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Chronology  of  "The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  conntry  from  the  Ckmqnest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1303),  36  vols. 
The  chief  soorces  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols. ; 
Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694, 10  vols. ; 
Almon's  Debates,  24  vols. ;  Debrett's  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
Pariiament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.,  &c 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  arc 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY.  I 

CONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  IL-1066  to  1760. 

Vol  1  to  16,  1  Wn.L.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

REIGN  OF  GEOBGE  m.-1760  to  1820. 

VoL  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 


(FiKST  Parliament.) 


Vol.  36    41  Geo.  IIL 


—    36 


.42        — 


.1801 
.1802 


(Second  Parliament.) 
FoL  36    42  Geo.  Ill 18023 

UEBATES. 
Pint  SeHea. 

<SeOOND  PARLIAMENT--<^7l/mU«({.) 

VoL    1    &   2.. .44  Geo.  Ill 1803-4 

—  3  to    5.. .46         —       1805 

_      6   &    7...46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
VoL    S&    9.. .47    Geo.  Ill 1806-7 

(Fourth  Paruament.) 

VoL    9  to  11. ..48    Geo.  IIL. 1807-8 

—  12  — 14.. .49         — 1809 

—  15  — 17. ..50         —       1810 

—  18  — 20.. .51  —       ...   1810-11 

—  21— 23...52         —       1812 


(Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  24  to  26.. .53  Geo.  IIL  ...   1812-13 

—  27  &  28.. .54         —       ...   1813-14 

—  29  to  31. ..55    —   ...  1814-15 
I  —  32  — 34.. .56    —   1816 

—  35  &  36.. .57    —   1817 

_  37  — 38.. .58    —   1818 

i 

I  (Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  &  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—    41    60         —       ...   1819-2C 


Second  Seiieu* 

BEIGN  OF  GEOBGE  IV.-1820  to  1830. 

(Seventh  Pahuament.) 

Vol.  1  to  3...  1  Geo.  IV 1820 

—  4  &  5...  2         —      1821 

_  6—  7...  3         —      1822 

—  8—  9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5  -       1824 

—  12  —  13...  6         —       1825-6 

—  14  —  15...  7         —       1826 

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  16    7  Geo.  IV 1826 

—  17    8         —      1827 

—  18  &  19...  9         —      1828 

—  20— 21. ..10         —       1829 

—  22  to  25.. .11  —      1830 

a2 
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Third  Seriea. 

BEIGN  OF  WELIJAM  IV.-18dO  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Paruamsnt.) 


Vol.   1   to    3...  1  Will.  IV. 


.1830-1 


(Tenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  4  to  8...  2  Will.  IV.  1832 

—  9—  14...  3    —   1831 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

—  21  —  25...  5    —   1834 

(Twelfth  Parliament.; 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

_   31  _  36...  7         —       1836 

—  36—  38...  8         —       1837 

BBIGN  or  VICTOBIA-1837  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  to   44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  45—  50...  2        —         1839 

—  51  —  55...  3        —        1840 

_  56  —  58...  4        —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 

i^ol.  59  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  65...  5  —    1842 

_.  06—  71  ..  6  -    1843 

—  72—  76...  7  —   1844 

—  77  —  82..  S  —    1845 

—  83—  88...  9  —    1846 

_  89—  94.. .10  —  (a)  1847 


(Fifteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.    i5    10  ViCTORL^      (b)  1847 

-.  96  to  101. ..11    —       

—  102— 107. ..12    — 

—  108— 113.. .13    — 

—  114— 118.. .14    — 


.1848 
.1849 
.1850 
.1851 

—  119— 122.. .15    —     (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.123    :. 15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16    —  ......1853 

—  130— 135.. .17    —  ......1854 

—  136— 139.. .18    —    1855 

-,  140— 143.. .19    —    1856 

—  144  20    —  (a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Parlllment.) 
Vol  145  to  147.. .20  Victoria     (b)  1857 


—   148—151. 
^   152—153. 


.21        — 


.1858 
(a)  1859 


(Eighteenth  Parll^memt.) 
Vol.  154  to  155.. .22  Victoria     (b)  1859 


—  156— 160.. .23 

—  161  —164,. .24 

—  165— 168.. .25 

—  169  —172.. .26 

—  173— 176.. .27 

—  177— 180.. .28 


.1860 
.1861 
.1862 
.1863 
.1864 
.1865 


(Nineteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184.. .29  Victoria 1866 

—  185— 189. ..30        —        1867 

—  190— 193.. .31        —        ...1867-8 

(Twentieth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198.. .32  Victoria  ...  1868-9 

—  199  —203. ..33        —         1870 

_   204— 208.. .34        —         1871 

—  209— 213.. .35        —         1872f 

—  214 —217. ..36        —        1873 

(Twenty-First  Parlllment.) 

Vol  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria    1874 

—  222— 226.. .38  —    1875 

—  227— 231. ..39  —    1876 

—  232— 236.. .40  —    1877 

—  237— 242.. .41  —    1878 

—  243  —249.. .42  —  ...  1878-9 

—  250  &  251.  ..43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Paruament.) 

Ir  Vol  262  to  256... 43  Victors     (b)  1880 

-  .     1881 

(a)  1882 

-  (b)  1882 


—  257— 265.. .44 

—  266— 273.. .45 

—  274  &  275.. .45 


—  276  to 283.. .46 

—  284— 292... 47 

—  293— 301. ..48 


.1883 
...1884 
1884-5 


(Twenty-Third  Paruament.) 
Vol.  302  to  307.. .49  Victoru     (a)  1886 

(Twenty-Fourth  Paruament.) 
Vol.  308  Si  309... 49  Victoru     (b)  1886 


—  310to321...50 

—  322— 332.. .51 

—  3'66 — 340.. .52 
_  341  —348... 53 
_  349— 356.. .54 


.1887' 

1888 

1889 

1890 

...1890-1 
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Fourth  SetieM. 

(TWKNTY-FOURTH  PARUAMKNT— a?fl/.) 

Vol      1  to     6.. .55  Victoria  1892 

(TwENTY-FiFrH  Parliament.) 

Vol.     7     56  VicrroRiA  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —        ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29. ..57        —        1894 

—  30—  35.. .58        —         1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 
VoL   36    59  Victoria  1895 


37  to  44.. .59 
45 — 52... 60 
53—  65.. .61 
66—  76.. .62 

77    63 

78  —  83.. .63 
84  ...  63&64 
85—  87.. .64 


1895-6 
...1897 
...1898 
...1899 
...1899 
...1900 
...1900 
...1900 


(Twenty-Seventh  Parlument.) 
Vol.  88  64  VicrroRiA      1900 

REIGN  OF  EDWARD  VU. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament— (k?»<.) 

Vol.   89  1  Edward  VIL...1901 

—  90  to  100    1        —  ...1901 

—  101     ...     1&2  —  ...1902 

—  102  to  117    2  —  ...1902 

—  118  to  128    3  —  ...1903 

—  129  to  140    4  —  ...1904 

—  141  to  151    5  —  ...1906 


(Twenty-Eighth  Parliament.) 


Vol.  152  to  168 

—  169  to  182 

—  183  to  193 


Edward  VIL 


..1906 
..1907 
..1908 
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HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


MB.    ASQUITH'S    FIRST    ADMINISTRATION 
APRIL    1908. 


THE    CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  ASQUITH,  M.F. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Tweedmouth. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Lord  LoRBBURN. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  1).  Lloyd-George,  M.P. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Home  Department ^Kt.  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Gladstone,  M.P. 

Foreign  AflFairs Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Colonial  OfiBce Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Crewe. 

War  Office Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Haldane,  M.P. 

India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Morley. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  Reginald.McKenna,  M.P. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  A.  Birrell,  M.P. 

Lord  Privy  Seal Most.  Hon.  Marquess  of  RiPON. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education Rt.  Hon.  WALTER  RUNCIMAN,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S.  Churchill,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  JOHN  BURNS,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Asnricalture Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington. 

PoetmasterGeneral Rt.  Hon.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON. 

The  SecreUry  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair,  M.P. 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works— Rt.  Hon.  L.  Harcourt,  M.P. 

NOT    IN    THE    CABINET. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Office Lord  FiTZMAURlCE. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office Herbert  Samuel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  Sute,  Colonial  Office Colonel  Seely,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  India  Office T.  R.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  War  Office Lord  Lucas. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury George  Whiteley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education T.  McKiNNON  Wood,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty Dr.  Macnamara,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade Sir  Hudson  Kearley,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Beard C.  F.  G.  Masterman,  Esq.,  M.Pr 

Financial  Secretory  to  the  Treasury C.  E.  Hobhouse,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secrewiry  to  the  War  Office F.  D.  Acland,  Esq.,  M.P. 

I  J.  A.  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Herbert  Lewis,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Captain  Cecil  Norton,  M.P. 
J.  H.  Whitley,  Esq.,  M.P. 
J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  Esq.,  M.P. 
[  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  JOHN  FiSHER. 
T^^A.  ^f  *h^  A^,«j..oU^        J  Vice-Admiral  Sir  C.  C.  Drury. 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty i  Rear- Admiral  Sir  H.  B.  Jackson. 

I  Rear- Admiral  F.  S.  Inglefield. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  [in  the  Cabinet]. 
General  Hon.  Sir  N.  G.  Lyttklton  (Chief  of  the  General  Staflf). 
General  C.  W.  H.  Douglas  (Adjutant-General  bo  the  Forces). 
General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson  (Quarter-Master-General  to  the  Forcee). 

Army  Council C  Major-General  C.  F.  H addon  (Master-General  of  the  Ordnmnce). 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office. 
Secretary,    The  Permanent  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
I        (Colonel  Sir  E.  W.  D.  Ward). 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty George  Lambert,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  the  F^rl  of  ABERDEEN. 

Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland) T.  W. 

Russell,  Esq.,  M.P. 

The  Lord  Advocate Thomas  Shaw,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  W.  8.  Robson,  M.P.; 

Solicitor-General Sir  S.  T.  Evans,  M.P.  r^  i 
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HIS  MAJESXrS  PBINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE^(Cont.)        tii 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

Paymaeter-General R.  K.  Gauston,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Bbauchamp. 

Comptroller  of  the  Honaehold The  Master  of  Elibank,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Sir  EDWARD  Strachky,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Lord  Chamberlam Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Althorp. 

Vice-Chamberlain J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Horse Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Granard, 

Captain  Yeoman  of  the  Guard His  Grace  the  Duke  of  MANCHESTER. 

'Earl  Granville. 
Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell. 
Lord  Acton. 
Lord  Coledrooke. 

Lord  Suffield.  • 

I  Lord  Herschell. 
LLord  Farquhar. 
Jadge  Advooate-General T.   MiLVAiN,  Esq.,  K.C. 

SCOTLA-ND. 

Seeretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Kt.  Hon.  John  SiNCLAiir 

Lord  ffigh  Constable Earl  of  Errou 

Lord  IViYy  Seal- Marqueus  of  Hueadalbane,  K.G. 

Master  of  the  Household Duke  of  Argyll,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Lord  KiNNAlRD. 

Lord  Clerk  R^pster His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  Justice  General Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Dunedin. 

Lord  Adyoeate Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Shaw,  K.C. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Kt.  Hon.  Lord  Kiiisbubgh,  C.B. 

Solicitor-General Alexander  Ure.  Esq.,  K.C. 

Kegister  General  and  Deputy  Keeper  Great  Seal— Sir  Stair  Aonew,  K.C.B. 
Commanding  Forces ^Lt.-Gen.  E.  P.  Leach,  C.B.,  C.V.O. 

IRELAND. 

Lord-Lieutenant Earl  of  ABERDEEN,  G.C.M.G. 

Chief  Secretary  and  Keeper  of  PriTy  Seal— ^— Rt.  Hon.  A.  Birrell,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Macdonnell,G.C.S.L,  K. C.V.O, 

Prirate  Secretaries Lord  Herschell  and  Walter  Callan,  Esq. 

State  Steward  and  Chamberlain The  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Controller Lord  Pirrie. 

Lord  Chancellor Lord  Justice  WALKER. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  R.  R.  Cherry,  K.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Redmond  Barry,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Commanding  the  Forces Gen.  Lord  Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G. 
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PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chainnan  of  Committeet Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow,  P.C. 

Clerk  of  Pariiameate Sir  Hbnrt  J.  L.  GRiLHAM,  K.C.B. 

Depaty  Clerk  of  ParKamenU  (Clerk  Awistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thisiobr,  C.B. 

RMding-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committeea tBdwabd  Hall  Aldebsoh,  Em. 

Cbanaelto  the  Chairman  of  Committees ^Albert  GBAr,  Esq.,  K.C. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills A.  Harrison,  Baq. 

Senior  derkt 

Clerk  of  the  Journals ^^W.  A«  Leigh,  Beo. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Commitioeo        J.  F.  Stmons  Jbunb,  Eeq. 

Principal   Clerk,   Judicial   Department,    and    Taxing   Officer  of  Judicial   Costs J.    F. 

Skknb,  Esq. 

W.  H.  Ham n/TON  Gordon,  Esq. 

Peers'  PHntedPaper  Office^— C.  L.  Anstruthkr,  Esq. 
Other  Clerks Hon.  A.  MoDonnbll  ;  A.  H.  Robinson,  Esq.   (Clerk  of  Private  Bills  and 

Taxing  Officer  of  Private  Bill  Costs) ;  H.  P.  St.  John,  Esq. ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq. ; 

Hon.  E.  A.  Stonor;  H.  J.  F.  Badblet,  Esq. ;  C.  HBADiJkM,  Esq. ;  J.  B.  Hotham,  Esq. ; 
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Amendment  proposed, — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *That/  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words  *  this  House,  while  it  recognises  that  the 
reforms  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Grovernment  of  India  are 
suitable  and  sufficient  in  respect  of  questions  with  which  they  deal,  is 
of  opinion  that  the  educational  system  in  India  stands  in  urgent  need 
of  reform.'-  {Mr,  JRees) — instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  Ellis  {Nottingham,  R'iishdiffe)  168 

Mr  Keir  Hardie  {Merthyr  Tt/dvil)  171 

Mr,  MacCaw  {Doum,  W.) 183 

Sir  Herbert  Roberts  {Denbighshire,  W,) 189 

Mr  Uart-Davies  {Hackney,  N,) 193 

Mr.  Gioyrm,  {Gcdtvay)       197 

Sir  Henry  Kimber  {Wandstvortk)  199 

Sir  Scott  Robertson  {Bradford,  Central) 202 

Sir  H.  CoUon  {NoUingham,  E.) 208 

Mr.  Buchanan       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  212 

Mr,  C.  J.  ffDonndl  {Newington,  Widwo^'th)      214 

Mr.  Lupton  {Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)        216 

Question,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of   the 
Question,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Maclean  {Bath)  220 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  {Clackmaniui7i  and  Kinross)  ...  ...  ...  222 

Mr,  Munro  Ferguson  {Leith  Burghs)        223 

Mr.  C.  E.  Price  {Edinburgh,  Central) 224 

Mr.  Buchanan       ...         ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Mr,  Morton  {Sutherland) 226 

Mr,  Dmulas  White  {Dumbartonshire)      ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  227 

Mr.  Bright  {Oldham)        227 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

East  India  Kevexue  Accounts. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committed.) 
Resolved,  "That  it  appears  from  the  Accounts  presented  to  Parliament 
that  in  1906-7  the  Revenue  of  India  amounted  to  X73,l  14,554,  iho 
expenditure  charged  against  Revenue  to  £71,555,179,  a:  d  the  Capital 
Expenditure  not  charged  to  Revenue  to  £8,712,668.— ( I.  r.  Buchanan. ) 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amendment  BllL 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  : 

Captain  Craig       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  ..•         ..•     228 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  at  the  beginning  of 
*Sul>ject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act.*" 

b  2 


line  5,  to  insert  the  words 
--{Captain  Craig.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The    Vice-President  of  the  Department    of   Agricult\u^  for  Ireland 

{Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  S,)      22a 

Mr,  Moore  {Armagh,  N.) 230 

Mr,  Connor  a  Kelly  {Mayo,  N,) 232 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  26 ;  Noes,  147.     (Division  List  No.  211.) 

Clause  I  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

New  Clause  (Saving  of  rights  of  the  Crown  and  Government  Departments) 
— {Mr,  T,  W,  Rvssell) — brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  the  clause  be  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr,  Moore 23^ 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That    the  Chairman  do  report 
progress  ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  Moore.) 

Mr.  T  W,  Russell 234 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  26  ;  Noes,  144.     (Division  List  No  212.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr,  Moore 231 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  Walter  Long 238 

Mr,BirreU  239 

Mr,  Moore ,         240 

Agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  this  day,  and  to  be  printed. 

[Bill  340.] 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill— Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr,  Birrell  ...     241 

Motion  made,  and   Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — {Mr,  BirrelL) 

.     Mr.  Walter  Long 242: 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  A\Tiole 
House  for  To-morrow. — {Mr.  Birrell.) 
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Agricultural  Holdings  Bill— Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Household  {Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somersetshire,  S,)     244 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time.'' 

Mr.  Hick$  Beoi^  (Gloucestershire^  Tetvkesbury) 245 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  \Vhole 
House  for  To-morrow, 

East  India  Loans  (Railway  and  Irrigation  Works.)— Order  for  Committ^ 

thereupon  read,  and  discharged         245 

Pablic  Works  Loans  BilL — Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Sir  F.  Banbury 245 

The  Finan<dal  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr,  Hobhouse,  Bristol,  E,)  ...  248 

Mr.  Bawlinson  {Cambndge  Umversity) 249 

Mr.  T  M.Healy  (Louth,  N.)       249 

Sir  Samuel  Scott  (Marylebone,  W.)        251 

Mr,  Hobhouse        251 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow. — 
(Mr.  Hobhouse.) 

|Iast   India   Loans   (Railway  and    Irrigation   Works  and  General 
Purposes). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  of 
India  to  raise  money  in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  security  of  the 
revenues  of  India,  for  the  construction,  extension,  and  equipment  of 
Railways  in  India  by  State  agencies  or  through  the  agency  of  com- 
panies, and  for  the  construction  of  Irrigation  Works,  and  also 
lor  General  Purposes  for  the  Goremment  of  India  (King's 
Recommendation  signified),  To-morrow. — (Mr,  Joseph  Pease) 252 

Public  Works  Loans  (Remission). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the  remission  of  certain  debts  due 

to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  in  pursuance  of 

any  Act  of  the  present  session,  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of 

certain  Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other 

*  purposes  relating  to  Local  Loans  (King's  Recommendation  signified), 

To-morrow. — (Mr.  Joseph  Pease. )  252 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th 
July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

-  Adjourned  at  nine  minutes  after  One  O'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  THURSDAY,  23rd  JULY,  1908. 

Sat  First. — The  Lord  Hampton — Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
Ms  father. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  FxmTHBR  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have 
been  complied  with : — Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and  Buildings). 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  25:5 
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The  Margiiess of  Lanifdot07ie         ..  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     269 

The  Earl  of  Crewe  272 
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Moved,  tliat  the  debate  be  adjourned — {The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume), 
On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned  sine  die. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  BilL— Bill  read  3*  (According  to  Order). 

Lord  Clonhrock 272 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  2,  to  insert  the  following  new  Clause  :  '  A  Justice 
in  Ireland  shall  not  be  disqualified  to  act  for  any  purpose  under  the 
Licensing  Acts,  1828  to  1906,  or  the  Licensing  (Ireland)  Acts,  1833 
to  1905  or  this  Act,  by  reason  only  of  his  being  interested  in  a  rail- 
way company  which  is  a  retailer  of  intoxicating  liquor.'" — 
(Lord  Clonhrock.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor'         ...         —  273 

Lord  Clonhrock       273 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

An  Amendment  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Costs  in  Criminal  Oases  Bill  [Second  Beading].— Order  of  the  day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  Cluxncellor         ...  ...         ,..         ...  ...  ...         ...     274 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."— (JA«  Lord  Chancellor), 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

House  of  Lords  Offices. — Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 

Irish  Land  Purchase, 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 274 

Lord  Denman        275 

Cran  Measures  Bill  [h.l.]. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order).  Bill 
reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to  Order),  and  dis- 
pensed with,  and  Bill  read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons        ...     275 

Ireland— Proclaimed  Counties. 

Lord  Killanin        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     275 

Moved,  "That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  Return  showing  the 
counties  and  portions  of  counties  proclaimed  under  the  above  Act 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  with  the  dates  at  which  the  proclama- 
tions were  made  and  withdrawn." — {Lord  Killanin). 

Lord  Denman        281 

The  Marquess  of  LondoThderry  284 

Lord  Macdonnell  of  Swinford       285 

Lord  Atkinson       287 

Loi'd  Ashbourne ...  288 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 289 

The  Earl  of  Crem 290 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 
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Importation  of  Foreign  Cattle. 

The  Earl  of  Onslow  292 

The  President    of   the    Board    of   Agriculture    and   Fisheries    {Earl 

Carrington) 293 

The  Chairman  of  Committees. 

'  Moved,  "  That  the  Lord  Balfour  be  appointed  to  take  the  Chair  in  all 
Committees  of  the  Whole  House  next  week  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees:  That  the  Lord  Balfour  be  appointed  to 
take  the  Chair  in  all  Committees  upon  Private  Bills  next  week  in 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees; — {The  Chairman  of 
Committees) — agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

House   adjourned    at    ten   minutes  before  Seven    o*clock    till 
To-morrow,  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  23rd  JULY,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE   BILL    BUSINESS. 

Private  Bilta— Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  220  and  246,  relating  to 
Private  Bills,  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

That,  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be  returned  by  the  House  of  Lords 
with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if  unopposed)  shall  be  considered 
forthwith. 

That  as  regards  Private  Bills  returned,  or  to  be  returned,  by  the 
House  of  Lords  with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if  opposed)  shall  be 
considered  at  such  times  as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  may 
determine. 

That,  when  it  is  intended  to  propose  any  Amendments  thereto,  a  copy 
of  such  Amendments  shall  be  deposited  at  the  Private  Bill  Office,  and 
notice  given  on  the  day  on  which  the  Bill  shall  have  been  returned  from 
the  Lords. — {The  Depvty  Chairman) 294 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pier 
and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords].— Kead  the  tmrd  time,  and  passed, 
with  an  Amendment 295 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords).— Head  the  third 

time,  and  paese<],  without  Amendment  ...         295 

Salmon,  Trout,  And  River  Tweed  Fisheries  Bill.— Ordered,  that  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  to  examine  the  Salmon,  Trout, 
and  River  Tweed  Fisheries  Bill,  with  respect  to  compliance  with  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  relative  to  Private  Bills. — {Sir  John  Jar  dine)     295 

Aas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  295 

das  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as. amended,  to  be  considered* To-morrow  296 
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Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. —Reported, 
with  Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered.  To-morrow  ..  29S 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].— 
Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow  592 

Education   Board  Provisional   Orders   Confirmation   (London)   Bill 

[Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow        29^ 

Bhjrmneyand  Aber  Valleys  Oas  and  Water  Bill  [Lords]. —Reported,  with 
Amendments :  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to  r— Mar^te  Corporation 
Bill;  Manchester  Corporation  Bill;  Burnley  Corporation  Bill ;  Blackburn 

Corporation  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to : — Stratford-upon-Avon,  Towcester,  and  Midland 
Junction  Railway,  Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction 
Railway,   and  East  and    West  Junction    Railway   (Amalgamation)  Bill 

! Lords];    London  County   Council  (Tramways  and    Improvements)  Bill 
Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill 
[Lords]. 

And,  also  a  Bill  intituled,  [Cran  Measures  Bill  [Lords.] 29& 

PETITIONS. 
Children  BilL— Petition  from  to  lie  upon  the  Table 296- 

Licensing  BilL — Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  2  Petitions  foe 
alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  6  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  tha 
Table 296- 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill. — 4  Petions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table         29T 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &a 

Parliamentary  Returns. — Treasury  Minute,  directing  that  the  Annual 
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Poor  Law  Relief  (Paupers  Relieved  in  a  Tear  and  Periods  of  Relief..— 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto,  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

(No.  250.)        297* 

Shipping    Casualties   (1906-07). — Abstract    of    the  Returns  of    Shipping 

Casualties  to  lie  upon  the  Table       :         29T 

Paper  Laid  Upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House.. — Chamber  of 
London. — Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlain  of  London  for  the  year 
1907  ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  25L] ...       29X 
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words  *  any  such  new.' " — (Mr  Birrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  Charter,'  to  insert  the  words-. 
*or  an  alteration  of  an  existing  Charter.'" — (Mr  Birrell.) 

An.endment  agreed  to. 

Sir  Philip  Magrtus  44d 

Mr.  Butcher  452. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  15,''after  the  word  *  which  '  to  insert  the  words 
*the  Commissioners,  and  after  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners 
determine.'  " — (Sir  Philip  Magnus.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  he  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Birrell 453 

Mr.  Walter  LoTig *     454 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Butcher  456^ 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  *may,'  to  insert  the  words 
*by  statute/'— (ilfr  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Birrell            458 

Sir  E,  Canon       ...      ^ 459 

Mr,  C,  J.  O'Donnell        460 

Sir  Wm,  Anson     461 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  FhUip  Magntts  462 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  Hne  16,  to  leave  out  the  word  *give,'  and  insert  the 
word*  "  recognise  any  college  or  institution  in  Ireland  by  giving.' "  — 
(Sir  Philip  Magnus), 

Mr,  Birrell  iC*'2 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  give  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  words  *give  to'  insert  *  matricu- 
lated.'''—(3fr.  Birrdl.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  matriculated '  be  there  inserted  " 

Captain  Craig       ...         ...         ...  ..         ...         ...         ...  .  .     403 

Mr.  Moore 404 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Further  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  Craig       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     4"4: 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     4G5 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'type'  to  the 
second  *  the '  in  line  20." — (Captain  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat,  to  the  word 
*for'  in  line  19,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Birrell  467 

Sir   W,  J.    Collins  467 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  1 9,  after  the  word  *  body,'  to  insert  the  words 
*of  the  University.'" — (Captain  Craig). 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in   the  Bill,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Sir  W.  J,  Collins 467 

Mr.  Seddon  (Lancashire,  Newton)         469 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  'purpose,'  to  insert  the  w(3rds 
*orto  students  who  are  pursuing  studies  otherwise  than  in  a  re-og- 
nised  college.'" — (Sir  William  Collins.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  C.J.CyDonneU           470 

Mr,  John  Uedmontl            ...          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  472 

Mr.  Butcher           473 

Mr.  Birrell             474 

Mr.T.M.Healy , 475 

Mr,  Moore 476 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  38  ;  Noes,  263.     (Division  List  No.  217.) 

Motion  made  and  Question,  **  That  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended  in  the  Standing  Committee,  be  now  adjourned,"— (il/r.  Birrell,) 
— put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  considered  To-morrow. 

PuBuc  Works  Loans  [Remission]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  remission  of  the  debts  due  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works 
in  Ireland  from  certain  Railway  Compabies,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act 
of  the  present  session,  to  grant  money  ft»r  the  purpose  of  certain 
Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  to  Local  Loans." — {Mr.  Hohhoxise.) 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Hohhouse^  Bristol,  E.)      ...  479 

Mr.T.M.Ueahj 480 

Mr.  Ilohlwuse         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  4^3 

Mr.  T.  M.  llealy 484 

Mr,  Fcrster  {Kent,  Sevenoaks)      486 

Mr.  Ainsworth  {Argyllshire)         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  487 

Mr.TM.Healy 4S8 

Mr.  Hohhouse  490 

Mr.  Ainsworth        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  491 

Mr.  Markham  {Nottinghantshirey  Mansfield)       ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

Mr.  T,  M.  Healy 492 

Mr.  IIndso7i  {Neivcastle)    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  493 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  this  day. 

Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 

without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  494 

Naval  Marriages  Bill,— Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  this  day. — {Mr. 

McKenna) 494 

Registration  Bill  [Lords]. —  As  amended,  considered. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 494 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


TABLE   OF  CONTENTS.  xxxv 

July  24.]  I'age 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amendment  Bill.— As  amended,  con- 
sidered. 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  {Wexford,  ^,)        ;         ...     495 

Mr.  Connor  0' Kelly  ^ 496 

Mr,  T.  W,  Russell  496 

BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th 
July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  Sixteen  minutes  before  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  FRIDAY,  24th  JtlLY,  1908; 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bili^  [Lord.s]  (Standing  Orders  Not  Previously  Inquired  Into 
Complied  With). — London  (Westminster  and  Kensington)  Electric 
Supply  Companies  Bill  [Lords]  ;  l^ondon  Electric  Supply  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  497 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Gkneral  Powers)  Bill.— Tyne  Improvement  Bill ; 

Widnes  Corporation  bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to.     497 

Margate  Corporation  Bill. — Manchester  Corpomtion  Bill ;  Burnley  Corpor- 
ation BilL — Lords  Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  23rd  July,  considered,  and  agreed  to        ...         ...         .s.     4W 

Honoorable  Artillery  Company  Bill  [Lords]. — Leith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
Jjondon,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bailway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Bavensthorpe 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
\nt\i  Amendments        497 

Education   Board  Provisional   Orders   Confirmation   (London)  Bill 

IjORDs]. — Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment.  ....     497 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [Lords];  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow.     497 

L  calOoyemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [LordsI.— As 

amended,  considered  ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  Amendments    498 

PETITIONS. 
Children  Bill. — Petition  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table'         498 

Licensing  BilL — Petition  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.   Eight  Petition? 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        498 

Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 498 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill.- -Two  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 498 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC 

Treaty  Series  (No.  20,  1908). — Agreement  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Italy  respecting  Conmercial  Travellers'  Sampler.  To  lie  upon  the 
Table      498 

Peace  Conference  at  the  Hague  (miscellaneous,  No.  6, 1908)— Further 
Correspondence  respecting  the  Second  Peace  Conference ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      498 

Peace  Conference  at  the  Hague  (Miscellaneous,  No  6,  1908).— Final 

Act  of  the  Second  Peace  Conference  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  498 

Board  of  Education. — Statement  showing  for  each  Secondary  School,  in 
respect  of  which  Waiver  Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Article  43  of  the  Regulations  for  Secondary  Schools,  1907,  the 
Articles  which  the  Board  were  asked  to  waive  and  their  decision  as  regards 
each  Article ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 499 

Mines  and  Quarries  (Fire  at  Hamstead  Colliery).— Report  by  R.  A.  S. 

Redmayne,  Esq. ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        499 

Basutoland. — Report  of  Pr(>ceeding8  of  the  Basutoland  National  Council  1908  ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 499 

Natal.— Further  Correspondence  relating  to  Native  Affairs  in  Natal;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 499 

Bankruptcy. — Twenty-fifth  General  Annual  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1883;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  254.] 499 

Bankruptcy  (Oeneral  Eules).— Bankruptcy, Rules,  dated  6th'  July,  1908, 
made  pursuant  to  the  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      500 

Customs. — Fifty-second  Report  of  the   Commissioners  of  Customs;    to  lie 

upon  the  Table 500 

Civil  Services  (Supplementarv  Estimate,  1908-9).— Revised  Estimate  of 
the  Further  Amount  required  in  the  year  ending  3l8t  March,  1909,  for 
Public  Education  (Ireland) ;  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  255.]       500 

High  Court  of  Justice  and  Court  of  Appeal,  Etc.— Account  showing 
the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
and  the  Court  of  Appeal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  256.]  500 

Sittings  of  the  House.— Resolved,  "  That  this  House  do  meet  To-morrow,  at 

Ten  of  the  Clock. "—  {Mr,  Joseph  Pease)         500 

Guaranteed  2f  Per  Cent.  Stock.— Return  ordered,  ''  of  Guaranteed  2f  Per 

Cent.  Stock  Issues  under  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903 500 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Appointments  in  Armagh  Post  Office        500 

Classification  of  Bournemouth  Post  Office 501 

Irish  Savings  Banks  Work 502 
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Transfer  of  Postal  Clerks  from  London  to  Dublin  502 

British  Post  Office  at  Tientsin         504 

Wages,  Work  and  CJost  of  Living  of  Agricultural  Labourers      505 

Postal  Employee  and  Portadown  Disturbances 505 

English  Ancient  Monuments — Terms  of  Reference  505 

Vacant  Post  of  Director  of  the  Natural  History  Museum  506 

Kepair  of  Ballintry  Pier       506 

Rathlin  Fishing  Pier  506 

Cairo  Drainage  Scheme       507 

Board  of  Education  Lifts 507 

Education  Grants —Deduction  from  Teachers  Superannuation 507 

Expenditure  of  Government  Departments 508 

Expenditure  on  Extra  Police  in  Ireland 509 

Purchase  of  the  Kingston  Estate — Mr.  T.  Sullivan's  Holding 509 

Roscommon  Board  of  Guardians  Clerk      511 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       511 

Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. — Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  257.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed.     [257.] 511 

Assises  and  Quarter  Sessions  Bill  [Lords].— Kead  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  19th  October,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  342.]  511 

Irish  Uniyersities  Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  further 
considered. 

Mr,  Charles  Craig  (Antrim,  S,) 512 

Mr.  Moore  (Armagh,  N.) 512 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  'the  benefit  of  any 
privileges  of  matriculated  students  of  the  University  or.'" — (Mr, 
Cliarles  Craig). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*  or '  in  page  2,  line  20,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Chv*f  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  Birrell,  Bristol,  N,)  513 

Mr,  Butchei-  (Cambridge  University)        ...         ...         ...         ...         ..     513 

Sir  Philip  Magntis  (London  University/) 514 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  University  *  to  insert  the 
words  *  who  are  pursuing  a  course  a  course  of  study  at  the  University.' " 
--(Mr.  Birrell) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed. 

**  In  page  2,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  or '  and  to  insert  the 
word  *  excluding.  " — {Sir  Philip  Magnus.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Hazel  (West  Bromwieh)  ..4         514 

Mr.  Hatf  Morgan  {Comwallf  Truro)  524 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  26,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  and  provided 
that  a  student  in  a  recognised  or  affiliated  college  or  institution  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  obtain  a  University  degree  unless  he  shall  have  com- 
pleted a  period  of  study  of  not  less  than  two  academical  years  in  a 
constituent  college  of  the  University  of  Dublin  or  in  the  University 
of  Belfast.'"— (Z>r.  Hazel.) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  John  Rednumd  {Waierfard)  5'27 

Mr.  Butcher  533 

Mr.  WUliam  O'Brien  (Cork) 537 

Sir  JVilliam  Anson  (Oxf Old  University)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  r:4l 

Mr.BirreU  544 

Mr.  Mutton  (Yorkshire,  JV.R.,  Morley)   4 548 

Mr.  Seddon  (Lancashire,  Newton)  550 

Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson  (Northumberland^  Tyneside)  551 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :   Ayes,  75 ;  Noes,  216.     (Division  List  No.  2l«.) 

Mr.  Barrie  (Londonderryy  N)       *.         ...         555 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  (Antrim,  S.) boo 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  36,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  sign  *  to  end  of 
subsection  (2)  of  Clause  3,  and  insert  the  words  '  I.  A.  B.,  do  hereby 
promise  that  I  will  faithfully,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  discharge 
the  duties  of  professor,  and  I  further  promise  and  engage  that  in 
lecturing  and  examining,  and  in  the  performance  of  all  other  duties 
connected  with  my  Chair,  I  will  carefully  abstain  from  teaching  or 
advancing  any  doctrine,  or  making  any  statement,  derogatory  to  the 
truths  of  revealed  religion,  or  injurious  or  disrespectful  to  the  religious 
opinion  of  any  portion  of  my  class.' " — (Mr.  Barrie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*  under '  in  page  2,  line  37,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.BirreU  557 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)      5d8 

Mr.  Moore  (Armagh,  N.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     558 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  257  ;  Noes,  29.     (Division  List  No.  219.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  after  the  word  '  Commissioners '  to  insert  the 
word  *  jointly.'  ''—(Mr  Birrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  fr.  J.  Collins  (St.  Pancras,  W.)         561 

Mr.  Hay  Morgan  ...         ...         ..  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     563 
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Amendmont  proposed— 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  subs  ction  (.5)  of  Clause  3." — 
{Sir  W,  ColRns.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  Dillon 5G4 

Mr,  Bntchfr  5G5 

Mi\  UirreU 565 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

•*  In  page  3,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  withhold  his 
absent  from,'  and  to  insert  the  wjrd  *  disallow/  " — {Mr,  BirreU,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Bu'cher  *         507 

Mr.  Moor& 50/ 

Amendment  proposed  — 

**  In  page  3,  line  35,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  (3)  The 
governing  body  of  a  University  or  constituent  eollogo  to  which  this 
Act  applies,  or  any  other  person,  corporation,  or  body  «iiroctly  affected 
b}'  such  statute,  may,  within  three  months  from  the  notification  thereof 
in  the  Dubin  GazePe,  petition  His  Majesty  in  Council  to  disallow  the 
whole  or  any  part  thereof.  (4)  His  Majesty  in  Council  may  refer  any 
such  petition  to  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland  with  a 
direction  that  the  Committee  hear  the  petitioner  personally  or  by 
council,  and  report  specially  to  His  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  matter 
of  the  pet'tion.  (5)  If  the  Committee  report  in  favour  of  the  disallow- 
ance of  the  statute  or  any  part  thereof,  His  Majesty  may,  by  Order  in 
Council,  disallow  the  whole  or  part  thereof  accordingly,  but  any  such 
disallowance  shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the  making  of  a  new  statute. 
Od)  The  costs  of  any  petition  hereunder  may  be  regulated  by  the 
Committee  to  which  the  petition  is  referred.' " — {Mr,  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  bo  there  inserted." 

Mr,  BirreU ...     50S 

Mr.  Butcher  509 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Charles  Craig 509 

A-noodment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  2,  after  the  first  word  *  of,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  a  person  nominated  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  and  a 
person  nominated  by  the  Royal  College  of  Sciefice,  Dublin,  and.' " — 
{Mr,  Chatles  Craig), 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BirreU  •'><>0 

Mr.  T,  M.  Heiily  {Lmh,  N,)        57o 

Mr,  Charles  Craig  57o 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.Birrdl  570 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  period,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  not  exceeding  one  year.' " — {Mr.  Birrell) 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  Craig        570 

Mr.  Moore  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     571 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  7." — {Captain  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*  sums  '  in  page  5,  line  15,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy 572 

Amendment  negatived. 

{Mr.  Massie  {IViltahirey  CricJdade)  573 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  37,  after  the  words  'benefaction,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  so  long  as  the  professorship  or  lectureship  is  titular  only, 
and  does  not  admit  to  the  electoral,  representative,  or  administrative 
powers  of  the  ordinary  professors  or  lecturers  of  the  university, 
whether  as  to  the  Senate  or  the  academic  council  or  the  general  board 
of  studies  or  any  faculty  except  the  faculty  of  theology,  if  and  when 
such  is  constituted.'  " — (Mr.  ifc^sie). 

Question  proposed,    "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Birrell 673 

Sir  Philip  Magnus  {London  University) ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     573 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Ilolt  {Northumberland y  Hexliam)       574 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  5,  line  41,  after  the  word  *  funds,'  to  insert  the  words 

^       *  and  in  the  event  of  any  professor  or  lecturer  being  recognised  under 

this  subsection  the  governing  body  of  the  University  shall  not  refuse 

recognition  on  equal  terms  to  other  professors  or  lecturers  in  theology 

or  divinity  on  the  ground  of  their  theological  opinions. — {Mr.  Holt). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Birrell  574 

Mr.  Moore 575 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— -Ayes,  41  ;  Noes,  260.     (Division  List  No.  220.) 

Mr.  Massie  577 

Amendment  proposed — 

**In  page  6,  line  1,  to  leave  out  paragraph  {b)  of  subsection  (4) 
of  Clause  7.^— {Mr.  Massie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  Birrell  580 

Mr.  John  Jiedmond  ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  582 

Mr.  Butcher  583 

Mr.  Jralter  Long  {Dtiblin,  S.) 583 

Mr.  C.  J,  ffDonndl  {Nemngton,  IFalimth) 684 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  111 ;  Noes,  172.    (Division  List  No.  221.) 

Amendments  proposed — 

'* In  page  6,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word  'senate,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  *  governing  body.' " 

*^  In  page  6,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  their,'  and  to  insert 
the  word  *  toe.' " 

"  In  page  6,  line  26,  after  the  word  '  colleges,'  to  insert  the  words 

•  of  the  new  University  having  its  seat  at  Dublin.' " — (Mr.  BirreU.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T,  M,  Healy 587 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to  add  the  words  *  Nothing 
in  this  section  shall  preclude  any  money  being  provided  by  Parliament 
in  addition  to  the  sums  provided  under  this  section,  either  in  augmenta- 
tion of  any  sums  contributed  for  the  purpose  of  the  Universities  or 
colleges  from  other  sources,  or  otherwise.'  — {Mr.  T.  M,  Healy). 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barrie  (Londonderry,  iT.) 588 

Sir  Philip  Magnus  589 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  6,  line  40,  to  leave  out  Clause  8." — (Mr.  Barrie,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 

*  for,  in  page  7,  line  2,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Birrell  589 

Mr.  Moore  590 

Mr.  Gordon  (Londonderry,  S.)      590 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  251 ;  Noes,  33.     (Division  List  No.  222.) 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  9,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Saint.' " — (Mr.  Birrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Birrell  593 

.    Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  9,  line  37,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  'and  the  governing 
body  of  each  of  the  two  new  universities  shall,  so  far  as  practicable, 
provide  for  any  such  students  obtaining  degrees  on  conditions  not 
more  onerous  than  those  under  which  they  could  obtain  corresponding 
degrees  in  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland.'  " — (Mr.  Birrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"In  page  11,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word  *six,'  and  to  insert 
the  word  'seven.'  " — (Mr.  Birrell.) 

"In  page  11,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  provided,'  to  insert  the 
words  *and  in  conditions  specified.' " — (Mr.  Kettle.) 
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"In  page  11,  line  39,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *and  in  the  case  o£ 
an  existing  officer  who  holds  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  His 
Majesty  Bball  be  so  reappointed  if  His  Majesty  directs,  notwithstand- 
ing anything  in  the  statutes  of  the  University  or  college.*"— (3fr. 
BirrelL) 

"In  page  12,  line  13,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'but  no  such 
provision  nee<l  be  made  by  the  scheme  for  any  existing  officers  who 
are  appointed  to  offices  in  either  of  the  <  two  new  universities,  or  of 
any  of  the  constituent  colleges  of  the  new  University  having  its  seat 
at  Dublin  by  virtue  of  the  charter  of  the  University  or  college.* " — 
(Mr.Birrdl) 

**In  page  13,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  Act,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  of  any  charter  granted  thereunder.' " — {Mr,  BirrelL) 

In  page  13,  line  4,  after  the  word  'accepts,*  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  is  appointed  to.*  "-—(Mr.  BirrelL) 

"  In  page  14,  line  22,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  The  costs  of  all 
parties  of  and  incident  to  an  appeal  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
committee  by  whom  t^e  appeal  is  heard.*** 

^  In  page  14,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  mode 
in  which  any  costs  allowed  may  be  recovered.*  "-^Mr.  BirrelL) 

**  In  Schedule  1,  page  16,  line  19,  at  bemnning,  to  insert  the 
words  *  Members  of  Convocation,* " — {Sir  Phmp  Magnus,) 

Amendments  agroed  to,  without  discussion. 

Mr,  Moore  ...         .^         ...     534 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  16,  line  20,  to  leave  out  '4*  and  insert  *3.'*'— 
{Mr.  Mooi'e.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  *  4 ''  stand  part  of  the  Bill.*' 

Mr.Birrell  ...     504 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  Philip  Magnus  ...     504 

Mr.  J.  Devliuf^        '  ...  ...      595 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pige  17,  after  line  5,  to  insert  the  words  *  Elected  by  the 
Belfast  Technical  Instruction  Committee*'  "—{Sir  Philip  MagntM.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.)      595 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  17,  line  13,  to  leave  out  *4'  and  insert* 3." — (.Sir 
Philip  Magnus.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  4 '  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  18,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  a  majority  of  the 

Commissioners,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  at  least  five  members  of  the 

joint  committee."* — (Mr,  BirrelL) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 
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Public  Works  Loans  [Remission].— Resolution  reported,  **That  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  authorise  the  remission  of  the  debts  due  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  in  Ireland  from  certain  railway  companies,  in  pursuance 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  session,  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  certain 
Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes  relating 
to  Local  Loans." 

Resolution  agreed  to        596 

Expiring  Laws  Gontinnance  Bill.— Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next — 
{Mr.  WhiUey.) ...     596 

Uniyersity  of  Durham  Bill.— As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee^ 

considered.     Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pissed ...     596 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1906-7. — Committee  to  consider  the  Surpluses 
and  Deficits  upon  Navy  and  Army  Grants  for  1906-7,  and  the  application 
of  Surpluses  to  meet  Expenditure  not  provided  for  in  the  Grants  for  thao 
year,  To-morrow. — {Mr,  Hobhause.) 

Ordered,  "  That  the  Appropriation  Accounts  for  the  Navy  and  Army 
Departments,  which  were  presented  respectively  on  the  6th  and  14tli 
February  last,  be  referred  to  the  Committee." — {Mr.  ffobkmtse.) 696 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
10th  July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  fourteen  minules  before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  SATURDAY,  25th  July,  1908. 

The  Lord  Den  man,  chosen  Speaker  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  the  Lords  Commissioners. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Edncation  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l] 
— Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.:^]  ; 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  597 

L^cal  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [hl.  |.— Pior 
and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [H.L.].— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  tj, 
with  an  Amendment  to  eacn  Bill.       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     597 

Registration  Bill  [h.L.]  ;  Local  Grovernment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4) 

Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments     ...     597 

Registration  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to,  with  1h<j 

Amendments 597 

Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)  Bill  (Na  180) ;  Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836) 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  181).  Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1",  and  to 
b**  printed  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     597 

Uniyersity  of  Durham  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons;  readl»;  to  be 
printed  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Monday  next  (The  Viscount  Ridley).  (No. 
182) ..•     ,    ...     597 
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Irish  UniyerBities  BilL     Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  l** ;  to  be  printed, 

and  to  be  read  2»  on  Monday  next  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  (No.  183)  ...     597 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past  One  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  at  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    SATURDAY,  25th  JULY,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS.  ^ 

Oas  Orders  Oonfirmation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [Lords]  ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] 
Read  the  thii  d  time  and  passed^  with  Amendments 598 

PETITIONS. 

Licensing  BilL     G  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 598 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill.     2  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table         598 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ike. 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).— Diplomatic  and  Consular  Report,  Annual 

Series,  (No.  4074  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       598 


Marriflges,  Births,  and  Deaths  (Ireland).— Forty-fourth  detailed  Annual 
Report  of  the  Registrar-General  of  Marriages,  Births  and  Deaths  in  Ireland, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 598 


Evictions  (Ireland). — Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the  quarter  ended 

30th  June,  1908  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         598 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — Report  of  Proceedings  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Technical  instruction  for  Ireland,  under  the  Diseases  of 

Animals  Acts  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  598 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

The  Channel  of  the  Gaine 599 

Prices  of  Beef  600 

Equalisation  of  London  Rates         ...  609 

Londonderry  Post  Office      609 

Post  Office  Territorials        610 

Spitalfields  Markets  ..  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  610 

Meat  Trade  Trust  Inquiry  ..*         610, 

Ex-Detective  Constable  Cosgrove,  R.I.C 611 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Labour  in  the  Transvaal  Mines      612 

Great  Britain  and  Siam      612 

The  Arrest  of  Mr.  Luxenburg         613 
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Alleged  Burning  of  Crofters' Houses        013 

S«q)pre88ion  of  Vermin 613 

Irish  University  Grants      614 

Cattle<irives  in  Antrim  and  Down  614 

Orange  Demonstrations       614 

The  Vatican  and  the  Irish  University       615 

Cnoagill  Orange  Lodge  Procession  615 

Debates  on  Irish  Matters 616 

Iriah  Uniyersities  BilL— Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  tnd  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  road  the 
third  time." 

Mr,  Gordon  {Londonderry,  S.)      616 

Mr,  Barrie  {Londonderry,  ^.)      622 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  *upon  this  day  three  months.*  " — {Afr,  Gordon,) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  word  *  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question.* " 

Mr.  John  Redmond  {Watfrford) 625 

Sir  George  White  {Norfolk,  N,W.)  628 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  {City  oj  London)         631 

Th4i  Chief  Secretary  fw  Ireland  {Mr.  Birrell,  Bri$fo\  N.)  640 

Mr.  Butcher  {Cambridge  University)         646 

Mr.  William  O'Brien  {Cork)        ' 650 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  {ArUrim,  S.) 653 

Mr.  Samuel  Young  {Cavan,  E.) 658 

Mr.  Wedgwood  {Nefvcaatle-under  Lyme) 659 

Que-tion  put. 

The  House  divided  .—Ayes,  207  ;  Noes  19.     (Division  List  No.  223.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  passed. 

Finance  BilL— Order  for  Third  Beading,  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time.'  " — {Mr.  Lloyd- George.) 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain  {Worcestershire,  E.)      663 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  {Preston)  669 

Sir  Edward  Sassoon  {Hythe)         670 

Mr.  Joynson-Hieks  {Manchester,  N.W.) 676 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word  *  that,'  to  the  end 
of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words  *  This  House  declines  to 
proceed  with  a  measure  which,  while  reducuig  substantially  the  tax 
on  sugar,  the  produce  of  foreign  countries,  does  nothing  to  relieve  the 
burden  of  the  tax  on  tea,  an  infinitesimal  part  of  which  U  imported 
from  possessions  other  than  our  own ;  and,  while  parting  with  a  large 
part  of  revenue,  renders  the  discharge  of  prospective  obligations  of 
unknown  magnitude,  embarrassing  to  the  finances  and  injurious  to  the 
credit  of  the  State.*  ** — {Sir  Edivard  Sassoon.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr,  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon  Boroughs)  680 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker  (Gravesend)      692 

Mr.  Harmo^d-Baniufi' {Liverpool,  Evert(tn)  697 

Mr.  J.  M,  Henderson  (Abei'deenshire,  fr,)  699 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.     Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill  [Lords].-— Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next. — 
{Mr.  WhUley) ...     700 

Oran  Measures  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Monday  next. — {Mr. 
WhUley)  ...     700 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th 
July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  seventeen  minutes  before  Four  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:    MONDAY,   27th  JULY,  1908. 

PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 

Compliance  with  the  further  proofs  required  by  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  has  b^cn  proved  before  them  : — Ards  Railways. 

Thi^  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         ...     701 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and  Buildings)  Bill. 

The  Acting  Chairman  of  Committees  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  , 701 

Moved,  "That  the  Oitier  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  'That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,'  be  dispensed  with  and 
th  it  the  Bill  be  now  read  2>\''-—{Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

Dover  Oraving  Docks  Bill. 

Lmd  Brassey  702 

Moved,  "  That  the  Order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  the  I6th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." — {Lord  Brassey,) 

Lo7^d  Glantawe       ...  702 

Lmd  Weardale      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  703 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 703 

71ie  Earl  of  Gi-anard         704 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accoadingly,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill— Reafl   3%   with  the 

Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to 

the  Commons ...         704 
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Gosport  Gas  Bill ;  Central  Ireland  Electric  Power  Bill ;  S]igo  and  Arigna 
fiailwray  Bill;  London  United  Tramways  Bill;  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill;  Holderness  Water  Bill.— Read  3*, 
irith  the  Amendmentfi,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons.  ...     704 

Gas  Orders  (Jon&rmation  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  tho  Commons  agreed  to^  with  Amendments. 
The  said  Amendments  to  bo  considered  To-morrow.  704 

Pier  and  Harbour  ProYisional  Orders  (NTo.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]. -^Returned  from 

the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments 704 

Honoorable  Artillery  Company  Bill  [h.l,]  ;  Leith  Burgh  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill  fH.L.J. — Returned  from  tho 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Ameodments  con 
sidered,  and  agreed  to  ...  •      >        ...     704 

Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Opnncil  Bill  [ill].— Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  The  said  Amendments  agreed 
to,  with  an  Amendment,  and  Bill  returned  to  the  Commons.         705 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Oeneral  Powers)  Bill ;  Tyne  improvement  Bill ; 

Vvidnej  Cjrpo;'atij.i  Bill ;  Margate  Corporation  Bill ;  Mincheiter  Corpora 

tionBill;  Burnley  Corporation  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with 

the  Amendments  agreed  to ^         705 

Edinhargli  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  j; h.l.]. --Read 
2*  (according  to  ord^r),  and  (pu^uant  to  the  Private  Legislation  Proceddre 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been  reported  from  the  Committee  ; 
and  to  be  read. 3*. To-morrow  ..».       ; ...        ....         ...    .     •.,         ...     705 

Pablic  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  BilL — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments ;  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hou-ie 
To-morrow,  and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order  to 
its  being  dispensed  with •         ...     705 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dec. 

B)ard  of  Agrionltore  and  Fisheries. — Return  of  the  number  of  steam 
trawlers  registered  at  ports  in  the  States  of  Western  Europe  in  the  ye  ir 
1907       705 

D^ieudiof  Animals  Acts. — Report  of  proceedings  as  regards  Ireland,  for 
the  year  1907    ...         ...     705 

Bjxrd  of  Education. — Statement  showing  for  each  secondary  school  in 
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Finance  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to 

be  read  2*  on  Wednesday  next. — {The  Earl  of  Crewe.)     [No.  185]         ...     708 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  xlix 

/tf/y  27.]  Page 

Safety  of  Life  at  Sea. 

JuoTxi  MUrsfc^tTy      ...         •••         •••         •••         •••         ...  ...         .'.•     708 

Moved  to  resolve,  ''That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  modffied 
regulations  which  have  been  adopted  recently  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  respect  to  the  qualifying  time  in  charee  of  a  watch  required  of 
those  candidates  for  Board  of  Trade  certificates  as  mate  or  master 
who  have  served  an  apprenticeship  on  approved  sea-going  training 
vessels  are  a  departure  from  assurances  siven  in  this  House  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  new  regulations 
should  be  withdrawn  before  they  can  become  in  any  way  operative." — 
(Lord  Mu$kerry,) 

Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell ...  71C 

Lord  Lyvedm        720 

The  Marquess  of  SalMury 721 

Lord  Muskerry       ...         724 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Oayaby  for  Scotland. 

The  Earl  of  Bosebery         724 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  {Lord  Lucas) 724 

Depnty-Iaeateoancies. 

The  Sari  of  Rosebery        725 

Lord  Lucas 72G 

Lord  Ashbourne     •        ...  727 

Ide  of  Man  (Customs  Duties)  Bill.  [Second  Rbadino.]— ^rder  of  the  day 
for  the  Second  Beading  read. 

Lord  jpentnan        ...         ...         ...  .      ..•         •••         ...         •••         ...     727 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."— (iorrf  Denman,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  To-morrow. 

Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats  Supply  (Ireland)  Bill.  [Second  Reading.] 
— Order  of  the  Day  for  Second  ItBading  read. 

Lord  Denman        ....       728 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."— (lorcf  Denrmn) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  To-morrow. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill.  [Second  Reading.]— Order  of  the  day  for 
the  Second  Beading  read. 

I^yrd  Denman         728 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—'{Lord  DeuTnan,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2\  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  To-morrow. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boronghs)  BiU— House  in  Cona- 

initteo  (according  to  Order). 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the  Chair:] 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 
VOL.  CXCni.  [Fourth  Sbrjks.]  4 
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Clause  2 : 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore , 729 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pase  1,  line  13,  after  tke  word  *  thereof  to  insert  the  words, 
'Provided  that  the  local  authority,  within  the  meaning  of  the  same 
section  in  the  City  of  London,  shall  be  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
commons  of  the  City  of  London  in  Common  Council  assembled.' " — 
(The  Earl  of  Donmghmore,) 

"  Fiscowit  Midleton 730 

Earl  Seauchamp ,         731 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore ^ 732 

~  On  Question,  Amendment  negatived.  ,  .     . 

'^'Clause  2  agreed  to.  ^        ' 

Bemaining  clause  agreed  to,  and  Bill  reported  without  Amendmeni. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Standing  Committee  be  negatived." — (Viscount  Midleton.) 

The  Earl  of  Hahbury        ...         73^ 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Orewe)         732 

ViscowfU  Mtdleion  ...  733 

On  Question,  Standing  Committee   negatived,  and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  To- 
morrow. 

Td^l^rapb   (Ckmstruction)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
'  [Lord  Baefour  of  Burmcigh  in  the  Chair.] 
Clauses  1  and  2  agreed  to. 
Ckuse  3: 

'  The  Earl  of  Oranard        733 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  6  and  7,  to  leave  out  the  words,  'Mn  whom 
such  land  is  vested  or.' " — (The  Earl  of  Granard). 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa^e  2,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  remains  *  to  insert  the  words 
*  ^ovided  that  if  such  consent  is  withheld  or  any  condition  is  attached 
thereto  to  which  the  Postmaster-General  objects,  a  difference  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  arisen  between  the  Postmaster-General  and  that 
person,  and  sections  three,  four,  and  five  of  the  Telegraph  Act,  1878, 
shall  apply  accordingly  as  if  it  were  a  difference  arising  under  that 
Act.'  ''—(The  Earl  of  Oranard), 

ViscoufU  Midleton 734 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amendment — 

"  To  insert,  after  the  words  *  Provided  that,'  the  words  *  in  cases 
where  such  land  is  not  vested  in  the  London  County  Council* " — 
(Viscount  Midleton), 

The  Earl  of  Granard       735 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne        735 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


•  V 
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Remaming  Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill   recommitted  to  the  Standing  Committee,   and  to  be  printed,    as 
amended.     [No.  186.] 

ComDanies    (Consolidation)   BilL— House   in    Committee   (according    to 
Order). 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the  Chair.] 

The  Lard  Chancellor  (Lord  Loreburn)      ...    734 

Moved,  "  That  the  Amendments  agreed  to  by  the  Joint  Committee  be 
inserted."— (7%tf  Lord  Chancellor,) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.     The  Report  of   the  Amendments  to  bo 
received  on  Wednesday  next. 

Harried  Women's  Property  Bill.— [Second  Eeading.]— Order  of  the 
day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Stradbroke 736 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{The  Earl  of  Stradbroke), 

The  Earl  of  Halsbury        736 

Lord  Allendale       737 

Moved,  "That  the  debate  be  adjourned."— (7%^  Earl  of  Stradbroke.) 
On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill.-~[SEooND 
Beadinq.] — Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Marchamley 737 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''—{Lord  Mardiamley,) 

Lord  Ashbourne      738 

Lord  Denrnan        739 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

UniTendty  of  Durham  BiU.— [Second  Reading.]— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

FiseotivU  Ridley 739 

•     Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."— (rwcottn^iitcffey.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh(rie 
House  To-morrow. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boronghs)  BilL— House  in 
Committee  (according  to  order).  An  Amendment  moved,  and  negatived  ; 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow 740 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill. — ^Read  3*  (according    to    order),    and 


740 

Jfunicipal  Franchise  (Mercantile  Corporations  and  Companies)  Bill 
[H.L.]. — Commons  BiU  [h.l.].— Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow       y40 
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Cloroners  (Ireland)  BilL— Provisional  Orders  (Procedure)  Bill  [h.l.].— 
Amendments  reported  (according  to  order),  and  BiJU  to  be  read  3»  To- 
morrow   740 

Wild  Birds  BilL— Read  3»  (according  to  order),  and  passed 740 

Costs  in  Oriniinal  Cases  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ; 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bill  to  DC  read  3*  To-morrow 741 

Irish  Universities  Bill.  [Second  Rrading].— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Beading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm ...     741 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 742 

Moved  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{Tke  Earl  of  Crewe). 

Lord  Ashbourne      

Lord  Cranmore  and  Broume  

Lord  Clonbrock       

Lord  Macdonell  of  Swinford  

The  Earl  of  Mayo 

Lard  Killanin        

The  Earl  of  Donaughmore 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotane  

The  Under-Secrdary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Lord  Fitzniaurice)     ...     797 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  MONDAY,  27th  JULY,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PEIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  Standing  Orders  appucable  thereto 
COMPLIED  WITH). — Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
(Cornwall,  etc.)  6ill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow 805 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  River  Tweed  Fisheries  Bill  (Standing  Orders 
APPLICABLE  THERETO  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). — Salmon,  Trout  and  River 
'JVeed  Fisheries  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders       805 

South- Western  Snburban  Water  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered, 

and  agreed  to 806 

Ammanford  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill[Ix)RDs]  (King's  Consent 

aignitied). — Bill  v^vA  the  third  \f\me^  and  passed,  with  -^mendraenta        .y.    80§ 
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Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and  Brompton  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— 

As  amended,  considered  80G 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments        ...     806 

KeigHley  Oorporation  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered      BOG 

Ordered,  That  Standing;  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  acocmlingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments         ••r    BOG 

Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. ---As  amended,  considered ; 
Amendment  made. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  me  third  time. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments         ...     806 

Bhymn^  and  Aber  Valleys  Oas  and  Water  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended, 
considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments         ...     807 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act  (1904)  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]. 

— ^As  amended,  considered ;  a  Clause  added ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time    807 

Wath  and  Bolton  Oas  Board  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  according  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  Amendments 807 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  82,  211,  236,  and  237  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  To- 
morrow.— (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 807 

Blackburn  Oorporation  Bill  (Bt  Order).— Lords  Amendments  considered, 

and  agreed  to 807 

Orjrstal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211 
and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  have  leave  to 
appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — (The 
Chaifynan  of  Ways  and  Means.) 807 

St.^nding  Orders  (Private  BdsiNESS.)-^Standing  Order  26*  was  read,  aud 
amended,  in  line  2,  by  leaving  out  the  words  "  the  Plans  and  Sections,"  and 
by  inserting  the  words  "  so  much  of  the  Plans  and  Sections  as  relates  to 
the  portion  of  the  work  by  which  the  banks,  foreshore,  or  river-bed  may  be 
affected." 

And  in  line  12,  bv  leaving  out  the  words  **  the  river  is  subject  to  a 
Board  of  Conservators,  and  by  inserting  the  woi'ds  **  there  be  a  Board  of 
Conservators  constituted  for  the  conservancy  of  the  river." 

Standing  Order  82  was  read,  and  amended,  in  line  5,  by  leaving  out 
the  words  **  and  such  Copies  shall  be,"  aud  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the 
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Standing  Order,  the  words  '*  together  with  Copies  of  the  estimated  and 
statements  deposited  in  accordance  with  Standing  Order  36a  (if  any)." 

Standing  Order  172  was  read,  and  amended,  in  line  11,  by  inserting 
after  *'  36a,"  the  words  ^'or  under  General  Order  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899." 

Standing  Order  173a  was  read,  and  amended,  in  lines  30  and  31,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  **and  shall  be  circulated  with  the  Votes." 

175a.  Ordered,  That  notice  in  writing  of  any  Bill  relating  to  England 
or  Ireland,  and  containing  provisions  whereby  any  application  of  the 
property  of  any  charity  not  authorised  by  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Acts,  shall  be  directed,  or  the  patronage  or  the  constitution  of  any  charity, 
or  the  right  of  any  charity  to  any  property,  shall  be  affected,  or  setting  up 
or  taking  power  to  set  up  or  to  take  over  or  interfere  in  the  management 
of  any  school  or  other  educational  foundation  or  institution,  or  to  levy  any 
rate  or  raise  money  for  any  such  purpose,  shall  be  given  to  the  Attorney- 
General  for  England  or  Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  no  such  Bill  shall 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  until  the  House 
has  received  a  Beport  from  the  Attorney-General  on  such  Bill,  and  such 
lieport  shall  stand  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Resolved,  That  this  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  House. 

Standing  Order  188a  was  read,  and  amended,  in  line  4,  by  leaving  out 
the  words  "  and  drcolated  with  the  Votes." 

Standing  Order  220  was  read,  and  amended,  in  lines  2  and  3,  by  leav- 
ing out  the  words  "and  circulated  with  the  Votes." — {Tlie  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means.)         808 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,   Etc. 

Mlktal. — Despatch  from  the  GK)vemor  of  Natal  forwarding  a  Bill  to  make  Special 
Provision  for  the  Trial  of  Natives  accused  of  certain  crimes ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table      j     •••        ...        *..        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...    809 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.— Return  of  the  number  of  Steam 
Trawlers  registered  at  Ports  in  the  States  of  Western  Europe ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  809 

Queen's  College,   Oork. — Report  of  the  President  for  tho  Session  1907-8, 

with  Appendices,  to  lie  upon  the  Table        809 

Queen's  OoUege.  Oalway.— Report  of  the  President  for  the  Session  1907-8 
to  lie  upon  the  Table .,,     809 

Meteorological  Committee. — Third  Report  of  the  Meteorological  Committee 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty^s  Treasury,  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  .1908;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ,    809 

Post   Office. — Fifty-fourth  Report  of  the  Postmaster-General;   to  lie  upon 

the  Table  •   ...     809 

Public  Income  and  Expenditure. — Return  presented,    relative  thereto; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  258.]         810 

Civil  List  Pensions. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto;   to  lie  upon  the 

Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  259.]  810 

Land  Registry. — Account  of  Receipts  and  Payments  in  respect  of  tho  Land 

Registry;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  260.J 810 
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dergj  (West  Indies). — Return  of  the  Amount  payable  On  5th  January,  1908, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  Ecclesiastical  purposes  in  the  West  Indies ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 810 

Sapemmnatioil  Act,  1887- — Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1908, 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  Officers  permitted^  under  Role  2  of  the  Regulations 
drawn  up  under  Section  6  of  the  Act,  to  hold  civil  employment  or  profit 
under  Public  Departments;   to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  261.]        ,.  810 

Papers  Laid  Upon  the  Table  by  the  Cucrk  of  the  House— Caledonian 
Canal. — One-hundred-and-third  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  to  be  printed. 
[No.  262.] 

Lunacy. — Return  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits  made  and  the 
number  of  patients  seen  by  the  several  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  during 

;.he  six  months  ending  on  30th  June,  1908 810 

QUESTIONS   AND  ANSWERS   CIRCULATED   WITH   THE    VOTES. 
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Goal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill.— Point  of  Order     888 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table   ...     889 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Order  Confirmed] ;  Report  to  fie  upon  the 
Table.     Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow      889 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to — Macclesfield  and 
District  Tramways  (Abandonment)  Bill ;  London  County  Council  (Money) 
Bill,  without  Amendment;  Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill;  Sligu 
and  Arigna  Railway  Bill ;  London  United  Tramways  Bill ;  Nottingham- 
shire and  Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Uolderness  Water  Bill,  with 
Amendments 889 

NEW  BILL. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901)  Amendment  (No.  2)  Bill.— To  bo 

read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  343.] 890 

New  Writ. — New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Shoreditch  (Uaggerston  Division), 

in  the  room  of  Sir  William  Eandal  Crcmer,  deceased.— (itfr.  Joseph  Pease.)      89C 

Supply  (18th  Allotted  Day) 

Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 
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Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding J&840,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of 
the  Pay,  Bounty,  etc.,  of  the  Special  Reserves  and  Militia  to  a  number  not 
exceeding  132,737,  including  2,000  Militia  Reserve),  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1909." 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Haldane,  Uoildington)       890 

Mr,  AshUy  {Lancashire,  Blackpool) ...     J^9.S 

Mr,  Courtenay-Wamer  (Sta^ordnhire,  Lichfield)  ..  906 

Motion  made  and  Question  put,  '<That  asum  not  exceeding  £539,900  be 
granted  for  the  said  service." — (Mr.  Ashley,) 

Mr,  Guy  Baring  (Winchester)      910 

Captain  Faber  (Hampshire,  Andover)       911 

Mr.  W,  Nicholson  (Uampshirey  Peter sfield)  ...  912 

Lord  Joiwy-Cecil  (Lincolnshire,  Stamfmd)  ...  917 

Captain  Morrison-Bell  (Devonshire,  Ashbnrlon) 918 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfaubr  (City  of  London)         921 

Mr.  Hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) 923 

The    FinaThcial  Secretary  to   the    ff^ar   Office  (Mr.   Acland,    Yoi'hhire, 

Richmond)  '. 926 

Mr.  Carlisle  (Herts,  St.  Albans) 930 

Captain  Morrison-Bell        934 

Mr.  Bellairs  (Lynn  Jiegis) 936 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  77  ;  Noes,  231.     (Division  List  No.  22 i.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Givil  Service  Estimates,  1908-9.    Glass  IL 

2.  Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£40,b30,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Department  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afi'airs." 

Mr.  A.  Fonsonby  (Stirling  Burqhs)  933 

Mr.  Lynch  (Yorkshire  W.R.,  Hipm)  94t 

Sir  Charles  W.  DUkc  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 955 

Earl  Percy  (KeTiSiington,  S.)  961 

The  Secretary  of  State  foi-  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  Edward  Grey,  Northurtiher- 

land,  Berwick) 965 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker  (Gravescnd)      97b 

Dr.  Rutherford  (Middlesex,  Brentfmd)     982 

Sir  F.  Banbury  (City  of  Loudon) 985 

Sir  Edtvard  Grey 986 

Mr.  Rees  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  ...         ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  9iV6 

Sir  milium  Bull  (Hammersmith)  988 

Sir  Edward  Grey 988 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported.  , 

CLASS  1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
J&37,000  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £5,000),  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
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come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1909,  for  Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings." 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Beport  to  the  House.  • 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Wednesday ;  Committee  also  report 
Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill  [Lords]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1 : 

Mr.  William  Rutherford  {Liverpool,  Wed  Derby)  989 

Amendment  proposed. 

"In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  consent*  to  insert  the  words 
*  voluntarily  and  without  intimidation.*  ''—{Mr.  William  Rutherford.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)  990 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.Birrell 991 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Commission '  to 

the  end  of  the  clause.* " 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Bill." 

Mr.  Walter  Long  {Duhlin,  S.)       992 

Mr.  William  Rutherford 993 

Question,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Companies  Bill  [Lords]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1 : 

Mr.  Rawlinsoii  {Carnlridge  University) 993 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  Possession,*  to  insert  the 
words  *  to  which  this  Act  applies,  and  *  **— (A/r.  Rawlinson.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  {Sir  H.  Kearley, 

Devonport)      *       994 

Mr.  William  Rutherford 995 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  William  Rutherford 996 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  9,"a£ter  the  word  *  1907/  to  insert  the  words 
'  and  compli^  with  all  the  other  requirements  of  Section  thirty-five, 
including  an  address  to  which  all  notices  or  processes  may  be  sent  or 
served  in  accordance  with  such  section,  and  continues  from  time  to 
time  to  comply  therewith.' " — (Mr.  William  Eutherford.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  H,  Kearley      997 

iff.  William  Eutherford 997 

Mr,  Markham  {Notts,  Mamfield) 998 

Sw  H,  Kearley       999 

Mr,  WiUum  Rutherford 1,000 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  32 ;  Noes,  168.     (Division  List  No.  225.) 

Clause  2  : 

Question  put,  '<  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Joseph  Pease  and  the  Master  of  Elibank  were  appointed  Tellers  for 
the  Ayes,  and,  there  being  no  Members  willing  to  act  as  Tellers  for 
the  Noes,  the  Chairman  declared  that  the  Ayes  had  it. 

CUnae  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

^Uie  Works  Loans  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  William  Eutherford 1003 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr,  Hdblwuse,  Bristol,  E,)       ...  1003 
Mr,  William  Rutherford 1004 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : 

Mr.  WUUam  Rutherford 1004 

Mr,  Hobhouae        1006 

Clame  agreed  to. 

Mr.  William  Eutherf)rd 1006 

Qauses  3,  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6: 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  4,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  *any  of  the  purposes 
for  which,'  and  to  insert  the  words  '  the  acquisition  of  land  or  the 
purchase,  erection,  construction,  alteration,  or  enlargement  of  any 
building  or  permanent  work  by.' " — {Mr,  Hobhouae,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  st^ud  part  of 
the  claiise." 

Question  put,  and  negatiy^. 
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Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  William  Rutherford 1007 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  William  Rutherford 1008 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment. 

"  After    the  word  *  by '  to    insert  the   words  *  or  for '  " — (Mr. 
William  Rutherford.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  insert^." 

Mr.  Eobhouse         1009 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed — 

'*  In  page  4,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  'is  for  the  time  being 
authorised  by,"  and  to  insert  the  words  *  in  pursuance  of.'  " 

**  In  page  4,  line  51,  to  leave  out  the  word^  *  to  bDrrow.* " — 
(Mr,  Hobhouse,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Schedule : 

Mr,  William  Rutherfoi'd -^         lOlO 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  this  day. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Connor  0' Kelly  (Mayo,  N.) 1012 

Sir  A.  Acland'Hood  (Somerset,  Wellington)        1012 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,) 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  34  ;  Noes,  137.     (Division  List  No.  226.) 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 

Mr  Everett  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 1013 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  to  leave  out  lines  7  and  8.'' —(Mr.  Everett.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 
7'he  Premlent  of  the  LocaiI  GovnnmerU  Bo^rd  (Mr,  John  Burns,  Battersea)  1017 

Mr,  Hicks  Bettih  (Gloucestershire,  Tewkeshmj) lOlfl 

Mr  Courthope  (Sussex,  Rye)  lOip 

Mr,  Younger  (Ayr  Burghs)  102^ 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  Samuel  Scott  (Marylehoney  fF.)  1021 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress ; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  Samuel  Scott,) 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  32  ;  Noes,  135.     (Division  List  No.  227.) 

Sir  Samuel  Scott 1023 

Mr.  Acland  1023 

Mr.  Luttrdl  {Devonshire^  Tavistock)  1023 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  lines  29  and  30." — {Mr.  Luttrell.) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 

Mr.JofmBums 1026 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Mackamess  {Berkshire,  Newbury)      1026 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  line  13." — {Mr.  Mackarness,) 

Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  {Orkney  and  Shetland.) 

Mr.  Markham  {Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield        1028 

Mr.JohnBums     1031 

Mr.  Cathcaft  Wason  1036 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonodd 1037 

Amendmeat  prc|X)sed — 

"In    page   4,   to  leave  out   lines   41   and  42." — Mr.    liamsay 

Maedondld.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 

Mr.  Maddiion  {Burnley) 1042 

Mr.JohnBums ...  1043 

Mr.  Keir  Hardie  {Merthyr  Tydvil)           1045 

Mr.  William  Rutherford 1046 

Mr.  John  Ward  {Stoke-on-Trent) 1047 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  MacFeagh  {Dovm,  S.)       »  1050 

Mr.  Eobhause         1053 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  without  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 

Mr.  J.  MacVeagh 1054 

Mr.  Hothouse         1055 

Mr.  John  Ward 1055 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Naval  Marriages  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1 : 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : 

Mr,  WiUuim  Rutherford ...  1056 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr,  J,  A,  Pease^  Essex, 

Saffron  Walden)         ...   1056 

Mr,  Carlile  {Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans)      1057 

'  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Dr.  Macnamara,  Camber- 

well,  N,) ...  1057 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3,  4,  5  and  6  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment  to  the  House,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed 

Agricultural  Holdiugs  Bill  [Lords]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  1 : 

Mr.  JFilliam  Ratherford 1059 

Th'.  Treasurer  of  tlie  Household  (Sir  Edtoard  Straehey,  Somersetshire,  S.)     1059 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  41  agreed  to. 

Clause  42 : 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  20,  line  41,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  Provided  that 
where  such  a  tenancy  was  a  tenaney  from  year  to  year  the  compensation 
payable  in  respect  of  an  improvement  comprised  in  the  Third  Schedule 
to  this  Act  shall  be  such  (if  any)  as  could  have  been  claimed  if  this 
Act  had  not  been  passed.' " — (Sir  Edtoard  Strachey.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.'' 

Mr.CarlUe 1059 

Sir  Edward  Strachey         1059 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Schedules  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  an  Amendment ;  as  amended  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 

Tuberculosis  Prevention  (Ireland)  Bill.— Order  for  Committee  read,  and 

discharged.     Bill  committed  to  a  Standing  Committee.— (;l/r.  /.  A.  Pease.)  1060 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1906-7. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(Ill  the  Committee.) 

I.  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto, 
that  the  aggregate  expenditure  on  Navy  Services  has  not  excesded 
the  aggregate  sums  appropriated  for  those  Services,  but  that,  a:)  shown 
in  the  Schedule  hereto  appended,  the  total  diflferences  between  the 
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Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  viz. : 

£        8.     d. 

Total  Surpluses 1,041,698    8     7 

Total  Deficits 644,285  12    7 

Net  Surplus £397,412  16     0 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  application  of  so  much  of  the 
said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  as  is  necessary  to 
cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy  Services  be 
sanctioned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  application  of 
such  sums  be  sanctioned.* — {Mr.  Hoohouse,) 

Mr,  William  Rutherf(yrd 1063 

,      Dr.  Macnamara     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1063 

Mr.  William  Rutherford 1063 

Mr.  John  Ward 1064 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

II.  Whe*oas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Appropriation  Account  for  the 
year  ended  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  and  the  statement  appended 
thereto,  that  the  aggregate  expenditure  on  Army  Services  has  not  exceeded 
the  Aggregate  sums  appropriated  for  those  Services,  but  that,  as  shown  in 
the  Schedule  hereto  appended,  the  total  difierences  between  the  Ex- 
chequer Grants  for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 
viz.: — 

£      s.    d. 

Total  Surpluses 1,336,708    4     1 

Total  Deficits 42,029  13     4 

Net  Surplus  £1,294,678  10     9 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  application  of  so  much  of  the 
said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army  Services  as  is  necessary  to 
cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services  be 
sanctioned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  application  of  such 
sums  be  sanctioned. — (Mr,  Hothouse.) 

Mr.  CarliU  1067 

The   Financial  Setyretary  to  thA  War  Office  {Mr.  Aclandy   Yorkshire^ 

Richmond)        -         1067 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
10th  July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  Two  minutes  after  Four  o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS :    TUESDAY,  28th  JULY,  1908. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Dover  Oraving  Docks  BilL — The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported 

with  Amendments        1069 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Usk  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill ;  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Bill. — Reported,  without 
Amendment,  and  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
To-morrow        1069 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

g^o.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local 
overnment  Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill. — Reported,   with    Amend- 
ments, and  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  forthwith  ...  1069 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Pro>asional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  ;  Local  Goverment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (No,  8)  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment,  and  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  forthwith  . . .  1069 

Ammanford  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Northern, 
'lly,  and  Brompton  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Keighley  Corporation  Bill 
Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill  [h.l J  ;  Rhymney  and  Aber 


Piccadilly,  and  Brompton  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Keighley  Corporation  Bill 
[h.!^]  ;  Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill  [h.l^  ;  Rhymney  and  Aber 
Valleys  Gas  and  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board  Bill  [h.l.]. 


— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.     The  said 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to         ...         ...  1069 

South  West  Suburban  Water  Bill ;  Blackburn  Corporation  Bill.— Returned 

from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  1069 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Commons 

Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow 1070 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  BilL — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order).  Bills  reported 
without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived,  and  Bills  to  be  read 
3»  To-morrow 1070 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  made.  Standing  Committee 
negatived.  The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  to-morrow,  and 
Standing  Order  No  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being 
dispensed  with 1070 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No  7)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  8)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
Bills  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived,  and 
Bills  to  be  3^  To-morrow         1070 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No. 
1 1)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order).  The  Amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  made.  Standing  Committe  negatived.  The  Report 
of  Amerdments  to  be  received  to-morrow,  and  Standing  Order  No.  XXaIX. 
to  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed  with  1070 
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Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons  Amendments  consideroa  (according  to  order),  and 
agreed  to  1070 

Lanark  Corporation  (Extension  of  Boundaries,  etc.)  Order  Confirmation 

BilL — Kead  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed       1070 

Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Eead  d"" 

(according  to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1070 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Pier  and  Har- 
bour Provisional  Order  (No.  3.)  Bill  [h.l  ]. — Commons  Amendment  con- 
sidered (according  to  order),  and  agreed  to  ...         1071 

PETITIONS. 

Old-Ajfe  Pensions  Bill — Petition  against  proceeding  with  until  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Poor  Law  has  been  issued ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1071 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs)  Bill.— Petition  against ; 

read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1071 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Loss  of  Life). — Return  showing  the  lives  lost  by  wreck, 

drowning,  or  other  accident 1071 

Commercial,  No.  6  (1908)  (Suez  Canal).— Returns  of  Shipping  and  tonnage, 

1905,  1906,  and  1907 1071 

Local  Government  Board  (Ireland).— Annual  Report         1071 

Irish  Land  Commission. — Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  period  from 
Ist  April,  1907,  to  31st  March,  1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     1071 

Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901  (Account  1907-1908),— Account  showing  the  money 
issued  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  under  the  provisions  of  the  Pacific 
Cable  Act,  1901 ...  1071 

Battleships,  Armoured  Cndsers,  and  Destroyers.— Moved,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  Return  showing  the  comparative  strength  in  First 
Class  battleships  less  than  twenty-five  years  old;  armoured  cruisers  less 
than  twenty  years  old ;  and  destroyers  built  and  building  of  Great  Britain, 
the  United  States  of  America,  France,  Germany,  and  Japan,  on  1st  April, 
1908  (The  Earl  of  Cawdor) ;  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly     1072 

Companies  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to         1072 

Telegraph  (Construction)  BilL — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  Amendment.  The  Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next 1072 

expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill- — Brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read 
1*;  to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow  {The  Earl  of  Crewe), 
[No.  187]  1072 

Naval  Marriages  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read  1*;  to  be 
printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow  (The  Lord  Granard  {E.  Granard) ). 
[No.  188]  1072 
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Pablic  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  made.  Standing 
Committee  negatived.  Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered 
(according  to  order),  and  dispensed  with.  Amendments  reported ;  Bill  read 
3",  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons       ...  1072 

Old -Age  Pensions  Bill. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be  put  into  Com- 
mittee, read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee." — {Viscount 
fFolverhampton,) 

The  Earl  of  Bosebery        1073 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1 : 

The  Lord  Charicellor  (Lord  Lorehum)        1077 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1078 

The  Earl  of  Ualsbwry        1082 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The  Earl  of  Crewe)        1084 

Earl  Cromer  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1086 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  insert  at  the  beginning  of  the  clause  the 
words  *  Until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifteen.*  " — {Earl  Cromer,) 

On  Question,  "  That  these  words  be  here  inserted," 

Their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  77  ;  Not  Contents,  45. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  'pension,'  to  insert  the  words  *  the 
person  who  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  nfteen  shall  not  be  deprived  of  that  pension  by 
reason  of  the  expiry  of  this  Act.  * " — {Earl  Cromer.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 1094 

Amendment  moved — 

'*In  page  1,  line  15,  after  subsection  (3)  to  insert  the  following  new 
subjections  : — *  (4)  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  there  shall  be  opened  an 
account  at  the  Bank  of  England  called  "  The  Old- Age  Pensions  Account," 
and  there  shall  be  paid  to  this  account  such  money  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  provided  by  Parliament  towards  defraying  the  costs  and  expenses  incurred 
in  Great  Britain  in  the  execution  of  this  Act,  and  all  other  sums  received  in 
respect  of  old-age  pensions  under  this  Act,  and  directed  by  regulations  under 
this  Act  to  be  paid  into  the  Old- Age  Pensions  Account.  (5)  The  costs  and 
expenses  incurred  in  Great  Britain  in  the  execution  of  this  Act  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  subject  to  regulations  to  be  made  by  the 
Treasury  out  of  the  money  standing  to  that  account.  (6)  At  the  end  of 
every  financial  year,  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Old-Age 
Pensions  Account  shall  be  made  up  in  such  form  and  with  such  particulars  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  Treasury,  and  shall  be  audited  by  the  Comptroller 
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and  Auditor-General  as  public  accounts  in  accordance  with  such  regulations 
as  the  Treasury  may  make,  and  shall  be  laid  bafore  Parliament  together  with 
his  report  thereon.'"— (7%«  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

ViscowU  Wolverhampton 1096 

ViscouTd  SL  Aldwyn  1097 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Claiise  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  Avehury         1098 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  1,  to  insert  the  following  new  clause  :  *  (I)  A  per- 
son born  on  the  first  day  of  January  nineteen  hundred  and  nine  and  a 
person  who  on  that  day  is  under  sixty-live  years  of  age  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  under  this  Act.  (2)  The  Treasury  may  make 
regulations  enabling  persons  not  entitled  to  pensions  under  this  Act  to 
provide  the  like  pensions  for  themselves,  and  shall  cause  tables  to  be 
constructed  for  that  purpose  in  which  interest  shall  be  calculated  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  (3)  Where  a  person,  who  on 
the  first  day  of  January  nineteen  hundred  and  nine  is  above  the  age  of 
forty  one  and  under  the  age  of  sixty  five,  desires  to  provide  a  pension 
for  himself  as  aforesaid,  but  is  unable  to  pay  the  full  contribution  that 
is  required  by  the  tables  from  a  person  of  his  age,  the  Treasury  may 
pay  for  him  so  much  of  that  contribution  as  exceeds  the  contribution 
that  is  required  by  the  tables  from  a  person  of  the  age  of  forty -one.' " 
— {Lord  Avebury,) 

FiscaurU  Wolverhampton 1099 

Fisrmnt  Ridley 1099 

Lard  Atkinson        1102 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amendment — 

** To  insert  after  the  words  *  as  verified,' the  words  'wherever 
practicable.'  " — (Lord  Atkinson,) 

Thf  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  1102 

Viscount  JVolverhampton 1103 

Viscount  St,  Aldwyn  ...         ...         1104 

On  Quaition,  Amendment  to  the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  Avehury        1104 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  pace  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  must,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  satisfy  the  local  pension  committee  that.' " — {Loi^d  Avehury,) 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1104 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  Act,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and 
subject  to  any  exceptions  provided  by  these  regulations.'  " — {Viscount 
Wolverhamnton.) 

Viscowni  St,  Aldwyn         1105 

Viscount  Wolverhampton    ...  * 1106 

T/^e  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1106 
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Viscount  IFolrerhiimpton 1107 

Tlie  Marquess  of  Salisbury..,         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1107 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Lord  Fitzmauriee)     ...   1108 
Lord  Ashbourne      ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1109 

Viscount  St.  Aldwyn  1110 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Clinton  1111 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  Kingdom,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  and  such  regulation  shall  provide  that  a  person  shall  not  be  disqualified 
by  reason  only  of  absence  beyond  the  seas  during  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  qualifying  period,  either  on  actual  naval  or  military  service  on  behalf 
of  the  Crown,  or  where  his  domicile  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  continu- 
ously retained  in  the  performance  of  any  duly  arising  from,  or  incidental 
to,  any  office,  trade,  service,  or  employment.' " — (Lord  Clinton). 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1113 

Lord  Zouche  of  Ha/ryngworth         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1114 

The  Marquess  0/ Lansdotcne  ...  IIU 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1115 

Viscount  St  A  Idtm/n  1115 

Viscount  Knutsford 1115 

The  Marquess  of  Salisht^y ...  1116 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotcne  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1117 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Muskerry       1117 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1 ,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  Kingdom,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  in  the  case  of  all  masters  and  seamen  of  Bntish  nationality, 
service  at  sea  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  to  constitute  a  residence  under 
the  terms  of  this  Act.'  " — {Lord  Muskerry.) 

Viscount  Wolverhampton   ...         ;..         1117 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  lino  1,  after  the  first  *  the,'  to  insert  the  word  *  yearly.' " 
— {Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Avebury         IIIB 

Amendment  moved — 

••  In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  « means  of  the,'  and  after 
the  word  *  person,'  to  insert  the  words  *  must  satisfy  the  local  pension 
committee  that  his  means.'  " — {Lord  Avebury.) 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Cfause  3  : 

Viscount  St.  Aldwyn  ... 1118 
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Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  Hhe  3l8t  day  of 
December,  1910,  unless.'" — (Viscount  SL  Aldwyn,) 

Visceuni  Wolverhampton 1120 

Viscoufd  St  Jldwyn         1121 

The  Earl  of  Canwerdown 1122 

Viscount  Woherhampton 1122 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume  1123 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Clinton  1123 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  of,'  to  insert  the  words  *  the 
temporary  or  occasional  maintenance  of  that  person  or  by  means  of.' " 
—{Lord  Clinton,) 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1124 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

ViscowU  Gosehen 1124 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  according  to  his 
ability,  opportunity,  and  need,  in  order  to  insert  the  word  *  diligently.* " 
—{Viscount  Ooschen.) 

Lord  Fitzmaurice 1126 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume  1127 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Viscount  Gosehen 1128 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  for,'  and  to  insert  the 

words  'during  the  last.'" — {Viscount  Ooschen,) 

Lord  Fitzmaurice .'        1128 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  1129 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  lines  34  and  35,  to  leave  out  the  words  'up  to 
attaining,'  and  to  insert  the  words  '  immediately  his  attainment  of.' " 
— {Visccunt  Ooschen.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  ta 

Lord  Saltaun  1130 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  to  insert  the  following  words  '  If  the  Court 
before  whom  he  is  convicted  so  orders.' " — {Lora  Saltoun.) 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1131 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  4: 

Viscount  St  Aldfm/n         1131 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  words '  which,  though  capable 
of  investment  or  profitable  use,  is  not  so  invested  or  profitably  used  by 
him,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *■  if  such  property,  being  at  the  time 
capable  of  realisation,  were  realised  and  invested  in  the  purchase  of  a 
Government  annuity  for  the  life  of  such  person.  Provided  that  the 
house  in  which  such  person  resides,  and  any  furniture  or  effects  neces- 
sary for  its  occupation,  shall  not  be  considered  as  property  that  could 
be  realised  for  the  purchase  of  such  annuity/  " — (Viscmhid  St.  Aldwjn,) 
Viscount  Wolverhampton 1134 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Marqupss  of  Salishii-y  

Loi'd  Fitzmamice 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  

The  Earl  of  Crewe  .,, 

Visc&imt  Ridley      


..  1135 

..  1136 

..  1137 

..  1138 

..  1138 


Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  person,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  but  this  provision  shall  not  include  the  value  of  the  maintenance  of  a 
person  by  relatives  who  are  by  law  compellable  to  maintain  that  per- 
son.' " — Fiscount  Ridley.) 

Lord  Fitzmaurice  ...  1138 

Viscount  Ridley      ,  1139 

Viscount  St,  Aldwyn  1140 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Viscount  Ridley      1141 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  ......  1142 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1142 

Lord  Sanderson      1143 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  1143 

Lord  Fitzmaurice 1143 

Viscount  Ridley 1144 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  and  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : 

Ijord  Atkinson        1144 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  5,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  question,'  to  insert  the 
following  new  subsection  :  *  (  )  If  the  pension  committee  after  the 
receipt  of  the  aforesaid  report  do  not  within  the  time  prescribed  proceed 
to  give  their  decision  on  the  claim  or  question  so  reported  upon,  the 
recommendation  or  opinion  of  the  pension  officer  as  expressed  in  his 
report  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  decision 
of  the  pensions  committee  upon  the  same,  and  shall  be  acted  upon  and 
treated  accordingly.' " — {Lm'd  Atkinson.) 

Viscount  Wolverhampton 1145 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  them,'  to  insert,  *  If  a  local 
pension  committee  refuse  oi^  neglect  to  consider  any  claim  for  a  pension 
or  to  determine  any  question  within  a  reasonable  time,  any  person 
who  would  have  thJe  right  under  this  provision  to  appeal  against  the 
decision  of  the  local  pension  committee  may  appeal  as  if  the  pension 
committee  had  given  such  a  decision-'  '^—(Piscmnt  Wolverhimpton,) 

On  question.  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Atkinson        1146^ 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  20,  to  add  the  words,  "  That  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  disapproves  of  the  decision  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
party  aggrieved  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.' " — {Lord  Atkinson.) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Question,  clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8 : 

The  Buke  of  Devonshire     ..  114T 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  5,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  county  '  to  insert  the  words 

*  and  shall  consist  either  wholly  or  partly  of  members  of  the  appointing 
council,  but  the  members  of  such  council  shall  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  committee.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

Lord  Fiizmaurice 1148 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Viscount  Midleton 1150- 

Amendment  moved — 

*•  In  page  5,  line  30,  after  the  word  ^  county,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  for  the  purpose  of  this  sub-section  the  expression  "  borough  "  means 
and  includes  a  metropolitan  borough  and  the  City  of  London.'  " — 
{ViscowU  Midleton,) 

Viscount  Woherluxmpton ...         ...         1150" 

Viscount  Midleton ...         ...         1151 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 1151 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  5,  to  leave  out  lines  31,  32,  and  33,  and  to  insert  the 
following  new  subsection :  *  The  Local  Government  Board  may  have 
power  to  appoint  such  persons  as  they  shall  select,  not  exceeding  three 
in  number,  to  serve  as  ex-officio  members  of  any  local  pension  com- 
mittee.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

Lord  Atkinson        •       1152 

Lord  Fitzmaurice 1152 

Lord  Atkinson       ...  1154 

Viscount  St.  Aldwyn         ...  1154 

The  Earl  of  Crewe  ... ...  1155 

Amendment,  by  leavey  withdrawn. 

LordOHnton  ...         ...         ...  115^ 
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Amendment  moved — 

''To  insert  the  words  'Each  local  pension  committee  should  be 
so  constituted  as  to  contain  representatives  of  the  other  local  author- 
ities within  their  area.' " — {Lord  ClifUoh.) 

Lord  Fitzmaurice 1157 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotone  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1158 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 1159 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  5,  lines  37  and  38,  to  leave  out  the  words  'either 
absolutely  or  under  such  conditions  as  they  think  fit'  " — (The  Earl  of 
Mayo,) 

Lord  Fitzmaurice 1159 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Dvike  of  Devonshire^ 1160 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  other  than  the  power  to  give  a  decision  on  a  claim  within  the  meaning 
of  this  Act.'  ''—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

Lord  Fitzmaurice 1161 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  40,  after  the  word  •  Act,'  to  insert  the  following 
new  subsection  :  *  (  )  The  Local  Government  Board  may  appoint  any 
person  or  any  persons  not  exceeding  three  in  number  to  be  a  member 
or  members  of  any  local  pensions  committee,  or  of  any  sub  committee 
appointed  by  the  latter,  who  shall,  when  appointed,  have  all  the  rights 
of  ordinary  members  of  such  committees.'  — {Lord  Atkinson.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  8,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  : 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  7,  after  the  word  *  obtaining/  to  insert  the  words 
•or  continuing.'" — {Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  either  for  himself  or  ifor  any  other  person,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  or  continuing  an  old-age  pension  under  this  Act  for  himself 
or  for  any  other  person  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  appropriate  to  the 

case.' " — ( Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 
On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1161 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  9,  after  the  word  •  misrepresentation,'  to  insert  the 
words  'or  if  it  appears  that  any  person  has  directly  or  indirectly  de- 
prived himself  of  any  income  or  property  in  order  to  qualify  himself 
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for  the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension,  or  for  the  receipt  of  an  old-age 
pension  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  mider  this  Act/  " — {Earl  of  Camperdoion.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lard  Atkinson        11G2 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  1 1,  after  the  word  *  labour/  to  insert  the  following 
new  subsection  :  '  (  )  The  pension  officer  may  at  any  time,  without  the 
matter  having  been  referred  to  him,  call  upon  and  require  a  person  in 
receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  to  establish  that  he  has  not  since  the 
same  was  granted  to  him  become  disqualified  to  receive  it,  and  the 
pension  officer  shall  inquire  into  the  matter  of  the  pensioners'  disqualifica- 
tion and  report  on  the  same  to  the  pension  committee,  who  shall 
receive  and,  as  far  as  applicable,  act  upon  the  said  report  as  if  it  were 
a  report  received  under  the  provisions  of  Clause  7,  subsection  (7)/  " — 

{Lord  Atkinson,) 

Lord  Haversham    , 1163 

Lord  Atkinson        1163 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10 : 

The  Earl  of  Camperdmm 1163 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa^e  7,  line  17,  after  subsection  (2)  to  insert  the  following 
new  subsection :  *  (3)  Every  regulation  under  this  Act  shall  be  laid 
before  each  House  of  Parliament  forthwith,  and  if  an  address  is  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  either  House  of  Parliament  within  the  next 
subsequent  twenty-one  days  on  which  that  House  has  sat  next  after 
any  such  regulation  is  laid  before  it,  praying  that  the  regulation  may 
be  annulled.  His  Majesty  in  Council  may  annul  the  regulation,  and  it 
shall  thenceforth  be  void,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  validity  of  any- 
thing previously  done  thereunder.' " — {The  Earl  of  Camperdown,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 0,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

The  Eeport  of  Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow,  and  the  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  189.) 

Isle  of  Man  (Customs  Duties)  Bill ;  Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats  Supply 
(Ireland)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) ;  Bill  reported 
without  Amendment  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills  to  be 
road  3*  to-morrow        1164 

IVliale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) : 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow  ...         1164 

Polling  Districts  (Oounty  Councils)  Bill ;  Polling  Arangements  (Parlia- 
mentary Boroughs)  BilL — ^Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed         ...  1165 
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Municipal  Franchise  (Mercantile  Ck>rporation8  and  Companies)  Bill 

[h.l.]. — Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Com- 
mons      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..•         •••  1165 

Commons  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3*  (according  to  order.) 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  arui  Fisheries  (Fori  Cimington)  1165 
Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  sheep,'  to  insert  the  word 
*  goats.*  ''—(Earl  Carrington.) 
On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill.— -Read  2»  (according  to  order),  with  the  Amendments, 

further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...  1165 

Provisional  Orders  (Procedure)  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3^  (according  to  order), 

and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1165 

Married  Women's  Property  Bill  — Debate  on  the  motion  for  Second  Reading 
resumed  (according  to  order). 

The  Earl  of  Stradbroke      1165 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill;  University 
of  Durham  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) :  Bills  reported 
without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived,  and  Bills  to  be  read 
3"  To-morrow 1166 

Orand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act,  1836,  Amendment  Bill  [Second  Reading.]— 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Denman        1166 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." — {Lord  Denman,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

Battleships,  Armoured  Cruisers  and  Destroyers.—Return  respecting; 
laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  this  day),  and  to  be  printed, 
(No.  190)  1166 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  Twelve  o'clock  a.m.,  till  a 
quarter  past  Four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  28th  JULY,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Holdemess  Water  Bill ;  London  United  Tramways  Bill ;  Nottinghamshire 
and  Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill.-- 
Ijords  Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  23rd  July, 
considered,  and  agreed  to        ;..         1167 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill.— As  amended,  con- 
sidered; to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow        ...         1167 
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Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Gomwall,  etc.)  Bill 

[Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed        1167 

Commons  Reffulation  (Towyn  Trewan)  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Re- 
ported, without.  Ameodment  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow  1167 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords].— Reported  without  Amendment; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time      1167 

Biver  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  without  Amendment; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time      1167 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to,  Tobacco  Growing 
(Scotland)  Bill,  Wild  Birds  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill,  London  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Bill,  Gosport  Gras  Bill,  Central  Ireland  Electric  Power  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill  [Lords],  Leith 
Burgh  Bill  [Lords],  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to  Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords], 
with  an  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  [Edinburgh  and  District  Water 
Order  Confimation  Bill  [Lords]  1167 

Edinbnrgh  and  District  Water  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill  [LoRDs].~Read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  (under  Section  9  of  The  Private  Legislation  Pro- 
cedure (Scotland)  Act,  1899)  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
priiited.     [Bill  344]      1168 

PETITIONS. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Bill.— Petition  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  1168 

Licensing  Bill. — 2^Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1168 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill— 2  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  1168 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea. — Return  showing  the  lives  lost  by  Wreck,  Drowning  or, 
other  Accident  in  Biitish  sea-going  Merchant  Ships ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      1168 

Local  Taxation  Account,  1907-8 — ^Return  presented,  relative  thereto ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  263]        ',         1168 

Local  Taxation  Licenses,  etc.,  1907-8. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  264]  1169 

Irish  Land  (Jommission. — Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  period  from 

1st  April,  1907,  to  31st  March,  1908;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1169 
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Local  Gtovemment  Board  (Ireland). — Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        116^ 

Suez  Canal  (Commercial,  No.  5,  1908).— Returns  of  Shipping  and  Tonnage 
passing  through  the  Suez  Canal,  1905,  1906,  and  1907;  to  lie  upon  ih: 
Table       1108 

Trustee  Savings  Banks. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  265] 1168 

Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901. — Account  presented,  showing  the  Money  issued  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund  under  the  provisions  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901, 
and  of  the  Money  received,  expended,  and  borrowed,  and  Securities  created 
under  the  said  Act;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  266]     1168 

Deaths  from  Starvation  or  Accelerated  by  Privation  (London).— Return 
presented,  relative  thereto;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  267]  1169 

Members  of  Parliament. — Order  [23rd  June]  for  an  Address  for  a  Return 
relative  thereto,  read  and  discharged  ;  and,  instead  thereof : — 

Address  for  "  Return  of  the  names  of  every  Member  returned  to  serve 
in  the  Twenty-seventh  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  (ireat  Britain 
and  Ireland  appointed  to  meet  3rd  December,  1900,  and  dissolved  8th 
January,  1906,  specifying  the  names  of  the  county,  city,  university,  or 
place  for  which  each  Member  was  returned  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  365,  of  Session  1901). "--(5e>  William  Bull) 1169 

Offences  in  County  Armagh  (Ireland).— Return  ordered,  "showing  the 
number  of  convictions  for  indictable  and  non-indictable  Offences  committed 
in  the  districts  in  Ireland         1169 

QUESTIONS    AND    ANSWERS    CIRCULATED    WITH    THE    VOTES. 

Addition  to  Phcenix  Park 1171 

Matcham  and  Co.  and  the  Fair  Wages  Clause      1171 

Subletting  of  Messrs.  Lester  and  Perkins' Contracts       ...  1172 

Cost  of  Living  in  Welsh  Provincial  Towns            1172 

Sunday  Duty  in  the  Post  Office     1173 

Promotion  in  the  Customs — Mr.  Clarke's  Change            1174 

Colonial  Audit  Branch         1174 

Education  Problem 1175 

Dismissal  of  Married  Teachers  at  Aberdare          1176 

College-trained  Teachers  in  Elementary  Schools ...  1176 

Coastguards  and  the  Naval  Manceuvres 1177 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters — Funds  of  Toronto       1177 

Tullaghan  Tenant 1178 

Naval  Court  Martial            1178 

Creech  Grange  Post  Office 1179 

Sligo  Post  Office— Night  Duties     1179 
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Thames  Steamers  and  the  Conveyance  of  the  Mails         1180 

Small-Pox  among  Post  Office  Employees 1180 

Shetland  Cable  Breakdomi  1181 

Bristol  Post  Office 1181 

WiUesden  Education  Committee 1182 

Certified  Training  Teachers  1182 

Sheep  Dipping  in  North  Wales      ...         118S 

Small  Holdings  Act — Tonbridge  Eviction  Case    ...         ...         118^ 

Horse  Breeding        1184 

Scottish  Sheriffs  and  Insurance  Company  Directorships  1184 

British  Museum  Extension 1185 

Officers  on  Retired  Pay       1185 

East  London  and  the  Pension  Scheme       ...         ...         ...  1185 

Dromard  Evicted  Tenant 118^ 

Knocklong  Evicted  Tenants  1186 

Ijand  Purchase  in  Co.  Limerick      ...         *..         ...  1187 

Fermoy  Urban  Council  Meetings 1188 

Irish  Assistant  Teachers       118^ 

Shoeburyness  Foreshore      ...         ...  1189 

Territorial  Foreshore  1189 

Territorial  Uniform  Contracts         1189 

Bermuda  Engineer  Stores 1190 

Territorials  at  Brecon  Public  Meeting        ...         1190 

Orissa 1191 

Registration  of  Titles  in  Scotland 1191 

Rates  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  1191 

SyroSettlers 1192 

Post  Office  Surveyors — Subsistence  Allowances 1192 

Revenue  Statistics ...         1193^ 

American  Cattle        1195 

Scotch  Smokeless  Coal         1195 

Naval  Paymasters 1196 

Regent's  Canal  1197 

Income-Tax 1197 

Ballymahon  Evicted  Tenant  1198 

Clonrellick  Lands 1198 

Claremorris  National  School  1198 

Rathdowney  Disturbances 1199 

Sir  George  Collhurst's  Estates        120O 

Irftfc  School  Teachers' Grievances 1201 

New  Forest  Military  Camps  1201 

Colonial  Auditors      ...         1202. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ixxx  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS, 

July  28.]  Page 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

British-built  Warships 1204 

Apprentices  on  Naval  Contract  Work        ...   1205 

Wallsend  Slipway  Company's  Employees ...         ...   1 206 

Admiralty  Payments  to  Quantity  Surveyors        1 207 

Defence  of  Sea  Trade  Eoutes  1207 

German  Naval  Policy  ...  1209 

H.M.S.  « Invincible  "—Fair  Wage  Clause  1209 

German  Naval  Expenditure  1210 

The  Admiralty  and  the  Press  1211 

Chain  Cable  Contracts         1212 

Land  Trade  between  Persia  and  British  India      1212 

Sylhet  Bomb  Factory  ...  1213 

Gun  Running  on  the  Afghan  Frontier       1213 

Sedition  in  Northern  India 1214 

Indian  Civil  Service  1214 

Indian  Excise  Administration  1214 

Calcutta  Liquor  Shops — Hours  of  Closing  1215 

Calcutta  County  and  Foreign  Licences      1215 

The  Sentence  on  Mr.  Tilak  1216 

Bombay  Factory  Workers' Disturbances 1218 

Law  of  Transportation  in  India I2I9 

Prosecutions  for  Sedition  in  India ...  1219 

Sentences  for  Treason  at  Tinnevelly  1219 

Treatment  of  Prisoners  in  India ...  1220 

India  Relief  Works 1220 

Bombay  Factories  Commission        ,.,         ,,.        , 1221 

Carib  Canal,  St.  Vincent 1221 

St.  Vincent  Eruption  Relief  Fund 1221 

Carib  Canal  Loan 1222 

Parsee  Indians  in  Natal      1222 

Island  of  St.  Vincent  Revenue        1223 

St.  Vincent  Relief  Fund— The  Carib  Canal  1223 

South  African  Compensation  Fund  1223 

Crown  Colonists  Stranded  in  England      1224 

Kingston  Wharves  and  Railways ,,,         1224 

King's  House,  Jamaica         1224 

The  Sultanate  of  Bruni        1225 

Trade  of  Bruni         1226 

West  Indian  Banana  Trade  1226 

Dominica  Light  Railway      1227 

Imports  of  Live  Cattle         ...   1228 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  Uxxi 

Jtdy  28.]  Page 

Cancellation  of  Venezuelan  Concessions 1228 

Franco-Canadian  Treaty      1229 

The  Release  of  Mr.  Clark  Kennedy  1229 

The  Czar  of  Russia 1230 

The  Scots  College  at  Rome 1230 

The  Russo-Japanese  War — British  Claims 1230 

The  Imprisoned  Suffragists 1231 

Medical  Officers' Reports 1231 

Out-workers  Returns  1231 

Tramcar  Speeds  in  London 1233 

Disabled  Motor 'Buses         1234 

Isle  of  Man  Excursion  Steamers      1235 

Port  of  London  Inquiry       1235 

London  Traffic  Commission  Report 1236 

Meat  Trade  Inquiry 1236 

The  All-Red  Route 1237 

Severn  Foreshore      1238 

Shoeburyness  Foreshore      ...         .  1238 

Motor" Competitions  on  Public  Roads         1239 

Driffield  Guardians  Vaccination  Contract 1239 

Motor  Car  Dust  Nuisance 1240 

Disclosure  of  Official  Information 1240 

Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  Official  Salaries 1240 

Canadian  Cattle  Imports      1241 

Illegal  Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth  1241 

Natal  Act  of  Indemnity       1242 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts 1242 

Government  Army  Policy 1243 

The  Speaker  and  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill        ..1243 

Snnimary  Jnrisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 

To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  345] 1244 

Pablic  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  BilL — Lords  Amendments  to  be  con- 
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Business  of  the  House  (Supply).— Ordered,  "  That  on  this  day,  notwith- 
standing anything  in  Standing  Order  No.  15,  Business  other  than  Business 
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Supply  [19th  Allotted  Day.] 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 
YOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.]  ; 
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Civil  Service  Estimates  1908-9. 

Class  II. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£31,450,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  oithe  Department  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  including  a  grant  in  aid  of  certain  expenses  connected 
with  emigration." 

Mr,  LytteUon  {St,  Georgeh,  HaTuyver  Square)        ...         ...  1244 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {Colonel  Seely,   Liverpool, 

Ahercromby) 

Mr.  Stuart  Worthy  {Sheffield,  Hallam) 

Mr,  Ramsay  Macdonald  {Leicester) 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker  {G^-avesend)      

Mr,  G,  Greenwood  {Peterborough) 

Earl  Winterton  {Sussex,  Horsham)  

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £31,350, 
be  granted  for  the  said  service." — {Earl  Winterton,) 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  {Leith  Burghs)         

Mr,  Hamar  Greenwood  {Ym'kshire)  

Mr,  Mitchell -Thomson  {Lanarkshire,  N.JF.) 

Mr,  Summerbell  {Sunderland)        

Mr,  Theodore  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Eadcliffe) 
Mr,  Boulton  {Himtingdonshire,  Ramsey)  ... 
Colonel  Seely  

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  92  ;  Noes,  247.     (Division  List  No.  228.) 


1260 
1274 
1275 
1283 
1295 
1302 


1306 
1308 
1311 
1318 
1320 
1323 
1325 


And,  it  being  after  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  proceded,  in  pursuance 
of  Standing  Order  No.  15,  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  necessary  to 
dispose  of  the  Vote  under  consideration. 

Question,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £31,450,  be  granted  for  the  said 
Service,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  put  severally  the  Questions,  "  That  the 
total  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  each  Class  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates,  including  Supplementary  Estimates,  and  the  total 
amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the 
Army  (including  Ordnance  Factories),  and  the  Revenue  Departments^ 
be  granted  for  the  Services  defined  in  those  Classes  and  Estimates — 

Class  I. 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £608,168,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in 
respect  of  the  Services  included  in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,145,045,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
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year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in 
respect  of  the  Services  included  in  Class  II.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  -.—Ayes,  282  ;  Noes,  81.     (Division  List  No.  229.) 

Class  III. 

4.  "That  a  sura,  not  exceeding  £1,685,768,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  res- 
pect of  the  Services  included  in  Class  III.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  299  ;  Noes,  SQ,     (Division  List  No.  230.) 

Class  IV. 

5.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,217,512,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  res- 
pect of  the  Services  included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  261 ;  Noes,  129.     (Division  List  No.  231.) 

Class  V. 

6.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  X366,236,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expen  iiture  in  res- 
pect of  the  Services  included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 

7.  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,084,845,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  res- 
pect of  the  Services  included  in  Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 

8  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £382,104,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Services  included  in  Class  Vll.of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimates,  1908-9. 

9.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,562,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Navy  Services." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

/2 
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Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

10.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceediajf  £13,505,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Army  Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance  Factories)." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Kevenue  Departments  Estimates,  1908-9, 

11.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £11,821,531,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1909,  for  tne  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office,  including 
Telegraphs,  and  Telephones." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Ways  AND  Means. — Resolved,  "That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1909,  the  sum  of  £69,157,274,  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
the  United  Kingdom." — {Mr,  Joseph  Pease.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow ...  1354 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill  [Lords].-— As  amended,  considered;  read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments         1354 

Public   Works  Loans  Bill. — As  amended,  considered ;  read  the  third  time, 

and  passed         1354 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  read  the 

third  time,  and  passed 1354 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee,) 
Clauses  1  to  29  agreed  to. 
Clause  30  : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Household  (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somersetshire,  S.)    1335 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  20,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  Acts  of  1883  and 
1906,'  and  to  insert  the  words  '  Act  of  1908.'  ''—{Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 

Mr,  Walter  Long  {Dublirh,  S.)       1355 

The  Attorney-General  {Sir  W.  Robson,  South  Shields) 1356 

Sir  F.  Banbury  {City  of  London) 1356 

The  Pnme  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Asquith,  Fife- 

shire,  E.)        1357 

Mr,  Walter  Long 1357 

Mr.  Asquith  1359 

Mr,  Eawlinson  {Cambridge  University) 1359 

Sir  F,  Banbury      1360 

Amendment — 

Clause  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  31  to  46  inclusive,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  47  : 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  pi^e  30,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  three  of  the  Market 
Gardeners'  Compensation  Act,  1895,*  and  to  insert  the  words  *  forty- 
two  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  1908.'  " 

"  In  page  30,  lines  19  and  20,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  (England) 
Acts,  1883  to  1906,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  Act,  1908.' " 

"  In  page  30,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  three  of 
the  Market  Grardeners'  Compensation  Act,  1895,'  and  to  insert  the 
words  *  forty-two  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  1908.'" 

"  In  page  30,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  1900,'  and  to  insert 
the  word  4908.'" 

"  In  page  30,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  (England)  Acts, 
1883  to  1906,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *Act,  1 908.'"— </S'ir  Edward 
Strachey,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clauses  48  to  54  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  55  : 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  55." — {Sir  Edtmi-d  Strac\ey.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  56,  57,  and  58,  agreed  to. 

Clause  59  : 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  37,  lino  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  (England)  Acts, 
1883  to  1906,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *Act,  1 908.'"— (iS'if  Edward 
Strachey,) 

Amendment  agreed  to— 

Clauses  59  to  64  agreed  to. 

Schedule : 

Amendments  proposed — 

"In  page  42,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  (England)  Acts 
1883  to  1906,'  and  to  insert  the  words  '  Act,  1908.'  " 

"  In  page  42,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  those  Acts,'  and  iu 
insert  the  words  *  that  Act.'" 

"  In  page  42,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  those  Acts,' 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  that  Act.' " — (Sir  Edvxird  Strachey,) 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill,  as  amended,  reported,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill. — Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  Bawlinson       1362 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  (Mr,  Etimiman,  Dewshtry)     ...  1362 

Mr.  Cave  (Surrey^  Kingston)        1363 

Sir  William  Anson  (Oxford  University) 1363 

Lord  R. Cecil  (Mar ylehone.E,) 1363 
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Question  put,  anrl  agreed  to. 

Bill  r»*ad  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  for  To-morrow. — (Mr,  Huncirmin.) 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1906-7. 

BesolutioDS  reported. 

I. — Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto, 
that  the  aggregate  expenditure  on  Navy  Services  has  not  exceeded 
the  aggregate  sums  appropriated  for  those  Services,  but  that,  as  shown 
in  the  Schedule  hereto  appended,  the  total  differences  between  the 
Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  viz.  : — 

£  s.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  -  -  -  1,041,698  8  7 
Total  Deficits        -        -         -     644,285  12     7 


Net  Surplus  .  -        -  £397,412  16     0 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  application  of  so  much  of  the  said 
total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover 
the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy  Services  be  sanctioned. 

1.  "That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned." 

II. — Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  and  the  statement  appended  there- 
to, that  the  aggregate  expenditure  on  Army  Services  has  not  exceeded 
the  aggregate  sums  appropriated  for  those  Services,  but  that,  as  shown 
in  the  Schedule  hereto  appended,  the  tot  il  differences  between  the 
Exchequer  Gmnts  for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 
follows,  viz. — 

£  s.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  -  -  -  1,336,708  4  1 
Total  Deficits       -         -         -  42,029  13     4 

Net  Surplus-        -     1,294,678  10     9 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  application  of  so  much  of  the  said 
total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover 
the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services  be  sanctioned. 

2.  "  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned.' 
Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Cran  Measures  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Sir  Edward  Strachey         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   1367 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  nineteen  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  29th  JULY,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Idverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and  Buildings)  Bill.— Committed         ...  I36d 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act,  1904  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.l.].— 
Retamed  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to        1369 

Holdemess  Water  Bill ;  London  United  Tramways  Bill ;  Nottinghamshire 
and  Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill.— 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to       1369 

Local  Ck>vemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.].— Com- 
mons Amendments  considered  (according  to  order),  and  agreed  to  ...  1369 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Commons  Amendment  considered  (according  to  order),  and  agreed  "to       ...  1369 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Usk  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill ;  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Bill. — House  in  Committee 
(according  to  order).  Bills  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived,  and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow  1369 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  BiU ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed      1369 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill. 

The  Acting  Chairman  of  Committees  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh) 1369 

Moved,  "  That  Standing  Order  No.  143  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being 
dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the  said  Bill,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  3*." — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh). 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

The  Standing  Orders. 

Lord  Balfow  of  Burleigh 1370 

Moved,  "  That  the  Stauding  Order  be  amended  as  follows  : — Note, — The 
words  struck  through  are  to  be  omitted,  and  the  words  printed  in 
Italics  are  to  be  inserted.  30.  Where  by  any  Bill  power  is  sought  to 
take  or  interfere  with  any  churchyard,  burial  ground,  or  cemetery,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  to  disturb  the  bodies  interred  therein,  or  where 
power  is  sought  to  take  any  common  or  commonable  laud,  as  the  case 
may  be,  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the  plans,  sections,  and  books  of  reference 
required  by  these  Orders  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  in  respect  of  such  Bill  as  relates  to  such  churchyard, 
burial  ground,  or  cemetery,  common,  or  commonable  land,  shall,*  on  or 
before  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  be  deposited  at  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  and  a  copy  of  so  much 
of  the  said  plans,  sections,  and  books  of  reference  as  relates  to  such 
common  or  commonable  lands  shall,  on  or  before  the  said  day,  be 
deposited  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  134. 
In  the  case  of  any  Bill  whereby  any  municipal  corporation,  district 
council,  improvement  commissioners,  joint  board  or  joint  committee, 
or  other  local  authority  in  England  or  Wales  are  authorised  to  borrow 
money  for  any  purpose  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
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or  the  Local  Government  Board,  estimates  showing  the  proposed  appli- 
cation of  the  money  for  permanent  works  shall,  except  so  far  as  the 
exercise  of  the  borrowing  power  is  made  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the 
respective  Board,  be  recited  in  the  Bill  as  introduced  into  Parliament 
and  proved  before  the  Committee.  Copies  of  the  estimates  and  state- 
ments deposited  in  accordance  with  Standing  Order  36a  or  under 
Gemral  Order  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Committee  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Order." — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh), 
On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  BiD— Order  of  the  Day  read 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Commons*  Amendments. 
Moved,  "  That  these  Amendments  be  agreed  to." — (Earl  Beauclmmp,) 

Earl  Beamhamp 1372 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1372 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  —Amendment  reported  (according  to  order) 
then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to  order),  and 
dispensed  with.  Bills  read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government 

Provisional  Order  (No.  8)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  |to  order),  and  passed  137S 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Gt>vemment 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  11)  Bill. — Amendments  reported  (according  to  order),  then  Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to  order),  and  dispensed  with. 
Bill  read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons  1375 

RETUKNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Lotteries  and  Indecent  Advertisements.— Report  from  the  Joint  Committee 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  198.] 

Minutes  of  Evidence,  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out    ...  1373 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. — Interim  Report  of  proceedings  under 

the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Acts  to  30th  June,  1908         1373 

Tramway  Orders. — Report  of  proceedings  under  the  Tramways  Act,   1870, 

during  the  season  of  1908        137S 

Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1898.— Return  showing  the  total 
payments  into  and  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Accounts  for  the 
financij.1  year  1907-1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 137S 

Polling  Districts  (County  of  Durham).— Order  made  by  the  council  of  the 
county  of  Durham. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  ...  '      1373 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889.— University  Court  Ordinance,  No.  28 
(Edinburgh,  No.  10).  Regulations  for  higher  degrees  in  arts  and  science. 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  193]  ...  1374 
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Public  Works  Loans  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons ;  to  be  read   2* 

To-moTTOw.—(The  Earl  of  Crem)       1374 

Cran  Measures  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Commona  agreed  to  ...  1374 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.].— Beturned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  an  Amendment  The  said  Amendment  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  To-morrow.     [No.  191] 1374 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  [h.l.] — Eetumed  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  an  Amendment.  TTie  said  Amendment  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  Tomorrow.     [No.  192] 1374 

Motor  Cab  Legislation. 

Lord  Willoughhy  de  Broke  1374 

Lord  Montagm  of  Beaulieti  1380 

Lord  Allendale      1383 

The  Earl  of  Halshury        1386 

Earl  Russell  1389 

Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1392 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 1392 

Bee  Pesit  (Ireland)  BilL--Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be  put  into  Com- 
mittee read. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee." — {Lord 
Denman.) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme  1393 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 1394 

Lord  Denrrum         1394 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the  Chair.] 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 139G 

Clauses  1  to  4  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 1396 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  4,  to  insert  the  following  new  clause  :  *  Any  person 
who  knowingly  removes  from  his  premises,  or  sells  or  disposes  of  to  any 
other  person,  or  imports  into  any  district  any  infected  bees  or  any  in- 
fected article  or  appliance  used  in  connection  with  bee-keeping,  shall 
be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act,  and  shall  be  liable  on  summary 
conviction  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding,  for  the  first  offence,  five  pounds, 
and  for  the  second  or  any  subsequent  offence  ten  pounds.' " — {The 
Earl  of  Donovghmore.) 

Lord  Denman        ...  1397 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  line  3,  and  insert  the  words  *  any  bees  infected  with 
bee  pest  or  foul  brood,  or  any ' ;  and  in  line  4,  after  the  word  *  bee- 
keepmg '  to  insert  the  words  '  and  infected  with  that  disease.'  " — {Lord 
Denman.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  to  the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clauses  5  and  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : 

The  Earl  of  Donmghmore 1397 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  ;•<,  lino  12,  after  the  word  *of,*  to  insert  the  words  *  isola- 
tion, cleaning,  disinfection,  or,'  and  after  the  word  *  bees  *  to  insert  the 
woi-ds  *  bee  products  or/  " — (The  Earl  of  DoTiouyhmore.) 

Lord  Denman         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1397 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Kemaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  the  Report  of  Amendment  to  be  re- 
ceived To-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended  (No.  195). 

Finance  Bill  [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

Viscauni  St.  Aldu-yn  1398 

Lord  St.  Davids     1409 

Earl  Cromer  1413^ 

Lord  Faber ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ..^         ...  1415 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  th^e  Color^ies  {The  Earl  of  Crewe)         1419 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2** ;    Committee  negatived,  and  Bill  to  be  read  3* 
To-morrow. 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  fn.!..]. — Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  further  Amendments  made.  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow,  and 
to  be  be  prined  as  amended.     [No.  196]      1426 

Friendly  Societies  Bill.—  House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) ;  Bill  re- 
ported without  Amendment,  Standing  Committee  negatived,  and  Bill  to  be 
read  3*  To-morrow        1426 

Legislation  by  Reference. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum ...   1426 

The  Lord  Chancellor  1427 

Companies  (Consolidation)  BilL — Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order). 

The  Lord  Chancellor  1427 

Moved,  "  That  the  Amendments  be  taken  as  a  whole." — (The  Lord  Chancellor,) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Amendments  be  agreed  to." — (The  Lord  Chan/cellor,) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 

Irish  Land  Administration. 

Lord  Clonbrock        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1428 

Lord  Denman         ., ...   1428 

The  Imprisoned  Suffragists. 

Earl  Russell  14  28 

Earl  Beauchamp    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  I430 
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Naval  Marriages  BilL~Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Granard         1433 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''—{The  Earl  of  Granard.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill.— Read  2^  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow      1433 

Secondary  Education  (Wales). 

Lord  GinrUawe        1433 

M>ved,  " That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  Return  showing  the  num- 
ber of  subscribers,  and  the  ara6unt  of  money  subscribed  voluntary  by 
the  VVelsh  people  towards  Secondary  Education  as  the  result  of  the 
passing  of  the  WeUh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  18«9. — (The  Lord 
Glantawe.) 

Earl  Beauchamp     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1436 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Strength  of  Regular  and  Territorial  Armies. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume  1437 

Moved,  "  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  for  a  Return 
showing  the  strength  of  the  Regular  Army,  Special  Reserve,  and 
Territorial  Army  on  1st  October,  1908  : — Strength  of  the  Regular 
Army  on  the  Home  Establishment  on  Ist  October,  1905,  and  1st 
October,  1908:  Cavalry;  Artillery  (Horse  and  Field  Garrison);  Foot 
Guards ;  Infantrv  of  the  Line ;  other  arms ;  total.  Number  of 
recruits  attested  for  Regular  Army,  1st  October,  1907,  to  Ist  October, 
1908  :  Militia  and  Special  Reserve :  Strength  of  Militia,  1st  October, 
1905  :  Infantry  ;  Artillery.  Strength  of  Special  Reserve,  1st  October, 
1 108 :  Infantry ;  Artillery.  Number  of  recruits,  Militia  :  (a)  At- 
tested for  Militia;  (b)  Transferred  to  Regular  Army:  Ist  October, 
1903,  to  1st  October,  1904 ;  1st  October,  1904,  to  Ist  October,  1905; 
1st  October,  1905,  to  1st  October,  1906 ;  Ist  October,  1906,  to  1st 
October,  1907.  Number  of  recruits  for  Special  Reserves : — (a) 
Attested  for  Militia  or  Special  Reserve;  (b)  Transferred  to  Regular 
Army  :  1st  October,  1907,  to  1st  October,  1908.  Number  of  Militia- 
men under  twenty,  1st  October,  1905.  Number  of  Special  Reservists 
under  twenty,  1st  October,  1908.  Volunteers : — ^Number  of  Volun- 
teers, 1st  October,  1905:  (a)  Infantry;  (6)  Artillery.  Number  of 
Territorial  Army,  1st  October,  1908  :  (a)  Infantry ;  (b)  Artillery. 
Volunteer  recruits,  1st  October,  1904,  to  1st  October,  1905.  Recruits 
for  Territorial  Army  or  Volunteers,  1st  October,  1907,  to  1st  October, 
1908. — (The  Marqwss  of  Lansdoume  for  FiscomU  Midleton.) 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

Old-Age  Pensions  BilL — Amendments  reported  (according  to  order). 

Viscount  Wolverhampton    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1438 

Viscount  St,  Aldwyn         1439 

Amendment  moved  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  To  add  the  words  *  where  no  such  certificates  or  documents  are 
obtainable.*  " — (Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,) 
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On  Question,  agreed  tD. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  21,  after  the  word  '  and '  to  insert  the  words  *if 
the  term  of  imprisonment  to  which  he  is  sentenced  exceeds  one  month 
he  shall  be  disqualified.'  " — {Fiscount  Wolverhampton), 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1439 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  4,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  him,  to  insert  the  words  *  as  to 
produce  the  largest  income  that  can  be  reasonably  obtained  from  it.' " 
— {Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,) 

Lord  FUzmlliam 1440 

On  Question,  Amend  rent  agreed  tD. 
Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  5,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  them '  to  the 
end  of  line  26,  and  to  insert  the  words  *  if  any  person  is  aggrieved  by 
the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  local  pension  committee  to  consider  a  claim 
for  a  pension  or  to  determine  on  any  question  referred  to  them,  that 
person  may  apply  in  the  prescribed  manner  to  the  central  pension 
authority,  and  that  authority  may,  if  they  consider  that  the  local  pen- 
sion committee  have  refused  or  neglected  to  consider  and  determine 
the  claim  or  question  within  a  reasonable  time,  themselves  consider 
and  determine  the  claim  or  question  in  the  same  manner  as  on  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  pension  committee.*'' — {Fiscount 
Wolverhampton,) 

Lord  Atkinson  indicated  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  Amendment 
of  the  noble  Viscount. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  AiUnson        1^1 

Viscount  Wolverhampton   ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1441 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  7,  to  add  a  further  sub-clause  {d)  The  expression 
"party  aggrieved  "  shall  include  a  member  of  the  said  committee  who 
has  taken  part  in  the  consideration  of  the  report  and  has  dissented 
from  the  decision.'  " — {Lord [Atkinson,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  FitzTTUiurice 1442 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  37,  to  omit  the  words  *  means  and.'  "-^{Lord 
Fiizmaxhrice,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  London,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  and  the  expression  "  council  of  a  borough  "  jincludes  the  council  of  a 
metropolitan  borough,  and  in  respect  to  the  City  of  London  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commoners  of  the  City  of  London  in  common  council 
assembled.'" — {The  Marquess  of  Salisbury,) 

On  Question,  amendment  agreed  to.    • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE    OF   CONTENTS.  xciii 

My  29.]  Page 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  6,  line  18,  to  insert  the  words,  *  Any  reference  in  this 
Act  to  the  pension  authority  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to  the 
pension  officer,  the  local  pension  committee  and  the  central  pension 
authority,  or  to  any  one  of  them,  as  the  case  requires." — {Viscount 
Wuherha  mpton. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Viscount  Wolverhamplon I443 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  *it  appears 
that.' " — (  Viscount  Wolverhampton,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Viscount  Wolverhampton  ...         I444 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh I444 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  197.) 

Isle  of  Man  (Onstoms  Duties)  Bill ;  Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats  Supply 

(Ireland)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed 1444 

Lunacy  Bill  [Secx)nd  Reading.]— Order  of  the  day  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor         1444 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"~(7'A«  Lord  Chancellor,) 

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)  Bill  [Second  Reading.]— Order  of  the  day  for 
Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Granard         1445 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — {The  Earl  of  Granard,) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill.— Bill  read  3*  (according  to  ordev),— {Lord 
Denman,) 

Lord  Denman        1445 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  subsection  (1)  of  Clause  5." — {Lord 
Denman,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Costs  in  Oriminal  Cases  Bill.— Read  3""  (according  to  order),  and  passed    ...  1446 

Harried  Women's  Property  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow 1446 
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Pollinfl:  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill.- Bead  a*" 
(according  to  order). 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  of/  to  insert  the  word  *  Parlia- 
mentary.' " — {Lord  Denman). 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

" In  page  2,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  'for  Ireland/" — 
{Lo)'d  Denman.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1446 

University  of  Durham  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed      ...  1446 

Orand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act,  1836,  Amendment  Bill.— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  order).  Bill  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow 1446 

Registration   Bill   [h.l.] — Commons'  Amendments  [considered  (on  Motion), 

and  agreed  to 1446 

House  adjourned  at  half-past  Ten   o'clock,    till  To-morrow,  a 
quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  WEDNESDAY,  29th  JULY,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Griccieth  Water  and  Improvement  Bill ;  Padiham  Urban  District  Council 

Bill. — Lords' Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  1447 

Central  Ireland  Electric  Power  Bill ;  Gosport  Gas  Bill ;  London  County 
Council  (General  Powers)  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Order  of  the  House  of  23rd  July,  considered,  and  agreed  to  1447 

Bavensthorpe  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]. — Lords'  Amendments  u> 
Commons'  Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  23rd 
July,  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...   1447 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  243 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  DeptUy 
Chaii-man.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  without  Amend- 
ment        1447 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  243 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  Depfitf/ 
Chairman.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the   third   time,  and  passed  without  Amend 
ment       1447 
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Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act  (1904)  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Deputy  Chairman.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments       1447 

Commons  Reflation  (Towyn  Trewan)  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Head 

the  third  time,  and  passed       ...         1447 

Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Read 

a  second  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  considered  To-morrow     ...         1448 

Mbssage  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to : — Polling  Districts 

S County  Councils)  Bill ;  Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs) 
Jill ;  Lanark  Corporation  (Extension  of  boundaries,  etc.)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) 
Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders   (No.    9)   Bill;  Local  Goveniment  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill; 
Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to : — Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Ammanford  Urban  District  Council 
Water  Bill  [Lords]  :  Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and  Brompton  Railway 
Bill  [Lords];  Keighley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords];  Metropolitan  Electric 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and  Water  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

Amendment  to: — Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order  (No.  2)  Bill 
[Lordsl  ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill^  intituled,  Municipal  Franchise  (Mercantile 
Corporations  and  Companies)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  Commons  Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  Provisional  Orders  Procedure  Bill  [Lords]  1448 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  for  alteration ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table...  1449 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  BilL — Petition  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      1449 

Idceinsing  Bill. — 6  Petitions  in  favour  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table.     2  Petitions 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1449 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill.— 2  Petitions  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        1449 

RETUENS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Tramway  Orders. — Report  of  the  Proceedings  under  the  Tramways  Act,  1870, 

during  the  Session  of  1908;  to  lie  upon  the  Table .'..         ...  1449 

Tramways  and  Light  Railways  (Street  and  Road).— Return  presented, 

relative  thereto;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  268]     ...  1499 

PoUing  Districts  (County  of  Durham). — Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the 

County  of  Durham;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1449 
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Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.— Interim  Report  under  the  Small 
Holdings  and  Allotments  Acts  to  the  30th  June,  1908 ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      1450 

Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1898.— Keturn  showing  the  Total 
Payments  into  and  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Account  for  the 
financial  year  1907-8;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1450  . 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (Ordinance).— University  Court  Ordinance 
No.  28  (Edinburgh,  No.  10) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  269]  1450 
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1510 
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The  Licensing  Bill 

1511 

Business  of  the  House         

1512 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       

Lotteries  and  Advertisemonts. — ^Report  from  the  Joint  Committee,  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  275] 

Honicipal  Franchise  (Mercantile  Corporations  and  Companies)  BiU 

[Lords]. — Read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
13th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  347]  

Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  ba  considered  To-morrow, 
and  to  be  printed.     [BiU  349]  

NEW    BILL. 

Grocers'  Licences  (Abolition)  Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
13th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  348.] 

Supply  [20th  Allotted  Day]  [28th  July]. 
Resolutions  reported. 


1512 


1512 


1513 


1513 


Civil  Service  Estimates,  1908-9. 


Class  IL 


1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £31,450,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  da^  of  March, 
1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of 
certain  Expenses  connected  with  Emigration." 

Class  I. 

:2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £608,168,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Sei^ices  included  in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services. 

Class  II. 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,145,045,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in 
respect  of  the  Services  included  in  Class  II.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services. 
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Class  III 

4.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1,685,768,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  tne  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Services  included  in  Class  IIL  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services. 

Class  IV. 

5.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £8,217,512,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Services  included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimate  for  Civil 
Services. 

Class  V. 

6.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £366,236,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Services  included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for  Cinl 
Services." 

Class  VI. 

7.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1,684,845,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Services  included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Class  VI  [. 

8.  **  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £382,104,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  ta 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  receipt 
of  the  Services  included  in  Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services." 

Navy  Estimates  1908-9. 

9.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £5,562,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the- 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect- 
of  the  Navy  Services." 

Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

10.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,505,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  Army  Services,  including  Army  Ordnance  Factories." 

Kevenue  Departments  Estimates,  1908-9. 

11.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £11,821,531,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 

to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,. 
1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office,  including  Tele- 
graphs, and  Telephones." 

First  two  Resolutions  read  a  second  time,  and  postponed. 

Third  Ktsolution  read  for  a  second  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agr  je  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr,  Walter  Long  {Dublin,  S,)        1519 

Mr.  Herbert  {Buckingham$hire,  Wycombe)  1528 

Mr.  Samrmr jell  (Sunderland)       1530 

Mr.  Lupton  {Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  1537 

Mr.  Everett  {Suffolk,  Woodbrtdge) 1538 

Mr.  Chaplin  {Surrey,  Wimbledon)  ...  1639 

Sir  Francis  Channing  {Northamptonshire,  E.)      1541 

Sir  Philip  Magnus  {London  University)  ...         ...   1545 

Mr.  Curran  (Durham,  J  arrow)      ...         ...   1547 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson  (Yorkshire,  E.R.,  Ilolderness)  1552 

Mr.  Dcibson  (PlymTuth) 1553 

Mr.  Harmood'B'inner  (Liverpool,  E virion)  ..  ..1554 

Mr.  G.  A.  Hardy  (Suffolk,  Stowmarket) 1559 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  John  Bti//u,  Battersea)  1560 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 1575 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings  (Birmingham,  Bordesley)         ...         ...         ...  ...   1585 

Mr.  GUI  (Bolton) 1588 

Mr.  Atherley  Jones  (Durham,  N.W.)        1592 

Sir  Henry  Craik  (Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities)     ...  1597 

Mr.  Akers-Douglas  (Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  '        ...      • 1600 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.)  1602 

And,  it  bein^  Ten  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  pursuance  of  Standing 
Order  No.  15,  proceeded  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  necessary  to 
dispose  of  the  Keport  of  the  Resolution  then  under  consideration. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  proceeded,  in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  No.  15,  to 
put  forthwith  the  Questions,  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  each 
Class  of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates,  the  Navy  Estimates,  the  Army 
Estimates,  and  the  Revenue  Departments  Estimates. 

Civil  Services  Estimates,  1908-9. 

Class  I. 

Qaestion  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  I.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  247 ;  Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  232.) 

Class  II. 

Qaestion  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  II.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  251 ;  Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  233.) 

Class  III. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  III.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  254 ;  Noes,  71.     (Division  List  No.  234.) 
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Class  TV. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  IV.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  249 ;  Noes,  78.     (Division  List  No.  235.) 

Class  V. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  V.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  258 ;  Noes,  72.    (Division  List  No.  236.) 

Class  VI. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  VI.  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 

Question,  **  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  VII.  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the  Navy  Estimates,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the  Army  Estimates,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  wiih  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the  Revenue  Departments 
Estimates,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ways  and  Means  [28th  July]. 
Resolution  reported, 

**  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  the  sum  of 
£69,157,274  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hobhouse  ...         1628 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill.— "To  apply  a  suin  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine,  and  to  appropriate  the      "* 
Supplies  granted  in  this  Session  of  Parliament,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow 1628 

Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 

agreed  to  1628 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ; 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  1628 
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Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  : 

Mr.  Eawlinson  {Cambridge  University)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1629 

The  PresideiU  of  the  Board  of  Education  {Mr.  Runciman,  Dewslmry)     ...  1629 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : 

Mr.  Eawlinson       1622 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  i,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  April '  and  insert  the 
word  *  September.' " — {Mr.  Eawlinson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  April '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Eunciman       1630 

Mr,  Eawlinson       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1630 

Sir  William  Anson  {Oxford  University) 1630 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  August '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Post  OfQce  Sites  Bill  [LordsJ.— Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  Five  Members,  three  to  be  nominated  by  the  House, 
and  two  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill  presented  five  clear  days 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  be  referred  lo  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their 
Counsel  or  Agents,  be  heard  against  the  Bill,  and  Counsel  heard  in  support 
of  the  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum. — {Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 

East  India  Loans  [Railway  and  Irrigation  Works  and  General  Pur- 
poses]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council 
of  India  to  raise  in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  security  of  the  Rev- 
enues of  India,  by  the  creation  and  issue  of  capital  stock,  bonds,  de- 
bentures or  bills.  (1)  A  sum  not  exceeding  £200,000,000  for  the 
following  purposes  : — (a)  The  construction,  extension  and  equipment 
of  railways  in  India  by  State  agency  or  through  the  agency  of  com- 
panies, (b)  The  repayment  of  the  principal  of  any  bonds  or  debentures 
issued  by  any  such  company  under  the  guarrantee  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  (c)  The  discharge  of  any  obligations  incurred  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  by  reason  of  the  purchase  of  any  railway  or  the  determination 
of  any  contract  from  or  with  such  company,  (d)  The  construction  of 
irrigation  works  in  India.  (2)  A  sum  not  exceeding  £5,000,000  for 
the  general  purposes  of  the  Government  of  India — {Mr.  Buchanan.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow  1631 
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Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  eleven  '  and  to  insert  the  word  *  ten.' " 

Mr,  Mooney  (Newry)  1632 

Mr,  James  Campbell  (Dublin  University) ...         ..         ...         ...         ...163J 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  jjursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th 
July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-one  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  THURSDAY,  30th  JULY,  1908. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [h.l.]. 

— Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to 1633 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill ;  Gosport  Gas  Bill ;  Central 
Ireland  Electric  Power  Bill ;  Padiham  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Cric- 
cieth  Water  and  Improvement  Bill ;  Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill. — Returned 
from  the  Common*  with  the  Amendments,  agreed  to  1633 

Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons with  the  Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Amendments  made 
by  the  Commons,  agreed  to    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1633 

Commons  Reffiilation  (TowynTrewan)  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Brought 

from  the  Commons,   and  read   1* ;  to  be  printed,   and  referred   to   the 
Examiners.     [No.  201]  1633 

Business  of  the  House.— Moved,  "  That  Standing  Order  No.  XXI.  be  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  being  suspended  fur  this  day's  sitting  ;  and  that  the 
order  for  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill  have  precedence 
of  the  other  notices  and  Orders  of  the  Day." — {Viscount  IFolvfrhampton.) 

Agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly       1633 

Business  of  the  House. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The  Earl  of  Crewe)         1633 

Moved,  "  That  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting." — {The  Earl  of  Crewe,) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bills. 

The  Acting  Chairman  of  Committees  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  ...   1634 

Moved,  "  That  Standing  Orders  No.  92  and  93  be  suspended ;  and  that  the 
time  for  depositing  petitions  praying  to  be  heard  against  Private  and 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bills,  also  the  time  for  depositing 
Documents  relating  to  any  Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Pro- 
cedure (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  which  would  otherwise  expire  during  the 
Autumn  Recess,  be  extended  to  the  first  day  on  which  the  House  shall 
sit  after  the  Recess." — {Jjord  Balfmir  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 
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Marriages  Provisional  Order  BilL—Read  S**  (according  to  order)  and 

passed 1634 

Usk   Fisheries   Provisional  Order  Oonfirmation  Bill;  VVye   Fisheries  • 
Provisional  Order  Bill — The  King's  consent  signified;  read  3*  (according 
to  order)  and  passed 1634 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Board  of  Education. — Report  on  the  Consultative  Committee  upon  the  school 

attendance  of  children  below  the  age  of  five 1634 

Statistics — Statistic*!  Abstract  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the  last 

fifteen  years  from  1893-1907.     Fifty-fifth  number 1635 

Kailway  Returns. — Returns  of  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts,  and  working  ex- 
penditure of  the  railway  companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  1635 

Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour. — Report  on  changes  in  rates  of  wages  and 

nours  of  labour  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1907 1635 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs. — Reports  on  strikes  and  lock-outs  and  on  conciliation 

and  arbitration  boards  in  the  United  Kingdom        1635 

Navigation  and  Shipping.— Annual  Statement  of  the  United  Kingdom     ...  1635 

Prisons  Ireland.— Thirtieth  Report  of  the  General  Prisons  Board  for  Ireland  1635 

Trade  Reports :  Annual  Series.— Nos.  4075  to  4082 1635 

Iffavy  (Pay). — List  of  exceptions  to  the  King's  Regulations  as  to  pay,  non- 
effective pay,  and  allowances  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  1635 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  Bill,  1908.— Table  of  comparison  between 

the  provisions  of  the  Bill  and  existing  enactments 163  j 

Metropolitan  Police  (Royal  Commission). — Report  of  the  Commissioners 
upon  the  duties  of  the  Metropolitan  Police. 

Presented,  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     1636 

Porashores. — Treasury  Minute,  directing  the  application  of  moneys  received 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  respect  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Crown 
on  the  foreshores  of  the  United  Kingdom 1636 

Merchant  Shipping  Acts,  1894  to  1906  (Dispensing  Powers).— Report  by 

tho  Board  of  Trade       1636 

Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888  (Section  31).— Tenth  Report  by  the 

Board  of  Trade 1636 

Bailway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour). — Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
respacting  their  proceedings  under  the  Railway  Regulation  Act. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table     1636 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill  [h.l.].  —Returned  from  the  Commons, 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  to  be  printed,  and 
to  be  considered  To-mortow.     [No.  200]       1636 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill ;  PuMic  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill. 

— Returne  1  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to 1637 
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Port  of  London  Bill. — Beport  from  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  Bill  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  proceed.  The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  and  the 
minutes  of  evidence  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out 1637 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchp  ( Fiscotmt  Wolverhampton) 1 637 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3»." — {Viscount  Wolverhampton,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Irish  Universities  BilL — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be  put  into 
Committee  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  :do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee." — {The  Earl 
of  Crewe,) 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 1637 

LordKillanin        1639 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The  Earl  of  Creive)         1641 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burlbigh  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : 

The  Earl  of  DormLghmore 1644 

Amendment  moved — 

•*  In  page  2,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  them '  to  the  end 
of  the  subsection  and  to  insert  the  following  new  subsection  : 

"  (4)  In  every  charter  granted  under  this  Act  by  which  a  govern- 
ing body  is  constituted  for  a  constituent  college,  provision  shall  be  made 
by  which  those  members  who  are  officers  of  the  college,  together  with 
those  who  are  elected  by  either  the  senate  of  the  University  or  the 
graduates  of  the  University  who  are  members  of  the  college,  shall 
jointly  amount  to  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  total  number  of  such 
governing  body,  exclusive  of  any  co-opted  members,  who  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  four  in  number.' " — {The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe If47 

Lord  Ashh&u/ine      1649 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 1650 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marqitess  of  Bipon) 1651 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne          1651 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley ...  1653 

The  Earl  of  DuT^'aven        1654 

The  Earl  of  I)onoughmoi-e 1655 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Clonbrock       1655 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  which  '  to  insert  the  words 

*  the  Commissioners,  and  after  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  to 

determine.'  " — {Lord  Clonbrock.) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1656 

Lord  Ashbourne      i         1656 
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On  Qaeetion,  Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  Ashbourne      ...         „ 1656 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  *  may,'  to  ins-rt  the  words  *  by 

statute.' " — (Lord  Ashbourne.) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1657 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  2  agreed  to. 
Clause  3 : 

The  Earl  of  Crewe *      1658 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line'43,  after  the  word  *  divinity,'  to  insert  the  words 
'Provided  that  no  test  of  religous  belief  shall  be  imposed  by  the 
governing  body  of  either  of  the  two  new  Universities  or  any  constituent 
college  on  any  such  professor  or  lecturer  as  a  condition  of  his  appoint- 
ment or  recognition  by  the  governing  body  as  such  professor  or  lecturer.' " 
—{The  Earl  of  Crew,) 

Lord  Robertson       1658 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1661 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  1663 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  : 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1664 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  statute,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  (3)  The  governing  body  of  a  University  or  constituent  college  to 
which  the  statute  relates,  or  any  other  person,  corporation,  or  body 
directly  affected  by  the  statute,  may,  within  three  months  from  the 
notification  thereof  in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  petition  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  Council  to  disallow  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof.  (4)  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Council  may  refer  any  such  petition  to  the  Irish  Univer- 
sities Committee,  with  a  direction  that  the  committee  hear  the  petitioner 
personallj^  or  by  counsel,  and  report  specially  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  Council  on  the  matter  of  the  petition.  (5)  If  the  committee  report 
in  favour  of  the  disallowance  of  the  statute  of  any  part  thereof,  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  may,  by  Order  in  Council,  disallow  the  whole  or  part 
thereof  accordingly,  but  any  such  disallowance  shall  be  without 
prejudice  to  the  making  of  a  new  statute.'" — (The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 
Lord  Ashbourne 1665 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  lines  1  to  3,  to  leave  out  subsection  (2)  and  to  insert 
the  following  new  subsection  :  *  (2)  The  Dublin  Commissioners  shall 
be  the  Eight  Hon.  Christopher  Palles,  Alexander  Anderson,  John  Pius 
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Boland,  Sir  William  Francis  Batler,  Denis  Joseph  Coffey,  Stephen 
Gwynn,  Henry  Jackson,  Sir  John  Rhys,  the  5iost  Rev.  ^^  illiam 
James  Walsh,  Bertram  Coghill  Alan  Windle ;  and  the  Belfast  Com- 
missioners shall  be  His  Honour  James  Johnston  Shaw,  Samuel  Dill, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Hamilton,  Donald  Macalister,  Robert  T.  Martin, 
Sir  Arthur  William  Riicker,  Johnson  Symington.'" — (The  Earl  of 
Crewe ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7 : 

Lord  Killanin        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1666 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  5,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  buildings,'  to  insert  the 
words  'including  residential  buildings.*" — {Lord  Killanin,) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1667 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1667 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  benefaction,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  the  professor  or  lecturer  is  not  eligible  for  membership  of 
the  General  Board  of  Studies,  or  of  any  facultv  other  than  the  faculty 
of  theology.' "— (2'Ae  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Killanin         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1668 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  5,  line,  39,  after  the  word  *  funds,'  to  insert  the 
words  *or  (b)  the  erection  of  any  church,  chapel,  or  place  of  religious 
worship  or  observance  by  means  of  private  benefaction  within  or  with- 
out the  precincts  of  the  University  or  college.'  "—{Lord  Killnnin.) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1669 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1670 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  1670 

The  Marquess  of  Bipon      ...  1671 

On  Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted," 

Their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  32  ;  Not  Contents,  31. 

Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 

Clauses  8  to  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17  : 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1673 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  17  to  insert  the  following  new  clause  :  *  (1)  There 
shall  be  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland  styled  the  Irish 
Universities  Committee.  The  committee  shall  consist  of  such  number 
of  members  of  the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  not  being  less  than  5,  as 
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the  Lord-Lieutenant  may  think  fit  to  appoint,  two  at  least  being 
persons  who  are  or  have  been  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  (2)  The 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Irish  Universities  Committee  may  be  exer- 
cised and  discharged  by  any  three  or  more  members  of  the  committee, 
so  long  as  one  of  those  members  is  a  person  who  is  or  has  been  a  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  (3)  The  costs  of  all  parties  of  and  incident  to 
the  hearing  of  any  petition  or  appeal  under  this  Act  which  is  heard 
by  the  Irish  Universities  Committee  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
committee.  (4)  The  Lord-Lieutenant  in  Council  may  make  rules 
generally  for  regulating  the  procedure  of  the  Irish  Universities  Com- 
mittee, and  may,  by  those  rules,  prescribe  the  time  within  which  any 
appeal  under  this  Act  may  be  made,  and  the  mode  in  which  any  costs 
allowed  under  this  Act  may  be  recovered.'" — {Tlie  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

Lord  Ashbourne     ...         ...  •      ...         ...         ...         ...  ...   1675 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amendment — 

"To  add,  at  the  end  of  subsection  (2)  tlie  words  *and  in  the  case 
of  appeal  under  Section  17,  then  so  long  as  two  of  those  members  are 
persons  who  are  or  have  been  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.'" — (Lmd 
Ashbourne,) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1675 

On  Question,  Amendment  to  the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX., 
having  been  suspended),  Amendments  reported :  Bill  read  3*,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill;  Fee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill —Amendments 
reported  (according  to  order).  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended),  Bills  read  3*^  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons        1676 

Finance  Bin. — ^Eead  3»  (according  to  order),  and  passed  1676 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Bead  B*"  (according  to  order),  and 

passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons       ...  1676 

Naval  Marriages  BilL — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order).  Bill 
reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended).  Bill  read  3%  and 
passed       ' 1676 

Ezpirinj^  Laws  Continuance  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived,  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3»  To  morrow 1676 

Lunacy  Bill  [h.l.]. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order).  Bill  reported 
without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing 
Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended).  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons 1677 

Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended).  Bill  read  3**,  and 

■ 1677 
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Married  Women's  Property  Bill ;  Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act,  1836,  Amend- 
ment Bill. — Read  3^  (according  to  order),  and  passed        1677 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill.— Read  2»  (according  to  order).    Committee  nega- 
tived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow      1677 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill. — Commons'  Amendment  considered  (according 
to  order). 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  {Earl  Carrington)  167  7 

Moved,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with   the  Commons  in  the  said 
Amendment." — {Earl  Carrington.) 

Lord  Clinton  1678 

Earl  Carrington • 1679 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill. — Commons'  Amendment  considered  (accord- 
ing to  order). 

Commons'  Amendment — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  commission  '  to 
the  end  of  the  clause." 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1680 

Moved,  "That  this  House  doth  agree   with   the  Commons   in  the  said 
Amendment." — {The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ...   1681 

Lord  Clonbrock       1681 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Metropoutan  Police— Report  of  Commission. 

Earl  Russell  1682 

Earl  Beauchamp 1685 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdorme  1686 

Scottish  Divorce  Law. 

Earl  Russell  1686 

The  Lord  Chancellor  1687 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  30th  JUNE,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Dover  Graving  Docks  BilL — Lords'  Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 

of  the  House  of  23rd  July,  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...   1687 

Lower  Thames  (Grays)  Dock  Bill  (by  Order). — Order  for  Second  Reading 
read,  and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn      16S7 
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Local  Ck>yemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local 
Grovernment  Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill. — Lords*  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to 1687 

Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order  Conflrmation  Bill  [Lords].— Con- 

sidered;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment      1688 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to : — Isle  of  Man  (Customs 
Duties)  Bill ;  Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats  Supply  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Costs  in 
Criminal  Cases  Bill;  University  of  Durham  Ml;  Finance  Bill;  Naval 
Marriages  Bill;  Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)  Bill;  Married  Women's  Pro- 
perty Bill;  Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amendment  Bill ;  Local  Gk)v- 
ernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill , 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Usk 
Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional 
Order  Bill,  %vithout  Amendment. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Telegraph 

g'Joii8truction)|Bill ;  Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill ;  Irish 
niversities  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to : — Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  [Lords] ;  Evicted  Tenants 
(Ireland)  Bill  [Lords];  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Amendments  to : — Registration  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords];  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Thames  River  Steamboat  Service 
Act  (1904)  Amendment  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment 1688 

PETITIONS. 

Idceiurillg  BilL — 2  Petitions  against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     13  Petitions 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1688 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table     1689 

Women's  Enfranchisement  Bill. — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1689 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Local  Taxation  Returns  (England). — Annual  Returns  for  1905-6,  Parts 

V.-VIII. ;  to  lie  upon  the  'Table  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  276J     1689 

Prisons  (Ireland). — Thirtieth  Report  of  the  General  Prisons  Board  (Ireland) ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table ,         ...  1689 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs. — ^Report  on  Strikes  and  Lock-outs   of  1907,  and  on 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Boards  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1689 

Board  of  Trade  (Labour  Department)  (Ohangesin  Wages,  etc.).— Report 
on  Changes  in  Rates  of  Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour  in  the  United  Kingdom ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1689 
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Navigation  and  Shipping. — Annual  Statement  for  the  United  Kingdom  ;  to 

he  upon  the  Table         1689 

Railway  Returns. — Returns  of  the  Capital,  Traffic  Receipts,  and  Working 
Expenditure  of  the  Railway  Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table • 1680 

Statistical  Abstract  (United  Kingdom).-— Statistical  Abstract  for  the  United 

Kingdom,  in  each  of  the  last  fifteen  years ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ..,         ...   1 690 

Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour).— Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
their  Proceedings  under  the  Railway  Regulation  Act,  1893  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  278]  1690 

Railway  and  Canal  TraflQc  Acts,  1888  and  1894.— Tenth  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Proceedings  under  Section  31  of  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Act,  1888 ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  279]  ...   1690 

Merchant  Shipping  Acts,  1894  to  1906  (Dispensing  Powers).— Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  cases  in  which  they  have  exercised  their  powers 
under  Section  78  of  the  Merchant  Act,  1906,  during  the  year  ended  31st  May, 
1908 ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  280]  1090 

Navy  (Exceptions  to  King's  Regulations). —List  of  Exceptions  to  the  King's 
Kegulations  as  to  Pay,  Non-effective  Pay,  and  Allowances  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      1690 

Fleets  (Oreat  Britain  and  Foreign  Conntries).— Return  presented,  relative 

thereto;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  277]       1690 

Naval  Expenditure  (Principal  Naval  Powers).— Return  presented,  relative 

thereto  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  281]       1(;90 

I'^aval  Oasualties. — Return  presented  relative  thereto ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

and  to  be  printed.     [No.  282] 1C91 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports,  Annual 

Series,  Nos.  2075  to  4082  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1691 

Board  of  Education. — ^Report  of  the  Consultative  Committee  upon  the  School 

Attendance  of  Children  below  the  Age  of  Five  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...   1091 

Metropolitan  Police  (Royal  Commission). — Report  of  the  Commissioners 
,    upon  the  duties  of  the  Metropolitan  Police.     Vols.  II.  and  III. ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1691 

County  Courts  (Plaints  and  Sittinjgs).~Retum  presented  relative  thereto ; 

to  lie  upon  the  table  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  283] 1691 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  Bill,  1908.— Table  of  Comparison 
between  the  Provisions  of  the  Bill  and  existing  Enactments ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  ...         1691 

Paupers  and  Dependants  (Scotland). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  284]  1691 

Naval  Expenditure  (Principal  Naval  Powers).--Return  presented,  relative 

thereto,  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  £o  be  printed.     [No.  281]        ...         ...  1691 

Civil  Servants  (Retirement  at  the  Age  of  Sixty-five).— Return  present^, 

relative  thereto;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  oe  printed.     [No.  286]     ...   1692 
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Foreshores. — ^Treasury  Minute,  directing  the  application  of  moneys  received 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1908,  in  respect  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Crown  in  the  Foreshores  of  the  United 
Kingdom;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1692 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House— Inquiry  into 
Charities  (County  of  Devon). — Further  Return  relative  thereto;  to  be 
printed     [No.  287]      1962 

Merchant  Shipping;,  1907. — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Tables  showing  the  Progress 
of  Merchant  Shipping  in  the  IT nited  Kingdom  a^d  the  principal  Maritime 
Countries"        1692 

Iron  and  Steel,  1907. — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  and  Statistical  Tables 
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of  Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures  "        1692 

Coal  Tables,  1907. — Copy  ordered,  '*  of  Statistical  Tables  relating  to  the  pro- 
duction, consumption,  and  imports  and  exports  of  Coal  in  the  British 
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showing  the  consumption  of  Tea  and  Coffee  in  the  Principal  Countries  of 
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Frosecution  of  Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884.— Address  for  ''Return 
showing  the  working  of  the  Eegulations  made  in  1886  for  carrying  out  the 
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order,  according  to  the  dates  of  publication  of  the  Keports,  a  list  of  all  In- 
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NEW    BILLS. 

White  Phosphorous  Matches  Prohibition  Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time 

upon  Monday,  12th,  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  351[         1774 

Trawlingf  in  Prohibited  Areas  Prevention  Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time 

upon  Monday,  12th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  352]  1774 

Crofters'  Commons  Orazings  Regulation  Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time 

upon  Monday,  12th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  353]  1774 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday, 

12th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  354]  1774 

Transfer  of  Gk)ods  Bill. — ^To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th 

October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  356]         1775 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow,  and 

to  be  printed.     [Bill  355]        1775 

Irish  Universities  BilL — ^Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow,  and 

to  be  printed.     [Bill  358]        1775 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  BilL — Lords  Amendment  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow, and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  361]         1775 

Telegraph  Construction  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow, and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  360]  177o 

Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  Tomorrow, 

and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  359]  ...  1775 

Port  of  London  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the  Joint  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  288.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for 
Monday,  12th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  350]        1775 

Commons  Bill  [Lords]. — ^Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a^second  time  upon 

Monday,  12th  October,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  357]     * 1775 

Business  of  The  House  (Private  Business). — Motion  made,  and  Question 
proposed — "  That  the  Proceedings  on  any  Private  Business  set  down  for 
consideration  at  8.15  this  evening  by  direction  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  may  be  entered  upon  at  any  hour,  and  be  not  interrupted 
under  any  Standing  Order  regulating  the  sittings  of  the  House." — 
(Mr,  Asquith,) 

Mr.  Stuart  JFoHley  {Sheffield,  Ilalkm) 1776 

Mr.  Swift  MitcNeill  (Donegal,  S.) 1776 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  tlie  Treasury  (Mr.  Asquith,  Fife- 
shire  E.)         ... 1777 

Mr.  IFalter  Long  (Dublin,  S.)        1778 

Mr.  Asquith 1780 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

HousB  OP  Commons  (Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms. — Ordered  that 

Mr.  Barlow  be  added  to  the  Committee. — (Mr.  Joseph  Pease)         1781 
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Consolidated  Fund)  Appropriation)  Bill.— Order  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  A,  J,  Biilfour  (Ciiy  of  LoTidon)  1781 

The  Prime  Minhter  arul  First  Lofd  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Asquith,   Fife- 
shire,  £.)         ^      ...1792 

Mr.  Bridqeman  (Shopshirf,  OswestnJ)        ...  ...         ...         ...'      ...1796 

The  Chief  Sfcretarf/ for  Ireland  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)  1800 

Mr.  Waiter  Long  (Dublin,  S.)       1808 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  Scotland) 1814 

The  Attorney-General  fm-  Ireland  (Mr.  CJvernj,  Liverpool^  Exchange)      ...  1819 

Mr.  Stmrt  Worthy 1822 

Sir  Herheii  Roberts  (Denbighshire,  W.) 1 823 

Tlie  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  (Mr.  Rundman,  Detvsbury)      ...   1826 

Lard  R.  CrcU  (Marylebme,  E.)      1831 

Mr.  William  Joms  (Carruirvonshire,  Arf&n)         ...         ...         ...         ...  1833 

Mr.  Montagu  (Cambridgeshire,  Chesterton)  1835 

Sir  Gexge  fFhite  (Norfolk,  N.W.)  1836 

The  Secretav}/  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  Edvjard  Gi'ey,  No^thuniber- 

land,  Berwick)  1842 

Mr.  Swift  MacXeill  (Danegal,  S.) 1844 

And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  clock,  and  there  being  Private 
Business  set  down  for  consideration  by  direction  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  under  Standing  Order  No.  8,  further  Proceeding  was 
postponed  without  Question  put. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order).— Order 
for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Chaplin  (Surrey,  7 Fimbledon) 1846 

Mr.  Timothy  Davies  (Fulham)       1848 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  lefPv'e  out  the  word  *  now  *  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  *upon  this  day  three  months.'" — (Mr.  Chaplin.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  Pickersgill  (Bethml  Gr^efi,  S.W.)       1851 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  tJie  Board  of  Education  (Mr,  McKinnon 

Wood,  Glasgow,  St.  Rollox) 1852 

Mr.  Rowlands  (Kent,  Dartford)      1858 

Mr.  Cave  (Stirrey,  Kingston)         ...         ..,         ...         ...         ...         ...  1861 

Mr.  Crooks  (JFoolwich)       1862 

Mr.  Dickinso7i  (St.  Pancras,  N.)    1863 

Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  (Westminster) 1868 

Sir  John  Bfinn  (Devonpoi't)            ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1869 

Mr.  Foi'ster  (Kent,  Sevenoaks)         1872 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee)     1873 

Mr.  Lyttelton  (St.  George's,  Hanorer  Sqmrf) 1878 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Stoke-upon-Trent)            1880 

Mr.  Chaplin  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 
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Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  156  ;  Noes,  70.    (Division  List  No.  237.) 

Question   put  accordingly,   "  That  the  word   *  now '  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  138  ;  Noes,  90.     (Division  List  No.  238.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill.— Postponed  proceeding  on  Ques- 
tion, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.V'  resumed. 
Question  again  proposed. 

Mr,  Swift  MacXeill  1885 

Earl  IVirUerton  (Suss^'x,  Iloi'sham)  1890 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Admiralty  {Mr,  McKenna,  Monmouthshire,  M,)     ...  1892 

Mr.  Clyfkes  {Manchester,  N,E,)      1893 

Mr,  fFeir  {Boss  and  Cromirti/)      189G 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Gladstone,  Leeds,  S.)  1897 

The  Secretary  for  Scotliind  {Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfoi'stiire)      1901 

Questions  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  for  To-morrow. 

East  India  Loans  (Railway  and  Ikrigation  Works  and  General 
Offices — Resolution  reported,  "That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  of  India  to  raise  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  on  the  Security  of  the  Revenues  of  India,  by  the  creation  and 
issue  of  capital  stock,  bonds,  debentures  or  bills ; — (1)  A  sum  not  exceed- 
ing £20,000,000,  for  the  following  purposes :  {a)  The  construction, 
extension,  and  equipment  of  railways  in  India  by  State  agency  or  through 
the  agency  of  companies ;  (h)  the  repayment  [of  the  principal  of  any 
bonds  or  debentures  issued  by  any  such  company  under  the  guarantee  of 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  {r)  the  discharge  of  any  obligations  incurred  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  by  reason  of  the  purchase  of  any  railway  or  the  deter- 
mination of  any  contract  from  or  with  such  company  ;  {d)  the  construction 
of  irrigation  works  in  India.  (2)  A  sum  not  exceeding  £5,000,000  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Government  of  India." 
Keeolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Hobhouse  ..•  19j3 

XftSt  India  Loans  BilL — "  To  empower  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  of 
India  to  raise  money  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  construction,  extension, 
and  equipment  of  railways  in  India,  by  State  agency  or  through  the  agency 
of  companies,  for  the  construction  of  Irrigation  Works,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  12th  October,  and  to  Ijo  printed.     [Bill  362] 1904 

Griminal  Appeal  (Amendment)   Bill  [Lords].— Bead  a  second  time,  and 

committed  to  a  Standing  Committee 1904 

Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     ...  1904 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended,  considered. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments      1904 
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Greenwich  Hospital.— Kesolved,  "That  the  Statement  of  the  estimated 
Income  and  Expenditure  of  Greenwich  Hospital  and  of  Travels'  Foundation 
for  the  year  1908-9  be  approved." — {Mr.  Lambert) 1904 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th 
July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

;  Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  FRIDAY,  31st  JULY,  1908. 

PRIVATE    BILL   BUSINESS. 

No  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following  Bill : — Commons  Regulation 
(Towyn  Trewan)  Provisional  Order. 
The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1905 

Local  Gtovernment  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill.— Brought  from  the 

Commons         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     1905 

Edinbursrh  and   District   Water    Order    Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to       1905 

Local  (Jovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Oi-ders  (No.  9)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill. — Returned  from  the 
Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to 1905 

Commons  Regulation   (Towjm    Trewan)   Provisional   Order   Bill.— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  *  That  no 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,'  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." — {Earl  Carrington.) 

The  Acthig  Cliairman  of  Committees  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)       •^  1905 

The  Marquess  of  Salisharij         1907 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  1908 

Lord  Stnnley  of  Alderley         1908 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  <fec. 

Navy  (Battleship  and  Cruiser  Repairs).— Return  of  the  amount  of 
money  spent  during  the  last  two  years  on  the  repairs  of  battleships  and 
cruisers  launched  since  Ist  January,  1898,  together  with  the  period  of  the 
repairs  in  each  case.  Ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House. — {The  Ea/rl 
Catcdor ;  iov  the  Lo7'd  Ellenborough,) 1908 

Port  of  London  Bill. — Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  (Laid  upon  the  Table  yesterday) ;  to  be  printed.  [No. 
202.] 1908 

Board    of   Agricolture    and    Fisheries.— Agricultural    Statistics,    1907. 

Vol.  XLII.,  Part  III 1908 

Treaty  Series,  (No.  22  1908).— Treaty  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  United  States  of  America  providing : — For  the  conveyance  of  persons 
in  custody  for  trial  either  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  or  the  United  States 
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through  the  territory  of  the  other ;  and  for  reciprocal  rights  in  wrecking 
and  salyage  in  the  waters  contiguous  to  the  boundary  between  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  Unit^  States;  Signed  at  Washington,  18th 
May,  1908      1908 

Trade    Reports:     Annual    Series.— No.    4083.      Japan.    Tainan  (South 

Formosa)         1908 

^Queen's   Oollesre,  Belfast.— AnnuaV  Report  of  the  President,  for  the  year 

1907-1908       1908 

Tishery  Investigations. — Eeport  of  the  Committtee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  scientific  and  statistical  investigations  now  being  carried  on  in 
relation  to  the  fishing  industry  of  the  United  Kingdom 1908 

National  Gallery,    Ireland. —Report  of    the    Director  to  the    Board    of 
Grovemors  and  Guardians,  for  the  year  1907. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1908 

45hop  Hours  Act,  1904  (West  Riding  of  Yorkshire).— Order  made  by  the 
council  of  the  county  of  West  Kiding  of  Yorkshire,  fixing  the  hours  of 
closing  for  certain  classes  of  shops  within  the  urban  districts  of  Ravensthorpe, 
Soothill  Nether,  and  Thornhill.  Laid  before  the  House,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table  1909 

Navy  (Battleship  and  Crosier  Repairs). — Return  respecting.    Laid  before 

the  House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  this  Day)  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  204.]  1910 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill;   Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill.— Betamed  from 

uie  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to        1910 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)   Bill  [H.L.].~Beturned  from  the  Commons 

agreed  to,  with  Amendments 1910 

•Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Polling  Districts  and 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill— Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments,  agreed  to 1910 

Friendly  Societies  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  Order)  further  Amendments 

made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1910 

•Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons  Amendments  con- 
sidered (according  to  Order)  and  agreed  to  1910 

Public   Works  Loans  Bill;    Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill. — Read  3* 

(according  to  Order,  and  passed         1910 

Old-A^e  Pensions  BilL — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  several  of  the 
Amendments  agreed  to  ;  and  several  others  disagreed  to  ;  with  reasons  for 
each  disagreement. 

Moved  "  That  the  Commons  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords 
Amendments  be  considered." — {Viscount  IVolverfuimpton.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Cretve.) 
Moved  **  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendments  to  which 

the  Commons  have  disagreed." — ( Viscount  IVolverhampton.) 

Earl  Cromer  1911 

The  Chancsllor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lxncaskr  {Viszount  IVolverlmmplon)      ...  1913 
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The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme         1913^ 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1919 

The  Mar qm 88  of  Salisbury  1922^ 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — ( Viscount  IFolverhampion.) 
Viscount  Midleton  ...         ...         ...    •    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1924 

Viscount  IVolverhampton    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1925 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed."— (Fwc^mn^  Wolverhampton.) 

Viscount  St.  Aldwf/n         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •..  192d 

Fisco^cnt  jrolve7'hampton    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..•         ...  1927 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — {Viscount  fFoherhampton.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — {Viscou7it  Wolverhampton.) 

The  Earl  af  Camperdown              ...         ...          ...         ...          ...         ...  192G 

Lord  Atkinson        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...          ...          ...  1929 

Vucount  Wolverhampton    ...          ...          ...         ...         ...         ...          ...  1929 

The  Mar  I  I  ffetts  of  Lansdoiun  e           ...         ...          ...         ...         ...          ...  1 9  30 

Lord  Ashbourne      1930 

The  ^farqif-esH  of  Lansdowne          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  1930 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to.- 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — {Viscotint  Wolverhampton.) 

Viscount  iSX  Akhcf/n         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1931 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  **  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  that  part  of  the  said  Amendment 
to  which  the  Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendments  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount  Wolverhatopton.) 

Lord  Atkimoih       ...         ...  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  193$ 

Viscount  Midleton ...         ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...   193$ 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  notinsift  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

The  Earl  of  Camperdotvn 1934^ 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved  to  resolve,  "That  this  House,  although  not  insisting  upon  its 
Amendments  to  the  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  does  not  accept  the  Keasons 
offered  by  the  House  of  Commons,  or  consent  that  the  said  Keasons 
should  hereafter  be  drawn  into  a  precedent.     The  Bill  is,  in  the  opinion. 
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of  this  House,  not  one  for  the  grant  of  aids  and  supplies  to  His  Majesty 
in  Parlianw^nt,  and  involves  questions  of  policy  affecting  the  treatment 
of  necessitous  persons,  in  which  both  Houses  are  concerned,  and  with 
which  this  House  has   in  the  past   been    accustomed  to    deal." — 

(The  Margttess  of  Lansdmvne,) 
The  Lord  Chancellor 
The  Earl  of  Hahhury 


The  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
Viscount  St,  Aldwyn 
The  Earl  of  Crewe 


1935- 

1936 

1937 

1937 

1938 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne         1938 

On  Question — 

Their  Ix>rdships  divided : — Contents,  37  ;  Not-Contents,  23. 

Irish  Universities  Bill. — Ketumed  from  the  Commons  with  several  of  the 
Amendments  agreed  to,  and  one  of  the  Amendments  disagreed  to,  and  an 
Amendment  made  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Earl  of  Crewe  1941 

Moved,  "  That  the  Commons'  Amendments  to  the  Lords'  Amendments  be 
agreed  to." — (The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  not  insist  on  that  part  of  the  said  Amendment 
to  which  the  Commons  have  disagreed." — {The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

The  MarquMSs  of  Lansdowne  1942 

On  Motion,  Question  agreed  to. 

EndoiMred  Schools  (Masters)  Bill  [u.l.]. 

Commons'  Amendments  considered  (on  Motion),  and  agreed  to     1942^ 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill.— Read  l*" ;   to  be 

printed,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     [No.  203.]  1942 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Seven  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half-past  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    FRIDAY,   31sr  JULY,   1908. 
The  House  met  at  12  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill  (by  Order).— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed.  1942 

PETITIONS. 

Licensingf  Bill. — Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     11  Petitions  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1942 

Xatal  (Trial  of  Dinizulu). — Petition  for  inquiry;  To  lie  upon  the  Table  1943 

RETURNS,  REPORTS.  &c. 

Qaeen'8  College,  Belfast— Report  of  the  President  for  the  year  1907-8  ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table     i 1943^ 
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Offences    (Ireland).— Ketum  presented,  relative  thereto ;   to  lie  upon  the 

Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  289]  1943 

Prosecation  of  Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884.— Return  presented,  relative 

thereto ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  290]      1943 

^hop  Hours  Act,  1904. — Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the  County  of  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  fixing  the  Hours  of  Closing  for  certain  classes 
of  Shops,  within  the  urban  districts  of  Ravensthorpe,  Soothill  Nether,  and 
Thomhill ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1943 

Taxes  and  Imposts. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  291]  1943 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.— Agricultural  Statistics,  1906.  Vol. 
XLII.  Part  III.  Prices  and  supplies  of  Corn,  Live  Stock,  and  other 
Agricultural  Produce ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1943 

Treaty  Series  (No.  22,  1908.)— Treaty  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  United  States  of  America  providing:  (1)  For  the  Conveyance  of 
Persons  in  Custody  for  Trial  either  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  or  the 
United  States  through  the  Territory  of  the  other  ;  and  (2)  for  Reciprocal 
Rights  in  Wrecking  and  Salvage  in  the  Waters  contiguous  to  the  Boundary 
between  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  United  States.  Signed  at 
Washington,  18th  May,  1908.  Ratifications  exchanged  at  Washington, 
30th  June,  1908 ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1944 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).— Diplomatic  and  Consular  Report,  Annual 

Series,  No.  4083  ;  To  lie  upon  the  Table      •. 1944 

IStatistical  Abstract  (Foreign  Countries). — Statistical  Abstract  for  the 
principle  and  other  Foreign  Countries  in  each  year  from  1896  to  1905-6  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1449 

Trade  (Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions).— Abstract  and 
detailed  Tables  showing  Countries  of  Consignment  of  Imports  and 
Countries  of  Ultimate  Destination  of  Exports ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...   1944 

.Denmark  (New  Customs  Tariff). —Translation  of  the  Law  establishing  a 
New  Customs  Tariff  for  Denmark  ;  together  with  comparison,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  Rates  of  Customs  Duty  contained  in  the  New  Tariff  with 
the  rates  at  present  in  force,  and  the  English  equivalents  of  both  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table         1944 

•Oas  Undertakings.— Return  order,  "  relating  to  all  authorised  Gas  Under- 
takings in  the  united  Kingdom  "       1944 

4}as  Undertakings  (Local  Authorities).— Return  ordered, ''  relating  to  all 
authorised  Gas  Undertakings  in  the  United  Kingdom  belonging  to  Local 
Authorities  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1908  194-5 

Emigration  and  Immigration.— Copy  ordered,  <'of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  Emigration  and  Immigration  from  and  into  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  year  1907,  and  Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  thereon."      1945 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Men  Employed  by  Tramway  Companies 1945 

Acquisition  of  Estate  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Hynes  1945 

Acquisition  of  Untenanted  Evicted  Holdings  on  the  Warren  Estate     1946 
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lastowel  Fair  Eent  Applications 1946 

Scottish  Firms  and  Post  Office  Contracts 1947 

"  The  Iron  and  Coal  Trade  Review  "         1947 

Postmen's  Duty  at  Port  Talbot       1948 

Tenders  for  New  Scottish  Fishery  Cruisers  1948 

Irish  Fisheries  Grant  Supplementary  Estimates 1948^ 

The  Jasdan  Succession         1949 

Naval  Officers  and  Foreign  IjangUages       1949^ 

Pay  for  Rough  Carpentry  Work  in  Gk)vemment  Workshops      1950 

Lo8sofH.M.S.  "Whiting"  I960' 

Postal  Delay  at  Waterville  and  Caherdaniel         1951 

Bolton  Postel  Staff 1951 

Manchester  Postal  Staff       1951 

Postal  Telegraphic  Duties  at  Bournemouth  1952 

Post  Office  Accommodation  at  Ballymoney  1952 

Deaths  under  Anaesthetics — Suggested  Royal  Commission  1952 

Cost  of  Reformatories  and  Industrial  Schools       1953 

Cctst  of  Prisons  ^      1954 

Cost  of  Inehriate  Homes      1954 

Cost  of  Lunatic  Asylums      1955- 

Overworking  of  Children  and  Young  Persons       1956 

Cost  of  Police  1957 

Annual  Cost  of  Poor  Relief 1958 

Adjustment  of  Financial  Relations  between  County  and  Borough  Councils      ...  1958^ 

Heating,  Lighting,  and  Cleaning  of  Scottish  Schools        1959 

Appeal  Against  Magistrates' Decision  in  the  Cleve  Case 1959 

War  Office  Accounting  Officer        195^ 

locreafied  Salaries  for  Excise  Officers         1960 

Salaries  of  Excise  Officers 1960 

Supplementary  Estimates 1961 

Purchase  of  the  Hort  Estate  1961 

Unpaid  Mess  Debts  contracted  by  Staff  Sergeant  Scully,  Dublin  Metropolitan 

Police 1963 

Ericted  Tenants — Reinstatement  of  Mr.  James  Sisk        1964 

Treatment  of  Irish  School  Inspectors         1964 

Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  Bill         * 1965 

Irish  Education  Grants        1965- 

Welsh  Disestablishment 1966 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Jasdan  Successor  ...         .«.         196T 

Unemployment  in  Gateshead  196T 

Friday  Sittings  in  the  Autumn       ,.  1968^ 
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foiling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  BilL— Lords' 

Amendments  to  be  considered  forthwith;  considered,  and  agreed  to         ..,  1968 

:SimNGS  OF  THE  HousE. — Resolved,  That  this  House  do  meet  To-morrow,  at 

Ten  of  the  Clock.— (ifcfr. ./.  Pe<we.)      1968 

<3onsolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Lord  B.  Cecil  {Martjkbone,  E.)     1968 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill. 

Lords  Amendments  considered.  • 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  1,  line  5,  after  *(1),'  to  insert  the  words  *  until  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen. '  " 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  *'  That  this  house  doth  disagree  with  the  I^rds 
in  the  said  Amendments,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  at  end,  to  jinsert  the  words  *  as  verified  wher- 
ever practicable  by  certificates  of  birth  or  baptism  or  in  the  absence 
of  such  certificates  by  census  returns  or  other  official  documents,  or 
where  no  such  certificates  or  documents  are  attainable  in  such  other 
manner  as  may  seem  sufficient  to  the  pension  authorities.' " 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Lloyd-George^  Carnarvon  Boroughs)     1971 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour  (City  of  London)         1971 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1971 

Lord  B.Cecil         1972 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  'must'  to  insert  the  words 

*  satisfy  the  pension  authorities  that.' ' 

Mr,  Lloyd-George   ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1973 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords 

in  the  said  Amendment,"  put.  and  agreed  ta 

Lords  Amendments— 

"  In  page  2,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  first '  have,'  and  to  insert 
the  words  *  he  has,'  and  to  leave  out  the  second  '  have,'  and  to  insert 
the  word  'has.'" 

"In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  means  of  the,'  and  after 
the  word  '  person,'  to  insert  the  words  '  must  satisfy  the  pension 
authorities  that  his  yearly  means.' " 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  to  leave  out  4he  word  *mu9t,'  ani  to  insert 
the  word  'do.'" 
Agreed  to. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  cxxvu 

JttV  31.]  Pagr 

Amendment  moved — 


"  In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  until '  to  the 
word  *  Parliament  *  in  line  9;  " 


) )) 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendments." — {Mr,  Lloyd-George) — put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  2,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  for,'  and  to  insert  the 
words  *  during  the  last.' " 

Mr  Lloyd-George ^ 1974 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

Mr.  Bowles  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 1974 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour 1975 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1975 

Lord  B.Cecil         1976 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1976 

Lord  B.Cecil         1976 

Mr.  Crooks  (froohoich)       1977 

Mr.  Walter  Long  {Dublin,  S.)       1978 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Asquith,  Fife- 
shire,  E.)         1979 

Mr,  Luptofi  {Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  1979 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  and '  to  insert  the  words  *  if 
the  term  of  imprisonment  to  which  he  is  sentenced  exceeds  one  month 
he  shall  be  disqualified.'  " 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — {Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1980 

Mr,  Jesse  Collings  {Birmingham,  Bordesley)         1980 

Lord  B.Cecil  1981 

Mr.  Atquiih  1981 

<^e6tion  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  145 ;  Noesj,  33.     (Division  List  No.  239.) 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  4,  line  2,  after  the  word  '  him,'  to  insert  the  words  '  as 
to  produce  the  largest  income  that  can  be  reasonably  obtained  from 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1983 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1985 

hr.  Lloyd-George 1987 

Mr.Bowles 1987 

Mr.  GouUing  {Worceste)r 1988 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  (Preston) 1989 

Mr,  Jesse  Collings 1989 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1990 

The  Attorney-General  {Sir  W.  Bohson,  South  Shields)       ...         1990 

Sir  H.  Norman  {Wolverhampton,  S.)         1991 
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Ml'.  Crooks 1991 

Lord  B.  Cecil  1992^ 

Mr.  Mond  (Chester)  199^ 

Mr.  James  Hope  {Sheffield,  Central)  199^ 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords  in   the  said 
Amendment "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  5,  line  20,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  {d)  if  any  person 
is  aggrieved  by  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  a  local  pension  committee  to 
consider  a  claim  for  a  pension,  or  to  determine  any  question  referred 
to  them,  that  person  may  apply  in  the  prescribed  manner  to  the 
central  pension  authority,  and  that  authority  may,  if  they  consider 
that  the  local  pension  committee  have  refused  or  neglected  to  consider 
and  determine  the  claim  or  question  within  a  reasonable  time,  them- 
selves consider  and  determine  the  claim  or  question  in  the  same  manner 
as  on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  pension  committee.'  " 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Amend- 
ment "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

*'  In  page  5,  after  subsection  (d)  to  insert  the  words  *  (e)  The  ex- 
pression *  party  aggrieved  '  shall  include  a  member  of  the  said  commit- 
tee who  has  taken  part  in  the  consideration  of  the  report  and  has 
dissented  from  the  decision.' " 

Mr.  Uoyd-George 1994 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — (Mr,  Lloyd-George.) 

Mr.  A.  J  Balfour 1994^ 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Lords  Amendment — 

<*  In  page  5,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  for  the  purposes 
of  this  subsection  the  expression  "borough  "  includes  a  Metropolitan 
borough  and  the  city  of  London,  and  the  expression  "  council  of  a 
borough"  includes  the  council  of<  a  Metropolitan  borough,  and  as 
respects  the  City  of  London,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
City  of  London  in  Common  council  assembled.' " 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "  That  the  House  doth   disagree   with   the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  5,  after  line  40,  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection  *  (3)  The 
Local  Government  Board  may  appoint  any  person  or  any  persons  not 
exceeding  three  in  number  to  be  a  member  or  members  of  any  local 
pensions  committee,  or  of  any  sub-committee  appointed  by  the  latter, 
who  shall,  when  appointed,  have  all  the  rights  of  ordinary  members  of 
such  committees.' "  \ 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  ''  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  after  line  6,  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection :  *(6)  Any 
reference  in  this  Act  to  pension  authorities  shall  be  construed  as  a 
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reference  to  the  pension  officer,  the  local  pension  committee,  and  the 
central  pension  authoiity,  or  to  any  one  of  them,  as  the  ca^e  re- 
quires.' " 

"  In  page 6,  line  7,  after  the  word  'obtaining/  to  insert  th3  words 

*  or  containing.' " 

Agreed  ta 

Lords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  6,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  Act/  to  insert  the  words 

*  either  for  himself  or  for  any  other  person,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  or  continuing  an  old-age  pension  under  this  Act  for  himself 
or  for  any  other  person  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  appropriate  to 
the  case.' " 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — (Mr,  Lloyd-Oeorge.) 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour 1996 

Mr.  Lloyd-Georfe 1997 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

''In  page  6,  line  9,  after  the  word  'representation,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  if  any  person  directly  or  indirectly  deprives  himself  of  any 
income  or  property  in  order  to  qualify  himself  for  the  receipt  of  an 
old-age  pension,  or  for  the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  at  a  higher 
rate  than  that  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled  under 
this  Act.' " 

•    Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge 1997 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment" — {Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge.) 

Lord  R.  Gedl         1997 

Mr.  Lloyd-George   ...         —         1997 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  after  line  11,  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection :  '  (2)  The 
pension  officer  may  at  any  time,  without  the  matter  having  been 
referred  to  him,  call  upon  and  require  a  person  in  receipt  of  an  old-age 
pension  to  establish  that  he  has  not  since  the  same  was  granted  to  him 
become  disqualified  to  receive  it,  and  the  pension  officer  shall  inquire 
into  the  matter  of  the  pensioner's  disqualification  and  report  on  the 
same  to  the  pension  committee,  who  shall  receive  and,  as  far  as 
applicable,  act  upon  the  said  report  as  if  it  were  a  report  received 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  7,  subsection  (c)  of  this  Act.' " 

Mr.  Lloyd-Giorge 19bt, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree 
with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment.' " — {Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge.) 

Mr.  Bowles 199S 

Mr.  Barnes  {Olasgow,  Blackfiiars)         1999 

Question  put,  ani  agreed  to. 
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Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page.  7,  after  line  17,  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection:  *(3) 
Every  regulation  under  thii  Act  shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of 
Parliament  forthwith,  and  if  an  Address  is  presented  to  His  Majesty 
by  either  House  of  Parliament  within  the  nt^xt  subsequent  twenty- 
one  days  on  which  that  House  had  sat  next  after  any  such  regulation 
is  laid  before  it,  praying  that  the  regulation  may  be  annulled,  His 
Majesty  in  Council  may  annul  the  regulation,  and  it  shall  thenceforth 
be  void,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  validity  of  anything  previously 
done  thereunder/" 

Agreed  to. 

Committee  of  seven  Members  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  to  be 
assigned  to  the  Loi'ds  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Amendments 
made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Bill. 

Committee  nominated  of — Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  H  ircourt,  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  Mr.  Patrick 
O'Brien,  and  Mr.  Eugene  Wason. 

Three  to  be  the  quorum. 

Committee  to  withdraw  immediately. — {Mr  Lloyd-Oeorge.) 

Irish  Universities  BilL — Lords  Amendments  considered. 
Lords  Amendments — 

"  In  Clause  3,  after  the  word    *  divinity,'    to  insert   the  words 

*  Provided  that  no  test  of  religious  belief  ehall  be  imposed  by  the 
goveriiing  body  of  either  of  the  two  new  Universities  or  any 
constituent  college  on  any  such  professor  or  lecturer  as  a  condition  of 
his  appointment  or  recognition  by  the  governing  body  as  such  pr3^ 
fessor  or  lecturer.' " 

"  In  page  3,  after  line  35,  to  insert  the  following  new  subsections : 

*  (3)  The  governing  body  of  a  University  or  constituent  college  to 
which  the  statute  relates,  or  any  other  person,  corporation,  or  body 
directly  affected  by  the  statute  may,  within  three  months  from  the 
notification  thereof  in  the  Dublin  Gazette^  petition  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  Council  to  disallow  the  whOlo  or  any  part  thereof.  (4)  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Council  may  refer  any  such  petition  to  the  Irish 
Univerbities  Committee  with  a  direction  that  the  Committee  hear  the 
petitioner  personally  or  by  counsel,  and  report  specially  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  in  Council  on  the  matter  of^!the  petition.  (5)  If  the 
committee  report  in  favour  of  the  disallowance  ot  the  statute  or  any 
part  thereof,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  may,  by  Order  in  Council,  disallow 
the  whole  or  part  thereof  accordingly,  but  any  such  disallowance  shall 
be  without  prejudice  to  the  making  of  a  new  statute.'  " 

"  In  page  4,  lines  1  to  3,  to  leave  out  subsection  (2)  and  to  insert 
as  a  new  subsection  *  (2)  The  Dublin  Commissioners  shall  be  the  Right 
Hon:  Christopher  PaUes,  Alexander  Anderson,  John  Pius  Poland,  Sir 
<WilUam  Francis  Butler,  Denis  Joseph  Coffey,  Stephen  Gwynn,  Henry  . 
Jackson,  Sir  John  Rhys,  The  Most  Rev.  William  Walsh,  Bertram 
Coghill  Alan  Windle;  and  the  Belfast  Commissioners  shall  be  His 
Honour  James  Johnston  Shaw,  Samuel,Dili,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hamilton, 
•  1  onald  Macalister,  Robert  T.  Martin,  Sir  Arthur  William  Rucker, 
Johnson  Symington.' " 

Agreed  to» 
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Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  5,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  funds/  to  insert  the  words 

*  atid  the  professor  or  lecturer  is  not  eligible  for  membership  of  the 
General  Board  of  Studies,  or  of  any  faculty  other  than  the  faculty  of 
theology  ;  or  (6)  the  erection  of  any  church,  chapel,  or  place  of  religious 
observance  by  means  of  private  benefaction  within  or  without  the 
precincts  of  the  University  or  college.* " 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr,  Birrell,  Bristol,  K)  2001 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — (Mr.  Birr  ell) 

Mr.  IValter  Long  {DMin,  S.)       

Mr.  Kettle  {TyroTie,  E,)  ' 

Mr.  Jesse  Collings  {Birmingham^  Bordesley) 
Mr.  BtUcher  {Cambridge  University) 

Lord  Edmund  Talbot  {Sussex,  Chichester) 

Mr.  Hay  Morgan  {Cornwall,  Imro)  

Mr-  Haviland  Burke  {Kiiig^s  County,  Tullam're)  . . . 
Sir  Philip  Magnus  {London  University)   ... 

Mr.  Massie  { fFilishire,  Cricklade)  

Mr.  Walsh  {Lancashire,  Ince) 

Mr.  Byles  {Salford,  N.) 

Mr.  Verney  {Buckinghamshire,  N.) 

Question  put 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  142  ;  Noes,  40.     (Division  List  No.  240.) 

Lords  Amendment — 

^'  Li  page  5,  line  41,  after  the  word  '  teaching  '  to  insei  t  the  word 

*  or '  and  leave  out  the  words  *  or  religious  worship.'  " 

Agreed  to. 

An  Amendment  made  to  the  Bill  in  lieu  of  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  5,  line  39,  which  was  disagreed  to,  by  inserting  in 
page  5,  line  41,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  *and  no  professor  of  or 
lecturer  in  theology  or  divinity  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  6f  the 
General  Board  ot  Studies  or  of  any  faculty  other  than  the  faculty  of 
theology.'  "-^{Mr.  Birred.) 

Remaining  Lords'  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  to  be  assigned  to  the  Lords  for 
disagreeing  to  one  of  the  Aiaendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Bill. 

Committee  nominated  of,  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mr.  Bright,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samnel. 

Three  to  be  the  quorum. 

To  withdraw  immediately. — {Mr.  Birrell.) 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  i 
to  ...  2013 

Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  BilL — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  2014 

Whale  Fisheries  Ireland  Bill.— Lords  Amendment  to  omit  subsection  (1)  of 
Clause  5  considered. 

Mr.  Mooney  {Newry). 

The  Attorney-General  for  L'eland  {Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool  Exchange)      ...   2014 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


cxxxii  TABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 

My  31.]  P^^ 

Adjournment  (Autumn  Sittings). 

Mr.  AsquUh ...  2014 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  this  House  at  its  rising 
to-morrow  do  adjourn  until  Monday,  12th  October,  next ;  that  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  Government  business  have  precedence  at  every 
sitting ;  that  at  the  conclusion  of  Government  business  on  each  day 
Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  without  Question  put ;  and  that 
on  Fridays  the  House,  unless  it  oth-^rwise  resolves,  shall  at  its  rising 
stand  adjourned  until  the  following  Monday." — {Mr.  AsquUh.) 
Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  {Gloiicester shire,  Forest  of  Dean) 2016 

Amendment  proposed-  - 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  next,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question." — 
(Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 
Mr.Asquiih  2018 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 

Sir  Francis  Channing  {Northamptonshire,  E.) 
Mr,  Ramsay  Macdonald  {Leicester) 

Mr.  J.  Mac Veagh  {Down,  S.)        

Mr.  Jomtt  {Bradford,  fF.)  

Mr.Asquiih  


2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2023 
2024 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  A.  E.  fF.  Mason  {Coventry) 2025 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {Colonel  Seely,  Liverpool, 

Ahtrcramby)       2028 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker  {Gravesend)      2034 

Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  {Kent,  Ashford)       2037 

Mr.  Essex  {Gloucestershire,  Cirencester) ...  2040 

Mr.  Gi-etton  {Rutland)       2042 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 2045 

Mr.  Morrell  {Oxfordshire,  Henley) 2050 

Mr.  Montagu  {Camhridgeshire,  Chesterton) 2053 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Household  {Sir  Edward  Stracliey,  Somersetshire,  S.)  2055 

Mr.  Seddon  {Lancashire,  Newton) 2058 

Mr.  Gladstone        2061 

Mr.  Cleland  {Glasgow,  Blackfriars)  2063 

Mr.  Dundas  fFhite  {Dumbartonshire)       2066 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  {Mr.  Sinclair,  Forf  at  shire) 2067 

Mr.  Dakiel  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 2069 

Mr  WhUley  {Halifax)       2069 

Mr.  Rees  {Montgomery  Boroughs) 2070 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Kesolved,  That  this  House,  at  its  rising  to-morrow,  do  adjourn  until 
Monday,  12th  October  next;  that  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
Government  business  have  precedence  at  every  sitting ;  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  Government  business  each  day  Mr.  SpeaKer  do  adjourn 
the  House  without  Question  put ;  and  that  on  Fridays  the  House,  unless 
it  otherwise  resolves,  shall  at  its  rising  stand  adjourned  until  the 
following  Monday. 
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Old-Age  Pensions  BilL 

B«asons  for  disagreeing  to  several  of  the  Lords  Ameadments  reported,  and 
agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords. — {Mr,  Lloyd-George,)      2070 

Irish  Universities  Bill. 

Reasons  for  disagreeing  to  one  of  the  Lords  Am3ndments  reported,  and 
agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords. — {Mr.  Birrell,) 2070 

Mbssaoe  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Public  Works 
Loans  Bill,  without  Amendment : — 

Friendly  Societies  Bill,  with  Amendments :  ^ 

Amendments  to  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  to  consolidate  The  Com- 
panies Act,  1862,  and  the  Acts  amending  it."  [Companies  Consolidation 
Bill  [Lords.] 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  '<  An  Act  to  amend  the  Lunacy  Acts,  1890  and 

1891."    [Lunacy  Bill  [Lords.] 2070 

Friendly  Societies  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  forthwith; 

considered  and  agreed  to 2072 

Emigration  and  Immigration. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered 
31st  July;  Mr,  Churchill];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  292.]  2072 

Whereupon  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
10th  July,  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  nine  minutes  after  Seven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  SATURDAY,  1st  AUGUST,  i908. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Board  of  Arricalture  and  Fisheries.— Report  of  proceedings  at  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  Representatives  of  Authorities  under  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888 2073 

Denmark   (New  Customs  Tariflf). —Translation  of  the  law  establishing  a 

new  customs  tariff  for  Denmark         2073 

Statistics. — Statistical  Abstract  for  the  principal  and  other  foreign  countries 

in  each  year  from  1896  to  1905-1906  2073 

Trade. — Annual  statement  of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Foreign 
Countries  and  British  Possessions,  1907.  Supplement  to  Volumes  I.  and 
II 2073 

Board  of  Education. — Outline  of  the  successive  legislative  and  administrative 
conditions  affecting  the  relation  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  Agricultural 
Education. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  2073 
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Business  of  the  House.—  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX  considered  (according 

18  order),  and  suspended  for  this  day*8  sitting  2073 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Commons  Regulations  (Towyn  Trewan)  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Moved, 
that  Standing  Order  No.  102b  be  dispensed  with  (Lord  Steward  (E. 
Beauchnmp)  (for  the  liarl  Carrington)  ) ;  agreed  to ;  Committee  negatived. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended);  Bill  reiul  3% 
and  passed         2073 

Friendly  Societies  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments, 

agreed  to  2074 

Consolidated  Funds  (Appropriation  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons. 
Bead  1* :  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended),  Bill 
read  2*  (The  Lord  Steward  {E.  Beamhamp):  Committee  negatived;  Bill 
read  3*,  and  passed       2074 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent. 

1.  Consolidated  (Appropriation).  2.  Finance.  3..  Patents  and  De- 
signs. 3.  Fatal  Accidents  (Damages)  (No.  2.)  5.  Police  (Superannuation). 
6.  Public  Health  (Markets  in  Bural  Districts).  7.  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank.  8.  Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland).  9.  Wild  Birds.  10.  Companies. 
11.  Polling  Districts  (County  Coun(dls).  12.  Polling  Arrangements  (Par- 
liamentary Boroughs).  13.  Cran  Measures.  14.  Evicted  Tenants  (Ire- 
land). 15.  Agricultural  Holding.  16.  Public  Works  Loans.  17.  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  (Ireland).  18.  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments.  19.  Bee 
Pest  (Ireland).  20.  Friendly  Societies.  21.  Naval  Marriages.  22.  Ex- 
piring Law  Continuance.  23.  Old- Age  Pensions.  24.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs 
Duties).  25.  Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats  Supply  (Ireland).  26.  Naval 
Lands  (Volunteers).  27.  W^hale  Fisheries  (Ireland).  28.  Cost  in  Criminal 
Cases.  29.  Carried  Women's  Property.  30.  Polling  Districts  and  Regis- 
tration of  Voters  (Ireland).  31.  University  of  Durham.  92,  Grand  Jury 
(Ireland)  Act,  1836,  Amendment.  33.  Registration.  34.  Coroners  (Ire- 
land). 35.  Endowed  Schools  (Masters).  36.  Irish  Universities.  37. 
Telegraph  (Construction).  38.  Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension).  39.  Ayr 
Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation.  40.  Buckie  Burgh  and  Buckie 
(Cluny)  Harbour  Order  Confirmation.  41.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1).  42.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2).  43. 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3).  44.  Lanarkshire  Tramways 
Order  Confirmation.  45.  Lanarkshire  (Middle  W^ard  District)  Water 
Order  Confirmation.  40.  Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Confirmation. 
47.  Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order.  4S.  Metropolitan  Commons  Pro- 
visional Older.  49.  Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water  Order  Confirmation. 
50.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  1).  51.  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2).  52.  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  3).  53.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pio- 
visional  Order  (No.  4).  54.  Galashiels  Drainage  and  Burgh  Extension 
Order  Confirmation.  55.  Falkirk  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation. 
56.  Education  Board  Provisional  Ordcrn  Confirmation  (London).  57.  Glas- 
gow and  South  Western    Railwny   Order   Confirmation.     58.  Tramways 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  cxxxv 

Aug,  1.]  Page 

Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2.)  59.  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 
60.  Gas  Orders  Confirjiation.  61.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1).  62.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2).  63.  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Order  (No.  3).  64.  Lauark  Corporation  (Extension 
of  Boundaries,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation.  65.  Marriages  Provisional  Order. 
66.  Usk  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Confirmation.  67.  Wye  Fisheries 
Provisional  Order.  68.  LocalGovernment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1).  69. 
Local  Government  Provisional  Ord'^rs  (No.  2).  70.  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  4).  71.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5.) 
72.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6).  73.  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7).  74.  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No. 
8).  75.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9).  76.  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  10).  77.  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (No.  11).  78.  Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation. 
79.  Commons  Regulations  (Towyn  Trewan)  Provisional  Order.  80.  Con- 
way and  Colwyn  my  Joint  Water  Board.  81.  Lincoln  Corporation.  82. 
North  Eastern  Railway.  83.  North  East  London  Railway.  84.  Bury  and 
District  Joint  Water  Board.  85.  Draycott  Gas.  86.  Cardiff  Railway. 
87.  King's  College  London  (Transfer).  88.  Audenshaw  Urban  District 
Council.  69.  Trawe  Valley  Gas.  90.  Bristol  Tramways.  91.  Cambrian 
Railways.  92.  North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Company.  93. 
Upton  Town  Hall.  94.  Blaydon  and  Ryton  Water  (Transfer).  95. 
Bromley  and  Crays  Gas.  96.  Stockport  Corporation.  67.  Humher 
Commercial  Railway  and  Dock.  98.  Southwell  District  Gas.  99.  Louth 
and  East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer).  100.  Seaham  Harbour  Dock.  101. 
Camborne  Water.  102.  Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council.  103. 
Bristol  Corporation.  104.  Leicester  Corporation.  105.  Rochester  Bridge. 
106.  Doncaster  Corporation.  107.  Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  etc. 
108.  Swinton  and  Mexbrough  Gas.  109.  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation. 
110.  Garw  and  Ogmore  Gas.  111.  Barry  Railway.  112.  Metropolitan 
District  Railway.  113.  Taff  Vale  Railway.  114. 'Northern  Assurance 
Company.  115.  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company.  116.  Leeds 
Corporation.  117.  Pontypridd  Water.  118.  Bognor  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Company.  119.  South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution.  120. 
Aire  and  Calder  Navigation.  121.  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council. 
122.  Wishaw  Burgh  Electrical,  etc.  123.  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 
124.  Finchley  Urban  District  Council.  125.  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Towcester,  and  Midland  Junction  Riilway,  Evesham,  Redditch,  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction  Railway,  and  East  and  West  Junction 
Railway  (Amalgamation).  126.  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements).  127.  London  County  Council  (Money).  128.  Maccles- 
field and  District  Tramways  (Abandonment).  129.  Honourable  Artillery 
Company.  130.  Leith  Burgh.  131.  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway.  132.  Liverpool  Corporation  (General  Powers).  133.  Tyne 
Improvement.  134.  Widnes  Corporation.  135.  Margate  Corporation. 
136.  Manchester  Corporation.  137.  Burnley  Corporation.  138.  AmmAn- 
ford  Urban  District  Council  Water.  139.  Metropolitan  Electric  Jramways. 
140.  Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and  Water.  141.  Wath  and 
Bolton  Gas  Board.  142.  South  West  Surburban  Water.  143.  Blackburn 
Corporation.  144.  Koighley  Corporation.  145.  Great  Northern,  Picca- 
dilly, and  Brompton  Railway.  146.  Thames  River  Steamboat  Service 
Act  1904  (Amendment).  147.  Holderness  Water.  148.  London  United 
Tramways.  149.  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2). 
150.  Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway.  151.  Criccieth  Walerand  Improvement. 
152.  Piuliham  Urban  District  Council.  153.  Central  Ireland  Electric 
Power.      154.    Gosport  Gas.      155.    London  County  Council   (General 
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Powew).      156.    PavoQsthorpe  Urban   District  Council.      157.    Crystal 
Palace  Company.     158.  River  Wandle  Protection.     15?.  Dover  Graving 

Docks,     160.  Tollemache  Estate        2074 

House  adjourned   at  twenty  minutes  past  Twelve  o'clock,  to 
Monday,  the  12th  of  Occober  next,  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :    SATURDAY,   1st  AUGUST,  :1908. 
The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 

PETITIONS. 

Ohildren  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  he  upon  the  Table      2078 

Daylight  Saving  BilL — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 2078 

Licensing  Bill. — 3  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     19  Petitions  in 

favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  2078 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Fishery  Investigation. — Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Scientific  and  Statistical  Investigations  now  being  carried  on  in  relation 
to  the  Fishing  Industry  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  2079 

National  QaUery  (Ireland). — Report  of  the  Director  of  the  National  Gallery 
of  Ireland  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  Guardians  for  the  year  1907  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        2079 

Local  Taxation  Licences*  Ac.,  1907-8. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  293.]        2079 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.— Report  of  the  Proceedings  at  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  Representatives  of  Authorities  under  The 
Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  18S8;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 2079 

Board  of  Education. — Outline  of  the  successive  Ledslative  and  Adminstrative 
Conditions  afEecting  the  relation  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  Agricultural 
Education ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Reinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants  in  County  Monaghan 2079 

Open  Air  Schools      2080 

Welsh  School  Case 2080 

Recognition  of  Training  Colleges 2080 

Structural  Improvements  of  Denominational  Schools  in  Single-School  Areas    ...  2081 

De  Blaguiere  Estate,  County  Clare  2081 

H.M.S.  "  Defence  " 2083 

Naval  Programmes 2083 

H.M.S.  "Indomitable"        2084 

Naval  Manoeuvres 2084 

Milk  Prosecutions 2084 
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Fish  Landed  in  Isle  of  Lewis         2085 

Eibble  Fisheries       2085 

Action  of  Kildorrery  Magistrates 2086 

Birmingham  Postal  Servants  and  their  Bates  of  Pay       2086 

Old  Age  Pensions— Charities  Mid  Annuities         2086 

Bombay  Biots — Sentences 2087 

Justification  for  Sentence  for  Sending  Seditions  Telegrams        2087 

Bioting  in  Bombay 2087 

Deputy  Lieutenants  in  Queen's  County 2088 

Distribution  of  Land  in  County  Cavan      2088 

Batlis  in  Constabulary  Depot,  Dublin        2089 

Constabulary  Becruits  in  Dublin 2089 

Boyal  L*ish  Constabulary  Depot  Canteens  2090 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Director-General  of  Army  Finance 2091 

Kitcheners' Fighting  Scouts  2092 

Alcohol  Imports  into  Nigeria  ,    ...  2093 

Indemnity  Acts— Precedent  for  Governors  witholding  Assent 2093 

Dinizulu         2094 

Motor  Speeds  in  London     209!^ 

Liverpool  Prosecution  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  2096 

Sutherlandshire  Evictions — Burning  of  a  Crofter's  House  2096 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Scotland         2097 

Consolidated  Fund  Appropriation  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time." 

Mr.  Mackamess  (Berkshire^  ^ev^ry)     , 2097 

Mr.  G.  Greenwood  (Peterborough)  ...       ' 2099 

Mr.  ByUs  (Salford,  N.) 2100 

The  Uvder-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Colonel  Seely,  Liverpool, 

Ahercrmby) 2100 

Mr.  Crooks  (Woolwich)      2101 

Mr.  Pickersgill  (Bethnal  Gre$n,  S.W.)      2102 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  John  Burns,  Battersea)  2103 

Mr.  Morton  (Sutherland) 2104 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mbssags  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  do  not  insist  on  their  Amendments  to  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill 
to  which  this  House  has  disagreed. 
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That  they  do  nob  insist  on  their  Amendment  to  the  Irish  Universities  Bill 
to  which  this  House  has  disagreed,  and  agree  to  the  Amendment 
made  by  the  Commons  to  the  Amendment  niade  by  the  Lords  without 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — Ck>nsolidated  Fund  (Appropriation  Bill, 
Commons  Itegulation  (Towyn  Treiran)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Amendments  to — Endowed   Schools   (Masters)   Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment, 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners ...  2 1 06 

The  House  went ; — and,  having  returned  ;... 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  assent  to  a  number  of  Acts  {see 
page  2074). 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th 
July,  adjourned  the  House,  without  Question  put,  till  Monday,  12th 
October. 

Adjourned  at  Twenty- three  minutes  after  12  o'clock. 
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ELEVENTH   VOLUME    OF    SESSION    1908. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 
Wednesday,  22nd  July,  1908. 


:S  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

*•  Nottingliamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
^  ways  (No.  2)  Bill.— The  Chairman  of 
'::  CoMMiTTEBS  informed  the  House  that  the 
*§  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn. 

s      Margate  Corporation  Bill. — Read  3», 
^  with  the  Amendments;  further  Amend- 
ments made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Nottinghamshire  wid  Derbyshire  Tram- 
ways (No.  2)  Bill. — Committed  for 
To-morrow. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and 
Buildings)  Bill. — Brought  from  the 
Commons,  read  1*,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

Falkirk  and  District  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l]. — Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to. 
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Stratford-upon-Avon,   Towcester,   and 

Midland    Junction    Railway,    Evesham, 

Redditch,  and  Stratford-on-Avon  Junction 

Railway,  and  East  and   West  Junction 

i  Railway    (Amalgamation)     Bill    [h.l.]  ; 

I  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 

I  Improvements)  Bill  [h.l]. — Returned  from 

I  the   Commons  agreed  to,  with   Amend- 

I  ments ;  the  said  Amendments  considered, 

and  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)~Bradfield  (Rural  Order)— 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee;  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  said  Order,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table:  The  Orders  made  on  the  15th 
instant  respecting  the  commitment  of 
the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee  in  reg?.rd 
to  the  said  Order  discharged. 

Lanark     Corporation    (Extension     of 

Boundaries,  &c.)  Order  Confirmation  Bill. 

— Read  1* ;  to  be  printed;  and  (pursuant 

,  to    the    Private    Legislation    Procedure 

j  (Scotland)  Act,   189y),  deemed  to  .have 
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been  read  2*  (The  Lord  Herschell),  and 
reported  from  the  Committee.    [No.  174.] 


PETITION. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Petition  against;  of  persons  signing; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS 
(IRELAND). 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops 
(Ireland)  Order  of  the  3rd  February 
1908,  and  correspondence  addressed  to 
local  authorities  in  Ireland  with  respect 
to  the  said  Order :  Laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  yesterday) 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  171.] 

INLAND  REVENUE. 
Fifty-first  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Inland  Revenue,  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1908. 

TRADE  REPORTS,  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  4071.    Germany  (Dantzig);    No. 
4072.     Russia     (Moscow);     No.     40^3. 
Turkey  (Baghdad.) 

COLONIES  ANNUAL. 
No.  566.     Northern  Territories  of  the 
Gold  Coast :  Report  for  1907. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND). 
Seventy-sixth   Annual   Report  of   the 
Commissioners     of    Public     Works    in 
Ireland,  with  Appendices,  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MARRIED  WOMEN'S  PROPERTY  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  173.] 


Tjord    Chancellor ;    read 
printed.     [No.  172.] 


1*,   and   to  be 
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LUNACY  BILL  [H.u]. 
A   Bill   to  amend  the  Lunacy  Acts,  i 
1890  and  1891.— Was  presented  by  the 


MATRIMONIAL  CAUSES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  of    the   Day    for    the    Second 
Reading  read. 

Earl  RUSSELL:  My  Lords,  before, 
coming  to  the  actual  provision  of  this 
Bill  I  should  like  to  call  your  Lordships' 
attention  to  some  proceedings  germane 
to  the  subject  dealt  with  by  the  Bill.  I 
refer  to  the  discussion  which  took  place 
on  "  Marriage  in  Christendom  "  at  the 
Pan-Anglican  Congress,  and  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  find  that  some  rather 
strange  expressions  of  opinion  were  there 
made  which  did  not  entirely  agree  with 
the  legislation  as  it  stands  in  this  country. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  Bishop  of 
Montreal,  and  the  discussion  turned 
largely  upon  the  subject  of  divorce  in 
general  and  upon  the  re-marriage  of 
divorced  persons  in  Christendom  and  the 
attitude  of  the  Church  towards  it. 

Perhaps  the  most  violent  speech  on 
the  subject  was  one  made  by  a  layman 
at  that  Congress,  Mr.  G.  W.  E.  RusseU, 
who  attached  great  importance  to  what 
I  might  call  the  high  ecclesiastical  view 
of  marriage  and  of  divorce,  and  he  said 
that  there  was  a  lamentable  tendency 
even  among  Church  people  to  compromise 
and  to  concession.  He  asked  whether 
the  re-marriage  of  divorced  people  was 
repudiated  as  legalised  concubinage.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  that  extreme  view 
did  not  commend  itself  to  all  present 
even  at  that  Congress.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  he  desired  to  reaffirm  publicly 
his  conviction  that  marriage  was  a  sacra- 
mental institution  and  that  marriage 
was  perpetual.  Your  Lordships  are  well 
aware  that  by  the  Articles  of  the  Church 
of  England  itself  it  is  expressly  declared 
that  marriage  is  not  a  sacrament,  and 
therefore  no  person  who  professes  to  be 
in  entire  agreement  with  the  Church  of 
England  can  properly  describe  marriage 
as  being  called  a  sacrament  by  his  Church, 
differing  in  that,  as  your  Lordships  know, 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  On 
that  the  argument  was  founded  that  the 
marriage  was  indissoluble. 

Canon  K  F.  Brown  said  that  marriages 
of  Christian  men  and  women  were, 
strictly  speaking,   indissoluble.     It  waa 
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not,  he  said,  the  function  of  the  Church, 
whatever  the  view  of  the  8tate,  to 
re-marry  any  person  who  had  a  husband 
or  wife  alive.     He  added  that — 

•*  la  this  matter  the  Church  of  England 
ought  to  take  her  stand  by  the  Church  of 
Rome." 

That  is  a  perfectly  possible  view,  and  so 
long  as  that  view  is  limited  to  persons 
who  accept  it  and  believe  it,  there  is  no 
objection  to  their  holding  it  and  acting 
upon  it.  But  I  submit  to  your  Lordships 
that  there  is  no  reason  why  those  who 
do  not  hold  that  view ;  why  those  who 
do  not  take  that  extreme  view  of  marriage 
as  a  sacrament ;  and,  still  less,  why  those 
who,  like  myself,  are  free-thinkers  and 
give  no  allegiance  at  all  to  the  principles 
which  underlie  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church,  should  be  bound  by  the  views 
taken  by  other  people.  When  we  come 
to  the  question  of  legislation,  I  venture 
to  suggest  that  the  considerations  which 
should  guide  us  are  considerations  of 
public  policy  and  expediency,  and  that  no 
matter  how  large,  important,  or  influential 
a  section  of  the  community  hold  particular 
views  on  this  question,  they  should  be 
left  themselves  to  observe  the  particular 
views  they  hold  without  attempting 
to  impose  them  upon  others.  At  the 
end  of  the  discussion  the  chairman 
said — 

**  It  rejoiced  his  heart  to  hear  the  magnificent 
eonservative  ring  of  the  note  which  had  been 
sounded  on  the  question  of  marriage." 

And  he  went  on  to  say — 

'*  However  the  State  might  use  its  power  to 
Hmit  the  lifelong  force  of  the  marriage  tie,  the 
Church,  as  long  as  it  remained  Christian,  must 
follow  Christ,  even  though  such  following 
miKht  bring  it  into  partial  or  open  conflict 
with  the  State." 

I  have  no  objection  to  these  views  if 
held  and  acted  upon  by  individuals,  but 
there  is  no  sort  of  reason  why  individuals 
who  hold  these  views  should  attempt  to 
force  them  upon  individuals  who  do  not 
hold  them.  When  you  come  to  consider 
the  matter  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
State,  which  by  the  speakers  at  the 
Congress  was  sharply  distinguished  from 
the  point  o£  view  of  the  Church,  you 
have  to  consider  what  is  expedient  and 
advantageous. 

Since  I  last  presented  this  measure  to 
your  Lordships  I  have  received  support 
from  a  quarter  which,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  legislation  and  of  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  is,  I  think,  entitled  to  carry 


much  more  weight  than  the  Pan- Anglican 
Congress.  I  refer  to  some  observations 
which  were  made  by  Sir  Gk^rell  Barnes, 
the  President  of  the  Divorce  Court,  in  the 
case  of  Dodd  v,  Dodd.  Sir  Gorell  Barnes 
is  eminently  fitted  to  know  the  hardships 
and  difficulties  which  occur  in  the  present 
marriage  law,  and  the  great  disadvantages 
that  are  inseparable  from  a  condition  of 
things  where  we  allow  very  freely 
judicial  separation,  while  limiting  strictly 
the  right  to  re-marry  and  complete 
freedom  from  the  marriage  tie ;  and  he 
made  these  observations  on  a  case  which 
arose  from  a  magistrate's  order.  By 
recent  legislation  more  and  more  powers 
have  been  given  to  magistrates  to  make 
orders  for  judicial  separation  which 
cause  a  husband  and  a  wife  to  live  apart, 
and  which  have  practically  all  the  effect 
of  an  order  for  judical  separation  made 
by  the  Divorce  Court.  After  pointing 
out  the  large  extent  to  which  these 
judicial  separations  are  being  obtained — 
some  7,000  a  year — the  President  went 
on  to  say — 

"  Applied  first  in  an  a^e  remote  and  in  a 
state  of  society  different  m>m  the  present,  the 
remedv  of  permanent  'separation  for  matri- 
monial grievances  would  always  seem  to  have 
been  injudicious,  even  in  days  when  persons 
could  not  escape  from  their  surroundmgs  as 
they  can  now,  and  when  they  were  more 
amenable  to  the  pressure  and  censures  of  th* 
Church,  and  is  now  probably  to  be  regarded 
as  more  unsatisfactory  still  and  as  tending 
to  demoralisation  and  providing  inadequate 
iustice  to  the  innocent.  At  the  time  of  the 
Keformation,  the  Royal  Comnussion  issued  by 
Henry  VIII.  and  renewed  by  Edward  VI., 
composed  of  ecclesiastics,  civilians,  and 
common  lawyers,  inquired  into  this  subject. 
The  project  of  reforming  the  law  came  to  an 
end  with  the  death  of  the  latter  king,  but  the 
Commissioners'  Report  was  printed  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  under  the  title  *  Reformatio 
Legum  Eeelegiasticarum*  and  the  recommenda- 
tions were  to  the  effect  [inter  alia)  that 
separation  a  mensa  et  thoro  should  be  abolished 
as  productive  of  great  abuses  and  scandal  in 
the  marriage  state,  and  that,  while  restrictions 
and  punishments  should  be  imposed  upon  the 
guilty  party,  the  innocent  party  should  be 
permitted  to  obtain  a  divorce  for,  among  other 
grounds,  desertion  :  see  Reeve's  History,  2nd 
ed.,  vol  iv.,  pp.  646,  547,  summarising  Ref. 
Leg.  Eccl.  47-66.  Desertion  is  a  ground  in 
Scotland  and  in  certain  other  countries. 
Nothing,  however,  was  done  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  marriage  remained  indissohible, 
except  by  Act  of  Parliament,  until  1867,  when, 
after  much  controversy,  the  Act  of  that  year 
was  passed,  which  can  hardly  be  held  to  have 
attained  to  finality.  By  it  the  right  of  divorce 
was  given,  but  confined  to  the  cases  specified 
therein.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Bishop  in  his 
work  on  marriage  an(^|d^voj-^^(s^^^^n  the 
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state  of  things  which  existed  in  England  before 
that  Act,  are  deserving  of  a  most  careful 
perusal.  But  the  figures  I  have  given  above 
show  the  liu)ited  application  of  this  Act, 
especially  having  regard  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  population  of  this  country." 

The  President  went  on  to  say,  and  this  is 
what  I  have  often  ventured  to  urge  on 
your  Lordships — 

"That  the  tendency  of  these  cr^lers  is  to 
encourage  immorality,  tearing  in  mind  that 
human  nature  is  what  it  is,  and  the  classes  of 
persons  with  whom  the  magistrates  usually 
have  to  deal,  I  doubt  wheoher  anyone,  of 
experience  sntticient  to  judge,  will  deny.  That 
is  the  opinion'which  I  have  formed  after  a  long 
experience  in  this  Court,  where  case  after  case 
shows  what  so  often  follows  from  these  orders, 
and  discloses  a  must  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things.  It  is  an  opinion  in  accord  with  that 
expressed  in  very  forcible  language  by  Mr. 
Bishop  on  the  subject  of  diverce  a  menfta  et 
thoro,  s.  29,  where  he  collects  the  opinions  of 
certain  distingaished  wi  iters  on  the  subject." 

Continuing,  the  President  said — 

*' Moreover  these  orders  really  impose  a 
more  serious  penalty  in  the  cases  to  which 
they  apply  than  a  decree  of  divorce  would  ; 
for  the  result  of  a  decree  of  judicial  separa- 
tion against  a  man  is  more  severe  to  him,  and 
in  certain  cases  even  to  a  woman,  than  a 
decree  of  divorce.  The  consequences  of  each 
are,  in  most  cases,  very  much  the  same,  except 
that  the  former  imposes  the  disability  of 
re-marriage  while  the  latter  does  not ;  so  that, 
for  instance,  a  man  may  be  more  severely 
punished  for  the  offence  of  adultery  than  for 
the  same  offence  coupled  with  cruelty  or 
desertion  for  two  years  or  upwards ;  and, 
farther  in  the  latter  case,  the  wife  has  the 
option  of  choosing  whether  she  shall  apply  for 
separation  or  divorce.  .  .  .  I  am  anxious  not  to 
travel  out  of  my  province,  which  is  jus  dicere 
nonjus  dare,  but  the  point  as  to  how  the  Act 
of  1896  can  be  administered,  >vith  regard  to  the 
non-cohabition  part  of  the  order,  by  thema^- 
trates  who  have,  as  noticed  above,  certain  dis- 
cretionary powers  and  can  to  a  certain  extent 
control  the  working  of  the  Act  so  as  to  prevent, 
as  far  as  possible,  evil  results,  gives  rise  to  the 
foregoing  penal  observations ;  and  having, 
since  I  first  sat  on  this  bench  in  1892,  found  it 
necessary  to  make  myself  familar  with  the 
history  of  the  laws  governine  the  relations  of 
husband  and  wife,  and  the  discussions  which 
have  from  time  to  time  taken  place  relating 
thereto,  more  particularly  at  the  time  of  the 
passinff  of  the  Act  of  1857,  and  the  results  of 
those  laws,  of  which  experience  in  this  Court 
gives  very  considerable  opportunities  of  judg- 
ing, it  is  desirable,  in  my  judgment,  as  bear- 
ing on  the  subject  under  consideration,  to 
express  the  conviction,  which  has  forced  itself 
upon  me,  that  permanent  separation  without 
divorce  has  a  distinct  tendency  to  encourage 
immorality  and'is  an  unsatisfactory  remedy  to 
apply  to  the  evils  which  it  is  supposed  to 

Erevent.  That  the  present  state  of  the  Eng- 
sh  law  of  divorce  and  separation  is  not  satis- 
factory can  hardly  be  dou  bted.  The  law  is  full 
of  inconsistencies,  anomalies,  and  inequalities 
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amounting  almost  to  abfturdities  ;  and  it  does 
not  produce  desirable  results  in  certain  import- 
ant respects.  V\'hether  any,  and  what,  remedy 
should  be  applied  raises  extremely  difficnli 
questions,  the  importance  of  which  can  hardly 
be  over-estimated,  for  they  touch  the  basis  on 
which  society  rests,  the  principle  of  marriage 
being  the  fundamental  basis  upon  which  thif» 
and  other  civilised  nations  have  built  up  their 
social  systems;  and  it  would  be  most  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  family  life, 
society,  and  the  State  to  permit  of  divorccb 
beinff  lightly  and  easily  obtained,  or  to  allow 
anjr  law  which  was  wide  enough  to  militate 
by  its  laxity  against  the  principles  of  marriage. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  now  to  express  a 
formal  and  final  opinion  upon  these  serious 
questions,  bat  the  consideration  of  what  I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  deal  with  in  this 
judgment  brings  prominently  forward  the 
question  whether,  assuming  thaX,  divorce  is  to 
be  allowed  at  all,  as  it  has  been  in  England  by 
judicial  decree  for  the  past  fifty  years  and  for 
a  long  time  before  that  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
any  reform  would  be  effective  and  adequate 
which  did  not  abolish  permanent  separation, 
as  distinguished  from  divorce,  place  tue  sexeB 
on  an  equality  as  regards  offence  and  relief, 
and  permit  a  decree  being  obtained  for  Huch 
definite  grave  causes  of  offence  as  render  future 
cohabitation  impracticable  and  frustrate  the 
object  of  marriaffe ;  and  whether  such  reform 
would  not  largely  tend  to  greater  propriety 
and  enhance  that  respect  for  the  sanctity  of 
the  marriage  tie  which  is  so  essential  in  the 
best  interests  of  society  and  the  State.  It  is 
sufficient  at  present  to  say  that,  from  what  I 
have  pointed  out,  there  appears  to  be  good 
reason  for  inform,  and  that  probably  it  would 
be  found  that  it  should  be  in  the  direction 
above  indicated.  The  petition  for  divorce  in 
this  case  must  be  dismissed,  for  the  wife  has 
only  proved  adultery,  and  that  is  not  sufficient 
to  enable  her  to  obtain  a  decree  of  divorce ; 
and  it  will  not  be  any  satisfaction  to  her  to 
know  that  if  her  case  had  arisen  and  her  suit 
could  have  been  brought  in  Scotland  or  most 
other  civilised  countries  she  would  have 
succeeded." 

The   learned   President    of  the  Divorce 
Court,    in    that    judgment,    expressed 
in  words  far  better  than  any  that.  I  could 
use,  the  evils  which  arise  from  the  present 
state  of  things ;      and  the  concluding 
sentence  of  that  judgment,   I  venture 
to  say,  should  suggest  to  your  Lordships 
that  the  subject  of  my  Bill  is  worthy  of 
your  consideration.     In  the  concluding 
sentence  Sir  Gorell  Barnes  points  out; 
that  in  Scotland,  and  in  almost  every 
other  civilised  country,  a  remedy  would. 
have  been  open  to  the  aggrieved  spouse 
if    desertion    had    taken    place.     There 
is  no  need  for  me  to  recapitulate  wha-b 
is  so  well  said  by  the  President  as  to  tke 
evils  of  a  state  of  permanent  separation^ 
where  no  re-marriage  is  possible.    Yo"u 
distinctly    and    deUbepitdy^  Jijy;   thctt^ 
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gislation,  put  people  in  a  position 
of  temptation  from  which  many  of 
Uiem  sroffer,  and  which  does  not  lead 
to  good  manners  and  good  morals  in 
th,e  State. 

By  this  Bill  I  propose  to  deal  with 
one,  and  one  only,  of  those  grounds 
which  are  now  grounds  for  judicial 
separation — I  mean  the  ground  of  deser- 
tion. The  operative  clause  of  the  Bill 
has  the  effect,  by  inserting  in  the  Matri- 
monial Causes  Act  certain  additional 
words,  of  making  desertion  without 
cause  for  two  years  and  upwards  a 
ground  for  divorce.  I  do  not  conoeal 
from  myself  or  from  your  Lordships, 
that  that  is  a  very  considerable  change 
to  make,  but  I  venture  to  commend  it 
to  the  House  on  the  grounds  of  the 
jnc^ment  of  Sir  Gorell  Barnes  which 
I  have  read.  I  also  venture  to  com- 
mend it  to  your  Lordships  on  the  ground 
which  he  mentions  at  the  end  of  his 
judgment  that  it  is  already  the  law 
in  most  civilised  countries,  and  even  in 
a  coimtry  so  near  to  us  as  Scotland. 
There  is  this  difference  between  the 
law  in  Scotland  and  the  law  as  proposed 
in  this  Bill,  that  in  Scotland  the  deser- 
tion has  to  be  for  three  years  and  up- 
wards; but  as  the  term  which  now 
exists  in  the  Matrimonial  Causes  Act 
for  desertion  is  two  years,  and  as  this 
term  has  been  generally  adopted  in 
English  legislation,  I  thotight  it  best  to 
put  that  period  in  this  Bill. 

It  has  been  said  before,  and  may  be  said 
again,  that  this  is  a  subject  which  ought 
to  be  taken  up  by  the  Government  and 
considered  by  a  Commission  or  Committee, 
aud  that  no  private  member  ought  to  at- 
tempt to  legislate  upon  it.  I  quite  agree 
that  this  is  a  matter  whieh  ought  to  be 
taken  up  by  the  Government  and  con- 
sidered by  a  Commission  or  Committee  ; 
but  it  is  not  taken  up,  and  meanwhile 
many  thousands  of  people  every  year 
suffer  great  hardship  from  the  existing 
law.  That  is  my  only  excuse  for  again 
calling  attention  to  the  subject.  The 
matter  is  one  which  is  of  great  im- 
portance and  can  only  be  fitly  dealt 
with  by  the  Government  of  the  day  ;  and 
it  is,  I  venture  to  think,  a  matter  not  so 
difficult  as  it  is  sometimes  represented  to 
be.  I  think  a  conclave  of  lawyers  would 
find  a  remedy  for  the  existing  state  of 


things  without  very  much  difficulty. 
But  the  present  Bill  has  one  merit,  which 
was  insisted  upon  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  in  the  discussions 
on  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sistei  Bill. 
That  is  that  it  only  deals  with  one  point. 
At  any  rate  it  has  that  merit.  I  submit 
the  subject  to  your  Lordships  for  discus- 
sion because  some  settlement  ought  to  be 
arrived  at  in  the  matter,  and  your  Lord- 
ships, I  think,  must  realise  that  when 
a  man  in  the  position  of  the  President 
of  the  Divorce  Court,  holding  high  judicial 
office,  feels  it  necessary  to  make  so  ex- 
plicit and  so  clear  a  statement  as  to  the 
disadvantages,  the  inequalities,  and  the 
evil  effects  of  the  present  law,  there  must 
be  some  grievance  which  calls  for  a 
remedy.  I,  therefore,  beg  to  move  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2a."— (^arZ  Russell,) 

♦The  lord  BISHOP  op  BRISTOL  : 
My  Lords,  I  came  here  this  afternoon  in 
order  to  read  prayers,  not  even  knowing 
that  this  Bill  was  to  be  before  your 
Lordships'  House  ;  but  seeing  it  on  the 
Paper  I  remained,  and  having  heard  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl  in  moying  the 
Second  Reading  I  cannot  sit  still.  For 
the  last  fortnight  I  have  been  acting  as 
chairman  of  a  large  committee  of  bishops 
of  the  Lambeth  Conference  to  make  a 
report  upon  marriage  problems,  the  first 
being  divorce.  We  have  had  evidence 
from  bishops  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
as  to  the  mischiefs  that  have  resulted 
from  weakening  the  marriage  laws.  In 
one  of  the  States  of  the  United  States 
of  America  they  are  exceedingly  pleased 
with  themselves  because,  by  the  creation 
of  anti-divorce  committeeSj  they  have 
actually  made  such  an  improvement  as 
this— that  instead  of  the  legislature 
having  twelve  causes  for  divorce  the 
number  has  been  brought  down  to  seven  ; 
and  they  are  very  proud  indeed  of  having 
1  done  so  much.  Other  States  have  not 
I  got  so  far.  The  evidence  that  we  have 
I  fcrom  all  parts  of  the  world  goes  to  show 
I  that  if  you  once  begin  to  weaken  the 
marriage  laws  you  never  know  where  you 
will  stop.  In  one  of  the  United  States  one 
marriage  out  of  every  six  is  pronoimced 
terminated  by  the  cft|u^e?yt5o6§l2^* 


11 


Matrimonial 


{LOKDS} 


Causes  BiU. 


12 


propose  to  go  into  any  of  these  details. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the  social 
state  is  built  upon  the  principle  of  the 
family  life,  and  the  family  life  is  built 
upon  the  principle  of  the  sanctity  of 
marriage.  To  dare  to  tamper  with  all 
that  by  just  one  little  bit  of  piecemeal 
legislation,  slipping  in  another  cause  for 
divorce,  whereas  there  is  now  only  one, 
seems  to  me  unworthy  of  the  suggestion 
of  the  noble  Earl  and  quite  impossible  for 
your  Lordships'  House  to  look  at.  Many 
of  us  are  look  ing  forward  to  the  time  when 
the  very  strong  pronoundfement  of  one 
whom  I  can  call  my  friend,  the  President 
of  the  Divorce  Court,  will  be  taken  up, 
not,  if  I  may  say  so,  by  a  miserable  piece 
of  piecemeal  legislation  like  this,  but  by  a 
great  and  important  Royal  CommiBsion. 
When  that  Royal  Commission  sits  they 
will  have  before  them,  I  believe,  evidence 
which  will  tend  rather  to  stringency  than 
to  leniency  with  regard  to  the  marriage 
laws.  I  entreat  your 'Lordships  not  to 
look  at  a  piece  of  legislation  of  this 
description. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  last  year  or  the 
year  before,  in  reference  to  a  Bill  on  the 
subject  of  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister,  I  had  occasion  to  warn  your 
Lordships  of  the  danger  of  doing  more 
than  proceed  step  by  step  in  reference  to 
the  marriage  laws.  They  are  very  com- 
plicated ;      they  touch  the  life  of  the 


nation  at  its  very  source  BJa,i  are  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  every  way.  There- 
fore, I  ventured  to  submit  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  any  interference  with  those 
laws  could  only  be  taken  up  one  question 
at  a  time,  so  that  it  could  be  seen  exactly 
what  you  were  doing.  This  Bill  un- 
doubtedly has  the  merit  claimed  for  it 
by  the  noble  Earl  that  it  deals  with  only 
one  question  at  a  time.  I  am  afraid  that 
is  the  only  merit  I  can  see  in  the  Bill. 
The  proposal,  if  I  rightly  imderstand  the 
Bill,  is  that  a  man  or  woman  may  be 
divorced  on  the  ground  of  desertion 
without  cause  for  two  years  and  upwards. 
That  is  the  proposal  which  is  made  in  the 
Bill.  I  will  say  nothing  at  all  about  the 
sanctions  of  other  kinds  affecting  marriage , 
I  would  simply  point  out  that  the  noble 
Earl's  Bill  amoimts  to  this,  that  divorces 
practically  may  be  obtained  at  discre- 
tion or  almost  at  discretion  by  the  parties 
to  the  marriage.  The  woman  being  the 
weaker  of  the  two,  the  man  might  very 
easily  by  his  conduct  cause  his  wife  to 
desert  him  for  two  years  and  then  get 
rid  of  her.  I  must  say  for  myself  that  the 
proposal  in  the  Bill  is  absolutely  impossible 
and  is  one  to  which  I  will  not  at  any 
time  consent.  Therefore,  when  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Second  Reading  is  put  I 
shall  vote  in  the  negative^ 

On  Question, 

Their    Lordships    divided: — Contents. 
2 ;    Not-contents,    61. 
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THE  SHOP  HOURS  ACT. 
Lord  AVEBURY  :    My  Lords,  I  rise 
to  move  for  a  Ketum  of  the  Closing  Orders 
which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Home 
Office  under  the  Shop  Hours  Act,  and 
specifying  those  which  have  been  for  the 
hairdressers'  trade ;     and  of  those  now 
under  consideration.    I  have  been  re- 
quested to  do  so  in  order  to  show  the 
working  of  the  Act.     So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
Closing  Orders  made  in  1906  was  103, 
in  1907  29,  and  in  1908  41,   or  a  total  of 
173.    Considering  that  the  Act  is  per- 
miBsiye,  the  resiQt,  if  not  all  that  might 
have   been    hoped,    is    satisfactory.     It 
shows  what  may  be  done.     The  figures 
for  London  are,  however,  disappointing, 
mainly    because   instead    of   appointing 
the  London  County  Council  to  adminis- 
ter the  Act  in  London,  as  proposed  in  our 
Bill,   the   House   of  Commons   inserted 
borough  councils.    The  borough  councils 
are,  I  doubt  not,  quite  as  disposed  to  assist 
in  securing  reasonable  hours,  but  it  has 
been  found  difficult  to  get  them  to  agree 
on  the  same  time.      Still,  even  in  London, 
hairdressers  have  been  successful,  which 
shows  that  if  other  trades  were  as  ener- 
getic they  might  be  equally  successful. 
The  hairdressers  are  anxious  to  know  the 
number  of  Closing  Orders  which  have  been 
made  for  their  trade.     I  believe  this  in- 
formation would  be  useful,  and  hope  there 
may  be  no  objection  to  granting  it. 

Moved,  "  For  a  Return  of  the  Closing 
Orders  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
Home  Office  under  the  Shop  Hours  Act, 
and  specifjdng  those  which  have  been  for 
the  hairdressers'  trade  ;  and  of  those  now 
under  consideration."— (i^cZ  A%)ebv/ry,) 

The  lord  STEWARD  (Earl  Beau- 
CHAKP) :  My  Lords,  the  Home  Office 
will  be  glad  to  give  the  information  for 
which  the  noble  Lord  asks,  but  they  trust 
the  noble  Lord  will  be  good  enough  to  be 
content  if  they  postpone  supplying  him 
with  the  information,  on  the  ground  that 
if  a  Return  were  made  at  once  it  would 
he  for  a  broken  period  only.  What  I 
suggest    is  that  the  noble  Lord  should 


withdraw  his  Motion  this  afternooon  and 
that  later  on  information  should  be  sup- 
plied for  the  whole  year.  If  the  informa- 
tion were  given  for  a  complete  period  it 
would  be  more  useful,  especially  in  view 
of  the  legislation  which  is  contemplated 
for  next  session.  So  far  as  the  past  months 
of  this  year  are  concerned,  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  able,  by  investigation,  to 
find  out  for  himself  the  number  of  Orders 
which  have  been  published,  because  at 
regular  intervals  in  Lords'  and  Commons' 
Papers  there  are  to  be  f oimd  the  numbers 
and  the  names  of  the  Orders  confirmed 
under  the  Shop  Hours  Act ;  so  that  for 
the  time  being,  at  any  rate,  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  able  to  discover  these 
figures  for  himself.  I  hope  that,  in  these 
circumstances,  the  noble  Lord  will  with- 
draw the  Motion  and  allow  the  informa- 
tion to  be  submitted  later  for  a  complete 
period. 

Lord  AVEBURY  :  I  am  much  obliged 
to  my  noble  friend  for  meeting  me  so 
far.  With  reference  to  hairdressers,  I 
do  not  think  the  returns  enable  one  to 
distinguish  between  that  and  other 
trades,  and  the  hairdressers  were  par- 
ticularly anxious  that  the  number  of 
Orders  relating  to  them  should  be  given. 
The  suggestion  which  the  noble  Earl 
has  made  is  a  most  reasonable  one,  and 
I  shall  be  very  happy,  in  those  circum- . 
stances,  to  withdraw  my  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


HOME  DEFENCE. 
The  Earl  of  WEMYSS,  in  whose 
name  the  following  Notice  stood  on  the 
Paper — "  To  call  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  unanimously  passed  by 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  10th  of  July 
1905,  *  That  it  would  be  a  danger  to  the 
Realm,  and  limit  the  power  of  the  Navy 
as  an  offensive  force  in  war,  to  trust  to 
it  alone  for  home  defence ;  and,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  admitted  that  the  Navy 
cannot  guarantee  us  against  so-called 
hostile  *'  raids,"  it  is  the  more  needful 
that   our   land   defences   shou 
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times  be  such  that  no  nation  would  ever 
attempt,  in  any  form,  a  hostile  landing 
on  our  shores ' ;  and  further,  to  show 
how  the  War  Office  has  signally  failed 
to  give  effect  to  the  said  Resolution," — 
said  :  My  Lords,  it  was  my  intention 
to  have  taken  this  Notice  off  the  Paper, 
but  I  was  asked  by  a  friend  in  this 
House  to  let  it  remain.  He  wisely  said 
that  the  more  this  subject  was  discussed  | 
the  better,  and  therefore  I  allowed  the  j 
Notice  to  remain.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  the  debate  last  week  on  the  Motion 
of  the  noble  Duke,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  i 
that  I  thought  of  taking  my  Notice  off 
the  Paper.  That  debate  went  fully 
into  the  question  of  armaments,  and 
the  alterations  that  have  been  made  by  i 
His  Majesty's  Government — so  fully  that 
it  did  not  appear  to  me  necessary  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  the  Motion. 

I   need   not,   therefore,   refer   to   the  , 
figures,  but  I  will  quote  a  passage  from 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Under- 
Secretary   of   State   for   War,   which   I  ' 
think  shows,  more  than  anything  else,  > 
the  state  in  which  we  are  in  the  matter 
of   defence   on   land.      Lord  Lucas  the  ■ 
other  night,  at  the  end  of  his  speech,  > 
said — 

**  He  hoped  your  Lordships  would  recognise 
that  they  were  going  through  a  transitory  stage, 
and  that  it  was  too  early  to  judge  whether  the 
Territorial  Army  would  be  a  success  or  not. 
They  had  only  touched  the  fringe  of  the  recruit- 
ing  system,  and  they  must  wait  to  see  whether 
the  result  on  the  whole  was  satisfactory  or  not." 

Do  you  think  that  is  a  satisfactory  state 
to  be  in  ?  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has  got  rid  of  the  old  military 
system.  He  has  reduced  the  Army ; 
he  has  abolished  the  Volunteers  and 
established  in  their  place  the  Territorial 
Force,  and  now  you  have  to  wait  until 
the  "  terriers  "  are  full  grown.  That  is 
not  the  way  in  which  the  safety  of  this 
nation  should  be  looked  after.  I  venture 
to  protest  against  it  as  being  most 
dangerous  and  absolutely  to  be  resisted, 
if  possible,  by  this  House. 

I  do  not  know  how  you  can  resist  it. 
You  can  only  resist  it  by  repealing  that 
Act  and  restoring  what  you  have  taken 
away.  It  is  tyue  that  the  old  military 
system  rested  <hi  compulsion,  but  it  has 
never  been  enforced.  Every  occupant 
of  the  Front  Benches  and  every  man  who 
has  been   Secretary  of  State  for  War 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss, 


knows  that  it  has  not  been  enforced,  not, 
generally,  from  national  reasons,  but  from 
party  reasons.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech  the  other  night  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  gave  utterance  to  a  statement 
which  1  venture  to  question.  The  noble 
Duke  said  he  was  convinced  that  com- 
pulsory military  service  was  impossible- 
Now,  in  Scotland,  in  the  Scottish  Church, 
we  have  a  long  and  a  short  catechism.  I 
will  not  put  a  long  catechism  to  the  noble 
Duke,  but  a  very  short  one.  I  wish  to 
know  on  what  authority  he  makes  that 
statement.  Will  he  kindly  tell  this 
House  on  what  authority  he  says  that  it  is 
impossible  in  this  country  to  enforce 
compulsion  ?  I  believe  that  compulsion 
is  the  only  possible  way  of  settling  this 
question.  I  ask  my  noble  friend — Can 
he  quote  any  authority  in  his  favour, 
except  the  two  front  benches  ?  I 
grant  him  every  Secretary  of  State  except 
Lord  Herbert,  whose  statue  records  what 
he  thought  about  it.  He  wanted  it,  but 
could  not  get  it  from  his  Government* 
That  is  why  his  head  is  bowed. 

I  have,  as  far  as  I  could,  tested  public 

opinion  in  this  country  upon  this  vital 

question.    I  sent  round  circulars  to  all 

urban    and    county    authorities    asking 

them    two    questions.    The    first    was 

whether  they  were  satisfied  with  the  state 

of  things  at  present  in  England  as  regards 

home  defence  on  land.    In  75  per  cent. 

I  of  the  answers  the  reply  was   "  No.'* 

The  other  question  was  :  Do  you  believe 

j  that  the  people  of  this  coimtry  would 

I  object  to  a  modified  form  of  compulsory 

j  service  ?     Two   to    one   replied    "  No." 

'  I  set  those  authorities  against  the  ipse 

I  dixit — it  is  nothing  else — of  the  noble 

j  Duke.    With  regard  to  the  county  which 

is  represented  by  our  great  War  Minister, 

1  who  is  called  a  modem  Napoleon  by  the 

Westminster  Review,  in  the  year  1905  I 

invited  the  constituents  of  the  Secretary 

of  State  to  meet  me  in  the  Market  Hall 

of  Haddington  and  talk  over  this  question 

of  home  defence  and  compulsory  service. 

They  came,  and  I  read  to  them    the 

Resolution  which  your  Lordships  passed, 

and  which  1  think  it  is  well  that  I  should 

read  now.    It  is  as  follows — 

"  That  it  would  be  a  danger  to  the  Realm, 
and  limit  the  power  of  the  Navy  as  an  offensive 
force  in  war,  to  trust  to  it  alone  for  home 
defence  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  it  is  admitted  that 
the  Navy  cannot  guarantee  ub  t^&^i^  jaiftrcalled 
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ho^ile  *  raids,'  it  is  the  more  needful  that  our 
liwd  defences  should  at  all  times  be  such  that  ' 
no  nation  would  ever  attempt,  in  any  form, 
a  hostile  landing  on  our  shores." 

Further,  I  asked  whether  they  would 
agree  to  compulsory  service  in  the 
modified  form  which  I  proposed. 

What    was   that   modified   form  ?     I ; 
may  say  that  I  am  dead  against  compul- 
sory service   for   everybody.     There   is 
a  body  in  this  country,    the    National 
Service  League,  who  propose  that  every- 1 
body    should    serve    compulsorily    for 
home   defence.     The    old    principle    of 
our  military  law  was  the  Crown's  right ' 
to  call  upon  its  subjects  compulsonly 
to  serve  for  home  defence,  and  the  law 
which  gave  that  power  has  been  done 
away  with.    If  you   were   situated  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe  and  the  only 
division     between    you     and     another 
country  that  had  universal  compulsory  i 
service  was  a  red  line  on  the  map,  you 
would  be  obliged  to  have  it ;    but  you  i 
have  the  sea  around  you  and  a  fleet,  | 
though  I  do  not  believe  that  you  should  | 
trust  to   the   Fleet  alone.    But,   when 
you  have  that,  why  should  every  man 
be  required  to  serve,  when  by  the  law 
which  the  modem  Nopoleon  has  repealed 
you  had  what  was  called  the  ballot  ? 
I  know  what  some  of  my  friends  of  the 
National  Service  League  will  say.    The 
National     Service    League    and    those 
noble  Lords  who  are  associated  with   it 
will  say  it  is  very  unfair  that  men  should 
be  chosen  for  service  by  ballot ;     but, 
if  that  league  were  condemned  to  death, 
would  it  object  to  decimation  ?     Would 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Viscount  Hardinge, 
or  Lord  Newton  object  ? 

LoED  NEWTON :    Yes. 

The  Eakl  of  WEMYSS:  The  ballot 
will  do  all  that  you  possibly  want,  and 
it  is  on  that  ground  that  I  feel  strongly 
on  this  question.  I  believe  that  it  is 
not  only  the  better  way,  but  that  it  is 
the  only  way  in  which  you  can  make 
this  country  safe  at  home.  That  it  will 
bear  hardly  on  the  people  is  not  true. 
What  the  meeting  in  the  town  of  Had- 
dington accepted  was  my  modified  pro- 
posal of  the  ballot,  which  should  apply 
to  a  man  only  once  in  his  life,  and  that 
when  he  was  twenty.  The  result  would 
be  in  the  case  of  a  young  working  man 


of  twenty  that  he  would  as  a  result  of 
being  drilled  receive  more  wages.  The 
effect  of  drill  upon  working  men  of  that 
age  would  be  to  enable  them  to  earn 
higher  wages  after  they  had  undergone 
military  training.  A  large  employer 
of  labour  told  me  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  pay  Is.  6d.  a  week  more  in 
wages  to  such  a  man.  I  dare  any  noble 
Lord  on  either  of  the  front  benches  to 
deny  that  the  method  which  I  advocate 
is  the  only  way  in  which  the  problem 
can  be  solved. 

The    Lender  -  secretary    of 

STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Lucas)  :  My 
Lords,  I  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl,  who  quoted  a 
passage  from  a  speech  which  I  made  a 
few  days  ago  in  your  Lordships'  House 
and  in  which  I  stated  that  it  was  too  early 
to  judge  of  the  results  of  the  Territorial 
Army  scheme.  I  would  ask  that  that  re- 
mark should  be  coupled  with  what  I  had 
previously  said,  which  was  this — that 
we  have  at  the  present  moment  180,000 
men  in  the  Territorial  Force,  in  place  of 
the  260,000  that  we  had  in  the  Yeomanry 
and  in  the  Volunteers  before.  I  said  that 
according  to  high  military  opinion  that 
force,  even  if  it  grew  no  larger,  and  were 
unaided  by  any  other  military  force, 
would  be  far  more  capable  of  defending 
this  country  than  the  larger  number  which 
existed  previously,  simply  and  solely 
because  it  had  been  given  the  organisa- 
tion to  enable  it  to  take  the  field.  I  will 
not  say  that  the  force  is  at  present,  but* 
fts  soon  as  they  begin  to  understand  their 
duties,  they  will  become,  more  competent 
and  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  home  ^ 
defence  than  the  Volunteers  and  Yeo- 
manry, unorganised  as  they  were,  would 
have  been,  and  therefore  to  that  extetit 
we  are  better  off  than  we  were  before. 
On  the  question  of  increasing  the  force 
from  its  present  strength  of  180,000  to 
300,000,  which  we  wish  it  to  reach,  I 
then  made  the  remark  which  the  noble 
Lord  did  me  the  honour  to  quote,  in  which 
I  said  that  no  judgment  could  be  formed 
until  the  County  Associations  had  had 
time  really  to  deal  with  the  recruiting 
problem,  and  that  that  was  a  question 
bound  to  take  a  considerable  time. 
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Lord  LUCAS :    I  think  it  will  vary. 
In  the  case  of  the  biggest  county  of  all, 
London,  probably  the  members  of  the 
County  Associations  would  ask  for  two 
years  before  they  could  properly  organise 
their  recruiting  ;  but  in  the  case  of  other 
counties  they  will  be  much  quicker.    It  | 
is  impossible  to  manufacture  an  entirely 
new  Army  in  the  course  of  these  three 
months.    That    must    be    remembered ;  i 
but  I  absolutely  deny  that,  even  at  the 
present  moment,  we  have  lost  anything  , 
in  military  efficiency  or  in  power  for  the  i 
defence    of    this    country.      The    noble  i 
Earl  did  not  go  into  the  question  which,  j 
after  all,  is  at  the  root  of  all  these  matters  ■ 
— the  numbers  required  for  the  purpose  of  . 
home  defence.     The  question  of  numbers 
is  the  important  question  in  this  case,  and 
I  listened  to  hear  what  the  noble  Earl's 
views    were    on    that    question.    Some 
noble  Lords  may  hold  that  the  Militia 
ballot  is  fair  and  that  it  would  produce 
a  more  efficient  force  ;    but  I  do  not  see 
why,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government's 
military   advisors   the   task   which   the 
second-line  Army  woidd  be  asked  to  carry 
out  would  be  effectively  carried  out  under 
the  voluntary  system,  that  system  should 
be  condemned  lock,  stock,  and  barrel. 

I  would  like  to  know  what  are  the 
requirements  of  the  noble  Lords  who 
advocate  compulsory  service,  what  force 
they  think  necessary,  and  by  what  scheme 
they  would  put  compulsion  into  opera- 
tion. An  eminent  body,  consisting  for 
the  most  part  of  elderly  gentlemen  who, 
until  they  got  past  military  age,  main- 
tained a  discreet  silence,  are  rending  the 
skies  with  their  clamour  for  compulsory 
'  service  for  everybody  else.  There  are 
exceptions,  but  a  majority  of  them  have 
never  rendered  any  military  service  to 
speak  of  to  their  country.  They  have 
a  great  many  pious  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  compulsory  service  ;  but  I  do 
not  know  that  they  have  any  definite 
plan  of  carrying  them  out.  They  attaok 
us  for  the  unfairness  of  our  system  ;  they 
say  that  it  is  not  fair  to  put  this  burden 
upon  a  man  which  his  more  fortunate, 
because  less  patriotic,  brethren  donot  have 
to  bear.  If  they  consider  that  grossly  un- 
fair, it  means  that  they  must  train  every 
man  who  reaches  military  age,  or  else  the 
unfairness  is  even  greater  under  their 
system  than  under  ours. 


To  decimate  the  population  for  the 
purpose  of  military  service  would  be  to  do 
a  thing  which  is  grossly  unfair.  Does  the 
National  Service  League  seriously  propose 
to  take  every  man  who  reaches  the  age 
of  twenty  years  and  train  him  1  The 
number  of  such  men  would  be  between 
400,000  and  600,000  every  year.  What 
proposals  do  they  make  for  training  1 
When  we  were  discussing  the  question 
of  six  month's  training,  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshal  Earl  Roberts, 
who  is,  I  believe,  president  of  that 
league,  said  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  period  of  six  months  was 
totally  inadequate  for  a  force  of  that 
kind.  Does  the  National  Service  League 
propose  to  train  50,000  men  every  year 
and  give  more  than  six  months  training  ? 
How  does  it  propose  to  train  these  men  ? 
Where  is  it  going  to  find  the  country  on 
which  to  do  it  ?  The  whole  island  is 
hardly  big  enough  for  the  purpose.  What 
is  proposed  to  be  done  in  regard  to  bar- 
rack accommodation  ?  What  is  it  pro- 
posed to  do  with  the  force  obtained  by 
that  means — ^an  Army  that  will  be  num- 
bered in  millions  ?  Do  they  really  pro- 
pose to  train  this  large  number  of  men 
simply  on  the  abstract  principle  that 
everybody  ought  to  be  trained  ? 

And  if  they  say  they  do  not  want  to 
train  the  whole  manhood  of  the  nation 
and  give  them  the  kind  of  training  which 
the  president  of  the  National  Service 
League  thinks  essential  to  make  them  an 
efficient  military  force,  what  do  they 
propose  to  do  ?  I  suppose  they  would 
either  adopt  the  method  advocated  by 
the  noble  Earl — ^the  ballot ;  or  take 
a  very  high  standard  so  as  to  get  the 
pick  of  the  men  who  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  every  year.  Suppose  you  took 
one  man  in  eight.  Eus  seven  more 
fortunate,  because  more  weakly,  brethren 
would  get  off  ;  and  you  would  be  putting 
on  the  most  finely -developed  and  the 
cream  of  the  population  a  disability 
which  we  do  not  propose  in  our  wildest 
moments  to  impose  on  the  Territorial 
Force  ;  and  yet  we  are  told  by  members 
of  the  National  Service  League  that  our 
requirements  are  grossly  unfair.  If  you 
had  a  compulsory  short  service  Army 
in  this  country  you  would  still  want  a 
certain  number  of  men  for  service  abroad ; 
but  there  is  no  question  about  it  jthat  the 

igi  ize     y  g 


21 


Home 


{22  July  1908} 


Defenjce. 


22 


flow  of  men  into  the  long  service  Army 
would  be  considerably  curtailed  by  it. 
You  would  reduce  the  number  of  recruits 
from  35,000  to  perhaps  half  that  number ; 
what  will  that  mean  ?  It  will  mean  that 
this  short  service  Army  will  form  your 
Expeditionary  Force  when  the  time 
comes,  because  you  cannot  draw  largely 
on  your  foreign  garrisons  for  the  purposes 
of  a  war  abroad.  How  are  those  men  to 
be  trained  ?  Where  will  the  officer  who 
is  to  command  the  lorce  in  war  and  his 
staff  obtain  the  practice  necessary  ? 
Where  will  they  ever  get  the  chance  of  ; 
handling  a  division  in  the  field  ?  Possibly 
they  may  get  it  for  a  fortnight  in  the  year.  \ 
Are  yon  prepared  to  train  your  generals  j 
and  staff  in  this  way,  when,  in  the  opinion  | 
of  a  great  many  noble  Lords  in  this 
House,  that  is  not  sufficient  time  in  which 
to  train  a  private  or  a  Field  Artilleryman? 
K,  on  the  other  hand,  you  propose  to 
have  an  Army  on  the  model  of  the 
French  or  German  Army  with  two 
years  service,  that  is  another  matter. 
We  should  like  to  know  what  the  proposals 
of  the  National  Service  League  are. 

We  have  had  enough  of  this  vague 
talk  about  a  compulsory  system,  and  we 
would  like  to  know  definitely  what  the 
proposals  of  the  National  Service  League 
are  and  how  they  propose  to  work  them 
out.  Li  the  meantime,  and  until  it  is 
proved  that  the  system  which  the  War 
Office  are  putting  in  force  at  the  present 
time  is  inadequate  in  numbers  and  unable 
to  fulfil  the  functions  assigned  to  it,  that 
system  holds  the  field.  That  has  not  yet 
been  proved.  This  scheme  has  from  its 
inception  been  brought  officially  by  the 
Army  Council  before  the  Committee  of 
Imperial  Defence,  and  it  was  only  after 
that  Committee  had  sanctioned  the 
scheme  as  one  which,  in  their  opinion, 
satisfied  all  likely  requirements,  that  it 
was  proceeded  with. 

LoBD  NEWTON :  My  Lords,  it  was 
not  my  intention  to  have  said  a  word 
in  this  debate.  I  have  so  frequently 
expressed  my  opinions,  and  I  am  so  well 
aware  of  the  fact  that  my  opinions  are 
not  likely  to  carry  much  weight  here 
or  elsewhere,  that  I  should  have  con- 
ceived it  unnecessary  to  speak  at  all, 
except  for  this  reason,  that  I  am  afraid 
I  am  bound  to  include  myself  amongst 


that  band  of  elderly  (Jentlemen  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  my  withers  are  com- 
paratively unwrung.  I  quite  admit  that 
I  might  have  done  a  good  deal  more,  but 
I  did  serve  for  a  good  many  years  in  one 
branch  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces — ^I  am 
not  sure  that  I  did  not  serve  for  as 
many  years  as  the  noble  Lord's  age 
amounts  to ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
fully  admit  that,  in  a  military  sense,  I 
am  a  thoroughly  inefficient  person, 
and  I  attribute  it  to  the  voluntary 
system. 

I  regret  that  I  was  totally  unaware 
that  the  noble  Lord  was  going  to  take 
this  line  this  afternoon.  I  regret  all 
the  more  that  persons  who  are  more  com- 
petent to  speak  with  authority  than 
myself  are  not  present.  I  suppose  I 
ought  to  take  the  keen  curiosity  dis- 
played by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  as 
a  compliment  to  the  association  to 
which  1  belong,  but  I  cannot  help  re- 
marking that,  considering  the  airy, 
the  confident,  the  optimistic,  I  might 
almost  say  the  doctrinaire,  views  laid 
down  by  the  noble  Lord  from  time  to 
time,  he  shows  an  astonishing  ignorance 
with  regard  to  the  views  entertained 
by  a  certain  section  of  his  countrjrmen, 
among  whom  are  certainly  not  the 
least  distinguished  of  Englishmen.  I 
will  endeavour  to  explain,  as  shortly  as 
I  can,  what  the  views  of  these  people 
are  who  are  represented  by  the  National 
Service  League.  Briefly  speaking,  our 
view  is  this,  that  it  ought  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  young  man  to  be  trained 
for  the  purposes  of  national  defence. 

When  I  hear  the  noble  Lord  ask  what 
are  you  going  to  do  with  the  millions  of 
men  you  are  going  to  get  under  this 
system,  I  really  can  hardly  believe  my 
own  ears.  How  many  young  men  does 
the  noble  Lord  suppose  reach  the  military 
age  in  this  coimtry  every  year  ?  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  number  amounts  to  a 
little  more  than  300,000.  Yet  the  noble 
Lord  actually  comes  here  and  asks,  what 
are  you  going  to  do  with  your  half- 
million  of  men  every  year  who  become 
liable  for  military  service  ?  I  cannot 
resist  another  opportunity  of  exposing  the 
ignorance  of  the  noble  Lord.  Does  he 
really  suppose  that  every  yoimg  man  in 
every  civilised  country,  when  he  arrives 
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at  the  military  age,   is  taken  by  the  I 
GU)vemment  and  made  to  perform  mili-  j 
tary  service  ?  Even  I,  amatenr  as  I  am,  ; 
know    that    the    exemptions    in    every  j 
civilised  country  amount  to  something    ' 
like  50  per  cent.    If  there  are  300,000  i 
who  anive  at  the  military  age  in  this 
country    every    year,    not    more    than ! 
150,000  would,  therefore,  be  available  for 
military  service.    The  noble  Lord  asks 
what  we  are  to  do  with  them  when  we  get  1 
them.    We  should  propose  to  do  very  , 
much  the  same  with  them  as  the  noble 
Lord  hopes  to  do  with  regard  to  his 
Territorial   Force.    But  we  know  very 
well  that  he  will  not  succeed.    We  should 
succeed  because  we  should  have  it  in  our 
power  to  enforce  efficiency. 

The  essential  difference  between  the  : 
plan  recommended  by  the  National 
Service  League  and  the  plan  which  finds  I 
so  much  favour  with  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  is  that  our  preparation  for  war 
would  take  place  before  the  war  had 
started,  whereas  in  his  case  serious 
preparation  for  war  is  not  going  to  take 
plaee  until  war  has  broken  out — ^provided 
that  the  enemies  of  this  country  are  kind 
enough  to  allow  the  serious  preparation 
to  take  place  at  all.  That  is  the  essential 
difference  between  us,  and  I  hope  I  have, 
at  all  events,  made  that  point  clear  to  the 
noble  Lord.  With  regard  to  the  period 
of  training  which  we  advocate,  I  admit 
that  we  cannot  say  exactly  what  that 
period  should  be,  but  we  suggest  a  period 
of  from  three  to  six  months  preparatory 
training,  followed  by  short  courses  sucl^  as 
IB  the  system  in  Switzerland. 

There  is  only  one  other  point  with 
which  I  think  it  necessary  to  deal,  and 
that  is  the  statement  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  with  regard  to  the  Regular  Army. 
The  noble  Lord  appears  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  if  you  have  a  universal 
system  for  home  defence,  therefore  your 
Regular  Army  is  going  to  disappear 
altogether.  Why  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense  should  anything  of  the  sort 
take  place  at  all  ?  Can  anybody — I 
do  not  cere  who  he  is — give  me  any 
sort  of  reason  why  you  should  not  con- 
tinue to  obtain  exactly  the  same  number 
of  recruits  for  the  Regular  Army  sup- 
posing this  system  were  adopted,  as  you 
obtain  at  the  present  time  ?  There  is 
no   reason   why   you   should   not,    and 
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there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  career  of  a  professional  soldier  would 
be  just  as  attractive  imder  a  universal 
system  for  home  defence  as  it  is  at  the 
present  moment.  I  am  the  last  person 
in  the  world  to  set  myself  up  as  a  mili- 
tary authority.  Strange  though  it  may 
appear  to  the  noble  Lord,  I  am  a  person 
of  modest  disposition,  but  there  are 
certain  things  which  I  think  are  apparent 
to  the  meanest  intelligence,  and  to  me 
it  has  been  apparent  for  a  long  time 
that,  in  spite  of  the  assurances  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  voluntary  system  is  no 
longer  equal  to  our  requirements  ;  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  that  I,  at  all  events, 
am  more  strongly  in  favour  of  universal 
service  for  home  defence  than  I  am  of 
any  proposal  which  is  before  the  electors 
of  this  coimtry  at  the  present  moment. 

Lord  ZOUCHE  of  HARYXG- 
WORTH  :  My  Lords,  the  noble  Lord 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Wax 
dwelt  on  the  virtues  of  the  new  Terri- 
torial scheme,  and  urged  that  we  ought 
to  allow  time  to  elapse  in  order  to  see 
how  far  it  will  be  a  success.  But  he  did 
not  mention  in  his  speech  the  length  of 
time  for  which  the  men  have  under- 
taken to  serve  in  the  Territorial  Force. 
I  have  the  honour  to  belong  to  a  bat- 
talion in  the  south  of  England,  which 
up  to  31  st  March  last  numbered  some 
860  strong.  In  the  new  scheme  the 
battalion  was  reduced  to  about  630, 
which  is  a  fair  reduction  ;  but,  as  far 
as  I  know,  hardly  a  single  man  has 
i  signed  on  for  more  than  one  year.  I 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  a  case 
of  exeunt  omnes  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  it  seems  to  be  the  same  story  where- 
ever  one  turns.  In  very  few  oases  have 
I  the  men  joined  for  more  than  a  year. 
If  that  is  the  case,  what  is  to  happen  at 
the  end  of  the  year  ?  A  great  deal  of 
your  new  force  will  come  to  an  end  unless 
you  can  adopt  some  means  to  iaduce 
the  men  to  stay  on  for  a  longer  period. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary 
said  it  was  very  difficult  to  induce  men 
who  engage  for  a  short  period  of  military 
service  to  continue  their  service  for  a 
longer  term.  That  appears  to  me  to 
rather  add  to  the  difficulty  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  wish  to  indulge  in  carping  criti- 
cism on   this  most 

Digitized  by  ^ 


bvt§"c5^§ll"^^^*- 


25 


Home 


{22  July  1908} 


Defence, 


26 


If  you  could  produce  an  adequate  force 
oapable  of  meeting  its  requirements  at 
a  critical  moment  and  which  would  get 
over  the  dangers  that  beset  us,  no  one 
would  be  more  pleased  than  myself ; 
but  I  think  it  is  most  important  that 
the  full  truth  of  these  things  should  be 
stated,  especially  as  we  hear  that  a  still 
further  reduction  of  the  Regular  Force 
is  contempated  to  the  extent  of  several 
thousands  of  men.  These  are  extremely 
important  questions,  of  which  the 
Government  of  the  day  is  bound  to  give 
a  clear  and  explicit  explanation.  I 
fear  that  part  of  the  difficulty  is  that 
the  Socialists,  who  are  averse  to  all 
military  defence  of  the  Empire,  have 
had  too  much  influence  over  the  Govern- 
ment. Xo  doubt  that  is  a  difficulty 
whch  might  happen  not  only  in  the 
case  of  this  Government  but  of  others, 
but  I  would  emphasise  what  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  most  serious  point  in  this 
new  departure,  and  express  the  hope 
that  there  may  be  a  still  fuller  explana- 
tion of  the  very  great  difficulties  which 
confront  us. 

♦Viscount  MIDLETON:  My  Lords, 
after  the  somewhat  challenging  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary, 
I  do  not  think  anybody  can  be  surprised 
at  the  two  speeches  which  we  have  just 
heard ;  but,  although  I  always  feel  that 
we  are  the  richer  for  the  exhortations 
of  my  noble  friend  who  introduced  this 
question,  I  am  not  sure  that  a  weekly 
renewal  of  the  contentions  on  either  side 
in  the  present  state  of  our  forces  will  lead 
us  to  any  very  profitable  result.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary  has  a 
tendency,  if  I  may  venture  to  say  so, 
to  overstate  his  case  in  defending  him- 
self against  finality  in  the  present  posi- 
tion ;  and  I  do  not  think  he  can  be  sur- 
prised that  the  overstatement  of  his 
case  which  he  made  this  afternoon 
produced  the  sort  of  protests  which  came 
from  Lord  Newton  and  Lord  Zouche. 
I  do  not  propose  to  pursue  the  question. 

I  simply  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  consider 
this  point.  The  present  state  of  affairs 
causes  anxiety  to  all  those  who  desire 
to]  see  our  forces  kept  at  full  strength. 
We  know  that  not  merely  are  the  numbers 
of  our  Regtdar  Army  less,  but  the  same 
is  the  case  in  the  Special  Reserve 
and    the  Territorial  Army  ;    moreover 


the  recnits  coming  in  have  been 
less  and  |ess  during  the  past  year 
in  all  theue  forces.  We  admit  that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  judge  the  scheme  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  its  present 
results,  seeing  that  it  is  manifestly 
incomplete.  The  noble  Lord,  having 
that  fact  before  him,  has  told  the  House 
that,  although  we  have  only  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  men  we  had  formerly,  yet 
the  new  force  is  more  capable  than  the 
old  force,  and  can  be  used  more  effectively 
because  it  is  so  much  better  organised. 
The  noble  Lord  behind  me  spoke  of  his 
coimty.    Let  me  speak  of  mine. 

We  have  done  our  best  for  the  Terri- 
torial Army  in  the  county  of    Surrey. 
We  had  3,200  Volunteers  this  day  last 
year,  we  have  about  half  that  number 
at   this   moment.     There   are   no   more 
Artillery  ready  now  than  before  ;    there 
are  no  more  officers,  and  there  is  no  more 
organisation  or  equipment  ready ;     yet 
the  noble  Lord  says  that  we  now  possess 
a  more  effective  military  weapon  than 
we  had    twelve    months    ago.     I    only 
raise  that  point  to  protest  against  an 
I  over-statement  of  the  case  which  causes 
'  increased  anxiety  to  those  who  really 
desire  to  see  our  forces  effective,  because 
it  seems  to  show  that  the  emergency 
created  by  recent  changes  is  not  fully 
appreciated.     None  of  these  statements 
by  the  noble  Lord  would  induce  us    to 
I  believe  that  a  part  is  greater  than  the 
'  whole,  and  that  you  can  get  more  out 
i  of  a  pint  bottle  than  you  can  get  out  of 
'  a  quart.     That  is  my  strong  feeling. 

I  May  I  say  one  word  in  reply  to  what 
I  fell  from  the  noble  Earl  with  regard  to 
compulsory  service  ?  My  noble  friend 
has  always  assumed  that  the  unwisdom 
of  successive  Secretaries  of  State  has  led 
them  to  reject  a  scheme  for  compulsory 
service,  because  they  feared  the  effect 
on  their  own  Party,  and  he  stated  that 
again  to-night.  I  feel  this  subject  very 
deeply.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
question  of  compulsory  service  was  ever 
more  carefully  considered  in  this  country 
than  during  the  South  African  War,  and 
if  the  Government  of  that  day  or  any 
Secretary  of  State  who  has  desired  further 
to  strengthen  our  forces,  has  declined  to 
submit  that  subject  to  the  consideration 
of  Parliament  it  has  been,  not  because  of 
their  fear  of  the  '^^^ect  on  their^de^ppil 
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strength,  but  because  of  their  fear  of  its 
effect  on  the  national  strength.  I  do 
not  know  anything  in  military  matters 
which  could  do  more  harm  than  to  take 
such  a  step  and  have  to  recede  from  it ; 
and,  imless  any  Government  is  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  people  of  this  country 
are  prepared  to  support  them  and  that 
they  are  alive  to  the  necessity  of  com- 
pulsory military  training,  to  set  it  up  in 
order  to  see  it  foregone  after  the  next 
general  election  would  be,  in  my  opinion, 
a  very  great  national  danger.  You 
would  leave  the  country  weaker  than  it 
was  before  ;  and  I  have  only  to  remind 
your  Lordships  of  the  fact  that  all  the 
additions  made  to  the  Regular  Army 
imder  the  stress  of  the  war  have  been 
swept  away,  and  even  the  additions 
made  by  Lord  Lansdowne  before  the 
war  have  been  in  jeopardy  during  the 
last  few  weeks. 

Many  people  believe  that  the  total 
forces  of  the  country  have  been  reduced 
below  the  level  of  safety,  and  I  would 
ask  the  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary 
whether  he  will  be  good  enough  to  grant 
a  Return,  dated  1st  October,  which 
would  be  before  your  Lordships  in  the 
autumn  session,  showing  at  that  date 
the  state  of  the  Army,  the  Special  Re- 
serve, and  the  Territorial  Force.  As 
regards  the  Army,  we  should  then  see 
whether,  in  the  nine  months  which  had 
elapsed,  we  had  made  up  any  of  the 
shortage  which  was  apparent  in  the 
Return  laid  before  the  House  in  Feb- 
ruary ;  as  regards  the  Special  Reserve, 
the  Militia  would  all  have  been  out  for 
training  and  we  should  be  able  to  see 
what  portion  of  the  Militia  had  trans- 
ferred and  taken  service  in  the  Special 
Reserve,  and  also  what  recruits  had 
come  in  ;  and,  as  regards  the  Territorial 
Army,  although  the  noble  Lord  said  we 
could  not  for  two  years  see  the  whole 
effect  of  what  had  been  done,  still  we 
should  see  where  we  stood  as  the  result 
of  this  year's  operations,  and  should 
know  to  what  extent  we  have  to 
depend  on  the  recruiting  of  next  year  to 
fill  up  the  gaps.  My  feeling  is  that  so 
long  as  you  have  a  shortage  of  numbers 
and  until  you  have  had  that  increased 
training  and  organisation  which  have  been 
promised  by  the  Government,  you  must 
not  believe  that  by  a  mere  change  of 

Viscount  Afidleton. 


name  you  have  obtained,  under  the  new 
system,  something  which  is  different 
from  the  old. 

Lord  SAYE  and  SELE  :  My  Lords, 
I  had  not  intended  to  speak  upon  this 
subject,  but  I  rise  to  appeal  to  noble 
Lords  opposite  to  give  the  Territorial 
Army  a  close  time.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  there  is  more  harm  done  by 
these  numerous  discussions  regarding  the 
Territorial  Army  than  is  imagined.  If 
some  of  your  Lordships  would  go  back  to 
your  ooimties  and  look  after  recruiting, 
you  would  do  a  great  deal  more  good  than 
by  putting  questions  in  this  House. 
I  hold  no  brief  for  the  Territorial  Army, 
but  I  am  confident  that  it  has  come  to 
stay.  Mr.  Haldane  has  at  this  moment 
more  of  the  confidence  of  the  Army  and 
the  Territorial  Force  than  any  Secretary 
of  State  has  had  since  I  joined  in  1879. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about 
the  numbers  in  the  Volunteers.  Any- 
body who  has  been  in  camp  with  the  old 
Volunteers  knows  that  the  old  Volimteer 
Force  was  full  of  rubbish  and  wasters,  and 
a  great  deal  of  this  has  been  scrapped 
by  Mr.  Haldane  in  his  Territorial  scheme. 
I  would,  therefore,  appeal  to  noble  Lords 
on  the  Opposition  side  to  give  the  Terri- 
torial Army  a  close  time,  and  to  forget 
about  it  for  six  months  and  let  Mr.Haldane 
work  out  the  scheme  in  his  own  way. 

Viscount  HARDINGE  :  My  Lords, 
I  did  not  intend  to  take  part  in  this 
discussion,  nor  do  I  wish  to  prolong  it ; 
but  there  is  one  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  refer.  The  noble  Lord  the  Under- 
Secretary  quoted  the  noble  and  gallant 
Field-Marshal  Earl  Roberts  as  having 
said  that  the  men  could  not  be  trained  in 
six  months.  If  the  noble  Lord  will  refer 
to  the  Field-Marshal's  speech,  he  will 
find  that  his  reference  was  to  the  Terri- 
torial Artillery  and  not  to  the  Territorial 
Force. 

♦The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  ioe 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  : 
My  Lords,  like  most  other  noble  Lords 
who  have  spoken,  I  did  not  intend  to 
take  any  part  in  this  debate  ;  but  as  it 
has  reached  somewhat  larger  dimensions 
than  might  have  been  expected,  perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  one  or  two  words. 
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I  confess  that  I  find  myself  in  very  con- 
siderable agreement  with  the  noble  Lord 
behind    me    who    deprecated   this    dis- 
cussion.   My  noble  fneniLord  Wemyss 
said  he  hinoself  would  have  taken  this 
notice  off  the  Paper  but  for  some  unknown 
noble  friend  of  lus  who  urged  him  to  go  on. 
I  do  not  know  who  that  was,  but  I  cannot ' 
find  myself  in  agreement  with  the  noble  | 
Lord.    I  do  not  think  that  these  dis- 
cussions  are  of  very  great  value,  because  ! 
what  you   are  doing  is  this — you   are 
rooting  up  the  plant  which  was  planted  j 
last  year,  with  a  very  considerable  degree  ! 
of  agreement,  it  must  be  remembered^  I 
from  different  sides  of  your  Lordships'  | 
House,  in  order  to  see  how  it  is  getting  on.  I 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  character ' 
oi  some  of  the  complaints  that  have  been 
made.  Lord  Zouche  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  men  had 
only  engaged  for  one  year — ^I  believe 
the  figure  is  between  40  and  50  per  cent. — 
and  he  went  on  to  assume  from  that  that 
all  these  men  would  not  re-engage. 
That  seems  to  me  a  most  gratuitous 
assumption.  It  seems  to  me  exceedingly 
likely  that  these  men  engaged  for  one  year 
in  order  to  see  what  the  new  force  was 
like ;  and  to  assume  that  they  will  all  so 
much  dislike  it  that  they  will  desire  to 
return  at  once  to  civil  life  seems  to  me, 
as  I  say,  a  most  gratuitous  assumption. 

Lord  ZOUCHE  orHARYNGWORTH : 
I  did  not  mean  to  express  to  the  House  the 
complete  assumption  on  my  part  that 
they  would  not  remain  on  after  the  year ; 
bat  I  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact, 
which  had  not  been  previously  alluded 
to,  that  they  had  only  sighed  on  for  a 
year.    I  hope  they  will  sign  on  again. 

♦The  Earl  OF  CREWE:  I  am  glad  to 
have  the  noble  Lord's  explanation.  Then 
the  noble  Lord  said  we  were  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Socialists,  which  was  a 
bad  thing  for  increasing  the  Army.  The 
noble  Lord  surely  forgets  that  a  very  large 
number  of  Socialists  are  in  favour  of 
universal  service;  they  are  in  favour 
of  what  is  known  as  a  Citizen  Army,  with 
no  professional  soldiers  at  all.  I  do  not 
know  whether  that  would  meet  the  views 
of  noble  Lords  opposite,  but  it  is  a  view 
largely  held  by  Socialists. 


It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  little  imfair 
to  forget  the  very  frequent  complaints 
which  we  used  to  have  of  the  Auxiliary 
Forces  before  the  Territorial  Army  was 
formed.  We  might  almost  imagine, 
from  some  of  the  criticisms  that  are 
levelled  against  it  to-day,  that  we  never 
had  in  former  times  debates  in  this 
House  about  the  Auxiliary  Forces.  I 
very  well  remember  a  debate — I  think 
it  was  when  the  late  Grovernment  waa 
in  power — when  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
used  about  the  Volunteers,  or  about  a 
great  many  of  them,  a  word  used  by 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Saye  and  Sele  a 
moment  ago,  when  he  described  them 
as  "  rubbish  "  ;  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair,  when  one  is  criticising  this  new 
force,  to  remember  that  the  former 
forces  were  the  subject  of  some  pretty 
sharp  criticism. 

The  noble  Lord  opposite.  Lord  Newton, 
was  somewhat  severe  upon  my  noble 
friend  behind  me  (Lord  Lucas).  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  reminds  me  of  a 
very  early  friend  of  my  youth — I  forget 
whether  it  was  Balbus  or  the  less  sym- 
pathetic figure  of  Cains — who  was  per- 
petually asserting  that  it  was  all  over 
with  the  Army.  I  am  certain  that  the 
noble  Lord  is  descended  from  one  of 
those  ancient  Romans.  I  was  very  glad 
that  my  noble  friend  behind  me  went 
into  this  question  of  compulsory  military 
service,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called 
compulsory  military  training,  because 
I  agree  with  him  that  we  have  not  had 
from  anybody,  even  from  the  most 
distinguished  advocates  of  that  project 
anything  like  a  coherent  scheme  in 
connection  with  it.  I  do  not,  of  course, 
allude  to  my  noble  friend  Lord  Wemyss, 
because  we  know  that  what  he  desires 
is  the  Militia  ballot,  which  is  a  totally 
different  thing.  What  I  have  always 
wanted  to  discover,  but  never  have 
been  able  to  discover,  is,  supposing  an 
invading  force  reaches  these  shores, 
and  we  have  a  scheme  of  compulsory 
military  training,  who  will  be  the  people 
who  will  actually  be  put  into  the  field 
to  meet  it  ?  Is  it  to  be  the  conscripts 
of  the  year,  or  are  you  going,  in  addition, 
to  have  a  Territorial  Army  ?  From 
what  the  noble  Lord  said  just  now,  I 
gather  that  it  is  to  be  the  conscripts  of 
the  year  who  *«  ^to„^  f^f n^J^^^o 
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Army.  Then  you  are  going  to  have  in 
addition  a  Territorial  Army,  with  a  far 
longer  service. 

Lord  NEWTON :  There  would  be  a 
Beserve  as  in  the  case  of  any  other 
Army,  and  in  the  event  of  invasion  the 
Reserves  of  the  Territorial  Army  would 
be  called  out. 

*The  Earl  OF  CREWE:  Yes;  but  has 
any  scheme  of  organisation  for  a  force 
of  that  kind  ever  been  thought  out  or  put 
into  anything  like  a  concrete  form  ? 
I  am  totally  imable  to  understand  how, 
considering  what  llie  daily  life  of  the 
citizens  of  this  island  is,  anything  of 
the  kind  is  to  be  done.  Conscription 
I  understand,  and  in  that  case,  of  course, 
it  is  your  conscripts  who  form  your 
First  Line,  filled  up  from  Reserves  ;  but 
how  your  six  months  trained  young  men 
are  to  form  your  First  Line,  stiffened  only 
by  others  from  the  Reserves  who  have 
been  doing  a  week  or  two's  training 
from  time  to  time,  is  a  matter  which 
passes  my  comprehension. 

The  noble  Lord  also  said  that  he  could 
not  see  why  the  institution  of  compulsory 
service  for  home  defence  should  have 
any  effect  upon  the  Regular  Army  who 
have  to  serve  abroad.  One  can  only 
go  to  a  great  extent  on  the  experience 
of  foreign  nations.  There  is  no  country 
in  Europe,  so  far  as  I  know,  where  it  has 
not  been  found  that  it  is  an  exceedingly 
difficult  thing  to  get  men  who  have  been 
conscripts  at  home  to  volunteer  for 
foreign  service ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
must  know  that  there  is  a  very  large 
body  of  military  opinion  in  this  country 
which  has  the  greatest  dread  of  the 
effect  upon  the  great  force  which  we  have 
to  maintain  in  Lidia  and  abroad  on 
foreign  service  generally  of  anything  like 
a  S3rstem  of  compulsory  home  service. 
The  only  other  point  that  I  think  I  have 
to  mention  is  that  of  the  Return  for 
which  the  noble  Viscount  asked.  I 
understand  from  my  noble  friend  behind 
me  that  there  will  be  no  objection,  and 
that  he  will  see  that  the  Return  is  given. 

*LoRD  BELHAVEN  and  STENTON  : 
My  Lords,  I  only  rise  to  answer  one 
question  put  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  House.    He  asked  whether, 

The  Earl  of  Crewe, 


with  a  system  of  compulsory  service,  it 
was  intended  in  case  of  an  invasion  to 
defend  the  country  with  the  conscripts 
of  the  year.  The  proposal  is  to  adopt 
the  Swiss  principle,  and  at  all  events 
the  First  Line  would  consist  of  those  of 
the  last  four  years. 

Lord  HAVERSHAM:  My  Lords, 
our  record  in  Berkshire  is  a  very  different 
one  from  that  mentioned  by  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite.  In  that  county  the 
whole  of  the  officers  in  the  Yeomanry 
and  Infantry  Volunteers  have  joined 
the  new  Territorial  Force.  Of  the  Berk- 
shire Yeomanry,  365  have  joined  out  of 
450  on  the  establishment,  and  of  the 
Infantry  Volunteers  715  out  of  998  on 
the  establishment.  We  have  to  find 
a  new  force  of  Horse  Artillery.  We 
have  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  an  officer  who  has  served  both  in 
Horse  and  Field  Artillery,  and  we  have 
three  subaltern  officers  under  him.  Of 
the  men,  we  have  already  recruited 
30  per  cent.,  and  soon  hope  to  have 
50  per  cent,  of  the  battery  recruited. 
Mr.  Sutton,  the  great  seed  merchant, 
and  Mr.  Palmer,  the  well-known  biscuit 
manufacturer,  are  on  our  Association 
and  are  lending  every  assistance,  with 
other  large  employers,  in  recruiting. 
Mr.  Haldane  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons  the  other  day  that  for  the  first 
time  since  the  introduction  of  the  Card- 
well  reforms  an  equal  number — seventy- 
four— of  Infantry  battalions  will  be  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  an  equal  number 
of  Cavalry  regiments.  The  Army  Be- 
serve is  now  at  its  highest  figure,  and 
25,000  men  have  joined  the  Special 
Beserve.  What  the  cause  of  alarm 
can  be,  therefore,  I  cannot  conceive. 


THE  SCOTTISH  CROFTERS. 
The  Earl  op  CAMPEBDOWN  rose 
to  call  attention  to  the  recent  Beport 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  of 
Scotland  in  regard  to  the  large  and  in- 
creasing arrears  in  the  payment  of  instal- 
ments due  by  settlers  who  had  purchased 
holdings  from  the  Board ;  also,  to  move 
for  a  Betum  of  the  correspondence  or 
other  basis  upon  which  the  Board  had 
founded  a  comparison  (see  page  ix.  of 
the  Beport)  between  the  jpositipn  as  to 
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paTment  of  rent  and  annuities  due  upon 
loans,  of  annuitants  who  had  purchased 
from  the  Board,  and  of  crofters  who  held 
from  the  proprietor  and  who  had  been 
aided  by  the  Board  to  acquire  their 
present  holdings.' 

The  noble  Earl  said :     My  Lords,  it 
will  be  in  your  Lordships'  recolleotion 
that  in  the  year  1907,  and  also  in  the 
preset  session  of  Parliament,  the  Secre- 
tary for  Seotland  introduced  measures 
by  which  he  sought  to  **  orofterise  "  the 
whole  of  Scotland,  by  which  I  mean  to 
extend  throughout  the  whole  of  Scotland 
the  peculiar    laws    and    customs    with 
regard  to  the  tenure  of  land,  which  pre- 
v^  in  the  crofting  districts,  although 
the  cirtHmistances  are  entirely  different. 
The  one  fact  which  Was  brought  forward 
in  support  of  those  Bills  Was  the  extra- 
ordinary success  of  the  Crofting  Acts 
in  Scotland.    One  is  very  glad,  indeed, 
to  get  hold  of  some  facts  which  one  can 
txamine  and  test,  and  in  this  Report  of 
the    Congested    Districts    Board    some 
facts  are  adduced  which,  1  think,  are 
well  worthy  of  your  Lordships'  attention. 
The  Congested  Districts  Board,  as  your 
Lordships   know,   is  a  Board  which  is 
entrusted  with  certain  funds  by  Parlia 
ment  with  which  land  can  be  purchased 
and  resold  to  settlers,  and  out  of  which 
grants  can  also  be  made  to  persons  who 
are  intending  to  take  up  crofts.     The 
Se<Jretary  for  Scotland  is  Chairman  of 
this  Board,  and,  therefore,  what  is  stated 
in  this  Report  comes  with  some  special 
authority. 

Let  us  esamine  by  the  light  of  this 
Report  how  far  this  transcendent  success 
has  been  attained  in  Scotland.  First 
of  all  let  us  take  the  question  of  land 
which  has  been  purchased  and  re-sold 
to  settlers.  This  is  what  the  Report 
^vs— 

"In  a  scheme  of  State-aided  purchase  of 
hoklliiffs  it  is  manifestly  of  the' highest  import- 
•aoe^at  settlers  should  make  puuotoal  pay- 
ment  of  the  soma  dae  from  them.  We  regret 
to  laj  that  in  the  case  of  seyeral  estates  the 
iettlers,  with  some  exceptions,  are  considerably 
in  snear,  and  ure  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
intimate  that  unless  there  is  an  immediate 
improvement  in  this  respect  steps  will  have  to 
be  taken  to  enforce  payment'  or  to  foreclose.'' 

Exactly  the  same  remark  was  made  in 
the  Report  which  preceded  this.  Appar- 
ently no  practical  result  has  followed. 
The  arrears  are  steadily  accumulating, 

VOL  CXCni     [Fqobth  Skribs.] 


and  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Board 
will  ccMxsider  it  sufficient  to  have  delivered 
themselves  of  this  wise  dictum  and  take 
no  practical  steps  to  enforce  this  payment. 
Then  they  go  on  to  say — 

"  The  result  of  our  action  since  last  year  has 
not  been  satisfactory..  The  net  result  is  thai 
the  payments  in  arrets  have  not  decreased 
during  the  year  in  several  estates  purchased  by 
the  Board." 

They  then  instance  the  estate  of  'Syre, 
which  was  bought  in  the  year  1902,  and 
on  which  arrears  immediately  began. 
Those  arrears  on  1st  March,  1907,  reached 
the  sum  of  £346,  and  on  Ist  March,  1908, 
£437.  Therefore,  there  is  a  steady 
increase  in  the  arrears.  Exactly  the 
same  thing  is  to  be  found  in  the  case  of 
Barra.  Here  is  another  estate  to  which 
they  allude.     They  say^ 

**  In  Kilmuir  we  purchased  from  the  Baird 
Trustees  arrears  amounting  to  £4,463  lOs.  7d. 
In  circumstances  explained  in  our  Bighth 
Report,  we  cancelled  £3^437  16e.  4d.  of  this, 
and  agreed  that  the  baJaaoe  of  £1,026  3a.  3d. 
should  be  paid  in  instalments.  At  1st  March, 
1907,  the  amounts  of  rents  unpaid,  including 
the .  first  instalment  of  Baird  arrears,  waa 
£2,215  5s.  6d.  At  1st  March,  1908,  the  amounts 
unpaid,  inoludii^;  the  second  instalment  of  Baird 
arrears,  were  £2,656  4s.  5d." 

So,  therefore,  on  this  estate  likewise 
the  arrears  are  constantly  mounting 
up ;  and  if  I  were  inclined  to  detain 
your  Lordships  I  might  point  out  that 
on  odier  estates  the  same  thing  is  going 
on.  I  want  to  know,  that  being  so, 
where  is  this  extraordinary  success  of 
the  crofting  system  on  which  the'  Secre* 
tary  tat  Scotland  founds  his  Bill  ?  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  experience  is  most 
unfortunate.  These  tenante  are  not 
paying  their  instalments,  and  I  l^v^ 
it  to  your  Loidshipft  to  judge,  so  far  as 
purchase  and  Tcselling  land  to  the  tenants 
is  concerned,  how  isLi  this  crofting  system 
is  a  success.  '  '   '^ 

Leaving  that  subject,  I  turn  to  another. 
It  ii3  a'  favourite  doctrine — I  would 
almost  call  it  a  fad — of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  that  rents  are  bettet  paid 
to  private  individuals  than  they  are  to 
the  State.  That  is  entirely  the  plan  on 
which  his  two  Bills  were  founded.  He 
said  that  the  State  should  not  purchase, 
butthat  what  ought  to  be  done  was  that 
private  proprietors  ought  to  get  rid  of 
their  large  tenants,  cut  up  their  fiurms, 
'run  the  risk  of  getting  their  rent,  and 
that  his^Boa^rd  of  Commissioners  should 
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regulate  tbe  rent  and  so  on ;  in  other 
\/ords,  that  the  nation  was  to  have  the 
whole  regulation  and  the  pioprietoib 
were  to  run  all  the  risk.  It  is  apparently 
because  of  this  theory  that  he  has  in- 
troduced into  this  Report  the  com- 
parison between  the  crofters  who  hold 
from  the  proprietor  and  who  have  been 
.  idrd  by  the  Board,  and  those  who  have 
Dought  from  the  St^te.  He  proceeds 
<.o  uphold  that  theory,  or  rather  to 
institute  that  comparison,  by  a  state- 
ment which  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
understand.  On  page  9  of  the  Report 
he  takes  nine  cases  involving  a  rental 
of  about  £900  a  year,  which  have  been 
iumished  to  him  by  persons  whom  he 
calls  the  landowners  concerned,  and  of 
whom  we  know  nothing  further ;  and 
he  argues  from  that  that  payments  are 
made  more  regularly  to  private  pro- 
prietors than  they  are  to  the  State. 
In  the  first  place,  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
state,  with  regard  to  this  comparison, 
that  it  is  incomplete.  In  the  second 
place  it  is  defective  and  misleading. 

It  is  incomplete,  for  this  reason,  that 
if  your  Lordships  will  look  on  page  5 
you  will  find  that  he  says  there  are  666 
settlers  who  come  under  this  category. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  add  up  the 
number  of  settlers  from  the  appendix — 
it  is,  I  can  assure  your  Lordships,  a 
most  difficult  Report,  more  difficult  to 
understand  than  any  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bills — I  have  added  up  the  num- 
ber of  those  settlers  upon  whom  he  bases 
his  conclusion,  and  I  find  that  the  whole 
of  them  put  together  come  to  155. 
What  means,  I  want  to  know,  has  he 
taken  to  arrive  at  this  conclusion  ? 
Has  he  sent  a  circular  to  every  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  this  land  and  asked  them 
to  tell  him  how  the  matter  stands  in 
each  case,  or  has  he  written  a  letter  to 
certain  selected  proprietors  and  asked 
them  questions  with  regard  to  indivi- 
dual holdings  ?  As  far  as  one  can  see, 
it  would  appear  that  the  latter  was  the 
case.  The  Report  is,  therefore,  incom- 
plete, for  of  the  666  settlers  only  155  are 
dealt  with. 

'  Then  I  come  to  the  case  of  its  being 
defective.  The  Report  states  that  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  been  informed 
of  the  position  in  respect  of  rent  and 
annuities  due  upon  loans,  with  the  following 
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result.  The  figures  that  follow  are 
entirely  limited  to  rent ;  there  is  nothing 
said  about  annuities  which  are  due  ; 
and  on  consulting  the  Appendix  I  find 
that  in  the  three  cases  given — the  case  of 
Bay,  the  case  of  Aignish  in  the  Lewis, 
and  of  Battery  Park — ^there  are  arrears 
of  annuities  not  mentioned  on  page  9 
of  this  Report.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
amounts  of  those  arrears  are  large  in 
themselves,  but  in  proportion  to  the 
amounts  due  they  are  not  inconsiderable  ; 
and  under  any  circumstances  care  ought 
to  have  been  taken  to  make  the  figures 
correspond  with  the  statement. 

I  say  next  that  it  is  misleading,  and  I 
will  tell  your  Lordships  why.  The 
Board  have  omitted  from  their  Report 
the  most  important  item,  and  without 
which  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  real 
estimate  as  to  the  amount  due  by  the 
settlers — ^the  periodat  which  these  settlers' 
tenure  commenced.  Everythirg  depends 
upon  that.  Take  the  case  of  Aignish  in 
the  Lewis,  one  of  the  cases  cited,  which 
shows  a  state  of  things  so  much  better 
than  that  where  purchase  is  concerned. 
On  Aignish  the  annual  rent  is  £96.  The 
amount  due  on  1st  March,  1907,  was  £80, 
and  on  1st  March,  1908,  £70.  But  the 
tenure  only  commenced  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1906,  and,  therefore,  out  of  two 
years  rent  there  is  actually  one  year  in 
arrear.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  thinks  that  a 
state  of  things  of  which  one  ought  to  be 
proud,  and  which  compares  favourably 
with  the  cases  of  purchase  ;  but  I  should 
say,  and  I  think  most  of  your  Lordships 
would  say,  that  when  a  tenant  has  been 
two  years  in  his  holding  and  is  one  year 
in  arrear,  it  is  not  an  extraordinary  case 
of  punctual  payment.  Are  these  cases 
really  a  fair  sample  ?  That  is  the  impor- 
tant thing. 

If  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  really 
wished  to  institute  a  fair  comparison 
between  the  system  of  purchase  and  the 
system  of  pa3ang  rent  direct  to  the  land- 
lord, what  he  ought  to  have  done  would 
have  been  to  take  the  whole  of  these 
estates,  to  have  written  to  all  the  pro- 
prietors, and  to  have  asked  them  to  send 
in  to  him  a  statement  showing  how  the 
payment  of  their  rent  stood.  Let  me 
take  the  two  cases  of  Aignish  and  Battery 
Park.    Can  those   two  cases  be   fairly 
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said  to  represent  Major  Matheson's  estate 
in  the  Lewis  ?  They  are  a  mere  drop  in 
the  backet,  and  even  in  those  cases  there 
is  not  much  to  boast  of.  But  when  you 
come  to  the  Lewis,  what  is  the  state  of 
things  there  ?  The  Lewis  is  a  part  of  the 
country  in  which  the  orofter  system, 
which  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  is  so 
anxious  to  spread,  and  the  cottar  system 
have  been  allowed  to  run  free  for  100 
years.  The  Lewis  shows,  more  than  any 
other  part  of  Scotland,  what  is  the 
lesolt  of  the  crofter  system  when  coupled 
with  the  cottar  system. 

Wh^t  is  the  result  ?  At  this  moment 
the  Lewis,  which  in  1880  had  a  popula- 
tion of  9,000,  has  now  a  population  of 
28,000.  The  average  crofter  rental  at 
the  present  time  is  £1  18s.  6d.,  and  the 
average  arrears  for  each  crofter  is  £7 — 
between  three  and  four  years.  The 
rates  in  the  Lewis  run  from  158.  to  18s. 
in  the  £,  and  those  rates  fall,  the  very 
great  proportion  of  them,  at  least,  on 
the  proprietors.  What  is  the  case  with 
reference  to  Major  Matheson  ?  The 
rates  he  was  called  upon  to  pay  in  1898 
amounted  to  £4,000,  and  in  the  year 
1908  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  £7,000. 
Of  course,  he  has  found  it  absolutely 
impossible  to  pay  such  a  sum.  This  is 
the  result  of  the  crofter  system  run  mad. 
Li  the  case  of  the  Lewis,  I  do  not  under- 
stand how  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
camo  to  put  in  merely  these  two  cases  of 
Aignish  and  Battery  Park.  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  knows  perfectly  well 
that  petitions,  I  might  almost  say  with- 
out end,  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Grovemment,  pointing  out  the  present 
condition  of  the  Lewis,  which  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  cottar  system,  and  calling 
for  some  remedy.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a 
warning  and  an  example  to  the  (Govern- 
ment and  to  all  those  who  are  in  favour 
of  extending  the  crofter  systenu 

But  I  leave  the  Lewis  and  take  other 
large  estates.  Take  liady  Cathcart's 
estate.  I  know  that  on  that  estate 
arrears  are  nearer  three  years  than  two, 
and,  if  you  take  Lord  Macdonald's  estate 
or  the  McLeod's,  I  will  answer  for  it 
that  an  examination  of  their  estate  books 
would  show  that  the  arrears  are  at  least 
as  large  in,  proportion  as  any  of  those 
which  are  due  t»  the  Government  on 
account  of  land  which  has  been  re-sold 


to  the  settlors.  What  reasoA  is  there 
to  suppose  that  rents  are  likely  to  be 
better  paid  to  a  private  individual  than 
to  the  State*?  Is  not  the  probability 
all  the  other  way  ?  Have  your  Lord- 
ships ever  heard  of  a  person  who  declined 
to  make  good  to  the  State  an  obligation 
which,  when  it  was  due  to  a  private 
proprietor,  he  was  perfectly  prepared 
to  meet  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  to  up- 
hold this  theory  is  to  go  contrary  to  all 
probability,  and,  moreover,  •  it  is  not 
borne  out  by  the  facts.  If  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  wishes  to  prove  to  us  that 
this  crofter  system  is  a  success  and  is 
a  system  which  ought  to  be  extended 
over  the  whole  of  Scotland,  he  must 
produce  something  very  different  from 
the  figures  and  the  assertions  in  this 
Report.  I  believe  that  if  he  persists 
in  endeavouring  to  extend  the  crofter 
and  the  cottar  system  over  the  whole  of 
Scotland  he  will  be  doing  Scotland  a  very 
great  injury ;  while  with  regard  to  the 
western  Highlands  I  most  sincerely 
believe  he  will  be  doing  his  very  best 
to  reduce  that  part  of  Scotland  to  the 
condition  that  prevailed  in  Ireland  in 
the  days  of  the  famine:  v  ^ 

Moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  House  a  Return  of  the  correspondence 
or  other  basis  upon  which  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  of  Scotland  hap  founded 
a  comparison  (see  page  IX.  of  the  Report) 
between  the  position  as  to  payment  of 
rent  and  annuities  due  upon  loans,  of 
annuitants  who  have  purchased  from 
the  Board,  and  of  crofters  who  hold  from 
the  proprietor  and  who  have  been  aided 
by  the  Board  to  acquire  their  present 
holdings." — (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  with 
your  Lordships'  leave  I  will  say  a  few 
words  first  of  all  on  the  question  of 
arrears  in  general.  These  arrears  are 
not,  as  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat 
down  stated,  of  recent  growth.  They 
have  been  growing  contii^uously  and 
with  perfect  regularity  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  not  only  under  the 
present  Government  but  also  under  the 
late  Government.  This,  of  course,  I  do 
not  mention  as  in  any  manner  of  means 
a  mitigation  of  the  gravity  of  the  situa- 
tion. His  Majesty's  Government  fully 
realise    the  seriousness   of    the    present 
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condition  of  affairs  with  regard  to  these 
arrears  of  rent,  ai^d  they  are  quite  alive 
to  the  fact  that  the  arrears  should  be  paid. 
After  all,  these  settlements  were  instituted 
in  response  to  a  demand  which  it  was  felt 
could  not  be  disr^arded;  and  it  is 
absolutely  essential  that  tiiose  who  have 
benefited  by  this  settlement  should  have 
due  regard  to  the  obligations  which  they 
have  thereby  incurred.  There  may  be, 
and  there  no  doubt  are,  certain  hard 
cases,  as  for  example,  the  case  of  a  woman 
whose  husband  has  died;  and  these, 
naturally,  will  receive  fair  consideration. 
This  question  of  arrears  of  rent  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
most  serious,  and  he  is  giving  it  his  close 
attention  at  the  present  time  with  a  view 
to  determining  what  steps  he  should  take. 

I  now  come  to  the  question  of  the  com- 
parison which  the  noble  Earl  has  raised 
on  page  9  of  the  Report  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.  This,  of  course,  does 
not  purport,  nor  does  it  say  that  it  pur- 
ports, to  be  a  full  comparison.  In  the 
first  place,  it  simply  says  :  "  in  ord-jr  to 
institute  some  comparison."  The  reason 
why  these  particular  estates  were  selected 
was  this.  The  Bloard  decided  to  write  to 
the  proprietors  of  those  estates  with 
whom  they  had  come  in  contact,  owing 
to  loans  having  been  made  to  them,  to 
ask  them  to  furnish,  if  they  were  willing 
to  do  so,  particulars  of  the  rents  for 
publication  in  abstract  form.  All  the 
proprietors  were  perfectly  willing  that 
the  Board  should  receive  the  information 
confidentially,  but  they  did  not  desire 
that  the  rents  which  they  received  should 
be  made  public  property. 

Others,  and  these  are  the  ones  which 
we  have  on  page  9,  were  willing  to  furnish 
this  information,  but  on  the  distinct 
understanding,  as  stated  here,  that  they 
were  to  be  published  in  the  abstract  form. 
After  all  it  would  be  a  very  difficult 
matter  for  the  Board  to  apply  to  every 
proprietor,  and  proprietors  to  whose 
tenants  no  advances  had  been  made,  and 
to  ask  them  for  information  as  to  the 
.  mount  of  rent  which  they  received. 
As  regards  the  omission  of  the  amounts 
due  as  interest  and  principal  for  building 
loans,  etc.,  it  is  true  these  were  omitted. 
It  was  for  this  reason,  that  they  were 
considered,  taking  them  all  round,  to  be 
of  so  small  an  amount  that  they  were 
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hardly  worth  taking  into  account.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  Northton  there 
were  arrears  amounting  to  12s.  6d.;  in 
the  case  of  Bourblock  and  Tarbert  they 
amounted  to  £4  188.  Od. ;  in  the  case  of 
Stornaway  to  £44  4s.  Qd. ;  and  in  the  case 
of  Bay  to  about  £21.  In  the  aggregate 
they,  were  not  very  important  sums  in 
the  opinion  of  liie  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  therefore  they  were  omitted, 

Th5  Earl  op  CAMPBRDOWN: 
What  I  pointed  out  was  that  the  annuities 
due  upon  loans  were  omitted. 

LordHERSCHELL:  That  is  perfectly 
true. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN: 
Very  well.  Then  it  is  an  incorrect  state* 
ment.  The  statement  purports  to  put 
the  position  in  respect  to  loans  and  to 
annuities  due  upon  loans.  : 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  I  confess  it 
should  not  have  been  in  those  words. 
The  reason  why  the  Returns  referred  to 
were  left  out  is  that  they  do  not  mater- 
ially affect  the  case  owing  to  the  small- 
ness  of  the  amount.  As  regards  the  noble 
Earl's  Motion  for  the  correspondence 
to  be  produced,  of  course  he  will  see  that 
these  details  in  the  Report  have  been  given 
merely  on  the  understanding  that  was 
given  and  accepted  that  they  were  to  be 
published  in  their  abstract  form,  and  I 
can  assure  him  that  there  is  nothing  in 
those  letters  except  what  appears  here  put 
into  abstract  form.  I  therefore  venture 
to  hope  that  the  noble  Earl  will  not 
press  his  Motion  for  the  correspondence 
in  question  to  be  produced,  seeing  that, 
after  all,  we  only  have  it  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  proprietors  of  these  par* 
ticular  states.  ,  ^      / 

Lord  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH :  I 
sympathise  very  much  with  the  noble 
Earl  who  brought  forward  this  question, 
as  to  the  tenor  of  the  paragraphs  in  this 
report.  I  must  say  I  think  they  are 
uiiortunate.  There  is  an  attempt  run- 
ning all  through  them  to  bolster  up  the 
idea  that  purchase  is  a  bad  thing  and 
that  leasing  is  therefore  a  better  one. 
The  whole  facts  given  here  are  comparti- 
tively  speaking  small,  and  they  will  not 
bear   the   inferences  which   are  sou  ^"^ 
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to  be  drawn  from  them.-  That  is  the 
first  point  I  would  make.  Even  if  it  were* 
tnie  tiiat  purchase  instahoents  had  been 
less  well  paid  than  the  annual  instaknents , 
there  ia  another  point  which  I  think 
vitiates  the  comparison  which  is  under- 
stood to  be  drawn.  The  case  of  those, 
estates  mentioned  in  page  9  of  the  Report, 
which  are  the  cases  of  small  holders,  are 
cases,  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying,  in  which 
the  landowner  has  selected  the  tenant, 
has  taken  the  whole  responsibility  on  him- 1 
self  for  the  repayment  of  the  (Government 
loan,  and  is  acting  with  the  tenants  Even 
if  the  comparison  in  these  cases  was; 
favourable  to  that  system  it  would  not, 
in  any  way  support  lie  contention  which! 
seems  to  be  drawn  in  the  body  of  the  Re- ! 
port  that  compulsory  hiring  would  be  a: 
more  satisfactory  thing  than  purchase., 
There  could  really  be  no  inference  of  thati 
kind  drawn,  because  I  believe  in  every 
case  ^e  landlord  had  selected  the 
best  tenant  he  could  find  and  had 
taken  the  whole  obligation  upon  himself. 
That  is  a  wholly  different  thing  from  cases 
in  which  the  tenants  have  been  dumped 
down,  as  it  were,  upon  the  landlord  and 
not  chosen  by  him. 

I  should  like  to  say  in  justice  to  those 
two  settlements,  Barra  and  Syre,  for 
which,  to  a  large  extent,  I  am  responsible, 
^that  it  is  easy  to  make  too  much  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of^ 
arrears  outstanding.  The  real  compari-r 
son  is  to  compare  the  amount-  of 
arrears  outstanding  with  what  has  been 
paid  and  the  total  sum  which  ought  to 
have  been  received.  These  facts  are  given 
upon  page  9  of  Appendix  XI.  of  the 
import.  In  the  case  of  Syre  the  amount 
payable  up  to  Martinmas,  after  every 
settler  had  fulfilled  every  obligation  he 
had  made^  was  £2,628  13s.  lOd.,  and  of 
that  amount  practically  £2,100  has  be^ 
•received.  When  you  consider  that  there 
are  a  considerable  number  of  settlers, 
that  some  of  them  have  been  personally 
unfortunate,  that  in  some  cases  the  men 
who  made  the  bargains  have  died,  and 
t^ir  widows  left  to  struggle  with  the 
new  holdings,  I  think  upon  the  whole, 
although  not  a  thing  to  be  proud  of,  it 
is  not  so  bad  a  Return  as  might  very 
easily  have  happened  in  what  is 
a  new  experiment  with  men  who  have 
great  difficulties  to  contend  with.  Take 
tiie  case  of  Barra.     In  that  case  the  total 
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amount  payable  up  to  the  date  of  the 
Report  for  principal  and  interest  would 
have  been  £1,107  Ss.  The  amount 
actually  paid  was  £711  13s.  9d.,  so  that 
there  are  arrears  of  nearly  £400  on  a 
total  payment  of  £1,100.  That  is  not 
satisfactory.  But  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  difference  between  the  two  arises 
largely  from  the  fact  that  the  holdings 
in  Barra  are  of  a  much  smaller  area,  are 
further  removed  from  being  what  is 
called  self-supporting,  and  that  the 
settlers  had,  therefore,  very  great  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  reasonable  to  make  anything  of  the 
fact  that  those  who  have  come  under  an 
obligation  to  purchase  would  like  to  be 
tenants,  because  the  explanation  is  very 
obvious.  In  Scotland  rates  are  divided 
between  owner  and  occupier,  and  as  the 
rates  go  up  the  owner  has  an  increased 
obligation,  ^and  these  men  see  that  when 
they  are  only  tenants  they  pay  less  than 
half  the  rates  (the  tenant's  share),  and 
when  they  are  owners  they  are  put  under 
obligation  for  the  whole-  That  is  to  my 
mind,  having  regard  to  the  Scottish 
and  Celtic  nature,  quite  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  desire  to  become  tenants 
rather  than  purchasers.  I  think  that  it  is 
unfortunate  that  on  that  page  of  the 
Report  the  wording  should  have  been  put 
in  precisely  as  it  is,  because  I  think  it  is 
intended,  as  I  think  on  insufficient 
grounds,  to  bolster  up  the  argument  in 
favour  of  hiring  rather  than  purchase. 

The  real  fact  of  the  matter  is  this. 
I  am  afraid  that  in  the  West  Highlands, 
certainly  in  the  islands  of  Scotland, 
these  schemes,  benevolent  as  they  are, 
are  doomed  to  failure.  After  all,  they 
were  only  experiments.  I  am  respon- 
sible for  the  experiments  in  the  cases  of 
Barra  and  of  Syre.  They  were  under- 
taken some  five  or  six  years  ago  with  the 
apprehension  that  they  would  fail,  but 
it  was  thought  desirable  that  object 
lessons  at  not  very  great  expense  should 
be  given,  and  that  the  experiment  should 
be  made.  Some  of  these  people  will 
succeed,  some  will  not.  What  I  am 
afraid  of  is  that,  wherever  you  in- 
crease, as  you  are  increasing,  the 
standard  of  comfort  desired,  by  education 
and  by,  to  some  extent,  improving  the 
position  of  the  settlers,  you  will  find  them 
not,  I  am  afraid,  getting  more  contented, 
but  less  contented,  than  they  wp^^lj^ore . 
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They  will  struggle  for  further  improve- 
ment. The  younger  generation  is  better 
educated  and  sees  that  the  men  who  go 
away  to  the  towns  and  cities  of  this 
country,  or  to  the  wider  domain  of  Canada, 
get  on  better  than  those  who  remain  at 
home,  and  therefore  you  are  not  going  to 
stimulate  their  desire  to  stay  at  home, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  stimulate  their 
desire  to  go  after  those  who  have  gone 
before  them.  I  am  afraid  from  economic 
grounds  it  is  evitable.  In  many  of  these 
cases  I  believe  that  if  you  gave  them  land 
for  nothing  they  could  not  make  a  living, 
having  regard  to  the  prices  they  could 
obtain  for  produce.  But  I  think  upon 
iho  whole,  although  there  is  something 
to  be  desired,  the  state  of  matters  so  far 
as  arrears  are  concerned  has  been  rather 
exaggerated  for  the  purposes  of  this 
discussion.  I  think  if  the  facts  are 
C/arefully  and  dispassionately  considered 
it  will  be  seen  that,  upon  the  whole, 
the  majority  of  those  concerned  have 
tolerably  fairly  met  their  obligations. 
Those  who  have  failed  have  failed  to 
some  extent  owing  to  some  especially 
difficult  circumstances,  such  as  the  death 
of  the  breadwinner.  But  I  sympathise 
with  my  noble  friend  who  brought  the 
question  forward  that  in  a  Report  which 
ought  to  have  been  a  mere  record  of  facts 
there  is  the  intention  to  argue  in  favour 
of  one  system  against  another. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  The  noble  Earl  has  hung 
upon  his  theme  a  sort  of  vindication  of 
his  own  action  in  regard  to  the  Scottish 
Small  Holders  Bill.  That  Bill  has  been 
killed,  and  ought  to  have  been  allowed 
to  rest  undisturbed,  but  its  ghost  seems 
to  be  flitting  about,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  noble  Earl  feels  some- 
what uneasy  in  regard  to  the  undoubted 
dissatisfaction  which  exists  because  we 
have  not  been  able  to  agree  in  reference 
to  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  The  Report  is 
criticised  because  it  is  Supposed  to  favour 
hiring  as  against  purchase.  I  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  noble  Earl,  Lord 
Rosebery,  said  his  scheme  for  Scotland 
was  a  purchase  system  ;  but  is  there  any 
Memt)er  of  your  Lordships'  House  who 
knows  Scotland  who  is  prepared  to  say 
that  he  wants  a  small  holders'  system  for 
Scotland  resting  upon  purchase  ?  I  am 
sure  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Balfour  of 
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Burleigh,  would  not  say  so,  because 
he  knows  his  own  country  so  well.  It 
cannot  be  done,  and  it  is  quite  unneces- 
sary to  bolster  up  the  opposite  system. 
The  noble  Earl  lumself  brought  in  this 
very  session  a  Bill  based  upon  com- 
pulsory hiring.  For  my  part,  it  does 
not  disturb  me  whether  there  has  been 
any  indirect  advocacy  of  the  com- 
pulsory hiring  system  in  the  Blue- 
book  or  not,  because  the  compulsory 
hiring  will  surely  come,  and  the  noble 
Lords  here  do  not  say  anything 
to  the  contrary.  The  system  of  small 
holdings  by  purchase  in  Scotland  is 
dead  and  buried,  and  will  never  be 
revived.  The  noble  Lord  referred  to  the 
disclosures  in  this  Blue-book  as  some 
argument  against  what  he  called  the 
"  crofterisation  "  of  Scotland  under  the 
proposed  Bill  which  is  now  defunct. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWl*:  What 
I  said  was  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  these 
figures  proved  that  these  crofters  had 
not  been  a  success. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  And 
the  noble  Earl  also  referred  to  the  Bill 
which  is  no  longer  in  existence  as  an 
attempt  to  "  crofterise  "  Scotland. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  Was 
it  not  % 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR :  I  am 
going  to  deal  with  it.  The  noble  Earl 
said  that  the  Bill  would  reproduce  in 
Scotland  the  condition  of  affairs  existing 
in  Ireland.  What  does  the  "crofterisa- 
tion "  of  Scotland  mean  %  Does  it 
mean  that  you  are  going  to  translate 
to  Scotland  the  climate,  the  race,  and 
the  lamentable  poverty  whioh  exists 
in  Ireland  ?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
only  meaning  is  that  the  tenant  crofters 
shall  be  extended  to  other  oounties. 
If  you  thin^  it  is  more  to  the  interest 
of  the  landlord  that  the  tenure  as  m 
the  English  Bill  should  be  adopted 
than  that  in  the  Bill  which  the  noble 
Earl  called  "crofterisation"  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  it.  The  landlord 
will  find  it  a  great  deal  better  under 
what  you  call  the  "  crofterisation  "  system 
than  under  the  other.  I  feel  it  is  a 
lamentable  thing  that  we  should  not 
try  to  put  our  hands  to  settling  thil 
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thing,  which  is  most  vital  to  Scotland, 
instead  of  going  back  over  the  old  ground 
of  the  defonot  Bill.  I  am  sue  the  noble 
Earl  will  not  think  I  am  making  these 
observations  in  any  sense  personally 
adverse  to  himself;  only  it  seemed  to 
me  that  he  was  seeking  to  justify  to 
himself  what  I  think  was  a  great  mis- 
take, viz.,  the  destruction  of  that  Bill. 


♦Thb   Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  quite  realise,  as  does  the 
nobk  and  learned  Lord  upon  the  Wool- 
sack, the  great  difficulty  of  appl3dng  to 
Scotland  or  to  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  a  wholesale  system  of  small 
hoUQngs   founded   upon  purchase.    We 
are  it  is  true  endeavouring  to  introduce 
such  a  state  of  things  into  Lreland,  but 
we  have  been  driven  to  do  so,  in  spite  of 
the  great  difficulties,  financial  and  other, 
which  stand  iij  the  way,  on  account  of 
the   failure    of   the   particular   kind    of 
hiring   system,    which,   as  some   of  us 
think   in   an   ill-advised    moment,    was 
introduced  into-  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.    Noble  Lords  who  sit  on  this 
side  of  the  House  do  not  object  to  com- 
pubozy  hiring  merely  because  it  is  com- 
polKny    hiring,    but    we    object    very 
strongly   indeed  to  the  particular  kind 
of  compulsory    hiring   which    found    a 
place   in  the  Scottish  BUI.    I  may  re- 
mind the  House  of  the  difference  between 
the  system  proposed  in  the  Scottish  Bill 
and  the  system  proposed  in  the  English 
Small  Holdings  Bill,  which  this  House 
accepted.    In  the  case  of  the  English 
Bill    the    local    authorities    intervene. 
The  proprietor  lets  Us  land  tp  the  local 
authority,   which    becomes    responsible 
for    the    conduct    of    the     transaction 
and    stands   between    the    occupier   of 
the    land    and    the    owner.    What    we 
object  to  is  any  system  under  which 
the  owner  of  the  soil  is  compelled,  in 
opposition  to  his  own  better  judgment, 
and  whether  he  likes  it  or  not,  to  let  his 
land  directly  to  small  holders  and    to 
stand  the  whole  risk  and  responsibility 
of  the  failure  of  a  very  hazardous  ex- 
periment. That  is  why  we  looked  askance 
St  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Scottish 
Bill,    and    why    we    protested    against 
n  as  being  likely  to  introduce  into  another 
pirt  of  the  United  Kingdom  many  of' 
tie  undoubted   evils  wUch  have   pre- 
vailed   in    Ireland,   evils    from    which 


Marine  Officers.  46 

there  is  no    means    of   escape    except 
by  recourse  to  that  expensive  and  diffi 
cult    system    of     wholesale     purchase 
to  which  the  noble    and  learned  Lord 
referred. 


The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  After 
what  the  noble  Lord  opposite  has  said, 
I  shall  not  persist  with  my  Motion  with 
regard  to  the  production  of  the  corres- 
pondence. With  regard  to  what  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
said,  I  can  assure  him  he  entirely  mis- 
understood me.  What  I  said  was  this. 
I  merely  stated  facts  in  regard  to  thoso 
BiUs  which  were  for  the  "crofteriaation" 
of  Scotland,  founded  chiefly  upon  tho 
fact  that  this  crofters  system  as  recently 
administered  had  not  been  a  success. 
With  regard  to  the  hiring  of  land  direct 
from  tenants,  I  pointed  out  that  in 
my  opinion  the  statements  that  were 
made  in  that  Report  do  not  justify  the 
inferences  which  appeared  to  be  drawn. 
I  had  not  in  my  mind  the  least  idea  in 
reference  to  the  Bills  lately  before  the 
House,  and  if  it  gives  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  any  satisfaction  I  can 
assure  him  my  mind  is  perfectly  easy  on 
the  subject.  The  last  thing  I  thought 
of  was  the  raising  of  a  debate  with  regard 
to  the  system  on  which  land  should  bo 
acquired  in  Scotland.  My  object  was 
simply  to  point  out  that  in  my  opinion 
this  Report  did  not  point  to  any  success 
on  the  part  of  the  crofters  system. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


TRAINING 


OF    MERCANTILE 
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*LoRD  BRASSEY,  in  rising—*'  To  call 
attention  to  the  inadequate  means  of 
educational  training  available  for  officers 
of  the  Mercantile  Marine,  and  to  urge 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  education  of  cadets  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve  during  the  period  of 
apprenticeship," — said:  The  point  on 
which  I  wish  to  insist  is  this.  Whilst  the 
Admiralty  have  bestowed,  and  rightly 
bestowed,  the  utmost  care  on  the  educa- 
tion of  officers  for  the  permanent 
service  of  the  Navy,  and  Parliament 
has  been  lavish  in  appropriations,  the 
early  education  of  officers  enrolled  for 
thej^Reserve  has  been  neglected.    The 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


47  Ir^ifm^'o/Me^'caTUite  {LORDS} 


Marine'^Offlcm: 


4S 


Admiralty  have  relied  Unduly  on  the 
inadequate  meaiis  of  instruction  obtain- 
able outside  the  Royal  service.  The 
Admiralty  have  shown  their  sense  of 
the  importance  of  providing  a  •  Reserve 
of  officers  for  the  Navy  by  enrolling  them 
in  large  nUmber^.  .  Their  names  fill  many 
pages  of  the  Navy  List.  We  look  to  our 
Reserve  of  6fficers,notonlyin  war,  but  in 
the. ordinary  conditions  of  peace  service. 

In  the  sohool'Ship  stage,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  call  for  assistance 
from  the  State.  For  cadets  aspiring  to 
the  more  responsible  positions  in  the 
mercantile  marine,  and  it  is  from  these 
that  the  Naval  Reserve  is  recruited,  two 
school-ships  hdve  been  established  by 
private  effort,  the  * 'Conway*'  in  the  Mersey, 
andthd^'Worcester^'intheThames.  Those 
ships  should  be  able  to  turn  out  midship- 
men every  year  in  numbers  sufficient  for 
the  requirements  of  the  Naval  Reserve. 
When  We  pass  from  the  school-ship 
to  the  important  period  of  apprenticeship 
at  sea,  the  need  is  urgent  for  some 
assistance  from  the  State.  For  those 
entered  as  cadets  and  midshipmenin  the 
Naval  Reserve  sea-going  training-ships, 
such  as  that  formerly  maintained  by  the 
P.  and  O.  Company,  are  necessary.  The 
P.  and  O4  ship  has  long^ince  disappeai*ed. 
To-day  we  have  onpship,  and  only  one  ship, 
the  "  Port  Jad^son,"  sailing  under  the  flag 
of  Messrs  Devitt  .&  Moore,  in  which  the 
education  begun  in  the  school  ships  is 
systematically  carried  forward.  Another 
ship  of  a  similar  character  is  reported  to 
be  fitting  out  by  the  powerful  combine 
over  which  Mr.  Ismay  presides. 

It  is  obvious  that  two  sea-going 
ships  will  not  adequately  provide  for 
the  educational  training  of  the  lull 
number  of  young  officers  required 
for  the  Naval  Reserve.  The  majority 
of  those  who  are  enrolled  as  officers  for 
the  Naval  Reserve  have  to  go  to  sea  as 
apprentices  under  conditions  far  from 
favourable  to  education.  They  go  to  sea 
as  apprentices  in  the  mercantile  marine. 
Under  the  pressure  of  severe  competition, 
our  merchant  ships  are  worked,  and  neces- 
sarily worked,  with  the  strictest  regard  to 
economy.  The  apprentices  do  the  duties 
of  ordinary  seamen.  At  sea  it  is  good 
that  the  apprentice  should  take  his  part 
in    working   the   ship.     If    his    whole 
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time  in  harbour  is  given  to  chipping 
paint  and  similar  occupations,  his  naval 
education  cannot  be  carried  up  to  the 
standard  required  for  efficiency  in  the 
Royal  Navy.  Steps  should  be  taken 
to  afford  greater  equidity  of  oppcM*- 
tunity.  Adequately  to  extend  the 
facilities  for  the  education  of  officers  of 
the  Reserve,  State-aid  should  be  givwi  to 
a  limited  extent,  and  under  conditions 
which  would  insure  that  public  money 
was  well  applied.  As  to  the  conditions, 
it  should  be  insisted  upon  that  competent 
naval  instructors  should  be  carried. .  For 
training  in  seamanship  the  ships  should 
be  fully  rigged.  To  maintain  an  effective 
supervision  over  the  progress  of  education 
and  professional  training,  every  boy 
should  be  examined  on  the  completion 
of  each  voyage  by  an  inspeding  officer 
of  the  Admiralty.  The '  incompetent 
would  be  weeded  out,  and  any  defects 
in  the  system  of  education  would  be 
discovered  and  remedied.  At  the  com- 
pletion of  four  years  service  at  sea,  the 
cadets  would  pass  the  Board  of  Trade 
examination.  Some  further  tests  might 
perhaps  be  insisted  upon. 

Assuming  that  the  policy  of  grants  for 
the  training  of  Reserve  cadets  were 
approved,  the  charge  to  the  State  would 
be  inconsiderable,  compared  with  the 
vast  total  of  our  Navy  Estimates.  The 
number  of  Reserve  cadets  would  be 
determined  with  reference  to  the  establish- 
ment of  officers  of  the  Reserve,  as  from 
time  to  time  fixed  by  Order  in  Coimcil. 
The  scale  of  payment  to  be  made  by  the 
Admiralty  would  be  best  considered  by  a 
small  committee,  or  by  conference  be- 
tween the  Reserves  office  and  the  ship- 
owners. Let  it  be  assumed  that  the 
amount  for  each  cadet  need  not  exceed 
£25  a  year.  Assuming  forty  cadets  to  be 
carried,  the  annual  grant  for  each  ship 
would  not  exceed  £1,000.  Four  or  five 
ships  would  supply  the  full  number  of 
young  officers  required  for  the  Reserve. 
With  some  encouragement  from  the 
Admiralty,  ships  would  be  promptly 
fitted  out  by  the  leading  sUpowners 
of  this  country,  and  if  that  were  done 
we  should  be  following,  where  we 
ought  to  have  led,  the  example  set 
to  us  by  Germany.  It  is  not  going  top 
far  to  say  that  a  real  blot  on  our  naviJ 
administration    would    be    removed.     X 

Digitized  by  L^OOQIC 


49        Training  of  Merea/tUUe        {22  JxSlY  19Q8} 


Marine  Officer^, 


50 


may  briefly  refer  to  the  instmction    in 
ttigineering,  which  has  become  necessary 
for   every  officer  trained  for  the    sea 
service.    It   can   be   provided   for   the 
Naval  Reserve  at  snuJl  expense.    Mid- 
shipmen of  the  Naval  Reserve  should 
go  throngh   a   six  months'    course   at 
.  approved  schods   of  engineering.    The 
Becessary  cost  should   be  covered  by 
a    grant,    under     suitable    conditions. 
The    expenditure  I  have  ventured  to 
lecomm^id    would    be    inconsiderable, 
whilst  the  results  would  be  more  than 
commensurate.    The  officers  of  the  Re- 
s^ve  would  be  more  efficient.    In  the 
mercantile  marine  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation generally  would  be  raised,  and 
the   bonds   of    discipline    strengthened. 
With  the  general  question  of  technical 
edueiMion   for   our   seamen,    I   do  not 
propose  on  the  present  occasion  to  deal. 
An  inquiry  was  held  a  few  years  ago  by 
the    Royal    Geographical    Society,    the 
results  of  which  were  given  in  a  paper 
prepared   by  their  able  Secretary,   Sir 
Clements    Markham.     There   are    some 
admirable  schools,  but  they  are  all  too 
few.     A    strong    case    was    made    for 
more    liberal   appropriations    from   the 
large     sums     voted     by     Parliament 
for    technical    education.      And     now 
I  have   only  to   express  my    acknow- 
ledgments   to    Lieutenant    Bosanquet, 
of  the  Marine  Society,  and  to  Captain 
Barker,of  the"  Worcester,"  for  the  aid  they 
have  given  in  preparing  the  brief  state- 
ment I  have  ventured  to  submit  to  your 
Lordships. 

Lord  MUSKERRY  :  My  Lords,  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  would  rather 
give  the  idea  that  the  officers  of  the 
mercantile  marine  are  slightly  deficient 
in  education.  I  do  not  think  that  that 
can  be  held  for  one  moment.  Most 
young  officers  now  go  in  for  passing  for 
the  extra-masters  certificate.  We  find 
young  men  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five 
who  have  passed  for  that  certificate,  and 
I  do  not  think  that  any  man  who  has 
passed  the  very  special  examination  that 
he  is  required  to  pass  to  obtain  that 
certificate  can  be  said  to  have  anything 
deficient  in  his  education.  In  his  Motion 
the  noble  Lord  mentions  cadets  for  the 
Naval  Reserve.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
means  by  that.  I  have  never  heard  of 
anck  a  thing  before.    But  if  the  noble 


Lord  means  cadets  for  the  merchant 
service^  which  I  presume  he  does^  we 
know  tiiat  at  the  present  time  there  are 
two  very  good  school  ships  and  other 
nautical  establishments  which  give  a 
very  excellent  education,  and  a  turn-out 
of  a  quite  sufficient  number  of  officers 
for  the  merchant  service.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  there  are,  at  the  present  moment, 
hundreds  of  captains  and  officers,  fully 
qualified  and  able  men,  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  I  do  not  think  there  is  ground 
for  any  complaint  of  a  shortage  of  officers 
or  need  of  more  training  sUptf  leading 
to  the  greater  overstocking  of  our 
mercantile  marine. 

The  Babl  op  QRANARD  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Lord  seems  to  consider  t^at 
there  is  a  great  lack  of  opportunity  for 
members  of  the  merchant  marine 
to  acquire  knowledge.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  the  case  at  all.  I  have  made  some 
inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  I  find  that 
there  are  schools  in  nearly  every  big  port 
in  this  country  where  persons  wishing  to 
embrace  the  calling  of  the  sea  can  study 
all  matters  connected  with  it.  In  ad: 
dition  to  this  there  are  two  ships,  the 
"  Conway  "  and  the  "  Worcester,"  which 
render  very  valuable  service  in  this 
respect.  Owing  to  the  new  regulations 
brought  in  by  Lord  Selbome,  an  officer 
serving  in  the  Navy  is  bound  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  engineering.  That  has  not 
been  the  case  so  far  in  the  merchant 
service.  It  seems  to  me  quite  proper 
that  officers  of  the  merchant  service 
should  if  possible  acquire  some  knowledge 
of  engineering.  The  '*  Conway  "  people 
inform  me  that  they  propose  placing 
in  the  course  of  instruction  on  that 
ship  a  course  of  engineering.  The 
noble  Lord  referred  to  a  new  ship 
fitting  out  by  the  White  Star  Company. 
I  have  no  particulars  to  hand  about  that, 
but  I  understand  that  this  ship  was  going 
to  carry  about  sixty  cadets,  with  instruc- 
tors who  will  be  competent  to  teach  them 
all  branches  of  marine  knowledge.  The 
question  now  is  as  to  how  is  the  Navy 
served  with  regard  to  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve.  The  facts  of  the  matter 
are  simply  these.  Generally,  every 
year  we  have  in  the  Navy  about 
seventy- five  to  eighty  vacancies 
for  officers  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve ; 
for  those  positions  we  generally  havr 
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400  to  500  applicants,  and  we  are  able, 
therefore,  to  take  the  pick  of  those  men, 
and  from  the  reports  that  are  to  hand 
the  efficiency  of  the  officers  of  the  Boyal 
Naval  Reserve  is  beyond  doubt.  I  was 
talking  the  other  day  to  an  Admiral  of 
the  Coast  Defences,  and  he  informed  me 
that  these  men  were  everything  a  captain 
of  a  ship  could  desire.  Therefore,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Navy,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  that  we  should  spend  any 
more  money  as  suggested  by  die  noble 
Lord.  We  are  able  to  get  a  sufficiency 
of  candidates  desirous  of  joining  the 
Naval  Reserve,  and,  therefore,  much  as  I 
sympathise  with  the  objects  of  my  noble 
friend's  speech,  I  think  no  case  has  been 
made  out  for  spending  any  extra  money 
on  this  matter. 


CRAN  MEASURES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
[SiooKD  Bbadino.] 
Order    of   the    Day   for   the    Second 
Reading  read. 

*Thb  president  op  the  BOARD 
OP  AGRICULTURE  AND  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Carrinoton)  :  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  very  small  measure,  but  I  think  it  is 
a  useful  Bill  and  a  Bill  that  will  give  a 
great  deal  of  satisfaction  to  a  very 
deserving  and  gallant  class  of  men — the 
sailors  on  the  east  coast.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  legalise  and  regulate  the 
use  of  the  cran  measure  in  the  fresh 
herring  trade  in  England  and  in  Wales. 
An  application  for  its  adoption  must  be 
made  by  a  local  authority  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  the  regulations  under 
the  Bill  will  be  issued  by  the  Board. 
It  is  an  adoptive  Bill  and  the  local 
authority  is  the  county  council  or  the 
borough  council.  The  word  "  cran " 
is  a  measure  which  really  is  a  basket 
which  contains  37|  imperial  gallons, 
although  the  measure  that  would 
really  be  used  in  the  herring  trade 
would  be  what  is  called  a  quarter 
cran,  equalling  a  little  over  9  gallons. 
These  measures  have  long  been  in  use 
in  Scotland,  and  they  were  legalised  by 
the  Herring  Fisheries  Bill  of  1889. 
Persons  interested  in  the  herring  trade 
on  the  east  coast — and  I  need  hardly 
remind  the  House  what  an  important 
trade  that  is — ^hoped  that  this  measure 
might  also  be  legalised  in  England  as  well 

The  Earl  of  Oranard. 


as  in  Scotland.  Up  to  five  years  ago 
herrings  on  the  east  coast  were  sold  by 
what  is  called  "long  hundred,"  which 
meant  132.  That  led  to  waste  of  time 
and  labour  and  a  certain  amount  of 
confusion,  and  there  were  frequent  dis- 
putes as  to  the  countings  of  fish,  and  so 
in  1903  quarter-cran  baskets  were  in- 
troduced from  Scotland  and  proved  a 
great  benefit.  They  began  to  be  used 
at  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  Hartlepool, 
Grimsby,  and  Scarborough,  but  it  was 
found  after  the  introducticm  of  these 
baskets  that  the  buyers  refused,  and 
I  think  naturally  refused,  to  accept 
the  baskets  that  were  not  officially 
stamped.  They  had  no  guarantee  that 
they  contained  the  measure  they  were 
supposed  to  contain,  and  therefore  the 
East  Suffolk  County  Council  and  the  Lowe- 
stoft Town  Council  both  passed  lesolu- 
tions  urging  the  legalisation  of  the  cnm 
measure  for  use  in  England.  That  hap- 
pened in  1904,  and  they  suggested  that 
it  might  be  carried  out  on  the  lines  of 
the  Scottish  Act  of  .1889.  The  &«t 
clause  of  the  Bill  follows  the  provision 
of  that  Act.  The  Bill  has  the  support 
of^  the  East  Coast  herring  traders  en 
bloc,  and  has  I  believe,  the  unanimous 
support  of  the  National  Sea  Fisheries 
PK)tection  Association.  There  is  one 
other  point  to  which  I  need  draw  atten- 
tion.   Subsection  3  of  Clause  1  states— 

**  Subject  to  the  provisioiiB  of  this  Act  cnn 
and  quarter  ontn  measures  00  made  and 
marked  as  aforesaid  shall  be  the  only  legal 
measures  for  use  in  buying,  selling,  deliveriog, 
or  receiving  fresh  hemngs." 

Attention  was  called  to  that,  but  I 
have  to  point  out  that  it  is  provided 
that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  herrings  by  weight, 
number,  or  bulk.  I  believe  that  this 
Bill  would  give  a  great  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion to  a  most  deserving  and  gallant  body 
of  men,  and  hope  your  Lordships  will  bo 
pleased  to  accord  it  a  Second  Biding. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2^:''-(Earl  Carrington.) 

*LoRD  HENEAGE:  My  Lords,  on 
behalf  of  the  herring  trade,  I  beg  to 
thank  the  noble  Earl  for  having  intro- 
duced this  Bill,  and  also  the  officials  of 
the  Department  who  have  taken  the 
greatest    trouble    about    the    measoxOf 
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and  shown  the  greatest  courtesy  to  the 
trade;  when   the  matter  was  discussed 
by  the  executive  of  the  National  Sea 
Fisheries    Association,   the  noble    Earl 
was  kind  enough  to  allow  one  of  the 
most  important  Members  of  his  Depart- 
ment to  be  present  at  the  discussion, 
and  to  promise    that  this    Bill    should 
be  introduced.    The  draft  Bill  was  after- 
wards sent  to  the  Association,  and  was 
thoroughly  approved.    It  is  an  adoptive 
measure,  but  at  the  same  time,  it  will 
be,  I  think,  adopted  generally  throughout 
the  parts  of  the  country  affected.    Our 
only  regret  is  that  it  should  have  been 
brought  ia  so  late,  although  that  is  no 
fault  of  the  noble  Earl  or  of  his  Depart- 
ment.   If  the  Bill  camiot  pass  before 
the  adjouzmnent,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  it  to  come  into  operation  this   year, 
as  the  Besolutions  must  be  passed,  and 
the  permission  of  the  Department  ob- 
tained.   If  the  noble  Earl  could  see  his 
way  to  pass  the  Bill — and  members  of  our 
Parliamentary  Committee  will  give  him 
every  assistance — ^before  the  end  of  this 
week  and  allow  it  to  become  law,  it  would 
be  a  great  benefit,  and  be  very  much 
appreciated    by    the    members    of    the 
great    herring    trade    throughout    the 
country.    It  would  then  give  us  about 
BIX  weeks  to  pass  the  necessary  Besolu- 
tions and  bring  it  into  action  before  the 
lierring  trade  really  begins. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according 
to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Conmiittee 
of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow,  and 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with. 


;      SHORTAGE  OF  INFANTRY  UNITS. 

♦Viscount  HARDINGE  rose  "to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  whether  in  view  of  the  assurance 
given  by  the  Seeretary  of  State  to  the 
efiect  that  no  further  reduction  of  the 
inibuitry  of  the  line,  either  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  units  or  by  the  reduction  of  the 
strength  or  establishment  of  existing 
units,  is  in  contemplation,  he  can  now 
state  what  b  the  shortage  below  establish- 
ment of  the  infantry  units  on  the  British 
establishment,  what  measures  are  being 
taken  to  make  good  that  shortage,  and 


whether  it  is  proposed,  when  the  shortage 
has  been  made  good,  to  increase  the 
present  establishment  of  720  rank  and 
file." 

The  noble  Viscount  said :  I  am  sure 
my  noble  friend  who  represents  the 
War  Office  in  this  House  will  understand 
that  I  am  not  making  reference  to  any- 
thing connected  with  the  Territorial 
Army  and  will  understand  the  object  there- 
fore of  the  Question  which  appears  in 
my  name.  With  regard  to  the  Special 
Reserve,  to  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  belong,  and  as  to  the  future  of  which 
I  am  therefore  deeply  anxious,  perhaps 
the  noble  Lord  will  not  mind  my  sa3ring 
that  his  responses  to  some  of  my 
questions  the  other  day  were  not 
altogether  reassuring,  more  especially 
with  reference  to  what  he  stated,  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  hoped  to 
supply  the  new  short  rifle  before  the 
next  training.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  far  more  satisfactory  if  he  had 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Hin 
Majesty's  Oovemment  that  the  Special 
Reserve  should  be  armed  with  the  new 
rifle  almost  at  once,  for  I  think  it  must 
be  patent  to  anyone  who  has  any  know- 
ledge of  military  matters,  that  now  that 
the  Special  Reserve  are  to  be  the  real 
Reserve  of  the  Regular  Army  it  is  abso- 
lutely essential  that  they  should  not  only 
be  taught  the  mechanism  of  this  weapon 
but  actually  shoot  with  it.  There  is 
another  point  to  which  I  wish  to  draw 
the  noble  Lord's  attention.  Referring  the 
other  day  to  the  shortage  in  the  Special 
Reserve,  he  threw  oi;t  a  hint  implying, 
though  perhaps  unintentionally  so,  that 
he  attributed  the  shortage  in  the  3rd 
Battalion  of  the  Bedfordshire  Regiment 
to  the  lack  of  encouragement  given  by 
the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  my  noble 
friend  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  That  was 
what  we  were  led  to  believe ;  whilst  as 
regards  another  battalion,  the  com- 
manding officer,  the  noble  Marquess, 
Lord  Salisbury,  had,  by  the  enthusiasm 
he  had  shown,  been  able  to  get  many 
more  men  to  join  the  Special  Reserve. 
If  the  noble  Lord  did  mean  that  it  was  an 
unfortunate  remark  to  make,  because  the 
two  battalions  are  on  entirely  diflerent 
lines.  The  3rd  Battalion  is  simply 
for   drafting   purposes,    whilst   the, 4th 
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Battalion  is  to  work  as  a  unit  by  itself. 
I  tmst,  therefore,  that  in  answer  to 
my  Question  the  noble  Lord  will  be  able 
to  make  the  statement  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  imply  that  which  wonld  be 
most  uncalled  for  and  unfair  to  the  Duke 
of  Bedford. 

LoBD  LUCAS :  In  answer,  first  of  all, 
to  the  Question  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  on  the  Paper,  the  figures  on  1st  July 
were  as  follows :  The  establishment  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of 
the  Infantry  of  tSie  Regular  Army  was 
85,901,  but  the  strength  on  that  date 
was  83,802 ;  that  is  a  deficit  of  2,099. 
At  the  present  moment  we  are  to  some 
extent  suffering  shortage  owing  to  the 
Indian  drafts.  The  strength  of  the 
Infantry  suffers  greatly  owing  to  drafts 
going  out  all  through  the  winter  and 
the  spring,  and  the  Infantry  is  at  its 
lowest  then  and  afterwards  recruits 
up  until  the  drafts  begin  again.  We 
hope  to  see  that  deficit  very  considerably 
reduced  in  a  few  months  time.  As 
to  the  second  point  of  the  Question,  we 
do  not  propose  to  take  any  special  steps. 
Recruiting  is  good  this  year,  and  we 
hope  that  this  deficit  will  be  wiped  off 
before  long.  As  to  the  last  part  of  the 
Question  I  can  only  refer  the  noble  Lord 
to  the  Answer  that  was  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  other  House. 
It  was  to  the  effect  that  when  the  short- 
age had  been  made  good  he  would 
consider  the  question  of  increasing  the 
estabhshment  of  the  Home  Battalions 
from  the  present  nimaber  720.  As  to 
the  rifles  for  the  Special  Reserve,  what  I 
intended  to  convey  was  that  it  was  decided 
that  the  Special  Reserve  shall  be  armed 
with  the  short  rifle  and  that  it  was  hoped 
that  this  rifle  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  whole  of  the  Special  Reserve  in  time 
for  next  year's  training. 

YisooUNT  HARDINGE:  There  was 
one  point  I  omitted  as  regards  the  filling- 
up  of  the  lower  ranks  of  the  Special 
Reserve,  on  which  I  think  the  noble  Lord 
could  gi\e  us  further  information. 

Lord  LUCAS:   Officers? 


Viscount  HARDINGE  ; 
Viscount  Hardinge. 


Yes. 


Lord  LUCAS :  \¥liat  is  going'  to  be 
done  is  this.  The  new  system  for  pro- 
viding the  persons  for  the  Special  Reserve 
will  be  in  f uU  force  by  June  of  next  year. 
As  your  Lordships  know,  the  officers  of 
the  Special  Reserve,  if  they  do  not  choose 
to  pass  any  form  of  examination  before 
they  go  in,  will  be  required  to  do  a  year's 
attachment  with  a  unit  of  the  Regalai 
Army.  There  are  two  examinations 
they  n^y  paos,  both  of  which  exempt 
them  for  a  certain  time.  The  first 
examination  for  Certificate  A  will  take 
place  in  the  middle  of  December  this 
year,  and  the  first  examination  for  Certi- 
ficate B  about  the  middle  of  June 
next  year.  Any  officer  who  joins  the 
Special  Reserve  before  the  middle  of 
December  who  has  not  had  a  chance  of 
going  in  for  either  certificate  will  be 
exempted  from  eight  nkonths  of  his 
course.  He  will  only  have  to  do  four 
nkonths  attachment,*  and  he  can  do  that 
any  time  either  winter  or  summer,  and  if 
he  wishes  to  do  so  he  can,  at  the  time  the 
Special  Reserve  is  training,  leave  his 
course  and  go  out  with  the  Reserve. 
After  the  middle  of  December,  when  he 
wiU  have  had  a  chance  of  doing  so,  if  he 
has  passed  for  Certificate  A  he  will  only 
have  to  do  four  ninths  attachment.  If 
he  does  not  pass  for  Certificate  A  he 
will  have  to  do  eight  months  attadiment 
under  the  same  conditions.  After  the 
middle  of  June  of  next  year,  after  the 
scheme  is  in  working  order,  and  any 
officer  who  joins  will  have  had  a  chance  of 
getting  both  certificates,  if  he  has  not  got 
those  two  certificates  he  will  have  to  do 
a  full  year.  As  regards  the  other  Ques- 
tion, I  am  sorry  if  anything  I  said  about 
these  two  battalions  of  the  Bedfordshire 
Regiment,  commanded  by  the  noble 
Duke  and  the  noble  Marquess,  should  be 
considered  an  imputation.  I  brought 
the  case  forward  simply  to  show  how 
impossible  it  was  to  make  any  prophecies 
Here  were  two  battalions  in  neighbour- 
ing counties ;  one  had  transfenred  70 
per  cent,  to  the  Special  Reserve  and  one 
had  transferred  40  per  cent.  When  there 
were  such  startling  variations  in  two 
neighbouring  counties  and  two 
neighbouring  battalions  of  the  same 
regiment,  I  said  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible to  attempt  to  forecast,  as  sDme 
speakers  were  doing,  what  the  strength 
of  the  Special  Reserve  was  going  to  be. 
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BEE  PEST  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

[SlOOND   BlADnfO.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  DEMiAN  :  My  Lords,  I  under- 
stand this  Bill  is  required  because  the 
disease  of  foul  breed  has  spread  rapidly 
and  caused  great  loss.  I  understand  from 
the  noble  Earl  opposite,  the  Earl  of 
Donoughmore,  that  there  will  be  no 
opposition  to  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
BiU,  although  some  Amendments  may  be 
nsoved  at  a  later  stage.  At  this  late 
hour,  therefore,  unless  further  informa- 
tion is  asked  for,  I  will  content  myself 
merely  with  moving  the  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  ''That  the'Billjbe^now  read 
2a" — {Lord  Denman,) ' 

*Barl  op  DONOUOHMORE  :  I  do 
not  wish  to  offeSr  any  opposition,  but 
should  like  to  thank  the  noble  Lord  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  for  the  trouble 
he  has  taken  in  bringing  this  Bill  forward. 
I  may  have  to  draw  attention  to  a  number 
c^  detailed  points  in  Committee,  but  in  no 
case  will  I  do  so  in  any  spirit  of  hostility 
to  the  Bill, 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according 
to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Wednesday  next. 


POLLING    ABRANGEMENTS    (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS)  BILL 

[SaooiTD  Rba]>ino.] 

Order  of  the    Day    for  the    Second 
Reading  read. 


VkcouktMIDLBTON:  This  Bill  and 
the  Polling  Districts  (County  Councils) 
Bill  stand  together,  and  I  may  say  one 
word  with  regard  to  both  of  them.  It  is 
desirable  that  the  polling  districts  for 
Parliamentary  and  county  council  elec- 
tions should  be  identicsJ,  but  various 
small  i^nomalies  have  crept  in  which 
these  Bills  would  redress.  In  the  case  of 
the  county  council  elections  there  is  diis 
anomaly — that  by  some  mistake  in  the 
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wording  of  the  original  Act  once  a 
polling  district  has  been  created  it 
cannot  be  altered,  althoiq^  changes  take 
place  in  population  and  other  respects, 
and  this  not  only  has  the  effect  of  leaving 
polling  districts  unequal  but  results  in  a 
divergence  between  the  Parliamentary 
and  the  county  council  polling  districts. 
Then  as  to  the  other  measure.  By  the 
wording  of  the  original  Act,  where  the 
polling  district  is  within  one  Petty 
Sessional  Division  th&  jurisdiction  shall 
belong  to  the  magistrate  in  Petty  Ses- 
sions, whereas  if  a  polling  district  happens 
to  be  in  more  than  one  Petty  Sessional 
Division  there  is  at  once  an  appeal  to 
another  body.  I  am  sure  you  will  feel 
that  in  both  Parliamentary  and  county 
council  elections  the  jurisdiction  should 
be  the  same.  Both  these  Bills  have  passes 
your  Lordships' House  on  five  previous 
occasions. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. — 
{Viscount  Midleton,) 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY 
COUNCILS)  BILL 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  On  Monday  next. 


POISONS   ANl>   PHARMACY  BILL   [h.l.] 

Read   3*    (according   to   order),    and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


SUMMARY  JURISDICTION  (IRELAND)     ; 
BILL 

Amendment  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  a  further  Amendment  made,  and 
BiU  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


House  adjourned  at  twenty  minuteg 
before  Eight  o'clock,  t:l! 
ro-morrow,    ^*lfewt^  i  T^n, 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  22nd  July,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ammanford  Urban  District  Council 
Water  Bill  [Lords], — ^As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and 
Buildings)  Bill. — As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time. — {The  Deputy  Chair- 
man.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  PxmxIs]. 
Read  a  second  time  and  conmiitted. 

Rhymney  and  Aber  Valley  Gas  and 
Water  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered,  that  Stand- 
ing Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Committee  of  Selection 
have  leave  to  appoint  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith — 
{The  Deputy  Chairman,) 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Falkirk  and  District 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

Lanark  Corporation  (Extension  of 
Boundaries,  etc.)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Friday, 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords]. — ^As  amended, 
considered ;  ^to  be  read  the  third  time 
To-morrow. 


Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [Lords]. — Considered  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Local  Government  (Lreland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered, 
that  Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  unopposed  Bills  have  leave  to  sit  and 
proceed  forthwith.^rAe  Deputy  Chavr- 
man.) 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered  that 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords],  to 
insert  a  clause  for  providing  that  the  dis- 
trict council  shall  not  from  the  system 
of  sewerage  referred  to  in  the  order  permit 
any  crude  sewage  to  be  discharged  into 
the  Bay  of  Dublin,  except  between  the 
time  of  high  water  and  five  hours  after 
high  water,  provided  that  in  case  of  heavy 
rain  or  other  emergency  the  storm  water 
may  be  discharged  at  any  period  of  the 
tide. — {Mr.  Nannetti,) 

Eeighley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]* 
Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
PoUce  and  Sanitary  Committee.  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to:— Port 
Office  Savings  Bank  Bill,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Padiham  Urban  District  Counca 
Bill ;  Criccieth  Water  and  Improve- 
ment Bill ;  South- West  Suburban  Water 
Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to  Amendments  to:— 
Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to  : — Pontypridd  Water 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation 
Bill  [Lords];  Bognor  Oas  Light  and 
Coke  Company  Bill  [Lords];  South 
Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
the  Plumage  and  Skins  of  Wild  Birds." 
[Importation    of    Plumage    Prohibitioi^ 
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And,  alao,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Education,  under 
the  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1907,  to 
enable  the  councils  of  the  administratiye 
counties  of  Oomwall,  Merioneth,  and 
ike  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  the 
county  borough  of  Swansea,  to  put  in 
force  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts."  [Educa- 
tion Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirma- 
tion (Cornwall,  etc.)  Bill  [Lords]. 

House  of  Lords  (Manuscripts).— Tha 
they  comnvunicate  Copy  of  the  Manus' 
cnpts  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Volume  IV- 
(New  Series),  as  desired  by  this  House 
in  their  Message  of  yesterday. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confimfeation  (Cornwall,  etc.)  BiU  [Lords]. 
—Read  the  first  time.  Referred  to  the 
Etaminers  of  Petitioub  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  338.] 


PETITIONS. 

ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION    (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Droylsden,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :     From  Bristol ; 
Ledbury;     Peckham  Rye;    Sandbach 
Heath  ;   Sheffield  (two) ;  and  Whellock ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR    LAW    AMENDMENT    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Eastwool , 
Garvock ;  Hamilton  ;  Inch  ;  Leith  ; 
Meams  ;  and  New  Cumnock ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,   REPORTS,   ETC. 

i  TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL   SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
4071  to  4073  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy  presented,  of  Colonial  Report, 
No.  566   (Northern   TeTitories   of   the 
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Gk)ld  Coast,  Annual  Report  for  1907)  [by 
Command]  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Seventy-sixth 
Annu.'^l  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  with  Appen- 
dices, for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1908  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 
1894  (PARISH  COUNCIL  ELECTIONS 
1907). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  26th  August,  1907 ;  Mr.  Sin- 
ddir] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  247.] 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Return  ordered,  **  for  the  year  ending 
the  20th  day  of  November,  1907 :  (1) 
From  each  Savings  Bank  in  England 
and  "Wales,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the 
Channel  Islands,  containing,  in  columns, 
the  number  of  such  banks ;  the  number 
of  accounts  remaining  open ;  the  total 
amount  owing  to  depositors;  the  total 
amount  invested  with  the  Commissioners 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
excluding  the  Surplus  Fund;  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer; 
the  total  amount  of  the  separate  Surplus 
Fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  the  other  assets,  including  the 
estimated  value  of  the  Bank  premises, 
furniture,  etc. ;  the  total  assets  ;  the 
rate  of  interest  paid  to  depositors  on 
the  various  amounts  of  deposit,  and  the 
average  rate  of  interest  on  all  accounts , 
the  annual  expenses  of  management, 
inclusive  of  all  payments  and  salaries; 
the  rate  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
capital  of  the  Bank  for  the  expenses 
of  management;  the  average  cost  of 
each  transaction ;  the  total  amount  of 
Government  Stock  standing  to  the  credit 
of  depositors ;  and  the  total  number 
and  amount  of  annuities  in  course  of 
payment,  including  in  such  Return  a 
summary  of  all  such  Savings  Banks  as, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  26  Vict, 
c.  14,  or  otherwise,  have  been  closed 
and  have  transferred  their  funds,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  the  Post  Oifice 
Savings  Bank,  showing  for  England, 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the 
United  Kingdom  the  number  of  such 
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Banks,  the  number  and  amount  of 
depositors'  balances  on  the  20th  day 
of  November  previous  to  date  of  notice 
to  close;  the  number  and  amount  of 
accounts  so  transferred,  and  the  amount 
of  compensation,  if  any,  made  to  all  or 
any  of  the  officers  of  such  Banks;  and 
showing  in  separate  columns  the  par- 
ticulars relating  to  such  Savings  Banks 
as  have  been  closed  during  the  year ; 
and  (2)  showing  the  total  number  of 
depositors  in  Trustee  Savings  Banks 
the  total  number  of  deposits  ;  the  total 
number  of  withdrawals;  the  average 
amount  of  each  deposit  account;  the 
average  sums  paid  in  and  drawn  out ; 
and  the  total  number  of  persons  who 
have  deposited  in  single  sums  the  entire 
amount  allowed  to  be  deposited  during 
the  year  (in  continuation  of  Parliamen- 
tary Paper,  No.  270,  of  Session  1907)." 
— (JSir  Frederick  Banbury,) 

POOR  RELIEF  [(ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 
Copj'  ordered,  "  of  Statement  of  the 
amoimt  expended  by  Boards  of  Guardians 
for  Poor  Relief  during  the  half-year 
ended  Ladyday,  1908 ;  and  siroilar 
Statement  for  the  half-year  ended 
Michaelmas,  1908  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  309,  of  Session 
1907)."— (3fr.    Masterman.) 

LOCAL      TAXATION      LICENCES,    ETC., 
J1907-^ 

Ketuni  ordered,  **  of  the  amount 
received  during  the  year  ended  the  Slst 
day  of  March,  1908,  in  respect  of  each 
administrative  county  and  county 
borough  in  England  and  Wales,  for 
Local  Taxation  Licence  Duties,  and 
penalties  and  forfeitures  recovered  in 
respect  of  such  duties,  and  for  other 
duties  and  payments  which  are  directed 
to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Local  Taxation  Licence  Duties 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  298,  of  Session  1907)."— (^r.  Master- 
vt,anA 

J.OCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT,  1907-8. 
Return  ordered,  "showing  in  respect 
of  the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1908,  the  distribution  of  the 
moneys  paid  into  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
the  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Ex- 


cise) Act,  1890,  the  Finance  Act,  1894, 
and  other  Acts,  as  amended  by  the 
Finance  Act,  1907  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No,  317,  of  Session 
1907)."-^ifr.  Masterman.) 

LONDON  (EQUALISATION  OF  RATES) 
ACT,  1894  (ACCOUNTS  UNDER  SECTION 
1  (7)  OF  THE  ACT). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing,  according 
to  the  accounts  for  the  twelve  montb 
preceding  the  31st  day  of  March,  1908, 
furnished  to  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board  under  Section  1  (7)  of  the  London 
(Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894 :— (1) 
The  amounts  paid  during  the  year  out 
of  the  Equalisation  Fund  under  tha 
Act  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
London  and  each  of  the  Councils  of 
Metropolitan  Boroughs  to  whom  pay- 
ments out  of  that  fund  were  made; 
(2)  The  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred 
during  the  year  by  each  of  these  authori- 
ties :  (a)  Under  the  Public  Health 
(London)  Act,  1891  (including  expenses 
of  scavenging  streets) ;  (6)  in  respect 
of  lighting  ;  and  (c)  in  respect  of  streets 
(other  than  the  expenses  of  scavenging) ; 
and  (3)  the  amount  expended  during 
the  year  by  each  such  authority  out  of 
the  sums  received  by  them  under  the 
Act  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  318,  of  Session  1907).'  — 
{Mr.  Masterman.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Keduotion  in  Hours  of  Spinners  of 

American  Cotton. 
Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester),:  To 
ask  the  President  of  tie  Board  of  Trade 
if  the  108 J  hours  reduction  of  time  to  be 
worked  by  spinners  of  American  cotton 
in  seven  weeks  will  be  shown  in  the 
monthly  Uneraplo)'ment  Beturns  as 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and,  if  not, 
can  he  state  what  is  the  perentage  of 
lessened  employment  in  the  trades 
afEected  represented  by  the  reduction  in 
question. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Churchilt).  Neither 
short  time  nor  overtime  is  taken  into 
accoimt  in  the  monthly  Returns  as  to  the 
proportion    of    trade    unionists    unem- 
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cotton  directly  afiected  by  the  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  the  working  of  short 
time  have  had  their  ordinary  weekly 
hours  reduced  by  about  28  per  cent. 
I  am  making  inquiries  as  to  the  number 
•of  persons  affected  by  the  reduction. 

Pay  of  Saltcoats  Postmen. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :    To 

ask   the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 

stAte  what  reduction  has  been  made  in 

the  salary  of  postmen  employed  at  the 

post  office,  Saltcoats,  Ayrshire,  in  conse- 

-quence  of  the  new  gradation  of   wages 

according  to  the  volume  of  work  and  the 

•cost  of  living ;     and  whether  any  such 

reduction  will  affect  those  at  present  in 

the  postal  service  at  Saltcoats  or  will 

only  apply  to  new  entrants. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,) 
In  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  the  maximum  of  the 
scale  of  pay  of  the  postmen  at  Saltcoats, 
who  are  in  Class  4,  is  23s.  a  week.  Exist- 
ing officers  are  in  no  way  affected.  They 
will  all  go  to  their  old  maximum.  The 
new  scale  applies  to  new  entrants  only. 

The  Provincial  Homes  Investment 
Company. 

Mr.  SCOTT  (Ashton-under-Lyne) :  To 
-ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
judgment  given  by  Judge  Parry  in  the 
3Ianchester  County  Coiirt  on  16th  Ju 
in  reference  to  the  action  against  the 
Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company, 
Limited ;  and,  if  so,  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
-companies. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Churchill,)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  judgment 
given  by  Judge  Parry  in  the  Manchester 
County  Court  on  16th  July  in  an  action 
brought  against  the  Provincial  Homes 
Investment  Company,  Limited.  The 
question  of  these  house -purchase  com- 
panies is  at  the  present  time  engaging 
my  attention,  but  the  matter  requires 
further  consideration  before  I  can  tell 
my  hon.  friend  what  action  I  propose  to 
take  with  regard  to  them. 

Fatal  Aeoidents  caused  by  Hotor 

Omnibuses. 
Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Mile  End) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
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for  the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  two  fatal  motor-bus  accidents 
have  taken  place  in  the  Mile  End  Road 
since  Friday ;  and  whether  he  can 
instruct  the  police  to  avoid  the  continu- 
ance of  this  danger  by  more  carefully 
controlling  the  motor-bus  traffic. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone), 
A  fatal  accident  occurred  in  the  Mile  End 
Road  on  the  17th  instant,  when,  owing 
to  the  skidding  of  his  bicycle,  a  man  was 
thrown  beneath  the  wheels  of  a  motor 
omnibus.  In  this  case  the  coroner's 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  accidental 
death  and  entirely  exonerated  the  driver. 
On  the  18th  instant  a  man  fell  beneath 
the  wheels  of  a  motor  omnibus  in  the 
Mile  End  Road  and  was  killed.  The 
coroner's  inquest  has  yet  to  be  held. 
The  police  are  paying  special  attention 
to  omnibus  traffic  in  the  East  End,  but 
I  am  advised  that  no  police  precautions 
could  have  averted  these  accidents. 

Beduotion  of  British  Oarrisons  Overseas 
Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holdemess) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  circumstances 
have  occurred  since  Monday,  29th  June, 
involving  a  substantial  reduction  of 
British  garrisons  overseas  to  the  extent 
of  four  battalions  of  infantry  and  one 
regiment  of  cavalry. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane), 
The  hon.  Member's  Question  is  not 
understood.  The  decision  to  reduce  the 
South  African  garrison  by  one  regiment 
of  cavalry  and  four  battalions  of  infantry 
was  fully  explained  in  the  Memorandum 
on  Army  Estimates  presented  to  the 
House  in  February. 

Chinese  Labourers  Bepatriated. 
Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.)  : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  what  is  the  total  number 
of  Chinese  indentured  labourers  repatri- 
ated from  the  Transvaal  up  to  30th  June 
of  this  year ;  and  what  is  estimated  to 
be  the  number  that  will  remain  after 
30th  June,  1909. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely),  The 
number  repatriated  up  to  30th  June  of 
this  year  must  be  about  40,000,  and 
under    the    repatriation    arrancernents 
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made  by  the  Transvaal  Oovemment, 
abont  5,000  may  be  expected  to  remain 
for  repatriation  about  SOth  Jime,  1909, 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  give  exact  figures 
without  consulting  the  Transvaal  Gov- 
ernment. 


Qwfiions, 


East  African  Protectorate  Kules. 
Sir  C.  hill  (Shrewsbury) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  rules  printed  on 
page  28  of  the  recent  correspondence 
relating  to  affairs  in  the  East  African 
Protectorate  [Cd.  4122]  are  the  rules 
referred  to  on  page  1  of  that  Paper. ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  a  copy  of  those 
rules  can  be  placed  in  the  Library  of  the 
House. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Sedy,)  The  rules 
printed  on  page  28  of  Cd.  4122  are  the 
rules  referred  to  on  page  1  of  that  Paper. 

African  Protectorate— Ordinances. 

Sir  C.  hill  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  a  copy  of 
the  complete  Ordinances  relating  to  the 
East  Africa,  Uganda,  Nyasaland,  and 
Somaliland  Protectorates  up  to  30th 
June,  1908,  can  be  placed  in  the  Library 
of  the  House. 

^  (Anstoered  by  Colonel  Sedy,)  I  will 
inquire,  and,  if  (as  I  gather  from  the  hon. 
Member's  Question)  the  sets  now  in  the 
Library  of  the  House  are  incomplete,  I 
will  have  them  completed. 

Seoruiting  of  Native  Labour  for  East 
African  Protectorate. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire, 
N.R. ,  Thirsk) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state 
on  what  grounds  the  Report  of  the  Board 
appointed  on  24th  March  to  consider 
the  terms  under  which  labour  should  be 
recruited  by  the  Government  and  to 
inquire  into  the  conditions  of  the  labour 
supply,  has  not  been  published  with  the 
other  correspondence  relating  to  affairs 
in  the  East  African  Protectorate  ;  and 
whether  he  will  present  the  Paper  to 
Parliament  as  soon  as  possible,  seeing 
that  it  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  Papers 
already  presented. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely.)  The  Re- 
port in  question  was  not  included  in  the 


Papers  recently  presented  to  Parliament 
because  it  was  only  received  on  12th 
June,  and,  as  stated  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  Lord  Crewe's  despatch  of  that  date, 
his  Lordship  wished  to  take  time  to  con- 
sider the  questions  connected  with  the 
'^mplojmient  of  native  labourers.  It  will 
be  included  among  other  Papers  which 
will  be  presented  to  Parliament  as  soon  as^ 
possible. 

Ctovemment  Audit  Work. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurj 
why  the  authorities  of  the  Exchequer 
and  Audit  Department  refuse  to  state 
whether  the  nominated  members  of  the 
old  Colonial  Audit  Branch  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department  had  to 
undergo  any  educational  test  before 
being  admitted  to  the  branch. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  the 
present  system  of  auditing  the  Iridi 
Public  Accounts  in  London  causes  dupli- 
cation of  work  and  waste  of  public 
money,  and  that  Ireland  loses  £10,000  per 
annum  by  having  this  Irish  work  done 
in  London,  he  will  further  consider 
the  advisability  of  having  this  Irish  work 
done  in  Ireland. 


Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  with  reference  to 
the  recent  amalgamation  of  the  old 
Colonial  Audit  Branch  with  the  main 
establishment  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department,  he  will  say  if  up  to 
that  time  there  was  any  case  in  wffich 
three  men  or  more  were  simultaneously 
granted  certificates  imder  Clause  MI.  of 
the  Order  in  Council  of  4th  June,  1870 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  introduce  them 
into  a  department  on  a  permanent 
footing,  but  with  higher  emoluments  than 
existing  officials  of  the  same  rank  ajid 
service  who  were  employed  on  the  same 
duties,  and  who  enteredthe  Civil  Service 
by  open  competition. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  replies  which  have 
been  given  to  the  hon.  Member  on  these 
three  Questions. 
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OtapoIiorT  Betirement  of  Kiis  Bradley 
mm  fha  Foit  Oftoe. 

Mr.  field  :    To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  the  compulsory  retire- 
ment of  Miss  Bradley  some  months  ago 
was  persisted  in  because  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  Post  Office  female  medical 
officer  of  minor  qualifications,  notwith- 
standing the  certificate  of  a  specialist, 
Sir  William  Gowers,  to  the  effect  that 
Hiss  Bradley's   ailment   was   amenable 
to  treatment  and  that  she  would  probably 
become  quite  well  again  by  carrying  out 
lus  prescription  ;    whether  Miss  Bradley 
pieced    for    an    independent    medical 
examination  by  a  doctor  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Post  Office  ;    and,  if  so,  why  her 
request  was  not  acceded  to  ;  and,  seeing 
that  Miss  Bradley^s  sick  leave  during  the 
last  five  years  was  not  abnormal  and  that 
she  is  now  quite  well  again,  will  he  take 
steps  to    reinstate   her   in   her   former 
employment,  as  is  usually  done  in  the 
case  of   male    Civil   servants    similarly 

ntnated. 

f. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  information 
which  I  gave  to  my  hon.  friend  by  letter 
npon  this  subject  in  April  last.  I  must 
express  my  great  regret  that  a  deprecia- 
tory opinion  should  be  expressed  in  this 
public  manner  of  a  lady  medical  officer 
whose  high  medical  skill  and  attainments 
are  no  less  obvious  to  those  who  know 
her  than  her  natural  kindliness  to  those 
members  of  the  staff  who  become  her 
patients. 

Illegal  Trawling  in  Scotch  Waters. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  last  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  shows  that 
last  year  twenty-six  cases  of  illegal 
trawling  off  the  coast  of  Scotland  were 
detected  by  fishermen,  will  he  state  the 
iiame  of  each  vessel  thus  detected,  the 
waters  in  which  she  was  engaged,  and  the 
result  of  the  prosecution  in  each  case. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  may 
refer  my  hon.  friend  for  detailed  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cases  of  illegal  trawling 
detected  by  fishermen  to  Appendix  L., 
No.  11,  pp.  221-36  of  the  Board's  Report. 


Disorderly  Seamen  on  Steamer  **  ClauL" 
Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  alleged  insubordina- 
tion of  certain  Chinese  seamen  on  board 
of  the  British  steamer  "  Clam  "  at  the 
port  of  South  Shields  on  8th  July,  when 
three  Chinese  firemen  of  this  vessel  were 
charged  with  assaulting  the  serang ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  a  previous 
voyage  sixteen  Chinese  seamen  were 
sent  to  prison  from  this  same  steamer ; 
and  whether  he  will  order  inquiries  to  be 
made  as  to  the  causes  of  the  frequent 
outbreaks  on  this  vessel. 

( Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill. )  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  prosecution 
and  conviction  at  South  Shields  of  three 
Chinese  firemen  belonging  to  the  ss.  • 
'*  Clam  ''  for  assaulting  the  serang,  and  I 
am  also  informed  that  seventeen  China- 
men who  were  members  of  the  crew  of 
this  steamship  were  sentenced  to  one 
month's  imprisonment  at  Dartmouth  in 
April  last.  I  understand  from  the  owners 
that  previously  to  these  two  cases  no 
trouble  was  experienced  with  the  crew 
of  the  vessel.  I  am  not  advised  that  an 
investigation  is  necessary  upon  the  facts 
before  me. 

Expenditure  on  Tobacco  per  Head  in 
England  and  Oermany. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  what  is  the  annual 
average  expenditure  on  tobacco  among 
the  working  classes  of  London  and  Berlin 
earning  various  weekly  incomes. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Churchill,)  I  regret 
that  I  am  imable  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
the  information  he  desires. 

Tube  Railways— Fire  Precautions. 
Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  in  view  of  the  risk 
of  suffocation  of  passengers  in  the  tube 
railways  of  London  should  the  wooden 
sleepers  by  any  accident  become  ignited, 
will  he  communicate  with  the  various 
companies  on  the  subject. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churahill.)  The 
Board  of  Trade  propose  to  await  the 
Report  of  the  inquiry  of  Colonel  Yorke 
and  Mr.  Trotter  inj^j^i^l^j^  recent  fire  on 
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the  City  and  South  London  Railway 
before  conflidering  what  action,  if  any, 
is  necessary  with  regard  to  this  and 
kindred  matters. 

Cenioi  of  Production  Act  Betums. 
Mb.  W.  BENN  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  in  view 
of  the  complicated  nature  of  some  of 
the  questions  issued  to  manufacturers 
under  the  Census  of  Production  Act, 
and  the  practical  impossibility  of  answer- 
ing them  correctly,  any  modifications 
in  the  forms  issued  under  that  Act  are 
possible. 

(Armoered  by  Mr.  Churchill,)  The 
general  form  of  the  questions  issued  to 
manufacturers  is,  to  some  extent,  deter- 
mined by  the  provisions  of  the  Act  itself. 
The  forms  for  particular  trades  have 
been  in  every  case  prepared  after  con- 
sultation either  with  special  advisory 
committees  or  with  important  firms 
engaged  in  the  trade.  Where,  however, 
any  difficulty  arises  my  Department 
will  always  be  prepared  to  consider 
the  special  circumstances  of  the  case. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  afiord  my  hon.  friend 
any  further  information  and  assistance 
in  my  power  if  he  will  call  at  the  Board 
of  Trade. 

The  Imprisoned  Suflhtgiits. 
Mr.  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Miss  Florence  Haig  and  Miss 
Joachim  were  sentenced  on  1st  July 
last  for  an  offence  committed  for  political 
reasons,  he  mil  advise  their  transfer 
from  the  second  to  the  first  division 
for  the  remainder  of  their  term  of  three 
months  imprisonment ;  and  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  legal 
decision  of  1891,  quoted  in  Pitt  Cobbett's 
**  Leading  Cases  on  International  Law,'* 
page  36. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  interference 
on  behalf  of  these  ladies,  who  can  bring 
their  terms  of  imprisonment  to  an  end 
at  any  moment,  and,  as  I  have  already 
said,  I  think  it  would  be  unconstitutional 
for  me  to  advise  the  use  of  the  Royal 
prerogative  for  this  purpose.     The  deci- 
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sion  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  related 
to  offences  "  of  a  political  character " 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Extradition 
Act  of  1870,  and  has  no  bearing  upon 
the  prison  treatment  of  persons  sentenced 
in  respect  of  offences  committed  in  this 
country. 

Sale  of  Estate  of  Sir  Arthur  Wallace. 

Mb.  C.  MACVEIGH  (Donegal,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  die  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  tliat 
the  tenants  on  the  estate  of  Sir  Arthur 
Wallace,  situated  at  Drumbologue,  East 
Donegal,  signed  purchase  agreements 
in  March  last  and  lodged  diem  with 
the  Estates  Comm^ioners  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  they  and  their  landlord 
now  desire  that  the  sale  of  the  Drum- 
bologue and  Ramelton  portion  of  the 
estate  should  be  treated  as  one  trans- 
action, the  title  being  the  sante  and  all 
the  proofs  furnished  in  the  Rametton 
part,  the  sale  of  which  is  about  to  be 
completed,  apply  to  both  ;  and  whether 
seeing  that  the  Drumbologue  tenants 
live  in  a  poor  congested  district  and 
the  saving  of  expense  to  theln  and  the 
advantage  they  will  have  in  the  immeaiate 
reduction  of  their  annual  payments,  he 
will  direct  the  Commissioners  to  deal 
with  the  two  portions  of  the  estate  as 
one. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  I  refer 
to  my  Answer  to  the  hon.  Member's 
previous  Question  of  13th  July.  The 
Estates  Commissioners  cannot,  in  fairness 
to  other  vendors  and  purchasers,  deal 
with  the  agreements  referred  to  in  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  out  of  the 
proper  order  of  priority. 

Orant  for  Mrs.  Bheehy  of  Raheen. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.):  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
can  say  whether  Mrs.  Margaret  Sheehy, 
of  Raheen,  Croagh,  in  the  county  of 
Limerick,  evicted  tenant,  has  yet  ob- 
tained a  grant  from  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  help  her  to  work  the  evicted 
farm  in  which  she  has  been  reinstated. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BxrreU.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  decided  not 
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to  mckke  any  grant  in  this  case,  as  they 
are  of  opinion  tliat  Mrs.  Slieehy  already 
possesses  sufficient  live  stock. 

Orant  for  James  Beardon  of  Bathkeale. 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  whether 
James  Reardon,  of  Blossom  Hill,  Rath- 
keale,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  has 
yet  got  a  grant  to  help  him  to  work  the 
holding  in  which  he  has  been  reinstated. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  This 
case  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Estates  Com:- 
missioners'  inspector,  and  until  they 
have  received  his  Report  they  cannot 
say  whether  or  not  they  will  make  any 
grant  in  the  case. 

Evicted  Tenants— Cases  of 
Krs.  O'Shaughnessy  and  Hrs.  Hayes. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  whether 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  taken 
any  action  recently  to  have  Mrs. 
O'Shaughnessy  and  Mrs.  Hayes,  both 
of  Aughanish  Island,  in  the  county  of 
Limerick,  evicted  tenants  on  the  property 
of  Lane  Joynt,  reinstated ;  and  if  he 
can  say  what  objections  they  have  to 
put  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  into 
operation  in  these  cases,  seeing  that  the 
land  is  in  the  landlord's  hands. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  As  the 
hon.  Member  has  already  been  informed, 
the  Estates  Commissioners'  ofier  for  the 
two  evicted  farms  in  this  case  was  re- 
fused. The  owner,  however,  has  now, 
at  the  Commissioners'  request,  instituted 
formal  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the 
entire  estate  to  them,  and,  if  they  acquire 
the  property,  they  will  deal  with  the 
question  of  reinstating  the  evicted  tenants 
named. 

Beinstatement  of  Ifn.  Hary  Eagan. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  will  explain  the  cause  of  dela}^  in 
the  reinstatement  of  Mrs.  Mary  Eagan, 
in  her  former  holding  at  Caherduggan, 
on  the  Nason  estate,  County  Cork,  seeing 
tiiat  the  landlord  has  accepted  the  offer 
of  purchase  made  by  the  Estates  Com- 
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missioners ;  and  when  do  the  Commis- 
sioners expect  to  be  in  a  position  to  com- 
plete the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  I  refer  to 
my  Answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  previous 
Question  of  11th  February.  The  owner 
has  since  instituted  proceedings  for  the 
sale  to  the  Estates  Commissioners  of  the 
evicted  farms  in  question,  and  as  soon  as 
the  Commissioners  receive  possession 
the  evicted  tenants  will  be  restored. 

Case  of  Daniel  Dorgan. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lard-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  whether 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  had 
the  case  of  Daniel  Dorgan,  an  evicted 
tenant  on  the  Madden  estate,  Mallow, 
County  Cork,  under  their  consideration  ; 
and  if  his  reinstatement  has  been  decided 
upon. 

(Ansu^ered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  have  inquired  into 
the  application  of  the  evicted  tenant  in 
this  case,  and  have  decided  to  take  it  into 
consideration  in  connection  with  the 
allotment  of  any  untenanted  land  which 
they  may  acquire  in  the  localitv. 

Territorial  Army  Ouartermaster 
Sergeants. 

Mr.  scares  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  recent  order  with  regard 
to  quartermaster-sergeants  who  have 
joined  the  Territorial  Army  has  yet  been 
reconsidered ;  and  whether  those  men 
are  to  be  allowed  to  retain  the  rank  they 
formerly  enjoyed  in  the  Volunteers. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaUane.) 
This  question  is  still  under  consideration* 
but  will,  I  hope,  be  settled  very  shortly. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Admiralty  China  and  Earthenware 
Contracts. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  if  he  will  give  the  number 
of  the  manufacturers  on  the  Admiralty 
list  for  the  supply  of  china  and  earthen- 
ware ;  are  the  tenders  for  these  goods 
called  for  annually,  and,  if  so,  when,  or 
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are  they  ordered  for  each  warship  on 
fitting  out ;  what  firms  on  the  list  were 
asked  to  tender  for  the  last  yearly  pur- 
chase or  the  last  first  class  battleship  com- 
pleted ;  which  of  these  firms  actually 
tendered;  had  one  particular  manu- 
facturer's sample  moulds  to  be  worked 
to ;  and  is  there  any  reason  to  believe 
that  the  special  sample  used  restricted 
competition.  # 

The  first  LORD  or  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.) :  There  are  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
firms  who  quote  for  the  bulk  of  the 
articles  of  this  nature.  The  articles  of 
china  and  earthenware  in  the  naval 
service  differ  considerably  in  quality 
for  various  services,  and  are  divided 
into  four  groups.  The  contracts  for 
three  of  the  groups  are  made  as  a  rule 
once  in  four  or  five  years.  For  the 
fourth  group,  the  contract  is  made 
annually,  as  the  requirements  are  large. 
For  three  of  the  groups,  all  the  firms  on 
the  list  were  asked  to  tender.  For  one 
of  the  groups  of  special  quality,  only 
five  firms  were  invited  to  tender.  Gener- 
ally speaking,  the  usual  large  proportion 
of  firais  have  responded  to  the  invita- 
tions to  tender.  One  of  the  five  firms 
stated  that  they  were  unable  to  quote 
to  Admiralty  patterns.  Otherwise,  no 
suggestion  of  restriction  of  competition 
has  been  made.  The  Admiralty  ex- 
hibits patterns,  but  firms  make  their 
own  moulds  to  correspond  therewith. 
One  of  the  reasons  for  making  contracts 
over  a  period  of  years  is  to  enable  firms 
to  recoup  themselves  for  any  outlay  on 
moulds.  The  patterns  of  one  firm  may 
be  as  good  as  those  of  another,  but 
uniformity  of  pattern  in  this  instance 
is  necessary  for  the  naval  service  to 
prevent  odd  sizes  and  descriptions  of 
officers'  table-ware  in  use.  Replace- 
ments have  to  be  made  over  the  world, 
and  the  keeping  of  separate  stocks  of 
various  patterns  is  not  economical  or 
convenient  in  the  circumstances  stated. 
There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  making 
the  Admiralty  pattern. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  Nelson  was  very  fond  of  porcelain  and 
had  a  special  penchant  for  Wedgwood  ? 

[^[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


V&val  OAeen  and  Company 
Direetorthipt. 
Mr.  H.  C.  LEA  (St.  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  an 
assurance  that  the  Eling's  Regulations 
will  be  altered  so  as  to  forbid  any  officer 
or  man  in  the  British  Navy  engaging  in 
business. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :    No,  Sir. 

Mr.  H.  C.  LEA:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  at  Somerset  House 
the  registered  address  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  firm  of  J.  H.  Andrew  &  Co.  (Ltd.)  is 
given  as  "  H.M.  Battleship  King  Edward 
VII.,  the  Channel  Fleet "  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  My  hon.  friend 
asked  me  that  Question  the  other  day, 
and  I  think  I  have  replied  to  it. 

Mr.  H.  C.  LEA:  Is  the  House  to 
assume  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  con- 
sider it  is  conducive  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  taxpayers  of  the  country  that 
naval  officers  should  engage  in  business  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  My  hon.  friend 
asked  me  whether  I  proposed  to  make 
any  change  in  the  King's  Regulations  so 
as  to  forbid  any  officer  or  man  in  the 
British  Navy  engaging  in  business.  The 
Board  of  Admiralty  do  not  propose  to 
make  any  change. 

Mr.  H.  C.  LEA :  Are  we  to  assume 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  consider  it 
conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Navy  that  officers  on  full  pay  should 
engage  in  business  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Question  was  as  to  any  officer  or 
man.     That  Question  I  have  answered. 

Mr.  H.  C.  I4EA  :  I  will  alter  my 
Question  to  make  it  refer  to  any  officer 
on  full  pay. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  When  my  hon. 
friend  has  altered  his  Question,  I  may 
give  him  an  altered  Answer. 

Cadet  Examination  Papers. 
Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
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whether  hifl  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  unsuitable  character  of  some  of  the 
papers  set  for  boys  under  thirteen  years 
of  age  who  are  nominated  for  cadetships 
at  Osborne ;  and  what  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  HcEENNA  :  The  papers  set  to 
the  boys  selected  for  the  qualifying 
examination  for  entry  to  Osborne  are 
prepared  by  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
Examinations  Board.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Admiralty,  there  is  nothing  to 
warrant  the  suggestion  that  they  are  of 
an  unsuitable  character. 

Mr.  FLTNN  (Cork,  N.)  asked  if  one 
question  put  to  a  boy  was  not  to  de- 
scribe the  character  aiid  appearance  of 
the  lady  who  would  make  the  best  wife 
for  a  man. 

Mr.  McEJSNNA  was  understood  to 
reply  that  tiiat  was  not  a  question  set  for 
boys  nominated  for  cadetships.  It  was 
a  question  set  for  an  essay  as  to  what 
would  be  the  proper  line  of  conduct  at  an 
interview. 

Woolwieh  Common. 

Mb.  crooks  (Woolwich):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  War  Office  intend  to  enclose 
for  their  exclusive  use  about  twenty 
acres  of  Woolwich  Common,  which  is 
m  the  parish  of  Charlton,  in  addition 
to  the  two  acres  which  he  proposes  to 
take  for  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
officers'  quarters. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  It 
is  intended  to  fence  in  a  piece  of  land 
adjoining  the  Royal  Military  Academy 
and  containing  about  eighteen  acres. 
This  land  is  required  for  the  training 
of  the  increased  number  of  cadets  at 
the  Royal  Iffilitary  Academy  and  for 
affording  the  necessary  facilities  for  the 
driU  and  recreation  of  the  Cadets. 


'Mb.  CROOKS:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  of  the  extreme  local 
feeling  there  is  about  this,  and  is  it  not 
likely  to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  law  if 
it  is  put  into  operation  ? 


Mb.  HALDANE:  I  do  not  think 
so.  The  land  was  purchased  by  the 
War  Office,  and  we  have  always  done 
our  utmost  to  make  ourselves  agreeable 
to  the  public. 

Mb.  KBIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  TydvU): 
Is  not  this  conmion  land  1  Have  the 
rights  of  the  commoners  been  considered  1 

Mb.   HALDANE:  The   conmioners 

have  no  rights  at  all.  AH  that  was  very 

carefully   considered  when    we   bought 
the  land. 

Mb.  CROOKS:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prepared  to  receive  a  depu- 
tation of  the  borough  council,  seeing 
that  there  are  rights  of  which  the  War 
Office  does  not  appear  to  be  aware  ? 

Mb.  HALDANE:  If  the  borough 
council  will  come  provided  with  timds 
to  make  good  to  the  War  Office  any  loss 
they  may  sustain,  I  am  always  prepared 
to  consider  a  good  pecuniary  bargain. 

Mb.  CROOKS:  Is  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  aware  that  the  public  have 
had  undisputed  rights  over  this  land  for 
104  years  ? 

Mb.  HALDANE  :  I  am  advised  that 
the  War  Office  has  a  perfect  title  to  the 
land. 

Shoeburyness  Ranges. 

Mb.  WEDGWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  pur- 
chase price  was  paid  for  1,760  acres  of 
foreshore  at  Shoeburyness,  purchased 
in  1906  ;  what  was  this  foreshore  assessed 
at  for  rating  purposes  before  the  pur- 
chase ;  who  was  the  owner  of  the  land ; 
and  who  at  the  War  Office  was  responsi- 
ble for  concluding  the  bargsin  at  this 
price. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  the  annual  cost  to 
this  country  is  in  respect  of  the  supply 
of  water  to  the  barracks  at  Standerton  ; 
how  long  this  charge  is  to  continue ; 
will  it  continue  if  there  are  no  troops 
there ;  who  is  responsible  for  making 
this  contract ;  and  what  notice  has  been 
taken  of  his  action.  /    r\r\nli> 
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Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  must  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Public  Accoimts  Committee  which 
will  shortly  be  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members,  and  as  regards  Question  64 
also  to  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  in  1907. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  May  I  ask 
whether  the  names  of  the  persons  from 
whom  this  land  was  bought  appears 
in  the  evidence  ?  Is  the  action  of  the 
War  Office  on  this  scandal  as  reported 
in  the  evidence  defended  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  heard  my  Answer  two  days  ago, 
he  would  have  known  that  this  occurred 
before  I  came  into  office.  But  I  have 
looked  into  the  matter  and  I  find  that  the 
action  taken  was  most  reasonable,  and  it 
resulted  in  a  saving  of  many  thousands 
of  pounds  to  the  War  Office,  as  not  a 
shadow  of  a  title  could  be  set  out  for 
the  Woods  and  Forests  Det)artment. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  But  the  property 
was  purchased  not  from  the  Woods  and 
Forests  Department  but  from  a  private 
owner. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Yes,  and  as  far  as 
I  can  see  the  private  owner  had  a  perfect 
right  which  the  Woods  and  Forests 
Department  refused  to  contest.  We 
were  advised  that  if  it  had  been  con- 
tested we  should  have  been  landed  into 
an  expensive  law  suit  and  probably  have 
been  defeated. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  stated  what  the 
foreshore  was  assessed  at  for  rating 
purposes  before  the  purchase  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  daresay  it  was 
something  very  small,  but  then  what 
use  can  be  made  of  land  of  that  kind  ? 
We,  however,  had  to  get  more  land  for 
artillery  practice,  and  it  was  well  worth 
our  while  paying  the  comparatively  small 
sum  that  was  asked  for  it. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:   I 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :     Order,  order.    It ' 
is  now  a  quarter  to  four.  I 


Oovemment  Pnndiatet  and  IndiaOi 
Industries. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
what,  results  proceeded  from  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  committee  by  the  Government 
of  India  in  1906  to  ascertain  by  local 
inquiry  in  what  manner  greater  en- 
couragement might  be  given  to  Indian, 
industries  in  the  purchase  of  Government 
stores. 

TheUNDERSECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan,  Perthshire, 
E.)  :  The  question  is  at  present  under 
consideration  by  the  Secretary  of  Stat€. 

Jasdan  and  Limbdi  States. 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  can  give  the  House  any  informatiou 
regarding  the  succession  to  the  Limbdi 
and  Jasdan  State  and  estate  in  Kathiwar, 
the  action  in  regard  to  which  of  the 
Government  of  India  has  given  rise 
to  complaint  on  the  part  of  claimants. 

Mr.    BUCHANAN:    As   regards   the- 

Jasdan   succession   I  have   nothing   Uy 

add  to  the  very  full  Answer  I  gave  on 

the    subject    on    the    8th    instant.     As 

regards  the  Limbdi  succession,  the  late^ 

Thakore   died,   leaving  no   heir,   either 

direct    or    adopted.    In    these    circum* 

stances  the   Government   of   India,   on. 

I  a  full  consideration  of  the  claims  of  all 

I  the  candidates  to  the  Gadi,  have  selected 

Dolat  Sinji  to  succeed.     It  is  open  to 

I  any  of  the  claimants  to  memorialise  the 

I  Secretary  of  State  against  the  decisiou 

'  in  accordance  with  the  rules  governing 

1  petitions  in  such  matters.    Any  memorial 

I  that  may  be   received   will,   of  course^ 

'  receive  the  fullest  consideration. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  Has  none  been  received  I 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  :   I  believe  not. 

Kankinara  Bomb  Outrage. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  India  Office  has  any  fresh  informa- 
tion concerning  the  three  Europeans 
who  were  the  victims  of  the  recent 
bomb  outrage  at  Kankinara ;  and 
whether  the  perpetrator  has  been  amsted. 
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Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  received  no  further  official 
information  since  30th  June,  when  I 
answered  a  question  on  this  subject. 

Trinidad  Dock  and  Eng^ineering 
Company. 
Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  is  yet  in 
a  position  to  report  as  to  the  proceedings 
re  the  appointment  of  a  Government 
director  in  connection  with  the  Trinidad 
Dock  and  Engineering  Company,  Limited, 
at  a  salary  of  £250  per  annum ;  and, 
if  so,  can  he  state  what  action  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  take  with  a  view  to 
complying  with  the  wishes  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  petition  signed  b> 
about  6,000  residents  of  Port-of-Spain 
against  the  said  appointment. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seelt,  Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  addressing  a  despatch 
to  the  officer  administering  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  Trinidad  on  the  subject  of  the 
representations  of  the  unofficial  members 
of  the  legislative  council  with  regard 
to  the  appointment  referred  to.  Until 
the  despatch  has  reached  the  colony, 
and  been  published  there  he  would 
prefer  not  to  anticipate  it  by  any  state- 
ment in  this  House. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  :  When  was  the 
despatch  sent  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :  It  will  very  soon 
reach  the  colony  where,  of  course,  it 
win  have  to  be  considered. 

Diniznlu's  Salary. 
Mr  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Lei- 
cester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  any 
agreement  has  now  been  reached  between 
His  Majesty  s  Government  and  the  Natal 
l&nistry  regarding  the  payment  of  Dini- 
znlu's salary. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  No,  Sir.  I  regret 
that  no  agreement  has  so  far  been  arrived 
at.  I  made  the  position  of  His  Majesty  s 
Government  clear  in  answer  to  a  Question 
yesterday,  and  correspondence  will  very 
shortly  be  laid. 


Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  :  May 
we  assume  that,  agreement  or  no  agree- 
ment, Dinizulu  will  get  his  salary  ? 

Colonel  SEELY:  Yes,  Sir;  the 
view  of  the  Government  is  that  one 
side  or  the  other  is  honourably  boimd 
to  pay  this  money,  and,  in  view  of  the 
poverty  of  the  prisoner.  His  Majesty  s 
Government  have  decided  to  pay  th& 
money  forthwith.  The  question  of  the 
aUocation  of  the  sum  has  yet  to  be 
decided. 

Liquor  Traffie  in  Southern  Higeria. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon- 
shire, Honiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
steps  the  Government  are  taking  as  to 
the  inquiry  into  the  liquor  traffic  in 
Southern  Nigeria,  suggested  by  ther 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 
the  deputation  from  the  Native  Races- 
Committee  on  7th  July. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  in  communication  with  the 
Committee  as  to  the  inquiry,  and  in  a 
letter,  dated  the  18th  instant,  has  in- 
vited their  suggestions  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  should  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  BELLOC  (Salford,  S.) :  Will  any 
attempt  be  made  to  discover  and  publish 
the  names  of  those  who  profit  by  this 
trade? 

Colonel  SEELY  asked  for  notice  of 
the  Question. 

Federated  Malay  States^-Sevenue 

Statistics. 
Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  was  the  revenue 
during  the  last  financial  year  for  which 
the  Colonial  Office  had  Reports  from  land,, 
tin  mines,  gambling  farms,  and  opium,, 
respectively,  in  each  of  the  Federated 
Malay  States. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  latest  figures 
available  are  those  for  1906.  The^ 
are  :— Land  :  Perak,  $467,268  ;  Selangor, 
$324,910.56  ;  Negri  Sembilan,  $168,250 ; 
Pahang,  $78,330.  Tin  :  Perak,  $5,433,709 ; 
Selangor,  $3,357,0§3.^;^^^^egri  Sembilan, 
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$969,193;  Pahang,  $276,672.  Opium: 
Perak,  $1,538,089 ;  Selangor,  $944,516 ; 
Negri  Sembilan,  $372,282.  I  cannot 
specify  the  opium  revenue  in  Pahang 
as  the  opium  farm  is  let  in  conjunction 
with  other  farms.  For  the  same  reason, 
as  I  am  explaining  in  answer  to  my 
hon.  friend's  other  Questions.  I  cannot 
give  the  amount  of  the  revenue  derived 
bom  gaming  in  any  of  the  States. 

Mb.  LATDLAW  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  the  Federated  Malay  States  have  no 
public  debt,  have  large  accumulated 
reserve  funds,  and  have  sufficient  revenue 
from  other  sources  than  gaming  licences 
to  meet  current  expenditure. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  My  hon.  friend's 
information  is  correct. 

Children  in  Gaming  and  Opium  Dens. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  he  is  aware  that  children  of  the  age 
of  from  eleven  to  sixteen  years  frequent 
the  gaming  and  opium-dens  in  Kuala 
Lumpur  and  Ipoh  ;  and  if  he  will  take 
steps  to  have  the  regulations  against 
the  admission  of  children  more  rigorously 
<;arried  out. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  regulations  are 
being  infringed  ;  but  if  my  hon.  friend 
will  supply  me  with  any  evidence  to  show 
that  this  is  the  case,  inquiries  will  be 
addressed  to  the  High  Commissioner. 

Suppression  of  Licensed  Oambling  in  the 
Malay  States. 
Mr.  LAIDLAW:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if,  in  view  of  the  desire  amongst  the 
better-class  Chinese,  and  the  ruin  caused 
to  numbers  of  their  poorer  fellow-country- 
men, he  will  consider  the  question  of 
refusing  to  sanction  the  continuance 
K)f  the  licensed  gambling  system  after 
thepresent  leases  expire. 
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right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  3rd  December,  1906. 
While  desirous  of  ultimately  putting  an 
end  to  the  system,  the  Secretary  <^Aate 
agrees  with  his  predecessor  t^t  pieci- 
pitate  action  would  do  more  harm  than 
good. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Cokndes 
what  curtailment  has  been  made  in  the 
area  in  which  gambling  licences  aie  issoed 
in  the  Federated  Malay  States,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  statement  made  by  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oobnies 
in  the  House  last  year;  and  to  what 
extent  has  the  revenue  been  effected. 

Colonel  SEELY :  In  so  far  as  Perak 
and  Pahang  are  concerned,  my  infonna- 
tion  extends  only  to  the  end  of  last  year. 
Up  to  that  time  no  action  was  possible 
as  the  term  of  the  existing  farms  had  not 
expired.  In  Selangor  the  Prohibition  of 
Gktming  Enactment  was  put  into  force 
from  1st  January  last  throughout  the 
State,  except  in  some  of  the  larger  towns 
and  villages.  In  the  Negri  Sembilan  the 
Enactment  was  put  into  force  in  the 
Coast  and  Tampin  districts  on  Ist 
January,  1907,  the  result  being  a  deciease 
of  35  per  cent,  in  the  public  gaming-houses 
in  the  State.  I  am  imable  to  state  the 
effect  on  the  Revenue  as  the  gaming  farms 
are  not  let  separately  but  in  conjunction 
with  other  farms. 

Perak  and  Selangor  Oambling  Parma. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  rent  per  month  was  obtained  for 
the  gambling  farm  in  the  State  of  Perak 
for  the  three  years  term  ending  1906, 
and  for  the  restricted  area  for  the  three 
years  term  ending  1909. 


Colonel  SEELY:  I  understand 
my  hon.  friend's  Question  to  refer  to 
the  S3rstem  in  force  in  the  Federated 
Malay  States.  I  do  not  think  that  I 
can  usefully  add  anything  to  the  full 
statement  made  in  this  House  by  my 


I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  rent  per 
month  was  obtained  for  the  gambling 
farm  in  the  State  of  Selangor  for  the  two 
years  term  ending  1907,  and  for  the 
more  restricted  area  for  the  term  ending 
1909. 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  regret  that  I  am 
imable  to  give  figures  in  reply  to  these 
Questions,    as    the    gaming    farms   are 

Digitized  by  L^OOQIC 


65 


Quesiiona. 


(22  July  1908} 


Quesitons. 


86 


leased  in  conjunction  with  other  fenns 
and  not  by  themselves. 

Importg  of  Spirits  into  Southern  Vigeria. 

Mr.  LEIP  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretaij  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  state  what  percentage  of 
the  value  of  the  total  imports  into 
'Southern  Nigeria  during  each  of  the  years 
1900-1906  is  represented  by  imx>orts  of 
spirits. 

CoLONBL  SEELY:  It  has  not  been 
possible  to  make  the  calculations  asked 
for  by  my  hon.  friend  within  the  time 
available. 

British  Indians  in  HataL 
Sib  WILLIAM  BULL  (Hammersmith): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  TTnder-Secretary  of  State 
ioT  the  Colonies  whether  he  has  any 
further  information  as  to  the  progress 
of  the  two  Natal  Bills,  one  of  which 
win  deprive  lawfully  resident  British- 
Indians  of  the  right  to  acquire  new 
trading  licences,  and  the  other  of  which 
proposes  to  dispossess  established  traders 
of  their  business  licences  within  the 
next  ten  years ;  and  whether  he  will 
reassure  this  House  and  our  Indian 
fellow-subjectsj  who  are  anxiously  watch- 
ing these  proceedings,  by  an  expression 
of  his  intention  to  recommend  the  dis- 
allowance of  the  said  measures  should 
they  be  submitted  for  Imperial  sanction. 

Colonel  SEELY:  As  I  stated  in 
reply  to  a  Question  yesterday  with  regard 
to  one  of  these  Bills,  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  in  communication  with  the 
Natal  Government.  I  would  add  that 
his  representations  cover  the  other  Bill 
also,  but  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  position 
to  make  a  further  statement. 

British  Indians  in  Southern  Ehodesia. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  passing  of  the  Asiatic  Registration 
Ordinance  of  Southern  Rhodesia,  where- 
xmder  respectable  British-Indian  traders 
and  others  over  eight  years  of  age  are 
as  a  class  to  be  compelled  to  take  out 
certificates  of  registration  for  their  identi- 


fication ;  whether  the  total  Indian  popu- 
lation in  this  vast  territory  is  about 
400 ;  and  whether  he  will  recommend 
to  the  Rhodesian  (Jovemment  the  in- 
advisability  of  such  differential  legisla- 
tion. 

CoLOHEL  SEELY :  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  well  aware  of  the  objections 
which  may  be  urged  against  the  Bill, 
and  he  is  in  communication  with  the 
High  Commissioner,  who  has  been  in- 
structed not  to  assent  pending  further 
consideration,  and  the  Bill  is  not,  there- 
fore, in  operation. 

British  Indians  in  the  TransvaaL 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pnder- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal 
have  passed  a  new  Grold  Law ;  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  Sections 
127  and  128  thereof,  which  deprive 
coloured  persons  of  their  right  to  acquire 
mining  rights  and  to  reside  or  trade 
within  the  areas  of  Johannesburg,  Boks- 
bvrg,  and  Krugersdorp,  save  in  locations 
specially  set  apart ;  whether  the  term 
coloured  person  includes  British-Indians 
lawfully  resident  within  the  Colony ; 
whether  any  provision  is  made  for 
compensation  of  such  British-Indian 
merchants  and  others  who  are  to  be  thus 
deprived  of  their  existing  rights ;  and 
whether  he  will  make  friendly  represen- 
tations to  the  Government  of  the  Trans- 
vaal with  a  view  to  the  elimination  or 
modification  of  the  disabilities  above 
referred  to. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  drawn  some 
time  ago  to  the  Bill,  and  more  particularly 
to  the  clauses  referred  to,  and  he  is  already 
in  communication  with  the  Transvaal 
Government  on  the  subject.  Pending  a 
reply  from  the  Colonial  Government 
whose  attention  has  again  been  called  to 
the  question  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
make  a  statement  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
Bill. 

Dinisralu's  Trial. 
♦Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  it  is 
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now  seven  months  since  Dinizulu  was 
subjected  to  a  secret  examination  for 
offences  which  have  never  been  specifi- 
cally made  laiown  to  him ;  whether  he 
has  been  kept  in  prison  during  the  whole 
time  and  bail  refused  to  him ;  whether 
already  more  than  100  witnesses  have 
been  called  against  him ;  and  whether 
in  view  of  the  i&ct  that  he  is  a  British 
subject  towards  whom  the  Imperial 
Grovemment  has  contracted  special  ob- 
ligations, the  Secretary  of  State  will 
represent  to  the  Natal  Government  the 
desirability  of  either  putting  him  upon 
his'  trial  or  setting  him  at  liberty. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  facts  with 
regard  to  this  examination  as  far  as  they 
are  known  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  their  views  on  them  have  been 
fully  published,  and  I  need  hardly  repeat 
that  they  greatly  regret  the  protraction 
of  the  proceedings.  It  is,  however,  only 
right  to  remember  that  the  circumstances 
and  position  of  the  prisoner  necessarily 
put  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
production  of  native  evidence.  I  have 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  prolonged 
examination  is  now  coming  to  a  close. 

♦Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  Is  it  the  view 
of  the  Natal  Government,  although  they 
have  examined  100  witnesses,  that  they 
have  not  yet  sufficient  evidence  to  frame 
an  indictment  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  cannot  state  what 
the  view  of  the  Natal  Government  is. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Has  a  single  witness 
yet  been  called  for  the  defence  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :  No,  Sir.  The  ar- 
rangement is  that  all  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  are  called  first  at  the  pre- 
liminary inquiry,  and  no  witnesses  for  the 
defence  are  called  until  the  prosecution 
is  closed. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  How  many 
of  the  100  witnesses  called  for  the  pro- 
secution have  been  flogged  into  giving 
evidence  against  Dinizulu  ? 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  think  there  is 
no  evidence  that  any  of  these  100  wit- 
nesses have  been  subjected  to  pressure 
of  that  kind. 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  Has  the 
hon.  Grentleman  seen  the  statement  of 
Miss  Colenso  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :  Yes,  I  have  seen  the 
statement,  and  I  have  given  the  answer 
that  I  have  given. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington) :  Can 
the  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  the 
charge  has  been  formulated  yet  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  charges  are  not  definite,  but  that  is 
due  to  the  law  under  which  the  prosecu- 
tion is  undertaken.  It  is  only  fair  to  the 
Natal  Government  to  say  that  this  law 
was  handed  on  to  them  by  us  when  we 
gave  them  self-government. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  Has  the^ 
prisoner  had  opportunities  of  obtaining 
evidence  for  his  defence  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :    Not  yet. 

Mr.  a.  DEWAR  (Edinburgh,  S.) :  Is 
there  no  limit  to  the  time  the  accused- 
can  be  kept  in  prison  pending  trial  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  In  theory,  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  time  during  which  a. 
prisoner  can  be  kept  in  confinement  during 
the  preliminary  examination.  But  His^ 
Majesty's  Government  are  confident  that 
the  Government  of  Natal  will  see  that  it 
would  be  nothing  less  than  a  public 
scandal  if  this  native  chief  were  to  be 
detained  indefinitely  in  custody  on  un- 
defined charges. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
On  what  ground  does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
say  that  no  facilities  have  been  afforded, 
by  the  Government  of  Natal  to  Dinizulu 
for  securing  evidence  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  situation  is 
this  :  Witnesses  for  the  defence  of  Dini- 
zulu cannot  be  obtained  from  Zululand  in 
the  view  of  the  Natal  Government — which 
I  should  be  the  last  to  criticise — so  long  as- 
martial  law  continues.  The  Act  of  In- 
demnity which  is  necessary  to  conclude- 
martial  law  was  passed  yesterday  in  the 
Natal  House  of  Commons,  and  when  that 
is  assented  to  in  this  Ho^vwyM^lwill  be 
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-possible  to  get  witnesses  for  the  defence 
from  Zululand. 

Mb.  BELLOC  :  May  I  ask 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  Any 
further  Questions  must  be  put  down. 

Expenditure  on  Wales. 
♦Mb.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  what  is  estimated 
to  be  the  total  expenditure  out  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  out  of  taxes  raised  by  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  upon  purely 
Welsh  purposes  in  the  year  1908-9. 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Lloyd-Georoe,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  Materials  are  not 
available  to  enable  an  estimate  to  be 
made  of  the  proportion  of  the  expenditure 
by  Government  Departments  in  England 
and  Wales  which  is  attributable  to  Welsh 
purposes. 

*Mr.  REEP  :  Cannot  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  arrange  that  the  materials 
shall  be  available  ? 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  afraid 
it  would  be  rather  difficult. 

XTnemployed  Grant. 
Mb.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) : 
1  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates will  be  taken,  and  when  thereafter 
a  grant  will  be  made  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  Glasgow  distress  conmiittee. 

Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGE  :  The  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  will  be  taken  before 
the  rising  of  the  House  for  the  autumn 
recess.  When  the  Vote  for  expenses 
under  the  Unemployed  Workmen  Act 
becomes  available,  applications  can  be 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Boards 
to  the  Treasury  for  issues  therefrom  as 
Tequired. 

Stud  Tramway  System  in  the  Kile  End 
Eoad. 
Sib  JOHN  BENN  (Devonport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  accidents  in  the  Mile  End 
Boad,  London,  consequent  on  the  in- 
;8tallation  by  the  London  County  Council 


of  a  route  of  electric  tramways  on  the  stud 
system ;  whether  this  line  was  inspected 
by  his  Department,  and  b  he  aware  that 
the  London  County  Council  propose  to 
extend  this  system  to  other  parts  of 
London;  and  whether  the  Board  of 
Trade  can  take  stex>s  to  protect  the 
metropolis  from  the  dangers  of  such 
extension. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Mr.  Chubohill,  Dundee) :  I 
am  aware  that  some  accidents  have 
occurred  on  the  tramway  in  question 
which  was  inspected  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  before  being  opened 
experimentally  for  traffic.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  London  County  Council  to  extend 
the  use  of  the  stud  system  to  other  parts 
of  London,  and  no  such  extension  could 
be  carried  out  without  the  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Board  of  Trade  Labour  Oasette, 
Mb.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  will  state  who  is  responsible 
for  the  article  appearing  in  the  Board  of 
Trade  Labour  Gazette  for  July,  entitled 
Cost  of  Living  in  (Jerman  Towns,  which 
article  purports  to  be  a  resume  of  Paper 
Cd.  4032. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL:  The  Board  of 
Trade  are,  of  course,  responsible  for 
articles  appearing  in  their  Labour  Gazette. 

Mb.  fell  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  this  a  fair  resume 
of  the  Report  ?  Has  it  not  been  coloured 
in  order  to  support  the  case  of  free 
trade? 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
that  suggestion.  I  certainly  do  not  think 
those  in  charge  had  any  intention  of  that 
kind. 

Tenement  Dwellings  in  London  and 
Berlin. 

Mb.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  'fiade  whether  he  can 
state  the  average  cubical  space  of  two, 
three,  and  four-room  tenement  dwellings 
in  London  and  Berlin  such  as  are  com- 
monly used  by  the  woi^t^^^sses  in 
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in  houses  the   sanitation    of   which  is- 
perfect  ? 


Mb.  CHURCHILL:  I  am  not  able 
with  the  information  in  my  possession 
to  add  to  the  general  statement  on  page 
XL.  of  the  Report. 

Fenton  (Staffs)  Vaednation  Case. 
Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincohishire,  Sleaford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  death  of  John  Gallimore,  44, 
Hulse  Street,  Fenton,  Staffordshire, 
which  occurred  on  19th  December,  1906, 
was  certified  to  be  due  to  vaccination ; 
whether  the  case  has  recently  been 
inquired  into  by  a  medical  inspector  of 
the  Local  Government  Board ;  whether 
a  copy  of  the  Report  drawn  up  by  the 
latter  is  available  for  the  information 
of  the  House ;  and  whether  the  con- 
clusions arrived  at  by  the  medical  in- 
spector wer^  the  same  as  those  of  the 
public  vaccinator  (who  performed  the 
operation,  and  who  attended  the  de- 
ceased during  his  fatal  ilkess  and  gave 
the  certificate),  namely,  that  vaccination 
was  the  cause  of  death. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
BxTBNS,  Battersea) :  I  am  aware  of  this 
case  which  has  recently  been  investigated 
by  one  of  the  medical  inspectors  of  the 
Local  Goveunment  Board.  Owing  to  the 
death  of  the  public  vaccinator,  the 
evidence  which  the  inspector  was  able 
to  obtain  was  incomplete,  but  it  went 
to  show  that  the  lymph  used  was  not  in 
fault.  Further  it  appeared  that  the  arm 
had  been  improperly  treated  by  the 
mother,  and  that  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  dwellings  were  very  bad.  The 
inspector  thought  it  probable  that  these 
circumstances  must  be  held  responsible 
for  the  infection  of  the  arm,  to  which 
the  fatal  termintion  of  the  case  was 
attributable.  The  inspector's  report  is 
a  confidential  document,  and  is  only 
made  for  the  information  of  the  board. 

♦Mr.  LUPTON  :  If  the  infection  of  the 
arm  was  due  to  the  insanitary  condition 
of  the  dwelling  will  instructions  be  given 
to  the  public  vaccinator  only  to  vaccinate 
those  babes  who  are  in  and  will  be  kept 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  wiU  bear  my 
hon.  friend's  suggestion  in  mind. 

Mr.  LUPTON:  May  I  ask  why,  since 
the  vaccine  stufE  is  supplied  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  there  is  all  this- 
secrecy  with  regard  to  these  reports  I 
Is  it  because  they  are  likely  to  have  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  public  mind? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  My  hon.  friend 
seems  to  ignore  the  fact  that  the  child'a 
arm  had  also  been  improperly  treated 
by  the  mother.  He  must  bear  that  in 
mind. 

Mr.  LUPTON :  Then  will  the  right 
hon.  (3entleman  take  steps  to  ensure- 
that  mothers  shall  be  properly  instructed 
how  to  treat  arms  imder  these  circuni' 
stances? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  For  many  yea» 
I  have  been  doing  my  best  in  that 
direction. 

Inter-Departmental  Committee  on 
Compulsory  Attendance  at  School. 
Mr.    BRIDGEMAN   (Shropshire,   Os- 
westry)  :    I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the   Board  of  Education,    whether  the 
reference    to    the     Inter-Departmental 
Committee    on    compulsory    attendance 
at  school  iAcludes  rural  as  well  as  urban 
districts ;  and,  if  so,  which  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  have  been  ap- 
pointed on  account  of  their  experience 
of  rural  education  and  agriculture. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury)  :  The  answer  to  the  first 
part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  aflfir^ 
mative.  I  have  no  doubt  that  ample 
evidence  on  the  rural  aspects  of  the 
subject  will  be  laid  before  the  Committee, 
and  I  feel  certain  that  a  Committee 
which  includes  Lord  Clifford  of  Chud- 
leigh  is  competent  to  sift  and  consider 
such  evidence. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  :  Will  the  right 
ho.";.  Grentleman  consider  the  desirability 
of  having  on  the  Committee  more  than 
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one  Member  cogiuBant  with  rural  edu- 
cation and  agriculture  ? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  cannot  regard 
the  Members  of  this  Committee  as  being 
representatives  of  oi^e  particular  section. 
They  will  hear  evidence  from  all  persons 
concerned  in  this  question,  and  will  no 
doubt  give  a  sensible  judgment  upon  it. 

Kenmare  Train  Service. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :    I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment  of  Agriculture   (Ireland)   whether 
he    has    made    representations    to    the 
Great  Southern   and  Western   Railway 
Company  with  reference  to  the  change 
of  time  in  the  departure  of  the  evening 
train  for  Headford  Junction  to  Kenmare  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
this  change  is  resented  by  the  people 
of  Kenmare  and  surrounding  districts, 
who  are  compelled  to  contribute  heavily 
out    of   their   rates   to   this    particualr 
service,   he   will   arrange  that  the   old 
time-table  shall  be  adhered  to. 

The  vice-president  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Tyrone,  8.) :  The  answer  to  the  first 
part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  aflfirmative. 
The  Department  are  informed  by  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Company  that  their  object  in  fixing  a 
later  hour  for  the  departure  of  the  night 
train  form  Headford  Junction  to  Ken- 
mare was  to  have  a  connection  with 
the  5.30  p.m.  train  from  Rosslare,  which 
gives  a  service  from  a  number  of  stations 
in  Ireland  as  well  as  from  places  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Channel.  The  Company 
further  state  that  on  the  Kenmare 
Branch  four  trains  are  run  each  way 
daily ;  that  these  trains  are  arranged 
to  give  as  good  connections  as  possible ; 
and  that  the  service  is  ample  having 
regard  to  the  extent  of  the  trafl&c,  which  is 
very  small.  The  Department  have  no 
power  to  require  the  former  time-table 
to  be  reverted  to. 

Mr.  BOLAND :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  thas  line  has  a  baronial 
guarantee  which  is  provided  out  of  the 
rates  ? 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  That  may  be, 
but  the  Department  have  no  power  to 
compel  the  Company  to  change  the- 
service. 

Mr.  BOLAND :  What  has  been  the- 
extent  of  the  tourist  traffic  in  whose- 
interest  the  change  has  been  made  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  cannot  say 
off-hand. 

Londonderry  Flax  Industry. 
Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
whether  the  flax  seed  supplied  by  the 
Department  to  farmers  in  County 
Londonderry  as  prizes  for  success  in 
growing  flax  last  season  has  proved 
to  be  of  a  description  suitable  only 
for  oil  production  and  feeding  purposes, 
quite  unsuited  for  cultivation  in  Ireland^ 
and  of  little  commercial  value  ;  whether 
the  object  of  giving  these  prizes  was 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  flax  fibre 
suitable  for  linen  manufacture  ;  whether, 
in  the  circumstances,  the  Department 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  com- 
pensating the  farmers  concerned  for 
the  loss  which  they  are  now  certain 
to  sustain  ;  whether  the  flax  seed  in 
question  was  bought  from  firms  of 
repute  and  with  a  guarantee  of  its 
suitability ;  and,  if  so,  what  action 
the  Department  proposes  to  take  against 
these  firms,  and  will  their  names  be 
published. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  All  the  flax 
seed  supplied  this  year  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  farmers  in  Londonderry  and 
elsewhere  in  Ulster  for  prizes  under 
the  scheme  for  encouraging  the  cultiva- 
tion of  flax  was  procured  from  firms 
of  repute  who  had  hitherto  supplied 
satisfactory  seed  to  the  Department. 
Portion  of  the  seed,  purchased  as  Riga 
Child,  from  a  certain  firm  this  year 
has  unfortunately  proved  to  be  an 
imsuitable  variety  for  Irish  purposes, 
and  this  firm  has  been  notified  that 
the  Department  hold  them  responsible 
for  any  loss  which  may  have  been  in- 
curred. The  Department  are  at  present 
in  communication  with  the  farmers 
concerned  as  well  as  with  the  firm  in 
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question,  and  they  do  not  consider  it 
advisable  to  make  any  further  statement 
^nding  the  conclusion  of  this  corres- 
pondence. 

Fnge  Estate,  Templemary,  Cork. 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Lreland  whether  the  Estates  (Commis- 
sioners have  taken  any  action  recently 
with  a  view  to  acquiring  the  untenanted 
land  on  the  Fuge  estate,  Templemary, 
County  Cork ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  six  tenants 
evicted  from  the  estate  are  eligible  for 
reinstatement  under  the  Act  of  1907, 
and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
is  now  used  as  a  rough  grazing  ranch, 
the  Commissioners  will  take  immediate 
steps  to  acquire  it. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  IN.) :  The 
Estates  Commissioners  are  about  to 
take  steps  for  the  compulsory  acquire- 
ment, under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act, 
of  some  536  acres  of  land  on  the  estate 
in  question. 

Beardesley  Evans  Estate,  Charleville. 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
\Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners are  now  aware  of  the  fact  that 
on  the  Beardesley  Evans  estate,  Charle- 
ville, County  Cork,  the  Messrs.  Kincaid, 
receivers  under  the  Court,  gave  instruc- 
tions to  their  solicitor  to  proceed  against 
a  tenant  for  the  recovery  of  all  rent 
due,  including  the  nmning  half-gale, 
contrary  to  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  estate,  as  the  half-gale  in  question 
accrued  in  times  of  great  scarcity  over 
fifty  years  ago ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  anxiety  of  the  tenant  to  purchase 
on  reasonable  terms  and  the  fact  that 
the  nominal  owner  receives  little  or  no 
benefit  from  the  property,  the  Com- 
missioners will  now  conmiunicate  with 
the  Land  Judge  with  a  view  to  the 
purchase  of  this  estate. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  estate  m  question 
is  not  for  sale  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court, 
and  consequently  the  provisions  of 
Section  7  of  the  Act  of  1903  do  not 
.apply  to  the  case.    The  Estates  Com- 


missioners cannot,   therefore,   make  an 
offer  for  purchase  to  the  Land  Judge. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Seeing  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  this 
sale  is  desirable,  cannot  they  approach 
the  Land  Judges  under  the  section 
referred  to  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  believe  not. 

Irish  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  many 
evicted  tenants  or  descendants  of  evicted 
tenants  have  applied  to  be  reinstated 
or  to  be  given  new  holdings  imder  the 
Acts  of  1903  and  1907 ;  and  how  many 
have  been  reinstated  or  given  new  farms. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  number  of 
applications  received  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  up  to  31st  May  last  was 
10,199.  The  number  of  applicants  re- 
instated or  provided  with  new  farms  is 
1,627. 

Sligo  Cattle-Drives. 
Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
Mr.  R.  A.  Duke  has  had  cattle  driven 
oft  his  lands  in  County  Sligo  six  times 
since  February  last ;  how  many  persons 
have  been  punished  in  connection  with 
these  outrages;  and  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this  state 
of  lawlessness  which  exists  in  Coimty 
Sligo. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  police  authorities 
Inform  me  that  Mr.  Duke's  cattle  have 
been  driven  off  his  lands  on  five  occasions 
since  February  last.  No  persons  have 
been  made  amenable  in  these  cases. 
A  police  hut  has  been  established  in 
the  locality  with  the  object  of  preventing 
the  driving  of  cattle  from  grazing  farms, 
and  the  force?  of  the  neighbouring  police 
stations  have  been  strengthened.  An 
additional  force  of  thirty  police  has 
been  appointed  to  County  Sligo  under 
proclamation. 


Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :    In  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  erection  Af.4>ftliQ^  hutp 
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and  the  bringing  in  of  extra  police  has 
proved  absolutely  useless,  will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  try  and  devise  other 
means  of  putting  down  these  outrages  ? 

Mb.  swift  MACNBILL  :  Try  njartial 
law. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :     Were 
these  oases  of  oattle-driving  reported  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  cannot  say. 

"  Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June  there 
were  twenty-eight  cattle-drives  in  the 
County  of  Sligo  in  which  919  cattle, 
exclusive  of  horses  and  sheep,  were 
driven,  and  that  no  person  has  been 
made  amenable  to  justice  for  any  of 
these  outrages ;  and  why  none  of  th^se 
drives  have  been  included  as  outrages 
on  Constabulary  Outrage  Form  No.  38. 

Mb.  BIRRELL :  I  am  informed  by 
ik&  police  authorities  that  during  the 
months  of  May  and  June  thirty-three; 
cattle-drives  were  reported  from  County 
Sligo,  the  number  of  cattle  driven  being 
941.  In  two  oases  persons  were  arrested 
and  bound  to  keep  the  peace.  One  of  the 
cases  was  recorded  as  a  serious  ofEence. 
I  have  already  explained  in  what  cir- 
cumstances cases  of  cattle-driving  are 
recorded  as  serious  ofEences,  namely, 
when  malicious  injury  is  inflicted,  or 
when  acts  calculated  to  cause  terror 
are  committed  or  personal  violence 
is  threatened.  Practically  all  the  Sligo 
cases  of  cattle-driving  took  place  secretly 
at  night,  and  there  was  no  evidence 
that  an  indictable  offence  had  been 
committed. 

Kinvarra  Outrage. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  three  houses  in  the  police  sub- 
district  of  Kinvarra,  County  Galway, 
were  fired  into  on  the  night  of  Sunday 
12th  instant,  and  that  in  one  of  the  houses 
a  woman,  who  was  in  delicate  health, 
was  so  terrified  by  the  shots  that  she 
BOW    lies    in    a    dangerous    condition; 
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whether  any  arrests  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  these  outrages;  and 
what  steps  the  police  are  taking  to  deal 

with  the  matter. 

•  •»■ 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  police  authori- 
ties have  reported  that  on  the  night  of 
12th  instant,  three  houses  were  fired  inio 
in  the  Eilcoglan  police  district,  near 
Kinvarra.  The  wife  of  one  of  the 
occupiers  has  suffered  considerably  in 
health  as  a  result  of  the  occurrence,  but 
is  now  on  the  road  to  recovery.  The 
inmates  of  the  houses  were  in  bed  asleep, 
and  consequently  could  not  identify  the 
offenders.  No  arrests  have  yet  been 
made,  but  the  police  are  using  all  possible 
efforts  to  discover  the  guilty  persons. 

Mr.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) : 
Were  not  these  shots  fired  on  12Ui  July  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Judge  Ross  on  Terrorism  in  Westmeath. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask 
tlie  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  persons  who  have  for  years  been 
renting  the  grazing  farms  of  Ardglass, 
County  Westmeath,  have  been  so  terror- 
ised by  the  agitation  against  the  letting 
of  grazing  lands  that  they  have  been 
afraid  to  renew  their  lettings ;  that  when 
the  owner  endeavoured  to  graze  his  own 
stock  on  the  land  his  cattle  were  driven 
off  the  farm  on  several  occasions,  the 
gates  were  smashed,  and  walls  pulled 
down,  and  that,  although  the  police  were 
present  when  these  illegal  acts  were  being 
committed  and  reported  to  the  authorities 
no  action  was  taken  and  no  person  pro- 
ceeded against,  and  that  as  a  last  resort 
the  receiver  of  the  estate  had  to  apply 
to  the  Court  to  attach  fifteen  persons  who 
formed  part  of  the  crowd,  and  whom  the 
police  were  able  to  identify ;  whether  he 
is  aware  also  that  thirteen  of  these  were 
sentenced  to  various  terms  of  imprison- 
ment by  Mr.  Justice  Ross ;  and  whether 
the  Ctovemment  will  take  steps  to  ensure 
that  the  same  justice  shall  be  meted  out 
to  those  who  drive  cattle  off  ordinary 
farms  as  is  meted  out  to  those  who 
committ  this  offence  on  farms  which  are 
under  the  care  of  the  Land  Judges  or  the 
Court  of  ChanceryPigitizedbyV^uOgle 
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Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  that 
the  three  persona  who  had  held  the 
Ardglass  farms  on  grazing  tenancies  did 
not  renew  their  tenancies  this  year.  One 
of  these  persons  was  the  agent  of  the 
estate.  In  May  last  a  receiver  was 
appointed  over  the  property  by  Mr. 
Justice  Ross,  and  the  lands  were  stocked 
with  cattle.  Three  policemen  have  since 
been  quartered  in  the  herd's  house  on 
the  farm  with  the  object  of  protecting  the 
cattle.  The  owner's  cattle  have  not  been 
driven  off,  but  on  20th  May,  the  police 
came  upon  a  party  of  men  in  the  act  of 
throwing  down  part  of  a  boundary  wall 
on  the  farm.  It  was  dusk  at  the  time, 
and  the  police  were  unable  to  distinguish 
the  men  who  were  actually  committing 
the  damage,  but  they  succeeded  in  taking 
the  names  of  a  number  of  the  persons. 
The  Government  were  advised  that  the 
evidence  available  was  not  sufficient  to 
sustain  a  prosecution  for  malicious  injury 
or  for  unlawful  assembly.  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  has  since  sentenced  thirteen  of  these 
persons  to  imprisonment  for  contempt  of 
Court.  One  man  has  imdergone  two 
months'  imprisonment  upon  the  prose- 
cution of  the  police  in  connection  with 
this  estate,  and  proceedings  have  been 
instituted  and  are  pending  against  twelve 
men  for  intimidating  the  agent  and  his 
servants  on  12th  May  and  10th  Jime. 
Ten  of  these  persons  are  identical  with 
those  sentenced  by  Mr.  Justice  Ross. 

Mr.   CHARLES   CRAIG:   I  beg  to 

ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Justice  Ross,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland, 
made  when  sentencing  certain  persons 
for  cattle-driving  at  Ardglass,  County 
Westmeath,  when  he  delivered  it  as  his 
opinion  that  binding  over  to  keep  the 
peace  in  cattle-driving  cases  was  an 
imposture,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
inform  the  Government  that  their  refusal 
to  deal  with  these  cases  was  regarded  as 
proof  that  the  offenders  were  acting  with 
the  approval  of  the  authorities,  and  that 
their  leniency  was  looked  on  as  im- 
becility, cowardice,  and  connivance ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  knowledge 
which^Mr.  Justice  Ross  has  of  agrarian 
questions,  and  in  view  of  the  steady 
increase    of    cattle-driving    and    other 


forms  of  lawlessness  in  Ireland,  the 
Grovemment  will  adopt  the  views  and 
carry  out  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  in  the  matter  of  dealing  with  this 
form  of  crime* 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  So  far  as  the  news- 
paper reports  have  enabled  me 
acquaint  myself  with  the  views  and 
suggestions  of  Mr.  Justice  Ross,  I  can 
only  say  that  the  Government  are  not 
prepared  to  adopt  those  views  or  to 
carry  out  those  suggestions. 

Mr.  MOORE  asked  if  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
drawn  to  similar  language  used  by  Mr. 
Justice  Kenny  at  Galway  Assizes. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  had  already 
answered  a  Question  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  not  only  Mr.  Justice  Ross 
but  other  Judges  have  charged  juries 
in  the  same  direction,  and  that  the  view 
of  every  one  of  the  Judges  is 

'  ♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  making  a  speech. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered 
my  Question  on  the  Paper. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  has 
been  answered,  and  whether  it  has  been 
satisfactory  to  him  or  not,  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  in  order  in  making  a 
series  of  statements  in  the  form  of  further 
Questions. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL'  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  acquired  his  special  knowledge  on 
agrarian  matters  by  being  legal  agent 
to  the  Duke  of  Abercom  and  by  acting 
as  Crown  Coxmsel  in  the  coercion  prose- 
cutions ?  J 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  am  not  disposed 
to  hear  any  words  said  as  to  Judge 
Ross's  judicial  character. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  he  is  not 
prepared  to  adopt  the  Judge's  sugges- 
tions.   Is    there .^a^  precedent    for  a 
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Judge  making  suggestionB  from  the 
Bench  to  a  Cabinet  Minister  or  to  the 
Executive  Government  on  a  question 
of  policy  I 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  believe  that  Ques- 
tion was  put  down  and  struck  out. 


Mb.  swift 
forgot  it. 


MACNEILL:  U  so,  I 


Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.): 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Lreland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Justice  Ross  in  the  Land 
Judge's  Court,  on  Friday,  10th  July, 
in  reference  to  the  refusal  of  a  person  to 
give  up  possession  of  land  under  the 
control  of  the  Court,  that  the  case  was 
typical  of  the  general  lawlessness  pre- 
vailiAg  in  the  country  in  respect  of 
agrarian  matters;  that  even  in  cases 
where  persons  have  no  right  or  claim 
of  any  kind  they  hold  the  land  in  defiance 
of  everybody  and  get  the  assistance  of 
what  is  called  local  feeling,  which  means 
a  riot ;  and  that,  although  the  police  are 
present,  the  authorities  with  their  usual 
ineptitude  do  nothing,  and  this  state 
of  affairs  is  getting  worse ;  and  what 
steps  he  intends  to  take  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  condition  of  lawlessness. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  seen  a  news- 
paper report  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Justice  Ross  in  the  case  referred  to. 
The  facts  of  the  case  are  that  two  brothers 
named  Richard  and  Edward  Kennedy 
held  a  farm  in  the  Queen's  County  as 
joint  tenants.  A  dispute  arose  between 
them  as  to  the  workmg  of  the  farm  and 
litigation  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
ensued,  with  the  result  that  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  appointed  a  receiver  over  the  farm 
and  Edward  Kennedy  was  left  in  posses- 
sion. On  26th  May  last,  Mr.  Pattison, 
the  receiver,  called  at  Stradbally  police 
station,  stating  that  he  was  going  to 
the  Kennedys'  farm  to  remove  some  old 
hay,  and  would  like  a  constable  to  go 
with  him  as  he  expected  that  Edward 
Elennedy  would  object  to  the  removal 
of  the  hay,  and  he  could  then  report 
accordingly  to  Mr.  Justice  Ross.  A 
constable  was  sent  to  the  farm  with 
Mr.  Pattison.  The  latter  told  Edward 
Keiyiedy  the  object  of  his  visit,   and 


Kennedy  expressed  his  objection  to  the 
removal  of  the  hay,  whereupon  Mr. 
Pattison  at  once  withdrew.  He  made 
no  demand  for  the  possession  of  the 
farm.  The  constable  has  reported  that 
no  violence  or  threats  of  any  kind  were 
used,  and  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
semblance  of  a  riot  on  the  occasion. 
In  the  circumstances  the  ineptitude  of 
the  police  authorities  appears  to  have 
been  inevitable. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  this  expression 
"ineptitude"  was  used  by  the  Judge 
from  the  Bench  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


Imprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Court 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:    I  beg  to 

ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Justice  Ross  on  Tuesday  last  sen- 
tenced sixteen  pe^pons  to  various  terms 
of  imprisonment  on  charges  of  contempt 
of  Court  arising  out  of  the  transaction, 
and  in  passing  sentence  admitted  that 
the  offences  were  themselves  trivial, 
and  that  he  had  thought  of  leaving  the 
matter  to  the  authorities  to  do  their 
duty  under  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  but  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  better  for  him 
to  act  himself;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  a  Resolution  was 
passed  by  this  House  on  10th  March, 
by  181  votes  to  sixty-six,  declaring  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Judges  in  dealing 
with  contempt  is  practically  arbitrary 
and  unlimited  and,  especially  in  view 
of  recent  exercises  of  that  jurisdiction 
in  Ireland,  calls  for  the  action  of  Parlia- 
ment with  a  view  to  its  definition  and 
duration,  and  that  a  measure  with  that 
object  had  been  introduced  by  the 
Government  and  has  passed  the  Com- 
mittee stage,  and  that  there  are  prece- 
dents for  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  in  the  remission  and  reduction 
of  sentences  for  contempt  of  Court,  he 
will  consider  the  cases  of  these  men 
with  a  view  to  recommending  to  the 
Lord -Lieutenant  the  remission  of  these 
sentences, 
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Mb.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  aware  that  Mr. 
Justice  Ross  has  committed  a  nmnbei 
of  persons  to  prison  for  c<mtempt  of 
Court  by  trespassing  upon  lands  under 
the  control  of  the  Court  and  knocking 
down  a  wall.  In  one  case  the  term  of 
imprisonment  imposed  was  six  weeks, 
and  in  the  remaining  cases  it  was  one 
month.  In  the  debate  in  March  last, 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  stated  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  precedent  during  the 
last  fifty  years  for  the  exercise  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  such  cases. 
I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  recom- 
mendation to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  mquired 
whether  in  England  a  sentence  of  twelve 
months  for  contempt  of  Court  was  not 
remitted,  and  if  the  precedent  thus 
set  could  not  be  followed  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  In  any  case  where 
such  a  sentence  has  been  passed  I  would 
be  prepared  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  I  bog  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Justice  Ross,  on  Tuesday  last  in 
the  Land  Judge's  Court,, when,  in  sen- 
tencing fifteen  men  to  imprisonment  for 
a  constructive  comtempt  of  Court  in 
tresspassing  on  lands  in  the  possession 
of  a  receiver  under  the  Court,  the  learned 
Judge  said  that  the  authorities  were 
by  neglect  to  perform  their  duty  turning 
the  Land  Court  into  a  Court  for  the 
suppression  of  agrarian  crime,  and  an- 
noimced  the  neglect  of  all  proper  pre- 
caution and  the  leniency  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  leading  the  offenders  to  believe 
that  they  were  acting  with  the  approval 
of  the  authorities,  and  recommending  the 
putting  in  force  of  provisions  which  he 
named  of  The  Criminal  Law  and  Pro- 
cedure (Ireland)  Act,  1887  ;  and  what 
steps,  if  any,  does  the  Government 
propose  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  remarks  attributed 
in  the  newspapers  to  Mr.  Justice  Ross. 
The  Grovemment  do  not  propose  to  take 
any  stops  in  the  matter. 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  Have  not 
the  Executive  control  over  Judges  who 
made  such  charges  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  cannot  bandy 
words  with  the  Judges. 

Attack  on  a  Process  Server  at  Kantork. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  has  received 
information  of  an  attack  upon  a  civil  bill 
officer  at  Kanturk,  West  Cork,  by  masked 
and  armed  men ;  and  whether  the 
assailants  were  arrested. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  A  process  server  has 
alleged  that  on  15th  July  two  disguised 
men  stopped  him  on  the  road  near 
Eanturk  and  took  two  writs  from  his 
pocket  and  tore  them  up  ;  and  that  they 
then  fired  two  revolver  shots  in  the  air  and 
decamped.  The  police  have  no  evidence 
on  the  subject  beyond  the  process 
server's  allegations,  and  it  is  a  significant 
fact  that,  though  the  process  server  passed 
the  police  station  immediately  afterwards, 
he  made  no  complaint  to  the  police. 

I  Dangers  of  Process  Servers  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lteutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  process  servers 
have  refused  to  serve  writs  for  rent  in  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland,  alleging  that 
their  lives  would  be  in  danger  if  they 
tried  to  effect  service ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Justice  Boyd  has  made 
orders  substituting  service  by  posting 
a  copy  of  the  writ  on  the  nearest  con- 
stabulary station  ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  measures  to  prevent  the  law  being 
paralysed  by  the  violence  of  people 
who  refuse  to  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  police  authorities 
inform  me  that  a  few  cases  have  come  to 
their  notice  in  which  process  servers 
have  refused  to  serve  writs  for  rent,  but 
it  is  not  the  case  that  process  servers 
generally  in  the  south  and  West  of 
Ireland  have  so  refused.  I  understand 
that  in  the  cases  specially  referred  to,  Mr. 
Justice  Boyd  directed  service  by  posting 
the  writs  outside  the  nearest  police 
station.  The  police  invariably  afford  all 
necessary  protection  to  process  servera 
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when  application  is  made  to  them  in 
soffioienttime. 

Mb.  LONSDALE:  Do  tiie  process 
servers  allege  that  their  lives  are  en- 
dangered when  they  try  to  effect  service 
of  writs? 

Mb.  BIBBELL  :  I  cannot  say  if  any 
I^ocees  server  has  made  such  an  allegation. 

Intimidation  in  Ireland. 
Mb.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  remarks  of  Lord  Justice 
Fhz^bbon  at  the  Cork  Assizes  on  16th 
July ;  whether  the  learned  Judge  called 
attention  to  a  number  of  cases  of  inti- 
midatory  attacks  upon  people  in  dwelling- 
houses,  for  which  no  person  had  been 
brought  to  trial ;  and  what  steps  he 
intends  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BntRELL  :  I  have  seen  a  news- 
paper report  of  the  remarks  attributed 
to  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon.  In  calling 
attention  to  four  cases  of  intimidatory 
attacks  upon  dwelling-houses  in  which 
offenders  have  not  been  brought  to 
justice,  the  learned  Judge  is  stated  to 
have  said  that  in  cases  of  the  kind  they 
found  that  the  police  were  making 
inquiries  and  endeavouring  to  trace  the 
culprit  but  could  not  get  evidence. 
It  is  obvious  that  in  the  absence  of  evid- 
ence, the  Qovemment  can  take  no  action 
in  these  cases.  I  may  mention  that  the 
learned  Judge  also  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  had  been  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  persons  under  police  protection, 
and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  derelict 
evicted  farms,  and  stated  that  in  respect 
of  these  matters  there  was  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  Cork  was  in  anything  but  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Mb.  MOORE  :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
difficulty  x>f  procuring  evidence  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  witnesses  know  they  will  not 
receive  adequate  protection  from  the 
law? 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  due 
tot&at. 

Irish  XTniversity  Bill. 
Sib     PHILIP     MAGNUS     (London 
University) :    I   beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
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Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whetiber  he  proposes  to  issue  to 
Members  of  the  House  prior  to  the  dis- 
cussion 'on  Report  sta^e  *  of  the  Irish 
Universities  Bill,  as  amended  in  Com- 
mittee, revised  copies  of  the  draft  Char- 
ters of  the  Universities  and  Constituent 
Colleges  embodying  the  changes  conse- 
quent on  the  Committee's  Amendments 
to  the  Bill 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  The  amended  draft 
Charters  were  laid  on  the  Table  on 
Monday  last.  I  understand  that  copies 
have  been  circulated  this  afternoon. 

Alleged  Boycotting  in  Westmeath. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  l^rd- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  man  named  Joseph  Carolan,  of 
Ballinalack,  county  Westmeath,  is  at 
present  most  seriously  boycotted,  and 
local  shopkeepers  are  intimidated  to  such 
an  extent  that  they  refuse  to  supply  him 
with  goods ;  and  what  steps,  if  any,  he 
proposes  to  take. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Inspector- 
Greneral  informs  me  that  the  local  police 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  Joseph 
Carolan  is  boycotted,  or  that  local  shop- 
keepers have  refused  to  supply  him  with 
goods. 

Beynell  t^.  Taafe. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-I^ieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Crown  to  take  up  the  case  of  Mr. 
William  Cox  Reynell,  Ballyhug,  v.  Mr. 
Michael  Taafe,  Grange  Hall,  for  abusive 
language  and  assault  on  the  24th  June, 
under  the  circumstances  tlxat  certain 
parties  were  engaged  in  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy by  subscribing  towards  a  cattle- 
driving  fund  ;  whether  the  case  has  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown;  and,  if  not,  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  BIRRELL :  As  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh,  this  matter  has  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Attorney-General,  who  will  consider 
whether  the  facts  are  such  as  to  warrant 
a  prosecution.    The  Attorney-General  is 
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at  present  proseouting  at  Assizes,  but 
will  deal  with  the  matter  upon  his  letum 

Contempt  of  Conrts  BilL 
Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  in  view  of  the  recent 
statement  of  Mr.  Justice  Ross  regarding 
the  ineptitude  of  the  authorities  in  Dublin 
Castle  in  reference  to  the  crime  of  cattle- 
driving,  boycotting,  and  other  forms 
of  intimidation,  it  is  his  intention  to  pro- 
ceed further  with  the  Contempt  of  Courts 
Bill ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that,  if 
passed,  such  a  measure  would  seriously 
interfere  with  the  powers  at  present 
possessed  by  Mr.  Justice  Ross  in  dealing 
with  offenders  against  the  law. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  As  regards  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Justice  Ross,  I  would  refer 
to  the  answer  which  I  have  now  given  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh.  It  is  intended  to  proceed  with 
the  Contempt  of  Courts  Bill.  That 
measure  limits  the  imprisonment  which 
can  be  imposed  for  contempt  of  Court  to  a 
term  of  three  months,  and  limits  the  fine 
to  one  of  £500,  and  it  also  gives  to  the 
person  fined  or  imprisoned  a  right  of  ap- 
peal. To  this  extent  the  measure  inter- 
feres with  the  powers  for  dealing  with 
contempt  of  Court  at  present  possessed 
by  Mr.  Justice  Ross. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Was  this  Bill  intro- 
duced solely  because  of  the  language  of 
Mr.  Justice  Ross  ? 

Mr.   BIRRELL:      No,    Sir.    Every- 
'  body  knows  that  the  whole  subject  of 
contempt  of  Court  has  long  been  before 
Parliament. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Is  it  not  the  fact  that  this  Bill  is  practically 
identical  with  that  passed  by  the  late 
Lord  Selbome  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
1883? 

Mr.  BIRRELL :    Certainly. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  Was  not  the 
Bill  introduced  shortly  after  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Westmeath  was  sent 
to  gaol  by  Judge  Ross  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


Kr.  Ginnell,  M.F. 
Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  a  k  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Westmeath,  North, 
has  recently  resumed  his  campaign  in 
favour  of  cattle-driving  in  Ireland; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  recently  at  Bal- 
linalack  the  hon.  Member  recommended 
that  there  should  be  no  slackening  in  the 
movement  so  long  as  there  was  a  hazel 
in  the  hedges  ;  and  whether  HisMajest/s 
Government  intend  to  i)ennit  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  and  other  persons  to 
incite  the  people  to  drive  cattle  without 
taking  any  action. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  was  not  aware  of 
the  fact  suggested  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Question.  I  understand,  however,  that 
at  a  recent  meeting  at  Ballinalack  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Westmeath  used 
some  such  language  as  is  attributed  to 
him  in  the  Question.  I  am  told  that  more 
than  half  of  the  persons  present  at  the 
meeting  were  women  and  childien.  The 
Government  do  not  propose  to  take  any 
notice  of  this  particular  speech. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  May  I  ask  whether 
hon.  Members  of  this  House  are  to  be 
permitted  to  go  over  to  Ireland  and  stir 
up  the  people  in  this  way  ? 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND 
the  12th  July  ? 


What  about 


Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  May  I  ask 
what  bearing  has  the  fact  that  half  the 
crowd  were  women  and  children,  on  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  It  has  a  bearing  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  inflammatory  language 
used. 

Cork  College  Ooverning  Body. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lorf-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Mr.  B.  Hte- 
gerald  who  recently  seconded  a  motion 
which  conveyed  to  the  Cork  County 
Committee  of  Technical  Instruction  a 
strong  objection  to  impart  technical 
instruction  to  British  soldiers,  under 
the  auspices  of  any  sub-committee,  under 
any  preteyt-  Tvhatever,   and  who  later 
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stated  that  he  did  not  oonime  himself 
to  the  Navy  and  Auxiliary  Forces  only, 
hut  intended  to  preclude  Reserves,  Militia, 
and  everybody  else  in  the  employment 
of  the  British  Government  from  the 
benefits  of  technical  instruction,  is  the 
same  Mr.  E.  Fitzgerald  who  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Crown  as  one  of  the 
first  governing  body  of  the  constituent 
college  at  Cork  of  the  proposed  new 
Roman  Catholic  University  in  Dublin ; 
and,  if  so,  is  it  his  intention  to  remove 
his  name  from  the  list. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  understand  that 
the  Mr.  E.  Fitzgerald  who  seconded  the 
motion  in  question  is  the  gentleman 
of  that  name  who  has  been  nominated 
to  the  governing  body  of  Cork  College. 
The  motion  was  not  adopted  as  it  did 
not  comply  with  standing  orders.  I 
gather  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  objected  to 
the  application  of  the  rates  to  the  edu- 
cation of  military  and  naval  people. 
He  is  reported  to  have  said  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide 
such  education  and  that,  outside  any 
question  of  patriotism,  he  thought  it 
would  be  unfair  to  the  ratepayers  to 
apply  the  rates  to  any  such  purpose. 
Tlie  fact  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  holds  this 
opinion  affords  no  reason  why  he  should 
be  removed  from  the  governing  body 
of  Cork  College. 

Captain  CRAIG:  Are  the  other 
members  of  the  governing  body  of  the 
same  class  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  do  not  know  of 
what  class  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is.  ^- 

Agitation  againtt  Land  Grabbing. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lora-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  speech  recently  de- 
livered by  a  Mr.  P.  McKenna,  of  Long- 
wood,  in  which  he  stated  thaf  the  people 
were  as  determined  as  ever  never  to 
cease  agitating  till  every  grazier  and 
grabber  was  dnven  out  of  the  country ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  at  the  same 
meeting  a  Mr.  McGuire  stated  that  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  were  not 
at  that  particular  meeting  as  Fenians 
because  there  were  no  Fenians  in  Ire- 
land, but  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians 


were  as  good  as  ever  the  Fenians  were  ; 
and  whether  he  intends  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  My  attention  had 
not  been  called  to  this  matter,  but  I 
have  now  been  referred  to  a  newspaper 
report  of  the  speeches  in  question.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  the  speeches  are 
correctly  reported,  but  in  any  event, 
the  Government  do  not  intend  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

Crime  in  Aosoommon. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  tho 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Justice  Kenny,  when  addressing  the 
grand  jury  at  the  Roscommon  recent 
Assizes,  to  the  effect  that  the  county  of 
Roscommon  was  in  a  state  of  extreme 
lawlessness  at  the  present  time,  that  he 
found  four  cases  of  incendiary  fires  and 
four  of  threatening  letter  writing,  in 
which  only  one  person  had  been  made 
amenable,  that  the  outrage  known  as 
cattle-driving  was  prevalent  in  the 
county,  and  that  a  condition  of  matters 
existed  that  caused  anxiety  to  those 
charged  with  the  peace  of  the  county ; 
and  what  action,  if  any,  he  proposes  to 
take.  • 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  the  Answer 
which  I  gave  to  the  similar  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid.  Armagh 
on  Monday  last. 

Crime  in  Westmeafh. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  statement  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  that 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  state  of  the 
county  of  Westmeath  was  far  from 
satisfactory,  that  he  understood  there 
were  two  districts  in  the  county  where 
boycotting  existed,  but  this  was  not 
disclosed  in  the  police  reports ;  and  if 
he  can  state  whether  there  is  any  uniform 
system  to  guide  the  police  in  the  presen- 
tation of  their  rsports  to  the  Judges  of 
Assizes  ;    and,  if  not,  will  he  take  step* 
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Mb.  BIRRELL:  My  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  Mr.  Justice  Gibson's 
remarks  as  reported  in  the  Press.  The 
instructions  to  county  inspectors  require 
them  to  furnish  to  each  Judge  of  Assiae 
the  Returns,  in  the  prescribed  forms,  of 
both  serious  and  minor  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  county  since  the  last 
Assizes,  and  the  county  inspector  is  also 
instructed  to  attend  before  the  Judge 
and  afford  him  aivy  information  or  ex- 
planation that  he  may  require.  In  1904, 
the  existing  forms  of  Return  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
Ireland  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  such  Returns  would  meet  the 
approval  of  His  Majesty's  Judges.  The 
Lord  Chief  Justice  expressed  approval 
of  these  forms,  and  they  have  since 
been  consistently  used. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  8.):  When 
vacancies  on  the  Bench  are  filled  up 
will  ihe  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  care 
f^t  the  men  are  appointed  for  their 
professional  capacity  and  not  for  politica. 
rewards  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNBILL:  Is  the 
right  hon  (xentleman  aware  that  this 
practice  of  furnishing  reports  to  Judges 
is  utterly  xmknown  in  Englatid  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :    Order,  order.     ' 

Hew  Irish  ITniyersities. 
Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  now  able 
to  inform  .the  House  as  to  the  titles  to 
be  given  to  the  new  Universities  to  be 
established  in  Ireland  and  to  the  new 
college  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  am  not  yet  able 
to  say  what  the  names  of  the  new  Uni- 
versities will  be. 

Mr-  MOORE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  state  the  cause  of  the  delay, 
as  we  are  now  approaching  the  Third 
Beading  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  certainly  would 
prefer  that  the  senates  of  the  new  bodies 
should  be  consulted. 
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Irish  Land  Stock. 
Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  oi  Ireland  whether  he  will 
grant  the  Return  on  this  day's  Paper 
with  reference  to  issues  of  Irish  Land 
Stock.* 

The  FINANCL/^  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse,  Bris- 
tol, B.) :  I  have  written  to  the  hon. 
Member  suggesting  a  few  alterations  in 
the  form  of  the  Return.  If  he  will  put 
on  the  Paper  the  amended  notice  which  I 
have  sent  him  I  shall  have  much  pleasure 
in  granting  the  Return. 

English  Land  Valuation  BilL 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  will  introduce 
the  Land  Valuation  Bill  for  England 
before  the  recess,  so  that  it  may  be 
printed  and  distributed  to  Members. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  As- 
QXJiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  No,  Sir.  The 
Land  Valuation  Bill  will  be  introduced 
when  the  House  resumes  after  the  recess. 


PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
Sixth  Report  brou^t  tip,  and  read  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed. 

HOME  WORK. 
Report  from   the   Select   Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  an  Appen- 
dix, brought  up^  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  246.] 

SWEATED  INDUSTRIES  BILL. 
Reported,  without  Amendment,  from 
the  Select  Committee  on  Home  Work. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  APPEAL  (AMENDMENT)  BILL 
[Lords], 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  337.] 

*  Return  of  Irish  Land  Stock  Issues  under 
the  Irish  Land  Aot,  1903,  giving  date  of  issue ; 
amount ;  prioe  ;  cash  products  ;  deficit ;  and 
annual  charge  on  Ireland  for  68^  years  on 

deficit  at  2f  per  centred  by  LnOOglC 
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PREVENTION  OF  CRIME  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from 
Standing  Committee  C. 

Beport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  248.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed.  [No. 
248.] 

Bill,  aa  amended  (by  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  336.] 

IMPORTATION  OF  PLUMAGE  PROHIBI- 
TION  BILL  [LoBDs]. 

Bead  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [BiU  339.] 


EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

♦The  UNDEB-SECRETARY  op 
STATE  POR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buotanan, 
Perthshire,  E.) :  The  Motion  that  you, 
Sir,  i^ow  leave  the  Chair  opeAS  the  whole 
subject  of  India  and  its  condition.  In 
the  scope  of  a  single  speech  or  a  single 
evening  it  is  impossible  to  cover  more 
than  a  part  of  the  ground,  and  I  shall, 
therefore,  have  to  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  for  the  omission  of  maAy 
matters.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  good 
deal  that  is  disquieting  in  the  political 
ieelii^  in  parts  of  India  at  the  present 
moment,  on  which  I  shall  have  something 
to  say  later  on.  But  there  is  a  bright  side 
of  the  picture  also,  and  the  bright  side 
occupies  by  far  the  greater  part  q|  the 
canvas.  On  the  finaAcial  aAd  ecoAomic 
side  I  think  we  can  give  a  good  account 
of  the  state  of  Iiidia  at  the  present 
moment.  After  all,  this  is  primiirily 
and  pre-eminently  a  financial  Resolution 
aiid  a  financial  debate^  In  accordance 
with  the  obligation  put  upon  us  by 
statute,  we  lay  the  accounts  for  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  of  India  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.  The  accounts  submitted 
embrace  three  years — the  accounts  for 
the  year  ended  March,  1907,  the  revised 
Estixnates  for  the  year  ended  March, 
,  1908,  and  the  Budget  Estimates  of  the 
current  year.    With  regard  to  the  closed 


accQunt  of  1907,  we  have  a  realised 
surplus  of  £1,500,000.  With  regard  to  the 
revised  Estimates  for  the  year  ended 
March  thb  year,  we  have  a  revised 
estimated  surplus  of  £235,000.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  is  on  the  upward  move. 
Our  latest  news  from  India  leads  us  to 
anticipate  with  a  good  deal  pf  confidence 
that  that  surplus  will  be  more  than 
doubled,  and  that  we  shall  have  about 
half  a  million  of  surplus  on  the  year  just 
ended.  With  regard  to  the  current  yeaip, 
the  Estimate  is  the  Budget  Estimate, 
and  subject  to  all  the  possible  circum- 
stances that  may  arise,  and  to  the  various 
causes,  climatic,  political,  and  other 
which  may  brmg  about  some  change  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  We  estimate  we 
shaU  have  a  surplus  of  £500,000.  These 
figures  as  a  whole  are  satisfactory,  and 
they  are  still  more  satisfactory  if  we  take 
a  somewhat  wider  view  and  recollect  that 
they  follow  upon  continuous  surpluses 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years  paist. 
Therefore  if  the  House  will  allow  me 
I  will  deal  with  the  accounts  not  merely 
of  the  last  year  or  two,  but  of  the  last  five 
or  six  years.  We  have  to  acknowledge 
in  fairness  to  the  Government  of  India 
that  they  have  been  able  to  show  these 
continuous  surpluses  after  bearing  the 
full  weight  of  considerable  reductions  of 
taxation  and  of  considerable  increases 
of  expenditure.  In  the  two  years  I  am 
more  particularly  dealing  with,  1907-8 
and  the  current  year,  we  have  also  to 
bear  the  financial  burden  put  upon  us 
by  the  reduction  in  land  revenue  and 
expenditure  on  relief  works  caused  bv 
the  unfortunate  famine  that  prevails 
in  Northern,..  India^.  Notwithstanding 
these  strs^ins  npon  the  financial  situation, 
India  has  been  able  to  show  a  series  of 
very  satisfactory  surpluses.  I  will  say 
a  few  words  on  the  reductions  in  taxation 
and  increases  in  expenditure  of  recent 
years.  In  dealing  with  the  former  it 
is  only  fair  that  we  should  extend  our 
view  somewhat  beyond  the  two  or  three 
years,  as  the  large  reduction  of  expen- 
diture began  five  years  ago,  in  the  year 
1903-4,  with  the  first  step  taken  towards 
the  reduction  of  the  salt  duty.  I  should 
like  to  compare  the  state  of  our  finance 
in  the  year  before  that  reduction  and 
now.  The  House  is  probably  aware  of 
what  has  taken  place  with  regard  to 
the  salt  duty.'    There  have  been  three 
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biennial  reductions  of  the  salt  duty. 
In  1903-4  we  reduced  it  from  2\  rupees 
to  2  rupees  per  maund ;  in  1905-6  to 
IJ  rupees  per  maund;  in  1907-8  to 
1  rupee  per  maund.  The  financial  result 
has  been  that  we  have  to  bear  a  re- 
duction of  our  surplus  by  loss  of  revenue 
occasioned  by  the  reduction  of  .the  tax 
by  something  like  three  and  a  quarter 
millions  sterling.  That  is  not  all.  In 
the  same  period  there  have  been  other 
reductions  of  taxation.  There  have  been 
1  emissions  of  certain  land  cesses  in  north- 
em  India  and  other  parts  of  India  ;  and 
there  has  also  been  the  raising  of  the 
lower  limit  of  income-tax.  These  various 
reductions,  along  with  the  reduction  of 
the  salt  duty,  will  bring  the  reduction 
of  the  surplus  to  the  figure  of  about 
four  millions  sterling.  The  House  will 
no  doubt  ask  what  has  been  the  efEect 
of  the  reduction  of  the  salt  duty.  Has 
the  consumer  benefited  ?  I  think  I 
can  give  a  satisfactory  reply.  If  you 
take  the  year  before  the  reduction  of 
the  salt  duty,  1902-3,  the  amount  of 
salt  which  paid  duty  was,  roughly 
speaking,  36,000,000  maunds.  The 
amoimt  of  salt  which  we  estimate  will 
be  consumed  this  year  is  no  less  than 
47,0C0,000  maunds,  so  that  you  have 
in  seven  years  an  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  salt  of  more  than  25  per 
cent.,  a  considerably  greater  rate  of 
increase  than  that  of  the  population. 
On  the  fnancial  side  also  this  reduc- 
tion stands  us  in  good  stead.  We 
have  not  to  face  the  full  deficit  of 
£3,250,000,  but  only  a  deficit  of  about 
£2,750,000.  Everyone  is  glad  to  find 
that  this  policy  of  reducing  the  salt 
duty  has  benefited  the  people  we  wanted 
to  benefit,  that  it  has  benefited  both 
man  and  beast,  cattle  as  well  as  human 
beings,  and  given  them  a  larger  supply 
of  that  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  their  existence  and  at  cheaper  prices 
than  before.  At  present,  and  in  years  to 
come,  we  have  to  face  a  progressive 
diminution  of  our  opium  revenue.  This 
policy  has  met  with  general  acceptance 
from  a  large  body  of  Members  of  this 
House.  It  will  probably  cost  us  this 
year  a  loss  of  about  £200,000,  which 
will  continue  for  three  years  certain, 
and  if  China  fulfils  its  part  of  the  arrange- 
rs eut  it  will  go  on  for  ten  years,  and  then 
Mr,  Buchanan, 


we  shall  cease  to  have  the  opium  revenue 
at  all  as  a  source  of  revenue.  How  do 
we  stand  with  regard  to  increases  of 
expenditure  during  the  same  period  % 
There  have  been  considerable  increases 
of  expenditure.  We  have  been  able  to 
find  money  for  these  increases  and  yet 
show  a  surplus.  The  House  will  re- 
member, four  or  five  years  ago,  the 
production  of  the  Police  Commission's 
Report,  which  contained  a  somewhat 
disquieting  account  of  the  state  of  the 
police  service  in  India.  The  reform  of 
that  service  has  been  t^ken  in  hand 
and  largely  put  through.  I  believe  it 
has  had  very  beneficial  effects,  but  it 
has  cost  a  good  deal  of  money.  Already, 
as  compared  with  the  year  1905-4,  we 
find  we  have  to  spend  on  the  police 
service  an  increas^  sum  within  the 
year  of  £1,400,000.  We  have  also  in- 
creased our  expenditure  on  education. 
H^o  doubt  some  hon.  Members  do  not 
think  we  have  increased  it  enougju 
In  proportion  to  what  we  were  spending 
before  we  have  increased  it  by  100  per 
cent.  We  have  spent  double  what  we 
did  five  years  ago  on  this  service.  We 
have  also  largely  increased  the  expen- 
diture on  sanitary  and  medical  services, 
civil  works,  and  various  minor  services. 
Anyhow,  the  total  for  the  police  and 
other  services  comes  to  an  extra  sum  of 
something  like  £4,000,000  a  year.  Then 
there  is  an  increase  of  our  military  ex- 
penditure. On  that  subject,  of  course, 
the  large  increase  was  beginning  at  the 
period  that  we  have  taken  as  the  starting 
point.  The  Kitchener  programme  was 
not  then  introduced,  but  the  military 
expenditure  had  begun  to  rise ;  but, 
if  you  take  the  figure  roughly  from  me, 
we  have  had  to  meet  an  increase  in  those 
five  years  of  £2,000,000  per  annum, 
owing  to  the  large  reorganisation  of  the 
military  services  of  India.  I  have  no 
desire  to  open  any  discussion  on  the 
merits  of  the  Kitchener  scheme.  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  among  military 
authorities  that  Lord  Kitchener  has 
largely  increased  the  efficiency  of  the 
Army  of  India.  We  have  also  had,  I 
think,  clear  proof  of  that  in  the  recent 
compaigns  on  the  frontier.  White ver 
opinions  hon.  Members  may  have  as 
to  the  policy  of  these  campaigns, 
and  there  are  very  different  views  on 
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the  subject,  everyone  will  acknowledge 
that  the  force  was  organised  and  des- 
patched, and  did  its  work  with  exceed- 
ingly great  promptitude  and  energy.  The 
Mohmand  Campaign,  from  start  to  finish, 
was  completed  in  three  weeks.  In  the 
early  days,  when  an  expedition  of  this 
sort  was  contemplated,  it  was  put  off 
to  the  cold  weather,  and  it  often  took 
as  many  months  as  we  have  taken 
weeks.  The  officers  in  charge,  as  every 
fair-minded  man  will  acknowledge,  acting 
as  they  did  under  the  instructions 
of  a  higher  authority,  also  did  their 
work  expeditiously  and  efficiently ;  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  business,  the 
political  officers  showed  equal  skill  and 
discretion  in  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
satisfactory  arrangements  which  they 
made  with  the  frontier  tribes,  both  the 
Zakka  Ehel  and  the  Mohmands.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  the  slightest  doubt 
among  military  authorities  of  the 
general  good  results  of  the  Kitchener 
re-organisation.  To  return  to  the  ques- 
tion of  finance,  with  which  I  am  more 
particularly  dealing,  hon.  Members,  if 
they  look  at  the  Memorandum>  will 
see  that  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease since  1906-7  of  about  £1,000,000 
in  our  military  expenditure,  and  par- 
ticularly in  what  is  denominated 
special  military  expenditure.  Since  that 
year,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
announce,  we  have  passed  the  maxi- 
mum in  regard  to  the  increased  expen- 
diture entailed  upon  us  by  these  reforms. 
The  expenditure  is  decreasing  slowly, 
and  I  think  it  wDl  continue;  but  in 
order  to  be  quite  fair  to  the  House  I 
ought  to  state  that  the  decrease  in 
this  year,  and  in  the  coming  year, 
is  not  so  much  due  to  substantial 
alterations  or  cutting  down  of  the  pro- 
gramme of  Lord  Kitchener,  as  to  the 
spreading  over  a  longer  period  the  execu- 
tion of  the  works.  I  do  not  mean  public 
works  only,  but  works  of  organisation. 
I  think  we  may  fairly  look  forward  in 
the  course  of  the  years  to  come  to  a 
slow,  but  fairly  steady,  decrease  of  mili- 
tary expenditure.  Hon.  Members  will 
see  that  when  added  to  the  other  items 
I  have  mentioned,  we  have  had  to  meet 
an  increased  expenditure  in  the  past 
five  years  of  something  like  £6,000,000 
per  annum.  Yet  we  have  been  able, 
without  increasing  taxation,  to  show  a 


surplus  every  year.  There  is  one  point 
which  ought  to  be  noted,  that  whatever 
the  military  expenditure  of  India  has 
been  she  has  always  paid  her  way  from 
year  to  year.  She  has  never  borrowed  a 
rupee  for  military  works  or  for  any  other 
military  purpose,  and  that  I  think, 
shows  a  good  example  to  this  country. 
As  hon.  Members  are  aware,  India  is 
the  only  part  of  the  British  Empire  that 
has  never  received  a  single  sixpence 
in  aid  of  her  military  expenditure  or 
her  military  works;  so  far  from 
receiving  a  single  sixpence,  she  has  been 
made  continually  to  pay  to  the  last  six- 
pence, and  very  often,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
the  Home  Qovemment,  have  been  in 
this  respect  somewhat  of  a  stepmother 
to  her.  I  pass  to  the  subject  of  the 
famine  and  its  effect  on  the  finances  of  the 
year.  Of  course,  the  famine  has  had  a 
considerable  effect  on  the  finances  of  the 
1907-8  and  the  current  year.  Perhaps 
the  House  will  take  without  any  explana- 
tion from  me  the  figures  according  to  the 
most  recent  calculations  we  have  been 
able  to  make  at  the  India  Office.  The 
figures  differ  slightly  from  those  given  in 
the  Memorandum.  In  the  first  place« 
there  is  a  direct  extra  expenditure  on 
relief  works  ;  in  the  second  place,  there 
is  a  diminution  of  revenue,  owing  to  the 
suspension  of  land  revenue  in  famine 
districts.  If  you  will  take  it  from 
me,  according  to  the  best  estimate 
we  can  make,  the  amount  in  the 
two  years  that  the  famine  will 
cost  us  from  these  two  sources  is 
£3,146,000.  There  is  also  a  further  way 
in  which  the  famine  affects  our  financial 
resources,  though  not  so  much  in  regard 
to  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
year.  The  House  is  aware  that  we 
distribute  very  large  Government  ad- 
vances to  the  cultivators  to  tide  them  over 
the  period  of  distress,  and  these  sums 
have,  of  course,  to  be  met  out  of  the  cash 
balance  of  the  Government  of  India. 
That  has  thrown  upon  us  during  last 
year  and  in  the  current  year  the 
obligation  to  find  a  sum  of  no  less 
than  £2,700,000  in  round  figures.  In 
all,  therefore,  the  strain  upon  the  resources 
of  the  Government  of  India  caused  by  the 
famine  amounts  to  the  sum  of  £5,800,000. 
The  House  would  like  to  know  how  far 
we  have  been  able  successfully  to  fight 
the  present   famine,   and  how   far   we 
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have  l)een  able  to  profit  by  the  experience 
of  our  predecessors,  and  to  improve 
and  extenc^  the  methods  they  adopted* 
There  are  Hon.  Members  who  themselves 
have  taken  part  in  the  practical  work 
of  famine  relief,  Mid,  of  course,, ,  they 
know  a  great  deal  niore  about  the  subje  ct 
than  I  can  pyer  profess  to  know  or 
adequately  explain.  I  think  they  will 
agree  with  me  that  each  generation,  of 
civilians  desire  not  to  take  credit  to 
themselves,  but  to  profit  by  the  ex- 
perience .  of  their  predecessors,  and  we 
will  give  all  honour  to  those  who  are  at 
the  present  moment  engaged  in  devoting 
their  time  and  labour  to  this  famine 
work,  in  Northern  India.  There  are 
two  respects,  I  think,  in  which  we  have 
improved  upon  and  developed  the  action 
of  our  predecessors.  The  House  knows 
that  all  the  famines  of  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  have  been  succeeded  by 
Commissions  of  Inquiry,  and  the  Famine 
Conmiission  Reports  of  1880,  1898,  and 
1901,  the  last  by  Sir  Antony  Mac- 
donell,  have  all  been  most  valuable 
documents,  full  of  most  admirable  sug- 
gestions, and  I  think,  each  suceeding 
Commission  has  not  been  slow  to  learn 
lessons  from  it  predecessor.  One  respect 
in  which  we  have  profited  by  this  ex- 
perience is  this,  namely,  that  we  have 
ver^  much  more  largely  than  in  previous 
famines,  suspended  the  revenue,  and 
suspended  it  at  a  much  earlier  stage. 
This  famine  is  most  severe  in  the  United 
Provinces  and  Central  India — but  particu- 
larly in  the  United  Provinces.  At  the 
earliest  moment  the  famine  was  appre- 
hended, Sir  John  Hewett  set  to  work  at 
once,  and  instructed  his  officials  to  suspend 
the  land  revenue  at  the  earliest  moment, 
and  this  was  done  on  a  very  large  scale 
indeed.  He  also,  in  consequence  of  the  ac- 
cumuls^ted  experience  of  the  past,  issued 
Government  loans  to  the  authorities 
on  a  much  larger  scale,  and  also  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  That  has  had 
a  moat. admirable  effect.  There  is  only 
one  figure  1  will  give  to  the  Hou^e — it  is 
this..  In  th^  iamine  of  18967-7,  which 
was  also  very  severe  in  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, the  amount  of  the  loans  issued 
was  £125,000,  whereas  in  the  famine 
from  the  year  ended  31st  March  last, 
in  the  United  Provinces,  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,000,000  has  been  issued  for 
.these  loans.  And  the  great  merit  of  that 
Mr,  Buchanan, 


action  and  of  the  suspension  of  the 
revenue  was  that  Ijhey  were  promptly 
taken,  and  taken  at  the  right  moment, 
when  they  put  the  cultivators  in  good 
heart  to  meet  the  troubled  times  ahead  of 
them.  All  this,  as  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
have ,  had  experience  are  aware,  is  of  the 
y^ry  highest  importance.  It  is  of  im- 
portance also  in  another  respect. 
These  loans  are  ^ent  mainly  in  the 
purchase  of  seed,  the  sinking  of  wells, 
embankments,  and.  irrigation  exped- 
ients. It  is  clear  what  Qie  result  will 
be.  The  cultivator  will  have  in  his 
pocket  the  power  to  purchase  seed,  and 
he  will  be  in  a  much  more  secure  position 
than  if  he  had  not  the  power  of  pur- 
chasing that  3eed.  The  result  of  all 
that  is  set  out  in  some  detail  in  the  Re- 
port we  have  had  from  the  United 
Provinces.  They  have  been  able  to 
sow  a  muph  lai:ger  area  of  cultivated 
ground  than  could  possibly  have  been 
anticipated,  or  than  has  ever  been  sown 
in  famine  circumstances  before.  Officers 
in  the  United  Provinces  have  made  close 
calculations  of  the  amount  of  land  that 
would  normally  be  sowed  in  the  famine 
districts.  I  will  give  only  a  couple  of 
examples.  In  two  districts  of  the  United 
Provinces,  instead  of  being  able  to  sow 
only  half  the  normal  area,  in  consequence 
of  th^se  loans  they  have  been  able  to  sow 
three-qi;iarters  of  it.  In  two  other  dis- 
tricts they  have  been  able  to  sow  three 
times  more  than  was  anticipated,  and  i^ 
other  districts  double  as  much  as  antici- 
pated. It  is  clear,  therefore,  there  will 
be  a  much  larger  area,  for  spring  crops, 
secured  than  otherwise  would  have  been 
done.  All  this  gives  an  increased  amount 
of  labour,  it  gives  fairly  high  wages  for 
the  labourers  in  ploughmg  and  watering, 
and  that  increased  deman,d  for  labour 
results  in  a  less  expenditure  on  relief 
works.  The  results  of  what  has  been 
done  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words. 
First  ^d  foremost,  these  loans  have  put 
heart  into  the  cultivators  at  the  most 
important  moment.  Secondly,  they 
ensure  as  full  an  area  as  possible  being 
cultivated  for  cold  weather  crops. 
Thirdly,  employment  is  given  to  a  large 
number  of  people  at  high  rates  of  wages 
in  irrigating  and  harvesting  those  crops, 
thus  keeping  them  off  relief  works. 
Fourthly,  they  add  permanently  to  the 
irrigated  area.  ^.F^^^^^eep  opep 
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the  oidinaiy  courses  of  credit  usually 
available.  Bnt  there  is  something  more. 
In  consequence  of  what  has  been  done 
we  have  had  much  less  of  what  is  one  of 
the  most  painful  experiences  of  famine, 
namely,  that  of  a  man  giving  up  at  the 
earliest  moment,  and  taking  to  wandering, 
with  his  family,  aimlessly  through  the 
country,  contracting  disease  and  perishing 
by  the  way.  There  bas  been  much  less  of 
that  sort  of  experience,  and  the  recent 
report  of  Sir  John  Hewett  states  that  there 
is  much  less  disease  and  mortality — less 
smallpox,  less  fever,  and  less  cholera. 
But  on  the  whole  there  has  been  much 
less  sickness  in  the  United  Provinces, 
and  l^ere  has  been  no  rise  in  mortaKty 
equal  to  what  we  have  seen  in  previous 
famines.  Sir  John  Hewett  says  that 
in  a  large  number  of  the  districts 
of  the  United  Provinces  the  death  rate 
was,  in  April,  well  below  the  normal. 
Still  I  do  not  want  to  exaggerate  the 
good  side  of  the  situation.  We  received 
a  telegram  last  night  from  India  stating 
the  exact  position  in  which  things  were 
at  the  present  moment.  It  states  that 
in  the  United  Provinces,  relief  is  still 
being  given  in  thirty-seven  districts ; 
there  are  300,000  persons  on  relief  works 
and  500,000  on  gratuitous  relief.  There 
is  little  wandering  and  little  emaciation 
or  signs  of  distress,  and  the  physical 
condition  of  the  people  is  well  maintained, 
though  the  mortality  in  some  districts 
is  above  the  normal  on  account  of  small- 
pox and  cholera,  which  were  rapidly 
abating.  The  monsoon  has  so  far  given 
good  rain  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  rainfall  over  India  as 
a  whole  from  1st  June  up  to  date  is 
exactly  normal.  Reports  received  from 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  on  tour  in 
the  United  Provinces  show  that  there 
is  at  present  the  prospect  of  an  excellent 
harvest  over  an  abnormally  large  area. 
The  prospects  of  India  generally  are 
distinctly  favourable  though  more  rain 
is  wanted  in  the  North- West  Frontier 
provinces  and  part  of  Madras.  There 
is  still,  however,  time  even  in  those 
areas  for  sufficient  rain  to  fall  to  secure 
a  good  harvest,  and  in  the  country,  as  a 
whole,  the  conditions  are,  up  to  date, 
satisfactory.  On  the  whole,  the  Report 
is  a  good  one,  and  it  does  not  keep  back 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  House  the 
two    sides    of    the    question.    It   must 


be  a  source  of  gratification  for  the  House 
to  find  that  the  long-continued  efiorts 
and  the  accumulated  experience  due 
to  those  efforts  are  having  their  effect 
in  reducing  lie  inevitable  suftering  and 
misery  that  follow  in  the  wajce  of  scarcity 
and  famine.  If  we  compare  the  state 
of  things  to-day  with  the  condition  of 
affairs  thirty  or  fifty  years  ago,  or  still 
more  before  British  rule  began,  we  can- 
not fail  to  recognise  that  there  is  no  sphere 
in  which  British  rule  has  done  more  to 
alleviate  the  condition  of  the  poorest  of 
the  peoples  of  Hindustan  than  the  long- 
continued  efforts  for  the  prevention  of 
famine  and  the  alleviation  of  its  miseries 
when  they  arise.  I  should  like  to  go  back 
to  a  more  pleasing  topic,  again  a  &iancial 
one.  There  is  the  question  of  the  debt. 
I  think  that  India  can  show  up  very 
well  in  comparison  with  other  countries 
in  respect  of  its  position  as  to  non- 
productive debt. .  The  total  debt-charge 
of  India  for  the*  non-productive  debt 
amounts  to  no  more  than  £1,420,000,  or 
just  about  3  per  cent,  of  its  net  revenue. 
If  the  Ghancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
could  imagine  that,  in  this  country,  he 
could  have  in  the  future  a  debt-charge 
amounting  to  not  more  than  3  per  cent, 
of  his  net  revenue  he  would  sleep  more 
comfortably  at  night  and  would  antici- 
pate certain  charges  that  may  possibly 
come  upon  his  revenue  with  a  lighter 
heart.  Anyhow  it  is  satisfactory  that 
there  is  this  light  debt  charge  and  that 
it  is  diminislung  and  not  increasing. 
There  is  also  the  ordinary  test  of  the 
yield  of  the  commercial  departments 
of  the  State  and  the  general  state  of 
trade  in  India.  Of  both  we  can  give 
good  reports.  The  commercial  depart- 
ments of  the  State  in  India  are  of  great 
importance,  much  more  important  from 
a  revenue  point  of  view  than  in  this 
country.  The  railways  in  the  main 
belong  to  the  State,  and  they  now,  after 
paying  all  expenses  and  interest  on 
capital,  yield  to  the  Indian  Exchequer 
a  net  revenue  of  £2,500,000  per  annum 
as  compared  with  £250,000  five  years 
ago.  The  irrigation  works  yield  us 
£750,000  per  annum,  as  opposed  to 
less  than  £200,000  per  annum  five^years 
ago.  There  is  no  sphere  of  work  in 
which  the  Indian  Government  has  en- 
gaged which  is  more  satisfactory  to 
contemplate  than  that  of  tie^mlway 
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and    irrigation    work.    Hon.    Members 
will  have  read  with  interest  the  report  on 
railway  work  by   Sir  James  Mackay's 
Committee   which   we   laid   before   the 
House  at  Whitsuntide,  and  which  shows 
what  our  policy  in  the  past  has  been 
and  what  the  policy  in  the  future  is  to 
be.    Everyone  will  anticipate  from  the 
fact  that  we  have  adopted  the  main 
recommendations  of  that  Report  a  satis- 
factory  result   to   our   revenue,    which 
in  the  future  will  not  be   worse,  but 
better  than  at  the  present  time.    I  have 
given  notice  of  a  Bill  for  renewing  our 
power  of  borrowing  money  for  railway, 
irrigation,  and  other  general  purposes, 
but  I  have  not  yet  had  the  opportunity 
of    introducing    it.    It   is    a    measure, 
however,  that  will  generally  commend 
itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  House 
and  from  it  we  may  expect  very  excellent 
results   will   ensue.    Everyone   will   re- 
cognise also  that  there  is  no  part  of  our 
work  which  reflects  more  credit  on  us 
than    the    admirable  *  irrigation    work, 
large  and  small,  which  has  been  carried 
out  in  recent  years.     It  has  been  a  help 
to  our  revenue,  tending  also  to  mitigate 
the    conditions    of   the    poorest   people 
in  the  time  of  their  distress.    We  intend 
to  go  on  as  we  have  done  only  more  so 
in  tbe  future  in  pursuit  of  that  policy. 
The  Customs  duties  are  increasing  year 
after   year.    We   have   an   increase   in  ] 
the  yield  of  the  Customs  duties  for  the 
five  years  of  £1,030,000  per  annum,  which 
is  due  to  the  great  increase  of  imports, 
and   that   increase   may  be   attributed 
to    the      prosperity    that     was     wide- 
spread   before     the     present     scarcity 
began,     and    to     the    state   of    inland 
trade.      The  figures  in  connection  with 
exports  and  imports  are  probably  fairly 
familiar  to  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  use  they  often  make 
of   them   in   other   contests,   and   they 
are  exceedingly  satisfactory.       The  im- 
ports of  merchandise  on  private  account 
in    the    fw^    years    have    risen    from 
£52,500,000  to  £91,000,000— an  £increase 
in  imports  of  70  per  cent.     In  exports 
the  increase  has  been  from  £86,000,000 
to  £115,500,000,  while    the)  volume    of 
trade  has   risen   from   £138,500,000    to 
££06,500,000.     The   increases  have  been 
in   all  the  important  articles — such  as 
fooJ   and  drink,  metals,  manufactured 
goods,   and  cotton.    Drink  is   not  the 
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largest  of  these  items  by  any  means 
in  the  total  of  £11,500,000  for  articles 
cf   food  and  drink ;    the  largest  item 
is    sugar,    which    yields    us   £6,000,000 
out  of  the  £11,500,000.    In  the  course 
of   the   five   years   metals   and   manu- 
factured goods  have  risen  from  £9,500,000 
to  £20,000,000,  and  the  value  of  imported 
cotton  from  £20,250,000  to  £32,000,000. 
In  exports  cotton  has  gone  up  in  value 
from  £16,000,000  to  £24,000,000,  but  jute 
beats  cotton,  of  which  for  the  sake  of 
Dundee  I  am  glad,  having  risen  in  value 
from  £13,000,000    to  £24,000,000,  while 
wheat   and    tea   follow    on   very   well. 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  add  that  in  the  past 
six  months  there  has  been  son^  set- 
back, owing  partly  to  the  famine,  partly 
owing  to  the  crisis  in  the  United  States, 
and  India  has  suffered  as  other  com- 
munities have  done.    There  were  diffi- 
culties  in   regard   to   our   Bills  which 
we  endeavoured  to  meet  and  supplement, 
I  think  with  success.    Any  hon.  Members 
will  see  a  good  deal  about  that  both, 
in  the  financial  statement  and  in  the 
Memorandum.    I  think  the  account  one 
can  give  of  the  economic  condition  of 
India    is   a   fairly   satisfactory   one    as 
judged  by  any  ordinary  test.    I  have 
endeavoured  to  take  criteria  which  will 
test  the  prosperity  as  far  as  possible 
not  only  in  the  upper  ranges  of  wealth, 
but   in   the   lower  ranges  as  well,  and 
the    \ast    body    of    population    is    an 
agricultural,    and    a   poor   population. 
I  have  dwelt  upon  famine  and  one  or 
two  other  drawbacks  to  the  situation. 
There  is  also  plague.    Plague  has  un- 
doubtedly been  a  terrible  calamity  in 
India   during   the   past   ten   or   eleven 
years.    A  few  days  ago  several  questions 
were  put  to  me  on  this  subject  by  hon. 
Members,  and  I  gave  to  the  House  the 
figures    for    the    current    year.    They 
were  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  character. 
I  am  told  that  some  gentlemen  who  asked 
me    these    questions    rather    demurred 
to  my  statement   as   to   the   first   six 
months  of  the  present  year,  and  they 
asked  how  the  figures  compared  witli 
the  first  six  months  of  last  year  month 
by  month.    Last  year  was,  of  course, 
an   exceptionally  bad   year — the   worst 
we    have   had.    The   mortality   in    the 
first  six  months  of  1807  reached  1,061,000 ; 
in  the  six  months  of  the  present  year 
the  mortality  was  110,000  and  all  through 
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you  will  find  a  tenfold  decrease  in  the 
bad  months  as  well  as  a  great  deal 
more  than  tenfold  in  what  are  called 
the  good  months,  like  June  and  July. 
In  the  telegram  which  I  read  a  minute 
or  two  ago  the  Viceroy  gives  us  the  latest 
figures,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths 
in  the  week  ended  11th  July  in  the  whole 
of  India  amoimted  only  to  435.  The 
House  should  not,  of  course,  be 
too  hopefuL  Although  the  figures 
for  the  first  six  months  are  the 
lowest  since  1900,  there  have  been 
decreased  before,  and  we  have  been 
disappointed  in  their  continuation. 
The  large  decrease  in  1906  was  followed 
by  the  appalling  figures  of  1907.  We 
must,  therefore,  possess  our  souls  in 
patience,  and  hope  that  we  are  passing 
by  the  worst  of  this  dreadful  plague. 
But  the  Government  of  India  have  to 
battle  not  only  with  plague,  pestilence,  and 
famine,  with  battle  and  murder,  but  with 
sedition  and  privy  conspiracy  as  well. 
There  is,  unfortunately,  a  seditious  spirit 
abroad  in  some  parts  of  India.  It  shows 
itself  in  the  Press  and  in  a  general  spirit 
of  suspicion  and  distrust,  and,  in  some 
cases,  of  violence  and  outrage.  The  last 
development  of  it  has  been  the  discovery 
in  Calcutta  of  an  organised  conspiracy 
for  the  production  and  use  of  bombs  and 
other  murderous  instruments  of  destruc- 
tion. We  do  not  know,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
how  far  the  ramifications  of  this  conspir- 
acy ^go.  But  it  is  a  new  and  most  un- 
pleasing  discovery.  It  is  needless  to 
enlarge  upon  it.  It  would  be  useless  to 
exaggerate  it  or  to  minimise  its  importance. 
But  I  am  convinced  that  such  methods  are 
utterly  repugnant  to  the  ideas  of  Indians 
and  Europeans  alike  in  India ;  and  we  are 
having,  and  we  have  already  had,  from 
day  to  day  and  from  week  to  week  assur- 
ances upon  this  subject — ^hon.  Members 
will  have  seen  one  in  the  newspapers  to- 
day— assurances  of  the  united  support  of 
all  sections  of  the  population  in  stamping 
out  this  hateful  form  of  political  disease. 
That  we  shall  do  by  any  and  every  means 
at  our  command.  We  have  already 
strengthened  our  powers  for  th"s  purpose 
by  passing  the  Explosives  Act  and  the 
P^ss  Act.  Until  the  present  moment 
no  need  has  arisen  for  putting  the  latter 
of  these  Acts  into  operation.  We  can  look 
at  the  fact  with  satisfaction,  because  it 
shows  so  far  as  it  goes — ^it  is  but  a  'short 


time — the  deterrent  rasu  ta  of  this  legisla- 
tion we  have  passed.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
No."]  I  think  so  far  as  it  goes  it  does. 
We  cannot  be  surprised  that  there  is 
anxiety  among  Europeans  in  India,  par- 
ticularly in  the  outlying  districts ;  but  it 
is  anxiety  that  has  bravely  been  borne. 
We  sitting  here  on  these  benches  can,  and 
I  think  ought  to,  give  our  tribute  of 
respect  to  all  in  India,  high  and  low,  non- 
officials  as  well  as  officials,  women  as  well 
as  men  and  more  than  men,  who  possess 
their  souls  in  fortitude  and  patience  and 
show  no  signs  of  feeble  panic  or  alarm'. 
They  trust  in  us  and  we  shall  not  fail  them. 
But  there  are  other  signs  of  political 
discontent  and  unrest,  not  outside  the  pale 
like  the  bomb  of  the  anarchist,  but  serious 
in  their  character,  and  for  which  it  is 
difficult  to  devise  a  remedy.  We  have 
got  to  recognise  that  a  new  spirit  has 
come  over  the  political  outlook  of  large 
numbers  of  educated  Indians.  This  class 
may  be  numbered,  not  by  millions,  but 
by  tens  or  hundreds  of  thousands ;  but 
it  is  an  influential  class ;  and  our  rule, 
to  be  a  complete  and  stable  success, 
should  be  able  to  attract  that  class  to 
our  side.  Some  are  frankly  hostile  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  rule,  some  are 
hostile,  but  not  frankly  so.  The  major- 
ity, I  believe,  recognise  the  advantages 
obtained  and  to  be  Qbtained  under  our 
rule.  They  know  the  disasters  which 
would  befall  them  were  our  rule  removed ; 
but  many  of  them,  at  any  rate,  are  not 
cordial.  Can  we  bring  them  really  to 
our  side  ?  Can  we  adapt  British  rule 
and  British  administration  to  the  new 
ideas  that  are  growing  up  in  India  ?  We 
may  not  be  able  to  satisfy  all  their  ideals. 
But  to  those  who  loyally  accept  the 
conditions  of  our  rule  we  want  to  offer 
an  active  and  real  interest  and  responsi- 
bility in  the  concerns  of  their  own  people. 
That  is  the  problem  that  is  before  us. 
It  is  not  a  simple  or  a  single  problem, 
and  we  cannot  have  a  simple  or  a  single 
solution  of  it.  But  if  we  can  convince 
those  most  interested  of  the  sincerity  of 
our  desire  to  solve  it  we  shall  have  the 
assistance  of  all  the  moderate  sections 
of  the  community.  I  know  there  are 
those — and  they  are  gentlemen  whose 
opinion  is  entitled  to  every  respect — 
who  nudntain  that,  if  we  were  to  go  back 
on  the  partition  of  Bengal,  all  would  be 
well,  not  only  in  Bengal,  but  throughout 
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India.  I  cannot  share  tliat  view.  At 
any  rate,  whatever  our  opinion  on  that 
transaction  may  be,  what  is  most  obliga- 
tory upon  us  at  the  present  moment  is, 
in  Bengal  and  elsewhere,  and  particularly 
in  Bengal,  to  endeavour  to  improve  the 
work  of  administration  under  existing 
arrangements,  to  oil  its  wheels  and  to 
remove  the  soreness  which,  undoubtedly, 
was  largely  caused  by  the  way  in  which 
the  division  of  the  province  was  originally 
carried  out.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  has  shown  generally  what  his  aims 
and  intentions  are  as  regards  political 
reforms.  His  object  and  that  of  the 
Government  is  to  go  forward  fearlessly 
on  the  lines  of  constitutional  progress 
in  such  a  way  as  to  meet,  as  far  as  possible, 
Possible,  in  the  wordia  used  by  Lord 
Minto,  the  Viceroy,  the  other  day,  the 
political  aspirations  of  honest  reformers. 
We  should  like  to  be  able  on  this  fiftieth 
aimiversary  of  the  assumption  of  the 
Government  of  India  by  the  Crown  to 
take  a  real  step  forward.  It  is  not 
merely  constitutional  but  administrative 
reform  in  all  its  grades  that  we  have  in 
view.  We  hope  to  do  a  great  deal  in  the 
way  of  administrative  improvement  by 
simplifying  and  shortening  its  procedure, 
by  limiting  excessive  official  interference, 
quite  as  much  in  the  interest  of  the 
official  as  of  the  non-official  class ;  and 
as  a  guiding  principle  in  all  that  we  do, 
to  endeavour  to  associate  Indians  more 
and  more  with  the  practical  work  of 
government.  It  would  be  unwise  and 
indeed  impossible  for  me  to  go  more  into 
detail  where  no  detailed  scheme  has  yet 
been  decided  upon  by  us.  The  House 
is  aware  of  the  position  generally  in 
which  the  question  of  reform  now  stands. 
We  are  most  anxious  for  speedy  progress  ; 
but  we  want  to  take  with  us  the 
maximum  of  consent  and  of  hearty 
Consent,  both  here  and  in  India.  The 
opinions  of  the  Local  Governments  and 
the  other  authorities  in  India  on  the  last 
proposals  submitted  to  them  by  the 
Government  of  India  have  all  been  sent 
in ;  but  we  await  the  final  recommenda- 
tions upon  them  of  the  Government  of 
India.  Then  there  id  the  Report  of  the 
Decentralisation  Commission  presided 
over  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury.  I  think  few  members 
of  the  House  realise  the  time  and  labour 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  devoted  to 

Mr,  BucJuinan, 


that  work.  It  was  a  large  and  important 
work,  and  they  did  not  spare  themselves. 
They  held  eighty  sittings  and  travelled 
30,000  miles  in,  the  execution  of  their 
work ;  and  I  believe  they  have  still  to 
extract  the  essence  from  something  like 
seven  or  eight  large  volumes  of  evidence 
laid  before  them.  We  anticipate  great 
results  from  their  recommendations. 
But  it  is  manifest  that  with  the  labours 
they  are  performing  now  day  after  day 
and  week  after  week  it  will  be  two  or 
three  months  before  their  Report  can 
be  produced,  and  it  is  clear  that 
it  must  be  nearly  the  end  of  the 
year  before  definite  decisions  can 
be  arrived  at  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Government  which  can  be 
announced  to  Parliament.  But  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  hopes  that  such  a  statement 
will  be  possible  before  the  autumn 
session  comes  to  an  end.  One  word  of 
caution  before  I  conclude.  These  reforms 
cannot  be  a  panacea  for  all  Indian 
troubles.  Legislation  and  the  machinery 
of  government  are  not  everything.  But 
we  believe  that  these  reforms,  if  carried 
through,  will  do  something  to  meet 
the  legitimate  desires  now  unsatisfied 
of  an  important  class  of  the  community  ; 
and  it  is  in  that  confident  hope  that  we 
are  proceeding  with  them.  But  there  is 
another,  and  humbler,  day  to  day  method 
by  which  we  hope  to  surmount  some  of  our 
troubles  as  our  predecessors  had  sur- 
mounted similar  difliculties  in  the  past. 
We  can  say  for  ourselves,  without 
flattery,  that  as  a  nation  we  are  not 
daunted  by  theoretical  difficulties  which 
may  be  presented  to  us  by  clever  men  in  an 
apparently  insoluble  form.  We  take 
things  as  they  come  ;  and  we  endeavour 
to  find  a  practical  solution  for  each 
particular  emergency  as  it  arises.  The 
method  is  not  ours.  It  is  as  old  as 
Solomon,  who  told  us  to  ponder  the  path 
at  our  feet  and  to  let  our  eyes  look  right  on. 
That  has  served  us  in  good  stead  in  the 
past ;  it  will  serve  us  well  in  the  future. 
After  all,  the  millions  of  Indian  cultivators 
are  the  bulk  of  the  Indian  people,  and  if 
we  give  them  a  just  rule,  if  we  secure 
them  peace,  and — so  far  as  enlightened 
government  can  do  it — secure  them 
prosperity,  we  shall  do  a  good  work 
in  our  generation.  I  sometimes^  read 
with  regret  disparaging  things  said  of 
those  who  are  carrymg  on  tLa.work'of 
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administration  in  India.  We  all  have 
friends  engaged  in  that  work ;  and  we 
know  the  good  they  have  done  and  are 
doing.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the 
younger  men  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service 
just  Uke  their  predecessors,  in  the  heroic 
days,  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years  ago, 
dream  dreams  and  see  visions  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  work  in  which  they  are 
engaged.  Indeed,  no  one  can  be  associated 
with  the  government  of  India  in  whatever 
•capacity — as  I  am  here,  as  we  all  are, 
sitting  on  these  benches — without  feeling 
somethingof  theinspiration  that  it  is  given 
to  U8  to  help  on,  in  however  humble  a  way, 
a  great  achievement  and  a  noble  work. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'**That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair   (for    Committee    on    East  India  I 
Eevenue  Accounts)." — {Mr,  Bitchanan,) 

*Eakl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.)  said 
that   while   they    must    all    regret    the 
almost  irreparable  loss  which  the  House 
had  sustained  by  the  removal  of  Lord 
Morley  to  another  place,  he  was  sure 
they  would  join  in  congratulating  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  on  the  ability  with  which  he  had  dis- 
charged the  task  which  he  thought  had 
not  devolved  for  some  fifteen  years  on 
any  one  holding  his  ofiice  in  this  House, 
and  which  was  not  rendered  more  easy 
by  the   fact   that   he   was   so   recently 
transferred  from  another  position.     They 
would  also  echo  the  eulogium  which  he 
passed   on   the   skill   and   success   with 
which  the  recent  expedition  on  the  Indian 
frontier  was  organised  and  carried  through 
— a    success    all    the    more    remarkable 
because  of  the  very  stringent  stipulation 
laid  down  by  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  speedy  evacuation  of  the  territory 
concerned.     The    right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  the  policy  of  punitive  expedi- 
tions   was   a   subject   on    which   people 
-differed  in  opinion.     He  did  not  suppose 
there    was    any    school    of    responsible 
politicians  who  would  seriously  contend 
that   the  Indian  Government  could  sit 
with  its  hands  folded  and  allow  outrages 
to  be  committed  by  raiders  from  beyond 
our    territory  i^dthin   our   own   borders. 
If  there  was  any  question  on  the  subject 
of  punitive  expeditions,  it  was  not  whether 
they  should  take  place,  but  whether  they 
rshonld   or  should  not  be   followed  by 
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annexation.  He  thought  the  attitude 
of  the  majority  of  the  frontier  tribes 
during  the  recent  expedition  was  strong 
corroborative  evidence  in  favour  of 
maintaining  that  policy  of  abstention 
from  intervention  in  tribal  affairs  beyond 
our  frontier  which  was  laid  down  by  Lord 
George  Hamilton  in  his  despatch,  and 
which  has  been  adhered  to  by  the  present 
Secretary  of  State.  Perhaps  the  most 
disquieting  feature  of  the  expedition, 
and  one  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  allude,  was  the  participation  in 
the  operations  of  a  certain  number  of 
raiders  from  Afghan  territory,  and  it 
was  satisfactory  to  know  that  in  the 
later  stages  of  the  campaign  the  Ameer 
of  Afghanistan  seemed  to  have  taken 
some  steps  to  control  those  incursions 
into  our  territory,  and,  perhaps,  he  might 
take  that  opportunity,  though  it  was  not 
a  subject  which  it  was  desirable  to  discuss 
at  length,  of  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
Ameer  would  before  long  be  able  to  give 
us  a  fresh  proof  of  his  goodwill  by  the  an- 
nouncing his  acceptance  of  the  recent 
Anglo-Russian  agreement,  which  many 
on  that  side  of  the  House  thought  it 
necessary  to  criticise  in  some  of  its 
details,  but  which,  so  far  as  regarded 
Afghanistan  itself,  had  no  other  object 
in  view  than  to  make  it  easy  for  the  two 
coterminous  Powers  to  fulfil  their  treaty 
engagements  with  respect  to  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  that  country. 

So  far  as  the  purely  financial  aspect 
of  the  present  Budget  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  imagine  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  meet  with  any  serious 
criticism.  The  surplus  at  their  disposal, 
though  larger  undoubtedly  than  was 
anticipated — (and  in  view  of  the  partial 
recrudescence  of  famine  in  the  provinces, 
it  was  surprising  that  there  should  be 
any  surplus  at  all) — was  not  sufficiently 
large  to  admit  of  a  further  reduct  on 
of  taxation,  and  he  was  not  sure  that 
a  reduction  of  taxation  had  the  first 
claim  on  an  Indian  finance  Minister. 
The  allocation  of  the  surplus  to  grants 
in  aid  of  sanitary  administration 
had  met  with  general  approval.  Nor 
when  they  turned  from  the  purely 
financial  aspect  of  the  question  to  those 
larger  questions  of  public  policy  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  passing 
and  eloquent  reference  in  his  concluding 
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remarks — the  extension  of  primary  edu- 
cation, the  enlargement  of  the  legislative 
coimcils,  the  decentralisation  of  pro- 
vincial administration — were  they  in 
regard  to  any  of  these  larger  questions 
of  policy  in  a  much  more  favourable 
position  usefully  to  discuss  them  than 
they  were  last  year,  for  the  reason, 
Bs  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  himself 
said,  that  neither  the  House  nor 
the  Government  themselves  were  in 
possession  of  the  results  of  the  inquiries 
set  on  foot  in  India.  Therefore,  upon 
none  of  those  questions  did  he  think 
that  any  long  and  minute  discussion 
was  called  for.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  blame  the  Government  for  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  this  matter, 
because  questions  of  this  kind  were 
far  too  important  to  be  hastily  decided, 
and  they  had  a  somewhat  impleasant 
reminder  of  the  need  of  proceeding 
cautiously  in  these  matters,  in  the  fact 
that  in  this  very  year  somewhat 
ominously  in  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  announced  his  intention  to 
take  steps  in  the  direction  of  broadening 
the  basis  of  the  legislative  system, 
the  Government  of  India  should 
have  had  to  ^o  to  the  legislative  coimcil 
in  order  to  ask  an  increase  of  their 
executive  authority. 

The  light  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
little  in  regard  to  the  Press  Act. 
He  thought  the  Government  was  to 
te  congratulated  upon  taking  a  step 
long  overdue,  and  which,  if  report 
spoke  truly,  was  unsucceBsfully  pressed 
upon  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the 
Government  of  India  last  year. 
The  repeal  of  Lord  Lytton's  Press 
Act  had  been  universally  regarded  by 
British  opinion  in  India  as  a  mistake, 
and  although  he  thought  the  Unionist 
Government  had  to  bear  a  fair  share 
of  the  blame  for  not  having  dealt  with 
the  matter  themselves  in  the  past,  still, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  keeping 
the  treatment  of  Indian  questions  free 
so  far  as  possible  of  the  suspicion  of 
party  bias,  he  could  not  regret  himself 
that  it  should  have  fallen  to  a  Liberal 
Government  to  redress  a  mistake  for 
which  a  Liberal  (Jovemment  was  in 
the  first  instance  responsible.  If  there 
was  any  criticism  to  be  made  on  the 
Earl  Percy. 


recent  Press  Act  it  was  that  it  erred 
on  the  side  of  leniency,  and  that  the 
definition    of    sedition    was    exclusively 
confined  to  sedition  tending  to  actual 
acts  of  violence .    Another  criticism  which 
might  be  made  was  that  the  mode   of 
procedure,    which    involved    in    every 
case    the    direct    interposition    of    the 
local    Government    before    the    magis- 
trates   could    act,    might    in    times    of 
emergency   be   found  to   be   somewhat 
cumbrous  and  dilatory.    At  the   same 
time   the    Government   had   announced 
their  intention  of  correcting  any  defects 
which  experience  might  reveal  in  this 
Act.     Lord    Minto    stated    that     they 
intended  to  supplement  it  with  an  Act 
dealing  with  the  whole  question  of  the 
supervision   of  the   Press,   and  it   was, 
at  all  events,  satisfactory  to  know,  as 
the    hon.    Gentleman    had    told    them 
that      afternoon,      that     although     no 
prosecutions    had    taken    place    under 
the  Press  Act  nor  the  Explosives  Act 
still,  they  had  been  effective,  and  that 
some  of  the  worst  offenders  had  thought 
it  advisable  to  close  their  offices.    He 
hoped  the  Government  would  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  deterred  from  taking, 
any  steps  necessary  in  this  matter  by 
the  very  small  section  of  opinion  which 
was    constantly    proclaiming    that    we 
ought    to    govern    India    according    to- 
Indian   ideas,    and  then  turned  round 
and  asked  us  to  extend  to  the  native 
Press    a    licence    which   would   not    be 
tolerated  by  any  native  Grovemment.    If 
we  were  to  allow  matters  to  drift  much 
longer,  we  should  forfeit,  and  deservedly 
forfeit,  the  respect  of  the  best  native 
opinion  in  India  itself,  we   should   fail 
in   our   duty   to   the   rising  generation 
whose    minds   have    been   poisoned   by 
the   perpetual   propaganda   of  sedition, 
and  further,  we  should  fail  in  our  duty 
to  that  small  but  devoted  band  of  our 
fellow-countrymen  upon  the  maintenance 
of  whose  authority  depended  not  merely 
their    personal    safety,    but    the    very 
existence    and    continuance    of    British 
rule  in  India. 

Assertions  had  frequently  been  made 
regarding  the  growing  feeling  of  estrange- 
ment between  the  white  and  the  coloured 
races  in  India.    It  was  some  five  years- 
since  he  was^  in  India,,  ^Kl^r^  not. 
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believe  that  in  that  interval  events  had 
so  far  changed  thatso  sweeping  a  generali- 
sation could  be  justified.  This  much 
was  certain,  that  if  anything  could  pro- 
duce, not  only  estrangement,  but  actual 
antipathy  between  the  white  and  coloured 
races,  it  would  be  the  identification  of 
the  idea  of  justice  to  native  asjnrations 
with  the  idea  of  passive  toleration  of 
every  form  of  incitement  to  disloyalty 
and  crime.  But  there  was  another 
reason  why  he  thought  the  Government 
were  bound  to  deal  sternly  with  an 
agitation  of  that  kind,  and  it  was  one 
to  which  Lord  Minto  alluded  in  his 
speech  in  the  debate  in  the  Legislative 
Council.  Lord  Minto  said  very  truly 
that  whatever  might  be  the  determining 
factors  in  the  present  state  of  unrest, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  main  problem  which  Indian  states- 
men had  to  solve  was  not  a  political, 
but  an  economic  problem.  It  was  quite 
true  that  the  measures  which  the  Indian 
Government  had  passed  during  the  last 
few  years  had  done  a  great  deal  to  place 
the  finances  of  India  in  the  satisfactory 
position  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  described  that  afternoon.  They  had, 
in  fact,  placed  the  finances  in  a  position 
which  might  well  excite  the  envy 
of  any  Western  nation.  They  had 
reduced  taxation  to  a  point  which 
scarcely  left  any  room  for  criticism,  even 
by  the  Leaders  of  the  Congress  party. 
They  had  wiped  out  the  unremunerative 
debt,  they  had  established  over  large 
parts  of  India  means  in  the  shape  of  loan 
banks  for  freeing  the  agriculturist  from 
dependence  upon  the  local  usurer,  and 
they  had  set  up  machinery  for  assisting 
the  agriculturist  by  means  of  advances 
of  capital  and  remissions  of  land  revenue 
to  tide  over  a  time  of  stress  and  emer- 
gency. 

But  the  fact  remained  that  India  was 
not  so  much  perhaps  a  poor  country 
as  a  country  whose  economic  position 
was  necessarily  precarious,  because  it 
depended  almost  exclusively  upon  a 
single  industry,  namely,  agriculture, 
wh^h  was  exposed  to  vicissitudes  of  a 
kind  and  ^equency  to  which  it  was 
not  exposed  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  So  long  as  that  was 
the  case  there  must  be  recurring 
periods    of  misery  with   the   inevitable 


accompaniment  of  discontent,  and  it 
was  one  of  the  worst  features  of  the 
agitation  which  had  now  gone  on  for 
three  or  four  years,  that  it  must  inevit- 
ably tend  to  discourage  the  free  inflow 
of  British  capital  into  India,  which  was 
absolutely  indispensable  if  alternative 
Indian  industries  were  to  be  developed, 
and  which  would  be  more  necessary 
than  ever  in  the  coming  years  if  the 
Government  were  to  carry  out  success  r 
fully  the  large  borrowing  operations 
which  they  contemplated  in  connec- 
tion with  their  railway  programme. 
Although  the  economic  problem  was  dis- 
tinct from  and  more  important  than  the 
political,  there  was,  at  all  events,  one 
question  which  vitally  concerned  both, 
and  that  was  Jhe  question  of  education. 
In  the  speech  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
made  at  the  Civil  Service  Dinner  the 
other  day,  he  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
main  causes  leading  to  the  present unre it 
in  India,  the  defective  ideal  which  had 
inspired  our  educational  system.  The 
same  view  was  expressed  by  one  of  the 
Indian  Me^ibers  on  the  Legislative 
Council  when  he  said  that  what  was 
most  needed  was  not  a  multiplication 
of  existing  primary  schools,  but  the 
reform  of  the  whole  system.  He  believed 
that  everybody  was  agreed  that  some 
reform  of  the  educational  system)  was 
necessary,  but  hardly  any  two  were 
agreed  as  to  the  lines  on  which  that 
reform  should  proceed.  On  the  one 
hand,  there  was  a  school  of  thought, 
represented  by  some  Gentleman  in  that 
House,  who  thought  we  ought  to  copy  in 
India  all  the  latest  educational  ideas  of 
England,  that  education  ought  to  be  free 
and  also  compulsory  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  a  school  of  thought,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  initial  blunder  lay 
in  ever  having  introduced  into  India 
the  English  system  of  education  at  all. 
If  we  had  introduced  the  English  system 
of  education  in  India,  he  would  view 
its  extension  with  much  less  misgiving 
than  he  did.  But  the  fundamental 
difficulty  of  the  system  in  India  was 
that  it  never  bore  more  than  a  super- 
ficial resemblance  to  that  with  which  we 
were  familiar,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  it  was  introduced  were  wholly 
different  from  the  conditions  existing 
at  home,  and  wholly  different  from 
the   conditions   prevailing   in   India   at 

•p   f^  Digitized  by  VaOOQlC 


135 


East  India 


{COMMONS}  Bevenue  Accounts. 


136 


the  present  time.  In  England,  from 
the  outset,  in  both  State  and  voluntary 
schools,  primary  education  was  asso- 
ciated with  religious  teaching  in  one 
form  or  another,  and  to  this  day  the 
opposition  excited  by  any  proposal 
to  banish  religious  teaching  from  the 
schools,  was  due  to  the  widespread  con- 
viction that  education  divorced  from 
religious  teaching  was  not  merely  defec- 
tive in  itself  but  might  have  an  actually 
subversive  effect  on  character  and  hardly 
deserved  to  be  called  education  at  all.  In 
India  the  conditions  were  wholly  different. 
There  we  had  grafted  on  to  a  system 
that  for  centuries  had  been  religious  and 
nothing  else,  another  system  which,  be- 
cause it  maintained  an  attitude  of  strict 
neutrality  to  every  form  of  religion, 
tended  to  detach  the  people  from  ancient 
traditions  or  beliefs,  and  did  not  attempt 
to  supply  any  alternative  basis  of  reli- 
gious or  moral  training,  which  could  fit 
them  for  political  or  administrative  re- 
sponsibility. That  this  had  given  rise  to 
a  serious  state  of  things  was  illustrated  in 
"  The  Moral  and  Material  Progress  of 
India."  The  Tikka  Sahib  of  Nabha  in 
the  Viceroy's  CouncU  said — 

'*  Primary  education  is  an  admitted  necessity 
for  the  country.  I  have  read  with  much  pleasure 
Your  Excellency's  speech  in  reply  to  the  address 
of  the  orthodox  Hindu  community,  in  which 
you  stated  that  you  saw  no  objection  to  the 
institution  of  denominational  hostels.  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  religions  of  India 
ought  to  be  maintained,  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  denominational  education. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  even  the  Chiefs*  College 
at  Lahore  is  unfit  for  the  education  of  Sikhs  of 
position.  In  this  connection  I  would  beg  to 
point  to  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  the  religious 
systems  of  the  country  generally  possessed  by 
English  officials  in  India."  ^ 

He  would  read  one  or  two  extracts  from 
the  Reports  on  "  Moral  and  Material 
Progress  of  India."  In  the  United 
Provinces — 

"  The  continuous  decline  in  the  number  of 
private  schools  was  to  be  regretted.  Five 
years  ago  they  numbered  6,071,  attended  by 
84,278  pupils  ;  now  they  numbered  only  4,570, 
with  attendance  of  69,277." 

In  the  Central  Provinces — 

**  The  education  of  Mahomedans  made  slow 
progress,  owing  to  the  importance  attached 
by  them  to  religious  education,  and,  conse- 
quently, to  the  necessity  for  separate  schools." 

The   influence   of   the   masters,    it   was 
stated,  was  not  so  strong  as  it  should 
be,    and   there   were   outbreaks    of   dis- 
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order  owing  to  political  influences.  It 
did  not  appear  that  the  influence  of 
masters  was  as  strong  as  it  should  be, 
their  interest  in  the  boys  not  always 
extending  beyond  the  mere  teaching 
class.  From  the  North-West  Frontiei 
Province  the  report  was  even  more 
striking.  It  began  with  quite  a  san- 
guine observation  upon  "  steady  pro- 
gress in  every  direction,"  and  the  state- 
ment that — 

"the  ol.i  private  village  schoolB  in  which 
instruction  soes  little  further  than  the  teaching 
of  religious  books  by  note  are  now  declining  in 
popular  favour  and  the  people  are  learning  to 
appreciate  the  more  intelligent  education 
onered  by  the  Government  schools.'* 

But  as  one  of  the  results  of  "  intelligent 
appreciation "    it    was    stated   that — 

"  Although  the  attendance  of  Hindxis  showed 
an  increase  of  24  per  cent.,  that  of  Mahomedans, 
who  at  the  1901  Census  were  more  than  92  per 
cent,  of  the  population,  showed  a  small  decline.** 

That,  he  submitted,  showed  a  very 
serious  state  of  things.  It  was  very 
difficult  to  know  how  the  difficulty 
was  to  be  met,  but  surely  it 
must  be  obvious  that  this  had  a  very 
direct  bearing  when  they  were  considering 
the  widespread  extension  of  elementary 
education.  He  did  not  suggest  for  a 
moment  that  the  State  should  abandon 
its  attitude  of  neutrality  towards  the 
various  religions,  and  still  less  that  the 
State  could  discover  any  form  of  dogma 
common  to  all  the  various  beliefs  of 
that  great  continent ;  but  the  inference 
he  drew  from  those  premises  was  that  the 
State  could  not  hope  to  play  in  India 
the  same  active  propagandist  part  in 
regard  to  primary  education  as  in  this 
country,  but  ought  to  direct  its  efforts 
to  stimulating  native  denominational 
schools.  The  Indian  system  diflered  again 
from  the  English  on  the  utilitarian 
side.  In  England,  whatever  its  de- 
fects might  be,  our  system  of  education 
was  regarded  as  a  preparation  for 
an  industrial  career.  In  India  abnost 
the  only  industry  was  agriculture,  but 
the  system  did  nothing  to  qualify  th«- 
people  for  that  calling,  and  any  special 
aptitude  which  it  imparted  found  no  out- 
let except  in  the  law  or  in  Government 
employment.  That,  he  thought,  was  a 
real  grievance  and  danger,  for  it 
lent  colour  to  the  assertions  often  made 
by  agitators  in  India  that  the  British. 
I  Government  did  little  to  help  the  people 
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to  participate  in  the  benefits  that  might 
follow  the  development  of  industrial 
resources.  It  was  now  seven  years  since 
a  conference  at  Simla  went  into  all  the 
phases  of  Indian  education^primary^secon- 
dary,  and  technical,  and  passed  an  enor- 
mous number  of  resolutions,  upon  which  it 
was  expected  prompt  action  would  be 
taken.  Into  the  details  of  these  he 
would  not  enter;  they  would  be  more 
appropriate  to  the  Resolution  which 
would  presently  be  moved,  but  he 
mentioned  one  or  two.  They  dealt 
with  the  neglect  of  the  study  of  the 
vernacular,  recommending  that  it  should 
be  carried  on  throughout  the  school 
course  up  to  the  University.  They  re- 
commended that  inspection  should  be 
substituted  for  examinations,  and  the 
results  of  such  inspection  accepte  1 
as  passports  to  the  Universities  and 
Grovemment  employment ;  that  in 
secondary  schools  a  modem  side  should 
prepare  pupils  for  a  commercial  career ; 
that  relations  should  be  established 
by  the  school  authorities  with  chambers 
of  commerce  and  emyloyers;  and,  lastly, 
the  subject  of  technical  education  was 
dealt  with  in  a  valuable  Report  by 
Sir  Edward  Buck,  who  suggested  the 
erection  of  six  industrial  institutes  for 
the  difEerent  provinces  connected  with 
special  local  industries,  the  introduction 
of  a  system  of  apprenticeship  in  work- 
shops under  the  supervision  of  Europeans 
in  connection  with  technical  schools  and 
the  training  of  village  schoolmasters  in 
the  principles  of  agriculture.  Were  we 
really  making  substantial  progress  in  any 
of  these  directions  ?  The  Tikka  Sahib  of 
Nabha,  in  his  address  at  the  Viceroy's 
Council  to  which  he  had  referred,  said — 
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**  As  far  as  I  can  see,  these  primary  schoo'f. 
are  opened  mostly  for  the  benefit  of  the  agri- 
cultural population,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the 
agri?ultural  classes  are  not  fully  benefited  hy 
them.  With  a  little  more  expense  and  fore- 
thought it  might  be  possible  to  adapt  these 
schools  to  the  recjuirements  of  the  villagers. 
A^  a  first  step  the  scope  of  the  work  of  these 
schools  should  be  defined ;  and  they  should  be 
raised  to  such  a  position  as  to  enable  them  to 
tea^h  something  useful  to  the  agriculturists. 
In  the  first  place,  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  instruct  the  pupils  in  reading,  writing,  and  I 
arithmeti?  in  their  own  language,  not  a«  it  is 
done  now  in  Urdu,  which  is  a  foreign  languag'.». 
The  r*»3ult  Is  that  after  three  or  four  years  study 
they  hardly  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
words  they  read  or  repeat.  Education  to  be  of 
any  real  advantage  must  bo  given  first  in  the 


easiest  language  to  learn;  and  could  there 
be  any  language  easier  to  learn  than  one's 
mother  tongue  ?  So  primary  education  in  the 
Punjab  ought  to  be  given  through  the  Punjabi 
only,  and  in  the  characters  peculiar  to  that 
language.  When  the  Goyemment  has  recog- 
nised a  knowledge  of  Punjabi  as  a  desideratum 
for  the  British  military  and  evil  officers,  it  is 
very  strange  indeed  that  the  Educational 
Department  should  have  forced  on  the  poor 
Punjabis  the  necessity  to  forget  their  own 
vernacular  for  the  camp  language  of  the  Mughal 
Emperors,  which  is  not  a  general  household 
language  in  India.  Then,  again,  books  should 
be  specially  compiled  containing  useful  informa- 
tion in  simple  and  colloquial  language  about 
agriculture,  sanitation,  manure  and  cattle. 
The  schoolmaster  should  be  a  man  who  knows 
something  about  cattle  diseases  and  practical 
farming,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  villagers  and  win  their  respect 
by  his  knowledge  of  the  very  subjects  which 
they  pride  themselves  on  knowing  better  than 
anyone  else.  It  would  be  far  better  to  have 
fewer  schools  doing  really  useful  and  practical 
work  than  to  open  many  lower  primary  places  of 
instruction  which  serve  no  useful  purpose." 


So  far  as  he  was  aware  few  steps 
had  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  reforms 
suggested  and  the  whole  reforming 
energy  of  the  Grovemment  seemed  to 
have  been  directed  to  the  Universities. 
Of  course  the  Government  might  plead 
that  they  had  considerably  in  reased 
expenditure  on  education,  and  their 
financial  resources  would  not  allow 
more  liberality.  The  increase  had  taken 
place  on  a  very  low  scale  of  expendi- 
ture ;  the  total  amount  was  almost 
insignificant,  and  he  could  not  accept 
the  financial  argument  as  sufficient 
excuse.  After  all,  we  in  this  country 
were  embarking  on  an  expenditure 
of  some  £7,000,000  or  £8,000,000  light- 
heartedly  without  making  any  pro- 
vision for  it,  and  on  an  object  which, 
however  much  the  House  might  sym- 
pathise with  it,  could  not  be  described 
as  remunerative.  How  could  they  ask 
the  Indian  to  believe  that  his  own  Govern- 
ment, which  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years  had  sacrificed  three  or  four  millions 
of  revenue  from  the  salt  duty  and  opium, 
and  which  intended  to  borrow  100 
millions  in  eight  years  for  railways, 
could  not  find  money  enough  to 
spend  on  the  development  of  technical 
education,  which  was  of  such  vital  im- 
portance if  the  people  of  India  were  to 
be  prepared  to  take  their  proper  part  in 
the  development  of  industries,  and 
which  might  legitimately  be  ^i^sicxibed 
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as  a  most  remunerative  form  of  expendi- 
ture ?  With  regard  to  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  education,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  they  would  never  get  any 
real  enthusiasm  or  progress  imtil  that 
administration  was  reformed.  If  he 
remembered  rightly,  Lord  Curzon  had 
laid  great  stress  on  the  absurdity 
of  treating  educational  matters  in 
India  as  a  mere  province  of  the 
work  of  the  Home  Department.  There 
was  now  a  Director-General  of  Educa- 
tion, but  it  was  still  the  fact  that,  not 
only  was  there  no  Member  for  Edu- 
cation in  the  Viceroy's  Council,  but  the 
Director-General,  if  he  wished  to  bring 
any  educational  matter  before  the 
Member  who  represented  the  Home 
Department,  had  to  do  so  through  the 
ordinary  machinery  of  the  office.  He 
thought  that,  if  there  was  not  to 
be  a  Member  on  the  Council  directly 
representative  of  and  responsible  for 
education,  the  Director-General  ought 
to  be  given  the  same  right  and 
privilege  of  free  access  to  the  Viceroy 
which  was  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  President  of  the  Railway  Board. 
Leaving  education,  he  would  like  to  say 
a  word  on  another  subject.  Lord  Morley 
had  alluded,  as  a  contributory  cause  of 
the  unrest,  to  the  increasing  complexity 
of  our  administrative  system,  which 
allowed  less  and  less  personal  contact 
between  the  population  at  large  and 
the  officials  appointed  to  look  after  their 
interests.  Personally,  he  would  welcome 
decentralisation,  though  it  was  rather 
difficult  to  discuss  it  in  the  abstract  apart 
from  detailed  proposals  ;  but,  personally, 
he  believed  it  to  be  a  good  thing  if  it 
led  to  closer  correspondence  between 
the  individuals  and  the  population  among 
whom  they  worked,  even  it  if  resulted 
in  a  slight  diminution  of  efficiency. 
After  all.  Oriental  populations  had  been 
accustomed  for  centuries  to  personal  rule, 
,  and  he  thought  that  personal  rule,  even  if 
comparatively  inefficient,  was  better  than 
administration  carried  on  by  the  machin- 
nery  of  Government  Departments.  But 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  not  con- 
fine their  attention  to  the  mere  freeing 
of  the  provincial  Government  and  in- 
dividual officials  from  undue  interference 
from  headquarters.  He  hoped  they 
would  see  the  expediency  of  diminishing 
the  excessive  burden  of  responsibility 
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now    thrown    on   individuals.     He    was 
glad  to  see  that  the  Government  had 
announced  their  intention  of  giving  to 
the    local    government  fgreater   powers 
of    making    appointments    without    re- 
ferring home  every  case  for  approval. 
If  the  statement  of  Sir  Bampfylde  Fuller 
was  correct,  that  there  were  many  districts 
in  which  a  single  executive  officer  was 
supposed  to  look  after  a  population  of 
1,000,000  souls,  and  an  area  of  10,000 
square    miles,    he    thought    there    was 
great  force  in  his  contention  that  there 
was  room  not  only  for  an  increase  of 
appointments,  but    for    a    further  sub- 
division    of    administrative    areas,    for 
which    they    had    a   precedent   in    the 
separation    of    the    Frontier    Province 
from    the  Punjab,    and    which    would 
have  the     advantage  of  throwing  open 
a  larger  number  of  administrative  ap- 
pointments   which    natives    might    fill. 
He  wished  to  allude  briefly  to  one  other 
question    upon    which    he    understood 
the  Government  were  contemplating,  if 
they  had  not  already  sanctioned,  a  new 
departure,  and  on  which  he  felt  unable  to 
congratulate  them,  namely,  the  policy  of 
the  separation  of  judicial  from  executive 
functions  in  Bengal.     Ideally  he  had  no 
doubt,  considering  the  question  purely 
in  the  abstract  and  apart  from  Indian 
traditions,  everyone   would   agree   that 
it  was  not  desirable  to  combine  these 
two   functions  in   the  same  hands,  and 
that  separation  would  have  the  incidentsil 
advantage  of  enabling  the  district  officer 
to  pay  more  attention  to  his  administra- 
tive duties.     But  it  was  not  contended 
that  the  existing  system  had  led  to  any 
grave  abrse,  and  British  official  opinion  in 
India  had  always  been  strongly  against  the 
change  on  the  ground  that  to  take  away 
judicial  p  ^we  's  from  the  executive  officer 
would  very  seriously  impair  the  respect 
for  his   authority.     That   was   still   the 
opinion  both  of  the   provincial  Govern- 
ments and  of  high  judicial  officers  to  whom 
the  question  had  been  referred  by  the 
Government,    and   in   defiance   of   their 
opinion  this  step  had  been  taken,  and 
taken  in  the  province  of  Bengal  where 
respect    for    administrative     authority 
seemed  already  to  have  sunk  to  a  some- 
what   dangerously    low    point.     As    he 
understood    it    from    a   perusal    of    Sir 
Harvey  Adamsons'  speech  in  the  Viceroy's 
Council,    the     main    reason.  ^^t>  had 
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influenced  the  Government  in  taking 
this  step  was  the  argument  that,  in  a 
province  where  the  agitators  were  con- 
Btantlj  impugning  the  judicial  im- 
partiality of  the  district  magistrates, 
their  executive  authority  was  likely 
to  be  increased  rather  than  impaired 
by  the  removal  of  that  suspicion,  how- 
•«ver  groundless  it  might  be.  That 
was  no  doubt  an  argument  which  carried 
•«ome  weight,  though,  obviously,  the 
TaHdity  of  it  depended  on  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  concession  the 
•Government  contemplated  was  really 
likely  to  meet  the  demands  the  agitators 
were  making.  As  he  understood  the 
rscheme  outlined  by  Sir  Harvey  Adamson, 
it  oroposed  to  leave  the  judicial  officer 
nnder  the  control  of  the  Divisional  Com- 
missioner and,  in  those  circumstances, 
those  who  protested  against  the  com- 
bination of  the  two  functions  being  in  the 
same  hands  might  still  contend  that  the 
judiciary  was  subject  to  the  control  and 
influence  of  the  Administration.  He  did 
not  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
«aying  that  the  decision  of  the  (Govern- 
ment was  a  wrong  one ;  but  he  did 
think  they  would  have  done  better  not 
to  have  made  the  announcement  in  India 
or  thrown  down  the  scheme  for  general 
criticism  until  they  were  prepared  to 
announce  their  decision  in  the  House  and 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  they  had 
acted.  The  reform  was  not  an  urgent 
-one,  it  would  be  very  costly,  and  it 
might  well  have  been  postponed 
in  favour  of  other  reforms,  such  as 
that  of  education,  which  might  not 
bulk  so  largely  in  the  speeches  of 
political  agitators,  but  which,  he  believed, 
would  be  of  more  material  advantage 
to   the  great  body  of  the    population. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs), 
in  moving  "That  this  House,  while  it 
Tecognises  that  the  reforms  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Gk>vernment  of 
India  are  suitable  and  sufficient  in  respect 
•of  questions  with  which  they  deal,  is  of 
opinion  that  the  educational  system  in 
India  stands  in  urgent  need  of  reform,'' 
said  he  agreed  with  all  the  noble  Lord  had 
said  with  regard  to  the  separation  of  the 
judicial  and  executive  functions,  at  any 
rate  as  to  the  merits  of  that  question.  He 
joined  in  the  congratulations  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Under-Secretary,  not  only 


as  to  the  statement  which  he  had  made, 
but  also  that  he  had  been  able  on  this  occa- 
sion to  be  present  to  make  it.  His  right 
hon.  friend  was  able  to  repeat  what  a 
former  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  had  said  in  this 
House  with  regard  to  the  finances  of  India, 
and  that  was  that  not  only  were  the 
finances  of  India  in  a  more  satistactory 
condition  but  they  were  much  better 
administered  than  the  finances  of  this 
country.  He  rejoiced  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  able  to 
congratulate  the  House  on  the  speedy 
termination  of  the  military  operations 
on  the  frontiers  and  upon  the  subsidence 
of  the  plague,  although  he  thought  the 
epithet  of  appalling  which  the  hon. 
(Jentleman  had  used  with  regard  to  the 
mortality  might  have  been  reserved  for  the 
deaths  from  the  far  greater  scourge  of 
malaria.  By  making  a  hasty  calculation 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  he  made  out 
that  the  mortality  from  plague  had 
fallen  fi-om  one-third  of  1  per  cent,  last 
year  to  one-thirtieth  of  1  per  cent, 
this  year,  and  that  it  was  about  one- 
sixtieth  of  the  mortality  from  malaria. 
He  advised  his  right  hon.  friend  not 
to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry  to  accept  the 
assurance  of  the  Chinese  (Government  as 
to  the  opium  traffic,  because  similar 
assurances  had  been  given  at  any  time 
during  these  twenty-five  years,  and 
although  everybody  would  like  to  see 
the  opium  traffic  done  away  with,  no  one 
would  wish  to  see  it  simply  transferred 
from  the  Indian  ryot  to  the  Chinese 
cultivator,  to  the  detriment  of  the  former, 
who  would  have  to  pay  the  bill. 
He  confessed  he  was  glad  the  accident 
of  the  ballot  had  laid  upon  him  the  duty 
of  moving  this  Amendment,  because, 
while  he  thought  there  should  be  no 
division  in  this  House  on  any  Indian 
subject,  if  an  Amendment  was  to  be 
moved,  it  was  well  that  it  should  proceed 
from  one  who  at  any  rate  endeavoured 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  peoples  of 
India  and  of  his  fellow  countrymen  in 
India,  and  who  did  not  mistake  the 
voice  of  one  class,  of  one  people,  of  one 
part,  of  one  province,  for  the  voice  of  the 
multitudes  which  inhabit  our  Indian 
Empire.  It  was  in  exact  accordance 
with  his  view  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
maintaining  the  salutary  rule  that  India 
was  outside    Part^„|oM^bMe*^' 
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Motion  would,  he  hoped,  be  seconded  by 
the  bon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  West 
Edinburgh,  who  himself  had  had  no  little 
experience  of,  and  no  small  reputation 
in,  Indian  administration.  A  terrible 
responsibility  attached  to  those  who 
dragged  India  into  party  strife,  which 
should  be  confined  strictly  to  our  domestic 
affairs.  He  must  begin  by  reminding  the 
House  that  there  was  no  such  country  as 
India,  and  there  was  no  such  people  as 
the  Indians,  and  it  was  no  more  correct 
to  talk  of  the  people  of  India  than  it 
would  be  to  talk  of  the  people  of  Europe. 
Nor,  in  spite  of  a  general  similarity  in  the 
standards  of  administration  in  India,  re- 
sulting from  British  supremacy,  was  there 
any  more  resemblance  between  different 
races  in  India  than  between  different 
races  in  Europe.  These  simple,  elemen- 
tary facts  were  industriously  concealed 
from  the  people  of  Britain  by  the  pro- 
pagandist agitators  of  the  English  branch 
of  the  Indian  Congress,  which  maintained 
in  England  a  newspaper,  little  known 
in  this  country,  but  a  very  active  agent 
in  the  dissemination  throughout  the 
vernacular  Press  in  India  of  everything 
which  could  possibly,  by  any  ingenuity, 
be  twisted  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
British  administration.  It  also  con- 
tained much  original  news  and  only  the 
readers  of  Mr.  Cotton's  paper  realised 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mottingham  only  differed  as 
one  star  differeth  from  another  star  in 
glory.  These  considerations  were  vital 
to  the  true  estimation  of  the  reforms 
now  under  consideration,  and  it  was 
feared  that,  elementary  as  they  were, 
they  were  little  appreciated  in  this 
country.  There  were,  of  course,  bodies 
in  existence  which  enlightened,  or  affected 
to  enlighten,  folks  at  home  on  Indian 
affairs.  There  was,  for  instance,  the 
so-called  Indian  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee. Anyone  who  said  he  was  in- 
terested in  India  could  belong  to  this 
body,  there  was  no  subscription,  and,  as 
there  were  nearly  200  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment on  its  list,  it  might  appear  to  be 
an  association  of  great  weight.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  its  meetings  were  gener- 
ally attended  by  only  a  few  extreme 
politicians  of  the  Congress  party,  and 
one  or  two  Labour  Members,  though 
in  the  present  Parliament  two  or  three 
had  usually  been  gathered  together  of 
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a  different  faith,  so  that  the  proceedings- 
of  the  Camarilla  had  never  been  able 
to  claim  the  lofty  attribute  of  unanimity.. 
Half-a-dozen  members  attended  the 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  deciding^ 
upon  a  subject  for  the  ballot  on  this 
debate.  The  result  of  their  deliberations 
was  found  in  the  Motions  on  the  Paper 
which  stood  in  the  names  of  the  hon- 
Members  for  Brentford  and  Merthyr 
Tydvil. 


*Mr.  KEIK  HARDIE  :     That  is  not 


so. 


*Mr.  REES  said  it  was  the  same  in  spirits 
It  was  sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  hardly 
imaginable  that  anything  more  un- 
palatable to  the  peoples  of  India — who- 
had  one,  and  perhaps  only  one,  thing 
in  common,  namely,  strong  caste  distinc- 
tions—could be  conceived  than  a  Resolu- 
tion that  :  "  The  people  of  all  grades 
should  be  associated  with  the  Govern-^ 
ment  of  the  '  country."  As  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Nottingham  truly 
remarked  in  a  bookcalled  *'  New  India  " — 

"  The  basis  of  internal  order  in  India  is  & 
patrician  aristocracy  of  indigenous  growth^ 
trained  to  control  and  lead  the  lower  orders." 

This  undemocratic  expression  was,  of. 
course,  that  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  one  thing  they  did  know  about 
the  Indian  masses  was  that  they  were 
conservative  to  the  core,  and  that  caste 
had  always  prevented  the  fusion  ol 
races  into  nations.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Brentford  was  one  of  a  little  band, 
who  spei>t  in  India  the  fateful  period 
ot  three  weeks,  to  which  some  peculiar 
significance  appeared  to  attach.  It  was- 
the  chosen  length  for  honeymoons,  and^ 
if  popular  novelists  might  be  believed, 
for  experiences  in  which  the  staider 
pleasures  of  the  honeymoon  were  antici- 
pated. It  was  therefore,  a  period  which, 
seemed  expressly  suited  for  a  delirious 
political  debauch.  However,  it  was 
pretty  clear  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Brentford  should  be  exempted  from  the 
charge  of  taking  his  own  Amendment 
seriously.  He  made  it  obvious  from 
a  speech  he  delivered  earlier  in  the 
session  that  instead  of  joining  the  ranks^ 
of  the  peripatetic  politicians,  who  out 
of  the  profundity  of  unacquaintanco 
criticised  an  administration  which  they' 
had  had  no  opportunity  of  understandi'ng„ 
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hiA  intention  was  to  give  the  cause  of 
law    and    order   that   peculiarly   subtle 
and    effective    form    of    support    which 
consisted    of    making    a    transparently 
unsustainable   attack  upon   an   institu- 
tion  the  merits  of  which  it  was  desired 
to  bring  out  into  stronger  relief.     His 
own  Motion  expressed  appreciation  of  the 
reforms  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the    Government   of   India,    but   called 
for   further   reform   in   the   educational 
system   ot    that  Empire.      One  reform 
which  the  Government  of  India  should 
adopt     was    that     of     making     known 
elementary    facts    regarding    itself    in 
these  islands  inside  and  outside  the  House 
of  Commons.     Only  those  who  had  been 
engaged  in  that  difficult,  thankless,  and 
unappreciated    task    had    the    faintest 
conception  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  country  had 
been     poisoned     against     their     fellow- 
countrymen    in    India.     True,    agitators 
had  been  busily  occupied,  but  were  we 
not  to  blame  for  ignoring  the  fact  that 
it   was   not   enough   to    make   our   rule 
good,    but   that   we   must   make   those 
subjected  to  it    and   those   responsible 
for  it  alike   feel  that  it  was  good  ?     In 
the  Old  Kent  Road  it  was  an  article  of 
faith    that    the    British    Indian    official 
starved  the  Indians,  and  no  one  could  be 
surprised   that  this  should  be  so  when 
hon.  Members  of  this  House  asked  ques- 
tions,    the    imderlying    suggestions    of 
which   were   that  the   British  Army  in 
India    made    away   with    the    woimded 
and  ignored  flags  of  truce,  and  that  the 
Government  invented  plague,  oppressed 
innocent  journalists,  strained  the  law  in 
favour   of   Europeans   and   against   the 
natives,  indulged  in  wanton  warfare  on 
the   frontier,  and  outraged   administra- 
tive   decency  in  all  directions.     It  was, 
of   course,    true   that    any   Government 
was  fair  game  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
including    apparently   the    Governments 
of    friendly    and    independent    Powers, 
but  it  was  not  true  that   the  results  of 
those    attacks,    proceeding    from    those 
who  did,  and    from  those  who  did  not, 
know  better,  were  otherwise  than  deplor- 
able and  disastrous.     It  was  the  effect 
in    India    they    had    to    consider.     The 
Government    of    India    and    the    India 
Office      should     organise,      or      should 
encourage  the  organisation  of,  the  refu- 
tation of  the  calmnnies  sown  broadcast 


against  our  administration.  What  could 
an  audience  think  when  a  gentleman,, 
who  was  entrusted  with  the  charge  of 
a  province,  a  small  one  it  was  true,  but 
still  a  province,  informed  them  that  : 
"  The  attitude  of  the  English  towards 
the  Indians  was  harsh,  and  that  justice 
between  man  and  man  in  India  was 
far  from  being  fairly  administered," 
and  concealed  the  fact  of  which  they 
were  of  course  entirely  unaware,  that, 
with  rare  exceptions,  justice  in  India 
was  administered  to  natives  by  natives  ? 
What  opinion  could  such  an  audience 
form  of  the  elementary  features  of  our 
rule  in  the  East  when  the  same  gentle- 
man informed  it  that  **  coloured  racea 
became  demoralised  when  white  people 
came  into  contact  with  them,"  and  con* 
cealed  the  fact  that  he  himself  con* 
tinned  to  take  part  in  what  he  now 
regarded  as  organised  oppression,  imtil 
he  had  exhausted  all  possibilities  of 
further  promotion  ?  What  a  lesson  in 
race  solidarity,  in  discipline  and  good 
feeling,  was  afforded  by  communications 
from  a  retired  Civil  servant,  now  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House,  to  a  leading  Bengal 
agitator,  who  had  been  dismissed  for 
misconduct  from  the  same  Civil  Service,, 
urging  him  to  keep  on  agitating  till  the 
Secretary  of  State  yielded  in  regard  to 
the  so-called  partition  of  Bengal — a 
province  five  times  the  size  of  Scotland,, 
with  twice  the  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom  !  What  was  to  be  said  of  the 
elementary  ethics  of  politics  when  an 
ex-Chief  Commissioner  was  quoted  in. 
the  Press  as  saying :  "  We  have  bred 
a  gang  of  seditious  youths,  who  have 
been  goaded  into  bomb-throwing  by 
the  infliction  of  floggings  for  political 
offences,"  and  never  repudiated  |;t hose 
words  though  it  was  known  that 
no  youths  had  been  so  treated?. 
What  vain  and  mischievous  aspirations 
were  not  encouraged  when  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  who  was  the  Leader  of 
of  a  Party,  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr, 
before  proceeding  to  India  announced 
that— 

"  We  hold  down  the  natives  in  the  bondage 
of  subjection,  and  I  may  be  able  to  let  a. 
light  in  on  the  dark  places  of  Indian  Govern- 
ment." 

Had|helknown   anything   of   they  men 
he  was  addressing,  he  would  have  realised 
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that  a  less  broad  hint  would  have  been 
•aU  sufficient.    He  had  also  said — 

**  He  would  have  but  a  short  time,  but  with 
the  aid  of  friends  he  hoped  to  turn  it  to  good 
account." 

He  was  determined  to  dot  the  i's  and 
cross  the  t's ;  and  so  was  led  about 
Bengal  with  a  garland  around  his  neck, 
a  sacrifice  at  the  altar  of  privilege,  wholly 
unaware,  for  he  was  necessarily  tongue- 
tied  and  blind-folded,  that  he  saw  nothing 
and  heard  nothing  but  the  case  of  the 
classes,  the  upper  classes  of  Bengal, 
who  were  of  a  very  different  mind  from 
the  masses  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
province.  There  was,  of  course,  one 
great  difference  between  the  Socialist 
and  Labour  "  friends  of  India,"  and 
the  retired  official  "  friends  of  India  " 
^ho  "  had  returned  and  considered 
all  the  oppressions  that  were  done  imder 
the  sun,  and  beheld  the  tears  of  such 
as  were  oppressed  and  had  no  comforter, 
while  on  the  side  of  their  oppressors 
was  power."  The  one  set  of  **  friends  " 
knew  what  it  was  doing,  and  the  other 
probably  did  not.  It  was  astonishing, 
iowever,  that  their  Socialist  allies  did  not 
ask  the  ex- Indian  officials  why  they 
continued  so  long  to  be  parties  to  an 
oppression,  the  iniquities  of  which 
•dawned  upon  them  with  their  retire- 
ment. For  his  part  he  said  it  was  an 
abuse  on  the  part  of  ex-officials  to  use 
a  mandate  obtained  from  the  electorate 
upon  domestic  issues  for  the  purpose 
of  vilifying  the  Government  in  the 
service  of  which  they  passed  their  lives, 
and  from  which  they  drew  a  pension. 
Some  hon.  Members  without  going  to 
India  absorbed  the  spirit  of  the  East 
wuth  more  or  less  completeness.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Leeds,  for  instance, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  Indian  questions,  had  studied 
the  doctrine  of  reincarnation,  and  he 
now  knew  that  his  fellow-countrymen 
though  born  good  like  himself,  though 
continuing  to  be  virtuous  like  himself 
•till  they  proceeded  to  the  East  for  their 
life's  work,  no  sooner  arrived  in  India 
than  they  were  born  again  bad,  and 
continued  to  get  worse,  till  the  day  of 
their  death.  Could  it  indeed  be  neces- 
sary for  our  Government  in  India  to 
pay  three-fourths  of  the  cost  of  the 
education  of  every  graduate,  when  this 
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class  possessed  such    supreme    political 
talent    as    to    persuade    the     Socialists 
of  England  that  liberty,  equality,  and 
fraternity  were  invented  by  the  Brahmins 
of  Bengal  and  Poona,and  that  landlords, 
lawyers,  and    journalists,    who    would 
like   to   govern    the   lower   castes   and 
classes    without    our    impartial    super- 
vision, occupied  the  same    position    in 
Bengal  as  the  Labour  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment  occupied   in  England  ?    Surely  to 
the    reforms    now    imder    consideraton 
by  the  Government  of  India  should  be 
added  some  provision  for  the  systematic 
refutation    of    the    monumental    misre- 
presentation   of    which    it    was     itself 
the    apparently    helpless    and    heedless 
subject.   The  present  was  not  the  occasion 
for  any  survey  of  the  history  of  education 
in  India,  but  it  might  be  remarked  that 
Oriental  ideas  on  this  subject  had  no 
resemblance   whatever   to   those   which 
obtained  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  the 
advanced  countries  of  Europe.    Under 
the  Hindus  higher  instruction  was  strictly 
confined  to  the  upper  castes  and  classes, 
and    under    the    Mahomedans    was    in- 
separably   connected  with  mosqaes  and 
shrines.   Early  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
when  a  knowledge   of   English  became 
a  marketable  acquirement,  missionaries 
and    philanthropists    brought    pressure 
to  bear  on   the   Government  of   India 
in   favour   of  popular  education.     Two 
parties  arose,  those  who  contended  that 
the  knowledge  and  science  of  the  Western 
j  world  should  be  conveyed  to  the  natives 
i  by  means  of  English,  and  those  who  held 
i  that   the    vernacular    education    should 
be  supplemented  by  the  study  of  the 
I  classical    languages    of   the    East.     The 
'  Anglicists    won,    under    the    leadership 
I  of  Lord  Macaulay,  who  so  little  Tcnew 
what  he  was  doing  that  he    prophesied 
that  as  a  result  of  the  adoption  of  his 
system  there  would  not  be  a  single  idolater 
— the  word,  of  cours-,  was  Macaulay's — 
among  the  respectable  classes  in  Bengal 
after   a   lapse   of   thirty   years.     There 
were    others    however    who    did    know 
what    they    were    doing.     Sir    Thomas 
Munro  regarded — 

**  An  unrestricted  Press  in  India  as  incom- 
patible with  the  character  of  British  rule." 

Lord  William  Bentinck  thought  it 

^*  Essential  that  the  Indian  Press  should  be 
kept  under  the  most  rigid  Qontrol '*     , 
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Sir  John  Malcolm  wrote — 

**  The  Brahmins  and  civil  classes  have  for 
4^y;es  been  the  nominal  servants  and  the  real 
masters  of  the  turbulent,  bold,  and  super- 
stitious military  tribes,  and  when  we  consider 
what  they  have  lost  by  the  introduction  and 
extension  of  our  dominion,  it  would  be  folly 
to  expect  that  they  should  not  wish  to  subvert 
it.  We  could  give  to  the  Brahmins  and  others 
of  the  instructed  classes  no  weapon  which  they 
would  know  better  how  to  use  against  us  than  a 
iree  Press,  which  they  would  use  to  corrupt 
-out  native  soldiery.'* 

Macolm  knew,  Macaulay  theorised. 
He  would  not  willingly  raise  any  subject 
relating  to  India  to  which  a  party  char- 
acter might  be  given  in  the  House, 
but  since  it  was  hopeless  to  expect  the 
seli-styled  friends  of  India,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  classes  to  whom  Malcolm 
referred,  wholly  to  abstain  from  dealing 
with  subjects  which  almost  exclusively 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  particular 
organisation  they  represented,  he  had 
put  down  an  Amendment,  which  would 
not  exclude  speeches  upon  such  subjects, 
but  under  cover  of  which  at  any  rate 
the  frontier  policy  of  Afghanistan  would 
be  left  alone.  Enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  had  been  said  on  this  subject 
during  the  last  of  a  course  of  lectures, 
which  was  being  delivered  by  a  noble 
Xord  from  Ireland  in  another  place, 
and  he  sincerely  hoped,  for  his  part, 
that  that  matter  would  be  left  wliere 
the  noble  Viscount,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  left  it  in  that  House.  Among 
the  many  vernacular  papers  which 
reached  him  weekly,  in  one  of  the  Con- 
gress organs  it  was  written — 

**  No  Minister  ever  held  a  stronger  position 
than  Mr.  Morley  holds  to-day.  He  is  for  the 
moment  more  powerful  than  the  most  despotic 
monarch.  His  methods  of  administration 
receive  the  support  alike  of  Liberal  and  Con- 
servative Members." 

That  was  the  case,  and  he  deeply 
regretted  that  the  Amendments  on 
the  Paper,  with  two  orj  three  excep- 
tions, and  the  speeches  made  in 
support  of  them,  would  be  published 
broadcast  in  the  vernacular  Press, 
and  would  tend  to,  and  would  be 
intended  to,  obscure  and  conceal 
what  was  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

The  reforms  which  the  Government 
of  India  had  proposed,  and  Lord  Morley 
had  approved,  were  now  under  con- 
sideration in   India,   not   only   by  the 


Government  but  by  an  infinite  number 
of  other  official  and  non-official,  private 
and  public,  associations  and  individuals. 
They  were  well  calculated  not  only  to 
broaden  the  basis  upon  which  our  rule 
rested,  but  to  enlist  the  sympathies 
of  the  agricultural  element,  and  of  the 
aristocracy  of  the  country,  to  which 
all  classes  were  passionately  attached, 
except  that  which  consisted  of  agitators 
and  anarchists.  It  was  also  necessary 
in  a  country  needing  capital  above 
all  things  to  enlist  the  svmpathies 
of  the  capitalist.  The  hon.  Member ' 
for  East  Nottingham  wrote  in  "  New 
India  "— 

"  The  lower  orders  stand  in  urgent  need  of  an 
aristocracy  above  them.  The  prosperity  of 
every  country  requires  that  there  should  exist 
witluQit,notonly  a  proletariat,  the  great  tody 
of  the  people  who  devote  themselves  to  labour, 
but  also  a  class  of  capitalists,  which  provides 
the  funds  which  enable  labour  to  become 
productive.  It  is  only  under  the  fertilising 
influence  of  capital  that  labour  is  productive." 

He  wondered  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  and  his  friends  thought  of  that, 
they  who  regarded  capital  as  "the  enemy." 
The  alliance  in  that  House  of  Gentle- 
men holding  these  views  with  the  Labour 
and  Socialist  Party  was  almost  as  strange 
as  the  tie  between  the  representatives 
of  the  classes  in  India  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  masses  in  Britain, 
and  both  connections  showed  that  agita- 
tion, like  misery,  "  acquaints  a  man 
with  strange  bed-fellows."  The  natme 
of  these  proposed  reforms  had  been 
fully  explained  in  that  House,  Reports 
upon  them  from  India  had  not  yet 
been  received,  and  it  did  not  seem 
necessary  on  the  present  occasion  to 
do  more  than  point  out  that  when  any 
measures  such  as  these,  indeed  when 
any  legislative  measures  were  under 
consideration,  representatives  of  every 
possible  class  were  consulted,  and  their 
opinions  were  carefully  weighed.  The 
suggestion  that  legislation  was  the  out- 
come of  the  mere  fiat  of  what  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  would  call  **  a  white  oli- 
garchy "  was  entirely  unjustified,  and 
the  real  cause  of  offence  in  the  minds 
of  the  Babus  was  that  others  we:e 
taken  into  the  confidence  of  the 
(Government,  besides  lawyers,  journalists 
and  the  like  classes,  who  enjoyed  such 
undue   influence   that   the/ 
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commenced  to  call  our  rule  by  the 
contemptuous  name  of  the  pleaders' 
paradise,  or  the  lawyers'  kingdom.  There 
should  be  plain  speaking  in  and  out 
of  Parliament  as  regarded  the  so-called 
moderate  and  extreme  parties  in  the 
Congress.  Both  were  now  committed 
directly  or  indirectly,  openly  or  secretly, 
to  aA  endeavour  to  terminate  our  rule 
in  India.  The  Congress  had  shifted 
its  ground,  and  our  educational  system 
shoijdd  distinguish  between  friends  and 
foes.  Still  the  Congress  was  nowhere  more 
strongly  denounced  and  ridiculed  than  in 
Bengal  journals  like  the  Amrita  Bazaar 
Patrika  and  the  Telegraph,  and  it  found 
complete  acceptance  nowhere  but  in 
certain  circles  in  England.  The  so- 
called  moderate  agitators,  Mr.  Gokhale 
and  Mr.  Dutt,  were  now  rated  by  the 
Socialist  Mr.  Hyndman  for  facing  both 
ways.  The  latter  authority  fairly  said 
that  he  had  heard  Mr.  Gokhale  in 
the  East  End  of  Loudon  deliver  a 
speech  as  vehement  and  anti-British 
as  any  article  in  the  vernacular  Press,  and 
he  added  that  these  two  gentlemen  were 
extremely  anxious  to  prove  to  the  British 
public  that  their  cherished  private  views, 
which  they  kept  diplomatically  to  them- 
selves for  the  present,  were  held  only 
by  a  contemptible  minority  in  India,  and 
that  organised  sedition  did  not  exist. 
But  at  the  so-called  "  India  House  "  at 
Highgate,  the  whole  company,  moderate 
and  extremist,  cheered  the  sentiment 
"loyalty  to  England  means  treachery 
to  Lidia."    Mr.  Gokhale  said — 

"  We  are  shut  out  of  all  posts  of  trust  and 
confidence." 

Yet  Mr.  Gokhab  well  knew  there 
was  no  single  office  in  Bengal  except 
the  lieutenant-governorship,  which  had 
not  been,  and  might  not  again  be  filled 
by  natives,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Bepin 
Chandra  Pal  more  candidly  and  truth- 
fully said — 

**  We  govern  India  now.  What  use  then  have 
we  for  the  English  ?  " 

None.  It  was  the  British  Army  they 
wanted.  Babu  rule  protected  by  British 
bayonets,  and  paid  for  by  British  tax- 
payers. What  a  truly  democratic  ideal ! 
One  respect  in  which  the  reforms  under 
consideration  were  defective  was  that 
they  did  not  provide  for  a  Press  law.  No 
measure  was  so  necessary  as  a  Press  law 
such  as  existed  in  India  in  the  days  of  Lord 
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Lytton,  and  was  repealed  by  Lord  Ripon, 
with  the  help  of  so  good  a  Liberal  as  Lord 
Cromer,  who  had  since  repented,  re- 
canted, and  expressed  his  conviction  that 
an  unbridled  and  Kcentious  Press  was- 
incompatible  with  the  safety  of  our 
rule.  To  turn  from  these  reforms  to  edu- 
cation; after  1854  Departments  of  Public 
Instruction,  Universities,  and  Training 
Colleges  were  introduced  into  India, 
Elementary  vernacular  schools  were 
multiplied,  and  the  system  of  grants-in-aid 
was  adopted,  which  was  not  altered  in 
essentials  by  the  Commission  of  1882,. 
and  survived  to  the  present  day.  At  the 
last  Census,  ninety-eight  in  1,000  males 
and  seven  in  1,000  females,  were  able  to- 
read  and  write.  Those  who  compared  our 
Oriental  Empire  with  an  English  parish, 
might  comment  upon  the  small  proportion 
of  educated  people,  but  those  to  whom 
was  vouchsafed  the  knowledge  that  the 
whole  world  could  not  be  judged  by 
British  standards,  and  managed  on  British, 
lines,  would  contrast  the  educational 
conditions  of  our  Indian  Empire  witK 
those  of  other  parts  of  Asia,  whether  or 
not  under  European  rule,  and  would 
realise  how  great  was  the  work  which  had 
been  done.  Even  in  the  Indian  pen- 
insula where  the  peace  enforced  by  the 
British  had  enabled  Native  States  to- 
pursue  the  path  of  education,  the  figures 
were,  with  some  conspicuous  exceptions, 
not  nearly  so  satisfactory  as  in  British 
territory.  The  statistics  incidentally  ex- 
posed the  falsity  of  the  claim  of  the 
1,000,000  who  could  speak  English  to 
represent  the  299,000,000  who  could  not* 
It  was  found  by  the  Indian  Universities 
Commission  that  the  acquirements  of 
Indian  graduates  were  to  a  great  extent 
inadequate  and  superficial,  and  that  they 
lived  during  their  University  course  in 
lodgings  with  admittedly  unsatisfactory 
results.  We  had  since  learnt  how  the  short- 
comings of  this  system  made  these  youths, 
thus  gathered  together  without  control  or 
cohesion,  the  easy  prey  of  the  agitator, 
and  the  Government  of  India  had  been 
driven  in  self-defence  to  take  steps  ta 
enforce  discipline  amongst  the  student 
class,  ever  "  cereus  in  vitium  fiecti^  The 
hostel  system,  a  rough  approximation  to 
the  boarding  houses  of  our  public  schools, 
or  rather  to  the  licensed  lodging-houses 
of  our  Universities,,  was  now  encouraged,, 
but  it  was  clear  that  £i»ther^steps  were 
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necessary  before  the  students  at  Indian 
Universities  would  be  efficiently  protected 
from  being  debauched  by  agitators,  who 
led  them  along  the  same  patii  which  had 
caused  students  in  Russia  to  be  a  thorn 
in  the  side  of  their  Government,  and  too 
often  a  disgrace  to  their  country.     There 
were,  of  course,  chiefs'  colleges,  technical, 
industrial,    arts,    engineering,    medical, 
agricultural,     veterinary,    and     normal 
colleges    and   schools.     Everything   was 
represented  in  the  complex  educational 
system  of  India,  but  as  the  State  main- 
tained   a    position    of    strict    religious 
neutrality,  no  religious  instruction  what- 
ever was  given  in  Government  schools, 
while  private  institutions,  provided  that 
their  secular  instruction  was  satisfactory, 
might   teach    any    religion    whatsoever 
wholly   unchecked.     In    1888    the    im- 
portant question  of  moral  training  was 
considered,    and    suitable    text    books, 
physical  training,  and  sports  were  recom- 
mended as  an  antidote  to  the  want  of 
reverence,  of   respect,  and   of  religious 
obedience,    which    were    promoted    by 
merely  secular  education.    Efiorts  were 
made  to  prescribe  the  selection  of  suitable 
text  books,  but  the  great  evils  existing 
were    hardly    scotched,    certainly    not 
killed.     Our  education  continued  to  be 
altogether  too  Uterary  in  character  for 
men  who  had  to  mal^  their  own  living. 
The  Bast  India  Railway,  by  taking  young 
natives  of  India  into  their  carriage  and 
wagon  works  for  training  as  mechanics, 
•did    more    good    than    many    colleges. 
Lord  Curzon,  who  was  always  ready  to 
grasp    the   nettle,   and   from   the   very 
comprehensive  and  hostile  criticisms  upon 
whom  so  often  made  in  that  House  he 
wholly  dissociated  himself,  well  knowing 
the  cost,  dared  to  uphold  the  cause  of 
the  vernacular  languages,  the  sole  resource 
of  all  but  a  small  minority,  which  were 
generally  neglected  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
more    marketable    English.    More,    he 
encouraged  primary  education,  for  which 
the    class     who    were    now    so    closely 
associated  with  hon.   Members  on  the 
Labour  benches,  had  no  use,  in  which 
they  took  no  interest,  and  expenditure 
upon  which  they  denounced.     He  intro- 
duced important  reforms  into  the  training 
colleges,  and  into  primary  and  industrial 
schools,  and  in  encouraging  the  Univer- 
sities to  control  the  instruction  given  in 
colleges  and  to  keep   up  the   standards 


he  became  the  subject  of  obloquy  and 
hatred  to  those  interested  in  institutions, 
whose  object  it  was  to  turn  out  the 
largest  number  of  graduates,  without 
regard  to  the  standard  which  they  at- 
tained. The  weaker  colleges  were  at 
once  the  preserve  of  the  Babu  class,  and 
the  breeding  ground  of  anarchists  and 
agitators.  Lord  Gurzon.  having  given 
power  to  the  Universities  to  set  their 
house  in  order,  and  to  stifEen  the  stan- 
dards to  something  approaching  a  pas- 
sable pitch,  committees  of  Universities  now 
perambulated  the  country  for  the  purpose 
of  inspecting  th3  colleges  and  of  discover- 
ing which  was  not  very  difficult,  their 
wesk  points.  It  was,  however,  certain  that 
the  standards  in  these  institutions  needed 
to  be  still  further  raised.  But,  after 
all,  the  chief  of  the  many  and  great 
defects  of  our  educational  system  was 
that  it  did  not  provide,  and  could  not 
provide,  any  kind  of  religious  teaching, 
and  thus  tended  inevitably  to  destroy 
the  respect  for  authority  which  was 
naturally  inherent  in  the  Hindu  mind. 
That  which  young  Oxford  or  Cambridge 
read  and  rightly  regarded  as  the  mere 
opinion  of  the  individual  writer,  young 
India  took  as  dogma,  or,  as  they  said, 
as  a  ''  Shasanam,  which  came  down 
from  Heaven."  A  seditious  print,  known 
as  the  Indian  Sociologist,  which  in  this 
refuge  for  conspirators  had  so  far,  to  his 
great  regret,  escaped  the  attention  of 
the  public  prosecutor,  gave  at  the  head 
of  each  issue  a  text  from  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer — 

"  Every  man  is  free  to  do  that  which  he  wills, 
provided  he  infringes  not  the  equal  freedom  of 
any  other  man.  Resistance  to  aggression  is  not 
simply  justifiable  but  imperative.  Non-resist- 
ance hurts  both  altruism  and  egoism." 

This  was  the  kind  of  pernicious  stufE 
upon  which  young  India  fastened  and 
fed.  It  was  true  the  Government  could 
not  teach  religion  in  its  schools,  but  it 
could  encourage,  and  should  encourage, 
what  we  would  in  this  country  for 
want  of  a  suitable  expression  describe 
as  "  denominational  "  institutions.  The 
peoples  of  India  themselves  realised  that 
education  without  religion  was  dead 
sea  fruit.  Proofs  of  their  faith  in  this 
behalf  were  found  in  the  existence  of  the 
Mahomedan  Anglo-Oriental  College  at 
Alighur,  the  Central  Hindu  College  at 
Benares,  the  Khalsa  College  of  the  Sikhs, 
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and  the  Arya  Vedic  and  Islamic  Col- 
leges of  the  Punjab.    It  was,  of  course, 
impossible  now  to  put  the  clock  back, 
and  in  respect  of  higher  education,  at 
any  rate,  to  exalt  the  Orientalists  above 
the  Anglicists.    But  they  should  build 
upon  existing  lines  and  follow  indigenous 
leads.    Indeed  this  would  be  good  policy 
eyen  apart  from  the  crying  needs  of  the 
educational  system.    The  radical  fault 
of  these  colleges,  namely  the  absence  of 
moral  teaching,  and  of  the  inculcation 
of  standards   of  duty,  was  not  present 
in  institutions    of    indigenous    growth, 
nor   did   they   find   them    hurling   Mr. 
Spencer's  precious  dogmas  to  the  hungry 
student,  or  Burke's  Speeches  on  American 
Independence,  or  Mill's  "  Liberty  "  with- 
out   Stephen's    crushing   rejoinder,    nor 
d'd  they  deal  in   philosophy   of  a  class 
which,    of   doubtful   advantage   on   the 
banks   of  the  Cam   and  the   Isis,   was 
downright  mischievous  on  the  margin  of 
the    Ckinges.    The    Government   should 
also  have  greater  control  over  the  text 
books    which    Universities    now    pres- 
cribed for  colleges,  and  for  the  upper 
classes  in  secondary  schools.     The  text 
books  of  history  might  witn  advantage 
be   amended   so   as   to   shew   that   the 
small    armies    which    won    India   were 
alwa3rs    supported    by    a    great    Navy, 
and    that    England's    position    in    this 
respect  was  till  now  at  any  rate  un- 
impaired.   They  might  also  teach  the 
elementary   truth   that   everywhere   re- 
presentative   institutions    originated    in 
the     extension     of     aristocratic     and 
oligarchic     privileges,     and     that     this 
stage    had    necessarily    to    be    passed, 
and  that  to  ignore  experience   and    to 
force  the  pace  was  to  place  power  in 
the    hands    of    classes    full    of    preju- 
dice against  the  poorer  and  the  lower 
castes    and    classes,    who    were    freely 
credited  with  ideas  of  which  they  never 
dreamt,  and  with  a  desire  for  that  of 
which      they      never      heard.      India, 
governed    according    to    native    ideas, 
was   the   India   of  the   rule    of    caste, 
birth,     wealth,     and    strength.      Some 
competent    authorities     thought    more 
good  could  btf  done  by  rewarding  good 
colleges    for    taking     proper     care    of 
moral    training,    physical    fitness,    co- 
porate    life    and    true    traditions.     By 
these   means   the   competition   in   such 
respects    would    be    set    up    amongst 
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I  the    pick    of    the    colleges.      It  would 
be  easy  to  reward  them  by  choosing 
from  the  best  the  fortimate  graduates 
to  whom  the  Government  appointments 
were  given,  now  that  the  craze  for  com- 
petitive examination  had  happily  given 
way  to  a  more  true  appreciation  of  its 
worth.     It     was     indeed     all-important 
that  Indian  students  should  be  placed 
under  proper  supervision,  and  since  they 
were  generally  out-boarders,  that  some 
such  system  as  the  Bishop  of  Hereford,, 
when  headmaster,  introduced  into  Clifton^ 
should   be   established,    and  the   tutors 
should  have  information  regarding  the 
status,  antecedents,  and  character  of  their 
students,  who  now  paraded  Bande  Matar- 
am  badges  in  school  and  college  classes. 
Grants  to  aided  colleges  should  not  be 
given    in    cases    where    false  concocted 
history  was  taught,  for  it  was  madness 
to  subsidise  institutions  which  aimed  at 
the   overthrow   of    British   rule.     These 
grants-in-aid,  moreover,  should  be  dis- 
tributed so  that  different  classes  of  the 
community  might  benefit,  and  most  of  the 
money  should  not  go  as  it  now  did  to 
managers,  who  confiuaed  instruction  to  one 
caste.    Similarly,    in     our     Government 
colleges   and   high   schools   the   limited, 
space  should  be  allotted  to  representatives 
of  all  classes.    Everyone  must  sympathise 
with  a  master  in  preferring  to  teach  the 
high-bred,   handsome,  and  intensely  in-^ 
telligent    Brahmin   youths,    but   it   was 
their  business  to  see  that  other  classes  got 
their   share.     It   would   not   do   to    be 
democratic  at  home,   and  more  aristo- 
cratic than  the  aristocrats  abroad.     No- 
thing indeed  was  so  important  as  primary 
education,  so  needful  for  the  masses,  so 
impopular  with  the  classes,  and  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  total  expenditure  on 
education    should    be    devoted    to    this 
head,  and  the  numbers  of  inspectors  of 
this  class  of  schools  increased.     Seeing 
the  importance  moreover  of  the  character 
of    their    public    servants,    and   of   the 
atmosphere  in  which  they  were  brought 
up,  it  would  be  well  that  there  should  be  a^ 
G(evemment  college  on  the  same  lines 
mutatis  mutandis  as  the  old  Haileybury,. 
with   residential    quarters   attached,    in 
which  selected  can<Udates  for  the  Govern- 
ment service  should  spend  a  year  or  two,, 
undergoing  special  training  at  the  hands 
of    a    good    European    stafE.    Not    the 
least    important    among    the    reforms 
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Government  could,  and  should^  effect 
was  insistence  upon  a  far  higher  standard 
of  colloquial  knowledge  of  the  languages 
on  the  part  of  district  officers.  The  Babu 
class  spoke  perfect  English,  the  English 
official  could  not  without  an  effort  find 
non-English  speaking  natives  with  whom 
to  talk,  and  his  immediate  subordinates 
would  isolate  him  in  his  own  district 
unless  he  persisted  and  insisted  on  break- 
ing free  from  his  bonds.  It  was  not 
necessarily  in  his  mterests  or  in  those  of 
the  people  for  whose  welfare  he  was 
responsible,  that  his  Babus  made  them- 
selves the  sole  medium  of  communication. 
As  Sir  James  La  Touche,  ex-Lieutenant- 
Govemor  of  the  United  Provinces,  lately 
said,  the  less  advanced,  or  the  less 
English-speaking,  the  population,  the 
better  and  the  closer  to  the  people  was 
the  administration.  He  might  also  quote 
the  Superintendent  of  Municipal  Schools 
in  Bombay,  an  Indian  gentleman,  who 
said — 

'*  The  Indian  graduate  does  not  command 
much  influence  among  the  masses  of  his  country- 
men and  does  not  represent  them/* 

though  he  was  himself  far  from  thinking 
this  class  a  negligible  quantity;  his 
opinion,  indeed,  was  of  the  contrary 
description.  It  would  be  evident  from 
these  suggestions,  that  he  concurred  with 
the  views  expressed  by  all  the  provincial 
governments  after  consulting  the  best 
authorities,  official  and  non  •  official, 
throughout  the  country,  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  abolish 
the  fees  charged  in  Government  primary 
schools,  and  to  pay  in  respect  of  private 
schools  of  the  same  class  a  subvention 
equal  in  amount  to  the  abolished  fees. 
Primary  education  could  be  helped  by 
multipljdng  primary  schoob,  not  by 
making  those  existing  free.  The  amount 
of  money  available  was  necessarily 
limited,  and  it  should  be  devoted  if 
possible  to  providing  a  primary  school 
in  every  village.  He  did  not  know  that 
there  was,  so  far,  even  in  the  craze  for 
the  introduction  of  impossible  (institu- 
tions into  India,  a  serious  intention  to 
try  compulsory  education.  Nor  was 
there  any  apparent  reason  why  the 
Government  should  pay  three-quarters 
of  the  cost  of  a  graduate's  education, 
or  why  graduates  should  be  turned  out 
from  Government  Colleges  at  a  paltry  cost 
of  £6  and  £3  a  year  for  fees  in  first  and 


second  grade  colleges  respectively-  The- 
proposal  to  initiate  a  class  of  indigenous- 
institutions,  which  for  want  of  a  suitable 
adjective  he  had  described  as  denomina-^ 
tional,  might  meet  with  some  objection 
from  the  more  narrow-minded  members 
of  the  school  which  thought  the  British 
Indian  Empire  should  be  treated  like 
an  English  parish,  and  regardel  British 
methods  of  administration  as  suitable 
alike  to  the  New  Hebrides  and  the  Old 
Hebrides,  to  New  and  to  Old  South 
Wales,  to  the  North,  South,  East  and 
West  of  the  round  world;  but  there wero^ 
signs  that  the  missionaries  at  any  rate- 
had  passed  this  stage,  and  saw  that  the 
destruction  of  the  faiths  of  the  people, 
and  the  manufacture  of  faithless,  dis- 
contented, and  half -educated  graduates^, 
was  the  ruin  and  not  the  salvation  of 
the  country.  At  the  Pan- Anglican  Con- 
gress a  bishop  was  reported  to  have  said 
that  they  should  not  be  in  such  a  hurry 
to  convert  the  people,  and  destroy  their 
own  religions,  from  which  it  was  evident 
that  great  advances  in  the  realm  of 
reason  and  tolerance  had  been  made 
since  the  days  in  which  the  Government 
of  India  was  forced  against  its  better 
judgment,  by  the  Government  at  home 
at  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  to  divest 
itself  of  religious  endowments,  which 
had  been  administered  by  its  prede- 
cessors in  India,  and  which  had  subse- 
quently been  mal-administered  by  private 
bodies,  to  the  annoyance  and  indignation 
of  the  communities  concerned.  Unfor- 
tunately those  who  loved  English  educa*- 
tion  best  hated  the  English  most,  and 
the  Government  evoked  a  spirit  that 
they  did  not  even  attempt  to  control: 
or  direct.  They  took  the  educated 
Indian  away  from  pundit  and  priest, 
freed  him  from  authority,  his  god 
for  thousands  of  generations,  and 
then  left  him  to  wallow  amongst: 
Anarchists,  Nihilists,  sedition  •  mongers 
and  the  like  company,  until  he  found 
his  own,  and  too  often  a  very  low,  level. 
Not  only  might  the  steps  suggested  in 
respect  of  education  be  taken  with  ad- 
vantage, but  in  this  and  in  other  respects 
the  Government  should  renounce  the 
policy  of  alienating  friends  in  a  vain 
effort  to  conciliate  enemies.  This  was 
habitually  carried  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  endanger  the  good  relations  so- 
essential  between  the  Governm^|^^jhe- 
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European  population,  official  and  non- 
official,  such  as  planters  and  merchants, 
who  were  most  valuable  allies  of  the 
administration,  and  a  very  present  help 
in  time  of  trouble.  Two  men  and  a  boy, 
or  rather  two  boys  and  a  man  in  Bengal 
or  Madras,  calling  themselves  by  the 
great  name  of  a  Mahajana  Sabah  or  an 
Indian  Association  would  count  for  more 
than  230  loyal  English  planters,  who 
expressed  their  views  pretty  freely  when 
gathered  together,  but  never  agitated, 
and  were  always  true  to  their  salt.  It  was 
within  the  power  of  the  Grovernment  of 
India,  as  it  was  within  the  power  of  no 
other  body,  to  give  object  lessons  by 
rewarding  loyalty,  so  that  never  again 
ehould  the  saying  be  current,  as  it  was 
now  and  long  had  been  in  India,  that 
loyalty  did  not  pay,  and  that  its  recogni- 
tion was  deprecated  as  likely  to  offend 
those  of  another  school.  Every  Viceroy 
in  turn  thought  it  had  been  left  for  him 
to  conciliate  the  babus  and  agitators, 
and  each  one  in  turn  left  India  a  sadder 
and  a  wiser  man.  The  natives  did  not 
understand  a  power  which  was  not 
manifested,  and  a  ruler  who  stooped  to 
expostulation,  extenuation,  and  explana- 
tion, as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  had 
already  abdicated.  It  was  widely  held 
amongst  Indian  princes,  who  were  un- 
doubtedly loyal  to  British  rule,  that  even 
the  reforms  now  under  consideration  had 
"better  have  been  withheld  until  the 
agitators  had  desisted  from  inciting  their 
dupes  to  bomb-throwing  and  the  like 
outrages.  But  if  the  reforms  were  in 
themselves  good,  they  were  twice  good 
if  quickly  given,  and  being  what  they 
were  he  for  one  would  give  them  at  once. 
^Certainly  they  went  as  far  as  was  wise  at 
a  time  when  those  who  demanded  reform 
on  behalf  of  the  peoples  of  India,  which 
they  could  not  prove  they  represented, 
continued  to  denounce  British  rule,  and 
to  palliate  if  not  to  applaud  the  murderous 
outrages  committed  by  half-educated 
youths,  who  were  their  dupes  and  their 
supporters.  Whether  further  advances 
would  be  necessary,  and  at  what  time, 
could  under  present  circumstances  only 
be  the  subject  of  sterile  speculation.  It 
was,  however,  folly  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
'  the  system  of  election  was  unpleasing  to 
the  people  of  India,  and  that  men  of  good 
class  would  not  submit  themselves  to  the 
Mr,  Bees. 


votes  of  all  and  sundry,  by  no  means 
believing  that  one  man  was  as  good  as 
another.  Representation  in  India  meant 
the  due  recognition  of  the  principle  of 
aristocracy.  Happily  it  was  far  from 
being  the  truth  that  educated  Indians  as 
such  were  unfriendly  to  the  British,  or 
that  the  Brahmins,  the  hereditary  and 
inevitable  leaders  of  the  non-Mahomedan 
people  of  India,  were  generally  opposed  to 
British  rule,  but  it  was  the  case  that  only 
those  who  had  been  educated  in  Western 
fashion  were  hostile  to  our  (Jovemment, 
and  it  was  the  fact  that  this  movement, 
like  all  others,  was  led  by  the  Brahmins 
who  predominated  among,  and  who 
dominated,  the  English-educated  class. 
The  Mahomedans,  of  course,  were  on  a 
different  footing.  They  were  united,  had 
one  religion  and  no  caste,  and  so  counted 
far  and  away  beyond  their  numbers. 
Strong  control  should  be  kept  over  the 
Brahmin  directors  of  schools  and  colleges, 
for  they  inevitably  favoured  their  own 
caste,  no  doubt  incomparably  the  best 
scholars,  and  cut  out  other  classes,  which 
had  at  least  an  equal  claim  on  the  ad- 
ministration. Another  necessary  mea- 
sure was  to  train  princes  so  that  they 
should  love  to  stay  amongst  their  own 
people,  instead  of  living  their  lives  in 
Europe,  the  more  fitted  to  which  they 
became,  the  less  suited  they  were  to  do 
their  duty  in  that  state  of  life  to  which 
they  were  called.  Nor  was  it  possible 
to  omit  the  necessity  for  the  establish- 
ment of  some  measures  of  control  over 
Indians  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  where 
little  hot-beds  of  sedition  were  estab- 
lished such  as  flourished  unchecked  in 
London,  with  the  inevitable  newspaper 
to  spread  the  poison  abroad.  It  was 
almost  incredible  that  meetings  should  be 
held  without  objection  in  Hampstead  "  in 
commemoration  of  the  glorious  Mutiny," 
and  that  a  grossly  seditious  newspaper 
forbidden  ingress  into  India  should  be  pub- 
lished without  let  or  hindrance  in  London. 
The  present  Government  which  had 
appointed  many  Commissions  might  be 
urged  to  appoint  one  more,  to  report 
on  the  political  effects  of  our  system  of 
education,  and  to  suggest  remedies  for 
its  many  and  great  defects.  Surely  our 
sanity  would  be  seriously  questioned  if 
we  went  on  manufacturing  half-educated 
enemies.  It  became  all  true  friends  of 
India  to  ackno^l.^^^  the  great  advances 
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made  already  va,  the  appointments  of 
educatiomsta  eminent  in,  British  India 
and  in  native  States,  Mr.  Theodore 
Morison  and  Mr.  Sjmd  Hussein  Bilgrami 
to  the  Council  at  the  India  office,  but 
such  radical  reform  as  was  needed  would 
never  be  effected  unless  upon  the  strong 
Report  of  a  strong  (commission,  none  of 
whose  members  luid  alternately  praised 
and  blamed  the  British  Government 
according  as  either  attitude  suited  their 
present  plans.  There  was,  indeed,  need 
for  reform,  and  without  giving  way  to 
alarm,  for  which  as  yet  there  was  no 
occasion,  we  should  do  well  to  remember 
that— 

"  The  same  arts  that  did  gain 
A  power,  must  it  maintain.'* 

He  b^ged  to  move. 

♦Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities)  in  seconding  the 
Amendment,  said  he  did  not  claim  the 
knowledge  of  India  which  was  possessed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Montgomery 
Boroughs.     He  did  not  arrogate  to  him- 
self that  he  had  mastered  all  the  problems 
of  Indian  government,  although  he  had 
paid  a  short  visit  to  our  Eastern  Empire, 
but  he  knew  something  of  those  problems 
from  long  and  intimate  correspondence 
with  people  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  and  circumstances  of  India. 
He  did  not  mean  to  dwell  at  length  on 
the  polemical  aspects  of  this  question, 
which  were  discussed  by  the  mover  of  the 
Amendment  in   the    first   part   of  his 
speech.    On  that  side  of  the  House  they 
felt    that    the    whole  country  was  in- 
bebted  to  the  Secretary  of    State    for 
India  for  having  maintained,   in  spite 
of    temptation    to   the    contrary   from 
many  of  the  extreme  Members  of  his 
own  Party,  that  attitude  which  perhaps 
had  saved  India  from  a  great  calamity. 
He  felt,  however,  that  he  could  not  assent 
even  to  the  earlier  part  of  the  Amendment 
if  it  obliged  them,  quickly  and  without 
careful  consideration,  to  carry  out  even 
moderate  reforms  if  those  reforms  were 
to  be  given  as  concessions  to  violence, 
conspiracy,  or  assassination.    There  was 
a  danger  that  that  interpretation  might 
be  placed  upon  concessions  by  a  large 
section   of   people  in   India,   and  that 
made    one    hesitate    to   adopt    without 
careful  reservation  the  earlier  part  of  the 
VOL.  CXCIH.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Amendment.  There  was  another  con- 
sideration which  it  would  be  well  not  to 
leave  out  of  account.  There  were  as 
many  natives  of  India  who  were  liable  to 
be  alarmed  by  reforms  too  easily  con- 
ceded as  there  were  within  our  own 
coimtry.  He  had  talked  over  and  over 
again  with  natives  who  were  more 
ready  to  see  the  evils  involved  in  undue 
concessions  than  even  he  himself  was. 
Let  the  House  remember  that  all  India 
did  not  consist  of  Babus  and  their 
representatives.  There  were  vast  numbers 
whose  loyalty  was  not  a  mere  negative 
quantity,  or  not  a  quantity  which  could 
be  calculated  upon  indefinitely.  They  had 
constantly  supported  us  in  the  face  of  con- 
stant discouragement.  There  was  nothing 
that  struck  one  more  in  travelling 
about  certain  parts  of  India  than  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  native  races  were 
alarmed  lest  the  landmarks  of  their 
country  and  the  traditions,  habits,  and 
customs  to  which  they  were  profoundly 
attached  might  be  impaired,  if  not 
entirely  abolished,  by  these  political 
reforms.  Some  members  of  the  Indian 
population  who  were  most  articulate 
had  learned  the  methods  of  Western 
politics,  and  the  tricks  by  which  a  small 
party  was  made  to  appear  a  large  one ; 
but  they  did  not  alter  the  profoundly 
conservative  views  of  many  of  our 
best  friends  amongst  the  native  races. 
His  chief  object  in  seconding  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  refer  to  the  question  in  which 
he  waa  specially  interested,  namely, 
educational  reform  in  India.  He  did 
not  think  that  in  Indian  official  circles 
any  opinion  was  more  prevalent  or  more 
universal  than  that  a  reform  in  educa- 
tion was  imperatively  required.  To  a 
great  extent  he  attributed  this  not  to 
a  lack  of  enthusiasm  on  our  part,  not 
to  the  backwardness  of  any  authority  in 
India,  not  to  any  desire  to  crush  out  the 
intelligence  of  the  native  races,  and  so 
make  them  more  subservient.  Such  a 
figment  of  the  imagination  did  not  exist 
among  the  responsible  rulers  of  India, 
but  he  thought  that  much  of  our  educa- 
tional machinery  in  India  for  the  last 
fifty  years  had  been  mistaken,  and  that 
many  of  the  mistakes  still  existed.  They 
were  too  ready  originally  to  adopt  the 
latest  fads  and  ideas  and  the  freshest 
contrivances,  believing  that  they  would 
last  to  the  end  of  time^  and  to  plant  them 
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wholesale  upon  India.    Competitive  ex- 
aminations   and    the  pursuit    of    Uni- 
versity degrees  gave  them  the  idea  that 
a  University  was  only  a  place  for  con- 
ferring   degrees.    That    was    the    last 
possible  attribute  which  he  should  like 
to  attach  to  a  University,  and  for  his 
part  he   would  not  be  sorry  to   see  an 
M.A.  degree  conferred  on  every  child 
six   weel^    old,     so   that   they    might 
be   done    with   the    superstition     that 
degree    granting    was    the    only  func- 
tion of   a   University.    That   idea  had 
impressed    itself    on     the     people     of 
India.     We  forgot   that   while   Indians 
adopted  our  habits,  they  did  not  move 
forward  with  the  quickness  and  readiness 
which  we  did  in  the  matter  of  reforms. 
They  had  got  embedded  in  their  minds 
that  book-learning  and  competitive  ex- 
aminations were  tiie  be  all  and  the  end 
all  of  everything.    That  idea  exercised 
a  thraldom  over  the  mind  of  the  native 
which  it  never  attained  with  us.     Even  in 
our  wildest  vagaries  it  had  never  obtained 
here.    We  forgot  also  that  we  had  made 
mistakes  before,  and  that  we  might  be 
making  mistakes  now.    The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Montgomery  Boroughs  had  spoken 
of    the    opinion  that   there   should  be 
free  and  compulsory  education  as  one 
held  by  none  but  a  few  extremists.  That 
was  not  his  own  experience.    That  was 
not  only  an  idea  indulged  in  by  a  few 
extremists.    He   had   repeatedly   heard 
those  who  professed  to  be  leaders  of  the 
Beform  Party  in  Bengal  express  thei  • 
adherence  to  that  idea.    He  thought  there 
was  nothing  more  mad  than  the  fiction 
that  free  and  compulsory  education  in 
India  would  advance  education  there, 
because  such  a  system  had  been  intro- 
duced in  this  country  a  few  years  ago. 
It  was  mere   midsummer  madness.     It 
was  all  very  well  for  the  Babu  to  urge 
that  such  a  system  should  be  adopted, 
but  did  they   think  that  the   agricul- 
turists   of   the    Punjab    would    accept 
compulsory  education  ?     The  other  day 
when  talking  to  a  leading  Indian  Gentle- 
man he  asked  whether,  in  his  opinion, 
compulsory  education  would  prove  alto- 
gether acceptable  to  the  native  agricul- 
turists.    "  Oh,    yes,"    he    said,    "  they 
would  have  to  accept  it  whether  they 
liked  it  or  not."     But  who    would  be 
responsible     for    enforcing     it  ?       The 
burden  would  lie  on  the  much-abused 
Sir  Henry  Craik. 


English  official.  He  did  not  think  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Nottingham 
would  be  ready  to  face  the  music  in 
connection  with  the  difficulty  of  making 
education  compulsory  to  the  millions  of 
agriculturists  in  In^a.  We  had  some- 
times forgotten  the  midtitude  of  races 
with  which  we  had  to  deal  in  India,  and 
how  a  system  of  education  suitable  for 
one  might  be  entirely  unfitted  for 
another.  We  had  introduced  a  system 
of  education  which  was  predominantly 
literary  which  was  largely  foimded  on 
modem  philosophy  in  absolute  contrast 
to  all  the  ideas  with  which  the 
thought  of  India  had  moved  for 
centuries.  We  had  introduced  what 
we  called  poUtical  science,  which  meant 
a  number  of  theoretical  books  upon  the 
constitution,  which  were  imderstood  in 
Western  countries,  but  which,  unfortu- 
nately, were  almost  all  of  one  type. 
Students  read  these  books  in  our  own 
Universities,  and  there  was  no  harm 
done.  They  read  them  as  only  the 
expression  of  one  side,  and  not  as  axioms. 
That  was  not  the  case  in  India.  The 
natives  read  these  books  as  if  they  were 
mathematical  truths  incapable  of  being 
controverted,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
assimilated  our  ideas  and  used  them  for 
their  own  objects  and  in  their  own  ways 
in  political  agitation  and  controversy. 
There  was  one  special  characteristic  in 
which  the  native  races  were  divergent 
from  the  Western.  Was  it  not  the  case 
that  we  were  more  or  less  religious  on 
principle,  by  teachiAg,  by  tradition,  by 
one's  sense  of  duty ;  and,  after  all,  were 
we  not  as  a  nation  fundamentally  secular 
in  our  minds  by  the  force  of  environ- 
ment ?  The  absolute  opposite  was  the 
case  with  the  native  races.  Some  in- 
dividuals might,  if  they  thought  it  better 
in  order  to  affect  advanced  opinion  set 
aside  the  predominant  religion.  He  had 
found  among  the  agitators  in  Bengal 
that  the  old  religion  of  their  race  was 
spoken  of  with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders 
and  as  if  that  was  a  matter  for  the  lower 
and  not  the  educated  classes.  But, 
however  that  might  be,  it  applied  to  a 
very  small  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
India.  It  was  not  the  case  with  the  vast 
mass  of  the  people,  who  were,  by  instinct 
and  not  like  us  by  principle,  down  to  the 
finest  fibre  of  their  being,  religious.  It  was 
thefirst  motive  which  dominated  their 
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lives  ;  and  if  we  attempted  to  foimd  their 
moral  education  on  any  other  basis  we 
were  building,  so  far  as  the  native  races 
were  concerned,  on  sand.    They  oould 
not  understand  what  was  meant  by  all 
our  Gowper-Temple  clauses.      They  be- 
lieved in  the  religion  handed  down  to 
them  for  long  centuries,  which  was  part 
of  their  bone  and  ran  in  their  blood.    They 
believed  in  no  other.    It  was  all  very 
well  for  some  people  to  say  that  we  could 
not  adopt  any  attitude  except  a  neutral 
one  in  regard  to  religion,  and  to  dismiss 
the  subject  with  that  remark.    He  was 
inclined  to  say  that  that  was  a  piece  of 
cant.    Why  should  we  divide  ourselves 
from  what  was  the  dominant  influence  of 
the  lives  of  these  native    races   if   we 
wished  to  get  hold  of  them  ?    We  should 
never  get  at  the  root  of  the  minds  of  the 
natives  if  in  their  education  morab  were 
divorced  from  religion.    Over  and  over 
again  leading  gentlemen  of  the  great 
races  of  India  had  expressed  to  him,  not 
only  during  his  short  visit  to  India,  but 
oyer  a  long  series  of  years,  their  dislike 
of  this  divorce  of  religion    from   their 
schools.    He  had  no  wish,  if  it  were  found 
difficult  for  the  authorities,  that  these 
should  themselves  introduce  the  teach- 
ing   of   religion   in    the    schoeb.     But 
let     the     authorities     ally    themselves 
with  those  who  would.    Let  them  have 
open  doors  to  the  teachers  of  religion. 
The  only  alternative  was  to  encourage 
those  private  schools,  those  free  schools  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred  and  in 
regard  to  which  he  had  read  some  words 
paragraph  denouncing  them  as  the  rem- 
nants of  a   bygone  system.    He  took 
exactly  the   opposite  view    from    that 
taken  in  the  words  quoted.    It  was  a 
lesson  even  for  us  at  home,  where  we  saw 
the  effect  produced  by  a  system  which 
necessarily  divorced  education  from  re- 
ligious   teaching.     There    was    ano:hor 
aspect  of  education  to  which  he  wished 
to  refer.    By  all  means  let  us  make  our 
education  better.      But  let  us   not  be 
subject  to  a  traditional  superstition  in 
regard  to  it.    He  could  assure  the  House 
that  the   superstition   did  not    largely 
prevail  amongst  those    responsible    for 
educational    administration;     but    the 
public    at     large      and      those      who 
spoke  on  platforms  were  far  too  apt  to 
speak  as  if  education  consisted  solely  of 
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reading,   writing,   and   arithmetic.    For 
himself,  the  more  he  had  to  do   with 
education  the   more   he    was    inclined 
to   regard    that    as    a   small   part    of 
it.    What  he  looked  to  was  the  more 
vivifying  and  fructif3dng  elements.    We 
must  make  our  education  for  the  future 
more   practical,    but  let  us  not  intro- 
duce the  jargon  of  technical  education 
with  all  its  jaw-breaking  terms.    We  had 
ourselves  fallen  under  a  sort  of  tyranny 
of  that  kind.    We  had  various  classes  of 
schools — ^higher  grade  schools,  industrial 
schoob,  schoob  of  applied  science — ^till  we 
hardly  knew  where  we  were.    We  forgot 
the  real  germ  of  truth  that  lay  at  the 
bottom   of  the  whole   thing — ^that   we 
must  make  the  pupib  in  our  elementary 
schoob  here,  as  well  as  in  India,  under- 
stand somehow  that  what  they  were 
being  taught  had  some  practical  effect 
on  their  lives.    He  was  not  very  anxious, 
nor  did  he  see  that  salvation  lay  that 
way,  to  establish  a  few  technical  colleges. 
We  knew  what  that  meant.    It  would 
just  lead  to  the  training  of  a  few  men  to 
whom  the  be-all  and  end-all  of  their  life  was 
to  qualify  themselves  for  some  Govern- 
ment appointment.    That  was  one   of 
the  banes  of  India  at  present.     By  all 
means  have  these  technical  colleges  where 
they  were  wanted  for  special  purposes ; 
but   we    should   not  imagine    that    by 
building  up  that  kind  of  technical  edu- 
cation we  were    forming  anything   but 
the  apex  of  our  educational  pyramid.    We 
must  lay  our   foundation  more  widely 
and  deeper  down.    He  would  rather  aim 
at     a     technical     education     in     the 
elementary    schoob.     We    could    teach 
the     children    of    the     native      races 
of  India  first  of  all  the  dignity  of  work. 
That  was  a  novelty  to  the  Eastern  mind. 
We  could  teach  them  in  the  great  agri- 
cultural  districts,    which    formed    the 
hardest  problem  with  which  we  had  to 
deal  in  India,  that  nature  was  not  merely 
a  series  of  antagonistic,  hostile,  super- 
natural powers,  such  as  it  appeared  to 
the  mind  in  these  vast  silent  territories. 
We   could  teach  them   that  it  was    a 
force   of  which  they    might    make    an 
ally,  from  which  they  could  draw  the 
best  of  all  its  resources ;    that  it  might 
become  their  best  helper  and  co-operator, 
their  familia:  associate  all  their  life  long. 
We    might    tr5;,^,tl^^tu,C^^?4o|ihen    we 
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should  get  hold  of  the  practical  side 
of  agricultural  schools.  But,  above  all, 
we  should  not  foiget  the  conditions  with 
which  we  had  to  deal.  We  must  not 
attempt  to  mix  together  in  those  schools 
these  different  races,  a  practice  so  much 
complained  of  by  those  who  endeavoured 
to  reach  native  opinion.  We  had 
broadened  the  schools  so  much  that  the 
parents  did  not  find  them  a  fitting 
training-place  for  their  children.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  we  were  in  India 
dealing  with  races  profoundly  aristo- 
cratic, however  distasteful  that  word 
might  be  to  hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway.  We  could  not  force  demo- 
cratic views  upon  races  which  were  of 
that  temperament.  We  could  not  reach 
them  by  breaking  their  traditions  as  to 
the  conditions  which  divided  class  from 
class.  To  attempt  to  do  so  would  only 
make  the  schools  imfamiliar  places 
which  they  only  thought  of  as  the  first 
step  in  that  career  of  artificial  training, 
to  DC  followed  up  by  other  weary  steps 
to  examination,  and  finally,  to  end  in 
divorce  from  those  of  their  own  race. 
Let  them  be  given,  above  all,  something 
that  would  help  them  out  of  the  official 
service  in  their  own  country  districts. 
Let  them  be  helped  to  seek  the  alliance 
of  those  who  represented  the  different 
nations  in  the  country.  Let  not  their 
educational  efforts  be  associated  with 
the  notion  that  the  schools  could  be 
framed  in  accordance  with  ideas  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Nonconform- 
ist conscience.  Let  them  be  taught 
above  all,  that  British  rule  maintained 
its  proudest  boast  of  administering 
absolute,  impartial,  unbiassed  justice  be- 
tween the  different  classes,  races,  and 
religious  convictions  that  came  under 
our  sway.  That  was  the  problem  we 
had  to  face  in  India,  and  we  could  only 
face  it  by  seeking  an  alliance  with  all 
that  was  best  and  most  characteristic  in 
the  native  races. 

Amendment  proposed, — 

"To  leave  out  from  the  word  'That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
Hhis  House,  while  it  recognises  that  the 
reforms  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government  of  India  are  suitable  and  sufScient 
in  respect  of  questions  with  which  they  deal, 
is  of  opinion  that  the  educational  system  in 
India  stands  in  urgent  need  of  reform.' — 
(Mr.  i?e«,)— instead  thereof." 

Sir  Henry  Craik, 


Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.'* 

♦Mr.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rusholiffe), 
congratulated  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Under-Secretary  upon  his  statement,  to 
which  the  House  had  listened  with  much 
pleasure.    As  an  old  political  comrade  he 
congratulated  him  on  his  appearauce  at 
the  Table.     He  was  a  master  of  Indian 
finance,  and  when  a  few  years  ago  he  was 
in  a  position  of    responsibility  on  the 
Royal  Commission,   he  had  waged  war 
on   behalf     of    the     Indian     taxpayer 
and      had      come      out      triumphant. 
Very    satisfactory    was    the    statement, 
so  far  as  the  figures  were  concerned. 
The  right  hon.   Gentleman  had  shown 
them    surpluses    year    after    year,  not 
multiplied  as  the  result  of  under-esti- 
mates,     but     the     result     of     natural 
growth  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Very  pleased  he  was  to  hear  the  state- 
ment in  reference  to  opium.    Last  year 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Kensing- 
ton spoke    of  the  premature  action  of 
the    Government   in   regard   to   opium, 
and  drew  a  lurid  picture  of  what  might 
happen ;  but  it  was  gratifying  to  find  that 
there  was  reduction  in  the  area  under 
poppy  cultivation,  and  promise  of  further 
reduction,  in  accordance  with  the  "ac- 
cepted policy"  of  helping  the  Chinese 
(Government  in  efforts  to  extinguish  the 
opium  habit  among  their  people.    This 
was  the  first  time  "  accepted  policy " 
had  appeared  in  official  papers  and  it 
marked   a  great  advance.     So  long  as 
the    present    Government    remained    in 
power  those  words  would  stand.    The 
reduction  in  the  salt  tax  was  a  measure 
of  humanity  for  the  poor  ryot  who  had 
suffered  much  from  the  high  price  of 
salt  for  many  years,  and  everyone  must 
rejoice  that  the  policy  of  reduction  had 
been    exceedingly  successful,    owing    to 
increased  consumption.     He   had  heard 
the  reference  to  the  Police  Commission 
with  great  interest.     There  was  hardly 
any  part   of  the  Indian  administrative 
system  which  required  to  be  more  care- 
fully watched  and  needed  more  thorough 
reform.    He  hoped  it  would  receive  very 
drastic   treatment.    The  Report  of  the 
Commission  respecting  the  Indian  Police 
was  not  very  pleasant  reading,  and  he  was 
satiiified  that  a  great  deal  required  to  be 
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done  to  imp'X)ve  the  morals  of  the  police 
ia    India.    Nothing   was    more  impor- 
tant  for    the    welfare   of    India   than 
the  development  of  railways  and  irriga- 
tion worksy  and  he  was  delighted  to 
hear  his  right  hon.  friend  say  that  he 
.  proposed  to  introduce  a  BiU  for  the 
farther    advancement    of    the    railway 
system.    The  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  railways  would  well  repay 
hon.  Members  for  its  perusal    The  first 
thing  they   found   was   that   the   rail- 
way system  in  India  was  in  a  state 
of  chaos.     That    was    the    result,   one 
of   the    many   unfortunate    results,    of 
what  he  would  term  the  Curzon  regime. 
Lord   CuTEOn    thought    fit  to  create  a 
new  railway  board,  which  was  exactly 
like  the  fifth  wheel  of  a  coach.      The 
Committee  appointed    to  consider  the 
railway  system  of  India,  in  a  most  ex- 
haustive Report,  had  pointed  out  how  the 
creation  of  this  new  railway  board  had 
really  denuded  the  railway  system  of  India 
of  responsibility,and  that  the  state  of  the 
whole  thing  was  that  of  confusion  worse 
confounded.     It  was  to  be  hoped  that  the 
carrying  out  of  their  recommendations 
would  put  an  end  to  this.    He  believed 
that  the  two  things  which  lay  at  the  root 
of  the  prosperity  of  India  were  a  well 
developed  railway  system  and  irrigation. 
The    Amendment    just    put   from    the 
Chair    really    embraced      two     things. 
In    so    far    as  it    invited    the    House 
to  declare  that  the  educational  system 
of  India  stood  in  urgent  need  of  reform 
he  was  inclined  to  agree  with  it ;    and 
the    83rstem   might    be    remodelled    on 
the  lines  indicated  by  the  hon.  Member, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  and  directed 
to  the  building  up  of  character  and  train- 
ing the  intelligence  for  the  affairs  of  life. 
The  present  system  was  too  much  an  at- 
tempt to  develope  the  intellectual  faculties 
and  did  not  sufficiently  build  up  character. 
There  was  no  man  more  capable  of  dealing 
with  this  subject  than  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State.   When  the  Resolution  de- 
clared that  the  reforms  under  considera- 
tion were  suitable  and  sufficient,  he  con- 
fessed, before  he  gave  his  assent  to  that, 
he  would  like  to  see  what  the  reforms 
were.    Hon.  Members  who  had  listened 
to  what  had  taken  place  the  other  day,  or 
who  had  read  the  speeches,  would  realise 
that  there  was  a  grave  situation  to  deal 
with  in  India  ;   but  that  must  not  deter 


170 

them  from  holding  fast  to  the  Only  clue 
out  of  the  difficulty.  Speaking  at  this 
time  last  year.  Lord  Morley,  then  Mr. 
Morley,  used  these  words — 

"  Critioism  on  the  attitude  of  Lord  M3nto  and 
His  Majesty's  Govenunent  leaves  out  of  aooonnt 
the  faot  that  Lord  Minto  did  not  come  quite 
into  a  haven  of  serenity  and  peaoe.'* 

No  one  in  that  Assembly  at  present 
knew  that  so  well  as  he  hiniself  did.  He 
had  said  last  year,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  been  better  advised 
if  he  had  a  little  more  lifted  the  curtain 
and  taken  the  public  into  his  con- 
fidence, and  he  was  of  that  opinion 
stilL  The  Gk)vemment  two  years  ago 
found  a  state  of  things  internally 
in  India  which  formed  a  heritage  to  which 
few  viceroys  had  succeeded.  The  reason 
for  that,  if  anybody  wanted  to  know 
it,  he  would  find  by  going  into  the 
library  and  reading  the  speech  of 
Lord  Curzon,  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  other  day.  He  who  read  it 
woidd  see  the  spirit  out  of  which  these 
difficidties  arose.  Mr.  Morley  went  on 
to  say — - 

"  Our  polioy  was  to  compose  the  uaezampled 
conditions  of  the  controversy  and  confusion  by 
which  we  were  faced." 

A  situation  had  been  created  which 
required  very  grave  and  patient  hand- 
ling, and  the  country  owed  a  great  deal 
to  the  firmness,  patience,  and  sympathy 
of  Lord  Morley  when  he  went  to  the  India 
Office.  He  did  not  put  himself  into  the 
hands  of  the  chief  officials  as  other 
Liberals  had  sometimes  done  when  they 
went  to  the  India  Office.  That  was  all 
he  thought  that  he  need  say.  The 
situation  was  grave.  It  called  for  a  very 
cool  head,  a  &rm  and  even  temper,  but, 
above  all,  a  courageous  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  reform.  He  had  read  with 
the  greatest  delight  these  words  of  Lord 
Minto — 

"  No  anarchical  crime  will  deter  me  from 
endeavouring  to  meet  as  best  I  can  the  political 
aspirations  of  honest  reformers.*' 

That  was  very  fine  language  for  a  man 
in  his  position,  for  they  faiew  what  it 
was  for  a  Governor-General  in  Simla 
and  in  Calcutta  to  say  those  words  before 
those  by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  Lord 
Minto  might  fairly  be  compared  for  cool- 
ness of  head,  tenacity  of  purpose  and 
warm  sympathies  vritk  a  great  people, 
to   his  great    predecessor    who,    to    his 
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immortal  honour,  earned  the  sobriquet 
of  "Clemency  Canning."  To  a  certain 
extent  this  discussion  on  reforms  was 
a  little  premature  that  evening.  In 
order  to  obtain  full  information  they 
wanted]  the|  Report  of  the  flobhouse 
Commission,  and  the  views  both  of  the 
Government  of  India*  and  the  India 
Office.  He  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
Report  would  be  circulated  during  the 
autumn  session,  and  that  they  would 
then  be  afEorded  an  opportunity  of  going 
into  the  whole  matter  thoroughly.  It 
had  always  seemed  to  him  of  far  more 
importance  that  the  head  of  the  ship 
should  be  turned  in  the  right  direction 
than  that  the  speed  at  which  it  travelled 
should  be  high.  It  had  been  turned 
in  a  very  different  direction  directly 
Lord  Morley  took  his  present  position 
on  11th  December,  1905.  They  knew 
Lord  Morley's  mind  ;  he  was  sure  that 
neither  he  nor  his  efficient  Under- 
Secretary  woidd  swerve  in  any  shape 
or  degree  with  reference  to  the  direction 
in  which  the  ship  should  continue  to 
be  directed.  That  being  so,  he  was 
certain  they  might  rely  on  the  earnest 
and  whole-hearted  support  of  the  House 
and  the  country. 

♦MR.KEm  HARDIE  (MerthyrTydvil) 
said  he  had  listened  with  some  satisfac- 
tion to  the  speech  of  the  Under-Secretary 
for  India.  The  surplus  which  he  had 
been  able  to  declare  in  connection  with 
the  Budget  indicated  that  so  far  as  the 
financal  state  of  the  Government  of  India 
was  concerned  all  appeared  to  be  well. 
The  right  hon.  (Jentleman  had  spoken  of 
the  military  expenditure  as  one  of  the 
items  which  had  been  growing  in  India,  and 
it  was  only  a  very  modified  hope  that 
he  had  held  out  that  it  would  be  reduced. 
During  the  last  eight  years  the  military 
expenditure  accounted  for  in  the  Indian 
Budget  had  gone  up  from  just  over 
£14,000,000  to  £20,750,000— an  increase 
of  £6,500,000  during  that  period.  That 
in  itself  was  a  very  serious  item,  and,  if 
he  might  be  allowed  to  express  an  opinion, 
not  a  little  of  the  growing  unrest  in  India 
was  due  to  the  growth  of  the  spirit  of 
militarism,  as  represented  in  the  Bud- 
get by  the  growing  expenditure  on  the 
Army.  But  there  was  one  item  which 
the  Under-Secretary  had  not  referred 
to,  and  which  was  not  dealt  with  in 
Mr,  Ellis. 


these  accounts,  but  was  one  on  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  perhaps  able 
to  give  them  some  information.    Each 
native   state   of  India   incurred   a   not 
inconsiderable    yearly    expenditure    for 
Imperial    purposes.    There    was    what 
was  called  the  Military  Transport  Corps 
maintained    exclusively    out    of    native 
state  funds  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
Imperial  Government.    In  addition  there 
were  the  Imperial  Lancers,  maintained 
by  the  native  states  in  the  same  way 
and  for  the  same  purpose.    He  had  had 
an    opportunity   of   learning   that   this 
new  form  of  impost  was  resented  very 
strongly  in  at  least  some  of  the  most 
progressive   native    states.    It   had   its 
origin  —  this  was  his  information  —  in 
a  good-natured  offer  on  behalf  of  one 
of  the  native  rulers  at  a  time  when  there 
was    threatened    trouble    with   Russia, 
and  what  was  then  a  voluntary  offer  of 
help  on  his  part  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment   had  become  practically  a  com- 
pulsory charge  on  those  native  states  for 
all  time  to  come.    It  hampered  these 
native  states  seriously  in  many  directions  ; 
and  he   would   express  the   hope  that 
now  that  the  menace,  or  alleged  menace 
from  Russia,  which  had  been  used  up 
to  the  present  in  regard  to  the  safety 
of  India  had  been  removed,  this  impost 
upon  the  native  states  of  India  would 
shortly    be    dispensed    with.     Then    in 
regard  to   education.    It   was   a   great 
satisfaction,   he  was  sure,  to   everyone 
to  find  that  the  expenditure  upon  edu- 
cation this  year  or  in  the  year  coming 
was  shown  by  the  Budget  to  have  in- 
creased.    The  increase  however  was  far 
from   being  sufficient  to   meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  case.    The  most  that 
could  be  said  for  it  was  that  it  was  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.     The  edu- 
cational needs  of  India  were  very  great, 
and  what  was  further,  the  desire  for  edu- 
cation was  very  great  among  the  Indian 
ryots.    One  of  the  sights  wMch  he  never 
failed  to  see  when  he  was  visiting  the 
villages  away  from  the  big  towns,  was 
the  local  village  school,  and  it  was  most 
gratifying  to  him  to  find  that,  although 
the  parents  of  the  children  were  charged 
fees   which,   considering  their   position, 
were  considerable,  yet  those  fees  were 
paid    cheerfully.    The    children    would 
go  four  or  five  miles  in  a  morning  to 
attend   school.   DAndcJ  ithere   were   some 
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cases  in  which,  the  village  schoolmaster 
out  of  his  fifteen  rupees  monthly  salary 
would  pay  the  fees  of  children  whose 
parents  were  too  poor  to  pay  them  them- 
selves, in  order  to  enable  the  children 
to  get  the  advantages  of  the  education 
afforded.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
thought  that  the  Government  would  do 
well  to  be  a  little  more  generous  in  its 
expenditure  upon  education  and  edu- 
cational requirements.  He  would  not 
enter  upon  the  question  of  the  quality 
of  the  education  given,  further  than  to 
say  that  he  agreed  in  toto  with  the  criti- 
cisms which  had  been  offered  as  to  its 
exclusively  literary  character.  That  criti- 
cism, by  the  way,  applied  to  our  own 
country  as  well  as  to  Iiidia.  Unquestion- 
ably there  was  a  greaterneedin  India  for  a 
more  all-roimd  education  than  was  at 
present  given.  One  of  the  very  pathetic 
sides  of  Lidia  was  to  be  seen  in  its  decaying 
hand  industries.  With  a  little  encourage- 
ment from  the  Government,  and  with  a 
little  stimulus  to  education  they  might 
preserve  most  of  these  hand  industries 
which  represented  a  phase  of  the  people's 
life  which  should  not  be  allowed  to  die. 
It  was  matter  to  him  for  regret  that  the 
handloom  was  being  superseded  by 
machinery.  He  had  previously  referred 
to  what  was  being  done  for  education 
in  the  State  of  Mysore,  and  the 
taunt  was  thrown  across  the  floor 
at  him  that  Mysore  owed  its  ad- 
vanced state  to  its  fifty  years  of 
tuition  under  British  rule.  As  it  hap- 
pened, the  State  of  Baroda  which  was 
never  imder  British  nde,  was  even  more 
advanced,  educationaUy,  than  was 
Mysore  itself.  In  Mysore,  free  com- 
pulsory education  had  been  promised, 
and  would  shortly  come  into  effect.  But 
in  Baroda,  not  only  was  education  free 
and  compulsory,  but  the  educational 
needs  of  the  pariah  children  were  attended 
to,  and  the  Government  in  Baroda 
set  apart  a  certain  proportion  of  its  civil 
appointments  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
children  of  pariah  parents  educated  in 
the  State  schools.  A  native  State,  able 
to  do  that,  set  an  example  which  the 
British  Government  could  well  afford 
to  follow.  Surely  if  we  held  India 
for  the  good  of  the  Indian  people  we 
should  not  be  content  to  lag  behind 
a  small  native  State.  He  was  very  in- 
terested in  the  remarks  about  famine, 


and  he  would  Uke  to  take  that  opportimity 
of  heartily  and  cordially  endorsing  what 
the  Under-Secretary  had  said  about  the 
humane  activities  and  the  practical  work 
that  was  being  done  by  Sir  John  Hewitt, 
the  Governor  of  the  United  Provinces, 
whose  work  was  of  a  kind  which  marked 
him  out  as  one  of  the  type  of  men  whom 
India  needed  to  develop  it  along  higher 
lines.  But  while  that  was  true  of  the 
United  Provinces  and  of  famine,  there 
was  still  much  requiring  to  be  done 
to  break  down  the  ravages  which  plague 
and  disease  in  its  various  forms  was 
increasingly  making.  An  alarming  fea- 
ture of  the  outbreak  of  plague  and 
cholera  in  recent  years  had  been  its  con- 
tinuity, and  its  increasing  virulence. 
He  was  delighted  to  learn  that  there  wap 
this  year  a  very  heavy  reduction  in  the 
death  rate  and  he  prayed  it  might  con- 
tinue, and  that  at  length  the  disease  had 
been  mastered.  But  the  fact  remained, 
that  for  the  last  decade  of  the  last  century 
the  average  death  rate  from  this  pre- 
ventible  cause  was  over  a  million  a 
year,  and  during  the  seven  years 
which  had  elapsed  of  the  present 
century  the  death-rate  had  averaged 
more  than  1,000,000  a  year.  That  was 
a  very  serious  state  of  affairs.  At  Poona 
he  found  the  disease  was  being  grappled 
with  because,  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  one  of  the  chief  officials  of  the  district, 
the  authorities  had  called  into  co-opera- 
tion a  native  committee  to  assbt  them 
in  dealing  with  the  plague  and  the 
remedies  for  it.  Beneficial  results  were 
accruing,  and  the  example  was  one  which 
could  be  recommended  to  other  parts 
of  India.  They  heard  much  of  the 
causes  of  the  unrest  in  India,  but  the 
real  cause,  though  there  were  others 
which  had  contributed,  had  been  the 
hope  deferred  of  the  native  Indians. 
Time  and  time  again  they  had  had 
legislation  passed  and  reforms  promised, 
and  some  reforms  the  Viceroy  or  the 
Provincial  Governor  had  done  what 
he  could  to  inaugurate.  But  over  and 
over  again  the  promise  which  had 
looked  so  fair  to  the  eye  had  been  blasted 
to  the  hope,  and  as  a  consequence  they 
had  this  gathering  volume  of  unrest  in 
India  culminating  in  those  recent  acts 
which  every  friend  of  India  must  deplore, 
connected  with  bomb  outrages.  If  the 
India  Office.  wi^l^„te^t^(5^l^  '^P* 
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proval  and  sympathetic  support  of  the 
Indian  (Government,  was  determined  to 
limit  the  excessive  official  |inter£erenoe 
with  the  natives,  to  associate  Indians 
more  and  more  with  the  administration 
of  the  country,  and  generally,  both 
legislatively  and  administratively,  to 
bring  the  people  more  into  touch  with 
Indian  afEairs,  unquestionably  the  dawn 
of  a  new  and  brighter  era  was  about  to 
break  in  that  distracted  country.  The 
mover  of  the  Motion  had  played  the 
part  of  a  Mahatma  in  professing  to  know 
the  future,  and  had  expressed  approval 
of  reforms  which  had  not  yet  been 
formulated.  In  so  far  as  they  had  been 
formulated  they  were  not  of  a  kind 
which  either  the  Liberal  or  the  Labour 
side  of  the  House  could  by  any  possibility 
accept  with  satisfaction.  They  were 
in  most  respects  quite  reactionary. 

He  hoped  he  would  be  in  order  in  referring 
to  a  personal  matter.  The  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  Motion  was  good  enough 
to  refer  to  him  and  others  in  a  way  that 
had  been  common  since  his  visit  to  India 
by  persons  in  more  or  less  official  and 
high  positions.  He  was  not  the  only  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  had  assumed  that 
certain  things  alleged  to  have  been 
said  by  himself  were  necessarily  correct 
because  they  had  appeared  in  the  Press. 
On  two  separate  occasions  Lord  Cromer 
in  another  place  had  referred  to  state- 
ments attributed  to  him,  and  Lord 
Curzon  had  seemed  on  a  recent  occasion 
to  be  referring  to  the  same  thing.  A 
good  deal  of  sympathy  had  been  expended 
on  those  Indian  officials  who  were  likely 
to  be  misrepresented  and  abused  with- 
out cause  by  the  native  Press  and  by 
wandering  agitators  in  India.  More 
harm,  however,  was  done  to  the  cause 
of  British  rule  in  India  by  the  unsym- 
pathetic, cavilling  spirit  represented  in 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  this  Motion,  and  by  the  regime 
of  Lord  Curzon,  than  by  all  the  seditious 
writings  and  all  the  native  Press  put 
together.  Calcutta  one  morning  was 
astonished  to  find  that  he  had  been 
preaching  sedition  in  India  and  libelling 
the  Anglo-Indian  officials.  Calcutta 
itself  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  until 
the  news  was  telegraphed  out  from 
London  neither  the  officials  in  Calcutta 
nor  the  able  journalists  who  conducted 
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the  Anglo-Indian  Press  were  aware  of 
what  he  was  supposed  to  have  been 
doing.  What  was  the  statement  which 
appeared  to  set  the  heather  on  fire,  not 
only  in  Great  Britain,  but  as  he  sub- 
sequently discovered,  all  round  the 
British  Empire  ?  The  Times  in  a  lead- 
ing article  on  October  2nd,  1907,  stated 
that— 

*'  The  Bengali  newspapers  assert  that  he  has 
declared  the  condition  of  Eastern  Bengal  to  be 
worse  than  that  of  Russia,  and  that  the  atro- 
cities  which  officials  commit  there  woul  cansed 
more  horror  in  this  country,  were  they  linown, 
than  the  Turkish  outrages  in  Armenia." 

The  Pressman  who  sent  the  cable  home 
was  challenged  on  the  spot  by  five  of 
his  brother  journalists,  all  Englishmen, 
and  two  of  them  English  Conservatives, 
to  produce  his  authority  for  the  state- 
ment. He  was  unable  to  do  so.  The 
statement  was  a  pure  concoction.  The 
man  who  made  it  had  such  a  reputation 
for  misleading  the  public  at  home  con- 
cerning affairs  in  India  that  several  of 
his  brother  journalists  in  Calcutta,  prior 
to  this  incident,  sent  a  warning  note  to 
the  editors  of  papers  here  to  be  on  their 
guard  against  statements  emanating 
from  him.  One  or  two  of  the  news- 
papers had  the  decency  and  the  good 
taste  to  apologise  for  having  assumed 
the  statement  to  be  true.  But  despite 
that,  although  every  schoolboy  who 
took  an  interest  in  politics  was  aware 
that  the  statement  was  a  fabrication, 
hon.  Members  of  that  House,  and  still 
more  remarkable  numbers  in  another 
place,  were  not  above  accepting  the  unsup  - 
ported  testimony  of  this  one  discredited 
journalist  and  placing  it  against  all  the 
responsible  authorities  and  journalists 
in  Calcutta  and  other  parts  of  India. 
He  was  prepared  to  abide  by  what  the 
Viceroy  said  in  regard  to  his  general 
conduct.  He  was  hot  troubled  about  a 
personal  matter  concerning  his  own 
reputation,  but  when  his  alleged  8a3dngs 
were  used  to  prejudice  people  at  home 
against  the  people  of  India  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  the  truth  known. 

There  was  one  aspect  of  the  revenue 
which  was  to  him  a  matter  of  great 
satisfaction  and  that  was  the  decrease 
in  the  revenue  from  opiimi.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  a  danger  that  the 
prohibition  of  the  use  of  opium  might 
encourage  the  U8ep.o|^j^htL.^^I^  » 
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more  dangerous  charaoter.    At  Singapore 
lie  visited  an  opium  den,  and  he  saw  sub- 
sequently morphia  victims  who  were  liter- 
ally covered  with  sores  from  head  to  foot, 
and  this  was  a  far  more  pitiable  spectacle 
than  that  which  was  presented  by  the 
users  of  opium.     Therefore,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  should^be  on  their  guard 
to  see  that  in  suppressing  the  one  evil 
they  did  not  create  even  ajgreater  one. 
Another  point  he  wished  to  refer  to  was 
the  increase  in  the  revenue,  from  the 
sale    of   liquor.    During    the  I  past    ten 
years  the  increase  had  been  £6,000,000, 
and  that  increase  appeared  to  be  still  going 
on.    It  had  been  said  that  this  was  a 
proof  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Indian 
people,  but  he  would  like  a  little  further 
explanation  on  that  point.    As  a  rule 
people  did  not  drink  to  excess  when  they 
were    comfortably    off    and    well-to-do. 
It  was  when  they  were  miserable  that 
they  tried  to   drown   their  sorrows  in 
liquor,  and  it  would  be  found  that  those 
villages  of  India  where  the  local  toddy 
shops    carried    on   the   most   successful 
trade    in    liquor   were   those   in    which 
poverty   and   destitution   were   without 
parallel  in  any  part  of  the  world.    He 
would  quote  to  the  House  some  figures 
which  had  been  supplied  to   him  by  a 
gentleman,  Rev.  Herbert  Anderson,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  which 
waited  upon  him  in  Calcutta,  and  who  was 
the  president  of  the  temperance  associa- 
tion   there.     These    figures    dealt*  with 
Bengal    exclusively,    and    they    showed 
that  the  revenue  irom  the  sale  of  spirits 
and   liquors   for  the   year   1905-6 ,  was 
£1,100,000,  and  that  was  an  increase  of 
£73,000  over  the  preceding  year.     The 
last    published    accounts    for   the    year 
1906-7  showed  an   increase   in   the   sale 
of  liquor  of  over  £48,000.     That  state 
of  things  in  a  nation  where  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  was  condemned  by 
all  forms  of  religion  was  very  serious. 
He   agreed   with   the   suggestion^  made 
by   Mr.    Anderson    that    one   necessary 
step  to  take  to  have  this  evil^kept  in 
check  was  to  separate  the  revenue  from 
the  licensing  function.    At  the  present 
time  they  were  both  in  one  Department, 
and,    without    maligning    anyone,     he 
thought  he  might  say  that  it  naturally 
followed  that^  the  revenue   officer  was 
Ukely  to  be  more   active  in   extorting 
revenue  than  in  acting  as  a  temperance 


reformer  anxious  to  keep  down  drunken- 
ness.   He    thought    the    separation    of 
those  two  departments  would  go  a  long 
way    towards    removing    the    pressure 
which  was  brought  to  bear  in  various 
ways  to   increase  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
India  in  order  to  increase  the  revenue. 
That  was  a  matter  which  demanded  the 
serious    attention    of    the    Government 
both  in  this  country  and  in  India  and 
one  which  he  hoped  would  not  be  over- 
looked.   Now  he  came  to  the  reforms 
which  were  in  process  of  being  elaborated. 
The  need  for  reforms  in  India  was  a 
question  which  was  no  longer  in  dispute. 
Those  who  had  followed  the  debate  in 
another  place  would  see  that  their  Lord- 
ships   were    practically    unanimous    in 
saying  that  reforms  of  some  kind  were 
imperatively  needed  in  India.    Perhaps 
he  might  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  what  he  considered  was  a  very 
important    cause    of    the    imrest    pre- 
vailing  in    India ;    he   referred   to   the 
partition  of  Bengal.    It  was  admitted 
that  much  of  that  unrest  was  due  to  the 
way  in  which  the  partition  was  brought 
about,   and  in   this  connection   he  re- 
marked that  not  the  least  interesting 
incident  in  the  recent  debate  in  another 
place  was  the  way  in  which  everybody 
tried   to    evade    responsibility    for   the 
partition.    Lord  Curzon  quoted  a  tele- 
gram  showing   how   the   partition   was 
forced  upon  him  by  the  India  Office,  and 
the-  representative  of  the  India   Office 
replied  that  Lord  Curzon  insisted  upon  it, 
and  the  India  Office  agreed  to  it  in  order 
to  humour  him.     The  point  he  wished 
to   make   was   that    some   reform   was 
necessary  in  connection  with  the  partition 
of    Bengal.    The    particular    form    of 
partition  which  had  been  made  was  not 
only  opposed  by  the  Hindoo  population 
of  Bengal  but  also  from  its  inception  by 
the  Mahomedan  population  and  by  the 
civil    authorities    from    the    Governor 
downwards.    Surely  there  was  at  least  a 
case  for  inquiry  here.    The  present  parti- 
tion, geographically  and  otherwise,  was 
not  the  best,  and  as  to  this  point  there 
was  no  dispute.    The  only  justification 
put  forward  for  it  was  that  it  gave  to  the 
Mahomedan  #  population    a    sphere     of 
influence  in   Eastern   Bengal,  that  the 
Mahomedan    people    were    now    in    a 
majority  under  the  partition,  and  that 
to  interfere  with  ctjw^ee^sting  partitioA 
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miglit  take  away  from  them  that 
majority.  But  surely  the  QovemAient 
of  India  was  not  to  be  driven  to  the 
necessity  of  offending  the  H'ndu  popula- 
tion in  order  to  maintain  the 
Mahomedans  in  a  majority.  He  would 
appeal  with  all  the  power  at  his 
command  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  not  to  consider  this  question 
a  closed  book.  If  partition  was  an 
accomplished  fact,  at  least  they  should 
see  to  it  that  the  boundaries  were 
80  adjusted  as  not  to  give  unnecessary 
cause  of  offence  to  a  great  number  of 
loyal  and  law-abiding  people.  In  regard 
to  the  reforms  themselves,  he  had  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  no  matter  what 
was  done  for  India  there  could  be  no  real 
pacification,  no  allaying  of  discontent, 
no  breaking  down  of  the  barrier  rising 
between  European  and  Asiatic,  until  the 
people  of  India  had  some  effective  form 
of  self-government.  In  the  Civil  depart- 
ments the  more  highly  paid  positions  were 
practically  closed  against  the  natives. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Montgomery  had  said 
that  in  Bengal  there  was  no  position 
which  could  not  be  held  by  a  native. 

♦Mr.  REES:  I  said  which  had  not 
been  held  and  could  not  be  held  agaia. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  there  was 
not  a  single  native  employed  in  the 
salt  department  with  a  salary  over 
800  rupees  a  month.  The  higher  posi- 
tions were  all  reserved  for  Europeans. 
In  the  Customs  Department  the  line 
was  drawn  at  700  rupees. 

Mr.  REES  indicated  dissent. 


♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  the  figures 
he  was  quoting  were  given  by  a 
native  member  of  the  Viceroy's 
Council  in  the  Budget  debate  in 
1905.  That  speech  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  the  Viceroy  himself  and 
his  officials,  and  as  far  as  he  could 
ascertain  no  one  had  controverted  it. 
In  the  Public  Works  Department  it 
was  1,200  rupees.  The  natives  of  India 
were  barred  from  these  higher  positions. 
Formerly  the  natives  came  here  and 
sat  for  examination  with  the  view  to 
obtaining  these  positions,  but  the  number 
rppointed  was  so  very  small  that  they 
liO    longer    troubled    to    come.    They 
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asked   that   simultaneous   examinations 
should  be  held  in  India  and  in  England. 
There  was  one  reform  which  he  would 
suggest  as  thoroughly  practicable,  and 
he  thought  it  was  one  with  which  most 
members    would    be   inclined   to    sym- 
pathise.   There  were  two  branches  of 
the    Civil    Service   in    India— the   Pro- 
vincial and   the    Imperial.    The   lower 
paid  positions  belonged  to  the  former 
and  the  higher  paid  to  the  latter.    Surely 
it  would  be  possible  to  adopt  a  system 
whereby  the   Provincial   Civil   servants 
might,  after  a  certain  number  of  years 
service,    and    after    proving    that    they 
were  qualified,  rise  to  the  higher  service. 
That  would  give  young  men  who  were 
capable  administrators  something  to  look 
forward    to.    At    present    they    knew 
that  once  they  had  entered  the  Pro- 
vincial service,  the  higher  service  was 
closed   to   them   for   all   time   coming. 
That  was  a  question  which  might  be 
considered    by    the    India    Office.    In 
regard  to  the  legislative  department,  he 
suggested   that   the    whole    system   by 
which  members  were  appointed  to  the 
various    councils    should    be    reformed. 
The    Under-Secretary    had    referred    to 
the  growing  cost  to  the  people  of  official 
charges.     It    was    a    well-known    fact 
that  the  Law  Courts  were  becoming  one 
of    the    most    grievous    burdens    with 
which  the  people  of  India  were  afflicted. 
He   was   casting   no   reflection   on   the 
Courts;     he  was  stating  a  fact  which 
everybody  knew  in   India.     The  habit 
of  going  to  law  had  become  so  prevalent, 
and   the   law's   delays   so   costly,    that 
the  obtaining  of  justice  in  India  had 
become  a  serious  matter.    Under  the  old 
condition  of  things  each  village  had  ite 
own  council.    These  councils  still  existed 
in  some  villages.    He  suggested  a  restora- 
tion of  the  old  village  council,  that  it 
should    be    popularly    elected    and    en- 
trusted with  certain  well-defined  powers 
in  the  trial  of  civil  cases  up  to  a  certain 
amount  in  small  petty  disputes.    These 
councils  should  also  have  the  control  of 
the  village  school  of  irrigation,  grazing 
lands,  and  woods  and  forests  within  their 
borders.    The  charges  for  woods,  grazing 
lands,   fishing  licences,   and  this,   that, 
and  the  other  charge,  did  not  exist  until 
a  few  years  ago.    These  charges  were 
grievous  in  themselves,  but  it  sometimes 
happened  that  a  piece  of  land  which  had 
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been  from  time  immemorial  grazing  land 
was  suddenly  declared  to  be  forest  land 
by  the  Imperial  Government,  and  people 
whose  cattle  strayed  on  the  land  were 
fined  for  trespass.  If  these  lands  were 
placed  under  the  village  comicil  the  people 
would  have  a  real  interest  in  the  adminl- 
sfcration  of  their  own  afEaiis.  He  had 
been  blamed  for  saying,  but  he  repeated 
here,  that  the  ryots  of  India  in  intelligence 
and  in  capacity  for  looking  after  their 
own  affairs  would  compare  favourably 
with  our  agricultural  population  at 
home.  They  bad  no  book  learning, 
they  did  not  know  much  about  Western 
science,  but  in  all  that  affected  themselves 
they  had  a  shrewd  practical  knowledge 
which  reminded  him  of  the  Scottish 
fanner  at  his  best.  They  coidd  be  quite 
safely  trusted  with  those  things.  From 
those  village  councils  they  could  elect 
district  councils,  and  the  districts  councils 
in  turn  could  elect  the  provincial  councils. 
In  this  way  the  whole  superstructure  of 
Indian  administration  would  rest  upon 
popular  election,  and  the  people  would 
be  given  a  real  control  over  their  affairs. 
At  present  the  provincial  councils  were 
practically  passive,  they  had  no  power 
to  move  amendments  on  the  Budget. 
Provided  that  enlarged  powers  were 
given  to  the  provincial  councils,  the  young 
men  of  India  who  were  imbibing  our 
Western  ideas  would  have  an  outlet  for 
their  energies  and  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  their  ability  which  would  keep  them  out 
of  the  way  of  wandering  agitators  and 
other  pestilent  and  pestiferous  persons. 

*Mr.  BEES  asked  what  the  hon.  Member 
would  do  in  the  event  of  the  (Government 
being  defeated  in  a  provincial  council. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  he  was  not 

Eroposing  that  the  Government  should 
e  left  in  a  minority  on  the  provincial 
councils.  He  would  be  prepared  to  give 
the  Government  a  small  majority, 
though  there  should  be  freedom  in  the 
council  to  move  amendments  on  the 
Budget  and  to  deal  with  other  questions. 
It  was  on  these  lines  that  he  ventured 
to  hope  that  the  reforms,  when  they  came 
to  be  hammered  out,  would  take  shape. 
It  had  been  said  that  owing  to  the 
diversity  of  castes  and  creeds  they  could 
not  have  popular  elections.  He  denied 
that  statement.    At  the  present  time  in 
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Bengal  three-fourths  of  the  members  of 
the  local  council  were  elected  by  popular 
vote*  In  Bombay  one-half  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  in  Madras  the  whole  of  the 
members,  were  nominated.  In  all  the 
big  cities  and  tovms  of  India  there  were 
popularly  -  elected    town   councils. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  Of  lawyers. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  that  that 
did  not  matter  ;  they  were  elected  by  a 
popular  vote.  If  the  hon.  Member  was 
going  to  say  that  lawyers  were  not  fit  to 
represent  the  common  people,  there  was 
some  reforming  to  be  done  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  could  quote  a  number  of 
cases  to  show  that  people  of  different  castes 
and  creeds  could  unite  at  elections  to 
secure  the  return  of  certain  members.  He 
would  give  one  illustration.  The  city  of 
Benares  was  the  holy  city  of  the  Hindus, 
and  the  facts  he  was  about  to  state  were 
made  on  the  authority  of  the  town  clerk, 
who  was  himself  a  native  Christian.  In 
that  city  there  was  not  a  single  ward  in 
which  the  Mahomedans  had  a  majority 
of  electors.  There  were  nineteen  mem- 
bers elected  by  popular  vote  to  serve  on 
the  council.  Of  that  number  twelve 
were  Hindus  and  seven  were  Mahom- 
edans. The  same  thing  was  found  all 
over  the  country.  In  Madras  a  provincial 
member  was  being  elected  when  he  was 
there.  Madras  was  a  Hindu  province, 
83  per  cent,  of  its  people  being  Hindus 
The  Hindu  organisation  brought  forward 
a  Mahomedan  gentleman  who  was  sub- 
sequently elected  to  represent  them. 
The  talk  about  caste  and  creed  was 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  if  it  was  desired 
to  break  down  caste  prejudices  the  best 
method  was  to  give  the  people  some  form 
of  popular  representation  in  regard  to 
which  they  would  be  compelled  to  work 
together  for  the  common  good.  The 
present  moment  was  doubly  serious  for 
this  country  in  connection  with  India 
from  every  point  of  view.  It  was  not 
merely  that  unrest  was  growing  in  India ; 
unrest  was  growing  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  East.  There  was  trouble  in  Turkey 
and  Persia,  there  was  the  great  awakening 
in  Japan,  and  there  was  the  develop- 
ment taking  place  in  China.  India,  after 
all,  had  more  affinity  with  the  East  than 
with  the  West,  despite  150  years  of 
European  occupation.  The  Hindus  and 
Mcdiomedans    with    whom  he   came  in 
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contact  Were  kindly  well-intentioned 
people.  The  Hindus  in  particular 
were  very  much  maligned,  but  if  they 
had  one  fault  greater  than  another 
it  was  their  submissive  loyalty. 
Those  natives  who  were  kindly  affectioned, 
well-meaning,  responsive  to  sympathy, 
having  no  higher  ambition  in  life  than 
to  live  loyal  under  the  British  Flag,  were 
being  treated  as  pariahs.  We  had  respon- 
sibilities not  only  to  the  people  of 
India,  but  also  in  the  face  pf  Europe  ; 
for  if  unrest  was  spread  throughout  India 
a  conflagration  might  one  day  break  out 
in  China,  Japan,  and  even  nearer  home, 
which  would  set  India  ablaze  and  bum  up 
the  last  vestige  of  British  rule.  The  people 
there  would  be  loyal  if  they  felt  that 
their  grievances  were  being  acknowledged 
and  redressed ;  but  repression  of  legiti- 
mate reforms  and  a  denial  or  postpone- 
ment of  what  they  had  been  led  by  pro- 
clamations by  the  Crown,  by  the  promises 
of  Ministers,  and  by  speeches  in  their  midst 
to  believe  were  their  rights  as  British 
subjects,  would  produce  that  feeling  of 
hopeless  despair  which  bred  discontent 
and  disloyalty  and  menaced  the  unity  of 
the  Indian  Empire. 

Mr.  MACCAW  (Down,  W.)  said  that, 
as  one  who  had  spent  some  years  in  India, 
he  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  this 
debate.  In  the  first  place  he  desired  to 
record,  in  common  with  previous  speakers, 
and  indeed  with  all  who  had  any  interest 
in  the  greatest  of  all  our  Dependencies, 
how  mu«)h  he  deplored  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  certain  parts  of  that 
country,  and  the  attitude  of  a  certain, 
though  he  would  fain  believe  only  a  small 
portion,  of  our  native  fellow-subjects. 
The  feeling  of  unrest  which  undoubtedly 
existed  had  arisen  from  various  causes, 
for  most  of  which  we,  as  the  ruling  race, 
could  not  be  held  accoimtable  ;  but  there 
were  others  which  he  thought  were  the 
direct  and  logical  outcome  of  our  own 
deliberate  acts.  He  might  take  the  ques- 
tion of  education,  for  instance,  which  was 
now  imder  discussion.  When  we  decided, 
many  years  ago  now,  to  establish  a 
system  of  higher  education  in  India,  he 
wondered  if  it  ever  entered  into  the  minds 
of  those  responsible  what,  as  time  went 
on,  was  likely  to  be  the  result  of  their 
action.  He  did  not  think  that  even  the 
most  far-seeing  amongst  them  could  have 
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anticipated  the  situation  which  now 
existed,  and  which  was  growing  more 
acute  day  by  day.  The  result  of  that 
system  was  that  all  the  large  towns  of 
India  were  flooded  with  young  men, 
educated  up  to  a  certain  standard,  by  an 
education  which  had  the  effect  of  con- 
firming them  in  their  belief,  though  no 
doubt  xmintentionally  so,  that  manual 
labour  was  degrading,  and  which  quite 
unfitted  them  for  earning  their  liveli- 
hood by  the  means  which  their 
fathers  and  forefathers  adopted, 
with  the  consequence  that  their  ambi- 
tions and  thoughts  were  wholly  turned, 
either  towards  the  learned  professions 
or  to  Government  employment.  The 
opportunities  in  both  these  walks  in  life 
were  of  necessity  limited,  with  the  result 
that  numbers  of  educated  and  to 
same  extent  qualified  men  wer^  thrown 
on  the  world  without  occupation  of  any 
kind,  a  sure  hotbed  of  trouble  in  any 
country.  The  list  was  being  added  to 
year  by  year,  and  the  position  was  un- 
doubtedly becoming  a  somewhat  serious 
one  in  tlus  respect.  Naturally  these  idle 
tnen  became  more  or  less  discontented 
with  their  lot,  and  he  was  afraid  in  many 
cases  harboured  resentment  against  those 
who,  quite  imintentionally,  had  placed 
them  in  the  anomalous  position  which  they 
occupied.  What  was  to  be  the  remedy 
for  this  state  of  affairs,  it  was  somewhat 
difficult  to  formulate.  The  suggestion 
had  been  put  forward  that  the 
opportunities  for  University  education 
should  be  very  materially  curtailed, 
but  he  did  not  believe  that  that  idea 
would  commend  itself  to  many  thinking 
men  of  the  present  day.  One  of  the 
most  important  of  our  many  duties  in 
India  was  to  see  that  our  fellow -subjects 
there  had  placed  at  their  disposal 
freely  and  lavishly  all  that  Western 
knowledge  could  impart,  and  he  trusted 
that  this  would  be  recognised  so  long, 
as  England  remained  the  paramount 
power  in  the  government  of  that  country. 
He  had  no  claims  beyond  those  of  an 
ordinary  observer  to  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  but  he  thought  the 
general  consensus  of  opinion  appeared  to 
be  that  our  whole  system  there  had  been, 
and  still  was,  far  too  much  of  a  literary, 
as  opposed  to  a  practical  character,  and 
in  this  direction  he  thought  most  people 
were  agreed  a  great  change  waa  mouired. 
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Teclinical  instruction  must  receive  much 
greater  attention  than  had  been  the  case 
in  the  past.  In  improved  methods  of 
agriculture  alone  a  vast  field  lay  opien  to 
the  educated  Indian,  and  there  were  few 
crops  now  being  produced  which  could 
not  be  doubled  and  trebled  in  quantity 
and  value,  were  recognised  systems  of 
scientific  cultivation  to  be  applied.  In 
this  work,  occupations  might  be  found 
for  thousands  of  young  men  who,  under 
the  present  system  of  education,  had  no 
career  open  to  them  beyond  a  struggle 
for  existence  in  the  overcrowded  sphere  of 
Government  employment.  With  the  as- 
pirations of  educated  Indians  to  the 
fullest  share  possible  in  the  Government 
of  their  country,  he  had  nothing  but  the 
warmest  sympathy,  but  even  the  most 
sympathetic  mind  must  see  beyond 
question  that  there  were  limits  in  this 
direction.  So  long  as  England  remained 
responsible  to  India  as  a  whole  for  the 
great  trust  which  she  had  undertaken, 
the  supreme  control  of  affairs  must 
remain  vested  in  men  of  English  race. 
The  vast  interests  committed  to  her  care 
were  so  complex  and  so  varied,  and  at 
times  so  conflicting,  in  their  character, 
that  none  but  most  impartial  adminis- 
trators could  be  considered  as  qualified 
to  do  them  proper  justice.  This  con- 
sideration alone,  even  if  there  were  no 
others,  which  he  was  far  from  saying, 
must  effectively  dominate  the  situa- 
tion for  very  many  years  to  come. 
At  the  same  time  there  was,  he  thought, 
a  strong  desire  on  all  sides  amongst 
Europeans  in  India,  that  capable  natives 
should  be  associated  as  much  as  possible 
with  the  (Jovemment  of  that  country. 
A  great  deal  had  already  been  done  in 
this  directicm,  but  it  was  generally 
recognised  that  the  time  had  come  when 
a'^fmrther  step  forward  might  be  taken, 
and  the  Government  scheme  which  was 
at 'present  under  consideration  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  Imperial  and  Fro- 
vinci^  Councils  was  awaited  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  expectation, 
although  it  was  felt  than  any  advances 
of  this  nature  must  be  gradual  and  in 
no  sense  revolutionary.  He  thought 
it  was  incumbent  on  all  Members  of  the 
House  to  refrain  from  saying  ^one  word 
which  might  have  the  effect  i  of  aggra- 
vating the  condition  of  affairs^out  there 
at  the  present  moment,  a  position  full 


of  the  gravest  anxiety,  but  he  was  only 
stating  what  was  common  knowledge 
when  he  said  that  all  well-wishers  of 
India,  both  native  and  European,  would 
join  in  condemning  in  the  strongest 
possible  manner  the  spirit  of  disorder 
which  had  been  manifesting  itself  in 
certain  quarters  during  the  past  twelve 
or  eighteen  months,  culminating  in  the 
dastwUy  outrages  which  had  been  per- 
petrated quite  recently.  There  could, 
he  thought,  be  no  two  opinions  worthy 
the  attention  of  any  right-minded  man, 
as  to  the  imperative  course  open  to  any 
Government  when  called  upon  to  deal 
with  a  state  of  affairs  such  as  had  been 
shown  to  exist.  Law  and  order  must 
be  maintained  at  all  hazards  and  at  all 
risks,  and  whether  the  offences  were 
incitement  to  disorder,  or  disorder  itself, 
the  punishment  must  be  equally  swift  and 
sure.  The  two  measures  recently  passed 
by  the  Government  of  India  for  the 
suppression  of  bomb  manufactures,  and 
the  more  effective  control  of  the  Press, 
had  not  been  placed  on  the  Statute- 
book  one  moment  too  soon;  indeed, 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  amongst 
many  well  qualified  to  judge  that  the 
latter  measure  had  been  far  too  long 
delayed,  and  that  if  the  incitements  to 
outrage  and  other  evils  which  existed 
had  been  dealt  with  strongly  in  their 
earlier  stages,  they  would  long  ere  this 
have  been  effectually  stamped  out. 
Liberty  was  not  licenoe,  and  both  the 
liberty  of  the  Press  and  the  liberty  of 
the  subject  were  seriously  impenlled 
when  anarchy  wa»  permitted  to  spread 
rampant  throughout  the  land.  He  re- 
joiced to  see  that  many  of  the  well- 
known  and  leading  native  gentlemen 
had  spoken  out  with  no  uncertain  sound 
on  tins  question,  and  were  giving  the 
Government  their  full  support.  One 
of  the  great  dangers  to  be  apprehended, 
if  the  lawlessness  which  at  present 
existed  were  not  put  down  with  a  strong 
hand,  was  the  effect  it  would  have  on  the 
trade  and  internal  development  of  the 
country.  In  commercial  circles  in  Lon- 
don the  difficulty  of  raising  capital  for 
investment  in  Indian  industrial  enter- 
prises had  long  been  recognised.  This, 
he  thought,  had  its  origin  in  the  times 
when  the  flunctuations  in  rates  of  ex- 
change between  India  and  England 
were  violent  and  extreme,  and  men  who 


187 


East  India 


{COMMONS} 


Revenue  Accounts, 


188 


sent  money  out  to  India  could  form  no 
accurate  idea  as  to  what  rate  it  would 
be  returned.  Thanks  to  the  wise  measures 
taken  by  the  Government  of  India, 
some  few  years  ago,  a  much  more  stable 
condition  of  exchange  had  of  late  been 
established,  though  the  effects  of  the  old 
feeling  of  insecurity  had  not  yet  entirely 
passed  away  in  some  financial  quarters. 
Another  cause  which  had  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  keep  British  capital 
from  flowing  towards  India,  was  the 
very  unsympathetic  attitude  adopted 
by  the  Government  of  India  towards 
all  commercial  imdertakings.  The  long 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
in  answering  correspondence,  and  the 
mass  of  red  tape  formalities  which  had 
to  be  gone  through,  before  any  per- 
mission could  be  obtained  to  do  anything 
towards  opening  up  the  coimtry,  so 
disgusted  the  enterprising  capitalist  that 
he  entirely  refused  to  have  anjrthing 
to  do  with  the  place,  and  became  willing 
to  lend  his  money  for  investment  in 
any  part  of  the  globe  rather  than  India. 
The  fact  was  that  up  till  quite  recently 
there  was  no  one  connected  with  the 
Indian  Government  who  had  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  commercial  matters,  and 
merchants  were  in  a  sense  tolerated 
rather  than  encouraged.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  commercial  member  of  the 
Viceroy's  Executive  Council,  initiated 
a  year  or  two  ago  by  Lord  Curzon, 
was  decidedly  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
as  indicating  that  the  Government  of 
India  were  abandoning  their  former 
position  of  aloofness,  and  that  they 
now  recognised  the  responsibility  which 
was  on  them  to  foster  trade  in  every 
possible  manner.  It  was  to  be  hoped 
that  some  arrangement  would  be  come 
to  by  which  frequent  changes  in  the 
holding  of  this  office  would  be  avoided, 
so  that  the  member  might  always  be 
well  in  touch  with  all  the  commercial 
requirements  of  the  country.  This  im- 
provement in  the  attitude  of  the  Indian 
Government  towards  trade  generally 
must,  if  continued,  have  ere  long  a 
good  effect  on  the  minds  of  British 
capitalists,  but  he  would  like  to  utter 
and  emphasise  a  warning  that  if  the 
idea  was  allowed  to  get  abroad  that 
law  and  order  and  security  of  property 
were  not  being  rigorously  maintained, 
the  better  financial  feeling  which  was 
Mr.  MacCaw. 


being  gradually  built  up  would  rapidly 
be  swept  away,  and  the  development 
of  India  retarded  for  years  to  come. 
One  of  the  most  important  of  all  the 
matters  engaging  the  attention  at  the 
present  time  of  those  interested  in  India 
was  the  question  of  railways.  It  was 
one  which  affected  the  whole  country 
and  everyone  living  in  the  country. 
Rapid  and  cheap  means  of  transport 
were  a  necessity  in  any  country,  and 
more  particularly  so  in  a  vast  area  like 
India,  where  distances  were  so  great 
and  where  the  material  transported 
was  for  the  most  part  of  small  value, 
compared  to  its  bulk.  The  pressing 
need  at  the  moment  was  not  so  much 
the  opening  out  of  new  lines,  though 
this  was,  of  course,  a  matter  that  must 
be  steadily  pursued,  but  the  proper 
equipment  of  lines  which  already  existed. 
For  years  past  the  outcry  had  been 
great  against  the  immense  dislocation 
of  trade  which  occurred  season  after 
season,  in  consequence  of  the  shortness 
of  rolling  stock  available  for  moving 
the  produce  of  the  country.  To  his 
own  knowledge  the  coal  trade  of  Bengal, 
which  had  come  rapidly  to  the  front 
of  late  years,  and  which  was  capable 
of  infinite  expansion  if  properly 
encouraged,  was  being  most  seriously 
retarded  by  the  want  of  waggons  to 
transport  the  coal  from  the  mines  in 
the  interior  to  the  places  of  consumption 
or  ports  of  shipment.  Continual  protests 
were  being  made  in  the  Viceroy's  Council, 
at  meetings  of  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
and  by  private  representation,  but  all 
with  no  effect,  and  the  state  of  affairs 
at  the  moment  was  as  bad  as,  if  not  worse 
than,  it  had  ever  been.  The  general 
system  of  management  seemed  to  be 
at  fault.  He  did  not  mean  the  indi- 
vidual management  of  the  lines  them- 
selves, for  in  most  cases  this  seemed  to 
be  quite  efficient,  those  in  charge  being 
a  really  capable  and  hard  working 
body  of  nken,  but  the  general  system 
of  control,  which  was  exercised  by  the 
Government  itself,  seriously  needed  re- 
vision. A  few  years  ago,  in  consequence 
of  severe  criticism,  a  railway  board, 
composed  of  experts,  was  established 
at  headquarters  and  great  things  were 
at  first  expected  of  it,  but  greater  still 
had  been  the  disappointment.  The  true 
explanation   he   believed    was   that    it 
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had  never  had  any  real  power,  and 
those  composing  the  board  had  always 
been  kept  too  much  in  a  subordinate 
position.  The  magnitude  of  the  interest 
in  railways  was  such  as  to  warrant  its 
being  made  into  a  separate  Department 
of  Government,  with  a  free  hiand  and 
a  seat  on  the  Viceroy's  Executive  Council 
being  given  to  the  chairman  of  the 
board.  If  this  were  done  and  full 
provision  made  in  each  year's  Budget 
for  railway  requirements,  there  would 
then  be  sonte  probability  of  the  urgent 
needs  of  the  mercantile  community 
and  of  the  country  receiving  that  satis- 
faction which  had  been  so  long  denied 
to  them.  This  was  a  matter  which 
he  desired  to  bring  most  strongly  to 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
But  all  the  arrangements  which  the 
skill  of  man  could  devise  were  of  little 
value  to  India,  unless  backed  up  by 
&vourable  clinobatic  conditions.  The  one 
great  requisite  essential  to  make  the 
land  prosperous,  and  the  bulk  of  its 
people  happy  and  contented  was  a 
plentiful  supply  of  rain,  properly  dis- 
tributed, and  falling  in  its  appointed 
season.  This  was  all  that  was  really 
necessary  to  secure  a  bountiful  harvest, 
and  with  a  full  yield  of  food  crops  the 
country  could  never  be  considered  as 
poor.  He  rejoiced  to  see  that  so  far 
this  season  the  progress  of  the  monsoon 
had  been  satisfactory,  and  he  trusted 
that  its  continuance  would  soon  drive 
from  the  land  that  gaunt  spectre  of 
famine  which  had  been  tiieatening 
some  parts  of  the  country  for  so  many 
months  past.  With  a  plentiful  supply 
of  food,  and  freedom  from  tummoil 
and  unrest,  the  future  of  India  could 
only  be  considered  as  full  of  hope  and 
promise. 

•Sir  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Den- 
bighshire, W.)  said  he  had  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  shown  his  knowledge  of  the 
wants  of  India,  and  also  his  sympathy 
with  the  legitimate  aspirations  of  the 
people  there.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Merthyr  had  referred  to  the  alarming 
increase  of  revenue  derived  from  the 
consumption  of  liquor  in  India.  That 
subject  had  been  noticed  by  those  in- 
terested in  India  for  many  years.  A 
deputation  of  Members  of  Parliament 


and  others  interested  in  the  subjec: 
waited  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  in  August  last,  and  the  Memo- 
randum had  been  forwarded  to  the  Indian 
Government  on  the  subject.  He  hoped 
the  answer  of  the  Indian  Government 
would  soon  arrive  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  prepared  to  lay  it  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House.  Everybody 
would  recognise  that  the  discussions 
on  Indian  affairs  were  far  too  limited 
in  the  House,  but  until  some  scheme  of 
devolution  of  the  business  of  the  House 
was  brought  into  operation  he  was  afraid 
more  time  would  not  be  able  to  be  given  to 
them.  It  was  a  gratifying  sign  that 
more  interest  was  taken  in  the  House 
in  Indian  matters  than  used  to  be  the 
case.  In  certain  quarters  it  was  thought 
that  the  discussion  of  Indian  affairs  in 
the  House  of  Commons  was  injurious 
to  the  Government  of  India,  but  so 
long  as  we  lived  under  a  democratic 
form  of  Government  it  was  inevitable 
that  the  House  of  Commons  should  take 
interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  India. 
In  his  opinion  nothing  but  good  could 
come  from  discussions  conducted  in  the 
spirit  in  which  the  debate  that  day  had 
been  carried  on  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs. 
The  House  of  Commons  had  shown  a  true 
instinct  in  relation  to  the  critical  state 
of  affairs  in  India  in  the  various  matters 
that  had  been  brought  before  it  in  the 
debate.  He  would  like  to  join  hon. 
Members,  especially  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rushcliffe,  in  the  expression 
of  their  sense  of  admiration  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
had  in  face  of  enormous  difficulties  pur- 
sued his  way  in  Indian  affairs.  The 
noble  Lord  had  moved  forward  neces- 
sarily slowly  but  steadily  towards  the 
goal  he  set  before  him  when  he  took  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  adminis- 
tering the  affairs  of  that  Empire.  He 
had  done  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  merit 
the  confidence  of  both  sides  of  the  House. 
When  the  time  came  to  write  the  history 
of  his  administration  it  would  be  seen  how 
deeply  the  noble  Lord's  mind  had  been 
written  on  the  life  of  the  future  of  India. 
At  present  we  were  in  the  midst  of  what 
was  called  a  crisis  and  it  was  our  present 
duty  to  consider  what  our  action  should 
be.  The  last  twenty  years  had  been  an 
interesting  epoch  in  the  history  of  India. 
In  the  preliminary  parts  of  the  circular 
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issued  by  the  Government  of  Simla  it 
was  pointed  out  that    everything   was 
changed  in  India ;    that  education  had 
taken  great  strides  forward,  and  that 
the    number    of    scholars  now  learning 
English  had  been  doubled.     Those  who 
had     studied      the     history    of    India 
would  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
India  had  been  accustomed  during  cen- 
turies   to    be    governed    by    a    small 
•  number  of  people  whose  intellect    and 
culture   fitted   them   for  that   purpose, 
and  he  ventured  to  submit  that  history 
would  repeat  itself  in  the  growing  power 
of  educated  India  of  to-day.     The  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  a  speech  delivered   a 
short   time  ago,   referred   to   the  exis- 
tence   in    India     of    two    parties — the 
moderate  party  and  the  extreme  party. 
He  thought  it  would  be   more  correct 
to   say  that  there  were    three  parties 
connected   with     political   agitation    in 
India.    At  the  beginning  of  the  twenty 
years )  period   referred    to,    there    was 
only  one  rarty  pledged  to  constitutional 
methods  in  India ;  but,  owing.to  the  delay 
in  securing  reforms,  another  party  grew 
up,  and  the  movement   in    connection 
with  th^s  second  party  was  stimulated  by 
the  partition  of  Bengal  and  all  those 
things  which  were  generally  referred  to 
under  the  term   "the  Curzon  regime^ 
Then  came  the  third  party  of  physical 
force  and  outrage. 

Mr.  PATRICK^^WHITE  (Meath,  N.) : 
Mr.  Deputy-Speaker,  I  beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  not 
forty  Members  present. 

♦Mp.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER :  The  hon. 
Member  cannot  move  for  a  "count" 
between  the  hours  of  eight-fifteen  and 
nine-fifteea. 

♦Sir  HERBERT  ROBERTS  said  that  he 
and  all  who  cared  for  the  welfare  of  India 
deplored  the  outrages  and  deeds  of 
violence  perpetrated  in  India,  and  were 
prepared  to  do  everything  that  was 
possible  to  support  the  Government  in 
putting  down  with  a  firm-  hand  all  the 
symptoms  of  violence  and  outrage.  He 
believed  that  all  the  constitutional  leaders 
of  the  Reform  movement  in  India  were 
with  them  in  a  determination  to  do 
everything  to  support  the  Government 
in  stamping  out  these  deplorable  symp- 
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toms  and  in  restoring  peace  and  con- 
fidence. In  reference  to  the  main 
principles  of  the  reforms  produced  by 
the  Government,  they  had  long  been 
expected  and  were  overdue.  They  all 
knew  the  difficulty  in  connection  with 
the  machinery  and  the  Government  of 
India  which  made  progress  necessarily 
slow.  He  attached  great  importance  to 
the  Decentralisation  Commission,  and  he 
was  pleased  to  hear  the  Under-Secretary 
say  that  the  Report  woidd  be  presented  in 
two  or  three  months  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  hoped  that  before 
the  end  of  the  autumn  session  he  would 
be  in  a  position  to  announce  the 
decision  of  the  Government  upon  the 
important    reform    proposals.  The 

Secretary  of  State  himself  had  outlined 
the  direction  in  which  the  reforms  would 
travel.    These  were  his  words — 

"  Thoy  will  be  steps  which  shall  do  two  or 
three  important  or  even  momentous  things  in 
the  history  of  India." 

He  summarised  the  two  directions  in 
which  reform  would  travel  under  the 
following  heads — 

"  (1)  Aaministration  improvements.  (2)  We 
shall,  I  hope  and  feel  con£dent,  do  something 
to  give  the  population  of  India  in  all  their 
grades  some  form  and  authorised  opportunity 
of  handling  some  of  their  own  affairs." 

He  had  no  doubt  it  woidd  be  found  when 
the  reform  proposals  were  laid  before 
Parliament  that,  on  the  executive  side, 
they  would  be  in  the  direction  of  the 
election  of  some  Indian  on  the  councils, 
and,  on  the  legislative  side,  in  the 
direction  of  the  grant  of  larger  repre- 
sentation of  Indians  by  their  election 
on  the  legislative  councils  and  the 
granting  to  those  councils  of  wider 
functions  in  finance,  etc.  He  desired 
to  express  his  sense  of  the  grave  con- 
dition of  afiairs  in  India.  On  the  one 
side  there  were  elements  in  the  situation 
there  quite  new  to  our  experience  as 
governors  of  the  country.  On  the 
other  side,  there  were  some  hopeful  signs. 
They  had  in  the  Secretary  of  State  a 
man  of  the  temperament,  courage,  and 
ability  he  had  already  described,  and 
they  had  a  firm,  courageous,  and 
sympathetic  Viceroy,  and  one  who  would 
make  his  term  of  office  memorable  in  many 
ways  in  the  Indian  administration. 
But  more  than  that,  they  had  the  feet 
that  the  most  experience^  a^]j:^pjift^tors 
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in  India  recognised  the  desirability  of 
moving  along  the  road  of  reform,  and 
to  his  mind  that  was  one  of  the  most 
important  factors  in  the  present  situation. 
The  evident  remedy,  in  his  opinion,  for 
the  elements  of  danger  in  the  Indian 
situation  lay  in  an  endeavour  to  estab- 
lish closer  unity  between  those  who  ruled 
and  those  who  were  ruled  in  India. 
Personally,  he  thought  the  dark  clouds 
on  the  horizon  would  pass  away,  and  he 
had  a  firm  belief  that  another  chapter 
could  be  and  would  be  written  in  the 
history  of  British  statesmanship  in  the 
administration  of  the  Indian  Empire. 

Mr.  HART-DAVIE8  (Hackney,  N.) 
8. id  he  would  like  to  add  his  humble 
tribute  to  the  skill,  clearness,  and  lucidity 
with  which  the  statement  on  the  Indian 
Budget  was  produced  by  the  Under- 
Secretary.  Having  himself  had  a  long 
connection  with  India,  he  listened  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  with 
enormous  interest ;  and  kept  wondering 
what  an  extraordinary,  wonderful  machine 
the  Indian  Government  was.  He  had 
never  been  one  of  those  who  had  tried 
to  decry  the  Indian  Government  or 
the  service  to  which  he  used  to  have 
the  honour  to  belong.  He  thought  it  a 
very  great,  a  high-minded,  an  honesty 
and  an  incorruptible  Government,  which 
had  done  a  great  work  for  India  ;  but, 
when  listening  to  all  the  good  things 
the  Under-Secretary  had  to  reveal  in  his 
Budget — how  taxation  had  been  reduced, 
how  communication  had  been  developed, 
how  the  country,  [in  fact,  was  advanc- 
ing in  every  way,  how  plague  and 
limine  had  been  successfully  coped  with, 
and  then  how  at  the  end  of  it  all  there 
was  profound  unrest  and  discontent  all 
over  the  country — he  could  not  help 
Wt)ndering  why  the  excellence  of  our 
administration  in  India  had  ended  in  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  people.  He  be- 
lieved the  root  reason  was  to  be  found 
in  our  failure  to  appreciate  the  peculiar 
national  characteristics  of  the  Indian 
people.  With  us,  material  objects  always 
seemed  to  have  a  wider  share  in  our  range 
of  ideas  than  those  which  he  might  call 
the  ideal.  We  had  never  been  able  to 
understand  the  spiritual  aspects  of  the 
problem,  and  that,  after  all,  was  the 
re.'^son  of  our  failure  in  connection  with 
Ireland.      We  hcd  never  bsen  r-ble  to 
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understand  what  the  Irish  people  thought 
about ;  and,  in  like  manner,  he  thought 
we  had  failed  to  understand  what  the 
Indian  people  thought  about.  Irriga- 
tion works  and  protection  against 
famine  and  plague  were  all  very  well,  but 
they  did  not  make  up  for  certain  spiritual 
desires  there  were  in  every  people  and 
more  especially  in  the  people  of  India. 
He  was  sure  that  it  must  come  as  a  great 
shock  to  anyone  who  knew  anything 
about  India  and  her  people  that  there  was 
this  unrest  and  dissatisfaction.  He  did 
not  know  any  people  more  easy  to  get  on 
with  and  to  manage  or  who  responded 
more  readily  to  sympathy,  and  to  hea.r 
that  they  were  in  a  state  of  dissatisfaction 
with  the  Grovemment  seemed  to  com*^ 
upon  them  something  like  a  blow.  What 
was  the  cause  of  it  ?  It  was  partly 
want  of  sympathy  and  partly  because 
for  two  years  a  spirit  of  unrest  had 
been  gradually  growing.  If  twenty-five 
years  ago  we  had  only  gone  on  with  th*^ 
policy  of  local  self-government  and  had 
attached  to  ourselves  that  body  of 
educated  native  opinion  which  was  found 
in  the  National  Congress — an  extremely 
valuable  and  learned  body — and  had 
followed  their  advice,  looking  upon 
them  as  a  kind  of  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  we  should  have  avoided 
many  mistakes  which  we  had  made. 
I  There  was  no  doubt  a  large  amount 
of  unrest  in  China,  Turkey,  Persia, 
and  in  fact  all  over  Asia,  and,  of  course, 
it  had  greatly  affected  India.  The  main 
cause,  however,  was  our  failure  to  under- 
stand the  people's  spiritual  desires. 
We  had  given  them  a  Western  education, 
and  had  put  Western  ideas  of  freedom 
and  self-government  into  their  heads ; 
but  we  had  not  been  able  to  satisfy  them 
in  any  way.  The  old  regime  had  gone 
on.  They  could  not  see  any  difference, 
and  at  last  a  spirit  of  hopelessness  hr.d 
settled  upon  the  educated  people  of  Indij\. 
They  looked  on  the  pledges  that  had  been 
given  that  all  subjects  of  the  Crown  should 
have  an  equal  share  in  the  country  as 
having  been  broken,  a  fueling  of  despair 
had  come  over  fhem,  and  it  took  a  form 
which  they  all  deeply  regretted  and 
particular  forms  of  which  they  looked 
upon  with  abhorrence.  If  they  had 
only  gone  on  with  the  local  self-govern- 
ment which  LordRipon  began  theym  g'lt 
have  had  a  new  India  by  this  time.     It 
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was  true  they  had  distriot  boards  and  they 
had  to  this  day  languished  in  a  kind  of 
way.  It^was  said  the  people  had  a  com- 
plete want  of  interest  in  them.  But 
in  the  Bombay  Presidency  the  average 
area  of  the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  these 
boards  was  440  square  miles.  The 
average  income  each  board  had  to  spend 
was  £415,  which  was  not  a  large  simi. 
One-third  of  it  went  in  education,  over 
which  the  district  boards  had  no  authority 
at  all,  and  a  good  deal  more  went  in  roads 
in  which  also  they  had  no  interest.  Four- 
sevenths  of  the  boards  were  nominated 
and  not  elected  at  all,  and  it  worked  out  in 
the  end  that  each  really  elected  member 
had  about  lOs.a  year  for  the  area  of  a  square 
mile  to  superintend.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances they  could  not  be  expected 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  work.  The  whole 
thing  was  a  farce.  That  was  a  thing  that 
oughttobealtered.andalthoughtheUnder- 
Secretary  for  India  very  wisely  would  not 
be  drawn  into  any  hint  as  to  what  the  re- 
forms were  going  to  be,  as  he  was  in  a 
position  of  rather  greater  freedom  and  less 
responsibility  perhaps  he  might  make 
a  few  suggestions.  One  was  that  the 
natives  should  be  on  the  executive 
councils.  That,  he  thought,  was  adum- 
brated by  Lord  Morley  the  other  day  as 
an  extremely  possible  reform,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  carried  out.  There 
ought  to  be  some  system  of  election 
to  the  councils.  He  did  not  see  why  each 
district  should  not  return  one  member 
on  the  Council  of  the  Presidency.  He 
was  greatly  struck  with  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Merthyr,  and  he  believed 
the  plan  he  adumbrated  of  rising  from 
the  village  community  right  up  to  the 
Council  for  the  whole  Presidency  through 
various  stages  of  election  would  be  a 
feasible  policy,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
something  like  it  at  all  events  should 
rot  be  carried  out.  All  the  district 
officers  had  a  great  deal  of  writing  to  do, 
and  had  not  time  really  to  go  about  in 
the  villages  and  riiake  the  acquaintance 
of  people  as  they  ought  to  do.  If  all 
these  matters  connected  with  public 
works  were  taken  off  theur  shoulders  and 
put  into  the  hands  of  district  associations, 
it  would  give  them  more  time  to  do  their 
work  and  would  interest  people  in  the 
development  of  the  country.  They  might 
at  first  make  mistakes,  but  it  was  only  by 
making  mistakes  that  they  Icarnod  how 
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to  administer.  After  all,  our  own  history ^ 
showed  that  the  beginning  of  self -govern- 
ment in  the  widest,  possible  sense  wiis  in 
the  self -government,  of  the  Village,  and 
that  eventually  led  to  the  fullest  grant 
of  local  self-government  it  was  possible 
for  any  nation  to  have^  Be  hoped  tiiat 
that  would  be  one  of  the  reforms  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take 
into  consideration.  Then  there  were 
many  minor  reforms  which  ought  to  be 
possible — to  move .  amendments  to  the 
budget,  and  to  call  atteAtion  to  adminis- 
trative acts,  for  instance.  He  did  not 
believe  there  would  ever  be  real  peace  in 
India  if  that  ill-omened  partition  of 
Bengal  was  not  in  some  way  modified  or 
dpne  away  with  altogether.  It  was 
arranged  in  1833  that  Bengal  was  to  have 
a  Grovemor  in  Council,  and  he  beUeved  no 
further  Act  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  establish  a  Governor  in  Council.  The 
Lieutenant-Governors  were  only  put  in  as 
a  kind  of  stop-gap  imtil  a  Governor  in 
Coimcil  was  appointed.  That  would  be  a 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  into  which  we  had 
got.  All  they  would  have  to  do  would 
be  to  go  back  to  the  original  scheme  of 
having  a  Governor  in  Council  for  the  whole 
of  Bengal,  with  various  authorities  for  the 
outlying  provinces,  such  as  Assam,  in 
the  shape  of  Chief  Commissioners.  It  was 
an.  infinite  pity  that  when  the  Liberals 
first  came  into  power  the  occasion  was 
not  taken  to  modify  the  partition. 
It  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he 
said  a  single  word  of  criticism  of  Lord 
Morley.  He  had  done  a  very  great  work 
for  India  and  he  hoped  he  would  do  still 
greater  work  m,  the  future.  The  partition 
of  Bengal  was  only  an  act  of  adminis- 
trative convenience.  There  was  no  moral 
principle  involved  in  it.  There  was 
nothing  to  connect  it  with  the  existence 
of  the  British  Empire  in  India.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  dny  question  of  high 
policy,  and  the  question  of  British  amour 
propre  ought  not  to  be  involved  in  it  at 
all.  If  it  was  altered  it  would  be  a 
message  of  peace  to  the  people  of  India ; 
it  would  ^ow  that  we  took  their 
wishes  into  consideration  and  did  not 
wish  to  ride  roughshod  in  any  way  over 
their  aspirations,  and  with  other  rfeforms 
this  evil  chapter  of  unrest  and  dissatis- 
faction in  India,  which  he  deplored  as 
much  as  anyone  could,  would  be  finally 
closed  and  they  wouldiio  back  to  their 
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old  sUstas  of  sympathy  and  afEection 
between  EngUsb  and  Indians  which  used 
to  exist  and  which  he  hoped  would  exist 
again  when  these  ominous  clouds  had 
paassd  away. 

♦Mr.  GWYNN   (Galway)  thought  he 
was  the  first  who  had  spoken  in  the 
debate    without    first-hand    knowledge 
of    India,     but    it    was    because    they 
had    in    Ireland    some    experience    of 
what  it  meant  to  be  governed  by  an 
assembly    that    was    foreign    to    them. 
In  listening  to  the  utterances  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomery  Boroughs,  he 
thought  he  was  listening  to  the  kind  of 
opinions  that  he  was  so  familiar  with 
from  the  Ulster   Unionists   contingent. 
Yet  the  speech  of  the  one  Irish  Unionist 
who  intervened  was  more  liberal  and  more 
in  harmony  with  their  ideas  as  to  what 
was  meant  by  the  value  of    education 
than    that   of   the    hon.    Member   who 
spoke   with   all   the   authority   of   long 
experience    of   official    life,    and    whose 
speech  made  such  a  contrast  to  the  utter- 
ance of  the  supposed  violent  agitator  which 
was  delivered  from  the  Labour  benches. 
The  House,  he  was  sure,  would  have  consi- 
dered which  of  those  speeches  was  more 
likely  to  bring  peace  in  India,  and  which 
was  more  likely  to  create  irritation  and 
discontent.    The  Amendment  which  they 
were  discussing  raised  the  question  of 
education.    Was  it  not  a  strange  thing 
that  they  should   have  the   pretension 
to  decide  what  the  people  of  India  should 
be  taught  and  how  they  should  be  taught 
— to  decide  upon  the  education  of  persons 
divided  from  us  by  half  the  world,  strange 
to  us  in  speech. and  in  religion*    They 
might    ask    themselves    in    what    sense 
they    were    going    to    determine    their 
education.     The   right   hon.    Grentleman 
the  Member  for  RushclifEe  said  the  ship's 
head  had  been  turned  in  a  new  direction. 
By   what   star    was    that   course    set  ? 
What  was  the  ideal  that  was  to  govern 
the   education   that   they   proposed   to 
give  ta  the  people  of  India  ?    Did  they 
simply  wish  to  maintain  India  as  a  place 
that  provided  an  honourable  a&d  well- 
paid  career  for  the  sons  of  the  profes- 
sional classes  and  as  a  field  for  trade 
that  they  could  not  only  keep  free  for 
themselves,  but  which  they  could  regulate 
and  in  which  they  could  tax  the  home 
products   of    British    India    in    such    a 


way  that  cheap  Indian  products  should 
not   have    advantage    over   Manchester 
cottons?    If  in   governing < India |ithey 
were  actuated  by  the  old  notion  of  the 
relation  of  the  mother  State  to  its  Colonies 
— ^the  idea  of  the  eighteenth  century — 
he  did  not  know  that  all  the  denunciation 
that  had  been  heaped  upon  the  present 
system  of  education  had  any  real  justi- 
fication^    He    was    not    sure    that    the 
education  which  had  been  given  imder 
the  wise  guidance  of  England  to  British 
India  had  not  been  the  very  best  educa- 
tion in  the  world  to  keep  British  India 
in    a    perpetual    state  of  Psubserviency. 
The     effect     of     that     education     had 
been  to    divorce   the    people   of   India 
from     their     religion,     and  jifrom     the 
whole    tradition    of    their    moral    life. 
Judging  from  the  Irish  standpoint  he 
was    quite   familiar   with   the   kind   of 
education  which  had  been  laid  out  for 
India,  and  that  kind  of  education  was 
calculated  to  kill  in  the  people  the  spirit  of 
resistance.    Was    that    the    idea    with 
which  they  desired  to  educate  the  people 
of  India  ?    He  quite  imderstood  the  idea 
put  forward  by  the    hon.  Member    of 
Montgomery    Boroughs,   which    was  to 
avoid  producing  the  agitator  and  produce 
the  loyal  man  at  all  cost.    He  knew  full 
well  the  loyal  man  in  Irelsmd  and  the 
kind  of  education  that  had  produced  him. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  was  the 
ultimate   intention    of   the   Liberals   of 
to-day  with  regard  to  education  in  India. 
Did  they  regard   the  present  state  of 
affairs  with  satisfaction  ?     Did  they  be- 
lieve that  the  predominance  of  an  alien 
race  was  the  thing  to  be  maintained  in 
perpetuity  ?    He  knew  that  the  average 
English  Liberal  regarded  himself  as  a 
trustee  of  freedom  in  India,  and  he  hoped 
that  they   were   educating  the   Indian 
people  to  be  some  day  free,  although  he 
was  convinced  that  it  would  not  be  safe 
now  to  grant  freedom  to  the  people  of 
India  because  there  was  a  danger  that 
they  would  be  at  each  other's  throat. 
He  did  not  know  that  freedom  would 
be  so  great  a  danger  to  the  people  of 
India,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil  evidently  regarded  that  danger 
as  being  wholly  exaggerated  and  ficti- 
tious.    If  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil  was  right  he  did  not  think  Liberals 
could  salve  their  consciences  in  that  way 
because  they  professed  to  believe  in  the 
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principles  of  nationality  and  development 
on  the  lines  of  racial  freedom.  If  there 
was  no  such'^duty  placed  upon  England 
as  that  of  keeping  the  people  of  India 
from  cutting  each  other's  throat,  in  what 
sense  were  they  to  guide  the  education 
of  India  ?  It  was  true  that  there  was 
no  Indian  nation,  strictly  speaking,  but 
where  were  the  nations  that  were  once 
there  ?  All  through  British  India  there 
was  one  common  denomination,  and  that 
was  the  common  subservience  of  the 
people.  In  framing  their  conception  of 
what  the  Indian  people  ought  to  learn, 
were  they  to  teach  them  with  a  view 
to  keeping  them  in  continual  subser- 
vience, or  were  they  going  to  educate 
them  to  become  some  day  people  that 
might  be  either  friendly  or  hostile  to  this 
Empire,  but,  at  least,  they  would  be 
free  people.  That  was,  after  all,  an 
urgent  question.  Le !;  them  take  the  facts 
as  they  found  them.  Let  them  take  the 
most  brilliant  book  ever  written  about 
British  India,  and  they  would  find  in  it, 
from  beginning  to  end,  a  glorification  of  the 
spy.  Was  that  the  highest  ide  ^1  of  India 
from  the  British  point  of  view  ?  Was  there 
no  other  ideal  that  could  be  set  before  the 
people  of  India  than  that  of  abandoning 
their  own  loyalty  and  their  own  religion, 
and  taking  upon  themselves  the  service  of 
the  British  Empire  ?  The  responsibility 
for  what  was  being  done  in  India  to-day 
came  home  to  all  Members  of  this  House. 
What  was  their  hope  and  fear  in  regard 
to  India  ?  Was  it  their  hop 3,  was  it 
their  fear,  that  India  some  day  might 
be  free  ?  [An  Hon.  Member  :  Yes.] 
That  was  a  question  he  put  to  the 
Party  opposite,  and  he  hoped  someone 
would]  answ^er  it. 

*SiR  HENRY  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) 
said  the  subject  upon  which  he  wished  to 
make  a  few  remarks  was  that  of  the  great 
railway  asset  of  India.  He  wished  to 
associate  himself  with  the  congratulations 
of  the  noble  Lord  on  the  front  bench  in 
regard  to  the  statement  which  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  India  had  been  able  to 
make.  He  regretted  that  the  right  hon. 
Member  had  not  been  able  to  add  some 
more  material  to  that  which  he  placed 
before  them  in  regard  to  the  railways. 
They  had  all  read  the  financial  Memoran- 
dum, and  he  only  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  among  other  good  things 
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that  they  were  proposing  to  take  into 
consideration  the  recommendations  of 
Sir  James  MacKay's  Report  upon 
Railways.  From  the  financial  statement 
which  had  been  put  before  them  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  revenue  of  India  was 
£50,000,000  a  year,  and  that  did  not 
include  the  revenue  derived  from  this 
great  asset  of  the  railway,  which  was 
£30,000,000  more.  That  arose  from  the 
fact  that  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts 
of  the  railways  had  been  altered  for  the 
better,  the  net  revenue  onl  ^  of  the  railways 
being  brought  into  the  general  account 
instead  of  the  gross  receipts  being  put  on 
one  side  and  the  expenditure  upon  the 
other.  There  were  30,000  miles  of  rail- 
way in  India,  for  which  £253,000,000  of 
capital  had  been  raised  on  the  credit  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  England,  the 
benefit  of  which  had  been  given  to  the 
people  of  India.  The  revenue  derived 
from  that  capital  paid  about  5^  per  cent, 
upon  it  after  allowing  for  all  the  expenses 
of  working  and  all  other  charges. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told 
them  that  the  net  receipts  after  paying 
interest  were  £2,500,000,  and  he  thought 
he  had  rather  understated  the  figures, 
because  there  was  a  large  portion  of  the 
capital  raised  under  the  eegis  of  the 
companies  which  were  now  practically  non- 
existent and  which  had  largely  been  paid 
o5  by  means  of  annuities,  which  included 
the  capital  as  well  as  interest,  end 
this  amounted  to  about  £750,000, 
which  made  a  sum  considerably  over 
£3,000,000  as  the  net  profit  derived  from 
this  great  asset  of  the  railways  by  the 
Government  of  India  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indian  Exchequer.  All  that  profit 
had  been  derived  from  British  capital 
and  it  had  gone  in  relief  of  the  taxpayers 
of  India.  The  whole  of  that  capital  had 
been  raised,  with  small  exceptions,  upon 
the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government. 
If  India  no  longer  remained  ours,  the 
consideration  of  the  security  of  that  debt 
of  £250,000,000  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter.  This  railway  capital  was  in  part 
raised  by  companies,  with  the  guarantee 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  some  fifty  years 
ago,  beginning  at  5  per  cent.,  and  until  the 
year  1900  the  railways  of  India  were 
carried  on  with  a  deficit  remaining  to  the 
charge  of  the  Indian  Grovemment.  From 
the  year  1900  to  the  present  time,  after 
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aUowing  for  interest,  those  railways  had 
yielded    a    very    considerable   surplus, 
which  had  been  growing  every  year  until 
it  had  now  reached  about  £2,500,000. 
Many  of  thelndian  railways  paid  interest 
varying  between  7  and  9  per  cent.,  and  in 
two  cases  they  paid  12  per  cent,  and 
16  per  cent.    The  railway  which  paid 
7  per  cent,   was    the    one   with    which 
he  had  to  do  and  over  which  he  had 
presided    for    many    years,    and    that 
railway  could  now,  if  permitted,  raise 
capital  without   the    assistance   of    the 
guarantee  of  the  Grovemment  of  India. 
Fifty  years  ago  it  was  necessary  to  give 
a  Government  guarantee  because  money 
could  not  be  raised  without  it.    When 
in  India  last  year  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  conferring  with  the  Minister  of  Finance 
on  the  subject,  and  he  made  a  suggestion 
which  was  favourably  received.    If  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  had  to  look 
after  all  this  capital,  it  followed  that  the 
Government  of  India  had  to  bring  into 
its  budgets  every  year  the  whole  of  the 
railway  finance.    They  had  to  take  into 
account    in    the   ordinary   Budget   the 
provision  of  the  means  for  new  construc- 
tion and  further  capital  outlays  on  open 
lines,  and  the  consequence  was  that  very 
great  delay  necessarily  occurred  through 
the  fault  of  no  one,  but  simply  through 
the  fault  of  the  system,  and  progress 
could  not  be  made.     The  money  avail- 
able under  the  programme  of  the  Indian 
Government    was    £10,000,000    a    year 
for  the  whole  of  the  Indian  railways,  and 
that  was  scarcely  sufficient  for  equipment 
with  the  necessary  rolling  stock  for  the 
normal  increase  of  passengers  and  goods 
and  merchandise  offered  for  transit  and 
improvements  of  open  lines.     It  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  that  was  a  f  tate 
of  things  which  ought  to   be  remedied. 
His  proposition  was  supported  by  two 
eminent   Indian   officials   of   experience 
who  were  directors  at  this  moment  of 
other  companies.     He  would  like  to  be 
informed    by    the    Under-Secretary,    if 
convenient,    whether   the    recommenda- 
tions  which   had   been   made   on   this 
subject   had    been    adopted.     It   would 
be   of  interest  to  the   House  and  also 
to  the  money  market  of  this  country  to 
know  whether  the  proposition  as  to  the 
raising  of  capital  without  the  guarantee 
of   the    Secretary   of    State    had   been, 
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or  was  likely  to  be,  adopted.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  it  was  plain  that  a  company 
which  was  pajdng  so  large  a  percentage 
on  the  whole  of  their  capital  ought  to 
be  able  to  raise  money  in  London  or  in 
India  without  the  assistance  of  any 
guarantee  at  all.  There  was  another 
convenience  which  would  result  from 
the  adoptiqji  of  this  plan.  The  interest 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  in  the 
railways  could  be  put  in  the  form  of 
stock,  and  some  of  it  could  be  taken  up 
by  the  native  princes  of  India.  He 
knew  that  some  of  them  desired  to  take 
an  interest  in  the  railways,  they  knew 
that  the  undcBtakings  were  earning  good 
interest  on  the  capital  employed.  The 
railways  were  improving  the  revenue 
from  the  lands  they  possessed,  and  they 
had  expressed  the  hope  that  they  would 
be  enabled  to  acquire  an  interest  in  them. 
One  other  point  he  would  like  to  mention. 
Great  credit  was  due  to  the  Civil  servants 
who  were  performing  most  beneficial 
work  in  connection  with  irrigation  in 
India.  These  officers  in  the  Punjab 
were  carrying  out  works  in  districts 
where  there  was  not  a  white  man  within 
a  day's  march.  The  circumstances  of 
their  employment  were  such  that  they 
could  not  take  their  wives  or  sisters  to 
the  places.  He  believed  they  were  not 
sufficiently  paid.  The  pay  was  suppored 
to  be  good  enough  to  attract  them  as 
young  men  to  the  service,  but  looking 
to  the  enormous  advantage  which  the 
work  in  which  they  were  engaged  brought 
to  the  finances  of  India  he  thought  t]\ey 
deserved  a  more  ample  reward  than  they 
at  present  received. 

Sir  GEORGE  SCOTT  ROBERTSON 
(Bradford,  Central)  said  the  hon.  Member 
for  Galway  had  suggested  that  our 
system  of  education  in  India  was  designed 
mainly  to  render  the  people  of  India 
subservient  and  obedient,  so  that  they 
might  be  the  more  easily  controlled  by 
the  dominant  power.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  had  lately  heard  great  fear 
expressed  everywhere  that  by  our  system 
of  education  the  exact  reverse  of  that 
was  being  brought  about.  There  were 
conflicting  opinions,  and  he  fancied 
that  his  hon.  friend  was  in  a  small  mino- 
rity. What  were  we  doing  in  relation 
to  the  question  of  education  in  India  ? 
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It  seemed  to  him  that  what  we  had 
been  mainly  accomplishing  uncon- 
sciously, was  to  provide  ourselves  with 
a  sufficient  supply  of  clerks  and  subor- 
dinate officials  for  the  large  require- 
ments of  the  whole  of  the  great  Empire 
of  India.  That  seemed  to  him  at  first 
sight  what  had  really  been  done.  The 
system  we  had  adopted  had  also  been 
the  cause  of  an  immense  amount  of  the 
present  unrest  in  India.  It  had  added 
considerably  to  that  imrest  owing  to 
two  different  circumstances.  First  there 
was  a  general  wave  of  emotion  and  of 
curious  sentiment  which  had  spread 
all  over  Asia,  analogous  somewhat  to 
the  flood  which  spread  over  Europe  in 
1848.  That  undoubtedly  had  had  a 
great  effect  on  the  question  of  unrest  in 
India.  It  had  undoubtedly  been  in- 
creased by  the  successes  of  the  Japanese 
against  the  Russians,  and  of  the  Eastern 
against  the  Western.  It  had  raised 
hopes — false  hopes  he  believed — through- 
out many  of  the  Eastern  nations  that 
the  East  would  in  the  future  be  the 
peer  or  the  conqueror  of  the  West. 
That  was  one  of  the  causes  of  unrest. 
The  next  was  the  very  question  of 
education  which  they  had  been  discussing. 
We  had  educated  a  large  number  of  people 
to  supply  our  own  demands  for  clerKsbips 
in  subordinate  positions  in  India,  and 
there  was  a  large  reserve  of  that  educated 
class.  Though  the  class  itself  was  a  very 
limited  one  in  relation  to  the  whole 
population,  it  was  very  powerful  from  the 
fact  that  they  had  got  education.  There 
being  a  large  surplus  of  educated  young 
men,  many  of  them,  of  course,  utterly 
failed  to  obtain  the  appointments  for 
which  they  had  striven  to  qualify  them- 
selves, and  consequently  they  were 
discontented,  and  eventually  they  played 
the  role  of  unemployed  men  wherever 
they  were.  They  either  submitted  in  a 
sort  of  heartbroken  despair  or  were 
rendered  furious  with  anger  against  fate, 
which  in  their  case  was  synonymous  with 
British  Government  in  India.  That  was 
really  one  of  the  main  causes  of  unrest  in 
India.  Another  particular  reason  was  the 
nature  of  the  education  given  to  the 
Indian.  It  was  most  specially  a  literary 
education.  It  was  not  professional, 
industrial  or  technical,  and  consequently 
when  a  man  did  not  get  an  appointment  he 
was  rendered  hopeless,  and  he  gradually 
Sir  Gaorqe  Sa^tt  Voherhon, 


fell  back  into  the  position  of  the  agitator. 
He  might  be  asked  what  was  the  remedy  9 
Well,  the  first  thing  they  ought  to  do  W43 
to  acknowledge  the  cause.  If  that  was 
admitted  to  be  the  cause,  he  did  not  think 
there  would  be  very  much  trouble 
eventually  in  finding  a  remedy.  He 
wished  to  impress  on  the  House  his  belief 
that  what  ho  had  stated  was  the  main 
cause  of  the  unrest  in  India.  The  position 
was  very  serious  and  very  critical,  and 
it  might  have  been  dangerous  but  for  the 
quiet  firmness  and  excellent  strength  of 
officials  both  here  and  in  India.  He 
thought  those  men  had  observed  that  the 
first  requirement  of  Government,  especially 
in  India,  was  the  power  of  reticenee. 
They  were  working  silently ;  there  was 
no  declamatory  speech  ;  they  did  not  go 
in  for  perorations.  That  was  one  thing, 
if  not  the  chief  thing,  which  had  rendered 
the  present  troubled  and  critical  time  in 
India  otherwise  than  dangerous.  Of 
course,  there  always  must  be  very  great 
ttouble  in  reconciling  the  people  of 
India  to  the  rule  of  a  Western  pebple. 
Some  of  these  causes  were  permanent 
in  their  nature  and  some  more  or  less 
ephemeral.  He  thought  the  wave  of 
emotion  in  India  had  now  reached  its 
flood  mark,  and  was  about  to  subside ; 
but  there  were  other  important  causes 
which  they  might  trace  and  deal  with. 
They  had  always  been  there,  and  so  far 
as  he  could  see  they  would  always  remain. 
First  of  all,  there  was  that  curious  but 
absolutely  certain  difference  in  manners, 
customs,  and  religion  which  peculiarly 
distinguished  the  East  from  the  Wes", 
and  which  was  carried  into  detail  in  such 
an  extraordinary  way  that  it  actually 
became  physical.  There  was  in  India 
a  physical  distaste  of  the  East  with  the 
West ;  that  could  not  be  doubted. 
It  was  the  same  in  China.  A  Chinaman 
disliked  service  with  a  Western,  for  the 
curious  physical  reason  that  he  could 
not  stand  the  odour  of  the  Western. 
He  attributed  it  to  too  much  indulgence 
of  the  Western  in  animal  food.  Such 
things  raised  racial  prejudices.  He 
knew  it  was  a  delicate  subject  to  touch 
upon  ;  but  one  might  mention  a  similar 
circumstance  with  which  possibly  they 
were  all  familiar  in  this  country.  He 
referred  more  particularly  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Jews.  It  had  been  said  that 
every  country  go|^t^^f^iwhich  that 
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country  deserved.  When  they  said  that 
they  paid  a  high  compliment  to  them- 
selves. But  there  was  always  a  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  friendly  assi- 
milation between  the  Jews  and  our- 
selves; and  the  chief  difficulty  had 
been  really  some  question  of  ceremonial 
purity — some  idea  on  the  part  of  this 
race  which  originally  came  from  the 
East.  The  same  thing  happened  in 
India  at  the  present  day.  He  had  been 
much  struck  by  the  impressive  and 
thoughtful  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr  Tydvil,  and  he  might  say 
how  pleased  he  was  to  hear  his  repu- 
diation of  the  slander  of  which  he  com- 
plained. It  must  have  been  a  terrible 
thing  to  any  Member  of  the  British 
Hottse  of  Commons  that,  at  such  a 
criticj^l  time,  utterances  of  such  a  slan- 
derous character  should  be  attributed 
to  him,  and  they  were  all  glad  that  he 
was  free  from  these  imputations.  The 
hon.  (xentleman  might  not  have  been 
long  enough  in  IndiA  to  find  out  this 
peculiar  repugnancy  of  the  natives  of 
India  to  Western  men ;  but  it  was  one 
of  the  main  and  permanent  causes  of 
the  general  dislike  of  the  Eastern  to  the 
Western.  It  was  very  strong ;  it  had 
always  CkXisted,  and  it  must  be  faced. 
But  allowing  for  all  this,  and  for  many 
other  causes  which  he  did  not  desire  to 
enter  into  at  the  moment,  it  was 
interesting  to  give  one's  opinion  as 
to  what  the  immediate  future  of  India 
might  be.  He  was  extremely  optimistic 
about  it,  as  the  House  might  have 
gathered  from  what  he  had  said.  He 
believed  that  the  main  trouble  was 
subsiding ;  that  now,  owing  to  the  admir- 
able strength  and  calmness  displayed 
by  the  Viceroy  and  the  officials  at  home 
r,nd  in  India — owing  to  the  strength 
with  which  they  had  been  able  to  say 
that  nothing  in  the  way  of  those  mad 
efforts  and  the  detestable  tactics  of 
agitators  should  deter  them  for  one 
single  instant  from  proceeding  with 
reform — they  might  be  hopeful  for  the 
future.  About  eighteen  months  ago  he 
was  asked  his  opinion  of  what  was  going 
to  happen  in  India,  and  he  ventured  on 
a  preiction  which  had  been  happily 
disproved.  He  ^said  that  the  great 
trouble  was  that  the  feeling  of  unrest 
in  some  places  might  lead  to  isolated 
outrages,  *  and  worst  of  all,  that  some 


unfortunate,  unhappy  Englishwomen 
might  suffer,  following  which  ther» 
might  arise  the  greatest  danger  of  al 
a  white  panic.  That  latter  he  ha  ^ 
always  looked  upon  with  the  greatest 
dread.  Curiously  enough  the  outrages 
had  occurred,  but  there  had  not  been 
the  slightest  suspicion  of  anything  likia 
a  white  panic.  It  had  been  obviated 
by  the  calmness  and  courage  of  every 
white  person  in  India,  and  by  the  admir- 
able behaviour  of  the  Viceroy  and  his 
Government.  That  was  the  reason  why 
he  thought  they  might  look  forward 
to  the  immediate  future  of  India  with 
distinct  hope.  He  thought  they  were 
suffering  now  from  a  little  too  much 
government  in  India.  The  people  in 
India  were  accustomed  to  look  upon 
their  Viceroy  as  one  wko  was  placed  in 
a  singularly  elevated  and  isolated  posi- 
tion, surrounded  by  all  the  paraphar- 
nalia  of  State,  and  he  thought  they  had 
been  a  little  surprised  and  perhaps 
disturbed,  to  see  an  official  so  highly 
placed  come  down  from  his  exalted 
position  and  employ  himself  principally 
in  working  and  driving  forward  the 
engine  of  State.  "  He  thought  that  one 
might  fail  altogether  by  being  over- 
energetic  in  a  particular  occupation. 
One  might  steam  up  the  engine  to  an 
extreme  point  of  efficienc),  but  the 
strains  might  become  too  great,  and 
the  engine  would  suffer  languor  in  its 
movements.  Still  worse,  this  highly 
placed  official,  this  almost  mjrsteriously 
apart  man,  had  before  all  the  people  of 
India  come  down  to  be  a  kind  of  pro- 
tagonist in  what  almost  amounted  to 
a  party  fight  with  his  own  subordinates 
in  which  he  had  been  practically  worsted. 
He  thought  that  might  well  be  imder- 
stood  by  the  people  of  India  as  a  curious 
overturning  of  the  natural  conditions 
of  things,  and  lead  them  to  believe  that 
there  was  now  a  chance  for  an  agitator 
of  any  sort.  He  would  like  to  say 
how  he  disagreed  with  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Kensington  in  on^^ 
particular  about  education.  Ke  thought 
that  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to  refer 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  schools  they 
depended  a  good  deal  upon  denomina- 
tional teaching,  and  that  the  natives 
I  who  attended  them  lost  their  religion. 
His  experience  led  him  to  believe  that 
Ithat  was  quite^jllusor^^^^^great 
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missionary  schools  which  were  largely 
attended  by  natives,  because  the  edu- 
cation received  there  was  very  good, 
the  missionaries  insisted  on  reading  a 
chapter  ol  the  Bible,  but  he  was  right 
in  saying  that  hardly  any  child  ever 
changed  his  religion  from  Hindooism 
to  Christianity. 

Earl  PERCY  said  he  was  not  re- 
ferring to  missionary  schools,  but  to 
State  schools  where  there  was  no  religion 
taught  at*  all. 

Sir  GEORGE  SCOTT  ROBERTSON 
said  the  same  thing  would  apply  in  other 
schools ;  but  even  where  they  tried  to 
change  the  religion  of  the  children  that 
was  not  effected.  The  head  of  one 
big  college  had  Explained  to  him  that  he 
did  not  know  of  any  one  instance  of  the 
change  of  religion  of  a  child.  He  asked 
the  gentleman  how  it  was  that  the 
missionaries  were  able  to  continue  their 
work  under  these  circumstances ;  and 
the  reply  was  that  they  believed  that 
in  the  end  their  good  work  would  tell. 
He  himself  sincerely  believed  that  the 
future  of  India  was  full  of  hope,  and 
that  for  the  various  reasons  he  had 
described.  He  did  not  for  a  moment 
believe  th^t  India  was  at  all  prepared 
for  what  we  considered  to  be  demo- 
cratic institutions,  and  he  was  very  glad 
to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  junior  Member 
for  Merthyr  Tydvil  on  that  point,  and 
that  in  that  hon.  Member's  opinion  the 
Government  should  always  ha\e  a 
majority  of  non-elected  members  on  the 
provincial  councils.  We  had  a  distinct 
mission  in  India.  Although  it  might 
be  that  the  education  we  were  providing 
in  India  made  the  people  at  preswit 
harder  to  govern,  it  would  be  the  meanest 
policy  possible  for  us  to  cease  giving 
that  education  merely  on  that  account. 
He  congratulated  the  Under-Secretary 
on  the  favourable  statement  he  had  been 
able  to  give  on  the  Indian  accounts ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  every  person  in 
the  House  and  in  the  country  at  large 
was  firmly  persuaded  of  the  excellence 
of  the  Government  of  India  as  con- 
ducted by  Lord  Morley  and  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State.  There  was 
one  point  not  raised  in  the  debate, 
the  terrible  old  fallacy  that  India 
ould    never    be    governed    by    demo- 
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cTSkcy.  He  supposed  that  that  fallacy 
had  passed  away  for  ever.  If  anybody 
believed  that  it  was  equivalent  to  saying 
we  were  throwing  up  India  in  despair, 
but  if  it  was  looked  at  for  a  moment 
and  regard  was  had  to  who  had  been 
the  strongest  Secretaries  for  India  the 
names  of  Lord  Morley  and  Sir  Henry 
Fowler  would  be  admitted  to  be  amongst 
them,  and  if  democracy  was  able  to 
produce  men  of  that  calibre  then  it 
showed  that  India  was  able  to  be  governed 
by  democracy. 

♦Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) 
associated  himself  with  the  previous 
q|)eaker8  in  congratukiting  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  statement 
that  he  had  made.  He  had  made  it  in 
a  manner  which  convinced  hon.  Members 
that  he  compared  not  unfavourably 
with  his  illustrious  chief.  On  behalf 
of  those  Members  of  the  House  who  had 
served  in  India  he  thanked  the  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  for  his  invariable  courtesy 
and  above  all  for  his  accessibility, 
which  was  a  great  virtue  in  an 
official.  He  had  heard  many  of  the 
observations  which  had  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  educational  system 
in  India,  with  feelings  of  amazement. 
When  he  took  a  broad  view  of  the  matter 
the  one  feeling  that  predominated  in  his 
mind  was  that  of  pride  and  exultation 
that  England  should  have  been  able  to 
work  out  so  grand  a  system  with  such 
magnificent  results.  It  could  not  be  f 
very  bad  system  which  enabled  foreigners 
speaking  another  language  and  living 
thousands  of  miles  away  to  come  to 
this  country  and  compete  with  the  cream 
of  our  own  youth  in  our  universities 
and  beat  them  at  their  own  tests.  Within 
ten  years  there  had  been  two  senior 
wranglers  at  Cambridge,  who  were  natives 
of  India.  The  great  bulk  of  the  carping 
criticism  which  had  been  heard  that  after- 
noon on  the  educational  system  of  India 
was  wholly  misplaced.  The  question  of 
imrest  in  India  had  been  discussed  from 
various  points  of  view,  but  if  he  might 
say  so  respectfully,  none  of  the  speeches 
made,  not  even  that  of  the  hon.  fltf ember 
for  Merlhyr,  had  really  gone  to  the 
root  of  the  matter.  It  was  not  merely 
a  question  of  reform.  We  might  grant 
concessions — nobody  knew  what  they 
were    at     present,    but    it     might     be 
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assumed  that  they  were  good,  beneficial, 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  Indian  people 
— but  concessions  and  reforms  such  as 
were     contemplated    would    not    allay 
the  discontent   and   unrest  which   wer3 
now    so    strongly   seen    in    India.     The 
real  cause  of  that  discontent  and  unrest 
lay  in  the  spirit  and  policy  of  our  ad- 
ministration and  until  that  was  changed 
they  would  not  remove  this  discontent. 
The  great  question  was,  were  we  to  govern 
India  through,   by,   and  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  of  the  people,   or  to 
govern  them  as  we  were  doing  at  present, 
entirely  irrespective   of   and  too   often 
in    direct    opposition   to,    their   wishes. 
Although  he  had  a  very  high  admiration 
for  the  late  Viceroy  of  India,  whose  great 
qualities,  all  who  knew  him  must  recognise, 
he  could  not  but  admit  that  upon  Lord 
Chirzon  rested  in  a  large  measure  the 
responsibility  for  governing  India  irres- 
pective of,  and  too  often  against,  the 
wishes  of  the  people.     The  climax  of  that 
policy  was  reached  when  he  determined 
upon    the    partition    of    Bengal,    which 
was  one  of  the  greatest  errors,  and  one 
of  the  most  profound  blunders  that  were 
ever  committed  by  the  alien  governors 
of  a   foreign  country.      But  what  was 
the  real  wrong  ?     It  was  that  it  was  an 
administrative  act  carried  out  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  people 
affected.    Thousands    of   meetings   had 
been   held   to   protest   against  it,    and 
there  had  not  been  the  faintest  recogai- 
tion  of  them  by  this  country.     Petitions 
of   protest  and  tebgrams    innum3ralle 
had  been    sent   to    the  Government   of 
India,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but 
they  had  been  ignored.     This  defiance 
of  popular  opinion  was  the  main  cause 
of  |the  discontent.     When  he  [left   the 
Province     of     Bengal     six     years    ago 
there  was  hardly  a  word  heard  of  un- 
rest and  it  was  solely  due  to  the  policy 
of  the  (Government  that  it  had  arisen. 
Bengal  was  the  most  important  province 
of  India,    and    what    Bengal    thought 
to-day,    the     rest  of    India    generally 
thought  to  morrow.     But  what  had  been 
done  to    soothe  matters   in  other  pro- 
vinces? Let  them  look  at  Madras.  Gentle- 
men of  position  in  that  province  had  been 
prosecuted  for  sedition,  and  the  Courts 
had  sentenced  them  to  transportation 
for  life.     That  was  a  monstrous  thing. 
What  was  the  result  of  sentences  of  that 


Revenue  Accounts, 


210 


kind  ?  It  was  that  they  drove  the 
peaceable  citizens  of  Madras  into  the 
ssme  degree  of  irritation  and  unrest  as 
existed  in  Bengal.  It  was  the  same  in 
Bombay.  The  most  influential  citizen 
of  Bombay  was  being  now  proceeded 
against  for  sedition,  and  it  would 
be  improper  under  the  circumstances 
to  comment  upon  the  proceedings,  but 
he  thought  that  to  seize  the  present 
moment  to  prosecute  the  most  popular 
man  in  Bombay  was  simply  suicidal.  If 
the  Government  wanted  to  create  dis- 
content and  imrest  in  Bombay  they  had 
certainly  adopted  the  very  best  means  of 
attaining  their  object.  As  to  the  violence 
of  the  Indian  Press  it  was  no  doubt  very 
bad  in  some  cases,  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  there  was  considerable  justification 
for  it  in  the  language  used  by  our  own 
Anglo-Indian  Press  of  India.  He  had 
seen  articles  calling  th.e  most  distinguished 
natives  of  India  polecats  and  cowards, 
and  some  of  the  papers  even  appealed 
to  the  authorities  to  flog  the  Congress 
leaders.  What  was  the  remedy  ?  That 
was  the  real  question.  We  were  face  to 
face  with  a  situation  of  extraordinary 
difficulty  ;  and  nothing  short  of  a  recon- 
structed form  of  Indian  Government 
would  meet  the  case.  He  noticed  that  in 
a  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  other 
day.  Lord  Morley  referred  to  this  ques- 
tion.   He  said — 

"  For  my  part,  I  have  no  ambition  to  nnder* 
take  suoh  a  task.  * 


He  might  have  no  ambition  to  imder- 
take  the  task,  but  imless  he  faced  the 
great  problem  of  reconstructing  the 
form  of  Indian  government,  neither  he 
nor  the  Government  he  represented 
would  ever  get  to  the  bottom  of  the 
unrest  and  discontent.  What  was  the 
present  form  of  Government  ?  It  was 
administration  through  the  Indian  Civil 
Service.  He  knew  something  of  the 
Indian  Civil  Service ;  probably  no  man 
in  England  knew  more  than  himseF. 
Both  his  father  and  grandfather  served 
thirty  years  in  the  Service;  he  was 
cradled  in  it  and  rose  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  place,  becoming  a  Governor 
of  a  province,  and  served  thirty-five  years 
in  it ;  and  he  had  a  son  now  serving 
in  it.  His  family  connection  with  the 
Service  therefore  extended  considerably 
over  100  years,  ^^d^.J^^05i§^^  know 
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iBometlung  about  it.    The  Service  had 
done  magnificent  work   in    the    past; 
it  was  a  splendid  Service,  and  he  was 
I>rotid   to   have   belonged   to   it ;   but, 
Uke  other  great  institutions,  it  had  had 
its  day,  and  the  time  had  conje  when  it 
W3i   bound   to   pass   away  and  make 
room    for    an    improved,    altered,    and 
more  representative  system  of  govern- 
ment.   The   Indian    Civil    Service   was 
consistent    only    with    absolute*  auto- 
cracy and  a  bureaucratic  form  of  rule. 
It  was  really  suited  only  to  the  govern- 
ment of  a  people  by  foreigners.    The 
time  had  come  when  it  was  necessary 
to  review  the  position  which  the  march 
of  events  had  rendered  untenable,  and 
the  Government  would  have  to  consider 
In  some  way  or  another  this  large  ques- 
tion of  the  reconstruction  of  the  Indian 
Civil     Service.    All    judicial     appoint- 
ments— he  was  speaking  generally  and 
not  in  regard  to  backward  tracts — should 
be    taken     away    from    that    service, 
end    fehould    be     held    exclusively  by 
those     who     were      trained     in     the 
knowledge    and    practice    of    the    law. 
Judicial  duties  should  no  longer  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  officers  who  were  wholly 
•executive  in  their  training  and  habits. 
That  was  one  great  change  which  would 
have^  to  be  effected,  and  we  shou  d  also 
have  to  adopt  a  more  popular  and  repre- 
sentative form  of  executive  administrat  ion* 
At    the    time    the    Civil    Service    was 
organised  it  was  felt,  and  Vightly  felt 
that  India .  must  be ,  governed    on    an 
autocratic,    one-man-rule    method.    We 
had  got  beyond  that  now,  and  expected 
Iiiberal    statesmen,    when     they    were 
responsible    for    the    affairs    of    India, 
to     look     at     the     question    from    an 
altered  point  of  view.     Didhon.  Members 
believe  that  any  form  of  administration 
of  a  country  could  be  permanent  when 
it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  small  number  of 
foreign  emigrtints,  pilgrims  ard  strangers 
who  were  conlinually  coming  and  going, 
and  who,  while  in  India,  were  in  a  state 
of     isolation     in    religion,     ideas,    and 
manners  from  the  people  of  the  country? 
We  could  no  longer  continue  to  govern 
India  on  lines  suited  only  to  a  slavish 
and  ignorant  population.    And  yet  that 
was  what  we  were  endeavouring  to  do 
when  we  declined  to  face  the  problem 
of  reconstructing  a  form  of  administration 
which  was  est^ablished  more  than  100  years 
Sir  H.  Cotton, 


ago,  and  which  the  course  df  events  had 
rendered  altogether  inappropriate  to  the 
present  time.  He  could  conceive  no  more 
igr.oble  and  unworthy  policy  than  that  a 
great  Power  like  England  shoxdd  avowedly 
continue  to  govern  the  Indian  people  with 
the  deliberate  intention,  of  holding  them 
in  perpetual  subjection  and  with  the  set 
purpose  of  preventing  their  advance  to 
freedom.  That  he  laid  down  as  a  broad 
principle,  which  ought  to  meet  with  general 
acceptance  on  a  Liberal  Front  Bench. 
But  when  they  came  to  discuss  the 
problem  of  the  future  of  India  they  were 
met  as? Lord  Morley  nfet  them  in  a 
speech  he  once  made  by  sajdng  :  "  You 
are  crying  for  the  moon."  Even  Lord 
Courtney,  good  friend  to  India  as  ho 
was,  had  suggested  that  these  were  mere 
idle  dreams.  And  yet  these  things  were 
not  idle  dreams  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
of  India.  We  had  imparted  our  Western 
ideas  to  them;  they  had  learnt  from 
us  the  conception  of  freedom ;  and,  when 
they  were  trpng  to  develop  it  and  work 
it  out,  instead  of  co-operating  with  them 
and  assisting  and  encouraging  them  so 
as  to  bridge  over  the  disturbance  which 
must  inevitably  exist  in  any  change  in  the 
form  of  Government,  we  resorted  to 
coercion  and  transportation,  sometime; 
even  without  trial.  These  remedies  would 
never  meet  the  existing  situation, and  that 
was  why  he  urged  that  a  Committee  of 
the  House  should  be  appointed  in  order 
to  consider  these  wide  questions,  to  take 
evidence  from  all  points  of  view,  and  to 
advise  the  English  nation  on  the  course 
which  should  be  followed.  The  present 
moment  in  India  was  critical.  There 
was  no  doubt  about  that.  So  far  from  our 
difficulties  being  over  we  were  only  on 
the  threshold  of  them,  and  what  might 
happen  in  the  future  depended  entirely 
on  the  wisdom,  sagacity,  and  Liberalisni 
with  which  this  crisis  might  be  met  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Under-Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  debate, 
had  travelled  over  a  considerable  area 
and  many  most  interesting  speeches 
had  been  made,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  reply  in 
detail  to  them.  He  had  occupied  a 
great  deal  of  time  already,  and  he  di(^ 
not  think  it  would  be  fair  if  he  were  to 
occupy  much  9||f,|tf^(^6q[j^d  listcnc4 


213 


East  India 


{22  July  1908} 


Revenue  AccawUs, 


214 


to  all  the  speeches  with  great  interest 
and  they  had  been  most  suggestive, 
and  ^  he  hoped  they  would  be  helpful  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  difficult 
task  that  lay  before  him.  He  confessed 
there  were  some  things  in  the  speech 
of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Nottingham  which  would  not  escactly 
make  their  task  easier,  because  he  must 
really  recognise,  as  other  speakers  had, 
that  they  could  only  go  gradually  in 
advance.  They  had  shown  their  willing- 
ness to  do  that,  and  he  hoped  that,  when 
their  scheme  was  produced,  the  fair 
mind  of  Members  and  of  his  hon.  friend 
himself  would  acknowledge  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  take  a  real  step 
in  advance.  He  could  not  help  thinking, 
whilst  his  hon.  friend  was  speaking,  that 
perhaps  some  of  the  sentiments  to  which 
he  gave  expression  would  not  render  a 
gradual  and  somewhat  limited  advance 
in  the  first  stages  as  acceptfible  as  it 
otherwise  might  have  been.  But  he 
welcomed  the  statements  made  by  other 
hon.  Members.  They  had  had  an  in- 
teresting speech  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford,  which  was  full  of  suggestive 
ideas,  and  they  had  had  an  interesting 
speech'from  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr, 
and  although  he  did  not  profess  that 
they  would  be  able  to  agree  with  the 
proposals  in  detail  made  by  the  hon. 
Member,  they  were  practical  proposals 
put  forward  in  a  practical  way.  They 
had  them  under  his  name  in  the  dossier 
at  the  India  Office,  and  they  were  pre- 
pared to  consider  them  in  detail  with 
other  practical  and  substantial  pro- 
posals which  he  had  from  time  to  time 
thought  right  to  put  his  name  to.  The 
general  point  raised  had  been  the  question 
of  education.  As  he  had  said  in  his 
opening  remarks,  they  did  not  spend 
so  much  money  on  education  as  Ihey 
would  like  to,  but  the  amount  had  in- 
creased and  was  increasing.  Instead 
of  the  figure  .  being  something  .  like 
£1,600,000,  they  really  spen^  out  of 
public  funds  in  India  more  like  £2,600,000, 
and  they  were  progressing  in  that 
direction.  Action  had  been  taken  upon 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  referred 
to,  and  they  had  been  doing  a  certain 
amount  with  regard  to  technical  and 
agricultural  education,  and,  he  hoped,  they 
would  be  able  1»  do  more  with  regard  to 
vernacular    education.    Technical    edu- 


cation was  rather  a  difficult  matter.  Tt 
was  an  expensive  form  of  education  to 
start,  and  he  was  bound  to  state^from 
information  he  had  obtained  that  some 
of  their  efiorts  had  not  been  wholly 
successful  and  acceptable  io  those  for 
whose  benefit  they  had  been  intended. 
They  hoped,  however,  that  the  difficulties 
might  be  obviated  by  arrangements  better 
suited  to  the  desires  and  occupations 
of  the  different  localities  in  India;.  They 
were  very  much  alive  to  all  the  suggestions 
^hich  had  been  made  with  regard  to 
education,  and  particularly  to  the  sug- 
gested improvements  in  administration. 
Principally  on  financial  grounds  they 
could  not  undertake  largely  to  increase  the 
amount  of  money  they  could  afford  to 
spend  upon  education  in  the  future.  It 
was  one  of  the  subjects,  certainly.  Lord 
Morley  hid  very  really  at  heart,  and  he 
hoped  to  make  very  substantial  progress 
during  the  time  he  remained  in  office. 
Although  the  debate  on  the  Amehd- 
ment  had  been  exceedingly  wide  there 
were  hon.  Members  who  wished  to  speak 
on  other  subjects  which  would  not  bo 
in  order  on  this  Amendment.  In  order 
that  they  might  have  that  opportuuity 
it  was  desirable  that  the  discussion  oh 
the  Amendment  should  come  to  a  con- 
clusion so  that  the  remainder  of  the 
time  at  ^heir  disposal  m'ght  be  devot^Td 
to  other  subjects. 

♦Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  (Newington, 
Walworth)  said  that  the  debate  was  a 
distinct  improvement  upon  previous  de- 
bates, for  there  had  been  exhibited  a  rer-l 
desire  to  approach  the  question  of  the 
Government  of  India  in  a  sincerely 
sjrmpathetic  spirit.  He  did  not  yrish  to 
refer  to  the  criticisms  which  had  been 
passed  upon  a  few  Indian  representative 
members  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  but 
he  thought  he  was  justified  in  protesting 
against  the  language  used  in  another 
place  by  a  distinguished  nobleman  who 
once  held  the  position  of  Viceroy. 

♦Mr.  speaker  reminded  the  hor. 
Member  that  it  was  contrary  to  custom 
to  answer  in  the  House  of  Commons 
speeches  made  in  another  place.  i 

♦Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  said  that  under 
the  c  irrumstrijjCe^^g^g  would  not  pursue 
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tliat  subject.  He  wished,  however,  to  asso- 
ciate himself  with  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil, 
whose  able  speech  had  shown  the  utmost 
toleration,  and  he  felt  sure  that  the 
feeling  of  the  House  generally  was  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  been  most  grossly 
maligned .  He  had  been  maligned  himself, 
but  perhaps  in  a  less  degree.  His  name 
had  also  been  associated  with  the 
Extremists  in  India,  but  his  own  opinion 
was  that  Extremists,  either  in  India  or 
Ireland,  were  a  positive  danger  to  reform 
and  good  Government.  He  wished  to 
associate  himself  with  the  appeal  which 
had  been  made  to  the  India  Office  to 
re-consider  the  partition  of  Bengal.  On 
this  subject  he  had  always  spoken  with 
the  utmost  moderation,  as  he  absolutely 
recognised  that  there  was  a  very  strong 
case  in  favour  of  the  partition  which  was 
considered  necessary  in  order  to  help  the 
Government  to  carry  out  its  duties. 
But  admitting  that,  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  India  Office  sat  on  its 
heels  and  refused  to  recognise  that  a  great 
protest  had  been  made.  Those  who 
protested  were  absolutely  loyal  subjects 
find  embraced  some  of  the  greatest  and 
most  distinguished  natives  of  India. 
The  men  who  pressed  this  matter  most 
on  the  (Jovernment  were  the  territorial 
aristocracy.  Three  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  in  Bengal  who  were 
behind  this  protest  were  refused  a  hearing 
at  Calcutta,  and  that  he  could  not  under- 
stand. The  eminent  officials  at  the 
India  Office  were  the  salt  of  the  Indian 
Civil  Service,  and  why  a  body  of  that 
sort  should  refuse  to  listen  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Bengali  people  passed  his 
understanding.  He  begged  the  House 
to  use  the  influence  it  possessed  to 
press  the  India  Office  to  smooth  this 
matter  over  and  arrange  the  partition  in 
such  a  way  as  to  obviate  the  bre&king 
up  of  the  Bengr-li  people.  He  would 
not  enter  into  any  ekborate  argument 
in  regard  to  this  partition.  When 
45,000,000  of  people  spoke  the  same 
hnguage  it  was  a  considerable  argument 
in  favour  of  their  ancient  rights  to  be 
called  a  nation.  Bengal  was  a  nation, 
and  the  people  there  had  spoken  the 
language  for  centuries  ;  as  long  as  the 
English  people  had  spoken  English. 
The  only  claim  they  made  was  to  be 
allowed  ^to    keep    the    Bengali-speaking 
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districts  under  one  governor.  It  was  a 
reasonable  request.  During  the  past 
three  years  much  wrong  had  been  done 
and  much  bitterness  had  been  aroused, 
and  he  believed  that  the  feeling  against 
British  govempaent  would  go  on  as  long 
as  we  insisted  on  this  partition.  He  was 
ready  to  say  that  British  Government  in 
India  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  the 
civilisation  of  India.  He  could  not  express 
his  opinion  too  strongly  as  to  the  necessity 
of  giving  the  Government  every  possible 
form  of  support  when  it  had  to  deal  with 
such  crimes  as  had  recently  been  com- 
mitted, but  if  the  Government  of  India 
was  to  receive  that  support  from  the 
people  of  India  the  only  way  to  justify 
our  rule  was  by  listening  to  the  reasonable 
demands  of  the  people  of  that  country 
and  by  doing  justice  without  too  much 
regard  for  the  amour  propre  of  officials. 


^Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincohishire,  Sleaford) 
said  he  would  like  to  join  in  the  appeal 
which  had  been  made  by  hon.  Members 
in  regard  to  the  partition  of  Bengal.  It 
must  seem  exceedingly  strange  to  the 
people  of  India  that  we  in  this  country 
should  take  so  much  interest  in  their 
education.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  in  all  of  the  more  essential  matters 
of  education  the  people  of  India  were 
1,000  years  ahead  of  the  British.  He 
had  recently  seen  a  description  of  a 
University  in  India,  which  flourished 
about  1,500  years  ago,  where  there  were 
100  lecture-pulpits  from  which  100  pro- 
fessors could  simultaneously  address  the 
1 0,000  students  who  were  there  assembled. 
He  was  not  sure  that  the  education  there 
given  was  such  as  was  suited  for  a  con- 
quering people.  He  rather  thought  there 
was  some  truth  in  the  remark  of  a  Scottish 
sergeant,  who  was  with  the  British  Army 
when  it  was  conquering  Upper  Bui-mah. 
Referring  to  the  Buddhist  priests,  who 
would  not  fight  nor  ask  the  people  to 
fight  because  they  considered  it  wrong 
to  kill,  he  said  **  They  are  no  use."  The 
Hindoos  were  ahead  of  us  in  the  more 
,  important  parts  of  education,  religion, 
and  philosophy,  but  for  a  conquering 
nation  it  was  more  important  to  know 
how  to  shoot  and  to  fight,  how  to 
lie  and  steal.  With  regard  to  the 
quality  of  our  rule  in  India,  one 
test  of  Government  was  the  death-rate. 
In  the  year  1884-5  the,  death-rate  was 
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26  per  1,000,  and  in  1904-5  it  was  35 
per  1,000,  an  increase  of  over  40  per  cent, 
in  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

'^'Mr.  REES  :  That  was  because  the 
earlier  statistics  were  not  accurate. 

♦Mr.  LUPrON  said  that  was  what  was 
always  stated  when  statistics  were  in- 
convenient. The  Civil  Service  in  India 
were  quite  capable  of  collecting  statistics 
twenty  years  ago.  The  death-rate  in 
India  had  increased  owing  to  a  state  of 
things  which  was  hardly  a  credit  to  this 
country.  Many  people  there  had  not 
money  to  buy  food.  Tha  extra  Assist- 
ant Commissioner  of  Ferozepore  reported 
that  men  in  many  of  the  villages  ao  not 

get  food  for  two  meals  in  twenty-four 
ours.      In  the  province  of  Agra,  and 
Oudh,  the  Collector  of  Etawa  wrote — 

"  The  united  earnings  of  a  man,  his  wife  and 
two  children  cannot  be  put  at  more  than  48. 
a  month.  This  income  will  eoaiile  the  family 
to  have  one  fairly  good  meal  a  day." 

The  Collector  of  Banda  wrote — 

"  A  very  lar^e  number  of  the  lower  olas^^es 
of  the  population  clearly  demonstrate  by  the 
poorness  of  their  physique  that  they  are 
habitually  half -starvea,  or  have  been  in  early 
years  exposed  to  the  severities  of  a  famine." 

The  Commissioner  of  Fyzabad  quoted 
Mr.  Bennett's  statement  that— 

*'  It  is  not  until  he  has  gone  into  these 
subjects  in  detail  that  a  man  can  fully  ap- 

Sreciate  how  terribly  thin  the  line  is  which 
ivides  large  masses  of  people  from  absolute 
nakedness  and  starvation." 

and  the  Commissioner  added — 

•*  I  believe  that  remark  Ib  true  of  every 
district  of  Oudh." 

The  same  Commissioner  wrote — 

"  It  has  been  calculated  that  about  sixty  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  native  population  are  sunk 
in  such  abject  poverty  that  unless  the  small 
earnings  of  child- labour  are  added  to  the  small 
general  stock  by  which  the  family  is  kept 
a4ve,  some  of  the  members  would  starve." 

He  could  give  quotation  after  quotation 
from  Indian  officials  to  the  effect  that  the 
people  had  not  enough  to  live  upon.  The 
plague,  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much, 
was  only  a  symptom  of  a  state  of  things 
in  India  which  was  hardly  creditable 
to  our  Government.  The  first  thing  a 
good  (Government  should  do  was  to  see 
that  its  people  were  well-fed  and  not  half- 
starved ;  and  how  could  the  people  be 
well-fed  when  the  income  of  the  natives 
over  great  parts  of  India  was  only  ^d. 


per  day?  That  was  the  glorious  Em- 
pire in  India  which  the  House  was 
asked  to  uphold.  In  his  opinion,  the 
sooner  a  Government  which  was  unable 
to  support  its  people  came  to  an  end  the 
better.  The  reason  was  that  the  crops 
raised  by  the  people  of  India  were  not 
sufficient  and  that  production  was  going 
down.  In  the  Central  Provinces  the 
produce  per  acre  was  only  372  lbs.  per 
annum,  whereas  the  Government  estimate 
was  600  lbs.  In  Berar,  for  nine  years 
ending  1900,  the  average  product  of 
wheat  per  annum  was  only  144J  per  acre 
as  against  2,000  lbs.  in  England.  Here 
they  had  proof  that  India  was  not  in  a 
condition  sufficient  to  support  the  people. 
The  reason  for  that  was  that  the  taxes 
extorted  from  the  people  were  excessive, 
and  accordingly  they  went  to  the  money 
lender,  and  ^e  money  lender  compelled 
them  to  sell  their  grain  at  once  and 
at  a  l)w  pries.  The  consequence 
was  that  they  could  not  get  stock 
to  manure  the  land,  the  land  got 
worse,  the  people  became  poorer,  and 
when  a  failure  of  rain  came  they  had  to 
starve.  All  that  was  done  for  th^  sake 
of  maintaining  great  armaments  in 
India.  It  had  been  said  that  India  was 
lightly  taxed,  but  the  taxation  had 
greatly  increased  in  twenty  years.  The 
Indian  Budget  for  1887-8  showed  that 
the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  raised  was 
774,000,000  rupees,  whereas  the  estimate 
for  1907-8  was  1,116,000,000  rupees, 
or  an  increase  in  twenty  years  of  44  per 
cent.,  and  a  great  part  of  that  extra 
taxation  had  been  got  out  of  the  land. 
If  the  revenue  from  land  was  taken,  the 
figure  for  1887-8  was,  in  round  numbers, 
229,000,000  rupees ;  whereas  in  1907-8 
it  amounted  to  304,000,000  rupees,  or  an 
increase  of  32  per  cent.  If,  however, 
instead  of  taking  the  land  revenue  alone, 
the  items  of  irrigation  and  forests  were 
added,  the  total  revenue  from  the  soil 
in  1887-8  was  246,000,000  rupees,  and  in 
1907-8,  383,000,000  rupees,  showing  an 
increase  of  55  per  cent.  He  would  now 
consider  what  this  money  raised  from  the 
poor  people  of  India  was  speut  upon. 
In  1887-8  the  Army,  including  expendi- 
ture on  military  works,  cost  India 
205,000,000  rupees;  in  1907-8  it  had 
increased  to  309,000,000  rupees,  an  in- 
crease of  60  per  cent.  The  great  bugbear 
of  Russia  no  ^o^^^c^^^^d  there 
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w&s^O  justification  whatever  of  such  a 
t^trible  increase  in  expenditure  on  arma- 
ments. But  take  the  expenditure  on 
salaries  and  the  expenses  of  the  Civil 
Department.  That  was  in  1887-8, 
21*0,000,000  rupees,  contrasted  with 
379,000,000  rupees  in  1907-8,  or  an 
increase  of  51  per  cent.  The  total 
eitpeHditure  on  the  Civil  Service,  collec- 
tion, pensions,  and  Army  had  increased 
Ir6m'^  455,000,000  rupees  in  1887-8,  to 
688,000,000  rupees  in  1907^,  an  in- 
criease  of  51  per  cent.  The  Hindoo  got 
very  little  benefit  from  all  that.  He 
would  compare  the  expenditiyre  in  India 
with  the  expenditure  in  England  to  show 
how  the  former  told  on  the  poor.  The 
+vjtal  income  of  the  entire  population  of 
India  was  r  estimated  by  Digby  at 
£284,000,000  a  year.  It  was  calculated 
that  the  income  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Kingdom  was  £1,800,000,000,  or 
more'  than  six  times  as  much.  If  we 
spenton  our  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Service 
in  proportion  to  our  wealth,  what  was 
KpJBut  in  India,:  we  would  spend 
£276i000,000  instead  of  £94,000,000. 
Tlieve  was  no  wonder  that  there  was 
imreSt'  in  Indi«.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the' House  should  calmly  -considsr  whether 
it  inte(nded  to  bleed  India  white,  and  go 
cni  taking  from  the  poor  Indian  people 
those  taxes  from  which  they  ^  got  no 
rdtorti.  It  would-be  very  easy  to  reduce 
the  taxation  in  India  if  native  instead  of 
Etiropean  servants  and  admimstrators 
were-  employed.  .  The  wages  of  a 
Ettf<xpeim  were  fottytinies  those  of  a 
Hin^O)  and  there  was,  therefore. 
no^w6nder  that  India  was  being  ruiaed. 
Th^  rupee  had  come  down  in  twenty 
years,  but  the  price  of  wheat,  the  chief 
pro<hiot  of  the  India  ryot,  had  come 
ifmn  in  like  ratio,  and  the  ryots  had 
\(y  pay  1^  rupees  for  every  rupee  they  paid 
iil^xation  twenty  years  ago.  He  would 
liot  go  further  into  this,  as  he  thought 
he  had  said  quite  enough  to  show  that  the 
case  of  •  India  required  serious  .  recon- 
sideration* The  plagues  and  famines 
would  never  be  got  rid  of  imtil  this  ex- 
travagant expenditure  on  the  Army  and 
Civil  Services  was  stopped,  and  taxation 
Was  also  stopped  altogether  in  the 
poor  districts  for  some  five  years  or 
so,  in  order  that  the  cultivators  of  India 
tnight  recover.  They  were  the  hardest 
worked    and    most    industrious    people 
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isl  the  world,  and  if  some  hope  was  given 
to  them  that  what  they  earned  woidd  go 
to  them  and  their  family,  in  that  way 
India  might  in  twenty  years  again  become 
a  prosperous  country.  At  present  our 
rule  did  no  good  to  India.  India  had  been 
called  a  rich  coimtry  and  was  until  we 
went  there  and  destroyed  their  manu- 
factures and.  their  shippings  We  had 
done  this  by  laws  deliberately  passed  to 
bring  that  about.  We  were  now  destroying 
their  agriculture,  their  last  resource,  by 
excessive  taxation,  and  it  would  be  a 
disgrace  to  this  country  and  to  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  if  they 
did  not,  now  that  they  were  in  power, 
take  the  opportunity  of  trying  to  stop 
the  ruin  of  India  and  of  the  people  who, 
for  a  time,  were  committed  to  our  care 
in  that  coimtry. 

Question  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Bath)  rose  to  call 
attention  to  the  Motion  standing  in 
his  name  dealing  with  the  condition  of 
the  church  accommodation  for  soldiers 
of  the  Anglican  community  in  India. 
It  raised,  he  said,  a  question  of  national 
importance.  The  difficulty  arose  in  this 
way.  In  1860  certain  Regulations  were 
made  by  the  Grovemment  of  India  for 
the  provision  of  churches  for  British 
troops  in  India,  and  under  Rule  3  a 
church  was  provided  fpr  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  for  the  Protestant  com- 
munities in  the  Army.  That  rule  laid 
down  that  the  word  "Protestant" 
should  include  Wesleyans,  Presbyterians, 
and  other  denominations.  It  was  under- 
stood that  there  should  not  be  more 
than  one  Protestant  church  provided, 
and  certain  regulations  were  drawn  up, 
but  under  this  rule  that  church  was  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  authority  of  the 
Anglican  Church  in  India.  For  thirty 
years  that  rule  had  never  been  acquiesced 
in  by  the  Scottish  Church  authority.  It 
m^t  with  ascertain  sense  of  satisfaction 
because  it  was  interpreted  in  a  tolwant 
sjHxit..  But  a  change  came  over  the 
tolerai;it  attitude  in  1897,  and  certain 
revised,  rules  were  contemplated  to 
provide  that  in  the  event  pi  anv  jdisput^ 
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witb  regard  to  the  use  of  the  chnroh,  so 
f  Jir  as  the. military  authorities  were  con- 
comed  the  final  appeal  should  be  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  station.  If 
t\e  question  of  want  of  accommodation 
in  Protestant  churches  for  these  Protes- 
tant communities  had  been  left  to  the 
military  or  the  Civil  authority  no  diffi- 
culty would  have  arisen,  but  the  decision 
was  left  to  the  ecclesiastical  authorities, 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  Civil 
Government  there  the  difficulty  had 
rimained  persistent.  Some  of  the  h?rd- 
s'ups  which  the  Scottish  regiments  had  to 
suffer  with  regard  to  this  were  very  great. 
They  had  no  church  set  apart  for  the 
Scottish. chaplain,  and  frequently  had  to 
worship  in  the  school-room  or  music  hall 
where  the  remains  of  the  last  night's  en- 
tfiirtaiament  had  been  left,  which  did  not 
tend  to  a  spirit  of  reverence.  The  position 
was  that  the  Scottish  regiments  sent  to 
India  had  to  pivot  around  Presbyterian 
places  of  worship  except  in  cases  of 
military  emergency.  What  was  the 
r3sult  ?  He  mentioned  the  glaring  case 
of  the  2nd^  Battalion  Grordon  Highlanders. 
For  years  they  had  been  near  the  frontier 
expecting  to  take  their  place  in  the  recent 
war.  When  they  were  at  Peshawar  they 
were  ordered  to  march  to  the  front. 
Subsequently  they  received  an  order 
to  go  back  to  Calctitta,  where  they  now 
were,  and  the  Manchester  regiment  was 
moved  right  up  to  the  north  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders.  Every- 
body would  agree  that  that  was  extremely 
hr,rd  lines  on  the  Gordon  Highlanders, 
who  had  been  waiting  on  the  Frontier 
to  take  their  proper  part  in  the  campaign. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  The 
Gordon  Highlanders  were  in  Calcutta 
to-day  and  were  not  in  a  state  of  mutiny, 
but  of  great  unrest  and  discontent,  on 
account  of  the  hardships  imposed  on 
them  owing  to  the  uncharitable  action 
of  the  Anglican  authorities  in  India. 
The  regulations  enforced  were  ridiculous. 
The  idea  that  Scottish  regiments  were  to 
pivot  around  such  meagre  provision  as 
might  be  made  for  Presbyterians,  while 
other  regiments  coming  many  years  later 
cou^d  be  moved  about  the  whole  of 
India  in  accordance  with  military  neces- 
sity, was  enough  to  break  the  heart  of  any 
soldier  in  any  regiment  in  the  British 
Atmy,  He  ventured  to  hope  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  difficulties  in  the  wcy 


of  the  Secretary  of  State  he  would  see 
that  iot  the  future  the  Government 
building  set  apart  for  religious  worship 
should  not  be  consecrated  to  the  use  of 
any  one  denomination,  but  should  be 
open  and  free  to  all  in  the  British  Army. 
So  long  as  such  churches  were  claimed  for 
one  denomination  they  should  be  kept 
at  the  sole  expense  of  that  denopaination: 
•He  hoped  a  common-sense  opinion  would 
prevail  upon  those  who  were  at  present 
standing  in  the  way  of  a  reasonable 
settlement  of  a  mostirritating  problem. 

♦Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross)  said  that  the  Scottish 
Members,  believed  that  the  Scottish 
regiments  were  under  a  great  dis- 
advantage at  the  present  time  because 
they  were  not  sent  to  places  to  whic'h 
otherwise  they  would  be  sent  as  there 
was  no  place  there  in  which  they  could 
worship.  They  had  no  wish  to  makie 
any  complaint  against  the  Anglican 
Church  except  to  say  that  these  were 
Government  churches,  and  that  Presby-. 
terian  services  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be 
conducted  in  them.  But  the  Anglican 
authorities  had  gone  further  than  not 
providing  facilities,  they  had  actually 
when  they  had  allowed  Presbyterians 
to  worship  in  these  churches,  forbidden 
the  ministers  of  the  Scottish  churches  to 
administer  the  Communion  there.  That 
was  a  great  insult.  These  churches 
were  built  by  the  Government  out  of 
public  money  and  the  clergy  were  mostly 
paid  bypubUc  money.  As  these  churches 
were  built,  maintained  and  supported^ 
by  public  money  they  ought  to  be 
as  free  for  the  administration  of 
the  Presbyterian  Communion  as  fho 
administration  of  the  Anglican  Corh- 
muaions.  They  did  not  quarrel  with 
either  the  Anglicans  or  the  Roman 
Catholics,  but  they  did  say  that  for  the. 
Scottish  troops  to  be  kept  at  Calcutta 
and  not  given  the  same  chance  as  other 
regiments,  because  there  was  not  h 
Pre8b)rterian  church  in  a  district  to 
which  otherwise  they  would  be  sent,  was 
a  grievance  under  which  they  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  suffer.  At  the 
present  time  the  Scottish  regiments 
were  being  unfairly  treated  because  they 
were  kept  in  places  where  there  was  not 
a  Presbyterian  church.  If  in  other  places 
they  were  allowed  to  worship  in  J;he|M,mQ 
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churches  as  the  other  denominations 
they  would  have  the  same  chances  as 
other  regiments. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON    (Leith 
Burghs)  said  it  was  stated  in  the  White 
Paper  recently  issued  that  this  was  a 
question  between  the  Church  of  Scotland 
and  the  Government  on  one  hand,  and 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  other ;   but  all  the  churches 
in  Scotland  had  the  same  interest  in  the 
matter  as  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and 
the  whole  of  Scotland  was  unanimous 
and  felt  very  deeply  upon  the  point.     He 
quite  recognised  that  the  scandal  attend- 
ing the  consecration  of  churches  in  India 
would,   under  the   Secretary  of  State's 
despatch,  now  cease,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  suggested  remedy  would  be  accepted 
as  such,  either  by  Scotland  or  by  Scots- 
men in  the  Army.     The  official  papers 
referred  to-six  or  seven  Scottish  Infantry 
battalions,  but  they  by  no  means  repre- 
sented all  the  Scottish  soldiers  in  India. 
The  artillery  was  very  largely  recruited 
in  Scotland  and  in  many  of  the  cavalry 
and  other  regiments  they  found  a  large 
proportion  of  Scotsmen.     They  had  to 
consider  not  six  or  seven  Scottish  bat- 
talions,   but   the    Presbyterians   in   the 
Army,   and  he  ventured  to  say  other 
Protestants  who  were  probably  even  a 
larger  proportion  of   the   Army.      The 
present  system  under  which  the  Anglican 
bishop  or  chaplain  had  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit services  of  any  other  denomination 
in  churches  erected  by  the  Government 
of  India  was  intolerable.    It  had  been 
worked  without  much  Christian  feeling, 
and  they  woidd  never  consent  to  the 
present  arrangement.    It  was  proposed  in 
the  last  despatch  that  a  Scottish  regiment 
should  be  concentrated  where  there  was 
an    unconsecrated    church.      That    was 
extremely    unsatisfactory.     Those    who 
went  into  the  military  service  wanted  to 
go  where  there  was  likely  to  be  work, 
and  in  many  of  the  frontier  places  they 
would  not  find  an  unconsecrated  place 
of  worship,  and  again  the  unconsecrated 
places  often  compared  unfavourably  with 
the  consecrated  places  of  worship.     It 
was  not  quite  fair  to  call  upon  the  people 
of  India  to  provide  churches  for  every 
variety  of  Christianity  that  happened  to 
be  represented  in  India,  and  the  principle 
that   there    should    be   one    Protestant 
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Church  in  each  station  was  the  soimdest. 
They  therefore  asked  and  expected  that 
Protestants  who  did  not  happen  to  be 
Anglicans  should  be  allowed  to  hold  their 
services,  solemnise  marriages,  baptisms, 
and  the  sacraments  in  the  churches 
provided  by  the  Government,  and  that 
no  Government  grant  should  be  given 
to  such  churches  from  which  they  were 
excluded.  It  was  not  a  matter  which 
could  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
bishops  of  the  Anglican  Church  ;  it  was 
not  from  them  that  they  sought  their 
rights;  they  sought  them  from  the 
Government. 

Mr.  C.  E.  PRICE  (Edinburgh,  Central) 
said  that  very  strong  feeling  on  the  subject 
had  been  roused  in  Scotland,  and  he 
scarcely  thought  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  realised  the  strength  of  that  feeling, 
or  he  would  not  have  issued  the  reporl) 
or  suggestion  referred  to.  He  noticed 
the  other  day  that  in  reply  to  a  question 
the  Under-Secretary  referred  to  thejc 
Protestants   as  Nonconformists. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  never  used  that 
word. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  said  he  did  not 
^.atch  the  expressioij  himself,  but  it 
appeared  in  the  report  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Answer.  He  might  have 
used  it  unwittingly^ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  Never;  it  must 
be  a  mistake  of  the  reporters. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  said  he  was  aware 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  say 
they  intended  to  make  provision  for  all 
Presbyterian  soldiers  in  the  different 
stations  in  India,  but  that  would  not 
meet  the  case.  There  wore  other  soldiers 
beside  Presbyterians,  and  the  only  way 
in  which  they  could  meet  the  difficulty 
was  to  allow  all  denominations  to  use 
the  churches.  He,  therefore,  suggested 
that  no  further  grant  should  be  made 
to  the  churches,  either  for  capital  ex- 
penditure or  maintenance,  unless  they 
had  an  assurance  that  they  would  be 
open  to  the  various  denominations 
represented  by  the  soldiers.  It  was 
nothing  short  of  a  scandal  that  they 
should  place  an  annual  charge  for  the 
[  churches  upon  the  JP^opJ©  fifc^^*  ^^ 


:225 


East  India 


{22  July  1908}  Bevenue  Accounts. 


were  of  an  entirely  different  religion. 
If  there  was  to  be  any  charge,  it  should 
be  placed  upon  this  country,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  should  rely  upon  the 
"Christian  communities  to  support  their 
own  churches. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  quite  agreed 
with  his  colleagues   from  Scotland  that 
Gotland   and   Scottish   soldiers   had   a 
•grievance,  and  he  shared  their  natural 
feeling  with  regard  to  the  action  taken 
by  the  officials  of  the  Anglican  Church ; 
but  they  must  look  at  the  facts.     There 
was  one  sentence  in  the  White  Paper 
which    was    not     read     by    the    hon. 
Uember  for  Bath,  and  to  which  no  one 
^Ise  had  paid  any  regard.     It  was  the 
kernel  of  the  whole  matter.    When  the 
-difficulty  arose,  and  it  became  serious,  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  1899,  Lord  George 
IBEamilton,   took  the   legal   opinions   of 
Hr.   Cohen   and   two   other   authorities 
and  had  it  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of 
law  officers  of  the  Crown.     Their  opinion 
was  that  under  the  form  in  which  per- 
mission was  given  by  the  Grovemment 
'of  India  to  consecrate    the    churches, 
the  bishops  had  sole  control  over  them. 
They  had  got  the  right  side  of  the  law. 
The  present  position  of  affairs  was  that 
when   this   grievance   arose   they   took 
t^he   best   course   available,    and   found 
out    what    the    grievance    was.    They 
found  out  that  the  best  side  of  the  law 
was      with     the     church     authorities. 
What  was  to  be  done  ?    Surely  the  best 
course   was   that  in   future   from   that 
time    onwards    no    church    which    was 
built  out  of  the  revenues  of  India  should 
be  allowed  to  be  consecrated,  so  that  this 
difficidty  could  not  occur  in  the  future 
in  any  church  built  out  of  the  revenues 
of  India  after  1899.    In  that  matter   he 
thought  they  had  done  their  best.    The 
Government   had    endeavoured    at    the 
principal   stations   in    India   to   supply 
iacilities    for    Presbyterian    soldiers    to 
worship   at    their    own    churches,    and 
that  surely  was   the  desire  of  Scottish 
Members.    He  thought  Scottish  soldiers 
should  have  proper  facilities  for  attend- 
ing   the    Scottish    Church.    [An    Hon. 
Member  :   What  about  the  Wesleyans  ?] 
Surely  hon.  Members  did  not  propose 
that  they  should  go  back  upon  the  agree- 
ment they  had  made  with  the  authorities 
of    those    consecrated    buildings.    How 
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could  they  possibly  do  that  ?  They 
had  observed  that  agreement  for  five 
years,  and  it  was  a  binding  arrangement. 
As  he  had  already  said  the  authorities 
of  the  church  had  the  best  side  of  the 
law,  and  how  could  they  alter  that  state 
of  things  by  putting  pressure  upon  the 
Government  of  India  ?  Personally  he 
was  not  in  favour  of  altering  the  law 
so  as  to  upset  what  had  been  done  before 
1899,  because  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  fair.  The  GrOvemment  were 
doing  everything  in  their  power  to  supply 
this  want  and  remedy  the  difficulty 
which  had  occurred  by  building  other 
churches  at  the  principal  stations. 

♦Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  the 
reply  which  had  just  been  given  was 
not  at  all  satisfactory.  They  were  very 
much  astonished  to  find  that  one 
particular  Church  had  an  exclusive 
right  to  use  buildings  provided  by  public 
money.  He  thou^t  that  was  most 
unfair.  A  great  many  things  had  been 
legally  done  in  this  country  which  were 
unfair,  but  that  did  not  mean  that  they 
should  continue  for  ever,  and  the  argu- 
ment used  in  this  connection  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  his  opinion 
nonsense.  Why  did  they  disestablish 
the  Irish  Church,  if  they  could  not  alter 
something  which  had  legally  been  done  ? 
The  House  ought  to  insist  upon  having 
fair  play  to  aU  sects  in  India.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  Under-Secretary  for  India 
to  see  that  justice  was  done  to  the  Pres- 
byterians, and  he  hoped  the  law  would 
be  altered  so  ab  to  permit  all  buildings 
built  and  maintained  by  public  money  to 
be  used  by  all  religious  sects.  They 
might  be  told  that  the  Episcopalian 
Church  was  so  powerful  that  die  Govern- 
ment dare  not  go  against  them,  but  that 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  or  England.  There  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  about  this  matter,  and  the 
sooner  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  gave 
way  to  it  the  better  it  would  be  for  him- 
self and  the  Indian  Government,  and  for 
everybody  else  concerned.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  acknowledged  that  it 
was  wrong  and  that  it  was  an  injustice. 
Therefore,  let  them  have  justice  done  to 
all  the  people,  and  let  the  Government 
understand  that  they  must  not  favour 
the  Episcopalian  Church  more  than  any 
other  church.  This  matter  ^^9^W|  J^ot 
H  ^ 
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rest  as  it  was.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man congratulated  himself  on  the  fact 
that  they  could  not  take  a  division  now ; 
if  they  could  have  done  so  his  tone 
would  have  been  very  dif  erent,  but  he  ' 
might  clearly  understand  that  the 
injustice  complained  of  must  be  speedily 
remedied. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire)  said  it  was  perfectly  clear  that 
the  English  law  affecting  the  consecration 
of  buildings  did  not  apply  in  British 
India.  The  Under-Secretary  for  India 
had  referred  to  some  legal  opinion,  but 
imfortunately,  no  details  were  given. 
The  difficulty  in  this  matter  had  arisen 
from  the  supineness  of  the  Government 
of  India.  The  complaint  was  that  the 
Government  ought  never  to  have  given 
such  a  guarantee  as  that  which  had  been 
referred  to.  He  could  appreciate  the 
difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  that,  and  he  could  appreciate 
also  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
about  no  further  church  being  conse- 
crated ;  but  when  he  turned  up  the 
despatch  he  found  it  stated  in  general 
terms  that  no  church  was  in  future  to  be 
consecrated  for  the  Church  of  England 
except  where  church  accommodation 
had  been  set  apart  for  those  of  other 
creeds.  He  did  not  consider  that  that 
went  far  enough.  He  considered  that 
where  churches  were  built  with  Govern- 
ment money  an  exclusive  right  should 
not  be  given  to  any  particular  denomina- 
tion. It  seemed  to  him  that  so  far  as 
existing  churches  were  concerned  public 
money  ought  not  to  be  given  unless  the 
Government  were  to  have  the  control 
of  them.  He  hoped  the  Under-Secretary 
would  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory 
answer  on  that  point. 

i  Mr.  BRIGHT  (Oldham)  said  he  wished 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  Nonconformists 
who  might  be  with  the  Army  in  India. 
It  was  a  monstrous  condition  of  things 
taat  churches  that  had  been  built  from 
the  monies  of  others  in  India  and  also 
from  the  Indian  Exchequer  should  be 
devoted  to  the  use  of  any  particular 
sect.  He  was  not  at  all  content 
to  hear  that  Presbyterians  were  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  future  throughout 
India.  Wesleyans  and  other  Noncon- 
formists had  just  as  much  right  to  be 
Mr.  Mortor, 


regarded  as  Presbyterians,  and  there- 
should  be  no  unfair  discrimination  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglican  Church.  Surely, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
of  India  to  cease  to  pay  sums  of  money  to- 
the  churches.  He  had  a  strong  impres- 
sion that  when  the  clergy  found  that  the 
money  was  not  forthcoming  they  would 
modify  their  views.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  be  able  to  take  a 
view  which  would  have  some  regard 
for  Nonconformists  generally.. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  from  the 
Accounts  presented  to  Parliament  that 
in  1906-7  the  Revenue  of  India  amounted 
to  £73,144,554,  the  expenditure  charged 
against  Revenue  to  £71,555,179,  and  the 
Capital  Expenditure  not  charged  to 
Revenue  to  £8,712,668.— (If r.  Buchanan.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 


GRAND    JURY    (IRELAND)    ACT    (1836> 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Considered  in  Conmiittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : 

Captain  CRAIG  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  insert  at  the  beginning  the  words, 
"  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act.'* 
He  explained  that  this  Amendment  was 
necessary,  so  that  a  subsequent  Amend- 
ment which  he  intended  to  move  on  Clause 
2  might  be  in  order.  The  Amendment  he 
intended  to  move  on  subsection  (2)  of 
Clause  2  was  to  insert  the  words,  "  not 
exceeding  one-half  of  the  whole."  The 
effect  of  that  would  be  to  prevent  a 
county  council  from  having  to  defray 
more  than  half  of  the  expenditure  in- 
volved in  works  which  it  ^might  be 
decided  to  carry  out.  He  simply  wished 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  or  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  was  willing  to  insert    the 
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clause  merely  dealt  with  procedure. 
Under  the  Grand  Juries  Act  the  money 
had  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
county  treasurer.  The  clause  declared 
that  in  the  case  of  the  Department  giving 
the  money  that  would  not  be  necessary. 
The  Bill  was  desired  by  every  maritime 
county  in  Ireland 

Captain  CRAIG  said  that  last  night 
the  Vice-President  had  stated  that  the 
reason  £300  was  increased  to  £1,500  was 
that  in  the  reign  of  King  William  IV. 
£300  meant  more  than  it  did  now. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  That  was  a 
point  I  put  forward. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  The  only  point. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Oh,  no.  It 
was  quite  true,  however,  that  the  cost'of 
labour  and  material  had  increased  since 
those  days,  but  the  real  reason  of  the 
Bin  was  that  works  were  being  delayed, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  see  its 
way  to  rid  the  county  councils  of  j"the 
impediment.  He  did  not  see  that 
Members  from  the  North*  of  Ireland 
or  elsewhere  had  anything  to  gain  by 
stopping  the  coimty  councilsj^  from 
spending    the    rates    as    they    desired. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  said  that 
from  force  of  habit  the  rightt  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  only  stated  half  the  case.  He 
had  mentioned  the  case  of  Ballintoy  in 
which  he  had  interested  himself,  but 
had  been  unable  to  get  a  money  grant. 
Now  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
solitary  follower  was  Member  for  the 
division  in  which  Ballintoy  was  situated 
it  was  possible  to  get  a  grant.  The  existing 
law  was  that  the  county  council  could 
give  £300  and  no  more,  and  the^Depart- 
ment  accordingly  had  to  give  £1,000. 
He  thought  that  was  very  satisfactory. 
What  would  be  the  position  if  the 
Bill  passed  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  say  that  the  Department  would 
put  down  £300  if  the  county  council 
paid  £1,000.  There  would  be  few  sea- 
board members  on  a  county  council, 
and  would  they  be  able  to  persuade 
the  other  members  to  give  £1,000  ? 
It  could  not  be  done  in  the  North 
of  Ireland.  The  real  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  allow  the  Department  to  put  the 
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words,  "not  exceeding  one-half  of  the 
whole."  He  brought  the  Amendment 
forward  because  everyone  knew  that 
on  the  seaboard  the  local  representa- 
tives on  the  county  coimcil  had  not  the 
same  voice  as  those  who  represented  inland 
districts  in  matters  of  expenditure. 
Everyone  knew  the  difficulty  of  getting 
anything  spent  out  of  the  rates  for  the 
fishing  industry  or  for  piers  and  harbours 
in  Ireland.  His  Amendment  would  be 
in  favour  of  those  who  are  carrying  on 
the  fishing  industry.  When  the  Bill 
got  its  Second  Reacting  on  the  previous 
night  the  Chief  Secretary  would  not  say 
a  word  in  explanation,  and  the  reason 
why  he  had  put  down  his  Amendment 
was  to  try  and  elicit  from  him  why  the 
Bill  was  introduced  at  all.  Clause  1 
was  right  enough,  because  it  carried  out 
the  wishes  of  Parliament ;  but  Clause  2 
seemed  to  have  been  introduced  under 
the  influence  of  a  single  follower  of  the 
Government.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  at  the  beginning  of  line  5,  to 
insert  the  words  *'  Subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act.'  "—{Captain  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  op  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone, 
S.)  thought  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber did  not  exactly  realise  what  was 
intended  to  be  done  by  the  Bill.  At  the 
present  time  the  expenditure  of  a  county 
council  on  a  pier  or  similar  work  was 
limited  to  £300.  The  Department  was 
willing  to  contribute  a  certain  sum  in  aid 
of  what  the  counties  were  entitled 
to  spend,  but  there  were  some  works 
they  could  not  aSord  to  assist  unless 
the  county  councils  were  prepared  to 
give  more  money  than  that  authorised  by 
the  Grand  Juries  Act.  It  was  to  meet 
this  difficulty  that  the  Bill  had  been 
introduced.  Quite  recently  the  Count} 
Council  of  Antrim  desired  to  do  some 
work  at  Ballintoy.  They  were  bound  not 
to  go  beyond  £300,  but  the  Department 
liad  agreed  to  give  £1,000,  and  the  work 
would  be  carried  out.  It  was  proposed 
by  the  Bill  that  £1,500  should  take  the 
place  of  £300.    The  remainder  of  the 
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screw  on  the  county  councils,  and  say : 
**  If  you  do  not  find  £1,500  as  the  Bill 
authorises  you,  we  will  not  put  down 
£50,"  knowing  perfectly  well  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  in  Ireland  to  get 
a  county  council  to  make  a  charge  over 
the  whole  county  for  the  purpose.  The 
only  proper  way  out  of  this  was  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  trying 
to  avoid.  If  there  was  to  be  a  contri- 
bution, half  should  come  from  the  county 
and  the  other  half  from  the  Depart- 
ment, instead  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  trying  to  get  the  Depart- 
ment a  free  hand  to  bleed  the  county 
councils  for  the  full  £1,500  a  year,  and 
if  they  did  not  agree  the  Department 
would  do  nothing.  In  the  interests  of 
the  fishermen,  in  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  never  interested  him- 
self until  very  recently,  and  of  the  sea- 
works  along  the  North  Coast  of  Ireland 
of  which  he  spoke  so  sneeiingly  it  was 
necessary  that  these  piers  should  be 
provided,  and  that  the  condition  should 
not  be  imposed  on  the  county  councils 
of  providing  more  than  half  the  whole 
sum  which  meant  that  the  Department 
should  provide  the  other  half. 


Mr.  CONOR  O'KBLLY  (Mayo,  N.) 
said  his  experience  of  seven  or  eight 
years  of  local  government  was  that 
county  councils  took  a  very  broad  view 
of  all  these  questions  which  were  brought 
before  them.  He  remembered  that 
some  four  or  five  years  ago  the  county 
council  of  his  own  coimty  unanimously 
agreed  to  a  liability  which  represented  a 
i  large  sum  in  connection  with  maritime 
works  in  the  county,  although  the  great 
majority  of  the  constituencies,  owing  to 
their  distance  from  the  sea,  did  not  benefit 
in  the  least  from  the  proposed  maritime 
works.  This  Bill  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  very  useful  measure.  On  many  occa- 
sions in  his  own  county  they  had  been 
considerably  hampered  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  they  could  not  exceed  the 
limit  imposed  by  the  law,  and  he  con- 
gratulated the  Vice-President  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  upon  bringing 
in  this  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   26 ; 
Noes,  U7.    (Division  List  No.   211.) 


AYES. 
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Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 


Moore,  William 

Percy,  Earl 

Bawlinson,  John  Frederick  Ptol 

Talbot,*  Lord  K  (Chichester) 

Thomson,W.Mitchell.  (Lanark) 

Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 

TXLLXBS  VOB  THE  AyBS — Cap. 

tain  Craig  and  Mr.  Lonsdale. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 
Armitage,  R. 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
B3II0C,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 
Bsnn,  W.(r  w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boland,  John  . 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bnmner,  J.  F.  L(Lanc8.,Leigh 


NOES. 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,Rt.Hn.  RichardKnight 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Clough,  William 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomlev 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett,C  H  (Su8sex,E.Grin8t*d 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 
Devlin,  Joseph 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duffy,  William  J. 


Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R.  ^ 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Glad8tone,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gk>ddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 
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Harcoart,  Robert  V.(Mo]itro8e) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  diaries  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Holt,  Richard  Burning 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MacVeigh,Charle8  (Donegal, E. 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
Manfield,  Harry  (Xorthants) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Meagher,  Michael 


Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N) 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nioholsoii,Charle8  N.(Donca8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

G'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary,Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

CKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Redmond,  John  E.(  Waterford) 

Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robert8,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs) 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 


Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton-under-L3Tie 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh. ) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant  Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampton 
Wason  ,Rt .  Hn.  E  (Clackmann  an 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tbllbbs  for  the  Nobs — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  a  new 
clause  providing  that  nothing  in  the 
Bill  should  prejudicially  aifect  any  right 
of  the  Crown  or  of  Government  Depart- 
ments. 

New  clause  (Saving  of  rights  of  the 
Crown  and  Government  Departments) — 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Ritssdl)— brought  up,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  MOORE  thought  that  when 
they  had  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  on  Tuesday  night,  and  the 
Committee  stage  rushed  through  at  the 
end  of  the  session  on  Wednesday  night, 
it  was  at  least  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  there  was  a  new  clause,  to  put 
it  on  the  Paper  in  order  that  the  House 
might  see  it.     Failing  that  course,  the 


Grovemment  might  at  least  have  the 
courtesy  to  say  what  the  new  clause  was. 
He  moved  to  report  progress  in  order 
that  the  House  might  see  the  new  clause 
on  the  Paper.  The  House  ought  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  considering  the 
new  clause,  and  if  the  Bill  stood  over  for 
a  day  it  could  do  so.  He  objected  on 
principle  to  a  new  clause,  which  was  not 
on  the  Paper,  being  rushed  through  at 
that  time  of  night. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  progress  ; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr,  Moore,) 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  clause 
simply  read:  "Nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  affect  prejudicially  any  right,  power, 
or  privilege  invested  in  or  exercisable  by 
the  Crown  or  any  Government  Depart- 
ment." He  wished  to  explain  that  the 
clause  was  not  put  down  because  he  had 
not  thought  it  was  necessary  and  inas- 
much  


The  DEPUTT-CHAIRMAN  :    Order, 
order.     I  must  first  put  4he^4H€rtipft>to 
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new  clause,  and  he  could  not  withdraw  his 
Motion  to  report  progress. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes,   26; 
Noes,  144.     (Division  list  No.  212.) 


report  progress  unless  the  hon.  Member 
withdraws. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  there  had  been  a 
recent  decision  in  Ireland  in  connection 
with  which  he  would  like  to  consider  the 


AYES. 


Acland.Hood,Rt.Hn  Sir  Alex.F 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 

Beach,  Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 

Carlile,  E.  Hildred 

Cave,  George 

Clark,  George  Smith 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 


Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Craig,Charles  Curtis  ( Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,£.) 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin.S. 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 


Percy,  Earl 

Bawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 

Tbllbbs  fob  the  Ayes — Bir. 
Moore  and  Mr.  Lonsdale. 


NOES. 


Abraham  Wi  Ham  (Cork  N.E.) 
Acland  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Armitage,  R. 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Benu,  W.(T'w*r  Hamlets,S.Geo) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boland,  John 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brunner,J.  F.  L.(Lancs.,  Leigh) 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bylss,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,  Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cloiig'i,  William 
Cobbold,  Felix  Taomley 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph  , 

Corbstt,  A.  Cam3ron  (Glasgow)  ' 
C3rb?tt,CH(Su8sex,E.Grinst'd  ' 
Crean,  Eugene  i 

Crossley,  William  J.  I 

Cullinan,  J.  I 

D3vlin,  Joseph 

DDnelan,  Captain  A.  \ 

Duckworth,  Jamss 
Duffy,  William  J.  , 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness  ' 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Laeey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gladstone,Rt.  Hn.  HerbertJohn 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
«Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Mr.  Caldwell 


Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  Hn  Sir  W.Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montrose) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert.  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hoohouse,  dSiarles  £.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Jones,  Lief  (Appleby) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

L3vy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewii^  John  Herbert 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Maodonald,  J.  R.  (L3ice8ter) 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeigh,Charle8  (Donegal,E.) 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N. 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 


Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,Charle8N.(Donca8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary,Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)  w 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.(Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Reddy.  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.(Waterford) 

Richards,  Thomas(W.Monm'th 

Ridsdale,  £.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts, Sir  John  H.(Denbigh8) 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  E^ast) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Scott,  A.  H.  ( Ash  ton-under-Lyne 

Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C  (Radcliffe) 

Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thorne,G.R.(Wolverhampton) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  George 

Ward,W.Dudley  (Southampton 

Wason,Rt.Hn.E(Clackmannan 
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White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (iHimbartonshire) 
White,Patriok  (Meath,  North) 


Whitley,John  Henry  (Halifax)  I 
Wil8on,Henry  J.  (Yoijk,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  W.T.  (Westhoughton)  | 


Teu^sbs  for  the  Nobs — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Origiiial  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  MOORE  wished  to  know  from 
some  Member  of  the  Grovemment  as  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  was  not 
present  to  help  the  House  on  points 
■of  law,  whether,  under  the  Grand  Jury 
Acts,  the  Crown  was  bound.  Perhaps 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  could 
tell  them.  If  he  could  not,  then  they 
had  better  wait  for  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  till  he  could.  When  they 
had  a  new  Bill  like  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  know  whether  it  went  beyond 
the  Acts  which  it  proposed  to  amend. 
He  hoped  he  would  receive  a  reply. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  asked 
if  he  might  suggest  that  the  (Jovemment 
should  restore  to  the  Orange  Party  the 
right  to  kick  the  King's  Crown  into  the 
Boyne. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  the  Orange 
Party  never  had  that  right. 

Mr.   T.   W.   RUSSELL  said  he  had 
already  explained  that  the  draughtsman  i 
■of  the   Bill  considered   that  the  Crown  j 
was  protected  by  the  Grand  Jury  Acts,  ' 
and  that  all  that  was  done  by  the  Bill 
was  to  enlarge  the  expenditure.     It  was 
in  order  to  keep  all  the  security  and 
protection  necessary  that  the  clause  had 
been    inserted    to    guard    against    any 
mistake. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that  surely  if  the 
•Crown  was  bound  by  the  Grand  Jury 
Acts  it  was  not  necessary  to  move  that 
Amendment.  He  put  it  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  Committee  that,  if  the  Parliamentary 
-draughtsman  was  of  opinion  that  the 
ground  had  already  been  covered  by  the 
Grand  Jury  Act  and  if  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  those  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
to  extend  the  Grand  Jury  Act,  they 
should  be  very  careful  of  the  mere  ipse 
dixit  of  the  Treasury.  The  House  ought 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
-whether  advice  had  been  given  by  any 
law  officer  that  the  Amendment  was 
Tiecessary.     It  mighl;  lead  to  very  far- 


reaching  results.  He  was  as  anxious  as 
any  other  Member  of  the  House  to  protect 
the  rights  of  the  Crown — ^but  by  the  new 
clause  so  far  as  they  had  had  an  oppor- 
timity  of  considering  it  (which  meant 
having  it  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table) 
not  only  the  rights  of  the  Crown  were 
protected  but  the  rights  of  any  and  every 
Department.  He  supposed  even  the 
Estates  Commissioners  came  into  it. 
The  House  ought  to  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  consider  the  terms  of  a 
proposal  which  might  be  so  very  large 
in  its  operation.  He  asked  once  more, 
had  any  legal  man  of  reputation,  apart 
from  the  Treasury,  said  the  Amendment 
was  necessary  ?  If  not,  he  did  not  think 
the  Amendment  was  necessary  and  the 
House  ought  not  to  proceed  with  it. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  into  his 
confidence  and  consulted  the  Member  for 
North  Antrim  on  the  subject. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  a  fur- 
ther new  clause,  the  words  of  which,  he 
said,  were  taken  from  the  Grand  Jury 
Act  and  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  be  repeated. 

Clause  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  there  was 
obviously  no  objection  to  the  principle 
of  the  clause  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  moved,  but  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  it  was  unreasonable  for  hon.  Grentle- 
men  opposite  who  desired  as  he  desired 
to  go  to  bed,  but  who  having  no 
interest  in  this  legislation  expressed  their 
desire  to  go  to  bed  by  shouting 
"  Divide."  It  was  unreasonable  and 
improper  to  do  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  legislation  were  adopting 
a  course  which  he  believed  ^b^^^thout 
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precedent.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
when  the  Unionists  were  responsible  for 
government,  if  they  had  brought  in  a  Bill, 
read  it  a  second  time  on  Tuesday,  moved 
it  in  Committee  on  the  following  night, 
and  had  then  on  the  second  night 
asked  the  Committee  to  insert  two 
new  clauses,  one  after  the  other,  neither 
being  on  the  paper,  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
were  impatient  at  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  his  hon.  friends  behind  him,  would, 
whether  they  came  from  below  the 
gangway  or  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  have  offered  strenuous  resistance 
to  the  passage  of  the  Bill  and  would  have 
criticised  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
unmistakable  terms.  He  was  sure  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  if  they  ex- 
pressed the  views  in  their  minds,  would 
agree  with  the  view  he  put  forward 
that  that  was  not  the  way  in  which 
public  business  should  be  conducted.  He 
did  not  desire  to  offer,  nor  did  he  suggest 
his  hon.  friends  would  offer,  opposition 
to  the  passage  of  a  clause  which  was 
necessary,  but  he  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment draughtsmen  were  public  servants, 
paid  to  do  certain  duties,  and  among 
them  to  know  the  work  they  had 
got  to  do  and  accordingly  prepare 
their  Bills.  To  ask  the  House  in 
Committee  at  half -past  twelve  o'clock 
in  the  morning  to  deal  with  legislation 
proposed  and  brought  forward  in  this 
slovenly  fashion  was  to  insult  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  desired  to  make 
this  protest,  not  because  he  wanted  to 
make  any  personal  attack  on  the  Govern- 
ment, but  because  he  felt  he  was  voicing 
the  opinions  which  would  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  every  Member  of  the  House 
if  the  Unionists  had  been  responsible 
and  had  brought  their  legislation  for- 
ward in  this  way.  He  never  remembered 
a  case  like  it,  and  he  desired  to  make 
the  strongest  protest  against  it  and  to 
say  that  if  the  Government  repeated 
these  tactics  they  would  have  themselves 
to  thank  if  proceedings  were  prolonged 
far  beyond  an  hour  that  was  reasonable. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  quite  agreed  that  it 
was  not  unnatural  in  the  circumstance^ 
to  want  to  know  what  these  two  new 
clauses  were  about.  When  they  were 
examined  they  would  be  found  to  be 
simply  clauses  saving  the  interests  of 
the  Crown   and  the  purchase  of  titles 

Mr.  Walter  Long, 


under  Charter.  It  very  often  happened 
that  clauses  and  considerations  of  that 
kind  were  omitted  by  the  draughtsman 
because  he  assumed  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  required  no  special  protection  or 
were  already  protected  under  the  legis- 
lation of  which  the  Act  was  an  Amend- 
ment. The  draughtsmen  were  not  abso- 
lutely arbitrary  in  these  matters.  Various 
other  persons  were  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered. There  were  those  who  advised 
the  Crown,  those  who  advised  the  Woods 
and  Forests,  those  concerned  with  persons^ 
acting  under  charters,  and  the  words  had 
been  put  in  to  secure  that  no  injustice 
should  be  done.  He  quite  agreed  that 
it  was  not  desirable  to  move  new  clauses^ 
in  Committee  in  that  way,  but  these  new 
clauses  were  of  a  most  innocuous  kind. 
With  the  general  principle  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  enunciated,  he 
agreed. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  had  nothing  to 
complain  of  in  the  general  principle 
which  had  been  enunciated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  front 
Opposition  bench  and  very  fairly  ac- 
cepted by  the  Chief  Secretary.  But  the 
argument  between  the  front  benches 
went  on  the  assumption  that  these  new 
clauses  were  necessary.  He  said  that 
when  it  came  to  that  hour  of  the  night 
the  Committee  was  entitled  to  see 
whether  they  were  necessary  or  not*. 
The  law  officers  were  elsewhere,  but  he 
presumed  the  Minister  was  posted  with. 
their  advice,  especially  in  a  matter 
where  the  draughtsmen  were  of 
opinion  that  these  *  clauses  were  un- 
necessary. He  pointed  out  that  they 
had  not  had  any  definite  answer  aa  to 
whether  the  old  Grand  Jury  Act  pro-^ 
tected  the  Crown  or  not,  but  at  any  rate 
the  first  new  clause  protected  the  Crown, 
and  he  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
object  of  the  second  new  clause  which- 
protected  the  right  of  people  holding 
by  Charter  under  the  Crown.  If  the 
Crown  was  protected,  all  persons  claim- 
ing under  the  Crown  were  equally  so. 
What,  therefore,  was  the  necessity  of  the 
second  new  clause?  He  must  protest 
against  the  introduction  of  a  clause 
they  had  never  seen.  The  other  object 
was  to  prevent  the  public  general  statute 
which  the  Bill  corrected,  interfering  with, 
local  and  personal  rights  under  local  and- 
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personal  statates.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  a  lawyer  in  the  land  who 
thought  that  such^a  Bill  as  that  would 
interfere  with  local  and  personal  rights 
abeady^given  by  Parliament.  It  seemed 
to  him  quite  superfluous,  and  if  it  were 
not  introduced  by  the  particular  Minister 
who  introduced  it  at  that  hour  of  the 
night,  he  would  be  inclined  to  let  it  pass, 
but  knowing  the  reputation  of  that 
Minister,  he  could  not  but  think  there 
was  something  behind  it.^        __^ 

Agreed  to.j   ""'  .^.  "'  ^  .,;  ^ 

'^>    Ik 

Clause  read  a  second  time/and  added 
to  the  Bill. 


'*1r 


Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  this  day,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  340.] 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)   BILL. 
Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  was  glad  to 
think  at  all  events  that  there  could  be 
nothing  irregular  about  this  Bill  for  it 
came  to  them  from  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  it  was  read  a  third  time  without  a 
division.  It  would  be  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  those  Members  of  the  House  who 
were  present  during  the  debates  on  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  last  year,  that  in 
the  House  of  Lords  a  proviso  was  added 
to  one  of  the  provisions  of  that  Bill, 
providing  that  no  tenant  who  occupied 
a  farm  from  which  a  previous  tenant 
had  been  evicted  should  be,  if  culti- 
vating that  farm  in  a  husbandlike  manner, 
obliged  even  on  the  payment  of  com- 
pensation to  give  up  his  holding.  That 
was  put  in  the  Act  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  very  creditable  ground  that  no 
person  in  these  circumstances  should  be 
required  to  leave  his  holding  if  he  chose 
to  remain  in  it.  The  words  of  the 
proviso  were  proposed  by  Lord  Robertson 
and  inserted  in  the  Bill  and  became  law. 
However,  some  tenants  on  Lord  Clanri- 
carde's  estate  were  willing  to  go  and 
had  made  arrangements  to  go  on  pay- 
ment of  compensation  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  But  the  point  of  law 
was  raised  that,  having  regard  to  the 
language  of  the  proviso  added  in  the  I 
House  of  Lords,  if  the  land  was  being  { 


cultivated  in  a  husbandlike  ^manner  it 
was  beyond  the  purview  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  and  beyond  the  powers 
of  the  Act  for  that  tenant  cultivator 
to  be  afEected  and  to  go.  That  was  not 
the  view  taken  by  the  Judge  in  the  Court 
of  first  instance,  but  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland,  which  was  the  final  appeal 
imder  the  statute,  unanimously  decided 
that  the  learned  Judge  was  wrong,  and 
held  that  according  to  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  proviso,  once  the  farm  was 
being  cultivated  in  a  husbandlike  manner 
it  was  outside  the  purview  of  the  Act. 
That^  matter  was  brought  before  the 
House  of  Lords  by  the  BUI  which  he  was 
now  moving  to  have  f ead  a  second  time, 
and  which  was  intended  to  carry  out 
the  object  which  both  Lord  Robertson 
and  Lord  Lansdowne  with  characteristic 
fairness  at  once  admitted  they  had 
intended  the  proviso  should  carry  out. 
The  noble  Lords  both  stated  when 
dealing  with  the  Bill  that  their  object 
had  been  not  to  protect  the  landlord 
of  the  land,  but  to  protect  the  occupier 
of  the  land.  If  the  occupier  did  not 
want  to  go  and  was  cultivating  his  land 
in  a  husbandlike  manner,  he  was  not 
to  go.  So  long  as  that  was  assured 
the  noble  Lords  were  content,  and  they 
therefore  allowed  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time.  When  the  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee  in  the  House  of 
Lords  an  Amendment  was  made  which, 
when  the  Committee  stage  was  taken 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  would  be 
for  the  Committee  to  consider.  But  so 
far  as  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  concerned,  there  was  complete  unity 
of  opinion  in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  he 
hoped  there  would  be^in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  object  of  the  measure 
was  merely  to  give  effect  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  last  year.  He  would,  therefore, 
ask  the  House  to  read  the  Bill  a  second, 
time,  and  when  they  got  into  Committee 
they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  Amendment  made  to  the 
Bill  by  the  House  of  Lords 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
timer-^Mr.  BirreU,) 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  when, 
the    Chief    Secretary    referred    to    this. 
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question  a  short  time  ago,  he  (Mr.  Long) 
stated  on  behalf  of  his  friends  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  without  notice 
of  the  debate,  to  examine  the  references 
which  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  had 
i;hen  been  good  enough  to  give.  He, 
•of  course,  took  an  early  opportunity  of 
reading  the  debates  which  took  place 
both  in  the  House  of  Commons  and 
in  another  place,  and  he  satisfied  himself 
that  the  language  used  in  another  place, 
and  also  by  himself  and  his  friends  in 
reference  to  the  Act  of  last  year,  had 
been  accurately  described  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  The  di^culty  it  was  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  in  the  Bill  was  one 
that  it  was  not  easy  to  dismiss  in  a  few 
sentences,  even  at  that  hour  of  the 
morning,  but  he  wished  to  say  at  once 
that  he  and  his  friends  would  not  offer 
any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  on  its  Second  Reading.  When  they 
came  to  the  Committee  stage  they  would 
have  to  consider  the  Amendment  in- 
serted in  another  place,  and  it  would  be 
for  them  to  say  what  their  view  of  it 
was.  What  they  felt  was  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  stated  the  view  held 
generally  by  Unionists  in  both  Houses 
when  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  was 
passed,  namely,  that  while  they  ex- 
pressed grave  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  Government's  policy,  as  to  its 
ultimate  success,  and  as  to  its  effect  on 
the  prospects  and  prosperity  of  other 
tenants  in  Ireland,  they  admitted  that 
if  the  evicted  tenants  question  was  to 
be  dealt  with  by  legislation,  the  one 
thing  that  ought  to  be  insisted  upon  by 
Parliament  was  that  no  tenant  sitting 
on  a  farm  and  carrying  on  his  business 
in  a  decent  and  proper  manner,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  ordinary  rules  of  good 
husbandry,  ought  to  be  disturbed.  While 
Parliament  was  then  asked  to  accede 
to  the  request  to  protect  the  sittmg 
tenant  when  he  wished  to  remain  in 
his  holding,  it  was  quite  obvious  that 
it  was  impossible  and  unjust  to  ask  that 
Parliament  should  say  to  the  tenant 
who  was  anxious  to  go,  that  he  was  not 
to  go,  because  there  was  some  other 
reason  against  him  doing  so.  Then 
came  the  question,  was  the  tenant  in 
reality  anxious  to  move  ?  That  raised 
a  very  controversial  and  difficult  question, 
1^0  doubt   allegations  could   easily   be 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


made  by  both  sides  as  to  the  undoubted 
pressure  being  put  on  tenants  to  express 
their  opinion  one  way  or  the  other. 
But  all  that  Parliament  could  ask  within 
the  b'mits  of  the  Bill  or  within  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  was 
that  the  man  should  assent  to  his  removal 
to  another  farm.  He  regarded  the  Bill 
as  a  necessary  complement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  occurred  in  both  Houses 
during  the  passage  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act.  While  holding  that  view,  he  hoped 
he  would  not  be  considered  as  committing 
himself  to  the  acceptance  of  all  the 
views,  from  time  to  time  expressed,  in 
regard  to  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act. 
He  would  certainly  offer  no  opposition 
to  the  progress  of  the  Bill  on  the  Second 
Reading,  but  when  it  came  to  the  Com- 
mitted stage,  he  should  suggest  that 
Parliament  ought  to  protect  the  sitting 
tenant  from  injustice  and  from  removal 
against  his  wiU. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  for  To-morrow. — (Mr.  BirreU.) 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL. 
Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  TREASURER  of  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (SirEDWARD  Strachey,  Somerset- 
shire, S.)  said  that  this  Bill,  which  was 
a  Consolidation  Bill,  had  come  from  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  given  a  Second  Reading  that  night. 
As  regarded  the  Market  Gardeners  Act,  he 
proposed  in  Committee  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  this  effect :  "  Clause  42, 
page  20,  line  41,  at  end,  to  insert, '  Pro- 
vided that  where  such  a  tenancy  was  a 
tenancy  from  year  to  year  the  compensa- 
tion payable  in  respect  of  an  improvement 
comprised  in  the  Third  Schedule  to  this 
Act  shall  be  such  (if  any)  as  could  have 
been  claimed  if  this  Act  had  not  been 
passed."  He  had  put  this  Amendment 
down  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  it  was 
a  Consolidation  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'<  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."  ,     ^^^1^ 
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Mr,  hicks  beach  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury)  thought  that  the  Amend- 
ment would  carry  out  the  intention  to 
make  this  simply  a  Consolidation  Bill, 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  assist  the 
Government  in  carrying  out  their  object. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for 
To-morrow. 


:EAsrr  india  loans  (railway    and 

IRRIGATION  WORKS). 

Order  for  Committee  thereupon  read, 
and  discharged. 


PUBUC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  was  sorry 
the  Govemment  had  brought  on  this  Bill 
at  such  a  late  hour.  It  was  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  events  a  very  important 
Bill  which  provided  that  certain  sums 
of  money  might  be  taken  from  the  Con- 
solidation Fund  and  advanced  to  local 
authorities.  The  Bill  was  originally  in- 
troduced in  1875,  and  the  reason  for  its 
introduction  was  that  certain  monies 
should  be  advanced  from  the  public 
exchequer  to  public  authorities,  for 
certain  purposes  which  were  clearly  laid 
•down  in  the  Act.  The  fact  was  that 
local  authorities  had  not  been  able  to 
borrow  so  cheaply  as  they  wished  to  do, 
imd  it  was  thought  advisable  to  give 
them  the  nation's  credit  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  certain  works. 
The  whole  object  of  all  the  Bills  founded 
on  that  Act  had  been  to  provide  money 
for  local  purposes.  That  Bill  provided 
for  the  raising  of  £3,700,000,  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  it  also  provided 
for  monev  to  be  written  ofE  for  bad  debts 
in  Ireland.  He  would  have  liked  to  have 
said  a  few  words  on  that  question,  but  as 
it  was  so  late  he  would  confine  his  ob- 
servations to  Clause  6  of  the  Bill.  Clause 
•6,  he  would  venture  to  siy,  was  a  clause 


which  had  never  been  introduced  into  a 
Bill  of  that  sort  before  since  the  Local 
Loans  Act  was  authorised  in  1875.  Clause 
6  extended  the  purposes  for  which  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  were 
authorised  to  lend  money.  He  thought 
the  House  would  be  rather  astonished  to 
learn  that  the  Clause  allowed  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners  to  lend 
money  to  the  Territorial  Army.  He  did 
not  think  anyone  would  advance  the 
argument  that  the  Territorial  Army 
was  a  public  work  organised  by  a  local 
authority.  The  Coimty  Associations  in 
connection  with  the  Territorial  Army 
were  formed  for  certain  purposes  in 
connection  with  national  defence,  and 
had  really  nothing  to  do  with  local  works 
or  local  authorities.  He  would  not  at 
that  late  hour  attempt  to  consider  the 
question  whether  it  was  right  to  borrow 
money  for  the  Territorial  Army,  but  he 
wished  to  remind  the  House  that  in  the 
last  Parliament  when  the  Unionist  Gov- 
emment borrowed  money  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Army  and  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Navy  they  brought  forward 
separate  Bills  for  the  purpose,  the  Mili- 
tary Works  Bill,  the  Military  Loans  Bill, 
and  the  Navy  Works  Bill.  At  that  time 
hon.  Grentlemen  opposite  denounced  the 
Unionist  Party  for  doing  that,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  sound  finance,  as 
the  expenses  for  national  defence  ought  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenue  for  the 
year.  Yet  now  they  had  the  Government 
of  purists  bringing  forward  a  clause 
which  enabled  them  to  borrow  money 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Territorial  Army, 
and  instead  of  bringing  it  forward  in  a 
separate  Bill  as  the  Unionist  Government 
had  done  thev  put  it  in  a  Public  Works 
Loan  Bill  and  brought  it  forward  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning,  after  the 
House  had  been  discussing  all  day  the 
Indian  Budget  and  other  things.  He  was 
prepared  to  say  that  there  were  not  five 
men  in  the  House  who  knew  of  that  clause 
in  the  Bill.  He  had  only  discovered  it 
himself  a  short  time  previously.  The 
clause  read —  «    -      ^ 

"  The  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners 
may,  in  manner  provided  by  the  Public  Works 
Loans  Act,  1875,  as  amended  by  any  subsequent 
enactment,  lend  any  money  which  may  be 
borrowed  for  any  of  the  purposes  for  which  a 
County  Association,  formed  under  the  Terri- 
torial and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  1907,  is  for  the 
time  being  authorised  by  the  regulations  made 
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by  the  Army  CJonncil  under  Section  4,  sub- 
section 1,  of  that  Act  to  borrow,  and  may  so 
lend  on  the  security  on  which  the  County  Associ- 
ations is  similarly^authorised  to  borrow.'*      || 

Section  4,  subsection  (1)  gave  power 
to  borrow  money  if  authorised  by  the 
Army  Council,  but  that  clause  gave 
power  for  money  to  be  borrowed  for 
any  purpose.  It  might  be  used  for  the 
men,  for  the  purchase  of  their  uniforms, 
for  the  purchase  of  their  ammunition, 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  and  Parlia- 
ment would  have  no  control  what- 
ever over  the  purposes  for  which  the 
money  was  used.  It  said  in  the  Bill 
'*  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Act,  1875."  He  found  in 
that  Act  that  Clause  9  said  that  the 
money  might  be  expended  from  time 
to  time  in  making  loans  for  the  purposes 
of  any  works.  Nobody  could  say  that 
to  pay  the  men  and  provide  them  with 
imifoims  was  what  was  known  as  a 
public  work.  The  Act  laid  down  that 
the  money  must  only  be  expended  on 
works,  and  therefore  it  was  not  right 
to  apply  it  to  other  purposes.  The  first 
schedule  began  by  saying  the  works 
for  which  the  Commissioners  might  lend 
money  should  be  docks,  harbours,  piers, 
lunatic  asylums,  fire  stations,  school- 
houses,  waterworks,  wash-houses,  etc., 
and  it  went  on — and  he  believed  it  was 
on  that  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury would  found  his  argument— or  any 
work  on  which  the  Commissioners  were 
authorised  to  lend  money  by  any  Act 
after  the  passing  of  that  Act.  There 
was  no  definition  in  Clause  6  as  to  the 
object  for  which  that  money  should  be 
advanced.  If  there  was  a  definition 
saying  that  the  money  should  be  ad- 
vanced for  drill  halls,  or  rifle  ranges, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  might  say  he  was 
justified  in  introducing  the  clause  in 
that  Bill.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  schedule  authorised  the  money 
to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  of  works, 
but  even  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
amend  Clause  6  so  as  to  prevent  the 
money  being  used  for  any  purpose  other 
than  works  he  still  maintained  that  a 
separate  Bill  should  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  that  the  matter  should  not 
have  been  dealt  with  in  a  Public  Works 
Loan  Bill  so  that  nobody  in  the  House 
except  himself  knew  that  it  was  in  the 
Bill.    The    hon.    Member    for    Halifax 

Sir  F,  Baribury, 


and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
he  remembered,  took  a  firm  stand  on  that 
point  when  the  Unionist  Party  was  in 
power,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take 
an  equally  firm  stand  now.  He  did 
not  know  of  any  other  Bill  of  that 
character  containing  such  a  clause  as 
Clause  6.  He  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  prepared 
to  meet  him  to  a  certain  extent,  and  if 
he  would  undertake  that  the  money 
would  only  be  spent  on  drill  halls  or 
rifle  ranges,  he  did  not  propose;  as  it  was 
so  late,  to  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  a  division.  Still,  if  there  shouldjbe 
any  time  he  reserved  his  right  to  criticise 
the  Bill  on  the  Committee  stage.  If 
the  hon.  Grentleman  would  give  the 
undertaking  he  had  asked  for,  he  thought 
the  House  might  allow  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhoubb, 
Bristol,  E.)  said  the  Bill,  as  the  >on. 
Baronet  had  pointed  out,  with  the 
exception  of  Clause  6,  was  the  usual 
Bill  which  appeared  at  that  time  of  the 
year.  He  thought  the  hon.  Baronet  was^ 
somewhat  unnecessarily  alarmed  as  to  the 
intentions  of  Clause  6. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  thought  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  admit  that  he  had  been 
careful  to  say  nothing  as  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government.  But  they 
might  have  a  bad  Grovemment,  and  they 
must  safeguard  themselves  against  that. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  was    glad 
of   the    acknowledgment   of    the    hon. 
Baronet  as  to  the  excellencies  of  the 
present      Government.    It   came   as  a^ 
surprise  to  him  that  anyone  should  think ' 
that  the  Government  was  prepared  ta 
borrow  money  on  loan  for  the  purchase 
of  buttons,  or  anything  of  that  sort.    The 
object  of  the  clause  to  which  attention 
had  been  called  was  to  extend  to  the 
Territorial  Forces   that  power   of  pro- 
ceeding    by   way    of    loan    which    the 
auxiliary  forces  akeady  had.    He  would 
be  very  happy  to  give  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  assurance  he  desired,  and  he  did  not 
think    that    under    the    circumstances^ 
there  should  be  any  further  objection  to* 
the  Second  Readmg^of^^^|]|g^^ 
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Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland)  asked' 
what  sum  was  likely  to  be  expended  ' 
under  the  Bill  on  the  Territorial  Forces. 
If  the  hon.  Member  could  not  give  him 
«n  answer  then,  perhaps  he  would  be 
able  to  do  so  before  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill  was  reached. 


Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  the  sums 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  were  very 
nearly  the  same  as  those  which  were 
inserted  in  the  Bill  last  year  and  in  years 
before.  The  sums  taken  were  not  to 
oover  specific  amounts  required,  but  that 
the  Treasury  might  have  such  sums 
as  they  thought  necessary. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  that  even  if  the  assurance 
which  die  hon.  Baronet  had  asked  for  were 
given,  they  ought  to  have  a  very  clear 
statement  from  the  Government  why  that 
method  of  procedure  had  been  adopted.  It 
was  a  new  proceeding  to  borrow  money 
in  that  way.  A  very  similar  point  had 
been  raised  in  the  year  before  last.  If  that 
principle  was  extended,  instead  of  coming 
on  the  Estimates  for  a  paribicular  loan  it 
could  be  got  xrnder  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Bin,  which  oi^t  to  be  reserved  for 
matters  which  needed  no  discussion  in 
the  House. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  the 
House  was  entitled  to  some  explanation 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  remission 
of  loans  in  regard  to  certain  railway 
•companies.  There  were  two  clauses  in 
the  Bill  of  a  remarkable  character, 
one  of  which  remitted  a  certain  sum  of 
money  which  he  thought  the  HGdland 
Company  had  agreed  to  bear.  They 
ought  to  have  some  explanation  why 
an  important  company  like  that  should 
get  a  grant  from  the  Crown  equivalent 
to  £17,0(K).  Another  loan  was  equally 
Temarkable — ^the  loan  relating  to  the 
Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railway  Com- 
pany. That  company  was  largely  under 
the  Great  Western  of  England,  He 
was  not  objecting  to  these  loans ;  he 
was  only  asking  for  information,  and 
he  was  deprecating  the  suggestion  which 
would  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Treasury, 
that  they  had  constantly  given  Irish 
loans  and  could  not  get  the  money  out 


of  Ireland  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  so 
far  as  he  could  understand,  the  Treasury 
were  remitting  now  two  sums,  one  of 
£17,000  and  the  other  of  £7,000,  making 
a  total  of  £24,000,  to  two  railway  com- 
panies, both  of  which  had|very  large 
English  connections.  They  were  en* 
titled  to  know.  When  this  Railway  Act 
was  being  passed  some  years  [ago,  when 
the  present  Member  for  East  Worcester 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  strongly  objected  to  the 
Bill.    He    said— 

"  Yoa  ought  to  dandle  these  little  Irish 
companies  on  your  knees  instead  of  breaking 
them  up  and  selling  them  in  splinters  to  Ehiglish 
companies.*' 

But  the  Treasury  foreclosed  on  the  Irish 
companies  on  the  pretence  that  the 
English  Midland  was  giving  them  the 
whole  of  the  debt.  Now  they  found  that , 
instead  of  the  truth  being  told  by  the 
(jlovemment,  as  a  matter  of  fact  a  sum  of 
£17,000  was  still  left  due  and  a  Bill  was 
brought  in,  when  it  was  supposed  that 
everybody  had  forgotten  the  tr^saction, 
to  remit  the  £17,000  due  from  this 
English  company.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  was  new  to  his  office  and 
was  not  responsible  for  what  was  done 
by  the  Treasury  seven  or  eight  years  ago, 
but  their  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  the 
Treasury  was  great,  and  every  Public 
Works  Loans  Bill  since  he  had  been  in 
that  House  was  a  job.  He  always  read 
every  line  of  a  Public  Works  Loans  Bill. 
They  were  monimients  of  Treasury 
incapacity,  and  Board  of  Works  (Ireland) 
incapacity,  the  gravest  of  the  follies  of  the 
EngUsh  Treasury  and  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  a 
solemn  promise  was  given  that  the 
Midland  (Company  took  all  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  Lunavady  Railway.  Let 
them  look  back  to  the  debates  he  raised 
at  that  time  and  they  would  find  from 
the  statement  of  the  then  Chancellor 
what  a  splendid  thing  he  said  it  was,  and 
how  the  British  public  could  not  be  any 
longer  out  of  their  money  with  these 
peddling  Irish  companies.  The  state- 
ment was  that  the  great  English  company 
was  taking  over  the  whole  of  the  liabilities, 
and  that  was  the  excuse  given  for  breaking 
up  the  little  Irish  line  and  selling  it  for  a 
song  to  the  English  company.  They 
sold  it  for^the   small   amo;mt  jaf  the 
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mortgage,  and  the  whole  of  the  Irish 
shareholders  were  swindled  out  of  their 
debt.  Now,  seven  years  after,  a  fresh 
story  had  to  be  told.  They  found  that  the 
English  company  had  not  taken  over  the 
Treasury  debt,  and  they  had  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  wipe  off  this  sum  of  £17,000. 
The  House  was  entitled  to  know  the 
reason  of  that.  He  would  like  also  to 
know  why  £222  was  being  remitted. 
£227  had  been  borrowed  and  £5  paid  off 
in  the  course  of  thirty  years.  There 
was  a  statement  made  the  other  day. in 
the  House  that  the  Board  of  Works  were 
continually  remitting  loans  to  tenants. 
He  found  on  looking  at  the  Bill  that  the 
remission  of  loans  to  landlords  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  £250  and  the  remission  of 
loans  to  tenants — ^he  was  judging  by 
their  names — to  a  sixth  of  that.  These 
facts  should  be  borne  in  mind.  When 
Irish  Members  went  to  the  Treasury  and 
were  met  with  the  statement  that  the 
Treasury  were  continually  making  loans 
to  Ireland  which  were  not  paid  back,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  persons 
to  whom  the  Treasury  were  remitting 
loans  were  English  railway  companies 
and  Irish  landlords. 


of  the  House, 
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*SiR  SAMUEL  SCOTT  (Marylebone, 
W.)  said  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Sir 
F.  Banbury)  with  regard  to  tacking  on 
to  this  Bill  such  a  clause  as  Clause  6, 
though  he  approved  of  the  object.  He 
would  like  to  ask  whether  it  would  be 
made  quite  clear  that  these  loans  were 
for  permanent  works,  as  otherwise  county 
associations  might  be  misled. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  could  assure 
the  hon.  Baronet  that  the  Treasury 
would  take  every  care  that  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  permanent  asset  was 
provided.  He  would  like  to  assure  the 
Member  for  North  Louth  that  the  effect 
of  his  speech  upon  him  would  be  that 
he  would  scrutinise  with  the  greatest 
care  every  possible  suggestion  in  regard 
to  loans  from  any  quarter  of  Ireland 
whatever. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Why  is  this 
money  to  be  remitted  ? 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  I  thought  that 
matter  would  probably  come  up  in 
Committee.  If  the  House  permits  me 
I  shall  make  a  statement  then.  It  will 
be  more  convenient  that  I  should  do  it 
in  the  Committee  stage. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  for  To-morrow. — 
(Mr.  Hobhouse.) 


EAST  INDIA  LOANS  [RAILWAY  AND- 
IRRIGATION  WORKS  AND  GENERAL. 
PURPOSES]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  of 
India  to  raise  money  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  on  the  security  of  the  revenues 
of  ^dia,  for  the  construction,  extension, 
and  equipment  of  Railways  in  India  by 
State  agencies  or  through  the  agency 
of  companies,  and  for  the  construction 
of  Irrigation  Works,  and  also  for  General 
Purposes  for  the  Gk)vemment  of  India 
(King's  Reconmiendation  signified),  to- 
morrow.— (Mr,  Joseph  Pease.) 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  [REMISSION]. 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  remission  of  certain  debts  due  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ire- 
land, in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session,  to  grant  money  for  the 
purpose  of  certain  Local  Loans  out  of 
the  Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other 
purposes  relating  to  Local  Loans  (King's 
Recommendation  signified),  to-morrow. — 
(Mr.  Joseph  Pease.) 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant 
to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July,, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

Adjourned  at  nine  minutes  after 
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The    Lord    Hampton — Sat    first    in 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The    Lord    Chancellor    acquainted 

the  Honse,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 

nients   had   laid    upon   the    Table   the 

Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 

.  further   Standing   Orders   applicable   to 

^  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 

I  with  : — ^Liverpool    Corporation    (Streets 

S^  and  Buildings). 

t§  The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
^  Table. 

;|  London  United  Tramways  Bill. — Re- 
i  ported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
^  Amendments. 

;§  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
•S  ways  (No.  2)  Bill.— Reported,  with 
•S  Amendments. 


in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be 
received  on  Monday  next. 


PETITION. 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Petition  against  proceeding  until 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Poor  Law  has  been  issued ;  of 
persons  signing  ;  read,  and  ordered  to 
Ue  on  the  Table. 


Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways 
(Abandonment)  Bill ;  London  County 
Council  (Money)  Bill.  —  Read    3*,  and 
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g  Manchester  Corporation  Bill ;  Burnley 
I  Corporation  Bill ;  Blackburn  Corpora- 
I  tion  Bill.— Moved,  That  Standing  Order 
^  No.  143  be  considered  and  dispensed 
^  with  in  respect  of  the  said  Bills,  and 
^  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  3*,  agreed 
*^  to ;  Bills  read  3*  accordingly,  with  the 
il  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
S  to  the  Commons. 

^      Electric   Lighting   Provisional   Orders 
^5  (No.  3)  Bill  [H.L.].— Returned  from  the 
Commons,  agreed  to. 

Holdemess  Water  Bill.— The  King's 
consent  signified;  and  Bill  reported 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Ainend- 
ments. 

Provisional  Orders  (Procedure)  Bill 
[h.l.]. — Reported  from  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  further  amendment; 
the  Report  of  the  Amendments  made 

VOL.  CXCin.    [Fourth  Skriks.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

ARMY  (TERRITORIAL  FORCE). 

Report,  dated  18th  July,  1908,  by 
the  Director-General  of  the  Army  Medical 
Service,  as  to  the  progress  made  in  con- 
stituting the  medical  service  of  the 
Territorial  Force. 

SHIPPING  CASUALTIES. 
Shipping  casualities  which  occurred 
on  or  near  the  coasts,  or  in  rivers  and 
harbours,  of  the  United  Kingdom,  from 
1st  July,  1906,  to  30th  June,  1907; 
and  shipping  casualties  which  occurred 
to  British  ve9sels  elsewhere  than  on 
the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
to  foreign  vessels  on  or  near  the  coasts, 
or  in  rivers  and  harbours,  of  British 
Possessions  abroad,  reported  during  the 
same  period,  etc.;  with  Charts  and 
Appendicej. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LONDON  CORPORATION. 
Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlam 
of  London,  for  the  year  1907. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RETURNS. 
Treasury    Minute,    dated   2l8t    July, 
1908,  directing  that  the  annual  account 
required  by  the  Uganda   Railway    Act, 
1896,  shall  be  discontinued. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


COMMONS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  a  further  Amendment.    The  Report 
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of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 
(fi  the  Whole  House  and  by  the  S  banding 
Committee  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
[No.  177.]         .  ,,,  ,,...... 


CORONERS  UREL.\NI>)  BILL. 
Reported  from^.the  Standing  Committee 
with  further  Ainendjnents.  ■  Th«  Report 
of  the  Amendments  made  in  Cotnmittee 
of  the  Whole  tjouse  and  by  the  Standing 
Committee  to  be  received  on  MOhday  next^ 
and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.  [No. 
178.] 


COMPANIES  (COIJSOLIDATION) 
-       BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Joint' Committee  on 
the  Companies  (ConBolidation)  Bill  [^.l.], 
the  Post  Office  ConsdHdfetion  Bill  [h.l.]', 
p.nd  the  Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [h.l.], 
that  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill 
[H.L.]  ought  to  be  allowed  to  proceed. 
The  said  Report  (with  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Committ.ee),  to  be  printed.  [No.  175.] 
Minutes  of  Evidence  laid  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  delivered  out ;  Bill  reported 
with  Amendments,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House'  on 
Monday  next  and  to  b«  printed  as 
amended.    [No,  176.] 


TOBACCO  GROWING  (SCOTLAND). 
BILL. 

Report  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  o* 
on  Monday  next. 


MUNiaPAL  FRANCHISE  '  (MERCAN- 
TILE  CORPORATIONS  AND  COM- 
PANIES BILL)  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  Ameiidmcnt.  The  Re- 
port of  the  Amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received 
en  Monday  next. 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  BILL. 
[SficoND  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

LoED  DENMAN :  My  Lords,  this  Bill 
U  regarded  as  of  considerable  importance 


by  the  friendly  soc^ties  oJ  this  country^ 
and  as  such  I  think  it  merits  a  few  wjrds 
of  explanation  to  this  House.  When  I 
say  that  the  membership  of  the  friendly 
societies!  includes  ^soii^e,  of -,4be  )^Bt 
elements  of  the  workintg  classes  ,of  tii^iff' 
coimtry  and  that  the  accumulated  savings 
of  those  societies  AffioUht  to  over  fifty 
million^  i  am  sure  your  J^OttJahipp  will 
agree  that  their  wisljQS. deserve  considera- 
tion, at  all  events,  at  the  handa  of  the 
Legislature.  (Phi^i  Bill^'as  the '  ui^arii- 
mous  suppbrt'bf  ihe  fHendly  societies  in 
the  country,  and  it  has'  also  received 
the  unanimous  support  of  all  ^ivrties 
in  another  plaice;  In  fact  it  is  reklly  a 
non-contentious  Bill.  It  has  beeu  Buj): 
ported  consistently  by  the  \'Naliionar 
Conference  of  Friendly  ^ocietfes]  ftr 
some  years*  pait.! '  '  >  '  '  -  . 
The  Bill  is  really  an  amending  Bill.  It 
seeks  to  alter  the  law  in  one  or  two  cases, 
and  also  to  make  the  law  clear  on  one 
or  two  joints  which  have  arisen  with 
regard  to  the  constitution  governing  ttie 
friendly  societies.  But  there  is  one  clause 
in  the  Bill  of  particular  importance  which 
the  friendly  societies  are  most  anxious 
of  seeing  passed  into  law — Clause  2. 
At  present  infants  of  or  under  oi^e  year 
cannot  be  admitted  as  members  of 
friendly  societies.  This  clause  would 
permit  them  to  be  so  registered.  I 
believe  that  the  age  of  one  year  wa^ 
originally  named  because  it  was  feared 
thit  people  who  had  charge  of  infants 
might  cause  their  death  by  neglect  or 
otherwise  in  order  to  claim  the  insurance 
money  from  their  society.  Biit  Members 
of  industrial  insurance  companies  are 
able  to  insure  their  children  from  birth, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  it  has  not  been 
found  in  practice  that  the  eVil  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded  does  exist,  or,  at 
all  events,  to  any  appreciable  extent. 
Therefore  this  clause  only  phts  the 
friendly  societies  on  the  ^me  footing 
in  this  respect  as  industrial  insurance- 
companies  ;  and  as  there  is  some  com- 
petition, I  understand,  between  the  two 
classes  oi  societies  it  is  eminently  fair  to 
th&  friendly  societies  that  this  should'  be 
so.  Having  regard  to  the  at  least  equally 
deserving  character  of  friendly  societies 
and  to  the  fact  that  they  are^  'probably 
better  ^pervised  than  tlte  iridustrial 
insurance  companies  and  that  the  ii:^itt{ 
bers  of  friendly  societies  hare  inteireats  ii^ 
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cdbmon  and  acquaintanceship,  in  com- 
mon, it  is  far  less  litely  that  the  evil  1 
hare  just  mentioned  trould  occur  in  thcf 
case  (OT  friendly  sdeieties  than  in  the  case 
of  industHaT  itisuf  anc^  companies. 

•lliere  are  other  points  in  the  ,  Bill* 
but  they  are  really  legal  points  of  a 
ri^ther  complicated  character,  and  J 
do  not  think  that  any  detailed  expliM^i^ 
tion  of  them  i^  necessary  at  this  stage, 
Cli^use  4  defines  the  word  - '  seeunty  " 
in  the  Friendly  •  Soci^ies  Aet ;.  and 
Clause  9  deals  with  the  clise  of  Aa^ioffio^r 
oi  a  society  who  is  .unaji>le  to  amount 
for  moneys  of  the  ^  society  but  where 
the  case  is  not  strong  enough  to  justify 
the  allegation'  of  fraud.  TMs-  Bill',  I 
may  mention,  is  to  be  read  in  conjunction 
with  the  principal  Act  of  1896.  It  may 
appear,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  the.  ^ffl,- 
culties  entailed  by  legislation  by  refer- 
ence might  ensUc  in  relation  to  this 
Bill ;  but  Clause  13  provides  that,  if 
the  Bill  passes  into  law,  it  shall  be  printed 
as  one  with  the  principal  Apt  of  1896, 
and  this  confnsion  will,  therefore,  be 
avoided.  . 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2»."— (iofrf  Denman,) 

T^HE  Bakl  of  HALSBUKT:  My 
Lords,'!  do  not  interpk>se  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  one 
feature  of  the  Bill  to  which  the  noble 
Iiord  has  referred  was  passed  over 
rather  too  lightly.  '  I  sat  on  the  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  the  subject 
of  infant  insurances,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  the  tendency  of  the  evi- 
dence was  that  this  was  a  very  serious 
evil.  Although  it  may  be  true  that 
there  are  societies  wiMch  are  entitled 
to  do  this,  certainly  the  feeling  on  the 
Comniittee  was  that  the  power  of  doing 
it  as  it  e;xi8ted  ought  to  be  checked— 
I  do. not  mean  to  say  absolutely  pro- 
hibited, but  that,  instead  of  being 
allpwed  to  get  the  money,  the  parents 
shpuld  be  compelled. to  take  the  amount 
tbftt  they  would  have  received  in  money 
in  the  expenses  of  the  fimeral, .  which 
was,  of  xjoijrse,  the  point  on  which  it 
was  said  infant  life  was  insured  in  that 
way^  That' deems  to  n\e  a  very  serious 
qiMittion  not  lightly  to  be  disposed  of. 
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As  to  the  legal  question,  I  do  iiot 
know  what  it  is.  The  noble  Lord  did 
not  expound  what  the  question  was,  but 
merely '^aid  it  Vras  for  the  purpose  parti jr 
of  making  the  law  clear— a  very  desir- 
able object  if  it  can  be  done.  Then  th3 
noble  Lord  said  there  was  some  pro- 
vigioi^  which  altered  the,  law;  but  he 
did  not  state  what  the  law  was  or  what 
the  altera^tion  consisted  in.  As  I  9ay, 
I  have  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  the  Second  Beading,  but  J 
sh^ll  oei^ttainly  ask  for  more  particulars 
when  we  gp.  into   Committee. 

On  Qi^eation*  Bill  read  2^  (according 
to  o|xlep)»  and  committed  to  a  €om- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday 
next. 


LAW  OF  DISTRESS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  th6  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Loud  COURTNEY  of  PENWTTH  : 
My  Lords,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
your  Lordships  to  allow  this  Bill  to  pass 
through  Committee  fro  forma  so  that  it 
may  be  reprinted  as  amended  and  re- 
committed, thus  following  the  precedei^t 
so  recently  put  before  your  Lordships  "in 
dealing  with  the  Nurses  Registration 
Bill.  As  your  Lordships  will  remember, 
this  Bill  came  up  from  the  House  of 
Commons  in  a  form  which,  excited  some 
very  severe  criticism,-  especially  on  the 
pJEirt  of  the  noble  Viscount  opposite, 
Loni  St.  Aldwyn,  who  objected  alto- 
gether to  its  being  entertained  in  *  the 
form  in^  which  rt  was  presented.  It  is, 
in  fact,'  a  conspicuous  example?  of  legisla- 
tion by  T^ference. 

The  subject  of  the  Bill,  however,  re- 
commended itself  to  your  Lordships 
approval,  and  it  was  read  a  second  time. 
Since  then  Amendments  have  been  placed 
on  the  Paper  which,  if  incorporated 
in  the  J&ill,  will  meet  the  defect  in  form 
to  which,  attention  was  properly  directed. 
The  Amendments  standing  in  the  name 
of  the  noble  Viscount  will  entirely  meet 
this  objection.  There  is  also  an.  Aulend- 
ment,  stitnding  in  the  name  of  Lord 
Ridley,  to  insert  a  new  clause  which  was 
approved  in  another  place.  What  I 
now   propose   is   Jh^t^^yo(^^  Lordships 
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should  go  into  Committee  pro  forma  so 
that  these  agreed  Amendments  should 
be  accepted  and  incorporated  in  the  Bill, 
after  which  it  will  be  recommitted. 
We  shall  then  begin  again  at  the  same 
stage,  but  with  a  Bill  which  presents  an 
entirely  new  shape. 

There  I  might,  perhaps,  stop  ;  but  I  am 
aware  that  ti^ere  is  some  feeling  in  high 
quarters  as  to  the  possible  reception  of 
the  Bill  so  amended  in  another  place. 
It  is  suggested  that  if  the  Bill  goes  back 
so  completely  transformed,  although  it 
accompUshes  exactly  the  same  object 
and  makes  no  greater  or  less  change  in 
the  law,  there  may  be  some  feeling  in 
another  place  rmfriendly  to  its  reception. 
I  have  consulted  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  else- 
where and  conducted  it  through  all  its 
stages,  and  he  does  not  entertain  any 
anxiety  on  this  ground.  He  is,  at  all 
events,  ready  to  run  the  risk.  Moreover, 
there  is  little  or  no  chance  of  the  Bill 
getting  through  this  House  unless  it  is  so 
transformed,  as  your  Lordships  would 
not  willingly  approve  of  such  a  con- 
spicuous example  of  legislation  by  refer- 
ence as  the  Bill  presents  in  its  present 
shape.     I  beg  to  move. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee." — (Lord 
Courtney  of  PetMilh.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  ordinarily  on 
this  Motion  there  is  no  debate,  but  it  may 
be  convenient  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  that  has  been  broached  by 
Lord  Courtney.  My  desire  is  to  further 
the  Bill.  That  is  my  sole  object.  At 
present  it  is  in  a  form  in  which  it  is  not 
likely,  I  apprehend,  to  commend  itself  to 
the  House.  Indeed,  it  is  in  a  very  in- 
convenient form,  because  it  is  a  rather 
extreme  instance  of  legislation  by  re- 
ference. What,  therefore,  is  to  be  done  ? 
The  noble  Lord  proposes  to  go  into 
Committee  pro  forma  in  order  that  the 
Bill  may  then  be  re-committed  and  come 
on  again  in  October  after  the  recess. 
So  far  as  the  postponement  is  concerned, 
I  think  that  is  the  right  course  to  take. 
But  then  what  course  is  to  be  adopted  % 

!>  There  are  two  courses  open.     One  is 
that  which  commends  itself  to  the  noble 

t^iwii  Ccminey  of  Penwiih. 


Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  and  also,  I 
understand,  to  Lord  St.  Aldwjn,  namely  y 
to  strike  out  Clauses  1,  2,  and  3--^ 
that  is,  all  the  clauses  in  the  Bill-^ 
and  substitute  others  incorporating  the 
Act  of  which  this  purposes  to  be  an 
Amendment,  so  that  when  the  Bill  went 
back  to  the  House  of  Commons  it  would 
not  be  recognised  even  by  those  who 
claim  its  paternity,  for  there  would  not 
be  a  single  word  of  the  old  Bill  remaining. 
I  am  not  putting  it  that  that  is  an  im- 
possible view ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
noble  Lord  and  the  noble  Viscount 
are  convinced  that  it  is  the  best  course 
I  would  not  put  my  view  against  theirs. 

But  I  consider  that  it  is  a  preferable 
altematire  to  amend  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
with  all  its  defects  and  introduce  a  Bill 
alongside  of  it  which  shall  be  a  real  Con- 
solidation Bill,  consisting  of  the  old  Act 
and  of  this  Bill  as  amended.  I  think 
that  course  would  facilitate  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  in  another  place. 
It  is  rather  a  piece  of  Parliamentary 
tactics.  I  do  not  wish  to  dogmatise, 
and  still  less  to  be  obstinate ;  but  I 
think  that  is  the  better  course,  for 
pure  consolidation  has  never  been  ob- 
jected to  in  this  or  in  the  other  House. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :  My  Lords, 
I  understand  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  that  he  does  not 
object  to  the  proposal  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  but  that  he  prefers  the 
alternative  he  has  himse'f  suggested.  I 
confess  that  I  very  much  prefer  the  pro- 
posal of  the  noble  Lord  opposite.  I 
think  it  is  important  that  we  should  take 
in  han  i  so  gross  an  example  of  bad  draft- 
ing as  this,  ani  show  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  at  any  rate  this  House  does 
not  intend  to  pass  legislation  of  that  kind. 
Therefore,  I  should  be  very  sorry  if,  con- 
currentl}'  with  the  Bill  drafted  as  your 
Lordships  would  desire  to  see  it  drafted, 
a  Consolidation  Bill  were  sent  down  to 
the  other  House,  because  it  would  then 
be  possible  that  the  Commons  might 
prefer  the  original  Bill  and  negative  our 
Bill.  I  understand  that  the  noble  Lord 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  does  not  intend  to 
take  any  further  stage  beyond  this  for- 
mal stage  until  after  the  adjournment. 
The  practical  work  of  Committee  would 
therefore  be  taken  in  October,  which 
would  give    Pki^^^^of  ^ti^^^oblft 
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Lords  who  desire  to  amend  the  Bill  and 
put  it  in  a  proper  shape  to  place  their 
Amendments  on  the  Paper. 

Lord  COURTNEY  of  PENWITH: 
I  have  not  said  anything  about  deferring 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Bill  until 
October,  but  I  think  that  course  so 
desirable  that  I  offer  no  objection  to  it 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order):  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment: Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Amendtfients  mode.  Bill  recommitted, 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.  [No. 
179.] 


TELBGRAPfl  (CONSTRUCTION)  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

*Thk  Earl  of  GR  ANARD  :  My  Lords, 
the  Bill  which  I  have  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent to  your  Lordships  for  Second 
Reading,  to-day  is  substantially  the 
same  Bill  .  as  the  present  Lord 
Derby  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  when  he  was  Postmaster- 
GroneraL  Its  object  is  to  amend  the 
Telegraph  Acts,  1863  to  1907,  with 
respect  to  the  construction  and  mainten- 
ance of  telegraph  line^  for  telephonic 
and  other  telegraphic  purposes.  Your 
Lordships  are  aware  that  when  the 
Postmaster  General  desires  to  construct  a 
telegraphic  line  along  a  road  application 
is  Duuie  to  the  local  authorities,  and  if 
those  authorities  give  leave  the  work  is 
proceeded  with ;  but  in  the  event  of  a 
local  authority  objecting,  the  case  is 
taken  before  a  County  Court  Judge.  In 
the  case  of  a  road  where  there  is  no  grass 
margin,  but  onlv  a  hedge  and  ditch,  the 
property  generally  of  the  adjacent  land- 
owner, and  where  permission  is  refused 
by  this  landowner,  the  Postmaster- 
(General  has  no  means  whatever  of  con- 
structing the  line.  In  some  eases  this 
had  led  to  considerable  trouble,  although 
I  must  say  that  during  the  time  I  have 
been  connected  with  the  Post  Office — 
nearly  three  years — we  have  had  very 
little  trouble  indeed  with  way-leaves. 
There  have,  however,  been  one  or  two 
ooca^ions  when  the  agents  of  the  land- 
owners have  objected,  but  on  the  Post- 
master-General   approaching    the    land- 


lords themselves  they  have  invariably 
given  us  the  facilities  requinad.  This 
Bill  only  gives  us  power  in  the  case  df 
hind  within  20  feet  of  any  street  or  road ; 
if  the  ditch  or  hedge  is  furthet*  thah  ttiafc 
the  Bill  is  non  operative.  Anothef 
clause  in  the  Bill  deals  with  the  cuttirig 
of  comers.  At  the  present  time  we  have 
no  power,  where  there  is  a  comer,  of 
going  across  another  man's  land,  and  we 
have  to  take  the  wires  right  along  the 
road.  This  is  not  the  case  in  a  town, 
for  under  another  Act  we  can  take  a 
telegraph  wire  across  anybody's  house. 
By  this  Bill  we  shall  have  similar  powers 
in  the  country.  The  landowner  is  very 
carefully  safeguarded,  as  if  he  objects  to 
the  carrying  of  the  wires  over  his  land 
he  can  appeal  before  the  two  Railway 
Commissioners  or  the  County  Court 
Judge.  There  is  one  other  question 
with  regard  to  the  lopping  of  trees.  At 
the  present  moment  a  local  authority 
has  power  to  lop  trees  providing  the 
owner  refuses  to  do  so.  We  have 
no  such  power,  and  we  propose,  subject 
to  arbitration,  to  take  this  power  in  con« 
nection  with  trees  whiph  obstruct  a  tele* 
graphic  line  on  a  street  or  road,  giving 
the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  land  one 
month's  notice.  These  are  the  main  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  which,  I  may  add,  is 
strongly  supported  by  the  National  Foot- 
paths Preservation  Society  and  the 
National  Trust  for  the  Preservation  of 
Historical  Monuments.     I  beg  to  move. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
^(The  Earl  of  Granard.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow)  :  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  wish  to  offer  any  objection  to  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  particularly 
as  the  Bill  has  been  before  both  Houses 
of  Parian  ent  in  previous  sessions.  But 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  makes  a 
somewhat  new  departure,  because  up  to 
now,  if  the  Postmaster-General  proposed 
to  place  wires  across  the  approach  to  a 
dwelling  house  or  to  erect  a  post  within 
ten  yards  of  a  dwelling  house,  he  coulc[ 
only  do  so  with  the  consent  of  the  occu- 
pier. This  Bill  would  enable  the  Pos^^- 
master-General  to  put  up  a  post  and  t<^ 
carry  wires  along  right  in  front  of  a, 
person's  window,  so  long  as  it  was  withinj 
twenty  yards  of  the  public  road.  That 
is  a  very  considerable  power  to  give  to 
the  Postmaster-General,  and  I  thinli^  that 
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when  your  Lordships  are  giving  a  Second 
Reading  to  a  Bill  you  ought  to  be  aware 
of  what  the  effect  of  it  may  possibly  be. 

Lord  :BALt'OUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  in  ariy 
way  the,  Second  Heading  of  this  Bill, 
but  there  is  one  clause  in  it  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  omitted  to  call  attention,  and 
which,  I  understand,  was  put  into  the 
Bill  during  its  passage  through  the  other 
House.  I  refer  to  Clause  3,  which 
runs — 

*' Notwithsjtanding  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  no  telegraphic  line  shall  be  oon^tnioted 
on,  over,  along,  or  across  any  land  dedicated  t9 
the  recreation  of  the  public,  or  any  hedge  or 
bank  adjoining  snoh  land,  without  tlie  consent 
of  the  person  in  whom  snoh  land  n  vested,, 
or  under  whof»e  control  and  management  such 
land  for  the  time  being  remains. *' 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  all  the  land- 
owners in  the  country  are  to  be  taken  to 
arbitration,  it  would  only  be  reasonable 
that  those  in  whom  recreation  grounds 
are  technically  vested  should  be  similarly 
dealt-  with.  You  are  just  as  likely  to 
have-  persons  unreasonably  objecting  in 
cases  of  this  kind.  As  the  clause  now 
stands,  there  is  absolute  prohibition 
where  the  person  in  whom  the  recreatioti 
ground  is  vested  refuses  his  consent. 
The  noble  Lord  referred  to  the  lopping 
of  trees.  At  the  top  of  page  3  of  the 
Bill  there  is  an  expression  which  is  now 
to  me  as  far  as  the  English  language  is 
concerned.     The  sentence  runs— 

**The  Postmaster-Qeneral  shall  is<>ue  in- 
stractions  to  his  officers  with  a  view  to  ensuring 
that  trees  shall  be  lopped  in  a  husbandlike 
manner  and  so  as  to  avoid  injury  to  their 
growth." 

I  understand  the  rules  of  good  hus- 
bandry and  also  the  proper  management 
of  trees,  but  I  do  not  quite  understand 
the  expression  **  lopped  in  a  husbandlike 
manner."  In  these  days  when  ladies  are 
so  assertive  of  their  rights,  I  am  not  quite 
sure  what  this  is  meant  to  imply.  Th-^re 
may,  hpwever,  be  some  authority  for  this 
word,  but  I  think  that  before  we  give  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  to  it  it  should  be 
examined  with  care. 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  :  My 
Lords,  I  am  rather  anxious  to  do  penance  in 
a  while  sheet  on  the  matter  of  the  word 
"  husbandlike,"  to  which  the  noble  Lord 

J'he  Eavl  of  Ondoiv, 


has  alluded.  In  the  course  of  th^  ^<^ 
ceedings  on  th^'  Agricultural  HoldingR 
Act  the  noble  Marquess  opposite,  t^e 
Leader  of  the' Opposition,  introduced  an 
Amendment  in  which  that  word  was 
included.  I  took  lipon' myself  to  doiiht 
whether  it  was  familiar  in  Acts  d!  Par- 
liament ;  but  the  noble  Marquess  adduced 
such  strong  evidence  that  it  ^a^  a  word, 
not  merely  familiar  in  the  English 
language,  but  completely  proper  to  the 
occasion,  that  I  was  entirely  c6nvinced, 
and  I  am  bound  to  tuf^rt  its  retention 
on  diis  occasion. 


Lord  BELPER  :  Mv  Lords,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  understood  the  remarks  of 
Lord  Balfour  aright,  but  it  seems  to 
me  questipnaUe  to  extend  the  powers  of 
the  Post  Office  to  lands  which  are  dedi- 
cated to  the  recreation  pf  the  public  I 
do  not  know  that  such  lands  come 
entirely  in  the  same  category  as  lands 
privately  owned.  I  think  there  ought 
to  be  absolute  power  to  prevent  telegraph 
wires  being  put- across  recreation  grounds 
or  any  interference  with  the  pleasure  of 
the  public.  I  hope^  therefore,  tte  noble 
Lord   will   n6t  limit   the\rights  of  th^ 

public  in  any  way. 

'  -    ■-       f  '    '  " 

The  Earl  of  GRAN ARD  :  My  Lords, 
I  am  glad  that  Lord  Balfoikr  drew  my 
attention  to  Clause  3,  whidi  I  haid 
omitted  to  mention.  This  dause  was 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  some  amende 
ment  is  advisable.  I  therefore  ^nropose,' 
subject  to  yoar  Lordships'  approval,  to 
move,  in  Committee,  to  add  at  the  ead  of 
the  clause  the  following  words — 

**  Prorided  that  if  •ooh  consent  is  withheld 
or  any  condition  i9  attiiehedUiereto  to  wbich 
the  Postmaster  General  ohjects,  a  difference 
shaU  be  deemed  to  have  arisen  between  tlio 
Pofttmaster-General  and  that  person,  and 
Sections  3,  4,  and  5  of  the  Telegraph  Act  phall 
apply  as  if  the  difference  arose  tinder  th4t 
Act.^' 

The  effect  of  tbat  will  be  lio  put  these 
public  recreation  grounds  on  exactly  the. 
same  terms  as  everybody  else  in  the  Klh' 
I  do  not  know  whether  y6ur  Lordshipi 
would  object  to  that,  but  it  seem^  to  me' 
to  be  the  proper  course  to  adopt. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,'. and  com- 
mitted to  a  Comrtiittee  of  tl^e-  Wl^9l9, 
House  ou  Mondajrnex^^QQg'^^    '     ^  ^- 
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WILD  BIRDS  BII/L. 
'  Hous€f  in    Committee    (according    to 
ordiftp).    Biir  reported  withbut  Amend- 
ment.   Standing  Committee  njBgatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 


TliRKFTOKIAL  AND  RESERVE  FORCES 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading]. 

Orddr  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  Earl   OF  CREWE:   My  Lords, 
this  Bill  refers  to  a  not  v^ry  important 
matter    in    relation    to  the  Territorial 
Forces  Act  of  last  year,  although  it  is 
one  which  has  a  certain  beiaruig  upon  the 
efficiency  of  those  Forces.      The  point 
arises;  in  relation  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Aa^oeiatioQs    formed     under    that    Act. 
Some  of  your  Lprdships  may  remember 
th^t  when   the  Bill  came  up  from  the 
HousQ  of  Commons  it  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Army  Council  as  to 
whether  op  not  thp  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
the  county  should  be  the  president  of  the 
Association,  the  idea   being  that  there 
might  be  some  casqs  in  which  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  would  obviously  not  bp  the 
perspn  who  ought  to  take  charge  of  the 
organisation  of  the  Territorial  Forces  in 
a  partifiuUr  cpjioty.      When  the  clause 
came  before  the  House  in  Con^mitte^  the 
noble  Duke,  the  Duke  of  Northuqiber 
luid,  moved  to  insert  worcjs  .that  the 
Lorc|-Lieutenfmt  should  not  act  if  ho  did 
not  asaeut.      That  was  objected  to  from 
this  si^e  of  the  House,  and  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Portsmouth  moved  t|he  in- 
sertion of  the  words  which  ^re  now  in 
the  Acti  epipowering  the  appointmoi^t  of 
the  Lord-Lieiutqnant^  or,  failing  him,  such 
other  person  as  the  Army  Council  may 
think  fit. 

1  do  not  think  at  that  time  we  were 
quite  certain  what  the  words  "failing 
him  "  meant,,  whether  they  meant  exactly 
th^  same  thing  as  the  noble  Duke  desired 
to  insert — namely,  that  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  should  always  be  the  pre- 
sident unless  he  agreed  not  to  act,  or 
whether  they  meant  something  different. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  wo  are  now  advised 
that  they  do  mean  practically  the  same 
thing  as  the  noble  Duke's  words,*  and 
some  inconvenience  has  arisen,  and  is 
likely  to  arise  in  future  c^ses,  owing  to 
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the  existence  of  this  provision  in   the 
Act.     Some  of  your  Lordship  may  have 
noticed  a  correspondence  which  appeared 
in    the    newspapers    a   short  time   ago 
between  the  nob:e  Earl,  who  I  think  has 
not  yet  taken  his  seat  in  your  Lordships' 
House,  Lord  Derby,  and  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Shuttleworth,  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Lancashire.     That  was  a  correspond- 
ence which,  both  for  good  taste  and  good 
feeling,  reflected  the  highest  credit  on 
both  parties,  but  it  did  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Army  Council  and  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  to  the  existence  of  ajpossible 
inconvenience  in  these  cases.     That  in- 
convenience arises  in  this  Way.     Where 
a  man  has  been  acting  as  chairman  of  the 
Association  and  has  become  de  facto  the 
president,  a  difficulty  may  arise  if  a  new 
Lord-Lieutenant  is  appointed  and  becomes 
ipso  facto  president  of  the  Association.    If 
such  a  difficulty  should  arise  your  Lord- 
ships will  see  that  the  Government  of 
the   day    would  be  confronted  with  a 
dilemma.     Either  they  would  feel  them- 
selves bound,  for  the  sake  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  Territorial  Force,  to  appoint  the 
chairman  of  the  Association  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, which  is  not  a  reasonable  thing- 
to  expect^— the  duties  of  Lord-Lieutenah't 
are  by   no   means  confined   to   the  ad- 
ministration of  the  County  Association, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  generally  agreed 
that  to  bind  the  Government  of  the  day 
to  appoint  the  chairman  of  the  County 
Association  Lord-Lieutenant,  whoever  he 
might  be,  would  not  be  a  desirable  thing 
— or,  on  the  other  hand,  they  would  nui 
the  risk  of  possibly  losing  a  very  efficient 
chairman  of  the  Association,  and,  even  if 
he  agreed  to  remain  on,  of  causing  a  good 
deal  of  unrest  and  disappointment  in  the 
Territorial  Force  itself,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  would  believe  that  their  chair- 
man had  been  superseded. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  in  introducing 
this  Bill,  which  leaves  it  open  for  the 
Army  Council  to  appoint  somebody  else 
than  the  Lord-Lieutenant  president  of  the 
association  in  special  cases,  no  disrespect 
whatever  is  intended  to  that  high  office. 
I  think  that  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the 
fact  that  go  many  Lords-Lieutenant  havo 
undertaken,  not  merely  the  duties  ^'*f 
an  honorary  presidency  but  also  those 
of  active  chairmanship ;  and  I  should 
i  hope,  therefore,  that  this  Bill  will 
J  be  generally  agreedigtedfeccause  the  case 
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is  not  in  the  position  in  which  it  was 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House 
last  year.  I  think  that  the  noble  Duke 
opposite,  in  moving  his  Amendment,  may 
have  feared  that  the  Army  Council  might 
introduce  outsiders,  and  possibly  military 
officers,  who  had  no  special  connection 
with  the  county,  and  make  them  in  some 
cases  presidents  of  Associations ;  but  the 
Associations  are  now  formed,  and  even  if 
the  Army  Council  wished  to  do  such  a 
thin$;,  which  they  certainly  do  not,  it 
would  not  be  in  their  power  to  do  it. 
Therefore  this  Bill  only  meets  the  rare 
case  to  which  I  have  referred,  where  the 
chairman  ou^ht  to  be  allowed  to  go  on 
being  the  principal  person  in  relation  to 
the  County  Association. 

It  may  be  asked,  What  is  the  par- 
ticular urgency  of  this  matter  1  We 
have  had  one  case  in  which  very  marked 
inconvenience  has  arisen.  In  that 
particular  case  it  was  not  that  Lord 
Derby  felt  that  his  personal  position  was 
compromised  in  any  way,  but  I  happen  to 
know  for  a  fact  that  the  general  body  of 
the  Territorial  Association  in  Lancashire 
felt  very  strongly  the  idea  of  his  being 
superseded  in  the  principal  place,  and  it 
caused  a  considerable  degree  of  unrest  in 
the  county  which  was  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  the  political  friends  of  the  noble 
Earl,  Loi-d  Derby.  Lord  Derby  certainly 
acted  from  no  personal  motives  in  the 
matter,  but  he  was  very  anxious  that,  if 
possible,  some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
meet  future  cases.  It  was  on  that  account, 
I  think,  that  he  act^d,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  he  were  in  the  House  he 
would  give  his  warm  support  to  this  Bill. 
These  cases  might  arise  in  the  future.  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  discount  the  ex- 
pectation of  life  of  anybody,  especially  of 
a  Lord-Lieutenant,  but  a  vacancy  might 
occur  at  any  moment,  and  it  is  conceiv- 
ably possible  that  we  might  be  again 
confronted  with  the  same  difficulty,  I 
hope,  therefore,  your  Lordships  will 
agree  to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this 
Bill,  and  if  you  are  good  enough  to  do  so, 
allow  it  to  pass  so  far  as  this  House  is 
concerned  before  we  adjourn  for  the 
summer  recess. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*— 
{The  Earl  of  Crewe;) 

The     Duke     of     NORTHUMBER- 
LAND :  My  Lords,  as  this  matter  arose 
r/^  Earl  of  Crewe. 


out  of  an  Amendment  of  mine,  perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words. 
I  wish  to  dissociate  myself  altogether 
from  any  circumstances  that  have  lately 
arisen.  I  know  nothing  about  them 
more  than  all  your  Lordships  do  from 
the  public  prints,  and  I  beg  that  in 
anything  I  may  say  I  may  not  be 
supposed  to  be  referring  to  this  particular 
instance  at  all. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  Bill  is  a  rather 
more  imponant  one  than  the  noble  Earl 
who  has  just  sat  down  would  lead  uh  to 
believe.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  occupies 
a  double  position  ;  he  is  Lord-Lieutenant 
and  Custo8  Roiulorumy  and  I  ask  the 
noble  Earl  what  the  duties  of  a  Lord- 
Lieutenant  as  such  are.  By  his  old 
duties  as  Lord-Lieutenant  he  was  head 
of  the  Territorial  Forces  of  the  county 
Under  the  Cardwell  system  that  was 
changed,  but  he  still  remained  the  titular 
head,  and  when  the  Grovernment  intro- 
duced their  scheme  they  veiy  wisely 
made  the  Lord-Lieutenant  again  the 
head  of  the  forces  under  the  new  con- 
dition of  things.  If  you  take  away 
from  him  that  right,  what  do  you  leave 
him  ?  I  believe  that  you  leave  him  the 
recommendation  of  deputy  lieutenants, 
and  that  is  rather  a  peculiar  duty  for  a 
Lord-Lieutenant  who  is  not  the  head 
of  the  Territorial  Force  to  perform, 
because  all  Lords-Lieutenant  have  been 
told  that  in  future  the  deputy  lieutenants 
are  to  be  chosen  from  the  ranks  of  those 
who  have  done  good  service  in,  or  in 
connection  with,  the  Territorial  Force. 
Certainly,  by  excluding  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant from  the  Associations,  you  are 
going  to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of 
judging  of  their  services.  I  cannot 
think  that  that  is  a  good  step  to  take. 
You  will  reduce  the  Lord-Lieutenancy  to 
a  mere  title. 

I  do  not,  I  confess,  see  why  the 
Government  have  gone  back  from  their 
intention,  very  deliberately  expiessed 
last  year,  to  make  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
the  chief  head  of  the  new  organisation 
they  were  creating.  We  have  heard 
from  the  noble  Earl  an  account  of  the 
particular  transaction  to  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  allude  further.  But  what  does 
the  noble  Earl's  argument  amount  to  ? 
It  amounts  to  this.  You  have  a  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  you  have  some  one  in  a 
subordinate  position  to  him — namely,  th^ 
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chairman  of  the  Association.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Association  has  done  such  good 
work  that  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the 
force  that  he  should  continue  to  do  that 
work,  and  the  Lord-Lieutenant  has  left 
most  of  the  work  to  him.  In  order  to 
get  over  that  difficulty,  which  I  should 
have  thought  was  a  very  common  diffi- 
culty in  idl  relations  of  life— there  are 
many  instances  in  which  a  vice-chairman 
is  more  active  than  the  chairman — you 
are  going  to  sweep  away  the  right  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  altogethej:. 

I  should  have  thought  that  one  very 
simple  way  of  getting  over  the  difficulty, 
one  which  I  have  known  in  other  connec- 
tions carried  out  very  successfully,  would 
be  to  hint  to  the  new  Lord-Lieutenant 
the  fact  that  the  chairman  should  continue 
to  take  a  leading  part  in  the  man^e- 
ment  of  the  Territorial  Force.  This  Bill 
removes  all  duties  from  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant. Is  the  case  sufficiently  common, 
is  it  one  which  is  so  difficult  to  get  over 
in  the  way  I  have  indicated  or  in  some 
other  way,  that  it  is  really  necessary  to 
disestablish  the  Lord-Lieutenant  ?  I  am 
particularly  glad  to  bear  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  know  what  the  words 
"  failing  him  "  meant.  I  thought  that 
was  so  at  the  time,  and  I  think  I  have 
some  ground  for  complaining,  because  I 
Otily  accepted  them  on  the  ground  that 
the  Grovemment  did  know  what  they 
meant,  and  that  they  meant  what  they 
have  turned  out  to  mean. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  venture  to  express  my  agree- 
ment with  the  noble  Duke  when  he  telh 
the  House  that  this  proposal  is  a  rather 
more  important  one  than  the  noble  Earl 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  seems  to  suppose.  I 
have  referred  to  the  report  of  the  debate 
upon  the  clause  of  the  Act  last  year,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  what  was  present  to 
all  our  minds  on  that  occasion  was  that, 
unless  there  were  very  strong  reasons 
to  the  contrary,  the "  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  the  county  was  the  proper  person 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Territorial 
Association.  May  I  read  from  the  report 
of  what  then  took  place  ?    I  said — 

"What  I  would  rather  like  to  elicit  is 
wbetlier  it  is  the  iutentioii  of  Hifl  Majesty'H 
Government  to  give  a  Lord-Lientenant  at  any 
rate  the  refusal  of  the  honoi-ary  pre«*i(leucy,  or 
whether  they  desire  to  preserve  to  themselves 
the  right  of  refusing  even  an  honorary  presi- 
dency in  certain  cases.*' 
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Thereupon  Lord  Elgin,  who  spoke  for 
the  Grovemment,  said — 

'*  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Bill  that  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  should  be  appointed  in  all 
cases  in  which  that  would  be  at  all  practic- 
able, the  only  reason  for  putting  in  the 
reservation  heing  that  there  mi^ht  be  cases 
in  which  it  was  inexpedient  or  inconvenient 
for  the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  act.  Obvioiu^ly  if 
that  were  so  the  decision  must  rest  with 
somebody,  and  His  Majesty's  Government 
thought  that,  on  the  whole,  this  being  a 
scheme  for  military  defence,  it  was  better  to 
put  upon  the  Array  Council  the  responsibility 
of  giving  or  withholding  appro vaL" 

The  end  of  that  discussion  was  that 
some  words  which  my  noble  ^  friend 
behind  me  had  moved  were  not  accepte<l, 
but  we  did  accept  the  words  "failing 
him"— that  is,  the  Lord-Lieutenant— at 
the  suggestion  of  Lord  Portsmouth,  who 
was  then  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
War.     That  is  the  history  of  the  case. 

It  is  now  desired  to  alter  the  law, 
and  to  alter  it  in  such  manner  as  to 
dissolve  the  intimate  relation  which 
we  desired  to  see  between  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  the  presidency  of  the 
Territorial  Association.  That  is,  I  think, 
a  very  considerable  change,  and  my  only 
doubt  is  whether  the  change  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  propose  is  not 
really  one  which  goes  beyond  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  There  was,  as 
we  all  know,  a  leading  case  which 
attracted' a  good  deal  of  attention  the 
other  day,  and  of  which  I  venture  to  say, 
concurring  with  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  con- 
ducted between  the  two  parties  was 
entirely  creditable  to  both  of  them.  A 
solution  of  the  difficulty  has  been  found, 
and  now  it  is  desired  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  a  similar  difficulty.  The 
noble  £arl  admitted  that  these  cases 
were  likely  to  be  extremely  rare, 
and  I  would  put  to  him  whether,  in 
order  to  provide  for-  cases  so  rare,  it  is 
desirable  to  strike  what  looks  like  a  b'ow 
at  the  connection  between  the  Lords- 
Lieutenant  and  the  County  Associations. 

The  Lord-Taeutenant  is  responsible  for 
the  recommendation  of  deputy  lieu- 
tenants, and  I  believe  that  quite  lately — 
I  shall  be  corrected  by  some  of  my  noble 
friends  if  I  am  wrong — the  Lords-Lieu- 
tenant received  a  circular  in  which  it  was 
put  to  them  in  very  unambiguous  terms 
that  in  future  all  deputy  lieutenants  v  ere 
to  hold  office  because  they  were  persons 
likely  to  have  sp^i^^^^portunities  of 
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promoting  the  aoocess  of.  the/  Territorial 
Associations.  This  shows  to  my  mind 
how  necessary  it  is  that  the  Iiord- 
Lieuteoant  and  the  president  of  the 
Territorial  Association  shall  be  one  and  the 
same  person.  The  noble  Duke  su^ested 
that  the  difficulty  might  <  be  met  ineome 
other  manner,  and  the  suggestion  which 
I  venture  to  make  to  noble  Lords  opposite 
is  that  as  this  cannot  really  be  such  an 
extremely  urgent  matter,  the  discussion 
of  the  .!DiU  might  be  allowed  to  stand 
over  and  foe  resumed  after  we  have  had 
time  to  eonsider  at  our  leisure  the  effects 
of  the  pr<^)05al  put  fiarward  by  the  noble 
Earl.         > 

Thj;  Earl  of  CREWE:  My  Lords; 
of  coiq^se  if  the  noble  Marquess  opposite 
mi^kes  that  appeal  we  are  really  not  in  a 
position  to  resist  it,  and  therefore  we  most 
give  way,  although  I  know  my  right  hon. 
friend  was  anxipus  to  have  this  matter 
settled.  The  noble  Duke  suggested  that 
it  might  be  possible  to  make  it  a  condition 
of  the  appointment  of  a  Lord-Lieutenant 
in  certain  cases  that  he  should  not  act 
as  president  of  the  County  Association. 
Thi.t  seems  to  me  to  place  a  very  invidious 
duty  upon  the  Government  of  the  day. 
It  had  occurred  to  us  whether  that  course 
oould  be  taken  instead  of  the  one  we 
have  adopted,  but  it  certainly  does  seem 
tQ  me  that  to  exact  from  a  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant on  his  appointment  a  promise  that 
he  will  fail  to  act  under  the  Ace  of  Parlia- 
ment is  a  rather  anomalous  and  incon- 
venient course  to  take.  Of  course,  it  is 
possible  to  do  that,  but  it  seems  to  me 
to  place  both  the  Government  of  the  day 
and  the  man  to  whom  the  office 
is  offered  in  an  invidious  and  disagree- 
able position.  It  is  perfectly  true, 
of  course,  that  these  cases  may  not  be 
very  numerous,  but  when  they  do  ocqur 
they  are  extremely  important ;  and  in  the 
particular  Lancashire  case  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  the  effect  upon 
the  Territorial  Force  there,  connected 
with  one  of  the  most  successful  of  County 
Associations,  would  have  been,  I  am 
informed,  very  ^at  indeed.  I  under- 
stand that  there  would  have  been  some- 
thing like  a  general  resignation  of  all  the 
people  concerned  in  the  promotion  of  the 
Territorial  Force  there,  and  that  is  a 
prospect  which  naturally  my  right  hon. 
friend,  however  great  his  respect  may  be 
for  Lords-Lieutenant,  could  not  regard 
with  equanimity. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansduwne. 


Thb  Duke  of  '  NORTHUMBE^ 
LAND :  Does  the  nxAM  Earl' meto  that 
this  consequence  would  follow  the  faet 
that  the  Lord^Lientenant  became  presi- 
dent, or  the  fact  that  as  "president'ho 
woidd  take'  an  active^atid  leading  part  xh 
the  management  of  the  Association  t 

Thbt  Earl  of  G«EWEj/lf  h  Loid^ 
Lieuteoant  is  appointed  and  is  'president 
oftlie  Goanty  Associatidn,  whttt  p^rt  he 
will  take  will  be  within  his  discretion, 
unless  the  esqpediept  suggested  by  th^ 
noble  I)uke  were  adopted  of,<  ^  $  pre- 
liminary, exacting  from  the  Xford-Lieu- 
tenant  an  honourable  obligation  that  he 
would  fail  to  act. 

The  Dvkb  of  NOBTHUMBEB* 
LAND:  Not  fail  to  be  president,  but 
fail  to  act ;  that  is  alL 

Thb  Earl  of  CEEWE:  If  thenoWe 
Duke  will  look  at  the  Act  he  will  ,$eft 
that  it  is  assupcied  all  through  tbe^  Ht 
ordi^if^ry  cases  the  LordLi^ntenaat  19M 
be  the  president.  Obviously  it'  could 
not  be  to  the  interest,  of  the 
Army  Council  t!o  appoint  any  person 
other  than  the  one  to  whom,  te 
the  particular  circumstances,  the  dnties 
ought  to  be  entrusted.  It  is  hardly  to 
be  supposed  that  the  Army  Council  would; 
go  out  of  their  way  to  appcnitfi  fiomeone. 
else  to  make  the  scheme  a  failure.  In. 
the  great  majority  of  cases  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  would  be 
the  active  chairman  of  the  Association. 
However,  I  do  not  know  thj^t  it  is  wor^h 
while  labouring  the  matter  farther,  t^ 
the  noble  Marquess  desires  to  have  it» 
postponed,  postponed  of  course  it  must  be. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  ;i 
To  put   myself,  in   order  I   n^qve   the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

.,  ,     ' 
Movtd,  that  the  debate  be  ^adjourned 
— (r/*c  Marquess  of  Lansdowne).   /       /^  , 

On  Question,  Motion  sigreed  to,  and 
debate  adjourned  sine  die. 


SUMMARY  JURISDICTION  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 
Bill  read  3**  (according  to  Order). 

Lord  CLONBROQK  :    My  Lords,  t 
rise  to   move  ptg^ed^^^lim)^!^  »«*" 
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claosa  to  provide  Uiiit  a  Juatiue  ip. 
Iteiand  ahafl  not  be  disqu^litted  to  uot 
for  any  purpoa^^  under  the  Ucoiising 
Acts  by  roaaon  only  of  hk  being 
ii  I  tt*  roister]  in  a  Taflvray  compaTiy,  wliich 
is  a  retailer  of  int-oxicating  liquor.  A 
^^f^t  ' diiqualilicatioii  oxLsted  in  thin 
eouritiy  until  the  Licenain^;:  Act  of  190'S, 
in  whtch  a  clause  was  iiiserted  preeist^ly 
stmtk r  to  the  on e  T  now  mo v o .  T  t h  i  uk 
it  is  quite  manifest  that  it  was  not  die 
iAtentioQ  of  the  tpgislsture  that  a  rao^is- 
tpate  ^hpuld  be  dtsqualxfied  Irom  sitting 
for  such  a  eaude,  and  ais  the  disqualifica- 
tion has  been  removed  in  Ibis  country^  I 
ask  that  the  law  in  Ireland  should  be 
assimilated  w|th  that  in  England  in  this 
Eoapec^. 

Amendment  moved^ — • 

■  *•  Aft^r'Claoae  2,  to  insert  the  fbHowmg  n6w 
chtvsiB;  *A  Justice  in  Ireland  sliaM  Dot  Ud 
disqnalified  tQ  act  for  any  parpeae  under  <^^ 
Licensing  Acts,  1828  to  1906;  or  tlie  Licencing 
(Irehtna^  Acts.  1833  tO  1905  or  this  .Act,  hv 
reason  only  ^f  his  being  interested  in  a  rail- 
way eem)»any  wbioli  isa^tiltlerof  iatoxidatiBg 
hqviot.*  "r-itordClonbrock,}. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :' My 
Lords,  with  the  object  of  tbe*  noble  L6td  d 
Amendment  I  am  in  entife  sympathy, 
but  I  think  it  is  my  duty  .tq  point  out 
that  the  proposed  n»jw  clause  is  h«rdlv 
relevant .  to  the  purposes  of  this  Bill. 
The  Bill  is  ,one  dealing  with  married 
pqrsons  when  habitual  drunkards  and 
>AitK  persons  found  drunk  in,  charge  of 
children.  .  It  is  quite  true  that  it  does 
deal  with  summary  jurisdiction,  but  the 
Amendment  i^  of  a  general  kind,  enact- 
ing that,  a  JustiCjD  in  Irelapd  shall  not.be 
disqualified  to  act  "  for  any  purpose ''  by 
reas<m  only  of  his  being  interested .  in  a 
railway  company  which  is  a  retailer  of 
intoxicating  licj^uor.  Having  ha,d  some 
experience  in  ihe  interpretation  and 
administration  of  the  law,  I  venture  to 
say  there  is'  gre^t  tDCOnvenience  in  a 
clause  being  inserted  in  a  Bill  wbicb  is 
not  really  germane  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Bill ;  and  I  suggest  that. such  an  Amend-' 
ment  would^nqt  b^  held  to  b^  in  or^er  in 
the  other  House.  I  know  that  we  are : 
not  so  strict^  here,  but  I  suggest  to  the 
noble  Lord  that  his  proposed  new  clause 
is  not  .relevaiit  to  this  Bill. 

Lord  CLONBRQCKL  :  >Iy  Lords,  after 
what  ^  has^  icon  said  by- the ;  noble  a^. 


learned .  Lord  on  t^be  Woolsack,'  I  beg  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment.  ^  ,:  (  i.  :,.*  i 

.  Ameudpaenti  by  leavej  withdrawn.      * 

An  Amendment  made ;    Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons., 


COSTS  IN  CKlMfNAL  CASES  Bl^Ji. 

[Second  Rkadinq.]     *      *-  - 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Seconcjl 
Reading  read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  this  is  a  Bill  which  is  mostly  con- 
solidation. There  are  cert^n  Amend- 
ments inserted  in  it  which  are  the  result 
of  the  recommendations  of  a  Departmental 
Commiiteetwo  orthreeyearsago.  They  are 
not  substantial  Amendments,  but  the^  do 
tend  to  convenience.  I  think  yoiir  Lprd- 
dhip3  would  not  wish  me  to  enter  in  detafl 
into  the  uninteresting  subject  of  tfosts  in 
criminal  cases,  but  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
answer  any  question  in  Committee. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  he  now  read^»." 

—{The  L/rd  Chancellor). 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS    OFFICES. 
Second    Report   of  the  Select   Com- 
mittee considered  (according  to  Order), 
and  agreed  to. 


IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE. 
The  EaUl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  Ask  His  Majesty's  Government, 
in  view  of  the  statement  made  by  Ijord' 
Denman,  when  speaking  •  on  the  Earl 
of  Donoughmore's  Motion  on  Wednes- 
day, 1 5th  July,  that — 

*'  The  Government  were  not  prepared  to 'ask 
British  taxpayers  for  a  further  contribution  ; 
eliminating  taxpayers  and  ratepayers,  bnly  the 
landlords  and  tenants  remain^,  and  it  leaS 
evident  that  there  would  haVe  to  be  a  re- 
adjustment of  existing  contracts  as  f ac  ajs  thode 
parties  to  the  bargain  were  concerned.  .  .  ." ; 

whether  this  is  to  be  taken  to  mean ' 
that  existing  agreements  between  lan^ 
lord  and  tenant  that  hk^e,  been  sight •^ 
by  both  parties  ai|idedb^<lgeO®ith  the- 
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Estate  Commissioners  are  to  be  re-ar- 
ranged between  the  said  parties  before 
the  estate  is  declared. to  be  an  estate 
by  the  ConmiissioAers  and  the  closing 
day  fixed. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  the 
Question  which  the  noble  Earl  has  placed 
on  the  Paper  arises  out  of  a  mistake 
in  The  Times  report  of  something  I  said 
in  your  Lordships'  House  in  the  debate 
on  the  Lrish  Land  Purchase  Act.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  mistake  was 
mine,  because  I  noticed  that  in  the 
report  in  Hansard  and  in  other  news- 
papers it  was  not  as  in  The  Times  report. 
Referring  to  the  bargain  contained  in 
the  terms  of  the  Act  of  1903,  I  said  a 
readjustment  of  the  existing  contract 
would  be  necessary.  1  made  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  existing  agreements. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  Earl 
requires  any  further  information  in 
answer  to  his  Question. 


CRAN  MEASURES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
considered  (according  to  order),  and 
dispensed  with,  and  Bill  read  3',  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


IRELAND—PROCLAIMED  COUNTIES. 

Lord  KILLANIN  rose  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government:  (1)  Why  the 
\^hole  of  the  County  of  Galway  was  pro- 
claimed instead  of  the  restricted  areas 
which   are   in   a   state   of   disturbance. 

(2)  )^hat  are  the  legal  grounds  for  the 
assertion  of  the  Government  that  the 
expenses  of  extia  forces  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  in  disturbed  areas  can  be 
made  chargeable  only  on  counties  at  large. 

(3)  If  the  peremptory  directions  of  the 
Irish  Government  to  the  Galway  County 
Council  to  levy  the  demands  for  these 
expenses — made  each  half  year  from 
September,  1905  to  September,  1S07 — 
of  various  districts  and  townlands  were 
wrong  and  illegal.  (4)  Whether,  if  the 
laws  is  as  they  assert,  they  will  immedi- 
ately introduce  legislation  to  remedy 
the  glaring  injustice  of  this  indiscriminate 
mode   of  taxation  in  this  matter.     (5) 

The  Earl  of  Mayo, 


When  and  for  what  periods  have  counties 
in  Ireland  been  proclaimed  under  6  &  7 
Will.  IV.,  c.  13,  during  the  last  thirty 
years ;  and  what  demands  for  the  expenses 
of  extra  police  were  made  on  each  such 
occasion ;  and  on  what  areas — ^whether 
cormties  or  baronies,  districts,  or  other 
parts  of  a  county — were  these  demands 
ordered  to  be  levied ;  and  to  move  for 
Papers. 

The  noble  Lord  said.  My  Lords,  in 
bringing  this  ntatter  for  a  second  time 
under  your  Lordships'  notice  when  I  have 
so  recently  raised  it,  I  feel  that  possibly 
some  apology  is  due  to  your  Lordships ; 
but  my  excuse  must  be  that  I  consider 
the  treatment  of  the  proclaimed  counties 
and  the  heavy  expenditure  both  out  of  the 
Exchequer  and  locally — I  understand 
something  like  £47,000  ii  the  last  year, 
and  in  the  County  of  Galway  something 
like  £16,000  in  one  year  —  a  subject 
of  very  great  importance.  I,  therefore, 
think  I  am  justified  in  bringing  it  again 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  and  of  tho 
Government,  and,  so  far  as  is  in  my 
power,  to  the  notice  of  public  opinion, 
especially  in  Ireland,  where  I  hope  by 
attending  to  this  matter  some  improve- 
ment may  take  place. 

I  also  have  this  excuse  for  bringing 
the  matter  pertinaciously  under  your 
notice,  that  I  am  an  elected  county 
coxmcillor  in  the  Coxmty  of  Galway,  and, 
as  such,  it  is  my  duty  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers  whom  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  on  that  body, 
and  who  I  consider,  by  the  treatment 
of  the  Government  in  this  matter,  are 
being  dealt  with  most  unjustly.  Further- 
more, when  I  brought  this  matter  before 
the  House  a  fortnight  or  so  ago  the  noble 
Lord  who  represents  the  Irish  OiB&ce  and 
the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  House 
practically  confessed  that  they  were 
unable  to  answer  the  questions  and  the 
points  I  made  ;  and  the  noble  Earl,  with 
his  usual  courtesy,  asked  me  to  bring  up 
the  matter  again. 

I  do  not  desire  to  go  at  great  length 
into  the  whole  story,  but  I  think  it  is 
necessary  more  or  less  to  describe  the 
situation.  Certain  districts  in  Ireland 
are,  xmfortunately,  in  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance. That  is  admitted  by  every- 
one. The  Lord-Lieutenant  has  pro- 
claimed   the^^coxmties    in    yrhi^h   those 
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districts  are ;  lie  has  poured  into  those 
counties  an  immense  number  of  police, 
and,  thereby,  a  great  expenditure  has 
been  incurred.  This  mode  of  dealing 
with  the  trouble  does  not  commend 
itself  to  me,  for  the  very  simple  reason 
that  it  is  doing  no  sood  whatever  and 
is  absolutely  ineffectual.  In  spite  of 
the  larse  numbers  of  police  poured  into 
the^e  districts,  in  spite  of  new  barracks 
beine  built,  these  crimes  and  outrages 
still  CO  on  unchecked  and  they  even 
increase.  The  police  seem  to  have  no^ 
power  of  stopping  them,  and  they  actually 
take  place  in  the  presence  of  the  police, 
who  are  simply  spectators  of  what  croes 
on.  The  reason  for  that  is  quite  easy 
to  see.  The  people  know  that  whether 
they  are  arrested  or  not,  they  will  not 
be  punished  and  nothing  will  happen. 
Consequently,  these  practicea,  in  spite 
of  the  presence  of  the  police,  continue. 

Possibly  the  contention  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  is  that,  though  this  mode  of  treating 
the  matter  is  not  directly  effectual,  it  may 
be  effectual  through  the  taxation  which 
it  is  necessary  to  place  on  the  districts. 
Thit  u  reasonable.  I  do  not  myself 
r.dmire  that  mode  of  punishment,  but 
I  recognise  that  if  this  taxation  was 
livied  on  the  disturbed  districts,  if  the 
taxation  was  made  punitive,  it  would 
pDssibly  deter  the  people  from  continuing 
these  practices,  and  thus  remedy  the 
matter.  But  whatever  chance  there 
was  of  that  form  of  dealing  with  the 
matter  being  effective,  is  completely 
destroyed  by  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  levying  the  taxation 
for  the  extra  forces  of  police  on  the 
disturbed  areas  where  the  outrages  take 
place,  levy  it  on  counties  at  large,  in- 
cluding districts  that  are  peaceful  and 
have  no  connection  whatever  with  the 
disturbances.  In  that  way  they  are, 
to  my  mind,  depriving  this  taxation  of 
.  any  possibility  of  being  indirectly  effec- 
tive. 

I  would  also  point  out,  in  this  con- 
nection, that  the  districts  in  which 
these  distorbanoes  take  place  are  not 
akme  not  being  punished  by  the  taxation, 
bat  they  are  actually  deriving  benefits 
from  the  presence  of  the  extra  police. 
Yoa  have  only  to  be  acquainted  with 
these  small  towns  and  villages  in  the 
West  of  Ireland,  where  the  population 


is  numbered  by  hindreds,  to  know  that 
the  moving  of  a  hundred  policemen  to 
that  district  is  a  great  advantage.  There 
are  the  most  amazing  stories  in  circula- 
tion as  to  what  is  going  on  in  reference 
to  private  lodgings  for  the  police,  means 
of  conveyance,  and  provisions.  I  have 
heard — and  I  believe  it  to  be  true — 
that  in  a  certain  town  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  a  house  which  is  usually  let 
at  £30  a  year  has  been  taken  by  the 
police  authorities  at  £30  a  month ;  and 
cars  are  hired  in  these  districts  for  tho 
conveyance  of  the  police  at  an  expendi- 
ture for  which  you  could  get  a  special 
train  from  Dablin  to  Galway.  Tho 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  was  never, 
and  is  not  now,  an  unpopular  body  in 
Ireland,  It  is  composed  of  good-looking 
and  attractive  young  Irishmen,  and, 
therefore,  in  these  districts  they  are  a 
great  addition  to  the  society  of  the  place, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  heard 
that  in  a  small  town  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  there  have  been  within  the  last 
month  five  marriages  of  members  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 

There  is  another  point  of  view,  and 
it  is  the  one  which,  as  a  county  councillor, 
I  admit  more  especially  interests  me, 
and  that  is  that  by  levying  this  taxation 
over  the  whole  county  you  are  not 
i  lone  not  making  the  taxation  punitive, 
but  you  are  including  within  it  a  large 
number  of  people  and  great  tracks  of 
country  which  are  as  quiet  and  peaceable 
as  possible.  I  am  not  referring  to  small 
districts  where  it  is  inevitable,  perhaps, 
that  those  who  are  innocent  should 
suffer.  I  am  referring  to  the  whole 
of  the  western  half  of  the  county  of 
Galway.  If  the  noble  Lord  wants  to 
know  what  positions  I  am  referring  to 
I  may  mention  them  specifically.  I 
refer  to  the  rural  district  of  Clifden,  to 
the  whole  of  the  rural  district  of 
Oughterard,  and  to  at  least  half  of  the 
rural  district  of  Gralway  and  also  to 
the  town  of  (Jalway,  and  I  say  that 
in  all  those  districts  there  is  no  ground 
for  taxing  the  people.  I  also  wish  to 
ask  why  the  whole  of  the  county  of 
Galway  was  proclaimed.  The  section 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  gives 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  the  power  of  pr( 
claiming  districts  gives  him  full  power — 
in  fact,  directs  lum — to  proclaim  .only 
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thode  portions  .61  a  county  which  are 
in  a  ^tate  -of  dbtorbance.  It  is  Section 
13  of  6  and  1  Wm.  IV.,  c.  13,  and  is  as 
followit — ;        '         ,    . 

*^  The  Lord- Lieutenant  may  declare  by 
proclamation  that  any  county,  county  of  a 
city,  or  county  of  a  town  in  Ireland*  or  any 
barony  or  baronies,  half  barony  or  half  baronies 
in  any  county  at  large,  or  any  district  of  less 
extent  than  any  barony  or  half  barony,  is  or  are 
in  a  state  of  disturbance  and  require  a.n  addi- 
tional establishment  of  police."  ..   f  ■ ' 

Will  the  noble  Lord  say  that  any  of  those 
districts  to  which  I  refer — they  are  fifty 
miles  long  and  fifty  miles  broad — are^  in  a 
state  of  disturbance  requiring  additional 
police  ?  As  &  matter  of  fact,  are  there 
any  additional  police  in  those  districts  ? 
Is  it  not  rather  the  fact  that  pplice  have 
been  taken  from  those  districts  in  order  to 
be  placed  in  the  disturbed  districts  ?  I 
submit  that  that  part  of  Galway  is  quite 
undisturbed,  and  that  the  people  are 
living  in  that  perfect  peace  which  always 
obtains  in  Ireland  when  there  are  not 
agrarian  troubles.  Therefore  I  contend 
that  to  proclaim  the  whole  cpunty  was 
I  n  abuse  of  the  Lord -Lieutenant's  power 
considering  the  section  I  have  just  re^d, 
which  expressly  and  wearisomely  ijlen- 
tionathe  various  sub-divisions  of  a  county 
whidi  ho  may  declare  to  be  in  a  state 
of  disturbance  requiring  an  additional 
establishment  of  police.  L  therefore  de- 
liberately ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  have  the  whole  of  the  western  portion 
of  the  cotinty  of  Galway  unproclaimed. 

Itis  An  insult  to  that  part  of  the  county 
to  proclaim  it ;  but  far  more  important  is 
the  injury  done  to  these  people  by  in- 
flicting the  extra  taxation  upon  them. 
It  becomes  worse  when  we  recall  that 
nearly  all. thatdistrict  is  scheduled  as  a 
cong^ted/areay-and  at  this  moment  the 
county,  council  of  Galway  are  having  to 
tax  those  districts  for  the  purpose  of 
starting  relief  works  to  prevent  the  in- 
h  ibitanta  dying  of  starvation .  Theref (ke 
I  say  i£  was  tragic  to  include  those  dis- 
tricts. His  Majesty's  Gbvernmerit  might 
just  aSi.well  proclaim  and  levy  this  taxa- 
tion o&  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  it  would  be  less 
absurd  to  do.  so,  because  at  least  in  the 
coimty  of  Middlesex  the  lioble  Lord,  Loird 
Denman,  resides  as  welt  as  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
landvftnd,  akhough  I  do  not  accuse  them 
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of  intentionally  encouraging-'  this  dis- 
tui*bance,  I  do  say  that  in- fadb  they  V? 
m^e  connected  with  this  agrarian  trouble 
than  amyone  living  in  the  western  h^tf  of 
the  county  of  Galway.        * 

What  is  the  answer  .of  Hisi  Majesty's 
Government  in  this  matter  of  levying  the 
taxation  on  the  whole  county  ?  I  underr 
stood  the  noble  Lord  who  represents  the 
Irish  Office  to  say  that  it  was  necessary  to 
levy  it  on  the  whole  county.  I  under- 
stood him  to  spe^k  sympathetically  the 
otiier  evening,  and:  to  imply  that  if  it 
could  be  levied  on  the  districts  they 
would  do  so,  but  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  levy,  it  on  the  .whole  ooUhty. 
Of  <>ourB^  that  isa  legal  matter,  but  I  have 
looked  as  well  aa^I  cwld  into  it  and  I 
would  refer  the  noble  Lord  to  two  scctipns 
in  th^  Acts  of  Parliamen.t  which  deal 
with  this  matter  which  I  consider  are  very 
pertinent.  I  mentioned  these,  sec.tions, to 
the  Aoble  Lord  yesterday  so  that  he  would 
have  time  to  give  me  an  answer,  because 
I  desire  the  matter  cleared  up.  I  submit 
to  His  Majesty's  Government  that  there 
are  only  two  ways  of  putting  extra  police 
into  a  disturbed  county — they  must 
come  either  from  another  county. or  from 
the  reserve  depot  ip  Dublin.  In  the  ijase 
of  police  being  pioved  from  one  county  to 
another,  Section  28  of  6  and  7 . William 
IV.,  c.  13,  decides  whe^t  is  to  be  the  area  of 
charge.  That  section  says  that  in  such  a 
case  the  expenses  of  such  police — 

"  During  such  time  as  they  shall  t>e,  or 
remain,  in  any  county  or  any  barony  or  half 
barony,  or  other  division  of  a  bardhy,  ck 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  or  town 
and  liberties,  ^all  be  defrayed  in  the  same 
manner  in  all  respects  by  such  county  er  barony 
or  half  barony,  or  other  division  of  a  barony  or 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  or  town' 
and  liberties,  in  respect  of  which  such ^rpeneeis 
shall  have  been  incurred,  and  |o  which  it  shall 
be  by  the  said  Lord -Lieutenant  declared  that 
Such  expenses  relate." 

I  therefore  submit  that,  in  so  far  as  these 
police  arc  moved  from  another  county, 
the  expenses  must  be  defrayed  by  the 
district  into  which  they  are*  moved.  But 
in  the  case  of  poHbe  sent  intoa  county 
from  the  reserve  in  Diiblih,  Section  -'8' 
of  3  and  3  Vict.,  c.  75,  says—      *    ]  ^  '*" 

"  One  moiety  for  the  payment  of  police  com.- 
posing  the  said  Reserve  Force  shall  be  t;aispd 
off  the  county,  county  of  a  city  or  ^ovifktf  of  A ' 
town..  .  .  provided  always  that  it  ^liaU  aw} 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  if  he 
thinks  _flt.  to  dirgpt^that^(te(^^f^.    any 
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propp^i^oi^  tborepf^  qo.  payable  in  respect,  of  the 
Reserve  Fore©,  shall  be  raised  off  any  barony 
or  Baronies,  Half  barony  or  half  baronies,  or  other 
dfvifeion  of  a  barony,  for  the  better  execution 
o&jMm  \KW'  inrbe^in  such  Reserve  Force  or  any 
purt  therbof  may  have  been  e^mployed,  instead 
ofj^the  ^cojm^.jiti  jayge.*'.   ,      ,    :     . 

Tbereiore.I' coatend  ibhi^  it  idiathe 
poweciolwthe  Govemraent,  in  so  fj^r  as 
tha  pioliee  comiiig'  fidm  another  coiinty' 
or.ftQiBthe  reserve  ^epot  in  Dublin  are 
coace^ned,.  to  •  see  that  the  expense  Ab 
placed  .oa  the  baronies  and  not  oh  the 
counties  at  larger  • 

•fii  CDnHnston,  I  ivould  itppoal  tb  His' 
MajeSrty's  Crovemment  to  givo  full  ajid 
faif  (ioasideratiofi  to  t\m  mattor.  I 
hAvc'Tiot  raised  it  in  any  party  spirit. 
In  fact,  I  tliink  that  calling  attention 
to  it  is  of  advantage  to  the  tTOverrmieut 
and  t6  Ireland  u\  that  it  itiiglit  lead  to 
people  realising  what  is  occurring,  and  tb 
a  stop  being  put  to  these  disturbances. 
I.fihoald  bfe  glad  if  that  were- the  result. 
In  that' way  I«hbuid  be  dbing  a  friendly 
taifri  to  His  Majesty's  Government. 
Bat  I  do  mdst' earnestly  ask  thiem  to  look 
into  the  whole  question,  and  if  they  do 
they  willsee  that  the  present  mode  of 
dealiitg  with  the  matter  is  proving 
wh<>Uy  ineffectual,  that  in  the  meantime 
there  is  a  wasteful  expenditure  bf  public 
money,  Arid  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  taxation  is  being  levied  is  most  unjust. 

' MoVed,  "That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  a  Return  showing  the  counties 
and  portions  of  counties  proclaimed  under 
th$  inM)ye  .A<it  -xluring  the  last  thirty 
ye^rs,  with  the  dates  at  which  the  prdcla- 
n^i^dons  were  n^de  and  withdrawn!" — 
(L&rd  KUlfinin,) 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  in  the 
able  and  eloquent  speech. which  the  noble 
Lord  haa  addressed  to  the  House  he  has 
dealt  with  ^two  separate  and  distinct 
questions ;  the  first  was  a  miatter  of  law 
and  liie  second  a  ques|;i«i  of  policy- 
I  will,  endeavour  to  deal  first'  with  the 
qu^ion  of  Jaw*  Thecoimty  of  Qalway 
waat..pci(»!claimed  because  tha  Lord-Lieu- 
telieoKt  vx  Govmcii  >waa  /satisfied*  that  the 
couiity' wa»  ** inj astate  of  disturbance " 
such-  as  to  "  re^pike  an  additional  estab- 
lishment of  .police^"  within  the-  terms 
of  the  Btotute,^  e^WilLIV^' under  whidi 
the  '  proetedmtion  wks  *  made. '  PoKce 
TtepDrta^Aow  a  vesy  considerable  part 


283 

of  the  West  Riding  to  be  undoubtedly 
in  a  state  of  disturbance.  But  cVen 
assuming  that  certain  limited  areas  were 
not  disturbed  to  an  extent  that  would 
require  additional  police,  that  would 
not  affect  the  question  about  which  Lord 
Eillai^in  a^^ears  mainly  concerned — 
hamely,  the  charge  upbn  the  Jocal 
authorities.  Bvfeii  if  limited;  areas  oilly 
were  pvoclain^;  th«  comity  at  largo 
would  equlilly  have  to  beai-  the  charge. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:     Under  what 

scctioii  ?    ' 

LoRDDteNMAN:  Under  .  Section  57 
of  the  Act  of  William  IV.  the  amount 
chairjgeable  for  extra  police  undeir  Sec- 
tion 13,  sent  in  pursuance  ^of  a  procla- 
hiation,  has  to  be^  raised  off  the  county 
at  large.  In  1880  and  1882,  when  a 
number  of  counties  and  parts  of  counties 
wete  proclaimed  and  the  police  forces 
largely  increased,  the  law  officers  advised 
that  the  charge  for  adlitional  police 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
clamation must  be  on  the  county  at 
lar  ;e  and  hot  on  any  limited  district  of 
the  county.  Some  of  the  proclama- 
tions of  1880-2,  as  the  noble  Lord  is 
aware,  remained  in  force  for  many  yeara. 
I  think  the  last  proclani^ion  remained 
in  force  till  the  year  1899.  In  the  ca^e 
o£  Galway  the  additional  police  were 
withdrawn  in  1898.  Throughout,  under, 
both  Liberal  and  Conservative  Govern-' 
ments,  the  charges  have  been  made  on 
th^  counties  at  large. 

The  present  Law  Officws  agree  that 
the  hw  is  as  stated  by  theic  prede- 
cessors in  1880.  The  extra  police  for 
which  (Charges  were  made  against  certain 
districts  and  townlahds  in  Galway,  as 
stated  in  the  third  pari  of  the  Question, 
were  not  additional .  police  appointed 
under  proclamation  as  in  the  present 
;  case,  but  consisted  of  detachments  of  the 
:  established  police  forces  of  other  co untie ;, 
temporarily  sent  to  County,  Galway, 
Under  11  and  12  Vict.,  cap.  72,  Section  6, 
the  charge  for  su(?h  detachments^ — 
iamejy,  a  moiety  of  the.  cost— wa**  made 
upon  the  county  at  large.  In  1374 
;  ihat  was  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
if  the  day.  In  the  year  1900,  however, 
ihCi  then  Law  Officers  of  th^  Crown 
advised  that  the  charge  could  b;  made 
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upon  the  rural  or  urban  districts  in 
which  the  men  were  employed,  and  thi  • 
course  appears  to  have  been  followed 
until  March,  1906,  after  which  date  the 
original  practice  was  reverted  to  on  the 
advice  of  the  present  Law  Ofl&cers,  who 
agree  with  the  view  expressed  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  1874,  that  the  charge 
should  be  on  the  county  at  large,  a  view 
whi  h  has  been  supported  by  judicial 
decision.  Speaking  generally,  it  may  be 
said  that  it  is  open  to  any  local  authority 
who  consider  that  the  methods  of  charg') 
for  extra  police  are  illegal  to  test  the 
matter  by  proceedings  in  one  of  the 
superior  Courts.  I  have  stated  the 
opinion  of  the  present  Law  Officers,  and 
that  it  is  supported  by  a  judicial  decision. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE;  What  is  the 
judicial  decision,  and  when  was  it  given  ? 

Lord  DENMAN  :  It  was  given  by 
Mr.  Justice  Harrison  at  the  Wexford 
Assizes  in  1888.  The  noble  Lord  has 
quoted  the  case  of  the  reserve  force  of 
police.  It  is  true  that  in  some  cases  the 
reserve  force  may  be  used  for  a  rather 
similar  purpose  to  those  in  counties; 
but  the  Uw  regarding  that  force  is 
that  it  is  to  be  used  for  *' sudden 
and  extraordinary  emergency."  A  con- 
tinued state  of  disturbance  requiring 
comparatively  permanent  additions  to 
th**  police  force,  as  in  CJounty  Galway 
at  the  present  time,  must  be  treated 
under  the  Act  of  William  IV.  Even  if 
the  reserve  force  were  used,  I  under- 
stand that  it  would  not  be  sufficient,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government,  for  the 
purpose  of  policing  County  Galway  at 
the  present  time. 

In  reply  to  the  fifth  question,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  give  the  Return  asked  for,  but 
to  enumerate  the  extra  expenses  of  police 
would  entail  enormous  labour,  and  I 
hope  the  noble  Lord  will  not  press  for 
that  part  of  the  Return.  As  to  the 
question  of  injustice,  I  cannot  admit  that 
there  is  any  injustice  resulting  from  the 
mode  of  taxation.  I  admit  that  this  is 
a  rough-and-ready  method  of  dealing 
with  this  matter,  and  in  some  cases  no 
doubt  innocent  persons  must  suffer  with 
the  guilty.  But  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  narrowing  the  area  1  Supposing  a 
particular  grazier  has  his  cattle  driven ;  he 
is  probably  the  largest  ratepayer  in  the 
district^  and  therefore  if  wo  narrowed 
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the  area  not  only  would  that  man  suffer 
all  the  inconvenience  and  hardship  of 
having  his  cattle  driven,  but  in  addition 
would  have  to  pay  the  greater  part  of  the 
expense  of  the  police  sent  to  protect  his 
property.  I  quite  admit  that  in  the  case 
of  the  noble  Lord  himself  and  of  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  he  resides,  it  is  a 
hardship  to  Lave  to  pay  for  the  misdeeds 
of  other  people  in  a  different  part  of  the 
county.  I  admit  that.  But  the  ques- 
tion, I  think,  is  whether  some  people 
should  suffer  a  certain  amount  of  hard- 
ship, or  a  much  smaller  number  of  people 
suffer  considerably  greater  hardship. 
I  gather  from  the  tenor  of  the  noble  Lord's 
remarks  that  he  was  averse  to  drafting 
police  into  County  Galway  at  all. 

Lord  KILLANIN  :  I  said  it  was  use- 
less. 

Lord  DENMAN:  Well,  my  Lords, 
I  submit  that  if  the  condition  of  County 
Galway  is  bad  it  would  be  considerably 
worse  if  the  police  already  there  were  to 
be  withdrawn.  After  all,  the  remedy 
is  with  the  people  of  the  County  of  Gal- 
way itself.  Let  them  set  their  faces 
against  cattle-driving  and  other  forms 
of  disturbance  and  then  the  police  will 
b3  withdrawn,  and  if  a  better  state  of 
things  should  come  to  pass  in  that  county 
there  is  nobody  who  would  welcome 
such  a  state  of  things  more  warmly  than 
the  Chief  Secretary. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
My  Lords,  I  cannot  allow  this  debate  to 
terminate  without  saying  a  word  with 
regard  to  the  extraordinary  statement 
to  which  we  have  just  listened.  The 
condition  of  things  is  entirely  due  to  His 
Majesty's  Government.  They  have  not 
taken  steps  to  put  down  cattle-driving, 
but  have  allowed  it  to  go  on  increasing 
until  it  has  spread  over  eight  counties, 
and  they  have  proclaimed  six  counties 
under  the  Act  of  William  III.  and  placed 
enormous  expense  upon  them  for  extra 
police.  The  law  if  properly  administered 
is  perfectly  capable  of  dealing  with 
cattle-driving,  and  I  want  to  know  why 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  not  put 
into  force  the  powers  they  already 
possess.  The  condition  of  Ireland  is  one 
of  increasing  lawlessness.  The  Chief 
Secretary  in  his  speecihes  has  ^ed  to 
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gloss  over  the  state  of  affairs,  but  there 
were  during  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year,  I  believe,  more  cattle-drives  than 
in  the  whole  of  last  year  and  more  people 
under  police  protection.  Yet  I  thmk 
I  have  never  heard  a  responsible  Govern- 
ment make  a  weaker  answer  than  that 
made  by  Lord  Denman  to  my  noble  friend. 

♦Lord  MACDONNBLL  of  SWIN- 
FORD :  My  Lords,  in  rising  to  speak 
on  this  subject  I  crave  from  your 
Lordships  a  full  measure  of  that 
indulgence  which  of  your  goodness  you 
concede  to  those  who  address  you  for 
the  first  time.  I  venture  to  address  your 
Lordships  to-day  because  I  am  familiar 
with  the  subject  under  your  notice,  because 
I  have  sympathy  with  the  views  of  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Eillanin,  and  because 
the  subject  possesses  certain  aspects  to 
which  I  wish  to  invite  your  Lordships' 
attention. 

Mv  purpose  will  be  facilitated  if  your 
Lordships  will  permit  me  to  explain  very 
briefly  what  the  organisation  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  is,  so  far  as  that 
organisation  is  germane  to  the  questions 
placed  on  the  Paper  by  the  noble  liord. 
The  Royal  Lish  Constabulary  is  divided 
into  two  bodies,  which  are  recruited  under 
different  legal  provisions.  One  of  these 
bodies  is  called  the  Free  Force,  and  the 
other  body  is  called  the  Reserve.  The 
Free  Force  is  limited  by  law  to  a  maximum 
strength  of  10,678  officers  and  men  ;  the 
Reserve  is  similarly  limited  to  a  maximum 
strength  of  412  officers  and  men.  The 
Reserve  Force,  as  its  name  implies, 
is  intended  for  use  cm  emergencies  only. 
It  is  quartered  in  one  body  in  the 
Constabulary  Dep6t  in  the  Phoenix 
Park,  On  the  other  hand,  the  Free  Force 
is  divided,  triennially,  among  the  counties 
of  Ireland  and  the  City  of  Belfast,  which 
for  special  reasons  is  policed  by  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary;  and  the 
number  of  men  allocated  to  each  county 
is  technically  called  the  Parliamentary 
quota  of  that  county.  It  frequently  hap- 
pens that  the  qttota  of  a  particular 
county  has  proved  inadequate  for  the 
county's  needs  and  as  the  quota  itself 
cannot  be  increased  during  the  currency 
of  the  triennial  allocation,  other  means 
are  provided  by  law  and  practice  for 
meeting  the  particular  emergency  or  by 
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increasing  its  total  police  force  of  the 
county. 

Lord  Eillanin  said  there  were  only 
two  ways  of  doing  that,  but  there  are 
four.  One  way  is  by  the  magistrates 
of  the  county,  in  special  meeting  as- 
sembledy  requisitioning  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant for  any  increase.  Another  way 
is  for  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  on  the  advice 
of  his  Privy  Council,  to  increase  the 
police  force  of  any  particular  county. 
A  third  way  is  to  employ  part  of  the 
reserve  in  the  county,  and  the  fourth 
and  last  way  is  to  transfer  for  temporary 
service  to  the  disturbed  county  part  of 
the  quotas  of  other  countries,  which, 
being  in  a  peaceful  condition,  can  afford 
to  spare  the  men.  No  matter  under 
which  of  these  four  methods  the  police 
quota  of  a  county  is  reinforced,  one-half 
of  the  cost  of  the  reinforcement  falls 
upon  the  rates.  The  important  question 
raised  by  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  KiUanin, 
really  comes  to  this.  Should  the  cost 
be  recovered  from  the  county  at  large, 
or  should  it  fall  on  the  disturbed  districts 
alone  ? 

Where  the  police  force  of  a  county 
has  been  strengthened  by  the  action  of 
the  magistrates  or  the  initiation  of  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  on  the  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council,  the  invariable  practice 
has,  I  believe,  been  to  treat  the  cost  as 
a  county  at  large  charge ;  where  the 
reinforcement  has  come  &om  the  reserve, 
the  practice  has  been  to  treat  the  cost 
as  recoverable  from  the  particular  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  additional  police 
have  been  employed.  But  where  the 
reinforcement  has  come  from  the  Free 
Forces  of  other  counties  the  practice 
has  varied.  Under  the  last  and  the 
present  Liberal  Administration  it  has 
been  treated  as  a  county  at  large  charge. 
During  the  last  five  years,  at  all  events, 
of  the  late  Unionist  Administration,  the 
charge  was  recovered  from  the  districts 
whose  condition  made  necessary  the 
introduction  of  the  additional  police. 

My  Lords,  it  is,  I  think,  very  desirable 
that  there  diotdd  be  uniformity  of  prac- 
tice in  this  matter.  I  confess  that,  looking 
at  the  matter  from  the  point  of  view  of  an 
executive  officer,  my  preference  is  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  interpretation  which  the 
Unionist  Law  Officers  have  placed  upon  the 
law.    T  consider  that  it  is  m  the^^^l^stt^ 
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of  peace  and  order  and  of  fair  play  that 
those  people  who  are  peaceable  and  law- 
abiding  should  not  be  fined  because  of 
the  sins  of  people  who  are  disorderly. 
I  think  it  is  unfair  that  if  three- 
fourths  of  the  county  are  peaceable  and 
orderly,  those  three-fourths  dwmld  have 
to  pay  for  the  one-fourth  which  is  dis- 
orderly. I  have  had  much  Experience  of 
the  use  of  police  in  this  way.  In  Lidia 
we  used  to  call  them  pxmitive  police,  and 
I  found  this  method  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient in  manitaining  order.  Under  a 
Western  as  under  an  Eastern  sun  the  most 
sensitive  part  of  communities  or  of  in* 
dividuals  is  their  purses,  and  if  you  bring 
sufficient  force  to  bear  in  that  direction 
you  generally  re-establish  order  and  deter 
other  people  from  breaking  the  law. 

I  have  only  one  remark  more  to  make, 
and  it  is  with  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  noble  Marquess  opposite. 
I*am  not  here  to  speak  for  the  Govern- 
ment ;  I  speak  for  myself  alone  as  a 
private  Member  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  but,  of  course,  I  have  had  ex- 
ceptional opportunities  for  acquiring 
information,  and,  indeed  I  feel  that  in 
addressing  your  Lordships  I  sufEer  from 
the  inconvenience  that  I  have  so 
lately  come  from  public  service.  But  I 
think  I  may  say  that  the  enforcement 
of  theXCoercion  Act  did  not  relieve  the 
Unionist  Grovemment  from  having  re- 
course to  this  strengthening  of  the  police 
force  of  the  country.  Speaking  for 
myself  alone,  I  am  disposed  to  think 
that,  when  the  Unionist  Government, 
with  intentions  of  which  I  completely 
approve,  made  its  excursion  into  the 
fields  of  Liberalism  in  1898,  it  introduced 
into  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act 
certain  provisions  which  have  had  very 
great  effect  upon  the  magisterial  benches 
throughout  Ireland.  I  have  belief  and 
confidence  in  my  coimtrymen  that  what- 
ever hasty  action  was  then  taken  will  in 
time  be  justified ;  but  in  the  meantime 
the  action  of  the  Unionist  Government 
has  had  this  effect,  that  it  has  compelled 
the  Liberal  Government  of  this  day  to 
cope  with  disorder  in  Ireland  with  broken 
harness  and  with  blunted  weapons. 

Lord  ATKINSON  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
no  desire  to  discuss  the  point  of  law,  and 
I  do  not  at  all  rise  to  enter  .  upon 
the  material  question  how  far  the  action 
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of  the  Government  of  1898  blunted 
the  weapons  for  preserving  law  and 
order.  I  will  only  venture  to  say,  in 
passing,  that  if  they  were  blunted,  at 
all  events,  we  managed  to  maintain 
law  ahd  order  in  Ireland/  But  I  rise 
f,or  an  entirely  different  purpose.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  had  the  good  or  evil 
frrtune  to  give  an  opinion  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  do  such  an  extremely 
absurd,  and,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly 
abortive,,  thing  as  when  one  division  of 
a  county  was  disturbed,  to  punish,  not 
only  that  division,  but  its  peaceful 
neighbours.  Accordingly,  we.  advised 
that  under  the  statute  it  Was  competent, 
when  a  district  was  proclaimed,  to  send 
police  to  that  district,  and  to  charge  its 
support  upon  that  district.  I  now  rise 
to  make  a  suggestion.  Lord  Denman 
invited  my  noble  friend  to  raise  the 
question  in  a  Court  of  law.  That  was 
a  very  barren  and  mocking  invitation. 
He  cannot  raise  it  in  a  Court  of  law. 
The  question  is  not  whether  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  is  bound  toliave  the  expenses 
raised  from  the  disturbed  districts ;  it 
is  whether  or  not  an  option  is  given 
to  him  to  direct  that  it  be  levied  off 
the  larger  area.  I  suggest  to  the  Grovem- 
ment that  in  one  of  the  proclaimed 
counties  the  Lord-Lieutenant  should 
direct  that  a  small  sum  should  be  levied 
on  a  particular  area,  whereupon  the  legal 
question  whether  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
had  or  had  not  the  jurisdiction  to  charge 
over  the  smaller  area  cOidd  be  decided. 
If  he  has  not,  then  I  qidte  agree  with 
Lord  MacDonnell  that  unquestionably 
the  law  ought  to  be  changed,  for  nothing 
could  be  more  unjust  thf^i  that  people 
who  have  no  connection  with  the  dis- 
turbances shotdd  be  mulcted  for  the 
support  of  the  additional  police  that  are 
necessary  to  check  the  disorder  of  their 
neighbours. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  :  My  Lords,  the 
case  presented  with  singular  clearness 
and  fairness  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Killanin  is  that  it  seems  imjust  to  tax  the 
wider  area,  a  substantial  portion  of 
which  might  be  entirely  innocent,  if 
there  is  a  power  of  concentrating  the 
chargCjOn  the  portion  of  the  coimty 
which  is  disturbed.  The  noble  Lord 
who  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Office 
stated  that  unty.gj.9|^^yi^^  practice  had 
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been  as  stated  by  Lord  Killanin,  but 
that  in  that  year  a  change  was  made, 
and  instead  of  the  smaller  localities 
being  charged  the  expenditure  was 
spread  over  the  whole  county.  It  is 
obvious,  from  the  speech  of  Lord 
Macdonnell,  that  the  practice  which 
was  stopped  in  1906  had  been  acted 
upon  on  previous  occasions  by  various 
Governments  and  under  various  Law 
Officers  without  question ;  and  Lord 
Macdonnell  has  intimated  very  clearly 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  power  of  charging 
the  smaller  area  was  a  wise  and  useful 
power,  and  that  as  a  question  of  policy 
and  prudence  it  would  be  well  to  adopt 
that  course.  Lord  Atkinson  has  also  pre- 
sented the  case  in  the  fairest  possible  way. 
I  venture  to  suggest  that,  by  the  light 
of  what  has  fallen  from  both  sides  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  only  fair  and  reason- 
able for  the  Government  to  apply  their 
minds  to  this  question  and  see  whether 
they  have  not  a  discretion  to  make  the 
chiurge  upon  the  narrower  locality  if 
they  tUnk  it  expedient  in  the  interests 
of  law  and  order. 

♦Thb  Eael  of  mayo  :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  "who  replied  on 
behalf  of  the  Irish  Office  said,  in  the 
concluding  words  of  his  speech,  that  the 
people  of  (Jalway  must  set  their  faces 
against  cattle-driving.  I  ask  whether 
the  Government  have  set  their  faces  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  against  cattle- 
driving.  The  answer,  I  think,  is,  "  No." 
The  fact  remains  that  after  many  months 
of  their  efforts  cattle-driving  still  goes 
on,  not  alone  in  (Jalway  but  in  other 
places.  I  should  like  to  draw  attention 
to  a  statement  made  by  Judge  Kenny 
at  the  Galway  Assizes  the  other  day. 
He  said —  , 

"  The  only  part  of  the  Ctennfcy  Galway  not 
hi  a  state   of   extoeme   lawlessness   is   Con- 


Connemara  is  the  most  congested 
part  of  County  Galway.  What,  then, 
becomes  of  the  azgument  that  it  is  in 
the  congested  districts  that  the  people 
want  these  extra  grass  lands  ?  'Hie 
fact  is  that  this  cattle-driving  is  engineered 
by  the  people  in  the  small  towns  and 
by  the  young  blackguards  who  gather 
roond  th^  public-houses  at  night.  It 
js  not  the  people  in  the  congested  dis- 


tricts who  indulge  in  these  raids.  Lord 
Denman  said  that  the  grazier  would 
suffer  if  the  extra  rate  was  put  on  the 
particular  distri(^t  where  the  ciEittle 
were  driven,  but  the  truth  is  that  he 
would  much  rather  pay  the  extra  rate 
and  have  his  cattle  protected.  I  admit 
that  on  the  whole  Ireland  is  peaceful, 
but  there  is,  as  I  have  said  before  in 
this  House,  a  gangrene  in  the  country 
that  will  spread  if  it  is  not  stopped.  We 
have  to  look  forward — and  next  winter, 
if  the  measures  that  we  are  con- 
tinually promised  are  not  properly  put 
into  force,  we  shall  have  further  trouble. 
The  answer  of  the  GovernmeAt  is  an 
evasion  of  the  actual  question.  I  only 
hope  that  a  little  backbone  will  be  put 
into  this  matter.  The  Government  know 
as  well  as  I  do  that  cattle-driving  could 
be  stopped  if  they  put  into  effect  the 
remedies  at  their  command. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  My  Lords,  in 
spite  of  what  the  noble  Earl  has  said  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  question  raised 
by  Lord  Killanin  is  purely  a  legal  question 
or,  at  any  rate^  almost  entirely  a  legal 
question,  and  consequently  the  discussion 
has  very  properly  in  the  main  concen- 
trated itself  on  the  legal  aspect  of  the 
case.  Previous  to  the  year  1900,  owing 
to  a  decision,  I  imagine,  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  Lord  Ashbourne  in 
1874 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  :  I  did  not  come 
in  until  1877. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  Well,  owmg 
to  the  decision  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Conservative  Govemmwit  of  Aat  year 
the  charge  was  placed  on  the  county 
and  it  so  remained  up  to  1900,  when  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  then  Government 
gave  a  different  decision.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  Lord  Atkinson,  stated 
that  it  would  not  be  possible,  for  the 
reason  he. gave,  for  the  county  council 
of  Galway  or  any  other  county  council 
to  do  what  my  noble  friend  behind  me 
invited  them  to  do,  which  was  to  bring 
the  matter  into  Court.  The  proposition, 
therefore,  of  Lord  Atkinson,  was  this, 
that  assuming  the  present  Law  Officers 
:;re  rii^ht  in  denying  a  discretion  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  and  in  saying  that  he  is 
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obliged  to  charge  on  the  county,  the  Lord- 
Lieuten.aijit  should  place  himself  within  the 
possibility  of  an  action's  being  brought 
against  him  by  making  a  small  charge  on 
some  particular  barony  or  half  barony. 
I  will  consult  my  right  hon.  friend  as  to 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  recommend 
any  action  of  that  kind.  Noble  Lords 
will  understand  that  I  cannot,  of  course, 
say  what  view  he  will  take.  I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  very 
plausible  case  for  saying  that  if  this 
extra  establishment  of  police  is  to  be 
regarded  as  punitive,  the  punitive  effect 
will  be  more  concentrated  if  the  charges 
are  made  on  the  particular  district  to 
which  the  police  are  sent.  But  at  the 
same  time,  it  does  not  do  entirely  to  lose 
sight  of  the  consideration  mentioned  by 
my  noble  friend  behind  me,  namely, 
that  if  everybody  in  the  disturbed  area 
was  guilty  of  disturbance,  it  would  no 
doubt  be  a  proper  method  to  charge  all 
the  money  on  them;  but  even  in  this 
small  area  there  would  be  a  large  pro- 
portion of  innocent  people,  who  would 
have  to  pay  more  per  head  if  the  whole 
charge  was  concentrated  on  the  small 
district.  I  do  not  say  that  that  is  con- 
clusive, but  it  is  a  point  which  has  to  be 
considered.  I  was  a  little  amused  at  the 
way  in  which  the  noble  Earl,  Ix)rd 
Mayo,  seemed  to  roe  to  give  away  Lord 
Killanin's  case  when  he  quoted  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Justice  Kenny  that  the 
whole  of  county  Galway,  except  South 
Ck)nnemara,  was  in  a  state  of  extreme 
lawlessness.  If  that  is  so,  it  is  dear  that 
the  charge  ought,  at  any  rate,  to  be  dis- 
tributed over  the  greater  part  of  the 
county. 

Lord  KILLANIN:  Judee  Kenny  said, 
I  think,  Connemara,  and  that  would 
include  the  whole  of  the  district  which  I 
referred  to.  I  did  not  allude  to  the  West 
Eiding  but  to  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  which  is  not  disturbed  and 
ought  not  to  be  included.  With  regard 
to  the  Return,  could  the  noble  Lord  not 
make  it  a  little  fuller,  showing  on  what 
areas  these  charges  were  levied  ? 
Perhaps  it  would  be  easier  if  I  reduced 
the  period  to  the  last  twenty  years. 

Lord  DENM AN :  I  should  think  that 
would  entail  an  enormous  amount  of 
labour  and  correspondence.  I  will  give 
tho  noble  Lord  the  counties  which  have 
been  proclaimed. 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 
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On   Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 


IMPORTATION  OF  FOREIGN  CATTLE. 
The  Earl  op  ONSLOW  rose  to  call 
attention  to  the  report  of  a  deputation 
which  waited  upon  tiie  Prime  Minister  to 
invite  him  to  repeal  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Act,  1896,  which  prevents  the 
importation  alive  of  cattle  into  this 
country  from  abroad  ;  and  to  ask  what  is 
the  attitude  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
on  the  subject  The  noble  Earl  said: 
My  Lords,  I  observed  in  the  usual 
channels'of  information  a  short  time  ago 
that  a  deputation  had  waited  on  the 
Prime  Minister  with  respect  to  the  state 
of  the  law  affecting  the  introduction  of 
live  cattle  from  abroad.  No  very  lengthy 
report  of  that  deputation,  or  of  the  answer 
which  was  made  to  it,  was  given ;  but  so 
far  as  I  could  gather,  the  right  hon. 
(ientleman  said  that  he  came  from  a  con- 
stituency interested  in  this  question,  and 
that  he  was  prepared  to  give  very  favour- 
able consideration  to  the  introduction  of 
live  cattle  into  this  country  if  he  could  be 
satisfied  that  they  came  from  countries 
where  there  was  no  disease.  But  we 
also  were  informed  that  the  noble  Earl 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
took  a  very  different  line,  and  was  not  at 
all  sjrmpathetic  to  the  objects  of  .  the 
deputation.  I  confess  that  that  is  entirely 
in  accord  with  everything  we  have 
heard  from  the  noble  Earl  either  in  this 
House  or  elsewhere.  The  question  was 
raised  last  session  or  the  session  before, 
and  the  noble  Earl,  with  no  uncertain 
voice,  said  he  had  no  intention  of  departing 
from  the  policy  of  his  predecessors.  There 
has  been  some  adtation  in  this  matter, 
and  it  has  been  ohiefiy  based  on  the  idea 
that  there  is  a  scarcity — I  believe  it  has 
been  put  as  high  as  a  famine — in  the 
meat  markets ;  but  if  your  Lordships  will 
look  at  the  prices  of  recent  months  and 
of  recent  years  you  will  see  that  meat  is 
not  really  any  dearer  now  than  it  has 
been  on  frequent  occasions,  due  to  tem- 
porary causes,  in  recent  years.  There 
have  been  some  fluctuations,  consequent,  I 
believe,  on  a  shortage  of  maize  in 
America.  As  a  result,  the  price  of  cattle 
went  up  in  May  and  June,  but  I  see 
from  the  official  reports  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  that  it  has  gone  back  again. 
In  the  report  dated  July  2nd,  I  noticed 
that  there  was  a  marked  fall  in  the  pricQ 


293 


PriixUe 


{23  July  1908} 


Bill  Brisviuss. 


294 


of  beef,  and  that  all  the  dead  meat  mar- 
kets, especially  American  and  Argentine 
chilled,  were  dull.    The  following  week 
all  kinds  were  more  or  less  down,  and 
then  on  Jalr  16th  it  is  reported  that, 
while  Scottish  and  English  beef  remained 
firm,   there  were  heavier  supplies  and 
prices  were  lower.     I  venture  to  think 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  assertion 
that  there  is  a  marked  scarcity  in  the 
supply  of  meat  in  this  country,  and  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  present 
position  and  the  position  in  recent  years. 
Then  it  has  been  alleged  that  there  is  a 
feeUng  of  grievance  on  the  part,  of  our 
CanacUan  brethren  on  this  question.     I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  any,  and  if 
so,  what  representations  have  been  made 
by  the  Government  of  Canada  to  this 
country  as  to  the  state  of  the  law  which 
prevents  the  importation  alive  of  Canadian 
cattle.     My  own  belief  is  that  there  is 
no  feeling  at  all  in  Canada  on  the  sub- 
ject.    I  have  heard  it  said  by  Canadians 
that  at  the  time  they  were  sending  over 
store  cattle  to  this  country  they  were 
not   alive  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
sending  us  the  raw  material  and  that 
this  countiT  was  making  the  profit  after 
fattening  the  cattle  and  turmng  out  the 
finished  article,  but  they  now  preferred 
to  do  the  finishing  off  of  the  raw  material 
at  home  and  get  the  profit  .from  both 
rearing    and    fattening    the     stock    as 
weU.       I    assume   that    there  has  been 
no    great    agitation    on     the    part    of 
our    Canadian    cousins    to  have    cattle 
admitted     alive     into     this      country, 
and    I    venture    to    think     that    the 
recent  rise  in  price  is  only  one  of  those 
fluctuations  in  the  markec  which  we  must 
anticipate.      I  hope  to  hear  from  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  that  he,  at  any  rate, 
has  not  depaited  from  the  policy  he  has 
announced  to  Parliament,  and  that  that 
policy  is  endorsed  by  his  colleagues  in  the 
Cabinet. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Cabbinoton)  :  My  Lords,  the  Act 
of  1896,  as  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
prohibits  the  importation  of  cattle  unless 
thev  are  slaughtered  at  ports  of  landing, 
such  as  Deptf  ord,  liverpool,  Bristol,  and 
Glasgow.  I  have  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  propose,  in  existing  circum- 
stances, to  initiate  any  legislation  on  the 
subject  I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted 
to  add  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 


Trade  intends  to  appoint  a  Departmental 
Committee  to  inquire  how  far,  and  in 
what  manner,  the  general  supnly,  distri- 
bution, and  price  of  meat  in  the  United 
Kingdom  are  controlled  or  affected  by 
any  combination  of  firms  or  companies. 
I  have  had  no  representations  lately  from 
the  Canadian  Government  on  the  subject, 
and  I  am  informed  on  very  high  autho- 
rity indeed,  that  whatever  restrictions  we 
are  obliged  to  put  on  the  importation  of 
Canadian  cattle  will  be  loyally  accepted. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEEa 
Moved,  "  That  the  Lord  Balfour  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  Chair  in  all 
Committees  of  the  Whole  House  next 
week  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees :  That  the  Lord  Balfour  be 
appointed  to  take  the  Chair  in  all 
Committees  upon  Private  Bills  next 
week  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  'y—{The  Chairman  of  Com- 
miUees)—&grQed  to,  and  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutefl 
before  Seven  o'clock  till  To- 
morrow, Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Thursday,  23rd  July,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills.— Ordered,  That  Standing 
Orders  220  and  246,  relating  to  Private 
Bills,  be  suspended  for  the  renwunder  of 
the  session. 

.>That,  as  regards  Private  Bilb  to  he 
return^  by  the  House  of  Lords  witdfe 
Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if 
unopposed)  shall  be  considered  f orthwith. 

That  as  regards  Private  BilTff  returned, 
or  to  be  returned,  by  the  House  of  Lordiv 
with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (ii 
opposed)  shall  be  considered  at  smcfi 
times  as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  may  determine.^  (^^^g^^   ^ 
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That,,  wliiBn  it  is  intended  to  propose 
*ay  Amendments  thereto,  a  copy  of  such 
Amendments  shall  be  deposited  at  the 
Priyate.'  Bill  Office,  and  notice  given  on 
the  day  on  whidi  the  Bill  shall  have  been 
retumed  from  the  Lords. — (The  Deputy 
OhaimatL) 

Local  Oovernment  (Ireland)  Provi- 
Bional'  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  P/ords] ;  Pier 
and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2) 
Bin  [Loirds] ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords].— Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  an 
Am^dment. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and 
pasited,  without  Amendment. 

•  Salmon,  Trout,  and  River  Tweed 
Fisheries  Bill.— Ordered,  That  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  f6r  Private  Bills  do 
examine  the  Salmon,  Trout,  and  River 
Tweed  Fisheries  Bill,  with  respect  to 
compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
relative  to  Private  Bills. — (Sir  John 
Jardine.) 

Gas  Orders  CJonfirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provisional 
Orders  confirnxedj;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Tabled 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 

pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  L)  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 

Local  "^  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].— 
Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provi- 
sional Order  confirmed];  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 


Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [L6rds].-=- 
Reported,  without  Amendmeiit  j[Pro- 
visional  Ordfets  confirmed];  Repoirt  to 
lie  Tlpon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time 
To-morrow.  , 

Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and 
Water  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with 
Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


AlilSSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  hav^  agreed  to : — ^Margate 
Corporation  Bill ;  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion Bill;  Burnley  Corporation  Bill; 
BlackbuTD  Corporation  BiU,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Amendments  to  : — ^'Stratford  -  upon,  - 
Avon,  Towcester,  and  Midland  Jmiction 
Railway,  Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon Junction  Railway,  and 
East  and  West  Junction  Railway  (Amal- 
gamation) Bill  [Lords] ;  London  County 
Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements) 
BiU  [Lords],  without  Amendment.,  . 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  certain 
Poisonous  Substances  and  to  amend  the 
Pharmacy  Acts."  [Poisons  and  Phar- 
macy Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **AnAct 
to  legalise  the  use  of  Cran  and  <Juarter 
Cran  Measures  in  connection  with  trading 
in  Fresh  Herrings  in  England  and  Wales." 
[Cran  Measures  Bill  [Lords.] 


PETITIONS. 


CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  West  Hants  and  East 
Dorset,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

JJCENSING  BILL. 
Petition  £rom  Norfolk,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  for  alteration :  From  Roch- 
dale ;  and  West  Hants  and  East  Dorset ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table/    r^r\ni^ 
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Petitions  in  favoui :  From  Bettwa 
Gaxmon ;  Carnatvon  ;  Liverpool ;  Lland- 
wrog ;  and  Pentonville ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ^ 

(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Barry; 
Brechin ;  Henmuir ;  and  Monifieth ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


PARLIAMENTARY  RETURNS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minutei 
dated  2l8t  July,  1908,  directing  that  the 
Aimual  Account  required  by  the  Uganda 
Railway  Act,  1896,  shall  be  discontinued 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEP  (PAUPERS  RE: 
LIEVED  IN  A  YEAR  AND  PERIODS 
OP  RELIEP). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  5th  August,  1907  ;  Mr.  Bums]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  250.] 

SHIPPING  CASUALTIES  (1906-7). 
Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  the 
Returns  of  Shipping  Casualties  which 
occurred  on  or  near  the  Coasts  or  in 
Rivers  and  Harbours  of  the  United 
Kingdom  from  1st  July,  1906,  to  30th 
June,  1S07,  and  of  the  Returns  of  Ship- 
ping Casualties  to  British  Vesselselse where 
than  on  the  Coasts  of  the  United  Eangdom 
and  to  Foreign  Vessels  on  or  near  the 
Coasts,  or  in  Rivers  and  Harbours,  of 
British  Possessions  Abroad,  etc.,  with 
Charts  and  Appendices  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OP  THE  HOUSE.       ' 

Chamber  of  London. — ^Annual  Accounts 
of  the  Chamberlain  of  London  for  the 
year  1907  [by  Act]  ;  to  be  printed.  [No. ' 
251.] 

HOUSE  OP^LORDS  (MANUSCRIPTS), 
VOLUME  IV.  (NEW  SERIES). 

Paper  [communicated  22nd  July]  to 
be  printed.    [No.  249.] 

ARMY  (TERRITORUL  FORCE).;] 
Copy f presented,    of    Report,) dated 
18th  July,  1908,  by  the  Director  General 


of  the  Army  Medical  Service,  as  to  the 
progress  made  in  constituting  the  Medical 
Service  of  the  Territorial  Force  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED    WITH   THE  VOTES 

Earlier  Issue  of  Education  Code. 
Mb.  H.  GOOCH  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Boar 
of  Education  if  he  can  see  his  way  ij 
issue  the  Code  earlier  in  the  year  so  as  to 
give  local  education  authorities  more 
time  to  make  their  arrangements  before 
the  summer  recess. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runoiman).  I  should 
be  glad  if  an  earlier  issue  of  the  Code 
were  possible,  but  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  questions  are  continually  arising 
during  the  earlier  months  of  the  year, 
which  require  careful  consideration  and 
occasionally  consultation  with  other  de- 
partments, it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
make  any  promise. 

Increase  of  Rents  of  Tenants  at  Box, 
Carrickmaoross. 

Mr.  McKEAN  (Monaghan,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  on  what  grounds 
the  rents  of  three  tenants  in  the  district 
of  Box,  Carrickmacross,  named  Bernard 
O'Reilly,  Thomas  Walsh,  and  Peter 
Callan,  were  raised,  respectively,  from 
£3  8s.,  £4,  £4  15s.,  to  £4  2s.,  i4  18s.  6d., 
and  £5  14s.  6d.,  at  a  sitting  of  the  Land 
Commission  Court  held  in  Carrickma- 
cross on  5th  November,  1907,  Mr. 
Justice  Dodd  being  the  presiding  Judge 
and  Mr.  Williams  his  assessor ;  and 
what  are  the  qualifications  of  Mr. 
Williams  for  the  position  mentioned. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl).  The  rents 
in  question  were  judicially  fixed  by  the 
Land  Commission  Court  of  Appeal  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  88  of  the  Irish 
Land  Act,  1903,  and  the  Land  Law  Acts. 
It  would  be  entirely  irregular  for  me  to 
ask  the  Commissioners  to  state  the 
grounds  of  their  decision.  Mr.  WiUiams 
is  one  of  the  assessors  appointed  pursuant 
to  the  eighty-ninth  section  of  the  Act  of 
1903.    He  was  previously  an^a^^ai^tant 
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Land  Commissioner,  and  his  qualifica- 
tions when  appointed  to  the  latter  c&ae 
in  1906  are  stated  in  House  of  Commons 
Return  No.  151,  of  1902. 

AnftTohism  and  Slander  in  India. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Bengal  received  a  communication 
signed  by  the  Nawab  of  Murshedabad, 
the  Maharajas  of  Kasimbazar,  Burdwan, 
and  Gidhour,  and  Maharaja  Prodyot 
Kumar,  Tajore,  deploring  the  anarchism 
brought  to  light  in  their  province  of 
Bengal,  and  urging  that  seditious  writing 
poisons  the  mind  of  the  young  and  led  to 
the  conspiracy  recently  discovered  at 
Calcutta,  and  that  the  Government  of 
India  should  bring  in  Press  legislation 
which  will  deal  efficaciously  with  the 
present  unbridled  licence  to  slander  by 
irresponsible  press  men  and  root  anar- 
chism out  of  India ;  and  whether  the 
Governments  of  India  and  Bengal  propose 
to  take  any  action  upon  this  representa- 
tion. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Buchanan).  The 
letter  referred  to  in  the  Question  has 
been  published  in  the  Indian  newspapers, 
and  has,  no  doubt,  been  considered  by 
the  Government  of  India.  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  nothing  to  add  to  his  recent 
utterances  on  the  subject  of  seditious 
writing  in  India. 

Military  Training  for  Europeans  in  India. 
Mr.  REES  :  To  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Government  has  been 
called  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Bombay  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  the 
effect  that  every  European  and  Eurasian 
in  India  should  be  trained  to  arms  in  the 
interests  of  the  State  and  for  the  greater 
security  of  the  European  commimity ; 
whether  the  Government  of  India  has 
under  consideration  th^  question  of 
increasing  the  capitation  grants  so  as  to 
enable  aU  classes  to  serve  without  being 
put  to  personal  expense,  and  giving  such 
aid  in  the  way  of  practical  military 
training  to  firms  and  companies  as  may 
enable  them  to  provide  for  the  proper 
training  of  their  employees  ;  and  whether 
the  Govornmont  of  India  contemplates 
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giving  further  active  assistance  in  general 
to  the  volunteer  movement  in  India. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Budianan.)  The 
recommendation  of  the  Bombay  Chamber 
of  Conmierce  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  has  not  come  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  nor  has  he  yet  received  any 
proposals  from  the  Government  of  India 
on  the  subject  of  volunteering  in  India. 

London  Street  Ambnlanoei. 
Mr.  cooper  (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  the 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  question  of  ambulances  for 
street  accidents  in  London  have  presented 
their  Report,  and  when  it  will  be  issued. 

(Armoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  am  informed  that  the  Committee  are 
considering  their  Report,  and  hope  to 
present  it  in  the  autumn. 

Mr.  cooper  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  London  ambulances  litter  ambulances 
amounting  to  more  than  100  were  placed 
in  the  streets  of  London ;  whether  he 
will  state  by  whose  authority  these 
ambulances  were  placed  in  the  streets ; 
how  much  was  the  total  cost ;  and 
whether  this  cost  will  be  a  charge  upon 
the  rates. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
A  large  number  of  litter  ambulances 
have  been  placed  in  the  streets  by  my 
authority  ;  some  were  authorised  before 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee, 
others  since  its  sittings  commenced. 
The  cost  of  a  wheeled  litter  with  the 
appliances  and  shelter  is  £35  14s.  6d. 
This  is  defrayed  out  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Fund. 

Supply  of  Books  to  Prisonen. 
Mb.  MONTAGU  (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  public  attention 
has  recently  been  directed  towards  the 
Regulations  in  prisons  as  to  the  supply  of 
books  and  oth^  mat^^€irs^^jK9fiU>mak6 
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inTestigatioiis  by  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, or  otherwise,  with  a  view  to  im- 
proving these  Regulations. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Oladatone). 
The  Begnlations  aire  receiving  my  atten- 
tion. 

Offioial  Shorthand  Writers  at  Assizes. 

Mb.  PICEERSOILL  (Bethnal  Oreen, 
S.W.):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  at  the  Hereford- 
shire Quarter  Sessions  on  29th  June  no 
official  shorthand  writer  was  in  attend- 
ance, and  that  the  local  reporters  declined 
to  act,  on  the  ground  that  the  remunera- 
tion was  inadequate,  with  the  result  that 
the  chairman  was  compelled  to  remand 
the  remaining  prisoners  to  the  Assizes, 
and  that  at  the  Surrey  Assizes  at  Guild- 
ford on  Thursday  last  no  official  short- 
hand writer  was  present  in  the  second 
Court  and  the  local  reporters  similarly 
declined  to  act  for  the  same  reason,  with 
the  result  that  the  progress  of  business 
was  stopped  for  two  hours  until  some  one 
was  sent  down  from  Tendon ;  and  also 
that  at  the  Assizes  at  Birmingham  on 
Saturday  last,  after  the  trials  of  prisoners 
had  proceeded  some  time,  it  was  found 
that  no  shorthand  writer  was  present  and 
the  business  had  to  be  suspended ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  such  steps  as  will 
result  in  the  provisions  of  the  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal  Act  being  carried  out 
without  justice  being  delayed. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  My  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  these  cases,  but 
the  appointment  of  official  shorthand 
writers  for  the  purposes  of  the  Criminal 
Appeal  Act  rests  with  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  I 
am  in  communication  with  them  on  the 
subject. 

Appointment  of  Irishbom  Customs 
Preventive  Offloers. 

Mb.  McKEAN  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether,  in  connection 
with  the  Customs  there  are  what  are 
called  preventive  officers,  whose  appoint- 
ment is  in  the  gift  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 
he  will  furnish  a  Return  showing  the 
number  of  persons  of  Irish  birth  who 
have  obtained  such  appointments  within 
the  past  five  years. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  Preven« 
tive  men  are  nominated  by  the  Patronage 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  but  no  in- 
quiry is  made  or  record  kept  of  the  birth- 
place of  persons  so  nominated,  and  the 
labour  involved  in  procuring  the  in- 
formation would  not  be  justified. 

Territorial  Army—Issue  of  Wagons  and 
Harness  to  Supply  Columns. 

Mb.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  upon  what  grounds  the  Ordnance 
Department  have  refused  to  issue  to 
transport  and  supply  columns  of  the 
Territorial  Army  the  wagons  and  harness 
allotted  to  them  by  regulation,  and  which 
are  indispensable  to  the  carrying  out 
of  their  necessary  duties  during  the 
training  which  is  conmiencing  next  week. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
It  has  been  decided  to  issue  to  units  for 
instructional  purposes  one  wagon  and 
harness  per  transport  company.  The 
hon.  Member  must  recollect  that  this 
equipment,  together  with  that  of  other 
services,  takes  time  to  provide. 

Athletic  Clubs— Facilities  for  Shooting. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton,  W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
are  many  athletic  clubs  in  Leicestershire 
the  members  of  which  have  signified  their 
intention  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  Territorial  Forces  of  their  desire  to 
learn  to  shoot ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Sarson, 
has  informed  this  body  through  a  repre- 
sentative deputation  that  he  can  give 
them  no  assistance  unless  they  join  the 
Territorial  Force,  which  these  clubs  de- 
cline to  do,  and  claim  that  subsection  of 
Clause  2  of  the  Territorial  Reserve 
Forces  Act  gives  power  for  such  a  re- 
quest as  theirs  bemg  carried  out ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter. 

(Afiswered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaJdane.) 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  particular 
matters  referred  to  in  the  Question,  but 
the  statement  of  Colonel  Sarson  was 
correct,  as  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  grant 
facilities  for  shooting  to  others  than 
members  of  the  Territorial  Forces.  As  I 
have  already  infom^d^Ji^e  House,  thwo 
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are  n<f  funds  at  m^  disposal  to  enable  me 
to  9kmst  tiS,6  clubs,  but  it  is  just  possible 
that  we  may  be  abld  to  dosometbingfor 
them  by  supplying  a  certain  amount  of 
ammunition  at  reduced  prices.  I  regret 
that  members  of  the  Leicester  athletic 
clubs  do  not  at  present  appear  to  be 
willing  to  undergo  the  training  which 
would  make  their  keenness  to  shoot  of 
service  to  their  country.  It  is  possible 
that  ih^future  some  aid  may  be  given  to 
rifle  clubs  which  can  be  shown  to  con- 
tribute to  our  defensive  str^igth  if  funds 
become  available,  but  I  am  unable  to 
make  a  statem^it  on  this  point  at 
present. 

Working  of  Patent*  in  Ireland. 
Mb.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  hew  Patent  Law 
(Amendment)  Act,  1907,  he  would  in- 
struct British  consulia  and  agents  abroad 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  patent 
holders  in  the  various  countries  the 
special  advantages  which  Ireland  ofEers 
for  the  working  of  such  patents. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Orey^)  It  would  not  be  practicable  for 
His  Majesty's  Oovemment  to  take  such 
action  as  that  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member.  A  brief  notice  of  the  terms  of 
the  new  Patents  Act  as  affecting  patent- 
holders  abroad  has  already  been  sent  to 
every  holder  of  a  British  patent,  whether 
in  the  United  Kingdom  or  alnroad,  and 
has  also  been  published  in  the  Board  of 
Trade  Journal 

Evicted  Tenants— Case  of  Daniel  Barry. 
Me.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  liOrd-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  received  aiji  application 
for  reinstatement  from  Daniel  Barry, 
evicted  tenant,  of  Knockduff,  Meelin, 
County  Cork,  on  the  Hastings  Twiss 
Estate,  if  so,  whether  they  have  taken 
any  action  in  the  matter;  whether  the 
.  holding  is  derelict  and  in  charge  of  a -care- 
taker xmder  police  protection;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  the  Commissioners  will  take 
steps  to  acquire  it  with  the  object  of 
reinstating  the  evicted  tenant. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners   received   an   application 


from  EKaniel  Barry  for  reinstatement  in  his 
former  holding.  The  landlord  intimated 
his  willingness  to  accept  for  the  holcHng 
the  price  estimated  by  the  Commissioners, 
but  Barry  refused  to  sign  an  agreement 
to  purchase  at  that  price  because  of  a 
right  of  way  over  the  holding  enjoyed  by 
a  neighbouring  tenant.  As  the  Com- 
missioners failed  to  effect  a  settleinent 
between  the  parties  they  do  not  int«ad  to 
take  any  further  action  in  the  n^atter 
Moverover,  the  farm  i&  now  vX  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  new  tenant,  though  at  the  time 
of  the  negotiations  referred  to  it  was  in 
charge  of  a  caretaker  tinder  police  pro- 
tection. 

Bestoration  of  George  Crowley  on  the 
BeresforoEstate. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  restoring  George  Crowley, 
an  evicted  tenant  on  the  Beresford  estate, 
Kilmacthomas  Union,  County  Waterford, 
to  his  former  holding,  seeing  that  the 
landlord  is  selling  his  estate  and  seeing 
that  Crowley's  farm  is  on  the  hands  of  the 
landlord. 

(Ansipered  by  Mr.  Birrell,)  The  holding 
formerly  occupied  by  Crowley  is  now 
worked  by  the  landlord  as  a  home  farm 
in  connection  with  his  demesne,  and  the 
Estates  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  the  holding  cannot  be  acquired  for 
the  evicted  tenant.  The  Commissioners 
have  offered  Crowley  another  holding  on 
the  estate,  and  have  intimated  that  they 
would  be  prepared  to  make  him  a  grant  of 
£200  to  assist  him  in  working  it,  but 
Crowley  has,  through  his  solicitor,  refused 
the  offer. 

Beistoration  of  the  Murphy  Family. 

Mr.  power  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  o£  Ireland 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
restoring  the  lands  of  Shanaclune, 
Barron  estate,  Dunhill,  County  Water- 
ford, to  the  representatives  of  the 
Murphy  family,  seeing  that  there  is  no 
objection  raised  to  the  transaction  by  the 
landlord,  who  is  selling  his  property  imder 
the  provisions  of  the  Land  Act,  1903. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioner^jjtff^  now  received  their 
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in^peotor's  scheme  for  the  distribution 
of  the  lands  in  question,  and  will  consider 
the  case  of  the  Murphy  family  as  soon  as 
they  are  in  a'  position  to  deal  with  the 
scheme. 

BelfiMt  Soyal  Zrish  Ckinstabulary. 
Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  since  the 
transfer  of  ce(rtain  members  of  the  Royal 
Lriflh  Constabulary  from  Belfast  it  has 
trazispired  that  many  were  wrongly 
punished ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
aU  the  facts,  he  will  cause  all  unfavourable 
records  to  be  withdrawn  from  those  officers 
who  deny  the  charges  until  a  sworn  in- 
quiry is  held  and  they  are  given  an  op- 
portunity to  prove  their  innocence,  or 

otherwise. 

ft 

(Anatoeredby  Mr.  Birred.)  A  year  has 
now  passed  since  the  occurrence  in  Belfast 
in  connection  with  which  certain  police- 
men were  laransferred  to  other  districts, 
and  the  matter  cannot  now  be  reopened. 
The  Lispector- General  has  no  reason 
whatever  to  believe  that  any  of  the  men 
whose  transfers  were  finally  decided 
on  have  been  wrongly  punished. 

Police  Transferred  from  Belfast. 
Mb.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
he  can  state  the  number  of  police  officers 
of  the  Royal  Lish  Constabulary  who  were 
transferred  from  Belfast  to  counties  after 
the  attempted  police  strike  on  27th 
July,  1907;  the  nimiber  who  were  reported 
for  attending  the  meeting  at  Musgrave 
Street  Barracks  on  the  same  date ;  the 
number  of  such  officers  who  denied  the 
charge ;  and  by  what  authority  were  such 
'  officers  punished  by  receiving  unfavour- 
able records  for  offences  denied  by  them, 
seeing  that  no  Court  of  inquiry  was  held, 
and  in  view  of  the  denial  of  facilities 
for  proving  their  innocence. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreH.)  Two  hea4 
constables,  four  sergeants,  and  228  con- 
stables were  transferred  from  Belfast 
in  connection  with  the  occurrences  of 
July,  1907.  224  constables  were  rer 
ported  for  disobedience  of  orders  by 
attending  the  meeting  at  Musgrave 
Street  Barracks,  and  of  these  97  denied 
the  charge.    The  Lispector-General  found 
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the  .charge  to  be  proved  as  Itegards  208 
constables,  and  allowed  the  chaises  to 
drop  in  the  remaining  16  cases.  Courts 
of  inqmry  are  not  held  as  a  matter  of 
course  in  such  cases,  but  only  if  the  In- 
spector-General requires  the  assistance  of 
such  Courts  to' enable  him  to  arrive  at  a 
decision.  In  these  cases  the  evidence 
was  clear,  and  the  Inspector-Gteueral 
required  no  such  assistance.  Each  case 
was  dealt  with  separately,  and  the 
written  statement  of  the  accused  was  fully 
considered.  It  should  be  stated  that;  of 
the  transfers  referred  to  in  tlfe  first  part 
of  this  Answer,  the  two  head  constables, 
the  four  sergeants,  and  nine  of  the 
constables  were  not  reported  for  dis- 
obedience of  orders^  but  were  subse- 
quently transferred  in  the  interests  of 
the  service. 

Withholding  of  Salary  of  Teadher  of 
Oatquarter  National  School* 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  oi.  Ireland 
if  he  can  state  why  £2  17s.  6d.,  salary 
due  to  teacher  of  Oatquarter  National 
School,  Roll  No..  14,532,  for  the  quarter 
ending  31st  March,  1907,  has  been 
withheld,  seeing  that  a  medical  certifi- 
cate of  illness  was  forwarded  by  the 
teacher  to  the  National  Board,  and  that 
a  teacher  is  entitled  to  a  month's  salary  if 
ill,  while  the  teacher  in  question  was  only 
absent  seven  days. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU.)  The  amount 
in  question  was  deducted  from  the  salary 
of  the  teacher  because  he  closed  his 
school  on  certain  days  during  the  quarter 
ending  31st  March,  1907,  without  notifica- 
tion to,  or  permission  from,  the  manager 
of  the  school,  who  declined  to  certify  the 
justice  of  the  teacher's  claim  for  payment 
in  respect  of  these  days. 

Irish  Teachers' Salaries— Conditions  of 
Increased  Grants. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  making  a  grant  of  £114,000 
for  the  increase  of  teachers'  salaries  in 
National  Schools,  the  Treasury  have 
attached  the  condition  that  grants  to 
all  small  schools  having  an  attendance  of 
less  than  fifteen  shall  be  withdrawn,  thus 
involving  the  closing  of  225  schools,  as 
vacancies  occur  ^jt^b  teaching  staff 
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whether  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  have  pointed  out  to  the 
Treasury  that  a  large  number  of  small 
schools  are  an  absolute  necessity  owing  to 
the  population  being  scattered /over  wide 
areas,  and  have  twice  refused  to  agree  to 
this  condition,  and  have  Only  accepted  it 
under  compulsion  ;  whether  this  action 
of  the  Treasury  is  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  Conmiissioners  to  decide 
what  schools  should  be  supported  by  the 
State,  and  will  involve  the  closing  of  all 
small  Protestant  schools  in  the  South  and 
West  of  Ireland,  with  the  result  that 
Protestant  children  will  receive  no 
State  education  except  at  schools  under 
Roman  Catholic  management  and  carried 
on  by  nuns  and  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  orders,  and  against  the  will  of 
Protestant  parents ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  these  facts,  he  wiU  take  steps  to  with- 
draw this  condition  attached  to  the 
grants. 

{Ansfvered  by  Mr,  Birrdl.)  I  see  no 
necessity  for  entering  into  the  subject 
of  the  Question,  seeing  that  the  original 
Supplementary  Estimate  has  been  with- 
drawn and  that  a  revised  Estimate  is  to 
be  presented.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  await  the  appearance  of  the 
revised  Estimate. 

Transfer  of  Constable  Hugh  Martin 
fh>m  Belfast 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Lreland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Constable  Hugh 
Martin,  who  was  transferred  from  Lisbum 
Road  Barracks,  Belfast,  on  5th  August, 
1907,  on  the  ground  that  he  attended 
an  imauthorised  meeting  in  Musgrave 
Street  on  27th  July,  1907,  was  on  that 
date  on  the  sick-list  and  unable  to  leave 
his  home ;  and,  in  view  of  this  fact  and 
that  Constable  Martin  has  witnesses  to 
prove  his  innocence,  he  will  cause  a 
sworn  inquiry  to  be  held  in  this  case. 
L 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Li- 
spector-General,  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary informs  me  that  he  was  completely 
satisfied,  upon  the  testimony  of  senior 
members  of  the  force,  that  Constable 
.  Martin,  was  present  at  the  unauthorised 
meeting  referred  to.  It  is  not  intended 
to  reopen,  by  sworn  inquiry  or  otherwise, 


a  case  which  was  disposed  of  nearly  a 
year  ago. 

BeUef  of  Dirtreii  in  Belfast. 
Mb.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  any  portion  of  the  grant- 
in-aid  for  relief  works  in  distressed  unions 
in  Ireland  wiQ  be  available  for  works 
for  the  relief  of  those  sufEering  from 
the  present  distress  in  Belfast;  and 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  there 
for  the  formation  of  a  relief  committee. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  grant 
was  intended  for  the  purpose  only  of 
aiding  the  relief  operations  imder  Section 
13  of  the  Local  Government  Act  in 
districts  in  which,  owing  to  low  valuation, 
high  rates,  and  the  poverty  of  the  rate- 
payers 'generally,  the  resources  of  the 
union  were  insufficient  to  provide  for  the 
prevailing  distress.  The  section  quoted 
has  not  been  in  operation  in  Belfast, 
and  happily  no  question  has  arisen  in 
that  union  as  to  the  financial  position 
of  the  ratepa3rers. 

Policeman  and  the  Distnrbanoes  at 
Portedown. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  poticeman  took  part  in  the 
doings  of  a  mob  which  paraded  the 
streets  of  Portadown  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th  instant,  smashing  windows 
and  doors  in  the  houses  of  Catholics; 
and  whether  any  notice  will  be  taken  of 
such  conduct  by  the  policeman's  superiors. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  police 
authorities  inform  me  that  full  and 
searching  inquiry  has  been  made  into 
this  subject,  and  that  not  the  slightest 
foundation  can  be  foimd  for  the  allega- 
tion contained  in  the  Question.  More- 
over, no  complaint  whatever  has  been 
made  to  the  police  authorities  that  any 
such  conduct  occurred  on  the  part  either 
of  a  constable  or  of  a  mob. 

Disturbances  at  Portadown. 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
why  it  is  that  Orange  processions  and 
mobs  are  allowed  by  the  police  to  march 
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tiiroogh  the  Gatholic  portions  of  Porta- 
down,  when  there  are  other  ways]  by 
which  they  conld  proceed  to  their  destina- 
tion ;  and  whether,  in  the  interests  of 
the  peace  of  the  town,  he  will  direct 
that  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  proceed 
through  such  quarters  in  future. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  direct 
route  for  Orange  processions  entering 
Portadown  from  the  northern  portion 
of  County  Armagh  runs  through  Obin 
Street,  part  of  which  is  a  Catholic  quarter. 
There  are  two  other  routes  by  which 
such  processions  could  enter  Portadown, 
but  these  routes  are  circuitous  and  in- 
convenient. I  am  informed  by  the  police 
that  the  Orange  processions  have  for 
generations  used  the  direct  route,  and 
it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  interfere 
with  the  practice.  The  police  take  full 
precautions  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  on  such  occasions. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant 
a  band  of  persons  paraded  the  streets 
of  Portadown,  cursing  the  Pope  and 
smashing  the  windows  in  a  number  of 
Catholic  houses ;  whether  the  police 
made  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  these 
rowdies ;  whether  an  attack  was  also 
made  on  a  Catholic  house  in  Marley 
Street,  and  the  door  burst  in  ;  whether 
any  arrests  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  these  occurrences ;  and  whether 
any  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  them 
in  future. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  police 
authorities  inform  me  that  the  streets  of 
Portadown  were  continually  patrolled 
by  the  police  from  9  p.m.  on  12th  to 
4  a.m.  on  13th  July,  and  that  no  such 
conduct  as  is  described  in  the  Question 
came  under  the  notice  of  the  police  or 
could  have  occurred  without  their  know- 
ledge, and  no  complaints  were  made  to 
them.  Special  police  precautions  were 
taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  in 
Portadown  during  the  July  anniversaries, 
with,  I  am  informed,  entirely  satisfactory 
results. 

Cuiltybo  Hational  Sdhool. 
Me.  CONOR  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  National  School  at  Cuiltybo, 
Claremorris,  County  Mayo,  has  been 
repeatedly  condemned  by  school  in- 
spectors in  their  reports  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  as  a 
dilapidated  structure,  inconveniently 
situated,  in  very  bad  repair,  not  worth 
repairing,  in  danger  at  any  time  of  falling 
in  over  the  children's  heads,  and  un- 
deserving of  the  Board's  grants  ;  whether 
any  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  on 
these  reports,  and,  if  so,  what ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed wishes  of  the  parents  of  the  dis- 
trict for  a  new  school,  he  will  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
matter  without  delay. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  have 
sanctioned  a  grant  towards  the  erection 
of  a  new  schoolhouse  in  place  of  the 
existing  building,  and  the  manager  will 
be  furnished  with  the  necessary  plans 
and  specifications.  i  .L.1 

Beoognition  of  Colonial  Senrioes* 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  political  and  commercial  develop- 
ments of  the  greater  Colonies,  which  have 
outgrown  limitations  regarded  as  com- 
mensurate when  constituted,  as  well  as  to 
the  importance  of  extending  appropriate 
recognition  to  men  who  are  performing 
valuable  and  important  services  at  the 
outposts  of  the  Empire,  whether  in  com- 
merce or  in  the  services,  subjects  may  be 
permitted  to  make  their  appeals  for  the 
recognition  through  the  Premiers  of 
provincial  Parliaments,  to  avoid  the 
present  circumlocution  and  the  delay 
not  infrequently  occasioned,  which  now 
not  infrequently  amounts  to  injustice. 

{Answered  by  Colonel  Seety,)  The  hon. 
Member  wiQ  probably  agree  with  me  in 
thinking  that  recognition  of  services 
rendered  to  His  Majesty  the  King  in  any 
part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  should 
rather  be  spontaneously  recommended 
by  others  than  solicited  by  those  who 
have  rendered  the  services.  In  the 
self-governing  dominions  the  Premiers 
ma^  their  views  og  s^uc|ij^8ubjects  known 


311 


Questions. 


to  the  Governors,  who  are  the  King's 
representatives,  and  who  forward  them 
with  an  expression  of  their  own  opinions, 
and  with  their  own  reoommendations, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
State,  be  most  undesirable  to  make  a 
change  in  this  practice,  and  it  is  not 
admitted  that  it  has  been  the  cause  of 
unreasonable  delay. 

Bailway  Employees. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  (Pinebury,  Central) : 
To  ask  the^^President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  can  state  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  connection  with  the  traffic 
department  of  tramway  undertakings 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  ChurchilL)  I  regret 
that  I  have  no  Returns  which  enable  me 
to  give  this  information. 

Foreign  Trade  of  China. 
Earl  of  RONALDSHAY  (Middlesex, 
Hornsey) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  if  he  can  give  the  value 
of  the  foreign  trade  of  China  for  the  year 
1907. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill,)  The  fol- 
lowing particulars  give  the  information 
desired  by  the  noble  Lord : — 
Value  cf  the  Foreign  Trade  of  China  in 

1907.  £ 

Imports  (total)  -  -  -  69,724,000 
Exports : 

Of  Chinese  produce  -    42,962,000 

Of  Foreign  produce  -      2,059,000 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The 
towns  quoted  have  not  yet  formed  the 
subject  of  investigations  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  ;  they  are  provisionally  classed  by 
analogy  of  other  towns. 


Grand  total    £114,745,000 


The  above  particulars  relate  to  trade 
which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Chinese 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  exclude 
a  small  amount  of  trade,  carried  on 
wholly  by  native  vessels,  with  respect  to 
which  no  information  is  available. 

Cost  of  Living  in  Scotch  Towns. 
Mb.  BRSKINB  (Perthshire,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-CJeneral,  whether  he 
is  able  to  state  the  cost  of  living  index 
number  for  the  following  towns: — 
Aberfeldy,  Auchterarder,  Criefi,  Dunblane 
and  Pitlochry. 


Increased  Pay  for  Irish  Rural  Letter 
Carriers 

Mb.  J.  P.  PARRELL  (Longford,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
it  is  proposed  to  give  Irish  rural  letter- 
carriers  any  increase  in  pay;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  some  of  these  carriers 
work  for  wages  as  low  as  4s.  6d.  a  week, 
9s.  6d.  being  i;he  maximum  for  a  man ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  revising  these  rates  of  pay. 

{Afhswered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
I  presume  the  hon.  Member  is  referring 
to  rural  auxiliaries  employed  for  a  few 
hours  a  day.  These  auxiliaries  are  paid 
at  varying  hourly  rates,  and  there  is 
no  fixed  maximum  of  9s.  6d.  a  week. 
The  pay  of  auxiliaries  is  being  revised. 

Commissions  for  Private  Students  at 
Keyham. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
twenty-four  private  students  were  en- 
tered into  Key  ham  in  1904  on  the  same 
terms  as  engineering  cadets  and  under 
the  same  Regulations  as  to  discipline, 
uniform,  pay,  and  leave ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  good  results  obtained 
by  some  of  these  students,  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  will  ofEer  the  most  proficient 
the  boon  they  desire  of  commissions  in  the 
engineer  branch  of  the  Royal  Navy.j 

(Answered  by  Mr  McKenna,)  Twenty- 
five  private  students  entered  Keyham  in 
1904.  They  came  in  on  the  understanding 
that  they  would  be  eligible  for  any  un- 
expected vacancies  that  might  occur  for 
commissions  as  engineer  officers  in  the 
Royal  Navy.  There  has  only  been  one 
vacancy,  and  this  has  been  offered  to  the 
student  who  came  out  first  on  the  list. 


Line  and  Trawl-Caught  Fish. 

Mb.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 

ask  the   Secretary   for  Scotland   if  he 

will  state  the  quantity  of  line-caught  fish 

and  trawl-caugh^fi^^i^speotively,  landed 
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in  Sootland  tor  each  year  during  the 
the  last  ten  years,  distingaiahing  line- 
caught  fiah  secured  by  steam  liners  from 
line-caught  fish  secured  by  sailing  boats. 


^  (An$wer$d  ly  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The  fol- 
lowing  table  shows  the  quantities  of  line- 
caught  fish  and  trawl-caught  fidi  landed 
in  Sootland  during  the  last  ten  years. 


line-oaaght  Fbh. 

Tiawl-eanght  Fish. 

1898  -        -       -        - 

1899  -        -        -        -        - 

1900 

1901 

1902     -        -        - 

1903 

1904 

1905     -        -        - 

1906 

1907 

Cwta. 
1,050,000 

939,000 

767,000 

696,000 

608,700 

602,600 

763,700 

736,654 

688,057 

614,869 

0*ti 
783,000 

983,000 

1,077,000 

1,328,000 

1,467,000    . 

1,566,000 

1,705,600 

1,745,431 

1,870,617 

2,079,701 

The  catches  of  steam  liners  and  sailing  liners  were  not  recorded  separately  previous 
to  1906.  In  1906,  180,119  cwts.  were  landed  by  steam  liners  and  507,938  cwts.  by 
sail  liners.     In  1907  the  figures  were  177,328  cwts.  and  437,541  cwts.,  respectively. 


Migration  of  Lewis  Cottars. 
Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  state  whether 
the  landward  committee  of  the  Stomo- 
way  Parish  Council  have  yet  furnished 
information  in  regard  to  Lewis  cottars 
who  are  willing  to  migrate  ;  and,  seeing 
that  it  is  six  months  since  a  list  of  up- 
wards of  120  cottars  was  sent  to  the 
Scottish  Office,  will  he  state  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  obtaining  information 
respecting  their  qualifications. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair,)  The 
Answer  is  in  tite  negative.  No  action 
can  be  taken  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  until  the  landward  committee 
have  furnished  the  information  which 
they  are  endeavouring  to  obtain. 

Construction  of  Boat  Shelter  and  Sea 
Wall  at  Skigersta. 

Mr.  WEIR:     To  ask  the  Secretary 

for    Scotland    whether    the    Congested 


Districts  Board  have  yet  considered 
the  Resolution  passed  by  the  people  of 
Ness,  Stomoway,  Island  of  Lewis,  eariy 
in  the  year,  pressing  for  the  construction 
of  a  boat  shelter  and  sea  wall  at  Skigersta, 
such  as  will  enable  the  people  to  prose- 
cute the  deep-sea  line-fishing  by  means 
of  the  larger-sized  decked  boats;  and 
will  he  state  whether  the  Board  propose 
to  provide  a  grant  in  aid  of  the  work. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  do 
not  think  this  is  a  practicable  pioposal, 
but  it  is  one  part  only  of  the  large  and 
difficult  problem  of  the  condition  of 
the  Lewis  which  is  now  before  me,  and 
I  am  not  at  present  prepared  to  make 
any  statement. 

Lemstrom  Electrifloation  System  and  the 
Cultivation  of  Wheat.  . 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :     To  ask   the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture (Ireland)  whether  his  attention 
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has  been  called  to  the  success  of  the  ex- 
periments made  in  this  country  in  in- 
creasing the  yield  of  wheat  by  means 
of  the  Lemstrom  electrification  system ; 
and  whether  he  has  considered  tiie  ad- 
visability of  haying  the  experiment 
tried  in  Ireland. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU.) 
The  attention  of  the  Department  has 
been  called  to  these  experiments,  and 
the  matter  is  being  inquired  into. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

Sib  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Qovem- 
ment  Board  in  how  many  cases  Parlia- 
mentary powers  have  been  given  to  local 
authorities  in  England  and  Wales  en- 
abling them  to  require  the  notification  of 
tuberculosis  by  medical  men  under 
penalty;  whether  such  powers  have  been 
given  in  respect  of  tuberculosis  of  the 
limg  only,  or  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
tuberculosis ;  whether  such  powers  have 
been  given  in  any  cases  for  more  than  a 
limited  period  of  time  ;  in  how  many  case 
have  voluntary  systems  of  notification  of 
tuberculosis  been  adopted  ;  and  whether 
the  results  obtained  under  a  volimtary 
S3rstem  have  compared  favourably  with 
those  obtained  under  a  compulsory 
system. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burros.)  Parlia* 
mentary  powers  have  been  given  in  two 
such  cases,  viz.,  Sheffield  and  Bolton.  In 
both  cases  the  powers  have  been  given  in 
respect  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lung  only, 
and  for  a  limited  period.  I  am  aware  of 
about  150  cases  in  which  voluntary 
systems  of  notification  of  tuberculosis 
have  been  adopted  or  tried  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  there  may  possibly  be 
others.  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  expected 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances  a 
voluntary  sjrstem  of  notification  will 
secure  as  early  or  complete  notification 
of  cases  as  will  a  compulsory  system,  and 
the  preponderant  experience  in  England 
and  Wales  appears  to  confirm  this  ex- 
pectation. 

London  Customs  House  Aooommodation. 

Mb.  SEARS  (Cheltenham) :  To  ask  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works .  whether 


any  provision  has  been  made  for  provid- 
ing additional  accommodation  at  the 
Customs  House  in  London ;  and,  if  so, 
what  amount  is  to  be  expended  and  what 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  work. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Harcourt.)  No  pro- 
vision has  been  made  in  this  year's  Esti- 
mates for  additional  accommodation. 
No  Estimate  can  be  given  of  the  cost  of 
work  at  the  Custom  House,  as  the  re- 
quirements are  not  yet  known. 

Emigration  of  British  Subjects  to 

Canada  and  TTnited  States. 
Mb.  king  (Cheshire,  Knutsf ord) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  can  state  how  many 
British-bom  subjects  have  emigrated 
from  these  islands  to  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  respectively,  during  each 
of  the  last  ten  years  and  during  the  first 
six  months  of  this  year;  whether  he 
has  any  information  to  show  in  what 
proportion  of  cases  the  enterprise  of 
these  emigrants  has  been  rewarded  by 
successful  settlement  in  the  land  of  their 
adoption,  or  in  what  proportion  they 
have  returned  home  withm  twelve  months 
of  the  date  of  their  departure ;  and  can 
he  further  say  to  what  extent  their 
places  in  the  congested  areas  of  this 
country  have  been  filled  up  by  immi- 
grants  of  foreign  nationality. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  ChurchiU,)  The 
following  statement  gives  particulars 
of  the  movement  of  British  and  Irish 
passengers  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  Canada  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  from  Canada  and  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  during  each  of  the  years 
1898-1907,  and  during  the  first  five 
months  of  the  present  year.  Particulars 
of  the  passenger  movement  for  June 
are  not  yet  compiled.  The  figures  include 
a  number  of  ordinary  passengers  as  well 
as  prospective  settlers.  There  is  no 
information  as  to  the  length  of  time 
during  which  passengers  returning  to 
this  country  remained  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  nor  as 
to  the  number  of  alieu  immigrants 
who  had  settled  in  congested  areas  of 
this^country. 
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Sunday  Hotel  Licences  in  Scotland. 
[  Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
sliire,  N.W.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  six-day  hotel  licences  at 
present  existing  in  Scotland  ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  procure  information  as  to 
this. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
number  of  hotel  licences  issued  in 
Scotlai^d  by  the  Excise  for  the  year 
ending  Slst  March,  1908,  imder  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  43  (4)  of  the  Act  43 
and  44  Vict.,  was  375.  But  the  nimiber 
of  such  Excise  licences  which  have  been 
granted  upon  a  justice's  or  magistrate's 
certificate  for  six  days  is  not  distinguished 
in  the  statistics  now  available. 

Old- Age  Pensions  in  Bnral  Districts. 

Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  y  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
reference  to  the  Estimate  of  194,000 
persons  in  the  rural  districts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  who  will  receive  old- 
age  pensions  on  the  Pensions  Bill  becom- 
ing operative,  what  is  the  estimated  total 
number  of  such  rural  pensioners  in 
England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
respectively ;  what  is  the  estimated  per- 
centage of  such  rural  pensioners  in  each 
country  to  the  total  rural  and  urban 
population  of  it ;  and  what  is  the  esti- 
mated total  number  of  persons  in  each 
country  who,  when  the  Pensions  Bill 
becomes  operative,  will  be  seventy  years 
of  age  but  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  measure. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge.)  I 
am  afraid  that  the  Estimate  of  194,000, 
which,  as  I  informed  the  hon.  Member 
on  the  17th  instant,  is  approximate 
only,  does  not  admit  of  analysis  in  the 
manner  desired  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy. 

Irish  TTnemployment  Orant. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  can 
state  what  portion  of  the  £200,000  re- 
quired under  the  Unemployed  Workmen 
Act,  1905,  will  be  allocated  to  Ireland, 
and  how  much  of  it  will  be  available 
for  Belfast. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  It  is 
impossible  to  answer  the  hon.  Member's 


inquiry  until  applications  have  been 
received  from  the  Local  Grovemment 
Boards  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land, and  the  circumstances  of  each  case 
fully   considered. 

Earned  Incomes. 
Mr.  W.  F.  D.  smith  (Strand,  West- 
minster) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  an  individual  owns  all  the  ordinary- 
shares  in  a  limited  company  and  giveft 
the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  manage- 
ment and  business  of  that  company, 
and  is  dependent  for  the  whole  of  lu» 
income  upon  the  dividends  paid  by  the 
business,  he  can  claim  a  reduction  upon 
earned  income  imder  the  Act  of  1907. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  Only 
so  much  of  the  profits  of  a  linuted  com- 
pany as  the  articles  of  association  pro- 
vide as  remimeration  for  services  to  the 
company,  and  as  are  actually  so  paid 
according  to  the  accoimts,  can  be  re- 
garded  as  earned  income  within  Section 
19  of  the  Finance  Act,  1907. 

Inland  Bevenne  Betnms. 
Mr.  SEAES  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  number  of  returns 
and  accoimts  required  annually  at 
different  periods  from  collectors  of  Inland 
Revenue;  is  he  aware  that  sixty-eight 
collectors  made  from  150,000  to  200,000 
such  annual  contributions,  and  that  of 
these  upwards  of  35,000  go  to  the  Accoim- 
tant  and  Comptroller-General's  Depart- 
ment in  Somerset  House;  and  wiU  he 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  useful- 
ness of  such  returns,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  unnecessary  expenditure  of  oflBi- 
cial  time  and  stationery. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I 
will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made. 

Adminisfcration  of  Old-Age  Pensions 
Scheme. 

Mr.  sears  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  view  of  the  state- 
ment that  the  new  Customs  and  Excise 
Department  would  deal  with  goods  only,- 
whether  it  is  intended  to  restrict  certain 
offices  to  old-age  pension  work  exclu- 
sively ;  will  he  state  the  agency  to  be 
employed     in  ^.^^l|3^^y;o(g^catm^ 
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liquois  and  other  licences ;  and  will 
he  say  by  what  means  it  is  intended  to 
distinguish  the  pension  officer,  who  is 
to  be  a  Tieasniy  official,  bom  the 
licensing  officer,  who  is  to  hold  his  com- 
mission from  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  or  Customs. 


Mb.  sears  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  in  restricting  Customs  officers 
under  the  amalgamation  to  dealing  with 
goods  only  without  regard  to  licences, 
there  will  be  a  number  of  breweries, 
certain  warehouses,  and  some  distilleries 
in  remote  places  where  it  has  been  foimd 
impossible  to  profitably  employ  the 
officers'  time  without  the  inclusion  of 
considerable  licensing  work;  and,  as 
the  amalgamation  will  considerably  dis- 
turb an  arrangement  that  ha^  worked 
satisfactorily  and  economically,  will  he 
state  how  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with 
this  matter  so  as  to  avoid  employing 
officers  for  part  time  only,  and  unneces- 
sarily duplicating  such  officers  in  certain 
districts. 

{Ansipered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-fSfeorge,)  Until 
the  amalgamation  has  actually  taken 
place  it  would  be  premature  to  forecast 
the  details  of  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. The  old-age  pension  officer  will, 
as  a  rule,  have  revenue  duties  also. 


Oraveseiid  Torpedo  Slipway— Arbitration 
Award. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  through  the  unautho- 
rised action  of  local  officials  at  Graves- 
end,  the  contractors  for  the  new  torpedo 
slipway  have  been  awarded  by  arbitra- 
tion £3,076,  instead  of  the  £1,135  for 
which  they  contracted  to  do  the  work ; 
who  was  the  local  official  responsible ; 
and  how  has  his  case  been  dealt  with. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
1  must  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  which  will  shortly  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members. 

Cost  of  British  South  African  Garrison. 
Mr.  BRODIE  (Surrey,  Reigate) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
is  the  cost  per  heiCd  of,  taking  all  rank 
together,  but  taking  each  arm  of  the 
service  separately,  maintaining  the 
British  garrisons  in  the  Transvaal  Orange 
River  Colony,  Natal,  and  Cape  Colony 
respectively;  what  number  of  military 
stations  are  there  at  present  in  each  of 
these  Colonies  ;  and  what  is  the  number 
of  troops  of  each  arm  at  each  of  them. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  average  effective  cost  per  head  (all 
ranks)  of  the  principal  arms  in  each 
Colony  is  as  follows : — 


Cape. 

Natal. 

Orange 
River  Colony. 

Transvaal. 

Cavalry         -        -        -        . 

£    8.    d. 
109     2     9 

£    8.    d. 

£     8.    d. 
108     3  10 

£     a    d. 
109     8     2 

Horse   Artillery    (on   higher 
establishment)  - 

— 

— 

— 

119  17     3 

Field     Artillery    (on    lower 
establishment)   - 

117     9     3 

— 

116    4    1 

118     1     5 

Engineers  (field  units)  - 

— 

— 

104    4    5 

104    9     5 

Infantry        .... 

74    6    3 

73  17     4 

74    4    8 

74    4  10 

These  figures  include  the  cost  of  horses,  but  not  the  cost  of  staff,  schools  of 
instruction,  sea  transport,  carriage  of  stores,  labour  establishments,  and  other 
items  which  cannot  be  appropriated  to  the  several  regimental  units.  ,     ^^^i^ 
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Establiahmento  (all  ranks). 

Cavahry. 

R  H.  A.  R.  F.  A. 

R.G.A. 

R.E. 

Infantiy. 

Depart- 
ments, 

Transvaal: 

1 

Pretoria   - 

594 

360 

- 

— 

211 

2,451 

— 

Potchefstroom  - 

1,186 

— 

136 

— 

142 

— 

— 

Standerton       • 

— 

— 

132 

— 

— 

1,042 

— 

Orange  River  Colony : 

Bloemfontein    • 

593 

____ 

269 

— 

142 

2,458 

— 

Harrismith 

— 

— 

132 

— 

— 

1,267 

— 

Cape  Colony : 

Capo  Town 

— 

— 

— 

114 

— 

— 

— 

Middelbiurg 

593 

— 

132 

— 

— 

817 

— 

Simonstown 

— 

— 

— 

113 

127 

— 

Wynberg 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

817 

— 

Natal: 

Pietennaritzburg 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

817 

— 

Departmental  Corps,   &c. 
(no  sei>arate  establish- 
ment for  each  station)  - 

— 

— 

— 

227 

147 

769 

— 

1,421 

2,966 

360 

801 

9,669 

1,421 

16,213 


Transfer  of  Ofloers  to  the  Essex 
Kegiment 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  explain  why  Captain 
Clutterbuck  and  Captain  Pepys  were 
transferred  to  the  Essex  Regiment,  now 
serving  in  Burmah,  Captain  Pepys  having 
less  service  than  four  captains  and  nine 
subalterns  now  serving  in  the  regiment. 


{AnstDered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HMane.) 
In  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the 
battalion  of  the  West  India  Regiment 
and  Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment,  to 
which  these  officers  respectively  belonged 
they  became  supernumerary,  and  their 
transfer  was  imperative.  There  were 
about  200  officers  similarly  situated, 
and  the  Army  Council  decided  that 
when  transferrft^i^.t|^y((@f|5^^f  all  the 
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reduced  raiments  should  get  the  benefit 
of  their  seniority,  and  that  these  super- 
numeraries should  be  distributed  as 
equally  as  possible  throughout  the  in- 
fantry of  the  Army.  Every  considera- 
tion was  given  to  the  comparative  age 
and  service  of  officers  transferred  with 
that  of  the  officers  over  whose  heads 
they  went  in  their  new  regiment,  but  it 
was  manifestly  impossible  in  many 
instances  to  prevent  the  supersession  of 
officers  older  and  of  longer  service. 

StrafBuL  Stud  Farms  and  Military 
KanoBuvres. 

Me.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
owners  of  the  Straffan  Station  Stud 
Farms,  important  Army  manoeuvres  are 
to  be  held  on  this  estate ;  and,  if  so 
whether  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  meet  claims  for  any  losses  w^ch  may 
arise  from  these  manoeuvres  to  the 
blood  stock  on  these  farms. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
The  hon.  Member  appears  to  have  been 
misinformed.  The  Military  Manoeuvres 
Act  is  not  in  force  for  any  manoeuvres 
held  in  Ireland  this  year,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  impossible  to  manoeuvre 
over  any  land  in  that  country  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner  or  occupier. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Portsmouth  Onn  Wharf  Fire. 
Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hozton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  a  fire  occurred  at 
the  Gun  Wharf,  Portsmouth,  on  the  2nd 
January,  1907,  causing  damage  to  the 
extent  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling, 
the  camp  equipment  of  an  Army  Corps 
being  destroyed ;  and  whether  the 
builmng  was  owned  by  the  Admiralty. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.)  :  In  regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  The  Answer  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  negative. 


H.M.S. ''Gladiator." 
♦Captain  FABER  ^Hampshire,  An- 
dover) :  I  beg  to  ask  tne  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  will  state 
what  reasons  exist  for  not  using  the  two 
steel  cylinders  or  camels  which  were 
made  to  raise  the  "Montagu''  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  the  "  Gladiator '' ;  and 
what  the  price  was  of  these  camels,  and 
where  they  are  now. 

Mr.  MoKENNA:  There  were  no 
cylindrical  camels  used.  Seven  of  the 
rectangular  camels  constructed  for  the 
"  Montagu  "  salvage  operations  are  still 
in  existence,  having  been  turned  over 
to  the  Works  Department  at  Devonport 
for  use  at  Oreston  Quarries.  These 
camels  are  quite  unsuitable  for  the  first 
operations  in  the  salvage  of  H.M.S. 
"  Gladiator "  and  will  probably  not  be 
suitable  for  use  in  the  subsequent 
operations,  as  the  conditions  are  different 
from  those  which  existed  in  the  case  of 
H.M.S.  "  Montagu." 

London  Engineer  Offices. 
Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  sanction  pay  and 
separation  allowances,  according  to  their 
former  rank  in  the  Volunteers,  to  those 
non-commissioned  officers  in  the  London 
Engineers  who  have  transferred  their 
services  from  the  Volunteers  to  the  Terri- 
torial Army  and  have  been  reduced  in 
rank. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland,  York- 
shire, Richmond) :  It  is  not  clear  to  what 
unit  the  hon.  Baronet  is  referring. 
Under  paragraph  79,  Part  I.,  Army  Order, 
18th  March,  1908,  every  non-commis- 
sioned officer  in  a  transferred  unit  is 
entitled  to  retain  his  rank  in  his  own  unit, 
and  while  he  retains  his  rank  he  receives 
the  pay  of  that  rank.  If  the  hon.  Baronet 
will  give  specific  instances  I  will  have 
inquiry  made. 

Australasian  Dissatisfaction  with  Suez 
Canal  Dues. 
Mr.  MOLTENO  (Dumfriesshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Colonies  of 
Australia  and    New  JZealand  with   th^ 
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charges  levied  by  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 
mny  on  shipping  passing  between  thoee 
Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country ; 
whether  representations  have  been  made 
by  the  Governor-General  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  *  the  effect  that  steamships 
trading  between  Australia  and  Great 
Britain  are  deterred  from  taking  the 
shorter  route  by  reason  of  the  heavy 
charges  levied  by  the*  Suez  Canal 
authorities  and  are  compelled  to  take 
the  longer  route  round  South  Africa, 
involving  several  days  extra  steaming; 
whether  the  Governor-General  has  sug- 
gested, in  view  of  the  dividend  of  28  per 
cent,  paid  on  the  Suez  Canal  shares,  a 
substantial  reduction  in  existing  rates 
and  asked,  on  behalf  of  Australia  as  well 
as  of  all  other  British  Possessions  lying 
to  the  East  of  Egypt,  that  the  influence 
of  the  British  Government  should  be  used 
to  secure  concessions  which  would  have  a 
material  effect  on  inter-Empire  trade  and 
upon  the  volume  of  traffic  which  will  pass 
through  the  canal ;  whether  these  repre- 
sentations were  strongly  reinforced  by 
the  Premiers  of  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  at  the  recent  Colonial  Conference ; 
and  whether  they  ara  being  taken  into 
consideration  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, together  with  those  to  the  same 
effect  from  British  shipowners. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercrombv) :  The 
facts  are  generally  as  stated  in  the 
Question.  The  matter  is  being  considered 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  and  will 
not  be  overlooked. 

Tranfvaal  Compensation  Fond. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lvme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  loss  of 
J&41,420  78.  lid.  entailed  on  the  Ex- 
chequer through  the  failure  of  the 
Colonial  Office  to  reply  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner of  South  Africa  as  to  the 
allocation  of  the  charge  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  compensation  fund  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Transvaal; 
whether  the  responsibility  for  this  loss 
has  been  brought  home  to  any  particular 
official ;  and  what  action  has  been  taken 
in  the  matter. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  reference  is,  I 
presume,  to  Section  lOof  the  SecondReport 
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of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  just 
laid.  It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  any  loss  of  public  money  occurred 
or  that  any  additional  charge  was  thrown 
upon  the  Exchequer  through  the  action 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  for  whatever  may 
have  been  the  merits  of  the  question 
whether  administrative  expenses  could 
properly  be  charged  to  the  fund,  the 
Colonial  Government  had  unquestionably 
full  power  to  spend  the  money  in  in- 
creasing the  compensation  paid  to 
Erotocted  burghers.  I  would  refer  my 
on.  friend  as  regards  this  compensation 
fund  to  the  Report  of  the  Central  Judicial 
Committee  printed  in  Cd.  3028.  I  must 
deny  that  there  was  improper  delay  in 
the  matter  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial 
Office.  The  money  has  since  been  re- 
voted  by  Parliament 

Native  Labourers*  Wages  in  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  ^Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) :  I  beg  to  asx  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  state  the  minimum 
salary  per  adult  for  each  utilised  working 
day  in  respect  of  native  labourers  for 
the  Transvaal  recruited  in  Portuguese 
East  Africa. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  average 
monthly  wage  earned  by  natives  and 
Cape  boys  according  to  the  last  Annual 
Report  of  the  Government  Mining 
Engineer  was  52s.  3d.,  but  I  have  no 
further  information. 

Vative  Labour  PaM  Bagnlations. 
Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  pass  regulations  in  force  in  the 
Transvaal  mines  in  connection  with  the 
employment  of  native  labourers  recruited 
from  Portuguese  East  Africa  and 
elsewhere. 

Colonel  SEELY :  No,  Sir.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  expense  of  reprinting 
would  be  justified.  The  regulations  in 
question  were  issued  in  1903,  with  various 
later  modifications,  and  are  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  Proclamation  No. 
37  of  1901,  printed  in  Cd.  904,  and  an 
Ordinance  of  1903. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HaL:  Will  the 
hon.    Gentleman    put    a    copy    in    the 
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Colonel  SEELY  :  That  would  involve 
reprinting,  and  I  think  it  hardly  reason- 
able to  insist  on  that.  But  if  the  hon. 
Oantleman  and  any  of  his  friends  will 
•call  at  the  Colonial  Office  they  can  get 
what  information  they  require. 

Portugnase  Vative  Labonren. 
Mb.  STAVELEY-HILL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
what  is  the  opportunity  which  the 
curator  has  of  influencing  natives  from 
Portuguese  East  Africa  to  return  to 
Portuguese  territory  when  their  period  of 
<x>ntract  for  the  Transvaal  mines  has 
ended ;  and  whether  the  Transvaal 
•Government  have  any  intention  of  intro- 
ducing ley'slation  to  secure  the  effective- 
ness of  this  contractual  obligation. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  curator's  action 
is  only  advisory.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
intended  legislation  by  the  Transvaal. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend): 
But  are  not  the  mineowners  bound  by 
contract  to  see  that  the  natives  return  at 
the  end  of  their  contract,  and  are  not  the 
Government  in  honour  bound  to  see  that 
the  contract  is  carried  out  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  do  not  think  that 
that  is  an  accurate  description  of  the  state 
of  affairs.  In  point  of  fact  I  am  told  that  a 
^eat  many  of  the  natives  do  not  return. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER :  But  is  it 
not  provided  for  in  the  contract,  and  are 
the  Gk>vemment  and  the  mineowners  to 
be  a?lowed  to  evade  their  responsibility  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  If  there  is  such  a 
clause  it  is  not  enforced. 

British  Oovemment  Shares  in  the  Suez 
Canal  Company. 

Mr.  MOLTENO  (Dumfriesshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
although  the  British  Government  pos- 
eeeses  a  number  of  shares  approaching 
one-half  of  the  existing  shares  of  the 
Suez  Canal  Company,  its  voting  power 
is  only  equal  to  that  possessed  by  holders 
of  250  shares ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
this  fact  and  of  the  fact  that  the  dues  on 
British  shipping  amount  to  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  all  the  dues  received  by  the 
Suez  Canal  Company,  he  can  see  his  way 
ito  secure  a  representation  for  the  British 


G^ovemment  more  in  accord  with  its 
actual  holding  of  shai*es,  and  also  more 
in  accord  with  the  proportion  of  dues 
paid  by  British  shipping. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  The 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  Any  alteration  in 
the  existing  system  of  .  voting  woidd 
involve  an  amendment  of  the  Statutes  of 
the  company,  which  cannot  be  effected 
without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
shareholders,  and  I  cannot  say  that  an 
alteration  would  be  feasible. 

Suez  Canal  Dues— British  Shipowners* 
Bissatisfiaotion. 

Mr.  MOLTENO:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  dissatisfaction 
which  exists  among  British  shipowners  in 
regard  to  the  dues  charged  by  the  Suez 
Canal  Company;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  an  agreement  was  made  in  1883 
between  M.  Charles  de  Lesseps  and  the 
representatives  of  English  shipowners, 
which  provided  that  the  dividend  might 
rise  from  17  per  cent,  until  it  reached  25 
per  cent,  after  which  the  surplus  profits 
were  to  be  used  in  reduction  of  the  dues 
until  they  reached  five  francs  per  ton ; 
whether  this  agreement  was  duly  signed 
by  the  parties  and  subsequently  ratified 
at  a  shareholders'  meeting  of  the  Suez 
Canal  Company  in  Paris ;  whether  the 
Ciinal  company  have  refused  to  carry 
out  the  agreement,  though  the  dividend 
rose  to  26  per  cent,  in  1904,  and  has  been 
28  per  cent,  since  1906  ;  and  whether  he 
can  see  his  way  to  using  the  influence  of 
the  British  Government  to  assist  in 
securing  the  observance  of  that  agreement. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  am  aware  of 
some  dissatisfaction  among  owners  of 
cargo  vessels  and  of  the  agreement 
between  Monsieur  Charles  de  Lesseps 
and  the  members  of  the  association  of 
steamship  owners  trading  to  the  East  as 
well  as  of  its  submission  to  the  share- 
holders. The  agreement  was,  however, 
subsequcntlymodified  by  the  successors  of 
the  original  parties  to  it,  and  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  British  Government  to 
have  it  altered. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
Is  it  not  the  fact  that  these  dues  »re  an. 
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advantage  to  this  country,  which  holds  a 
large  number  of  shares  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  Of  course  we 
get  the  benefit. 

BuBsian  Loan  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  lynch  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripon): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  it  has  come  to 
his  knowledge  that  the  Russian  Gk)yern- 
ment  contemplate  issuing  a  loan  in  Grreat 
Britain. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:    I  have  no 
information  t6  the  effect  suggested   by 
J    the  hon.  Member. 

♦Mr.  bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
asked  whether  this  was  a  matter  in 
which  the  Government  could  interfere,  if 
people  were  willing  to  lend  their  money  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  Of  course, 
borrowing  in  the  open  market  is  no  affair 
of  ours.  I  presume  the  Question  was  put 
to  ascertain  facts. 


Turoo-Persian  Frontier  Vegotiations. 

Mr.  lynch  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
he  can  state  the  present  position  of  the 
negotiations  for  the  delimitation  of  the 
Turco-Persian  frontier ;  and  whether  the 
Turkish  troops  have  been  withdrawn  from 
Passovah. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  frontier 
negotiations  appear  to  be  very  much  in 
statu  quo  ante;  I  have  no  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  the  situation  at  Passovah  at 
the  present  time,  but  on  June  23rd  the 
Grand  Vizier  promised  the  British  and 
Russian  representatives  at  Constanti- 
nople that  orders  should  at  once  be  sent 
for  the  withdrawal  of  any  troops  that 
might  have  advanced  beyond  the 
"  neutral "  zone,  and  this  would  include 
Passovah  if  occupied  by  Ottoman  troops. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  by  Mr. 
Lynch — 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  we  had  a 
consul  in  the  neighbourhood  from  whom 
information  was  obtained. 


Khedivial  School  of  Agriooltnre 
at  Cairo. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (North- 
umberland,  Tjmeside) :  I  beg  to  aak  the- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfiiirs  how 
many  pupils  now  attend  the  Khedivial' 
School  of  Agriculture  at  Cairo,  and  whal;^ 
are  their  nationalities ;  whether  any  andl 
what  amount  of  instruction  is  now  given: 
in  the  Arabic  language ;  and  what  is  the- 
annual  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  schod. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  The  in- 
formation asked  for,  down  to  as  late- 
as  last  December,  is  given  in  pages- 
40  and  41  of  Sir  Eldon  GorstV 
Annual  Report.  I  will  make  inquiry 
as  to  the  rest  of  the  Question. 

Mortgage  Bank  in  Egypt. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment has  knowledge  of  a  proposal  by 
Sir  Ernest  Cassel  to  establish  a  new 
mortgage  bank  in  Egypt,  and  whether  ho- 
will  state  for  the  information  of  the  House 
the  conditions  under  which  such  banks  * 
can  be  established. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Answer 
is  in  the  negative.  I  will  inquire, 
whether  any  conditions  have  been  laid, 
down,  and  if  so  what  they  are. 

Macedonian  Beforms. 
Mr.  lynch  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  wheik 
he  expects  to  receive  the  replies  of  the 
other  Powers  signatory  of  the  Berlin 
Treaty  to  the  proposals  agreed  upon 
between  His  Majesty*s  Government  and 
that  of  Russia  for  reform  in  Macedonia  f. 
and  can  he  state  whether  the  whole  of 
these  proposals,  or  only  a  portion  of  them,, 
have  yet  been  ^ubmitted  to  the  Powers. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  A  portion^ 
only  of  the  proposals  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Powers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  die 
reply  to  these  may  be  received  at  no 
distant  date. 

Macedonian  Bands. 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD   (Middlesex,. 

Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 

!  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether   Hia 

i  Majesty's  Government  have  invited,  or 

I  propose  to  invite,  the  Sultaiorf[^nrkey 
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to  OTfianiae  mobile  oolumn^  to  supprees 
the  Macedonian  bandfi. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Proposals  of 
the  nature  indicated  are  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Powers,  but  h  would  be 
premature  to  make  any  statement  at 
present  till  their  opinion  is  known. 

Disorders  at  Tabriz. 
Mr.  lynch  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of 'State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
he  will  communicate  to  the  House  the 
substance  of  any  information  which  he 
may  have  received  on  the  subject  of  the 
disorders.^n  the  city  and  province  of 
Tabriz  from  His  Majesty's  CJonsul- 
General  at  Tabriz ;  and  are  any,  and,  if 
so,  what,  steps  being  taken  by  His 
Majesty's  Gt)vernment,  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  Russia,  to  bring  about  a 
speedy  settlement  of  the  differences 
between  the  Shah  and  the  Constitutional 
Party. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  have  received 
various  reports  to  the  effect  that  fighting 
has  been  in  progress  at  Tabriz  between 
the  supporters  of  the  Shah  and  the 
popular  party.  According  to  the  latest 
information  in  my  possession,  the  Shah's 
party,  which  was  defended  by  Govern 
ment  horsemen,  was  attacked  again  on 
20th  July  by  the  popular  party.  The 
Government  horsemen  were  defeated, 
and  withdrew  to  their  second  line  of 
defence.  The  reactionary  Enjumen,  or 
political  club,  was  occupied  by  the  popular 

Earty,  which  pulled  down  the  white  flag 
oisted  there  oy  the  clergy.  The  clergy 
and  Acting-Governor-G^neral  are  said  to 
have  hidden.  It  is  reported  in  the  Press 
Aat  there  has  been  further  fighting, 
which  is  exceedingly  probable,  though  I 
have  not  yet  heard  the  result  of  it.  With 
r^ard  to  the  last  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  the  Russian  and 
British  Governments  are  of  one  opinion 
as  to  the  necessity  of  strict  abstention 
from  any  forcible  interference  on  their 
part  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  lynch  :  In  view  of  the  serious 
news  just  received  to  the  effect  that  the 
telegraph  wires  have  been  cut,  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House  any 
assurance  as  to  the  measures  that  have 
been  taken  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
JBrttMi  Cocisul-General  ? 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  So  far,  in  this 
Persian  trouble,  there  has  been  no  danger 
to  foreigners.  As  for  the  rest,  Persia 
must  look  after  herself. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  there  are  any" 
Russian  oflScers  now  serving  with  the 
Shah's  troops? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  So  far  as  I 
am  aware,  there  are  no  Russian  officers 
at  Tabriz  or  at  Teheran. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  Is  there  any  reQord  that 
at  any  time  Europeans  have  been 
molested  during  popular  disturbances 
in  Persia  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  Answer 
to  that  Question  would  require  a  great 
deal  of  historical  research. 

Death  Duties. 
Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  ( Lanarkshire,. « 
Govan):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will  state 
the  amounts  assessed  as  death  duties  for 
the  last  financial  year  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  respectively. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  The  net  receipt  of 
death  duties  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1908, 
is  as  follows— P:ngland,  ^£16,57 1,384  ; 
Scotland,  £1,847,018 ;  Ireland,  £689,854; 
United  Kingdom,  £19,108,256. 

Supplementary  Civil  Service  Estimates* 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  Supplementary  Civil 
Service  Estimates  issued  on  the  22nd  of 
June  and  the  15th  July  include  sums, 
aggregating  £378,000,  for  which  no  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  Budget ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  balance  provided  in 
the  Budget  for  contingencies  was 
£241,000;  and  whether  he  anticipates 
that  the  yield  of  the  revenue  will  exceed 
the  Budget  Estimates,  and,  if  not,  from 
what  source  he  proposes  to  meet  the 
additional  charge  of  £137,000. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  It  has 
frequently  happened  in  the  past  that  the 
Estimates  voted  tgr^.^P^^Jiament  for  the^ 
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service  of  a  particular  year  have  exceeded 
the  Bevenue  available  for  meeting  them, 
as  estimated  in  the  Budget.  In  such 
<3ases  the  Ways  and  Means  required  for 
the  Supplementary  Votes  may  be  pro- 
vided either  by  surplus  Bevenue,  or  by 
savings  under  other  heads  of  expenditure 
which  were  included  in  the  Bucket. 

Scotland  and  the  Income-tax. 
Mr.  R.  DUNCAN :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will 
Btate  the  proportion  which  the  income- 
tax    assessment,   on  which    taxes  were 


contributed  by  Scotland,  bears  to  that  of 
England,  or  of  England  and  Wales 
combined,  for  the  years  1906-7  and 
1907-8. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  re- 
spective  amounts  of  income-tax  contri- 
buted by  England  and  Wales  and  by 
Scotland  must  necessarily  be  a  matter 
of  speculation;  but,  calculated  on  the 
basis  of  the  estimate  shown  in  Return 
No.  245  [Bevenue  and  Expenditure 
(England,  Scotland  and  Ireland)  1906-7], 
they  would  be  as  follows : — 


Year. 

England  and  Wkles. 

Scotland. 

£. 
3,106,000 

3,110,000 

Percentage  of  contribution 
by  Scotland. 

1906-7      - 
1907-8     - 

£. 
27,271,000 

27,246,000 

11-39 
11-41 

Cost  of  Old-age  Pensions. 
Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skip- 
ton):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  what  he  estimates  will  be  the 
full  total  of  the  moneys  that  will  have 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament  during  the 
whole  of  1909  to  meet  the  payment  of  all 
the  old-age  pensions  contained  in  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill  after  it  had  been 
read  a  third  time  in  this  House. 

Mr.  LLOYDGEORGE :  The  conces- 
sions made  in  Committee  are  estimated 
to  increase  the  cost  of  the  scheme  in  1909 
by  approximately  £500,000.  This  was 
originally  estimated  at  about  £6,000,000. 
So  the  total  cost  of  the  scheme  as  amended, 
for  the  first  complete  year  of  its  operation, 
may  be  expected  to  amount  to  about 
£6,500,000.  Any  estimate  must,  how- 
ever, at  the  present  stage  and  until  prac- 
tical experience  of  its  working  has  been 
obtained,  be  highly  conjectural. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Cen- 
tral): What  will  the  expenditure  for 
1910  be  approximately  ? 

Mr.  CLOUGH :  Are  we  to  understand, 
then,  that  Lord  Rosebery's  forecast  of 
ten  millions  was  altogether  overdrawn  ? 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER :  It  is  very  undesir- 
able to  refer  to  debates  in  another  place 


in  connection  with  a  Question  in   this 
House. 

Boyal  Warrant  Holders  and  the  Factory 
Laws. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment what  is  the  nature  of  the  represen- 
tations, if  any,  which  he  has  made,  and  to 
whom  such  representations  were  made,  in 
respect  of  the  observance  or  contravention 
of  the  factory  and  health  laws  by  firms 
enjoying  the  Royal  Warrant  and  of  firms 
applying  for  the  Royal  Warrant. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Gi.ai> 
STONE,  Leeds,  W.) :  In  accordance  with 
the  promise  made  by  the  Under-Secretary 
on  the  30th  April  last,  I  communicated 
the  hon.  Member's  suggestions  to  the 
heads  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
Royal  Household  through  which  warrants 
are  granted,  namely,  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, the  Lord  Steward,  the  Master  of  the 
Horse,  and  the  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Purse. 


xMr.   CLAUDE     HAY: 
answers  been  received  1 


Have    any 
Mr.  GLADSTONE :   I  believe,  no. 


Fish  Curing  Inquiry. 
*SiR  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  i  Ih^^^ask  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  inquiry  into  the  fish- 
boring  industry,  promised  in  the  debate 
on  the  Home  (Office  Vote  last  year,  was 
held ;  and,  if  so,  when  the  Report  may 
be  expected  :  and  whether  any  statement 
with  regard  to  it  can  be  made  before 
the  debate  on  the  Home  Office  Vote. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  promised 
inquiry  has  been  made  by  the  Chief 
Inspector,  who  has  investigated  on  the 
spot  the  conditions  existing  in  the 
cQfferent  branches  of  tl^s  widely  spread 
industry,  and  his  Report  has  been  em- 
bodied by  him  in  his  General  Report 
for  1907  just  issued.  The  subject  is  a 
very  difficult  one,  and  will  require  care- 
ful consideration,  and  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement  with 
regard  to  it  at  present. 

Track  in  the  Potteries. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  hisattention  has  been  direct- 
ed to  the  statements  with  regard  to  truck  in 
the  Potteries  on  pages  197,  198  of  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories 
and  Workshops ;  and  if  he  will  inquire 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  Truck  \f  the  practices 
there  referred  to,  involving  customary 
payments  and  stoppages,  are  being  dealt 
with  by  the  Departmental  Committee. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  Sir;  lam 
aware  of  the  statements  to  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  refers  ;  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  points  raised  have  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  Truck. 

Child  Beggars. 
Mr,  WILES  (Islington,  S) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Frederick  M'Ghee  and  his  wife 
were  sentenced  each  to  one  month's  hard 
labour  at  the  West  London  Police  Court 
on  Monday  last  on  the  charge  of  beg^ng, 
and  that  nothing  previous  had  been 
known  against  the  couple,  and  that  the 
husband  had  served  in  the  late  South 
African  War,  he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made  with  a  view  to  reducing  their 
sentences. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  understand 
that  the  object  the  magistrate  had  in 


view  when  passing  sentence  was  to  deter 
persons  from  using  their  children  in  the 
streets  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  alms, 
and  that  he  had  found  lighter  punish- 
ments  ineffective  for  this  purpose.  I  am 
making  some  further  inquiry,  but  on  the 
information  at  present  before  me  I  see  no 
ground  for  advising  any  interference  with 
the  sentences. 

Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich) :  Would  it 
not  be  better  to  take  the  children  away 
from  their  parents  in  these  cases  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  considering 
that. 

Hamstead  CoUierv  Bi8aste]^-£eward• 
for  bravery. 
Mr.  MEYSEY-THOMPSON  (Stafford- 
shire, Handsworth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to 
state  to  the  House  that  he  is  prepared  to 
recognise  in  a  substantial  form  the  brave 
action  of  those  who  risked  and  in  cases 
lost  their  lives  in  the  attempt  at  rescue  in 
the  Hamstead  Colliery  disaster. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  Five  of  the  men 
engaged  in  the  rescue  operations  have 
been  awarded  Edward  medals  of  the  first 
class,  and  one  the  medal  of  the  second 
class.  The  medals  were  presented  to  the 
recipients  by  His  Majesty  at  the  inves- 
ture  on  Tuesday  last.  The  medal  of  the 
first  class  has  also  been  awarded  to  the 
widow  of  John  Welsby,  a  member  of  the 
Altofts  rescue  party,  who  lost  his  life  in 
the  attempt  to  rescue  the  men  in  the 
mine. 

The  Imprisoned  Suffragists. 
Mr.  BRODIE  (Surrey,  Reigate) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  ladies 
now  in  prison  for  making  demonstrations 
against  the  Government  are,  in  default  of 
finding  sureties,  suffering  a  heavier 
penalty  than  could  have  been  inflicted  if 
they  had  actually  been  found  guilty  of 
sedition,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by  the 
Prisons  Act  of  1898  a  person  imprisoned 
for  sedition  or  seditious  libel  must  be 
treated  as  a  first-class  misdemeanant ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  this  circumstance,  he 
will  recommend  the  transference  from 
the  seocoid  division  to  the/  fi^ 
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ladies  now  in  priaon  on  account  of  their  j 
having  made  political  demonstrations.        I 

^  Mb.    GLADSTONE :    Persons  found  | 
guilty  of  sedition  are  liable  to  imprison- 1 
ment  for  two  years,  and  must  by  Statute  j 
be    placed    in    the    first    division.     As 
re^rds   the    prison   treatment  of  these 
ladies,  I  must  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  my 
numerous  previous    Answers  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  did  not  think 
that  the  punishment  was  quite  unsuited 
to  the  offence.  Had  he  not  power  to 
'<  make  the  punishment  fit  the  crime  ? " 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  can  add  nothing 
to  the  Answer  I  have  already  given  to 
the  Question. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) 
asked  the  reason  for  the  dififorent  treat- 
ment of  Dr.  Jameson  and  his  fellow 
offenders.  They  were  treated  as  first- 
class  misdemeanants,  while  these  ladies, 
who  had  committed  no  crime  whatever  in 
comparison  with  these  impure  fellows,  had 
to  associate  with  ordinary  criminals. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  had 
already  explained. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  asked 
had  not  a  sufficient  time  elapsed,  had  not 
the  prisoners  suffered  enough,  could  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  let  them  out  ? 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  those 
who  did  not  know  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  think  him  vindictive. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  very  sorry 
for  it,  but  I  cannot  help  it. 

The  SufBragists. 
Mr.  BEODIE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
deputation  of  thirteen  women  proposing 
to  visit  the  Prime  Minister  last  March 
were  arrested  outside  the  Caxton  Hall 
and  sentenced  to  six  weeks  imprisonment, 
whereas  on  a  more  recent  occasion  a 
similar  deputation  with  the  same  object 
were  given  a  police  escort  to  the  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  what  is  the  reason  of 
the  different  treatment  of  the  two  depu- 
tations ;  whether  the  women  agitating  for 
votes  for  women  arrested  on  30th  June 


were  prosecuted  before  Mr.  Francis 
under  Section  2  of  The  Prevention  of 
Crimes  Amendment  Act,  1885,  the 
maximum  penalty  on  conviction  under 
which  Act  IS  a  fine  of  £5,  or  imprison- 
ment for  two  months  in  default ;  and 
will  he  say  under  what  Act  proceedings- 
were  taken  against  those  persons  wha 
were  imprisoned  for  three  months  in 
default  of  finding  sureties. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  deputation 
of  last  February  headed  a  procession 
from  Caxton  Hall  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament^  which  was  illegal  and  could 
not  be  permitted,  and  as  they  would  not 
desist,  the  procession  was  broken  up  and 
arrests  were  made.  On  the  second 
occasion  there  was  no  procession.  AH 
those  present  in  Caxton  Hall  were  asked 
to  remain  quietly,  and  the  deputation 
proceeded  alone,  and  were  assisted  iix 
their  progress  by  the  police.  The  ladies 
who  were  arrested  on  the  30th  Jane 
were  charged  under  the  statute 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  the^ 
learned  magistrate,  in  his  discretion^ 
dealt  with  the  defendants  under  th» 
general  powers  vested  in  him  by  law  in 
virtue  of  his  commission,  and  required 
them  to  find  sureties  to  be  of  good 
behaviour.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  action  taken  was  warranted  by^ 
law,  and  was  justified  by  the  circum- 
stances with  which  the  magistrate  had  to- 
deal. 

Fenchuroh  Street  Station  Accident. 

Mr.  WARDLE  (Stockrort) :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  an  accident 
occurred  to  a  point  cleaner  at  Fenchurch 
Street  Station,  Great  Eastern  Eailway^ 
on  9th  March,  1908 ;  that  a  Board  of 
Trade  inquiry  was  held  into  the  matter 
on  15th  Aprfl,  1908,  when  it  was  elicited 
that  the  point  cleaner  was  working  at 
this  busy  spot  without  a  look-out  man ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  look-out  man 
was  appointed  after  the  inquiry ;  that  the 
victim  of  the  accident  was  removed  from 
Fenchurch  Street  a  week  after  the  inquiry 
and  a  new  point  cleaner  substituted  with- 
out a  look-out  man;  and  will  he  say 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  tub  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) :: 
The  Board  of  Trade  are  informed  by  th& 
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railway  company  that  it  is  not  the  case 
that  a  look-out  man  was  appointed  after 
the  inquiry  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
refers.  The  company  also  state  that  the 
new  point  cleaner  (like  his  predecessor) 
prefers  to  work  without  a  look-out  man, 
and  the  company  consider  that  to  appoint 
such  a  man  would  probably  increase  the 
danger.  The  Board  as  at  present  advised 
are  not  convinced  that  this  opinion  is 
sound  and  propose  to  communicate  again 
with  the  company. 

Port  of  London  Bill. 
Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (Wot- 
cestershire,  Droitwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  is 
the  total  number  of  representations  and 
petitions  received  by  the  Government 
objecting  to  or  making  suggestions  in 
respect  of  the  clauses  of  t!^  Port  of 
London  Bill  which  relate  to  the  Thames 
above  Teddington ;  what  are  the  names 
of  the  persons  or  bodies  making  such 
representations ;  and  what  alterations  in 
the  Port  of  London  Bill  are  asked  for  by 
the  persons  and  authorities  making  such 
representations  and  suggestions. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  A  great  number 
of  such  representations  and  petitions 
have  been  received.  The  particulars  are 
too  lengthy  to  be  conveniently  given  in 
reply  to  a  Question,  but  I  will  send  them 
to  my  hon.  friend.  I  may  add  that  many 
of  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  com- 
munications have  been  met  by  Amend- 
ments in  the  Bill 

OlaiuiTarane  Foreihore- 
Mr.  CREAN  (Cork,  S.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  proceedings 
taken  by  Mr.  James  Perry  Howe,  at 
BalUnspittal  Petty  Sessions,  County  Cork, 
on  the  26th  May,  1903,  against  John 
Mahonyr  iun.,  for  trespass  on  the  fore- 
shore of  Glaunvarane  Strand  ;  if  Mr.  Howe 
has  a  patent  or  ^rant  from  the  Crown  of 
this  strand ;  and,  if  not,  what  steps  will 
be  taken  to  protect  the  Crown  rights  to 
the  foreshore. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  am  aware  of 
the  proceedings  taken  by  Mr.  Howe 
against  John  Mahony  for  trespass  on 
foreshore  at  Glaunvarane  Strand,  by 
attempting  to  take  seaweed  therefrom. 
Mr.  Howe  bases  bis  claim  to  the  fore- 
shore in  question  on  prescriptive  rights, 


not  on  any  patent  or  grant  from  the 
Crown,  and  the  matter  is  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Labour  and  the  Port  of  London 
Authority. 
Mr.  W.  BENN  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
G^eorge's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  what  Amendment  to 
the  Port  of  London  Bill  has  been  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  to  give  effect 
to  the  promise  of  the  ChanceUor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  labour  should  be  repre- 
sented on  the  new  authority. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  A  clause  has 
been  inserted  in  the  Bill  by  the  Joint 
Committee  at  the  instance  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  the  following  terms : — "  (6a) 
With  a  view  to  providing  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  labour  on  the  Port  Authority 
one  of  the  members  of  t^e  Port  Authority 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Board  after  consulta- 
tion with  such  organisations  representa- 
tive of  labour  as  the  Board  think  best 
qualified  to  advise  them  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  BENN :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  provide  that  one  of  the  County 
Council  nominees  shall  be  a  representative 
of  labour 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  the  matter  had 
been  very  carefully  considered  already, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  Board  of  Trade 
could  interfere. 

Mi«.  CARR'-GOMM  (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe)  asked  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  Port  Authority  would 
have  very  strong  powers  for  dealing  with 
labour  through  tbe  labour  exchanges,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  reconsider 
the  point. 

Mr,  B.  S.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Mile  End) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
when  introducing  the  Bill  spoke  of  two 
or  three  labour  representatives,  and  will 
he  be  able  to  do  something  with  regard  to 
influencing  the  London  County  Council 
to  nominate  as  one  of  their  representatives 
a  representative  of  labour  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  do  not  think  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
influence  a  body  having  the   right  l<2o 
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nominate  representatives  as  to  the  decision 
to  which  they  should  come. 

MR.CURRAN  (Durham,  Jarrow)  asked 
what  methods  the  Board  of  Trade  pro- 
posed to  put  into  operation  for  consulting 
the  organised  workers  in  the  Port  of 
London. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  a  good  many  means  of  making 
inquiries  as  to  who  were  really  represen- 
tatives of  the  opinion  of  labour,  and  they 
proposed  to  use  all  the  means  at  their 
disposal. 

Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUS :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  remember  the  promise  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  labour 
should  have  two  or  three  representatives  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  was  understoo*!  to 
say  that  his  attention  had  not  been  called 
to  that  promise,  but  he  would  certainly 
search  for  it.  He  would,  however,  point 
out  that  the  Port  Authority  must  be  kept 
within  reasonable  limits. 

Price  of  Beef  and  the  Beef  Trust 
Mr.  HOWARD  (Cumberland,  Esk- 
dale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  steps  to  inquire  into  the  opera- 
tions of  trusts  for  the  supply,  price,  and 
distribution  of  meat  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  am  appointing 
a  Departmental  Committee  to  inquire 
how  far  and  in  what  manner  the  general 
supply,  distribution,  and  price  of  meat  in 
the  United  Kingdom  are  controlled  or 
affected  by  any  combination  of  firms  or 
companies.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Marylebone  has  consented  to  act  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee.  I  have 
further  invited  my  hon.  friends  the 
Member  for  the  Elland  Division  and  the 
Members  for  Southampton  and  Deptford 
to  be  members,  and  I  also  propose  to 
appoint  representatives  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  Board  of  Agriculture,  together 
with  a  gentleman  possessing  expert 
knowledge  of  tha  meat  trade.  The  Board 
of  Agriculture  will  be  represented  by  Sir 
Thomas  Elliot,  K.C.B.,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board. 

County  Boroughs. 
Mr.     BEAUMONT     (Sussex,     East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 


the  Local  Government  Board  if  he  will 
state  what  boroughs  showing  an  estimated 
population  of  over  50,000  have,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Oovemment  Act, 
1888,  been  refused  by  the  Local  Govern* 
ment  Board  their  applications  to  be 
created  county  boroughs. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
BuBNS,  Battersea) :  As  respects  three 
boroughs  the  Board  have  either  refused 
the  application  or  for  special  reasons 
deferred  the  consideration  of  it,  viz.^ 
Homsey,  East  Ham  and  Eastbourne. 

Vaocination  Exemption  Certificates 

Me.  LUPTON  (Lincobshire,  Sleaford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  ot  the  Local 
Government  Board  what  is  the  number 
of  exemption  certificates  received  by 
vaccination  officers  during  the  year  1907. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  The  number  is 
57,675. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board  Clerks. 

Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  have  now 
100  clerks  more  than  were  formerly  em- 
ployed by  all  the  water  companies  whose 
concerns  were  absorbed  by  that  Board  ; 
and  whether  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  proposes  shortly  to  make  a  call 
upon  the  rates  for  a  contribution,  whereas 
the  water  companies  under  the  same 
conditions  were  able  to  pay  their  pro- 
prietors good  dividends. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  The  facts  are  as 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  officers  of  the 
Water  Board  is  said  to  be  due  partly  to 
extra  clerical  work,  partly  to  the  setting 
up  of  a  department  for  the  examination 
of  water  as  required  by  the  Metropolis 
Water  Act,  1902,  and  partly  to  the  fact 
that  the  staff  of  the  Water  Board  now 
perform  the  legal  and  survejdng  work  for 
which  the  companies  employed  outside 
firms.  I  understand,  however,  that  the 
total  annual  amount  of  the  salaries  at 
present  paid  by  the  Water  Board  is  about 
£5,000  less  than  that  paid  by  the  com- 
panies. I  am  not  informed  as  to  whether 
the  VVater  Board  propose  to  make  a  call 
upon  the  rates  for  a  coi 

*  Digitized  by 


.■^Sb^le 


345 


Questions. 


{23  July  1908} 


Questions. 


346 


Oovenunent  Hospitality. 
Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  provide  any  official 
hospitality  for  the  delegates  who  have 
been  appointed  by  Foreign  (Governments, 
on  the  invitation  conveyed  to  them  by 
our  Foreign  Office  from  the  British  Com- 
mittee, to  attend  the  Third  International 
Congress  for  the  Development  of  Drawing 
and  Art  Teaching  and  their  Application  to 
Industries,  to  be  held  in  London  during 
the  present  month. 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  L.  Harooitrt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  The  Prime  Minister  has 
asked  me  to  deal  with  this  Question,  and 
I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  not  think  me 
wanting  in  courtesy  if  I  decline  to  give 
him  any  detailed  Answer  to  it.  My 
colleagues  in  making  me  responsible 
for  Government  hospitality  have  imposed 
on  me  a  task  which  is  very  onerous  and 
very  delicate — ^a  task  for  which  I  confess 
I  feel  myself  wholly  unfitted — ^but  one 
which  I  can  only  perform  at  all  if  I  am 
happy  enough  to  command  the  confidence 
of  both  sides  of  this  House.  National 
hospitality  would  lose  half  its  utility  and 
all  its  grace  if  the  reasons  for  which  it 
was  proffered  or  withheld  were  to  become 
a  matter  of  Question  and  Answer  in 
Parliament.  I  would  not  for  a  moment 
suggest  that  this  House  should  be 
debarred  from  criticising  my  administra- 
tion of  the  fund  when  the  necessary  Vote 
comes  up  for  discussion.  They  will  then 
be  entitled  to  condemn  my  conduct  of  it 
or  to  suspend  or  cancel  the  policy 
itself.  But  even  on  such  a  debate  I 
should  not  be  prepared  to  defend  myself 
by  stating  the  grounds  on  which  I  had 
abstained  from  offering  hospitality  to 
any  individuals  or  delegations,  for  I  am 
convinced  that  such  a  course  would  abso- 
lutely destroy  the  aim  of  international 
comity  which  is  the  basis  and  object  of 
this  new  departure.  I  can  therefore  only 
ask  for  the  generous  indulgence  and  confi- 
dence of  the  House  during  the  commence- 
ment of  this  experiment  and  until  in 
their  opinion  I  have  ceased  to  deserve  it. 

Cattle  Disease  in  Canada. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 

to    ask    the    hon.   Member    for    South 

Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 

of  the  Board  of  Agpculture,   when  the 


last  cases  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  and 
anthrax  occurred  among  cattle  in 
Canada;  and  whether  he  has  received 
advices  that  there  is  no  disease  now 
existing  among  Canadian  cattle. 

Thk  TREASURER  of  the  HOUSEr 
HOLD  (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
setshire, S.) :  The  Board  are  unable  to 
reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
without  reference  to  the  Canadian 
Government.  The  reply  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  Did  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  the  other 
day  that  disease  did  exist  in  Canada  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Yes; 
but  there  is  a  question  as  to  the  date 
when  the  last  case  was  reported. 

Mr.  fell  :  Why  not  cable  for  the 
information  ? 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company^ 
Sir  F.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wichy :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  case  tried  before  Mr.  Judge  Parry  in 
Manchester,  in  which  a  woman  named 
Pointon  recovered  £37  10s.  from  a  com- 
pany called  the  Provincial  Homes  Invest- 
ment Company ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  learned  Judge  described  the 
representations  which  had  been  made  by 
the  said  company  as  fraudulent,  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large  number 
of  comparatively  poor  people  have  been 
induced  to  place  their  savings  with  this 
company ;  and  whether  the  rublio  Prose- 
cutor proposes  to  take  any  steps  to  enable 
these  people  to  get  their  money  back,  and 
to  prevent  the  Provincial  Homes  Invest- 
ment Company  from  obtaining  money 
from  others  under  false  pretences. 

The  attorney -general  (Sir 
W.  RoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  he  had 
inquired  into  this  matter,  and  had  ascer- 
tained  that  morning  that  the  case  was 
under  appeal,  and,  in  those  circumstances, 
he  thought  it  better  to  defer  any  state- 
ment as  to  any  action  that  might  be 
advisable. 

Sir  F.  CAWLEY :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  there  are  other  similar 
companies  that  are  taking  poor  people's 
money  and  defrauding  them?         , 
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Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  that  there  had 
l)een  a  Beport  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  which  indicated  that  there  were 
many  such  companies  in  existence,  but 
lie  thought  this  particular  company  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  left  out  of  that 
Eeport  as  being  free  from  the  evik  attri- 
buted to  other  companies. 

Mr.  BYLES  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  bring  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  order 
to  stop  these  businesses. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  had  made 
full  and  careful  personal  inquiries  into 
the  matter,  but  it  was  an  extremely 
difficult  one  to  deal  with.  The  law  on 
the  subject  was  not  very  strong  to 
•enable  him  to  deal  with  such  cases. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.)  asked  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  aware  that  there  was  a  very  full  list 
of  such  doubtful  traders  and  fraudulent 
•companies,  and  would  he  ask  the  Home 
Office  to  supply  it  to  the  public. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  that,  but  he  would  be  very 
careful  how  he  advised  a  public  depart- 
ment to  publish  a  black  list  of  that 
'Character. 

Superannuation  of  Edward  Lynam. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Galway,  K) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  an  inspector  under  the 
Board  of  Works,  named  Edward  Lynam, 
was  superannuated  in  December  last ; 
and  whether  the  pension  allowed  him 
was  much  less  than  he  was  entitled  to 
after  a  service  of  twenty -five  years,  and, 
if  so,  will  he  recommend  that  the  proper 
amount  shall  be  given. 

The  FINANaAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Bristol,  E.)  :  The  case  referred  to  in  the 
Question  is  one  which  fell  within  the 
provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  Superannua- 
tion Act,  1859,  and  the  deduction  (which 
-the  Treasury  is  unable  to  reconsider) 
was  made  by  the  Treasury  under  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  that 
section. 

Scottish  Fishery  Cruisers. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:    I  beg  to  ask 
tbe  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he 


has  had  under  his  consideration  for  a 
year  or  more  the  provision  of  a.  fishery 
cruiser  for  Scotland,  and  what  provision 
has  been  made  in  this  year's  Estimates 
for  providing  such  a  fishery  cruiser ; 
whether  anv  plans  have  been  prepared 
for  the  building  of  such  a  ship ;  and,  if 
not,  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to 
expedite  matters. 

The  SECRETARY  tor  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire):  The  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  be  under  seme 
misapprehension  upon  this  subject.  The 
expenses  will  be  met  out  of  the  funds 
accumulating  in  the  Board's  Marine 
Deposit  Account,  and  the  funds  available 
were  not  such  as  to  justify  the  Fishery 
Board  taking  up  the  matter  until 
1st  April  last.  Plans  have  now.  been 
prepared  for  the  building  of  a  cruiser, 
and  tenders  have  been  invited. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  when  the  cruiser 
will  be  completed  1 

Mr.  SINCLAHl:  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  no  idea  t 

Mb.  SINCLAIR:  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
Where  is  the  cruiser  being  built  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  That  is  not  yet 
determined. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  How  many 
cruisers  are  there  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Fishery  Board ! 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  Speaking  from 
recollection,  I  think  four.  Tney  are 
provided  from  Scottish  funds. 


Departmental  Committee  on  Truck. 

*SiR  CHARLES  W.  DILKE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  when  the  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Truck, 
last  promised  for  Easter,  may  be  expected. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs) :  I  hope.  Sir,  in 
November.  The  task  of  the  ODmmittee, 
as  my  right  hon.  friend  knows,  has  proved 
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LriA  Cattle-prices— the  Vse  of  Fire- 
atim. 

Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Hecretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  case  of  the  King 
V.  Patrick  M'Dermot  was  not  ptt>ceeded 
with  at  the  Assizes,  which  commenced  in 
Sligo  on  the  7th  Jidy,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  ;  whether 
the  Crown  refused  to  prosecute  because 
Patrick  MDermot  was  following  the 
course  of  action  which  was  recommended 
to  him  and  other  graziers  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  in  using 
firearms  to  prevent  cattle-driving ;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  allow  the  use  of  firearms  in  future 
for  this  purpose  without  interference  by 
the  authorities. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherby,  L-verpool, 
Exchange) :  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
asked  me  to  reply  to  this  Question.  The 
case  to  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber refers  was  not  a  Crown  prosecution 
at  alL  It  was  commenced  by  a  private 
prosecutor,  and  the  case  was  returned  for 
trial  at  the  instance  of  the  private 
prosecutor  alone.  He  afterwards  discon- 
tinued the  prosecution  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. I  cannot  undertake  in  answer 
to  a  Question  to  define  in  what  circum- 
stances any  peirson  is  or  is  not  justified 
in  using  firearms  in  defence  of  his  person 
or  property.  The  Government  have  no 
power  to  make  any  regulations  on  the 
subject,  but  must  leave  each  particular 
case  which  arises  to  be  determined 
according  to  law. 

Mr.  OT>OWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  Is  it  not  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  question  of  a 
cattle-drive  in  this  particular  case  *? 

Captain  CRAIG:  Were  not  th^ 
Crown  asked  to  take  up  this  case  and 
refused  because  of  the  advice  given  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued  iu  these 
matters  7 

Mr.  CHERRY:  I  cannot  add  to  my 
Answer.  I  will  inquire  as  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Sligo. 

XHih  Baneh  Orabbers. 
Mr.   O'DOWD  :     t    beg  to  ask^  Mr. 
Attomey-Gteneral  for  Ireland  wheth*er  lie 
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will  explain  why  cattle-drivers  are  being 
prosecuted  day  after  day,  whil^  the  sons 
of  non -residential  ranch-2rabbers,returned 
for  trial  on  the  charge  of  deliberately  fir- 
ing on  harmless  crowds,  are  not  prosecuted 
by  the  Crown,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  both  local  and  resident  magistrates 
agreed  in  their  return  for  trial. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  I  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot  undertake  in  answer  to  a  Question 
to  give  the  hon.  Member  a  general 
explanation  of  my  action  as  Attorney- 
General  in  directing  or  not  directing 
prosecutions  on  .behalf  of  the  Crown,  but 
if  he  will  kindly  direct  my  attention  to 
the  circumstances  of  any  particular  case  I 
will,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  justice  will 
allow,  explain  to  him  the  reasons  for  my 
action  in  that  case. 

LoxLgh  Oara  Drainage  Board. 
Mr.  O'DOWD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  owing  to  the  negligence 
of  the  Lough  Gara  and  Mantua  Drainage 
Board,  whose  area  of  operation  comprises 
the  district  of  Killaraght,  situated  near 
Boyle,  County  Roscommon,  the  crops  of 
many  of  the  farmers  residing  within  this 
area  are  being  periodically  destroyed  by 
floods ;  and,  if  so,  whether,  seeing  that 
this  Board  has  been  in  existence  for  forty 
years,  during  which  period  no  effort  has 
been  made  by  them  to  keep  the  main 
drains,  which  empty  into  the  lake,  in 
order,  the  consequence  being  the  destruc- 
tion, in  wet  iieasons,  of  the  crops  of  the 
people  who  are  heavily  taxed  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  Board,  an  inspector 
will  be  sent  down  to  have  the  whole 
matter  inquired  into. 

T^K  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THK  TREASURY  (Mr. 
J.  A.  PaASB,  Essex,  SaflEron  Walden) : 
I  am  informed  by  the  Board  <^  Works  that 
only  a  portion  of  the  Killaraght  district 
is  situi^  within  the  Lough  Gara  and 
Mantua  Drainage  district  No  complaint 
of  flooding  of  the  district  of  Killaracht, 
near  Boyle,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect 
of  the  trustees  of  the  drainage  district,  has 
been  received  by  the  Board,  and  conse- 
quently tha  Board  are  unable  to  say 
whether  t^  area  in  which  it  is  state  i 
flooding  has  taken  place,  is  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  trustees.  The  Lough 
G^ia  and  Mantua  Drainage  district 
was     constituted     in     \B58.    but     the 
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present  Board  of  Trustees  was  elected  in 
1906,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  are  nedecting  their  duty  in  main- 
taining the  district. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
for  the  last  forty  years  nothing  has  been 
done  either  in  Sligo  or  Roscommon  to 
improve  matters  ? 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  Up  to  the  present 
the  Board  have  received  no  complaint. 
The  matter  should  be  brought  to  their 
attention. 

Mr.  ODOWD  :  I  want  an  inspector 
sent  down. 

Winn  Estate,  Olenbeigh,  Kerry. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  when  the  tenants  on  the  Winn 
estate,  Glenbeigh,  County  Kerry,  will  be 
entitled  to  pay  interest  on  the  purchase 
money,  seeing  that  it  is  nearly  three 
years  since  the  estate  was  purchased  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N) :  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  are  arranging 
to  apply  for  interest  on  the  purchase 
money  in  lieu  of  rent  at  their  next 
collection  on  the  Winn  estate. 

Kerry  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is 
the  number  of  evicted  tenants  in  Kerry 
reinstated  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act,  the  number  rein- 
stated by  landlords,  the  number  reinstated 
on  purchased  of  the  estates  in  which  their 
farms  were  situated ;  the  total  number 
reinstated  under  all  heads ;  and  the  total 
number  of  applications  received  from 
evicted  tenants  in  the  county. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  Up  to  3l8t  May  last 
the  number  of  applications  received 
from  County  Kerry  was  957,  of  which 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  rejected 
359.  The  number '  reinstated  by  the 
landlord  is  215,  and  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  39,  making  a  total  of  254 
reinstated  in  the  county.     No  tenants 


have  yet  been  restored  in  the  county 
under  the  compulsory  provisions  of  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act,  but  the  Commis- 
sioners have  commenced  proceedings  for 
the  acquisition  of  certain  lands  under 
that  Act. 

Assistant  Irish  Hational  School  Teachers 
Salaries. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  are  the  initial 
and  maximum  salaries  which  are  payable 
to  assistant  teachers  in  Irish  >iational 
Schools ;  how  many  years  does  it  take 
before  an  assistant  reaches  this  maximum ; 
h'jw  many  assistants  have  given  ten  years 
efficient  service;  and  what  is  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  giving  those  assistants 
second  grade  salary, 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  gave  the  figures 
asked  for  in  the  first  two  parts  of  this 
Question  in  my  Answer  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's similar  Question  on  the  14th  instant. 
As  regards  the  remainder  of  the  Question 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
inform  me  that  the  information  asked  for 
could  not  be  furnished  without  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  careers  of  all  the 
assistant  teachers  concerned  and  of  the 
reports  on  their  schools,  and  this  would 
involve  considerable  labour  and  expense. 

Stokestown  Grazing  Land. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  why  it  is  that  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners are  not  taking  action  to 
acquire  that  part  of  the  grazing  lands  of 
Monedarrah  or  Stokestown,  ofifered  to 
them  by  Mr.  James  W.  Bond,  D.L., 
Farragh,  County  Longford ;  if  he  can 
state  Uie  number  of  applications  received 
for  a  share  of  this  land;  and  will  he 
request  the  Commissioners  to  proceed 
with  the  matter  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that,  so  far  as  they 
can  trace,  the  lands  in  question  have 
not  been  ofifered  for  sale  to  them,  nor 
have  they  had  any  correspondence  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  suggested  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
repeat  his  inquiry  about  the  correspon- 
dence. 
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Deaie  Estates,  Hwrth  Longford.  Richardson  estate  at  Ballynulty,  Gra- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FAERELL :  I  beg  to  ask  nard,  so  as  to  resell  to  the  tenants  who 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu-  are  anxious  to  buy  their  holdings ;  and 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  agreements  I  will  he  ask  the  Estates  Commissioners 
for  the  sale  of  the  Dease  estate,  at '  to  communicate  with  the  agent,  Colonel 
Cloneen,  in  North  Longford,  have  yet  |  J.  H.  Dopping,  on  the  subject. 


been  lodged;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
initatioQ  exists  amongst  the  tenants  on 
account  of  an  alleged  unfair  division  of 
the  bog  by  the  landlord;  and  will  he 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  this  estate  with  a  view  to 
their  making  a  scheme,  under  Section  21 
of  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  in  reference  to 
the  bog. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
imssioners  inform  me  that  no  purchase 
agreements  in  respect  of  this  estate  have 
yet  been  lodged  with  them.  They  have 
DO  information  as  to  the  division  of  the 


Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  received  the  petition 
referred  to,  and  will  communicate  with 
the  agent  of  the  estate  as  suggested  in 
the  Question. 

Chief  Land  Commission  Assessor. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :   I  beg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  Mr.  Boyd, 
of  the  Chief  Land  Commission,  was 
appointed  to  bis  present  office,  what 
experience  had  he  of  land  valuing  before 


turbary,  and  can  take  no  steps  in  the  i  his  appointment ;  and  what  examina- 
matter  until  the  estate  comes  before  them  !  tion,  if  any,  did  he  pass  before  being 
to  be  dealt  with.  appointed. 


Sathcline  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask ! 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- ; 
ant  of  Ireland  to  state  the  grounds  upon  i 
which  the  Estates  Commissioners  have  ' 
declined  to  provide  Bridget  and  Joseph  ; 
Mullooly,  of  Rathcline,  County  Longford,  I 
with  equivalent  holdings  to  those  from 
which  they  were  evicted;   will  he  say 
whether  they  were  evicted  within   the 
period   named  in  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act ;  whether  tfaey  applied  in  due  time  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  they  are  farmers 
willing  to  work  the  land,  he  will  ask  them 
to  reconsider  this  case. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  applicants  were 
evicted  within  the  period  named  in  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act,  and  their  applica- 
tions were  received  within  the  time 
limited  by  the  Act.  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  declined  to  take  any 
action  upon  the  applications  because  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Mullooly  family 
already  have  sufficieTit  land.  They 
•occupy  a  holding  of  100  acres  which  has 
been  purchased  under  the  Land  Ac«8. 

Kichardson  Estate,  Oranard. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
thcj^Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  any  petition 
has  been  received  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners asking  them  to  purchase  the 


Mr.  BIRRELL:  Mr.  Boyd  was  ap- 
pointed an  assessor  upon  the  passing 
of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  pursuant 
to  the  eighty-nintb  section  of  that  Act. 
He  had  been  an  Assistant-Commissioner 
since  January,  1889,  and  his  qualiHca- 
tions  when  appointed  to  that  office 
are  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
Return  No.  151  of  1902.  When  Mr. 
Boyd  was  appointed  there  was  no 
examination  for  the  post,  nor  is  there 
now. 

Irish  County  Connoils  and  Compulsory 
Education. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  are  the 
county  councils  in  Ireland  that  have 
adopted  the  compulsory  Education  Act ; 
what  is  the  annual  expense  and  the 
poundage  rate  incurred  in  each  country 
in  carrying  out  the  Act ;  and  what  is 
the  increase  in  the  average  attendance 
as  compared  with  the  average  for  the 
past  five  years  for  these  counties. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  compulsory 
attendance  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1892 
are  in  force  in  rural  districts  in  the 
I  following  counties :  Antrim,  Armagh, 
Carlow,  Clare,  Donegal,  Down,  Dublin, 
Fermanagh,  Galway,  Kerry,  Kildare, 
Kilkenny^    King's,     Limerick,     Derry, 
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Tyrone,  Wexford  and  Wicklow.    In  some 
of  these   counties  the  Act  is    in  force 
throughout   the    coimty   and    in   other  | 
cases  in  portions  only  of  the  county,  i 
The  expense   of  carrying  out  the  Act ' 
could  only  be  ascertainea  by  reference  | 
to  the  local  authorities  and  this  would  j 
take  some  time.    No  figures  are  avail-  | 
able  showing  the  increase  in  the  average  j 
attendance    in    each    county    as    com-  | 
pared  with  the  average  for  the  past  five  ! 
years.     In  most  of  the   counties  men-  I 
tioned  the   Act  has  been  in  force   for 
more  than  five  years.     The  centesimal  | 
proportion   of   the    average    attendance 


argument. 

9el£ut  Kew  XruTenity. 

Mr.  C.  j.  O'DONNELL  :  I  teg  to 
ask  the  Chief-Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  now^ 
in  a  position  to  state,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  half  the  popula- 
tion of  Ulster  and  one-third  of  the 
population  of  Belfast  are  Catholics,  how 
many  Catholics  he  proposes  to  appoint 
out  of  the  thirty-four  members  of  the 
Senate  of  the  new  University  of  Belfast, 
which  in  future  will  be  the  only  founda- 
^^^  i  tion  for  University  education  afEorded 


to  the  average  number  of  pupils  on  ....        .,,        OfltKolics 
rolls  for  the  year  190T  in  the  rural  dis-    ^"^  ^*^*^^  Catholics, 
triits    with    school    attendance    com- 
mittees was  6*1  '3,  and  in  those  without 
such  committees,  61*8. 


Queen's  College,  Bel&ft 

Mr.  C.  j.  O'DONNELL  (Newington, 
Walworth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Graduates'  Association  of  the  Queen's 
College  at  Belfast,  in  public  meeting  at 
Wellington  Hall,  Belfast,  joined  itself  to 
the  protest  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  against 
the  separation  of  Belfast  from  the  Royal 
University,  and  in  condemnation  of  a 
merely  local  University,  as  entirely  hostile 
to  the  wishes  and  interests  of  Ulster  and 
Belfast ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  this 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  two 
elected  senators  of  the  Royal  University 
and  attended  by  a  number  of  the  most 
influential  laity  ;  and  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  Resolutions  of  this 
meeting  of  graduates,  who  are  deeply 
concerned  by  the  change  in  the  value  of 
their  degrees. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Resolutions 
referred  to  in  the  Question  have  already 
received  due  publicity  through  the 
medium  of  the  Press,  and  I  do  not  propose 
to  lay  them  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  C.  j.  O'DONNELL  :  Is  it  necessary 
in  order  to  set  up  a  Catholic  University 
in  Dublin  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  run  against  the  whole  PresbjT- 
terian  opinion  ? 


Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  names  of  the 
persons  whom  it  is  proposed  to  appoint 
upon  the  first  Senate  of  the  Belfast 
University  are  given  in  the  amended! 
draft  Charter  which  is  now  before  the^ 
House.  I  imderstand  that  five  of  these 
persons  are  Catholics. 

Mr.  C.  j.  O'DONNELL:  Does  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  think  that  one- 
sixth  part  of  the  Senate  is  a  su£Glcient 
proportion  ? 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER : 
opinion. 


That  is  a  matter  o£ 


Irish  VniTertity  Degrees. 

Mr.  C.  j.  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  public 
or  academic  body  in  Ireland  has  ex- 
pressed approval  of  those  provisions  of 
the  Irish  Universities  Bill  which  exclude 
non-resident  or  extern  students  from  the 
advantage  of  taking  a  degree,  now 
secured  to  them  in  the  Royal  University^ 
and  in  Trinity  College ;  whether  the 
Convocation  of  the  Royal  University^ 
and  the  Association  of  Catholic  Graduates, 
in  public  meeting  assembled,  have  by 
Resolution  condemned  this  exclusion ; 
and  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
these  Resolutions  r  and  if  he  can  state 
any  special  reason  for  excluding  poor 
young  Irishmen  from  advantages  given 
to  poor  young  Englishmen  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  London  and  other  Universities 
in  England.. 
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Mr.  BIRRBLL:  The  question 
whether  extern  students  should  or  should 
not  be  admitted  to  degrees  is  one  of  a 
highly  argumentative  nature  which  I  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  by  way  of  Question 
and  Answer.  The  hon.  Member  will 
have  full  opportunity  of  raising  this 
question  in  the  debate  upon  the  Report 
-stage  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL:  Does  the 
!right  hon.  Gentleman  think  it  possible 
^equately  to  discuss  this  question  in  the 
•course  of  the  two  days  allowed  ? 

'?*Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Cafholie  Stadents  in  fhe  Aoyal 

Vnivenity- 
Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
"the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
-tenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  number  of 
-students,  over  4,000,  attending  the  Royal 
University  last  year  was  larger  than  the 
attendance  at  the  Universities  of  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Man- 
chester, or  Aberystwyth,  in  fact  larger 
t^n  at  tony  University  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  ^xcept  London ;  and  how 
many  of  these,  over  4,000,  students  were 
^Oatholios ;  ana  whether  any  University 
in  Europe  had  a  larger  attendance  of 
CJatholics. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  number  of 
^candidates  at  the  examinations  of  the 
•Royal  University  last  year  was  4,115. 
The  secretaries  of  the  University  inform 
me  that  no  record  is  kept  of  the  religious 
persuasion  of  the  candidates.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  any  inquiry 
as  to  the  number  of  students  at  other 
Universities,  British  or  Continental. 

Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL :  Does  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  think  it  necessary 
to  withdraw  from  this  very  successful 
University  the  colle<yes  that  are  to  be 


^♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, Order.    That, 
;again,  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

De  Kaqniere  Bstate*  County  Clare. 
Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :    I  beg  to 
ask   the   Chief   Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  De 
Blaqniere  estate,  near  Tubber,  County 
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Clare,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners ;  did  the  estate  comprise 
untenanted  land,  and  how  much;  and 
will  he  state  how  many  tenants  and 
tenants'  sons  are  going  to  benefit  from 
the  purchase. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  made  an  offer  to  purchase 
the  estate  in  question,  which  includes 
400  acres  of  untenanted  land,  and  the 
owner  has  acoepted  the  offer.  The  un- 
tenanted land  has  been  allotted  to  fifteen 
persons,  of  whom  fourteen  are  tenant^ 
on  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate, 
and  one  is  the  son  of  a  tenant  on  the 
estate. 

Mr.  DUFFY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Hanley,  of  Tubber,  County 
Clare,  is  a  small  tenant  on  the  De 
Blaquiere  estate,  holding  an  acre  and  a 
half  of  land  ;  whether  he  applied  to  the 
Commissioners  for  an  increase  of  his 
holding  out  of  the  untenanted  lands  on 
the  estate  purchased  by  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  will  he  explain  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  inspector  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  refuse  the  claim  of  this 
small  holder  to  more  land. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  application  of 
Thomas  Hanley  is  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Estates  Commissioners,  who 
have  referred  the  matter  to  their  inspector 
for  inquiry  and  report. 

Lewis  iBitate  Evicted  Tenants,  Oalway. 
Mr.  DUFFY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  negotiations  are  going  on 
between  the  Estates  Commissioners  and 
Mrs.  Lewis,  of  Balinagar,  Woodford, 
County  Galway,  in  respect  of  the  rein- 
statement of  the  Lewis  evicted  tenants  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  large  number 
of  uneconomic  holdings  on  this  estate, 
he  will  advise  the  Commissioners  to 
acquire  possession  of  all  the  untenanted 
land  on  this  property  in  the  interest  of 
a  general  settlement. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  they  have 
recently  published  notice  of  their  in- 
tention to  acquire  compulsorily,  under 
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the  Evicted  Tenants  Act,  1907,  some 
350  acres  of  untenanted  land  on  the 
estate  in  question.  • 

Bel£eMt  Workhouies. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  many  Pro- 
testant and  Roman  Catholic  inmates 
there  are  at  present  in  the  Belfast  work- 
house ;  and  how  many  belonging  to 
Ulster,  Munster,  Leinster,  and  Connaught, 
respectively. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  that 
it  would  take  the  officials  of  the  Belfast 
Workhouse  a  considerable  time  to  make 
the  search  through  the  workhouse  books 
which  would  be  involved  in  answering 
this  Question,  and,  in  view  of  the  pressure 
of  work  now  upon  the  officials  owing  to 
the  approach  of  the  holiday  season, 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  be 
glad  to  spare  them  this  labour  for  the 
present  if  possible. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  How  far  has  Dun- 
\dlle's  contributed  to  bring  people — both 
Protestants  and  Catholics — into  Belfast 
Workhouse  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  That  is  too  subtle 
a  Question  for  my  intelligence. 

Castletown  Cattle  Drive. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
drive  on  an  extensive  scale  recently 
occurred  on  the  lands  of  Castletown, 
owned  by  Captain  R.  H.  Fowler,  Rahin- 
stown,  Enfield;  whether  this  is  the 
sixth  drive  which  has  taken  place  off 
Captain  Fowler's  lands  in  that  district ; 
whether  on  the  occasion  referred  to 
about  twenty-eight  head  of  cattle  were 
driven  off,  some  of  which  were  recovered 
at  Ardanew,  near  Longwood,  six  or  seven 
miles  distant,  after  having  been  driven 
over  a  fence  with  three  rows  of  wire  on 
top,  then  through  a  river  out  on  to  the 
public  road ;  and  how  many  arrests 
have  been  made  and  what  sentences 
have  been  passed  on  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outrage. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  police  authorities  that  the  facts  are 


substantially  as  stated  in  the  Question* 
The  drive  took  place  at  night.  The' 
offenders  are  unknown,  and  consequently^ 
no  arrests  have  been  made. 

General  Taylor's  Clonlara  Estate. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  an  agree- 
ment has  been  entered  into  for  the  pur- 
chase by  the  tenants  of  the  estate  of 
General  Taylor,  at  or  near  Clonlara,. 
County  Clare ;  does  this  estate  carry 
fishery  rights  oa  the  River  Shannon^ 
and,  if  so,  are  those  rights  to  go  with  the 
sale  of  the  estate ;  whether  the  Abbey 
fishermen  of  Limerick  have  paid  a  rental 
for  this  fishery  for  over  200  years ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  there  are  over  forty 
families  of  those  fishermen  depending 
for  a  Hving  on  this  fishery,  and  havings 
rented  it  for  so  many  years,  the  Estates- 
Commissioners  will  take  care,  before 
sanctioning  the  sale,  that  the  rights  of 
the  Abbey  fishermen  are  so  safeguarded, 
that  they  will  not  be  disturbed,  but  will 
be  confirmed  either  by  purchase  or  by 
a  fair  rent  which  those  men  are  willing^ 
to  pay. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com-^ 
missioners  inform  me  that  no  purchase 
agreements  in  respect  of  this  estate  have^ 
been  lodged  with  them.  If  such  agree- 
ments should  be  lodged  the  Commis- 
sioners will  consider  any  representationa- 
which  may  be  made  to  them  on  the 
subject  of  fishery  rights. 

Mr.  JOYCE:  Will  a  deputation  oi* 
this  subject  be  received  in  the  near 
future  by  the  Estates  Commissioners? 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  have  no  control 
as  to  what  deputations  the  Commissionera 
may  receive,  but  I  have  very  little  doubts 
they  will  consider  any  communication, 
or  representation  that  may  be  made? 
on  behalf  of  these  persons. 

Orehan  Estate,  Kildorrery,  County  Cork. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  whether  the- 
agreement  entered  into  between  John. 
Therry,  agent  of  the  Grehan  estate,  Kil- 
dorrery,*  County  [j5^^  [j^nd  his  son  Jobt 
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Therry,  of  Mooresfort,  County  Tipperary, 
whereby  the  latter  was  given  a  judicial 
tenancy  in  the  holdings  of  the  evicted 
tenants  on  the  estate,  was  made  after 
the  passage  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act, 
1903,  to  prevent  these  tenants  from 
being  reinstated  in  their  old  holdings ; 
and  whether  the  Estates  Commissioners 
will  have  a  full  inquiry  made  into  all 
the  circumstances  of  tlus  case  with  the 
view  of  bringing  about  the  restoration 
of  these  evicted  tenants  to  their  old 
homes. 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  the  judicial 
agreement  referred  to  was  entered  into 
on  4th  November,  1903.  This  was  sub- 
sequent to  the  passing  of  the  Irish  Land 
Act  of  that  year,  but  it  was  long  before 
the  passing  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act 
of  1907,  which  alone  has  any  bearing 
upon  the  compulsory  acquisition  of 
lands  for  the  reinstatement  of  evicted 
tenants.  The  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  nothing  would  be  gained 
by  making  further  inquiries  into  the 
cases  of  the  evicted  tenants.  They  will, 
as  I  have  already  informed  the  hon. 
Member,  consider  the  evicted  tenants' 
applications  in  connection  with  the 
distribution  of  any  untenanted  land 
which  they  may  acquire  in  the  locality. 

Kearney  Estate,  Ardfert,  Kerry. 
Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Kear- 
ney estate,  Ardfert,  County  Kerry,  was 
offered  for  sale  under  Section  6  in  1904 ; 
whether  it  was  inspected  and  valued 
in  June,  1907 ;  what  is  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  completing  the  sale ;  and 
whether  the  inspector's  valuation  has 
been  communicated  to  the  tenants ; 
whether,  since  inspection,  the  tenants 
have  been  served  with  writs  for  rent, 
inclucUng  hanging  gale,  although  they 
are  ready  to  accept  the  valuation  of 
the  Estates  Commission  inspector; 
whether  an  ejectment  is  pending  against 
another  tenant  for  old  arrears ;  and 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  put  a 
stop  to  compulsion  of  this  kind  against 
tenants. 


proceedings  as  having  been  instituted 
before  them  in  respect  of  the  estate, 
referred  to.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
furnish  the  full  name  of  the  owner  the 
Commissioners  will  make  further  in- 
quiries. 

Donegal  Assize  Orand  Jury. 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  at  the  recent  Assizes  for 
the  County  of  Donegal  not  a  single 
Roman  Catholic  was  included  by  the 
ffigh  Sheriff  when  summoning  the  Grand 
Jury ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  for 
many  years  past  no  Catholic  has  ever 
been  so  summoned,  although  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  county 
are  Catholics ;  and  whether  he  can 
take  any  steps  to  put  an  end  to  the 
exclusion  of  Catholics  from  the  Grand 
Jury. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  Grand  Juries  are 
empanelled  by  High  Sheriffs  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Grand  Jury  Acts. 
The  High  Sheriff  of  County  Donegal 
informs  me  that  one  Roman  Catholic 
was  on  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  recent 
Spring  Assizes,  and  that  he  himself  is 
a  Roman  Catholic  and  was  lately  sum- 
moned but  did  not  attend.  I  under- 
stand that  in  making  out  the  panel 
the  senior  grand  jurors  or  their  repre- 
sentatives are  taken  in  the  first  instance, 
and  if  a  sufficient  number  of  these 
intimate  their  intention  to  attend  there 
is  no  necessity  to  summon  others.  I  am 
assured  that  there  is  no  exclusion  of 
qualified  Catholics. 

Irish  Local  Oovemment  Auditors- 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  received  a  copy  of  a  Resolution 
passed  by  the  No.  1  Limerick  Rural 
District  Council  requesting  that  in  future 
auditors  be  appointed  by  competitive 
examination,  and  stating  that  the  present 
appointment  of  auditors  goes  by 
favouritism ;  and  whether  he  intends 
to  take  any  steps  to  throw  open  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  these  appointments. 


Mr.   BIRRELL  .    The   Estates   Com-        Mr.  BIRRELL :    The  Resolution  has 
missioners   are  imable  to  identify  any  I  been   received.    Jtj^iifd  ja^|intended   to 
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throw  open  to  public  competition  the 
appointment  of  auditor  under  the  Local 
Gfovenmient  Board.  Very  special  (Ratifi- 
cations are  necessary,  and  the  Board 
invariably  select  persons  who  in  their 
opinion  possess  these  quatifications  in 
the  highest  degree.  The  persons  selected 
have  in  all  cases  to  satisfy  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  as  to  ^eir  literary 
and  expert  qualifications. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESST:  What 
quatifications  are  necessary  for  an  auditor? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  should  say  a 
clear  head,  a  great  knowledge  of  figures, 
and  perfect  indifierence  to  puntic  opinion. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  Have  aU 
the  auditors  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  these  quatifications  ? 

Mr.  BlRRfiLL  :    I  am  afraid  not. 

Labouren  (Ireland)  Act  Agpceement 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  statutory  declarations,  con- 
tractors' building  agreements,  and  bonds 
in  connection  with  schemes  under  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  are  still  tiable 
to  stamp  duty ;  whether  it  was  intended 
that  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Act, 
1906,  no  stamp  duty  whatever  would 
be  payable  from  the  commencement 
to  the  end  of  a  scheme  in  order  to  cheapen 
the  procedure ;  and  whether  he  wiU 
take  steps  to  afford  relief  to  the  rate- 
payers from  this  tax. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  understand  that 
when  the  Labourers  Bill  of  1906  was 
before  Partiament  the  question  of  exempt- 
ing from  stamp  duty  such  documents 
as  are  referred  to  in  the  Question  was 
fully  considered  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative.  Section  23  of  the  Act, 
which  remits  stamp  duty  on  agreements 
for  the  acquisition  of  land,  makes  no 
reference  to  the  kind  of  instrument 
referred  to  in  the  Question.  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Irish  Teachers  and  the  Ednoatlon  Grant 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  :    I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 

of  Ireland  whether  it  is  intended  that 


transition  teachers  shall  share  equally 
with  other  teachers  in  the  allocation  of 
the  additional  grant  for  Irish  primary 
education  (teachers'  salaries). 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  It  is  intended  that 
all  classes  of  teachers  shall  benefit  by 
the  new  grant  for  education. 

Tulrahan  ^ann,  Kayo. 
Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  the  price  offered  by  the  chief  land 
inspector  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  Mr.  Treston  for  the  purchase 
of  Tulrahan  farm,  in  the  County  of  Mayo  ; 
and  whether  he  will  state  the  price  it 
is  proposed  to  give  to  the  person  who 
is  now  the  owner  of  the  Tulrahan  farm. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  price  offered 
to  Mr.  Treston  by  the  chief  land  In- 
spector, subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  was  £600, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  present 
owner  of  the  farm  purchased  it  at  this 
price.  The  owner  has  offered  to  sell 
the  farm  to  the  Board  at  the  same  price 
as  soon  as  they  are  in  a  position  to 
purchase. 

Derryoaisan  Evicted  Tenant 
Mr.  J.  P.  PARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  ihe  L<^d-Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  reinstating  the 
evicted  .  tenants  on  the  Derrycassan 
estate,  Major  Dopping  owner ;  and  if 
he  is  aware  that  the  landlord  is  willing 
and  anxious  to  see  these  tenants  rein- 
stated without  delay. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  instructed  their  inspector 
to  place  the  evicted  tenants  in  the 
holdings  allotted  to  them  as  soon  as 
they  have  signed  the  necessary  under- 
takings. 

Australian  (Jonunonwealth  Arms 
Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
if  he  can  yet  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
standing  of  Lyon  King-at- Arms  in  matters 
of  imperial  heraldry  and  the  decision  in 
regard  to  the  new  design  for  the  arms  ot 
the  Commonwealth  of  Australia.   , 

Digitized  by  VnOO^Lc 


365 


Questions. 


{23  July  1908} 


Quedums. 


366 


Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  beg  leave  to 
answer  this  Question.  The  question  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kings  at  Arms  is 
now  under  consideration,  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
subject.  As  regards  the  design  for  the 
Arms  of  t^e  Commonwealth  of  Australia, 
I  understand  that  the  usual  course  was 
followed  of  asking  Oarter  King  at  Arms  to 
prepare  a  design,  based  on  a  drawing 
furnished  by  the  Commonwealth  Gov- 
ernment. The  Arms  have  already  been 
submitted  to  and  iipproved  by  His 
JMajesty. 

Mil  R.  DUNCAN  :  Was  Lyon  King- 
dtt-Arms  consulted  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  asked  for  notice. 

War  Offlce  Adminiitratioii. 
M».  CLAUDfc  fitAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  lIGnister  whe^iier,  since  his 
^tcceptance  of  the  office  of  First  liOrd  of 
■the  Treasury  and  that  of  Prime  Minister, 
Jfinisters,  other  than  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  have  attended  at  die  War 
Office,  called  for  Departm^tal  Papers 
4md  examined  officers  and  officials  under 
the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  State ; 
what  Ministers  have  been  so  employed, 
and  whether  they  carried  out  their 
investigations  with  or  without  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  ; 
whether  these  visits  were  c<mcluded 
prior  to  the  pledge  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  that  no  further  reduc- 
tions of  the  infantry  of  the  line  were  in 
•contemplation  ;  and  whether  he  can  give 
«  pledge  that  the  administration  of  the 
War  Department  will  in  future  be 
'Conducted  by  the  Ministers  enjo3dng  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  Secretary  for 
War  by  the  Royal  Sign-manual. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  There  is  no 
ioundation  in  fact  for  any  of  the  allega- 
tions or  suggestions  contained  in  this 
'Question. 

Sapplaiiieiitary  fifttaUiite. 
Mb.  HAROLD  COX :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  what  opportunity 
the  House  will  have  of  discussing  the 
Supplementary  Estimate  for  £1,464,491, 
issued  on  the  15th  July. 


Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  Supplementary 
Estimates  are  on  to-day's  Paper,  and 
will  continue  to  appear  every  day  in  the 
hope  that  the  House  may  find  an  op- 
portunity to  discuss  them.  If  no  such 
opportunity  is  found  the  time  at  our 
disposal  does  not  admit  of  special  facilities 
being  given.  I  may  add  that  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  largest  item  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  (£1,280,000  for  old- 
age  pensions)  has  already  been  discussed 
in  the  debates  on  the  Budget  and  on  the 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  and  that  the  item 
of  next  importance  (£200,000  for  the 
unemployed)  can,  I  should  suppose,  be 
discussed  in  connection  with  the  Vote  for 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

XOftorGar  Act 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  when  he  proposes  to  take 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill ;  and  whether  the 
House  will  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing, the  inclusion  within  that  Bill 
of  the  Motor  Car  Act. 

Mw.  ASQUITH:  I  hope  that  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  BUI  may  be  taken  at  the 
conclusion  either  of  to-morrow's  or 
Saturday's  sitting.  I  understand  that 
it  is  not  competent  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  particular  Acts  included  in  the 
Schedule. 

lieensi&g  BUI  Debate. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLET  (Hackney,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  new  clauses  to  the 
Licensing  Bill  not  being  disposed  of  on  the 
e'ghteenth  allotted  day,  he  will  consent 
to  their  being  carried  forward  to  the 
nineteenth  day,  to  be  taken  after 
schedules  and  any  other  matter  necessary 
to  bring  the  Committee  stage  to  a 
conclusion. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  House  has 
decided  in  the  schedule  to  the  Resolution 
on  the  allocation  of  time  for  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  Licensing  Bill  that 
all  new  clauses  shall  be  discussed  before 
10.30  p.m.  on  the  eighteenth  allotted 
day.  The  hon.  Member's  suggestion 
would  involve  a  reconsideration  of  the 
Order  of  the  House,  for  which,  as  at 
present  advised,  I  ^i||^t?®^«ssity.  ^^ 
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BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
asked  as  to  the  arrangements  for  business 
for  the  rest  of  the  session. 

Mr.  ASQXJITH  said  he  was  afraid  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  sitting  on 
Saturday,  which  it  would  be  proposed 
should  be  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  Third  Reading  of  the  Irish  Universi- 
ties Bill  and  the  Third  Reading  of  the 
Finance  Bill  would  be  taken.  On 
Monday,  Supply  would  be  put  down. 
The  first  half  of  the  sitting  would  be  given 
to  Army  Vote  No.  3,  at  the  suggestion 
of  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, and  the  sitting  after  eight  o'clock 
to  the  Foreign  Office  Vote,  Secretary  of 
State's  salary.  On  Tuesday  the  Colonial 
Vote,  Secretary  of  State's  salary,  would 
be  taken,  and,  if  time  permitted.  Class  4, 
Vote  7,  Universities,  Colleges,  and  Liter- 
mediate  Education  in  Wales,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade.  On  Wednesday  the 
Votes  would  be  those  for  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  and  the  Home  Office. 
On  Thursday  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  Bill  would  be  taken, 
on  the  Friday  following  the  Motion  for 
the  adjournment  for  the  holidays,  and 
on  the  Saturday  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  C. 
(in  respect  of  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight 
Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill:  Mr.  William 
Abraham  (Rhondda)  and  Mr.  Carlile ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  said  Bill) :  Mr.  William 
Edwin  Harvey  and  Mr.  Parkes. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  the  following 
Member  to  Standing  Committee  C.  : 
Mr.  Hall. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 
Third  Report  brought  up,  and  read, 
withj^Minutes  of  Evidence. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  253.] 


COMPANIES  CONSOLIDATION  BILL 
[LORDS],  POST  OFFICE  CONSOLIDA- 
TION BILL  [LORDS],  AND  STATUTE 
LAW  REVISION  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  in 
respect  of  Companies  Consolidation  BiU 
[Lords]  pending  in  the  Lords,  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up,  and 
read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  252.] 


CRAN  MEASURES  BILL  [LORDS]. 
Read  the  first  time ;     to  be  read  & 
second    time    To-morrow,    and    to    be 
printed.    [Bill  341.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(SUPPLY). 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on 
the  Irish  Universities  Bill  have  precedence 
this  day  of  the  Business  of  Supply. — 
(Mr.  AsquUh.) 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
^  As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.)  moved 
to  omit  Clause  1,  in  order,  he  said,  to 
elicit  from  the  Chief  Secretary  a  state- 
ment as  to  whether  he  was  fully  aware 
of  the  great  change  which  he  was  making 
in  higher  education  in  Ireland.  Clause  I 
was  the  clause  which  started  off  the  two 
new  Universities  which  he  proposed  to 
establish,  but  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  say  whether,  even  at  that  late 
hour,  they  would  not  take  the  course  of 
omitting  the  clause  and  thus  throwing 
out  this  very  obnoxious  scheme.  When 
the  Bill  was  introduced  they  were  told 
that  it  was  to  be  purely  undenomina- 
tional, and  the  two  new  Universities 
which  it  was  proposed  to  set  up,  they  were 
told,  solved  the  mystery  of  undenomi- 
national teaching  in  the  Universities 
in  Ireland.  In  the  course  of  the  debates 
in  Committee,  and  as  anyone  could 
judge  in  reading  the  Bill,  they  found 
that  the  scheme  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  entirely  denommational  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  that  the  whole- 
aspect  of  the  question  had  been  changed. 
Clause  1  destroyed  the  old  Royal  Uni- 
versity   of    Ireland  iand,/changed    the 
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aspect  of  Queen's  College,  Belfast. 
There  had  been  no  desire  whatever 
expressed  by  those  chiefly  interested  in 
higher  education  in  the  North  of  Irleand 
for  this  change  in  the  status  of  Queen's 
College,  Belfast.  Everybody  in  Ireland 
who  had  taken  an  interest  in  higher 
education  amongst  the  Protestants  of 
the  country  had  denounced  the  scheme. 
The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Ireland  met  imme- 
diately the  Bill  was  proposed  and  passed 
a  strong  resolution  condemning  the 
system  proposed  to  be  set  up.  The 
next  move  was  on  behalf  of  the  various 
educational  associations,  and  they  too 
oondenmed  the  scheme  on  the  ground 
l^t  it  was  x^irely  denominalioaial.  The 
whole  of  the  governing  body  of  Orange- 
men in  Ireland,  which  covered  all 
the  denominations  of  Protestants,  con- 
denmed  the  scheme  also,  and  they  who 
represented  the  Ulster  constituencies, 
he  believed,  had  never  received  one 
single  letter  or  memorial  in  favour  of  the 
Bill ;  anyhow,  he  had  not,  and  he 
believed  none  of  his  friends  on  that  side 
of  the  House  had  received  a  scratch  of 
the  pen  from  a  soul  in  Ireland  in  appro- 
bation of  the  Bill.  In  Committee,  they 
found  that  the  Bill  had  been  submitted 
to  no  Protestant  body  in  Ireland  for 
consideration,  but  in  every  instance 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy.  It 
was  proposed  by  Clause  I  to  take  away 
the  undenominational  system  of  the 
Royal  University  of  Ireland  and  to  set 
up  in  its  place  Universities  segregated 
into  two  camps — ^Protestants  in  the 
north  and  Roman  Catholics  in  the  south. 
How,  under  those  circumstances,  could 
they  ever  hope  to  bring  the  people  to- 
gether, which  they  were  all  anxious  to  dol 
The  Bill  ruined  that  idea  and  went 
back  centuries  in  the  system  of  training 
the  youth  of  the  country.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  admitted  that  he  hoped 
the  large  University  to  be  set  up 
in  Dublin,  and  its  affiliated  colleges, 
would  draw  the  youth  of  the  country 
to  I  them.  He  and  his  colleagues 
had  no  objection  to  the  youth  of  the 
country  being  educated ;  why  should 
they  throw  cold  water  on  a  scheme 
whK)h  was  to  teach  the  people  of  Ireland  ? 
But  what  they  objected  to  so  much  was 
that  under  the  scheme  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  the  wily  way  in  which 


it  had  been  brought  forward,  there  were- 
three  separate  bodies.  For  two  yean* 
a  body  of  Commissioners  was  set  up  to 
carry  out  the  scheme,  and  after  those 
Commissioners  had  done  their  work 
another  body  was  brought  forward  for 
five  years,  and  then,  when  thefy  had  done 
their  work,  the  crucial  question  arose 
as  to  who  were  to  be  the  permanent 
governing  bodies  of  these  Universities^ 
No  one  could  deny  that  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  Universities,  when  it 
came  to  the  third  stage  of  the  drama,, 
would  be  on  the  one  hand  ^he  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  in  the  south,  and  on  the- 
other  hand  tie  Presbyterian  clergy  in. 
the^  north.  Of  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  and  he  did  not  think  anyone 
now  ventured  to  deny  it.  Was  that 
the  class  of  education  they  were  anxioua- 
to  have  in  Ireland  ?  It  was  going  back 
one  hundred  years  to  destroy  the  RoyaF 
University,  which  threw  its  cloak  over 
all  classes  of  the  commimity,  Protes- 
tants and  Catholics  alike,  which  allowed 
extern  students,  and  which  allowed 
people  to  come  and  take  degrees  with-^ 
out  fear  or  favour.  Then  there  were 
the  colleges  of  Cork,  Galway,  and 
Belfast,  eve^  one  of  which  had,  so  far  as 
he  knew,  met  with  general  approbation^ 
Clause  1  destroyed  them ;  it  changed 
their  aspect  and  at  extraordinary  cost^ 
He  believed  £2,700,000  was  to  be  voted 
by  Parliament  for  the  erection  in  Dublin 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  University,  and  for 
giving  a  certain  amouot  of  money  to 
Belfast.  The  idea  of  a  University  for 
Belfast  never  would  have  been  heard  of 
had  it  not  been  that  the  Oovemment 
thought  if  they  catered  openly  and  only  for 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  Dublin,  the  Bill 
would  not  get  through  Parliament.  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  said  that  they  who 
lived  in  the  North  of  Ireland  ought  to  be 
glad  to  see  the  Queen's  College  raised  to  the 
status  of  a  University,  and  receive  a  little- 
more  money.  But  if  Belfast  was  left 
alone  it  was  doing  good  work.  They  had- 
repeatedly  asked  for  more  money  in 
order  to  be  able  to  do  better  work,  but 
they  could  not  get  it  from  any  Govern- 
ment. A  mere  handful  of  gentlemen, 
within  the  College,  an  unrepresentative 
body  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word^ 
were  in  favour  of  raising  the  status  of  the 
College,  but  no  one  else,  and  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  there  had  been  no  desire^ 
whatever    amongst   Prote8tantf(w[^he 
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North  of  Ireland  to  have  this,  it  had 
been  thrust  upon  them.      II  tiiey  cut  the 
Bill  in  two,  and  IbH  Belfittt  on  one  side 
altogether^  the  Chief  Secret«ry  could  not 
.get  his  Roman  CathoUp  Univera^  for 
Xhiblin.    It  was  only  ^  ^  ^^^  ^bia 
piece  of  treachery  waa  tacked  on  to  the 
Belfast  end  of  it  thi^t  enj^led  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemafi  to  set  the  Bill  through 
^hen  the  majoritjf  of  his  supporters  were 
Nonconformists.   On  the  First  and  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  the  people  did  not 
•understand  it.    With  the  greatest  haste 
it  was  smuggled  upstairs  to  Committee, 
and  now  they  were  allowed  two  days  and 
A  bit  of  Saturday  to  discuss  the  whole 
•organisation     of     higher    education    in 
Ireland.    They  were  told  that  it  was  a  Bill 
which  would  satisfy  the  people  of  Ireland. 
It  would    satisfy  the    Koman    Catholic 
hierarchy  of  Ireland.      But  did  anyone 
imagine  for  a  moaient  that  if  the  Catholic 
hierarchy  in  Ireland  h,eld  up  its  finger 
and  said,  "We  wiH  npt  have  it,"  the 
Bill     would     go      through,     or      that 
when      the     Bill    did     go      through, 
if      the     Roman     Catholic     hierarchy, 
^as    they  had    done  in   regard    to    the 
•Queen's    College,  held  up    their  finger, 
iihoy   could    not  compel    every    Roman 
Catholic   in    the  country  to    stay   out- 
side  the  walls  of  the    University  ?     It 
depended    on  that   alone.     They    must 
give  them  a  University,  but  whether  it 
would  ever  be  of  the  slightest  use  or  not 
to  the  country    depended   not    on   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  his  successors 
in   office,  but  entirely  on  the  attitude 
adopted  by  the    archbishops    and    the 
bishops  in  Dublin.     He  would  like  to 
see  higher  education  in  Ireland  carried 
to  the  very  best  pitch,  but  under  lay 
control  and  lay  management.     They  had 
urged  in  Committee  and  outside  the  House 
that  the   Bill   might  change  its   aspect 
entirely,  that  the  new  Universities  should 
have  cut  out  of  them  every  word  of  denomi- 
natioualism  and  be  absolutely  free  from  the 
contamination  of  what  went  on  in  Dublin 
Castle,  and  that  they  should  be  flowed  a 
free  hand  to  run  an  undenominational 
University  for  the  use  of  the  laity,  who 
UFOuld  be  encouraged  to  go  to  it,  and 
allowed    to   manage    it  themselves.     If 
that  were  done,  the  House  would  be  wise 
in   not  stopping  at  JS2,700,000,   but  if 
necessary    giving   j&5,000,000    to    have 
«uch  a  scheme  carried  into  full  effect. 
Clause    1    touched    the    whole    matter 
^hich  had  been  discussed  so  far  by  the 
Ccg^tain  Craig. 


Chief  Secretary.    Had  any  improvemenc 
been  made  in  the  Bill  since  it  went  to 
the  Committee  t    Far  from  it.     It  was 
true  that  some  of  the  Party  to  which  he 
belonged    were    in  favour    of  the    Bill 
because  they  were  in  favour  of  denomina- 
tional education,    and   of  having  Irish 
Catholics  educated  in  a  University  by 
themselves.    But  was  that  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  great  Noncon^>rmist> 
party  ?    If  so,  let  them  pass  the  Bill, 
but  do  not  let  them  have  any  more  of 
this   humbug  of  saying   they   were   in 
favour    of    undenominational    teaching 
when  the  English   Bill  was  before  the 
House,  and  then  on  the  Irish  Bill  saying 
the  more  denominational  the  BUI  was 
made  the  better.    The  Bill  he  thought 
would  put  a  stop  once  for  all  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  nonsense  that 
was  talked  by  Nonconformists  on   the 
other  side  of  the  House.    This  clause 
was   the    keystone    of    the    arch.     The 
Chief    Secretary    was    doing    harm    to 
Ireland  and  to  people  who  left  Ireland 
for  other  parts  of  the  world.     He  had 
understood  the  question  about  as  litde  as 
he  understood  the  Irish  nature,  and  the 
country  over  which  he  was  Chief  Secretary 
The  problem  there  was  to  mix  up  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  the  Protestants  as 
much  as  they  could.    He  earnestly  im- 
plored the  Government,  if  it  was  not  too 
late,  to  strike  out  of  the  Bill  everything 
which  was  going  to  Archbishop  this  and 
Bishop    somebody     else,    and    all    the 
Presbyterian  clergymen   in  the  North. 
Although  ha  was  a  Presbyterian  himself, 
he  woiud  altow  none  of  them  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  Bill.     He  had 
fought  m  Committee,  and  done  aU  he 
possibly  could  to  tvv  and  make  the  Bill 
ms   denomioationai       He    had   fought 
hard   a^d  consdentiously  Ux   what  he 
held  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
The  Bill,  he  supposed,  must  go  through, 
but  in  the  meantime  he  begged  to  move 
to  leave  out  Clause  1. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  aj^reed 
that  the  first  clause  and  the  machinery 
which  it  provided,  the  abolition  of 
existing  universities,  and  the  creation  of 
a  new  one,  really  went  to  the  root  of  the 
whole  matter.  He  wished  to  point  out 
what  an  extraordinary  position  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  were  in, 
because  the  position  they  had  invariably 
taken  lip  in  matters  of  education  was  that 
State  money  cv^asedn^OOfek  used    for 
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denominationai  purpoBea.  No  one  had 
reoo^sed  the  pinch  of  that  more  than 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself,  because  from 
start  to  finish  he  had  ^ctured  this  scheme 
as  ondenominationaL  But  now,  with 
the  Amendment  which  had  been  accepted, 
from  whichever  quarter  they  came  as 
long  as  they  were  in  a  denominational 
direction,  the  Bill  was  not  of  the  same 
colour  or  complexion  that  it  was  when 
it  passed  Second  Keading,  idthough  they 
had  always  contended  that  the  original 
intention  had  only  become  more  apparent 
by  the  proceedings  in  Committee.  It  was 
always  there.  He  rejoiced  to  find  that 
this  nad  become  more  and  more  appreci- 
ated in  the  ranks  of  the  Part^  opposite. 
They  were  continually  receiving  from 
representative  associations  and  organisa- 
tions which  professed  the  political  faith 
of  hon.  Members  opposite  protests 
against  the  Bill.  Only  the  previous  day 
he  had  received  a  circular  signed  by  the 
Rev.  John  Hirst  Hollowell  of  Rochdale, 
a  clergyman  of  some  standing  in  the 
religious  and  political  world,  in  which  he 

"  In  view  of  this  and  the  other  doubtful 
features  of  the  Bill,  which  are  opposed  to  the 
traditional  policy  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and 
which  will  accentuate  existing  religious  differ- 
ences in  Ireland  instead  of  providing  a 
national  settlement  of  this  important  question, 
the  execntive  committee  eamestljr  recommends 
the  postponement  of  the  Bill  with  a  view  to 
its  Amendment  on  lines  analagous  to  those  of 
the  Manchester  Univenity." 

When  it  was  suggested  that  this  new  Uni- 
versity should  be  analogous  t^  the  Man- 
chester CTniversity,  the  fact  remained 
that  the  present  scheme  was  like  nothing 
in  the  whole  history  of  University 
creation,  either  in  the  heavens  above, 
the  earth  below,  or  the  waters  beneath. 
There  was  not  a  single  Roman  Catholic 
University  in  Europe  founded  or  estab- 
lished on  lines  of  this  sort.  It  was  true 
they  had  a  Roman  Catholic  University  in 
Belgium,  but  the  Catholics  found  the 
money  for  it,  and  therefore  they  were 
entitled  to  control  it.  The  State  found 
the  money  for  Universities  in  Germany 
and  Austria,  but  the  State  preserved  a 
superior  control.  There  was  not  a 
vestige  of  control  in  the  State  in  regard 
to  the  money  which  was  being  provided 
under  this  Bill  for  a  University 
of  a  denominational  character.  Could 
anyone  deny  that  these  new  Universities, 
from  the  very  moment  of  their  inception. 


would  be  absolutely  denominational,  and 
yet  all  this  was  being  done  with  State- 
money.  Mr.  Hirst  Hollowell  denounced 
the  proposal  in  no  unmeasured  terms. 
The  House  was  being  kept  in  the  dark 
as  to  what  the  names  of  these  new 
Universities  were  to  be.  The  Third 
Reading  was  to  take  place  on  Saturday,, 
and  up  to  the  present  no  suggestion 
whatever  had  been  made  in  regard  to  the- 
name.  The  clause  said  it  would  bo 
determined  by  His  Majesty  the  King^ 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  said  it  would  be 
determined  by  the  governing  body  after 
•hey  had  been  calledinto  existence.  The 
reason  he  was  anxious  upon  this  point 
was  that  they  had  in  Dublin  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin  or  Trinity  College,, 
and  he  was  anxious  that  in  the  christening 
of  the  new  University  there  would  be  no 
interference  in  title  by  the  adoption  of 
anything  that  would  conflict  with  the 
well-known  name  of  the  University  of 
Dublin.  He  knew  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  given  him  an  undertaking; 
on  this  point,  but  if  the  choice  of  the: 
name  was  to  be  left  to  the  senate  they 
ought  clearly  to  understand  that  the  new 
title  was  not  to  conflict  with  the  recog- 
nised University  of  Dublin  and  Trinity 
College.  The  Bill  had  gone  out  of  its. 
way  to  destroy  the  Royal  University,, 
which  was  still  a  flourishing  institution. 
He  noticed  that  within  the  last  month 
over  a  thousand  persons  had  passed 
examinations  in  that  institution.  There- 
fore it  was  still  an  active  working  con- 
cem.  At  the  Royal  University  they 
could  get  a  degree  by  passing  examina- 
tions, and  nothing  more  was  required, 
in  consequence  oi  their  holding  extern, 
students'  classes.  He  thought  provision 
should  be  made  for  these  extern  students 
who  desired  to  improve  their  education,, 
yomig  clergymen  from  the  country^ 
national  school  teachers,  and  people  in 
the  smaller  country  towns.  It  would  be 
hard  on  these  people  to  have  their  exist- 
ing' privileges  and  rights  swept  away 
while  no  provision  was  otherwise  made 
for  them. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  psjge  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  Clause  1.'^ 
-^Captain  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of 
the  clause,  to  the  word  '  two,'  in  page  I^ 
Une  8,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.'' 
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Thb  chief  secretary  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) 
congratulated  the  House  on  being 
^ble  to  discuss  the  Bill  free  from 
the  menace  of  the  guillotine,  and 
pointed  out  that  hon.  Gentlemen  had 
referred  in  their  speeches  to  many 
questions  that  would  ultimately  come  up 
for  consideration  on  particular  Amend- 
ments. The  clause  had  no  reference  to 
anything  of  a  denominational  or  unde- 
nominational character.  It  simply  pro- 
posed to  establish  two  Universities  in 
Ireland  and  the  extinction  of  the  Royal 
University.  It  would  be  impossible, 
iowever,  to  create  two  Universities  in 
Ireland  and  leave  the  Royal  University 
alone.  The  subject  of  extern  students 
was  important,  but  it  would  be  discussed 
hereafter  on  an  Amendment  raising  the 
question.  He  repeated  the  assurance 
which  he  bad  given  already  that  His 
Majesty  would  in  no  circumstances  allow 
either  of  the  Uni verities  jn  Belfast  or 
Dublin  to  take  any  name  wbich  should 
interfere  with  Trinity  College  under  the 
diame  of  the  University  of  Dublin. 
Whatever  would  be  the  name  chosen  it 
would  not  be  the  University  of  Dublin, 
neither  would  it  make  any  use  of  the 
name  of  Trinity  College.  The  clearest 
possible  distinction  would  be  made 
between  these  two  Universities,  so  that 
a  student  in  Ireland  would  be  under  no 
mistake  as  to  which  University  he  was 
going  to  attend.  If  Clause  1  were 
omitted  from  the  Bill  the  House  might 
as  well  go  home.  He  admired  the  wmy 
in  which  hon.  Members  opposite  had 
fought  this  Bill  in  Committee  upstairs — 
-their  courage,  tenacity,  and  good  temper ; 
but  it  was  impossible  for  him  at  this 
stage  to  cut  out  a  clause  on  which  every- 
.thing  else  in  the  Bill  was  founded. 
The  Government  were  anxious  to 
establish  in  Ireland  a  teaching 
University,  and  they  wanted  to 
associate  degrees  in  Ireland  with  other 
characteristics  than  those  merely  of 
examination.  This  point  had  been  argued 
over  and  over  again.  As  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Belfast,  he  had  been  very  much 
exposed  during  the  last  year  to  demands 
from  the  people  of  Belfast  having  this 
University  in  their  minds.  Personally 
he  could  not  undertake  to  distinguish 
between  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  though 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  admitted  that 
there  were  some  influential  classes  on 
the  side  of  the  Chief  Secretary.     The 


Nationalist  Member  for  Belfast  was  also 
in  favour  of  the  proposal,  and  he  repre- 
sented a  certain  amount  of  opinion  in  the 
city.  He  was  animated  by  the  same 
spirit  and  by  the  same  hope  as  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  in  wishing  to  see  all 
sections  of  opinion  brought  together  in 
!  support  of  religious  peace,  and  he  was 
encouraged  in  holding  that  hope  by  what 
he  heard  of  the  desires  and  intentions  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  population  of  Belfast 
and  neighbourhood  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefits  of  education  within  the  walls 
of  the  old  Queen's  College,  which  had 
become  a  University.  Indeed,  he  was 
encouraged  to  believe  that  he  might  live 
long  enough  to  see  the  time  arrive  when 
there  would  be  numbers  of  Roman 
Catholic  students  within  the  walls  of  the 
University  of  Belfast  and  when  the  ideas 
of  the  hon.  Member  and  others  of  his 
way  of  thinking  would  be  gloriously 
realised. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity)  expressed  his  profound  dis- 
appointment with  the  character  of  the 
Bill.  From  the  outset  of  bis  Parlia- 
mentary career  he  had  been  a  supporter  of 
a  Roman  Catholic  University  in  Ireland 
What  he  contemplated  then  was  a  de- 
nominational University,  not  a  theological 
seminary.  When  they  looked  further 
into  the  way  in  which  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  this  clause  were  exercised, 
when  they  looked  at  the  constitution  of 
the  governing  body  —  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  that  it  possessed  an 
enormous  majority  of  Roman  Catholics 
on  it — they  saw  that  this  was  not  a 
Roman  Catholic  University  in  which 
clergy  and  laity  might  work  together 
freely  in  the  advancement  of  learning, 
I  but  an  institution  which  would  be  wholly 
and  solely  under  the  government  of 
priests  of  the  higher  order. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  No. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  would  carry  it  out  in  the 
way  by  which  it  was  alleged  the  Act  of 
Union  was  carried.  He  would  buy 
everybody  who  was  worth  buying  either 
by  money  or  by  influence.  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "Oh!  Oh!"]  He  only  asked 
hon.  Members  who  said  "  Oh !  Oh ! "  to 
look  at  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  which 
contained   the   financial    provisions^    the 
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provisions  about  affiliation,  the  admission 
of  outside  societies  to  the  government  of 
this  Roman  Catholic  University,  in  order 
to  see  what  he  meant.  He  said  without 
iear  of  contradiction  that  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  bought  everybody  it  was 
necessary  to  buy.  Under  these  circum- 
stances what  was  his  object  in  describing 
this  as  an  undenominational  measure? 
What  was  his  object  in  putting  in  a 
•clause  forbidding  a  test  for  teachers? 
What  would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
say  of  an  Education  Bill  for  England  in 
which  there  was  a  specific  clause  for- 
bidding any  test  for  teachers,  but  in 
which  the  management  of  the  schools  or 
Universities  was  carefully  secured  to  the 
various  denominations?  What  chance 
would  a  Protestant  have  of  obtaining  an 
■appointment  in  a  Roman  Catholic  college 
•or  University  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :   Plenty. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  "  Plenty  "  ;  he  was 
not  so  trustful  of  English  boards  of 
management  in  connection  with  English 
schools.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  "  They  were 
not  elected."]  Nor  are  these.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  unfortunately  been 
-entrusted  with  the  introduction  of  two 
Education  BiUs,  and  when  one  looked  at 
the  essentially  undenominational  character 
of  the  Bill  of  1906,  and  the  essentially 
•denominational  character  of  the  Bill  of 
1908,  he  could  only  congratulate  him  on 
an  exhibition  of  political  dexterity. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Have  you  read  Clause 
4  in  the  Bill  of  1906  ? 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  repeatedly 
•described  that  clause  as  a  denomi- 
national clause  in  an  undenominational 
Bill  The  right  hon.  Grentleman  said 
that  the  merit  of  it  was  that  it  was 
there  at  all,  and  he  minimised  it  to  an 
extent  which  made  it  practically  useless 
for  a  great  denomination  to  which  educa- 
tion in  this  country  owed  so  much.  He 
rose  only  to  express  his  profound  disap- 
pointment in  this  matter.  He  could  not 
vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  first  clause 
of  the  Bill 

Mr,  BIRRELL:  Why  not? 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  would 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
thought  it  was  essential  that  the  highest 
education  available  should  be  at  the 
service  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, as  they  could  best  procure  it.  He 
would  gladly  have  seen  the  Bill  so  framed 
that  the  advancement  of  learning  and 
the  opportunities  of  study  might  be 
equally  available  for  the  clergy  and  the 
laity  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  but 
he  did  not  believe  that  any  University, 
the  main  purpose  of  which  was  the  ad- 
vancement of  learning,  could  discharge 
that  purpose  rightly  which  was  under 
clerical  domination,  whether  that  domina- 
tion was  of  a  Nonconformist,  Anglican, 
or  Roman  Catholic  character.  Such  as  it 
was,  he  accepted  the  Bill  for  what  it  was 
worth,  but  he  thought  the  House  and  the 
country  ought  to  realise  the  character  of 
the  Bill  they  were  passing,  the  extra- 
ordinary contradiction  in  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  education 
in  Ireland  and  in  England,  and  the  fact 
that  they  were  passing  a  frankly  denomi- 
national measure  which  placed  education 
in  Ireland  in  die  hands  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy. 

Mr.  HUTTON  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Morley)  said  he  desired  to  make  one 
other  protest  against  the  root  principle  of 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Baronet  had  concluded 
his  speech  by  referring  to  this  Bill  as 
frankly  denominational.  He  had  always 
taken  that  view,  and  he  did  not  think  his 
right  hon.  friend  could  blame  him  for 
having  done  so,  and  for  voting  against 
the  Bill  on  that  ground.  Clause  1  had 
been  specially  advocated  on  four  grounds, 
namely,  that  the  Universities  were  too 
free,  non-federal,  residential,  and  un- 
denominational. All  those  four  defences 
of  the  clause  were  absolutely  unsound. 
He  did  not  think,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  the  new  Dublin  University  could  be 
regarded  as  free.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  it  as  a  University  that 
would  be  entirely  under  clerical  control. 
[Cries  of  "  Oh  !  oh  !  "1  That  was  met 
by  cries  of  "  Oh !  oh !  but  there  were 
two  strongly  opposed  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  matter,  and  to  meet  these  views  his 
ri^ht  hon.  friend  had  introduced  in  the 
schedule  many  checks  and  counter  checks 
to  get  this  kind  of  influence  and  the 
other  hind  of  influence  to  work.  When 
that  was  the  case,  the  Government  could 
not  claim  that  they  had  carried  out  the 
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promise  that  the  University  was  to  be 
reHidential.  His  right  hon.  friend  could 
not  justify  that  chim.  Two  small  col- 
leges were  to  be  recognised — the  Magee 
and  the  Maynooth — and  there  would  foe 
opportunities  for  the  same  kind  of  treat- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  other 
kinds  of  colleges  which  had  a 
large  number  of  students.  That  might 
be  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  but 
it  was  not  a  residential  University.  He 
did  not  think  the  proposal  could  be  com- 
mended on  the  ground  that  the  Univer- 
sity was  free  and  residential.  They  had 
had  the  justification  placed  before  them 
that  these  Universities  were  non-federal. 
It  had  been  said  that  Universities  with 
federated  colleges  at  great  distances  from 
one  another  were  bad  in  principle  and 
must  not  be  adopted  in  future.  The 
glory  of  the  Bill  which  they  were  passing 
was  that  it  was  free  from  old  principles, 
and  that  it  established  Universities  on  a 
new  principle.  What  was  to  happen  was 
the  establishment  of  a  University  with 
three  colleges — one  in  Dublin,  one  in 
Cork,  and  one  in  Galway.  It  was 
a  curious  thing  that  the  college  to 
be  established  in  Belfast  was  to  be 
omitted  from  that  University.  They  were 
going  to  have  in  Belfast  a  University 
separately  established.  Was  that  the 
sole  reason  why  it  was  omitted  ?  It 
seemed  to  him  obvious  that  the  reason 
was  that  they  were  going  to  get  three 
colleges  of  a  similar  and  homogeneous 
denominational  type  in  connection  with 
the  new  Dublin  ifniversity.     That  was 

g^rfectly  obvious  on  the  face  of  it.  In 
ublin  they  would  have  two  colleges  side 
by  side— one  Trinity,  and  another  the 
name  of  which  he  did  not  know.  The 
Government  were  seeking  to  establish 
three  denominational  colleges,  and  not  to 
abolish  the  federal  system.  They  could 
have  made  arrangements  with  Trinity, 
a  Parliamentary  representative  of  Dublin 
University  having  made  certain  offers  on 
behalf  of  that  college  with  the  view  to 
the  demands  of  the  Eoman  Catholics 
being  met.  If  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
had  taken  those  offers  as  a  basis,  he  did 
not  think  there  would  have  been  much 
difficulty  in  the  long  run  of  establishing  a 
college  where  both  Fi'otestants  and  Soman 
Catholics  would  have  been  able  to  go. 
What  was  now  proposed  might  be  right 
or  wrong,  but  he  maintained  that  it  was 
not  an  undenominational  University. 
What  would  have  been  said  if  the  Leader 

Mr.  Hufton, 


of  the  0{^x)6ition  had  introduced  such  & 
Bill  as  that  now  before  the  House  f  He 
doubted  whether  the  Conservative  Party^ 
in  view  of  the  feeling  in  these  days, 
would  ever  have  dared  to  bring  in  such  a 
Bill. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  no  one  would  be  surpnsed  at  the* 
action  of  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the^ 
Amendment  nor  at  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Grentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  That 
speech  was  only  interesting  to  him  for 
one  observation.  The  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  think  that  it  would  have  been 
a  more  reasonable  proceeding  if  the 
circumstances  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
had  been  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with 
Trinity  College.  Of  course  he  knew  that 
j  the  proposal  to  deal  with  that  grievance 
by  putting  a  second  college  in  the  Uni- 
I  versity  of  Dublin  was  denounced  and 
;  rejected  by  Trinity  College.  That  was- 
not  what  he  meant.  He  meant  that  the 
Catholic  grievance  should  be  met  by 
building  a  Catholic  chapel  in  Trinity^ 
College.  That  was  interesting  as  coming^ 
from  him,  and  when  the  question  arose 
later  as  to  the  building  of  denomi- 
national chapels  within  the  precincts  of 
these  Universities  he  hoped  the  action  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  woiud  be  consistent 
with  the  declaration  he  had  now  made. 

Mr.  button  :  What  I  said  wa* 
that  in  a  frankly  denominational  Uni- 
versity I  saw  no  objection  to  a  denomi- 
national chapel. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  had 
not    risen  merely    for    the    purpose   of 
argtung    that    matter    with    the    hon. 
I  Gentleman,  whose  views  were  perfectly 
I  well    known    as    those   of   a  perfectly 
'  frank   and  consistent  opponent  of  this- 
Bill    on    every    possible    occasion  when 
a    vital    Amendment    had    been     pro- 
posed.      Nor    had    he    risen    for    the 
purpose  of  arguing  with  the  hon.  Grentle- 
;  men    who    moved    and     seconded    the 
I  rejection  of  the  clause,  but  he  had  risen 
;  in  consequence  of  what  he  must  describe 
I  as  the  extraordinary  speech  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Oxford  University, 
j  That    hon.    Gentleman   commenced   his 
j  speech  by    reminding    the    House   that 
he  had  always  been  in  favour  of  what  he 
called  a  Catholic  University  for  Ireland, 
and  that  even  when  his  own  party  did 
not  share  that  view  and  were  opposed  to 
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that  coarse  as  impracticable'  he  voted  in 
favour   of    a    Catholic    University    for 
Ireland,  and  yet  he  proceeded  to  criticise 
this  Bill  on  the    utterly   false  ground 
that  it  was  a  denominational  Bill  and 
that  it  created  a   Catholic  University. 
The   attitude   of   the   hon.    Qentleman 
was  utterly  inconsistent,  and  he  could 
not  understand  how  an  hon.  Gentleman 
whom    they   always   understood  to   be 
a  friend    to  a    fair    settlement  of   the 
question  and  who  had  on  more  than  one 
occasion  made  very   broad-minded  and 
friendly  speeches  on  the  matter,  should 
have  put  into  his  remarks  that  afternoon 
such  apparently  bitter  hostility.     It  was 
all  very  well  to  tell  them  that  he  was  in 
favour  of  a  settlement  of  the  question 
which  was  impracticable.    But  here  was 
a  practicable  settlement  of  the  question 
which  had  a  chance  of  passing,  and  the 
hon.     Gentleman     seized     the     oppor- 
tunity of    delivering    what    one    might 
almost  call  a  cruel  and  malignant  attack 
on  the  BUI.     [Cries  of  "Oh."]    Perhaps 
he  ought  not  to  use  the  word  "  malignant," 
he  had  no  desire  to  be  offensive,  but  he 
could  not   understand    the    haste  with 
which   the  hon.   Gentleman  had   rushed 
into    the    fray    a^inst     this    practical 
effort,  excusing  himself  by  saying  that 
in  the  past  he  ha^l  supported  measures 
then  impossible  to  carry  out.     What  was 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  1 
He  said  that  these  were  denominational 
Universities,  because  they  were  governed 
and    oontrolled     by    the    hierarchy    in 
Ireland  or  because  the  one  in  Dublin, 
at  all  events,  would  be  oontrolled  by  the 
hierarchy  in  Ireland.    How  did  he  make 
that    out)    The    University  in    Dublin 
would  be  governed  by  a  Senate  nominated 
by  the  Crown  for  the  first  five  years. 
That  Senate   consisted  of   about  forty 
members  of  whom  only  four  or  five  were 
clergjnnen.      Their  names  were  before 
the    House,  and    how   anyone    reading 
these  names  could  say  that  for  the  first 
five  years,  at  any  rate,  those  Universities 
were  to  be  controlled  by  the  hierarchy 
passed  his  understanding.     At  the  end 
of  five  years  the  University  would  be 
governed  by  a  freely-elected  Senate  on 
which    no    single     clergyman    of     any 
denomination — bishop  or  priest — would 
have  a  seat  ex  officio.     No  man  could  sit 
on  that  new  Senate  after  five  years  unless 
he  was  elected,  with  the  single  exception 
of  those  nominated  by  the  Crown.    Let 
him  remind  the  House  how  the  Senate 
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was  to  be  constituted.  It  was  a  Senate 
of  thirty-five  members.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  University,  one;  the  Presidents 
of  the  Constituent  Colleges,  three; 
persons  nominated  by  His  Majesty,  of 
whom  at  least  one  should  be  a  woman, 
four ;  elected  by  the  governing  body  of 
the  new  College  having  its  seatm  Dublin, 
three;  at  least  being  members  of  an 
Academic  Council  in  the  College,  six; 
elected  by  the  governing  body  of  Queen's 
College,  Cork,  and  two  being  members 
of  the  Academic  Council  of  the  College, 
four ;  elected  by  the  governing  body  of 
Queen's  College,  Gkuway,  two  being 
members  of  the  Academic  Council  of  the 
College,  four ;  the  Registrar,  one ;  elected 
by  Convocation,  eight ;  and  four  co-opted 
— total,  thirty-five.  That  would  be  a 
freely  elected  body.  It  was  little  short 
of  absurd  for  anybody  to  say  that  in  the 
future  this  University  would  be  governed 
or  controlled  by  the  hierarchy  or  anybody 
except  the  body  forming  the  University 
just  in  the  same  way  as  all  other  Univer- 
sities in  the  country.  The  second 
argument  the  hon.  Gentleman  used 
was  as  to  the  power  of  affiliation,  to 
which  he  apparently  strongly  objected. 
The  power  of  affiliation  which  was  con* 
tained  in  the  Bill  was  a  proposal  almost 
the  same  as  the  power  of  afi^tion  to  be 
found  in  the  charters  of  every  one  of 
the  newly  created  Universities  in  this 
country,  such  as  Manchester,  Leeds,  and 
Sheffield.  The  hoc.  Gentleman  had  utterly 
failed  to  adduce  any  sound  argument 
to  show  that  his  contention  that  this 
would  be  a  clerically  governed  University 
was  right.  He  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  rejected  at  once,  and  that 
the  House  would  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill  in  detail. 

♦Mr.  bare  IE  (LondonderiT,  N.) 
said  he  had  increasing  admiration  for  the 
facility  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Waterford  for  forgetting 
very  obvious  facts.  During  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  there  was  an  important 
Amendment  in  the  name  of  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Cambridge 
University.  That  Amendment,  if  it  had 
gone  to  a  division  in  the  ordinary  way, 
would  have  been  carried  against  the 
Grc  vernmeiit.  The  Chief  Secretary  felt  that 
he  would  prefer  that  a  division  should  not 
take  place  on  that  occasion.  And  why  % 
Because  he  was  not  personally  in  sym* 
pathy  with  that  Amendment  which  gave 
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power  to  the  Eoman  Catholic  author- 
ities to  build  a  chapel  within  the 
precincte  of  the  University  College  in 
Dublin.  What  happened  ?  That  Amend* 
ment  was  referred  to  the  hierarchy  in  the 
hope — [Cries  of  "  No."]  He  made  the 
statement  on  his  own  responsibility. 
That  Amendment  was  referred  to  the 
hierarchy. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  By  whom! 

♦Mb.  BARBIE:  By  the  Chief  Secretary. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  Nothing  of  the  sort. 

♦Mr.  BARRIE;  Not  directly  but  in- 
directly. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  Not  directly  nor  in- 
directly.    I  utterly  deny  it. 

♦Mr.  BARRIE:  The  Chief  Secretary 
admitted  he  did  not  like  it.  This 
Amendment  was  finally  inserted  in  the 
BiU. 

Mr.  butcher  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) :  May  I  make  one  thing  clear  t  The 
Amendment  alluded  to  was  my  Amend- 
ment, and  it  is  stated  that  it  was 
referred,  by  someone  unknown,  to  the 
hierarchy.  I  did  not  communicate  with 
any  single  priest  or  bishop.  If  it  was  com- 
municated to  the  hierarchy  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Nor  L 

Several  HON.  MEMBERS:  Who 
did  iti 

♦Mr.  BARRIE :  It  was  communicated 
to  the  hierarchy.  All  I  said  was  that  it 
was  communicated  by  someone.  I  did  not 
refer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge 
University. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  No,  no.  The  hon. 
Member  is  entirely  mistaken.  The 
Amendment  relating  to  the  chapel  ques- 
tion was  never  so  communicated.  On  the 
chapel  question  there  was  never  any 
meeting  of  the  bishops.  The  thing  the 
hon.  Member  has  in  mind  is  probably  a 
meeting  of  the  bishops  at  Maytiooth  with 
reference  to  an  Amendment  of  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University  imposing 
conditions  of  residence, 

Mr.  Barrie _ 


♦Mr.  BARRIE :  With  all  respect  I  say 
that  what  I  have  stated  actuallv  took 
place — [Cries  of  "Name"] — and  after 
that  the  Amendment  was  reluctantly 
accepted  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  Not  a  bit^  That  is 
absolutely  untrue.  There  was  no  com* 
munication  with  any  iHshop  whatever 
with  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
chapel — absolutely  none. 

♦Mr.  BARRIE:  I  fully  accept  the 
Chief  Secretary's  assurance,  while  still 
saying,  with  all  respect  and  asking  the 
House  to  accept  this  statement,  that  the 
fact  remains  that  the  opinion  of  the  Irish 
bishops  was  taken  on  this  important 
Amendment,  and  that  their  opinion 
prevailed. 

Several    HON. 
whom  1 


MEMBERS :     By 


♦Mr.    BARRIE:    And    that   serious 
alteration  was  made  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  Not  at  all 

♦Mr.  BARRIE:  Said  it  was  well 
known  that  the  hierarchy  had  shaped 
this  Bill  from  beginning  to  end.  He 
was  sorry  that  some  of  his  Noncon- 
formist friends — he  spoke  as  a  Non- 
conformist himself — seemed  to  accept 
this  repudiation  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. He  was  sorry  he  was  unable  to 
do  so.  He  still  believed  that  the  policy 
of  the  hierarchy  was  the  policy  of 
this  whole  Bill  He  WQuld  b?ty^  \^ 
the  greatest  sympathy  with  the  Qovem- 
ment  if  they  had  come  to  the  House 
and  said  frankly,  "  We  wish  to  endow 
a  Roman  Catholic  University  in  Ire- 
land." He  thought  that  many  friends  of 
higher  education  would  have  said  that 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  make 
out  a  strong  case  for  it ;  but  he  had  no 
sympathy,  on  [the  contrary,  he  had  the 
greatest  contempt  for  intriguing  and  wire- 
pulling which  had  finally  brought  them 
to  the  stage  they  had  arrived  at  that 
afternoon.  In  the  Chief  Secretary's  brief 
contribution  to  the  debate  he  had  again 
asserted,  what  he  had  previously  as^rted 
in  the  Committee  upstairs,  that  he  had 
the  people  of  Belfast  behind  him  in  plant- 
ing a  University  in  that  city. 


MR.  BIRRELL:    I  did  not 
thing  of  the  kind, 
people  in  Belfadteitized  by 
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'*'Mr.  babbie  said  he  accepted  the 
qualification  but  did  not  think  that  they 
were  very  much  further  advanced.  They 
knew  that  the  professorial  classes  in 
Belfast  were  in  sympathy  with  this  move- 
ment, but  that  all  the  public  bodies  who 
had  met  since  the  BHl  was  introduced 
and  during  the  intervening  months  had 
repudiated  this  settlement  of  the  higher 
education  question.  As  bearing  out  what 
he  had  said  he  might  be  allowed  to  quote 
the  latest  deliverance  of  the  Higher  Edu- 
cation Committee  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  had  spoken  in  terms 
which  even  the  Chief  Secretary  could  not 
minimise  as  to  what  their  opinion  of  the 
Bin  was,  and  this  was  an  opinion  ex- 
pressed on  the  Bill  since  it  came  out  of 
Committee — 

**  The  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland,  having 
foil  power  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  Church, 
has  observed  with  gravest  concern  thj&t  in  the 
progress  of  the  Irbti  Universities  Bill  through 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
sectarian  churacter  and  tendencies  of  the  oon- 
stitation  of  his  proposed  new  University  and 
oolite  for  Koman  Catholics  so  strongly  con- 
demned at  the  special  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  April  last,  had  been  seriously 
increased,  all  Amendments  designed  to  make 
the  new  institutions  less  denominational  having 
been  systematically  rejected. 

*'  As  a  result,  if  the  measure  as  amended  in 
Committee  passes  into  law  a  denominational 
University  with  denominational  constituent 
colleges  will,  in  contravention  of  the  settled 
poUoy  of  the  past  forty  years  be  irrevocably 
established  in  this  country." 

JBEe  left  it  there.  Even  the  Chief 
Secretary  knew  the  numbers  and  the 
influence  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
That  was  the  opinion  of  that  body  and 
he  agreed  with  it. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)  said 
he  largely  agreed  with  the  views  expressed 
on  the  Bin  by  hon.  Members  behind 
him.  It  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Morley  division  that 
if  they  (the  Opposition)  had  proposed 
a  Bill  anything  like  this  the  opposition 
offered  to  it  would  have  been  very 
different  from  that  which  was  now  being 
offered  to  it  in  that  House.  The  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  held  the  office  of 
Leader  of  the  Unionist  Party  for  a  longer 

Sriod  than  any  other  leader  for  many  years, 
e  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  support  of 
his  party  to  a  degree  that  could  never  be 
exceeded,  and  he  was  a  strong  and  power- 
ful advocate  of  the  extension  of  Univereity 


education  in  Ireland.  But  notwithstand- 
ing that  fact,  even  his  great  weight,  and 
ability  had  been  insufficient  to  enable  the 
party  to  bring  in  a  measure  of  the  kind. 
No  one  could  wonder  that  hon.  Members 
behind  him  renewed  the  protests  they 
made  jon  the  Second  Reading,  because  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  Govern* 
ment  were  inviting  the  House  to  agree 
to  a  departure  of  the  gravest  possible 
kind,  which  might  be  of  the  utmost 
moment  not  only  to  the  education  of 
Ireland  but  to  the  cause  of  edudatioh 
elsewhere.  This  momentous  step  was 
being  taken  at  the  fag  end  of  a  session, 
and  the  time  alloted  for  t^e  consideration 
of  the  Amendments  on  the  Paper  were  of 
the  briefest  kind.  But  whether  they  liked 
the  Bill  or  not,  the  Second  Reading 
had  been  passed  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  House  and  the  Bill  had 
gone  through  Committee.  But  during 
its  progress  it  had  been  materially 
altered,  in  what  he  and  others  considered 
a  wrone  direction.  No  (me  who 
examined  the  Bill  on  its  merits  now 
could  1)ut  say  that  it  was  in  a  very  much 
larger  degree  a  purely  denominationad 
BiU  than  when  it  was  read  a  second 
time.  An  impartial  man  would  find  it 
difficult  to  recognise  in  it  the  measure 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  asked  leave  to 
introduce^  and  all  that  could  be  expected 
now  was  that  Amendments  might  be 
inserted  on  the  Report  Stage  which  would 
improve  the  measure,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  control  that  was  ^ing  to 
be  exercised  over  the  Universities.  He 
would,  therefore,  suggest  to  his  hon. 
friends  that  having  expressed  their 
views  they  should  proceed  with  the 
Amendments  with  a  view  to  improving 
the  measure. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim  S.) 
said  the  question  asked  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  as  to  how 
it  could  be  contended  for  a  moment  that 
the  Universities  to  be  set  up  by  this  Bill 
could  be  controlled  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy  was  best  answered  by 
another  question,  which  was  how  had 
the  present  Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland 
been  controlled  and  practically  ruined  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  and  priest- 
hood. Everybody  knew  that  the  reason 
this  Bill  was  introduced  was  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  present  University  education 
provided.     VoTtYum^eM^V  7^^  ^?P  ^ 

N  2 


387 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


UniversUies  Bill. 


388 


meetiDg  of  the  Soman  Catholic  hierarchy 
in  Ireland  discussed  whether  it  was 
right  of  Roman  Catholic  parents  to  allow 
their  children  to  attend  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges. By  a  majority  of  one  it  was  decided 
it  was  not.  They  described  the  Queen's 
Colleges  as  gocUess  institutions,  and 
said  that  parents  allowing  their  children 
to  attend  incurred  grave  responsibility, 
and  the  effect  was  that  these  institutions 
from  that  time  had  been  practically 
starved  out  of  existence.  In  like  manner 
ould  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy 
destroy  the  usefulness  of  the  Dublin 
University  now  proposed  to  be  set  up. 
The  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  claimed 
a'^solute  control  in  the  domain  of  educa- 
tion as  they  did  in  that  of  religion, 
and  if  that  was  the  case  it  was 
perfectly  plain  that  they  would  control 
these  new  institutions.  Whether  it  was 
a  question  of  primary,  secondary,  or  Uni- 
versity education,  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  would  be  the  final  judges. 
The  whole  question  of  affiliation  was 
bound  up  with  denominationalism. 
It  simply  meant  affiliation  of  May- 
nooth  and  possibly  of  Magee  College 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  import- 
ance of  this  question  would  be  realised 
by  the  House  when  he  reminded 
them  that  Maynooth  was  a  very  large 
institution,  and  that  the  number  of 
students  who  would  take  advantage  of 
the  right  of  affiliation  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  institution  would  probably 
out-number  students  in  any  one,  and 
possibly  in  any  two,  of  the  con- 
stituent colleges  in  the  University. 
To  give  those  students  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  parent  Univer- 
sity was  a  very  important  proposal, 
when  they  remembered  that  the  institu- 
tion existed  entirely  for  the  education  of 
persons  for  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood. When  they  remembered  further 
that  all  those  students  could  take  a 
degree  at  this  new  University  and  ipso 
facto  became  members  of  the  ultimate 
governing  body  of  the  University — [An 
Hon.  Member  :  They  only  get  votes  for 
Convocation.! — He  said  "ultimate  govern- 
ing body,"  because  Convocation  would 
appoint  the  actual  governing  body  of  the 
University,  and  it  did  not  take  much 
calculation  to  realise  that  in  a  very  short 
time  the  Convocation  in  Dublin  would  be 
composed  very  largely — he  did  not  say 
they  would  be  the  majority — of  priests 
Mr.  Charles  Craig, 


of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  [An 
Hon.  Mebcbbr  :  Why  not  1J  Those  who 
were  in  favour  of  the  Bill  said — "  Why 
should  that  not  be  so  T'  But  they  who 
opposed  it  said  the  reason  it  should 
not  be  so  was  because  they  wanted 
to  see  education  in  Ireland  developed 
on  undenominational  lines.  He  submitted 
that  it  was  absolutely  futile  to  contend 
any  longer  that  the  proposals  of  this  Bill 
were  unsectarian  and  undenominational. 
They  were  nothing  of  the  sort;  and  if 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  once  and  for 
all  give  up  that  line  of  argument,  and 
frankly  admit  what  practically  everybody 
knew,  that  this  was  a  denominational 
proposal,  he  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
they  would  vote  for  the  Bills,  but  he 
could  assure  the  right  hon.  Member  that 
a  great  many  of  the  arguments  which 
would  be  used  in  reference  to  the  various 
proposals  would  be  omitted.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  once  for  all  admitted 
that  this  was  a  denominational  Bill  he 
would  be  simply  telling  them  that  which 
everybody  in  his  heart  of  hearts  knew 
perfectly  well  to  be  the  fact.  Those  who 
shared  his  viewe  were  absolutely  opposed 
to  these  proposals,  believing  that  they 
would  work  a  good  deal  of  birm  and 
that,  far  from  bringing  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants  together,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  devoutly  hoped 
they  would,  they  would  have  the  opposite 
eti'ect.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
hold  them  that  ne  was  animated  by  the 
hope  that  even  in  his  lifetime  he  would 
see  that  the  effect  of  these  Universities 
would  be  to  bring  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants  together.  That,  to  his  mind, 
was  the  vainest  and  most  ridiculous  hope 
that  could  possibly  be  entertained  by  any 
man  in  that  House.  The  effect  of  the 
Bill  was  bound  to  be  the  very  reverse. 
It  had  been  the  reverse  in  the 
case  of  elementary  education,  and  how 
could  they  possibly  expect  that  it 
would  be  different  in  the  case  of  University 
education?  It  seemed  to  him  to  be 
against  all  logic  and  common  sense  to  say 
that  they  were  going  to  bring  two  great 
religious  denominations  together  by 
providing  every  facility  for  their  keeping 
apart.  Surely,  if  they  wanted  to  bring  the 
denominations  together  they  should  do  it 
at  the  stage  of  elementary  education,  and 
keep  them  together  from  that  time 
onward,  till  their  education  was 
completed.      0^.g<{ou||e(J^e^(j^gnised 
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it  was  impossible  no«r  to  have  any 
hope  of  making  primary  education  un- 
denominational in  Ireland;  that  hope 
had  long  past;  but  the  people 
of  the  North  of  Ireland  had  ho^ 
that  at  any  rate  University  education 
would  be  saved  from  this  denomina- 
tionalising  process  which  he  was  sorry  to 
say  mi^ht,  he  would  not  say  ruin,  but 
seriously  disfigure  education  in  Ireland. 
He  protested  against  the  statement  so 
often  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  the  Bill  was  undenominational, 
and  he    protested    against    hon.    Mem- 


bers opposite — when  it  was  remembered 
how  they  had  acted  for  the  last  four  or 
five  years  on  the  educational  question  in 
England — offering  to  them  in  Ireland  a 
new  system  of  University  education  based 
on  the  very  foundation  which  they  them- 
selves for  years  past  had  been  decrying 
and  endeavouring  to  root  up  in  this 
country. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided  : — Ayes,    231 ; 
Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  213.) 


Ahraliam,William(Cork,  N.E.) 

Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.C.R. 

Allen,  A.Aoland(C9iri8tchurGh) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

ABhloy,  W.  W. 

Baker,  Joseph  A(Finsbury,E.) 

Balfour.RtHn.A.  J.(City  Lond.) 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beauohamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Belloo,Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Boland,  John 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Bumes,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bart,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Ohanning,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Compton-Rickett,  SUr  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett,C^(Sussex,E.Grin8tM 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (l^emouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

CuUinan,  J. 

Cnrran,  Peter  Francis 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Dayie8,I>ayid(Montgomery  Co. 

Bavies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Bavies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Belany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Billon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A  i 


AYES. 

Doughty,  Sir  George 
Buflfy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everetty  R.  Lacey 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munrc 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gibb,  James. (Harrow) 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Jn. 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.  (Rossendale 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E(Derby8hire,N.E. 
Haworth,  Arthur  A.  • 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hills  J.  W. 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  (Jeoffrey 
Hudson,  Water  » 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M.       j^f     , 


Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lament,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe] 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lever,  A  Levy(Essex,Harwich 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lundon,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

MacNeill,  John  GJordon  Swift 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 

MacVeigh,  Charles(Donegal,£.) 

M*Kean,  John 

M*Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M*Killop,  W. 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,FranciB  E.(Leitrin^,N.) 

Meehan,Patriok  A(Queen*s  Co. 

Mildmav,  Francis  Bingham 

Mond,  A. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  ((yomwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid! 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  William  Cork) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.)   . 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
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O'Donnell,  Sckm  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

0*KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

0'Kelly,Jame8(Roaoommoa»N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shanghnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker jSir  Gilbert  (Graveiend, 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Percy,  Earl 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pickers^ll,  Edward  Hare 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  K  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Bea,  RusseU  (Glonoeslter) 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Richards,  Thomas(W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.F.(WolveA*mpt'n 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,Sir  JohnH.(£)enbigh8.) 

Robert8on,SirG.Scott(Bradfrd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
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Bobson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roche,  John  (Ctalway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Russell,  T*  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(Cleveland) 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,Sir  C.  E.  (Manchester) 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seddon,  J. 

Shaw,  Bt  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyiilph(Che8h.) 

Steadman.  W.  C. 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Thome,  G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
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Tillett,  Louis  John 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orkney) 

Waterlow,'D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters ' 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.Pancra8,  S.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Young,  Samuel 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  foe  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Acland-Hood,RtHon.SirA!ex.F. 
Banbuiv,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry ,N.) 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Cave,  George 
Clark,  George  Smith 
Craig,Charles  Curtis  ( Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,E.) 
Diae,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 


NOES. 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harris,  Fredeiick  Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Haiel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter(Dublin,S. ) 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
MacCaw,  William  J.MacGeagh 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(  Carmarthen) 
Oddy,  tfohn  James 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens  T 
Sloan,  ThomasHenryw 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry(StaflE'sli. 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-(Lanark 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Llewelyn(Carm*rth'n 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilheim 

Tellebs  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Lonsdale  and  Mr.  Moore. 


*Mr,  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  (Newington, 
Walworth)  moved  an  Amendment  to 
Clause  1,  which  would  have  had  the  effect 
of  authorising  the  foundation  of  only  one 
new  University,  with  its  seat  in  Dublin. 
He  said  that  he  addressed  himself  to 
the  Bill  because  he  was  the  only  graduate 
of  the  Koyal  University  on  that  side  of 
the  House  and  the  Royal  University  was 
being  destroyed  by  this  Bill.  The  re- 
markable point  about  the  Bill  was  that  it 
created  two  Universities.  The  demand 
from  Ireland  had  never  been  for  two  but 
for  one  extra  University,  a  Catholic  Uni- 
versity in  Dublin,  and  the  point  of  his 
Amendment  was  that  if  it  was  necessary 
to  create  a  Catholic  University,  and  the 
demand  had  been  made  by  numbers  of 
venerable  and  educated  men,  men  whose 
opinion  ought  to  be  listened  to,  surely 
the  demand  might  be  granted  without 
destroying  the  University  which  already 
existed.  The  whole  basis  of  the  Bill  was 
the  inaccurate  assertion  that  the  Koyal 


University  had  been  a  failure.  The 
Queen's  University  last  year  ha<l  more  than 
4,000  students  on  its  list,  a  larger  number 
than  any  other  University  in  the  three 
Kingdoms  except  London.  It  would  strike 
one  as  the  natural  course  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  under  the  circumstances  was 
to  deal  with  the  particular  demand  and 
to  create  a  Catholic  University,  because 
Gentlemen  opposite,  who  represented 
extreme  Protestant  opinion,  had  said 
they  would  consider  favourably  the 
creation  of  a  Catholic  University,  and 
he  held  that  it  was  the  feeling  of  a  very 
large  number  of  Protestants  in  Ireland. 
But  it  did  not  at  all  necessitate  the 
destruction  of  the  existing  University, 
It  was  alleged  that  the  Royal  University 
bad  been  a  failure  because  Catholics 
were  prevented  from  going  to  it  by 
their  clerical  superiors,  out  it  had  not 
only  been  attended  by  this  l^rge  body 
of  students  but  had  also  been  remark- 
ably successful,  ^.^^rof^^or^ija^mbers  of 
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*the  Bar,  and  crowds  of  medical  men  had 
gone  through  the  Arts  course  and  he 
believed  there  were  four  distinguished 
Judges  who  were  graduates  of  the 
Royal  University.  Two  members  of  it 
had  reached  the  House  of  Lords.  He 
could  not^  therefore,  understand  what 
the  position  taken  by  the  (Jovemment 
in  this  matter  was.  It  was  an  entirely 
illiberal  proposal  to  destroy  a  successful 
unsectanan  University.  It  was  very 
good  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
aecept  the  measure,  but  he  was  afraid 
they  did  not  remember  that  while 
conciliating  one  part  of  Ireland  they 
were  doing  a  verv  appreciable  wrong 
to  another  part.  The  province  of  Ulster 
ought  to  be  considered.  They  had  no 
right  to  force  on  the  North  of  Ireland 
a  system  which  they  would  not  have 
in  the  South  of  Ireland.  He  proposed 
his  Amendment  as  a  protest  on  behalf 
of  the  Eoyal  University  which  he 
thought  was  being  extremely  badly 
used.  Its  Convocation  had  passed 
resolutions  hostile  to  the  measure  and 
they  had  been  treated  with  absolute 
disregard.  .  He  did  not  know  that 
Convocation  was  even  consulted  by  the 
Chief  Secretary.  That  was  not  the 
way  to  go  to  work.  It  was  entitled 
to  be  treated  with  some  degree  of 
respect,  but  it  had  been  thrown  aside 
— for  what  motive  he  would  not  say. 
If  they  already  had  an  undenominational 
University  why  should  they  have  a 
second  when  nobody  had  asked  for  it  ? 
The  only  plan  was  to  create  a  denomina- 
tional University  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  MOGEE  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
'  found '  to  end  of  the  subsection,  and  to  insert 
the  words  '  one  new  University  in  Ireland, 
having  its  seat  at  Dublin.*  "— (Jfr.  C.  J, 
O'DonndL) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  two  *  stand  part" 

Mb.  BIBRELL  said  the  hon.  Member 
would  realise  that  it  was  undesirable  for 
him  to  argue  the  whole  question  over 
again,  add  to  state  why  they  had  found 
it  necessary  to  substitute  for  the  Royal 
University  a  University  of  another 
character.  The  hon.  Member  naturally 
attached  importance  to  the  old  Royal 


University,  and  he  had  never  denied  that 
as  an  examining  body,  and  as  far  as  an 
examining  body  could  be  a  University  at 
all,  it  fulfilled  its  duty  well  The  4,000 
students  who  the  hon.  Member  said 
attended  it  had  only  attended  the  ex- 
amination halL  Ireland  was  discontented 
at  being  confined  to  the  existing  colleges. 
He  did  not  think  he  could  usefully  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  further. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  CRAIG]  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  clause  providing  that  the 
names  of  the  two  Universities  shouldbethe 
Royal  University,  Dublin,  and  the  Queen's 
University,  Belfast.  He  said  it  was  de- 
sired that  the  new  Universities  should  be 
called  by  names  which  would  assure 
that  as  far  as  Dublin  was  concerned 
the  new  University  there  should  not 
clash  with  Trinity.  Some  of  them 
were  convinced  that  they  could  not 
possibly  have  a  better  name  for  the 
Belfast  University  than  the  Queen's.  It 
was  well  known,  for  he  could  not  tell  how 
many  years,  as  the  Queen's  College,Belfast, 
and  Queen's  University  before  it,  and  the 
name  had  carried  weight  throughout  the 
world.  In  regard  to  Dublin  they  thought 
it  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  every- 
one in  Ireland  that  it  should  be  called 
the  Royal  University.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  up  all  hope  of 
being  able  to  find  a  name  himself  and 
intended  to  shelve  it  on  to  other 
shoulders,  they  had  taken  the  bold  step  of 
perpetuating  the  name  which  at  present 
existed,  though  he  feared  the  new  college 
would  compare  very  unfavourably  with 
the  old. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

•*  In  page  J,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  corporate,*  to  the  word  *and,'  in  line  13, 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  named  the  Royal 
University,'  Dublin,  and  the  '  Qneen's  Univer- 
sity,* Belfost,  respectively."— (C7apto»ii  Oraig,) 

proposed,  "That  the  words 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Question 
proposed  to 
BUI." 


Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  was  rather* 
surprised  that  the  hon.  Gentlemen  should 
be  so  anxious  to  be  godfathers  to  these 
two  colleges.  The  responsibility  was  too 
great  to  be  thrown  upon  him  to  deter- 
mine  by  what  naajejhej^8^^^|^led. 
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The  question  was  under  careful  considera- 
tion, and  so  far  as  Belfast  was  concerned, 
the  general  feeling  was  in  favour  of  its 
being  called  Queen's  University.  But 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  assert  that 
that  would  be  the  title,  because  it  was  an 
important  subject  on  which  a  great 
number  of  people  would  like  to  be  con- 
sulted^ and  it  was  a  matter  of  the  Royal 
prerogative.  He  thought  Queen's  Univer- 
sity, Belfast^  would  at  tJl  events  receive  the 
support  of  a  very  large  number  of  persons 
who  were  likely  to  be  connected  with  it. 
In  regard  to  the  University  in  Dublin, 
that  was  a  matter  in  which  the  Senate 
and  also  the  general  opinion  amon^t 
those  who  were  Likely  to  frequent  the  Uni- 
versity and  who  were  interested  in  its  suc- 
cess were  entitled  to  be  consulted,  and  he 
was  certainly  not  in  a  position  now  to  de- 
clare what  the  name  of  the  University  was 
to  be.  He  could  only  repeat  what  he  had 
said  over  and  over  again,  that  His  Majesty 
would  certainly  not  consent  to  any  name 
which  would  in  any  way  be  liable  to  be 
confused  with  the  University  of  Dublin 
and  Trinity  College.  At  present  he  was 
not  in  a  position  to  go  further. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  assurance  might 
be  accepted  as  satisfactory.  He  was, 
however,  rather  surprised,  having  regard 
to  the  great  questions  which  he  had  been 
able  to  solve  without  much  regard  to  the 
feeling  of  many  people  in  Ireland,  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  solve  the  minor 
question  of  the  name  of  the  Universities. 
He  might  very  well  have  taken  the 
decision  of  the  question  into  his  own 
hands.  However,  they  were  entirely  in 
his  hand»,  and  he  thought  they  might 
rest  satisfied. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment  after  the  assurances 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  an  Amendment 
designed  to  secure  that  there  should  be  a 

Krmanent  lay  majority  on  the  governing 
dy.  The  Chief  Secretary  had  told  them 
that  this  was  to  be  an  absolutely  free  and 
unfettered  governing  body,  in  no  way 
subject  to  clerical  control.  To  enable  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  carry  out  that  inten- 
tion it  was  very  desirable  that  the  statute 
Mr,  BirreU, 


should  contain  what  was  a  very  reason* 
able  provision  to  secure  that  when  this 
new  University  was  set  up  there  should 
at  least  be  a  lay  majority  on  the 
governing  body.  He  could  not  see  what 
objection  the  Chief  Secretary  could  have 
to  his  proposal.  A  very  customary  argu- 
ment against  this  Amendment  in  Com- 
mittee was  that  it  was  an  insult  to  limit 
the  clergy  to  a  possible  one  fourth  of  the 
governing  body.  He  moved  this  Amend- 
ment for  the  real  benefit  of  University 
education,  and  at  the  risk  of  bein^ 
described  as  "insulting"  he  would 
persist  in  it  He  had  no  wish  to  say  any- 
thing insolent  in  regard  to  the  ministers 
connected  with  any  church;  he  con- 
sidered his  action  in  this  matter  and  the 
action  of  those  who  supported  him  in 
limiting  the  number  of  clergy  would  not 
by  any  means  be  so  insultine  as  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford  which  disqualified  clergy- 
men under  the  Local  Government  Act. 
He  wished  to  disclaim  any  such  sinister 
or  malignant  intention,  but  he  desired  the 
House  to  see  that  a  rational  and  reason- 
able safeguard  was  put  into  the  Bill, 
because  charters  might  be  altered  or 
modified.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
see  that  the  governing  bodies  of  these 
institutions  which  would  have  the  control 
of  State  funds  were  free  from  clerical 
control  and  that  would  be  secured  by  the 
adoption  of  this  Amendment* 

Mr.  B  ARRIE,  in  seconding,  said  he  had 
been  reading  the  statute  of  the  great  Uni- 
versity at  Sydney  where  the  clergy  were 
not  allowed  to  form  more  than  one-third 
of  the  Senate.  He  thought  that  amply 
justified  this  Amendment,  which,  upon 
other  grounds  as  well,  they  were  anxious 
to  have  inserted.  He  would  have  the 
same  objection  to  Presbyterian  clercymeii 
on  the  governing  body  of  the  Belfast 
University,  because  he  thought  the 
clerical  element  should  be  kept  in  a 
minority.  He  begged  leave  to  second 
the  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

In  pafce  1,  line  18,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
'  ovided  that  any  governing  body 


words, 


ipWB 


under  this  Act  shall  be  composed  as  to  three- 
foarths  thereof  of  laymen.* '  — (jifr.  Moore.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  word» 
be  there  inserted." 
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Mb.  BISBELL  said  he  could  not  be  a 
party  to  placing  a  permanent  disqualifi- 
cation «pon  an  educational  matter  upon 
persons  who  were  trained  divines  eitner 
of  one  Church  or  another.  Personally, 
he  would  much  sooner  deal  with  a  cleric 
than  with  a  derically-minded  layman. 
If  they  were  going  to  exclude  the  cler^ 
on  educational  grounds  they  were  practic- 
ally declaring  that  the  electorate  were 
incapable  of  choosing  their  own  govern- 
ing Dody.  He  thought  that  would  be 
inflicting  upon  the  electorate  something 
approaching  an  insult,  because  they  would 
practically  be  saying  that  they  were  not 
fit  to  elect  the  persons  to  represent  them 
on  the  governing  body,  and  they  would 
only  be  allowing  them  to  elect  their 
representatives  subject  to  the  condition 
that  they  should  not  have  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  governing  body  clerg3anen. 
On  this  matter  they  must  stand  for 
freedom,  and  it  must  be  left  to  the  people 
to  select  the  persons  who  were  best 
qualified.  To  his  astonishment  —  he 
would  not  say  admiration  —  the  hon. 
Members  representing  the  North  of 
Ireland  were  advocating  undenomina- 
tionalism.  The  Amendment,  however, 
imposed  upon  the  electorate  of  the 
University  a  condition  which  declared 
their  incapacity  to  elect  persons  they 
might  think  best  fitted.  He  thought 
the  proposal  was  unreasonable.  If  they 
wanted  a  University  at  all  they  must 
place  some  measure  of  confidence  in  the 
graduates  and  the  professors  to  chose 
their  own  governing  body. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the 
views  expressed  in  the  Amendment  at 
one  time  found  general  acceptance 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
but  now  Liberal  Members  heard,  in 
what  they  had  proudly  proclaimed  to 
be  the  greatest  Nonconformist  Parliament 
ever  elected,  a  member  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  express  his  astonishment  at  an 
Amendment  which  he  had  entirely  mis- 
described  but  which  simply  asked  Parlia- 
ment to  lay  down  the  governing  principle 
of  these  institutions  instead  of  leaving  it 
to  the  bodies  themselves.  The  Chief 
Secretary  toid  it  was  a  monstrous  thing 
to  impose  these  disabilities  upon  the 
elergy.  The  right  hon.  Oentleman  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  authorities 
on  history,  and  surely  he  could  not  believe 
that  this  Amendment  was  imposing  the 
'disability  upon  the  clergy  for  the  first 
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time.  What  about  elections  to  the  House 
of  Commons  t  Was  it  an  insult  to  say  that 
there  should  be  a  majority  of  laymen  on 
these  governing  bodies  when  it  was  a  fact 
that  a  clergyman  could  not  be  elected  a 
Member  of  that  House  whilst  he  was  in 
Holy  Orders  ?  The  Amendment  simply 
meant  that  in  the  government  of  these 
great  educational  institutions,  the  control 
should  rest  in  the  hands  of  the  laity,  and 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy  in  any 
Church.  Many  of  them  disbelieved  in 
Universities  being  governed  by  the 
clergy,  whether  Protestant  or  Catholic, 
and  he  would  vote  as  consistenly 
and  with  as  much  confidence  against 
a  proposal  to  vest  powers  of  this  kmd  in 
the  clergy  of  his  own  Church  as  he  would 
in  regara  to  any  other  Church,  not  because 
he  was  wanting  in  respect  to  the  clergy 
or  did  not  believe  in  their  capacity  or 
fairness,  but  because  he  believed  that  the 
clergy  of  any  Church  were  governed  by 
rules  and  conditions — and  their  vision  was 
frequently  narrowed — which  made  it  un- 
desirable that  they  should  exercise  the 
far-reaching  duties  attaching  to  members 
of  governing  bodies.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  said  that  the  Amendment  imposed  a 
disability  upon  the  electorate  of  the 
Universities;  but  it  did  nothing  of  the 
kind;  all  it  did  was  to  lay  down  that 
Parliament  should  decide  the  principle. 
The  question  was  frequently  argued  as  if 
it  arose  out  of  the  bigoted  views  of  his 
hon.  friends  towards  the  Catholic  Church, 
but  it  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  was 
now  proposed  to  ereate  a  University 
which  it  was  believed  would  be  largely 
dominated  by  Catholic  influences  in 
the  South  of  Ireland,  but  by  other 
influences  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
The  Amendment  simply  meant  that 
Parliament  should  decide  that  there  should 
be  a  majority  of  laymen  on  the  governing 
body.    They  were  voting  a  large  sum  of 

fublic  money  for  the  endowment  of  these 
Fniversities.  He  was  a  believer  in 
toleration  in  regard  to  all  religion,  and  he 
hoped  that  this  was  only  the  beginning 
of  a  general  settlement,  although  he  had 
his  doubts.  But  when  they  were  voting 
large  sums  of  money  and  taking  it  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
surely  Parliament  was  not  only  entitled 
to  lay  down  what  should  be  the  govern- 
ing principle,  but  it  was  also  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  see  that  a 
start  was  made  in  the  right  direction. 
The  Amendment  was  a  peilpctWia^|^d 
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|u8t  ,on$^  atid  four  or.  fiv^  years  ago  it 
ji^ould.  have  found  almost  universal 
acceptance  from  the  supporters  of  the 
Government.  Whatever  might  have  made 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  change  their 
views,  he  aud  Jbds  friends  had  not  changed 
theirs.  They  adhered  still  to  the  policy 
which  they  <  consistently  advocated,  and 
they  would  certainly  vote  for  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  the  House 
might  assume  that  the  governing  bodies 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  proposed  to 
set  up  to  watch  over  and  direct  the 
destinies  of  these  Universities  during  the 
first  five  years  were,  more  or  less^  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion  ideal 
bodies.  The  first  senate  of  the  University 
of  Dublin  was  to  be  composed  of  thirty- 
nine  persons,  of  whom  about  one-sixth 
were  clergymen.  In  the  case  of  Belfast 
University  the  first  senate  was  to  consist 
of  thirty-three  or  thirty-four  persons,  of 
whom  two  were  clergymen.  That  being 
80,  he  did  not  think  anybody  could  say 


that  the  proposal  of  hie  hdn.  frimid  to 
limit  at.  ail  times  the  number  of  clergy- 
men on  the  Senates  <^  those  Universities 
to  one-fourth  was  nnreasonabla  He  did 
not  think  the  right  h6n.  Gentlonan 
would .  be  able  to  contend  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  get  three-fourths  of  the 
members  without  going  to  the  churohos 
for  them.  Both  in  Dublin'  zxA  Belfast  it 
would  be  perfectly  easy  to  get  the  whole 
number  without  going  to  the  churches. 
There  was,  he  believ^  a  feeling  in  all 
parts  of  the  House  that  the  control  of 
these  new  Universities  should  be,  as  far 
as  possible,  in  the  hands  of  the  laity, 
and  that  safeguards  should  be  intro- 
duced to  prevent  the  control  from  being 
gradually,  or  possibly  suddenly,  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  laity  and  handed 
over  to  the  clergymen.  The  Amendment 
proposed  by  his  hon.  friend  might  be 
safely  and  advantageously  adopted. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :   Ayes,  71  ;  Noes, 
219.     (Division  List  No.  214.) 


AclaiMi-Hood,Rt.HiLSirAlex.F. 
Ark^right,  John  Stanhope 
Armitage»  B. 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gerrase 
Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Cave,  George 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  G^rge  Smith 
Clough,  William 
Coates,Ma}or£.F.  (Lewisham) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C  H  (Su88ex,E.Grin8t*d 
Craig,  Charles  Curtis  (Antrim, S. 
Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Craig,CaptainJame8(Down,  E.) 
Davies,  David  (MontgomeryCo. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Du  CroB,  Arthur  Philip 
Fell,  Arthur 
Goddard,  Sir^Daniel  Ford 


AYES. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Keny,  Earl  of 

Lam bton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Browniee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Bt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nield,  Herbert 
Oddy,  John  James 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 


Robert6,S.(Sheffield,  Scclesall) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Sears,  J.  E. 

Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Stafl'sh,) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halloy  (Greenock) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  £.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth)  J 
Thomson,  W.  Mitohell-(Lanark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
Williains,Llewelyn  (Carmarth'n 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 

TXLLBBS  FOB  THX  AtSS — ^Mr. 

Moore  and  Mr.  Hugh  Banie. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C..R. 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 
Ambrosje,  Robert 
Baker ,^JoBeph;A.(Finsbury,  E. 
Balcarres,  Loni 
3alfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


NOES. 

Baring,  Ck)dfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barnard,  E.  B.  ^^ 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beale,  W.P.  ' 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,;r.^  D. 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine  , 

Boland,  John 


Bowerman,''C.  W.  \  J 

Braoe,^William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Brigg,  Jofa^ 
Burke,  E.  Haviland* 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Digitized  by 


401 


Irish 


Cherry,  Bt.  Hon.  B,  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

CleUnd,  J.  W. 

Clynes,  J.  B. 

Qoam8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Paiiora8,W 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  XhomasJoaeph 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Groan,  Ihigenaj 

CoUinan,  J. 

Cnrran,  Peter  Franoiff 

Davies,  EUiB  William  (Eifion) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dickinaon,W.H;.(St.Panora8,N. 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doughty,  Sir  George 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Baixow-in-Famess 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Inwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Ersldne,  David  C. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Eerens,  T.  R. 

Forguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro 

Ffrenoh,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

GladBtone9Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 

Goooh,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Halpin,  J. 

Haroocfft^t^iuL.  (Rossendale 

Haroourt,  Robert  V.(Montrose 

Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Hayden,  John  Pfttriok 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,CoLSir  Ivor  (Hon.,  S.)j 

Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H» 

Hogan,  Michael 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead)] 
JoneSySir  D.Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Gliomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Laidlaw,  Robert 


{23  JtLY   1908} 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrlge  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (£8sex,Harwich 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

XJoyd-Qeorge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lundon,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H*  B. 

MacdonakL,  J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

MaoNeilly  John  Gordon  Swift 

Mao Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MaoVeigh,  Charles  (Donegal,  E. 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Kean,  John 

M*KiUop,  W. 

M*Laren,  H.  D.  (Stofford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Mallet,  Charles  £. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln 

Massie,  J. 

Meagher,  Michae) 

Meehan,  Francis  £.  (Leitrim,N 

Meehan,PatrickA.(Queen's  Co. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Afyer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nichol6on,Charle8  N.  (Doncast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  CecU  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Bichard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttail,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

0*Brie  .,  WiUiam  (Cork) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

CDowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

CKeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

0'Kelly,James(Bo8common,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

CShaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Bobert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.,(Waterford) 
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Redmond,  WilliaQi(Cllkre) 
Richards,  Thomas  (W.Monm'ih 
Richards,T.F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n^ 
Boberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich)  ^ 
Boberts^ir  JolmH.  (Denbigfas. 
Bobertson,SirG.Scott(Bradfid 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Bobihson,  S. 

Bobson,Sir  William  Snowdon 
Bbch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke)j 
Bocho,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Boche,  Jolm  (Gcdway,  East), 
Bogers,  F.  B.  Newman 
Bowlands,  J. 
Bussell,T.W. 

Butherf ord,  V.  H:  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Schwann,Sir  C.E.  (Manchester), 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Danie 
,  Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Snowden,  P. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert  '  -. 

Strachey,  Sir  EdwaiB 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End}] 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thomas,Sir  A.(Glamorgan,  E.)] 
Thome,  G.  B.  (Wolverhaihpton 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips] 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wa8on,Bt.Hn.  E.  (Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A.  j 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.B.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Bowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,Bt  Hn.SirThoma8P. 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcestersh.  N. 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S. 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TaLLBBS  FOB  TKS  NoBs— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


*Hb.  BARRIE  moved  an  Amend* 
ment  to  provide  that  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  should  not  be  dissolved. 
Ue    exjjained    that    this    Amendment 


should  be  read  in  conjunction  with 
an  Amendment  on  Clause  2  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  with  the  object  of 
making  Queen's    CgUj^g^e^j^  Belfast,    an4 
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Magee  College,  Londonderry,  ^'constituent 
colleges  of  the  new  University  having 
its  seat  at  Belfast."  He  found  it  neces- 
sary to  move  the  Amendment  in  order  to 
bring  before  the  House  the  case  of  Magee 
College,  Londonderry,  which  for  manv 
years  had  been  doing  excellent  work 
for  higher  education  in  Ireland.  It 
was  the  only  educational  institu- 
tion in  Ireland  which,  as  he  hoped 
to  show,  would  suffer  seriously  under 
the  Bill  as  now  before  the  House. 
He  thought  it  necessary,  the  matter 
being  of  the  greatest  and  most  urgent 
importance  to  this  institution  to  go 
into  considerable  details.  The  matter 
had  only  come  before  him  in  a 
complete  shape  this  week,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  President  of 
Magee  College  asking  him  to  place  the 
facts  before  the  House  on  the  Report 
stage  of  the  Bill  He  proposed  to  read  a 
few  extracts  from  the  correspondence, 
premising  his  remarks  by  saving  that  an 
important  deputation  waited  on  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  December  last  year  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  the  state- 
ment referred  to : — 

"  He  would  not  allow  Macee  College  to  be 
placed  in  a  worse  position  than  it  was  in  at 
present  under  the  Koyal  University." 

It  was  fullv  expected  when  the  Bill 
was  introduced  that  that  promise  would 
be  fulfilled;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  it  was  not.  Immediately  after 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  Dr.  Leebody 
wrote  to  the  Chief  Secretary  as 
follows : — 

"Dear  Sir, 

Will  you  pardon  me  if  I  express  to 
yon  my  keen  disappointment  (which  is  I  believe 
shared  by  all  my  oolieaffaes)  on  learning  that 
Magee  College  is  not  formally  recognlBed  in 
your  University  BilL  I  can  understand  the 
difficulty  of  giving  formal  reception  to  May- 
nooth,  which  is  a  purely  ecclesiastical  college, 
bub  since  the  founding  of  the  Roval  University 
the  essential  difference  between  Magee  College 
and  Maynooth  has  been  admitted,  and  we  have 
enjoved  the  same  status  in  the  UniTersity  as 
the  Queen's  Colleges," 

and  he  went  on  to  repeat  the  case  for 
Magee  College,  which  was  pretty  well 
covered  in  his  letter.  The  next  letter  in 
the  correspondence  was  from  the  Chief 
Secretary,  or  rather  from  the  private  secre- 
tary of  the  Chief  Secretary  and  was  as 
follows — 

**  Mr.  Birrell  asks  me  io  say  that  he  should 
have  acknowledged  your  recent  letter  to  him 
about  the  position  of  Ma^ee  College.  He 
4e8lre8^me  now  to  say  that  ne  hopes  that  by 

Mr.  Barrie. 


a  discussion  of  the  question  the  matters  afe 
issue  could  be  fairly  adjusted,  and  with  that 
object  he  would  he  glad  to  have  a  Coaference 
in  Dublin  with  yourself  and  Mr.  Cooke  and  the 
President  of  Queen's  College,  and  Sir  James 
Dougherty  would  be  available  for  giving  the 
help  m  the  matter  that  his  special  knowledge 
of  the  ftituation  enables  him  to  render.  Mr, 
Birrell  has  to  leave  Dublin  for  Easter,  but  will 
be  back  on  Tuesday,  and  will  be  able  to  meet 
you  on  Wednesday,  Thursday  or  Friday.  Sir 
James  Dougherty  is  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Cooke  and  Dr.  Hamilton  and  will  write 
to  you  when  he  is  in  a  position  to  make  a 
definite  engagement.  If  you  have  anything  to 
suggest  as  to  the  day  Mr.  Birrell  will  be  glad 
if  you  will  write  to  Sir  James  direct." 

The  correspondence  showed  that  the 
Conference  took  place  in  the  Castle,  on 
Thursday,  23rd  April  There  were 
present  Mr.  Birrell,  Sir  James  Dougherty, 
Dr.  Hamilton,  Professer  Dill,  Mr.  Cooke, 
and  Dr.  Leebody.  Mr.  Birrell  submitted 
a  new  clause  which  he  proposed  to  intro- 
duce into  the  Charter  of  the  Belfast  Uni- 
versity a^d  this  clause  was  accepted  by 
the  representatives  of  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  and  Magee  College.  The  clause 
was  as  follows — 

<<  The  Literarv  and  Scientific  Denartmeot  of 
Magee  College,  Londonderry,should  be  entitled 
to  he  affiliated  to  the  University,  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  this  our  Charter,  and  to  the 
Statutes  and  Regulations  of  the  Universitv ; 
and  the  Professors  therein  who  should  he 
engaged  in  teaching  Matriculated  Students  of 
the  University,  in  uie  approved  courses  of  the 
University  shall  be  members  of  the  several 
faculties  concerned  with  the  subjects  which 
they  teach  of  the  Ceneral  Board  of  Studies  and 
school,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  our 
Charter,  and  to  the  Statutes  and  Regulations 
of  the  University,  take  part  in  the  examina- 
tions held  by  the  University  ;  and  the  students 
of  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Department  of 
Magee  College,  when  matriculated  in  the 
University,  should  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of 
students  of  the  University. 

"Provided  always  that  the  Literary  and 
Scientific  Department  shall  be  entitled  to 
affiliate  so  long  only  as  it  is  open  to  student<« 
of  all  denominations,  without  distinction  of 
religious  belief.** 

On  27th  April,  Dr.  Leebody  received 
from  the  Chief  Secretary's  office  a  printed 
copy  of  the  Draft  Charter  of  the  pro- 
posed Belfast  University,  with  this  note 
appended  to  it — 

**  It  should  be  observed  that  this  Draft  will 
require  modification  as  a  result  of  the  arrange- 
ment come  to  at  the  meeting  at  the  Castle 
on  Thursday,  25th  April,  \90S. 

When  the  clause  of  the  BUI  relating  to 
the  affiliation  of  colleges  was  under 
discussion  in  Committee  objections  were 
made  to  the  provision  for  the  affiliation 
[of  Magee  Collie  l^i^^^  ia  the. 
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Belfast  Charter.  On  reading  the  report 
of  the  Committee  proceedings  in  the  Press, 
Dr.  Leebody  aadressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  Chief  Secretary — 

"  I  obBerve  that  a  strong  attempt  is  being 
made  to  indnce  yon  to  withdraw  your  promise 
to  provide  for  the  affiliation  of  Magee  Collie 
by  Charter.  It  is  not  difficult  to  guess  bv 
whom  this  movement  has  been  engineered!. 
Nothing  as  they  well  know  ctn  prevent  the 
affiliation  of  Mavnooth  exoept  a  direct  pro- 
hibition of  its  affiliation  by  Charter,  and  this 
woald  involve  the  unanimoos  hostility  of  the 
hierarchy.  Whether,  therefore,  the  affiliation 
of  Maynooth  be  provided  for  by  Chatter,  or 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  University,  makes 
no  difference  to  Maynooth.  Provision  for 
affiliation  by  Charter  is  the  onl^  hope  of 
justice  for  Magee.  I  trust  yon  will  pardon 
this  letter,  but  the  matter  is  one  of  vital 
imvK)rtance  to  our  college." 

No  acknowledgment  of  this  letter  was 
received. 

Mr.  JOEEN  REDMOND,  on  a  point 
of  order,  said  that  the  whole  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's    ar^ment  was    as  to    the 

Question  of  affiliation  of  colleges.  That 
id  not  arise  on  this  Amendment  which 
dealt  with  making  certain  colleges 
constituent  colleges. 

♦Mb.  speaker  :  I  am  afraid  I  do 
not  quite  appreciate  the  difference 
between  constituent  and  affiliated 
colleges  for  the  purpose  of  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  in 
the  one  case  the  University  was  to  consist 
of  constituent  colleges,  while  in  the  other 
the  University  was  to  have  the  power  of 
affiliating  other  colleges  on  conditions. 
The  argument  of  the  hon  Gentleman  was 
that  Magee  College  ought  to  be  one  of 
the  colleges  so  afuiated,  but  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  House  dealt  with  the 
question  that  it  should  be  a  constituent 
college. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  confine  himself  to  the  question  that 
Magee  (ToUege  should  be  one  of  the  con- 
stituent colleges. 

♦Ma.  BARRIE  said  he  desired  to  give 
his  reason  why  Ma^ee  should  be  a  con- 
stituent college  rather  than  an  affiliated 
college. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  the 
whole  question  of  affliation  would   be 


discussed  later  on  another  Amendment, 
and  there  was  no  use  discussing  it  now. 

♦Mb.  BARRIE  said  that  he  was  ahnost 
finished.  At  the  close  of  the  Committee 
meeting  on  June  1st,  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  reported  as  having  said : — "  If  Magee 
College  does  not  want  affiliation  the 
matter  is  closed  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.'' 
On  noticing  this  in  the  newspapers 
Dr.  Leebody  at  once  wired  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  he  was  under  an  entire 
misapprehension  as  to  the  attitude  of 
Magee  College,  and  addressed  to  him  the 
following  letter  on  June  2ud — 

"  I  was  greatly  concerned  to  see  from  the 
reports  of  yesterday's  Ck>mmittee  meeting 
that  you  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
authorities  of  Magee  College  did  not  wish  the 
Collei^e  to  be  affiliated  by  Chatter  to  the 
Belfast  Universitv.  Nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  truth.  Of  course  allits  friends  would 
prefer  that  it  should  be  made  a  constituent 
college,  but  many,  as  well  as  myself, 
see  the  very  serious  difficulties  in  the 
way.  All,  however,  recognise  the  vital 
importance  of  the  boon  you  promised 
to  Mr  Cooke  and  me  in  Dublin  being  granted. 
We  rely  on  your  not  withholdinjg  this.  It 
would  be  a  pity  that  a  measure  which  it  is  to 
be  hoped  will  be  a  mat  and  lasting  benefit  to 
Ireland  should  needlessly  involve  ttie  destruc- 
tion of  an  institution  which  ha?  been  built  up 
without  State  aid,  and  is  certain  to  do  good 
work  if  not  crushed  by  the  State.  Failure  to 
provide  for  our  affiliation  by  charter  will  inflict 
on  us  a  deadly  blow,  for  reasons  of  which  you 
are  aware.*' 

Neither  the  telegram  nor  the  letter  of 
2nd  June  had  been  acknowledged  by  the 
Chief  Secretary,  who  was  generally 
conspicuous  for  his  courtesy.  He  ex- 
pressed his  personal  regret  that  the  head 
of  M^ee  College  should  have  been  so 
treated.  He  was  there  as  representing  a 
constituency  immediately  adjoining  the 
site  of  the  college,  and,  seeing  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  shown  no  intention  or  desire 
to  fulfil  his  promise  from  which  he  had 
never  been  absolved,  to  plead  for  this 
college.    Entirely  out  of  private  resources 

frovided  by  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
'hurch,  this  college  had  done  for  forty 
years  something  for  higher  education  in  the 
JNorth-West  of  Ireland  in  a  manner  which 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself  had 
acknowledged  the  value  of.  Subject 
to  a  life  charge  a  very  substantial 
provision  would  accrue  to  the  college 
in  a  few  years,  and  the  general 
assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
were  anxious  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  promote  higher  education  in 
that    part    of    Ireland.      The    general 
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assembly  had  recentlv  offered  that  the 
teaching  of  theology  should  be 
removed  from  Magee  College  so  that 
no  restriction  should  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  acting  generously 
by  it.  He  held  that  the  case  for  making 
Magee  College  a  constituent  college 
was  incontestably  strong,  and  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  persisted  in  the  course 
he  apparently  desired  to  take,  he  would, 
in  the  name  of  benefiting  higher  educa- 
tion in  other  parts  of  Ireland  be  striking 
a  very  serious  blow  at  higher  6duca< 
tion  in  the  North-West  of  Ireland. 
They  must  not  forget  that  this  was  the 
only  institution  wiuiin  100  miles  of  Bel- 
fast and  160  miles  of  Dublin  which  was 
doing  anything  for  the  benefit  of  higher 
education  in  the  whole  of  the  North- 
West.  The  task  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  been  a  more  than 
usually  difficult  one.  They  knew  the 
influences  which  had  been  tying  his 
hands,  but  he  asked  him  now  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour  not  to  strike  this  unjust 
and  undeserved  blow  at  higher  education 
in  the  North-West  of  Ireland. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*andQueen's^  CoUege,  Belfast.'"— (-flfr.  Hugh 
Barrie.) 

,  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  BIBEELL  said  that  his 
conscience  was  clear  in  this  matter. 
During  the  prolonged  discussions  they 
had  had  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
see  to  it  that  ]Magee  College  was  in 
no  way  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  Royal  University.  He  had 
endeayoured  in  ©very  way  he  possibly 
CQuld  to  prevail  upon  Magee  College 
to  confine  its  claim  to  one  of  affiliation, 
and  he  was  prepared  to  do  all  he  could  to 
secure  that  it  got  that  affiliation.  For 
that  purpose  he  got  its  principals,  Dr. 
Hamilton  and  Dr.  Bell,  to  meet  him  at 
Dublin  Castle.  They  then  put  forward  a 
demand  that  Magee  College  should  be  a 
constituent  college.  He  said  that  could 
not  possibly  be.  ■  They  also  meAe  a  claim 
^r  further  endowment,  which  he  met 
with  a  forbidding  attitude.  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, to  his  surprise,  produced  from  his 
pocket  a  written  proposal  of  his  own,  sug- 

Mr.  Barrie, 


gesting  that  Magee  College  should  be 
affiliated  by  Charter — that  was  to  say, 
that  the  discretion  should  no  longer  be 
vested  in  the  Senate  of  the  Belfast  Uni- 
versity, but  that  its  affiliation  should  be 
put  in  the  charter,  and  various  other 
arrangements  with  regard  to  securing 
them  the  advantages  of  an  examiner. 
Those  gentlemen  went  away  with  that 
document  and  from  that  moment  he  had 
never  received  any  assurance  from  them  or 
from  any  person  connected  with  the 
governing  body  of  the  Magee  College 
that  they  stood  by  that — that  they  gave 
up  their  claim — a  claim  which  he  could 
not  possibly  accept — ^that  they  should  be 
a  constituent  college,  and  they  should  be 
affiliated  by  charter,  which  he  was  pr^ 
pared  if  he  could  do  it  to  secure.  From 
the  very  first  they  had  assumed  a  hostile 
attitude  towards  the  Bill.  In  the  Com- 
mittee a  proposal  was  moved  that 
they  should  be  a  constituent  college, 
and  the  hon.  Member  himself  said 
that  they  would  never  by  any  pos- 
sibility agree  to  forego  the  claim  of 
that  college  to  be  a  constituent  college. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to 
adhere  to  the  bargain  because  the  bargain 
was  never  struck.  The  offer  was  made 
to  them,  but  they  never  accepted  it.  All 
through  the  attitude  of  Magee  College 
put  aside  altogether  the  way  out  of  tne 
difficulty  which  Dr.  Hamilton  suggested 
at  Dublin  Castle,  and  they  fought  the 
Bill  at  every  step,  mostly  on  the  right 
that  Magee  College  should  be  a  con- 
stituent college.  Accordingly  it  became 
quite  impossible  for  him,  after  they  had 
been  beaten  on  the  point  of  becoming  a 
constituent  college,  to  fall  back  upon  the 
arrangement  which  they  had  never  agreed 
to  that  they  should  be  affiliated  by 
charter.  This  was  a  matter  in  which 
discretion  should  be  given  to  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  University.  He,  there- 
fore, considered  himself  relieved  not  from 
the  bargain,  because  there  never  was 
a  bargain,  but  from  the  proposals  made  by 
Dr.  Hamilton.  If  the  principal  of  Magee 
College  had  written  to  him  saying  that  he 
withdrew  his  claim  for  the  college  to 
be  made  a  constituent  college,  he  would 
have  supported  at  any  cost  the  proposal 
that  it  should  be  affiliated  by  charter. 
But  they  never  did.  He  did  not  know 
if  the  hon.  Oentleman  opposite  was 
entitled  at  what  he  called  the  eleventh 
hour  to  make  any  proposal  The  time 
had  gone  by  aml^theo|,^i^^gj^beett 
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lost,  ahhotigh  he  would  do  all  he  could 
to  see  that  the  claim  of  Magee  GoUege 
was  fully  and  frankly  consider^ 
by  the  Belfast  Senate,  and  he  could 
hardly  doubt  that  Dr.  Hamilton, 
also  would  do  his  best  to  secure 
the  recognition  of  Magee  College, 
if  it  was  brought  up  to  the  proper 
University  standard  and  was  a  college 
where  students  might  reside.  To  say 
that  Magee  College  was  entitled  to 
complain  of  his  not  carrying  out  a  bar- 
gain  which  they  never  accepted  was,  he 
thought,  a  little  too  much. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London 
University)  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
not  press  the  Amendment  to  a  division. 
Everybody  recognised  that  the  work 
done  by  Magee  College  was  good,  but 
having  regard  to  the  number  of  students 
in  attendance  and  to  the  fact  that 
it  had  no  facilities  for  science  studies 
he  did  not  think  it  had  a  claim 
to  become  a  constituent  college.  He 
scarcely  thought  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  wise  in  entering  into  any  arrange- 
ment with  respect  to  the  affiliation 
by  charter  of  Magee  College.  He  thought 
that  the  question  should  be  left  either 
to  the  statutory  Commissioners,  or  after 
the  termination  of  their  labours  to 
the  Senate  of  the  Belfast  University. 
Having  regard  to  the  excellent  work  done 
by  the  Arts  faculty  of  that  college  the 
afi&liation  of  that  faculty  alone  was  likely 
to  take  place. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  had  considerable 
sympathy  with  Magee  College  in  this 
matter,  because  he  thought  there  had  been 
some  real  misunderstanding  between 
them  and  the  Chief  Secretary.  At  the 
game  time,  he  did  not  think  that  Magee 
College  could  reasonably  make  a  claim 
to  become  a  constituent  college.  Until 
very  recently  Magee  College  was  essen- 
tially a  denominational  body,  and  on  one 
side  was  still  a  seminary  for  the  training  of 
Presbyterian  ministers.  They  proposed 
to  alter  its  trusts  so  as  to  detach  its  Art 
faculty  from  the  denominational  eollege, 
but  the  college  was  very  gmalL  It  had 
only  between  55  and  60  students,  the 
greater  number  of  whom  were  preparing 
for  the  ministry ;  there  was  ody  a  very 
small  residum  of  Art  students  wto  were 
not  going  in  for  the  ministry.  The  chief 
claim  of  Magee  College  to  reoeive  any 


recognition  under  this  Bill  was  the  good 
work  it  had  done  for  women's  education 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  U  they  were 
to  affiliate  at  all  collages  of  that  type^ 
then  the  Magee  College  would  come  hi  as 
an  affiliated  college. 

*Mr.  BARRIE  said  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  asked  if  he  was  an  accredited 
representative  of  Magee  College.  He 
desired  to  say  that  since  he  had  iieceived 
the  letters  from  the  President  which 
he  had  quoted  he  considered  he  was. 
In  the  Committee  he  acted  entirely 
as  a  private  Member.  There  seemed  to 
him  to  be  no  failure  (d  acceptance  on 
the  part  of  the  Magee  College  of  ^  the 
terms  arranged  with  the  right  hon. 
GentJeman. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  Then  what  right 
had  they  afterwurds  to  demand 
to  be  made  a  constituent  college  % 

♦Mr.  BARRIE :  They  did  not  do  so 
officially.  He  thought  the  ri^  kon. 
6entl^»an  was  hardly  quite  fair  in  saying 
what  he  did.  It  secmied  ta  him  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  friends  of  Magee  College 
to  point  out  that  they  had  serious  cause 
of  complaint  regarding  the  way  in  which 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  carried  out  his  part 
of  the  bargain.  That  bargain  was  duly 
made,  and  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  had 
taken  place.  He  would  go  further  and 
say  that  nothing  they  had  heard  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  gave  any  encourage- 
ment to  the  friends  of  Magee  College. 
As  Member  for  a  constituency  greatly 
interested  in  Magee  College,  he  much 
regretted  the  manner  in  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  acted,  and  the  gross 
injustice  which  had  been  perpetrated. 

The  Marquess  of  HAMILTON  (Lon- 
donderry) asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether,  if  he  could  not  see  his 
way  to  making  Magee  College  a  con- 
stituent college  of  Belfast  University,  it 
could  be  afflicted  by  Charter. 

;  Mr.  BIRRELL:    I  do  not  think  I  can. 

The  Marquess  of  HAMILTON  said  he 
had  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Leebody, 
of  Magee  College,  dated  2nd  June,  and 
addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  had  received 
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no  communication  from  Magee  College 
as  to  affiliation.    This  was  the  letter — 

.  "  I  was  greatly  conoemed  to  see  from  the 
reports  of  yesterday's  committee  meeting  that 
you  were  under  the  impression  that  the  authori- 
ties of  Magee  College  did  not  wish  the  college 
to  be  aflftliated  by  charter  to  the  Belfast  Uniy- 
ersity.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
Of  course  all  its  friends  would  i>refer  that  it 
should  be  made  a  constituent  college,  but  many, 
as  well  as  myself,  see  the  yery  serious  difficulties 
in  the  way.  All,  however,  recognise  the  vital 
importance  of  the  boon  you  promised  to  Mr. 
Cooke  and  me  in  Dublin  being  granted.  We 
rely  on  your  not  withholding  this.  It  woidd 
be  a  pity  that  a  measure  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  DC  a  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  Ireland, 
should  needlessly  involve  uie  destruction  of  an 
institution  which  has  been  built  up  without  State 
aid,  and  is  certain  to  do  good  work  if  not  crushed 
by  the  State.  Failure  to  provide  for  our 
afi&liation  by  charter  will  inflict  upon  us  a  deadly 
blow,  for  reasons  of  which  you  are  aware.** 

4 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  his  position  ^as 
this.  If  Magee  College  had  accepted 
Dr.  Hamilton's  proposal,  he  would  have 
striven  by  his  own  vote  and  support  to 
have  got  Magee  College  affiliated  by 
charter.  He  would  certainly  have  done 
that,  but  then  he  had  never  had  any 
assurance  from  the  time  of  the  meeting 
in  Dublin  Castle  to  the  time  of  the  letter 
of  2nd  June,  when  the  Committee  stage 
had  begun,  that  Magee  accepted  those 
terms.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  seen 
in  the  newspapers  that  they  were  still 
striving  to  become  a  constituent  college, 
either  of  the  new  University  or  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  with  whom  they  had 
some  negotiations.  Therefore,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  while  the  Bill  was 
going  through  Committee,  and  while 
he  had  all  these  difficulties  to  consider 
in  relation  to  Maynooth  and  other 
places,  to  adhere  to  the  bargain,  unless 
he  was  satisfied  that  Magee  accepted  it. 
But  that  they  had  not  done.  The  hon. 
Member  had  got  up  and  said  that  Magee 
did  not  feel  itself  bound  by  the  bargain, 
and  claimed  to  be  a  constituent  college. 

'*'Mr.  BARRIE  said,  in  justice  to  him- 
self, he  ought  to  explain  that  he  could  not 
possibly  have  made  the  remark  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  attributed 
to  him,  because  he  had  not  been 
authorised  to  make  it.  What  he  had 
said  was  that  he  understood — ^and  he  was 
speaking  as  a  private  Member — ^that  the 
offer  had  been  made  to  affiliate,  but  he 

The  Marquess  of  Hamilton, 


claimed  that  Magee  should  be  made  a 
constituent  college. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  listen  at  this  stage  to  the  suggestion 
that  Magee  College  should  now  be  affili- 
atedjby  Charter.  The  feeling  amongst  all 
who  Imew  anything  at  all  about  Magee 
College  was  one  of  friendliness,  and  he 
would  be  the  last  in  the  world  to  do 
anything  injurious  to  that  college.  He 
thought  the  most  Magee  College  could 
say  was  that  they  should  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  as  every  other  college  in 
Ireland  outside  the  constituent  colleges. 
If  Magee  was  to  be  affiliated  to  the 
University  by  charter,  it  would  be  a 
fatal  course  to  pursue,  because  naturaUy 
every  other  college  in  Ireland  who 
thought  they  had  a  claim,  would  come 
forward  and  seek  to  put  pressure  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  affiliate  them 
by  charter.  With  regard  to  Maynooth, 
Magee,  or  any  other  college,  the  one 
ground  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  taken  was  to  leave  the  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  Senate  of  the  University. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  under  the  circiun- 
stances,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  dream  of  acceding  at  this 
stage  to  the  proposal.  When  first  it 
was  brought  forward,  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a  great 
mistake  in  making  the  6fEer  which  he  did. 
He  was  now  relieved  from  the  con- 
sequences of  that  mistake,  and  he  could 
leave  Magee  College,  like  every  other 
college  in  Ireland,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Senate  of  the  University, 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  University) 
said  that  although  this  questioi^  was  not 
one  of  supreme  importance  to  the  Bill,  it 
was  one  of  coAsiderable  importance  to 
Magee  College.  He  regretted  himself 
that  Magee  College  should  have  imagined 
that  this  question  was  going  to  be  settled 
as  a  matter  of  bargain  betweeA  this  or 
that  college  and  the  Chief  Secretary. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  mattered  in  the 
least  now  whether  or  not  there  had  been  a 
misuAderstanding  in  Committee  between 
the  college  and  the  right  hoA.  Gentleman. 
He  could  not  see  what  that  had  to  do 
with  the  question.  The  sole  question 
was  whether  it  was  right  or  not  to  make 
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it  a  constituent  college*  Peradiially)  look- 
ing at  this  Bill,  he  did  not  think  tlmt  they 
ought  to  decide  any  of  these  points  on 
small  grounds.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  not  in  the 
least  blame  Magee  College  for  having 
doue  their  best  ta  be  made  a  oon- 
stituent  college.  They  had  fcrtlght  it  to 
the  last.  It  was  to  Magee  a  much  more 
important  question  than  anything  else. 
He  thought  they  had  been  perfectly 
right  to  fight  it  out  to  the  last,  and 
he  did  not  think  that  they  could  take 
what  had  occurred  in  Committee  as  any 
reiison  for  sa3ring  that  the  time  had  now 
lapsed,  and  that  they  could  not  deal  with 
it.  Nothing  could  be  more  unsatisfactory 
than  to  give  that  kind  of  answer  to  the 
college.  Magee  College  was  in  very 
considerable  difficulties;  'it  had  done 
a  greit  work  for  a  particular  part  of 
the  community  in  the  past ;  and  he 
gathered  from  the  Chief  Secretary,  he 
might  be  wrong,  that  at  some  stage  of  the 
proceedings  he  would  have  been  willing 
to  affiliate  the  college  by  charter  to 
Belfast  University.  If  he  had  been  of 
that  opinion  why  had  he  changed  it,  and 
why  should  he  not  attempt  to  do  it  now  ? 
He  understood  that  the- hon.  Grentleman 
who  had  moved  this  Amendment,  and  the 
noble  Lord  who  had  supported  it — both, 
of  cjourde,underdtood  a  great  deal  aboitt  the 
mitter — were  in  a  position  to  say  that 
Magee  College  desired  to  be  affiliated  by 
charter.  If  thatwnere  so,  then  there  should 
be  some  real  answer,  without  these  refer- 
ences to  what  had  taken  place  in  Commit- 
tee. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Ijeader  of  the  Irish  Party  had  said  that 
Magee  College  ought  to  be  left  in  the  same 
position  aff  Maynooth.  That  sounded  a 
very  excellent  argument  to  anybody  who 
did  •  not  know  the  reality  of  the  case, 
but  they  must  k)ok  at  the  circum- 
stances. .  Everybody  knew  that  just  as 
surely  as  the  Bill  passed,  the  Dublin 
UaivftTJity  must  necessarily  affiliate  May- 
nooth;  NolxKly  for  a  moment  could  put 
forward  any  pretext  for  saying  that  it 
would  not.  Naturally  Maynooth  would 
be  affiliated  when  there  was  power  to 
affiliate  in  the  new  University.  He  did 
not  in  the  least  object,  if  it  was  desired  by 
both  parties  that  it  should  be  done.  But 
would  anybody  say  that  the  circumstances 
were  the  same  as  regarded  Magee  College 
and  Belfast  Univwaity  ?  It  was  exactly 
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the  other  way.  Everybody  knew  that  if 
left  alone  Magee  would  not  be  affiliated. 
The  Senate  of  the  new  Belfast  University 
had  not  the  least  intention  of  affiliating 
Magee  College.  He  had  heard  a  good 
deal  about  it,  and|^that  was  the  actual 
state  of  affairs ;  therefore,  there  was  up 
use  in  telling  them  that  the  two  cases 
stood  on  the  same  lines.  He  had  never 
been  connected  with  Magee  College,  which 
was  in  a  part  of  Ireland  about  which  he  did 
not  profess  to  know  a  great  deaL  His 
acquaintance  lay  with  a  less  law-abiding 
part  of  the  country.  But  all  along,  in  any 
observations  which  he  had  made  on  the 
Bill,  he  had  expressed  a  wish 'that  a 
settlement  should  be  come  to  with  as 
little  friction,  and  leaving  behind  as 
little  bad  feeling  as  possible,  giving  to  all 
parties  in  the  matter  a  real  good  start.  ' 
On  these  grounds  he  hoped  that  there 
would  be  some  other  answer  than  that 
which  had  already  been  put  forward  for 
refusing  to  have  this  college  affiliated: 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  if  he  looked 
back  to  what  had  taken  place  on  this 
subject,  he  found  that  the  proposal  for 
affiliation  by  charter  had  never  been  put 
forward  on  his  part.  It  was  a  proposal 
which  emanated,  not  from  him,  but  from 
Dr.  Hamilton.  He  knew  that  when 
they  met  roimd  the  table  he  had  never 
any  intention  whatever  of  suggesting 
the  affiliation  of  Magee  by  charter.  It 
was  not  in  his  thoughts.  Dr.  Hamilton 
produced  out  of  his  pocket,  rather  to 
his  surprise,  a  written  document,  to 
which,  he  was  bound  to  say,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Magee,  being  more  con- 
cerned to  defend  their  case  from 
becoming  a  constituent  college,  did  not 
pay  that  close  and  particular  attention 
that  they  might  have  done.  They  took 
it  away,  and  were  prepared  to  consider 
it.  From  that  time  forth  until  the 
letter  referred  to  in  June,  and  when 
the  Committee  had  got  into  full  exis- 
tence, he  heard  nothing  more  from 
them.  The  difficulty  was  the  course 
the  debate  took  in  Committee.  It  was 
perfectly  plain  that  the  Committee 
would  not  have  consented,  and  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  proposal  for  the 
affiliation  of  Magee  College  would  have 
passed.  He  did  not  consider  himself 
in  any  sense  boimd.  Having  regard  to 
the   course   which  ^i|ge^(^had  followed, 
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if  they  had  withdrawn  their  opposition 
on  all  other  grounds,  he  certainly  should 
have  felt  himself  bound  to  exercise  his 
influence  in  favour  of  affiliation  and 
would  have  voted  for  it.  But  what 
would  have  happened  he  did  not  know. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  have  passed. 
The  thing  had,  however,  gone  past  the 
stage  where  it  was  any  longer  possible 
to  go  back  on  that  position,  and  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that  Magee 
College  might  have  put  him  into  a 
different  position,  and  forced  him  to 
take  that  course. 


♦Mr.  C.  J,  O'DONNELL  said  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University  had 
decided  this  question.  He  had  told 
them  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Senate  of  Belfast  University 
to  affiliate  Magee  College.  [Cries  of 
"  No,  no.**]  It  was  proposed  to  override 
the  Senate.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
House  would  sanction  such  interference. 


at  this  early  opportunity  of  being  abh 
to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.   CHARLES  CRAIG  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  new,* 
to  insert  the  word  *  undenominational.' " — 
{Captain  Craig,) 


Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  CRAIG  moved  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  His  Majesty  may,  if 
pleased  to  do  so,  by  charter,  found  a  new 
** undenominational"  college  to  have  its 
seat  at  Dublin.       He  said   he    wished 
to  insert  the  word  "  undenominational  " 
because  they  had  had  from  time  to  time 
pledges  given  by  the  Government  that 
no  money  voted  by  Parliament  should  be 
spent    for     denominational      purposes. 
Although  promises  made   by  Ministers 
were  binding  on  them  they  were  not 
binding  on  those  who  came  after  them. 
Could  anvthing  be  fairer  than  to  ask  the 
large    body    of    Nonconformists  in    the 
House    to    erect    an    undenominational 
college  in  Dublin  ?     It  was  fair  and  it 
accorded  with  the  traditions  of  the  great 
Liberal  Party  as  pronounced  prior  to 
the    last    general    election.    The    Chief 
Secretary  and  others  had  been  attempting 
to   legislate   for  education   in   England 
in  the  direction  of  undenominationalism, 
and  he  was  now  asking  the  great  Liberal 
Party  and  the  Nonconformist  conscience 
to  go  with  him  into  the  lobby  and  vote 
for    undenominationalism  about  which 
they    shouted   so    loudly    outside    the 
House,  and  he  was  sure  they  would  jump 
Mr.  Btrrell. 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  undenominational '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  sug- 
g'^sted  that  it  would  be  an  improvement 
on  the  word  *'  imdenomiuational "  if 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  put  in  the 
word  "  un-Christian." 

Captain  CRAIG:  I  am  afraid  I 
could  not  give  way  in  that  matter.  I 
prefer  the  word  **  undenominational." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  the  wording  of 
several  of  the  clauses,  and  particularly 
of  the  very  remarkable  Clause  3,  justified, 
in  his  opinion,  the  statement  that  this 
was  as  undenominational  a  University 
as  any  law  could  make  any  body  of  men 
undenominational.    They  were  often  told 
that  these  words  counted  for  nothing,  that 
it  did  not  matter  that  they  said  anybody 
could  go  to  the  Universities,  that  nobody 
was  to  be  met  at  their  thresholds  by  any 
test  requiring  them  to  say  what  religion 
they  belonged  to  or  to  produce  a  certificate 
of  baptism,  that  it  was  no  use  to   say 
that  every  prize,  every  exhibition,  and 
every  scholarship  was  open,  that  there 
were  no  restrictions  of  any  kind,  and  that 
the  governing  body  after  the  first  five 
years  were  to  be  elected  by  professors 
and  graduates.    All  that,  in  the  opinion 
of    the    hon.    and    gallant    Gentleman 
was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was  written 
on,  and  the  University  would  be  denomi- 
national.   And  yet  now  he,  in  rhetorical 
manner    and    in    striking    tones    bade 
them  put  in  the  word  "undenomina- 
tional," and  then  he  said  all  would  be 
well.    He  did  not  attach  the  importance 
to  words  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman    did.    But    hon.    Members 
could  form  their  own  opinion  of  this  Bill, 
not  from  a  word  here  or  a  word  there, 
but  from  the  general  nature  of  its  con- 
tents and  the  provisions  they  had  in- 
,  sorted  in  it,  and  he  dkd  .not. .think  the 
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addition  of  this  word  would  be  of  any 
use  whatever. 

Mr.  WALTER  JiONG  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  indulged,  as  he  was 
very  fond  of  doing,  in  the  very  art  which 
he  criticised  so  strongly  when  anybody  else 
ventured  to  follow  in  hia  footsteps.  He 
had  found  great  fault  with  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  for  his  rhetorical  display, 
.  but  the  Chief  Secretary  was  by  no  means 
unproficient  in  the  art  of  rhetorical 
display  and  those  who  might  be  inclined 
harshly  to  criticise  his  action  would  say 
that  rhetoric  frequently  took  the  place  of 
argument.  In  his  opinion,  ninety-nine 
people  out  of  100  who  knew  anything 
of  Ireland  and  of  the  question  of  higher 
education  in  Ireland  believed  that  the 
ultimate  result  would  be  that  these 
Universities  would  be  very  largely 
favoured  in  a  denominational  manner. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  defence  was 
that  he  had  done  everything  already  in 
the  Bill  to  give  these  Universities  an 
undenominati<Hial  character.  If  that 
was  his  object  and  if  that  would  be  the 
result  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  why 
on  earth  did  he  refuse  to  accept  one  word 
which  would  make  it  perfectly  clear,  and 
that  the  intention  of  the  Government  was 
that  not  only  should  the  Bill  be  drafted  and 
carried  through  Parliament  so  as  to  make 
it  undenominational,  but  that  something 
more  should  be  done,  that  every  obstacle 
that  Parliament  could  fairly  put  in  the 
way  of  tum^'ng  this  into  a  denominational 
measure  shouJd  be  put  there.  Surely 
that  was  not  unfair  ii  it  really  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  that  this 
should  be  an  undenominational  Univer- 
sity. He  wondered  at  this  persistent 
refusal  to  accept  Amendments,  the  only 
object  of  which  was  to  carry  out  what 
the  Government  were  never  tired  of 
declaring  was  their  intention. 

Mb.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool 
Eist  Toxteth)  suggested  that  the  word 
"  untruthful "  should  be  substituted 
for  the  word  "  undenominational."  After 
listening  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
it  was  quite  clear  that  in  the  opinion  of 
everybody  the  word  "  undenomina- 
tional "  would  be  an  untruthful  de- 
scription of  the  University,  and  he  should 
vote  against  any  attempt  to  make  these 
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Universities  by  phraseology  what  they 
were  not  going  to  be  in  practice.  He 
thought  it  far  better  to  take  up  a  con- 
sistent attitude  whichever  side  oi  the 
question  their  inclination  might  be  on. 

Mr.     a.    J.     BALFOUR     (City    of 
London)   said  he   entirely  agreed  with 
the     hon.     Gentleman     opposite.      His 
hon.  friend  desired  that  the  Bill  should 
be     an     imdenominational    Bill,     and 
hoped  to  effect  that  by  introducing  the 
word  "  undenominationar'  in  the  second 
clause.    His    hon.    friend    must    know 
perfectly  well  that  the  introduction  of 
the    word    "  imdenominational "    would 
be  only  an  expression  of  a  pious  intention 
— of  his  intention.     But  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  or  of  hon. 
Gentlemen    below    the    gangway,    and 
it    was    not    his    intention.     He    quite 
admitted  that  he  did  not  like  the  Bill 
in  its  present  form.     BEs  dislike  to  ib 
was,  put  shortly,  that  he  thought  it  fa  * 
too  clerical.     His  objection  was  not  that 
it  was  denominational.     The  whole  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was  to  provide  education 
which  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  population  of  Ire- 
land.    What    was    the    use    of    calling 
that  anything  but  denominational,  and 
what   was  the   use  of  the  (xovernment 
coming  forward  and  pointing  to  Clause 
3  or  Clause  4  and  saying  they  did  not 
mean  to  have  a  denominational  Bill  ? 
If  the  Government  did  not  mean  to  have 
a    denominational     Bill,    they    did    not 
mean  to  have  a  Bill  which  would  carry 
out  the  object  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway,  who  desired  higher 
education  to  be  given  to  Roman  Catholics, 
two-thirds  of  the  Irish  people.     It  was 
only  by  making  this  a  denominational 
University  that  they  would  attain  that 
object.     He  did  not  mean  by  that,  that 
they  must  have  a  system  of  tests    or 
exclude  Protestants  or  put  all  the  dis- 
qualifications with  which  Clause  3  dealt. 
What  he  meant  was  that  the  intention 
of  the  Government  from  the   beginning 
had  plainly  been  to  create  a  University 
which    was    denominational,    and     he 
suggested  to  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
that  he  should  not  press  his  Amendment, 
because   he   could   not  really   conceive 
why  they  should  put  on  the  face  of   the 
Bill  something  so  obviously  mendacious 
as  was  impUed  in  tlfjjg^,  S^i^O^ 
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If  this  was  not  a'^denominational  '  Bill 
it  had  no  raiaon  d^etre,  and  to  put  "  un- 
denominational "  in  big  characters  in  the 
second  clause  was  not  to  make  it  un- 
denominational, but  to  make  it  hypo- 
critical. If  his  hon.  and  gallant  fnend 
went  to  a  division^  which  he  hoped  he 
would  not,  he  should  be  compelled  in  the 
interests  of  veracity  and  sincerity  to 
vote  against  him.r    ,     • 

\    'x'>  :      •  -  . 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  KJ  said  he  v^ 
much  wished  thode  who  Had  repeatedly 
and  emphatically  .  decided  thit  .tijw 
Bill  set  up  a  d^iioj^iuational  University 
in  Ireland  would  take  ^tha.' trotibl^' to^ 
define  what  they.meant^  by<tdefiomina^ 
tional.  The  Universities  i  WMNild'  be  no 
more  d^nomiwtiofial  ttn^tho^  of  Man^ 
Chester,  Liveq)eol, .  QxfofMt,  »Cambridgev 
or  Edinbt:irgh„,and  ^kw^  ds^noBoiaatwrnal 
than  Trinity  CpHege,  Uublin.  i  -How 
could  hon.  Members,  with  axiyaense  of 
justice  or  fair  play,  call  this  a  denomi- 
national University,  when  they  made 
no  proposal  to  alter  the  -constitu- 
tion of  Trinity  College,  which  was  far 
more  denominational  ?  Were  the  other 
Universities  denominational? 


UniversiMes  $ttL  i^ 


Mr.  AUSTI.V  TAYLOR  said  the 
University  of  Liverpool  would  not  admit 
theology  within  its  walls. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  University 
set  up  under  this  Bill  would  be  free. 
When  the  hon.  Member  opposite  spoke  of 
the  Liverpool   University  did  he  know 
what  the  University  of  Dublin  did  at  the 
present  time?    Was  he  aware  that  they 
had  theology  and  theological  professors 
who    had  the  same  standing  as  other 
professors  1    Did  he  know  that  they  had 
a  chapel  in   the  University  1  Yet  hon. 
Members  got  up  and  said  that  the  Uni- 
versities  proposed   to  be   set  up  under 
this  Bill  were  denominational.     He  asked 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Morley  division 
of  Yorkshire,  who  opposed  this  Bill  on  its 
Second    Reaiding,   to    explain   what    he 
meant  by  a  denominational   University, 
and  ho  said  he  meant  a  University  where 
the  professors  and  studehts  were  over- 
whelmingly of  one  denomination.     What 
University     in     the    world     could     be 
free  from  that  charge  1     He  contended 
that    the    proposed    Universities    were 
no     more     denominational     than     any 
other   University  in  this  country,   and 
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they  would  be  leas  denominational  than 
the  University  of  Edinburgh-  The 
new  Universities  would  be  less  denomina- 
tional than  the  UnivBrsity^f  Dublin  was 
at  the  present  time,^  and  it  was  npttrue 
to  state  that  no  scheme  could  be  brought 
forward  to  meet  the  requiremcints  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  which  was  pot  based 
upon  the  denominational  principle.:  It 
was  true  that  th^  gre^t  mifrjonty  of  the 
goverrtipg  body  and  pibfessors  mijght  be 
Catholic,  beciwse  the  Bfll  was  intended 
to  serve  the  needs  of  a  Catholic  ^J^ple. 
He  ho^d  hoh.  Membel^s'#6ald  hkv<?^th^ 
cotombh'fairii»is,  befoi'e  calKng  'the  Tft*>^ 
institutions  in'^Treliahd  d^tionriniatlOttaS,  *to 
define  for  the  eifHAtitlfAetit  M  the  t^tiTJlfe  * 
what  they  m^ifluit  by  ffe^6iniDatidn*il.   'i  ' 

Mr.    BUTTON    *ii*  ■  that    bk^i^ 
listened  to  ail  the  d0mtoidsmad«  irt-^jrAirs- 
gone  by  by  Catholics  upon  one  Gk)venlW^ftt  ' 
and  another,  he' co^ld   nob' utadertftahd 
w^hen  a  Bill  waijlw^ought  forward  t^  meet 
the  demands  of  Gatholies  for  a  denomina- 
tional University  wtyit  should. be- called 
undenominational;      fhe    hon.   Memb^ 
for  East  Mayo  had  daid  thaidt  waa  not 
proposed  to   det '  u^  a  ^deaoitfibadoiial 
University  and  that  it  wto  ndt .  liieant  in 
that  sens©.    If  that  was  the  case  why 
were  the  €atholi68  diasatiriiod  with  the 
present  Queen's  Colleges  ?    If  a.  coiU^e 
or  University  whioh  wsets  free  and  unde- 
nominational would  content  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  and  their  friends,  .why  could 
they  not  be  content  with  the  present 
Queen's  Colleges  in  Galway  and  Cork, 
and  with  the  opportunity  of  securing 
degrees  through  the  Eoyal  University  f 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  had 
asked  him  to  define  what  he  meatUt  by  a 
denominational  University,  arid  he  had 
quoted   him  as  stating  that  it  me49^nt  a 
University  where   the  majority  of  the 
professors  and  students  belonged  to  oite 
denomination;     He  doubted   very  mudh 
whether  he  ever  said  that.    The  hon. 
Member  had  said  that  the  new  Univeisity 
would  not  be  so  denominational  in  its 
character  as  Trinity  College;    btit  the 
Catholics  objected    to    Trinity    College 
because  it  was  denominational,  and  that 
was  why    Catholic    students    did    not 
frequent  it.      The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  was  going  to  supply  three  coUegiea 
in  which  Catholics  would  have  nb  fear  of 
meeting  the  Episcopalian  or  Presbyiierian 
influence.      The  right  hon.    Gentleman 
had  described  ^thk^Bi^^og|.^wh«k 
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was  .trying,  to  set  up  tlie  lowest 
common  denominator,  but  it  seemed  to 
bim  that  be  was  going  to  set  up 
three  denominational  Universities.  He 
could,  quite  understand  the  speech  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
his  intervention  was  not  surprising,  be- 
cause the  whole  Tory  Party  were  going 
to  support  an  Amendment  to  create  a  great 
undenominational  University.  Under 
those  circumstances  be  was  not  surprised 
that  the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  desired  the 
withdrawal  of  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  GW  Yi^N  (Galway)  said  that  what 
they  were  asking  for  in  Ireland  was  not  a 
denominationa],  but  a  free  University. 
They  had  been  asked  why  they  were  not 
content  with  Qaeen's  Colleges.  They  were 
disconteDled  with  those  colleges  because 
they  had  no  freedom,  .because  their 
prolea^ors  were  Crowa  npmijiees.  and 
suffered  under  disabilities  as  Civil  ser- 
vantsy  and  because  the  teaching  in  those 
colleges  was  restricted  and  hampered  in  a 
wiy  which  was  unknown  in  any  other 
University.  If  it  were  true  that  the 
University  of  Liverpool  had  debarred  its 
professors  from  teaching  theology,  it 
was  not  a  free  University.  The  Irish 
Party  had  asked  over  and  over  again  not 
for  a  Catholic  Univeraity  but  for  a 
national  democratic  University,  and  in 
this  Bill  there  was  the  making  of  a  free 
University,  and  for  that  reason  they 
accepted  it.  English  Liberals  could  label 
it  denominational  or  not,  as  they  liked. 
There  was,  however,  one  denotninational 
feature  ib  the  Bill,  and  it  was  that  a  test 
was  imposed  upon  the  prof  essoins,  and  to 
that  extent  they  did  not  possess  unlimited 
freedom.  What  he  meant  was  that  there 
was  a  limitation  imposed  upon  the  free- 
dom of  the  teachers,  because  it  was 
suggested  that  their  teaching  should  not 
offend  religious  suspeptibilities,  and  in 
that  sense  it ,  was  a  negative  test.  What 
did  "  undenominational "  mean  in  Ireland? 
When  hon.  Members  understood  that 
they  would  understand  the  zeal  of  the 
Ulster  Parjty  for  undenominationalism. 
The  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  Catholics,  and  when  a  Board 
was  called  undenominational  it  meant 
that  it  consisted  of  an  equal  number 
of  Catholics  and  Protestants,  and  there- 
fore it  meant  a  strict  religious  test. 
It  came  to  this,  that  the  Protestant 
minprity  had  guaranteed  ibo  them  more 
tihan  their  fair  proportion  of  jobs.    That 
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was  the  true  account  of  the  «eal  for 
undenominationalism  which  had  signal- 
ised the  Liberal  Party.  For  these  reasons 
he  would  vote  agaiast  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  VBRNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) 
said  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  was 
a  test  in  l^is  matter  which  was  worth 
considering.  What  was  Oxford  Univer- 
sity fifty  years  ago  ?  He  thought  there 
was  only  one  reply.  It  was  a  thoroughly 
denominational  University.  Since  the 
abolition  of  testa  it  had  become  unde- 
nominational. Only  half  a  century  ago 
Oxford  University  was  fettered  by  tests, 
and  it  was  proposed  to  set  up  these 
new  Universities  in  Ireland  unfettered 
by  denominational  t^ts  such  as  had 
been  known  in  days  gone  by.  In  taking 
that  course  they  were  keeping  to  the  new 
model  and  not  the  old-  J 

♦Sir  W.  J.  COLLH^S  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
said  he  served  on  the  Committee  upstairs 
on  this  Bill,  and,  so  far  as  he  could, 
he  had  worked  for  the  establishment  in 
Ireland  of  a  University  Vhich  would 
be  compatible  with  what  was  called  an 
undenominational  settlement  of  this 
question.  He  did  not  think  it  very  much 
mattered  whether  the  word  "  undenom- 
inational '*  was  inserted  here  or  not. 
The  question  was  not  what  they  called  it, 
but  what  they  were  going  to  make  it. 
He  was  bound  to  confess  that  during  the 
progress  of  the  Bill  through  Committee 
it  appeared  to  him  the  Bill  had  suffered 
in  its  title  to  be  regarded  as  undenomina- 
tional, because  amongst  other  things 
an  addition  was  made  to  Clause  3 
whereby  the  prohibition  of  tests  was 
not  to  apply  to  theological  professors. 
Allusion  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Liverpool,  and  other  recently 
created  Universities.  The  question  he 
said  was  not  so  much  whether  this 
new  University  was  denominational  or 
undenominational,  but  whether  it  was  as 
undenominational  as  some  of  the  new 
Universities  in  the  north  of  England. 
The  Charter  of  Liverpool  Ujaiversity 
contained  the  following — 

"  It  is'  a  fundamental  condition  of  the^con- 
stitution  of  the  University  that  no  religious  test 
shall  be  imposed  upon  any  person  in  order  to 
entitle  him  to  be  admitted  as  a  member,  pro- 
fessor, tether,  or  stwdeAt  of  the  University,  or 
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to  hold  oflBoe  therein,  or  to  graduate  thereat,  or 
to  hold  any  advantage  or  privilege  thereof,  and 
that  no  theological  teaching  shall  be  given  by  or 
under  the  authority  of  the  University." 

Qearly,  therefore,  the  proposed  new 
University  in  Dublin  differed  to  some 
extent  from  the  model  of  the  University 
of  Liverpool.  It  also  differed  from  the 
University  of  Manchester.  The  Univer- 
Bity  of  London  was  the  only  one  in  the 
United  Kingdom  which  owed  its  con- 
stitution entirely  to  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  Act  laid  down  that>— 

"  No  religious  test  shall  be  adopted  or  imposed , 
and  no  applicant  for  a  University  appointment 
shall  be  at  any  disadvantage  on  the  ground  of 
religious  opinions." 

There  was  no  reservation  in  the  Act  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  theological 
professors.  The  extent  to  which  the 
prohibition  of  teste  was  removed  in  the 
case  of  the  Irish  Universities  in  regard  to 
theological  professors  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  imdenominational  char- 
acter of  the  Universities  which  had 
receivedjtheir  Charters  or  had  been  created 
by  Act  of  Parliament  in  recent  years.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  would  be  prepared  to  remove 
that  objection  to  the  measure.  The 
more  they  tried  to  make  the  Universities 
free,  democratic  and  undenominational 
the  more  likely  they  were  to  be  accept- 
able to  the  Irish  people. 


♦Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  objected  to 
breaking  up  the  yoimg  nven  of  Ireland 
into  three  sectarian  groups.  Such  a 
policy  was  un-national,  and  he  feared  this 
Bill  would  do  more  injury  to  Home  Rule 
than  anything  which  had  ever  occurred 
in  Ireland. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  really  not 
necessary  to  discuss  the  whole  Bill  on 
this  Amendment.  The  hon.  Member 
must  confine  himself  to  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  said  he  had  no 
wish  to  transgress  against  that  ruling, 
I  ut  he  was  merely  replying  to  statements 
which  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that  many  hon. 
Members  had  treated  this  as  merely  a 
question  of  description,  and  had  used 
\he  argument  that  it  made  very  little 
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difference  whether  they  applied  a  par- 
ticular name  to  a  particular  University  or 
not.  The  majority  of  hon.  Members 
appeared  to  admit,  notwithstanding  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  had  said, 
that  whatever  they  called  the  new 
University,  the  fact  was  that  it  would  be 
what  the  Chief  Secretary  was  most 
anxious  to  disavow,  namely,  a  real 
denominational  University.  It  was  not 
a  mere  matter  of  description,  for  this 
reason.  It  was  not  like  Oxford  or 
Cambridge,  supported  entirely  from 
private  endowments.  It  was  a  University 
for  which  that  House  was  to  find  the 
money,  and  it  would  be  liable  to  the 
ordinary  control  of  the  Courts  in  Ireland 
with  respect  to  the  misapplication  ot 
funde.  If  the  Bill  contained  a  statement 
that  a  college  was  undenominational,  and 
it  was  found  that  funds  voted  by  that 
House  were  being  applied  to  denomina- 
tional purposes,  that  would  at  once  give 
groundwork  for  the  intervention  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  by  injunction  or 
otherwise  to  restrain  such  application 
of  the  money.  That  could  not  be  done 
unless  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Bill  to 
make  the  University  undenominational. 
That  was  why  he  attached  a  great  deal 
of  value  to  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
his  hon.  and  gallant  friend.  He  thought 
that  all  those  who  were  interested  in 
seeing  that  the  money  was  applied  to  the 
needs  of  the  new  University  and  in 
accordance  with  the  feelings  and  wishes 
of  the  people,  and  who  did  not  wish  to 
see  clericalism  triumphant,  should  sup- 
port the  Amendment. 


Captain  CRAIG  said  that  he  attached 
so  much  importance  to  the  Amendment 
that  he  would  be  obliged  to  go  to  a 
division.  He  could  not  see  why  anyone 
who  desired  the  establishment  of  an 
undenominational  University  in  Dublin 
should  have  the  slightest  hesitation  in 
voting  for  the  Amendment.  He  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  looked  upon  the  new  University 
as  undenominational,  and  therefore 
he  hoped  to  find  him  in  the  same  lobby 
as  himself.  He  thought  they  must 
have  consistency  somewhere.  If  the 
House  was  to  vote  money  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  not  a  penny  of  it  was 
to  go  to  denominationalism,  let  them 
back  up  that  view  in  the  division  lobby, 
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and  say  that  the  Bill  would  be  made, 
as  far  as  possible,  undenominational. 

*Mr.  MASSIE  (Wiltshire,  Cricklade) 
said  that  the  outcome  of  this  part 
of  the  debate  seemed  to  him  to  be 
that  denominationalism  or  undenomi* 
nationalism  was  a  question  of  manage- 
ment. If  a  University  was  managed  by 
Protestants,  then  it  might  be  undenomi- 
national ;  if  it  was  managed  by  Catholics, 
then  it  could  not  be.  The  logical  issue 
of  this  attitude  of  mind  was  that,  if  every 
man  in  Ireland  was  a  Catholic,  then  it 
would  be  wrong  to  give  Ireland  any 
University  at  all.  If  a  University  was 
to  be  suited  to  the  population,  it  must 
be  managed  by  the  population,  or  it 
would  not  be  democratic.    The  popula- 


tion of  Ireland  being  in  its  large  majority 
Catholic,  one  University  at  least  should 
be  managed  by  Catholics.  If  a  Catholic 
country  was  to  have  a  University,  then 
the  University  constitjited  by  the  Bill, 
if  not  absolutely  undenominational,  was 
as  undenominational  as  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment could  make  it.  This  was  the 
intention  of  the  (Government,  and  as  to 
the  particular  Amendment,  it  did  not 
matter  so  much  what  they  called  the 
University,  as  whether  the  University 
was  likely  to  turn  out  what  the  (Govern- 
ment intended  it  to  be. 

Quesnon  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  32 ;  Noes, 
273.    (Division  List  No.  215.) 


Aclaiul-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.(LondondeiTy,N.) 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  George  Smith 
Cochrane,  Hmi.  Tho8.H.A.E. 
Corbett,C  H(8u88ex,E.Grin8t'd 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(I>own,E.) 
J>VL  CroB,  Arthur  Philip 
FelU  Arthur 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Qoddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 


AYES. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Long,  Rt.Hn.  Walter  (I)ublin,S) 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
MacCaw,  William  J.MacGeagh 
M'Arthur,  Charles 
Moore,  William 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain  ] 
Nield,  Herbert 
Oddy,  John  James 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
RawliniBon,John  FrederickPee 
Roberts^  S.(Sheffieki,Eoclesal]) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Llewelyn(Carm'rth*n 

Tellxbs  roB  THX  Aybs — ^Mr. 
Lonsdale  and  Mr.   Charles 
[  Craig. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Aolaod,  Francis  Dyke 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Anscm,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Ashtey,  W.  W. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,€k)dfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bdllairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,8.Geo, 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

BirrelU  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Boland,  John 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James  | 

Brigg,  John 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bnmner,  J.P.  L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 

^runner,RtHnSir  J.T(Cheshire 


NOES. 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum    [ 

Burke,  E.  Havilt^nd- 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  ThomaL 

Butcher,  Samuel  Heury 

Byles,  Williair  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,E.) 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Wirston  S. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  Willian 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancras,W 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Chirran,  Peter  Francis 


Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion)] 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  a. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dufly,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumess 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Esslemont,  George  Bimic 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffrenoh,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H.  .      ^ 

Gladfitone,Bt.nn.Herbert  Jn. 
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Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Gooch,G«orge  Pea body( Bath) 
Groenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Grimths,  Ellis  X, 
(iW3nm,  Stephen  Lucius 
HaljJin,  J. 

Harcomt  ,Rt.Hn.  L.^Ro8senda]e 
Haroonrt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 
Hardie^.KeiT(Merthyr  Tydvii 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.(Worc*r) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazelton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hemmerde,  Edward  Cieorge 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  (Charles  8. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Hiffham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Gfaarl^s  E.  H. 
Hogan,  Michael 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  GeoflFrey 
Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

lUingworth,  Percy  H.  [ 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Keartey,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Lardner,  James  C!arrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A. (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Lovy(  Essex, Harwich 

L-iwis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-Oorge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

London,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  C!harle8  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

MacNeill,  John  (]rordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 

MacVeigh,  Charle8( Donegal, E. 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Killop,  W. 
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McLaren,  H.D.(SUflford,W.) 
M^Micking,  Major  G. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan, Patrick  A.(Queen's  C^. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Mooney,  J.  J.  ' 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (CTomwall) 
Morse,  L.  L. 
Mumaghan,  (3eorge 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson,  Charles  N.(D*nca8tV 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Ocil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Cbnnor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
CFCJonnor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
CVDoherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Do^d,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  Jame8(Roscommon,N 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  W.H.M. (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Percy,  Earl 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  8.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,Sir  Robert  J.(NorfoIk,E. 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Roberts,  Charles  H.(Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs. 
Robert8on,Sir  G.Scott(  Bradford 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.(Pembroke) 
Roche,  Augustine  (C!ork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 
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Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.H.  (Brentford) 
8amuel,Herbert  L.(Cneveland) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Seavems,  J.  tl. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Cblonel     • 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.'(Staflford) 
Shaw,  Rt.Hon.  T.(Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Silcoek,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John    . 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lyiiiph  (Chesh. ) 
Steadman,  W.  0. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  £.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  Austin  (EastToxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thome,  G.R.(Wolverhamptoti) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  Oorge 
Trevelyan,  CTharlee  Philips 
Verhey,  F.  W. 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward, John( Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Ward,  W.Dudley(Southampt'n 
Wardle,  C^eorge  J. 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E((nackmannAa 
Wason,  John  C?athcart(  Orkney ) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Nortli) 
White,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,.  J.  (Glamorgim) 
Williams,  0>I.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.W.(St.  Pancras.S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllbbs  fob  thx  NoBfrr— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Captain  CRAIG  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  provide  that  the  governing  body 
of  the  new  college  to  be  established  in 
Dublin  should  be  constituted  of  laymen. 
On  looking  through  the  Charter  it 
appeared  to  him  that  there  were  far 
too    many   rev.    gentlemen    upon    the 


governing  body,  ahd  a  limit  sheuld  be 
put  on  that  somewhere.  Hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  said  that  this  w^s  a 
democratic  Bill,  but  he  would  lil^e  to 
know  where  there  was  any  more  auto- 
cratic body  in  the  whole  world  than  the 
Qiurch  tQ  whicl^.t^e^j^belonged,     W^^ 
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those  hoB.  Members  going  to  main^am 
tbe  same  position  they  had  done  in 
Committee  npetairs  I  •  The  hon.  llember 
for  Mayo,  there  ^stated  that  he  himself 
had  felt  the  pressure  which  W&S  brought 
to  bear  Bpon  him  by  the  Cfeurrh  to 
which  he  beloi/iged,  and  that  ho  wi^"not 
able  to  tJkke  the  Arts  cotjoso  in  the  college 
at'  his  own  home,  and  that  all  he  couki 
do  was  to  join  the  college  for  the  sake 
of  seeing  the  bookk  in  the  library.  That 
was  an  intolerable  state  of  affairs.  Of 
course,  he  quite  understood  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  'East  Tyrbne  would  be  one 
of  those  mentioned  in  the  schedule  as 
belonging  to  the  governing  body,  arid 
that  he  Would  like  td  have  as  many  as 
poHsAble  of  his  own  clerical  friends  with 
him. 

♦Mb.  kettle  said  that  he  had 
suggested  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  should  try  to  have  the  gov- 
erning body  composed  of  undenomi- 
national lay  men. 

Captain  CRAIG  said,  that  as  the 
charter  at  present  stood  t^ie^e  would  be 
six  ok^gmen  in  connection  with  the 
goyewng  body  of  the  college^  and  he 
did  not  quito  knpw  the  .necessity,  there 
wa(E(  for  them  at  alL  He  was  not  ob* 
jecting  in  any  sense  of  the  word  to 
Roman  Catholios  being  properly  educated. 
All  that  he  said  was  that  they  should 
be  kept  as  far  as  possible  horn,  the 
clerical  element,  4md  that  the  University 
should  be  run  by  laymen.  It  was 
evident  that,  although  the  Bill  was 
claimed  to  be  undenominational  it  wai 
being  made  as  denominational  as  could 
be — undenominational  being  meant  for 
consumption  outside. 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  tk*t  the  hon. 
Member  was  replying  on  the  whole  of 
the  debate,  but  must  confine  himself 
to  the  Amendmeat. 

Caftain  CRAIG  said  he  was  sorry, 
but  he  felt  so  very  strongly  on  the  Bill 
that  he  had  beefi  carried  away.  He 
hoped  that  the  House,  even  at  the  last 
uM^ment,  Wonld  say  that  ^e  governing 
body  of  this  new  college  in  Dublin 
should  be  composed  of  laymen.  There 
were  many  good  Roman  Catholic  laymen 
in  frejand;     he  h^d  had  many  good 


friends  amongst  them ;  and,  there  was 
no  reason  why  Koman  Catholic  laii^men 
should  not  manage  the  college,  just  as 
miich  as  the  University.  He  would 
trust  these  m^  if  the  Government  widuld 
let  them:  have  a  trial  ;i  and' the  Liberal 
Patty  would  never  regret  it.  He  begged 
to  move.  ...» 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Arm^h,  Mid) 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — •  -^ 

*' In  p*g9  1,  line' 25,  after  the  word  *  con- 
atrtuted/  to  insert  the  words  'of  layman/ **-^ 
(Capiam  Oraig.y  * 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  woords 
*  of  laymen'  be  there  insertod," 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that  this  was  a 
■  somewhat  similar  Amendment  to  that 
dealing  with  the  governing  body  of  the 
University  which  had  been  debated 
at  an  earlier  stage,  and  he  did  npt  feel 
at  liberty  to  repeat  any  of  the  arguments 
he  had  used  on  that  Amendment.  But 
it  was  their  duty  at  evei*y  stage  to  enter 
a  protest  against  the  provisions  in  the 
Bill  which  left  the  governing  body, 
either  of  the  University  or  of  the  (college, 
at  the  mercy  of  a  potential  majority  of 
clerics  as  opposed  to  laymen.  The 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  was  simply  a  struggle  for  supre- 
macy between  the  lay  and  the  clerical 
element,  and  he  was  sure  that  if 
the  party  whip  were  ta)cen  off,  the 
House  would  decide  that  laymen,  as 
men  of  the  world,  should  have  control 
of  the  college.  If  his  hon.  and  gallant 
frend  went  to  a  division  he  would 
vot'O  with  him  as- a  protest  aga'mst  the 
Bill  as  it  was  drawn,  which  allowed 
the  clerical  element  to  predom'mate. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  said  he 
desired  to  dissociato  himself  from  all  the 
attoropts  that  w;ere  being  made  to  dis- 
qualify the  clergy  from  taking  part  in 
the  government  of  the  Universities. 

Amendment  negatived. 

*Mr.  BUTCtiERsaid  theobject  of  the 
Amendment  he  now  proposed  and  of  the 
consequential  Amendment  lower  down  on 
the  Paper  was  to  get  the  constitutionlgf 
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the  goveniing  bodies  of  the  three  con- 
stituent colleges    of  the  University  of 
Dublin  out  of  the  charter  into  the  Bill. 
Already  the  Bill  contained  the  constitution 
of  the  governing  bodies  of  the  two  Univer- 
sities, and  surely  it  was  equally  important 
that    they    should    be   able    to   debate 
in    the    House     the     constitution    of 
the    governing    bodies    of    the    three 
constituent  colleges  of  the  new  Univer- 
sity at  Dublin.     He  would  remind  the 
House  that  these  colleges  would  exercise 
a  very  powerful  influence  on  the  Univer 
sity  itself.    No  less  than  seventeen  of  the 
members  of  the  governing  body  of  the 
University  of  Dublin  were  to  be  appointed 
hy  the  constituent  colleges  of  Dublin, 
Cork,  and  Oalway.    More  than  half  the 
non-co-opted    members   of    the    Senate 
of  the  new  University  were  appointed 
by     the-   governing     bodies     of    these 
three  constituent  collets.    It  was  there- 
fore perfectly  plain  &at  these  colleges 
would  have  a  vital  influence  on  the  policy 
and  government'  of  the  new  University 
as  a  whole.     Moreover,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  these  colleges  virtually 
appointed  their  own  professors,  for  they 
selected  three  names  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  He  would  not  now  go  into  the 
detailed  differences  between  the  schedule 
he  had  put  down  as  an  Amendment  and 
the  schedule  of  the  Bill.     He  would  only 
say  that  the  main  difference,  almost  the 
only  difference,  between  them  lay  in  the 
representation  they  respectively  proposed 
to  give  to  the  municipal  and  county  bodies. 
In  the  case  of  the  college  at  Dublin,  out 
of    thirty  four    members     the    charter 
proposed   to    give    ten    representatives 
to  local  bodies.      Out  of    the  twenty- 
eight  for  the  College  of  Cork  these  were 
given    eighty    and    in  the  case  of  the 
College  of  Gal  way  out  of  twenty-six  seven 
were    to    be    representatives     of   local 
bodies.     If  the  academic  element  were 
compared  with  the  local  or  civic  element, 
it  would  be  found  that  in  the  governing 
body    of   the   college    at    Dublin    the 
acaiemic  element,  including  the  President, 
the  persons  nominated  by  the  Senate, 
the    representatives    of    professors   and 
graduates,  ataounted  to  sixteen,  and  that 
the  civic  or  local  element  numbered  ten. 
In  Cork  the  academic  element  was  sixteen 
and  the  civic  eight ;  in  Gal  way  the  academic 
element  was  twelve  and  the  civic  seven. 
It  was  right,  he  thought,  to  stimulate  local 
interest  and  generosity  by  putting  some 
representatives  on  the  governing  bodies  of 
Mr,  Butcher. 


these  constituent  colleges.    But  it  was 
obvious    that    the    proportion    in    the 
charters   overdid   the  representation   of 
the  civic  element ;  nobody  would  maintain 
for   a   moment    that  members   of   the 
county  councils  of  Ireland  were  persons 
to  whom  should  be  entrusted  the  difficult 
duty  of  choosing  candidates  for  various 
professorial  chairs.    It  might  of  coarse 
be  urged  that  the  local  element  was  not 
in  the  majority,  but  when  it  came  to  a 
divided  vote  it  was  perfectly  clear  that 
so  large  a  representation  as  ten  repre- 
sentatives of  one  particular  interest  might 
turn  the  scale,  witn  the  result  that  the  best 
men  would  not  be  elected,  but  the  second 
or  third  best.  Without  going  further  into 
details  he  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
recognise  the  great  importance  of  having 
the  bodies  constituted  in  such  a  way 
that  the  colleges  themselves  would  be 
academic    in    principle   and    in   policy. 
Edinburgh  University  was  an  instance 
of   what   he  had  in  mind.     For   some 
centuries    the    College    of    Edinburgh, 
founded  by  the  city,  was  governed  by 
the  town.     It  was  onlv  within  compara- 
tively recent  years  that  it  became  an 
entirely  independent  and  self-governing 
university.     If  ever  there  was  a  case  in 
which,  both  from  its  history,  from  the 
generosity  shown  bv  the  citizens,  and 
from  the  interest  taken  in  that  Univer- 
sity   by     the     neighbouring    counties, 
local    representation     was    right     and 
necessary,    it  was    the    case  of  Edin- 
burgh.    But  how    did   it  stand!    The 
governing  body  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh contained  only  one  representative 
of  the  civic  element  in  the  Lord  ProvosL 
His  proposal  was  that  each  of  the  govern- 
ing bodies  in  Ireland  should  have  at  least 
two  representatives  of  the  civic  element 
in  place  of  ten,  eight  and  seven  which  were 
given  them  by  the  charter. 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  formally 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*<  In  page  1,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  won! 
'  charter,'  and  to  insert  the  words  '  Schedule  to 
this  Act  entitled,  "  Constitution  of  GoTem- 
ing  Bodies  of  Constituent  Colleges." '  "—(Mr, 
Batcher,) 

Question  proposed,  "that  the  word 
« charter '  stand  part." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  the  hon  Member's 
point  seemed  di^ftizfe^b  ^^^'^^^»  ^^»  ^^*^ 


433 


Irish 


{23  July  1908} 


Universities  Bill. 


Hi 


the  eoveming  bodies  of  these  colleges 
shouhl  be  inserted  in  the  Act,  and  that 
the  bodies  as  they  appeared  in  the 
charter  were  unsatisfactory.  The  reason 
he  was  not  disposed  to  put  the  govern- 
ing bodies  in  the  Act  was  that  ho  thought 
it  was  best  to  proceed  experimentally 
with  regard  to  them  and  see  how  far  they 
worked  well  The  bodies  as  constituted 
in  the  charters  contained  a  liberal  pro- 
portion of  the  civic  element  which  he  was 
anxious  indeed  to  encourage.  He  would 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  proposed  limit 
restricting  the  civic  element,  or  to  see  his 
own  more  liberal  measure  stereotyped 
into  an  Act  of  Parliament.  If  that  were 
done  it  would  require  another  Act  of 
Parliament  to  modify  or  alter  it.  It  was 
much  preferable  to  proceed  experimentally 
by  charter  which  could  be  modifiea. 
The  bodies  as  constituted  by  the 
charters  had  been  known  for  some 
time  and  any  alteration  they  had 
undergone  had  been  in  the  direction  of 
increasing  the  academic  representation. 
He  took  the  College  of  Dublin.  What 
the  hon.  Oentleman  had  said  was  true. 
The  body  consisted  of  twenty  purely 
academic  persons.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  what  right  they  had  to  include  four 
Crown  nominees  as  academic  persons. 
The  Crown,  in  exercising  its  rights,  would 
see  to  it  that  the  representatives  it 
selected  were  persons  of  academic 
character  and  who  would  give  academic 
weight  to  the  governing  body.  It  was 
not  likely  that  the  Crown  would  go  into 
the  highways  and  byways  and  select 
county  councillors  and  other  persons  of 
whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  be  a 
little  suspicious.  He  imagined  that  the 
governing  body  would  be  very  careful  in 
exercising  its  right  of  co-option  to  ch>ose 
persons  of  academic  character.  At  any 
r'ite,  leaving  them  out  of  the  question, 
they  had  twenty  acadermic  persons  as 
against  ten  civic  persons.  He  attached 
very  great  importance  in  Ireland  to 
enlisting  the  interest  and  support  of  the 
civic  authorities.  It  had  become  very 
necessary  in  England  in  the  administration 
of  endowed  schools  and  the  like.  People 
were  no  longer  content  to  stand  by — 
great  municipalities  and  authoidties — and 
see  old  grammar  schools  and  other  places 
where  the  children  of  their  towns  were 
educated  entirely  arranged  by  academic 
persons  without  civic  authority  or  control. 
He  had  very  frequently  had  to  deal 
with  thai  question,  and  experience  had 


shown  that  the  introduction  of  a  liberal 
number  of  civic  people  into  the  governing 
bodies  of  secondary  schools  and  colleges 
did  a  great  deal  of  good.  He  did  not  think 
the  case  of  Edinburgh  was  exactly  in  point. 
The  University  of  Edinburgh  was  cele- 
brated, ancient,  and  known  throughout 
Europe.  It  did  not  require  to  be  nursed 
and  protected  by  the  Lord  Provost  and 
Corporation,  and,  therefore,  it  might  very 
well  be  that  the  City  of  Edinburgh  was 
content  to  allow  its  civic  representation 
on  the  governing  body  of  that  great 
University  to  be  confined  to  the  Lord 
Provost.  But  this  was  a  very  different 
affair.  Here  they  had  a  struggling  and 
new  university,  not  only  poor  in  its 
financial  rescmrces,  but  poor  having 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  young 
men  and  women  who  were  to  attend  it. 
They  would  require  all  the  support  they 
could  get  from  bursaries  and  the  like, 
and  from  the  rates;  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  very  foolish  indeed  in  this 
great  matter  to  be  slow  to  recognise 
civic  authority.  He  quite  agreed  that  ia 
the  recent  observations  which  he  made 
he  had  not  in  his  mind  at  the  moment  the 
proportion  which  would  exist  between  the 
academically  selected  body  and  the  civic 
authorities.  He  knew  that  civic  anthori- 
lies  would  have  to  be  there  in  a  limited 
form  in  the  proposed  schedule,  but  he 
had  not  these  particular  figures  in  his 
mind.  He  thought,  however,  on  the 
whole  that  twenty  academic  persons  as 
against  ten  civic  persons  was  a  fair  pro- 
portion. He  did  not  pretend  to  have  the 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Ireland  which 
belonged  to  people  bom  and  bred 
there,  but  really  he  had  sufficient 
confidence  in  their  good  sense  and 
in  the  good  sense  of  the  civic  authori- 
ties to  imagine  that  they  would  not  be 
hostile  or  interfere  with  the  election  of 
professors  of  Greek,  of  languages,  or  of 
philosophy  ;  he  did  not  think  that  they 
would  seek  to  thrust  some  one  man 
among  the  three  to  be  selected  by  the 
governing  body,  and  to  bo  adjudicated 
upon  by  the  supreme  Senate  of  the  feder- 
ated Universities,  In  regard  to  a  professor 
of  agriculture  they  might  have  ideas  of 
their  own,  and  he  dared  say  that  they  were 
entitled  to  have  ideas  of  their  own  on  that 
subject.  But  that  was  not  a  very  difficult 
subject  to  determine.  Therefore,  he  did 
not  think  it  ought  to  be  brought  up 
against  these  persons  that  they  would 
seek  to  adjudicate  on  the  appointment  of 
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'  profe^Qors.  He  thought  t&at  their  iuflu- 
^doe  eoidd  W  usefully  employed  for  the 
advantage  of  the  college,  and  he  did  not 
BuppoBe  ior  a  ,  moment  that  they  would 
over  Interfere  in  th^  selection  of  profee- 
SOTS  of  Greek,  languages,  or  pbi]os(4>hy. 
If  they  did  thay  were  in  a  permanent 
minori^;  and  it  nii^ht  he  relied  upon 
that  tboe4  who  were  elected  by  the 
aoademic  council  to  the  colleges  and  the 
Universities  were  as  much  likely  to  be 
present  at  the  selection  as  were  the 
members  representing  the  county  councils. 
At  all  events,  he  was  willing  to  give  the 
matter  a  fair  trial.  They  had  all  said 
that  the  thing  was  to  be  democratic.  He 
did  not  know  exactly  what  it  meant  in 
all  its.  branches,  biit  it  certainly  did  mean 
that  the  governing  body  should  be  wisely 
selected,  and  shoiud  be  based  not  merely 
on  the  academic  side,  but  also  upon  the 
popular  and  civic  side  of  the  locality 
where  the  University  was  situate. 
He  was,  therefore,  very  much  dis- 
posed, although  he  did  not  like  the 
p^rt  of  haggling  over  one  portion 
more  than  another,  to  think  the  final 
proportion— a  body  of  thirty-four  for 
Dijibliq,  would  be  better  than  his  hon. 
friend's  schedule,  which  would  reduce  the 
thirty-four  to  twenty-five,  and  would  only 
allow  the  civic  authorities  to  have  two 
representatives— the  Lord  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  and  a  person  repres  nting 
the  council.  There  would  be  only  two 
civic  representatives  out  of  a  body  of 
thirty-four.  He  thought,  on  the  whole, 
it  would  be  better  to  have  the  larger  body 
of  thirty-four,  in  which  there  would  be  an 
enormous  majority  on  the  academic  side. 
He  thought  eight  or  ten  representatives 
of  the  civic  authorities  was  better  than 
two,  which  alone  the  hon.  Member  would 
give  them.  In  the  same  way  at  Cork,  -he 
proposed  to  have  a  body  of  twenty-eight, 
whereas  the  boa.  Member  proposed  to 
have  one  of  twenty-three. 

Mb.  BUTCHER:  It  is  twenty-four. 
That  is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
confined  the  civic  authority  to  the  T^rd 
Mayor  or  other  person  representing  the 
County  Council  of  Cork,  whereas  he  had 
himself  gone  carefully  into  this  matter  in 
conjunction  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork,  and  the  President,  who  attached 
the  very  greatest  importance  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  Lord  Muyor  of  Cork, 

Mr.  Biirell, 


the  Mayor  of  Limeriek,  the  Mayor  ^<bi 
Waterford,  and  the  chairmen  or  other 
persons  representing  the  County  Councils 
of  Cork,  Waterford,  Kerry,  and  Limeriek. 
They  wanted  ,to  enlist  the  support  of 
those  persons  in  order  that  the  people  in 
those  districts  might  feel  that  they  had  a 
voice  in  the  representation.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  it^  was  better  to  have  the 
larger  body  of  twenty-eight  rather  ohan 
his  hon.  friend's  smaller  body  ctf  twentv- 
four,  and  instead  of  having  two  they  would 
have  eight  representatives  of  civic  authori- 
ties. Galway  was  a  very  difficult  case  in- 
deed. The  fortunes  of  that  college  lar^ly 
depended  upon  their  being  able  to^  enfist 
the  interest  of  the  locality  round  about 
RoscommoU)  Sligo,  and  other  towns. 
Unless  they  could  make  these  representa- 
tive bodies  of  the  k^calities  feel  that  they 
had  a  University  within  reach  of  Ga'way 
he  was  afraid  the  institution  might  have 
a  BtiflT  time  before  it,  whereas,  if  they 
really  could  under  the  new  constttntion 
make  the  people  in  all  these  towiis 
surrounding  Galway  feel  that  they  had  a 
Univei-sity  of  their  own  the  institution 
would  feel  a  beneficial  effect;  To  do 
that  it  would  be  better  to  have  twenty- 
six,  including  seven  civic  representatives. 
After  all,  there  again  the  civic  repre- 
sentatives would  be  in  a  permanent 
minority.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  he 
thought  they  were  bound  to  give  those 
places  a  chance,  and  for  his  part  he  wduld 
not  be  in  the  least  frightened  of  their 
behaving  in  an  unreawnable  manner,  or 
interfering  with  matters  in  regard  to 
which  they  obviously  did  not  possess  the 
necessary  knowledge.  He  thought,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  would  take  ^  great 
part  in  the  future  development  of  the 
colleges.  He  would  not  care  to  say  that 
those  figures,  made  after  elaborate  con- 
sultation and  enormous  correspondeAee, 
were  final.  He  preferred  to  leave  it  to 
experiment,  and  after  a  few  years  they 
might  possibly  make  some  alteration  in 
the  direction  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member.  He  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
he  was  glad  to  hear  the  Chief  Secretary'! 
reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman;  who,  he 
hoped,  would  not  further  press  his 
Amendment.  Thtiugh  the  hon.  Member 
was  a  distinguished  and  worthy  academic 
authority,  yet  he  was  perhaps  not  so 
Mcll  acquainted  as  men  of    the  workl 
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wilh  «U  the  neoeseities'  cvf  die  oaae.  The 
hoa.  Qedtleman  had  very  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  his  object  was  to  cut  down 
ttw  jpopular  representation  to  the  minimnm 
and  to  'flood  the  go¥erniQg  bodies  with 
pniesaorial  and.  taoadamioi  •  dienities^ 
T^do'Stbat  woulc^^in  his  opimon^defltroy 
one^o&vthai'heiMiiesUvpriiimples -of  thicr 
But  wUM^.was  'that'lheeai  (Juivenities 
weite  t^rbe  the  f)eopl£('8(Um««rfriti^  tto 
which '.rppoeeentatives  ctf  ^he  people- jkm«9 
eitpeetadLto.oontrBbutoi  ^nd^  iatwliOBe 
maaagement  aoneequently  ihe.repreaaiite^ 
tiv«a  tA  ^)  people  iwouklTbe  eutitledi|0' 
ha^^^a^voiee^. He" did  not  >6baiTe''t^ 
alarm  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
acfriemk  i^emtot  t>n  thoae  governing* 
bo4ie»  w>nld  be  w^akenedj  He  though 
thtrvdaogac*  was  nuthec  the  other  wiiy. 
It?,>m%bt  be  too  pnedoipiniant^  a|id  *  it 
migbt-be  that  these  academic  personages 
wAttUiaU  into  a  oondiiion  of  aleepiness 
andi  inertia  imless  they  thad  a  healthy 
pqblte  opinion  behind  them.  *  He  thon^tt 
the  €hiei  Secretary  was  absolutely 
rightt  in  anticipating  that  these  terrible 
lord  mayors  and  oo«inty  councillors 
would  really  have  no  ambition  to  teeeh 
Greek    or    physical    seienee.      So    far 


{23  July  1908}  Vmvemii)Rh  ML  i^ 

might  be  of  the  success  of  these  Univer- 
sities in  an  academic  and  every  other  way. 


^M^.  CHAR^^ES  CRAIG  siid  he  give 
this  proposal  his^heartv  support.  The 
pci^tiort  whidh  'th©^  Chfef  Secretary  had 
taken  npWas  to  a  v^ry  large  extent  different 
from  t?hat  which  be  tdok  nip  on  tba  First 
Reading;  JH*«}iWlb^n;  s^ileakfrtg,  it  was 
trile  of  the  B^hate  ofP  the  Unfverdti'efd,  and 
H0tH)f  ihe^goi^enling  bodies  of  the  colleges, 
diat  the  Seftetei*  wtoyld  be  academically 
•electa  bodies,  and  anyl)ody  ;whp  baa  th3 
honoar  of  findin^'himself  a  member  theYe- 
after  of  oilier  of  these  Senates  would  be 
sa'beicatise  he  had 'received  the  votes  of 
the'  professors  and  gradual^  of  the 
y^nlversifcies.  The  same  idea  tai[i  tht'o'ugh 
his  whole  speeii^'wheri  deAlirtgVirtth  the 
qtiesti^  <  f  the  governing  bodies,  and  he 
saM'ft  waft  thought  three  yeairs:  would  be 
siiffidielat  a8*the  period  of  netninatiQn, 
and  after  these' three  years  thev  aho 
wdttM*  be  acadeihically  elected  bodi^. 
The  iiAprdssion  left  on  bis  mind  fi^om 
the  Chief  Secretary's  speech  was 
totally  different  from  the  impression 
which  he  obtained  frotir  reading  the 
Charter    himself.        The   c^e    of    the 


as  Cork  College  was  concerned,  at  all  |  Dublin  college  was  nearer  perfection 
events,  he  thought  they  would  rather  than  either  of  the  other  two,  although  it 
act  in  the  direction  followed  by  wa^  still  along  way  from  perfection,  but 
Birmingham;  University  of  enoouragirig '  be  fotmd  that  taking  those  who  were 
looal  initiative^  with  a  view  to  the  '  nominated  by  the  Crown  as  academic 
d^icalopment  of  special  local  industries  '  members,  which  of  course  did  not  tieces- 
and  the  practical  means  of  life.  With  '  sarily  follow,  there  were  on  a  board  of 
thiit  object)  in  his  opinion,  the  presence   thirty-f6ur  fottrteen  members  who  were 


on  these. bead  bodies  of  local  business 
men  of  oapaoity,  skilkd  agriculturists, 
and  others,  was  quite  as  essential,  an 
ingi^edient  of  success  as  the  presence 
of  •  more  .learned  professors  would  be. 
Tbe^  Chief  Secretary  had  pointed  out 
that  'tbe^  effect  of  this  consequential 
AjttMidment  would  4>e  that  outsile 
Cork,  no  corporation  or  county  council 
WMild  luure  any  representation^  what- 
ever, and  the  result  would  be  to  deprive 
Cc»^  of .  any  reasonable  claim  it  might 
have  for  the  assistance  of.  other  counties. 
Tbere,  was  really  no.  earthly  reason  that 
he  could  understand  -why  the  desire  of 
th|M90  popahir  bodies  \o  give  <a  helping 
hand  to  the  great  work  of  Cork 
College  should  be  'deliberately  cut  oat. 
In  every  matter  connected  With  the  Bill 
they  wpuld  really  have  to  trust  p^pljC, 
and  the  more  influenoe  tb^y  gave  jto 
sturdy  ckmocri^  opijpioii  the  aurer  they 


not  acadeihic  members.  The  duties 
which  fell  on  the  governing  body 
of  a  college  were  purely  academic  duties, 
so  technical  that  a  person  who  had  not 
gone  through  a  University  himself  Would 
be  very  ill-adapted  to  carry  them  out. 
In  the  case  of  Gatway  and  Cprk  the  pto^  . 
portion  was  still  more  gross.  In  the  case 
of  C(M"k  they  had  twelve  unacademic 
members  of  the  governing  body,  and 
sixteen*  academic  members.  In  thjit  case 
they  were  almost  approaching  the  point 
where  the  unacademic  equalled  the 
academic  members.  In  the  case  of 
Galway  it  was  even  worse.  There 
was  an  assortment  of  ten  persons  drawn 
from  counties  all  around  (ialway,  to  six- 
teen academically  appointed  mem)>er3. 
The  Qhief  Secretary  gave  it  as  a  reason 
for,  the  appointment  of  these  pen- 
academio  members  that  without  interest^ 
ing  Uie  counties  the  Unrversities 

Digitized  by  ^  ^' 


439 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Universiiies  BilL 


440 


a  failure.    He  begged  to  dififer  altogether 
on  that  point.     If  the  Universities  could 
only  bo  made  a  success  by  allowing  the 
counties  of  Leitrim,  Mayo,  Roscommon, 
Sligo,  and  Clare  as  well  as  Galway,  to 
elect  representatives  to    the    governing 
body  of  the  colleges,  and  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  these  means  of  exciting 
public  interest  in  the  college,  it  was  not 
likely  to  be  a  success  under  any  circum- 
stances.    On  the  contrary,    just  as   he 
believed  Queen's  College,  Galway,  would 
have  been  a  success  long  ago  had  it  not 
been  for  the  ban  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy,   and   would  at  present  be  a 
thriving  and  a  highlv  useful  institution, 
so  would  the  new  college  which  had  the 
approval  of  the  hierarchy  be  a  success  so 
far  as  numbers  were  concerned.  The  same 
thing  applied  to  Cork.     He  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  under  the  new  scheme 
proposed  by  the  Bill,  both  Galway  and 
Cork,  when  the  edict  went  forth  that 
Roman  Catholics  might  make  use  of  them, 
would-be  filled  in  a  very  short  time.  It  was 
a  great  deal  better,  in  his  view,  that  purely 
academic  and  purely  technical  University 
affairs  connected  with  the  colleges  should 
1)0   left  in  the  hands  of  men  who  had 
themselves  gone   through  a  University, 
and    who    knew     something    about    its 
management.       Such       persons       were 
obviously  better    fitted  to  manage  the 
University    than    persons     who    would 
be    sent    there      by     various    munici- 
]jal       and      county      authorities       out 
side.       He  had  had  some  small  experi- 
ence  in  the  management  of  a  hospital 
and  he  was  on   the  governing  body  of 
a  large  hospital  in  Belfast,  and  his  ex- 
perience there  was    that    on    technical 
questions    the    whole  tendency   was  to 
leave  the  settlement  in  the  hands  of  those 
members    of    the  governing  body   who 
happened  to  be  doctors.     The  same  thing 
would  happen  in  this  case,  and  the  locally 
elected  members  of  the  governing  body 
would  have  to  leave  the  management  of 
purely  technical  affairs  to  the  academic  part 
of  the  council,  and  it  would  be  much  better 
that  local  representation  should  be  mini- 
mised as  much  as  possible.     He  had  also 
found  that  the  professional  part  of  the 
governing  body  in  the  case  of  the  hospital 
lie    had    spoken    of    was    always    very 
much  less  liable  to  be  influenced  by  out- 
side pressure.     If  a  new  doctor  was  to 
be  appointed  very  great  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  on  the  members  of  the 
governing  body  who  were  not  professional 


men.  That  pressure  was  much  more 
seldom  brought  to  bear  on  the  doctors, 
and  even  if  it  was  they  were  always 
inclined  to  look  at  the  thing  much  more 
from  a  purely  professional  point  of  view 
than  were  the  outside  members  of  the 
governing  body,  and  precisely  the  same 
thing  would  happen  m  the  case  of  the 
governing  bodies  of  the  colleges.  In 
Galway  he  could  quite  imagine,  when  the 
question  came  up  of  the  appointment  of 
a  professor,  there  would  be  an  enormous 
number  of  outsiders  who  really  knew 
very  little  about  the  qualifications  of  the 
applicants,  and  he  was  quite  sure  these 
various  representatives  in  the  seven  or 
eight  counties  would  be  liable  to  a  very 
great  deal  of  pressure,  and  the  chances 
of  the  wrong  man  being  elected  would 
be  very  much  greater  in  the  case  of 
a  body  formed  as  it  was  under  the 
Chief  Secretary's  scheme  than  it  would 
be  under  the  scheme  which  his  hon. 
friend  proposed.  This  was  a  purely 
technical  point,  into  which  the  ques- 
tion of  denomi  nationalism  or  undenomi- 
nationalism  did  not  enter  very  much, 
but  he  thought  it  a  most  imp  rtant  one, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  very 
seriously  consider  it  before  they  rejected 
the  proposal. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  thev  had  heard  a 
great  deal  in  the  course  of  the  argument 
about  the  desirability  of  giving  these 
civic  bodies  representation.  He  thought 
as  much  interest  would  be  taken  by  local 
people  in  the  local  University  whether 
members  of  the  county  councils  were  on 
the  governing  body  or  not.  All  this 
proceeded  from  the  mistaken  application 
of  the  theory  that  where  there  was  a 
contribution  coming  from  a  local  body, 
the  local  body  was  entitled  to  representa- 
tion. But  it  was  not  suggested  here  that 
there  was  any  contribution  from  local 
bodies,  and  they  had  no  right  to  be 
represented.  If  they  put,  people  who 
were  themselves  elected  ihto  a  position 
of  responsibility  on  the  governing  bodies, 
the>  would  be  exposing  those  people  to 
very  severe  pressure  from  their  own  elec- 
tors. He  did  not  think  the  members  would 
value  it  at  all.  They  knew  very  well  in 
local  government  administration  the  in- 
tense pressure,  in  some  cases  bribery,  he 
was  soriy  to  say,  especially  in  the  south 
and  west  of  Ireland.  [Cries  of  "No."] 
It  was  quite  easy  to  say  "  No,'*  but  oises 
were  in  the  jmblic^b^w^i^^if^^bai^ges. 
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at  any  rate,  had  been  made  and  tried. 
If  this  happened  in  local  administration, 
he  fanciea  the  local  administrators  who 
were  placed  on  these  bodies  would  be 
exposed    to  very  much  the  same  inflo- 
eoces,  and   he  did  not  think  it  wis  to 
their  good,  or  that  it  added   anything 
to    the    stability    of    the    University. 
They  would  canvass  for  the  election  of 
professors  just  as  they  would  for  the 
appointment  of  a  charwoman  or  a  gate 
pDrter.     But    there    were    many    more 
important    points    to    deal    with.    The 
proposal  in  the  Bill  was  that  the  entire 
cDustitution  of  the  governing  body  of  the 
three  local  colleges  was  to  be  carried  out 
by  charter.     As  a  matter  of  fact  they 
knew  that  a  charter  was  the  act  of  the 
Sovereign  and  it  was  only  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  that  they  had  been 
able    to  see    the    (Lraft    charter.      The 
House  had  no  power  to  control  the  issue 
to-morrow    of    another    revised    draft 
charter  in  entirely  different  terms.    When 
these  colleges  had  been  in  existence  six 
months  and  the  money  had  been  voted, 
the*o  was  nothing  to  prevent  another 
charter  being  issued,  and  the  House  would 
have    no    control  whatsoever  over  the 
governing  bodies  of  those  colleges,  and  the 
whole   face  of  their  creation  could  be 
changed  without  the  intervention  of  the 
House.     Surely  this  was  a  case  in  which  it 
was  both  possible  and  desirable  that  the 
constitution  of  the  governing  bodies  should 
bo  laid  down  by  statute.    The  Bill  itself 
contained  the  constitution  of  the  govern- 
ing   bodies   of   the    Universities.     That 
was  provided  for  by  statute,  and  when  the 
Chief  Secretary  said  that  he  did  not  want 
a  stereotj^d  form  that  was  his  way  of 
altering  by  charter  what  did  not  suit  him. 
He  thought  that  argument  would  apply 
equally  to  creating  the  governing  body  of 
the  University  by  charter,  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  done  that  and  he 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  colleges  should  not  be  con- 
trolled by  the  House.    Why  was  it  not 
done  in  this  case,  because  that  was  the 
popular  tendency?      London  University 
was  controlled  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
surely  it  was  right  that  where  Parliament 
voted  money  it  should  impose  conditions 
which  could  only  be  altered  by  the  consent 
of  Parliament.    Notwithstanding  this  the 
Chief   Secretary  said  that  he  wus  not 
going  to  pat  the  ooostitution  of  these 


colleges  into  a  Bill  on  account  of  the  in- 
convenience of  having  them  altered  by 
Parliament.  The  moment  he  said  that  he 
gave  the  whole  of  his  case  away.  Those 
who  were  jealous  of  tho  privileges  of  the 
House  ought  to  insist  that  the  rights  and 
the  power  to  control  the  collges  now 
being  created  should  be  protected  in  this 
way.  He  thought  his  hon.  friend  had 
done  a  valuable  service  in  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  kind  of 
interference  by  charter,  because  they  were 
losing  by  this  procedure  all  control  of  the 
governing  bodies  of  these  three  colleges. 
Unless  some  reason  was  given  for 
differentiating  th3  treatment  between  the 
Universities  and  these  three  colleger, 
he  hoped  the  House  in  defence  of  its  own 
interests  and  in  accordance  with  more 
recent  developments  would  vote  for  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Cambridge  University. 

*SiB  WILLIAM  ANSON  thought 
this  was  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance  and  he  regretted  tiiat  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  been  obliged  to 
leave  the  House.  The  question  was  not 
whether  the  schedule  of  his  hon.  friend 
or  that  of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  the 
better.  Local  authorities  played  a 
large  part  in  the  schedules  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  he  would  be  the  last 
person  to  contest  the  right  of  local 
authorities  to  be  represented  on  the 
governing  bodies  and  institutions  to 
which  they  made  contributions  or  in 
which  they  were  necessarily  locally 
interested.  He  knew  the  value  of  the 
assistance  which  local  authorities  had 
given  in  education  in  this  country  too 
well  to  doubt  that  in  Ireland  they 
would  be  efficient  and  desirous  of  pro- 
moting education  in  the  areas  over 
which  they  presided.  He  did  not  wish 
to  raise  any  question  of  the  merits  of 
these  two  governing  bodies  proposed 
respectively  by  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
the  Member  for  Cambridge  University. 
What  he  wished  was  to  impress  upon 
the  House  that  after  a  large  sum 
of  money  had  been  allocated  by 
Parliament,  it  was  not  right  that 
the  House  should  be  debarred  from 
considering  what  was  to  be  the  con- 
stitution of  the  bodies  by  whom  the 
money  was  going  to  be  spent.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  to  leave  this  matter 
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to  be  dtealt  with  by  charter  was  quite 
cofntrary  to  the  spirit  in  which  they 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  dealing  with 
8'icfa  Blatters.  He  was  not  speaking  with 
any  hostility  to  the  measure  before 
them,  and  there  was  no  question  of 
denominationalism  or  undenominational- 
ism  in  the  matter.  He  simply  -wanted 
to  insist  upon  the  right  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  determine  the  constitution 
of  bodies  which  were  going  to  spend  a 
large  sum  of  public  money,  and  as  he 
had  not  heard  a  single  argument  against 
that  point  from  the  other  side  he  should 
support  >  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
frieiid. 

♦Mr.  butcher  said  he  would  like 
to  reply  to  one  or  two  of.  the  speeches. 
The  CSiief  Secretary  had  said  that  the  con- 
stitution of  tliese  colleges  was  entirely 
experimental  and,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  put  in  the  charter  rather  than  in  the 
Act.  But  if  the  constitution  of  the  col- 
leges was  experimental,  so,  too,  was  the 
constitution  of  the  Universities,  and  as 
had  already  been  pointed  out,  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  not  ventured  on 
that  account  to  withdraw'  the  constitu- 
tion, of  the  two  Universities  from 
discussim  in  the  House.  They  all  held 
together,  those  £ve  .bodies^  tiie  two 
Universities,  and  the  three  constituent 
colleges.  In  comparing  the  different 
elements  which  went  to  form  these 
governing  bodies.  o£  the  colleges  it 
had  been  assumed  that  the  nominees 
of  the  Crown  should  -be  regarded  ^as 
an*  academic  element.  Looking  at 
the  history  of  appointments  in  Ireland 
he  was  Hot  quite  able  to*  lassume 
that  the  nominees,  of  the  Crown  would  be 
of '^at  eharacter."  In  Committee,' he 
hwi'movoA  to  reduce  the  nominees  lof  the 
Crowfti  butt  he  did  not  wisH'  to  have 
instead  a  preponderating  element  of 
coundllots.  •  At  'thiB  same  time  lo^  it  be 
understood  that  he  was  not  against  a 
mixed  cohstitution,  for  he  desired  that 
there  should  be  others  than  academic 
pers6ns  on  those  bodies.  He  had  sefen 
himselt  in  the  practical  working  of  such 
governing  bodies  great '  advantage  come 
from  the  iht^duction  into  academic 
bbdiiEis  of  iVicn  of  business  with  civic 
experience,  itt  close  touch  with  the 
communities  they  represented.  There- 
fere,    he     desired     that    this    eletnent 

Sir  fFilliam  Anson. 


should  be  rep^eseated  only  noi;  in  any 
undue  proportion.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  had  spoken  of  the  advantage  that 
came  from  bringing  a  whiff  or  breath 
of  public  air  into  those  closer  academic 
bodiei  and  he  quite  agreed  with  him. 
If  he  were  dealing  only  with  the  College  of 
Cork  he  would  be  strongly  tempted 
to  leave  the  constitution  as  it  was,  because 
he  had  already  seen  partly  in.  the  muni- 
ficent action  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
himself  and  in  the  keen  intereit 
which  a  great  many  persons  in  Cork 
had  taken  in  this  question  a  pledge  and 
promise  that  popular  representation  in 
Cork  would  not  be  tempted  to  abuse  its 
powers.  But  they  were  now  laying 
down  a  constitution  which  was  to  last 
for  years,  and  be  applicable  to  all  the 
College?.  The  Chief  Secretary  had  said 
that  he  had  perfect  confidence  that  the 
county  councils  of  Ireland  would  not 
interfere  with  patronage ;  but  if  that 
was  so  it  would  be  the  very  firit 
instance  in  which  the  county  councils 
had  refn^ined  from  exercising  the 
privilege.  If  there  was  one  thing 
above  another  that  brought  together 
county  councillors  from  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  country  it  was  the 
exercise  of  patronage.  He  did  not 
suggest  that  they  would  have  some 
malign  influence  over  the  college  in 
their  own  neighbourhood,;  but  what- 
ever they  knew  about  other  things, 
they  did  not  know  much  about 
the  government  and  policy  of  Univer- 
sities. They  might  or  might  not  hive 
k  political  bias.  He  did  not  rest  it 
on  that,  but  on  the  fact  that  though 
it  was  wise  to  excite  their  interest  and 
elicit  their  generosity,  it  was  not  wise 
to  put  so  much  power  in  their  hands.  To 
sum  it  all  up,  his  one  object  in  this  Amend* 
ment,  as  in  the  others  that  he  had  put 
down,  was  to  start  these  Universities 
land  colleges  on  lines  that  would 
iensure  a  successful  future.  In  order  to 
do  that,  his  confident  belief  w6is  that 
they  should  be  kept  free  a&  far  as 
possible  from  all  religious  and  political 
outside  influences,  and  that  the  Univer- 
sity element,  as  distinct  from  the  civic 
element,  ought  largely  to  preponderate 
in  the  government. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  agreed  that  the  problem 
was  to  combine  the  academid  and  civic 
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elements.  No  University  had  been  estab- 
lished of  late  years  on  any  other  prin- 
ciple than  that  of  invoking  the  aid  of 
the  locality  were  it  was  situated,  and 
anybody  who  knew  anything  of  the  work 
of  primary  or  secondary  education  knew 
that  it  was  hopeless  to  establish  a  Uni- 
versity without  the  presence  on  the 
governing  body  of  representatives  of 
the  locality.  It  was  most  desirable 
that  they  ^ould  reserve  to  themselves 
greater  liberty  to  try  the  experiment 
of  these  governing  bodies  rather  than 
to  stereotype  them  in  the  Bill ;  but 
the  House  would  never  consent  to  the 
minimising  of  the  civic  element  that  was 
contained  in  the  hon.  Member's  schedule. 


The  whole  question  was  what  proportion 
they  were  to  fix  between  the  civic  and 
academic  elements.  There  was  a  very 
considerable  difference  between  the  hon. 
(Jentleman  and  himself.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman cut  the  civic  representatives  in 
Cork  down  to  two ;  while  preserving 
the  academic  majority  he  desired  to 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  county  coim- 
cils  of  that  great  province  which  the 
University  would  serve,  and  he  could 
not,  therefore,  accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  249 ;  Noes, 
38.    (Division  List  No.  216.) 


Abraliam, William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Ghristohttrch) 

Ambro«e,  Robert 

Armitage,  R. 

Baker,  JoBODh  A.  (Finsbury^E.) 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Barnard,  £.  B. 

Bamee,  G.  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaachamp,  E. 

Book,  A.  CeoU 

Bell,  Richard 

BellairB,  Carlyon 

Beim,W.(TVrHamlet8,S.€leo. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Boland,  John 

Boulton,  A  C.  P. 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A       •  <  ^ 

Branoh,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bnmner,  J.  P.  L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon,  John 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Chance,  Predreiok  William 

Cheetham,  John  Prederiok  I 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hem.  R.  R. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

ClelaDd,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William] 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  ThomleT 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Cbndon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett,C  H  (STiB8ex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A  • 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Cullinau,  J. 
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Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Daliiel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Bplany,  William 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dickinson,  W.H.  (St.Pancras,N. 
DiUon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Dnokworth,  James 
Doffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Funiees 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh)  , 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskiue,  David  C. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
F&ench,  Ptoter 
Field,  William 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Puller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Pcabcdy  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,Rt  Hn.Sir  W.Brampton 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Jln.L.(RosBendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir(MerthyT  Tydvil)^ 
Harm8worth,CecJl  B.(Worc'r)  ,f 
Harrington,  Timolhy 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyphire)^ 
HalFam,  Lewis  (Monmcuth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
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Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  T.  Amokl  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hogan,  Michael 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter  j 

Hyde,  Clarendon  \ 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jac^n,  R.  S. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

JoneB,Sir  D.  Brynmor(Swansea 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael  ] 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lament,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

LundoB,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

Mac  Veigh,Charle8(Donegal,E. )  j 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'l^ren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Marlihem,  Aithur  Basil 

Mainhim.  F.  J. 

Meapher,  Mi(  had  ' 

Mcchan,  Frf-ncis  E.  (Lcitrfm.N. 

Mcehfln,patikk  A.(Qucf  n's  Co. 
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Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Natheniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport _] ' 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall)  "^ 
Morgan,  J.  lioyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morse,  L.  L. 
Mumaghan,  Qeorge 
Murphey,  John  (^erry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
0'Donnell,T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

0'Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnossy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pjarce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pollard,  Dr. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,Central) 
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Price,8ir  Robert  J.(Norfolk,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.  (Waterford 

Redmond,  William  (CUre) 

Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm*th 

Richards,T.F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,Sir  JohnH.(Denbighs.) 

Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradfrd 

Robinson,  S. 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

RusseU,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(C]eveland) 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Show,Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sibock,  Thomas  Ball 

Simon,  John  AUsebrook 

•Smeaton,  Donald  Mackensie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,S.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Spioer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,Hn.A.  L3rulph  (CSiesh.) 
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Steadman,  W.  C. 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

SummerbeU,  T. 

Taylor,  Austm  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Ta^OT,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thome^  G.  R.(Wolverhampton) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  George 

Vemey,  P.  W. 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Wason,  John  Cathoart  (Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,Rt.Hn.SirThoma8P. 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Wood,  T.  McKinnon 

Young,  Samuel 

Tellbbs  for  thi  Ayks — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Anson,  Sir^William  Reynell 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Bak^arres,  Lord 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

CJare,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Clark,  George  Smith 

Collins,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancra8,W 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Craig,Charles  Curtis(Antrim,S. 

Craig,CaptainJames  (Down,E.) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 


NOES. 

Fell,  Arthur 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hill,  Sir  aement 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Joynson- Hicks,  William 
Lane.Fox,  G.  R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 


Massie,  J. 

Moore,  William 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Percy,  Earl 

Rawlinson,JohnFrederickPeel 

Roberts,S.  (Sheffiekl,EcclesaU) 

StaTeley-Hill,  Henry  (StaflTsh. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Thomson,W.Mitohell.(Lanark) 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

TblTiBrs  for  thb  Nobs — 
Mr.  Butcher  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Barrie. 


Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  2,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  the,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  any  such  new.*  " 
—{Mr,  BirreU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  Charter,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  an  alteration  of  an 
existing  Charter.*  **— (Jfr.  BirreU,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  said  that  in 
the  absence  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  University  he  wished  to  move 
an  Amendment,  of  which  he  himself  had 
also  given  notice.  The  main  object  of  his 
Amendment  was  to  give  in  the  first 
instance  powers  of  recognising  institu- 
tions and  teachers  to  the  Statu- 
tory Commissioners  rather  than  to  the 
Senate.  As  soon  as  the  functions  of  the 
Statutory  Commissioners  ceased  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  of  the 
University  to  recognise  any  institution 
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that  they  liked.  Personally,  he  thought 
that  it  would  be  a  very  great  advantage  if, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  Statutory  Com- 
missioners should  be  empowered,  as 
they  were  not  by  the  Bill,  to  recognise 
institutions  which  would  receive  the 
privileges  referred  to  in  the  clause.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  it  was  desirable 
that  those  powers  should  be  given  to  the 
Statutory  Commissioners.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Statutory  Commissioners 
might  be  said,  without  any  disrespect  to 
the  new  Senate,  to  be  a  more  judicial 
body  than  the  Senate.  They  would  be 
altogether  freer  from  external  influences 
or  pressure  being  brought  to  bear  upon 
them.  Further  than  that,  they  were 
a  very  much  smaller  body,  ten  in  the  case 
of  the  Dublin  University,  and  seven  in  the 
case  of  the  Belfast  University.  He 
thought  that  such  a  body  would  be  able 
to  consider  the  evidence  that  might 
be  submitted,  and  adjudicate  on  the 
claims  of  institutions  to  be  recognised 
as  part  of  the  University  very  much 
better  than  the  Seaate  which  consisted  of 
thirty  or  forty  members.  He  must  say 
that  there  was  a  good  precedent  for  the 
course  he  recommended.  In  the  case  of 
the  London  University,  the  Statutory 
Commissioners  actually  put  into  the 
Schedule  of  the  Statutes  certain  schools 
which  became  schools  of  the  University. 
Moreover,  they  scheduled  at  the  same 
time  the  first  list  of  teachers  who  were 
to  be  regarded  as  recognised  teachers  of 
the  University.  There  were  special 
reasons  why  the  Statutory  Com- 
missioners should  exercise  that  power 
in  the  case  of  the  two  new  Universities 
in  Ireland.  He  did  not  think  there 
could  be  any  doubt  whatever  that  the 
Statutory  Commissioners  as  well  as  the 
Senate  of  the  University  which  was  to 
have  its  seat  in  Dublin,  would  recognise 
Maynooth  as  one  of  the  colleges  to  which 
this  privilege  was  to  be  given.  Personally, 
he  had  never  seen  any  objection  to  the 
recognition  of  Maynooth,  although 
siaiilar  objections  applied  to  Maynooth 
which  had  been  urged  against  Magee 
CjUege.  He  did  not  think  there 
was  any  hkelihood  of  'the  Statutory 
Commissioners,  with  the  strong  evidence 
which  would  be  brought  before  them 
as  to  the  importance  of  recognising 
the  College  of  Maynooth,  refusing 
to   do   so,      But    there     was    another 


college  much  more  closely  connected 
with  the  educational  life  of  Ireland, 
which  it  seemed  to  him  it  was  still  more 
important  should  be  recognised  in  the 
new  University  to  be  established  in  Dublin. 
He  was  not  so  certain  that  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  would  receive  the 
same  measure  of  recognition  from  the 
Senate  to  be  appointed  as  he  believed 
it  would  from  the  Statutory  Commission- 
ers, after  hearing  all  the  evidence  as  to 
its  claims.  He  referred,  as  he  had  done 
in  the  Committee  upstairs,  to  the  im- 
portance of  closely  associating  one  of 
these  new  Universities  with  the  Royal 
College  of  Science;  and  there  were 
several  reasons  why  that  College 
should  be  associated  with  the  now 
University  at  Dub'in.  He  ventured 
to  think  that  one  of  the  first  duties 
of  the  Commissioners  would  be  so 
to  arrange  matters  that  there  should 
be  no  overlapping  nor  cause  of  friction 
between  the  Koyal  College  of  Science 
and  the  University  to  be  established 
in  Dublin.  The  time  had  long  since 
passed  when  humanistic  studies  were 
regarded  as  the  main  subject  upon  which 
a  course  of  UniFersity  education  should 
be  founded.  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
had  both  created  schools  of  applied 
science  in  which  engineering  and  agri- 
culture were  taught,  and  every  new 
Univerdity  which  had  been  established 
in  this  country  had  made  its  faculty  of 
applied  science  one  of  the  most  important 
in  the  University.  If  they  looked  abroad 
they  found  the  same  thing.  In  France 
new  Universities  had  been  established  in 
many  towns,  and  attached  to  them  all 
were  what  were  called  special  schools, 
in  which  some  branch  of  applied  science 
or  technology  was  made  an  essential  pait 
of  the  instruction.  In  Germany,  for  a 
long  period,  two  sets  of  Universities  had 
been  in  existence.  That  was  to  say,  the 
teaching  of  applied  science  had  been 
divorced  from  University  education. 
The  Germans  themselves  acknowledged 
that  no  greater  mistake  was  ever  made, 
and  that  if  they  were  establishing  their 
Universities  afresh,  they  would  attach 
the  faculties  of  engineering  and  applied 
science  to  the  Universities.  In  Ireland, 
of  all  countries,  it  was  very  important 
that  great  prominence  should  be  given 
to  the  teaching  of  applied  science  and 
technology,  and  for  that  reason  he 
strongly  urged  that  the  Commissioners  to 
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be  appointed  should  have  t^he  power  of 
recognising  the  Royal  College  of  Science. 
There  comd  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
in  the  new  University  at  Dublin  applied 
science  would  be  taught,  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  there  was  no  room 
in  Dublin  for  three  efficient  schools  of 
applied  science.  There  was  already  such 
a  school  in  coinnection  with  Trinity 
College,  and  there  was  the  Royal  College 
of  Science,  and  it  would  be  a  lamentable 
waste  of  effort  and  money  if  separate 
laboratories  were  to  be  established  in 
connection  with  the  new  University, 
having  regard  to  the  excellent  arrange- 
ments that  now  existed  for  the 
teaching  of  different  branches  of 
pare  and  applied  science  in  the 
Koyal  College  of  Science.  Complaint 
was  made  that  the  amount  of  money 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  new  Univer- 
sity for  building  and  maintenance  was 
insufficient,  but  if  use  were  made  of  the 
facilities  for  the  teaching  of  science 
which  already  existed  in  connection  wiih 
the  Royal  College  of  Science,  a  large 
amount  of  money  would  be  set  free  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  those  hostels 
which  were  such  an  important  part  of 
the  organisation  of  a  University.  Only 
recently  a  Departmental  Committee,  of 
which  the  Minister  for  War  was  Chair- 
man and  of  which  he  himself  had  been  a 
member,  recommended  that  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  and  School  of  Mines 
at  South  Kensington,  together  with  the 
City  Guilds  Technical  College  should  be 
united  in  a  new  Institution  to  be  known 
as  the  Imperial  College  of  Science  and 
Technology  and  should  be  affiliated 
to  the  University  of  London,  and  only 
yesterday  it  was  admitted  as  a  school 
of  the  University.  But  for  that  recom- 
mendation the  Imperial  College  might 
have  preferred  to  remain  apart.  It  was 
for  that  reason  that  he  wished  the  Statu- 
tory Commissioners  to  have  power  to 
recognise  such  colleges  as  they  might 
think  should  be  at  once  affiliated. 
Suppose  that  recognition  did  not  take 
place,  what  would  happen  1  How  were  the 
students  of  the  Royal  College  of  Science 
to  obtain  University  degrees  1  The  Royal 
University  was  already  abolished,  and 
the  students  of  applied  science  would 
not  be  able  to  obtain  a  degree  at  all 
unless  this  college  was  recognised  as  part 
of  the  University.  The  students  of  this 
institution,  which  had  done  a  roost  import- 
ant work  for  the  last  forty  years,  would  not 
^ir  ridli^  Magnus^ 


otherwise  be  able  to  obtain  degrees  from 
the  new  University.  What  he  had  said 
with  regard  to  Dublin  applied  equally 
to  the  University  at  Belfast.  He  had 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  that  the 
Technical  Institute  of  Belfast  should  be 
represented  on  the  governing  body  of 
the  University  of  Belfast.  It  was 
essential  that  there  should  be  the 
closest  intimacy  between  the  two.  There 
were  branches  of  engineering  taught  at 
the  Queen's  College  and  other  branches 
taught  at  the  Technical  Institute,  and  it 
was  essential  that  there  should  be  no 
overlapping.  The  amount  of  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  new  University  was 
not  too  great,  and  it  was  most  important 
that  the  teaching  should  be  properly  co- 
ordinated, and  that  these  institutions, 
which  were  at  present  giving  instruction 
in  applied  science,  should  be  affiliated. 
He  begged  to  move. 

*Mr.  BUTCHER  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. As  the  Bill  at  present  stood 
affiliation  ^  could  be  carried  out  cttily  by 
the  University  governing  body.  But 
there  would  be  an  interval  of  two, 
perhaps  of  three  years,  during  which 
the  Commissioners  were  exercising  their 
powers  and  no  affiliation  would  be 
possible.  During  this  interregnum  the 
affiliation  of  a  particular  college  or 
institute  might  become  pressing,  for  one 
of  the  first  duties  of  the  Commissioners 
would  be  to  draw  out  the  general  frame- 
work  of  study  and  to  organise  the 
faculties.  Now  the  faculty  of  science 
could  hardly  be  constituted  unless  the 
existing  machinery  for  the  teaching 
of  science  in  Dublin  was  at  once 
utilised.  He  reminded  the  House  that 
the  Royal  College  of  Science  was  the  only 
college  in  Ireland  which  the  Robertson 
Commission  recommended  for  immediate 
affiliation.  As  the  Bill  stood,  however, 
the  whole  organisation  <5f  the  science 
faculty  would  have  to  be  postponed 
for  two  or  three  years  until  the 
powers  of  the  Commissioners  expired, 
i»nd  the  Senate  became  the  body 
responsible  for  the  government  of  the 
University.  This  was  a  matter  of 
urgent  importance,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  any  reason  why  the  Com- 
missioners should  not  be  entrusted  with 
the   power.      The  Chief  Secretary  said 

;  he  desired  to  leave  the  governing 
body   of   the   University  free;   but   the 

I  Statutory  Commissioners    were  a  body 
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quite  as  responsible  as  would  be  tho  new 
governing  bodies,  and  were,  moreover, 
invested  witli  powers  far  greater 
than  this  which  was  denied  them. 
Possibly  there  were  one  or  two  other 
affiliations  which  ought  to  be  carried 
out  at  once.  .  He  thought  it  ex- 
tremely likely  that  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  ought  to  be  affiliated 
without  delay;  but  in  proposing  ttat 
the  Commissioners  should  have  this 
power,  he  was  not  suggesting  that  reluc- 
tant bodies  should  be  affiliated  by  force. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  2,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  which  ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  the  Commissioners,  and 
after  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners 
determine.!' — {Sir  Philip  Mcignusi. ) 

Question  proposed,  **That  those  words 
be  there  iAsertcd  in  the  Bill.'* 

Mb.  BIRRELL  said  that  whilst  in 
accord  witk  a  great  deal  of  what  the 
hon.  Members  had  said,  he  really  did 
not  see  the  necessity  of  the  Amendxnent. 
He  was  the  last  person  in  the  world  to 
doubt  the  qualifications  of  the  body  of 
gentlemen  who,  at  great  self-sacrifice, 
had  consented  to  take  upon  themselves 
onerous  duties,  and  to  become  Conmiis- 
sioners.  The  proposal  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  that  the  actual  power  of  affilia- 
tion of  any  institution  under  the  Bill 
should  be  taken  away,  at  all  events  for 
the  time  being,  from  the  Senate  and 
conferred  upon  the  statutory  body  of 
Comnussioners.  He  did  not  think  that 
would  be  wise  or  desirable.  The  Com- 
missioners would  have  full  power  to 
make  such  recommendations  as  they 
might  think  fit  as  to  what  bodies  should 
be  affiliated,  and  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  come  to  a  decision 
upon  any  matter  that  might  be  of  urgent 
importance;  It  would  be  impossible  for 
the  Commissioners  to  proceed  with  the 
determination  of  the  faculty  of  science 
without  knowing  whether  the  College 
of  Surgeons  was  willing  to  be  affiliated, 
and  whether  the  Senate  intended  to 
affiliate  it.  Supposing  the  Senate  found 
that  the  college  was  willing  to  be  affiliated, 
it  would  be  quite  possible  for  it  to  meet 
and  decide  the  question,  and  the  respon- 
sibility should  be  upon  them  rather  than 
upon  the  Commissioners,  whose  powers 
were  already  sufficiently  great  to  excite 
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a  certain  amount  of  alarm  amongst 
people  interested  in  the  subject.  The 
Senate  would  be  able  to  meet  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  Chancellors,  and  it  would  also 
meet  from  time  to  time  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  the  work  of  the  Commis* 
sioners  and  enabling  them  to  know 
exactly  what  form  their  statutes  were 
to  take.  The  Senate  would  be  able  to 
meet  at  any  time  to  consider  any  point 
that  might  be  submitted  to  it,  and  he 
was  quite  sure  they  would  give  every 
consideration  to  any  recommendation, 
aye  or  no,  coming  from  a  body  so  com- 
petent to  perform  their  duties  as  the 
Commissioners,  whether  the  College  of 
Surgeons  or  the  College  of  Science  should 
be  affiliated.  He  reg^ded  the  power  of 
recognising  courses  of  study  in  external 
colleges  with  a  good  deal  of  suspicion, 
and,  if  the  Senate  exercised  any  freedom 
which  they  must  allow  them,  he  hoped 
they  would  do  so  in  a  jealous  and  guarded 
spirit.  He  quite  recognised  that  the 
case  of  the  College  of  Science  in  Dublin 
presented  difficulties,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  difficult  thing  to  organise  the  faculty 
of  science  of  the  new  University  leaving 
that  body  altogether  out  of  consideration.^ 
Many  of  the  Commissioners  were  well 
acquainted  with  Dublin  and  the  work 
of  the  College  of  Science,  and,  if  these 
eminent  men  were  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
working  out  of  their  scheme  that  the 
College  of  Science  should  be  taken  in, 
and  they  made  a  recommendation  of 
that  kind,  he  was  quite  sure  the  Senate 
would  give  that  recommendation  every 
consideration. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was 
sorry  the  Chief  Secretary  could  not 
meet  the  difficulty  raised  by  his  hon. 
friends.  It  would,  of  course,  be  the 
aim  and  object  of  the  new  University  to 
extend  its  area  as  widely  as  it  could  and 
offir  as  great  facilities  as  possible  for 
higher  education  in  every  branch.  The 
College  of  Surgeons  and  the  College  of 
Science  were  two  institutions  which  had 
attained  a  high  position  amongst  educa- 
tional establishments  in  the  world,  and 
they  had  gone  through  a  very  serious 
period  of  development  in  their  history. 
The  Chief  Secretary,  he  thought,  ignored 
the  fact  that  they  wer^e^AgT^ing  this  ne|^ 
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University  with  a  large  amount  of  public 
money;  and  surely  he  knew  that  to 
argue  that  the  Senate  could  give  elEect  to 
this  or  that  desire  was  really  rather  mis- 
leading. The  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners took  precedence  of  any  powers 
the  Senate  might  have,  and,  assuming  it 
to  be  the  desire  of  the  new  University  to 
offer  facilities  for  education  in  science  or 
surgery,  it  was  quite  conceivable  that 
using  the  endowment  Parliament  was 
giving  they  might  arrive  at  some  scheme 
offering  improved  facilities  on  those  of 
the  College  of  Science  and  College  of 
Surgeons  at  lower  terms.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  have  been  outrageous  to 
demand  that  those  institutions  should  be 
affiliated,  presuming  they  were  willing. 
If  they  did  not  desire  to  be  affiliated, 
well  and  good  ;  but,  assuming  that  they 
did,  were  they  going  to  leave  it  open  to 
the  new  University  to  destroy  them  by 
creating  competing  institutions?  The 
Chief  Secretary  did  not  think  it  would 
happen.  They  did  not  ask  that  the 
colleges  should  have  priority;  all  they 
asked  was  that  it  should  be  obligatory  on 
the  part  of  the  Commissioners  to  hear 
and  consider  the  case  whether  they 
should  be  affiliated ;  and,  if  the  case  was 
proved,  to  do  what  was  necessary  to 
affiliate  them.  Was  it  to  be  left  to  the 
Senate  to  decide,  aye  or  no,  according  as 
cheaper  and  better  facilities  might  be 
offered  by  the  new  Universities  ?  Surely 
the  Chief  Secretary  must  see  that  that  was 
not  treating  the  colleges  fairly.  These  in- 
stitutions ^ere  absolutely  imdenomina- 
tional,  and  there  could  be  no  arguments 
similar  to  those  used  in  connection  with 
Amendments  previously  moved.  They 
occupied  special  positions  not  only  in 
Ireland  but  throughout  the  world.  Did 
the  Chief  Secretary  really  believe  he  was 
giving  them  a  fair  chance  by  refusing  the 
Amendment  1  He  could  answer  for  it  that 
there  was  a  very  widespread  feeling  in 
Ireland,  not  by  any  means  confined  to 
one  side  of  politics  or  creed,  in  support  of 
the  view  put  forward,  and  he  profoundly 
regretted  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
been  imable  to  meet  it,  because  he 
believed  that  by  rejecting  Amendments 
of  this  kind  he  was  not  giving  his  Bill  the 
fair  start  which  it  ought  to  be  given  if  it 
waa  to  prove  the  success  which  it  ought 
to  be. 

Amendment  negalivecU 
Mr»  Walter  Long 


*Mr.  BUTCHER  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  provide  that  affiliation  should 
be  "by  statute."  The  question  was 
whether  this  very  important  question 
of  affiliation— because  there  was  no  other 
word  which  expressed  the  meaning — 
should  be  carried  out  by  statute  or  by 
resolution.  For  the  moment,  he  would 
ask  the  House  to  put  out  of  their  heads 
the  question  of  Maynooth,  on  which  he 
would  not  enter,  although  it  was  the 
one  which  was  most  prominent  in  their 
minds  when  the  word  affiliation  was 
mentioned.  Maynooth  was  not  the  only 
body  in  Ireland  which  might  be  affiliated. 
Probably  many  hon.  Members  were 
not  aware  that  there  were  many  other 
seminaries  in  Ireland  besides  Maynooth, 
and  bodies  which  would  undoubtedly 
desire  to  get  University  degrees.  It 
was  given  in  evidence  before  the  Robert- 
son Commission  by  Dr.  O'Dea,  then 
Vice-President  of  Maynooth,  that  among 
the  religious  orders  in  Ireland  there 
would  probably  be  a  hundred  at  any  given 
moment  who  might  wish  to  attend 
University  courses  in  Arts.  There  were 
in  Ireland  altogether  fourteen  orders 
which  embraced  something  like  600 
priests.  In  addition  to  the  religious 
orders,  there  was  another  class  of  clerical 
students  who  were  preparing  in  their  own 
seminaries  for  work  in  England  or 
the  Colonies,  and  that  work  was  carried 
out  at  All  Hallows  College,  Dublin,  and 
also  at  four  diocesan  colleges.  There 
were  over  300  of  these  students,  and 
they  had  been  told  on  the  same 
authoritative  evidence  that  there  would 
probally  be  about  100  candidates  who 
would  4.  desire  to  graduate  in  Arts. 
It  was  quite  clear  that  very  great 
pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear  by 
all  the  seminaries  in  Ireland  to 
get  the  same  privileges  which  were 
given  to  any  one  seminary.  But  it  was 
not  merely  a  seminary  question.  There 
were  a  great  many  otiier  colleges  in 
Ireland  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
clerics,  where  laymen  would  seek  to  get 
degrees  by  living  in  them  as  affiliated 
institutions  without  the  necessity  of 
residence  at  the  seat  of  one  of  the  con- 
stituent coUeges.  He  mentioned  this 
*  merely  to  show  that  affiliation  ought  to 
be  guarded  by  the  most  stringent  pro- 
visions that  the  House  could  provide, 
not  from  a  religious  or  dip.<^minational| 
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but  from  a  purely  educational  point  of 
view.     If  the  Universites  they  were  now 
setting  up  were  to  be  teachmg  Univer- 
sities,   residential    Universities    in    the 
real   sense,   the  facilities  for  affiliation 
must  be  limited  to  the  very  utmost  of 
their  power,  otherwise  it   was   frankly 
his    belief    that    they    might    as    well 
maiitain   the  Royal  University  as   an 
examining  body  and  not  disturb  existing 
arrangements  and  waste   an  enormous 
amount  of  public  money.    If  that  was 
so  the  privilege  ought  to  be  granted  in 
a  very  guarded  and  restricted  manner, 
and  a  mere  resolution  of  the  govern- 
ing   body    should    not     be     sufficient 
to    carry    out    affiliation.    There    were 
two  other  considerations  in  this  federal 
University,  which  made  it  all  the  more 
important  that  the  procedure  should  be 
careful  and  deliberate.   The  first  was  this. 
The  new  University  of  Dublin  was  a 
federal  University,  and  one  of  the  weak- 
nesses of  a  federal  University  was  that  its 
component  eLements  were  rather  loosely 
compacted.    It  had  not  that  degree  of 
unity   which    obtained    in    the    single 
independent  University.    It  was  always 
tending    to    disintegration,    and   disin- 
tegrated   the     new    University    would 
surely  be,  if  they  attempted  affiliation 
on  any  large  scale.    The  other  considera- 
tion arose  from  the  fact  that  according 
to  the  Bill  and  the  charter  read  together, 
affiliation  might  take  place  on  the  pro- 
posal of  any  one  of  these  constituent 
colleges  without  the  consent  of  tfte  other 
colleges.     To    take  a   single   instance; 
suppose  the  college    in    Dublin  desired 
that     certain    instituj^ions    should     be 
affiliated  to  itself  that  were  not  even  in 
the    Province     of     Leinster,     but     in 
Munster,    and    within    the    sphere    of 
influence  of  the  college  of  Cork.     This 
would  at  qfice  withdraw  students   who 
would    naturally    have    gone    to    the 
college  in  Cork.     Therefore,  they  needed 
a  method  of  procedure  more  careful  and 
stringent     than      they    had     in      the 
Bill.    In  the    United    Kingdom    there 
was    in    existence    one    other    federal 
University    only,     namely,     the     Uni- 
versity   of   Wales,    and     affiliation    in 
the  University  of  Wales  could  only  be 
done  by  statute.    It  required,  moreover, 
the  approval  of  the    visitor,    that    is, 
the  King  acting  through  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council.    There  they  went  so 


far  as  to  make  a  two-thirds  majority 
of  those  present  and  voting  necessary 
for  the  making  of  the  statute  for 
canying  out  affiliation.  In  the  Scottish 
Universities  affiliation  could  only  be 
carried  out  by  ordinance,  which  corres- 
ponded to  a  statute,  and  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  two  Houses,  from  which 
there  was  an  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council.  There  was  also  an  elaborate 
arrangement  in  the  newer  Universities 
of  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Liverpool, 
to  safeguard  the  procedure  of  affiliation. 
Knowing  what  the  dangers  of  affiliation 
were — dangers  to  the  very  existence  of 
the  new  .  Universities — he  thought  it 
would  be  hardly  possible  for  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  refuse  the  Amendment. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
seconded. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  •  may,'  to 
insert  tne^ords  *  by  statute.'  '*—iMr.  Butcher,) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  to  impose 
the  obligation  referred  to  by  statute 
would  defeat  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  words  of  the  clause 
were — 

"  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  pro- 
vision being  made  by  the  charter  of  the  new 
Universities  onder  which  the  University  may 
give  to  students  who  are  pursuing  a  ooune  of 
study  of  a  Univendty  t^pe  approved  by  the 
governing  body  of  the  University  in  any  recog- 
nised college  in  Ireland  under  teachers  re- 
cognised by  the  governing  body  for  the 
purpose,  the  benefit  of  any  privileges  of 
matriculated  students  of  the  University,  or  the 
right  of  obtaining  a  University  degree,  subject 
to  any  conditions  or  limitations  contained  in 
the  charter  or  statutes  of  the  Univeraity." 

Having  once  gone  the  length  of  recog- 
nising courses  of  study  and  teachers  bv 
statute  they  would  not  watch  them  with 
the  same  care  afterwards.  He  shared 
entirely  the  hon.  Member's  anxiety  upon 
this  subject,  and  he  was  all  the  more 
anxious  that  the  University  should  keep 
in  their  own  hands  the  constant  power  of 
altering  and  withdrawing  the  privileges 
conferred  by  the  clause.  Supposing 
Dublin  solemnly  recognised  Maynooth  or 
some  other  place  by  statute,  they  could 
only  take  it  away  by  statute,  and  thus 
instead  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the 
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University  they  would  put  obstacles  in 
their  way.  Procedure  by  statute  in  a 
Ministerial  Act  of  this  sort,  which  had  to 
be  taken  almost  from  term  to  term,  was 
not  the  ordinary  way  in  the  case  of  other 
Universities.  There  was,  however,  a  good 
deal  of  force  in  the  point  with  regard  to 
the  fact  that  Dublin  was  a  federated 
University,  having  colleges  outside  at 
Cork  and  Galway.  It  was  very  desirable 
that  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of 
the  senate  of  the  University  to  recognise 
an  affiliated  institution  within  the  area  of 
influence  of  one  of  the  outlying  con- 
stituent colleges  without  the  consent  of 
the  governing  body  of  that  college.  He 
was  not  sure  that  the  charter  as  drawn 
up  was  as  precise  as  it  ought  to  be,  and 
he  was  prepared  to  make  an  alteration 
so  as  to  prevent  the  governing  body  at 
headquarters  from  coming  within  the 
immediate  sphere  of  influence  of  either 
Cork  or  Galway,  and  so  affiliating  in- 
stitutions they  would  not  otherwise  have 
affiliated.  In  consultation  with  the  hon. 
Member  he  would  see  that  the  charter 
was    altered  in  that  respect. 

Sir  E.  CAESON  said  the  point  in 
dispute  between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  hon.  friend  was  really 
one  of  procedure.  He  thought  the  whole 
future  of  the  University  scheme  which 
was  being  set  up  would  practically  depend 
upon  how  the  procedure  worked  out.  He 
believed  that  the  Senate  of  the  new 
University  would  do  all  they  could  to 
make  it  a  success,  and  for  his  own  part 
he  hoped  they  would  succeed.  The 
question  of  the  affiliation  of  schools  was 
of  extreme  importance,  and  surely  the 
Chief  Secretary  knew  that  in  a  country 
like  Ireland  it  was  not  merely  a  question 
of  what  was  said  at  Maynooth,  but  it  was 
a  matter  of  external  pressure.  It  was 
that  pressure  which  they  ought  to  take 
care  should  be  minimised  as  much  as 
possible  by  the  House  of  Commons  as 
regarded  the  Senate.  If  he  was  right  in 
his  contention  that  it  was  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  procedure,  surely  they  ought  to 
adopt  that  method  which  was  the  most 
deliberate,  and  which  gave  the  greatest 
possible  power  to  the  Senate  in  resisting 
the  pressure  that  might  be  put  upon  them 
from  outside.  Instead  of  having  a  mere 
resolution  which  might  be  carried  to 
afliliate  any  of  those  colleges  or 
seminaries,  he  thought  it  should  be  done 
by  the  statute  of  the  University.    That 

Mr.  Birrell 


was  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  fully 
considered,  not  merely  with  a  view  to  the 
Senate  passing  a  resolution,  but  also  with 
a  view  to  the  statutes  being  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House.  The  Bill  cave 
an  enormous  power  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
Senate  ought  to  have  every  opportunity 
of  resisting  outside  pressure.  He  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  any  real  answer  as  to  why  the 
more  deliberate  form  of  affiliation 
should  not  be  adopted.  His  hon.  friend 
behind  him  had  quoted  two  precedents — 
one,  the  precedent  of  Wales,  which  was 
a  federated  University  wherein  such  a 
matter  could  only  be  done  by  the  statute, 
Not  only  that,  but  there  must  be  a  con- 
siderable majority — a  majority  of  two- 
thirds — in  favour  of  the  statute  being 
passed.  The  other  precedent  quoted  by 
his  hon.  friend  was  the  Scottish  precedent, 
which  was  in  the  same  direction.  Those 
precedents  were  founded  upon  common- 
sense  and  upon  the  idea  that  such  a  matter 
^  this  ought  to  be  done  with  the  greatest 
possible  deliberation  in  regard  to  schooln 
which  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  admit 
to  the  position  of  affiliated  colleges. 
In  all  gc^dwill  he  pressed  this  upon  the 
Chief  Secretary  as  a  matter  which  might 
have  far-reaching  results  upon  the  posi- 
tion which  the  University  would  attain 
not  only  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
throughout  the  Empire.  If  it  came  to  be 
believed  outside  of  Ireland  that  there 
were  schools  attached  to  the  University 
which  should  not  be  attached  to  it, 
the  University  would  never  reach 
a  position  of  eminence  in  the  world 
of  Universities,  and  in  the  world  of 
science  and  art.  This  was  a  matter 
which  ought  not  to  be  hastily  dealt  with. 
It  ought  to  have  very  grave  consideration. 
He  thought  the  Chief  Secretary  should 
provide  some  safeguard  to  ensure  that 
affiliations  would  be  carried  out  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  University. 

*Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  said  that  the 
Amendment  was  based  on  a  suspicion  that 
these  bodies  would  not  have  at  heart  the 
interests  of  the  Univei-sities  that  they 
represented.  Why  should  the  Univer- 
sities be  tied  down  in  swaddling  clothes 
from  the  very  outset  1  It  was  obvious 
that  the  persons  who  would  have  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  Universities  would 
be  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  he  did 
not  think  that  they  should  be  hampered 
in  matters  in  regard  to  which  they  would 
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be  yery  muoli  better  iuformed  than  any- 
body  else  could  be.  On  that  side  of  the 
House  .they  believed  that  the  fifty-two 
bodies  would  be  more  or  less  representa- 
tive, and  that  their  work  should  not  be 
made  more  difficult  by  lumeoessary  re- 
strictions. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  tWs  was  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
future  of  the  Universities,  and  he  hoped 
that  bon.  Members  bebw  the  gangway 
would  understand  that,  whatever  critic- 
isms he  had  to  offer  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  he  heartily 
desired  these  Universities  to  be  a  success. 
He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  this  point.  The  con- 
ditions under  which  affiliation  was  to  take 
place  were  indeterminate.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  risk  that  the  University  might  be 
flooded  by  extraneous  students  who  had 
no  opportunities  for  building  up  the 
traditions  on  which  a  University  must 
afterwards  live,  and  who  might  damage 
and  disparage  its  character  with  the  out- 
side world.  The  affiliation  of  a  college 
ought  to  be  a  matter  of  serious  coi^sidera- 
tion  to  the  body  undertaking  it. 
Although  the  Chief  Secretary  had  said 
that  it  was  so  delicate  a  matter  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  stereotyped  in  any 
way  by  statute,  he  ventured  to  say 
that  it  was  one  of  those  things  which 
could  not  be  undone  readily.  Once 
done,  it  could  not  easily  be  undone,  and 
if  the  University  was  to  stand  on  its  own 
foundation  it  ought  not  to  be  flooded  at 
the  outset  with  extraneous  students  who 
had  no  opportunity  of  associating  them- 
selves with  the  life  of  the  University. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  the  clause  pro- 
vided that  the  benefit  of  the  privileges  of 
the  University  or  the  right  of  obtaining 
a  University  degree,  were  only  to  be 
extended  to  students  of  affiliated  colleges 
"  subject  to  any  conditions  or  limitations 
contained  in  the  Charter  or  Statutes  of 
the  University." 

♦Sir  WHiLIAM  ANSON  said  that 
might  be  done  or  undone  by  a  body 
sitting  in  private,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  the  whole  of  uhe  conditions  of  affilia- 
tion to  prevent  provisions  being  made  for 
the  affiliation  of  colleges  contrary  to  the 
wish  of  the  general  body  of  the 
University. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  said  there  was  the 
statute  of  the  University. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  a 
statute  of  the  University  was  passed  by 
the  governing  body  of  the  University,  and 
not  by  the  general  body  of  the  Univer- 
sity. The  University  public  had  no 
opportunity  of  considering  whether  it 
was  or  was  not  to  the  advantage  of  the 
University  that  an  affiliation  should  take 
place.  Affiliation  should  not  be  allowed 
to  take  place  except  after  the  fullest 
publicity  and  consideration.  He  had 
no  desire  to  check  the  progress  of 
affiliation  in  the  case  of  institutions  which 
it  was  desirable  to  affiliate,  but  it  was 
most  important  when  a  new  University 
was  to  be  built  up  that  its  life  and  tradi- 
tion should  not  suffer  from  the  affiliation 
of  institutions  which  ought  not  to  be 
affiliated. 

Amendment  negatived. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  moved  to 
amend  subsection  (4)  of  the  clause  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  University  might 
"recognise  any  college  or  institution  in 
Ireland  "  by  giving  to  students  the  privi- 
leges mentioned  in  the  subsection.  The 
purpose  of  this  Amendment  was,  he  said, 
to  give  a  definition  of  what  the  recognition 
of  a  college  really  meant.  He  would 
point  out  that  there  was  a  little  more  in 
the  Amendment  than  might  appear  at  first 
sight.  He  would  like  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  explain  whether  he  intended  that  a  set 
of  teachers  or  a  particular  teacher,  who 
might  give  education  of  a  University 
character,  should  be  recognised  as  sucn, 
notwithstanding  any  conditions  under 
which  that  teaching  was  given.  That 
was  to  say,  was  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
prepared  to  give  recognition  to  institu 
tions  in  which  the  eoucation  provided 
was  clearly  of  University  type,  or  to 
teachers  in  Colleges  whether  or  no  they 
were  properly  equipped. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  wor<l 
*  give,*  and  insert  the  words  '  recognise  any 
college  or  institution  in  Ireland  by  giving.'  "— 
[Sir  thilip  Magnus.) 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  could  not 
possibly  accept  the  ^f?^yt@^(3|i^ 
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would  completely  upset  the  whole  purport 
of  the  clause.  The  clause  did  not  pro- 
pose to  recognise  any  college  or  institution 
whatever  in  Ireland,  as  such ;  it  would 
simply  ascertain  whether  in  any  particular 
college  or  institution  there  were  teachers 
of  a  particular  University  type,  giving 
teaching  of  a  particular  character.  He 
would  point  out  that  they  were 
making  very  slow  progress,  and  that 
they  had  to  get  somewhere  or  other 
through  a  whole  number  of  Amend- 
ments, and  nobody  wished  to  sit 
late  that  nicht  or  beyond  a  comparatively 
reasonable  hour  to-morrow. 

Question  proposed,   "That  the  word 
'give 'stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  word  "matriculated"  before, 
"  students."  It  was  obviously  a  mistake 
to  have  omitted  the  word  in  drafting  the 
subsection,  because  it  was  perfectly  plain 
that  the  benefit  was  to  be  conferred  only 
on  matriculated  students. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  words  *give 
to'  insert  *  matriculated.*  **—{Mr.  Birrell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  matriculated '  be  there  inserted." 

Captain  CRAIG  said  that  a  consider- 
able number  of  colleges  considered  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  would  exclude  a 
very  large  number  of  extern  students 
from  the  benefits  of  the  measure.  As  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  Bill  were  bound 
up  with  the  question  whether  extern 
students  could  get  a  degree  under  its 
proposals  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  only 
opportunity  which  the  House  would  have 
of  discussing  the  question  of  extern 
students  would  be  on  the  Amendment  of 
the  Chief  Secretary, 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  even  if  an 
extern  student  were  to  be  admitted  he 
would  have  to  be  matriculated. 

Captain  CRAIG  understood  that  it  did 
not  entail  the  student's  being  resident  in 
the  University. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  No. 
Mr.  Birrell 


Mr.  MOORE  asked  whether  the 
matriculation  to  be  recognised  was  to  be 
at  Maynooth  or  at  the  University. 

Mr.  BISRELL  said  that  matriculation 
was  a  University  performance. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that  that  was  quite 
inconsistent  with  the  clause.  If  it  was 
to  be  matriculation  at  the  University 
these  (^tudents  could  not  be  denied  the 
same  privileges  as  the  students  of  the 
University. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  pointed  out  that  a 
student  could  not  matriculate  at  May- 
nooth.   Maynooth  was  not  sC  University. 

Mr.  MOORE  contended  in  that 
case  that  it  went  further  than  the  Chief 
Secretary  intended,  and  that  the  word 
was  being  put  in  the  wrong  place. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  read  the 
clause  with  the  word  "  matriculate  "put  in 
after  "  pursuing  "  he  would  find  that  the 
student  would  matriculate  in  a  recognised 
college. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Further  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  CRAIG  moved  to  omit  the  - 
provision  that  the  course  of  study  of  a 
University  type  giving  students  the  right 
of  obtaining  a  University  degree  should  be 
"  approved  by  the  governing  body  of  the 
University,  in  any  recognised  college  in 
Ireland  under  teachers  recognised  by  the 
governing  body  for  that  purpose."  He 
said  that  the  point  raised  by  tne  Amend- 
ment was  very  important.  Under  Clause 
2  as  it  at  present  stood  there  was  no 
power  whatever  to  provide  that  an  ex- 
ternal student  should  be  treated  in  a 
similar  manner  to  that  in  which  he  would 
in  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland.  A 
great  hardship  would  be  done  thereby  to 
Irish  national  school  teachers  whose  case 
could  be  dealt  with  by  leaving  out  the 
words  suggested  in  the  Amendment.  He 
submittea  that  as  these  teachers  were 
worse  paid  than  similar  teachers  anywhere 
else  they  should  at  least  be  given  the 
privilege  under  the  Bill  of  attending  the 
University  and  paying  half  fees.  Outside 
that  there  was  the  question  of  the  various 
county  councils  of  Ireland  sending 
privleged  men  in  their  area  to  be  taught  in 
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Ireland  who  could  not  go  and  ask  for 
special  treatment  such  as  that,  and  to  that 
class  his  Amendment  specially  applied. 
The  rule  would  prove  a  great  success  to 
those  who  were  ahle  to  pass  the  Qualifying 
examination,  if  this  clause  passed.  But  if 
it  was  confined  to  those  students  who  were 
students  of  an  affiliated  institution,  those 
who  did  not  belong  to  such  an  institution 
would  be  cut  off  from  all  privileges  which 
all  personsinithe  category  had  beenanxious 
to  obtain  in  the  Koyal  University  of 
Ireland.  The  institutions  to  be  affiliated 
to  the  Universities  proposed  by  this  Bill 
were  already  known.  It  was  also  well 
known  that  none  of  the  county  councils 
of  Ireland  would  send  up  to  the  Univer- 
sities anyone  but  their  own  particular 
proteges.  And  nobody  believed  that  in 
certain  parts  of  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland  such  toleration  would  exist  as 
the  extension  of  this  privilege  by  the 
county  councils  to  the  small  minority  of 
Protestant  parents  who  resided  there,  or 
that  their  children  would  ever  be  sent  to 
the  University  at  the  expense  of  the 
rates.  That  being  so,  they  would  refuse 
to  go  to  the  county  councils  for  assistance 
to  obtain  the  privileges  they  had  hadin  the 
past.  One  of  the  greatest  blots  on  the  Bill 
was  that  it  excluded  entirely  the  external 
students.  Under  it  they  had  no  oppor- 
tunities. There  need  be  no  question  of 
bigotrv,  because  the  Amendment  covered 
both  \Jniversities.  He  submitted  that 
they  should  not  give  all  these  privileges  to 
the  students  of  these  affiliated  colleges  and 
keep  them  from  a  man  who  desired  to  take 
a  degree  at  the  University  as  a  reward  for 
his  own  hard  work  at  the  cost  of  his  own 
small  savings.  The  amendment  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  order  to  protect  the 
Universities  in  Ireland.  County  councils 
were  all  very  well,  but  they  were  not  ti  be 
trusted  to  treat  the  Universities  as  they 
ought  to  be  treated  ;  and  in  their  interest, 
and  pai-ticularly  in  the  interest  of  the 
established  body  of  national  school 
teachers,  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  allow  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  commended 
the  Amendment  to  the  House  as  one 
of  the  utmost  importance.  There  were 
at  the  present  time  in  Ireland  4,000 
students  of  the  Royal  University,  and  of 
these  there  were  probably  2,500  who  had 
worked  in  their  own  time,  and  had  per- 
fected themselves  for  examination  for  a 
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degree  at  the  Royal  University.  The  Bill 
would  absolutely  exclude  these  students 
from  the  right  which  every  Irishman  had 
enjoyed  for  a  ereat  number  of  years,  to 
present  themselves  for  examination  at  the 
Royal  University  and  to  obtain  a  degree. 
This  was  a  very  serious  step  for  the 
Government  to  take.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary, the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  Uni- 
versitv,  and  other  Members,  contended 
that  the  most  valuable  part  ot  University 
education  was  the  association  with  one's 
fellows,  and  in  this  he  was  to  a  certain 
extent  in  agreement ;  but  he  would 
ask  the  House  to  remember  that 
there  were  fundamental  differences 
between  England  and  Ireland  in  th:s 
respect.  There  were  many  more  Uni- 
versities in  England,  and  it  was  much 
more  easy  for  an  individual  to  become 
a  student  of  a  University.  Ireland 
wafi  comparatively  a  much  poorer 
country,  and  the  proportion  of  persons 
who  could  afford  the  time  and  money  to 
go  to  a  University  was  much  smaller ;  in 
fact,  the  number  who  would  be  able  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  University  to  be 
set  up  would  be  comparatively  small. 
Everybody  agreed  it  was  desirable  that 
people  should  obtain  sufficient  knowledge 
to  take  a  degree,  and,  whilst  he  admitted 
there  were  a  great  many  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  association  of  persons  in  a 
University,  he  believed  nothing  but  good 
could  be  said  to  have  come  from  the 
system  which  at  present  existed  in  Ireland, 
and  by  which  anybody  could  get  a 
University  degree  if  sufficiently  clever. 
He  had  not  heard  any  sufficient  argument 
why  the  right  which  had  been  enjoyed  in 
Ireland  for  a  great  many  years  should  be 
suddenly  cut  off.  The  case  of  the  national 
school  teacher  would  be  particularly 
hard.  If  anybody  ought  to  be  able  to 
obtain  a  degree  with  the  least  amount  of 
trouble,  it  was  the  person  who  had  to 
impart  instruction  to  others.  He  could 
not  understand  what  argument  could  be 
put  forward  why  this  deserving  class 
should  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  taking 
a  degree  at  the  Royal  University.  There 
was  also  a  large  number  of  clergy  who 
were  too  poor  to  go  either  to  Trinity 
College  or  to  one  of  the  Queen's  Colleges, 
and  who,  in  their  leisure  hours  had 
worked,  and  had  finally  presented  them- 
selves and  obtained  a  degree  at  the  Royal 
University.  They,  too,  were  going  to  be 
cut  off  from  the  right,^^  by  LnOOglC 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  type  '  to  the  second  *  the '  in  line  20."— 
{Captain  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word  *  for  ' 
in  line  19,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  were  the 
Amendment  carried,  the  Bill,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  worthless;  certainly 
from  that  moment  all  his  interest  in  it 
would  cease.  They  had  all  along  made 
it  perfectly  plain  that  their  object  was  to 
try  and  establish  a  University  of  the 
same  kind  as  the  Universities  of  England 
aad  Scotland,  not  merely  a  Univer- 
sity where  degrees  should  be  ob- 
tained, but  a  University  which  should  in 
fact  be  a  teaching  institution.  It  was  no 
use  saying  tbe  University  would  have 
the  power  of  recognising  teaching  in 
anotner  place.  That  in  no  way  disproved 
the  value  of  the  new  University  they  were 
setting  up,  because  the  rights  of  affiliation 
where  used  would  be  used  in  respect  of  places 
where  University  teaching  was  given. 
The  case  of  the  national  school  teachers 
could  easily  be  provided  for  by  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Universities. 


♦Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  ventured  to 
hope  that  this  Amendment  would  be 
withdrawn.  He  himself  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  which  raised  the 
question  of  the  external  students,  quite 
independently  of  these  matters,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  raised  on  that 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  : — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  *  body,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  of  the  University.' ' — 
Ottptain  Craig. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  in  the  Bill,"  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS,  in  moving  an 
Amendment  in  the  interests  of  extern 
students,  said  that  notwithstanding  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Chief  Secretary,  he 
ventured  to  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
external  students,  because  the  opportunity 


of   residential  instruction  in  colleges  ii» 
Dublin  was  Jiot  necessarily  incompatible 
with  external  graduation  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  neither  time  nor  money  to 
provide  for  residential  courses.     After  all, 
residence  was  not  everything.     In  these 
days,  when  examinations  were  so  much 
disparaged,  it  was  nevertheless  something 
to  prove  a  knowledge  of  any  particular 
subject.     The  Chief  Secretary  would  not 
run  down  exjaminations.     He  had  quoted 
Melancthon  to  prove  they  were  an  antidote 
alike  to  sloth  and  to  arrogance.     The  im- 
portance of  the  University  of  London  iii 
this  regard  was  to  the  point.     Some  tea 
years    ago    the    University  was    recon- 
structed py  this  House,  and  made  a  teach- 
ing University.     But  it  was  not  thought 
wise  to  shut  the  door  to  external  students, 
and  that  door  had  remained  open  ever 
since,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
it  had  been  made  a  teaching  University 
the  external  side  was  as  large  now  as  it 
was  in  1898,  or  larger.     It  was  stated  in 
the  Committee  upstairs  that  this  difficulty 
could  be  got  over  by  p^ovidingbursarie^, 
scholarships,  and  so  forth.     There  were 
two    types  of    knowledge    which    came 
to  the  door  of  the    mcSern  democratic 
University,  and    asked   for  recognition. 
On  the  one  hand  there  were  those  who 
proceeded  along  the  approved  course  of 
residential  teaching  with    examinations 
conducted  largely  by  their  own  teachers ; 
and  on  the  other  hand  there  was  a  high 
standard  of  pass  degrees  conducted  by 
independent  examiners  for  those  who  had 
been  unable  to  avail    themselves  of  the 
residential  facilities.     Many  of  the  most 
worthy  candidates  would  have  the  door 
shut  in  their  faces  if  this    clause  as  it 
stood  was  sanctioned  by  the  House.    Not 
only  would  the  national  school  teachers 
be  prevented  from  obtaining  degrees,  but 
many  who  were  engaged  in  commercial 
pursuits  and  technical  work  and  training, 
and  who,  after  their  day's  work  was  over, 
sat  down  and  studied  the  theoretical  side 
of  the  practical  work  they  had  done  during 
the  day,  and  who  desired  to  register  the 
result  of  their  studies  in  it  by  taking  a 
degree.     In  his  opinion  the  University  of 
London  ought   to    be    a    guide    to   the 
Government  in  this  matter,  and  it  was 
for  that  reason  he  proposed  this  Amend- 
ment.    For  the  first  twenty  years  of  its 
existence  the  constitution  of  the  London 
University  was  very  much  the  same  as 
that  of  the  University  of  this  Bill.     Its 
candidates    came    only     from    affiliated 
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institutions.  Bat  it  was  soon  found  that 
this  was  very  little  guarantee  of  any 
academic  attainment  whatsoever.  It 
was  in  1858  that  it  threw  open  its  doors 
to  the  external  student,  and  from  then 
up  to  1898  all  the  students  were  external 
students.  When  in  1898  it  was  made 
a  teaching  University  it  was  thought  un- 
wise to  shut  the  external  door.  He 
thought  the  same  experience  would 
repeat  itself  in  Ireland.  He  thought  in 
carrying  out  aflSliation  the  tendency 
would  be  for  the  affiliated  colleges  to 
degenerate.  The  University  of  London 
mamtained  a  system  of  high  standard 
examination  which  kept  the  door  open 
to  all  who  applied.  In  that  way  they 
would  be  recognising  a  class  of  know- 
ledge the  recognition  of  which  ought  not 
to  be  denied  to  anybody  in  a  democratic 
free  University  such  as  they  were  told 
the  new  Universities  were  going  to  be  in 
Ireland. 


Mr.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton) 
said  he  would  not  repeat  speeches  which 
had  been  made  upstairs.  He  under- 
stood that  some  of  the  opposition  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  afraid  this  would  lead  to 
students  cramming,  and  that  University 
degrees  might  be  obtained  in  that  way. 
Personally,  he  had  the  same  detestation 
in  regard  to  cramming.  So  far  as  the 
degree  was  concerned  it  merely  marked 
in  these  cases  the  standard  of  education 
attained,  and  was  not  worth  much  to 
those  who  received  it  That  might  be  the 
idea  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  because  they 
all  knew  his  great  scholastic  attainments, 
but  that  was  not  the  idea  i^  the  mind  of 
the  average  Irish  student.  The  average 
student  trained  in  a  coUpge  liked  to  feel 
that  by  energy  and  industry  he  would 
have  a  chance  of  getting  one  of  those 
degrees.  What  would  be  the  result  if 
this  Amendment  was  not  carried*  1  There 
were  a  great  number  pf  obscure  people  who 
through,  poverty  could .  not  obtain  the 
highest  form  of  education  in  the  usual 
i^ay,  and  they  resorted  to  secondary  and 
tedfmical  schools,  burning  the  midnight 
oil,  and  in  his  opinion  nobody  ought  to 
be  more  encouraged  in  this  form  of 
education  than  those  who  did  all  this  by 
their  own  solitary  efforts.  It  was  easy 
for  the  Senates  to  exercise  some  control 
over  the  crammer,  because  they  might 


inquire  as  to  what  method  a  candidate 
had  adopted  to  gain  the  knowledge  he 
possessed.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  consulting 
the  needs  of  the  poor  if  he  would  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  accepting  the 
Amendment.  He  could  not  see  what 
danger  there  was  in  allowing  these 
external  students  to  come  in.  They  had 
tp  show  evidence  that  they  had  attained 
a  high  standard  of  education  or  they 
would  not  get  their  degree,  and  then  they 
would  have  paid  all  their  money  without 
any  result.  External  students  were  not 
any  danger  to  college  life,  and  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  well 
advised  if  he  accepted  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed^— 

"In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word 
'purpose,*  to  insert  the  words  *or  to 
students  who  are  pursuing  studies  otheiwi»e 
than  in  a  recognised  college.'  "— (^VV  Wiiliam 
Collins.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

♦Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  said  that  for 
over  thirty  years  the  Royal  University 
had  allowed  external  students  to  come  in, 
and  he  had  never  heard  any  opposition 
from  hon.  Gentlemen  representing  Ire- 
land, and  there  had  been  no  condem- 
nation of  the  system.  Now  the  proposal 
was  being  made  to  exclude  extems 
although  everybody  in  Ireland  approved 
of  the  system.  He  found  that  the 
association  of  Catholic  graduates  met  in 
Dublin  and  condemned  this  proposal,  and 
the  Convocation  of  the  Royal  University, 
representing  7,000  graduates,  demanded 
the  inclusion  of  externs.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Delany,  the  Rector  of  the  Catholic 
University  College,  also  condemned 
the  proposal  to  exclude  extems.  He 
was  quite  certain  that  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary would  not  be  able  to  mention 
one  single  authority  in  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  Ireland  which  approved 
of  this  great  desire  to  have  nothing  but 
strictly  residential  college  education  in 
Ireland.  There  was  nothing  more 
honourable  in  the  whole  field  of  education 
than  the  giving  of  every  assistance  and 
opportunity  to  the  poor  student  to  win 
a  high  position,  in  the  academic  world. 
Such  opportunities  were  necessary  for 
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the  great  body  of  teachers.  It  was  well 
known  that  when  a  teacher  was  in  the 
lower  ranks  of  his  profession  he  could 
not  rise  unless  he  cot  a  University 
degree.  Another  objection  to  the 
Government  proposal  was  that  it  would 
practically  exclude  women.  Other  Uni- 
versities gave  degrees  to  women,'  and  he 
noticed  recently  in  an  Irish  newspaper 
the  fact  that  some  nuns  had  obtained 
degrees  at  the  Royal  Universities.  If 
th3  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
yield  on  this  point  he  felt  sure  he  would 
be  doing  a  great  injury  to  education  in 
Ireland,  for  he  would  be  closing  the 
door  which  had  been  open  for  thirty 
years  to  external  students  and  slamming 
it  in  the  face  of  the  poor  of  Ireland. 
Even  the  University  of  London  found  it 
necessary  to  open  its  doors  to  extern 
students.  He  felt  strongly  that  the 
proposal  to  exclude  external  students 
was  a  retrograde  and  undemocratic  idea 
which  would  prevent  poor  students  from 
obtaining  degrees  in  Ireland. 
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Sir  E.  CARSON  said  that  those  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  knew  that  this  was 
an  exceedingly  difficult  question.  If 
they  were  going  to  have  this  system  of 
external  students,  why  should  the  Royal 
University  be  abohshed  1  The  Royal 
University  had  existed  as  a  degree  con- 
ferring University,  and  he  supposed  it 
was  because  it  bad  not  sufficiently  met 
the  wants  of  the  people  that  the  new 
Universities  were  being  set  up.  If  they 
adopted  this  Amendment  they  might  as 
well  retain  the  old  Royal  University.  He 
did  not  see  the  distinction.  At  the 
same  time  he  thought  they  had  gone 
a  considerable  way  towards  that  in 
the  provision  which  had  been  adopted 
with  respect  to  affiliation  of  scho  )ls  and 
colleges  throughout  Ireland.  He  doubted 
whether  the  students  would  be  anything 
but  external  student'*,  unless  great  care 
was  taken  in  regard  to  affiliation.  He 
would  point  out  to  the  mover  and  seconder 
of  the  Amendment  that  the  teaching 
obtained  in  affiliated  schools  would  count 
as  if  the  students  had  come  up  to  live  in 
the  University.  So  far  from  approving 
of  that,  he  thought  it  was  a  blot  on  the 
Bill.  He  felt  perfectly  certain  that  they 
ought  not  to  go  further  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  Bill  by  inserting  provisions 

Mr.  C.  J.  O'Donnell. 


which  would  real  I  v  be  equivalent  to  the 
retention  of  the  old  Royal  University. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Walworth  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee  upstairs,  but  not  during 
the  whole  of  its  deliberations.  He 
gathered  from  the  hon.  Member's  remarks 
that  he  must  have  been  absent  when  this 
matter  was  under  discussion.  If  he-  was 
present,  he  could  not  understand  his 
statement  that  no  people  representing 
Ireland  were  in  favour  of  this  provision 
in  the  Bill,  because  if  he  was  present  he 
would  have  known  that  the  Nationalist 
Members  spoke  and  voted  against  the 
Amendment. 


Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL :  I  said  no 
public  body  in  Ireland. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he 
regarded  the  elected  representatives  of 
the  people  as  fulfilling  that  definition. 
The  objection  which  he  and  his  colleagues 
took  to  the  Amendment  had  been  stated 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dublin  University.  The 
grievance  which  they  had  against  the 
system  of  University  education  which  had 
existed  up  to  the  present  time  had  been 
that  the  Royal  University  had  simply 
been  an  examining  board,  and  that  there 
had  been  nothing  m  the  nature  of  a  teach- 
ing residential  University.  They  desired 
that  that  University  should  be  abolished, 
and  that  there  should  be  established  a  teach- 
ing residential  University.  They  were 
anxious  to  attract  students  to  Dublin  to 
take  their  course  in  that  University.  He 
regarded  the  obtaining  of  degrees  by  ex- 
ternal students  who  were  crammed  for 
examinations  down  in  the  country,  and 
who  had  no  share  in  University  life,  as  of 
little  value  whatever.  The  value  which 
he  attached  to  University  life  was  to  be 
found,  he*  might  almost  say,  more  in  the 
associations  and  life  of  the  University 
than  in  examinations.  He  was  not  at  all 
sure  that  it  was  a  good  thing  for  a  boy 
living  down  in  the  country  to  be  crammed, 
and  then  sent  up  to  take  a  degree.  They 
wanted  to  attract  students  to  the  great 
central  institution  which  they  hoped 
would  be  established.  The  only  argu- 
ments against  that  was  that  there  would 
be   many  poor  but  clever  boys  whose 
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parento  would  not  be  able  to  pay  for  their 
coming  up  to  take  the  teaching  in  the 
University.  That  argument  was  met  by 
the  provisions  in  the  Bill  which  enabled 
oountv  councils,  and  the  Intermediate 
Board,  of  Education,  which  had  large  funds 
at  its  disposal,  to  establish  exhibitions 
and  bursaries  to  enable  clever  boys  to 
come  up  to  Dublin.  These  exhibitions 
and  bursaries  would,  of  course,  be  properly 
distributed  He  was  sure  no  one  would 
pay  any  attention  to  the  unworthy  in- 
smuations  thrown  out  by  some  hon. 
Gentlemen  that  these  exhibitions  and 
bursaries  would  not  be  given  impartially. 
They  would  be  offered  to  clever  boys 
whatever  the  creed  or  the  politics  of  their 
parents  might  be.  He  would  regret  ex- 
tremely if  the  Amendment  were  carried. 
It  would  destroy  the  Bill  and  leave  them 
still  with  the  svstem  of  which  they  com- 
plained under  the  Boyal  University. 

♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  he  agreed  with 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford,  and  he 
hoped  the  Chief  Secretaiy  would  be  in- 
exorable on  this  point.  The  Amendment 
went  to  the  very  heart  of  the  Bill.  It 
would  establish  in  the  new  University 
two  competing  principles  which  would 
continue  to  compete  until  the  one  had 
finidly  vanquished  and  subjugated  the 
other.  He  believed  that  when  the 
system  of  examination  was  brought  in 
under  the  Boyal  University,  classes  in  the 
teaching  institutions  were  depleted  and 
men  ceased  to  learn  in  the  old  way,  and, 
what  was  more,  the  idea  of  University 
education  almost  ceased  to  exist  in  Ire- 
land. He  thought  London  University 
was  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  and  to 
him  it  was  an  example  to  be  avoided  in 
regard  to  Ireland.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  London  was  a  failure  in  its  own 
line,  but  he  thought  that  if  the  London 
system  were  transferred  to  Ireland  it 
would  be  an  absolute  failure  in  regard  to 
the  new  University.  He  admitted  that 
the  poverty  of  Ireland  was  a  matter  which 
deserved  consideration  in  this  matter,  and 
when  he  supported  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  as  against  a  system  of  external 
students,  he  did  not  do  it  on  the  high 
and  lofty  ground  of  academic  principle, 
but  on  the  ground  of  the  experience  of 
Ireland  itself.  The  canker  of  examination 
had  eaten  into  the  whole  educational 
system  of  Ireland.  He  opposed  the 
Amendment  not    on    any    a  priori   or 


academic  ground,  but  in  order  to  remedy 
an  evil  which  had  been  recognised  by 
everybody  in  Ireland  who  had  given 
serious  consideration  to  the  question. 
One  hon.  G^tleman  had  said  that  he 
did  not  know  who  had  ever  condemned 
the  system  of  the  Royal  University 
of  Ireland.  He  did  not  know  any- 
one out  of  this  House  who  had 
ever  defended  the  Royal  University 
system.  lu  three  volumes  of  evidence 
given  before  the  Robertson  Com- 
mission he  did  not  remember  the 
name  of  one  single  witness  who  had 
defended  it.  The  one  thing  on  which 
everyone  was  agreed  was  that  the 
system  must  be  brought  to  an  end. 
He  admitted  that  the  poverty  disability 
was  undoubtedly  a  real  one ;  but  other 
countries  had  proved  that  their  love  of 
learning  could  prevail  even  over  condi- 
tions of  poverty.  Everybody  who  knew 
Scotland  was  aware  that  though  there 
was  poverty  in  that  country,  thousands 
of  young  Scotsmen  flocked  to  their 
Universities;  and  once  the  love  of 
learning  was  kindled  in  the  people, 
poverty  would  be  no  bar  to  its  ac- 
quisition. As  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  had  said  there 
were  provisions  in  the  Bill  which  would 
make  it  possible  for  the  poorer  j  young 
men  in  Ireland  through  the  Intermediate 
Board  and  through  the  county  councils 
to  be  aided  in  their  University  education, 
by  way  of  scholarships,  bursaries,  and 
payment  of  fees.  And  it  was  to  be  remem* 
bered  that  a  certain  period  of  grace  was 
given.  The  system  was  not  to  be 
brought  to  an  end  at  once ;  at  least 
five  or  possibly  seven  years  interval 
would  elapse  during  which  candidates 
would  be  able  to  adjust  themselves  to 
the  new  conditions.  He  would  only 
say  that  if  he  had  to  choose  between 
an  academic  degree  without  academic 
training  and  academic  life  on  the  one 
hand;  and  an  academic  training  and 
academic  life  without  a  degree,  he 
should  choose  the  latter^ 


Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  for  reasons 
he  had  already  expressed  on  other  occa 
sions,  and  for  the  reasons  stated  by 
previous  speakers,  it  was  perfectly  im- 
possible for  him  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment.   The    effect    of   it   would  be  to 
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oontinae  the  existence  of  the  Boyal 
University  as  a  mere  examming  body 
with  students  coming  up  to  it  and 
taking  their  degree,  and  the  new  Uni- 
versity would  not  be  able  to  compete 
with  it.  An  hon.  Member  below  the 
gangway  had  spoken  of  getting  rid  of 
the  crammer;  but  he  did  not  believe 
it  posssible  that  any  University  body 
cotdd  dodge  the  crammer.  If  they  kept 
the  Royal  University  alive,  by  which  men 
could  get  a  degree  by  simply  passing  its 
examinations,  they  would  never  get  rid 
of  the  canker  which  was  eating  the  heart 
out  of  true  learning  in  Ireland.  It  was 
therefore  absolutely  essential  to  get  the 
Royal  University  out  of  the  way  after  a 
period  of  at  least  five  years. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  said  he  should 
vote  for  the  Grovemment  on  this  occasion 
on  account  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  He 
was  in  favour  of  the  Amendment.    He 


should  vote  against  it,  but  he  had  not 
time  to  state  the  reasons. 

Mb.  MOORE  hoped  the  mover  of 
the  Amendment  would  go  to  a  division, 
because  to  pass  the. clause  as  it  stood 
meant  a  great  hardship  to  many  students^ 
It  was  not  necessary  to  go  to  London  to 
see  how  the  Amendment  would  work. 
In  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  there  was  a 
system  whereby  extern  and  residential 
students  obtained  degrees  together,  and 
it  had  worked  exceedingly  well  so  long 
aa  the  standard  was  kept  up.  The  ex- 
perience of  London  University  showed 
that  the  two  systems  could  grow  up  to- 
gether, and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  two 
systems  should  not  prevail  in  the  new 
University. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — ^Ayes,  38;  Noes, 
263.  .  (Division  list  No.  217,) 
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Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Brace,  William 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  AUston 
Clough,  WiUiam 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A, 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Craig,Charlee  Curtis  (Antrim,S) 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,£.) 
Daliymple,  Viscount 


Dayies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gretton,  John 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MaoGeagh 
Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Linoo^) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Moore,  William 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J,  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 


O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
Richards,  Thoma8(W.Mbnm'Ui 
Rowlands,  J. 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StaflTsh.) 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
Williams,Llewelyn(Carmartii6ii 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellebs  fob  thb  Ayb9 — 
Sir  William  Collina  and  Mr. 
Seddon. 


KOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Armitage,  R. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beal^,  W.  P. 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beok,  A.  Cecil 

Bel  lairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Haralet8,S.Geo) 

Mr.  Birrell . 


Bertram,  Julius 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Boland,  John 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(Lanc8.  ,Leigh) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Byles,  WiUiam  Pollard 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,RtHn.  RichardKnight 

Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 


Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett,HC(Su8sex,E.Grinflt'd 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  <TyndmDtith) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Crean,  Engene 

Crooks,  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Curran,  Petei*  Fraiicis 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 
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Delany,  William 

DevUn,  Joseph 

Dickinson,W;H.(St.Pancras,N. 

IXllon,  John 

DoneUii,  Captain  A. 

Douehty,  Sir  George 

Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furne?8 

Dunne,Major£.Biartin(Wal8ali 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Erskine  David  C. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Esslemont,  George  Birnie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fcnwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glend inning,  R.  G. 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Qooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Ourdon,  Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Harcourt ,  RtHn.  L.(Rossendalo 
Harcourt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E, 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert.  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S. ) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H. 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Waiter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Hlingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William(Camarvon8hirc 
Joyce,  Michael 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
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Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Lirdner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

L3ver,  A.  Levy  (Essex, Harwich 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lundon,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyjll,  Charles  Henry 

Lyn3h,  H.  B. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Mcdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

Mac Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 

MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E. 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M*Killop,  W. 

M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim.N) 

Meehan, Patrick  A.  (Queen'sCo. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Basset  law) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,Charle8N.(Doncast*r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Kendal(Tipperary,Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brieo,  William  (Cork) 

O'Connor,  John (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

0'Kelly,Jame8(Ro8Comraon,N) 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paarce,  Robert  (Staffs ,  Leek) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pollard,  Dr. 
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Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
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Motion  made,  arid  Question,  "That 
further  condderation  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended  in  the  Standing  Committee,  be 
now  adjourned,"— (iff.  Birrell) — put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  [REMISSION]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
remission  of  the  debts  due  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works  in  Ireland 
from  certain  Railway  Companies,  in  pur- 
suance of  any  Act  of  the  present  session, 
to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  certain 
Local  Loans  out  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund, 
and  for  other  purposes  relating  to  Local 
Loans." — {Mr,  Hobhouse.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  May  I  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
give  the  explanation  I  asked  him  for 
last  night  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Bristol,  E.)  Slid  the  explanation  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  desired 
was  in  respect  of  Clauses  4  and  5.  The 
history  of  this  transaction,  which  went 
back  to  no  inconsiderable  date  was 
practically  this.  The  railway  was  con- 
structed out  of  a  loan  which  originally 
came  to  about  £20,000.  It  was  raised 
partly  by  subscription,  in  which  he 
thought  the  Spinners  Company  was 
largely  concerned,  and  partly  by  sub- 
scriptions by  local  residents,  and  partly 
by  grants  from  the  Treasury  to  £100,000. 
The  estimated  revenue  of  something  like 
£4,000  w.^s  found  to  be  very  much  over- 
estimated, and  it  eventually  proved  to 
be  about  £2,000,  having  a  net  deficiency 
of  £49,450.  The  position  came  to  this, 
that  the  local  railway  which  wf  s  r,t  thit 


time  working  the  line  on  behalf  of  the 
original  constructors,  found  they  were 
working  it  at  a  loss  of  £4,000  or  £5,000 
a  year,  and  they  made  an  offer  of  £2,000 
to   buy  the   line.    The    question   arose 
whether  it  was  wise  to  scrap  the  railway 
or  to  leave  it,  to  be  worked  at  a  loss,  to 
the  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Rail- 
way Company,   or,   as  it  subsequently 
became ,  the  Midland  Company.  By  scrap- 
ping it  a  sum  of  something  like  £6,000 
might  have  been  obtained  to  cover  the 
small   sum   advanced   for   construction, 
but  looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view 
of  those  who  held  the  mortgage  it  was 
thought  better  to  let  it  go  on  being 
worked,  and  a  sum  of  £2,000  was  eventu- 
ally accepted  for  the  line.    It  then  became 
necessary,   in   order   to  restore   to   the 
Public  Works  Loan  Fund  this  sum  of 
£17,000,  to  come  to  Parliament  with  this 
Act.    The   whole  thing  was  an  unfor- 
tunate   speculation.      Railway    experts 
were  sent  down  from  time  to  time  to 
inquire   into   the   working   of  the   line. 
The  first  two  greatly  over-estimated  the 
traffic  returns  and  under-estimated  the 
cost  of  the  line.     That  led  to  the  un- 
fortunate financial  state  of  things  which 
existed   when  the   bargain   was  struck. 
It  had  not  injured  in  any  way  the  persons 
who  subscribed  originally  to  construct 
the  railway,  and  on  the  whole  he  thought 
the  best  thing  that  could  have  been  done 
was  to  have  continued  the  line  by  letting 
it  be  taken  over  by  the  Midland. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  admitted  that  the 
present  Government  had  no  responsi- 
bility for  the  transaction,  but  he  wished 
to  denounce  the  British  Treasury. 
This  was  one  of  the  grossest  instances 
of  the  stupidity,  neglect,  and  absolute 
incompetence  of  the  British  Treasury. 
He  attacked  the  job  at  the  time,  and 
said  it  was  a  humbug.  He  told  them 
they  should  dandle  this  little  railway 
on  their  knee,  and  instead  they  threw 
it  to  the  wolves.  The  Treasury  concealed 
from  Parliament  that  there  yis^  JShi^  loan 
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in  the  background.    They  did  not  dare 
disclose  it,  as  money  was  being  actually 
thrown  away.     This  was  a  little  railway 
made    locally.    The    local    people    put 
their  money  in  it,  and  got  a  little  loan 
from  the  Treasury.    The  loan  was  not 
being  paid,  but  he  supposed  the  railway 
was  far  more  valuable  than  the  loan. 
The  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Bel- 
fast  and    Northern    Counties    Railway 
had   a    secret    deal    with   the  Midland 
Railway   Company   to   whom   they   in- 
tended selling  the  line,  and  they  kept 
it  from  the  Government,  and  persuaded 
some   gentleman    in    the    Treasury    to 
foreclose   the   mortgage.    Irishmen   did 
not  know  how  these  suggestions  were 
driven  into  the  minds  of  the  Treasury. 
They    did     not     know     the    Treasury 
clerks ;    but  gentlemen  in  England  who 
had  the  ear  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
advantage  of   their  society   and  could 
make  suggestions  to  them,  did  get  them 
at  times  to  do  what  turned  out  to  be 
gross  and  scandalous  jobs.     They  fore- 
closed   their    mortgage,    and,    through 
the   Member    for    East    Worcestershire, 
said — "  Oh,  what  are  we  to  do  1    These 
little  Irish  shareholders  are  poor  people, 
and  have  just  sold  and  destroyed  their 
little   railway."    That  was    very    good, 
but     the     following    year     the     great 
Midland    Railway    of    England     came 
and     bought     up     the     Belfast     and 
Northern    Counties   Railway    and    this 
little  railway.    "Why  did  not  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  and  the  Ck>vernment  of 
the  day  come  forward  then  and  insist 
on  reoovering  from  the  Midland  Railway 
Company,    who   had    a   most    valuable 
bargain,  this  £17,000  for  the  taicpayers  ? 
Where    were    the    watch    dogs    of    the 
Treasury  ?     They  talked  about  the  way 
in  which  the  Irish  peasants  did  not  pay 
their  debts  and  the  insolvency  of  the 
Irish  ratepayers ;    but  why  did  not  the 
Treasury  of  that  date  say  that,  in  addition 
to  giving  them  this  ten  miles  of  railway 
for  £2,000,  there  was  £17,000  which  they 
were  not  charging  them  and  which  they 


would  bring  forward  when  the  new 
Government  came  into  office  ?  Whoever 
wag  the  Treasury  clerk  responsible  for 
keeping  from  Parliament  a  transaction 
by  which  they  made  a  present  to  the 
great  Midland  Railway  Company  of 
£17,000  ought  to  be  bastinadoed.  He 
considered  the  matter  one  of  such  grave 
importance  that  in  his  view  a  Select 
Committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  it.  It  was  inaccurate,  he 
believed,  to  say  that  the  shareholders 
lost  no  money  by  the  transaction.  He 
thought  they  lost  the  whole  of  their 
money,  and  they,  at  any  rate,  got  no 
satisfaction  out  of  the  business.  Parlia- 
ment had  had  to  wait  until  the  year 
1908  for  the  sequel  to  this  transaction. 
Why  did  the  Public  Loans  Bill  of  1908 
contain  this  sum  of  £17,000  ?  Why  was 
it  not  proposed  in  1907,  1906,  or  1905  ? 
Why  had  there  been  all  this  delay  ?  It 
was  because  the  Treasury  hoped  that 
Parliament  would  have  forgotten,  and 
that  the  Irish  Members  would  have  been 
away  from  the  House.  They  hoped  to 
put  the  matter  through  in  the  small  hours 
of  the  morning,  and  that  the  history  of 
the  miserable  transaction  would  not  be 
exposed.  It  was,  however,  a  matter 
that  was  far  too  serious  to  be  allowed 
to  slip  by  i^ithout  protest,  because  it 
showed  how  Irish  afiairs  were  dealt  with 
at  Downing  Street.  Hon.  Members  were 
entitled  to  know  who  were  the  clerks 
and  others  who  had  kept  from  Parliament 
all  knowledge  of  this  unhappy  transac- 
tion. Whether  it  was  John  Smith  or 
John  Brown,  they  ought  to  have  the 
name  of  the  man.  These  were  the 
gentlemen  who  were  lording  it  over 
Ireland.  There  must  be  some  man  with 
a  name  who  was  responsible  for  the 
transaction.  Let  the  Treasury  repre- 
sentative say  who  he  was.  He  supposed 
it  was  somebody  who  had  a  C.B.  or  a 
knighthood.  He  repeated  with  all  the 
emphasis  he  could  use  that  they  were 
entitled  to  know  from  the  Secretary  to 
the   Treasury   who   was   the   individual 
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responsible  for  having  kept  such  an 
unfortunate  transaction  from  the  know- 
ledge of  Parliament  for  at  least  five  years. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE    said    that    the 
picturesqueness  of  the  description  of  the 
hon.    and    learned    Gentleman    of    this 
transaction  was  a  little  spoiled  by  the  fact 
that  the  final  part  of  the  transaction  was 
not  concluded  until  the  passing  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Act  of  1907.     There- 
fore, this  was  the  first  opportunity  there 
had  been  of  bringing  the  matter  before 
the  notice  of  the  House,  and  there  had  in 
fact  been  no  delay  whatever  in  acquaint- 
ing Parliament  with  the  transaction.     He 
wished  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  as  the 
representative   of  the   Treasury  in   the 
House  of  Conmions  he  and  he  alone, 
imder  the  authority,  of  course,  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    was    re- 
sponsible to  the    House,    and   Aot   the 
Treasury  clerks,  who  had  no  opportunity 
of  defending  themselves  in  that  Chamber. 
He    repeated   that   this    was   the    first 
opportunity  the  Treasury  could  have  had 
of  putting  the  facts  of  the  case  before  the 
House.     It  was  true  that  there  had  been 
a  loss  to  the  shareholders.     There  had 
also  been  a  loss  to  the  Treasury ;  but  there 
had  been  no  present  at  all  to  the  Midland 
Railway  Company.  What  were  the  facts  ? 
The  line  was  worked  at  a  loss  and  it 
was  very  liable,  therefore,  to  collapse  from 
want  of  funds.     He  could  assure  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  that,  as  far  as  he 
could  trace  the  history  of  the  case,  if  the 
line  had  been  left  to  its  own  imaided 
resources  it  must  have  been  closed  down. 
That  would  have  been  a  very  regrettable 
thing  from  the  public  point  of  view,  as 
well  as,  he  should  think,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
They  must  sympathise,  of  course,  with 
those  who  regretted  that  what  was  once 
an  independent  Irish  local  line  should 
have  been  transferred  to  a  large  British 
railway  company.     Still  it  was  better,  it 
seemed  to  him,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  district  itself  that  the  railway  should 
continue  to   be   worked  by  a  real   live 
Mr.  1\  M.  Htidy, 


company  than  that  it  should  have  beeu 
allowed  to  collapse  altogether.  He  hoped 
that  the  explanation  he  had  given  would 
satisfy  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  May  I  point  out 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  is 
entirely  mistaken.  The  true  fact  is  that 
the  Midland  Company  did  not  acquire 
the  line  in  1907,  but  in  1903. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  that  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Act  was  not  passed  until 
last  year.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  looked  at  Clause  4  h(  would  see 
that  it  read — 

41**  And  whereas  by  the  Midland  Railway  Act, 
1907,  an  agreement  for  sale  of  the  said  railway 
to  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  freed  and 
discharged  from  all  encumbrances,  liabilities, 
contracts,  debts  and  engagements  of  the 
Limavady  and  Dungiven  Railway  Company, 
for  the  sum  of  £2,0(K)  was  confirmed,  and  the 
said  purchase  money  has  since  been  paid." 

The  agreement  was  not,  therefore,  con- 
firmed until  1907,  and  the  Act  of 
that  year  obtained  by  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  was  really  the  one  under 
which  the  transaction  took  place. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  did  not  blame  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in  the  least 
for  the  inaccuracy,  but  he  was  entirely 
mistaken.  He  (Mr.  Healy)  debated  the 
matter  in  the  House  when  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Worcestershire  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection  became 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  or  about 
the  year  1904.  At  any  rate  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  when  he  (Mr.  Healy)  debated 
the  matter  with  him.  The  Act  under 
which  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
acquired  the  line  was  passed  as  &r 
back  as  1903.  There  was  no  doubt 
about  it.  He  would  not  oppose  the 
Bill  at  that  hour  of  the  morning,  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  free 
from  responsibility  in  the  matter.  He 
was  not  att»clrin|^th^l^^^tlem«n, 
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but  the  system,   which  was  altogether 
at  fault.     Why  on  earth  did  these  great 
Treasury    experts,    whose    names    were 
never  mentioned,  delay  five  years  before 
bringing  this  matter  before  the  notice 
of   Parhament  ?     Of    course,    the    hon. 
Qentleman  had  a  complete   answer  to 
him.    He   said   that   the   officials   were 
not  responsible  to   Parliament,   but   to 
the  heads  of  the  Department.    He  (Mr. 
Healy)  knew  the  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 
ments  were    inaccurate    having    regard 
to  the  true  facts,  but  he  did  not  care 
to  enter  into  a  controversy  with  him 
on    that    score.    The    hon.    Grentleman 
was  wrong,  but  did  not  know  it.    He 
was  quite  bona  fide.    There  must,  how- 
ever, be  some  person  in  the  Treasury 
who   was    individually    responsible    for 
the  matter,  and  they  should  know  who 
he    was,    even     though,    as    the    hon. 
Qentleman    said,  he    was    not    directly 
responsible    to    Parliament.     Somebody 
most  have  made  the  suggestion  of  fore- 
closing on  this  little  line  and  selling  it 
to  the  Belfast  and  Northern   Counties 
Railway  for   a  mere  song.    He  would 
like  to  know  who  made  that  suggestion 
to  the  Treasury.     Then  the  idea  of  the 
bargain  with  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany must  have  existed  in  somebody's 
mini    What  he  wanted  to  know  was 
this :    why  five  years  had  been  allowed 
to  elapse  before  the  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Parliament  ?     Why 
was  it   not    brought   before   them   last 
year?    This  Government  were  in  office 
last  year.     They  were   as   ignorant   of 
the  matter  last  year  as  they  were  to-day, 
and,  therefore,   quite  as  competent  to 
deal  with  it.    He  respectfully  protested 
against  the  system,  and  said  that  every 
PubUc  Works  Loans  Bill  covered  a  job. 
This  had  been  the  case  ever  since  he 
had  been    in    Parliament.     These   Bills 
were  brought  forward   year  after  year 
by  the  Treasury  clerks,  who  pretended 
to  be  great  experts  and  who  lorded  it 
over  Ireland,  as  well  as  over  England  and 
Scotland.     In  future  he  would  try  to 
peel  the   mask   ofi   the   face   of   these 
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gentlemen,  and  when  this  sort  of  thing 
occurred  again  he  would  demand  to 
know  who  was  the  individual  responsible 
for  it. 

Mr.  FORSTER  said  he  was  not 
conversant  with  the  details  of  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion,  but  he  rose  to 
make  an  emphatic  protest  against  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Louth,  whose  appearances  in  the 
House  were  all  too  rare.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  seen  fit  to  make 
a  gross  and  unfounded  charge  against 
the  Treasury  officials.  It  has  been 
his  (Mr.  Forster's)  happy  lot  only  a 
few  years  ago  to  serve  at  the  Treasury 
and  he  said  emphatically  that  no  per- 
manent official  of  that  Department  was 
open  to  the  grave  charge  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  formulated. 
Anybody  who  knew  these  gentlemen 
would  ridicule  the  suggestion  that  they 
could  in  any  way  be  associated  with  a 
grave  and  scandalous  job.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  been  a 
Member  of  the  House  long  enough  to 
know  that  if  he  had  any  charge  to  bring 
against  any  official  of  the  Treasury,  that 
charge  must  be  directed  against  the 
representative  of  that  Department  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  told  them  that  the 
operative  date  in  connection  with  this 
transaction  was  in  the  year  1907. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  It  was  not. 

Mr.  FORSTER  :  I  said  the  operative 
date.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
has  read  the  clause  in  the  Bill, 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  adhere  to  my 
statement.  The  Bill  was  passed  in 
1903. 


Mr.  FORSTER  said  that  the  Bill 
might  have  been  passed  in  1903,  but 
clearly  the  operative  date  was  not  until 
1907.  All  he  had  risen  to  do,  however, 
was  to  protest  against  the  action  which 
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the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  seen 
fit  to  take  that  night,  an  action  which 
he  thought  was  not  usual  with  gentlemen 
who  represented  Nationalist  constitu- 
encies in  Ireland.  He  was  sure  that 
on  calmer  reflection,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  would  see  that  his  protest  should 
have  been  directed  against  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Treasury  on  the  Govern- 
ment bench,  and  not  against  the  per- 
manent officials  who  were  not  there 
to    defend    themselves. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire)  said 
that  he  and  several  other  hon.  Members 
who  were  interested  in  railways  thought 
it  was  highly  desirable  that,  if  possible, 
they  should  have  exact  information  of 
what  had  happened.  The  Treasury  ap- 
peared to  have  lost  £17,601  which  they 
had  advanced  to  this  railway.  They 
all  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  spokeni  that  whatever  was 
done,  the  Government  in  power 
at  the  time  and  not  the  permanent 
officials  of  a  particular  department,  were 
responsible.  Having  advanced  £17,000 
to  the  railway  in  question,  the  Treasury 
eventually  foreclosed,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that  they  were  perfectly 
justified  in  doing  this. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  They  lost  £17,601. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  said  the  point  to  be 
borne  in  mind  was  that  the  Treasury 
foreclosed  and  became  the  owners  of  the 
little  railway  which  they  had  been  told 
was  ten  miles  long.  Then  it  appeared 
that  the  railway  was  sold  to  the  Belfast 
and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Company 
for  £2,000.  Everybody,  either  in  that 
House  or  out  of  it,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  working  of  railways  knew  that 
the  rails  alone  in  this  case  were  worth  a 
great  deal  more  than  £2,000.  They  could 
only  suppose  that  if  the  railway  was  sold 
for  that  ridiculously  small  sum  there  was 
some  arrangement  whereby  it  should  be 
worked  for  the  convenience  of  the  public. 
They  ought  to  be  told  what  that  arrange- 

Jfr.  Foister. 


ment  was.  The  small  railway  was 
eventually  sold  to  the  Midland  Railway 
Co.,  and  nobody  would  deny  that  each 
railway  company  was  bound  to  make  the 
best  bargain  it  could  for  itself.  What 
they  wanted  to  know  was  this :  The 
railway,  having  been  parted  with  for  a 
scrap-iron  price,  what  quid  pro  quo  was 
given  for  it?  Was  it  to  secure  advan- 
tages for  the  public  that  this  sacrifice 
of  public  money  had  been  made  1  He 
hoped  that  if  the  Bill  passed  through 
Conmiittee  that  night  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  would  undertake  to  give 
them  exact  particulars  of  the  transaction 
on  the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALYsaidit  was  not  to  be 
supposed,  if  the  Treasury  had  been  frank 
about  the  matter  when  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  were  negotiating  for 
this  railway,  that  Parliament  would  have 
allowed  the  transaction  to  go  through  in 
the  way  it  had  done.  The  Midland 
Company  got  this  line  costing  £50,000 
for  £2,000,  so  that  at  the  very  smallest 
computation  they  were  making  £48,000 
on  the  deal.  The  British  Government 
allowed  the  Midland  Company  of  England 
to  get  hold  of  that  valuable  bit  of  pro- 
perty for  £2,000,  concealing  from  the 
House  of  Commons  the  fact  that  there 
was  due  to  the  nation  this  money. 
England  as  well  as  Ireland,  the 
English  taxpayer  as  well  as  the  Irish, 
was  being  swindled.  He  only  raised 
the  question  because  he  knew  the  facts 
and  he  wanted  to  know  why  in  1903 
when  this  vigilant  watch-dog  of  the 
Treasury  was  standing  sniffing  over 
the  cash  and  when  the  Member  for 
Sevenoaks  was — ^he  did  not  know  what 
he  was,  he  never  paid  any  attention  to 
what  any  man  in  the  Government  was, 
they  were  all  the  same  to  him, ''  a  row 
of  jealous  individuals,"  as  the  late 
Mr.  Biggar  said — when  the  Member 
for  Sevenoaks  was  at  the  Treasury 
which  he  so  eloquently  defended,  he 
concealed,  if  he  was  responsible,  the 
facts.    The  Member  £pr  Sevenoaks  said 
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that  he  (Mr.  Haaly)  ought  to  attack  him. 
Ho  did  not  know  what  the  Member  for 
Sevenoaks  sins  were,  but  he  would  like 
to  be  told  why  that  transaction  was  not 
revealed  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  1903. 
They  had  on  the  Treasury  Bench  great 
zealots  of  economy,  and  the  matter  did 
not  afPect  the  Liberal  Party ;   they  were 
entirely  free  from  it,  because  the  Tory 
(Government  was  in  office.      Was  esfrii 
de   cotpa  so   strong   with   regard   to   a 
transaction  like  that  that  the  present 
Government  would  shield  the  Treasury 
Clerk  responsible  from  exposure  and  in 
the  meantime,  for  all  they  knew,  were 
distributing  C.B. -ships  and  baronetcies 
and  knighthoods  and    all  that  kind  of 
thing,    old-age    pensions    perhaps?      A 
Gentleman  in  the  House  of  Lords  was  so 
strongly  opposed  to  old-age  pensions  that 
he  took  £2,000  a  year  for  himself.    Let 
that  be  as  it  might,  he  asked  why  this 
Government,  in  regard  to  a  past  trans- 
action where  not  one  of  them  was  concerned 
and  not  one  of  them  was  afPected,  stood 
over  this  transaction,  covering  up  the 
conduct  of  Gentlemen  who  were  their 
predecessors  in  office  ?    It  was  really  a 
serious  matter.     The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  used  to  be  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.    He    understood    the    trans- 
action.    He  was  now  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet.       Was      it      not     a     pretty 
example    to    Irishmen    to    know    that 
an    Irish   line   worth   £50,000  could   be 
sold  for  £2,000  to   an   English  railway 
Company,  and  a  debt  of  £17,000  left  to 
the    British    Government ;     and    if    a 
humble  Irish  Member  with  a  memory 
of   the   transaction   had   not  raised  it, 
the  Bill  would  have  passed  smack-smooth 
and    without    the    Treasury    making    a 
single  comment.     The  Treasury  put  the 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill  into  the  hands 
of  the  right  hon,  Grentleman  who  was  now 
Secretary.     He  did  not  know  a  bit  about 
it.     There  ought  to  be  a  phonograph  on 
that  Bench.    He  (Mr.  Healy),  asked  the 
Financial  Secretary  last  night,  and  he 
knew  absolutely  nothing.    And  yet  such 
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was  the  system  of  legislation  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  he  was  put 
forward  to  pass  this  transaction,  and  they 
were  supposed  to  give  their  great  respect 
to  him.  He  was  doing  the  Treasury's 
job.  It  was  really  extraordinary  that 
not  one  single  member  of  the  bench 
responsible  for  that  transaction  raised 
his  voice  in  condemnation  of  what  was 
done  eight  years  ago. 


Mb.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  really 
thought  the  language  which  had  been 
used  and  the  insinuations  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  were  absolutely  and  entirely  un- 
justifiable. What  took  place  ?  The  line 
was  attempted  to  be  made  by  private 
subscription,  but  it  could  not  be  so 
completed,  and  the  promoters  came  to 
the  Treasury  for  a  loan.  That  loan 
was  eventually  made,  nominally  £20,000, 
actually  rather  less.  When  the  line  was 
completed  it  was  never  worked  by  the 
company  as  many  small  lines  were  never 
worked  by  the  company  which  con- 
structed them.  It  was  worked  by  the 
Belfast  Northern  Counties  Company 
by  arrangement.  The  company  had 
never  from  the  first  moment  paid  a  single 
penny  of  interest  upon  the  money  ad- 
vanced by  the  Treasury.  That  very 
clause  which  wiped  off  the  principal  had 
to  wipe  off  the  whole  of  the  interest 
which  ought  to  have  been  paid  in  return 
for  the  loan. 

Me.  T.  M.  healy  :  Why  were  we  not 
told  this  six  or  seven  years  ago  ? 


Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  was  not  on 
that  bench  sev.en  years  ago.  He 
was  now  explaining  the  actual,  not 
the  imaginary  facts  to  the  House. 
If  it  was  the  desire  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  that  no  money  should 
ever  again  go  to  an  Irish  loan,  nobody 
would  be  better  pleased  than  the  Treasury. 
Whether  that  would  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
oth^r  side  of  the  Hous^b^loj^ the  gangw^]^ 
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he  was  not  quite  certain,  but  as  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  he  would  second 
his  endeavour.  Returning  to  the  actual 
facts  of  the  case  this  company,  as  he  said, 
failed  to  pay  a  single  penny  of  interest, 
and  therefore  not  only  the  principal,  but 
a  large  sum  of  interest  had  accumulated 
in  arrears.  The  hon.  Member  who  sat 
for  Argyllshire  said  :  "  What  a  bad  bar- 
gain the  Treasury  made  !  "  Again  look 
at  the  facts.  The  Treasury  tried  to  get 
£5,000  for  the  railway.  Nobody  would 
pay  it.  The  best  they  could  get  for  it 
was  £2,000.  They  were  informed  at  the 
time  the  sale  took  place  that  at  least  a 
sum  of  £8,000  would  have  to  be  spent  on 
sleepers  alone.  On  the  report  on  which 
the  T'^easury  acted,  he  asked  would  any 
Men  ber  of  the  House  have  advanced  any 
large  sum  .  uch  as  that  which  the  Member 
for  Argyllshire  suggcbted  ought  to  have 
been  advanced  upon  a  railway  which  was 
worked  at  a  loss,  whose  permanent  wa^ 
was  in  so  bad  a  condition  that  a  sum  of 
£8,000  for  aleepers  alone  would  have  to  be 
spent  on  a  line  ten  and  a  quarter  iriles 
long  which  had  not  paid  a  single  penny 
of  interest  from  the  day  it  was  constructed? 
The  only  alternative  to  taking  the  bum 
which  the  Treasury  eventually  accepted 
would  ha\e  been  to  break  up  the  whole 
line  with  great  detriment  to  the  district 
concerned.  Though  a  larger  sum  would 
have  been  realised  to  the  Treasury  he 
thought  that  course  would  have  been 
harsh  and  ungracious. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  said  his  hon. 
friend  did  not  see  his  point.  What- 
ever the  line  was  worth,  it  was  worth 
the  value  of  the  rails.  Everybody  must 
see  that  the  rails  of  a  line  ten  and 
a  quarter  miles  long  must  be  worth 
more  than  £2,000.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's predecessors  were  perfectly  right 
in  helping  the  line  if  they  could,  but 


and  N6rthem  Counties  Railway  for 
£2,000,  but  what  guarantee  did  they 
get  that  the  line  would  be  worked  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  at  reason- 
able rates  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  bring  that  up  on  Report  ? 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  there  was 
nothing  to  bring  up  on  Report  further 
than  the  explanation  which  he  thought 
he  had  offered  at  great  length.  The 
Treasury,  as  he  had  told  the  House,  could 
have  got  a  sum  of  £6,000  if  they  had 
broken  up  the  line.  That  was  what 
they  were  told  they  could  have  got  if 
they  had  broken  up  everything  and 
carted  it  away.  They  preferred  to  take 
a  smaller  sum  and  keep  the  railway  for 
the  inhabitants.  The  bargain  was  that 
they  got  £2,000,  and  the  railway  instead 
of  being  dead  was  now  alive,  and  being 
worked  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  MAREHAM  (Notts,  Mansfield) 
said  he  objected  to  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  giving  information  to  the 
House  unless  he  had  verified  that 
information.  He  had  stated  to  the 
House  that  the  sleepers  alone  for  the 
line  would  cost  £8,000.  A  railway  did 
not  take  more  than  2,000  sleepers 
to  the  mile.  The  cost  would  not  at 
the  most  exceed  3s.  fid.  per  sleeper, 
and  the  total  cost  of  the  sleepers  could 
not  in  any  case  come  to  more  than 
£3,500.  How  did  tbey  get  the  balance 
of  £4,500  % 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  said  he  did  not 
blame  the  present  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  personally.  What  he  did  was 
simply  to  expose  the  Treasury  tricks 
and  methods.  It  was  nothing  to  him; 
no  doubt  the  line  was  a  good  line, 
and  he  wished  its  possessors  joy  of  it, 
but  why  were  the  facts  concealed  from 


the  point  was,  how  much  public  money    the  House  of  Commons  for  seven  years  ? 


were  they  to  sacrifice  to  do  that?  What 
were  the  terms  of  the  bargain  ?  He 
did  not  say  they  were  not  justified  in 
handing  over  the  line  to  the  Befast 
Mr,  Hobhouse. 


Why  was  this  in  the  Bill  of  1908  only  ? 


The     DEPUTY 
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and  learned  Member  has  repeated  that 
several  times. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY: 

got  an  answer. 


But  I  never 


The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  cannot  go 
on   repeating  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  All  I  want  is 
an  answer.  I  do  not  want  to  keep 
the  House  of  Commons  up,  but  I  do 
respectfully  submit  that  we  are  entitled 
to  know  who  is  the  person  responsible 
for  having  kept  from  the  House  of 
Commons  the  facts  for  over  five  years. 
Why  not  have  put  it  over  for  another 
five  years  ? 

Thb  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has  stated 
that  he  is  responsible  for  whatever  fault 
is  in  the  Treasury.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  got  his  answer  that  the 
Treasury  Bench  accept  full  responsibility. 
Obviously,  there  can  be  no  further 
answer. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle)  asked  how 
long  the  rails  on  that  line  had  been 
laid  down,  and  how  many  locomotives 
the  line  possessed.  Surely  locomotives 
would  be  required  on  the  line. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  had  ahready 
explained  that  a  very  small  line 
had  been  worked  by  the  Belfast  and 
Northern  Counties  Railway  Company, 
and  therefore,  they  required  no  loco- 
motives but  their  own. 

*Mr.  HUDSON  said  there  was  the 
line  at  least,  and  there  were  stations 
and  buildings  and  some  railway  stock 
of  some  description.  There  were  the 
land,  stations  and  buildings,  and  even 
if  two-thirds  of   the  estimated  cost  as 
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mentioned  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  was  necessary  to  re-sleeper 
the  line,  that  line  would  at  least 
be  worth  three  times  as  much  as 
the  amount  in  question,  and  therefore, 
the  transaction  on  the  face  of  it  had 
been  a  very  bad  one  indeed.  He  was 
really  astonished  at  the  explanation 
which  had  been  given.  To  put  it  at 
its  lowest  value  the  railway  was  worth 
ten  times  as  much  as  it  had  been  given 
away  for. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  this  day. 


NAVAL  LANDS  (VOLUNTEERS)  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment;  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


NAVAL  MARRIAGES  BILL. 
Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
V7hole  House  for  this  day. — {Mr. 
McKenna.) 

REGISTRATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered. 

The  attorney-general  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  S.  Shields)  moved  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  FORSTER  said  an  Amendment 
was  accepted  by  the  Attorney- General 
on  a  previous  stage,  but  it  did  not  appear 
in  the  Bill.  He  took  it  that  the  reason 
for  that  was  that  the  Bill  had  not  been 
reprinted. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  that  that  was 
the  case. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
R 
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other  arrangements  in  regard  to  Ireland, 
had  been  broken.  They  ought  to  have 
a  representative  in  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Grovemment  might  consider  the  advis- 
bility,  if  that  House  was  to  be  of  any 
real  use  in  local  matters,  of  bringing  in 
a  Bill  to  re-establish  the  Irish  Vice- 
Chancellor,  and  thus  give  Ireland  some 
voice  in  th^  Treasury.  It  might,  of  course, 
be  that  that  small  Bill  had  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  larger  Bill  in  consequence 
of  representations  which  had  been  made, 
but  in  any  case  he  was  sorry  that 
it  had  been  substituted.  The  Bill  was 
at  the  best  bound  to  have  a  very  small 
result.  If  he  received  no  answer  from 
the  Treasury  Bench  he  would  divide 
against  the  Bill. 

Mr.. CONOR  O'KELLY  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  would  give  an 
answer  to  the  questions  which  had  been 
raised.  It  was  a  very  serious  matter  con- 
nected with  the  county  councils  of  Ireland 
that  they  were  considering,  and  surely 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  want- 
ing in  that  courtesy  which  was  usually 
extended  from  the  Treasury  Bench  to 
hon.  Members. 


GRAND    JURY    (IRELAND)    ACT    (1836), 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

As  amended  considered. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.)  said  that  before  the  Bill  was 
read  a  third  time  he  would  like 
to  say  that  he  regretted  very 
much  that  another  Bill  which  had  been 
introduced  for  a  similar  purpose  had  been 
withdrawn  some  days  previously.  The 
Bill  which  had  been  withdrawn  enabled  a 
larger  sum  to  be  devoted  by  the  Irish 
county  councils  for  the  construction  of 
marine  works,  while  the  Bill  they  were 
now  considering  only  allowed  them  to 
spend  £1,500.  He  considered  £1,500 
was  not  an  adequate  sum  so  far  as  his 
particular  district  was  concerned. 
£1,500  would  not  enable  them  to  do  the 
work  they  ought  to  do,  and  the  Bill  which 
had  been  withdrawn  was  much  more 
satisfactory.  He  did  not  blame  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  which  he 
had  no  doubt  had  done  its  best,  but  he 
wished  to  know  why  the  previous  Bill 
had  been  withdrawn  and  this  Bill 
substituted.  All  the  Bill  did  was  to 
allow  the  Irish  county  coimcils  to  spend 
their  own  money,  the  rates  of  the  Irish 
taxpayer,  for  the  improvement  of  marine 
works  on  their  coast.  What  object 
could  anyone  have  in  objecting  to  their 
spending  their  own  money  ?  He  was 
told  the  Treasury  objected,  but  what 
business  had  the  Treasury  to  object 
seeing  that  it  did  not  contribute  any 
money  to  their  marine  works  ?  He  might 
be  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  Treasury 
was  the  evil  genius,  but  if  it  was  perhaps 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture would  say  so.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  objection  was  made  if 
it  was  the  Treasury  which  objected. 
If  the  Treasury  really  wanted  to  put 
its  finger  into  every  Irish  pie  it  was 
quite  time  they  had  some  representation 
on  tho  Treasury.  It  had  been  agreed 
in  1817  that  there  should  be  an  Irish 
Vice- Chancellor  attached  to  the  Treasury, 
but  that  arrangement,  like  a  great  many 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  had  done 
his  best  in  difiicult  circumstances  in  order 
that  the  county  councils  might  co-operate 
in  small  works,  and  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  his  Department  that  the  smaller  sum 
only  had  been  allowed. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  said  he  was 
quite  satisfied  with  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said.  He  knew  it  was 
not  the  fault  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  he  extremely  regretted  the  course 
that  had  been  adopted. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

Adjourned    at    Sixteen     minutes 
before  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  2ith  July,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  dock. 


1 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BJUB  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz  : — London  (Westminster  and 
Kensington)  Electric  Supply  Companies 
Bill  [Lords];  London  Electric  Supply 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
a.  time. 

'^  Liverpool  Corporation  ((Jeneral  Powers) 
'^  Bill ;    Tyne  Improvement  Bill ;   Widnes 

Corporation    Bill. — Lords    Amendments 

considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Ma^ate  (Corporation  Bill ;  Manchester 
I  Corporation  Bill;  Burnley  CJorporation 
^  Bill. — ^Lords  Amendments,  in  pursuance 
:§  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  23rd  July, 
"g  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

t^  Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill 
^  [Lords] ;  Licith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords] ; 
'5  London,  Brighton,  and  South  (Doast 
^  Railway    Bill    [Lords] ;     Ravensthorpe 

Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]. — 
^  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords  ;  Glas- 
gow and  South  Western  Railway  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amend- 
ment. 

Gas  Orders  (Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Gas  and  Water  Orders  CJonfirmation  Bill 
[Lords]  ;    Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
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Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended, 
considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
To-morrow. 

Local  (Jovemment  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].— As 
amended,  considered;  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from   Southend,   in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Southend,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Chippen- 
ham ;  CJockfield ;  Newbridge  ;  Newport ; 
Porchfield;  Rhosybol ;  Totland  Bay; 
and  Weybridge  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table , 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL   OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kirkaldy,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AJtfENDMENT 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Glassary  ; 
and  Neilstone  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TREATY  SERIES  (No.  20,  1908). 
Copy  piesented,  of  Agreement  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy  respecting 
(Commercial  Traveller's  Samples.  Signed 
at  Rome,  30th  May,  1908  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PEACE  CONFERENCE  AT  THE  HAGUE 
(MISCELLANEOUS.  No.  5,  1908). 

C!opy  presented,  of  further  Corres- 
pondence respecting  the  Second  Peace 
Conference  held  at  the  Hague  in  1907 
[by  Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PEACE  CONFERENCE  AT  THE     HAGUE 
(MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  6,  1908). 

Copy  presented,  of  Final  Act  of  the 
Second  Peace  Conference  held  at  the 
Hague  in  1907,  and  Convention  and 
Declaration  annexed  thereto  [by  Com- 
mand] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table,  ^^^t^ 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
CJopy  preseAted,  of  Statement  Bhowing 
for  each  Secondary  School,  in  respect  of 
which  Waiver  Resolutions  were  passed 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  Article  43 
of  the  Reg^ations  for  Secondary  Schools, 

1907,  the  Articles  which  the  Board  were 
asked  to  waive  and  their  decision  as 
regards  each  Article  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  AND  QUARRIES  (FIRE  AT 
HAMSTEAD  COLLIERY). 

CJopy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment by  R.  A.  S.  Redmayne,  Esq.,  on 
the  causes  of,  and  circumstances  attend- 
ing, an  underground  fire  which  occurred 
at  Hamstead  Colliery  on  4th  March,  1908 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BASUTOLAND. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Basutoland  National  Council, 

1908,  and  Correspondence  as  to  affairs 
of  Basutoland  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NATAL. 
Copy   presented,    of    further    Corres- 
pondence relating  to  Native  Affairs  in 
Natal  [by  Command];    to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BANKRUPTCY. 
Copy  presented,  of  Twenty  -  fifth 
General  Annual  Report  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  under  The  Bankruptcy  Act,  1883 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  254.] 


BANKRUPTCY  (GENERAL  RULES).      . 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Rules,  dated  6th  July,  1908,  made  pur- 
suant to  the  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and 
1890  [by  Act] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CUSTOHS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Fifty-second  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1908  [by 
Command];    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICES    (SUPPLEAIENTARY 
ESTIMATE,  1908-9). 

Copy  presented,  of  a  Revised  Estimate 
of  the  Further  Amount  required  in  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1909,  for  Public 
Education  (Ireland)  [by  Command] ; 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  255.] 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  AND 
COURT  OP  APPEAL,  ETC. 

Copy  presented,  of  Accoimt  showing 
the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  and  the 
Court  of  Appeal  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1908  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  256.2 

SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Resolved,  "  That  this  House  do  meet 
To-morrow,  at  Ten  of  the  Clock."— {3fr. 
Joseph  Pease.) 

GUARANTEED  2}  PER  CENT. 
STOCK. 

Return  ordered,  "of  Guaranteed  2 J 
Per  Cent.  Stock  Issues  under  the  Irish 
Land  Act,  1903,  in  the  following  form  : — 


Date  of 
Issue. 


Amount. 


PVice. 


Cash 
Product. 


Deficit. 


Annual  Charge  on 

Ireland  Development 

Grant  for  Excess  Stock. 


— {Mr.  John  Roche.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCUIATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

AppointmentB  in  Armagh  Post  Office. 

Mr.  p.  MEEHAN  (Queen's  County, 
Leix) :  To  ask  theTPostmaster-General 
whether  he  is'aware  that  in  the  month  of 
January  last  candidates  wer^  invited  for 


the  position  of  male  learner  in  the  Armagh 
Post  Office ;  that  a  competitive  examina- 
tion was  held ;  that,  when  it  was  found 
that  the  successful  candidates  were 
Catholic  boys  from  the  Christian  Brothers' 
schools,  no  appointment  was  made,  and 
whether  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  a 
female  who  had  previously  failed  to  pass 
the  necessary  examination  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that^tb(?^|^^ale  staftat  Armagh. 
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was  formerly  fixed  at  three,  and  will  he 
Bay  on  what  grounds  the  female  staff  has 
heeR  increased;  and  whether  there  is  a 
Catholic  officer  at  Armagh,  having  twenty 
years  service  and  an  excellent  record, 
whose  promotion  has  been  prevented  by 
the  anti-Catholic  influences  at  this  office. 

{Mr.  Sydney  Buxkm.)  I  strongly 
deprecate  the  implication  conveyed  in 
this  Question  that  a  candidate's  chance 
of  obtaining  an  i^pointment  to  the  Post 
Office  service  is  i^ected  by  his  religious 
beliefs.  The  arrangements  for  such  com- 
petitions as  that  at  Armagh  have  to  be 
made  some  considerable  time  in  advance, 
and  in  this  particular  case  the  situation 
for  a  male  learner  which  was  offered  for 
competition  was  abolished  in  connection 
with  a  revision  of  the  indoor  staff  at 
Armagh  three  weeks  before  the  com- 
petition was  held.  As,  however,  the 
competition  had  been  advertised  it  was 
considered  better  that  it  should  be  held, 
notwithstanding  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  appoint  the  successful  candi- 
date to  Armagh.  The  successful  candi- 
date has  accepted  an  appointment  at 
Lurgan.  The  addition  of  one  appoint- 
ment for  a  female  sorting  clerk  and 
telegraphist  at  Armagh  was  authorised  in 
January  last  to  provide  for  an  increase  of 
work.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
religious  beliefs  of  any  of  the  officers  at 
Armagh,  and  the  suggestion  in  the  last 
part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question  is 
absolutely  without  foundation. 

Classification  of  Bournemouth  Post  Office. 
Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchurch) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-Qeneral  whether  the 
Bournemouth  office  has  been  raised  by 
his  recent  classification  to  be  a  Class  2 
office;  whether,  in  view  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Hobhouse  Committee 
that  in  such  offices  a  division  of  the 
postal  and  telegraph  staffs  should  take 
place,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  carry  out  such  reorganisation ; 
and  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of  dual 
qualifications  being  insisted  on  at  Bourne- 
mouth, men  fully  qualified  in  postal 
duties  have  had  their  increments  arrested 
for  inefficiency  as  telegraphists. 

(Answered   by    Mr.    Sydney   Buxton.) 
The  Bournemouth  office  under  the  new 


classification  is  in  Glass  2,  and  the 
question  ^[whether  the  staff  should  be 
divided  or  not  is  at  present  under  con- 
sideration. The  new  classificati6n  is 
determined  partly  by  the  amount  of 
work  and  partly  by  the  cost  of  living ; 
and  the  staff  at  offices  placed  in  Class  2 
on  the  latter  grounds  wUl  not  be  divided 
unless -the  nature  of  the  work  renders 
division  necessary.  So  long  as  the  staff 
at  Bournemouth  remains  amalgamated 
dual  qualification  is  required,  but  if  the 
staff  is  divided  I  will  consider  specially 
the  case  of  any  officer  whose  increment 
has  been  arrested  because  he  is  not 
dually  qualified. 

I 
Irish  Savings  Bank  Work. 

Me.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-(3eneral  whether, 
seeing  that  he  is  unable  to  furnish  the 
main  details  of  the  approximate  total 
cost  of  having  the  Irish  Savings  Bank 
work  done  in  London  and  the  main 
details  of  the  approximate  total  cost  if 
such  work  were  done  in  Dublin,  he  will 
say  on  what  basis  it  is  officially  stated 
that  it  is  more  economical  to  do  such 
Irish  work  in  London  than  in  Dublin. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
If  the  work  connected  with  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  accoimts  opened  in  Ireland 
were  transferred  from  London  to  Dublin 
it  would  be  necessary  to  re-advise  every 
transaction  which  took  place  in  one 
country  in  respect  of  an  account  opened 
in  the  other.  There  would  also  be 
duplication  of  other  work,  and  the  cost  of 
supervision  would  be  higher  if  the  force 
were  divided. 

Transfer  of  Postal  Clerks  from  London  to 
Dublin. 

Mb.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  seeing  that  many  Irish 
female  clerks  in  the  General  Post  Office 
in  London  have  for  a  number  of  years 
had  their  names  registered  as  desiring  to 
transfer  to  Dublin,  that  such  transfer  is 
frequently  desired  for  health  reasons, 
and  that  Miss  Bradley,  one  of  these 
clerks,  was  some  months  ago  compelled 
to  retire  on  pension  although  she  had 
made  repeated  applications  for  a  transfer 
to  Dublin  on  account  of  health,  he  will 
explain  why  a  junior  female  clerk  with 
less  than  two  years  service  is  about  to  be 
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transferred  £rom  London  to  Dublin  on 
account  of  ill-health. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
explained  in  writing  to  my  hon.  friend, 
as  long  ago  as  7th  April  last,  the  circum- 
stances which  unfortunately  disqualify 
Miss  Bradley  for  further  service  in  the 
Post  Office.  The  disqualification  applies 
obviously  no  less  to  service  in  Dublin 
than  to  service  in  London. 

Mb.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  seeing  that  several 
Savings  Bank  women  clerks  of  Irish 
nationality,  who  had,  or  who  had  not, 
registered  their  names  as  desiring  transfer 
to  Dublin,  were  asked  by  the  savings 
bank  authorities,  either  privately  or 
officially,  some  time  before  the  present 
Government  came  into  office,  if  they  would 
be  willing  to  serve  in  Dublin ;  that  the 
average  vacancies  for  women  clerks  in 
Dublin  number  only  one  or  two  a  year ; 
that  several  Savings  Bank  women  clerks 
of  Irish  nationality  had  already  registered 
their  names  as  desiring  transfer  to 
Dublin ;  and  that,  as  it  is  now  officially 
denied  that  the  late  Government  con- 
templated the  transfer  of  the  Irish  Sav- 
ings Bank  work  to  Dublin,  he  will  now 
say  why  such  a  nimiber  of  Savings  Bank 
women  clerks  were,  at  the  time  referred 
to,  asked  whether  they  would  be  wiUing 
to  serve  in  Dublin. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
This  Question  is  identical  with  one  put 
by  my  hon.  friend  on  14th  May.  I  fear 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  which 
I  gave  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Greneral  whether,  seeing  'that  a  number 
of  Savings  Bank  women  clerks  were 
asked  by  the  Savings  Bank  authorities, 
either  privately  or  officially,  some  time 
before  the  present  Government  came 
into  office,  if  they  would  serve  in  Dublin  ; 
that  about  fifty-eight  women  clerks 
serving  in  London  had  already  applied 
for  transfer  to  Dublin ;  that  the 
number  of  vacancies  for  women  clerks 
in  Dublin  averages  only  one  or  two 
per  annum;  that  the  late  Government 
contemplated  the  transfer  of  the  Irish 
Savings  Bank  work^from  London  to 
Dublin;    that  the  percentages  pf  Irish 


deposits  and  withdrawals  made  through 
British  deposit  books  and  vice  versa,  as 
worked  out  by  the  Savings  Bank,  either 
privately  or  officially,  show  only  1  per 
cent,  approximately  on  the  totals ;  that, 
apart  bom  the  inconvenience  to  Irish 
depositors,  Ireland  loses  £30,000  per 
annum  by  having  the  Irish  Savings 
Bank  accounts  kept  in  London;  t^t 
99  per  cent,  of  the  manufactured  stufE 
used  in  the  Post  Office  in  Ireland  is  not 
manufactured  in  Ireland ;  that  clerical 
work  can  be  as  efficiently  and,  having 
regard  to  the  cost  of  housing  accommoda- 
tion, more  economically  performed  in 
Dublin  than  in  London ;  and  that  it 
would  be  more  in  conformity  with 
Irish  ideas  if  the  Irish  Savings  Bank 
accounts  were  kept  in  Dublin,  he  will 
further  consider  the  advisability  of 
transferring  the  work  of  keeping  these 
accounts  from  London  to  Dublin. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  various  repb'e^ 
which  I  have  given  to  my  hon.  friend's 
previous  Questions  on  this  subject, 
except  that  I  must  not  be  taken  as 
admitting  the  accuracy  of  the  numerous 
statements  which  his  Question  contains, 

British  Post  Office  at  Tientsin. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
what  countries  have  Post  Offices  in 
Tientsin ;  whether  steps  are  being  taken 
to  abolish  the  British  Post  Office  at  that 
place ;  has  Germany  ofEered  to  take  over 
the  British  postal  business  there ; 
whether  the  British  or  Imperial  Treasury 
has  definitely  refused  to  contribute  any- 
thing towards  the  British  Post  Office  at 
Tientsin ;  whether  it  has  been  definitely 
decided  to  close  the  British  Post  Office 
at  Teintsin  in  October  next  unless  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place  pay  a  large  sum 
of  money  for  the  expenses ;  and  whether 
any  demand  whatever  has  been  made  by 
Germany  from  the  German  subjects 
there  for  postal  expenses  of  the  Tientsin 
German  Post  Office. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  Be- 
sides the  Chinese  Impeiial  Post  Office, 
there  are  British,  French,  German, 
Japanese,  and  Russian  Post  Offices  at 
Tientsin*  The  question  of  the  con- 
tinued maintenance  of  the  British  agency 
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is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  I  have  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  incidence  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  German  agency. 

Wages,  Work,  and  Cost  of  Liying  of  Agri- 
cultural Labourers. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state,  in  the 
form  of  a  comparative  table,  what  are 
the  average  hours  of  work,  the  average 
rates  of  wages,  and  the  average  cost  of 
living  of  agricultural  labourers  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  United  States, 
France,  Germany,  Russia,  and  Italy, 
respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill,)  I  regret 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  statistical 
information  available  to  enable  me  to 
give  my  hon.  friend  the  comparative 
figures  he  requires. 

Postal  Employee  and  Portadown 
IMstnrbances. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  letter-carrier  in  the 
employment  of  the  local  post  office 
was  a  member  of  a  band  who  paraded 
the  streets  of  Portadown  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th  instant,  cursing  the  Pope 
and  smashing  the  windows  and  doors 
of  Catholic  houses ;  and  whether  any 
reprimand  will  be  conveyed  to  this 
individual. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,)  I 
will  make  inquiry  on  the  siibject. 

Englisb  Ancient  Monuments— Terms  of 
Beference. 

Mr.  SILCOCK  (Somersetshire,  Wells) : 
To  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  the 
Government  will  include  in  the  terms 
of  reference  to  the  Royal  Commission 
for  reporting  upon  the  preservation  of 
ancient  monuments  an  inquiry  into  the 
desirability  of  taking  steps  for  the 
protection  from  injury  or  desecration 
of  scenes  of  great  natural  beauty  or 
historic  interest,  such  as  the  Cheddar 
Cliffs,  in  Somerset,  which  are  being 
seriously  injured  by  quarrying  operations. 


{Answered  by  Mr,  Asquith.)  The  terms 
of  reference  will  be  similar  to  those  of 
the  Scottish  Commission. 

Vacant  Post  of  Director  of  tli^  Natural 
History  Mnsenm. 
Mr.  sears  (Cheltenham):  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  post  of  Director  of  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  South  Kensington, 
has  been  vacant  since  January  last ;  will 
he  say  if  there  is  any  intention  to  abolish 
this  post ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
to  leave  this  museum,  which  costs  about 
£54,000  annually  to  maintain,  without 
a  scientifically-trained  director. 

{Af^ioered  by  Mr,  Asqukh,)  I  shall  , 
shortly  be  receiving  a  deputation  on 
this  subject,  and  perhaps  my  hon. 
friend  will  defer  his  Question  until  I 
have  heard  what  representations  may 
be  made  to  me. 

Repair  of  Ballintoy  Pier. 
Mr.  GLENDINNING  (Antrim,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart* 
ment  of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  County  Council  of  Antrim 
have  bought  the  pier  at  Ballintoy,  there- 
by obtaining  full  control ;  and  if  under 
these  circumstances  the  promise  of  the 
Board  to  repair  the  pier  may  be  carried 
out  at  once,  as  risk  is  run  of  total  destruc- 
tion if  this  work  is  not  completed  before 
the  late  autumn  and  winter  gales  come, 
which  are  so  frequent  on  this  coast. 

{AnsweredbyMr.T.W.RusseU.)  Port 
Ballintoy  is  in  process  of  being  transferred 
to  the  county.  When  the  necessary  legal 
steps  are  completed  the  work  will  be 
undertaken  witi  the  least  possible  delay. 

Bathlin  Fishing  Pier. 
Mr.  GLENDINNING;  To  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  (Ireland)  if  he  is  aware  of  the 
condition  of  the  fishermen's  pier,  Rathlin 
Island,  and  of  the  necessity  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  help  them ;  and 
if  he  proposes  to  contribute  to  the  repair 
of  their  pier  to  enable  them  to  get  out 
and  in  with  convenience  and  safety,  thus 
helping  these  poor  people  to  earn  a  living, 
which  is  practically  impossible  under 
present  conditions.  *     r-w^rrl/^ 
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(Answered  by  Mr,  T,  W.  Russell.)  I 
would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
Answer  to  the  Question  on  this  subject 
which  was  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  on  the  16th  instant. 

Cairo  Drainage  Schemes. 
Mr.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs 
whether  the  Foreign  Office  have  any 
detailed  information  with  regard  to  the 
scheme  prepared  by  the  Egyjptian  Qovern- 
ment  for  the  drainage  of  Cairo ;  whether 
certain  portions  of  the  scheme  necessitate 
the  adoption  of  one  particular  patent; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  advise  the 
Egyptian  Qovemment  to  throw  the  whole 
scheme  open  to  competition  and  give  full 
consideration  to  alternative  methods. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward  Grey,) 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  reply  which  I 
returned  to  the  Question  asked'^by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Tyneside  Division 
of  Northumberland  on  the  7th  instant. 
I  have  not  yet  received  any  further 
information.* 

Board  of  Education  Lifts. 
Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  whether  a  rule 
has  been  put  in  force  lately  to  the  efEect 
that  only  the  higher  sta£E  are  to  use  the 
lifts  in  the  new  building  of  the  Board  of 
Education ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
explain  why  this  difference  of  treatment 
has  been  made  between  the  higher  stafE 
and  junior  assistants. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman,)  The 
two  passenger  lifts  provided  in  the  por- 
tion of  the  new  building  assigned  to  the 
Board  of  Education  would  be  quite  in- 
sufficient to  supply,  without  some  re- 
striction, the  requirements  both  of 
visitors,  and  of  the  Board's  stafE  which 
will  number  over  1,000.  It  has  there- 
fore been  found  necessary  to  restrict 
their  use  to  officers  of  or  above  the  rank 
of  minor  stafi  clerk. 

Education   Grants^-Deduction   for 
Teachers*  Superannuation. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  with  reference  to 
the  deductions  from  the  grants  payable 
to  school  boards  and  other  educational 
bodies  for  teachers'  superannuation  under 


Clause  13  of  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Bill,  as  amended  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, whether  that  deduction  is  to  be 
made  in  respect  of  the  teachers  of  each 
school  board  or  other  governing  body 
from  the  amount  of  the  grants  oti^erwise 
allocated  to  that  school  board  or  govern- 
ing body,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  made  in 
respect  of  the  teachers  as  a  whole  from  the 
grants  as  a  whole  before  that  allocation 
takes  place. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  It  is  pro- 
posed that  the  deductions  in  question 
should  be  made  from  the  grant  to  each 
school,  whether  under  a  school  board  or 
other  governing  body,  in  respect  of  the 
teachers  employed  in  that  school,  and 
not  from  the  grants  as  a  whole  before 
allocation  in  respect  of  all  the  teachers  in 
employment  in  Scotland. 

Expenditure  of  Gh>v6mment  Departments. 
Mb.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  state  for  each  of  the 
financial  years  1905-1906,  1906-1907, 
1907-1908,  and  1908-1909  (as  estimated) 
the  total  annual  expenditure  of  each  of 
the  following  Departments,  namely: 
War  Office  (including  ordnance  factories), 
Admiralty,  Civil  Services,  Revenue  De- 
partments, under  each  of  the  following 
headings  for  each  Department,  namely: 
expenditure  from  net  Votes  voted  in 
Supply ;  expenditure  from  receipts  ap- 
propriated in  aid  ;  expenditure  out  of 
issues  to  meet  capital  expenditure  under 
various  Acts  ;  expenditure  incurred  on 
account  of  this  Department  by  other 
Departments ;  together  with  the  totals 
of  these  four  headings  for  each  of  the  four 
Departments,  and  a  deduction  from  the 
total  of  each  Department  of  the  expend - 
ture  incurred  by  that  Department  on 
account  of  other  Departments. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,)  I  do  not 
think  such  a  Return  would  possess  such 
value  as  would  justify  the  cost  of  pre* 
paring  and  publishing  it.  At  present  the 
Treasury  is  engaged  in  compiling  the 
similar,  but  more  elaborate.  Return 
moved  for  on  25th  June  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston.  To  furnish  also 
the  Return  suggested  in  the  Question 
would  involve  needless  duplication  (A 
work  and  expen|j^^  (^OOglC 
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Ezpenditnre  on  Extra  Polioe  in  Ireland- 
Mb.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  were  the  total 
amounts  charged  to  local  rates  on  account 
of  the  expenditure  for  extra  poUce  em- 
ployed in  each  of  the  years  ended  the 
3l8t  March,  1906,  1906,  1907,  and  1908, 
in  the  counties  of  dare,  Qalway,  Leitrim, 


Roscommon,  Longford,  King*d,  Sligo, 
Heath,  and  Westmeath,  resjpectively ; 
and  if  he  will  also  state  what  is^the  ap- 
proximate monthly  cost  for  which  these 
counties  ikie  at  present  severally  liable, 
based  on  the  strength' of  the  extra  poHce 
forces  now  assigned  to  each  county.      ' 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  BirreU.) 


County. 

Amoimts  charged  to  local  rates  in  respect  of  extra 
police  in  the  year  ending  31st  March. 

.Approximate 
monthW 
charge  for 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

«xtra  police 
at  present. 

Glare  - 

£     8.     d. 

£    8.    d. 
39  13     2 

£    a.    d. 
1,888    5    1 

205     0    0 

Galway 

— 

749  15     1 

659  11     7 

4,179  14    1 

910    0    0 

King's 

— 

— 

— 

646    0    3 

66    0    0 

Leitrim 

— 

— 

339  18    0 

636  14    8 

60    0    0 

Longford     - 

— 

— 

'  — 

448    6    0 

65    0    0 

Meath 

— 

— 

— 

762    0    1 

90    0    6 

Roscommon 

— 

— 

9  19  11 

3,347    8    4 

300    0    0 

Sligo  - 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

86    0    0 

Westmeath  - 

— 

— 

— 

444  19     3 

125    0    0 

Porchaae  of  the  Kingston  Estate,  Mr.  T. 
Sullivan's  Holding. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
the  Estates  Commissioners  will  explain 
why  the  holding  of  Mr.  Thomas  Sullivan, 
Pollardstown,  on  the  Kingston  estate, 
Hitchelstown,  has  not  yet  been  included 
in  the  general  sale  and  purchase  of  this 
estate  ;  whether  the  price  demanded  by 
the  landlord  for  the  holding,  upon  which 
a  second-term  rent  had  been  fixed,  was 
twenty-six  and  a  quarter  years  purchase, 
this  price  being  refused  by  the  tenant, 
who  so  informed  the  Commissioners,  and 
they,  on  24th  March,  1907,  sent  Mr. 
Sydney  Smyth  to  inspect  the  holding, 
and  as  a  result  reduced  the  price  to 
twenty-three  years  purchase  wnich  the 


tenant  expressed  his  willingness  to  accept ; 
and  if  this  matter  will  receive  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Commissioners  so  that 
Mr.  Sullivan  may  be  enabled  to  purchase 
his  holding  upon  the  agreed  terms. . 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  understand  that 
in  the  case  of  Thomas  Sullivan,  a  judicial 
tenant,  the  vendor  offered  to  sell  the 
holding  for  £625,  being  a  price  within  the 
zones,  but  the  tenant  declm.ed  to  purchase 
at  that  price.  The  Commissioners  have 
had  the  holdiag  inspected  and  consider 
that  £550  would  be  a  reasonable  price, 
but  the  vendor  is  unwilling  to  accept  it. 
The  Commissioners  will  endeavour  to 
arrange  this  case  and  some  others  of  the 
same  Idnd  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
the  residue  of  the  estate. 
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Eoscominon  Board  of  Guardians  Olerk. 
Captain  CRAIO  (Down,  B.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  Ae  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Lreland  if  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Michael  Moran  is  a  practising  solicitor  in 
the  town  of  Roscommon,  and  if  it  is  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
that  this  gentleman  acts  as  clerk  of  the 
Roscommon  Board  of  Guardians ;  and, 
if  the  Answer  is  in  the  afiOrmative,  for 
what  reasons  have  the  Local  Gbvemment 
Board  waived  the  regulation  requiring 
this  gentleman  to  give  his  whole  time  to 
the  duties  of  the  clerkship. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  BirreU.)  Mr.  Moran, 
who  is  a  solicitor,  was  in  November  last 
appointed  as  clerk  of  the  Roscommon 
Union.  There  is  no  regulation  requiring 
a  clerk  of  a  union  to  give  his  whole  time 
to  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  informs  me  that  his  approba- 
tion is  in  no  way  required  for  the  employ- 
ment of  a  practising  solicitor  as  clerk  of 
a  union.  He  understands  that  there  are 
other  cases  in  which  solicitors  are  similarly 
employed  with  much  advantage  to  the 
public  interest. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gubdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  C 
(in  respect  of  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight 
Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill) :  Mr.Dickinson  and 
Mr.  Napier ;  and  had  appointed  in  sub- 
stitution (in  respect  of  the  said  Bill) : 
Mr.  John  Robertson  and  Mr.  Russell  Rea. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLICE     AND     sanitary 
COMMITTEE. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  257.] 

^  Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed. 
[No.  267.] 

ASSIZES    AND    QUARTER   SESSIONS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  19th  October,  and  to 
be  printed.     [BUI  342.] 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee),  further  considered. 

Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  8.) 
moved  to  amend  subsection  4  of  Clause 
2  ^Colleges)  by  omitting  the  words  pro- 
vioing  that  students  of  recognised 
colleges  might  be  given  the  benefit  of 
any  privileges  of  matriculated  students 
of  the  University.  His  object,  he  said, 
was  to  secure  that  if  recognition  by 
affiliation  was  to  be  allowed,  the  advan- 
tages thereby  conferred  on  students  of 
the  colleges  affiliated  should  be  strictly 
confined  to  the  privilege  of  presenting 
themselves  for  examination  with  the 
view  of  taking  a  degree.  If  the  words 
he  proposed  to  leave  out  were  retained 
in  the  Bill,  the  students  of  merely  affili- 
ated, or  recognised,  institutions  would 
have  every  advantage  enjoyed  by  the 
students  of  the  constituent  colleges. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  They  must  have 
matriculated. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  they  would 
be  put  in  possession  of  all  the  advantages 
that  every  student  in  the  University  was 
in  possession  of.  Those  advantages  were 
very  considerable.  All  that  the  student 
of  a  recognised  college  required  was  the 
means  for  obtaining  a  decree,  and  these 
extended  rights  and  privileges  would 
have  a  tendency  to  interfere  with  the 
entry  of  students  to  the  University  itself. 
A  student  finding  ho  could  enjoy  all 
these  privileges  would,  if  it  suited  his 
personal  convenience,  refrain  from 
entering  the  University.  The  retention 
of  the  words  would  tend  to  discourage 
membership.  It  could  not  be  said  that 
any  hardship  would  be  created  so  far  as 
the  students  of  these  recognised  institu- 
tions were  concerned  if  the  advantages 
given  to  them  were  confined  to  their 
being  able  to  take  a  degree.  Without 
troubling  the  House  further  he  begged 
to  move. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  seconded 
the  Amendment.  He  was,  he  said,  ghd 
that  this  Amendment  had  been  moved) 
because  in  his  opinion  the  Amendment 
moved  by  the  Cnief  Secretary  on  the 

Previous  day  made  this  section  meaning- 
jss,  or  at  the  least,  very  much  confused. 
It  was  ab8U^g.,,to^^si^^^that  a  mert 
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matriculated  student  of  these  recognised 
institutions  should  have  all  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  of  a  matriculated 
student  of  the  University. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'the  benefit  of  any  priyileges  of  matricu- 
lated studento  of  the  University  or.  *  '*—{Mr. 
Charles  Craig,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word  *  or '  in 
page  2,  line  20,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Thb  chief  secretary  for  TRE- 
LAND  (Mp.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.)  said 
the  second    Amendment  on  the  Paper 
made     quite     clear     the     point     that 
troubled    the  hon.   Member  for  North 
Armagh.     With  regard   to  the  Amend 
ment  generally,    he  quite   agreed   that 
nobodv  who  was  not  an  affiliated  student 
should  have  these  benefits.    Therefore  it 
was  desirable  to  make  it  plain  that  the 
student  pursuing  a  course  of  University 
education  in  some  extraneous  institution 
would  have  to  take  the  first  step  and 
become  an  undergraduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity.     That  could    only    be    done    by 
matriculation.     Having  become  an  under- 
graduate it  was  extremely  desirable  that 
he  should  have  access  to  the  library  and 
other  advantages  of  the  position. 

Mr.  butcher  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) sympathised  with  the  object  of 
the  Amendment,  but  was  not  sure  that 
the  omission  of  the  words  would  be 
satisfactory.  The  enjoyment  of  University 
privileges  should  be  confined  to  students, 
resident  in  the  University,  attending 
lectures  in  the  University  town.  He  did 
not  think  that  students  of  affiliated 
colleges  scattered  all  over  the  country 
should  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  genuine  undergraduates,  fle  did  not 
know  of  any  affiliated  colleges  in  the 
United  Kingdom  where  such  rights  were 
granted  to  students  of  affiliated  colleges. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  an  institution  Uke 
the  Royal  College  of  Science  were  affiliated 
to  the  University  in  Dublin  the  students 
of  that  college,  whether  thev  attended 
University  lectures  or  not,  would  be  matri- 
culated students  of  the  University  town, 
and  he  did  not  know  how  they  were  to  be 
differentiated  from  the  internal  students 
of  the  University.  There  was  one  phrase 
in  the  clause  which  met  to  some  extent 


his  difficulty  and  the  difficulty  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amend' 
ment.  These  privileges  were  granted 
subject  to  any  limitation  contained 
in  the  charter  or  statutes  of  the 
University.  There  were  no  limita- 
tions in  the  charter,  but  there  might  l>e 
in  the  statutes,  and  he  thought  they 
should  trust  to  the  governing  bodies  of 
the  University  to  put  into  the  schedules 
such  restrictions  as  would  ensure  that 
these  students  of  outside  districts  should 
not  have  the  advantages  which  were 
extended  to  the  affiliated  colleges  in  the 
University  towns.  As  he  considered  the 
proposal  of  his  hon.  friend  was  somewhat 
dangerous  he  was  not  prepared  to  support 
the  Amendment  striking  out  these  words. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity)  felt  some  difficulty  in  giving  a 
vote  on  this  question,  as  he  was  in  some 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  **  affiliated." 
He  called  attention  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  on  the 
previous  day  "that  the  clause  did  not 
propose  to  recognise  any  college  or 
institution  in  Ireland  as  such  what- 
ever," and  asked  how  that  could  be 
reconciled  with  the  statement  in  the 
charter,  which  provided  that  the 
University  might  recognise  certain 
colleges  for  certain  purposes. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  Univer- 
sity '  to  insert  the  words  *  who  are  puTBuinff  a 
course  of  study  at  the  University.*" — (Mr, 
BvrreU,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  or '  and  to  insert  the  word  *  excluding.'  "— 
{Sir  Philip  Magnus,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Dr.  HAZEL  rWest  Bromwich) 
moved  to  add  at  tne  end  of  line 
26 :  *'  and  provided  that  a  student  in  a 
recognised  or  affiliated  college  or  institu- 
tion shall  not  be  entitled  to  obtain  a 
University  degree  unless  he  shall  have 
completed  a  period  of  study  of  not  less 
than  two  academical  years  in  a  constituent 
college  of  the  University  in  Dublin  or  in 
the  University  of  Belfas]^'byQt,OfgiM[(^ft 
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agreed  by  all,  whether  in  faVour  of  the 
Amendment  or  not,  that  no  more  import- 
ant Amendment  was  before  the  House. 
It  was  moved  in  Committee  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  University,  and 
he  could  have  wished  that  its  conduct 
had  remained  in  his  hon.  friend's  abler 
hands.  Though  it  had  found  a  foster 
father,  he  hopedhishon.  friend,  likea  right- 
minded  parent,  would  support  his  child. 
The  Amendment  was  moved  from4)rinciple 
and  not  from  prejudice.  He  hoped  it 
would  be  admitted  that  in  the  discussions 
on  this  Bill  he  had  always  en- 
deavoured to  say  nothing  which  could 
be  regarded  as  in  the  least  offensive 
to  those  of  a  faith  other  than  his  own. 
Those  of  them  who  objected  to  the  Bill 
might  as  well  make  up  their  minds  that 
it  was  going  to  pass,  and  that  being  so 
they  wished  it  God  speed,  and  they  were 
anxious  that  it  should,  if  passed  into  law, 
achieve  all  those  great  results  for  Ireland 
which  its  best  friends  hoped  and  wished 
for,  but  it  was  highly  desirable  that  the 
principles  on  which  the  Bill  was  based 
should  be  adequately  safeguarded.  What 
were  those  principles  ?  The  first  was  the 
establishment  of  a  teaching  University,  and 
the  second  was  the  establishment  of  what, 
so  far  as  law  could  make  it,  should  be  an 
undenominational  University.  In  order 
to  establish  a  teaching  University  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  found  it  necessary 
to  exclude  the  external  students.  They 
had  had  from  him  again  and  again 
eloquent  speeches  on  the  evils  of  a  purely 
examining  University,  and  of  the  desir- 
ability of  social  and  academic  intercourse 
in  the  lecture  rooms  and  playing  fields, 
and  he  agreed  to  all  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  had  several  times  asked  for  a  defi- 
nition of  a  denominational  University. 
He  would  not  offer  that,  but  he  would 
offer  a  suggestion  as  to  what  was  an 
undenominational  University.  It  was  a 
University  which  by  its  constitution  pro- 
vided as  far  as  possible  that  no  special 
privileges  should  be  granted  to  particular 
religious  denominations,  and  he  thought 
he  would  be  able  to  show  that  unless  the 
Amendment  were  accepted  the  Univer- 
sities of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  answer  that  definition,  because  there 
wore  in  the  Bill  wide  powers  of  what  was 
originally  called  affiliation,  but  what  was 
now  called  recognition.  They  had  had  a 
change  of  terms,  but  affiliation,  as  allowed 
in  the  Bill,  smelt  no  sweeter  to  him  under 
Vr.  Hazel 


its  change  of  name.  Everybody  admitted 
that  the  Senates  of  these  Univerdities, 
unless  they  were  in  some  way  restricted, 
would  recognise  certain  sectarian  semi- 
naries, and  would  recognise  attendance 
at  lectures  in  these  seminaries  as  equiva- 
lent to  attendance  at  the  lectures  of  the 
constituent  colleges.  That  would  be  done 
in  Dublin  in  the  case  of  Maynooth 
certainly,  and  probably  in  Belfast  in  the 
case  of  Magee  College.  If  they  got  recog- 
nition of  the  courses  at  theological  semi- 
naries of  any  faith  whatever  as  equivalent 
to  courses  at  the  University  itself,  they 
would  knock  the  bottom  out  of  the 
Bill,  and  violate  both  of  the  prin- 
ciples that  it  must  be  a  teaching 
and  an  undenominational  University, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  an  accessory  before  the  fact.  There 
was  no  academic  defence,  and  no 
precedent,  for  recognition  of  purely 
theologies^  seminaries  as  equivalent  to 
University  colleges  for  the  purposes  of 
a  desree,  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
could  produce  such  instances  he  would 
be  glad  to  hear  of  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  yesterday  was  eloquent 
on  the  safeguards  for  the  undenomina- 
tionalism  of  this  University — ^no  tests  for 
students  or  professors,  offices  open  to 
everybody,  without  any  religious  tests, 
etc.,  and  that  was  so  in  tiie  case  of  the 
constituent  colleges,  but  the  whole  posi- 
tion might  be  turned  by  the  process  of 
affiliation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  by 
rejecting  a  jwevious  Amendment 
had  affirmed  the  principle  that 
the  students  in  these  affiliated 
colleges  were  to  have  all  the  privileges 
of  the  students  of  the  constituent 
colleges.  The  constituent  college  student 
was  not  tested,  but  who  was  going  to 
say  that  the  affiliated  college,  student, 
the  student  from  Maynooth  or  Magee, 
would  not  be  tested  1  They  had  got 
there  an  inroad  on  the  principle  of  un- 
denominationalism.  What  was  the  past 
attitude  of  the  right  hon»  Gentleman  in 
relation  to  these  affiliated  students  1 
Speaking  on  the  11th  May  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  he — 

"  hoped  the  senates  would  he  strenuoufl  in 
their  determination  to  secure  that  anybody 
who  was  a  graduate  of  Dublin  or  Belfast  was 
really  a  Dublin  or  Belfast  man,  and  that  that 
would  be  the  spirit  in  which  they  would 
approach  the  question  in  Committee.*'! 
He  (Dr.  Hazel)  had  to  state  with  regret  that 
that  was  not  the  spiritan^whioh  the  right 
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hon.Gentleman  approaehod  the  question  in 
Committee,  otbervpise  he  would  have 
accepted  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  CniverBity,  which 
was  the  one  now  before  the  House.  He 
took  it  that  a  Dublin  man,  from  the  Univer- 
sity point  of  view,  was  a  man  who  had 
studied  at  Dublin.  Just  as  an  Oxford 
man  was  a  man  ^ho  had  studied,  or 
rather  resided  for  the  ostensible  purpose 
of  studying,  at  Oxford.  Within  twelve 
miles  of  Cambridge  University  there 
was  Ely  Theological  College,  which 
was  devoted,  he  understood,  to  the 
manufacture  of  High  Church  curates. 
Suppose  that  the  University  of  Cambridge 
were  by  some  resolution  to  grant  that  a 
student  of  the  Ely  College  who  had  never 
quitted  the  precincts  of  that  college  for 
educational  purposes  should  come  m  for 
the  examination  at  Cambridge  and  take 
adc^ee,  would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
a  distinguished  Cambridge  man  himself, 
describe  that  student  as  a  Cambridge 
ihan?  He  thought  he  would  utterly 
repudiate  the  idea.  Why  then  should  a 
Maynooth  student  who  was  going  to 
pursue  bis  Arts  course  about  the  same 
distance  from  Dublin  as  Ely  was  from 
Cambridge  be  a  Dublin  man  1  Why 
should  he  be  called  a  Dublin  man  because 
he  had  passed  three  years  in  the 
cloistered  seclusion  of  Mavnooth,  or  a 
Belfast  man  because  he  had  spent  three 
years  in  the  sectarian  shades  of  Magee  1 
These  affiliated  students  need  never, 
under  the  Bill,  reside  at  the  University 
nor  hear  a  single  University  lecture,  nor 
set  their  foot  inside  the  University 
premises,  and  yet  they  would  be  graduates 
of  the  Dublin  University  and  precisely  on 
the  same  footing,  when  they  had  taken 
their  degree,  as  those  who  were  honafde 
members  of  the  constituent  college  at 
Dublin.  There  would  be  two  degrees  of 
entirely  different  value  going  forth  to 
the  world  as  of  precisely  the  same  value. 
This  Amendment  sought  to  save  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  that.  It 
would  secure  that  these  students  would 
be  not  entirely  Dublin  or  Belfast  men 
in  the  academic  sense,  but  at  any 
rate  two-thirds  Dublin  or  Belfast  men. 
He  had  selected  the  period  of  residence 
adopted  in  other  Universities,  but  he 
was  not  wedded  to  it;  one  year 
would  meet  his  principle  just  as  well, 
although  in  practice  he  thought  two 
years  would  be  far  better.  He  would 
like  yo  call  attention  to  the  history  of  the 


Amendment  in  Committee.  On  the  first 
occasion  when  it  was  discussed  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  Nationalist  Party,  and 
opposed  the  Amendment,  not  on  the 
ground  of  principle,  but  on  the  ground 
of  expense.  He  said  it  was  academically 
desirable,  and  that  it  was  for  the  best 
that  Maynooth  students  should  pass  at 
any  rate  a  portion  of  their  Arts  course  in 
the  University  of  Dublin,  but  that  it 
could  not  be  done  because  of  the  ex- 
pense. The  line  then  taken  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  this :  **  You  are^^resenting 
a  pistol  at  the  head  of  Ma3aiooth  if  you 
pass  the  Amendment,  and  you  are  telling 
them  that  they  must  at  once  find  accom- 
modation for  200  or  250  Arts  fitudents  in 
Dublin."  He  thought,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  receded  a  little  from  that 
position  when  it  was  pointed  out  that 
under  his  own  Bill  there  would  be  a 
period  of  seven  years  for  Maynooth  to 
accommodate  itself  to  the  situation,  and 
that  during  those  seven  years  these 
students  would  be  able  to  obtain  their 
degrees  under  precisely  the  same  condi- 
tions as  at  present.  He  ventured  to 
assert  that  if  there  had  been  a  division 
taken  at  that  sitting  the  Amendment 
would  have  received  considerable  support, 
if  it  had  not  actually  been  carried. 
Everybody  expected  when  they  left  the 
Committee  that  day  that  some  concession 
would  be  made.  He  made  no  charge  of 
any  broken  pledge,  because  no  pledge  was 
given,  but  there  was  an  impression  abroad 
to  that  effect.  Then  they  separated  for 
the  Whitsuntide  recess,  during  which 
time  a  distinguished  ecclesiastic  returned 
home  from  America,  and  a  meeting  of  the 
Irish  bishops  was  held  at  Maynooth,  and 
then  the  Committee  met  again,  some 
three  weeks  after  they  separated,  for 
the  resumption  of  the  debate  on  the 
Amendment,  and  for  the  division.  What 
happened  1  In  the  meantime  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  hardened  his  right 
honourable  heart.  More  than  that,  he 
no  longer  relied  for  defence,  as  before, 
on  the  light  battery  of  "pom  poms" 
from  the  Irish  Office,  but  he  brought 
up  the  heavy  artillery,  in  the  person  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War.  And  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  came 
armed  not  only  with  the  chartei-s  of  the 
new  English  Universities  but  with  some- 
thing far  more  potent,  the  ultimatum  of 
the  Irish  bishops.   D^tfteVB^^^  quote  the 
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portion  of  it  which  was  of  most  interest 
on  this  point — 

It  ran, "  We  beg  to  state  that  we  cannot  under- 
take  to  send  the  students  in  the  Arts  Facuhy 
in  Maynooth  to  reside  in  Dublin.  The  result  of 
the  Amendment  would  be  to  deprive  hundreds 
of  students  resident  in  the  College  of  the 
opportunity  they  at  present  enjoy  of  gaining 
a  University  degree. 


That  was  read  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  during  his  speech,  and  it  made 
a  profound  impression  particularly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Treasury  Bench. 
In  a  moment  the  ground  of  objection  was 
entirely  changed.  It  was  no  longer  a 
question  of  expediency  ;  it  was  no  longer 
a  question  of  expense ;  but  it  was  a 
question  of  vital  principle.  And  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  went  so  far 
as  to  wind  up  *his  speech  by  saying 
that  the  adoption  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  *'  not  only  a  slur  but  an  actual 
insult  to  Ireland,"  an  attitude  of  which 
there  was  no  suspicion  on  the  preceding 
occasion  when  they  discussed  this  matter. 
Yesterday  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  asked  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Oxford  University  for  some  evidence 
of  the  control  of  the  hierarchy  in  con 
nection  with  this  Bill.  Here  was  some. 
Here  they  had,  as  he  suggested,  the 
hierarchy  moulding,  or,  at  any  rate, 
endeavouring  to  mould  this  measure  in 
Committee.  If  this  was  done  in  the 
green  tree  what  would  be  done  in  the 
dry?  If  this  was  done  while  the  Bill 
was  before  the  House  of  Commons,  what 
was  likely  to  be  done  when  the  Bishops 
had  to  influence  not  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  not  a  Standing  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  merely  a 
friendly  Senatel  Was  this  Amendment, 
this  suggestion  that  there  should  be 
some  restriction  on  affiliation,  an  insult 
and  a  slur  on  Ireland  ?  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  adhered  to  that  view  to-day. 
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they  also  a  slur  and  an  insult  1  "When 
did  restriction  become  a  slur  and  an 
insult  1  Was  it  when  there  was  restric- 
tion on  affiliation  or  on  recognition? 
Was  it  fair  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  to  denounce  this 
Amendment  as  a  slur  and  an  insult  to 
Ireland,  when  without  a  word  of  protest 
from  him  another  and,  as  he  suggested, 
a  wider  and  more  serious  restriction 
was  placed  on  the  power  of  affilia- 
tion 1  A  wide  restriction  was  contained 
in  the  latter  part  of  subsection  4  of 
Clause  2,  by,  which  it  was  provided  that 
the  Universities — 

**  ShaU  not  give  privilesces  und«r  this 
provision  to  students  in  any  coUege  or  institn- 
tion  in  Ireland  which  prepares  students  for 
intermediate  or  other  scnool  examinations  or 
gives  education  of  an  intermediate  or  secondary 
character." 

This  was  a  far  more  serious  restriction 
of  the  power  of  affiliation  than  anything 
proposed  in  this  Amendment.  So  one 
was  reluctantly  forced  to  entertain  the 
uneasy  suspicion  that  a  restriction  be- 
came a  slur  and  an  insult  to  Ireland 
only  when  it  was  one  to  which  the 
majority  of  the  Irish  bishops  declined 
to  agree.  But  who  had  proposed  re- 
strictions on  the  power  of  affiliation! 
He  had  the  Keport  of  the  Bobertson 
Commission,  and  he  found,  on  pages  39 
and  40  of  that  Report,  that  the  Royal 
Commission  expressly  declared  against 
any  power  of  affiliation  being  given  to 
the  new  Roman  Catholic  University, 
except  only  in  the  case  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  in  Dublin.  It  did  not 
slop  there,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself  had  declared 
for  restriction.  Speaking  on  the  First 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  on  31st  March,  ho 
said  that — 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
Yes. 

♦Dr.  hazel  asked  why  was  this 
styled  an  insult  and  a  slur  ?  He  pre- 
sumed that  it  was  because  the  autonomy 
of  the  Senate  was  restricted,  because 
there  was  restriction  on  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  do  what  it  likcKi  in  the 
Univei-sity.  But  he  found  that  the  Bill 
bristled  with  restrictions  of  various  kinds 
on  the  autonomy  of  the  Senate.    Were 

JJr.  Hazel. 


"  There  most  be  a  severely  restricted  right 
of  affiliation." 

So  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  cast  a 
slur  and  an  insult  on  Ireland !  Surely  the 
restriction  on  the  power  of  affiliation,  so 
far  from  being  an  insult  and  a  slur  on 
the  Senate,  which  had  the  management 
of  a  University,  would  really  be  a 
very  considerable  assistance  to  it  in 
resisting  pressure  from  outside.  In 
conclusion  let  him  deal  with  the 
second  point  of  the  bishops'  ultimatum, 
which  said  that  the  Amendment  would 
deprive  the  students  of  Maynooth  of  the 
opportunity  they  now  enjoyed  of  gainine 
XJniversity  degree,  tl^l^j^^g^^y  o1 
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obtaining  degrees  at  the  Royal  University 
of  Ireland.     It  was  perfectly  true  that 
thev  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  degrees 
under    the     same     system     that    they 
obtained  them  now,  namely,  by  prepara- 
tion entirely  at  Maynooth,  or  examination 
by  an  examining  body.     That  was  not  a 
disability  confined  to  Majmooth.      There 
were  scores    of  institutions  in  Ireland 
which  had  been  able  up  to  now  to  pre- 
pare students    for    degrees,   but  which 
would  no  longer  be  able  to  do  so  under 
the  present  Bill,  and  hundreds  also  of 
deserving  private  students  would  lose  the 
same  chance,  all  in  the  name  of  academic 
efl&ciency.     They  were  told  to  come  to 
Dublin  and  attend  the  lectures,  and  they 
could  graduate.      Why  should  that  be  in 
the  case  of   Maynooth  a  wrong  of  the 
deepest  dye,  while,  in  the  case  of  these 
students,  and  these  other  institutions,  it 
was  merely  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
academic  efficiency  1    There  would  always 
be  an  opportunity  for  Maynooth  students 
to  take  their  de^ees  like  other  people. 
London  University  was  ofiered  to  the 
external  students  excluded  by  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Eoyal  University  of  IreLmd 
and  it  would  be   equally  open  to  the 
clerical  students.     Moreover,  seven  years 
were  given  under  the  Bill  in  which  degrees 
could   be  obtained  under  precisely  the 
same  conditions  as  now.     During  that 
period  it  would  be  perfectly  possible,  if 
only  the  authorities  were  willing,  for  the 
proper  accommodation  to  be  acquired  or 
erected  in   Dublin,  in    order    that    the 
clerical  students  might  take  their  courses 
with  the  rest.     The  position  appeared  to 
be    this.      The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
kicked  the  lay  external  students,  male  and 
female,  down  the  front  steps  of   the  new 
University,  and  put  up  the  notice,  "  This 
is  a  teaching  University,"  at  the  same 
time  that  he  took  measures  to  admit  the 
clerical  external  students  by  a  side  door, 
marked  '*  Recognition.'*    That  being  so, 
the  University  as  it  stood  was  neither  a 
teaching  University  nor  an  undenomina- 
tional University.    The  position  of  the 
Maynooth  student  after  affiliation  would 
be  this :   he  would  have  precisely  the 
same    teachers  as    now,    he   would    be 
in  the  same  college  as  now,  he  would 
come  up  and  be  examined  as  now,  but 
instead    of    being    examined    by     the 
Kojal  University  of  Ireland,  he  would 
be  examined  by  the  new  University  of 
Dublin.     He  would  be  so  far    as   that 
University   went  as  completely  an  ex- 


ternal student  as  he  was  now  an  external 
student  of  the  Royal  Qniveraity  of 
Ireland.  He  objected  to  the  policy 
of  preference,  economic  or  academic, 
colonial  or  clerical.  The  case  for  the 
Amendment  had  strong  Roman  Catholic 
support  Anybody  who  would  take 
the  trouble  to  look  at  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Robertson  Com- 
mission would  see  that  every  edu- 
cated Roman  Catholic  layman  who  had 
given  testimony  on  this  point  was  em- 
phatic as  to  the  necessity  of  residence 
in  Dublin  for  clerical  students,  and  if 
that  House  were  a  "Palace  of  Truth," 
and  they  could  get  at  the  real  opinion  of 
the  Irish  Party  opposite,  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  the  vast  majonty  of  them 
would  be  found  to  bo  of  precisely  the 
same  opinion.  Bat  it  did  not  rest  on 
lay  opinion.  Catholic  eccl esiastics  in  their 
educational  moments  had  declared  for  it 
with  emphasis.  He  hid  in  his  hand  the 
references  to  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Robertson  Commission  on  this  very 
point  by  distinguished  Roman  Catholic 
ecclesiastics  —  educationists  like  Dr. 
O'Dwyer,  Dr.  Delany,  Mons.  MoUov  and 
Dr.  Axchdall,  all  of  whom  declared  that 
the  Maynooth  students  ought  to  go  to  Dub- 
lin; and  still  more  emphatic  was  the 
testimony  of  the  Maynooth  professors 
themselves.  Take  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Hogan,  who  at  that  time  was  Professor  of 
Literature  at  Maynooth — 

"  Speaking  for  myself,"  Dr.  Hogan  said,  ''and 
my  colleagaea  in  the  Arts  Department,  wd 
are  strongly  of  opinion  that  at  least  from  the 
scholastic  point  of  view  thase  studies  could  be 
carried  on  far  more  satisfactorily  and  success- 
fully in  Dublin  than  in  Maynooth." 

Take  too  the  evidence  which  was 
given  before  the  Commission  by  Dr. 
O'Dea,  who  was  then  Vice-President  of 
Maynooth.    He  said — 

*'  From  the  intellectual  and  social  as  well  as 
from  the  spiritual  point  of  view,  I  readily  grant 
that  it  is  the  best  scheme.'' 

He  was  speaking  of  the  scheme  for  May- 
nooth students  spending  their  whole  course 
there.  Then  he  went  on  to  say  some- 
thing which  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
mark,  because  it  was  an  absolute  anticipa- 
tion of  the  Amendment  which  he  was 
commending  to  the  House — 

**  Difficulties  against  it  would  be  considerably 
diminished  if  pass  students  woie  to  spend  only 
two  years  at  the  University,  and  take  their 
third  at  Maynooth  in  preparation  for  their 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BEIEN  (Cork) 
asked  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
state  in  respect  of  what  kind  of  Dublin 
University  these  gentlemen  gave  their 
evidence. 

♦Dr.  hazel  :  Afl  he  understood,  the 
evidence  given  by  these  gentlemen  had 
never  been  departed  from.  They  desired 
that  their  Arts  students  should  spend  their 
Arts  course,  or  part  of  it,  in  Dublin,  in 
order  that  they  might  rub  shoulders  with 
laymen.  The  hon.  Member  knew,  of 
course,  that  the  evidence  was  voluminous 
on  those  particular  points,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  lay  it  before  the  House, 
but  he  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  agree,  if  he  had  refreshed  his 
memory  lately,  that  the  words  were 
spoken  by  these  rev.  gentlemen  without 
qualification  as  to  the  particular  kind  of 
Roman  Catholic  University  they  were  to 
have.  He  commended  the  Amendment 
to  the  House  because  it  would  help  the 
Senate  to  resist  pressure,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  would  help  the  liberalising 
party  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
which  he  was  glad  to  know  was  an 
increasing  party,  and  which  was  anxious 
that  its  clergy  should  have  an  edu- 
cation which  fitted  them  to  deal  with  lay- 
men in  their  future  career.  Furthermore, 
it  would  help  the  University  to  be 
mistress  in  its  own  house,  as  it 
would  not  be  if  there  was  affiliated  to 
one  of  its  colleges  a  college  infinitely 
more  powerful  than  the  college  to  which 
it  was  affiliated.  It  had  been  insisted 
again  and  again  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  that  they  could  find  no  restriction 
such  as  this  in  the  statutes  or  the  charters 
creating  the  newer  English  Universities. 
These  hon.  Gentlemen  clamoured  for  a  free 
University.  If  any  restriction  was  pro- 
posed in  a  direction  which  would  tend  to 
make  the  University  more  undenomina- 
tional they  raised  protesting  hands  to 
heaven  and  cried  out  that  the  great 
principle  of  freedom  was  outraged. 
They  wanted  as  he  understood,  precisely 
the  same  charters  as  were  granted  to  the 
newer  English  Universities.  It  was  rather 
surprising  to  find  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
clamouring  for  the  application  to  Ireland 
of  English  rules  and  English  precedents. 
He  always  thought  they  were  advised 
by  them  to  consider  the  special  circum- 
stances of  Ireland.  That  was  what  he 
did  when  he  said  there  j^had  never  been 


any  English  University  founded  with  a 
fuU  knowledge  that  immediately  the 
powers  granted  by  the  Act  could  be  put 
in  force,  the  Senate  of  the  University 
would  proceed  to  afiiliate  to  itself  a 
theological  seminary,  more  powerful  than 
any  constituent  college  of  the  University. 
That  was  why  in  order  to  prevent  the 
shifting  of  the  academic  centre  of  gravity 
from  Dublin  to  Maynooth,  it  was  necessary 
in  respect  of  Dublin  Univereaty,  and,  inci- 
dentally also  for  other  reasons,  in  respect 
of  Belfast  University,  to  secure  that  those 
who  took  the  degrees,  who  would  be 
entitled  to  vote  in  its  convocation,  and 
would  have  all  the  other  rights  belonging 
to  graduates,  should  at  least  have  passed 
some  time  in  the  lecture  rooms  of  the 
University  of  which  they  were  graduates. 
The  analogy  from  the  newer  Uni* 
versities  of  England  must  not  be 
pressed  too  far,  because  the  new 
English  Universities,  practically  without 
exception,  had  been  founded  by  privately 
subscribed  funds.  Here  Parliament  was 
paying  the  piper,  and  Parliament  should 
have  the  right  to  call  the  tune,  at  any 
rate,  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  Church 
music  should  not  be  played.  The  Amend- 
ment would  not  prevent  the  affiliation 
of  Maynooth.  If  the  University  was 
foimded  it  was  desirable  that  Maynooth 
should  be  affiliated,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be,  but  it  should  be  affiliated 
on  such  conditions  as  would  seeure 
that  it  did  not  become  a  sort  of 
Aaron's  rod,  and  swallow  up  the 
college  to  which  it  was'  affiliated. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  desired  a 
teaching  University,  and  an  undenomi- 
national University.  Here  was  a  simple 
precaution,  which,  without  injuring  the 
framework  of  the  Bill  in  the  least,  would 
assist  to  secure  that  this  object  should 
be  carried  out.  He  respectfully  invited 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  accept  this 
safeguard,  or  failing  that,  at  any  rate 
to  leave  it  to  hon.  Members  of  the 
House,  unpressed  by  the  attentions  of 
the  Government  Whips,  to  express  their 
opinion  freely. 

♦Mr.  hay  morgan  (GomwaH, 
Truro)  in  seconding  the  Amendment  said 
he  thought  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
perhaps  Nationalist  Members  opposite, 
ought  to  be  very  grateful  to  him  for 
intervening  in  the  discussion  and  being  a 
kind  of  buffer  between  them  and  the 
speech   of  his  J^B,Jj|^B*)(5Qd  giving 
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them  a  little  breathing  space.  He  had 
never  heard  a  stronger  speech  dealing 
with  the  point  at  issue  than  that  to  which 
they  had  just  listened.  He  wanted  to 
deal  with  the  point  that  by  practically 
excluding  students  in  these  affiliated 
colleges  from  Dublin  and  Belfast  they 
were  doing  the  students  a  grievious 
injustice.  They  pretended  to  offer  them 
the  advantages  of  a  University  life,  but 
somebody,  he  did  not  know  who,  was 
preventing  them  from  obtaining  those 
advantages.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  University  had  said  that  if 
be  were  put  to  the  choice  between 
the  advantages  of  University  life  and 
University  teaching,  he  would  unhesita- 
tingly accept  University  life,  and  let  the 
teaching  go.  He  was  disposed  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member,  and  he  could  not 
understand  why  there  should  be  any 
difficulty  in  accepting  the  Amendment. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  had  said 
that  nothing  was  more  important  for  the 
future  of  Ireland  than  that  its  priests 
should  receive  the  advantage  of  Univer- 
sity training.  It  was  rather  a  dangerous 
thine  to  offer  a  commentary  upon  a 
speaker  when  he  was  present  to  contradict. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member  was  using  the  word  "  training " 
in  contradistinction  to  the  word 
"  teaching,"  but  he  would  emphasise  the 
advantage  of  the  word  "  training."  He 
could  not  close  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
they  would  have  a  large  niunber  of 
students  from  Maynooth  and,  he  hoped, 
from  Magee.  In  both  those  colleges 
they  would  have  the  priests  and  ministers 
of  Ireland  training.  He  agreed  that  it 
was  absolutely  essential  that  if  these 
gentlemen  were  to  be  thoroughly  equipped 
for  the  work  of  their  life  they  should  have 
the  advantage  of  a  University  training, 
should  be  able  to  mix  with  other  than 
theological  students,  and  should  know 
the  world  in  which  they  were  going  to  live, 
and  the  people  they  were  going  to  try  to 
benefit.  He  believed  that  all  these 
Churches,  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
alike,  had  a  salve  for  their  sorrows,  but  it 
was  not  only  necessary  that  they  should 
know  the  medicine  they  were  going  to 
administer,  but  that  they  should  also  know 
tiie  patients  to  whom  they  were  going  to 
administer  it.  They  would  have  m  these 
theological  colleges  abundant  experience 
of  the  communion  of  saints,  and  it  was  a 
good  thing  for  them  that  they  should 
have    a    communion    of    such    sinners 


as  medical  students  and  prospective 
Members  of  Parliament.  They  were  also 
dealing  with  an  important  part  in  the 
training  of  thei  character  of  these  young 
men  themselves.  On  the  previous  day 
he  had  voted  against  an  Amendment, 
and  so  severed  himself  from  some  of  his 
Nonconformist  friends,  to  coiifine  the 
number  of  clerics  that  could  be  appointed 
to  the  governing  body  to  one  quarter 
of  the  whole,  because  he  objected  to 
distinctions  being  made  between  clerics 
and  laymen.  They  had  in  the  past  put 
clerics  on  a  pedestal  sometimes,  and  at 
other  times  put  them  in  prison.  They 
were  always  trying  to  put  them  on  one 
side  as  being  different  from  ordinary 
people.  The  world  would  be  far  better 
to-day  if  they  would  only  leave  these 
men  to  be  human  beings.  If  the  friend- 
ship and  the  fellowship .  of  University 
life  was  a  desirable  thing  for  ordinary 
men,  it  was  more  so  for  priests  and 
ministers.  There  was  no  life  that  a  man 
could  live  so  lonely  as  the  ministerial 
life.  He  was  cut  off  in  all  sorts  of  ways 
from  the  fellowship  of  other  people,  and 
the  very  fact  that  the  circumstances  of 
his  ministerial  life  kept  him  away  from 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  life  had  a  very 
narrowing  effect  on  his  character,  and  a 
blighting  effect  upon  some  of  the  best 
part  of  his  nature.  He  was  thinking  not 
of  the  lectures  he  would  attend,  but  of 
the  fellowship  he  would  have  in  the 
playing  field  and  the  lecture  room. 
Considering  all  the  weighty  circumstances 
which  had  been  brought  before  them  by 
his  hon.  friend,  and  the  personal  side 
which  he  had  touched  upon,  which 
appealed  very  strongly  to  him,  he  was 
amazed  that  some  arrangement  had 
not  been  made  to  get  rid  of  this 
part  of  the  clause.  The  Bill  claimed 
to  create  a  free  University.  It  would 
do  nothing  of  the  kind  if  the 
clause  remained  as  it  was.  It  was  this 
very  clause  that  made  the  Bill  suspect 
from  the  Nonconformist  point  of  view. 
If  this  could  be  cleared  away  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  voting  for  the  Bill  as  an 
absolutely  undenominational  Bill.  The 
Chief  Secretary  was  charged  in  this  case 
with  being  in  league  with  the  Catholic 
hierarchy.  He  could  not  believe  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  always  been  a 
champion  of  equality  in  matters  of 
religion,  and  many  of  his  friends  in  the 
country  looked  with  suspicion  upon  this 
section,  as  they  <ii4)i^I^Sb^  introduction 
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of  Clause  4  of  the  Education  Bill.    The 
Catholic  hierarchy  could  remove  all  this 
suspicion   by   the  expenditure  of  a  few 
hundred    pounds    to    erect  a  hostel  at 
Dublin  for  the  Mavnooth  students,  and 
he  did  not  think  we  Catholic  hierarchy 
(if  the  Chief  Secretary  were  in   league 
with  ^em)  would  be  so  mean  as  to  leave 
their  colleague  (the  Chief  Secretary)  to 
bear  dl  the  opprobriums  of  these  classes. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland  knew  the 
circumstances   of   political    life   in    this 
country.     Surely  they  might  have  made 
some  effort  to  assist  this  change.     If  a 
hostel  could  not  be  built,  why  diould  the 
students  not  travel  from  Maynooth  to 
Dublin  each  day  ?    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  said    they    could    not  send  them 
from  Maynooth  to  Dublin  because  the 
train  journey  took  about  an  hour.     He 
thought  things  moved  a  good  deal  quicker 
than  that  in  Ireland.     If  they  wanted  to 
go  faster  why  should  not  they  charter  a 
special  train  day  after  day,  or  hire  a 
couple  of  motor  'buses  1      The  arrange- 
ment   of    these     small    details,     which 
sounded  so  ludicrous  in  themselves,  might 
have  obviated  the  violation  of  a  great 
principle.     He  thought  even  now  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  either  to  bring 
students  to  the  iconstituent  college  daily 
or  to  give  them  residence  in  proximity  to 
the  coUege  and  so  remove  a  serious  blot 
from  the  Bill,  and  render  it  more  accept- 
able to  all  sections  of  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  26,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *and  provided  that  a  student  in  a  re- 
cognised or  affiliated  college  or  iniftitution  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  obtain  a  University  decree 
unless  he  shall  have  completed  a  period  of 
study  of  not  less  than  two  academical  years 
in  a  constituent  colle^'e  of  the  University  of 
Dublin  or  in  the  University  of  Belfast.^" — 
(Dr.  Hazel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  it  was 
unnecessary  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
commence  his  speech  by  putting  in  a  plea 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  be  oflfensive. 
None  of  them  had  ever  experienced  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  ofteuce  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  recognised,  con- 
sidering the  strong  views  which  the  hon. 
Member  held  on  this  subject,  that  his 
speech  was  free  from  anything  of  the  kind. 
They  had,  however,  to  recognise  the  fact 

Mr.  Hay  Morgan. 


so  much  that  the  hon.  Member  was  not 
concerned  about  the  amendment  of  this 
Bill,  as  that  he  was  an  enemy  of  the  Bill 
as  a  whole.    The  hon.  Member  seconded 
the  rejection  of  the  Second  Reading  and 
voted  acainst  the   Bill,  and  so  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  regard  his  action 
simply  as  isolated  action  asking  for  an 
Amendment    in    a  particular  direction, 
but    they  had   to   regard    him  as    one 
who   desired    to   kill    the    Bill    and   in 
fact  had  done  his  best  to  kill  it.     The  hon. 
member    had    alluded  to  his  action  in 
Committee  upstairs  and  to  the  action  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.    He  thought 
that    quite    unintentionally     the     hon. 
Member  had  misrepresented  the  attitude 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.     It 
was  true   that  his  hon.   friend  in   that 
speech  stated  that  his  ideal  would  be  to 
have  every  student  in  the  University  a 
residential  student,  and  further,  that  he 
looked  forward  to  the  future  when  it 
would  be    possible    for    students    from 
Maynooth  to  come  and  mix  freely  with 
the  students  of  the  University  of  Dublin. 
He  also  took  objection  on  principle  to 
fettering  the  freedom  of  the  Senate  of  the 
University,  and  to  the  attitude  he  himself 
took  up  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Committee  for  Whitsuntide.    That  was 
not  in  the  smallest  de^ee  inconsistent 
with    the    speech    of   his    hon.    friend 
a  couple    of    weeks     before.      He    did 
not     speak    before     the    adjournment, 
and  if  he  had  done  he  would  have  made 
precisely  the  same  speech  as  he  did  after 
the  adjournment.     He  took  up  a  question 
of  principle  and  what  was  it  ?      It  was 
the  broaa  principle  that  this  University 
should  not  be  deprived  in  this  matter  of 
affiliation  of  the  freedom  which  had  been 
conferred  upon  other  Universities  created 
in  recent  times  in  this  country.     But  the 
hon.   Member  rather  unfairly  sought  to 
twit  those  Members  on  the  Irish  Benches 
because  they  were  asking  for  the  privileges 
contained  in  the  statutes  and  charters  of 
English  Universities,  and  he  said  "you 
are  always  demanding  the  right  to  govern 
yourselves  in  Ireland,  and  now  you  are 
asking  to  apply  purely  English  statutes 
and  charters  to  Irish  Universities."   They 
were  asking  for  nothing  of  the  kind,  and 
they  had  never  asked  for  that  at  alL    He 
hacl   never  denied  that  there  might  be 
circumstances  in  connection  with  Ireland 
which  would  necessitate  some  variation 
in     the    statutes.       What    he    claimed 
was    that    where   perfect^  fr^Mn    had 
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been  given  to  English  Universities  in  this 
matter  of  afSliation  similar  freedom 
should  be  ^ven  to  Ireland.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  he  desired  that  they 
should  have  a  free  University,  but  to 
brin^  that  about  he  was  going  to  tie  the 
han(u  of  the  governing  body  of  that 
University.  He  said  that  he  desired 
that  the  Irish  University  should  be 
mistress  in  its  own  house.  It  was  for 
that  very  reason  that  he  (Mr.  Redmond) 
protested  against  this  Parliament  in 
advance  tying  its  hands  in  a  matter 
where  perfect  freedom  was  given  to 
the  English  Universities.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  tried  to  put  aside  as 
of  little  consequence  in  his  argument 
the  statutes  of  the  Universities  in 
England.  But  they  could  not  put  them 
aside.  They  could  not  say  that  the 
freedom  given  to  English  Universities 
should  not  be  given  to  the  Irish  Univer- 
sity, because  by  doing  that  they  took  up 
the  position  that  the  Irish  people  were 
not  to  be  trusted.  The  Senate  of  this 
new  University  would  be  an  elected 
body,  although  the  first  Senate  during  the 
first  five  years  was  to  be  a  nominated 
body  and,  therefore,  they  could  not  take 
up  the  position*  that  they  were  not  to  be 
tru8ted,or  that  they  would  be  so  unmindful 
of  the  future  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
their  country,  and  so  treacherous  to  the 
interests  of  higher  education  in  Ireland, 
that  the  Senate  would  at  once,  at  the 
bidding  of  ecclesiastics  or  any  other  body, 
proceed  to  make  an  improper  affiliation 
with  some  college  or  institution  which 
ought  not  to  be  affiliated  at  all.  To  take 
up  that  attitude  would  be  taking  up  a 
position  which  was  perfectly  ridiculous. 
Was  that  the  attitude  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers took  up  1  He  was  sure  they  would 
be  slow  to  admit  it-  Both  hon.  Members 
who  had  spoken  in  support  of  this 
Amendment  were  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule  for  Ireland,  and  he  could  not 
understand  anyone  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule  refusing  to  trust  the  Irish  people 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  If  they  be- 
lieved that  the  Irish  people  were  fit  to 
govern  themselves  it  followed  as  a  natural 
course  that  they  must  be  willing  to  con- 
cede to  the  governing  body  of  this 
University  as  much  freedom  as  they  gave 
to  the  governing  body  of  English  Uni- 
versities. He  would  take  Leeds  for 
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example,  the  Charter  of  which  in  Article 
2,  Section  8,  provided  : 

**  To  aocept  the  examinations  and  periods  of 
atady  passed  by  students  of  the  University  at 
other  Universities  or  places  of  leamine  as 
equivalent  to  such  exammations  and  periods  of 
study  iu  the  University  as  the  University  may 
determine,  and  to  withdraw  such  acceptance  at 
any  lime." 

Section  9. — "  To  affiliate  other  colleges  or 
institutions  or  branches  or  departments  thereof, 
or  to  admit  the  members  thereof  to  any  of  the 
privileges  of  the  University,  and  to  accept 
attendance  at  courses  of  study  in  such  colleges 
or  institutions  in  place  of  such  part  of  the 
attendance  at  courses  of  study  in  the  Univer- 
sity, and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  and 
subject  to  Huch  regulations  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  determined  by  the  University.** 

The  Liverpool  Charter  in  Section  27 
(AflRliation  and  Recognition)  provided 
that — 

**  1.  The  University  shall  have  power  by- 
ordinance  to  adopt  as  an  affiliated  college  or 
institution  any  college  or  institution  which 
may  have  attained  a  standard  that  shall  be 
deemed  satisfactory  by  the  University,  and  to 
confer  on  its  teachers  and  students  or  any  of 
them  such  privileges  and  on  such  terms  as  may 
be  from  time  to  time  determined  to  require 
contributions  for  University  purposes  from  sucb 
college  or  institution  as  a  oondition  of  affilia- 
tion or  otherwise  to  regulate  its  relations  to 
the  Univerdity  and  to  determine  the  number 
(if  any]  of  the  representatives  of  such  college 
or  institution  on  the  Ck)urt  of  the  University. 
But  the  University  shall  not  have  power  either 
by  ordinance  or  otherwise  to  incorporate  with 
itself  any  college  or  institution. 

"4.  The  University  may  recognise  examina- 
tions and  attendance  upon  courses  of  study 
whether  in  an  affiliated  college  or  institution 
or  not  as  wholly  or  in  part  qualifying  students 
for  graduation." 

The  Birmingham  Charter  contained  the 
following : — 

"  Section  20.  Affiliation :  1.  The  Univer- 
sity  shall  have  power  to  affiliate  colleger  which 
may  have  attained  a  standard  which  shall  be 
deemed  satisfactory  by  the  University  to 
require  contributions  for  University  purposes 
from  such  colleges  as  a  oondition  of  affiliation 
or  otherwise,  and  to  make  ordinances  for 
regulating  their  relations  to  the  University, 
and  in  particular  for  regulating  the  number  of 
the  representatives  of  such  colleges  on  the 
University  Court. 

Sheffield  :— 

"Article  18.  The  University  may  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions,  and  Hubject  to  such 
regulations  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  pre- 
scribed by  ordinances  of  the  University— (a) 
Admit  to  affiliation  \^ith  it  or  to  any  of  its 
privileges  or  recognise  for  any  purpose  and 
either  in  whole  or  in  part  any  college  or  institu- 
tion, or  the  members  or  students  thereof,  but 
may  not  incorporate  with  itself  any  college  or 
institut;on  outside  the  City  of  Shefl* 
Digitized  by ' 
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Manchester  :— 


**  Article  2,  Section  8.  To  accept  the  ex- 
Mninations  and  periods  of  study  passed  by 
students  of  the  University  at  other  Universities 
or  places  of  learning  as  equivalent  to  such  ex- 
aminations and  periods  of  study  in  the  Univer- 
sity as  the  University  may  determine,  and  to 
withdraw  such  acceptance  at  any  time." 

**  Section  9.  To  affiliate  other  institutions 
or  to  admit  the  members  thereof  to  any  of  its 
privileges,  and  to  accept  attendance  at  courses  j 
of  stu(^  in  such  institutions  in  place  of  such  i 
part  of  the  attendance  at  courses  of  study  in 
the  University,  and  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions,  and  subject  to  such  Regulations  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  determined  by  the 
University." 

In  every  single  case  where  they  had  con- 
ferred Universities  they  had  ^ven  the 
power  to  the  governing  body  which  it 
was  now  proposed  should  be  refused  to 
the  governing  body  of  the  new  Univer- 
sity in  Ireland.     The  hon.  Member  had 
reproached  him   with  having  said  that 
this  Amendment  was   in   the  nature  of 
an  insult  to  the  Irish  people.     Did  the 
House  understand  what  he  meant  when 
he    used    that    phrase  1     He    said   that 
because     he     could    not     conceive     of , 
any   Radical  Member  moving    such    an  , 
Amendment  except  on  the  ground  that  I 
they  were  unfit  to  be  trusted,  and  if  any  i 
man  took  up  that  stand  then  it  was  an 
insult.     That  was    the    broad  principle 
upon  which    they   had    been    going  in 
resisting   this  Amendment,  and   on  that 
broad  principle  he  asked  the  House  to  i 
reject   it.     The     discussion     had    been ! 
entirely    directed    to    the    question    of 
Maynooth,  and  he  noticed  that  the  hon. 
Member  who    moved    the  Amendment 
spoke  of  Maynooth  as  a  purely  theological 
seminary.     He   did   not  know  whether 
the  hon.  Member  was  aware  that  there 
was    an     Arts     faculty     there    entirely 
separated   from  the  other  faculties,  and 
the  students  did    not    commence   their 
Divinity     studies    until   they  had  been 
through  the  Arts  course.     He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  in  the  words  he  had  used  which 
had  been  quoted.    He  would  be  glad  to 
see  all  those  students  mixing  up  with  the 
lay  students  in  the  University,  and  he 
believed  that  probably  in  the  future  that 
would    come    about.       He    based    that 
opinion  upon  the  views  of  certain  well 
known  Catholic  ecclesiastics  in  Ireland. 
But  they  had  for  the  present  to  face  the 
fact  that  it  was  impossible.     If  they  had  a 
Government  grant  of  £50,000  to  build  a 
series  of  hostels  in  Dublin  that  might 
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make  a  great  impression,  but  under 
existing  circumstances  the  students  could 
not  come  up  for  residence  in  Dublin. 
Mark  what  happened.  The  hon.  Member 
who  seconded  the  Amendment  had  quoted 
him  as  having  said  that  he  considered  it 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  priests 
of  Ireland  should  not  be  deprived  of 
University  training.  He  spoke  with  the 
utmost  sincerity  in  saying  that.  The 
students  in  the  Arts  faculty  at  Maynooth, 
although  they  were  not  in  residence 
there  in  a  University,  were  keeping 
University  courses,  and  were  getting 
University  degrees  at  the  Royal  Univer- 
sity. But  the  Royal  University  was* 
about  to  be  abolished.  Under  existing 
circumstances  they  could  not  go  into 
residence  in  Dublin,  and  therefore  they 
were  going  to  deprive  the  ecclesiastical 
students  of  Maynooth  of  the  limited 
facilities  which  they  had  at  present  for 
obtaining  University  education.  He 
could  not  conceive  that  anybody  with  any 
sense  of  responsibility  would  take  the 
view  that  that  was  even  a  possible  course 
for  the  House  to  adopt.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  been  twitted  with  some- 
thing he  said  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  when  he  spoke  about  his  desire 
that  the  students  of  Dublin  University 
should  be  Dublin  men,  and  the  students 
of  Belfast  University  Belfast  men  in  the 
sense  that  they  should  be  residential 
students.  That  might  have  left  the 
impression  that  in  his  Second  Reading 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
foreshadow  any  possibility  of  the  affilia- 
tion of  Maynooth,  and  that  his  attitude 
now  was  the  result  of  some  intrigue  and 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him. 
That  was  a  misapprehension,  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  in  his  Second 
Reading  speech  that  he  contemplated  the 
affiliation  of  Maynooth ;  therefore  the 
suggestion  that  he  had  given  way  to  pres- 
sure on  this  point  was  entirely  unfounded. 
He  asked  the  House  not  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  It  was  discussed  at  great 
length  in  CJommittee  in  the  freest  and 
fullest  manner.  It  was  supported  by  the 
same  arguments  as  had  been  put  forward 
that  day,  and  when  it  went  to  a  division 
it  was  defeated  by  two  to  one.  In  Com- 
mittee the  Amendment  was  proposed  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  a  friend  of  the  Bill. 
To-day  the  Amendment  came  from  an 
enemy  of  the  Bill  who  had  done  his  best 
to  defeat  the  measure,  and  who  would  be 
glad,  no  doubt,  if  by  the  carrying  of  the 
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Amendment,  lie  was  able  to  defeat  the 
object  they  all  had  in  view.  He  asked 
ithe  House  to  take  a  serious  view  of  the 
situation,  and  not  to  be  led  into  a  vote 
which  might  have  a  serious  effect  on  the 
whole  of  this  great  project.  Not  on  the 
question  of  Maynooth,  nor  of  any  other 
seminary,  but  on  the  broad  principle  that 
the  senate  of  the  University  would  exer- 
cmb  their  rights  properly,  and  that  they 
were  entitl^  to  the  same  freedom  which 
had  been  freely  given  to  English  Univer- 
^ties,  he  asked  the  House  to  reject  the 
Amendment. 

♦Mr.  butcher  said  he  moved 
the  Amendment  in  Committee,  and  it 
would  be  uncandid  of  him  if  he  did 
not  express  his  views  on  the  question 
now  before  the  House.  The  main  argu- 
ment used  against  the  Amendment  was 
that  the  Senate  of  the  new  University 
ought  to  be  free  to  act  as  it  pleased  in 
regard  to  the  conditions  of  affiliation. 
The  Chief  Secretary  frequently  said 
upstairs  :  "  We  do  not  know  what  the 
Senate  may  do,  we  cannot  anticipate 
their  action ;  we  merely  wish  that  their 
freedom  should  be  unfettered."  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  get  rid  of  make- 
believe  and  unreality.  The  truth  was 
that  they  did  not  know  what  the  Senate 
were  likely  to  do,  and  they  were  also 
pretty  sure  what  they  would  do.  The 
Senate  practically  was  not  free  to  impose 
any  conditions  of  affiliation  in  regard  to 
Maynooth  if  it  wished  the  University  to 
run  at  alL  They  must  recognise  that 
they  had  been  told  beforehand  by  the 
authoritative  voice  of  the  Bishops  that 
iihey  could  not  allow  their  students  from 
Maynooth  to  go  up  to  Dublin  to  take  an 
Arts  course  at  the  University.  There 
was  no  use  disguising  that  fact.  There- 
fore, to  gay  that  the  Senate  would 
be  perfectly  free  and  unfettered  to 
affiliate  on  any  conditions  it  pleased 
was  to  his  mind  simply  a  refusal  to 
face  the  facts  of  the  situation.  If 
the  affiliation  was  to  be  allowed  at  all 
on  terms  such  as  those  it  would  be 
allowed  only  because  the  hierarchy  said 
they  would  not  have  it  otherwise.  He 
was  in  a  difficult  position.  He  was  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and  he  would  deeply 
regret  if  it  were  wrecked  ;  at  the  same 
time  he  owned  he  did  not  like  this  method 
of  commending  the  proposals  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
4K»uld  not,  looking  to  the  whole  previous 


history  of  University  education  in  Ireland, 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  the  Bishops 
had  it  in  their  power  to  wreck  any  measure 
regarding  University  education.  They 
could  wreck  it  in  two  ways.  They  could 
wreck  a  Bill  before  it  passed  Parliament, 
and  that  had  been  done  thirty  years  ago. 
They  could  also  ruin  a  measure  after  it 
had  been  passed  ;  and  anyone  who  looked 
back  upon  the  dismal  failures  of  Univer- 
sity education  in  Ireland  could  not  help 
feeling  that  it  was  idle  to  set  up  a  Uni- 
versity on  conditions  which  might  lead  to 
the  new  University  being  starved  or 
banned,  or,  at  the  best,  treated  with  cold 
neglect,  as  were  the  Queen's  Colleges  in 
Ireland.  And  so  he  paused  when  he  put 
these  considerations  together.  He  never 
felt  in  a  more  difficult  position  than  he  did 
now  in  regard  to  the  right  course  to  take. 
It  offended  all  his  academic  instincts  of 
freedom  and  all  the  ideas  he  held  of  a 
University  that  those  two  great  inroads 
should  be  made  into  the  University  idea, 
and  into  the  principles  which  underlay 
this  Bill — first  of  all,  that  residence  away 
from  a  University  was  to  be  equivalent, 
not  in  part  but  in  whole,  to  residence  in  the 
University ;  and  secondly,  and  this  was 
even  a  greater  difficulty  to  him,  the  prin- 
ciple that  seminary  life  was  equivalent  to 
academic  life.  Those  two  principles  to- 
gether did,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  strike  a  fatal 
blow  at  the  real  academic  principles  which 
were  otherwise  embodied  in  the  Bill. 
He  owned  he  had  brought  himself  with 
great  difficulty  to  admit  the  idea  that  a 
seminary  ought  to  be  affiliated  at  all.  He 
believed  in  principle  that  a  seminary 
ought  not  to  be  affiliated,  but  looking  at  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation  and  the  needs 
of  the  case  in  Ireland,  personally  he  had 
got  over  this,  and  had  said  to  himself, 
"We  will  give  power  to  affiliate  your 
theological  seminary,  but  agree  to  it  on 
condition  that  the  theological  students 
shall  pass  at  least  part  of  their  Univer- 
sity time  in  the  University  in  attendance 
upon  lectures."  He  owned  it  was  diffi- 
cult for  him  even  to  bring  himself  to 
that.  But  when  it  came  to  exemption 
not  from  part  but  from  the  whole  period 
of  University  residence,  and  to  making 
seminary  life  absolutely  equivalent  to 
University  life,  nothing  but  an  intense 
desire  to  get  some  University  Bill 
passed  could  make  him  assent  to  such 
a  principle.  Everybody  in  the  House 
in  his  neart  felt  that  a  seminary 
and     a    University    belonged    to    two 
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different  orders  of  things.     It  was  not 
disparaging  to   a  seminary  to  say  that 
it  was  not  a  University ;    in  its  very 
essence  it  was  different ;  its  fundamental 
principle  was  different.      It    would  be 
very  disparaging  to  a  University  to  say. 
that  it  was  a  seminary.      They    were 
dealing  with  two  things  which  were  on  a 
totally  different  plane,  and  when  it  was 
urged    as    it    had    been   by  very  high 
authorities    in    Ireland     that    at     the 
seminary  of  Maynooth  they  had  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  they  were  contending — 
the  principle  of  residence  and  of  teaching, 
and  not  of  mere  examination,  he  replied, 
Yes,  that  was  all  very  true  ;  they  had 
residence,   but  residence  of  exactly  the 
wrong  kind  from  the  University  point  of 
view,   because  it  was  residence   within 
closed      doors,     hardly       with      open 
windows,    in     an    air     sheltered    from 
all    public     discussion,    and    shut     out 
from    all   the    influences  which  a    Uni- 
versity was  designed  to  develop — all  that 
was  implied  in  comradeship  between  men 
of  all  kinds,  no  matter  what  their  pro- 
fession in  life ;  for,  after  all,  freedom  of 
discussion   was   the  very  life  and    soul 
and  breath  of  a  University.      So  that  to 
make  the  one  thing  equivalent  to  the  other 
seemed  to  him  to  go  to  the  very  root  of  the 
principle  which  they  were  attempting  to 
embody   in    the    new    University.      He 
rejected  in  principle  the  notion  of  such 
a   residence  being  in  any  true  sense  a 
University   residence.     They  had  made 
the      suggestion,      therefore,     to      the 
bishops  ot  Ireland,  whether  they  could  not 
accept  residence  in  the  University  town 
— residence  not  in  a  lay  college  but  in  a 
hostel  that  was  controlled  by  the  bishops 
themselves,   under  their  own  discipline 
and  their  own  supervision,  allowing  their 
theological  students  to  go  to  the  Univer- 
sity lectures,  and  both  as  regarded  study 
and   pastimes,    to  take  a  part  in   that 
liuerai    education    which    ought    to    be 
common  both  to  priests  and  to  laymen. 
The  suggestion  seemed  very  reasonable, 
because  it  violated  no  Catholic  principle, 
for  the  principle  of  University  residence 
in  a  hostel  was  already  accepted  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge.      At    Cambridge   they 
had  the  Benet  House  for  the  Benedictines, 
and  St.  Edmund's  House  for  the  regular 
clergy.  At  Oxford  both  Jesuits  and  Bene- 
dictines joinediin  the  common  intellectual 
life  of  the  University  under  similar  condi- 
tions of  residence.  Dr.  Hogan  stated  in  his 
Mr,  Butcher, 


evidence  in  1902  that  every  professor 
in  the  Faculty  of  Arts  at  Maynooth 
was  in  favour  of  the  Arts  students 
at  Maynooth  going  up  to  Dublin 
to  study  for  their  University  degree. 
Maynooth  students  now  went  through  a 
course  of  seven  years,  three  years  being 
givgn  to  Arts  ana  four  years  to  theologicu 
studies ;  what  they  proposed  was  that  of 
those  preliminary  years  devoted  to  Arts 
two  out  of  the  three  should  be  spent  in  the 
University.  In  1901  the  Bishop  of 
Limerick,  Dr.  O'Dwyer,  speaking  of  the 
immense  importance  of  educating  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland,  said — 

**  Are  they  never  to  have  a  hope  of  partici- 
pating in  the  widening  and  elevating  innnence^ 
of  a  University  career?  Are  they  to  be  cut 
oti',  as  far  as  it  i»  in  the  power  of  English 
legislation  to  effect  it,  from  all  asaociatioa 
during  their  earlier  years  with  the  students  of 
secular  knowledge  and  kept  strictly  to  their 
ecclesiastical  coUeges  and  their  own  profes- 
sional studies  ? " 

So  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  English 
legislation  to  effect  this,  English  legisla- 
tion was  attempting  to  undo  this  wrong 
and  give  them  the  opportunity  3. 
participating  in  those  widening  influencee. 
And  the  moment  the  attempt  was  made 
in  England,  there  came  from  Ireland  thk 
absolute  refusal  to  accept  the  offer  given. 
That  was  surely  very  embarrassing  for 
all  who  wished  to  help  to  carry  out  the 
higher  hopes  of  thinking  Catholics  them- 
selves, not  merely  laymen  who  thought 
strongly  about  this  in  Ireland,  but  also 
some  of  the  most  enlightened  and  ablest 
bishops  in  their  own  Church.  From  one 
point  of  view  the  proposal  that  the 
students  of  Maynooth  should  not  be 
obliged  to  attend  the  University  classes 
at  ^1  might  be  regarded  as  a  privile^ 
ffiven  to  clerical  externs.  No  doubt 
from  that  point  of  view  it  was  impossible 
to  defend  such  a  discrimination  in  favour 
of  the  cleric.  From  another  point  of 
view — and  he  regarded  it  from  this  point 
of  view — it  seemed  to  him  an  educational 
disability  that  was  put  upon  the  clergy, 
not  by  them,  but  by  the  authorities  of 
their  own  Church.  From  the  larger 
point  of  view,  what  could  be  more  un- 
fortunate than  the  segregation  of  the  clergy 
and  the  laity  ?  If  there  was  any  country 
in  Europe  in  which  it  was  important  that 
the  clergy  should  be  educated  in  the  best 
thought  of  their  time  and  that  the  clergy 
and  the  laity  should  come  together,  not 
only  in  the  cause  of  religion,  but  for 
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the    sake    of    the    many   political    and 
social    movements    that    were    in    pro- 
^ess^  that  country  was  Ireland    So  that, 
from  whatever  side  he  regarded  it,  it 
«ame  back  to  him  as  a  matter  of  profound 
regret  that  the  authorities  in  whose  hands 
lay  the  question  of  the  education  of  the 
•clergy  had  been   unable  to  accept  this 
Amendment  which  was  offered,  not  in  any 
spirit  of  hostility  to  their  Church — quite 
the  reverse — but  in  a  spint  of  good-will 
to  the  Church  and  also  of  loyalty  to  the 
very  idea  of  a  University.     It  had  been 
said  that  at  Maynooth  they  were  getting 
A   University   education.      But    by   the 
necessities  of   the  case   the   University 
•could  not  so  to  Maynooth,  though  May- 
nooth might  come  to  the  University.     If 
then  in  obedience  to  higher  decrees  they 
were  obliged  to  accept  the  unfortunate 
arrangement  permitted  under  the  Bill, 
then  their    only  hope   was  a  hope  in 
the  future.     It  was  a  hope  which  had 
been    referred    to    by    the    hon.    and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford,  and  he 
believed    it    was    a    real    hope;    but 
it  was  no  assurance,  no  guarantee.     It 
was  merely  a  hope  and  nothing  more — 
the    hope    that    rested    on    a    growing 
feeling  within  the  Church  itself,  not  only 
•on  the  part  of  the  laity,  but  of  the  bishops, 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  Church  it 
would  be  impossible  much  longer  to  keep 
the  clergy  out  of  the  best  education  of  the 
time.    They  must  console  themselves  with 
that    hope;    but  he  did  not    feel  any 
confidence  that  the  change  would  come 
immediately.     They  were  told  that  by 
•de^ees,    little    by    little,    first    a    few 
4uia  then  a  larger  nimiber  of  students 
would  be  brought  up  to  Dublin   from 
Maynooth  and  take  part  in  the  University 
studies.     He  trusted  that  that  might  be 
.so;  and   ho  thought    that  the  opinion 
-of  educated  men   in  this  country,  and 
^bove  all  the  opinion  of  Catholic  laymen, 
both  in  England  and  in  Ireland,  ought 
to  have  some  influence  on  those  who 
determined    the    destinies    of    Catholic 
education  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
it  might  be  imagined  that  it  would  not 
be  easy  to  say  anything  that  was  new 
an  this  debate.  Quite  the  contrary. 
He  was  deeply  sensible  of  the  deference 
:8hown  by  the  Nonconformist  Party  in 
the  House  during  these  debates  to  Irish 
Catholic  ieelin^,  and  also,  he  must  say. 


'  of  the  restraint  that  they  had,  in 
!  general,  put  upon  the  no  less  natural 
I  feeling  of  their  own.  But  it  was  for 
that  very  reason  that  he  thought  it  a 
pity  that  the  Member  for  West  Brom- 
wich  should  have  proposed  the  Amend- 
ment which  did  something  to  mar  and 
spoil  the  grace  of  the  NonconformisI 
attitude  towards  the  Bill,  and  which  if 
persevered  in  would  wound  Irish  feeling 
to  the  quick.  The  matter  was  one 
which  concerned  only  and  solely  Catholic 
religious  liberties,  and  could  not  possibly 
involve  any  religious  disability  upon 
,  others.  He  imagined  that  enlightened 
i  men  of  all  creeds  should  have  a  common 
'  interest  in  giving  Maynooth  students 
every  possible  facility  within  their  own 
precincts  and  in  their  own  special 
atmosphere  for  liberal  and  enlightened 
education,  for  every  man,  every  states- 
man with  a  head  on  his  shoulders,  must 
know  and  recognise  what  a  great  and 
powerful  influence  the  cler^  of  all 
denominations  had  over  the  fortunes  of 
the  country  in  every  conceivable 
circumstance.  Were  they  going  to  offer 
these  facilities  only  on  condition  that 
the  students  should  to  a  certain 
extent  throw  off  their  character  as 
ecclesiastics  and  sever  themselves  from 
their  own  religious  associations  t  If  in 
the  Bill  provision  were  made  for  a 
residential  college  in  Dublin,  unquestion- 
ably a  much  stronger  case  woiUd  have 
been  afforded  for  insisting  that  every 
one  of  the  Maynooth  students  should 
come  up  to  Dublin  and  reside  in  an  estab- 
lishment which  would  be  under  grave 
and  orderly  management  and  discipline. 
It  was  solely  in  view  of  such  an  establish- 
ment that  Dr.  O'Dwyer,  the  President  of 
Maynooth,  Dr.  Delany,  and  others,  gave 
evidence  before  the  Koyal  Commission. 
But  they  were  doing  nothing  of  the  kind  ; 
they  were  simply  asking  Maynooth 
students  for  the  two  m9st  critical  and 
important  years  of  their  lives,  to  separate 
themselves  from  influences  of  a  peculiarly 
sacred  character,  and  throw  themselves 
into  the  distractions  of  a  city  life.  Could 
hon.  Members  be  astonished,  therefore, 
that  the  Catholic  hierarchy  of  Ireland 
should  in  the  most  moderate,  most 
reasonable,and  most  conciliatory  language 
intimate  that  they  could  not  accept 
University  teaching  at  such  a  cost  to 
their  ecclesiastical  students  7  The  hon. 
Member  who  propo^§^^yt|i^|Amendment 
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had  taunted  the  Nationalist  Members 
that  their  opposition  to  the  Amend- 
ment was  based  solely  on  the  ground 
of  expense.  He  thought  that  was  a 
very  unfair  representation  indeed  of 
the  speech  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  made  in  Committee.  That 
hon.  Member  took  quite  other  grounds, 
and  he  for  one  had  never  based  his 
opposition  to  the  Amendment  solely  on 
the  ground  of  expense,  important  as 
that  was;  nor,  he  must  add,  merely 
on  the  principle  of  protecting  the 
freedom  of  the  University.  There  were 
other  grounds.  He  spoke  to  men  of  all 
Christian  persuasions  alike,  when  he  said 
that  if  there  was  one  feeling  of  objection 
more  than  another  to  anti-clerical  laws, 
it  ^as  the  proviso  which  compelled  young 
ecclesiastical  students  to  quit  their 
seminaries  at  the  very  crisis  of  their 
lives,  and  to  subject  them  to  the  degrada- 
tions and  temptations  of  barrack  life. 
He  did  not  for  a  moment  suggest  that 
in  a  city  like  Dublin,  Koman  Catholic 
ecclesiastical  students  would  be  ex- 
posed to  any  influences  of  that 
kind,  through  their  intercourse  with 
medical  and  law  students  in  a  free 
University.  Quite  the  contrary.  He 
was  sure  they  would  welcome  the  associa- 
tion with  their  lay  fellow-countrymen. 
That  association  was  already  most  free 
in  Ireland  in  every  possible  way  ;  but 
he  understood  very  well  indeed  the 
shrinking  that  the  ecclesiastical  author! 
ties  quite  naturally .  would  have  from 
any  disturbance  of  the  life  of  devotion 
which  was  essential  to  the  development 
of  the  religious  avocation  in  some  of 
its  highest  and  most  delicate  phases. 
He  was  satisfied  that  on  that  matter 
all  hon.  Members,  no  matter  what  their 
creeds  might  be,  would  be  on  common 
ground.  The  hon.  Member  who  proposed 
the  Amendment  blurted  out  the  real 
apprehension  which  underlay  the  Amend- 
ment— the  apprehension  that  Maynooth 
would  overrun  and  overshadow  and 
hypnotise  the  lay  elements  in  the  new 
University — when  he  described  May- 
nooth as  being  an  Aaron's  rod  which 
would  swallow  up  all  the  colleges.  He 
did  not  believe  that  Irish  laymen  were 
plants  of  such  tender  growth  that  they 
required  any  artificial  exotic  aid  to  enable 
them  to  take  precious  good  care  of  them- 
selves. The  notion  of  Maynooth  swallow- 
ing up  the  other  colleges  was  a  bugbear. 
Mr.  William  O'Biien. 


Let  him  remind  the  House  that  Maynooth 
at  the  utmost  could  undertake  to  con- 
tribute 100  to  120  students  a  year,  but 
this  number  would  be  utterly  swamped 
and  swallowed  up  by  the  3,000  or  4,000 
students  which  there  was  every  reason 
to  anticipate  the  constituent  colleges 
would  send.  Suppose  a  certain  number 
of  Irish  bishops  and  priests  did  obtain 
a  certain  reasonable  influence  in  the 
government  of  these  colleges,  as,  of 
course,  they  would  obtain  by  the  votes^ 
of  the  Irish  laymen  alone,  in  the 
name  of  all  that  was  liberal  and  en* 
lightened  what  could  be  the  harm  either 
to  learning  or  morality  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  highest  forces  in  national 
life  should  have  a  voice,  and  a  powerful 
voice,  in  the  government  of  these  great 
institutions,  just  the  same  as  laymen 
or  lawyers  ?  He  did  not  really  know 
whether  hon.  Members  had  read  the  very 
interesting  report  published  by  the  last 
Government  from  the  British  ambassa- 
dors abroad  as  to  the  treatment  CathoUa 
ecclesiastics  received  in  other  countries. 
He  thought  they  would  be  rather  ashamed 
of  the  way  in  which  the  Catholic  party 
was  cold-watered  and  shoved  into  the 
background  under  this  Bill  compared 
with  the  generous  treatment  they  re- 
ceived  from  almost  all  other  Protestant 
countries  in  the  world,  including  Eng- 
land. In  Grermany,  Hungary,  Switzer- 
land,  t»he  United  States,  and  in  thifi- 
country,  although  the  Catholics  were  in 
a  minority  the  faculty  of  Catholic 
theology  was  freely  recognised,  and  the 
Universities  were  governed  autonomously 
by  Catholic  ecclesiastics.  The  whole 
thing  was  found  to  work  with,  the  best 
results  for  liberality  and  toleration  all 
round.  They  had  been  reminded  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterf(»d 
that  they  were  pursuing  the  same  ^stem 
in  England  almost  everywhere.  If  h» 
was  not  mistaken  there  was,  at  the  present 
moment,  passing  through  the  House  a 
Bill  for  Durham  University  having  itfr 
own  faculty  of  theology,  that  Bill  wafr 
passing  without  demur.  The  Bill  now 
under  discussion  did  not  propose  to  sub- 
sidise Catholic  teaching  by  a  single 
shilling,  but  what  they  did  ask  was  that 
a  man  should  not  be  denied  a  University 
teaching  merely  because  he  was  at  the 
same  time  receiving  religious  teaching^ 
with  the  proviag,o|^^g|  ,yhich  the  State  had 
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nothing  to  do.  They  asked  in  one  word 
that  the  students  of  Haynooth  should 
not  be  excluded  from  learning  and  scienti- 
fic training  merely  because  they  were 
Catholics.  They  asked  the  House  to 
remember  that  this  great  institution  of 
Haynooth  was  founded  by  a  Parliament 
of  Protestant  Irishmen  for  the  express 
purpose  of  enabling  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  without  quitting  their  own  walls, 
to  obtain  means  of  higher  culture.  Let 
it  not  be  said  that  in  this  twentieth 
century  they  were  less  liberal  in  their 
interpretation  of  religious  liberty  than 
was  the  Irish  Protestant  Parliament.  In 
doing  a  good  work  he  urged  them  not  to 
stoop  to  make  these  petty  reservations  in 
a  Bill  which  undoubtedly,  if  they  had 
fair  play,  would  be  the  means  of  striking 
off  the  last  shackles  of  sectarian  dis- 
ability. He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
reject  this  clause.  If  they  did  it  would 
be  a  very  serious  matter  indeed,  and  he 
was  not  sure  whether  in  that  event,  they 
might  not,  in  the  words  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  "  go  home." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) expressed  the  hope  that  he  would 
say  nothing  to  excite  religious  hostility 
on  either  side.  He  supported  the  Amend- 
ment because  he  felt  that  unless  some- 
thing like  it  was  carried  the  Bill  would  not 
effect  the  object  which  those  who  like 
himself  desired  to  see  a  Roman  Catholic 
University  established,  had  in  their 
minds.  He  had  always  desired  that 
there  should  be  open  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  a  University  in  which 
should  be  the  free  and  common  life,  the 
common  studies,  and  the  free  interchange 
of  ideas  which  those  who  had  had  the 
benefit  of  an  English  University  education 
had  so  fully  enjoyed.  He  hoped  that  this 
Irish  University  would  gradually  build  up 
for  itself  that  character  and  would 
create  by  the  associations  it  left  in  the 
minds  of  its  students  that  sense  of 
corporate  life  and  loyalty  which  were  the 
features  of  the  Universities  of  England. 
If  it  was  possible,  as  it  was  under  the  Bill, 
that  students  in  large  nimibers  belonging 
tea  separate  institution,  wholly  dissociated 
from  the  new  University,  should  be  able 
to  take  their  degrees  in  the  new  University 
without  any  association  with  the  students 
who  lived  in  the  constituent  colleges  in 
Dublin,  then  it  seemed  to  him  that  they 


I  might  as  well  have  admitted  the  external 
students.  They  would  be  more  loyal 
members  of  the  University  than  the 
student  contemplated  by  this  Amend- 
ment ;  for  this  reason,  the  external  student 
would  have  a  sense  of  loyalty  and  obliga- 
tion to  the  body  from  which  he  had  de- 
rived his  degree  and  the  educational 
advantages  which  came  from  the  study 
for  the  degree.  In  this  way  he  was 
not  sure  that  the  external  student 
would  not  be  a  more  genuine  and 
loyal  member  of  the  new  University  than 
the  student  at  Maynooth.  What  would 
happen  in  the  case  of  this  affiliated 
institution  ?  The  student  would  live 
there  ;  would  enjoy  the  common  student 
life  of  the  institution  ;  he  would  see 
nothing  of  the  University,  would  take  no 
part  in  its  studies,  its  amusements,  its 
life  ;  his  only  association  with  it  would  be 
the  painful  one  of  preparing  himself 
for  examination  imder  its  rules  to  obtain 
his  degree.  The  position  of  the  affiliated 
student  was  less  desirable  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  the  strong  corporate  life 
which  they  wished  to  see  in  the  new 
University  than  was  that  of  the  external 
student  whom  they  had  dismissed  so  sum- 
marily on  the  previous  night.  It  was 
argued  that  the  Amendment  would 
hamper  the  freedom  of  the  senate  and 
that  the  English  Universities  were  left 
free  to  affiliate  other  institutions  as  they 
pleased,  but  those  who  brought  forward 
and  contrasted  the  charters  of  the  old 
and  new  Universities  with  the  proposal 
contained  in  this  Amendment  would 
have  done  well  to  have  looked  at 
the  practice  of  the  old  Universities 
and  seen  whether  it  was  the  prac- 
tice of  those  Universities  to  admit 
students  to  their  degrees  who  had 
taken  no  part  in  their  studies  of  life.  In  his 
own  University  they  were  opening  their 
doors  to  students  who  were  unable  to  go 
through  the  full  course,  but  who  wished 
to  come  up  for  a  particular  course  of 
study  lasting  a  short  period  and  take 
away  some  record  of  success  in  that 
course.  They  provided  for  that  by  con- 
ferring diplomas  on  students  who  had 
obtained  a  certain  proficiency  in  a  par- 
ticular branch  of  study,  but  they  drew 
a  marked  distinction  between  the  dip'oma 
and  the  degree,  and  they  had  always 
maintained  that  a  man  who  took 
the  Oxford  degree  should  j^eTan^Qxferd 
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mtin  and  that  he  coiUd  not  bean  Oxford 
man  unless  he  had  resided  for  eight 
terms  in  the  University  itself.  It  might 
be  desirable  to  alter  or  reduce  the  terms, 
but  that  a  student  should  have  sharec! 
the  life  of  the  University  which  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  and  gave  him  the 
imprimatur  of  a  University  man  seemed 
to  him  essential  to  the  character  of  the 
University.  They  were  asked  why  they 
were  suspicious  of  Maynooth.  He  thought 
it  was  common  knowledge  that  what  was 
contemplated  was  that  Maynooth  should 
be  at  once  affiliated.  The  very  reason 
that  the  bishops  urged  against  the 
Amendment  was  that  it  would  deprive 
the  Maynooth  men  of  the  advantage  of 
taking  a  degree  as  they  had  done  at  the 
Royal  University.  But  the  Royal  Uni- 
versity had  been  condemned  on  the 
ground  that  it  did  not  convey  to  any  of 
the  students  any  of  the  advantages  of 
University  life.  They  were  founding  h ?re 
a  new  institution  that  had  to  make  its 
way  in  life,  and  by  its  side  to  claim  its 
degrees  they  were  putting  an  institution 
organised  and  manned  with  nearly  600 
students  and  eighteen  professors,  whose 
government  was  a  strong  one  and  entirely 
clerical,  and  whose  course  of  study 
lasted  for  seven  years.  Was  it  asking 
too  much  that,  of  those  seven  years, 
two  should  be  spent  in  contact  with  the 
student  life  of  the  new  University,  so 
as  to  ensure  that  a  Maynooth  man  should 
be  also  a  Dublin  University  man,  having 
grateful  recollections  of  the  pleasure 
and  benefit  he  derived  from  his  Univer- 
sity career  ?  For  anyone  to  say  that  to 
expose  these  young  men  to  the  risk  of 
free  life  not  in  a  hostel  nor  under  special 
supervision  was  to  expose  them  to  temp- 
tation was  to  put  the  character  of  these 
young  men  at  a  very  low  point. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  pointed 
out  that  what  he  said  was  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  and 
all  men  would  welcome  free  intercourse 
in  an  establishment  in  Dublin  under 
proper  management,  but  that  it  was 
wholly  improper  to  allow  clerical  students 
to  take  part  in  the  life  of  a  great  city 
without  some  supervision  over  them. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  asked  whether 
it  was  contended  that  a  student  who 
came  from  Maynooth  and  who  was  going 

Sir  JFiUiam  Anion, 


back  to  Maynooth  and  was  under  all  the 
serious  obligations  which  he  was  to  that 
institution  and  to  the  holy  profession 
which  he  was  about  to  enter  was  too 
tender  a  plant  to  expose  to  two  years 
free  life  among  the  other  students  of  the 
college.  If  so,  it  was  putting  humanity 
at  a  somewhat  low  level.  It  was  not 
a  very  substantial  objection,  he  thought, 
to  the  Amendment  before  the  House. 
Was  it  reasonable  to  expect  that,  with 
these  two  institutions  side  by  side,  one 
of  many  years  standing,  established, 
organised  numerically  strong,  the  other  a 
nascent  society  with  its  future  to  make, 
that  one  would  not  overshadow  and  eclipse 
the  other  ?  He  had  the  greatest  desire 
to  see  this  new  institution  prosper,  and 
it  was  with  that  desire  and  the  hope  that 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  and  laity  might 
meet  in  the  new  University  life  and  be 
mutually  better  for  the  association,  and 
might,  as  had  happened  in  English 
Universities,  influence  each  other  for 
good,  that  he  would  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment. He  recognised  the  responsibiUty 
of  so  doing,  because  they  were  told  that 
the  hierarchy  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  might  put  a  ban  upon  the  new 
institution  if  it  were  not  framed  alto- 
gether as  they  desired.  But  was  there 
no  responsibility  on  the  hierarchy  if,  after 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  had 
made  great  sacrifices  in  regard  to  their 
religious  convictions  in  an  earnest  at- 
tempt to  give  education  which  everybody 
admitted  to  be  desirable  for  the  higher 
culture  of  Irish  life,  they  should  make  it 
impossible  for  the  institution  to  work, 
because  they  would  not  admit  that  a  man 
intended  for  the  priesthood  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  could  be  trusted  to  live 
in  Dublin  for  two  years  in  association 
with  other  students  and  under  all  the 
influences  that  could  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  them  without  falling  into  the  evil 
ways  of  an  evil  world  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  had  listened 
with  interest  to  the  two  admirable 
speeches  of  his  hon.  friends  who  had 
taken  up  the  Amendment  which  had 
been  pressed  upon  the  Committee  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  University. 
They  put  before  the  House  many 
academic  considerations  of  considerable 
value  and  some  importance,  but  as  he 
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listened  to  their  speeches  and  to  that  of 
the  hon.  Baronet,  there  were  ringing  in 
his  ears  two  famous  lines  of  a  famous 
poem  by  a  famous  man  who  took  upon 
himself  to  give  advice,  as  he  was  qualified 
to  do,  to  scholars.     The  lines  were  these — 

^  Deign  on  the  passhig  world  to  turn  tbine  eyee 
And  pause  awhile  nrom  letters  to  he  wise.** 

What  he  wanted  for  himself  and  for  the 
House,  if  possible,  was  to  be  wise.  What 
was  the  situation  ?  People  had  spoken 
as  if  this  new  University  were  alrec^ly  in 
existence.  It  was  still  a  dream,  a  hope 
of  the  future.  Its  prosperity  and  its 
future  were  still  risky  things.  People 
liad  talked  of  the  money  which  the 
Treasury  had  placed  at  its  disposal.  He 
said  nothing  of  those  sums ;  they  were 
large,  but  would  be  nothing  but  a  baga- 
telle. If  this  University  of  Dublin  were 
to  be  anything  more  than  a  tin-plate 
University,  it  would  have  to  receive, 
from  the  generosity  of  Irishmen 
and  lovers  of  education,  large,  and 
he  might  almost  say  gigantic  simis 
before  it  could  afEect  to  compete 
with  such  new  Universities  as  those 
of  Leeds,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool. 
In  these  days,  when  modem  learning 
had  developed  in  many  directions,  the 
number  of  chairs  in  a  modem  University 
was  large,  and  the  endowment  of  those 
chairs,  if  meagre  as  far  as  the  occupant 
of  each  chair  was  concerned,  would  have 
to  be  very  large  indeed  It  was,  there- 
fore, of  the  utmost  importance  that  this 
University  and  that  of  Belfast  should 
receive  large  donations,  which  would 
he  received  by  the  people  for  whom 
they  were  intended  with  some  degree 
of  enthusiasm,  pride,  and  even  joy. 
Everybody,  therefore,  must  look  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  anxiety  to  the 
future  of  these  Universities.  Every- 
body must  agree  that  if  there  were  one 
body  of  men  in  Ireland  more  than 
another  upon  whom  it  was  desirable  to 
bestow  the  benefits  of  a  learned  educa- 
tion and  the  advantage  of  a  degree 
^th  the  dignity  pertaining  to  it,  it  was 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  To  leave 
those  clergy  out  of  the  new  University 
of  Dublin  would  be  a  fatal  error.  His 
academic  friends  said  they  wished  them 
to  come  in,  but  opposed  the  conditions. 
They  said :  "  It  is  for  us,  breathing  the 
atmosphere  of  England,  to  impose  the 


conditions.    We  cannot  trust  the  Senate 
I  of  the  University  to  have  proper  regard 
j  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Uni- 
j  versity  of  which  they  are  trustees.     We 
'  will  impose  the  conditions  and  limita- 
tions upon  which  alone  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  are  to  receive  Univer- 
;  sity   honours."     Was   that    wise  ?     Did 
they  suppose  that,  if  they  passed  the 
i  Amendment,  they  would  effect  their  pur: 
I  pose?   Did  they  imagine  that  the  young 
!  ecclesiastics   of   Maynooth   would   flock 
!  into    Dublin    to    the     University  ?     If 
they  wanted,   by  this  Amendment,   to 
begin   with   a    quarrel,   that   would   be 
very  far  indeed  from  being  wise.     May- 
nooth    was    a     comparatively    ancient 
institution.     It    was    for    many    years 
endowed      with      £26,000      from      the 
pockets     of     British     Nonconformists. 
The   late   Mr.   Gladstone   made   a   very 
good  bargain,  and  paid  the  whole  capital 
sum  out  of  purely  Irish  money,  reliev- 
ing   the    Nonconformists   of   what   had 
been    for    many    years    a    considerable 
burden  to  their  consciences.     Maynooth 
had    a    very    considerable    reputation. 
He  listened  with  some  surprise  to  the 
description  given  of  it  by  the  Member 
for    Cambridge    University.     The    hon. 
Member  spoke  of  it  as  a  seminary.     He  did 
not  exactly  know  what  the  word  meant, 
but  it  had  a  very  disagreeable  sound,  he 
I  admitted,    in    lus    Nonconformist    ears. 
I  But  suppose  they  called  it  a  training 
college  for  clergy,  then  his  Nonconformist 
friends  might  have  less  difficulty  in  re- 
cognising it.    To  say  that  there  was  no 
free  discussion  at  Maynooth,  to  say  that 
,  nobody  ever  talked  about  anything  except 
what  was  first  breathed  into  his  ear  by 
his  confessor — well,  he  was  only  once  at 
Maynooth,  and  he  discussed  aliost  very 
I  subject  under  heaven,  including  the  char- 
;  acter  and  learning  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
,  Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge. 
He  did  not  deny  that,  when  they  were 
training  yoimg  men  for  such  a  position 
as  that  of  priests  in  such  a  Church  as  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  when  they  remem- 
bered that  they  would  be  dedicated,  the 
moment  they  took  Orders,  to  a  celibate 
life,  care  and  delicacy  were  required  in 
their  education.     He  was  not  going  to 
enter  into  a  discussion,  because  it  was 
altogether  outside  the   Bill,   as  to  the 
benefit  which  the  clergy,  let  them  say  of 
the   Church  of  Engjju^d,^  ^df^v^g,^ 
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spending  a  period  of  their  existence  before 
they  took  Orders  at  the  University  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge.  There  was  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  that  course,  but 
it  was  no  business  of  theirs.  The  question 
for  them  was  whether,  at  the  outset  of  the 
establishment  of  these  two  Universities, 
they  were  to  fix  restrictions,  in  a  manner 
the  y  were  unaccustomed  to  when  they 
were  dealing  with  other  Universities,  upon 
the  power  generally  enjoyed  by  the  Senate 
because  they  anticipated  that  they  would 
exercise  that  power  in  such  a  way  as  to 
give  facilities  to  the  clergy  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  to  obtain  degrees  on  terms  which 
they  could  not,  as  academic  persons, 
wholly  approve.  Supposing  the  bishops 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  had  been  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  entering  into  negotia- 
tion for  the  building  of  a  hostel — and, 
after  all,  when  they  talked  about  the 
free  life  of  the  University,  all  they  meant 
was  that  young  gentlemen  were  to  be  ' 
taken  from  Maynooth  for  two  years,  and,  | 
instead  of  living  there,  to  live  in  a  hostel 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  University,  i 
and  there  to  enjoy  all  the  charm  of  the 
friendships  they  would  make  in  the  lecture 
rooms  of  the  University.  He  made  some 
enemies  in  the  lecture  rooms.  He  was 
in  favour  of  having  a  hostel  in  Dublin, 
but  it  was  a  mistake  to  run  away  with  the 
notion  that  because  they  got  a  hostel  in 
Dublin,  they  would  thereby  train  up  the 
future  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Rome  to 
the  free  life  and  intercourse  at  present 
enjoyed  by  the  medical  and  other  students 
of  the  colleges  in  Dublin  and  other  places. 
Although  there  was,  happily,  and  in  May- 
nooth in  particular,  a  very  strong  move- 
ment in  the  direction  of  some  such  proposal 
as  was  contained  in  this  Amendment,  they 
must  leave  that  spirit  to  work  out  itself. 
At  the  present  moment  the  bishops,  to 
whom  Maynooth  belonged,  were  not  pre- 
pared to  throw  open  the  whole  of  their 
doors  to  their  Arts  students  and  say  they 
were  at  liberty  to  go  up  to  a  University  j 
hostel  in  Dublin.  His  own  feeling  was  a 
strong  hope  that  some  day  they  would 
do  so  ;  but  this  Amendment  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  making  them  do  so,  but 
precisely  the  opposite.  Shut  up  their  mind 
against  this  proposal,  and  they  would 
begin  this  new  University  in  Dublin — 
wluch  he  hoped  would,  in  the  long  years 
before  it,  have  a  glorious,  prosperous 
and  useful  career — ^in  its  early  and  most 
Mr.  BWrelk 


troubled  days,  when  it  most  stood  in  need 
of  support,  moral  and  financial,  with, 
as  he  had  said,  a  quarrel,  a  dispute,  with 
a  sense  of  wrong,  because  they  had  de- 
prived the  Maynooth  people  of  the  oppor- 
tunities of  taking  their  degree  at  the 
Royal  University.  They  had  a  chance^ 
of  obtaining  degrees  at  the  Royal  Uni- 
versity after  five  years.  That  would 
be  entirely  cut  off,  and,  therefore,  they 
would  feel  that  in  this  great  University^ 
movement,  which  they  had  watched  with 
such  eagerness,  they,  and  they  alone  of  all 
the  people  of  Ireland,  were  to  be  left  out 
of  its  benefits.  He  therefore  objected 
to  the  Amendment,  not  so  much  because 
of  the  academic  reasons  on  which  it  was 
founded,  but  because,  so  far  from  favour- 
ing the  object  in  view,  it  would  destroy  it, 
and  because  so  far  from  supporting  these 
new  Universities,  it  would,  at  the  earliest 
and  weakest  moment  of  their  existence,, 
deal  them  an  almost  deadly  blow. 

Mr.  HUTTON  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Mor- 
ley)  said  the  Amendment  seemed  to  him 
a  most  moderate  one,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  lead  the  House  to  believe  that  there 
could  be  no  two  sides  to  the  question* 
He  said  that  to  accept  the  Amendment 
would  be  to  commence  with  a  quarrel, 
but  with  whom  would  the  quarrel  be  \ 
His  right  hon.  friend  was  prepared  to- 
quarrel  with  anybody  but  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy  in  Ireland.  When 
this  was  suggested  in  Committee  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  read  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Irish  bishops  as  to  the- 
effect  the  Amendment  would  have,  but 
he  thought  too  much  importance  had 
been  attached  to  that  communication. 
It  contained  a  threat,  but  there  was  no- 
definite  statement  in  which  they  said  that 
if  the  Amendment  was  accepted  the  Bill 
would  become  useless,  and  he  thought 
those  who  wished  to  give  full  considera- 
tion to  the  views  of  the  Irish  bishops 
went  too  far  when  they  assumed  that  if 
this  moderate  Amendment  found  its  way 
into  the  Bill  the  future  of  the  Bill  would 
be  jeopardised.  It  was  very  extra- 
ordinary how  those  who  opposed  the 
Amendment  seemed  to  assume  that  it 
would  strike  a  blow  at  the  whole  of  the 
studies  pursued  by  the  clergy  students. 
It  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  onlr 
proposed  that  two  3^ea]:s^,€|£^4}^ir  Arts- 
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course  should  be  spent  in  a  teaching 
University.  What  was  the  use  of  all 
those  eloquent  phrases  from  his  right 
hon.  friend  in  favour  of  a  teaching  iJni- 
versity  if  for  the  largest  portion  of  the 
community  who  were  going  to  receive 
its  degrees  they  were  not  to  have  the 
advantages  of  the  University  as  a  teaching 
University  ?  He  was  told  there  were  200 
Arts  students  at  Maynooth,  and  was  it 
contended  that  for  a  question  of  the 
accommodation  of  200  students  all  this 
objection  was  raised  1  Surely  it  would 
not  tax  the  consideration  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  to  make  the  necessary 
provision  for  them.  Why  could  not 
Maynooth  be  made  a  constituent  college 
of  the  University  ?  He  failed  to  see,  if 
it  was  all  his  right  hon.  friend  said  it  was, 
why  it  should  not  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  being  a  constituent  college.  This 
Amendment  would  not  deprive  clergy 
students  of  University  training,  and  if 
they  were  to  lose  their  degrees  it  would 
be  the  fault  of  those  who  abolished  the 
Royal  University.  It  was  not  only  the 
clergy  students  who  would  lose  this  right, 
for  there  were  students  now  getting 
degrees  from  the  Royal  University  from 
a  number  of  other  institutions.  Would 
they  not  have  the  same  claim  for  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Senate  of 
the  University  as  the  Maynooth  students 
had?  Why  did  they  impose  on  other 
students  the  necessity  of  going  to  Dublin, 
Cork,  or  (Jalway,  and  only  allow  this 
special  privilege  to  a  particular  college 
hecause  it  happened  to  be  associated  with 
clerical  training  and  under  the  influence 
of  the  bishops  ?  He  was  struck  by  the 
fact  that  in  the  whole  of  the  discussion 
that  afternoon  everybody  had  said  that 
the  one  college  to  be  affiliated  was  May- 
nooth, and  yet  they  were  constantly  told 
that  this  would  not  be  a  denominational 
University.  If  this  privilege  was  such  a 
tremendous  necessity  for  the  students  at 
Maynooth,  what  was  going  to  happen  if 
the  Senate  of  the  new  Dublin  University 
declined  to  affiliate  or  recognise  Maynooth 
College  ?  They  did  not  propose  by  the 
Amendment  to  lay  down  the  principles 
upon  which  Irish  Roman  CathoUc  clergy 
students  were  to  be  educated,  but  they 
did  say  that  if  they  were  to  have  the 
stamp  of  University  students  and  all 
the  honours  of  a  University  degree,  they 
should  have  the  same  duties  and  respon- 


sibilities of  an  undergraduate  in  a  resi- 
dential University  that  they  imposed  on 
other  students. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton)^ 
said  he  regretted  that  the  external 
students  were  excluded  on  the  previous 
night,  but  they  were  told  that  because 
the  external  student  was  excluded  they 
were  to  act  upon  the  same  policy  as  the 
horse  doctor  who  had  got  a  horse 
lame  in  one  foreleg  and  who  knocked 
him  lame  on  the  other  so  that  he 
would  run  without  a  limp.  The  mover 
of  the  Amendment  stated  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  kicked  out  of  the 
front  door  the  student  who  was  not 
affiliated  with  Maynooth,  but  that  the- 
Maynooth  student  was  to  go  in  at  the- 
side  door.  He  thought  they  would  all 
agree  that  this  was  a  very  vital  Amende 
ment  to  the  Bill,  for  it  meant  eithef  the 
inclusion  or  the  exclusion  of  the  Catholic 
student  according  to  how  they  voted  on 
it.  Did  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved- 
the  Amendment  wish  to  exclude  the 
Roman  Catholic  students  ?  If  not,  he 
would  point  out  that  it  was  stated 
emphatically  by  those  who  had  the  power 
to  speak  for  them  that  it  would  have  that 
efEect.  What  did  the  hon.  Gentleman 
mean  by  an  undenominational  college  : 
that  it  should  be  without  tests  ?  Surely 
the  Bill  laid  that  down  clearly.  He  would 
also  like  to  ask  his  Nonconformist  friends 
if  they  would  accept  an  Education  Bill 
for  England  without  any  tests  for  teachers 
or  students.  Surely  that  was  the  claim 
they  were  making  for  the  English  Educa- 
tion Bill,  and  if  it  applied  in  England 
they  need  have  no  great  fear  that,  with 
no  tests  for  professors  or  students,  any 
great  danger  would  come  so  far  as  May- 
nooth College  was  concerned.  He  had 
discovered,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
follow  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  the  Amendment,  a  latent 
fear  of  Roman  Catholicism.  He  himself 
had  got  no  such  fear.  The  Bill  was 
framed  on  democratic  lines,  and  while  he 
was  strongly  opposed  to  clericalism,  if  his 
creed  in  a  democratic  atmosphere  could 
not  stand  by  itself,  then  so  much  the 
worse  for  his  creed.  He  had  every  con- 
fidence that  if  this  Bill  was  carried  the 
association  of  cleric  and  laymen  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  higher  education  in 
Ireland,    and   he    therefore    hoped    an<lC 


:651 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Universiiies  Bill. 


552 


trusted  that  Nonconformists  who  were  i 
anxious    for   higher   education   in   that ! 
country  would  not  do  an3rthing  to  jeo- 
pardise the  Bill  by  supporting  the  Amend- 
ment, but  that  they  would  support  the 
Chief  Secretary. 

*Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside)  said  he  wished  to  urge 
one  or  two  political  considerations  in  a 
debate  which  had  run  too  much  to 
academic  considerations  on  one  side,  and 
theological  considerations  on  the  other. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  pointed  out  that 
the  House  was  not  entitled  to  settle  such 
a  question  on  the  basis,  of  such  purely 
academic  considerations;  and  he  would 
like  to  urge  on  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
moved  the  Amendment,  and  on  those 
who  supported  it,  that  they  were  in  fact 
seeking  to  apply  to  Ireland  a  counsel  of 
perfection  which  had  never  been  applied 
■to  England.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  University,  who  drew  such  an 
attractive  picture  of  an  ideal  University, 
was  not  describing  any  University  which 
existed.  He  did  not  know  whether  there 
was  anything  special  in  the  atmosphere  of 
Maynooth,  but  he  would  suggest  that 
there  was  no  ecclesiastical  chair  in  this 
country  which  gave  the  ideal  teaching 
which  the  hon.  Member  held  out  as  that 
which  ought  to  be  given  in  every  Uni- 
versity. He  did  not  think  that  the 
supporters  of  the  Amendment  realised 
that  their  principle  if  carried  to  its  logical 
•conclusion  would  exclude — and  it   was 


this  which  he  called  a  counsel  of  perfec- 
tion— all  theological  chairs  from  Uni- 
versities, for  this  reason,  that  all  theo- 
logical teaching  was  preordained  teaching, 
and  was  incompatible  with  the  idea] 
modem  University.  Those  who  sup- 
ported this  Amendment  were  all  willing 
to  begin  to  apply  to  Ireland  an  extremely 
high  principle  in  these  matters,  when  no 
such  principle  had  been  applied  to 
England.  Stress  had  been  laid  by  one 
hon.  Member  upon  the  suggested  danger 
of  the  students  of  Maynooth  becoming 
graduates  and  swamping  the  new  Dublin 
University.  Every  English  and  Scottish 
University  was  swamped  by  clerical 
graduates.  In  face  of  that  state  of 
things — ^he  did  not  in  the  least  approve  of 
it — ^he  did  not  wish  to  see  imposed 
on  the  Irish  people  a  counsel  of  perfection 
which  had  never  been  applied  to  England 
and  Scotland.  The  proper  way,  of  course, 
to  settle  (the  Irish  University  questiim 
would  have  been  to  give  Ireland  Home 
Rule,  and  let  the  Irish  people  settle  it 
themselves.  But  in  this  matter  the  Irish 
people  and  the  Government  were  in 
agreement  in  proposing  a  measure  which 
was  at  least  a  marked  improvement  on 
the  state  of  things  that  had  gone  before, 
and  he  should  strongly  deprecate  Us  hon. 
friends  supporting  a  principle  which  had 
never  been  applied  in  their  own  land. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  75  ;  Noes, 
216.     (Division  List  No.  218.) 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 
.  Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,Rt  Hn.  A.  J.(atyLond.) 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Baring,Capt.Hn.G.(Winche8ter 

Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 

Beach, Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bryoe,  J.  Annan 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
'  Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

€ecil.  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

Ohanning,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Clongh,  William 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 

Collings,Rt.Hn.  J.(Birmingh*m 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
*Craig,Charle8^Curtis(  Antrim,  S. 

Mr.  Seddon, 


AYES. 

Craiff,  Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Fell,  Arthur 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gordon,  J. 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Gri£Sth,  Ellis  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddiscn 

Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.SirJohnH . 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Long,  Col.  Charles  W.(  Evesham 

Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S. 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee        p^, 


Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagfa 
MoArthur,  Charles 
Massie,  J. 
Moore,  William 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morse,  L.  L. 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 
Pease,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Rawlinson,  John  FrederickPeel 
Ridsdale,  A  E. 
Robinson,  S. 

Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph(Cheih.) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
j^g^eley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh. 
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Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Aoland,  Francis  Dyke 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allan.  A.  Acland(Christchnrch) 
AsquithfRt.  Hon.  HerbertHenry 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Fin8bury,E. ) 
Baring,(Jodf  rey ( Isle^  of  Wight ) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst. 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augnstine 
Boland,  John  »j 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brace,  William 
Bramsdon,  T.  A.        [    T  I    , 
Bright,  J.  A.  T  ' 

Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.  F.  L.  (Lanes., Leiffh) 
Bnmner.Rt.HnSir  J.T.(CJhesh. ) 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas^ 
Buxton,Rt.  Hn.  SydneyCharles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron.  Robert 
Cau8ton,Rt.Hn.  RichardEjaight 
Chance,  Frederick  Willian". 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clansy.  John  Joseph 
Cieland,  J.  W. 
Clynes.  J.  R. 
Cobbold.  Felix  Thomley 
Collins.Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancra8,W 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett.C.  H.  (Sussex,  E.Grin8t'd 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Oean.  Eugene 

Cullinan.  J. 

Churan,  Peter  Francis 

Dalviel.  James  Henry 

Delany.  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar.  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

Dillon.  John 

Donelan.  Captain  A. 

Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan.  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunne.Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards.  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Erskine.  David  C. 

Esmonde.  Sir  Thomas 

Everett.  R.  Lacey 

Farrell.  James  Patrick 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson.  R.  C.  Mimro 

Ffrench.  Pbter 

Field.  William 

Findlay.  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gilhooly,  James] 


NOES. 

GiU,  A.  H. 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius         P; 
Hatpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Rossendale 
Harcourt.  Robert  V.( Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth.  Cecil  B.  (WorcV.) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 
Haslam.  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Ha^leton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson.  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  (Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge.  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jacoby,  Sir  Jame's  Alfred 

Johnson.  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones.  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jordon,  Jeremiah 

Jowett.  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh.  Walter  M. 

Kearley.  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich.  Sir  (Jeorge 

Kennedy^  Vincent  Paul 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King.  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw.  Robert 

Lambert.  George 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lundon.  W. 

Luttrell.  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdohald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

MacNeill.  John  (jrordon  Swift 

MacVeagh.  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 

MacVeigh.Charles  (Donegal,E.) 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Kean.  John 

M'Killop,  W. 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan,  Franci8E.(Leitrim,N.) 
Meehan.  Patrick  A.(Queen*sCo. 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mooney,  J.  J. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 


Mumaghan,  Crcorge  1 

Murphy.  John  (Kerry.  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nicholson,Charle8N.(  DoncastV 

Xolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare.  N.) 

O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Dohertv,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

0'Kelly,Jame8(Ro8Common,N.- 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Parker.  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce.  William  (Limchouse) 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson.  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  Jo^  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands.  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Seddon,  J.  ^-^ 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Symth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Steadman.  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (CJhichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dm-ham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


:555 


Iiish 


Toulmin,  George    • 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Veraey,  F.  W. 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wa8on,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
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Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Wateriow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A, 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
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Tellers  for  the  Noes — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Maater 
of  EUbank. 


Mr.  speaker  :  The  next  Amend- 
ment in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Antrim  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
disposed  of  in  the  decision  the  House 
has  come  to  ;  and  the  two  Amendments 
standing  in  the  names  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  North - 
East  Down  go  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
Bill. 

♦Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  moved 
to  omit  the  words  "requiring  the  Com- 
missioners to  frame  a  declaration  for  profes- 
sors," and  insert  the  following  declaration  : 
"I,  A.  B.,  do  hereby  promise  that  I  will 
faithfully,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
discharge  the  duties  of  professor,  and  I 
further  promise  and  engage  that  in 
lecturing  and  examining,  and  in  the 
performance  of  all  other  duties  connected 
with  my  chair,  I  will  carefully  abstain 
from  teaching  or  advancing  any  doctrine, 
or  making  any  statement,  derogatory 
to  the  truths  of  revealed  religion,  or 
injurious  or  disrespectful  to  the  religious 
opinion  of  any  portion  of  my  class." 
It  was  proposed  by  the  Bill  that  the  form 
of  declaration  should  be  decided  by  the 
Commissioners.  He  did  not  wish  to 
detain  the  House  by  repeating  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  used  in  Committee, 
but  he  desired  that  this  declaration  should 
be  in  the  Bill.  It  had  been  enforced  at 
the  Queen's  Colleges  for  forty  year.' ,  and  in 
regard  to  it  he  had  never  heard  any 
complaint.  Those  who  supported  the 
Amendment  were  anxious  that  it  should 
be  retained,  and  they  saw  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be.  They  preferred  that  it 
should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  rather 
than  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  decide. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.), 
in  seconding  the  Amendment,  said  that 
as  the  debate  proceeded  the  statement 
which  they  had  made  from  the  beginning  | 
was   more   and   more   confirmed   in   its  | 
Accuracy,    namely,    that    this    was    an ' 
absolutely     denominational     University  i 
which   was   proposed   to   be    set   up   in  ' 


Dublin.  Indeed  he  thought  it  would  be 
quite  safe  to  say  that  every  Member  of 
that  House  now  admitted,  ii  not  openly, 
in  his  innermost  heart,  that  this  was  an 
absolutely  denominational  institution.  In 
regard  to  the  southern  University,  if 
there  was  to  be  the  slightest  hope  of  those 
who  were  in  a  minority  using  the  free 
constituent  colleges  of  the  University  at 
all,  it  would  be  necessary  to  put  in  some- 
thing which  would  guard  those  persons' 
religious  opinions  very  much  more 
effectually  than  would  the  ridiculous 
proposal  contained  in  subsection  2  of 
Clause  3.  He  would  read  that  sub- 
section, and  ask  hon.  Members  what  it 
meant— 

"  Every  professor  upon  entering  into  office 
shall  sign  a  declaration  in  a  form  approved  by 
the  Commissioners  under  this  Act,  securing  the 
respectful  treatment  of  the  religious  opinions 
of  any  of  his  class." 

There  was  no  meaning  in  that  whatever. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman,  he  imder- 
stood,  objected  to  the  proposal  of  his 
hon.  friend,  and  he  had  informed  them 
in  Committee  that  he  did  not  know 
what  revealed  religion  was.  He  did  not 
say  that  he  knew  a  very  great  deal  about 
it  himself,  but  he  did  know  that  the 
persons  who,  forty  or  fifty  years  ago, 
set  the  Queen's  Colleges  on  their  course, 
had  adopted  the  formal  declaration 
contained  in  the  Amendment,  and 
ever  since  it  had  done  good  work 
and  had  done  exactly  what  was  intended. 
He  had  never  heard  any  exception  taken 
to  it  at  all  until  they  got  into  Com- 
mittee on  this  Bill.  The  words  contained 
in  the  Amendment  would  have  a  much 
more  intimidatory  effect  than  the  milk- 
and-water-phrase,  "  respectful  treatment 
of  religious  opinions  "  contained  in  the 
Bill.  In  any  case,  supposing  it  was 
admitted  that  the  form  proposed  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Bill  was  not  approved, 
and  was  not  sufficiently  clear,  what  was 
to  happen  in  regard  to  the  person  making 
a  statement  derogatory  to  true  revealed 
religion  ?  At  any  rate,  the  form  which 
his  hon.  friend  proposed  was  a  stronger 
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prohibition  than  that  contained  in  the 
Bill,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
•desired  to  protect  the  religious  feelings 
of  all  persons  attending  the  University 
he  could  not  think  that  he  would  have 
the  slightest  objection  to  allowing  this 
to  be  substituted  for  Subsection  2, 
which  would  not  be  of  the  slightest  use. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pftge  2,  line  36,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  sign/  to  end  of  subsection  (2)  of 
Clanse  3,  and  insert  the  words  *  I,  A.  B.,  do 
'hereby  promise  that  I  will  faithfully,  and  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  discharge  the  duties  of  pro. 
lessor,  and  I  further  promise  and  engage  that  in 
lecturing  and  examining,  and  in  the  performance 
of  aU  other  duties  connected  with  my  Chair,  I  will 
carefully  abstain  from  teaching  or  adyancing  any 
-doctrine,  or  making  any  statement,  derogatory 
to  the  truths  of  revealed  religion,  or  injurious 
or  disrespectful  to  the  religious  opinion  of  any 
jportion  of  my  class.'  " — {Mr,  Barrie,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*  under'  in  page  2,  line  37,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill" 


Mb.  BIRRELL  said  he  was  afraid  he 
would  be  out  of  order  if  he  embarked  on 
^  discussion  as  to  the  precise  meaning 
-of  the  words  just  read  out.  So  far 
as  he  was  personally  concerned,  he  had 
never  disguised  his  opinion  that  it  would 
be  much  better  to  have  no  such  declara- 
tion at  all,  for  the  reasons  which  had 
T>een  so  admirably  stated  by  the 
lion.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
•Cambridge  University.  Such  declara- 
tions only  acted  as  a  handicap  on  pro- 
fessors in  the  free  discharge  of  their 
•duties,  and  gave  opportunity  to  liti- 
giously  disposed  persons,  or  ignorant 
persons,  who  might  be  minded  to  give 
some  trouble.  Therefore,  he  himself 
was  desirous  to  have  no  declaration  at 
all.  However,  these  declarations  had 
extended  for  so  long  in  Ireland  that  they 
were  bound  to  retain  something  of  the 
kind.  There  was  a  feeling  that  some 
test  should  be  applied  to  the  good  manners 
of  the  professors.  Everybody  agreed 
that  no  professor  would  ever  speak  dis- 
respectfully of  any  religious  opinions 
which  might  be  held  by  a  member  of  his 
class.  Therefore,  he  had  handed  over 
to  the  very  highly  educated  body  of 
commissioners,  who  Vere  much  better 
versed  in  passing  such  declarations,  the 


duty  of  proposing  a  form  which  would 
discharge  this  test  of  good  manners  and 
secure  respectful  treatment  of  the  re- 
ligious opinions  of  members  of  the  class. . 
Certainly  that  was  the  only  object,  and 
he  declined  altogether  to  accept  the 
proposal  to  reinstate  the  declaration 
upon  which  he  would  say  no  more  than 
that  it  imposed  no  real  test  in  any  shape 
or  form,  and  seemed  to  him,  at  all  events, 
to  be  almost  useless. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said  he  would 
draw  the  attention  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  the  fact  that  it  wa.s  sought 
to  make  subsection  2  of  Clause  3  more- 
stringent  and  to  put  a  further  restriction 
on  liberty ;  and,  further,  that  all  these 
proposals  came  from  hon.  Members  above 
the  gangway,  who  were  claiming  to  have 
a  thoroughly  undenominational  Uni- 
versity, and  yet  asked  for  further 
restriction  on  the  liberty  of  the  teachers. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  said  that 
this  Amendment  involved  a  good  deal 
more  than  a  mere  question  of-  good 
manners,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
described  it.  The  words  of  the 
Grovemment  were  to  "secure  respectful 
treatment  of  religious  opinions  of  mem- 
bers of  the  class."  He  did  not  call  that 
a  matter  of  good  manners  at  all ;  he 
thought  that  it  was  much  more  a  matter 
of  principle. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  It  is  good  manners 
as  well. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  said  that  perhaps  even 
more  important  than  good  manners  was 
the  question  of  principle.  The  question  was 
whether  the  House  would  settle  the  terms 
of  the  declaration.  Hon.  Members  ought 
to  remember  that  it  was  no  new  limitation 
which  was  proposed ;  it  was  passed  by 
Parliament  in  the  year  1846  or  1847,  and 
it  had  continued  to  be  acted  upon  ever 
since.  Parliament  was  simply  asked 
now  to  carry  out  the  existing  protection 
for  the  religious  opinions  of  the  minority. 
He  asked  the  House  to  take  the  matter 
into  its  own  hands  and  give  protection 
to  the  minority  in  the  class,  so  that  their 
religious  opinions  might  be  recognised 
as  a  matter  of  principle,  and  not  merely 
as  one  of  good  manners. 
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The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  257  ;  Noes, 
29.    (Division  List  No.  219.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 
Acland,  Franois  Dyke 
Ainsworth,  Joha  Stirling 
A8quith3t.Hii.Herbert  Henry 
Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G.  (Winoheeter 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 

BetheU,  T.  B.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boland,  John 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brace,  William 
B  ramsdon,  T.  A. 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
6runner,J.  F.  L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 
Bnmner,Rt.  HnSir J.T(Ch68hire 
Bryoe,  J.  Annan 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cau8ton,Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Cecil,  Eyelyn( Aston  Manor) 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWmJ.(S.Pancras,W 
Compton-Riokett,  Sir  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Su88ex,E.Grinst'd 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cullinan,  J. 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Delany,  William 
Deylin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Sir  J.A.(Inyeme88-sh.) 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunne,Major  KMartin(Walsall 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Ehrskine,  David  C. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Esslemont,  G^rge  Bimie 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 


AYES. 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffroich,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,' George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Halpin,  J. 

Haroourt,Rt.  Hn.  L  ( Rossendale 

Haroourt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmonth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,  S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wyoombe) 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

niinffworth,  Percy  H. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones, Sir  D.Brynmor(Swan«ea) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William(Oikmarvonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Jowett.  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laicuaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Lament,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh:  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lohmann.  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lundon,  W. 


Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lvell,  Charles  Henry 
lAmch,  H.  B. 

S^hcdonald,  J.  R.(Leicester) 
Macdonald,  J.M.  (Falkirk  B'gh» 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.> 
MacVeigh,  Charles(Donegal,  E. 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M*KiUop,  W. 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Blichael 
Meehan,Franci8  E.(LeitriniyX.> 
Meehan,Pfttrick  A.(Queen*8  Co. 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morse,  L.  L. 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
M3rer,  Horatio 
Nannotti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicholson,CharlesN.(Donca8tV 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  WiUiam  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,James(Roscommon,N«. 
O'Malley,  WiUiam 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  William  (Limehoose) 
Phillips.  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradfocd,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Carae 
Reddy,  it 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Glaze) 
Rees,  J.  r. 

Richards,T.F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich)      T  1 
Robertson,  Sir  G.SoQtt(Bradf  rd 
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Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke)   , 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowland),  J. 

Samool,  Herbert  L.(Cleyeland) 
iSehwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.(Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  Q. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  fion.  John 
Sm<faton,  Donald  Mackeniie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (L3itrim,S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
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Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs.,  N.W.) 
Stanley,  Hn,  A.  LyulphCChesh. ) 
Staveley.Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh. 
Steadman,  W;  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  8.  (Mile  End) 
Summerb^U,  T. 
SutherUmd,  J.  E. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  0.  (Raddiffe) 
Tenannt,  H.  J.  (Barwickshiwi) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverh*mpt*n 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  Geoi^e 
Vemey.  P.  W. 

Waldron,  I^aurenoe  Ambrose 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wardle,  Gdorge  J. 
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Wason,Rt.Hn.E(Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(Of  kney) 
Wateriow,  D.  S: 
Watt,  HjenryA* 
White,  J.  D.  < Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley*  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Llewelyn  (Carm*rth'n 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Witeon,  Jofcai  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Panora«,S.*) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Young,  Samuel 

TSLLSBS    FOB  THE  AyBS — Mr. 

Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
CarUle,  E.  HiMred 
(]Jecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey-.  , 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Callingff,Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh*m) 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  Jolm 
Craig,  Charles  Curtis(  Antrim*S. 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,E.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A  Akers- 
Pell,  Arthur 

Amendm«it  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  after  the  word  *  Com  - 
misaioners,'  to  insert  the  word  *  jointly.*  ** — 
{Mr,  BirreU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

*SiR  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancrts,  W.) 
moved  the  omission  of  subsection  3  of 
Clause  3.  The  clause  was  entitled  "  Pro- 
hibition of  tests  "  and  subclause  (1)  laid 
it  down  that  there  was  to  be  no  test 
whatever  of  religious  belief  impoaed  on 
any  person  as  a  condition  of  becomiait  or 
continuing  to  be  a  professor,  lecturer, 
fellow,  scholar,  exhibitioner,  ^aduate,  or 
fitudent.  Subsection  3  removed  the 
teachers  and  professors  of  theology  from 
the  operation  of  the  clause  in  regard  to 
tests.  The  object  of  his  Amendment  was 
to  restore  the  Bill  to  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  when  it  passed  Second 
Reading  and  to  make  the  prohibition  of 
tests  run  continuously  throughout  all 
faculties  alike.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  precaution  i^ainst  tests  was  less 
necessary  in  the  theological  than  in  any 
other    faculty.    The    Chief     Secretary, 

VOUCXCUL   [Fourth  Series.] 


NOES. 

Gordon,  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Long,Col.CharleB  W.(Eve«ham) 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacG«agh 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
Moore,  William 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,Sir  Gilbert(Gravesond) 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 


Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
WiUiams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.)  ] 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord  j 
Wolff,  Gustov  Wilhelm 

Tellbbs  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Hugh  Barrie  and  Mr.  Lons- 
dale. 


speaking  of    these    Universities  on  the 
First  Reading  said — 

"  They  are  not  denominational  institutions. 
They  are  not  marred  or  disfigtired  by  tests  of 
any  sort  or  kind." 
H^  did  not  give  a  definition  of  denomina- 
tional or  undenominational,  but  ap- 
parently he  considered  the  absence  of 
any  disfigurement  or  marring  by  tests 
of  any  kind  or  sort  essential  to  unde- 
nominational institutions.  That  should 
apply  in  the  theological  faculty  as 
in  any  other.  They  had  been  tdld 
that  these  were  to  be  as  unde- 
nominational as  other  Universities 
which  had  recently  been  created  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  He  had  looked  at 
the  charters  of  these  recently  created 
bodies  and  did  not  find  in  any  of  them, 
where  the  prohibition  of  tests  was  laid 
down,  that  there  was  any  subclause  re* 
moving  the  theological  faculty  from  the 
general  operation  of  the  prohibition 
against  tests.  It  ought  not  to  be  so 
in  this  particular  case,  and  they  should 
be  in  the  same  position  as  these  recently 
created  Universities.  One  Was  not  quattell 
ing  with  the  existence  of  theological 
faculties  or  with  the  recognition  of  teachers 
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in  theological  colleges,  or  with  students 
graduating  in  theology,  but  when  it 
became  a  question  of  a  University  appoint- 
ment giving  the  style  and  stalus  and 
authority  of  a  professor,  no  test  ought  to 
be  applied  to  any  candidate  for  the  post. 
He  apprehended  that  the  object  of  the 
appointment  of  a  professor,  even  of 
theology,  was  the  implanting  of  know- 
ledge rather  thanthe  inculcation  of  any 
particular  formulary,  creed,  or  belief,  and, 
as  they  separated  tests  of  faith  from  tests 
of  knowledge  there  ought  not  to  be  in  the 
case  of  a  professor  of  theology  any  in- 
quisition into  the  particular  views  he 
held.  He  was  there  to  impart  know- 
ledge and  not  to  inculcate  any,  particular 
belief.  He  hoped  and  trusted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  restored  to  its  original  condition  and 
thereby  would  be  able  to  claim  once 
again  that  these  institutions  were  not 
marred  or  disfigured  by  any  test  of  any 
sort  or  kind. 

♦Mr.'  hay  morgan,  in  seconding, 
pointed  out  that  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  could  accept  the  Amendment  without 
in  the  slightest  degree  interfering  with 
the  essence  of  their  demand.  The  pro- 
fessorship of  theology  was  not  in  the 
appointment  of  these  Universities.  Tlie 
■^c^air  was  to  be  founded  by  private 
benefaction,  and  one  might  be  well  assured 
th^t  the  private  benefactor  would  do  all 
that  was  necessary  by  way  of  discovering 
that  the  religious  opinions  of  the  person 
whom  they  offered  to  the  University 
were  of  the  shade  or  colour  that  w^s 
most  desired.  The  tested  professor  was 
presented  to  the  University.  This  sub- 
section would  enable,  if  it  was  so  desired, 
the  governing  body  of  the  University 
to  test  the  poor  man  again.  What  was 
the  object  of  putting  it  in  if  it  was  not 
to  enable  the  governing  body  of  the 
University  to  impose  another  test  upon 
the  theological  professor  ?  Why  not 
leave  the  governing  body  perfectly  free 
of  the  matter,  as  they  would  be  with 
regard  to  the  other  Professorships  in  the 
University  so  far  as  the  imposition 
of  a  religious  test  was  concerned.  He 
could  not  understand  any  Noncon- 
formist Member  voting  in  favour  of  the 
retention  of  the  subsection. 
Sir  W.  J.  Collins. 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  subsection 
(3)  of  Clause  3:'— {Sir  W.  CoUins.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
propo-^ed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  DILLON  thought  the  Amendment 
was  moved  in  an  entire  misconcep- 
tion of  the  effect  of  the  subsection. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  seconded 
the  Amendment  had  said  that  these 
appointments,  if  they  were  ever  made, 
would  not  be  University  appointments 
at  all.  The  provisions  of  the  Bill  made 
it  absolutely  clear  that  the  University 
could  appoint  no  professors  of  theology 
of  any  religious  creed.  When  the  Bill 
was  being  read  a  second  time  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  said  distinctly 
that  he  looked  forward  to  seeing  the 
departments  of  theology  in  the  colleges 
in  the  course  of  the  future  founded  alto- 
gether by  private  endowment.  The  way 
in  which  that  would  work  out  as  they 
understood  it  was,  as  in  the  case  of 
Universities  in  this  country,  that  the 
Chair  would  be  endowed,  prcoumably  by 
adherents  of  one  form  of  religion,  under  & 
deed  of  trust  which  would  set  forth  all 
the  conditions  of  the  appointmejit  to 
the  Chair^  They  would  then  offer  the 
Chair  to  tlie  University,  which  would 
inspect  the  deed  of  trust  and  examine  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
appointment  to  the  Chair,  and,  if  they 
found  nothing  objectionable  in  it,  would 
accept  the  professor.  But  it  did  not 
follow  from  that,  nor  would  it  ever  follow 
in  the  natural  course,  that  the  University 
woi*ld  have  the  appointment,  then  or 
in  the  future,  of  the  Professor  of  Theology. 
He  would  be  appointed  under  a  deed  of 
trust  by  the  fomiders  of  the  Chair  and 
their  successors.  That  was  the  only  way 
he  believed  in  which  faculties  of  theology 
could  arise  in  connection  with  the 
Universities  under  this  Bill.  There  was 
the  most  absolute  liberty  to  any  body 
or  religious  creed  to  endow  professorships 
of  theology  or  any  subject  connected 
with  theological  study.  But  it  was 
doubtful  whether  it  might  not  be  held 
that  in  a  deed  of  trust  certain  religious 
tormulariea,  wj^c^^^^ij^^i  uncomraoa 
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in  these  matters,  he  believed,  making 
certain  provisions  part  of  the  deed  of 
trust,  might  not  put  coercion  on  the 
University  to  say  :  "  We  refuse  to  accept 
this  professorship  because  there  are 
certain  conditions  in  the  deed  of  trust.'* 
That  was  the  whole  effect  of  the  clause. 
— to  set  free  the  hands  of  the  University 
— 'io  leave  it  absolutely  free  to  accept  a 
professorship,  founded  by  private  endow- 
ment, under  such  conditions,  or  not. 
That  was  the  whole  effect  and  he  could 
not  imagine  that  any  objection  could  be 
taken  to  it.  Not  one  farthing  of  public 
money  under  any  circumstances  was 
involved. 

Mb.  butcher  thought  the 
account  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  had  given  was  perfectly 
correct.  The  subsection  should  be  read 
in  connection  with  Clans3  7,  s'lbsection 
4  (c)  which  provided  that  Chairs  of 
theology  might  be  instituted  by  private 
ben3faction.  T^e  University  did  not 
itself  appoint  these  Chairs,  but  the 
University  might  recognise  any  professor 
in  theology  appointed  by  a  private 
ti*ust.  Unless  there  was  some  such 
provision  as  this,  no  professor  of  theology 
could  be  recognised.  In  the  Catholic 
church  a  professor  of  theology  could 
not  be  a  person  appointed  without  a  test, 
and  the  only  question  was,  could  there 
be  a  faculty  of  theology  in  these  Uni- 
V3.-8ities  or  not.  In  his  opinion  they 
ought  to  have  the  power,  that  all  Univers- 
ities that  he  knew  of  had,  of  having  a 
f  loulty  of  theology.  In  foreign  Univers- 
ities there  were  sometimes  three  faculties 
of  theology  in  the  same  University. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  quite  agreed  with  the 
two  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  spoken. 
It  was  never  intended  that  the  section 
should  enable  a  University  to  apply  any 
test  to  any  privately  endowed  chairs,  and 
if  any  words  were  required  to  make  it 
plain,  he  would  consider  them,  but  he 
thought  it  was  all  right  as  it  stood.  The 
clause  said  that  no  test  should  be  imposed 
on  any  person.  Then  some  kind  person 
endowed  a  Chair  of  Catholic  theology 
or  Protestant  theology,  or  what  was  better 
still,  of  true  theology.  They  appointed 
a  certain  number  of  electors  who  were 
the  proper  persons  to  fill  the  Chair  when 
it  became  vacant.    The  University  had 


no  concern  with  it.    He  did  not  know 
whether  they  would  impose  a  test  or  not. 
He  held  that  every  professor  of  Catholic 
theology  had  to  make  a  declaration  at 
some  time  of  his  fitness  for  the  post,  but 
the  University  would  not  concern  itself 
in  any  way  with  it,  or  impose  any  test 
on  him.     Some  such  words  as  these  were 
necessary,  because  obviously  in  the  case 
of  a  professor  of  theology,  it  would  be 
rather    difficult    to    impose    on    him    a 
d3claration  that  he  was  never  to  say 
anything  that  in  any  way  interfered  with 
the  religious  opinions  of  other  persons. 
It  was  his  duty  to  expound  theology, 
and    some    theological    opinion    might 
possibly  be  treated  as  disagreeable  or 
untrue  by  some  person  listening  to  him. 
Although  he  was  quite  prepared  to  con- 
sider whether  there  was  any  dubiety,  let 
them  all  be  agreed  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act  not  to  impose  any  test 
upon   anyone  who   occupied  the  stcUus 
of    a    professor.     A    privately-endowed 
Chair  was  filled  by  a  person  who,  perhaps, 
had  submitted  at  some  time  to  the  test  of 
fitness  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Chair. 
He  then  became  a  professor  of  the  Uni- 
versity.    Thereupon,    someone    rose    up 
and  said  :    "  Here  is  a  professor  of  the 
University,  and  yet  a  test  has  been  sub- 
mitted  to   him."     It   was   in    order   to 
avoid  a  controversy  of  that  kind  that 
these  words  were  inserted,  and  he  thought 
they  were  necessary. 

♦Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  said  that  so  long 
as  the  words  to  which  he  had  taken  ex- 
ception remained  in  the  clause  he  must 
press  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  MASSIE  said  the  words  of  the 
clause  appeared  to  bring  the  University 
within  the  range  of  applying  a  test  to 
professors.  Surely  they  could  have  some 
words  put  in  to  make  it  clear  that  no  test 
was  intended. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  consider  that  point,  and  meet 
it  in  another  place  if  it  was  found  to 
be  necessary.  He  would  undertake  that 
there  should  be  no  test  whatever. 

♦Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  said  that  on  the 
.understanding  that  no  reli^oua  test 
I  would  be  applied  ^^i^ijy^Qandidate  for  a 
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University  appoiatmen*^,  he  askpd  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leaye,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  3,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  withhold  his  assent  from^*  and  to  insert 
the  words  *  disallow.'  " — {Mr.  JBirrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  said  the  Amendment 
he  bad  to  propose  had  for  its  object  to 
secure  that  in  the  case  of  University 
statutes  there  should  be  an  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council.  The  procedure  was  con- 
tained in  Clause  5,  and  it  was  provided 
that  the  statutes  were  to  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  His 
purpose  was  to  secure  that  in  the  case  of 
an  alteration  of  the  statutes  or  the 
adding  of  any  new  statutes  there  should 
be  an  effective  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  in  doing  that  the  House 
would  only  be  following  University 
precedents.  There  was  such  an  appeal  in 
the  case  of  the  statutes  of  the  Universities 
of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  London,  the 
Scottish  Universities  and  also  in  the 
more  modern  Universities  of  Manchester, 
Liverpool  and  Leeds,  where  he  found  that 
no  Amendment  could  have  any  effect 
until  it  was  allowed  by  a  Conimittee  of  the 
Privy  Council.  He  wanted  to  secure  that 
the  Irish  statutes  for  the  new  Universities 
should  receive  the  same  consideration 
and  have  the  same  safeguard.  It  would 
be  observed  that  he  proposed  an  appeal 
to  a  committee  of  the  Irish  Privy  Council. 
There  was  in  England  a  Universities' 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  and  also  a 
Scottish  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
but  there  was  no  such  thing  existing  in 
Ireland,  although  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  forming  a 
Committee  of  the  Irish  Privy  Council 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  any  statute. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Mb.  MOORE  said  he  wished  to  second 
this  Amendment  for  the  reasons  which 
had  been  put  forward  by  his  hon.  friend. 
This  proposal  might  avoid  a  hardship 
being  placed  upon  some  outside  body. 
Take  for  example  the  Royc^ji  College  of 
Surgeons.  If  a  statute  was  made  which 
might  affect  the  right  they  enjoyed  as  a 

Sir  W  J.  Collins. 


corporation  in  respect  to  their  students 
there  was  under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  at 
present  no  provision  by  which  they 
could  obtain  redress  except  the  cumbrous 
one  of  coming  to  this  House  and  mov- 
ing to  alter  a  regulation  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  Table.  It  was  desirable 
that  they  should  have  a  local  Court  of 
Appeal  on  the  spot,  and,  following  the 
example  of  the  London  University,  if 
such  an  appeal  were  allowed  it  would  be 
useful  to  redress  any  grievance,  and  it 
was  the  only  remedy  which  an  outside 
corporation  had  against  the  statute. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  3,  line  35,  at  the  end,  to  irisert  the 
words  *  (3)  The  governing  body  of  a  university 
or  constituent  college  to  which  this  Act  applies, 
or  any  other  person,  corporation,  or  body 
directly  affected  by  such  statute,  may,  within 
three  months  from  the  notification  thereof  in  the 
Dublin  OazeUef  petition  His  Majesty  in  Council 
to  disallow  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof. 
(4)  His  Majesty  in  Council  may  refer  any  such 
petition  to  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
in  Ireland  with  a  direction  that  the  Committee 
hear  the  petitioner  personally  or  by  cOanael,  and 
report  specially  to  His  Majesty  in  Council  on  the 
matter  of  the  petition.  (5)  Ji  the  Committee 
report  in  favQ\ir  of  the  disallowance  of  tlie 
statute  or  any  part  thereof ,  His  M&jesty  may, 
by  Ordei"  in  Council,  disallow  the  whole  or 
part  thereof  accordingly,  but  any  .auch  dia- 
allowance  shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the 
making  of  a  new  statute.  (6)  The  costs  of  any 
petition  hereunder  may  be  regulated  by  the 
Committee  to  which  the  petition  it  relerrad.'  " 
—{Mr.  JButrMr,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  there  was 
agreen^nt  as  to  the  form  of  appeal 
recognised  in  most  of  the  other  Uoiver- 
sities.  His  only  difficulty,  however,  in 
accepting  the  Amendment  was  that  there 
was  not  in  the  Privy  Council  a  body 
corresponding  to  the  Universities  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  kno^  whether  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  Setting  up  a 
Universities  Committee  of  th6  Privy 
Council  here,  but  if  those  who  knew 
Ireland  betteir  than  he  knew  it  were  of 
opinion  that  this  step  could  be  taken, 
then  the  Amendment,  of  course,  would 
be  only  following  precedent.  At  the 
present  time  he  was  not  quite^iti  a  position 
to  accept  it,  but,  subject  to  communica- 
tions from  Ireland  on  the  subject,  he 
would  be  willing  to  con^idw  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Amendment  elsewhere. 
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Mr.  butcher  tliought  the  Chief 
Secretary  might  have  accepted  this 
Amendment  off-hand.  Up  to  the  present 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  hot 
accepted  a  single  Amendment  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  BIREELL  :    Yes,  I  have. 

Mr.  butcher  said  that  in  another 
part  of  the  Bill  an  arrangement  had  been 
muie  for  an  appeal  to  the  Irish  Privy 
Ojuncil,  and  looking  at  the  large  number 
of  distinguished  men  who  formed  that 
Council  there  ought  to  be  no  diflficulty  in 
getting  some  of  the  Judges  and  others  to 
serve  on  a  committee.  As .  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  promisied  to  look  into  the 
matter  he  woiild  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  moved  an 
Amendment  in  Clause  6  (Establishment 
of  Commissions)  providing  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  '*  a  person  nominated  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  and 
a  person  nominated  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Science,  Dublin."  He  had  put  this 
Amendment  down  in  order  to  see  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  give  him 
any  more  information  about  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons.  He  thought  they 
eight  to  have  representatives  from  the 
two  bodies  named  in  his  Amendment 
upon  the  governing  body  in  connection 
with  these  Univeriities.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed^ — 

"  In  page  4,  line  2,  after  the  firBt  woixl  *  of, 
ti  inaert  the  words  *  a  person  nominated  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  and  a  person 
nominated  by  the  Royal  College  of  Science, 
Dublin,  and.''"— (i^r.  Charles  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insel't^d." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  that  he  had 
already  declared  why  he  had  found  it 
impossible  to  make  all  the  appointments 
those  pf  representative  persons.  The 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  had  waited 
on  him  and  the  Prime  Minister  in  order 
to  lay  their  case  before  them  as  to  the 
cvfect  of  competition  with  the  new 
ITnivercjity.  The  colleges  had  no  need 
to  be  alarmed,  and  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  was  an  emotional  man,  said  that 
he    would  look  into  the   subject.     The 


other  (liiy,  in  answer  to  a  ',hi«srj>:i,  ii? 
stated  that  the  charters  Would  provide 
for  a  full  recognition  of  their  schools 
and  classes,  and  in  that  sense  they 
would  not  bfe  damnified  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  new  University.  It  was 
also  stated  that  if  it  were  proved  after 
a  time  they  had  suffered  materially  by 
the  competition  it  would  be  a  subject 
for  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
Exchequer, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
there  was  considerable  sympathy  with  the 
CoUege  of  Surgeons,  but  he  thought  the 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  had  gone 
a  long  way  to  allay  any  anxiety.  He 
regarded  the  concession  as  a  valuable 
one. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  not  given  them  a 
definite  undertaking  or  a  pledge  on  this 
point.  He  had  simply  told  them  that 
if,  in  years  to  come,  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  found  that  it  had  been 
detrimentally  affected  by  the  operation 
of  the  new  University  their  case  would 
be  considered.  Personally  he  was  in- 
clined to  go  to  a  division  in  order  to 
emphasise  this  point.  When  they  placed 
a  new  University  alongside  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  it  stood  to  reason 
that  they  would  inflict  a  very  serious 
injury  upon  that  College.  Under  the 
circumstances  he  would  be  satisfied 
with  his  protest,  and  he  would  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn,    i 

Mr.  BIRRELL  moved  in  Clause  6, 
after  the  word  "  period  "  to  insert  the 
words  "not  exceeding  one  year."  It 
was  thought  desirable  th^t  there  should 
be  a  limitation  upon  the  period  during 
which  the  Commissioners  should  exercise 
their  power. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  period,'^ 
to  insert  the  words  *  not  exceeding  one  year.'  " 
—{Mr.  BirreU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  CRAIG  moved  to  lewe 

out    Clause    7,    which,  he    said,    carried 

out    the    money   Resolution    passed     n 

Committee    of    the    House.       He   took 

exception  to  the  unfair  way  in  which 

I  the  moneys  were  allocated.    Neither  the 

I  schedule  nor  the  cUi^u8e,^(5^g]f^* 
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on  the  sum  which  might  be  paid  towards 
the  southern  University.  The  Bill  was 
wrong  all  through.  In  regard  to  finance 
the  country  was  asked  to  spend  a  sum  of 
money  for  which  it  was  to  get  jio  adequate 
value.  In  spite  of  the  large  sum  which 
was  to  be  spent  not  a  single  man  would  get 
a  better  education  than  he  could  get  at 
present,  and  not  a  single  man.  would  get 
a  degree  who  could  not  get  it  now.  What 
they  were  asked  to  spend  on  this  project 
made  it  far  too  dear.  If  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  never  interfered  in  Irish  educa- 
tion the  country  would  have  been 
£2,700,000  richer  than  it  was  to-day. 
Clause  7  was  the  worst  clause  in  the  worst 
possible  Bill  that  had  ever  been  presented 
to  the  House  in  regard  to  University 
education  in  Ireland.  There  was  no 
question  in  the  world  about  that.  He 
felt  so  strongly  opposed  to  this  clause  that, 
if  he  were  the  only  person  in  the  lobby, 
he  would  go  to  a  division.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Mr.  MOORE,  in  seconding  the  Amend- 
ment, said  that  Clause  7  contained  some 
matter  which  it  would  be  more  difficult 
for  the  followers  of  the  Government 
to  swallow  than  some  of  the  other  matters 
in  the  Bill,  because  with  the  full  con- 
currence of  the  Chief  Secretary  power  was 
given  to  applying  public  money  to  the 
purchasing  of  sites  in  the  proposed  Uni- 
versity and  to  the  building  of  denomina- 
tional places  of  worship.  It  also  authorised 
that  the  class  rooms  and  lecture  rooms 
might  be  applied  to  the  teaching  of  a 
particular  religion.  They  were  told  at 
the  same  time  that  the  scheme  was 
entirely  undenominational,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  they  would  be  told  so  again 
by  the  Chief  Secretary.  He  concurred 
with  yrhjAt  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
had  said  upon  the  financial  side  of  the 
question.  It  always  happened  when 
this  Government  had  to  treat  the  con- 
flicting claims  of  north  and  south  in  the 
distribution  of  money  the  excessive 
claims  of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway  representing  southern  consti- 
tuencies received  chief  consideration. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  1.*'— (Captain  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
"  sums  "  in  page  5,  line  15,  stand  part  of 
tlio  Bill." 

Captain  Craig, 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  wondered 
if    the    hon.    and    learned    €rentlem\n 
when    he    walked    up    Whitehall    veer 
contemplated    the    beautiful    buildings 
which  had  been  put  up  at  the  cost  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  United  Kingdom.     The 
hon.  and  learned  Grentleman  had  voted 
for    the    erection    of     the  Government 
offices  in  London  for  which  the  money 
was  found  out  of  the  general  taxation, 
though    they    were    of    absolutely     no 
benefit     to     Ireland.      The      sum      of 
£10,000,000  had  been  spent  in  that  way. 
There  was  one  of  the  buildings  alone 
which  he  never  looked  a   without  feeling 
a   land  hunger,  for  it  cost  £3,000,000. 
He   entirely  deprecated  the  suggestion 
that  the  south  of  Ireland  would  deprive 
the  north  of  anything  it  was  entitled  to, 
or  that  hon*  Gentlemen  who  represented 
the    Presbyterian    cause    in    the    north 
were  to  be  deprived  of  a  single  sixpence 
which  they  could  get  out  of  the  Treasury. 
On  the  contrary,  the  more  they  got  the 
merrier    he  and  his  friends  would  be. 
It  was  entirely  imfair  to  say  that  in  the 
south    they  were  getting  any  superior 
sum.    But  if  it  were  true,  they  could  not 
forget  the   fact  that  the   Catholics  of 
Ireland  were  three-fourths  of  the  people. 
What  he  complained  of  was  that  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Bill,  instead  of 
being  too  large  as  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  stated,  were  a  little  too  tight. 
Subsection  (2)  of  the  clause  said — 

**  There  shall  be  annually  paid  out  of  moneys 
provided  by  Parliament  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  new  university  having  its  seat  at 
Belfast,  and  the  constituent  colleges  of  the  new 
university  having  its  seat  at  Dublin,  the  sums 
specified  in  Part  I.  of  the  Third  Schedule  to 
this  Act." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  argued 
from  that  that  the  schedule  gave  un- 
limited power.  The  truth  was  that  the 
schedule  was  too  tight.  Supposing  they 
needed  more  money,  they  would  be 
prevented  by  the  Bill  as  it  stood  from 
getting  it.  What  was  really  wanted 
was  a  rather  looser  framework  than  th^s 
clause.  He  had  not  the  smallest  doult 
that  the  University  in  Belfast  would  be  a 
great  success.  It  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  glories  of  the  north,  and  it  would 
come  back  to  Parliament  for  more  money. 
He  would  advise  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Grentleman,  instead  of  putting  further 
fetters  on  the  Government,  to  endeavour 
to  get  the  clause  made  a  little  looser.    In 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


573 


Irish 


{24  July  1908} 


Universities  Bill. 


574 


three  or  four  years  time  all  this  religious 
fighting  and  wrangling  would  have  en- 
tirely evaporated  on  both  sides  and  they 
would  be  knocking  at  the  door  of  this 
House  and  asking  for  more  money. 

Ameidment  negatived. 

*Mr.  MASSIE  moved  to  amend  the 
proviso  of  Clause  7  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  benefactions,''  the  words  '*  and  so 
lon^  as  the  professorship  or  lectureship 
is  titular  only,  and  does  not  admit  to  the 
electoral,  representative,  or  administra- 
tive powers  of  the  ordinary  professors  or 
lecturers  of  the  universitv,  whether  as  to 
the  senate  or  the  academic  council  or  the 
general  board  of  studies  or  any  faculty 
except  the  faculty  of  theolocy,  if  and 
when  such  is  constituted  "  He  observed 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  had  to  some 
extent  met  the  Amendment  by  the 
revised  charter  for  the  University  to  have 
its  seat  in  Dublin,  Section  xiv  (4)  of  which 
now  reads  as  follows : — ''  A  professor  of 
or  lecturer  in  theology  shall  not  be  eligible 
for  membership  ot  the  general  board  of 
studies  or  of  any  faculty  other  than 
the  faculty  of  theology."  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  put  what  he  had 
read  from  the  charter  into  the  Bill  as  well 
he  would  be  perfectly  prepared  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  6,  line  37,  after  the  word  *  benefac- 
tiol^'  to  insert  the  words  '  i.ud  so  long  as  the 
professorship  or  lectureship  is  titular  only,  and 
does  not  admit  to  the  electoral,  representative, 
or  admioistrative  powers  of  the  ordinary  pro- 
iesaors  or  lectnrerp  of  the  university,  whether 
SA  to  the  Senate  or  the  aoademic  council  or  the 
general  board  of  studies  or  any  faculty  except 
the  faculty  of  theology,  if  and  when  such  is 
con-jtituted.* "— (^^.  Siassie,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  be  deprecated  very 
much  any  war  on  the  question  of  theology. 
He  did  not  see  any  reason  why  a  professor 
of  theology  should  be  treated  with  more 
suspicion  than  any  other  kind  of  pro- 
fessor. He  had  no  objection  to  the  words 
of  the  charter  to  which  his  hon.  friend 
referred  being  inserted  in  the  Bill,  but  he 
did  not  quite  know  which  would  be  the 
best  place  to  insert  the  Amendment. 
Perhaps  his  hon.  friend  would  allow  it 
to  be  inserted  in  another  place. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity) asked  whether  there  was  any- 
thing  to  prevent  a  professor  of  an  ordi- 


nary subject,  say,  mathematics,or  mental 
and  moral  philosophy,  from  holding  at 
the  same  time  a  professorship  of  theology 
provided  that  he  did  not  take  any  money 
for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  in  con- 
nection with  the  professorship  of  theology. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  should  like  to 
have  notice  of  that  Question. 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  said  it  ww 
quite  a  possible  thing  that  such  pro- 
fessorships might  be  combined. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  was  quite 
willing  to  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  MASSIE  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  holt  (Northumberland,  Hex- 
ham) moved  an  Amendment  to  provid3 
that  in  the  event  of  any  professor  or 
lecturer  being  recognised  under  sub- 
section (4)  of  Clause  7  the  governing 
body  of  the  University  should  not  refuse 
recognition  on  equal  terms  to  other 
professors  or  lecturers  in  theology  or 
divinity  on  the  ground  of  their  theolo- 
gical opinions.  It  had  always  been 
understood  that  this  was  an  unsectarian 
and  undenominational  University,  and 
that  under  this  Bill  there  would  be 
absolute  liberty  for  any  person  to  endow 
chairs  of  theology.  He  wished  to  put 
that  down  in  black  and  white.  Hi 
understood  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  to  say  that  he  and  his  hon.  friendi 
who  represented  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
were  in  favour  of  that  equality  of  treat- 
ment. There  were  other  people  in  Ire- 
land besides  Catholics  and  Presbyterians, 
and  he  wished  to  keep  the  door  open  to 
them  so  that  they  might  have  the  same 
advantr.'];33. 

Mr.  wills  (Dorsetshire,  N.)  seconded 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  5,  line  41,  after  the  word  *  funds,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  in  the  event  of  any 
professor  or  lecturer  being  recognised  under  this 
subsection  the  governing  body  of  the  Univer- 
sity shall  not  refuse  recognition  on  equal  terms 
to  other  professors  or  lecturers  in  theology 
or  divinity  on  the  ground  of  their  theological 
opinions.-— (iff.  HdU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there   inserted." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  did  not  think  it  would 
be  wise    to  compel  any  University  to 
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receive  a  'chair  in  theology  or  divinity 
simply  because  it  was  ofiei^d.  It  was 
obvious  they  must  exercise  some  control 
over  their  chairs  and  faculties,  and  it 
might  possibly  be  that  someone  interested 
in  the  propagation  of  some  theological 
opinion  of  his  own  might  grant  money 
for  the  purpose  of  a  professorship  which 
would  obviously,  make  any  learned 
body  ridiculous  were  they  to  accept  it. 
He,  therefore,  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  MOORE  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  mover  of  the  Amendment  would  go  to 
a  division.  He  moved  this  Amendment 
in  the  Committee  upstairs  and  they  got 
an  equally  halting  and  unsatisfactory 
reply  then.  If  a  Roman  Catholic  pro- 
fessorship was  recognised  in  the  new 
Dublin  University,  and  if  the  money  was 
forthcoming,  it  was  right,  at  any  rate, 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  giving 
similar  recognition  to  professorships  in 
connection  with  the  Protestant  denomi- 
nations of  the  country.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :      "  Christian  Science,  for  ex- 


ample."] The  conditions  being  equal, 
he  thought  it  would  be  right  for  th^  govern- 
ing body  to  consider  fuid  decide  whether 
"  Christain  Science "  came  within  the 
definition  of  "  theology  or  divinity."  It 
would  be  a  thoroughly  unfair  thing  to 
allow  the  governors  to  recognise  a 
chair  of  theology  or  divinity  for  one 
church  and  not  for  another.  In  Belfast 
there  would  probably  be  Presbyterian 
and  EpiscopaUan  professorships  of  the- 
ology endowed  out  of  private  sources, 
but  if  the  governing  body  did  not  give 
equal  treatment  to  Roman  Catholics,  the 
bishops  and  the  priests  would  come  out 
again  with  the  cry  that  it  was  a  Godless 
University.  He  wished  to  have  equal 
treatment  for  all  churches. 

Mr.  holt  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Leave,  refused. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :-:-Aye8,  41 ;    Noes, 
260.     (Division  List  No.  220.) 
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Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
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Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
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Moore,  William 
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Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
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Clancy,' John  Joseph 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
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Pease, Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Rawlinsdn ,  JohnFrederick  Peel 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wolff,  Gustar  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 


Tbllbbs    tor    thb 

Mr.  Hugh  Barrie  and  (^ 
tain  Oaig. 


Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan«  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Heiiry 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in-Fume8j) 

Dunrte.Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  £n6ch  (Hanley) 
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Ssmonde^  Sir  Thomas 
Esslemonty  Geprge  Bimie 
Everett,  Bi  Laoey 
Far^ll,  Jamee  Patrick 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  3f  1^lro 
Ffrench,  Pet^r 
Field.  Williatn 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Miekael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Chnstopher 
Fuller,  John. Michael  F. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
^iDiooly,  James 
GiU,A.  H. 

Gladstonf'yR^-Hn.  Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Halpin,  J.      •  ..  .    . 

Harooart,RtHn^L.(Rossendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.(  Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy,  CScorge  A.  ^Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (WorcV.) 
Harrington,  Xinjothy  - 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshiro,N.E. 
Harwood,  (jieorge 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Moninouth) 
Haworth,  Artknr  A.  > 
Hayden,  John  Patripk 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthtv  (Durham) 
•Henry,  (Carles  8. 
Herbert,  Ool.  Sir  Ivor  ( Jto|.,S. ) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffr^ 
Hudson,  Walter 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jaeoby,. Sir  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Jonas,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  Willitkm(C!amarvon8hire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Jowett,  F.  W.        ' 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kavanagh^  Walter  M. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Thomas  Ifichael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsf ord) 
LaidlAw,  Robert     • 
Lambert,  (3eorge  {|  f 

Lamont,.  Norman  «  > 
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Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehinann,  R.  C. 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  ^ 

Lundpn,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

LyelU  Chailes  Henry 

Macdonald,  J..R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B*ghs 

Mackamesp,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

MacNeill,  John  Crordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 

Mac  Veigh,Charle8(  Donegal ,  E. ) 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M*KiIlop,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (lyi^estcr) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher  ,^  Michael 

Meenan,Franci8  E.(Leitrim,N. ) 

Meehan,  Patrick  A. (Queen's  Co. 

Middlebrook,  William 

MoHeno,.' Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Mponey,  J,  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

^Mumaghan,  George 

Mnn^y*  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nann^tti,  Joseph  P. 

Nicholson,C%arle8N.(Doncast'r 

Kolan,  Joseph 

Nuttall,  Harry 

CBrien,  Patiick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  William  (C!ork) 

CCionnor,  John  (Kildare,  K.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

0»Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

CDonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'bowd,  Jodn 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Jame6(  Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

(ySboe,  James  John 

Packer,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pfearce,  Ro'bert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Percy,  Earl 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Phiilips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Prie8tleyvW.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.  ( Waterf  ord) 
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Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roes,  J.  D. 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh*mpt'n 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneeide) 
Robinson,  S. 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.H.  (Brentford^ 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  CJ.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  CE^CMancheeter) 
Seddon,  J. 

Shaw,  Rt.Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Dani  I  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.'JohnC. 
Silcock,  Thorns  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Macken^i  • 
Smith,  F.  E.  (Liverpool,  Walton 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim.  R^ 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N .  W.  j 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph(Chesh.^ 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.(  Oxf 'd  Univ. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcHfle) 
Tennant,  H.J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thome,G.  R.(Wolverhamptor^ 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wa8on,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathoart  (Orkney  ^ 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,Llewelyn(Carmarth'n 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid. ) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughtonl 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellebs  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Joseph  Pease  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis. 


♦Mr.  .  MASSIE  moved  to  omit  from 
Ba))9eetiQ^,(4).oithe  clause  paragraph  (b), 
which  gave  permission  to  the  University 


authorities  to  allow  the  erection  of  a 
chapel  within  the  precincts  of  the 
University.      This    paragraph  ^^as^^^ 
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originally  in  the  Bill,  and  it  owed  its  in- 
sertion to  an  Amendment  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  University 
and  accepted  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  He 
was  sure  that  it  was  moved  in  aU  good 
nature ;  and  with  characteristic  good 
nature  it  was  accepted,  but,  he  was 
inclined  to  think,  with  some  inadvertence. 
He  would  not  be  surprised  to  know  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  nodding  with  most 
excusable  fatigue.  It  was  a  well  meaning 
insertion,  but  he  feared  that  it  was  rather 
precipitate,  that  it  was  gratuitous,  and 
that  it  was  mistaken  altogether.  It  had 
not  been  asked  for  either  by  ecclesiastics 
or  by  politicians,  and  he  thought  it  was 
an  unfortunate  concession  because  it  had 
created  an  artificial  difficulty.  At  the 
time  it  was  accepted  it  was  a  breach, 
an  unconscious  breach,  of  a  pledge  which 
had  been  given  that  no  public  money 
should  be  spent  for  any  religious  purpose. 
Of  course  the  site  on  which  the  church 
or  chapel  would  be  built  would  be 
land  purchased  with  public  money.  It 
had  been  suggested,  and  indeed  prac- 
tically offered,  that  the  f  ite  should  be  re- 
purchased with  private  money,  and  in  that 
way  of  course  the  pecuniary  objection 
would  be  overcome,  and  the  original 
pledge  of  the  Chief  Secretary  would  re- 
mam  inviolate.  But  while  the  price  of 
the  site,  which  was  a  minor  difficulty, 
would  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  a  much 
greater  difficulty  would  be  left  untouched. 
It  was  not  so  much  the  value  of  the 
site  as  the  sit«  itself  that  was  the  diffi- 
culty. The  presence  of  a  denomi'iationil 
chapel,  within  the  precincts  of  the  Uni- 
versity would  be  flatly  opposed  to  the 
idea  of  the  Bill.  On  paper  at  any 
rate  the  Bill  was  undenominational, 
bu;  paragra"!  h  (6)  for  the  erection  of 
a  chapel  was  on  paper  denomina- 
tional, and  would  allow  a  foothold 
for  denominationahsm  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  University.  It  was  more 
than  merely  on  paper,  because  it 
was  a  solid  and  an  ostentatious  foot- 
hold. It  gave  room  for  the  flag  of  a 
particular  denomination  to  be  planted 
proclaiming  that  the  precincts  of  the 
University  were  the  peculiar  ground  of 
one  denomination.  That  at  once  affected 
the  conception  of  the  University  and 
produced  a  conception  contrary  to  the 
idea  of  the  Bill.  Many  of  them  had 
already  expressed  the  hope  that  Catholics 
Mi\  Afassie. 


would  come  to  the  University  of  Belfast 
and  Protestants  to  the  University  which 
was  to  have  its  seat  in  Dublin,  without 
feeling  that  they  were  aliens  in  a  strange 
land.  But  if  a  chapel  met  them  in  the 
precincts  of  the  University  they  would 
instantly  recognise  the  symbol  of  an  op- 
posing ascendancy  just  as  they  did  in 
the  presence  of  a  chapel  within  the 
precincts  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and 
they  would  be  jarred  by  a  note  of  discord 
and  iaequality.  It  was  quite  irrelevant 
to  plead  that  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
each  college  had  its  chapel  within  its 
precincts,  or  that  in  the  precincts  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  there  was  an 
Episcopalian  Chapel.  These  were  old 
institutions  and  the  tokens  of  ancient 
exclusiveness  could  not  easily  be  re- 
moved, and  could  only  be  slowly  modified, 
and  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  should  not  be 
imitated  on  the  side  of  its  exclusiv^ess. 
No  University  recently  founded  within 
this  kingdom  had  a  church  or  chapel 
within  its  precincts.  The  idea  was 
opposed  to  the  idea  of  the  Bill :  it  tended 
to  thwart  the  hope?  they  entertained  of 
a  true  catholicity  in  a  free  University: 
it  was  not  asked  for,  and,  as  he 
thought,  it  was  unfortunately  given  in 
inadvertence  and  in  haste ;  and  he 
pleaded  that  with  consideration  and  at 
leisure  the  permission  should  now  be 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  6,  line  1,  to  leave  out  paragraph 
(6)  of  subseotion  (4)  of  Clause  7." — [Mr.  Massie,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  it  was  per- 
fectly true  that  this  particular  sub- 
section was  not  in  the  original  Bill, 
and  if  it  were  the  fact  that,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  hon.  Members 
behind  him,  the  Bill  had  been  made 
worse  during  its  progress  through  Com- 
mittee, the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge 
University  must  be  regarded  as  its  evil 
genius.  But,  speeking  quite  frankly,  he 
personally  could  see  no  reason  why  a 
University  of  this  description  should  not 
have  a  church  or  chapel,  particularly  as 
the  technical  objection  could  be  got  over 
not  only  as  regarded  the  site  itself,  but 
that  the  very  bricks  and  mortar  of  the 
new  chapel  could  be  provided  by  private 
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benefaction.  The  pledge  that  no  public 
money  should  be  devoted  to  sectarian 
purposes  could  be  strictly  naaintained. 
His  hon.  friend  who  now  moved  the 
omission  of  this  subsection  had  said  that 
no  analogy  could  be  drawn  from  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  because  they  were  old 
institutions.  The  Church  of  Rome  was, 
after  all,  an  old  institution,  too.  He  saw 
no  particular  reason  why,  in  a  college 
which  he  had  hoped,  and  still  hoped, 
would  be  a  residential  college,  there 
should  not  be  planted,  even  within  the 
precincts  of  the  University,  a  church  or 
chapel  dedicated  to  the  worship  of 
Almighty  God.  He  drew  no  strong 
distinction  between  the  worship  of  Al- 
mighty God  Qn  one  side  of  a  wall  and  the 
other.  He  agreed  that  the  erection  of  a 
chapel  was  not  contemplated  by  him 
when  he  drew  the  Bill,  nor  was  any 
demand  or  request  ever  made  for  it 
except  at  the  instance  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  University,  but,  having 
been  inserted  in  the  Bill,  he  could  not 
disguise  from  himself  the  fact  that  its 
withdrawal  would  not  unnaturally  excite 
a  certain  amount  of  feeling.  Some  of  his 
hon.  friends  had  addressed  him  almost  as 
men  about  to  die  at  the  hands  of  outraged 
constituents  on  account  of  the  pressure 
the  Bill  was  putting  on  the  consciences  of 
Nonconformists.  Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site who  anticipated  disaster  to  the 
Liberal  Party  in  consequence  of  this 
measure  would  find  their  cheerful  hopes 
entirely  dissipated.  At  the  same  time 
the  provision  was  not  in  the  Bill  when  he 
introduced  it,  or  during  the  Second 
Reading  stage,  and  as  undoubtedly  it  did 
introduce  a  new  principle  in  modem 
Universities — [An  Hon.  Member  :  Mans- 
field.] Mansfield  College  was  not  a 
University.  It  was  a  college,  not  a 
University,  and  was  not,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  built  with  public  funds.  He  was, 
therefore,  prepared,  not  without  some 
personal  regret  that  this  should  be  forced 
on  him,  but  fully  recognising  the  great 
loyalty  and  generosity  which  his  hon. 
friends  behind  him  had  exhibited  through- 
o  it,  to  assent  to  the  excision  of  the  sub- 
section, and  he  was  sure  he  might  rely  on 
the  warm  support  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  whose  souls,  he  knew,  were  very 
much  disturbed  by  the  idea  of  a  chapel 
being  built  within  the  precincts  of  the 
University. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  had 
heard  .with  great  regret  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  true 
that  the  subsection  was  not  put  into  the 
Bill  at  the  invitation  of  the  Irish  Party. 
They  did  not  ask  for  it,  but  having  been 
inserted  he  extremely  regretted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemai^  had  agreed  to  strike 
it  out.  On  the  merits  of  the  question 
he  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  see  what 
objection  any  hon.  Member  could  have 
to  the  provision.  There  was,  of  course, 
the  technical  objection  as  to  site ;  that 
the  land  would  be  purchased  by  public 
money  under  a  scheme  under  which  it  had 
been  said  that  no  public  money  would 
be  devoted  to  denominational  purposes. 
That  objection  could  be  removed,  how- 
ever, by  inserting  the  condition  that  the 
site  would  only  be  given  if  it  were  pur- 
chased from  private  sources  under  condi- 
tions imposed  by  the  Senate.  He  saw  no 
objection  in  principle  to  that.  Every  collc.:?e 
in  Oxford  and  Cambridge  had  its  chapel, 
and  there  was  also  a  chapel  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin.  An  hon.  Gentleman  for 
one  of  the  constituencies  in  Yorkshire 
had  said  that  a  way  to  settle  the  matter 
from  a  Catholic  point  of  view  was  for 
Catholics  to  go  to  Trinity  College  and  that 
another  denominational  chapel  should  be 
provided  for  them  in  that  college.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment had  stated  that  in  none  of  the  new 
Universities  recently  created  was  there  a 
chapel.  That  was  not  exactly  the  poir.t. 
The  point  was,  was  there  anything  in  the 
constitution  of  these  Universities  to 
prevent  a  chapel  being  built  within  the 
precincts  ?  He  did  not  think  there 
was ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  they 
had  any  right  to  impose  upon  thirt 
new  University  whose  seat  was  to  be  in 
Dublin  a  disability  which  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution  of  the  othc* 
new  Universities  in  England.  Thc'r 
hope  was  that  this  should  be  a  rendential 
college,  and  in  a  residential  college  they 
had  a  right  to  have  a  chapel  for  the 
denomination  to  which  the  students 
belonged.  He  wished  to  express  his 
regret  and  the  regret  of  his  friends  at 
the  decision  arrived  at  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  but  he  thought  that  under  the 
circumstances  the  least  they  could  do 
was  to  record  their  vote  against  the 
Amendment. 
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*Mr.  butcher  said  that  as  the  evil 
genius  of  this  amended  Bill  he  would  like 
to  say  one  word  about  this  subsection, 
the  omission  of  which  had  been  moved. 
He  must  say  he  knew  at  the  time  he 
proposed  its  insertion  that  it  was  going  a 
little  bit  on  the  border  line  to  suggest  that 
a  site  bought  by  public  money  should  be 
given  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  to  be 
paid  for  privately,  but  that  seemed  a  very 
jn.aiTOW  and  technical  objection  to  take. 
Yet  if  there  were,  ou  the  other  side^if-the 
House,  some  disturbed  consciences  which 
would  be  relieved  by  the  easy  method  of 
the  excision  of  these  few  wordi,  he  did  not 
wish  to  prevent  the  placatjii^g  of  their 
consciences.  He  would  oijy  say  that  his 
idea  in  naaking  the  proposal  and  certain 
other  Amendments  which  he  had  sug- 
gested was  really  to  allow  the  Roman 
Catholics  a^  Roman  Catholics  to  make 
provisions  foir  the  furnishing  of  their 
University  with  those  yaried  elements 
which  had  been  historically  associated 
with  the  life  of  a  University  and  with  a 
residentif^l  college. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)  said 
he  didjiot  desire  to  proloi\g  the  discussion, 
as  the  Chief  Secretary  wished  to  bring 
the  proceedings  to  a  close  iii  a  reasonable 
time.  He  suggested,  however,  that  if 
that  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
wish  he  should  not  offer  to  the  House 
sich  interesting  subjects  of  debate  as 
i;he  probable  effect  of  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  on  thp  Liberal  Party.  If  the 
Chief  Secretary  threw  down  challenges  of 
that  kind  he  must  not  assume  that  they 
on  that  side  of  the  House  were  not 
prepared  to  take  them  up,  or  that  they 
did  not  hold  strong  views  upon  them. 
Nor  must  he  assume  that  they  did 
nOu  bilieve  that  when  the  proper  time 
came  to  ,test  those  views  it  would 
be  foimd  that  those  of  his  friends 
were  more  correct  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's.  He  merely  said  that  byway 
of  caveat.  He  was  in  this  peculiar  position 
— he  spoke  for  himself  alone — ^that  he 
regretted  the  action  taken  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  omitting  this  section.  He 
hoped  that  this  University  would  be  to  a 
very  large  extent  a  denominational  Uni^ 
versity,  and  if  it  had  been  started  upon 
those  lines  its  future  prosperity  would 
depend  to  a  very  large  extent  upon 
the  enthu5iasm  which  the  Catholic  Church 


in    Ireland    brought,  to  bear  upon   it.- 
It  seemed  to  him  that  if  a.  University 
was  to  be  established  in  Ireland     which 
was  to  satisfy  the  Catholic  population  of 
that  country,  it  must  be  an  educational 
centre  in  an  atmosphere  distinct  from 
that    of    Trinity    College,    and    it    waa 
amazing  that  in  the  new  University  they 
were  not  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  which 
was   already   enjoyed   in   other   similar 
institutions  of  having  a  chapel  .of  their 
own.     He  could  not  appreciate  'the  sense 
of  the  view  which  led  to  the  support 
of  this  particular  Amendment,  but  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  adopted  it  and.  he 
congratulated    the    House    on    the    ad- 
mirable way  in  which  this  pwt  of  the 
|m>ceedings  had  been  caru^ed  thfoagh. 
All  he  could  say  was  that  it  showed  that 
it  was  not  argument   but  seme  totally 
different     motive    which    prevailed     in 
accepting  or  rejecting  An^endm^ts.     The 
course    taken    by    the    Chief    Secretaipy 
threw  a  flood  of  light  upon  ^e  character 
of  the  proceedings.    The  acceptance  of 
this  Amendment^ .  was  a  sort  of  peace- 
ofiering  to  those  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's supporters  who  had  behaved  well. 
It    was    not    arguments    which    always 
carried  Amendments ;  the  time  occasion- 
ally came  when  it  was  thought  de^able 
"  to  give  a  little  bit  of  sugar  to  the  bird." 
The  Amendment  was  not  an  improve^ 
ment  upon  the  Bill,  it  was  not  emo^^er 
step  to  meet  the  just  requirements  of 
the    Roman    Catholics   of   Ireland,    but 
was  simply  in  order  that  the  proceedimgi 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  Hottso 
might  be  harmonious  and  peaceful  to- 
wards the  close.     He  could  say  of  his 
friends  that  they  were  not  by  any  meuis 
duped  or  deceived  by  what  was    goitig 
on,  but  they  felt  at  the  same  time  that 
Aey    weM    not    likely   to   receive   any 
of  the   sugar.    He    believed   that .  they 
would    be    wisely    guided    if    they  ab- 
breviate 1  any  recommendations  they  had 
to    make,    having    regard    to    the  fact 
that  in  all  their  Amendments  they  had 
striven  to  make  the  Bill  imdenomina- 
tional    in   its    character* 

Mr.  C.  J.  O'DONNELL  (Newington, 
Walworth)  said  that  he  regretted  he 
was  obliged  to  separate  himself  from 
his  Nonconformist  friends  on  this  occa- 
sion. He  was  a  Liberal  and  had  no 
great  affection^for^ d^fi«jl,^i^j;t^rence, 
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but  he  had  an  affection  for  religion,  and 
he  regretted  the  excision  of  this  sub- 
jection from  the  BiU,  because  he  regarded 
it  as  the  only  undenominational  part  of 
the  Bin,  It  was,  he  thought,  monstrous, 
if  they  had  Preabyterian  students  attend- 
ing the^  Universities,  that  they  should 
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not  have  the  fullest  means  of  worshipping 
Ood  according  to  their  consciences. 

Question  put.  " 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  111 ;  Noes, 
172.     (Division  List  No.  221.) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.  E. ) 

Acland.Hood^BtHn  SirAlex.F. 

Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Bame9,  G.  N, 

Barry,  E.(Ck)rfc.S.)' 

Beale,W.  P. 

Bo^fand,  John 

Bull,  Sir  William  James 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Butcher,  Safimel  Henry 

Byles,  WUliam  PoUi^ 

Carlile,  E.  Hildred  • 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cl^cy,  John  Joseph 

Olive,  Percy  Archer 

Clynes,  J.  R, ,    .      .  , 

Condon,  Thoinas  Joseph 

Craik,  Sir  Henry  > 

Crean,  Eugene 

Oullinan,  J.      >      • 

Belany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dillon,  John 

Douglai,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 

Duflfy,  William  J. 

E-imonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fell,  Arthur 

Ffl'tooh,  Pater 

FieW.  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

€todn^  Ernest 

Qilhoely,Jamfi9 

G  wynn,.Stephen  XiMcius 

Halpin,J.   ^ 

H^rdie,  J.  Keir  (MerthyrTyd  vi  I) 

Harrington,  Timothy 


Ainsworth,  John  Stirliog 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 
Asquith,  Rt.Hn.Heibert  Henry 
Afftbury,  John  Meir 
Batfoor,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Banbury*  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barings  Godfrey(  Isle  of  Wight) 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Lbndonderry,  N. 
Bteu^hamip^  E. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hujt>ert 
Beck*  A.  Cecil        ,      . 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,W.(T*w'r  Hamlets. 8.  Geo. 
B^d&elUSir  J.H.<Es8ex,Ro«nf  d 
^i«)^^,T.  E.  (Efl^Moc,  MhMqp) 
Birrelly  Rt.  Hon.  Augu8tii\8 
Bowerman.  C.  W. 
Bh*aoe,WilI&.iif^    :    v^ 
Br0<^»  St<»pford  ' 


AYES. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hills.  J.  W. 
Hogan,  Michael 
Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 
Joitlan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  .Michael 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kennaway,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lane^Fox«  G.  R. 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 
Law,  Hugh  A  (Doneoal,  W.) 
Long,  Rt.Hm.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lundon,  W. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Mac Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MacVeighiCharles  (Donegal,  E.) 
McHugh,  Patrick  A. 
McKean,  John 
MoKHlop,  W. 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Meagher,  Michaol 
M4ehan,Fr^ncis  E.  (Lditrim.N. ) 
Moehan,Patriok  A(Queen*sCo. 
Mooney,  J,  J. 
Mornaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Naonetti,  Joseph  P. 
No)an,  Joseph 

0*Brien,Kendal  (TipperaryMid 
O'Brien.  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

NOES. 

Bronner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 
Brunner,RtHnSir  J.T(Cheshire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
ChurohilK  Rt.  Hon.  WinstonS. 
dark,  Geprge  Smith 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clou^h,  William 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Cochrane,  Hmi.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Compt^-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Cbrbett.C  H  (S'issex,E.Grinst'd 
Craig,Charlr  fl  d  irtis  (Antrim,S. 
Craig  .Captain  James(Down,E.) 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  0.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O' Kelly,  James(  Roscommon,  N . 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shanghne^sy.  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Grsvesend ) 
Pease.Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  . 
Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford ) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roche,-  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Ga4way,  East) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Smyth,Thoma9  F.  (L3(trim,  S. 
Staveley-Hill.HenrytStaffsh.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E,  (Chichester)     ' 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
White,  Patrick  (Meath.  North) 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Young,  Samuel 

TpLLSRS   FOB^THB   AVBS  — Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien  and  Captain 
Donelan. 


Dewar»Sir  J.  A  (Inverness- sh.) 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.  (Bariow-in-Furness 
DuBne,Bfajor  E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Elsslemont,  George  Bimie 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Finillay^  Alexander 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,  J. 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Harcouxt,  Rt.  Qn.  L  ( Roasen^ale 
Harcourt,  Robert  Y.(Montro8eJ[ 
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Harmsworih,  Cedl  B.  (Worc'r) 

Harwood,  €r«oige 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel»  Dr.  A.  K 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

HendeiBon*  J.M.(ApeTdeen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S. ) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H 

Hodge,  John 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Horniman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hlingworth,  Peicy  H. 

Jacluon,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  Wil!iam  (Carnarvonshire 

Kokewioh,  Sir  George 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex, Harwich 

Lewip,  John  Herbert 

Long,  Col.Charles  W.(Eveeham 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Loiigh,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Luitrell.  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 

Macdonald,  J,  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

Mc Arthur,  Charles 

Mallet,  Charles  £. 


{COMMONS} 

Mansfield,  H.'Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Moore,  William 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nicholson,Charle8  N.(Doncast*r 

Nuttoll,  Harry 

O'Neill,  Hon.  RobeH  Torrens 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,C.E(Edinb*gh,Central) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rawlinson,  JohnFrederick  Peel 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards.T.F  .(Wolverh'mpt*n 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Schwann  C.  Dtmcan  (Hyde) 

Seaverns  J.  H. 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt..  Hon.  John 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 


Universities  Sill. 
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Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,Waltoii) 
Stanley,  Albert  (Stoffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (Cheeh.) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edwanl 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Theodore C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  Jjf Berwickshire) 
Thome,  G.R.(WolverhampU>n) 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  Greorge 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent ) 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wason,Rt  Hn.  E.(Clackmaiman 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  8, 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Joeiah  C. 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Lukb  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  RtHn.SirThoma8  P 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Williama«Llewelyn(Cannarth'n 
Wills,  Arthur  Walten 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellsrs  vob  thbNoks— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•senate,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  governing 
body.'  " 

"  In  page  6,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•  tlieir,'  and  to  iiAert  the  word  *  the.'  " 

"  In  page  6,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  colleges,' 
to  insert  the  words '  of  the  now  University  having 
its  seat  at  Dublin.'  *'—{Mr,  BirreU.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.M.  HEALY  moved  the  ad^lition 
to  the  clause  of  a  declaration  that  nothing 
in  this  section  should  preclude  any 
money  being  provided  by  Parliament, 
in  addition  to  the  sums  provided  under 
t-he  section,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Universities  and  colleges. 

Amendment  proposed — 

•*  In  pnge  6,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to  add  the 
vords  '  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  preclud  • 
ivny  mon^'y  being  provided  by  Parliament  in 
M«l!lition  to  the  sums  provided  under  this  sec- 
t^p,  either  in  augmentation  of  any  sums  con- 
tributed for  the  purpose  of  the  Universities  or 
c(41^e8  from  other  sources,  or  otherwise.'  "— 
(Afr.  r.  M.  Healy.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted,'*  put,  and  agreed  to. 


♦Mft,  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.) 
moved  to  omit  Clause  8  (Application  of 
surplus  of  fee  fund  for  the  -pu'x>oses 
<  f  Univers't  es  and  colleges).  It  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  all  the  friends 
of  the  technical  instruction  movement 
in  Ireland  that  while  the  Treasury 
grant  for  that  purpose  was  only  £55,000, 
they  had  been  getting  a  little  help  from 
this  source  also.  It  was  with  the  utmost 
surprise  and  disappointment  that  they 
now  found  it  was  proposed,  without 
explanation,  to  take  away  a  sum, 
amounting  roughly  to  about  £7,000, 
which  it  had  been  hoped  t>  utilise  in 
aid  of  the  work  of  technical  education 
in  Ireland.  As  one  interested  in  that 
work,  he  protested  strongly  against  the 
fund  being  diverted  from  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  earmarked  to  the  new 
Universities.  Such  action  was  unfair 
and  entirely  without  warrant,  and 
should  be  reconsidered  even  at  that  late 
stage  of  the  proceedings.  In  answer 
to  a  Question  put  down  the  other  day 
the  House  w^   in  forfae^^ji^  almost 


^^^S^k 


589 


Irish 


{24  July  1908} 


VniversUies  Bilh 


690 


all  the  modern  Universities  in  Eng- 
land had  been  started  on  their  career 
with  grants  of  only  £2,000  per  annum. 
They  found  the  new  University  in  Dublin 
starting  out  with  an  income  of  £42,000 
per  annum,  supplemented  by  a  very 
large  building  grant,  and  as  if  that 
were  not  sufficient  they  had  this  com- 
paratively poor  and  struggling  technical 
department  robbed  of  some  £7,000. 
Technical  instruction  urgently  required 
the  additional  grant  which  had  been 
earmarked  f  >r  it.    He  begged  to  move. 

♦Sib  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity) seconded.  He  said  that  although 
he  fully  recognised  that  the  Universities 
needed  the  money,  he  seconded  the 
Amendment,  not  because  he  loved  the 
Uaiversides  IciS,  but  be^au.e  he  loved 
technical  instruction  more. 

Amendment  proposed — 
"  In  page  6,  line  40,  to  leave  out  Clauae  8." 
— {Mr.  Barrie,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word  *  for,' 
in  pAge  7,  line  2,  stand  part  of  the  Bill'' 

Mb.  BIRRELL  sai^  that  this  matter 
was  fully  explained  in,Committee.  It  was 
not  quite  accurate  to  say  that  this  fund 
was  earmarked  for  technical  education. 
It  was  set  apart  in  order  to  meet  certain 
demands  which  had  to  be  met  year  by 
year.  The  last  person  who  had  any  claim 
on  the  fund  died  some  time  ago,  and  the 


fund  was  entirely  released.  It  then 
became  a  question  as  to  what  was  to 
be  done  with  it.  On  consideration  of  the 
question,  and  in  vie^  of  the  fact  that 
these  Universities  wanted  all  the  money 
they  could  possibly  get,  they  thought 
this  was  the  most  admirable  and  proper 
use  which  could  be  made  of  the  money. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  a  definite  appropria- 
tion of  this  fund  was  made  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  because  it  was  held  in 
suspense  to  meet  certain  charges  was 
not  sufficient  ground  for  saying  that 
the  money  could  be  appropriated  by  that 
House  for  other  matters. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.)  said 
that  technical  instruction  in  Ireland 
would  suffer  by  the  withdrawal  of  this 
money,  and  he  did  not  think  anyone 
wanted  to  see  technical  instruction  in 
Ireland  in  any  way  weakened  or  ham- 
pered by  want  of  funds.  It  would  not' 
confer  an^  benefit  on  Ireland  to  take  away 
money  devoted  to  a  very  useful  form  of 
education  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  to 
the  new  Universities.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  money  would  be 
required  for  the  Universities,  but  they 
should  find  it  from  some  other  source 
instead  of  robbing  this  fund. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  251 ;  Noci, 
33.     (Division  List  No.s222.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A  Acland  (Christchurch) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asquith,  Bt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Aiitbury,  John  Meir 
Bakarres,  Lord 
Balfonr,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Badng,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnes,  Q.  N. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,W.(rw*r  Hamlet8.S.Geo. 
Betheil,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boland,  John 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brace,  William 

Bnmn0r,RtHnSii6.T.  (Cheshire 
Bcyce,  J.  Annan 
Burke,  S.  Haviland- 
Bunvi,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


AYES. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Buxton,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  8. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

aough,  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sussex,E.Grinst*d 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

DiUoa,John 


Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Dimcan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunne,Major  £.Martin(WaLsaU 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine, 'David  C. 
Esmonds,  Sir  Ihomas 
Esslemont,  Creorge  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  S&muel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Pteter 
Field,  William 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fl3mn,  James  Christopher 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
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Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Halpin,  J. 

Haiooi]rt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ro88eDdale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montro8e) 
Hardy,  GeorgejA.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
I^anroodr  Qeorge 
Haworth^  Arthur  A. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayd^n,  John  Patrick 
HaT^t,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Ha^leton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthnr  (  Durham ) 
Henderson,  J.M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  CoL  Sir  Ivor(Mon.,  S.) 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
.  Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  liiehael 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,James|Fita3ilan(Sheffield) 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  8. 
Jaooby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Leif  (A^jpleby) 
Jones,  William(Camarvon8hire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Jojroe,  Michael  ^  \ 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutofoid) 
LaiSaw,  Robert 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 
Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Lever,  A.  Levy  (E88ex,Harwit»h 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Rt:  Hon.  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R:  (T^eictsrter) 
Macdonald,  S.M.(Falkirk  B^ghs 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 


Acland.Hood,Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bull.  Sir  William  James 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Clark,  George  Smith 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  ^. 
CraigjCharles  Curti8(Antrim,S. ) 
Craig,Captai»  Jame8(Down,E.) 
Crai^.  Sir  Hertry 
J>oujglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Avers- 
JPell.  Arthur 
Hamilton,  M^^ueas  of 
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MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
MaoVeigh,  Charle8(Donegal,E.) 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M^Kean^  John 
M^Kiliop,  W. 
Mallet,  Charles  £. 
Mamfaam,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Covemryi 
Massie,  J. 
^asterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan,Franci8  E.(Leitrim,N.) 
Meehan,  PatnckA.(Qu^n*sCo^) 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Mond,A. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nichol8on,CharlesN.(Don9ast*) 

Nolan*  Joseph 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'  Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  WiUiam  (Cork) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Comior,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

0*Doherty,  Philip 

0*Donneii,«C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'DohneU,  T.  (Ketry,  W.)     . 

O'Dowd,  John 

0*Grady,  J. 

0*Ke]]y,  Jame8(  RoBcommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

0*Shee,  James  John* 

Parker,  James  (Halifa;^) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

PhiUips,  JolMi.  (I^ongford,  9.) 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb*gh,  Central) 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Rnssell  (Gloucester) 

Reddy,  M. 

Re  dmoood,  John  £*  ( Waterf ord) 

Redmoi.d,  WiUiam  (Clare) 

Rees,J.  D. 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wohrefh*mpt*n 

Roberts,  Charies  H.  (Linooin) 

Robert8on^SirG.Scott(Brad£oid 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

NOES. 

Kennaway ,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  John  H. 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Long,Col.  Charles  W.(Eve8ham) 

Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter.Dublin,S) 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacVeagh 

M*  Arthui*,  Charles 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Moore,  >^Iliam 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
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Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  FAst) 
Roe,  Sir^homas 
Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samnel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sphwaon,  0^  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schw^nn^ir  a  £.(Manchestej) 
taverns,  J.  H. 

Shaw,  Rt  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G« 
Sik^ock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Sfitckenrie 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,Walton) 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lynlph(Chesh.) 
Strachey,  Sir  FdwArd 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End)   :  , 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sundcrlanid) 
Sutherland*  J.  £. 
Talbot^Lord  B.  (Chichester) 
Tennanl,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Torrance,  Sir  A.'M: 
Tonlmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  pharles  Philips 
Vemey,F.W. 

Waldron;  Lautvnce  Amjirose 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John(Stoke-upon-Trent ) 
Wason,  Rt<Hn.E(Claokmannan 
Wason,  J<^n  Cathc^^rHOrkney ) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  LukP  (York,  E.  B.)  , 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  Llewelyii(Carmarth*n 
Wills,  Arthur  Waltejrs 
Wilson,  John  (Dnrfaam,  Midy 
WiUion,  W.  T.  (Westhongfaton) 
Young,  Samnel 
Yoxall,  Jamesi  Henry  ■ 

Tbllbba  vor  thk  Ayes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master 
of  EKbank.       • 


Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravcser.d ) 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike- Darlington 
Rawlinson,  Jolin  FHsderick  Feel 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henrv 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.<0'xfM  Univ. 
Valentia,  Vidcouht 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
WoHley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 

Tellers  fok  Tbk  Noes — Mr. 
Hugh  B^orie  and  Mr.  Gordon. 
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Mb.  birr  ell  moved  to  omit 
"  Saint "  before  "  Cecilia  Street  School." 
This  was  not  a  denominational  point, 
but  a  merely  topographical  expression. 

Amendment  proposed — 

^'In  page  9,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  Saint.'  "— (Jk^f.  BifftU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  said  the  next  Amend- 
ment which  he  desired  to  move  was  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  that  persons  who 
had  succeeded  in  passing  their  degrees 
at  the  Royal  University  should  obtain 
them  even  after  the  expiration  of  the 
five  years  on  conditions  not  more  onerous 
than  those  under  which  they  could 
obtain  corresponding  degrees  in  the 
Royal  University  of  Lreland. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  9,  line  37,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
and  the  goyeming  body  of  each  of  the  two  new 
universities  shall,  so  far  as  practicable,  provide 
for  any  such  students  obtaining  degrees  on  con- 
ditions not  more  onerous  than  ti^ose  under  which 
they  could  obtain  corresponding  degrees  in  the 
Royal  University  of  Ireland.'  '^—(Mr.  BkreU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed — 

In  page  11,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  ait,'  a^  to  insert  the  word  *  seven.'  "-^Mr, 
BirrtU,) 

"  In  page  11,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  pro- 
vided,' to  insert  the  words  *  and  in  conditions 
specified.' "— (JTr.  KeiOe.) 

"  In  page  11,  line  39,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 

*  and  in  the  case  of  an  existing  officer  who  holds 
his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  His  Majesty 
shall  be  so  re-appointed  if  His  Majesty  directs, 
notwithstanding  anything  in  the  statutes  of  the 
University  or  college.' " — (Mr,  BirreU, )  .^ 

"  In  page  12,  line  13,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  out  no  such  provision  need  be  made  by 
the  scheme  for  any  existing  officers  who  are 
appointed  to  offices  in  either  of  the  two  new 
universities,  or  of  any  of  the  constituent  colleges 
of  the  new  University  having  its  seat  at  DuUin 
by  virtue  of  the  charter  of  the  University  or 
college.'  "^Mr.  BirreU.) 

**  III  pace  13,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  Act,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  of  any  charter  granted 
thereunder.' "— (ifr.  BirreU,) 

'*  In  page  13,  line  4,  alter  the  word  *  accepts,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  is  appointed  to.'  " — 
(Mr,  BirreU,) 

"  In  page  14,  line  22,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  The  costs  of  all  parties  of  and  incident 
to  an  appeal  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
committee  by  whom  the  appeal  is  heard.'  " 

*'  In  page  14,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  the  mode  in  which  any  costs  allowed 
may  be  recovered.'  " — (ifr,  BirreU,) 
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*'  In  Schedule  1,  page  16,  line  19,  at  begin- 
ning, to  insert  the  words  *  Members  of  Convoca- 
tion.' "— (5tr  PhUip  Magnw,) 

Amendments  agreed  to,  without 
discussion. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  an  Amendment 
to  provide  that  in  the  case  of  the  Dublin 
University  there  should  be  one  member 
representing  the  Dublin  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  In  the  Belfast  University 
there  was  to  be  a  member  of  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  did  not  wish 
to  alter  the  symmetry  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  numbers,  so  he  proposed 
to  allow  three  co-opted  members  instead 
of  four  and  to  have  the  difference  made 
up  by  one  from  the  Dublin  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  moved  this  at  the  special 
request  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University  who 
was  detained  in  Ireland.  He  should 
not  have  moved  it  had  it  not  been  on 
behalf  of  his  hon.  friend.  They  had 
made  the  best  fight  they  could  and  had 
been  outvoted  on  all  occasions, 
irrespective  of  argument.  At  that 
time  of  day  nothing  was  gained  by 
doing  more  than  allowing  the  Crovern- 
ment  to  have  their  way,  which  they  had 
insisted  on  having  by  the  aid  of  the 
majority  which  was  at  their  command. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  What  about  the 
Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Bill  ? 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  16,  line  20,  to  leave  out  '  4,'  and 
insert  *3.*" — (Mr.  Moore.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  * 4*  stand 
part  of  the  Bill" 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  could  not 
accept  this  proposal  now.  It  was  dis- 
cussed very  carefully  upstairs,  and  he 
had  already  repeated  the  reasons  he  had 
given  why  it  was  found  impossible  to 
recognise  all  the  various  representative 
bodies,  many  of  whom  had  as  strong 
claims  to  be  represented  as  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  He  would  be  very  sorry 
to  see  the  co-opted  members  reduced 
even  by  one. 

Amendment  negatived. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  moved  the 
Amendment  in  his  name  to  give  repre- 
sentation on  the  Senate  of  the  Belfast 
University  to  the  TechnicaL  Inatpictjoji 
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Committee,  which  was  the  governing 
body  of  the  Belfast  Technical  Institute. 
He  said  very  strong  representations  had 
been  made  by  the  Belfast  Technical  Insti- 
tute that  they  should  be  represented  on  the 
new  University.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
said  it  was  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  accede  to  all  the  claims  for  represen- 
tation, but  it  was  highly  desirable  that 
institutions  like  the  Belfast  Technical 
Institute,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  over  £100,000,  and  had  excellent 
appliances  for  giving  technical  instruc- 
tion, should  be  closely  associated  with 
the  work  that  was  now  carried  on  in 
Queen's  College,  and  would  in  future 
be  carried  on  in  the  University  at  Belfast. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  said  he  would  like 
to  join  in  the  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  to  accede  to  the  very  legi- 
timate request  made  in  this  Amend- 
ment. As  one  of  the  representatives  of 
Belfast  who  was  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
who  resented  very  strongly  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  that  Belfast 
was  opposed  to  the  University  proposals, 
he  pressed  upon  him  the  importance 
of  acceding  to  the  large  volume  of  public 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  proposal. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  17,  after  line  5,  to  insert  the  words 
'  Elected  oy  the  Belfast  Technical  Instruction 
Committee.^  "-^Sir  Philip  Magnus. ) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

.  Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  consent  to  the  Motion. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  as  repre- 
senting one  of  the  constituencies  of 
Belfast  thanked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  the  concession  he  had  made .  He 
thought  all  the  Members  for  Belfast 
might  agree  that  his  readiness  to  meet 
their  wishes  was  an  evidence  of  the 
desire  to  meet  fairness  when  fairness  was 
put  forward.  In  this  case  he  had 
certainly  met  the  wishes  of  Belfast  as  a 
whole,  and  he  thanked  him  very  much. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  17,  line  13,  to  leave  out  *  4,'  and 
insert  *  3.'  ** — {Sir  Philip  Magnus.) 

Question    proposed,  "That  *4'  stand 
part  of  the  Bill."  * 
Sir  Philip  Magnus. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  did  not  think 
the  Amendment  was  at  all  necessary. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  18,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  wo^s 
'  a  majority  of  the  Conunlssioners,*  and  to 
insert  the  words  *  at  least  five  members  of  the 
joint  oommittee.'  **—{Mr,  Birrell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  [RKMISSION.I 
Resolution  reported,  "That  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  authorise  the  remission  of  the 
debts  due  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  in  Ireland  from  certain  railway 
companies,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  session,  to  grant  money  for  the 
purpose  of  certain  Local  Loans  out  of  the 
Local  Loans  Fund,  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  to  Local  Loans." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


EXPIRING   LAWS   CX)NTINUANCE   BILL. 
Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  Monday  next.— (Afr. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  DURHAM  BILL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered.     Bill  road  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NAVY    AND   ARMY    EXPENDITURE, 
190^7. 

Committee  to  consider  the  Surpluses 
and  Deficits  upon  Navy  and  Army  Grants 
for  1906-7,  and  the  application  of  Sur- 
pluses to  meet  Expenditure  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Grants  for  that  year. 
To-morrow. — {Mr,  Hobhouse.) 

Ordered,  "  That  the  Appropriation 
Accounts  for  the  Navy  and  Army 
Departments,  which  were  presented  re- 
spectively on  the  6th  and  14th  February 
last,  be  referred  to  the  Committee." — 
{Mr.  Hobhouse.) 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

Adjourned   at  fourteen  rainat^s 
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The  Lord  Denman,  chosen  Speaker  in 
the  abeence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
the  Lords  Commissioners. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Olas- 
«)w  and  South  Western  Railway  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  Fh-L.]  ;  Tramways 
Orders  Confirmation  (Wo.  2)  Bill  [h-L.]. — 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

i 

i  Local  Grovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
;  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Pier  and 
!  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill 

iH.L.];  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
,  )rders  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 
:  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  an 
I  Amendment  to  each  BiiL 

Registration  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4) 
Bill  [H.L.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons 
1  agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 


REGISTRATION   BILL  [h.l.]) 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed 
to>  with  the  Amendments. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  DURHAM  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Monday  next  (The  Viscount  Ridley). 
(No,  182.) 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 
to  be  printed,  and  to'  be  read  2*  on  Mon- 
day next  (The  Earl  of  Crewe.)  (No.  183.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  past  One  o'clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 

VOL.  CXCni.    [Fourth  Series.] 


The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lordb] ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords], — 
Read  the  third  time  and  passed,  with 
Amendnkents. 


PETITIONS. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions    in    favour :      From    Blyth 
(four) ;     Havant ;     and  Uandiloes  ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR    LAW    AMENDMENT    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Mains  and 
Strathmartin  ;  and  Riccarton  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


NAVAL  LANDS  (VOLUNTEERS)  BILL 
(No.  180);  GRAND  JURY  (IRE- 
LAND)  ACT  (1836)  AMENDMENT 
BILL  (No.   181). 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*, 
]  and  to  be  printed. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Annual  Series,  No. 
4074  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

>L\RRIAGES,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS  (IRE- 
LAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Forty-fourth  de- 
I  tailed  Annual  Report  of  the  Rejristrar- 
I  General  of  Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths 
I  in  Ireland,  1907  [by  Command] ;  to 
I  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Evictions 
I  in  Ireland  for  the  quarter    ended    «30th. 
j  .June,  1908  [by  Command] ;    to  lie  upon 
I  the  Table. 

I  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

I  Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  Pro- 
ceedings by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland,  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts,  for  the  year  1907  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  ^^^i^ 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

The  Channel  of  the  Gaine. 
Mr.  GINNELL  (Westmeath,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works  will  now,  while  the  water  is  low, 
pile  a  landing-place  and  deepen  a  channel 
for  boats  at  the  mouth ^f  the  River  Gaine, 
Lough  Derrevarragh,  Westmeath,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  inspector's  report. 

(Ansioered  hyMr.  Hobhouse,)  The  Board 
of  Works  inform  me  that  they  are  not 
aware  of  any  report  by  any  inspector  of 
theirs  containing  the  recommendation 
mentioned.  In  any  case  the  Board  have 
no  power  to  do  works  in  this  district 
except   in   default   of   the   Upper   Inny 


Drainage  Board,  and  neither  this  Board 
nor  the  Drainage  Board  have  power  to  do 
anything  beyond  the  maintenance  and,  if 
necessary,  restoration  of  the  works  men- 
tioned in  the  final  award  for  the  Upper 
Inny  drainage  district  dated  4th  April, 
1881.     This  work  is  not  one  of  them. 

Prices  of  Beef. 
Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  W.): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  what  has  been  the  price  of  beef  in 
the  principal  markets  of  this  country 
during  each  of  the  past  twelve  months; 
and  whether  he  has  any  official  infonna- 
tion  as  to  comparable  prices  in  the  prin- 
cipal European  countries. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  Such 
information  as  the  Board  possess  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  tables — 


Statement  showing  the  monthly  prices  of  first  quality  Beef  per  cwt.,  at  certain 
markets  in  England  and  Scotland  from  July,  1907  to  June,  1908  (compiled  from 
Returns  received  from  the  market  reporters  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture). 


I  Month 


Scotch 
short- 
fiides. 


Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 


Scotch 
long- 
sides. 


Per  cwt. 

8.      d. 

London. 


English. 


Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 


U.S.A.and 
Canadian 
port  killed. 


1907  :  July  - 
August 
September - 
October 
November  - 
December  - 

1908:  January     - 
iTebruary   - 
March 
April 
May 
June  - 
Week  endini 


16th  July 


5. 


66  0 

59 

6 

54  0 

63  6 

57 

6 

52  6 

63  0 

58 

6 

53  0 

64  6 

56 

6 

61  0 

64  6 

57 

6 

51  6 

63  0 

57 

0 

52  6 

63  0 

57 

0 

52  6 

62  6 

56 

0 

51  6 

60  6 

56 

0 

52  0 

63  6 

59 

0 

54  0 

63  6 

59 

0 

55  6 

69  0 

62 

0 

60  0 

70  0 

63 

0 

57  2 

Per  cwt. 

8.  d. 

55  0 

53  0 

53  6 

51  6 

52  0 


Argentine 
chilled 
hind- 
quarters. 


54 

0 

53 

6 

52 

0 

52 

0 

56 

0 

57 

0 

60 

6 

58 

4 

Per  cwt. 
8.   d. 


46  0 

44  6 

48  0 

45  0 

43  6 
41  6 
39  6 
41  6 
41  0 

49  0 

50  6 
54  0 

44  4 


American 
cliilled 
hind- 

quarters. 
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Per  cwt 
8.  d. 


56  6 

56  6 

59  6 

60  0 

59  6 
55  6 
54  0 
53  6 
53  0 

61  0 

62  0 
64  6 

60  8 
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Month. 


Scotch 
short- 
sides. 


1907 :  July  - 

August 

September  - 

October 

November  - 

December  - 
1908:  January     - 

February   - 

March 

April 

May  - 

June  - 

Week  ending 

16tb  July 

1907 :  July  - 

August 

September - 

October 

November  - 

December  - 
1908:  January     - 

February   - 

March 

April 

May  - 

June  - 

Week  ending 
16tli  July 


Per  cwt. 
s.      d. 


Scotch 
long- 
sides. 


Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 


English. 


U.S.A.  and 
Canadian 
port  killed. 


Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 


Birmingham. 


Nil 


Nil 


)Nil 


Leeds. 

/ 


Nil 


53  6 

52  6 

51  0 

48  6 

48  0 

49  6 
51  6 

51  6 

52  6 
55  6 

57  0 

58  6 

57  2 

55  6 

53  6 
51  6 
51  6 

50  0 

51  6 

52  6 

53  0 
53  0 
55  0 
57  0 
60  0 


Per  cwt. 

8.  d. 

53  0 
52  0 

49  6 

47  6 
46  6 

48  0 
51  0 

50  6 

51  0 

54  0 

55  6 
55  6 

54  10 


Argentine 
chilled 
hind- 
quarters. 


Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 


American 
chilled 
hind- 
quarters. 


53 

0 

51 

0 

48 

0 

46 

6 

46 

0 

48 

0 

49 

0 

49 

6 

50 

6 

53 

6 

55 

0 

56 

6 

1  53 

C&it 

Per  cwt. 
8.       d. 


45 

0 

55 

6 

45 

0 

56 

0 

47 

0 

57 

6 

44 

0 

56 

6 

43 

6 

57 

0 

40 

0 

54 

0 

39 

0 

54 

0 

41 

6 

54 

0 

40 

6 

64 

0 

48 

6 

60 

0 

50 

0 

62 

0 

54 

0 

66 

0 

44 

0 

59 

6 

45 

0 

55 

6 

44 

6 

56 

0 

47 

0 

57 

6 

42 

6 

57 

0 

45 

0 

57 

6 

38 

0 

54 

6 

39 

0 

54 

6 

42 

0 

53 

6 

40 

6 

53 

6 

48 

0 

60 

6 

50 

0 

62 

0 

53 

6 

65 

6 

zed3d( 

lio 

oslee 

Y  2 
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Month. 

Scotch 
short- 
sides. 

*8ootch 
long- 
sides. 

English. 

U.S.A.and 
Canadian 
port  killed. 

Argentine 

chUled 

hind. 

qnarters. 

American 

chilled 

hind- 

qoarteis. 

Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 

Per  cwt. 
s.     d. 

Per  cwt, 
8.      d. 

Per  cwt. 
-.      d. 

Per  c^i;. 
s.     d. 

Per  cwt. 
s.      d. 

Manchester. 


1907 :  July  - 

August 

September  - 

October 

November  - 

December  - 
1908:  January     - 

February   - 

March 

April 

May  - 

June  - 

Week  ending 
16th  July 

1907 :  July  - 

August 

September  - 

October 

November  - 

December  - 
1908:  January     - 

February   - 

March 

April 

May  - 

June  - 

Week  ending 
16  th  July 


r   Nil^ 


Nil 


54  0 

52  6 

49  0 

46  0 

47  0 
49  6 

52  6 
51  6 

53  6 

56  0 

57  6 
60  0 

58  4 


Liverpool. 


)  Nil 


Nil 


49  0 

46  6 

46  6 

49  6 

51  6 


53 

0 

45 

0 

51 

6 

42 

0 

48 

0 

44 

6 

41 

0 

39 

6 

47 

6 

41 

0 

60 

0 

38 

6 

49 

0 

40 

0 

60 

6 

41 

0 

53 

6 

47 

0 

56 

6 

49 

0 

56 

0 

53 

0 

53 

8 

39 

8 

53  0 

52  0 

50  0 

48  6 
46  6 

49  6 

51  6 
49  6 
51  6 

53  6 
56  6 
58  6 


42  6 

41  0 

42  6 
39  0 
39  0 
41  0 
37  6 
39  0 
41  0 
46  0 
48  0 
53  0 
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Month. 

Scotch 
short- 
sideR. 

Scotch 
long- 
sides. 

English. 

U.SA.«nd 
Ganadutn 
portlcilkii. 

Aisentine 
diilled 
Mad- 

quarters. 

American 
ohiUed 
hind- 

qaarteis. 

Per  cwt. 
8.     d. 

Per  ^wt. 
s.    d. 

Per  cwt 
8.      d. 

Perowt. 
8.     d. 

Per  cwt. 
8.      d. 

Per  cwt 
8.      d. 

1907 :  July  - 

Olasgov 

IT. 

'      54     0 

42     0 

67     0 

August 

1    • 

58     6 

62     6 

42     6 

54    0 

September- 

56     6 

49     6 

43     6 

69     0 

October     - 

55     0 

49     6 

44     6 

58    6 

November  - 

1 

56     6 

60    0 

— 

68    6 

December  - 

1 

57    0 

49    6 

— 

55     6 

1908:  January     - 

iNir^      59    0 

;     NU      ! 

63     6 

38    € 

54    6 

February   -        -  i 

1              i     57     0 

62    0 

39     6 

64    6 

March 

i 

1 

56     6 

51     6 

55    0 

April - 

; 

57     0 

54    6 

51     6 

60    0 

May  -        -        .  ! 

57    0 

53    6 

50    0 

63     6 

June  - 

i 

1 

1     58    6 

56    6 

53    6 

60    « 

Week  ending 
16th  July       -! 

\ 

1 

60    8    . 

/                                          \ 

.      56    0 

51     4 

63    0 

1907  :  July  - 

Edinburg 

V            /!     59     6  1 

52    0 

46    6 

57    0 

August 

1     66    0 

61     6 

— 

66    6 

September  - 

1     61     0 

48    0 

— 

58     6 

October     - 

51     6 

— 

44     6 

67     6 

November  - 

1     51     0 

— 

43     6 

68    0 

December  - 

i     53     6 

— 

39     6 

56    0 

1908  :  January     - 

)  Nil  < 

55     6 

1 

;  Nil  ' 

62    6 

40    6 

56     6 

February    - 

1     57     0 

60    6 

41    0 

54    6 

March 

56     0 

50    6 

43    0 

54    0 

April  - 

'     54-    0  j 



49    0 

61     6 

May  . 

56    6 

— 

51     6 

63    6 

June- 

Week  ending 
16th  July 

/           ^ 

{     58    6 

1 

j     59    6 

)          ^ 

Di( 

66    0 

52    6 

itized  by  V3< 

44    4 

67     0 

30gle 

60    8 
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Month. 

Sootch 
short- 
sides. 

Sootch 
long- 
sides. 

English. 

UJS^and 
portkiUed. 

Argentine  Americaa 
chiUed    '    chilled 
hind-           hind- 
quarters,    quarters. 

Perewt. 

8.     d. 

Perewt. 
8.     d. 

Per  cwt. 
8.     d. 

Perewt. 
s.    d. 

Per  ewt.     Per  cwt. 

S.      d.               8.       d. 

1907 :  July  - 

August 

September  • 

October 

November  - 

December  - 
1908:  January      - 

February    - 

March 

April - 

May  - 

June  - 

Week  ending 
16th  July 


NU 


Dundee. 
58     6  : 


55    0  i      — 


I 


56 

0 

52 

0 

51 

6 

53 

0 

56 

6 

66 

0 

56 

0 

55 

0 

54 

6 

56 

0 

58 

G 

48     0 


44     6 


Nil 


51     6 


58     4 


Vi 


— 

67 

0 

44 

6 

57 

0 

44 

6 

68 

6 

45 

0 

68 

6 

45 

6 

59 

a 

— 

56 

0 

42 

0 

65 

6 

43  0 

42  0 

49  6 

50  6 
57  6 


54  6 

55  0 
61  6 
63  6 
66  6 


44    4        60     8 


Statement  showing  the  average  monthly  prices  of  Beef  per  8  lbs.  in  London^ 
Paris,  and  Berlin  from  July,  1907,  to  June,  1908  : — 


Average  monthly  price  per  8  lbs. 


Month. 


1907. 


1908. 


July 

August   - 
September 
October  - 
November 
December 


January  - 

February 

March     - 

April 

May 

June 


♦  Mean  of  the  prices  of  four  qualities  of  English  beef.  vjOOQ  IC 
t  Mean  of  three  qualities.  O 

X  Mean  of  twelve  qualities. 
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EauaUsation  of  London  Bates. 
Mr.  DOBSON  (Plymouth) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board  what  is  the  total  amount  that  has 
been  specially  raised  from  the  more 
wealthy  districts  of  London  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  poorer  districts  in  relief  of 
their  rates  under  the  Act  of  1893  for  the 
greater  equalisation  of  rates  in  London. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  John  Bums,)  The  net 
amount  levied  and  distributed  under  the 
London  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894, 
up  to  31st  March,  1907,  was  £3,289,152. 

Londonderry  Post  Of&ce. 
Mr.  barbie  (Londonderry,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  up  till  1896  the  staff  at  London- 
derry Post  Office  was  divided,  i.e.,  separ- 
ate staffs  for  postal  and  telegraphic  work 
maintained  ;  that  after  the  Report  of 
the  Tweedmouth  Commission  only  one 
staff  was  maintained  for  both  branches ; 
that,  this  change  proving  unsatisfactory, 
the  divided  system  was  reverted  to  in 
1903 ;  and  that  during  recent  months  the 
dual  system  has  again  been  introduced, 
notwithstanding  its  previous  failure  in 
Londonderry  and  in  other  large  centres, 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  Hobhouse 
Committee,  1907,  recommended  that 
offices  such  as  Londonderry  should  have  a 
divided  staff,  he  will  reconsider  the 
matter  in  the  interests  of  local  efficiency. 

•  (Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,) 
It  is  the  practice  to  have  a  divided  btaff 
only  at  thobe  offices  where  the  volune  of 
work  and  the  conditions  under  which  it 
is  done  renders  specialisation  inevitable, 
and  the  ParUamentary  Committee  did  not 
recommend  any  change  in  this  respect. 
The  necessary  conditions  do  not  obtain 
at  Londonderry,  where  amalgamation  is 
desirable  not  only  in  the  interebts  of  the 
service  but  also  in  those  of  the  staff,  as  a 
more  equitable  distribution  of  the  early 
and  late  duties  is  thus  rendered  possible, 
and  the  hours  of  attendance  can  otherwise 
be  made  less  irksome  than  if  the  staff  were 
divided.  The  amalgamation  of  the  staff 
at  Londonderry  was  decided  upon  in  May, 
1906,  as  a  result  of  the  recommendations  of 
a  Departmental  Committee.  The  matter 
was  very  carefully  considered  so  recently 
as  January  last,  and  I  see  no  reason  for 
altering  the  decision  which  was  then  given. 


Post  Office  Territorials. 
Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  an  order  has 
recently  been  issued  to  those  Post  Office 
servants  who  are  members  of  the  Territor- 
ial Army  that  the  cost  of  providing 
substitutes  during  their  absence  in  camp 
is  to  be  provided  out  of  their  civil  pay. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  practice  that  prevailed  under  the 
Volunteer  system,  i-e,,  that  the  cost  of 
providing  substitutes,  if  any,  was  defrayed 
from  the  civil  pay  of  the  absent  officer  is 
continued  under  the  Territorial  scheme. 
If  there  is  any  saving  the  balance  is  paid 
to  the  officer  absent  at  camp,  while  any 
excess  cost  is  borne  by  the  State. 

Spitalfields  Market. 

Mr.   W.   PEARCE   (Tower   Hamlets, 

Limehouse)  :       To    ask    Mr.    Attorney - 

General  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 

to  the  delay  in  the  proceedings  instituted 

j  by  the  Corporation  of  London  to  acquire 

I  Spitalfields  Market ;  if  he  is  aware  of  the 

I  urgency  of  the  matter  ;  and  if  an  amended 

!  statement  of  claim  has  been  presented  for 

I  his  approval. 

I      (Ansu^ered    by   Sir     W,    Robson.)     I 

I  recognise    that    the    action    relating  to 

I  Spitalfields  Market,  which  is  under  the 

control  of  the  Corporation  of  London, 

•  should  be  brought  to  trial  as  soon  as 

!  possible,  but  regard  must  be  had  to  the 

complicated  nature  of  the  case  and  care 

t  taken  that  all  the  facts  are  placed  before 

the  Court.    Application  has  recently  been 

made  for  my  approval  of  an  amended 

statement  of  claim.    I  have  no  reason  to 

believe  that  there  has  been  undue  delay 

in  the  proceedings. 

Meat]|TradeT.  Tmst^-  Inquiry. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  appointing  a  representa- 
tive of  Ireland  on  the  Departmental 
Committee  he  proposes  to  appoint  to 
inquire  intc  the  question  of  the  alleged 
control  by  certain  trubts  of  ihe  n^eat 
trade  ;  and  whether  any  question  will  be 
referred  to  such  Comn-ittee  affecting  the 
importation  of  Canadian  cattle. 
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(Anstoered  hy  Mr,  Churchill.)  I  am 
reluctant  to  add  to  the  numbers  of  the 
Committee  by  the  appointment  of  re- 
presentatives of  special  interests  or 
views.  It  is  a  Departmental  Committee. 
Its  reference  is  strictly  limited  to  the 
specific  financial  and  economic  aspects  of 
the  question,  and  it  does  not  extend  to 
recommendations  affecting  the  conditions 
of  the  importation  of  cattle.  If  in  these 
circumstances  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
still  presses  for  the  appointment  of  an 
Irish  representative  perhaps  he  will 
communicate  with  me  again. 

Sx-DetdctiT6-Oon8table  Cosgroye,  B.LC. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  8.) :  To  ask  tht? 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lwd-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  explain  the 
circumstances  under  which  Detective- 
constable  John  Cosgrove,  of  Belfast,  was 
discharged  on  pension  from  the  police 
force  ;  whether  any  charge  was  preferred 
against  him  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  and, 
if  so,  what  opportunity  was  afforded 
him  of  meeting  the  charge  ;  whether 
Cosgrove  was  entitled  to  his  maximum 
pension  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  force  twelve  months  longer ; 
whether  it  was  charged  against  him  that 
he  had  no  cases  for  the  preceding  twelve 
months ;  whether  men  are  still  in  the 
service  in  Belfast  who  had  no  cases  for 
double  that  period  ;  how  long  was  Cos- 
grove on  the  promotion  list ;  why  was  he 
not  promoted  ;  why  was  he  appointed  to 
the  crime  special  staff  if  unfit  for  pro- 
motion ;  did  any  prejudice  exist  in  the 
minds  of  his  superior  officers  towards  him 
and  whether  he  will  have  special  inquiries 
made  into  this  case. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  Constable 
Cosgrove,  who  had  served  for  upwards  of 
twenty-eight  years,  was  reported  by  his 
superior  officers  as  being  inefficient  and 
unsuitable  for  further  police  duty,  and 
the  Inspector-General  in  pursuance  of 
his  statutory  powers,  called  upon  him  to 
retire  on  pension.  The  constable  was  not 
charged  with  any  offence  against  dis- 
cipline. If  he  had  remained  in  the  force 
until  he  had  served  for  twenty-nine  years 
he  would  have  been  entitled  to  his  maxi- 
mum pension  of  £46  16s.  per  annum, 
which  is  but  9s.  5d.  per  annum  more  than 
that  actually  awarded  to  him.  It  was  not 
charged  against  him  that  he  had  no  cases 


during  the  preceding  twelve  months.  He 
was  at  one  time  on  the  proniotion  list,  but 
was  passed  over  by  the  late  Commissioner 
in  1905  as  being  unfit  for  promotion. 
It  was  the  same  Commissioner  who 
appointed  him  to  the  crime  special  staff, 
presumably  because  he  considered  him 
suitable  to  be  tried  in  that  capacity.  No 
prejudice  existed  against  the  constable  in 
the  minds  of  his  superior  officers.  No 
further  inquiries  seem  to  be  necessary. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Labour  in  the  Traiisvmal  IDnes. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  how  many  Whites, 
Chinese  Coolies,  and  Natives  were  en- 
ployed  in  the  Transvaal  mines  when  the 
present  Government  came  into  office  and 
on  1st  July  last,  respectively. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flintshire;  for 
Colonel  Seely)  :  At  the  end  of  December. 
1905,  there  were  18,159  Whites,  93,831 
Natives  and  47,267  Chinese  employed. 
On  30th  June  last  there  were  21,636 
Chinese.  The  figures  for  Whites  and 
Natives  to  that  date  have  not  yet  been 
received.  The  average  numbers  for  May 
were  :  Whites,  18,011 ;  Natives,  145,007. 

Great  Britain  and  Siam. 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is 
now  in  a  position  to  give  information 
with  regard  to  the  new  agreement  with 
I  Siam. 

;     The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 

FOREIGN    AFFAIRS    (Sir    Edward 

,  Grey,  Northumberland,   Berwick) :  No 

I  new   agreement  has  yet  been  concluded 

I  with  Siam,  and  I  cannot  say  what  progress 

can  be  made  till  His  Majesty's  Minister, 

who  is  now  on  his  way  home,  has  returned 

and   till    various  points    which    require 

investigation   have  been  discussed  with 

him,  and  His  Majesty's  Government  have 

j  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  them. 

I  Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
[  Albans) :  When  is  the  Minister  expected  to 
!  arrive  ?  /     ^^^i^ 
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Sib  EDWARD  GRBY:  He  is  due 
liome  soon,  but  it  is  obvious  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  able  as  a  whole  to 
consider  this  question  for  some  time, 
and  presumably  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
settle  it  till  the  autumn. 

The  Arrest  of  Mr.  Lozenburg . 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs 
whether  he  will  lay  Papers  setting  out 
"the  correspondence  that  has  passed  with 
"the  Russian  Government  in  reference  to 
the  wrongful  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
Mr.  Luxenburg. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  will  deal  with 
this  matter  in  my  re^^y  to  the  Question 
put  down  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monday  next. 

Alleffed  Burning  of  Orofters'  Houses. 

Me.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  asked  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  Report  that  crofters' 
houses  had  been  burned  in  the  parish  of 
Creich,  Sutherland,  by  the  sherifi  officer  ; 
and  that,  in  consequence,  great  excite- 
ment prevailed. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  The  only 
information  at  my  disposal  on  this 
subject  is  contained  in  a  telegram  from 
the  chief  constable  of  the  county,  who 
says  .  "  Wire  received.  Local  constable 
reports  me  crofter's  house  burned  by 
sheriff  officer  acting  under  decree  of 
Court." 

Mr.  MORTON  :  Who  is  the  landlord  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  am  not  aware 
of  his  name.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wishes  any  further  information  perhaps 
he  will  put^  down  a  Question. 

m 

Suppression  of  Vermin. 
Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Report 
and  Draft  Bill  published  by  the  Society 
for  the  Suppression  of  Vermin ;  and  if 
he  proposes  on  behalf  of  the  Department 
by  regulation,  or  circular,  or  otherwise 
to  take  steps  to  stamp  out  the  rat  pest  in 


Ireland,  or  in  any  event  to  limit  its 
increase. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRBLL,  Bristol,  N.) : 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Report  and  Draft  Bill  in  Question. 
We  are  very  anxious  to  take  all  the 
steps  necessary  for  this  admirable  purpose 

Captain  CRAIG  .  Has  the  right  hon. 
(3entleman  consulted  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  matter  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.]. 

Irish  Uniyersity  Qrants. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief-Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
total  capitalised  amount  of  the  grants 
to  be  made  under  the  Universities  Bill 
towards  the  new  University  to  be  es- 
tablished for  Roman  Catholics  in  Dublin 
and  its  three  constituent  colleges  in 
Dublin,  Cork,  and  (Jalway,  and  the 
affiliated  college  of  Maynooth. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  capitalisation 
of  the  amount  of  the  annual  grant  made 
to  the  University  college  is  a  sum  which 
anybody  can  do  for  himself. 

Oattle-drives  in  Antrim  and  Down. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  how  many  cases 
of  cattle-driving  have  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  police  in  the  counties  of 
Down  and  Antrim  during  the  past  three 
years. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  My  attention  has 
not  been  drawn  to  this  matter.  I  must 
ask  for  notice. 

Orange  Demonstrations. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  police 
of  serious  ofiences  arising  out  of  the 
recent  annual  demonstration  in  Ireland 
in  celebration  of  the  memory  of  King 
William  of  Orange. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  My  attention  has 
not  been  called  to  this  matter, oOqIc 
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Captain  CRAIG :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  300,000  loyal 
Irishmen  took  part  in  this  demonstra- 
tion ? 

Mr.    BIRRELL:    I    am    not. 


The  Vatican  and  the  Irish  TIniTersity. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  in  Dublin  and  Ma3mooth,  the 
Roman  Catholic  laity  of  Ireland  have 
hitherto  been  forbidden  to  enter  for  the 
Arts  course  in  any  of  the  three  Queen's 
Colleges  of  Belfast,  Cork,  or  Galway ; 
and  whether  he  proposes  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  Vatican  or  its  representatives 
in  this  country  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
laity  attending  the  new  Roman  Catholic 
University  to  be  established  in  Dublin 
before  the  Lord-Lieutenant  names  the 
appointed  day  for  dissolving  the  Royal 
University  and  before  any  of  the  sum 
voted  by  Parliament  is  spent  on  erecting 
the  new  college  for  Roman  Catholics  in 
Dublin. 


Mr.    BIRRELL: 

intention. 


I   have   no    such 


Cranagill  Orange  Lodge  ProceBsion. 
Mr.  MOORE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  is  aware  that  the  road  from 
Cranagill  to  Annaghmore  station,  in  the 
county  of  Armagh,  has  from  time  im- 
memorial been  used  by  all  persons  on  their 
lawful  avocations  ;  if  he  is  aware  that  on 
13th  July  last  the  members  of  the  Cranagill 
Orange  lodge  were  prevented  by  the 
police  from  passing  along  this  road  ;  if  he 
is  aware  that  six  Nationalists  from  this 
district  were  sentenced  by  Mr.  Justice 
Dodd,  at  the  recent  Armagh  assizes,  to 
two  months  imprisonment  for  attacking 
members  of  the  Orange  Order ;  and  if 
he  will  state  on  what  grounds  the  members 
of  this  lodge  were  debarred  from  their 
accustomed  use  of  this  highway. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  must  ask  for  notice- 


Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  have  not  obtained 
the  information. 

Mr.  MOORE:  That  is  a  different 
thing.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  shoud 
ask  for  a  postponement. 

Debates  on  Irish  Matters* 
Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  what  day  he  intends  to 
give,  before  the  adjournment,  for  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  state  of  lawlessness  now 
existing  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland,  necessitating  an  increased  charge 
of  £72,000  a  year  for  extra  police,  the 
questions  of  cattle -driving,  boycotting, 
firing  outrages,  and  other  forms  of 
intimidation. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  The  Grovem- 
ment  do  not  intend  to  give  any  further 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  Irish 
afiairs  other  than  what  may  be  afiorded 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill. 


Mr.  MOORE  : 
given. 


But  notice  has  been 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  the   Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time." 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.) 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time  that  day  three  months.  Ee 
said  he  was  not  at  all  forgetful  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Bill  had  been  received  by 
the  House,  nor  was  he  at  all  under- 
estimating the  opposition  which  his 
Motion  was  likely  to  receive.  He  was 
as  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
Ireland  as  any  Member  of  that  House « 
and  he  honestly  and  earnestly  believed 
that  the  Bill  would  be  injurious  to  the 
true  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
He  felt,  therefore,  that  it  was  his  duty 
at  every  legitimate  opportunity,  and 
by  every  legitimate  means,  to  endeavour 
to  prevent  its  becoming  law.  He  recog- 
nised the  necessity  for  some  improvement 
in  University  education  in  Ireland,  but 
there  was  something  that  might  be  worse 
than  to  leave  it  even  in  its  present 
condition.     He  thought  this  Bill  would 
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make  matters  worse.  It  ignored 
many  important  matters  which  the 
Legislature  ought  to  bear  in  mind 
in  dealing  with  such  a  question.  He 
believed  that  every  man  who  was  really 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  Ireland 
must  realise  that  of  all  the  parts  of  His 
Majesty's  Dominions,  it  was  the  place  in 
which  dissensions  and  disagreements 
were  most  accentuated,  not  alone  in 
political  matters,  but  that  there  was  a  vital 
difference  of  opinion  in  reference  to  the 
relations  of  that  country  to  the  Empire, 
and,  above  all,  keenly  accentuated  racial 
and  religious  differences.  Wise  legislation 
should  have  for  its  object  the  getting 
rid,  as  far  as  possible,  of  all  those  differ- 
ences which  in  any  way  interfered  with 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  country, 
andj^nothing  should  be  done  either  to 
accentuate  or  to  perpetuate  them.  It  was 
of  great  importance  that  the  young  men 
of  the  coimtry  should  be  brought 
together  as  early  as  possible,  and  to 
respect  and  tolerate  each  others'  differing 
views.  How  could  they  teach  them 
those  principles  of  toleration  and  mutual 
respect  if  from  the  very  start  in  life  they 
showed  them  that  there  was  something 
so  different  between  the  different  people 
in  Ireland  that  they  could  not  even 
receive  their  instruction  in  the  same 
class-rooms  ?  He  thought  that  that  was 
deplorable,  and  it  was  a  very  serious 
step  for  anyone  to  take  in  con- 
nection with  Ireland  to  create  three 
purely  denominational  institutions  in 
Ireland.  There  could  be  no  doubt  about 
it.  One  body  in  Ireland,  who  had 
asked  for  one  of  these  Universities,  had 
always  sought  a  denominational  Univer- 
sity, a  purely  Roman  Catholic  University, 
under  Roman  Catholic  control.  The 
other  two  Universities,  once  that  was 
established,  would  be  powerless  to  pre- 
serve their  non-sectarian  character.  How 
could  they  do  it  if  they  created  a  Univer- 
sity which  would  take  all  the  youth  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  ? 
Could  there  be  anything  more  calculated 
to  perpetuate  f^nd  accentuate  the  religious 
and  other  differences  which  existed 
between  the  different  sections  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland  ?  He  de- 
plored it.  Gentlemen  in  that  House 
might  think  that  was  a  narrow-minded, 
bigoted  view,  held  by  a  few  Unionist 
Members,    but    he    unhesitatingly    dis- 


claimed that,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
the  people  who  knew  him  would  describe 
him   as  a  narrow-minded   bigot  or    as- 
unwilling    to    treat    fairly    his    fellow- 
countrymen.     He  had  the  advantage  of 
being  educated  in  a  college  where  most 
of  the  students  were  Roman  Catholics; 
he  was  educated  in  Galway,  where  a  large 
body — the  majority — ^were  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  they  lived  a  pleasant  and    a 
happy   life    there.     No    questions   were- 
raised    as    to     differences    of    religious 
opinion,  or  which  could  be  regarded  as 
being  unfair  to  any  one   denomination. 
But    was    that     what     this     Bill    was 
going     to    do  1     Queen's    College    was- 
one  of  the  constituent  colleges  of  the 
old   Queen's  University;      it   was   un- 
denominational   and    non-sectarian    in 
foundation.     It  was  a  place  where  na 
tests  existed,   and  where  no   questions^ 
were    asked    of    any    student    or    pro- 
fessor    as     to      his     religious     views. 
It     was     at     first    accepted     by     the- 
hierarchy     of     the      Roman      Catholic 
Church,  but  after  a  little  while  it  was 
rejected    and    banned    by    them.     And 
why  ?     Because  it  was  undenominational 
and    non-sectarian,    and    because    they 
could  not  have  that  control  which  they 
had  always  asserted  they  were  entitled 
to  in  all  matters  connected  with  educa- 
tion.    Why  did  they  accept  this  Bill  I 
They   were   accepting   it   because   they 
knew,    and     every    man    of     common - 
sense    knew,    that    it    was    in     truth 
and     in     fact    what    they    wanted    to 
have  when  they  rejected  the   Queen's 
University — a  purely  denominational  and 
sectarian  University  under  ecclesiastical 
dogmas  and  control.     Let  men  use  their 
common-sense  and  draw  inferences  from 
facts.     No  naan  would  venture  to  say 
that   the    Queen's   University   was   not 
purely    undenominational    and    a    good 
sound  teaching  University,   which  alsa 
provided  what  a  good  many  Noncon- 
formists in  this  country  were  so  anxious 
about.     It  provided  that  each  religious 
body    should    have    its    own     dean    of 
residence  at  its  own  expense  if  it  wished. 
Why  was  this  Bill  accepted  and  that 
banned  ?     Those  who  were  loud  in  their 
denunciations   of   denominationalism   in 
England  were  forcing  upon  Ireland  and 
the    Irish   people    the   most  denomina- 
tional system  of  University  education  that 
existed  in  the  world,  and  they  were  doing 
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it  at  the  public  expense.  Let  them  face 
the  issue.  They  were  voting  public 
money  to  create  a  University  which  was 
purely  denominational  and  under  eccle- 
siastical control.  He  thought  that,  apart 
from  the  inferences  they  could  draw 
from  the  history  of  education  in  Ireland, 
they  could  see  from  the  Bill  itself  that  it 
was  denominational  and  intended  to  be 
so.  It  provided  for  the  inclusion  of  the 
students  of  a  purely  theological  seminary. 
He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
wise  in  creating  a  good  teaching  Uni- 
versity, although  it  might  inflict  some 
liardships  perhaps  on  some  of  the  extern 
students,  but  what  was  he  also  doing  ? 
Let  them  remember  that  they  were  voting 
£10,000  a  year  of  public  money  to 
•endow  a  University.  The  Bill  provided 
•directly  or  indirectly,  speaking  of  the 
University  of  Dublin,  for  the  bringing  in  of 
the  students  of  a  theological  seminary 
over  which  the  University  had  no  control 
whatever,  which  was  purely  denomina- 
tional, and  they  were  giving  those 
students  the  same  advantages,  the  same 
rights,  and  the  same  privileges  in  their 
teaching  and  undenominational  Univer- 
sity that  the  students  in  each  of  the  con- 
stituent colleges  would  enjoy.  That  was 
to  say,  that  to  the  extent  of  £10,000  a 
year,  given  to  the  University  directly  for 
University  purposes,  they  were  endowing 
the  theological  college  at  Maynooth, 
which  had  already  received  between 
£300,000  and  £400,000  of  public  money. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  yesterday 
almost  in  terms :  ^'  If  you  pass  the 
Amendment  before  the  House  providing 
that  the  students  in  that  theological 
seminary  who  wish  to  graduate  in  the 
new  University  should  at  least  attend 
two  sessions  in  one  of  the  constituent 
•colleges,  it  would  wreck  the  Bill." 
That  was  to  say  that  from  the  first,  and 
he  knew  it,  the  vital  question  in  the  Bill 
was  that  this  theological  seminary  should 
have  all  the  benefits  which  they  were 
asked  to  give  to  a  purely  undenomina- 
tional University  to  be  created  in  Ireland. 
He  did  not  see  what  answer  there  was  to 
that.  If  that  was  a  vital  question  in  the 
Bill,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  it. 
Let  them  remove  all  these  disguises  and 
look  at  the  naked  facts.  How  could  the 
right  hon.  (Jentleman  get  out  of  it,  that 
the  £10,000  a  year  for  the  Dublin  Univer- 
sity was  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  students 
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educated  in  this  theological  seminary  in 
the  same  way  that  it  would  be  at  the 
disposal  of  students  educated  in  the 
constituent  colleges,  but  that  there  wa, 
no  control  over  them  ?  What  was  more 
as  the  Bill  now  stood,  the  new  college  to 
be  erected  in  Dublin  was  to  be  built  out 
of  public  money,  £150,000  being  the  sum. 
Lecture  rooms  would  come  into 
existence  out  of  public  money,  and 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  put  in  a 
provision  that  this  new  college  would 
have  its  closs-rooms  used  for  the 
purposes  of  theological  education. 
If  they  wanted  to  have  the  power  ot 
granting  a  theological  degree  by  the 
teaching  of  theology,  it  would  be  done 
at  the  mere  expense,  so  far  as  those  who 
wanted  it  were  concerned,  of  the  payment 
of  the  salary  of  the  professor,  who  would 
have  his  buildings,  his  class  rooms,  and 
his  annual  expenditiire  ail  coming  from 
the  public  purse,  except  the  mere  salary, 
whicm  might  not  be  a  large  one.  That 
was  a  nice  state  of  aflairs  for  an  institu- 
tion which  was  regarded  as  being  im- 
denominational.  His  point  was  that 
it  was  not  at  all  what  soij^e  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  thought.  He  was 
dealing  with  what  was  presented  in  that 
House  as  an  undenominational  Uni- 
versity, and  why  should  they  not  have  it 
put  straight  and  clear  ?  The  next  point 
was  with  regard  to  what  had  occurred 
yesterday,  about  which,  to  those  who 
knew  the  facts,  there  was  something 
really  ludicrous.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  put  into  the  Bill  a  provisioix 
enabling  chapels  to  be  erected  inside 
the  grounds  of  these  colleges.  As  he 
understood,  a  deputation  of  Members 
of  that  House,  who  apparently  were 
getting  a  little  bit  alarmed,  waited  or. 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman,  and  wanted 
him  to  consider  this  matter.  And  then 
the  Chief  Secretary,  with  a  show  of 
reluctance,  agreed,  as  a  great  concession, 
to  strike  out  the  provision  about  erecting 
chapels  and  places  of  worship  inside 
the  college  grounds.  What  were  the 
facts  ?  Really  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  been  long  enough  in  Dublin  to 
know  the  locality  of  this  particular 
college ;  he  must  know  that  adjoining 
the  present  Catholic  University  college — 
that  was  its  full  name — was  the  University 
Chapel,  which  was  one  of  the  best  known 
Roman  Catholy^.^^ge(8^^(5iublin.     If 
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it  "was  not  absolutely  adjoining,  it  was 
also  in  the  closest  proximity  to  the  new 
buildings  of  the  Royal  University. 
[Nationalist  Cries  of  "  Oh,"  and  Minis- 
terial laughter.]  He  understood  his 
hon.  friends  from  Ireland  perhaps  a 
little  better  than  most  Members  of  that 
House.  There  was  no  one  appreciated, 
as  he  had  to  appreciate,  when  he  met 
him  as  an  antagonist,  the  great  readiness 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member 
for  North  Louth  in  turning  away  attention 
from  any  particular  point.  But  the 
point  here  was  not  the  question  of  these 
places  of  worship  being  where  they  were. 
He  thought  it  was  quite  right  to  have 
them  near  the  colleges.  Who  could  for 
one  moment  quarrel  with  that  ?  The 
point  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  that  the  chapel  was  practically  part 
of  the  new  college,  when  he  made  this 
concession.  That  was  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  In  every  stage  of  the  Bill, 
in  the  statement  on  the  Second  Reading, 
in  the  statements  made  in  Committee, 
and  in  the  farcical  dealing  with  Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper,  in  every  way  possible 
it  had  been  sought  to  impress  upon  them 
that  this  measure  was  unsectarian  and 
undenominational,  and  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely free  from  ecclesiastical  control, 
of  which  no  one  would  be  so  willing  to 
see  every  semblance  removed  as  the 
right  hoa.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
Surely,  ton.  Members  who  sat  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  even  at  that  last 
hour,  would  recognise  the  situation  they 
were  bringing  about,  in  view  of  the 
position  they  occupied  when  they  were 
dealing  with  education  in  England. 
They  should  remember,  when  they 
were  helping  to  create  a  denominational 
University  for  Ireland,  how  in  this 
country  they  poured  the  vials  of  their 
wrath  against  people  who  were  the  real 
owners  of  the  schools  having  anything 
to  do  with  their  management  and  control. 
He  was  opposed  to  this  Bill  in  principle 
for  the  reasons  he  had  given.  He  did 
not  want  to  be  misunderstood.  He 
hoped  he  was  a  loyal  enough  son  of 
Ireland  to  wish  that  if  the  Bill  did  become 
law  his  fears  about  it  might  turn  out  to 
be  groundless,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  those  who  were  helping 
him  to  pass  the  Bill  would  be  able  to 
say  that  it  had  conferred  the  benefits 
which  they  who  were  on  the  other  side 


of  the  House  honestly  believed  that  it 
would  confer.  But  he  implored  them  to 
say  first,  whether  it  was  a  wise,  right,, 
or  proper  thing  to  perpetuate  those 
differences  which  unhappily  existed  in 
Ireland.  Although  he  was  inet  some- 
times with  jeers  by  friends  from  Ireland 
— ^he  did  not  think  that  he  was  jeered 
outside — he  would  say  honestly,  that 
Presbyterian  as  he  was  he  was  as  much 
opposed,  as  he  had  frequently  stated 
in  that  House,  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Presbjrterian  University  as  he  was  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
University  in  Ireland.  To  his  mind  the 
same  principle  applied  to  both,  and  to 
all  denominational  Universities  estab- 
lished or  sought  to  be  established.  He 
thought  that  they  were  going  on  wrong 
lines  and  on  wrong  principles,  lines  and 
principles  which  made  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  dissensions  and  differences,  and 
were  at  the  same  time  a  retrograde  step 
in  University  education. 

*Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  in 
seconding  the  Amendment,  said  his  hon.. 
and  learned  friend  had  referred  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  regarded  as  a  narrow 
and  bigoted  section  from  the  North  of 
Ireland,  but  he  thought  it  well  to  remind 
the  House  how  far  that  was  from  being^ 
correct.  He  desired  to  quote  the  utter- 
ance of  one  who  in  the  campaign  of  the 
last  general  election  was  the  militant 
high  priest  of  the  Radical  Party,  now 
responsible  for  this  Bill.  He  referred  to 
Dr.  John  ClifEord,  who  in  a  speech 
delivered  in  London  said — 

**  When  he  turned  over  the  pages  of  past 
history,  he  read  some  very  sinister  intervention* 
in  human  affairs  on  the  part  of  the  Church. 
To-day  in  connection  with  the  Irish  Universities 
Bill,  it  was  said  the  Bill  could  not  pass  if  (he 
Pope  of  Rome  objected.  For  himself,  he  hoped 
the  Pope  would  object,  as  he  could  not  help 
regarding  the  Irish  Universities  Bill  as  a 
betrayal  of  Liberal  principles,  and  with  all  the 
strength  of  his  nature  he  was  bound  to  protest 
against  it.*' 

He  thought  that  that  was  an  English 
opinion  which  was  still  of  some  value, 
though  apparently  the  Party  opposite 
did  not  hold  it  in  such  high  consideration 
as  they  held  the  opinions  of  Dr.  ClifEord 
in  the  months  preceding  the  last  general 
election.  The  words  he  had  read  con- 
firmed the  views  the  Ulster  Members 
had  expressed  on  this  Bill.    [An  Hon. 
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Member  :  Dr.  Clifford  was  uot  speaking 
of  this  Bill.]  It  was  exactly  this  Bill 
that  Dr.  Clifford  was  referring  to, 
and  the  speech  in  which  Dr.  Clifford 
made  the  reference  he  had  quoted  was 
delivered  recently.  If  they  turned  to 
Scotland,  an  important  public  body 
called  the  Scottish  Reformation  Society, 
at  a  meeting  they  held  recently,  had 
dealt  with  this  Bill,  stating  their  ob- 
jections in  a  series  of  Resolutions,  with 
which  he  entirely  agreed.  They  opposed 
this  Bill— 

**  (1)  Because  che  proiJOBCd  university  in 
Belfast  is  not  desired  by  those  for  whom  it  is 
specially  intended,  while  large  numbers  of  the 
enlightened  Roman  Catholic  laity  are  strongly 
opposed,  in  the  interests  of  education  itself,  to 
the  setting  up  of  a  new  Roman  Catholic  Univer- 
sity in  Dublin.  (2)  Because  the  proposed 
measure  would  establish  an  extensive  scheme  of 
concurrent  endowment  in  a  very  aggravated  and 
objectionable  form,  wholly  at  variance  with  the 
spirit  and  purpose  of  former  legislative  enact- 
ments in  the  matter  of  Irish  education.  (3) 
Because  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  new 
university  in  Dublin  is  such  that  it  would  be 
speedily  brought  ent  irely  imder  the  control  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy,  so  that  it  will  in 
reality  mean  a  further  huge  endowment  to 
Roman  Catholicism  at  the  public  expense. 
<4)  Because  the  manifest  and  main  design  of  the 
Bill  is  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy,  and,  as  experience  has 
shown,  these  demands  involve  concessions 
which  the  Government  of  this  Protestant  country 
is  bound,  on  principle,  to  resist  in  the  interests 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty." 

He  was  bound  to  admit  that  their  argu- 
ments in  opposition  to  this  measure  had 
T>een  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  fact 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  had  secured  in 
advance  approval  of  the  Bill  by  a  certain 
section  of  the  great  city  of  Belfast.  They 
Icnew  something  of  the  methods  by  which 
that  approval  in  advance  was  secured  ; 
but  they  held  firmly  to  the  opinion  that 
that  approval  was  confined  to  certain 
academic  circles,  and  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
were  as  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Bill  and  all 
that  was  being  done  under  cover  of  the 
Bill  as  they  were  to  all  previous  attempts 
to  endow  a  Roman  Catholic  University  in 
Ireland.  They  admitted  that  they  were 
handicapped  by  the  approval  of  the 
authorities  of  Queen's  College  in  Belfast 
laving  been  secured  in  advance.  They 
were  sorry  to  have  to  say — ^they  had  said 
it  before  and  they  would  have  to  say  it 
Again — that  that  approval  had  been 
Mr,  Barrie. 


gained  by  a  lavish  expenditure  of  public 
money.     If  the  object  in  view  was  to  be 
attained    by  a   process  of  bribing   the 
different  authorities  and  institutions  in 
Ireland,    then  the  bribe  to  the   city  of 
Belfast  under  this  measure  was  a  very 
poor  one  indeed.     Under  the  Bill,  not- 
withstanding   that  the   declared    polio v 
of    the    Government    was    against    all 
endowments    of    religion,    the    Romish 
Church    got    a      sum    which    capital- 
ised    meant     at     least     £1,500,000    of 
public    money.     The    total    that    went 
to  Belfast  was  something  like  £18,000 
per    annum,    as    against    a    grant    of 
£20,000    for    the    city    of    Cork   alone. 
Not  only  was  a  Roman  Catholic  Univer- 
sity secured  in  Dublin,  but  the  Bill  was 
so  framed  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years    institutions    which    had    a    com- 
paratively free  atmosphere  at  the  present 
moment    would     also     be     Romanised. 
Queen's  Colleges  in  Cork  and   Gal  way 
would  be  Romanised,  and  there  would 
be  a  denominational  University  at  Bel- 
fast for  which  they  had  not  asked  and 
for  which  no  important  body  of  people 
in  Belfast  were  ever  likely  to  ask.     He 
entirely    associated    himself    with    his 
colleague  as  regarded   the   Belfast  Uni- 
versity.    It  would,   undoubtedly,   be  a 
Presbyterian    University    just    in    the 
same   way   as   Trinity  College,    Dublin, 
would  be  more  and  more  in  the  future  a 
University  for  the  sons  of  families  belong- 
ing   to    the    Church    of    Ireland.     The 
policy  of  the  Irish   Presbyterians,  like 
the  policy  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
people  of  England,  had  always  been  and 
would  always  be  the  policy  of  the  open 
door.     They  resented  most  strongly  the 
prospect    of    three    hostile    educational 
camps  being  set  up  in  Ireland.    That 
was   what   was  being   done   under  the 
Bill.     The  Irish  Unionists  considered  it 
was  a  retrograde  Bill,  utterly  at  variance 
with    the    professed    principles    of    the 
Liberal  Party,  and  he  could  only  regret 
that  their  numbers  were  so   few  that 
their  opposition   had  been   so   xmsatis- 
factory  in  its  results  so  far  as  weakening 
the  more  pernicious  proposals  of  the  Bill 
were  concerned. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,*  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
thia  day  three  months.*  **  — {Mr,  Gordon,) 
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Question  proposed,   "That   the   word 
^  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question.'  " 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
-entering  into  any  argument  as  to  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  Bill.  The 
time  for  argument  had  passed  and  the 
House  as  a  whole,  he  assumed,  had 
made  up  its  mind  that  the  Bill  should 
pass  into  law.  He  did  not  feel  the 
slightest  inclination  to  speak  bitterly 
al^ut  the  opposition  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
above  the  gangway.  It  would  be  most 
xmgrateful  if  he  did  because  he  recognised 
that  all  through  the  various  stages  of 
the  Bill  they  had  done  a  great  service  to 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill.  He  regarded 
this  as  a  very  great  measure.  It  was 
a  measure  which  had  its  blots  from 
their  point  of  view,  and  if  they  had  been 
called  upon  to  draft  the  measure  them- 
selves, probably  it  would  have  been 
different  in  some  important  respects. 
It  was  one  of  the  great  blots  on  the  Bill 
against  which  they  protested  and  against 
which  he  must  enter  his  protest  again, 
that  sufficient  provision  was  not  made 
for  the  creation  of  residential  quarters  so 
as  to  make  sure  that  they  would  have  a 
residential  University.  That  blot  was  a 
serious  one,  but  he  £d  not  regard  it  as  a 
permanent  disqualification  of  the  Uni- 
versity, because  he  felt  certain  that  in 
the  future  other  Governments  would  be 
•willing  when  the  scheme  proved  that  it  was 
going  to  be  a  success  to  come  forward 
and  to  set  an  example  to  private  philan- 
thropists and  educationists  in  providing 
sufficient  funds  to  enable  residential 
quarters  to  be  built.  But  looking  to 
the  Bill  as  a  whole  he  could  not  help 
regarding  it  as  a  very  great  measure 
indeed.  It  was  thirty-five  years  since  a 
British  Government  proposed  seriously 
to  deal  with  the  question,  and  during 
those  past  years  they  had  been  waiting 
and  working  and  hoping  for  some  such 
measure  as  this.  All  during  those  years 
the  young  men  of  Ireland  had  been 
going  out  into  the  world  without  the 
advantage  of  a  University  education, 
and  their  nation,  therefore,  all  this  time 
had  been  handicapped  in  its  competition 
with  other  nations  and  their  people 
had  been  handicapped  in  every  walk 
of  life.  Although  the  Bill  might  not 
be  in  all  its  particulars  pleasing  to  the 


feelings  of  other  Members  in  various 
parts  of  the  House  he  would  impress  upon 
them  the  consideration  that  it  would 
be  indeed  a  serious  responsibility  for 
any  man  to  take  to  do  anything  or  to 
say  an3rthing  which  would  deprive  Ire- 
land of  this  great  boon.  If  she  was 
deprived  of  it  now.  Heaven  only  knew 
when  the  opportunity  would  occur  again, 
and  therefore  he  desired  to  acknowledge 
— and  he  was  sure  that  in  saying  this 
he  was  speaking  the  sentiments  of  his 
colleagues — most  truly  and  most  grate- 
fully the  action  of  those  Members  in 
various  parts  of  the  House,  very  many 
of  them  on  the  opposite  side,  who  had 
put  aside  their  own  strong  predilections 
rather  than  see  this  great  opportunity 
lost  for  Ireland.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that  taking  the  treatment  of  this 
Bill  as  a  whole  by  the  House  there  had 
been  exhibited  not  only  a  friendliness 
to  Ireland  but  a  toleration  which 
was  eminently  creditable  to  every 
section  in  the  House,  which  he 
could  assure  the  House  would  not 
be  forgotten  by  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  which  would  have  its  effect 
in  Ireland  in  promoting  toleration 
and  good  feeling  between  different  creeds 
in  the  country.  It  would  also  be  unjust 
and  imgrateful  if  he  did  not  express 
their  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
There  was  nothing  that  the  Irish 
people  respected  more  than  courage, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  attitude 
with  reference  to  this  question  from  the 
very  moment  that  he  went  to  Ireland 
had  been  characterised  by  the  highest 
courage.  He  remembered  last  year  when 
in  a  public  speech  in  Ireland  he  declared 
that  he  considered  this,  after  the  want 
of  Home  Rule,  really  the  greatest  of 
all  Irish  grievances,  and  that  although 
he  was  precluded  from  dealing  with 
Home  Rule  he  was  not  precluded  from 
dealing  with  University  education,  that 
he  would  deal  with  it,  and  that  if  he 
did  not  succeed  in  settling  it  he  would 
no  longer  remain  Chief  Secretary.  That 
was  a  very  unusual  declaration  to  make, 
and  it  was  a  very  courageous  one,  because 
he  was  speaking  about  the  most  thorny 
and  difficult  of  all  Irish  problems,  of 
that  problem  on  which  there  was  most 
difference  of  opinion  amongst  different 
classes  of  people  in  Ireland.     He  indeed 
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then  took  his  courage  in  both  hands  and 
risked    everything     upon    the    course 
he  was  going  to  take.     He   congratu- 
lated   the    right    hon.    Gentleman    on 
the     result     of     his     courage.        The 
appeal    that    he    then    made    to    Ire- 
land was  responded  to  in  every  quar- 
ter.    He   had   not   satisfied    Gentleihen 
representing  a  certain  part    of  Ireland 
who  sat  above  the  gangway,  but   with 
the  exception  of  them,  and  those  whom 
they      represented,      he      had      prac- 
tically satisfied  public  opinion — Catholic, 
Protestant,    Presbyterian — all  over  the 
country.     That    was   a   great   achieve- 
ment,   and   if    the   right  hon.    Gentle- 
man    never     did     anj^thing     else    for 
Ireland,  if  he  never  did  anything  else 
as    a    legislator    in      that    House — ^he 
hoped  Fate  would  reserve  for  him  to  do 
many    great    things    for    Ireland,    and 
that   there   might   be   many  legislative 
achievements  before  him — ^his  name  would 
go  down  to  posterity  as  a  man  who  had 
conferred    upon    a    long-suffering     and 
patient  people  one  of  the  greatest  benefits 
that  human   power  and  wisdom  could 
confer  by  opening  to  them  the  gates  of 
higher  education  and   giving  them   the 
opportunity  of  competing  in  the  battle  of 
life.     That  would  not  be  forgotten  of  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman.    He    and    the 
Nationalist  Members  might  have  differ- 
ences.   No  one  could  forecast  the  future. 
They  might  even  have  sharp  differences 
and,      as     had     happened     so      often 
before,  even  with  friendly  Liberal  states- 
men, be  driven  into  an  attitude  of  con- 
flict   with    him.    He    hoped    not,    but 
whether  they  were  or  not,  nothing  could 
deprive  him  of  the  sense   of  gratitude 
that  they  felt  to  him  for  his  courage  in 
this  matter,  and,  therefore,  he  thought 
he  was  justified  in  saying  in  the  name  of 
his  colleagues  that  they  would  not  forget 
to  him  the  service  that  he  had  rendered 
to  Ireland.    All  he  had  further  to  say 
was  to   express  the   fervent  hope   and 
prayer  that  this  great  measure  might 
result  in  complete  success  in  working. 
When   measures  were    passmg  through 
that  House  critics  always  foretold  their 
failure  in  this  and  that  respect.     Those 
prophecies    of    evil    he    was    convinced 
would   be   falsified    by  the   working   of 
this  institution.     He  believed  it  would  be 
worked  in  a  spirit  of  toleration  and  of 
good    fellowship    between    the    different 
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classes  of  people  in  Ireland.    He  believed 
it    would    create    once    more    in    Irish 
history  a  great  central  seat  of  learnings 
The  history  of  Ireland  was  remarkable  in 
nothing  more  than  in  that  portion  of  it 
which  dealt  with  the  question  of  educa- 
tion and   learning.     Ireland  in  the  old 
days  was  one  of  the  centres  of  learning 
for  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  when  the 
bad  times  came  and  educational  insti- 
tutions were  struck  down,  when  it  was. 
made  even  a  penal  offence   to  educate 
the  youth  of  Ireland,  all  through  that 
period  the  love  of  learning  of  the  Irish 
people  made  itself  manifest,  as  those  wha 
had  read  the  history  of  the  poor  scholars 
at  the  hedge  schools  would  realise.     The 
love  of  learning  was  still  there,  and  he 
was  convinced  that  when  this  great  in- 
stitution was  established  and  was  in  full 
working  <)rder  the  love  of  learning  would 
spring  up  as  brightly  in  Ireland  as  ever  it 
did  before,  and  he  looked  forward  to  the 
future  when  this  institution  created  by 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  would  become,, 
not  only  an  honour  to  Ireland,  but  one 
of  the  greatest  educational  establishments 
in  Europe. 

♦Sir  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk,  N.W.> 
said   he   had  not   opposed   the   Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he  could  not 
oppose  the  Third  Reading,  but  he  de- 
sired to  point  out  the  position   which 
many  Nonconformists  had  occupied   in 
regard  to  this  measure  and  to  enter  a 
final  word  of  protest  against  one  or  twa 
of  its  provisions.     Of  course  they  had 
had  to  listen  to  a  considerable  amount 
of  banter  from  hon.  Members  opposite 
because  they  had  not  made  a  more  deter- 
mined opposition  to  a  measure  for  the 
creation  of  a  so-called  Roman  Catholic 
University.    He  thought  some  of  the  argu- 
ments and  statements  that  had  been  used 
were  justified  from  their  point  of  view,  and 
he  found  some  difficulty  in  answering  them. 
But  he  would  ask  the  House,  and  every 
hon.  Member  opposite,  who  might  fitly 
use  this  opportunity  for  chiding  them,  to 
consider  the  position  in  which  the  great 
body  of  Nonconformists  were  situated  in 
regard  to  this  Bill.    There  was  no  section 
of  the  House  who  took  a  deeper  interest 
in   higher  education  than  the  Noncon- 
formist  and  who  would  do  more  to  further 
the  interests  of  higher  education  in  Eng- 
land or  in  Ireland.    Then  also  they  as  a 
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body  were  in  favour  of  Home  Rule,  and 
a  great  body  of  them  had  been  quite 
willing  to  let  this  question  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Home  Rule  Parliament  in  Ireland. 
Therefore  they  had  to  regard  the  question 
from    these    two    points    of    view.    He 
profoundly  believed    that   an   educated 
priesthood  would  be  a  great  deal  better 
for  Ireland  than  an  ignorant  priesthood. 
He  had  an  equal  belief  in  an  educated 
laity  taking  a  more  intelligent  part  in  a 
body  like  this  and  its  government  than 
an   uneducated   laity.      Therefore  from 
these  two  points  of  view  they  were  bound 
to  look  very  kindly  upon   any  efforts 
made  to  settle    a    question   which  had 
been     unsettled    for    so    many    years, 
during  which  the  educational  interests 
of   Ireland  had   been   sadly  neglected. 
These  were  principles  which  had  served 
to  make  the    Nonconformist    party  in 
the  House  less  disposed  to  argue  about 
first  principles  than  they  otherwise  would 
have  been.     They  had   endeavoured   to 
do  something   to   amend   the  Bill.    In 
the  first  instance  they  accepted  the  Bill 
on  its  own  professions  as  being  an  im- 
denominational  measure,  and  so  far  as  the 
clauses  which  referred  to  this  side  of  the 
question  were  concerned  they  were  very 
distinct,  and  apart  from  collateral  con- 
siderations they  regarded  the  Bill  as  un- 
d3nominational.    He  had  supported  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  desiring  and 
hoping   to   make   some   changes   which 
would    have    safeguarded   its    professed 
undenominational  character.    Very  few 
of    those    changes    had    been    accepted 
beyond  one  or  two  which  were  perhaps 
not   altogether  without   sentiment   and 
which  probably  would  not  have  any  very 
important    relation    to    the    issue.    He 
did  not  intend  to  go  into  any  details, 
but  he  did  not  agree  that  the  objection 
to    the    erection   of    a    chapel    in    the 
University    precincts    was    merely    one 
of    sentiment,   because    they   felt   that 
whether  it  was  a   Roman   Catholic  or 
any  other  chapel  which  faced  the  student 
when    he    entered    the    University    the 
effect  would  be  to  give  it  more  or  less  a 
stamp  of  denominationalism  in  accord- 
ance with  the  religion   represented   by 
the     chapel.       Therefore     it    was    not 
altogether  a  matter  of  sentiment.     He 
knew  that  it  had  been  said  on  this  point 
that   it  would  be   difficult  to   erect  a 
University    anywhere    without    having 
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some  place  of  worship  close  to  it,  but 
notwithstanding  that  they  felt  that  the 
erection  of  this  particular  chapel  was  a 
step  in  the  wrong  direction.    Their  only 
desire  was  to  help  to  preserve  the  un- 
denominational character  of  the  Univer- 
sity, and  they  thought  the  erection  of 
the    chapel  was    a  step    in    the    other 
direction.    He    was   bound       to       say 
that  the  concession  made  by  the  Chiet 
Secretary  for  Ireland  was  of  some  value 
from  this  point  of  view.    Having  made 
these  efforts  to  amend  the  Bill  in  certain 
directions  the  Nonconformists  were  not 
p  -epared  as  a  body  to  take  the  responsi- 
oility   of   endeavouring    to   wreck   the 
measure.     Moreover,   on    the    part    of 
some  of  them  a  strong  sentiment  came 
in    because   they    regarded    this    as    a 
great   effort   on   the  part  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  one  upon  which  he  had 
set  his  heart.     Even  from  that  point  of 
view   many  of   them  felt   that  if  they 
could  help  to  frame  the  Bill  and  amend 
it  in  certain  respects  they  would  like 
to  save  the  measure  and  let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  have  the  credit,  because 
it  certainly  would  be  to  the  credit  of  any 
statesman  to  have  established  a  Universitv 
in    Ireland    into  which   the  great  bulk 
of  the  youth  of  Ireland  were  able  to 
obtain  entrance.  Such  a  University  would 
be  a  standing  monument  to  the  stateo- 
I  manship  of  the  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  had  been  able  to  carry  it 
through.     Therefore,  it  was  partly  senti- 
ment which  had  led  them  to  look  as 
kindly  as  possible  upon  this  great  effort 
of  the  Chief  Secretary.     The  chief  fault 
he  had  to  find  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  that  he  had  shown  too  consistent 
a  determination  to  satisfy  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy.     The      right      hon. 
Gentleman  felt  that  unless  he  did  so  the 
University  would  be  practically  useles:.. 
While    appreciating    that    motive,    he 
thought  he  might  have  paid  somewhat 
greater  regard  to  the  convictions  of  many 
Members   who    sat    on   the    Ministerial 
benches,  and  not  have  yielded  so  much 
to  this  dominating  class.  The  Nationalists 
were  not  unwilling  to  fight  the  clerical 
element  in  politics,  and  he  believed  the 
time  would  come — indeed,  a  great  number 
of  the  Irish  laity  already  recognised  the 
fact — when  they  would  find  it  necessary 
to  fight  the  clerical  element  in  education. 
The    Nonconformists    had    made   som^ 
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attempt  to  help  them  in  that  House  ; 
but  they  must  now  leave  the  matter  to  be 
fought  out  in  Ireland.  There  would 
undoubtedly  be  a  struggle,  if  the  Uni- 
versity was  to  be  kept  on  the  lines  which 
it  was  intended  to  follow.  Noncon- 
formists would  watch  that  struggle 
with  some  doubts,  but  with  a  great 
many  more  hopes.  They  hoped  that 
the  two  new  Universities  to  be  established 
would  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  that 
higher  education  which  alone  would  do 
for  Ireland  what  they  all  desired  should 
be  done,  and  would  set  her  free  on  the 
path  of  progress,  a  path  which  she  had 
nof  had  the  opportunity  of  piursuing  for 
a  great  many  years. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of 
London) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  expressed  some  mis- 
giving that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
should  taunt  him  and  his  friends  with 
a  certain  inconsistency  of  behaviour 
which  even  the  most  careless  observer 
would  hardly  fail  to  see  in  their  com- 
parative treatment  of  Irish  and  English 
education  where  religion  is  concerned. 
I  do  not  mean  to  taunt  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  any  of  his  friends  at  the  present 
moment.  The  only  thought  in  my 
mind  when  I  heard  his  speech  was  that 
if  this  Bill,  or  anything  at  all  comparable 
to  this  Bill,  had  been  passed  by  a  Unionist 
Government  his  speech  on  the  Third 
Reading  would  have  been  of  a  different 
character. 

Sir  GEORGE  WHITE:  I  think  the 
circumstances  would  have  been  very 
different, 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  circum- 
stances would  have  been  different  as 
regards  Ireland  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  WHITE  :  The  relative 
position  of  the  two  coimtries. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Ireland  would 
have  been,  imder  a  Unionist  Govern- 
ment, an  island  lying  to  the  west  of  Eng- 
land, with  a  majority  of  Roman  Catholics 
who  have  very  little  practical  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  University  educa- 
tion. I  fail  to  see  how  the  educational 
problem  is  different  when  dealt  with 
by  a  distinguished  member  of  a  Radical 
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Administration  from  what  it  would  have 
been  if  dealt  with  by  a  member  of  a 
Unionist  Glovernment.  The  problem  as 
regards  Ireland  would  have  been  the 
same  ;  the  only  difference  would  have 
been  in  the  attitude  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  friends.  It  is  largely  owing 
to  that  difference,  I  think,  that  the  credit 
of  dealing  with  this  question  has  fallen 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when  under 
other  circumstances  it  might  have  &llen 
to  others.  I  congratulate  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  as  I  think  he  deserves 
to  be  congratulated.  I  have  always 
been  a  supporter  of  a  really  serious 
attempt  to  give  that  form  of  higher 
University  education  in  Ireland  which 
can  alone,  as  I  think,  satisfy  the  majority 
of  those  in  Ireland  who  at  present  have 
no  practical  opportunity  of  obtaining 
that  higher  education.  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  the  particular  solution  adopted 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  is  in  its  main  out- 
line of  a  character  that  I  have  always 
hoped  to  see  passed^  I  have  always 
hoped  to  see  a  scheme  which  would,  in 
the  first  place,  give  three  Universities 
to  Ireland,  I  have  always  believed 
that,  of  the  many  suggested  solutions  of 
this  problem,  that  solution  was  the  right 
one,  and  I  am  glad  it  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Grovernment.  I  am  glad  that 
Belfast  is  to  have  a  University ;  that 
Trinity  College  is  untouched  ;  and  that 
there  is  to  be  another  University,  which 
will,  I  hope,  have  in  time  a  great  academic 
tradition  behind  it.  The  Govemm^it 
have  clearly  expressed  their  preference 
for  a  residential  form  of  University  as 
against  an  examining  University.  Their 
wishes  and  theories  have  not  been  wholly 
supported  by  their  practice,  but  I  shall 
have  a  word  to  say  on  that  directly.  At 
all  events,  they  have  clearly  expressed 
their  idea,  and  it  has  been  accepted  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway. 
Their  idea  is  that  higher  education  in  Ire- 
land should  in  future  be  carried  on  in  the 
main  as  it  is  carried  on  in  England  and 
Scotland,  in  Germany,  and  in  America — 
by  a  residential  rather  than  an  examining 
organisation.  I  suppose  I  could  hardly 
allow  this  Third  Reading  to  go  by  without 
expressing  some  of  the  misgivings  which 
portions  of  this  Bill  raise  in  my  niin%l 
I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  will  not  complain  of  any 
such    course.    The    hon.    Member    for 
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Bast  Mayo  yesterday,   in  reference  to 
certain  controversy  then  going  on  be- 
tween the  two  sides  of  the  House,  asked 
lis   to   define  the   word    *' undenomina- 
tional;" and  I  think  it  was  a  very  reason- 
able request.     The  truth  is  that  in  this 
case,  as  in  every  case  where  l^ere  is  a 
dispute  about  the  meaning,  words  are 
used,    and   legitimately  used,   in   quite 
different  senses,  and  it  is  the  confusion 
between    those    varying    senses    which 
produces    all   the   cross-arguments   and 
misunderstandings    between    controver- 
sialists on  the  two  sides.  In  one  sense  the 
Bill,  as  distinguished  from  the  Charter, 
is  undoubtedly  undenominational — ^that 
is  to  say,  it  plainly  follows  certain  well- 
known   and    well-imderstood  principles 
of   legislation.     There   are   all   sorts   of 
provisions  laid  down  in  Clause  3,  I  think 
it  is,  which  broadly  and  clearly  express 
the  undenominational  character  of  the 
Bill  from  the  technical  and  legislative 
standpoint.     There  is  another  view,  how- 
ever, in  which  this  Bill  is,  and  in  my 
opinion    ought   to    be,    denominational. 
It   is  intended  to   meet   the   needs   of 
denominations,  and  to  see  that  it  is  in- 
tended and  framed  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  it  is  denominational  in  that  sense, 
you  have  only  got  to  ask  a  plain  and 
simple    question.     If   you   interchanged 
the  governing  body  which  you  are  giving 
to  Belfast  by  giving  it  to  Dublin,  and 
if  again  you  gave  to  Dublin  the  govern- 
ing body  which  you  are  giving  to  Belfast, 
would  you  or  would  you  not  be  altering 
the  character  of  the  Bill  ?     You  would 
be   transforming  it  and  you  would   be 
making  it  equally  revolting  to   Belfast 
and  to  Dublin.     You  would  be  altering 
its  whole  character,  and  in  what  respect  ? 
You  would  be  making  it  unsuitable  to 
the  religious  beliefs  of  the  persons  whom 
you  want  the  Universities  to  serve.     In 
other  words,  although  Clause  3  carries 
out    all    the    approved    legislative    and 
formal  conditions    of    an    imdenomina- 
tional     Bill,    which    this     Bill    is    in- 
tended   to     be,    if    you    look    deeper, 
it  is,   and,   in    my  opinion,    ought    to 
be,  denominational  in  some  wider  and 
in  some  deeper  sense.     It  is  intended 
by   the   constitution    of   the    governing 
body  of  Dublin  to  secure  that  it  shall 
be  different  in  the  case  of  Dublin  College 
from  what  it  is  in  the  case  of  the  Belfast 
University,  and  it  is  idle  to  say  in  these 


circumstances    that    your    new    scheme 
is  undenominational  in  that  sense,  that 
you  are   indifferent   to   denominational 
considerations,  or  that  in  each  of  those 
two     places     of     learning     you     hold 
the   balance   equal  between   denomina- 
tions.    You   do    nothing   of   the   kind, 
and  you  do  not  mean  to  do  anjijhing  of 
the  kind.     I  think  it  will  be  better  on  all 
sides  to  look  a  little  below  the  mere 
drafting  of  Clause  3  and  consider  what 
the    Government    intend,    what    those 
below  the  gangway  intend,  what  I,  who 
mean  to    support   the   Third   Reading, 
intend,  and  what  we  ourselves  know  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  Bill.    It  is  in  that 
deeper  sense  imdoubtedly  a  denortiina- 
tional  measure.  I  make  no  complaint  of 
the    Bill   on   that   account.     I   confess, 
however,   there   is   one   form   in  which 
the     denominational    idea     has    taken 
shape  in  the  Bill  which  does  give  me 
some  moments  of  really  great  anxiety-^I 
mean  the  affiliation  arrangements  with 
regard  to  Maynooth.     I  am  not  sure  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  thorough- 
ly  explained   on   the    Second   Reading 
exactly  what  the  result  of  that  affilia- 
tion  would    be,    he  really   would  have 
been  able  to  carry  with  him  the  great 
bulk  of  opinion  in  the  House,  and  if  that 
be  so,  much  as  I  dislike  the  affiliation 
clauses,   so   anxious   am   I   to   see  this 
question  settled  that  I  can  hardly  regret 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
explain    that.     I    do    not    say   he    was 
un<^andid.     I  am  sure  he  was  not,  but  he 
did  not  take  us  quite  fully  into  his  con- 
fidence, if  indeed  he  himself  at  that  stage 
of  the  proceedings  thoroughly  realised 
the  ultimate  form  this  measure  would 
take.     The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
and  other  speakers  yesterday,  when  this 
question  was  discussed,  pointed  to  the 
Charters  and  the  Acts  constituting  the 
now    English    Universities,    and    said : 
"  Why  do  you  complain  of  this  provision 
by  which  Maynooth  may  be  affiliated, 
considering  that  the  provisions  in  the  Bill 
and    the    Charter    which    render    that 
transaction   possible,  are  textually  the 
same    as,    or   in    no    substantial    sense 
different  from,  the  Charters  and  the  Acts 
which  constitute  the  new  English  Univer- 
sities ?  "     That    is    a    perfectly    good, 
sound,  technical,  legal  form  of  argument, 
but  we  all  know  that  no  English  Univer- 
sity would  ever  think  at  thiJs  moment  of 
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afi&liating  to  itself  a  seminary  containing 
a  larger  body  of  students  than  the  parent 
University  and  permitting  the  students 
in  that  seminary  to  have  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a   University  degree,   all  the 
dignity  and  privileges  arising  from  being 
members  of  what  is  called,  though  it  is 
called  by  courtesy,  a  teaching  University, 
and  at  the  same  time  giving  them  the 
power  in  the  future  government  of  that 
University  which  is   conferred  by  the 
possession    of    a    degree.    No    English 
University  would  ever  think  of  doing  it. 
It  never  was  necessary  to  guard  against 
a  danger  which  never  existed.     Every- 
body knows  not  only  that  the  danger,  if 
it  be  a  danger,  eidsts  in  Ireland,  but  that 
it  is  absolutely  certain  that  within  a  few 
years,  it  may  be  within  a  few  months, 
Maynooth  will  be  afl&liated  to  the  new  Uni- 
versity in  Dublin,  and  that  the  students 
of  Maynooth  will  get  degrees  without 
having  to  put  in  one  week's  residence  at 
the  University,  that  they  will  obtain  the 
degrees  of  the  University  without  ever 
having  lived  there  and,  having  obtained 
degrees,  they  will  have  a  large  controlling 
influence  on  the  future  of  that  college. 
I  do  not  think  that  anybody  will  deny, 
however  technically  parallel  may  be  the 
new  Charter  of  this  University  and  the 
Charters   recently  given    in    England — 
nobody  will  deny  that,  however  close  that 
parallelism  may  be,  there  is  a  substantial 
and  operative  difference  which  is  almost 
incalculable.     Looking  at  the  reality,  and 
not  the  form,  I  cannot  believe  that  is 
otherwise    than   a   real   danger   to   the 
educational  future,  not  iot  the  denomina- 
tional future,  in  the  wide  sense  which  I 
have  indicated.     I  am  in  favour  of  de- 
nominationalism   in   that   sense,   but   I 
cannot  conceal   from  myself  that  this 
provision  does  constitute  a  real  danger 
that  the  new  University  may  actually 
fall  under  what  is  called  clerical  control. 
It  must  be  remembered — and  this  is  no 
criticism,    hon.    Gentlemen    below    the 
gangway    will    believe    me,     upon    the 
ecclesiastical  organisation  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church — ^that  that  ecclesiastical 
organisation  is  quite  difierent  from  the 
rather  looser  organisation  which  exists 
in  all  Protestant  Churches  which  carry 
with    them    clerical    organisation.    We 
heard  in  the  debate  yesterday  a  great 
deal  about  the  conditions  in  the  older 
English  Universities  of  Cambridge  and 
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Oxford  before  the  Act  of  1870.    I  was 
an  undergraduate  of  Cambridge  during 
the  three  or  four  years  which  immediately 
preceded  that  Act.    There  were  all  sorts 
of  statutes  which  made   it  difficult  for 
Nonconformists  to  have  what  I  regard 
as  their  fair  share  of  the  great  educational 
advantages   of  those   Universities,    but 
although     by    statute    the    Church    of 
England  had  a  position  of  preference  and 
pre-eminence  there,  so  far  as  the  students 
were  concerned  it  is  ludicrous  to  talk  of 
clerical  control  in  any  sense  whatever. 
It  .never  existed,  at  all  events,  not  for 
many   years    has    it   exbted    in    either 
Cambridge  or  Oxford,  and  the  real  ad- 
vantage of  the  great  Act  of  1870  was  not 
to  turn  a  clerically  managed  University 
into  a  lay  managed   University ;      the 
advantage  of  that  Act  was  not  to  alter 
the    complexion    or    character    of    the 
teaching    which    an    undergraduate    re- 
ceived,  but  that  it  admitted   a   much 
larger  circle  of  undergraduates  into  the 
Universities  and  allowed  Nonconformists 
and  persons  of  a  different  religion  from 
the  Church  of  England,  or  of  no  religion 
at  all,  to  obtiin  the  highest  academic! 
positions.     That  was  the  advantage  of 
the  Act.     I  do  not  think  that  such  a 
thing  would  be  possible  under  the  much 
more  elaborate  and  vigorous  co-ordination 
of  authorities  which  obtain  in  the  ecplesi- 
astical  system  of  the  Roman  Church.    It 
never  has.     Their  view  has  always  been 
that    their    responsibility    extends    to 
spheres  of  education  which  the  Protestant 
clergy   would  never  touch,   and   would 
never  desire  to  interfere  in.     What  is  the 
enormous    advantage    obtained    by    an 
undergraduate  at  Cambridge  or  at  Ox- 
ford ?     It  is  not  so  much  the  coaching, 
the  teaching,  and  the  examining  ;     it  is 
the  independence  and  the  mutual  educa- 
tion of  young  men  brought  together,  ab- 
solutely free  to  say  what  they  like  and 
to  think  what  they  like,  to  discuss  all 
questions  of  heaven  and  earth  an&  under 
the    earth,    knowing    that    no    superior 
authority    will    concern    themselves    in 
what  they  are  doing.     That  is  the  great 
and  enormous  advantage  which  existed 
in  our  older  Universities  even  before  they 
were  thrown  open  to  all  sections  and 
which  I  do  not  think  is  likely  to  exist  to 
the  same  extent  in  any  University  which 
is  under    what    is    called   clerical   con- 
trol.   I  must  say,  considering  the  great 
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number  of  undergraduates  which  May- 
nooth  turns  out  every  year,  that  those 
graduates  belong  to  this  vigorous  and 
highly  centralised  ecclesiastical  organisa- 
tion, that  if  you  are  going  to  give 
them  a  controlling  influence  in  the 
University,  and  if  you  are  not  going 
to  exact  from  them  that  modifying 
influence  which  collision  at  the  most 
malleable  period  of  life  with  their  lay 
fellow-countrymen  would  give  them,  I 
think  that  is  a  real  blot  on  the  new  scheme. 
Do  not  let  me  be  told  that,  after  all, 
the  graduates  of  the  new  University 
are  only  a  fraction  of  the  governing 
body.  I  am  sorry  of  the  possibility 
of  their  being  brought  under  clerical 
control.  In  itself  I  regard  it  as  an 
evil.  I  have  heard  it  described  as  a 
democratic  University.  Democratic  is 
a  word  which  we  all  utter  with  great 
self-satisfaction.  It  either  means  nothing 
or  many  things,  and  it  certainly  means 
many  different  things  on  many  different 
occasions.  But  I  do  not  call  a  Univer- 
sity democratically  governed  if  it  is 
governed  by  county  councils.  I  regard 
that  as  the  worst  possible  form  of  Uni- 
versity government.  A  University  is 
democratically  governed  when  it  is 
governed  by  its  own  graduates ;  and 
I  am  convinced  that  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  put,  not  in  tiis 
Bill,  but  in  his  Charter,  cannot  perma- 
nently stand.  The  gt-eat  Universities 
of  tlus  country  are  governed  by  them- 
selves, and  I  cannot  conceive  why  this 
University,  except  in  a  transitory  period, 
is  not  to  be  governed  by  itself.  Autonomy 
is  the  criterion  of  academic  freedom, 
and  autonomy  is  the  last  thing  you 
are  giving  by  this  Bill.  I  do  not  wish 
to  argue  in  detail  the  question  of  this 
intervention  of  the  county  councils. 
May  I  say,  however,  that  the  University 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Chan- 
cellor— ^the  University  of  Edinburgh — 
is  probably  historically  and  by  traditions 
more  closely  connected  with  the  town 
of  which  it  is  one  of  the  ornaments  than 
can  ever  be  the  case  with  a  new  Uni- 
versity started  in  these  days.  In  former 
times  the  town  council  of  Edinburgh 
had  an  immense  position  of  influence 
in  the  selection  of  professors  and  in 
other  matters  connected  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  University.     But  the  whole 


tendency  of  reform  in  Edinburgh  has 
been  to  diminish  the  effective  control 
of  the  city  over  the  University.  I  think 
it  is  now  represented  ex  officio  by  the 
Lord  Provost  for  the  time  being  on  the 
governing  body.  Has  that  had  the 
effect  of  dividing  the  interests  of  the 
University  from  those  of  the  city  ?  Not 
in  the  least.  Every  successive  body 
of  governors  in  Edinburgh  have  felt 
equally  a  patriotic  interest  in  their 
University,  and  they  have  been  equally 
liberal  where  they  can  be.  But  they 
have  been  excluded  from  a  function  for 
which  I  venture  to  say  a  county  council 
as  such  is  unfit,  and  their  exclusion  has 
not  in  the  least  diminished,  rather  it 
has  improved,  the  harmonious  relations 
between  the  University  and  the  city 
of  Edinburgh.  I  frankly  say,  therefore, 
that  I  dislike  the  hybrid  body  which 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  h«is  put  in 
to  govern  the  new  University,  to  govern 
the  University  through  the  coUeges.  I 
do  not  like  it,  and  1  believe  that  the 
provision  is  transitory  and  provisional ; 
and  from  that  point  of  view  I  regard 
it  with  satisfaction.  When  a  true  ideal 
of  University  government  is  upheld, 
when  a  University  is  really  governed 
by  its  graduates,  then  your  Maynooth, 
important  as  it  is  now,  would  become 
doubly  important.  If  these  evils  exist 
now,  then  they  would  be  redoubled 
with  every  reform  which  makes  your 
new  University  more  autonomous.  I 
confess  that,  compared  with  this  ideal, 
I  am  absolutely  not  of  the  frame  of  mind 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  who  regards 
with  satisfaction  the  prohibition  of  a 
chapel  within  the  precincts  of  the  new 
University.  I  cannot  conceive  why  that 
should  be  so.  In  respect  of  the  chapels 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  and  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  no  one  can  allege  that 
they  hurt  the  conscience  of  any  man 
or  do  anything  in  the  direction  of 
proselytising  those  who  attend.  They 
are  centres  of  sentiment  which  I  think 
add  an  additional  charm  to  the  memories 
that  have  always  surrounded  our  great 
Universities.  How  anyone  who  is  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  affiliation  scheme 
of  Maynooth  can  regard  it  as  a  triumph 
of  undenominational  Protestantism  that 
there  should  not  be  a  chapel,  passes 
my  comprehension.  , _,_ 
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Sir  GEORGE  WHITE:  I  do  not  ao- 
cept  the  affiliation  college  of  Majrnocth. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  (on  the  Irish 
Benches) :     That  is  shocking ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  thought, 
at  any  rate,  that  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  to  the  House  if  I  did  not  make 
this  criticism  on  the  Bill,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  dwell  upon  its  dangers.  It  has  come 
to  pass ;  and  I  am  going  to  support  the 
Third  Reading.  That  being  so,  I  should 
wish  to  dwell  in  a  more  cheerful  key 
than  I  have  couched  the  inevitable 
criticisms  which  I  felt  compelled  in 
honesty  to  pass  on  one  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  think,  would  have  a  perfect  right  to 
get  up  and  say  to  me  :  "  Well,  you  have 
passed  your  criticisms  on  this  Bill ;  you 
have  always  been  in  favour  of  higher 
education  in  Ireland ;  you  have  not 
passed  it,  but  I  have.  It  is  very  easy 
for  you  to  criticise  a  Bill  which  is  new, 
and  as  to  which  I  have  found  the  diffi- 
culties to  be  almost  insuperable ;  you 
must  not  complain  of  me  because  I  have 
been  obliged  to  make  some  concession  to 
forces  which  in  this  practical  world  of 
ours  had  to  be  dealt  with  if  the  Bill  was 
to  pass  at  all."  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man chooses  to  make  that  criticism,  I 
think  it  is  a  perfectly  fair  one.  I  do 
not  think,  however,  that  I  can  reconcile 
myself  to  the  Maynooth  clause.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  undoubtedly 
had  immense  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  difficulties,  indeed,  which  his  pre- 
decessors found  to  be  immense ;  and  if 
that  be  so,  then  I  am  ready  to  accept  his 
work  as  being  what  it  is — a  great  and 
courageous  effort.  In  dealing  with  what 
I  individually  have  long  considered  to 
be  a  crying  scandal  of  Irish  education, 
it  certainly  does  not  beseem  me  to  take 
up  a  superior  and  critical  attitude  towards 
the  statesman  who  has  himself  fought  the 
fight  and  brought  it  more  or  less  to  a 
termination.  But  let  me  add  this.  I 
think  that  there  are  dangers  to  the  true 
interests  of  higher  education  deeply 
embedded  in  this  Bill ;  but  if  the  laity 
of  Ireland — by  which  I  mean  the  general 
public  opinion  increasing  among  Irish 
Roman  Catholics — share,  as  I  think 
they  will  probably  share,  my  views,  I 
believe  that  thev  will  be  able  either  to 


work  this  Bill  effectively  as  it  stands  cfrto 
get  it  changed.  We  have  seen  in  oidtr  own 
time  the  efforts  of  thd  ednbated  Ronian 
Catholic  laity,  witli  no  dkloyalty  to 
the  Church  of  which  they  are  members,  to 
obtain  in  this  cbimtry  and  in  Ameviea 
the  most  absolute  freedom  of  Univ^Bity 
training  quite  apart  from  any  ecclesia9- 
tical  traditions  which  may  stand  in  tEe 
way  of  that  wider  University  culture. 
I  believe  that  in  this  country  among 
the  lay  division  at  Oxford,  large  tmmbeis 
of  Roman  Catholics  attend  a  hostel  under 
the  members  of  their  own  fold.  Bnt 
I  believe  also  that  in  America  even  that 
limitation  is  absolutely  ignored,  and 
ignored  with  the  consent  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  ecclesiastics  in  high  plaoee 
there.  That  is  because,  I  believe,  the 
American  Roman  Catholics,  while  per- 
fectly loyal  to  their  Church,  insist  on 
this  absolute  freedom  for  obtainilig 
higher  education,  and  in  the  same  way 
the  Irish  lay  Catholics  could  insist  upon 
obtaining  the  same  privileges  without 
any  breach  or  chance  of  friction  with 
their  Church,  and  with  the  full  kionsent 
of  the  ecclesiastics  of  their  own  country. 
•But  it  rests  with  the  laity  of  Ireland,  and 
all  of  us  must'  hope,  and  many  must 
believe — and  I  am  sanguine  myseif — ^that 
the  movement  of  public  thought  all  over 
the  world  is  in  the  direction  of  free  Uni- 
versity training  irrespective  of  ecclesiasti-  . 
cal  control  of  whatever  kind  and  whatever 
complexion.  If,  and  as,  that  condition 
grows  in  strength  and  extends  its  bene- 
ficent influence  to  Ireland,  then  what- 
ever the  particular  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  I  am  confident  that  the  sound  and 
educated  lay  public  opinion  in  Ireland 
will  take  advantage  of  all  that  is  good 
in  this  measure  and  will  take  care  that 
everything  of  evil,  if  anything  of  evil 
there  be,  will  be  remedied  in  practice 
by  your  legislation.  I  shall  support 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) 
If  I  ever  had  any  desire  to  be 
disagreeable  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man— and  sometimes  one  has  a  desire 
to  be  disagreeable — the  speech  .  he 
has  just  made  has  completely  dis- 
armed me.  I  think  that  we  are  all  now 
pleased  at  baving  reached  this  pleasant 
period  of  our  labours,  And^^speald|ig  pn 
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a  day  usually  unsoiled  by  political  work, 
I  think  that  as  far  as  I  am  concerned 
the    least    said    the    soonest    mended. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  a  master 
of  analysis,  and  he  approached  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  this  was  a  denomina- 
tional or  undenominational  University, 
r.nd    I    am    quite    content   with    what 
he   says.      I    think  I  could  say  in  one 
of  the  senses  of  the  word  that  people 
m€,y    assume    that    this    University    is 
denominational.     It   may    be    assumed, 
but    I   do   not   know   why.    We   have 
heard  Dr.   O'Dwyer's  name  mentioned 
a  great  deal  in  this  debate.    The  hon. 
Member    for    the    University    of    Cam- 
bridge quoted  him  to  a  very  great  «xtent. 
Dr.  O'Dwyer  is  a  great  man  for  breaking 
down  barriers,   and  he  also  is  a  very 
lively  writer.    What  does  he  say  ?     My 
ho».   friends  behind  me  will  hear  with 
surprise  that  he  considers  that  this  is  a 
Nonconformist  University.     A    Noncon- 
formist University  founded  on  a  Bill  framed 
by  a  Nonconformist  Chief  Secretary  in 
combination    with,    in    collusion    with, 
and    in    constant    discussion  with,    the 
leaders  of   the  Free  Churches,  and  that 
we  have  palmed  off,  or  are  palming  off, 
upon  the  Irish  people  a  rank  denomina- 
tional   institution    of    a    Nonconformist 
character,  full  of  all  the  faults  of  Non- 
conformity, and  that  we  are  asking  the 
I*ish  people  to  accept  it.     Well,  I  think 
t'lat  a  jaundiced  view.     I  put  it  forward 
to  those  persons  who  assert  that  this  is 
a  Bill  that  from  first  to  last  aims  at 
giving    the    Roman    Catholic    hierarchy 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  churches  control. 
It  is  a  complaint  of  this  eminent  ecclesi- 
r,stic  that   by  the   constitution   of  this 
Bill  it  is  not  necessary  for  there  ever 
to   be   any   clerical   member   upon   the 
governing  body.      He    says  the  author 
of  the  Nonconformist  Education  Bill  of 
1906  is  now  the  author  of  this  Non- 
conformist University  measure,  and  he 
complains  bitterly  that  the  clergy  have 
been  excluded  from  what  he  considers 
to    be     their     right;     in     taking     any 
active  part  or  official  part  in  the  higher 
education  of  the  sons  of  Ireland.     I  only 
mention  that  as  some  excuse  for  myself . 
I  think  nobody  will  take  Dr.  O'Dwyer's 
view  in  this  House,  at  all  events  as  to 
the  part  which  I  have  played  in  this 
Bill,   but  they   must   not    too    hastily 
assume  that  this  jreasnre  will  work  cut 


in  a  rank  denominational  form.  I  do 
not  quite  agree  with  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  that  the  Bill  is 
framed  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  denomina- 
tion. It  was  framed  to  meet  the  needs 
of  education.  It  was  my  great  desire 
to  obtain  access  to  this  University  for 
the  larger  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
who  do  undoubtedly  belong  to  a  par- 
ticular denomination. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  meant  to  say 
that  it  was  intended  to  meet  the  educa- 
tional needs  of  the  members  of  a 
denomination. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  It  is  intended  to  meet 
the  educational  needs  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  the  large  majority  of  whom 
are  members  of  a  particular  denomination, 
I  gladly  hail  the  frank  recognition  from 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  that  so  far  as  it 
is  possible  by  law  we  have  secured  that 
this  should  for  all  time  be  an  undenomina- 
tional University  in  this  sense.  Suppos 
ing  the  Protestant  clergy  had  a  great 
preaching  tour  in  Ireland  (they  have  not 
been  very  successful  in  that  in  the  past) 
in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years,  and  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  Ireland  became 
Protestants  and  members  of  a  great 
Protestant  community,  this  University 
would  require  no  alteration.  Nothing 
need  be  said  or  done,  it  would  stiU  remain 
an  undenominational  Universty.  The 
great  thing  is  that  the  great  majority  of 
the  students  who  flock  to  the  University 
would  possibly  in  time  alter  from  the 
character  they  are  now  likely  to  have. 
In  other  words,  we  are  setting  up  a 
University  which  protects  no  one,  which 
says  that  no  denomination  as  such  shall 
be  protected,  which  allows  free  scope 
and  free  play  in  the  governing  body, 
and  those  who  are  for  the  time  being  the 
vast  majority  of  the  graduates  and  under- 
graduates are  not  excluded  from  having 
that  proper  share  in  the  governing  of  the 
University  which  everybody  must  have 
if  the  University  is  to  reflect  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  of  the  people.  Now  the 
two  things  which  give  the  right  hon.» 
Gentleman  cause  for  anxiety  are,  in  the 
first  place,  the  affiliation  proposals.  When 
1  introduced  the  Bill  I  introduced  a  Bill 
which  made  it  perfectly  plain  that  it 
was  within  the  power  off  the  Senatefto 
recognise — affiliation  is  the  better  word — 
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to  affiliate  institutions  of  a  University 
type,  subject  to  any  conditions  and  limita- 
tions they  chose  to  impose  upon  them. 
I  had  very  little  doubt  that  Maynooth 
would  be  affiliated,  and  I  said  so  in  so 
many  words,  but  it  was  impossible  for 
me  then  as  it  is  now  to  say  what  terms  the 
Senate  may  impose  upon  the  affiliation  of 
Maynooth.  It  may  for  a  time  impose 
none,  and  it  may  after  a  time  if  it  grows 
stronger  impose  anything  it  likes.  It 
may  require  complete  residence  for  the 
whole  of  three  years.  It  may  require 
residence  for  one,  and  it  may  require 
residence  for  two.  That  was  the  position 
I  took  up  when  I  introduced  the  Bill, 
and  I  coidd  not  do  more  than  express  my 
conviction  that  the  Senate  would  exercise 
its  powers  in  favour  of  Maynooth.  But 
as  to  the  conditions  under  which  they 
would  affiliate  Maynooth,  they  were  not 
in  my  mind  at  the  time.  I  gave  the 
House  reasons  why  I  thought  it 
would  be  most  undesirable  to  raise 
this  question  in  the  acute  form  in  which 
it  was  raised  by  the  Amendment  yester- 
day. I  still  say  it  is  undesirable  for  us 
here  under  these  circumstances  to  say 
definitely  and  positively  that  the  Senate* 
should  not  take  any  power  to  impose 
what  terms  it  chooses  upon  Maynooth.  It 
would  be  possible  for  the  Senate  at  any 
time  to  impose  or  change  any  conditions; 
therefore  I  think  that  on  the  whole 
we  did  a  very  wise  thing  yesterday  in 
rejecting  the  Amendment  which  was 
moved  with  so  much  clearness  and  force 
of  argument  by  hon.  friend  behind  me. 
The  other  great  objection  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  as  to  the  representation 
of  the  civic  authorities  on  the  governing 
body  of  the  colleges.  I  perhaps  ought 
to  say  that  the  notion  that  Maynooth 
students  will  overwhelm  the  Senate 
is  not  quite  accurate.  These  Maynooth 
students  will  only  have  the  power  to  elect 
eight  members  out  of  a  body  of  thirty- 
five.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  rather 
objects  to  the  restrictions  and  limitations 
of  convocation.  A  nice  academic  dis- 
tinction is  raised  here.  Many  people 
think  that  the  non-residential  graduates 
scattered  all  over  the  face  of  the  world 
are  not  altogether  the  persons  who  keep 
themselves  most  closely  in  touch  with  the 
University  questions  of  the  day.  I  am 
rather  of  opinion,  as  a  Nonconformist 
and  a  Liberal,  that  on  the  whole  we 
J/r.  Birrell. 


suffer  much  at  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge from  the  inclusion  of  those  who 
have  long  since  left  the  Univeraity. 
But  it  is  better  to  leave  the  position  as  it 
stands,  and  after  all  I  rather  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  graduate 
of  University  ought  not  to  be  cut  off 
more  than  you  can  help  from  some 
influence  in  the  governing  body  of  his 
University.  As  the  Bill  stands,  these 
Maynooth  students  will  only  have  the 
opportunity  of  electing  eight  gentlemen 
out  of  thirty-five.  Now  about  a  civic 
authorities'  representation  on  the  colleger. 
They  are  not  of  course  direct  representa- 
tives of  the  University  at  all,  and  the 
only  way  they  can  come  in  is  upon  the 
governing  body  of  the  new  college  at 
Dublin  by  electing  six  members,  three 
of  whom  have  to  be  members  of  |he 
Academic  Council.  Consequently,  the 
civic  influence  is  not  likely  to  be  very  lai^e. 
There  would  be  four  from  the  Queen^s 
Collego  of  Corkjof  whom  two  are  academic, 
and  four  from  Gal  way,  two  of  whom 
have  to  be  academic.  It  is  pushing  the 
thing  far  too  far  to  anticipate  that  on  the 
governing  bodies  of  the  colleges,  these 
six  civic  gentlemen  will  have  very  little 
influence.  But  the  question  is  as  to  the 
part  they  ought  to  play  in  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  colleges.  I  agree  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides,  and  that 
is  the  reason  why  I  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment  moved  by  the  Member  for 
Cambridge  University,  who  wanted  to 
put  into  the  Bill  a  modified  representa- 
tion. I  much  prefer  to  leave  the  govern- 
ing bodies  of  the  colleges  in  the  charters, 
where  it  will  be  easier  to  make  altera- 
tions if  •  necessary  from  time  to  time. 
There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  indeed, 
and  I  confess  I  have  derived  a  certain 
amount  of  pleasure  therefrom,  particu- 
larly in  the  localities  of  Cork  and  Gal- 
way,  that  we  should  enlist  the  sympathies 
of  the  local  authorities  in  what  I  may  call 
the  taxable  areas  of  these  two  new 
colleges,  so  that  no  part  of  the  great 
Province  of  Munster  should  be  left  out 
of  consideration  in  the  working  of  those 
new  colleges,  and  that  is  the  reason  there  is 
such  a  large  proportion  of  the  local 
councils  in  Cork  and  Galway.  If  you 
want  these  colleges  to  have  the  least 
foundation  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
it  is  essential  that  you  should  secure 
local  sympathy.  For  a  considerable  time 
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the  colleges  must  struggle  with  an 
adverse  fate,  and  in  a  country  like  Ire- 
land full  of  local  feeling — and  it  follows 
almost  to  the  same  extent  as  local 
prejudices — it  is  most  necessary  if  you 
want  these  colleges  to  be  successful 
that  they  should  be  in  sympathy  with  the 
people,  and  the  people  should  take  some 
share,  some  lot,  in  making  the  fortunes 
of  these  establishments.  That  was  the 
reason  why  we  adopted  this  course  —  an 
experiment  which  will  be  watched  in 
Ireland  by  all  academic  persons,  and  I 
believe  by  all  the  people  of  Ireland 
generally,  very  carefully.  And  if  the  civil 
authority  is  excessive,  well,  it  can  be  modi- 
fied. Now  I  will  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer.  I  have  had  to  work  very  hard  for  a 
great  C4use,and  I  am  bound  to  say  I  have 
received  nothing  but  kindness  and  con- 
sideration from  all  the  persons  concerned. 
I  should  particularly  like  to  refer  to  the 
frank  and  loyal  support  I  have  always 
received  in  this  measure  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  senior  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin,  who  has  ooly 
had  some  small  objections  to  find  in  the 
Bill,  and  who  has  from  first  to  last  given 
me  his  frank  and  loysA  support,  and  I 
am  all  the  more  grateful  because  in  other 
aspects  of  my  administration  he  is  some- 
times rather  harsh.  Raference  has  been 
made  to  the  fact  that  I  have  for  the 
future  left  the  Royal  University  entirely 
out  of  consideration.  I  have  from 
first  to  last  commuricated  with  members 
of  its  Senate  and  have  received  com- 
munications from  Lord  Castletown,  and  I 
must  say  that  that  nobleman,  although 
the  Uitiversity  of  which  he  was  some 
time  Chancellor  is  now  disappearing, 
has  worked  most  loyally  with  me  and  has 
afforded  me  every  assistance,  and  there 
is  no  feeling  whatsoever  about  the  fact 
he  is  left  out  of  the  new  institution. 
Such  instances  of  self-denial  and  self- 
effacement  are  most  peculiarly  gratifying. 
I  can  only  say  generally  that  we  all  of  us 
— the  hon.  Gantleman  who  moved  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  ended  his  speech 
by  expressing  the  same  opinion — hope 
that  these  Universities  we  are  founding 
to-day,  which  will  last  long  years  after 
everyone  of  us  has  crumbled  into  dust, 
will  have  before  them  years  of  usefulness 
and  pride  and  distinction  and  glory,  and 
that  they  will  keep  a  light  in  Ireland, 
a  country  which  has  ever,  and  in  the 


most  distressing  circumstances,  had  the 
warmest  feeling  and  respect  for  letters, 
that  will  play  a  great  part  in  revivifying, 
educating,  and  I  hope  unifying,  a  famous 
race  and  a  great  people. 

*Mr.  butcher  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) said  he  would  not  discuss  whether 
the  Bill  was  denominational  or  un- 
denominational. He  thought  the  last 
and  the  truest  word  on  that  subject  had 
been  said  by  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  The  real  problem 
was  how  to  frame  a  University  which 
should  be  Catholic  in  tone  and  spirit  and 
yet  academic  in  principles.  He  could  not 
but  congratulate  the  Chief  Secretary  on 
his  adroitness  in  reconciling  thoae 
two  difficult  conditions.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  to  unite  in  his  own 
person  the  views  of  a  Roman  prelate 
and  a  Nonconformist  minister,  and  he 
had  performed  that  difficult  task  ii 
a  way  which  he  believed  nobody  else 
in  that  House  could  have  done.  They 
congratulated  him  on  the  courage  he 
had  shown  in  the  inception  of  the  scheme, 
and  thanked  him  for  the  courtesy  he  had 
shown  in  carrying  it  out.  He  would  like 
to  sum  up  in  a  general  view  what  to 
his  mind  were  the  distinctive  merits 
and  als  >  the  flaws  of  the  Bill.  The  great 
merit  of  the  Bill  was  that  it  sought  to 
remove  a  long-standing  d'sability;  it 
recognised  that  the  State  had  an  obliga- 
tion, not  yet  paid,  to  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  people.  The  Bill  was  an  attempt 
not  only  to  repair  an  educational  defect, 
but  to  redress  a  wrong,  unintended  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  but  yet  a  real 
and  national  wrong.  What  the  remote 
effects  of  the  Bill  would  be  in  the  spheri 
of  politics  and  in  the  social  and  adminis- 
trative spheres,  nobody  could  say.  Th•^^ 
it  would  have  the  most  far-reach\nr^ 
effects  in  every  department  of  Irish  life, 
he  was  certain.  His  own  hope — a  co.i- 
fident  hope — was  based  upon  the  power 
of  knowledge  in  the  direction  of  emancipat- 
ing and  enlarging  the  mind  and  producing 
a  spirit  of  toleration.  The  next  reason 
why  he  welcomed  the  Bill  was  that  it 
got  rid  of  a  false  University  ideal.  It 
displaced  an  Examining  Board  and  set  up 
in  its  stead  two  Universities  framed 
on  the  whole  on  academic  principles. 
He  ought  to  qualify  that  by  saying  that 
while  it  displaced  that  fals^  l^^^l^riMl^e 
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case  of  the  kity  of  Ireland,  it  did  not 
do  so  in  the  education  of  the  clergy. 
In  the  case  anyhow  of  the  laity  it  laid 
down  the  principle  that  examination 
was  to  follow  the  lines  of  teaching,  and 
not  teaching  to  follow  the  lines  of  ex- 
rmination,  and  he  rejoiced  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  held  out  firmly  against  the 
r.dmission  of  extems  to  the  privileges  of 
a  degree.  The  next  point  was  ^at  the 
constitution  of  the  governing  bodies  was 
free ;  there  were  no  ex^offtdo  clerics  on 
any  of  them.  There  were,  however,  ex- 
officio  politicians,  who  he  wished  were 
there  in  much  smaller  numbers.  If  the 
Universities  wished  to  have  clerics  on 
their  governing  bodies — and  he  thought 
it  was  right  there  should  be  some — it 
r  3sted  with  them,  of  their  own  free  choice, 
to  have  them.  The  Bill  had  the  merit 
of  leaving  the  future  of  these  bodies 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  laymen  of 
Ireland,  and  it  rested  with  the  laymen 
to  show  whether  they  were  worthy  of 
that  trust.  He  had  no  misgivings  what- 
ever as  to  the  future  of  Belfast  University. 
It  was  a  much  more  compact  unity  than 
the  new  University  at  Dublin,  and  it 
would  be  unvexed  by  the  highly 
<^ntroversial  questions  which  they  had 
been  discussing  for  weeks  past.  It 
consisted  of  a  single  college  with  homo- 
geneous elements.  He  was  confident 
that  the  founding  of  that  University  in 
Belfast  would  have  upon  the  whole  of 
the  business  community  in  Belfast  end 
the  outlying  industrial  districts  of  the 
north  of  Ireland  the  same  sort  of  effect 
as  the  founding  of  the  new  Universities 
in  England  had  had  upon  the  industrial 
communities  here.  The  men  who  repre- 
^.ented  the  commerce  of  the  north  of 
Ireland  would  take  the  same  pride  in 
their  University  as  had  been  shown  so 
marvellously  in  the  case  of  the  newer 
Uaiversities  of  England.  He  knew  that 
the  work  done  and  the  teaching  given  in 
the  University  of  Belfast  would  be 
largely  of  a  technical  and  professional 
kind,  and  rightly  so.  The  great  need  of 
Ireland,  not  only  of  the  north  but  of  the 
south  too,  was  that  science  should  be 
applied  to  industr>%  and  he  believed  the 
new  University  of  Belfast  would  serve  that 
end.  But  he  would  express  the  hope 
that  all  these  specialised  studies 
might  be  carried  on  in  a  truly  liberal 
way,    that    they    might    be    based    on 

Mr.  Butcher, 


scientific  principles  and  have  that  larger 
outlook  which  alone  could  produce 
original  research  leading,  to  discoveries  in 
science  within  the  walls  of  the  Univer- 
sity. The  other  hope  he  had  was  that 
humane  learning  might  still  continue 
to  exist  side  by  side  with  this  technical 
teaching;  that  it  would  be  the  pride  of 
that  University  in  the  midst  of  a 
commercial  commimity  to  give  literary 
and  philosophic  culttire,  and  that 
students  there  might  learn  what  the 
thoughts  and  doings  of  civilised  man. 
were  in  other  regions  of  knowledge. 
The  new  University  in  Dublin  raised 
some  grave  and  difficult  problems.  It 
was  a  Federal  University;  it  was 
therefore  a  complex  structure ;  but  the 
hopeful  thing  about  it  was  that  it 
was  established  on  the  only  lines  on 
which  a  Federal  University  could 
now  be  constituted:  That  was  to 
say,  the  constituent  colleges  were 
given  the  largest  possible  freedom  as 
regards  their  own  courses  of  study,  and 
their  own  government ;  they  would 
have  as  few  interferences  from  the  Senate 
of  the  University  as  was  compatible  with 
maintaining  uniformity  of  standard  and 
general  University  principles.  Such 
were  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
next  turn  to  its  blemishes.  Two  of 
them  had  been  mentioned  that  after- 
noon, and  he  woxdd  not  discuss  them 
further.  First  there  was  a  form  of  affilia- 
tion, under  which  it  was  possible  for  the 
clergy,  who  were  to  be  cut  off  entirely  from 
academic  life,  yet  to  have  a  share  in  the 
government  of  the  University.  He  had  had 
his  say  on  that  question  upstairs  and  on 
Keport,  and  he  only  now  wished  to  express 
his  cordial  agreement  with  every  word 
that  had  fallen  from  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition.  The  other  flaw  lay  in 
the  constitution  of  the  federated  colleges. 
He  thought  there  was  an  undue  pro- 
portion of  the  civic  and  county  repre- 
sentation on  their  governing  bodies,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  carry 
on  government,  to  appoint  professors,  to 
regulate  the  University  courses,  in  any 
free  and  academic  way,  if  these  professed 
politicians  exercised  the  right  given  them 
to  interfere  in  every  detail.  But  there 
was  another  blot,  the  gravest  of  all,  and 
that  was  that  there  was  no  provision  in  the 
Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  residential 
college  in  Dublin.    From  varioiis  points 
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of  view  that  was  a  most  serious  defect.  In 
tbe  fijst  place,  it  seemed  to  him  a  doubtful 
question  whether  parents  or  their  spiritual 
advisers  wotild  recommend  young  men 
to  go  to  Dublin  from  the  coimtry. 
They  would  have  the  prospect  of  going 
into  lod^gs  \  they  would  live  scattered 
through  a  great  metropolis  without  any 
kind  of  discipline  or  orgamu^  academic 
life.  The  argument  for  affiliation^ 
too,  would  be  immensely  strengthened 
by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  residential 
college  in  Dubliii;  in  fact,  the  only  strong 
argument  for  it  that  could  be  adduced 
remained  so  long  as  there  was  th's 
defect.  It  would  be  said :  "  If 
you  had  given  us  a  residential  college 
ta  which  young  men  could  go,  we 
should  then  have  been- content,  and  would 
haV«  encouraged  them  to  go  to  the 
University ;  but  as  it  is,  you  must 
affiliate  our  provincial  colleges  in 
order  to  save  our  students  from  the 
moral  dangers  which  beset  them  in 
the  midst  of  a  great  city."  Then  there 
was  aRothcr  side  to  this  question — 
the  absence  of  that  social  life  which 
was  connected  with  a  re«dential  college. 
Hitherto  Irishmto  had  asked  for  a 
University,  and  they  had  been  given 
an  Examining  Board;  they  had  been 
given  something  in  which  there  was  no 
human  element,  a  piece  of  cold  and 
impersonal  mechanism.  He  would  put 
it  t-o  hott.' Members  that  if  the  memories 
of  their  own  college  days  centred  round 
examinations  which  they  had  passed  or 
in  which  they  had  failed,  what  a  different 
thing  a  University  would  mean  to  them 
from  what  it  did  tO-day  !  Now  the  Bill, 
it  was  true,  gavefi  college^  but  it  did  not 
give  college  life.  They  were  given  lecture 
rooms  and  laboratories,  but  what  they 
needed  in  order  to  make  the  University  a 
reality  was  the  human  and  humanising  in- 
fluence of  college  life.  The  Irishman  was 
sociable  and  gregarious ;  he  had  an  instinct 
for  comradeship,  a  love  of  dLscussion,  a  rich 
capacity  for  friendship.  He  had  powers 
which  could  not  be  fully  developed  by 
solitary  study,  but  must  be  fobtered  in  the 
intimacy  of  daily  companionship.  He 
craved  the  society  of  equals  and  the  stimu- 
lus of  kindred  minds.  Society  he  must 
have  of  one  kind  or  anothei.  There  were 
some  persons  with  whom  you  got  at  the 
heart  through  the  head ;  others  with 
whom  you  got  at  the  head  through  the 


heart.  In  Ireland  the  heart  came  firdt» 
theiiead  second.  •  Hieiad  and  heart,  intell^M*t 
and  emotion;  wt)rking  together  pr6duced 
a  finer  inteHectual  product  than  intellect 
alon*.  That  unibn  could  hardly  be  ^• 
duced  ejicept  in  the  society  of  ftieilft* 
and  equals.  Without  all  that  belonged 
to  collegel  hfe  and  colkfge  friendships 
they  would  never  be  able  to  call  out  the 
special  qualities  of  the  Irishman,  which 
depended  upon  love  of  friends  and  updn 
appeal  to  the  head  through  the  fieartl 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  done  his  best  to 
get  money  for  college  buildings.  ^R> 
wad  shortsighted  and  niggardly  acftibn 
on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  to  spoil  a 
great  gift  for 'lack  of  capital  outlay.  A 
sum  of  £100,000  given  once  and  for  all 
would  probably  have  met  the  case.  ^  He 
thought  it  was  a  foolish  bit  of  parsimony^, 
but  they  would  go  on  knocking  at  the 
Treasury  door  until  thfey  obta'ned  a 
sum  which '  would  start  the  Univer3?liy 
under  prosperotis  and  hopeful  con- 
ditions. Without  a  tesidential  college 
it  was  doubtful  whether  the  new  Univer- 
sity in  Dublin  could  eonie  into  being. 
What  he  insisted  on  was  that  learning 
.was  not  a  more  abstract  thing,  but 
that  it  was  realised  through  personal 
relations,  and  above  all  through  the  organ- 
ised social  life  of  fellow  students.  Under 
the  Bill  such  social  life  was  impossible, 
and  it  would  still  remain  for  Parliament 
to  complete  the  work  it  had  now  begun 
bv  providing  funds  for  true  collegiate 
life. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
that  before  the  Motion  was  capried  he 
desired  to  say  one  or  two  words.  Auspi- 
cious as  the  passing  of  this  Bill  was  to  Ire- 
land, the  circumstances  and  almost  general 
consent  with  which  it  was  passed  con* 
stituted  a  still  more  auspicious  event, 
not  only  for  Ireland,  but  for  England, 
because  although  credit  was  richly  due 
to  the  Chief  Secretary,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would,  he  thought,  be  the 
first  to  acknowledge  that  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  was  practically  the  work  of 
all  parties,  and  the  result  of  a  certain 
amount  of  sacrifice  and  of  amicable 
compromise  on  all  sides.  The  National- 
ists had  had  something  to  sacrifice. 
They,  in  Ireland,  were  accustomed  to 
positions  which  were  not  second,  but 
only  fourth  or  fifth  in^j8itt|gs  concerning 
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Ipdi  afiairs.    He  lecogniBed,  as  his  hon. 
friend  had  done,  that  the*  Nonconfor- 
mists in  that  House,  for  whom  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  spoken,  had  to  a  certain 
extent  to  do  violence  to  their  own  pre- 
possessions in  order  to  allow  this  Bill 
to  go  unmolested.    If  they  had  thought 
more  of  their  own  preference,  their  own 
internal  searchings  of  heart,  than  of  the 
magnitude    of    the    blessings    this    Bill 
would  undoubtedly  diffuse  among  young 
Irish  men,  and  young  Irish  women,  they 
might  unquestionably,  even  a  small  body 
of  them,  at  any  moment,  have  cut  short 
the  career  of  the  Bill.     They  had  re- 
sisted the  temptation,  and  had  made 
themselves  a  party  to  one  of  the  best 
and,  he  believed,  most  fruitful  contri- 
butions to  the  regeneration  of  Ireland 
with   which   the   name   of  the   Liberal 
Party  would  be  associated.    He  must 
recognise   no   less   cordially,    forgetting 
one  or  two  little  lapses   into  Party  re- 
criminations, and  remembering  only  the 
generous   speech   made   that   afternoon 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  that 
the  fate  of  the  Bill  had  to  a  very  great 
extent    depended    upon     the    sincerity 
and  policy    and    magnanimity    of    the 
Unionist  leaders,  and  some  of  the  most 
eminent   men   of   the   Unionist    Party. 
Although    in    their    active    opposition 
they  had  thrown  out  no  hint  of  great 
hostility,   yet  they   might   easily  have 
sealed  the  fate  of  this  Bill,  if  not  in  that 
House,  in  another  place.     But  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  both  publicly,  and  so 
far  as  he  knew  privately,  their  co-opera- 
tion in  bringing  about  the  success  of 
the  Bill  had  been  sincere  and  decisive. 
He  did  not  forget  the  struggle  of  the 
few    hon.    Members    for    Ulster.        He 
did    not    wish    to    say    one    word    of 
an    uncomplimentary    character    about 
them.     They  had  fought  a  dogged  and 
gallant  battle,   though  discountenanced 
to  a  certain  extent  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Unionist  Party,  and,  later,  by  the  Leader 
of  their  own  Ulster  Party.     The   Irish 
Party  had  been  so  often  in  a  minority, 
so  often  in  a  folorn  minority,  that  they 
could  not  fail  to  recognise  and  to  honour 
the  tenacity  and  courage  of  hon.  Members 
above    the    gangway.     He    hoped    that 
their  experience  for  a  couple  of  months 
in  the  Committee  room  upvStairs,  on  both 
sides,   had  left  no  unkindly  memories, 
and   had   helped   hon.    Members,    even 

Mr,  William  O'Brien, 


the  hon.  Member  for  East  Down,  to 
realise  that  they  were  in  no  immediate 
danger  of  being  burned  at  the  stake  for 
their  opinion?  at  the  hands  of  their 
Nationalist  fellow-countrymen.  Strongly 
as  he  approved  of  the  Bill,  he  regarded 
the  circumstances  in  which  it  had  passed 
through  the  House  as  a  matter  of  still 
higher  consequence  to  the  future  relations 
between  this  country  and  Ireland,  and 
for  this  reason:  that  this  perplexed 
sectarian  controversy,  like  the  still 
angrier  agrarian  controversy,  had  been 
placed  at  all  events  on  the  road  to 
a  solution  by,  in  the  first  place,  the 
spirit  of  friendly  compromise  and 
cordial  regard  amongst  Irishmen  them- 
selves, a  spirit  which  had  prompted 
eminent  Irishmen  like  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  University,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  senior  Member 
for  Dublin  University,  although  still 
differing  from  them  in  some  things,  to 
meet  them  on  common  ground,  as  sons 
of  a  common  country,  of  which  he  was 
sure  they  were  all,  in  their  own  wav, 
equally  proud.  In  the  second  place, 
that  happy  agreement  amongst  Irishmen 
had  been  sealed  and  endorsed  by  practi- 
cally speaking  all  parties  in  that  House. 
He  congratulated  the  Chief  Secretary 
most  heartily  on  being  the  beneficent 
wizard,  by  the  move  of  whose  genial 
wand  these  magic  results  had  been 
produced.  He  only  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  be  equally  able  in  the 
future,  by  similar  methods,  to  bring 
about  similar  results  of  co-operation 
among  Irish  parties  and  among  English 
parties.  All  he  could  say  was,  that  if 
he  could  only  get  the  House  to  regard 
Irish  questions,  the  great  agrarian  diffi- 
culty and  the  national  difficulty  in  Ireland, 
in  the  same  way  as  that  House  was  willing 
to  treat  the  question  of  the  Navy  or  of 
foreign  affairs,  namely,  as  questions 
sacred  from  the  mere  petty  momentary 
interests  of  party,  and  as  matters  in 
which  both  parties  were  entitled  to  claim 
a  legitimate  share  of  the  credit,  then  he 
would  not  despair  of  living  to  see  the 
day  when  they  would  reach  and  solve  the 
final  problem  of  the  Irish  difficulty  in  a 
friendly  way,  and  when  even  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  East  Down 
might  accept  the  situation  with  the 
same  good  humour, with  which  he  was 
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sure  they  would  now  set  to  work  to  make 
a  rattling  success  of  the  Belfast  Uni- 
versity, which  they  had  made  so  gallant 
a  semblance  of  rejecting  in  England. 

*Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 
said  he  never  felt  more  unlike  a  man  who 
was  about  to  die  in  the  last  ditch  than 
at  that  moment.     Re   recognised  that 
in  a  very  short  time  the  last  stone  would 
be  put  on  one  of  the  most  gigantic  monu- 
ments of  Nonconformist  hypocrisy  and 
iaconsistency  which  that  House  had  ever 
seen.    The  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
had  said  the  Nonconformist  portion  of 
the  party  opposite  had  put  aside  a  great 
many  of  their  predilections,   but    that 
was  putting  the  case  very  mildly.      He 
would  say  that  they  had  swallowed  one 
of  the  most  nauseating  draughts  it  was 
possible  to  conceive.     Some  philosopher, 
he  forgot  whether  it  was   Shakespeare 
or  not,   said  that  when  they  told  a  lie 
they  should  tell  a  good  big  one.     If  they 
yiere  going  to  do  a  thing  they  should  do 
it  thoroughly,  and  he  congratulated  hon. 
Members  opposite.     They  had  certainly 
done  this  b  u^iness  very  thoroughly.    They 
had  thrown  over  in  the  most  absolute 
way  all  the  professions  in  which  they  were 
brought  up  and  a  good    many  of    the 
professions    which    had    secured    them 
admission  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
if  they  felt  happy  in  their  minds  after 
having  done  so  it  was  not  his  business 
to  criticise  them  further.  His  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  had 
said  that  no  doubt  the  action  and  speeches 
of  himself  and  his  friends  would  be  looked 
upon  simply  as  the  narrow-minded  and 
bigoted  views  of  Ulster.     Hon.  Members 
opposite,  when  they  cheered  that  remark, 
forgot  for  the  moment  that  their  views 
on  this  question  were  exactly  and  pre- 
cisely those  which  they  themselves  held 
up  to  about  three  months  ago,  and  if  they 
were   the   narrow-minded   and    bigo+ed 
views  of  the  Ulster  Members  they  were 
also   the   narrow-minded   and     bigoted 
views  of  the  Nonconformist  Party  up  to 
the  time  the  Bill  was  introduced.    They 
had  had  so  much  unreal  discussion  on 
the  denominational  question  that  he  was 
getting  tired  of  it  and  had  almost  hoped 
it  would  be  left  out  of  the  Third  Rea(Ung 
discussion.    It  had  frequently  been  asked 
what   an   undenominational   University 
was,  and  he  admitted  it  was  a  very 


difficult  question  to  answer,  but  his  idea 
of  an  im  denominational  University  was 
the  present  Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland, 
had  the  ban  which  was  put  upon  them 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  nevfr 
been    imposed.      That    ban    was    only 
imposed  by  the  narrow  majority  of  one 
in   a   meeting   of   thirteen   or   fourteen 
bishops.     It  was  a  mere  toss  up  whether 
the  bishops  forty  years  ago  had  accepted 
the    Queen's    Colleges    in    Ireland    and 
allowed  Roman  Catholics  to  go  to  them. 
If  they  had,  the  Queen's  Colleges  in  Cork 
and  Galway  would  have  been  as  successful 
seats  of  learning  as  the  Queen's  College  in 
Belfast  had  been,  and  they  would  long 
ago  have  extracted  very  large  sums  of 
money  out  of  the  British  taxpayer  and 
would    have    been    very    much    better 
equipped  and  larger  institutions.     Could 
anybody  say  tHat  this  Dublin  University 
would    be    imdenominational  ?     It    had 
been  set  up  precisely  because  the  bishops 
refused  to  recognise  these  other  institu- 
tions because  they  were  not  sufficiently 
denominational,  because  they  were  God- 
less.    In  1871  the  bishops  were  calling 
out   as    they   had   always   done   for   a 
denominational    University,    and    they 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  among  them 
one  in  which  they  pledged  themselves 
to  oppose  the  return  of  any  candidate  for 
Parliament  who  would  not  uphold  the 
principle    of    denominational    education 
for  the  Catholic  people,  and  they  knew 
perfectly    well    the     bishops    had    not 
changed  their  attitude  in  any  way.    They 
had  all  along  stigmatised  this  as  a  purely 
denominational  proposal,  and  all  the  feeble 
attempts  of  hon.  Members  to  dispose  of 
that  accusation  had  been  futile.     It  was 
because  this  was  a  denominational  pro- 
posal   that    hon.    Members    below    the 
gangway  were  thanking  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  giving  it  to  them.    The  Times, 
on  the  First  Reading  of  the  Bill  said — 

"  The  fiction  that  the  measure  is  anything 
but  denominational  is  too  gross  to  deceive  any- 
body, or  to  soothe  any  but  the  most  adaptable 
consciences." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Mr.  Rgott's 
friend. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  that  Mr. 
Pigott  had  some  friends  who  discerned 
the  political  situation  with  wonderful 
accuracy.  The  leader  of  the  Noncon- 
formist Party  on  th^jjji[|§j:[3benchc3  liked 
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the  Bill  just  about  as  much  as  he  did, 
but  ,  owing    to    pressure    from    various 
quarters  he  felt  compelled  not  to  oppose 
it.     He  said  he  was  envious  for  an  edu- 
cated   priesthood    in    Ireland.     But    he 
would,  like  to  ask  how  ui\der  the  Bill 
the  priesthood  were  going  to  be  better 
educated   thau   they   were   at   present. 
The  students  of  Maynooth  who  were  to 
some  extent  synonymous  with  the  priest- 
hood of  Ireland  had  a  right  which  they 
freely  exercised  of  obtaining  their  degrees 
from  the  Koyal  University.  ,  As  they  had 
refused  to  accept. an  Amei^dment  pro- 
viding that  the  Maynooth  students  were 
to   take    part   in  the    life  of   the  new 
University  in  Dublii;  the  situation  was 
precisely  the  same  as  before,  with  the 
difference  that  instead  of  taking  their 
degree^  at  the  Royal  University  they  were 
going  to  take  them  at  the  new  University 
at  Publin.     Nineteen-twentieths    of  the 
year  they  would  be  at  Majoiooth  and 
they  would  go  up  to  Dublin  possibly  for 
a  couple  of  days  at  the  end  of  the  year 
to  pass  theh:  examinations.    The  hon. 
Member  was  under  a  misapprehension 
when  he  thought  there  wouid  be  any 
difference  in  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
education  given  to  Maynooth  students, 
because   it   was  all  a   question  of  the 
Standard  that  was  going  to  be  set  by  the 
new  University  as  compared  with  that 
which  had  been  set  bythe  Royal  Univer- 
sity.   He  had  alwaya  imderstood  that  at 
the;  latter  it  was  very  high,  and  it  was 
improbable  that  the  standard  set  by  the 
new   University  would   be   any  higher. 
If  that   was  the   hon.    Member's  chief 
reason    for    withholdlug    opposition    he 
might  just  as  well  vote  against  the  Third 
Beading..    He  had  certainly  damned  the 
Bill  with  as  faint  praise  as  he  ever  heard 
aud  had  not. a  good  word  to  say  for  it. 
Hi&la^t  attempt  to  satisfy  his  conscience 
wa&.that  it  would  be.  a  great  pity  that 
tae.  .Chief    Secretary    shotild    n<^    have 
the  credit  of  passing  a  Bill  over  which 
he^had  taken  such  an  amount  of  trouble, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stat^  publicly  that  if  it  di^  not  pass 
he  would  resign  office.     That  he  thought 
was  rather  a  reason  for  throwing  out  the 
BHl.    He.  did    not  consider    the  Chief 
Secretary   had    been   at   all    a    success 
in  that  very  responsible  office.     The  hou. 
Member  was  no  doubt  of  a  different  way 
pf  thinking,  but  it  was  surely  a  very 
Mr.  Charks  Craig^ 


small  and  a  <very  dangerous  -argument 
to  use,  that  no  matter  how  questionable 
the  Bill  itself  might  be  or  how  Uttle  good 
the  hon.  Member  was  able  to  see  in  it, 
it  should  pass  simply  because  to  throw  it 
out  would  be  a  serious  blow.to  the  pe&ical 
reputation  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  As 
far  as  he  could  see,  and  that  was  the  only 
speech  they. had  had  from  a  Jiembei  of 
the  Nonconformist  Party,  they  were 
going  blindly  to  vote  for  the  Bill  thougk 
there  had  not  been  a  single  argoment 
adduced  in  favour  of  it.  He  could 
understand  hon.  Members  .  below  the 
gangway,  and  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion who  had  been  for  many  yeais  in 
favour  of  something  oi  the  sort,  but  they 
had  yet  to  hear  from  the  great  body  of 
the  Nonconformist  Party  any  argument 
by  which  they  could  recondle  their 
support  of  the  Bill  with  every  declaration 
they  had  made  in  the  past  on  this  que^ 
tion  of  denominational  education.  He 
wished  to  criticise  two  statements  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  far  Waterford. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  said  that 
the  Bill  had  received  the  sanction  of 
everybody  in  the  House,  and  pcacticaliy 
of  everybody  in  Ireland  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  hqn.  Members  sitting  on  the 
Unionist  Benches.  But  however  small 
their  numbers  might  be  in  that  House, 
at  least  they  all  held  their  seate  by  a 
very  substantial  majority,  aad  according 
to  all  the  ideas  of  Parliamjentary  repre- 
sentation they  represented,  the  Vitjt 
majority  of  those  who  seut,,the^  to  th** 
House  oi  ContmoiiS.  It  was  perfectly  well 
known .  that  in  the  North  of .  IrelaJid  and 
in  Ulster  the .  pepple  .were  .as  much  op- 
posed to  jLhe  general  pro visioAS  of  this  Bill 
which  set  up,  a.denominationaliUmveisitj. 
as  they  were  themselye?.  It  was  true 
that  the  Obi(?f  Secretary  by  hard  work 
had  been  able  to  stifle., the  opposition 
of  a  certain  number  of  peraonsin  Belfast, 
including  the  prof es^o;:s  and  .  their  f*- 
tourage  of  Queen's  CJoll^ge  in  tjiat.  city. 
but  they  did  npt  repcesenjb  *tha  feeling 
in  the  North  of  .I^eLa^d 'in.jegapd  to.t;be 
BiU.  In  the,  North  of  Irela^ii^  the,  Bill 
was  detested  just.aa  vfLUch  ag  they  had 
shown  their  detestation  pf  the, measure 
in  the  House,  a^d.  the .  attitucje  of  the 
Ukter  .  Members  towt^rds,  the  iiiea3ure 
was  only  a  reflection,  of  the  fedi^ig  en^^' 
tained  iin  IJlsteii ,  Therefor?, .  lor  the 
hpn,  and  learned  Member. for  "Waterford 
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to  try  and  make  the  House  believe  that 
the  opposition  to  the  Bill  only  came 
from  a  small  section  of  Ulster  was  very 
misleading.  On  the  affiliation  clause 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  said  he  could  not  imderstand  how 
the  British  House  of  Commons  could 
treat  l^is  question  in  the  way  they  had 
done  in  the  past  after  reading  the  Report 
furnished  on  the  subject  two  or  three 
years  a^o  as  to  the  provision  made  in 
foreign  countries  for  Roman  Catholics. 
It  was  extraordinary  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  should  furnish  that  as 
an  argument  m  favour  of  a  denomina* 
tional  Roman  Catholic  Univfersity.  The 
Opponents  of  the  Bill  had  been  relying 
upon  that  document  in  support  of  their 
case  for  years,  and  every  page  of 
it  showed  that  the  proposal  to 
be  carried  out  under  the  Bill  was  one 
which  had  been  refused  in,  almost  every 
country  in  the  world,  and  in  those 
countries  where  frankly  denominationt^l 
Universities  existed.  As  time  went  on 
every  one  of  them  had  been  swept  away, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  in  Belgium 
and  Austro-Hungary  there  was  not 
in  the  whole  of  Europe  a  single  Uni- 
versity which  coiild  be  said  to  be  denomi- 
national. He  was  greatly  surprised  that 
the  kon.  and  learned  Member  had  found 
kimeelf  able  to  get  out  of  that  document 
a^  lurgument  in  support  of  his  views, 
because  it  was  a  document  which 
had  been  relied  upon  by  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  Bill.  But  the  Bill, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  was  one  which 
affected  very  closely  Unionist  Members 
from  Ireland.  [Cries  of  "  Divide.'*] 
He  thought  that  when  hon.  Members 
opposite  were  getting  all  they  wanted 
they  might  at  least  tolerate  a  few  words 
from  an  opponent.  While  he  had  fought 
the  measure,  and  was  extremely  sorry 
it  was  about  to  pa98,  he  cherished  a 
hope  that  the  Roman  Catholic  laity  in 
the  course  of  time  would  share  the  desire 
to  see  Catholics  and  Protestants  worljing 
together  in  the  Universities,  regardless 
of  religious  or  political  differences,  tie 
and  his  hon.  friends  would  do  all  they 
could  to  make  the  scheme  a  success,  abd, 
although  they  had  their  (Joubts,  since  the 
denominatipnal  system  was  to  be  stefeo- 
typed,  his  colleagues  and  he  hoped  that 
notwithataading  its  dmw)3acks  and  disad- 
vantages, the  system  would  be  successful. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  young  (Cavan,  E.)  said 
that  as  a  Belfaat  man  and  as  the  oldest 
Member  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
Third  Reading  of  this  Bill.  In  reference 
to  Irish  measures,  it  Was  not  often  thst 
an  Irishman  in  that  House  was  justified  in 
using  language  of  congratulation.  After 
centuries  of  educational  starvation,  after 
yeara  of  injustice  to  the  majority,  after 
numerous  ineffectual  efforts  and  Minister- 
ial defeats^  that  a  solution  to  the  Uni- 
versity problem  should  have  been  dis- 
covered must  be  pleasing  to  the  accm- 
plished  Chief  Secretary  and  eminently 
satisfactory  to  the  Irish  nation.  All 
efforts  hitherto  had  failed  because  they 
were  directed  on  lines  unsuited  to  sectarian 
denominational  Ireland.  The  people  must 
be  governed  according  to  their  desires, 
which  was  the  constitutional  method. 
Although  the  country  was  sectarian  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  contrived  to  construct 
the  two  Universities  on  purely  academic 
lines,  and  at  the  same  time  he  had  created 
by  Senates  in  Dublin  and  Belfast  an 
atmosphere  in  which  the  inhabitants  of 
both  cities  could  live  and  breath  with 
plea8ure,and  thus  he  h^d  solved  a  difficult 
question  which  had  baffled  the  wit  of  man 
for  centuries.  As  a  Belfast  man  he 
could  say  that  every  man  in  Ulster  whose 
opinion  was  worth  having  was  favourable 
to  the  Bill  The  measure  was  greatly 
appreciated  in  Belfast — which  was  a 
young  town  that  had  risen  rapidly  to 
wealth  and  importance.  Until  late  in  the 
last  century  it  had  no  reputation  for 
learning,  much  less  for  culture,  but  the 
generation  of  toilers  who  had  passed 
away,  who  devoted  themselves  only  to  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  had  left  behind 
them  new  tastes  and  new  aspirations.  At 
present  in  the  city  and  throughout  Ulster 
there  was  a  growing  desire  for  literary 
and  scientific  study  which  could  only  be 
fostered  by  University  life.  In  Dublin 
the  new  University  must  be  still  a  greater 
boon.  It  would  afford  the  Catholic 
people  for  the  first  time  in  centuries 
the  opportunity  of  competing  with  their 
fellow  countrymen  for  positions  of  place 
and  power  and  at  last  remove  one  of  the 
disabilities  under  which  they  had  too  long 
suffered.  There  was  room  in  Ireland  for 
three  Universities.  In  Scotland,  a  smaller 
countty.    there    were    fou^^g^^ad 
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enabled   the  Scotsman  to  take  the  fore- 
most place  in  every  region  of  the  world 
where  money  was  to  be  made  or  responsi- 
bility acquired.    The  three  Universities 
in  Ireland  with  pending  reforms  in  ele- 
mentary   and    intermediate    education, 
would  tend  to  flush  the  channels  of  in- 
tellectual life,  widen  the  boundaries  of 
thought,    afford    the    means  of    parti- 
cipating   in    the    extension    of    human 
knowledge,  and  enable  her  brainy  sons  to 
take  their  place  in  competitive  examina- 
tions for  the  best  appointments  of  the 
Empire.     It  was  admitted  that  educa- 
tion, secular  and  religious,  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  progress  and  elevation 
of  a  nation,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
this  legislative  measure  would  be  largely 
availed  of,  to  acquire  that  useful  know- 
ledge necessary  even  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits as  well  as  in  all  other  industrial 
enterprises   in    Ireland.     That    any   re- 
presentative   of    an  Irish  constituency 
should  venture  to  oppose  this  educational 
measure  for  his  country  was  to  him  a 
marvel.     It  was  a  mercy  there  were  so 
few.     The  enemies  of  Ireland  were  happily 
diminishing  in  number  all  over   Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  but  there  were  still  a 
few  to  be  found  in  the  North-East  corner 
of  Ireland.     Even  there  they  were  rapidly 
diminishing.     The  trend  of  public  opinion 
led  one  to  believe  that  the  dawn    of  a 
brighter  day  was  nearing  for  that  beauti- 
ful  but   hitherto    ill-governed    country. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lvme)  said  that  Nonconformists  had 
been  twitted  with  having  otifled  their 
prejudices  in  allowing  this  Bill  to  pass, 
while  the  Nationalist  Members  had  not 
repressed  their  prejudices  and  allowed 
the  Education  Bill  for  England  to  pass. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  when  Noncon- 
formists had  allowed  Ireland  to  have 
Home  Rule  in  this  matter,  and  to  have 
the  higher  education  they  wanted,  they 


might  have  reciprocated  and  allowed 
the  Nonconformist's  to  have  their  Bill. 
He  was  sure  that  feeling  was  widely 
felt  throughout  the  country.  He  had 
received  a  letter  in  which  a  leading 
Primitive  Methodist  light  in  his  own 
constituency  said — 

"  I  am  now  expecting  in  a  few  days  to  be 
again  summoned  before  the  magistrates  for  the 
non-payment  of  the  objectionable  educational 
rate.  .  .  .  The  Government's  silence  is  aggra- 
vated by  contrast,  for  while  we  are  apparently 
abandoned  and  expected  to  take  it  lying  down, 
Ireland  is  to  have  its  University  Bill,  a  measure 
in  flat  contradiction  to  all  NonconfoimiEt 
principles  here.  The  Catholic  hierarchy  in  Ire- 
land gets  its  price,  while  we,  who  worked  as  for 
mo  e  than  life  or  death  under  promises  that 
three  years  ago  were  to  be  fulfilled  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  have  been  outwitted  by  lords 
and  bishops  and  over-reached  by  the  Irish 
Party." 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  Irish 
Party  voted  for  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  After  the  Bill 
had  been  so  modified  that  it  was  useless 
to  Nonconformists. 


Mr.    DILLON: 

Government's  Bill. 


It   was   your   own 


Mr.  WEDGWOOD  said  they  had 
heard  from  the  eloquent  Leader  of  the 
Irish  Party  and  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  City  of  the  gratitude  which 
Ireland  would  feel  for  the  passage  of 
this  Bill.  He  hoped  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Membei  for  Waterford  and  his 
friends  would  remember  when  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  education  was  proposed 
for  England  that  England  ought  to  le 
allowed  to  legislate  for  herself. 


Question  put. 


L 


The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  207 ;  Noer», 
^      (Division  List  No.  '223.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling- 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.  A.  J.(City  Lond) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beauchamp,  £. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervaso 

Mr.  Sofntul  Young. 


AYES. 

Bellairs,  Oarlyon 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Boland,  John 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burke,  E.  HaWland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charlea 
Byles,  WiUiam  PiUar^ 


Cameron,  Robert 
Carlile,  E.  Hildredl 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Condon,  Thomaa  Josoi^ 
Cooper,  G.  J. 
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Crean,  Eugene 
Ccookfl,  mlliam 
Cnltinan,  J.  ^ 

l)»Tie8,Sir  W.H6wel](Bd8to]^) 
2>elaa7,  ^miiam 
DevUii,  Joseph 
De^ar,  Sir  J.  A.  (InyernidsdpBli. 
iDilloD,  John 
Doneliia,  Captaiii  A.     J. 
Duckworth,  J^es 
Puffy,  William  J.^ 
DonoaD,  C  (Barrow-in-Furness 
pt9iiie,BCajor  E.Martin(WalsaU 
Bmnonde,  Sir  Thomas  ' 
JCrerett,  B^  Laeey  V 
Fanell,  Jamea  Patrick 
5%ll,Arthnr 
i^ignson,  R.  0. Mimro* 
Ffrenck,  Bster 
neld*  William 
Findlay,  Alexander , 
Flavin,  Ifichael  Joseph 
)!lymi,  James  Gfaribtopher 
fVnster,  Hevy  William 
Gilhooly,  Jamea  ; 

piad8tone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
%}Iendinning,  R.  G. 
tGkKxsh,  George  Ftet>ody  (Bath) 
t^reenwood,  G.  (Peterborongh) 
<3nllaod,  John  W. 
Owynn,  Stephen  Looiua  . 
Halpin,  J. 

'Bazooort,  Robert  y.(Mont^ose) 
Gardie>  J.KeIr  (MeHhyr  Tydvil 
Harrington,  Timothy 
.Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  Letris  (Monmonth) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Haweton^  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Heatcni,  John  ttenniker 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Dnrham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W. ) 
Henry;  C&iarles  S. 
'Hobaft,  Sir  Robert 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Howaid,  Hon.  Geo£Erey 
Hndson,  Walter 
Blingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jofdon,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kekewioh;  Sir  Geom 
Kennedv,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael . 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn  Sir  Alez.F 
Barrie,  H«  1.  (Londonderry,K.) 
Corbett,CH  (Snssez,E.GriDst'd 
Cox,  Harold 

C;raig,Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,S 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 
Dixon- Hartland,SirFred  IKxon 
Fetherstonhaugh,  C}odfrey 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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.  KUbride,DQnU 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lament,  Nonhan 

Lardner,  James  C!airige  Bnshe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lehmann,  H.  C 

Lever,  A.  tievy(Essex^  Harwifch 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice  \ 

Uoyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Limdon,  W.       - .        * 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Mi^onald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B*ghs 

Maokamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeiU^  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacYeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 
'MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.) 

M*Hug^  Patrick  A. 

M'Kec^  John 

M'KiJyk>p^  W. 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W,) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mfll^ie,  J, 

Mbagher,  Miehael 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim;N) 

iMeehan,  Patrick  A.(Queen*s  Co 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Mooney,  J.  J.  ' 

MocveU,  Philip 

Mtpmaghan,  George   . 

Murphy,  Johh  (Kerry, -East)^ 

-Myer,  Horatio 
'  Nannetti.  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Nicholson,€9ia.tl6s  X.(Donoast*r 

Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton^  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard  . 

Nuttall,  Harry 
.  O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 

0  Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Coimor,  T.  P.  (Livwpool) 

CyDoherty,  Philip 

O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O^Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O^Kelly,  James  (Roacommon»N 

O'MaUey,  William 

(yShaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John' ' . 

Paul,  Herbert 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) . 

Pease,Herbert  Pike(Darlingto  n 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pollarid,  Dr. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  £.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.  [ 

NOES. 

(Gordon,  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Loiig,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 
MacGaw,  William  J.  MaoGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
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Radford^aH. 
Rea»  Rmsell  (OkmoMleir) 
Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  John^.  (Waterford) 
Redmdnd,  William  (Clare) 
ReM,J.D. 

Richards,T.F.(Wolv^rh'mpt*   . 
Roberts,  Charle«  H^  (]>hiooln>- 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robsdn,  Sir  William  Snowdoa 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  Jomi  (Galway,  East) 
Rogers,  F.  B.  Newman 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Bren^ord) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Maachester) 
Scott,  A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (S^fford) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smyth,  ThomasF.  (Lditrim,  S.) 
Soames,  Aithdr  Welledey 
Stanm,  H«  Y. 

Stantey,  Albert  (iStaffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh. 
Strichey,  Sir  ^ward       ' 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  Ead) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon)       ^ 
Stuart,  James  (Sunilerlaiid) .    \ 
Sutherland,  J.  K 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) ' 
Thome,  G.  R<  (Wolverhampton 
Torrance*  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  FhO^pi .    J 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose. 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,Rt.Hh.E  (Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cadioart  (Orkney ) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
White,  J.  D,  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E:  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  John  Heniy  (Halifax) 
Williams,Llewelyn  (Carmarthe 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood;  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yomiff,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tszxnts  won  tbm  Atis — 
Master  of  Elibsnk  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis. 


.Sloan,  Thomas  Hdnry 
WiUoughby  de  Ereeby,  Lord    ] 
Younger,  George 

Tbllbbs  fob  TBI  Nobs— Mr. 
Lonsdale  and  Mr.  Moore. 
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FINANCE  61LL.' 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

{      "•■■-■    )..  ■  '     . 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 

".That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time.'*— (Afr.   Lloyd^George.) 

'  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cestershire,'  E.) :  When  the  history 
of>  this  Parliament  comes  to,  be  written 
I  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  should  be 
found  that  the  Finance  Bill  of  the 
present  year  is  the  most  important 
with  which  this  Parliament  has  had 
to  deal,  alike  in  the  precedents  which 
it  sets,  lip  and  in  the  effect  which  it  has 
on  our  future  fortunes.  The  first  of 
^these  precedents  is  connected  with  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  discuss  the  Bill. 
The  Government  has  taken  the  discus- 
sion at  a  later  period  of  the  session  than, 
I  think,  has  ever  before  been«the  case 
in  a  session  of  Parliament  which  was 
interrupted  by  no  Qovemment  crisis 
or  a  dissolution  of  Parliament,  and  they 
)  have  placed  the  Third  Readhig  of  the 
Bill  as  the  second  Order  at  a  Saturday 
sitting  .towards  the  end  of  Jidy  at  a  time 
when  it  is  impossible  to  expect  the  House, 
as  is  perfectly  obvious  from  its  appearance 
at  the  present  moment,  to  give  serious 
.attention  to  the  great  problems  involved, 
,'  and  wh^  it  is  impossible  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  fairly  and  representa- 
tively upon  the  merits  of  the  measure. 
Under  these  circumstanc^,  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  course  which, 
during  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill, 
I  had  indicated  I  meant  to  take,  and 
shall  not  make  the  Motion  for  the  re- 
jection of  the  Bill,  the  hope  of  doing 
which  was  at  once  IJie  excuse  and  justifi- 
cation for  taking  no  detailed  part  in  the 
discussions  and  divisions  which  accom- 
panied the  Committee  stage.  I  take 
note  of  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  this  respect  and  of  the  new  precedent 
which  they  are  creating  for  Finance  Bills. 
Finance  Bills  as  we  go  on  are  not 
likely  to  become  less  important,  less 
complicated,  or  perhaps  leass  contentious. 
But  the  Government  with  all  their 
responsibility  have  set  a  precedent  for 
the  treatment  of  such  Bills  from  which 
probably  neither  this  Parliament  nor 
future  Parliaments  can  '  escape.  More 
important  thi^n  the  procedure  in  relation 


to  these  Bills  are  th&  iiitriiisic  merits  of 
the    Government's    financial    proposals 
themselves,    and   in   that   respect    this 
Bill  stands  out  as  one  of  quite  excepti<Hial 
and    extraordinary   importance.    It    is 
one    of    an    unparalleled   character,    I 
think,    in   our   financial   history.     The 
Government  this  year  have  been  engaged 
in  laying  finanml  burdens  upon   the 
countiy  in  pursuit  of  a  great  scheme 
of  social  reform  of  a  character  and  of 
an  amount  which  are  wholly  unparalleled 
in    our    history.    They    have,    I    had 
almost  said,  by  a  stroke  of  the   pen, 
but  I  would  say  by  a  single  measure, 
laid  these  great  financial  buid«is  upon 
the  country  and  on  the  future  taxpayer, 
but  what  constitutes  the  most  remarkable 
feature  of  their  policy  is  that  whilst  by 
a  single  act  they  have  assumed  tiiese 
great    burdens    they    have    made    no 
provision  for  meeting  the  new  liabilities 
that  are  created,  and  they  have  given  no 
intimation  of  tiie  way  in  which  they 
propose  to  make  good  the  gap  yuwning 
before    us    between    expenditure    and 
revenue.    Of    the    many    expectations 
held  out  by  the  Government  and  its 
supporters    at    the    last   election,    and 
whilst  they  were  in  opposition,    none 
was  more  constantly  repeated  than  the 
assurance  that  they  would  reduce  the 
expenditure  of  the  cotmtry.    They  have 
failed  in  the  two  years  that  they  have 
been  in  power  to  reduce  that  expendi- 
ture, and  now  by  their  action  in  the 
present    session   they    have   made    re- 
duction   of    expenditure    in    future  an 
impossibility.     They  have  remitted  here 
and   there    a    tax   or  a    portion    of    a 
tax,   but  they  are;    collecting  a   larger 
revenue  than  any  of  their  predecessors 
have  ever  attempted  to  collect  in  time 
of  peace,  and  that  revenue  is,  by  confes- 
sion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  burdens  which 
the   House   of  Commons  have   already 
laid  on  the  people.    At  what  moment 
are  they  doing  it  ?     They  are  doing  it 
at  the  close  of  a  succession  of  prosperous 
years  in  which  the  revenue  has  advanced 
by  great  leips,  but  when  already  the 
signs  of  a  reaction  are  everywhere  patent 
around  us,  when  by  the  ChanceUo:  of 
the    Exchequer's    confession    taxes   are 
yielding  less  than  they  did  before,  and 
when  there  is,  therefore,  special  reason 
to  regard  ^t^.^j^ialeS^c^^uspi 
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all  new  burdens  which  we  have  not  yet 
decided  how  to  meet.    It  used  to  be 
the  boast  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  under 
Mr.  Gladstone  it  was  a  boast  that  the 
Party  could  rightly  make,   that  they 
steadily  pursued  in  office  a  reduction 
of  our  expenditure,   and  that  though 
reduction    can    never    be    sudden,    as 
increase    may    be,    when    they   had  a 
fair  field  and  a  reasonable  time  before 
them  they  did  do  something  to  reduce 
the   annual    national    liabilities.      The 
present  Government  are  acting  on  an 
entirely   different   principle.    They   are 
not  merely  extending  liabilities  beyond 
the  provision  that  they  make  this  year, 
but  they   are   encouraging   hopes   and 
expectations   which  subsequent   Parlia- 
ments will  be  expected  to  fulfil,   and 
which  must  themselves  involve  an  in- 
crease of  the  very  liabilities  for  which 
the  G(ovemment  are  at  present  {ailing 
to  provide.    There  is  another  aspect  of 
the  case  which  renders  this  matter  one 
(rf '  increased   gravity.    I   have   spoken 
of  our  domestic  situation,  of  the  want 
of  elasticity  in  the  existing  taxes,  and 
of  the  need  for  caution,  therefore,  in 
regard  to  our  national   finances.    But 
is  not   the    international   position  one 
which  also  requires  and  demands  our 
careful  consideration  in  respect  of  this 
matter,  having  regard  to  the  liabilities 
which  may  arise  out  of  our  international 
relations,  which  do  not  depend  solely 
upon  our  action,  and  yet  may  at  any 
moment  involve  us  in  the  heaviest  ex- 
penditure which  the  country  has  ever 
seen!     I  do   not   know  whether   other 
Members  of  this  House  have  read  as  I 
did    the    speech    which    Lord    Cromer 
delivered  on  the   Old-age  Pensions  Bill 
in  another  place.    I  di£er  widely  from 
Lord  Ciomer  as  to  the  proper  basis  and 
character    of    our    fiscal    S3rstem,    but 
although  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  accused  tariff  reformers  of  having 
spoken  in  ignominious  terms  of  Lord 
Cromer  at  the  moment  he  chose  to  differ 
from  them  on  the  fiscal  question,  not  one 
of  them  has  ever  used  language  about 
Lord  Cromer  which  did  not  recognise 
his  great  authority  and  the  wealth  of 
experience    which   he    brought    to    the 
consideration  not  merely  of  fiscal  but 
of  political  questions.    Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  are   very   glad  to    quote   the 
i^uthority  of  Lord  Cromer  on  behalf  of 


his  fiscal  views.  Will  they  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  his  warning  as  to  the  result  of 
the  financial  course  on  which  they  are 
now  embarking.  He  said  the  other 
day — 

^  What,  I  would  ask,  in  the  present  condition 
of  Bnrope,  is  the  main  duty  which  deyolves  on 
the  GoTomment  of  this  ooiintryT  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  no  sort  of  hesitation  in  replying  to 
this  question.  Their  main  duty  is  to  make 
provision  betimes  for  the  European  conflict 
which  may  not  improbably  be  forced  on  us 
before  many  years  have  elapsed.  I  am  aware 
that  the  mass  of  the  people  of  this  country,  who 
do  not  follow  foreign  aflfairs  with  any  very  close 
attention,  are  not  alive  to  the  possibility  of  any 
such  conflict  taking  place.  I  say  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  Government  sifted  with  both 
patriotism  and  foresight,  who  have  means  of 
information  at  their  disposal  which  is  not  avail- 
able to  the  general  public*  to  provide  betimes 
for  that  danger — a  danger  of  which  I,  in  common, 
I  believe,  with  most  people  who  can  speak  with 
real  authority  on  foreign  affairs,  am  very 
firmly  convuu^*' 

Now,   what  provision   are  Government 
making  for  a  time  of  possible  danger  of 
that    kind  ?    They    are    making    none. 
Their  attitude  ia  not  purely  negative ; 
their  attitude  is  one  of  positive  destruc* 
tion  of  the  resources  on  which  we  should 
count.    It  has  been  a  favourite  thesis 
of  the  Party  opposite — and  not  confined 
to  them,  for  at  different  times  Mr.  Dis- 
raeli lent  the  weight  of  his  authority  to 
it — that  the  surest  preparation  for  the 
emergency  of  a  great  international  con- 
flict  in   which   this   country  might   be 
engaged,  is  notthe  piling  upof  armaments, 
but  the  piling  up  of  financial  resources 
with  which  to  meet  them.    I  accept  that 
statement  only  with  great  qualification. 
War  in  recent  times,  perhaps  in  all  times, 
has  not  been  a  matter  of  improvisation. 
Least  of  all  is  it  possible  to  improvise 
either  the  material  or  the  per^onneJ  of  war 
in  the  highly  scientific  and  highly  trained 
day  in  which  we  live.     Therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  short-sighted  indeed 
if  we  allowed  our  defensive  forces  to  fall 
below  the  highest  standard  of  efficiency 
that  we  are  able  to  obtain.    But  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  deny  that  second  only 
to  our  naval  and  military  forces  for  the 
purposes  of  a  great  war  are  the  financial 
resources,  which  indeed  depend  on  the 
efficiency  of  naval  and  military  strength 
to  give  them  time  to  develop  and  us  time 
to  use  them,  but  which  are  rather  the 
life   blood   of  a   struggle   of   any  long 
continuance.    How  arc  these  aflected  by 
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the  financial  policy  of  the  present  Goyem- 
ment  ?  When  Mr.  Gladstone  studied 
economy  and  not  less  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  naval  and  military  prepara- 
tions of  the  Empire,  he  was  careful  s6 
to  husband  the  financial  resources  he  set 
free,  that  in  the  case  of  a  great  emergency 
they  might  be  readily  available  to  meet 
the  finiemcial  pressure  that  might  come 
upon  us.  But  that  is  not  what  the 
Government  are  doing  now.  The  finan- 
cial resources  which  the  Government  have 
abandoned  are  of  two  kinds.  Thei^  are 
the  taxes  which  they  have  abandoned, 
not  primarily  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  unnecessary,  but  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  intrinsically  and  on  principle 
bad  and  ought  never  to  have  been  im- 
posed. The  tax  on  the  export  of  coal 
was  abandoned,  not  because  we  did  not 
want  the  money  that  it. provided,  but 
because  the  Government  objected  to  it 
on  principle  an4.  held  it  to  be  a  ,tax  to 
w^ch  we,  ought  i^  ,j^o  circumstances  to 
have  recourse.  The  sugar  tax  which  they 
are  reducing  this  year  fell,  in  their  eyes, 
into  the  same  category.  T^Y^p  only  reduction 
which  has  been  ma^e,  wjiich,  in  their 
opinion,  according  to  their  principles  it 
would  be  legitimate  to  go  back  upon,  is 
thj?  small  reduction  t)f  a  penny  in  the 
tea  duty.  The  other  reductions  which 
have  been  made  oj)l  sugar  and  on  coal 
have  been  possible  only  by  maintaining 
the  direct  taxes  at  the  full  rate  at  which 
they  stood  when  the  (Jovemment  assumed 
6ffice.  They  have  provided  no  additional 
resources ;  they  have,  in  fact,  destroyed 
or  abandoned  part  of  the  resources  on 
which  we  liad  to  draw  when  they  came 
into  office  if  we  were  faced  with  a  new 
^ar.  Now,  for  the  purposes  of  war  we 
have  two  great  financial  resources.  We 
have  the  amount  which  we  devote  under 
normal  conditions  of  peace  to  the  annual 
reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  and 
which  on  any  great  emergency  of  war  we 
can  suspend  and  devote  instead  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  We  have,  in 
addition,  the  amount  by  which  the  taxes 
which  we  levy  can  be  raised  without 
impairing  their  yield  and  without  in- 
flicting too  great  a  hardship  on  our 
people.  To  the  resources  of  taxation 
the  Government  have  added  nothing. 
From  them  they  have  subtracted  much. 
The  resources  of  the  Sinking  Fund  they 
had  annoimced  their  intention  of  apply- 
Mr,  Austen  Cho/mbcrhin. 


ing  next  year,  not  in  order  to  meet 
a  great  emergency,  but  in  order  to  help 
them  over  the  financial  difficulties 
which  they  and  their  policy  have 
created.  What  the  effect  of  the  policy 
they  h4ve  pursued  may  .be  on  the  public 
I  opinion  of  the 'country  I  do  net  know. 
I  observe  that  Lord  Cromer,  approaching 
the  question,  as  I  have^said,  bom  a  very 
different  point  of  view  from  mine,  accuses 
the  Government  of  making  a  great  breach 
in  the  walls  of  the  stronghold  that  they 
were  put  there  to  defend,  and  I  think  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  great  and  in- 
tolerable strain  which  the  Government 
are  placing  upon  our  present  narrow 
fiscal  resources  will  make  more  converts 
to  fiscal  reform  than  all  the  speeches 
which  fiscal  reformers  have  been  deliver- 
ing in  the  country.  For  my  own 
part,  whatever  may  be  the  effect  of 
I  the  Budget  in  helping  forward  tiie 
question  of  tariff  reform,  of  which  I 
am  anxious  to  see  the  fruition,  I  regret — 
I  more  than  regret,  I  view  with  great 
anxiety,  the  financial  situation  the  Gov- 
ernment has  created,  and  the  financial 
liabilities  left  for  other  years  to  meet. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  consistent  or  honest 
finai^oe  to  offer  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  country  the  great  boon  of  old-age 
pensions,  coupling  with  it  at  the  same 
time  relief  from  part  of  the  taxation  they 
now  pay.  When  such  a  proposal,  essen- 
tially confined  to  the  poorer  classes,  so 
costly,  so  vast  in  its  character  is  made, 
while  the  Government  has  a  right  to  call 
on  every  class  ii^  the  communil^  to  con* 
tribute  to  this  great  social  reform,,  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  responsible  states* 
men  to  call  on  those  who  will  be  the 
beneficiaries  imder  the  new  scheme  to 
make  some  contribution  towards  the 
expenditure  instead  of  teaching  them 
that  they  can  not  only  receive  tlus  boon 
without  contributing  towards  it»  but 
receive  it  in  conjunction  with  relief  from 
taxation  which  they  have  shared  with 
others  who  will  be  excluded  from  any 
benefit  under  the  scheme.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  national  and  domestic 
politics  this  is  an  imwise  step^for  the 
Government  to  take ;  it  sets  a  bad  pre- 
cedent, and  in  the  hands,  if  not  of  this 
Gover^ment,  of  those  who  may  follow 
them,  will  lead  to  the  temptation  on  the 
part  of  those  seeking  entrance  to  the 
House  to  purchase  the  support  of  tho^ 
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masses  in  constituencies  by  raising  hopes 
of  progressive  relief  in  the  same  direction. 
On  this  ground,' and  because  it  goes 
dangerously  near  inaugurating  a'  vast 
system  of  national  political  corruption^  I 
regret  the  Budget  proposals.    I  regret 
them  because  of  the  strain  placed  on  Our 
financial  resources  at  a  critical  time,  and 
because  of  the  encouragement  given  by 
action   and   speeches — ^notably   by   the 
ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer — ^to  those 
who  are  seeking  now  still  further  to  reduce 
our  naval  and  military  f orees,  and  to  rely 
not,  on  defensive  preparations,  but  oh 
soft  words  and  good  intentions  in  a  situa- 
tion where  our  contemporaries  trust  to 
stronger  measures.    Viewing  the  Budget 
in  this  light,  I  regret  that  circumstances, 
and  the  way  in  which  the  Government  have 
used  their  control  of  business,  prevent 
me  from  taking  the  opimon  of  Members 
in  a  full  House.    I  do  not  ^^lalify  what  I 
have  said  on  the  Report  stage  and  only 
regret   that  the  circumstances   of   the 
time  have  led  mc)  to  confine  my  protest  to 
speech. 

*Mb.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  noted  as 
a  curious  accompaniment  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  argument  against  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  passing  the 
Qld-age  Pensions  Bill  that  he  voted  for 
that  Bill.  It  was  a  position  not  easy  to 
understand.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
laid  great  stress  on  the  duty  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  t6  retain  taxation  upon  those  who 
were  to  receive  the  benefit; of  pensions, 
and,  on  the  surface,  the  argument  was 
attractive ;  but,  looked  at  closely,  it 
woiild  be  seen  that,  as  this' was  not  a  pro- 
posal that  the  taxpayer  should  provide 
his  own  pension,  but  that  he  should 
provide  olier  people's,  it  would  be  absurd 
to  place  a  burden  upon  those  who  were 
considered  too  poor  to  pay  their  own 
pension.  If  taxation  was  to  be  used 
aa  a  metsms  for  redressijig  the  inequalities 
of  fortune,  clearly  it  would  be  absurd  to 
tax  people  to  provide  money  for  others 
less  poor  than  themselves.  That  was 
what  they  were  going  to  do,  because  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  remarked 
to  the  friendly  societies  deputation  that 
an  extra  shilling-  would  be  given  to 
the  man  ^with  12s.  a  wee^  ^^which 
he  might  spend  in  tobacco.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  Chancellor 
of    the    Exchequer    regarded    tobacco 


as  a.  necessary  of  life.  Surely  it  was 
absurd  to  tax  families  who  had  only  12s. 
a  week  to  live  upon,  and  to  snatch  away 
some  of  their  food,  in  order  to  give  Is.  a 
week  for  tobacco  to  an  old  man  who 
already  had  12s.  and  only  himself  to 
keep.  If  this  was  to  be  the  destinatioi^ 
of  our  taxes  it  was  unjust  to  impose  tay 
taxation  at  all  upon  the  very  poor.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  taxatidn  Was  con- 
fined to  providing  for  common  national 
purposes,  he  held  that,  however  poor 
a  man  was,  he  ought  to  contribute  some- 
thing to  the  upkeep  of  the  nation  to  which 
he  belonged,  and  from  what  he  knew,  of 
the  poorer  classes  they  were  willing  to  do 
so.  They  realised  they  were  part  of  the 
nation  as  a  whole,  and  were  not  merely 
concerned  with  the  necessities  of  life ; 
they  did  not  live  for  bread  alone ;  they  had[ 
a  pride  in  their  country,  and  were  willing 
I  to  eontribute  towards  national  purposes ; 
but,  if  the  new  principle  was-  to  be 
adopted  and  taxation  used  to  subsidise' 
the  moderately  poor,  it  was  absurd  to 
tax  those  who  were  yet  pooler.  ' 

.*SiR  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hytbe> 
moved:  "That  this  .House  declines  to 
proceed  with  a  n^easure.  which,  while 
reducing  substantially  the  tax  on  sufi^r, 
the  Ipr^uce  of  foreign  countries,,  doea 
nothing  to  relieve  the  burden  of  the  tax 
on  tea,  an  infinitesimal  part  of  which  is 
imported  from  possessions  other  than  our 
own ;  and,  while  parting  with  a  large, 
part  of  revenue,  renders  the  discharge 
of  prospective  obligations  of  unknown 
magnitude  embarrassing  to  the  finances 
and  injurious  to  the  credit  of  the 
State."  He  assured  the  House  that  he 
was  not  actuated  by  any  considerations 
of  a  party  character,  but  rather  that  ho 
was  filled  with  unaffected  misgivings  as 
to  the  trend  and  tendency  as  much  as  to 
the  actual  scheme  which  this  year's 
Budget  represented.  His  hon.  friend 
ithe  Member  for  Preston  had  just  taxed 
ihis  right  hon.  friend  the  Member^ for 
iEast  Worcestershire  with  inconsistency 
in  not  opposing  the  Old-age  Pension  Bill, 
land  yet  with  condemning  the  Budget.' 
iThe  inconsistency  was  only  apparent. 
He  himself  followed  exactly  the  same 
icourse,  and  what  they  objected  to  waa 
'that  the  Government,  in  view  of  the* 
colossal  commitments  in  which  they  were 
involved,  ^should    light-heartedly    part 
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with  revenue  such  as  the  sugar  tax. 
That  was  the  whole  point,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  on 
consideration  see  that  there  was  some 
method  in  the  plan  which  they  had 
pursued.  If  there  was  one  feature  which 
more  saliently  stood  out  than  another  in 
this  Bill,  it  was  the  determination,  im- 
plied if  not  avowed,  to  afford  no  relief  to 
the  payers  of  direct  taxation.  That 
justified  their  belief  that  it  was  in  pur- 
suance of  a  settled  policy  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  gradually  to 
exonerate  and  ultimately  wholly  to  re- 
lieve those  who  contributed  to  the 
indirect  taxation,  those  who  represented 
four-fifths  if  not  seven-eighths  of  the 
population,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
present  burdens,  and  to  impose  fresh 
charges  upon  the  remaining  one-eighth. 
That  might  be  magnificent,  heroic  finance, 
but  it  was  neither  business  nor  practical 
politics.  Anything  but  a  moderate  in- 
come-tax used  to  be  considered  a  sort  of 
reserve,  a  kind  of  nest  egg  for  periods  of 
emergency.  Under  the  new  dispensation 
we  appeared  to  have  changed  all  that, 
and  he  could  not,  therefoire,  resist  the 
conclusion  that  when  times  of  stress  and 
trouble  arrived,  as  they  must  in  the 
chances  and  changes  of  European  or 
international  politics,  we  should  find  that 
that  egg  woidd  assume  attenuated  and 
shrunken  proportions.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister had  somewhat  lightly  repealed  the 
coal  tax,  every  shilling  of  which  practi- 
cally was  paid  by  the  foreign  consumer, 
because  he  was  unable  to  obtain  that 
hard,  smokeless  coal  elsewhere,  and 
basing  himself  upon  the  well-accepted 
maxims  of  political  economy,  he  (Sir 
Edward  Sassoon)  said  without  fear  of 
challenge  that  the  incidence  of  the 
tax  inevitably  fell  upon  the  foreigner. 
[Dissent.]  If  that  was  doubted  he 
would  go  to  the  highest  authority  in  the 
House.  It  would  be  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  hon.  Members  that  when  the 
Prime  Minister  was  asked  to  abolish  the 
tax  for  the  few  months  that  remained  in 
1906,  the  repeal  having  been  already 
decided  on,  he  distinctly  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  mean  anything 
over  £800,000  to  the  foreigner.  Sir 
George  Livesey,  also  an  authority,  the 
Chairman  of  the  South  Metropolitan 
6as  Company,  employing  5,000  hands, 
and    the    inaugurator    of    co-operative 

Sir  Edward  Sassoon. 


profit  sharing,  told  his  shareholders  that 
their  gas  bill  for  the  year  immediately 
following  that  repeal  showed  an  increase 
of  no  less  than  £250,000  sterling.  So 
that  a  prime  ingredient  in  all  industries, 
an  article  of  necessity  to  every  hut  and 
cottage,  had  been  raised  in  price  by  the 
direct  action  of  the  Government,  while  a 
clear  present  of  £2,000,000  sterling  a 
year  had  been  made  to  foreign  manu- 
facturers. That  was  a  curious  frame  of 
mind  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Whenever  they  were  moved  by  a  spirit  of 
generosity,  it  seemed  that  it  was  towards 
the  foreigner  that  their  yearnings  in- 
stinctively turned.  He  had  already 
alluded  to  the  coal  tax.  They  had 
refused  to  renew  the  registration  duty 
upon  com,  which  brought  in  millions 
without  in  the  slightest  degree  affecting 
the  price  of  bread.  But  let  that  pass. 
Now  they  had  the  tea  and  the  sugar  tax. 
Which  of  these  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man select  for  relief  ?  How  did  they 
stand  relatively  to  each  other  ?  Both 
were  articles  of  universal  consumption. 
Both  had  become  commodities  of  neces- 
sary luxury  to  the  poor,  but  whereas  tea 
was  imported  from  our  own  fellow- 
subjects,  which  gave  employment  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  lowly  agricul- 
turists in  India  and  Ceylon,  sugar,  with 
the  insignificant  exception  of  what  was 
imported  from  our  West  Indian  Colonies, 
we  got  from  possessions  other  than  our 
own.  The  ftime  Minister  told  them 
that  the  sugar  tax  was  bringing  in  six 
millions  of  money,  and  that  that  was  the 
soundest  aigument  against  its  being 
lightly  touched.  Might  he  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  brought  in 
less  now  ?  Under  this  benevolent  ad- 
ministration what  were  they  going  to  do  1 
Did  they  relieve  tea  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
It  was  sugar  that  was  the  object  of  their 
affections,  and  as  regards  tea,  there  was 
none  so  poor  to  do  it  reverence.  This 
incorrigible  sub-conscious  bias  to  benefit 
the  stranger  and  to  ignore  one's  own 
people  was  revealed  to  the  House  in  the 
altruistic  psychology  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  an  amazing  and  a  monoton* 
ous  consistency.  The  Government  were 
engaged,  and  properly  so,  in  punishing 
those  who  were  endeavouring  to  foment 
sedition  among  the  ignonoxt  and  ill- 
balanced   min^g.,m^  ^L^^^^  what 
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were  they  doing  for  the  peaceful,  the  law- 
abiding,  and  the  staunchly  loyal  portion 
of  the  people  ?  They  talked  of  con- 
ciliating them,  and  he  was  convinced 
they  talked  sincerely.  Here  was  a 
chance.  Let  them  remove  the  extra  tax 
upon  t^,  imposed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
war,  and  they  would  have  done  more  to 
convince  the  Indians  of  their  earnest 
desire  to  encourage  them  in  the  arts  of 
peace  than  any  number  of  those  vague 
and  nebulous  schemes  which,  from  their 
very  nature,  must  take  years  to  develop 
and  to  come  to  fruition.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  deluded  himself  into  the 
beUef  that  capital  was  accumulatin  g  in  this 
country  at  a  rate  which  he  called  coloesal. 
But  it  was  notorious  that  capital  was  leav 
ing,  and  had  been  leaving  the  country. 
When  he  ask  the  Prime  Minister  a  question 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  on  that 
veiy  subject,  he  seemed  to  belittle  this 
remarkable  phenomenon,  and  said  it 
was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  return 
of  capital,  by  greater  vigilance  and 
stringency  in  the  collection  of  revenue, 
and  he  would  make  him  a  piesent  of 
a  further  admission,  that  some  securities 
held  abroad  had  now  entered  the  dividend 
paying  list,  but  after  all  was  said  and 
dcme,  and  after  all  these  deductions 
had  been  made,  there  still  remained  a 
huge  amou'tt  which  had  bee^  driven 
out  of  the  country.  The  figures  supplied 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  testified 
to  this.  It  was  true  they  were  getting 
the  interest  on  the  capital,  but  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  see  that  the 
capital  went  to  fertilise  and  irrigate 
foreign  indu^ries  abroad,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  British  workman  at  home  ? 
Why,  we  were  faat  becoming  rent 
chargers.  We  were  creating  a  sort  of 
absentee  landlordism  in  British  capital. 
Was  that  a  prospect  so  alluring  and 
80  satiFfactory  to  the  right  hon.  wntle- 
man*s  financial  conscience  ?  Then  there 
was  another  gross  misconception.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  he 
went  upon  that  ill-starred  pilgrimage  to 
the  shrine  of  free  trade,  North- West 
Manchester,  indulged  in  several  state- 
ments— ^promises  to  working  men,  thick 
as  the  showers  .of  Danae,  sops  to  the 
Jews,  doles  to  the  Catholics,  free  bets 
taken  and  offered  about  old-age  pensions 
— ^but  there  was  one  point  which  it  would 
qe  a  pity  not  to  rescue  from  unmerited 


oblivion.    He  talked  about  the  expan- 
sion in    the  exports  of  cotton  fabrics.. 
He  said,   with  that  picturesqueness  of 
language  of  which  he  was  so  great  a . 
master —  ... 

"  Look !  See  how  your  industry  has  proB- 
pered  during  the  last  year !  llheie  was  morer 
tmsiness  in  one  district  of  Lancashire  than  in  the. 
whole  of  the  United  States  pnt  together.". 

If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  ad* 
dressing  some  befogged  and   benighted* 
elector^  thebackwoods  or  the  backw&ters 
of  the  Lake  District,  he  could  have  under- 
stood it,  but  he  was  addressing  the  most 
enlight^ed   and  the   most  wide-awake 
electors  in  this  country,  and  the  best 
proof  of  their  perspicacity  was  seen  in 
the   fact   that   they   had  returned    his 
hon.  friend  whom  he  saw  near  him  to 
represent   them   in   this   House.    They- 
knew  what  he  must  charitably  assume 
was  removed  from  the  purview  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  knowledge,  that, 
the  average  price  of  m^dling  American' 
cotton  in  1907  was  something  like.  ^.^ 
a  pound  higher  than  it  was  in   1906,' 
and  that  thia  increase  in  the  price  of> 
the    raw    material    represented    almost 
within  the  sixteenth  i»rt  of  a  ^.  the: 
11   per  cent,   mcrease   in   the  imports 
over  1906  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   called     attention.    To    be    quite 
accurate,    the    increase  worked  out  at 
10*08.     This  represents  no  increase  in 
trade   profits,    not   a   penny   more   in. 
wages,   not  an  ounce  of  extra  employ- 
ment.  •  Let    him    now    revert    for    an 
instant  to  the  problem  of  fresh  sources 
of    revenue.    The    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer's  name  was  indelibly  identified . 
with  three  enactments  on  the  Statute-, 
books  of  the  realm  which,  by  universal 
admission,  had  enured  to  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  country.    He  (Sir  Edward 
Sassoon)  was  only  a  humUie  searcher 
after  the   truth.    He  was  disposed  to 
sit  at  the  feet  of  this  modem  QamalieU 
and  was  tempted  to  ask. him  why,  i£ 
it  was  right  to  protect  the  outcome  of 
a  man's  brains  and.  skill,  aa  was  done 
in   the   Patents   Act,   it  should   be   so 
fri^tfully    wrong    to    protect    another 
man's  unskilled   work.    Again,  why, .  i£ 
it  was  permissible  to  protect  the  British 
seaman  from  the  competition  and  th^ 
lower  standard  of  living  of  his  foreign^ 
and    Asiatic   rival,    it   should   be   puce 
anathema  to   protegl^i^iJj{)i[3fellow-worke»' 
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and^anow-subj^bt  fpoih  tEe'oompetWbti 
of  th6^)alifi)firian  fields,  s^y  ho^  UiniiM. 
hf   Cfthieae'  cultivators,    dir '^froin  '  th6 
sweated,^  certainly  tariff-protected  and 
bounty-fed,  manufactures  of  the  polyg^dt 
populatioiv  of  tke  United  States/   These 
phenomena  i^yre' sinking  into i^emhtdB 
ofthe 5^]^le he^.    Th^%ereb«giilniilg 
to   pu^rie   thiilgs  btit'fdr' themielYea. 
The  'Sphihz-like  attitude  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemezk  opposite  afforded  them  neither 
light,  leading,  nor  guidance.    He  knew 
they  did  not  like  the  bother  of  f-KinlriTig 
out   solutions    for   novel    aspects   and 
phases  of  devolution  of  economic  mani- 
festations going  on  all  the  worid  over. 
They  could  do  i^t  with  impunity  when 
trade  was  brisk  and  manufacturers  were 
prospering.    But   now   that   they   had 
entered .  upon   a   period   of   slackening 
activity  and  deflated  traded  when  they 
had  launched  the  ship  of  State  upon 
a   career   of   ambitious   social  xeform, 
now  that  our  colonists^  tired  of  knocking 
at  our  dooBi»  haa  sturted  arrangements 
with    foreign    nations,    the    inevitable 
efSect  of  which  must  be  enormously  to 
reduce  the  preferential  advantages  they 
spontaneously    offered    us,    were    the 
Government  still  going  to  rub   along, 
to  'muddle  through  upon  their  restricted 
schedule  of  taxation,  or  were  they  going 
to  tanq>e!r  with  the  normal  operations 
forj'the   reduction   of    debt    in    times 
of     peace  ?       From      some      obseifva- 
tions     which     fell     from     the     ftime 
Minister,  he  feared  he  had  given  a  direct 
incentive  to  his  successor  at  theTreastiiy 
to  embark  upon  some  such  predatory 
enterprise.    With  heavy  Naval  Estimates 
looming  before  us  if  the  Prime  Minister's 
pledge  was  to  be  carried  out,  as  they 
hoped  and  believed  it  would  bej  because 
no  one  in  his  senses  believed  that  (Ger- 
many,  who  had  shown  so   marvellous 
a   tenacity   in   adhering   to   her   naval 
programme,  to  the  point  of  borrowing 
at  4  per  cent,  on  oner6us  terms,  to  the 
point  of  straining  her  credit,  was  likely 
to  relax  her  efforts  in  that  direction  ; 
with  considerable  prospective  demands 
for  education^  both  in  its  technical  and 
social  aspects,  with  large  liabilities  for 
the    Rosyth    and    Plymouth    harbours, 
the  lines  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  not  fallen  on  pleasant  places. 
Let  them  embark  upon  the  amelioration 
€>i  the  lot  of  those  who  toiled  and  earned 
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1  their  bread  by  the'*sweat  of  their  brow,- 
Icertainly,    but    let    them   not    embark. 
[tpKyrx  that  ^by  means  of  quack  nostimns  * 
wd  ethpiricaPpanacea.    Let  them  throw  * 
Wide  their  finan<aal  net.    Let  them  tax* 
modetately  the  goods  upon  whi6h  foreign  • 
labour  aiud^enterprise  had  been  expended, 
rather  dian  those  which,  from  climatie 
6r  other  reasdns,  we  or  our  fellow-sub*  > 
jedts  abroad  do  not  or  cannot  produce . 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
shown  great  resource  and  responsiveness 
in  helping  British  trade.    He  had  the 
knack  of  assimilating  profitably,  novel, 
ideas.    He  implored  him  to  look  with 
a   tender  eye  upon  the   state   of   our 
finances,  iLnd  in  order  to  emphasise  hisi 
j^otest  he  begged  to  move. 

♦Mr.  JOYNSON-mCKS  (Manchester, 
N.W.)  said  that  after  the  references  to. 
North- West  Manchester  he  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  second  the  Amendment, 
which  seemed  to    involve    two    pro^ 
positions.    First,    it    raised    the    ques- 
tion of  fiscal  reform,  and,  secondly,  the 
question  of  how  the  money  was  to  /be 
found   to   meet  the   large   increase   of 
expenditure  in  this  country.    He  should 
have  thought  that  the  question  raised 
by  the  Amendment  would  have  appealed  * 
to  those  free  traders  who  had  the  Imj^riaV 
instinct.    The    proposals    did    not  cot 
across  the  main  line  between  free  trade* 
and  protection.    If  the  Amendment  had- 
raised   the    queJstion    of    protection    he 
would  not  be  voting  for  it.    He  was  not 
in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term 
a  protectiomst,  but  he  had  a  strong  belief' 
in  that  form  of  Imperial  co-ordination 
which  we  could  establish  between  our- 
selves  and   the    Colonies.    What   they 
proposed  by  this  Amendment  was  to 
relieve  the  taxes  on  commodities  which 
were  grown  in  our  own   Colonies   and 
Dependencies,  and  keep  them  on  those 
which  were  grown  in  foreign  countries. 
They  had  lately  had  a  debate  on  India ; 
they  were  all  proud  of  India,  and  they 
were    all    desirous   that   the    condition 
of  our  Indian  fellow-subjects  should  be 
improved  in  every  way  possible.    Well, 
here  was  an  opportunity  for  the  Govern- 
ment.   It  was  just  as  easy  for  them  to 
take  the  tax  off  tea  instead  of  off  sugar. 
There  had  been  as  much  agitation  about 
the  tax  on  tea  as  about  the  tax  on  sugar. 
Tea  was  just  as  much  ah  ingredient  of 


ti^  ffee  brti^kfast,  table  as  was  sugar.- 
£v0^;  Heix^ber  opposite  had  spoken  ia 
bygone ;  days  ia  support  of  the  ^fre% 
breakfast  table,,  and  he  had  always 
imdeistood  that  it.jnyolved  the  remission 
9f  th*  tax  01^  t^  which  was  one  of  the 
pnixciple  >iz\giedient8  of  the  l>]ceakfa8t 
^ble;  tn  giving  away  a  large  slice  of 
revjOTui^,  floiely  our  Colonies  and^.Be- 
pendencbs  should  have  the  advantage 
of  any  ^lief  ^rather  than  sugar,,  which 
was  ^wn  almost  entirely  in^foreign 
countries.  He  did  not  like  to  "suggest 
to  the  Chancellor  of^the  Exchequer  that 
the  decision  of  the  Qovemment  had 
been  arrived  at  in  view  of  the  pressmg 
emergency  of  a  particular  bye-election, 
but  at  all  events  he  thought  that  ihe 
Government  might  have  paid  some 
attention  to  the  exigencies  of  our  own 
Colonies  and  Dependencies.  He  went 
further  than  the  Aqiendment,  and  would 
exempt,  so  far  as  he  could,  Indian  tea, 
and  levy  the  tax  on  China  tea.  That 
would  not  be  an  infringement  of  the  prin- 
cq>le  of  free  trade,  though  it  might  be 
auf  infringement  of  the  Cobdaiite  free 
trade  of  fifty  years  ago.  Without  in 
the  slightest  degree  being  protectionist, 
and  without  in  the  slightest  putting  a 
tax  on  the  people  of  England  to  bolster 
up  English  industries,  he  could  see  nothing 
wixatever  to  which  the  consistent  free 
trader,  brought  up  in  the  strict  school 
of  Manchester,  could  .  take  objection 
if  instead  of  taking  the  tax  o5  sugar  they 
Jukd  t^en  some  of  the  tax  ofi  Indian  tea. 
He  had  beffl^  frequently  challenged  both 
in  that  House  and  in  the  country  to  show 
how  they  were  gping  to  give  a  preference 
to  the  Colonies  without  putting  a  tax 
on  wheat.  This  Amendment  did  not 
raise  the  question  <^  the  tax  of  wheat, 
and  he  did  not  propose  to  discuss  it ; 
but  here  was  an  opportunity  to  the  hand 
of  the  Government  to  give  preference 
to  one  <^  our  Dependencies  without  im- 
posing on  the  Bntish  public  any  single 
lurther^tax  on  food  stufEs.  Many  of 
them- on  both  sides  of  the  House  were 
Imperially  inclined,  and  put  a  high 
value  cm  the  rations  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies.  They  realised, 
moreover,  that  the  Colonies  were  in 
earnest  in  asking  us  for  some  closer 
commercial  union  between  the  Colonies 
and  the  Mother  Country.  There  would 
be  other  opportunities  m  time  to  come 
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.where  taxes- -couH  be  tAken -6fi,  ttnfl 
|hc^  appeaaed^t6  t^e  Chancellor  <rf  the 
Exofaequeir,  if  he  was  to  ooatintber  to 
'occupy  that  poeitioi^  and  inttodtn^* 
I  more  titan  t>ne  Budget*  'and'  had  money 
;tt>  give  away, '  to  tiloB  Hih»' taxes  ofi- 
I  the  donimoditids  ^wn  in^our  dwh 
jColicmies:  and  Dependencies  ^ilathtBT  than 
off'  commbditieir  ^  g^xMi  '  in*  foreign 
countries.  The  second  part^  of  ti^e 
Amendment  raised  a  wider  issue  than 
the  fiscal  question  in  the  first  portion  of 
the  Amendment-^namely,  as  to  the  im- 
desirability  of  parting  with  a  large  part 
of  the  revenue  before  they  knew  now 
far  the  obligations  of  the  Government 
went.  Old-age  pensions,  of  course,  in- 
volved a  very  large  expenditure  in  years 
to  come.  He  represented  a  constituency 
with  very  large  comiDoierdat  interests, 
and  he  was  botmd  to  tell  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  commercial  men 
and  bankers  in  Manchester  and  in  Lanoa- 
cashire  were  very  seriously  troubled  with 
regard  to  the  commitments  of  the  country 
in  regard  to  old-age  pensions.  He  knew 
that  it  was  not  beyond  the  wit  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  provide 
a  scheme  of  contributory  old-age  pen* 
sions ;  there  were  rmnours  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  wotdd  have 
provided  such  a  scheme,'  only  that  a 
scheme  had  been  provided  for  ham  by  his 
predecessor,  the  Prime  Minister.  But? 
in  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  country,' 
having  passed  a  non-contributory  scheme,- 
it  was  of  no  use  going  back  upon  that.^ 
The  hon.  Member  for  Preston  had 
challenged  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Worcestershire,'  and 
some  others  for  having '  voted  for  the 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill.  He  saw  no  in'' 
consistency  in  it.  He  had  been  in  favour 
of  old-age  pensions  for  years  past. 
They  would  have  preferred  a  contributory 
scheme,  which  they  believed  to  be 
perfectly  possible— it  had  been  done  in 
other  countries,  and  surely  it  could  be 
done  here.  However,  that  had  been 
ruled  out  by  the  Government,  and  when 
they  brou^t  in  their  non-contributory 
scheme  those  of  them  who  were  in  favoui 
of  old*age  pennons,  Imo  wing  that  they 
could  not  get  a  contributory  scheme, 
were  ot  course  obliged  to  vote  witdi  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  ^favour  of 
such  a  system  as  he  was  prepared  to  give 
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them. '  He  thought  he  was  consistent 
throughout  the  consideration  of  the  Bill 
in  voting  for  the  eliminaton  of  all  those 
blots  upon  it  which  restricted  the  pen- 
sions. He  would  be  prepared  to  vote 
in  another  session  for  a  fiurther  removal 
of  restrictions  on  the  issue  of  old-age 
pensions.  He  very  strongly  objecteii 
to  the  system  which  prevented  a  man  who 
had  benefited  his  country  by  saving  10s. 
a  week  from  having  a  pension.  He  would 
give  a  man  a  greater  pension  for  having 
done  good  to  lus  country  by  saving  out  of 
the  156.  or  20s.  a  week  he  had  earned  than 
to  the  man  who  had  just  slipped  through 
life  without  coming  on  the  Poor  Law, 
tixough  in  every  other  respect  he  had  been 
practically  a  waster  and  had  done  no 
real  good  to  his  coimtry.  He  thought 
that  they  would  be  bound  to  recognise 
sooner  or  later  that  there  would  be  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  cost  of  these  pensions ; 
it  would  be  eight,  ten,  or  fifteen  millions 
a  year.  That  was  why  he  was  strongly 
supporting  the  second  portion  of  the 
Amendment,  and  resisted  the  idea  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  giving 
away  this  large  amount  of  indirect 
taxation,  which  be  thought  they  would 
be  bound  to  put  back  again  as  soon  as 
old-age  pensions  came  into  operation, 
unless  they  had  some  undiscovered  source 
of  income  which  at  present  had  not  been 
brought  before  the  House.  This  system 
of  finance,  he  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  did  not 
commend  itself  to  the  merchants  and 
bankers  and  traders  of  the  country, 
though  it  might  commend  itself  to  some 
of  those  remoter  constituencies  where 
the  finances  of  the  country  were  not 
considered ;  but  in  the  City  of  London, 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  and 
the  great  financial  centres  there  was  very 
considerable  unrest  at  the  present 
moment.  They  had  all  been  told  that 
Consols  would  go  up  when  the  price  of 
money  went  down,  but  money  was 
cheaper  to-day  than  ever  it  had  been  since 
the  Government  had  come  into  power, 
yet  the  price  of  Consols  had  not  risen 
in  accordance,  as  was  expected,  with  the 
cheapness  of  money.  Licome-tax  re- 
mained as  high  as  it  was  before,  and  his 
hon.friendhad  told  them  that  there  was  a 
falling  off  in  trade  in  all  the  great  com- 
mercial centres  of  the  country.  There- 
fore, he  suggested  that  it  was  an  inop- 
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portune  moment  to  dispense  with  the 
revenue  from  sugar.  At  all  events  they 
might  have  kept  it  as  one  of  those 
nest-eggs,  about  which  the  Prime  ICnis- 
ter  had  told  them  some  years  ago,  for  old- 
age  pensions.  But  when  they  came  to 
the  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill  this  year  the 
nest-egg  did  not  exist.  About  a  million 
and  a  quarter  had  to  be  provided  (and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  luUl  thrown 
away  a  portion  of  his  revenue),  pardy 
for  old-age  pensions,  partly  for  the  Navy, 
and  partly  for  expenditure  oneducation« 
They  should  think  twice  and  thrice  before 
dispensing  with  indirect  taxes  which  were 
not  felt  half  as  much  as  direct  taxation. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
'  that,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question^in  order  to  add 
the  words  *  This  HotiBe  declines  to  proceed  with 
a  measure  which,  while  reducing  substantially 
the  tax  on  sugar,  the  produce  of  foreign  countries, 
does  nothing  to  relieve  the  burden  <^  the  tax  on 
tea,  an  infinitesimal  part  of  which  is  imported 
from  possessions  other  than  our  own;  and^ 
while  parting  with  a  large  part  of  revenue,  ren- 
ders the  discharge  of  prospective  obligatioiiB 
of  unknown  magnitude,  embarrassing  to  the 
finances  and  injurious  to  the  credit  of  the 
State.*  "— (5fr  Edward  Sasdoon.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.'* 

Thb  chancellor  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  LLOYD-GBOEaB,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  who  introduced  the  debate  has 
complained  amongst  other  things  that 
the  BiU  has  been  postponed  to  a  very 
late  period  of  the  session.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  absolutely  without  precedent,  and 
I  am  not  sure  that  he  himself  is  not 
responsible  for  a  precedent  even  worse 
than  ours.  In  1904  I  understand  the 
Budget  did  not  secure  its  final  passage 
until  about  Ist  August.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  really  very  much  in  it  this  year 
apart  altogether  from  precedent,  because 
practically  we  have  been  discussing 
nothing  but  the  Budget  in  one  shape 
or  another  for  the  last  two  or  throe 
months.  The  old-age  pensions  were 
discussed  on  the  First  and  Second 
Reading  and  then  we  had  very  prolonged 
discussions  upon  the  Old-Age  Pensions 
Bill,  and  practically  the  whole  of  the 
summer  has  been  taken  up  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Budget.    Vfib  have  really 
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had  noihinf  else,  and  I  da  not  think, 
theiefoiey  tibe  Opposition  can  complain 
that  we  postponed  the  debate  on  our 
financial  poposab  to  bo  late  a  period 
of  the  session  as  not  to  afford  a  fall  oppor- 
tunity for  criticisnu  When  I  come  to 
the  more  substantial  part  of  his  criticism, 
I  am  not  sure  that  I  quite  imderstand 
what  it  is.  It  is  rather  vague,  if  I  may 
say  80.  He  has  used  phrases  about  the 
intolerable  strain  and  about  no  provision 
being  made  for  it,  but  what  does  he 
mean  t  There  is  only  one  strain  upon 
the  taxpayers  in  the  Budget  beyond 
what  this  Government  inherited  from 
its  predecessors,  and  that  is  the  strain 
of  old-age  pensions.  Is  that  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  objects  to  ? 
Because  if  not  I  really  am  absolutely 
at  a  loss  to  know  what  his  criticism  is 
directed  against,  and  I  think  it  would 
have  been  fairer  to  the  House  and  to 
those  who  take  an  interest  in  our  debates, 
if  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  were  to 
formulate  distinctly  what  his  grievance 
is  against  the  Government.  If  he  thinks 
we  ought  not  to  have  made  the  old-age 
pension  proposal  he  ought  to  have 
said  80. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
am  very  loth  to  interrupt,  but  I  do  not 
wish  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  be 
under  any  misapprehension  as  to  my 
views.  I  did  not  divide  the  House  against 
the  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill.  I  should  have 
voted  for  the  Third  Beading  if  I  had  been 
in  the  House  at  the  moment.  But  it  is  not 
that  Bill  standing  by  itself  which  is  the 
gravamen  of  the  charge  I  made;  it 
is  the  imposition  of  large  though  im- 
certain  liabilities  which  are  bound  to 
grow,  simultaneously  with  the  remissior 
of  a  large  part  of  our  resources  for  the 
financial  burdens. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  now  under- 
stand. The  right  hon.  G^tleman  does 
not.  object  to  the  imposition  of  the 
burden ;  what  he  objects  to  is  to  pay 
for  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
presenting the  exposition  on  this  occasion 
does  not  protest  against  the  addition 
to  £6,000,000  or  £7,000,000  to  the  burdens 
of  the  country  at  all.  He  objects  to 
the  absence  of  any  provision  to  meet 
that  burden.  I  think  he  also  rather 
hinted  that  he  objects  to  the  indefinite 


character  of  the  burden-  Really^  he 
has  close  acquaintance  with  the  subject, 
and  he  must  realise  that  that  is  not  a 
fair  criticism.  I  do  not  care  what 
Government  brings  forward  a  scheme  of 
old-age  pensions  or  what  the  character 
of  the  scheme ;  it  is  boimd  to  be  more  or 
less  indefinite  in  the  actual  amount  of 
the  burden,  whether  it  is  a  contributory 
scheme,  a  Danish  or  French,  a  Belgian, 
or  a  Colonial  scheme,  or  a  scheme  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  distinguished 
relative.  Any  scheme  that  has  ever 
been  submitted  is  bound  to  be  more  or 
less  conjectural  in  amount.  £1,000,000 
or  even  £2,000,000  one  way  or  the  other 
must  be  a  matter  of  experience  of  the 
first  two  or  three  years.  Every  scheme 
is  liable  to  that.  That  might  be  an 
objection  to  undertaking  the  thing  at 
all,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  say  so.  He  does  not  object  to  our 
having  old-age  pensions.  He  will  not 
bind  himself  down  to  that.  The  right 
hon.  (Jentleman  next  said  that  the  situa- 
tion in  Europe  is  such  that  the  pension 
scheme  ought  not  to  be  entertained  now 
but  ought  to  be  put  off.  That  is  really 
a  very  serious  thing,  especially  when  you 
are  dealing  with  old  people.  I  never 
recollect  a  time  in  politics  when  the 
situation  in  Europe  was  not  serious.  It 
is  always  the  present  state  of  Europe. 
You  may  shift  the  particular  quarter 
from  which  the  menace  comes.  At  one 
time  it  might  be  the  East  or  the  Far 
East;  the  next  it  would  be  nearer.  I 
have  seen  it  as  near  as  the  French  coast. 
Within  the  last  fiye  or  six  years  people 
were  talking  glibly  and  solemnly  about 
the  prospect  of  war  with  France.  There 
were  prospects  of  invasion  and  pirns  for 
invasion.  But  that  has  shifted  and  now 
nobody  ever  dreams  of  that.  Now  there 
is  another  Empire  which  is  supposed  to 
be  just  as  threatening.  But  this  will  go 
on  from  year  to  year  and  generation  to 
generation,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past, 
until  nations  reab'se  the  folly  of  scowling 
at  each  other  and  sharpening  their  knives 
to  plunge  into  each  other,  and  spending 
gigantic  sums  of  money  which  might  be 
more  profitably  utilised  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  condition  of  their  own 
people.    There     is    no     nation      which 

I  has  not  got  its  social  problems,  iti 
poverty  atid  destitution,  and  it  would  be 
far  better  for  all  countnes  if,  instead  of 
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§pep.(3mg  JWOO,000,000  a  yeai;   on  muni- 
tions of  war,  they  would  come  to  a  mutual 
imderstanding  that  two  or  three  reasonable 
indiyidiials  could  easily  have  arrived  at 
long  ago  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
condition  of  their  own  poor  population. 
You  cannot  wait  until  this  thing  passes 
over.    I   hope  it  is  not  a   permanent 
phase  of  human  character,  and  that  it 
will  eventually  pass  away.    But  when 
the  right  lion.  Gentleman  talks  about  the 
present  menacing  condition  of  things  I 
must  point  out  that  the  condition  has 
improved.    Formerly  there  were  three  or 
four  nations  which  were  said  to  be  hostile 
to  us.    We  were  always  half- quarrelling 
with  Russia  about  the  Far  East,  and  with 
France  about  Africa  and  other  parts  of 
the  world.     The  difierences  have  now  all 
been  removed,  and  so  far  from  the  con- 
dition  being    worse    than   it   has    ever 
been  it  is  very  much  better.    And  what  is 
the  use  of  trying  to  create  an  atmosphere 
of  suspicion  arid  distrust  and  ill-will  by 
constantly   talking   about   some   Power 
going  to  attack  us,  as  if  we  are  on  the  look- 
out to  strike  them  or  they  to  strike  us  ? 
That  is  the  way  people  come  to  blows. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  if  social  reform 
is  to  be  postponed  until  foolish  people  oease 
to  write  ^d  articles  in  newspapers  to 
create  distrust  and  malice  and  enmity 
between  one  nation  and  another,  human 
hearts  may  well  despair,  for  nothing  will 
be  done.    I  think  that  if  we  were  placed 
in   the   position   of   having   to   defend 
ourselves    against    any    foreign    Dation 
that  wanted  to  make  an  attack  upon  us 
our  resources  are  ample — should  there  be 
such  persons — and  we  have  enough  and 
to  spare  afterwards  to  look  after  our  own 
people  at  home.    I  do  not  think  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman's    argument,  or    Lord 
Cromer's,    with  every  respect   to  Lord 
(Jromer,  is  a  good  and  soimd  one,  that 
we  should  put  ofE  all  social  reform  until 
people    have    ceased    to    write    leading 
articles  about  prospective  invasions  of 
each  other's  territory.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  say  that.it  is  not 
so  much  the  fact  of  old-age  pensions  that 
he  objected  to  but  that  it  is  not  the  way 
he .  would  have  done  it  if  he  had  oeen 
responsible  .    He  said  what  he  objects  tp 
is  that  although  we  impose  this^burden 
on  the  country  we  make  no  provision 
io]c  it«    Here  again  what  does  he  mean 
by  making  provision  ?    Does  he  mean 
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that  the  Gov^r^ment  shQuW  haver  brought 
in  a  Bill  this  year  to  imppse'ft  bjarden  c4 
seven  jnillions  upon  the  country  vhen  we 
do  not  lequireVmpre. than  oris  jor  twQ 
millions'?    What  is  the  use  of  raising 
taxation,  not  to  mecft  ^  Iturden,  but  in 
order  to  show  you  oan  do  it  when  the 
occasion  arisefrr-to  shb^  .Germany,  and 
everybody  else  that  if  you  did  want  it 
you  really  coiUd  do  it  t    TH!e  Government 
do  not  want  to  put  on  more  taxation 
than  is  really  required  to  meet  tte  burdea 
of  the  year,  because  they  dp  not  want  to 
withdraw  that  six  ^ulJionB  from  iarade. 
Surely,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  me^n  that  we  ought  to  raise  the  six 
millions  of  taxation  this  yeajr  %    Then, 
\  what  does  the  right  hem.  Gentleman  mean 
by  an  "intimation"?    Of  one  thing  I 
can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and- 
;that  is  that  tie  GovernmBnt  are  not 
going  to  follow  the  laxample  of  the  late 
Government    in    meeting    the    current 
liabilities  of  the  year  by  borrowing.    But 
if  the  right-  hon.  Gentleman  means  by 
*' intimation  "  to  go  beyond  that,  then 
:  what  sort  of  tax  wiU  he  i;njK)se  ?    Surely,  " 
the  right  hon.  Geptleman  knows,  as  a 
former  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tibat 
the  last  thing  which  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  can  do  is  to  "  intimate  "  that 
he  is  going  to  tax  a  certain  commodity. 
If  I  did  this,  then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  ought  to  know  that  in  a  short  time  there 
would  be  no  commodity  to  tax.  Is  it  to  be 
urged  also  that  I  should  indicate  clearly 
now  how  I  am  to  distribute  my  direct  or 
indirect  taxation  next  year,  and  to  what 
extent  I  shall  tax  any  particular  com- 
modity ?    The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
;  knows  well  that  that  is  impossible.    No 
such  grotesque  demand  has  ever  been 
made  upon  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
What  then  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mean  by  "  intimation  "  ?    I  can  give  no 
"intimation"  for  the  sufficient  reason 
that  I  am  not  so  simple  as  to  tell  people 
in  advance  what  exactly  are  the  things 
that  I  am  going  to  tax.  I  am,  therefore, 
at  a  loss  to  Imow  what  this  "|  solemn 
fact "  of  the  Budget  means.    The  right 
»hon.  Gentleman  does  not  object  to  old- 
age  pensions,  which  is  the  only  additional 
burden,  and^  I  cannot  understand  the 
motive  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  urges  tluit  taxes  ought  to  be  raised 
and  ^t  information  should  be  givea 
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Th6  hon.  Member  for  Hytlie  objected  to 
the  sugar  tax.  But  the  difEerence  be- 
tween tea  and  sugar  is  that  one  article 
is  a .  raw  material  of  industry  and  the 
other  is  hot,  Sugar, is  the  raw  material 
bf  some  very,  'important  industries.  It 
is  by  our  supply  of  chelEtp  sugar  that  we 
get  our  start  in  ihe  cpmpetiticm  with 
foreign  countries^  and  therefore  a  tax  on 
sugar  must  to  a  certain  extent  impair 
our  chances  of  competing,  in  one  of  the 
markets  at  least  for  our  custom. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
right  hon.  Gtentleman  foigets  the-dpaw- 
):)ack. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  The  existence 
of  a  drawback  does  not  really  make  a 
difference.  There  are  drawbacks  in 
Aiperica,  but  the  Americans  have  no 
enhance  of  competing  with*  us  i^  foreign 
markets  because  we  have  ho  tax  on 
imports. 

'  Sir  EDWARD  BASSOON:  Does  the 
reduction  readx  the  consumer  J 

Mfe.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  know  it  is 
urged  that  the  tax  does  not  reach  the 
consumer.  '  If  the  tax'  had  been  reduced 
only  a  half,  the  reduction  might  not  have 
reached  the  consumer.  It  would  have 
got  into  the  pockets  of  the  middleman  ; 
but  the  Government  inade  the  reduction 
over  a  half  bo  as  to  make  it  certain  that 
the  consumer  obtained  relief. '  Then  the 
hon.  Member  said  it  was  notorious  that 
capital  was  leaving  our  shores  for  foreign 
bountries.  But  a  good  deal  of  our  trade 
depends  upon  that  system  of  investment. 
Take  the  case  of  Argentina,  where  we  have 
invested  very  heavily.  Our  trade  with 
Argentina  has  grown  enormously  within 
the  dast  few  years,  due  very  largely  to  the 
fact  that  every  great  investment  in 
Argentina  is  an  investment  of  British 
capital.  This  country  is  supposed  to 
have  invested  between  £100,000,000  and 
£200,000,000  there;  and  the  result  is 
that  our  trade  has  gone  up  to  £20,000,000 
a  year.  No  country  in  the  world  can 
touch  us  in  respect  of  trade  with 
Argentina. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
comparative  trade  return  with  South 
America  and  the  Argentina  do^a  not  bear 
out  that  statement. 


Mr.  LLOYD-QEORGB  :  Yes,  it  does. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  takes  the 
Argentine  alone  he  will  see  that  there 
has  been  an  enormous  increase  during 
the  last  few  years  in  trade  with  the 
Argentine,  and  I  attribute  that' fact 
largely  to  the  circumstance  that  we  get 
the  advantage  of  being  a  free  trade 
country,  combined  with  the  investment  of 
enormous  sums  of  money  in  that  country. 
The  Argentine  does  not  send  us  cash  to 
pay  dividends  on  capital ;  it  pays  in 
goods.  The  same  fact  is  seen  in  our 
shipping  trade.  There  has  been  an 
enormous  increase  of  trade  between 
Argentina,  and  this  country  in  shipping. 
Thus  it  is  not  a  circumstance  to  be  de- 
plored that  we  have  invested  capital 
abroad.  "We  are  the  richest  country  in 
the  wi)rld,  and  therefore  we  have  much 
more  money  to  spend,  and  we  can  invest 
it  -abrof^d.  The  hon,.  jMember  ^  wrqng 
when,  he  imagi^ies  tl^  ^t  Kas  l)eei^  only^ 
in  the  Jast  two  or -thp^.  years  that  the^ 
has  been  a  great  flight  /^t  jsoyereigns  from 
this  Qountr;^  to  9the;r:parts  of  the  ^prl4* 
On,  th^:  cpntraiy,  thfij^  is  a  "^ixax  of 
capital  wl^ch.s^ wed  that  the  grj^te^ 
ii^creases  wqre  in  1903^  1304,  andr,1905; 
Indeed,  since  tlxe  Government  c^me  mto 
power  there  has  been  some  arrest  in  the 
progression  of  increase.  Since  the 
Government  came  into  power  the  ^con- 
fidence in  British  industry  seemed  to 
have  been  restored  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  investment  of  British  capital  on 
British  soil  has  rather  increased  in  com- 
parison with  the  rate  of  investments 
abroad.  The  adventures  in  "indus- 
trials" outside  the  United  Kingdom 
have  been  £14,000,000,  £17,000,000 
£19,000,000, £20,000,000,  and£2I,000,000 
in  respective  years ;  and  "  industrials" 
are  a  far  more  important  test  than 
Colonial  and  other  securities.  British 
capital,  therefore,  instead  of  bemg  in- 
vested at  home,  was  being  invested  abroad 
in  the  earlier  period;  but  the  former 
increase  of  about  £5,0()0,000  has  since 
been  £2,000,000  in  the  return  from 
abroad.  There  are  only  one  or  two  more 
points  I  wish  to  refer  t*i'. 

Sib  GILBERT  PA!RKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon«' Gentle- 
man whether  it  is  not^possible  that  the 
decrease  is  due  to  the  disturbed  ii:^dustrial 
condition  in  the  United  Staiefi .  during 
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It  is  not  a   foster  the  growth  of  certain  fungi.    These 
are  the  conditions  under  which  they  are 


the  last  year  and  a  half  ! 
normal  period,  but  an  abnormal  period, 
on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
based  his  contrast. 


Mb.  LLOTD-GBOBGB  :  I  am  glad 
of  the  interruption*  The  hon«  Gentle- 
man, who  is  a  pronounced  tariff  reformer, 
has  confessed  that  the  conditions  are 
so  bad  in  the  greatest  Protectionist 
country  in  the  world  that  really  they 
cannot  meet  the  interest  on  the  money 
we  have   invested   in   their  industrial 


concerns. 


Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:      I 
**  disturbed  industrial  conditions.'* 


said 


Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGE  :  I  say  that 
disturbance  diminishes  profits,  and  that 
I  should  not  like  to  see  the  cause 
of  that  disturbance  encouraged  in  this 
country.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  the 
disturbance  is  the  result  of  protection, 
and  that  is  why  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the 
trade  of  this  country  disturbed  by  the 
introduction  of  such  a  system  as  exists 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  the  industrial  condition  is 
disturbed  there.  A  very  good  word! 
It  creates  such  a  sense  of  insecurity  to 
trade  and  industry  that  profits  are 
diminished,  and  there  has  been  an  arrest 
of  the  progress  of  investment  from  this 
country.  People  are  afraid  of  it,  and 
they  prefer  to  retain  their  money  in  a 
free  trade  country. 

Sib  gilbert  PARKER :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  that  that 
is  due  to  the  protective  conditions  in 
the  United  States  ? 


Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGE :  Certainly,  that 
is  largely  what  produces  these  great  fluc- 
tuations. It  is  an  artificial  state*  of  the 
industrial  system.  The  temperature  at 
one  moment  is  very  high,  and  the  next 
moment  it  is  below  normaL  It  is  due 
to  this  artificial  system.  They  have 
closed  the  windows,  pulled  down  the 
blinds,  and  stopped  all  the  ventilators, 
and  they  are  living  in  this  heated  atmos- 
phere produced  by  tariffs  witii  neillier 
Ught  nor  air.    That  sort  of  thing  does 
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grown — artificial  manure  and  artificial 
heat  and  light.  That  is  the  cause  of 
the  suffering  which  we  witness  there 
while  our  industries  are  going  up  enor- 
mously. There  is  a  constant  arrest  of 
profits  in  protected  countries  which  it 
woidd  be  worth  while  for  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Gravesend  to  study  more  than 
he  has  done.  I  come  back  to  the  point 
with  which  I  was  about  to  deal  when  I 
was  interrupted  by  the  hon.  Member. 
I  come  back  to  Lancashire,  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  H3rthe  confined  himself 
— ^back  to  Lancashire  with  its  prosperous 
cotton  industry  from  the  United  States 
with  its  troubled  finance. 


Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  of  the 
reduction  of  wages  in  Lancashire  ? 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  That  is 
another  of  the  lessons  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  yet  to  learn.  All 
countries  depend  on  markets  either  at 
home  or  abroad.  Where  you  get  all 
these  microbes  away  from  the  natural 
light  and  heat  you  get  the  state  of  the 
markets  which  has  been  described.  It 
reacts  upon  us,  but  to  nothing  like  the 
extent  to  which  it  exists  in  the  pro- 
tected country.  You  have  not  here 
an  enormous  amount  of  railway  rolling 
stock  lying  idle,  and  you  have  not  30  or 
40  per  cent,  of  the  working  classes  out 
of  employment.  In  France  they  have 
actually  had  to  start  distress  committees 
in  the  textile  districts.  We  have  not 
come  to  that  yet. 

Sm  GILBERT  PARKER :  You  may 
next  year. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  hon. 
Member  is  making  himself  very  happy 
over  the  prospect  of  having  relief  and 
distress  committees  next  year.  I  hope 
he  will  be  disappointed,  and  I  am  sure 
that  will  be  the  feeling  of  every  right- 
minded  man,  whatever  opinions  we 
have  on  controversial  matters  one  way 
or  another.  The  fact  is  we  cannot 
support  a  gamble  in  suffering  for  the 
sake  of  any  system.    Let  me  point  out 
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to  the  hon.  (Gentleman  who  said  that 
the  increase  in  cotton  was  entirely  due 
in, Lancashire  to  the  increase  in  the  price 
of  the  raw  material,  that  it  is  not  merely 
an  increase  in  the  price,  but  an  increase 
in  the  yards. 

Sir     EDWAKD     SASSOON:     You 
mean  in  the  quantity.     ,  ^ 

Mr-  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Yes,  in 
quantity.  It  was  not  necessary  to  go 
to  Lancashire  for  that  information.  If 
the  hon.  Member  had  only  taken  a  walk  as 
far  as  the  library  he  would  have  found  it 
out.  If  he  will  study  the  statistics,  he 
will  find  that  there  is  an  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  yards.  There  is  an  increase 
of  38,000,000  yards.  The  hon.  Member 
gave  me  a  piece  of  information,  and  I 
am  very  glad  to  return  the  compliment. 

Sir  EDWAED  SASSOON:  May  I 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  increase  in  the  price  of  the  raw 
material  is  nearly  11  per  cent. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  That  is 
where  the  skill  of  Mandiester  comes  in. 
They  are  able,  in  spite  of  the  price  of 
the  raw  material,  still  to  sell  all 
these  commodities  to  the  world,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  keep  their  customers 
perfectly  happy.  That  is  really  the 
system  of  an  intelligent  free  trade 
community,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  not  press  me  for  any  further  ex- 
planation. So  much  for  the  past.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  this  is 
not  the  time  'to  restrict  the  schedule  of 
taxes.  Here  again  you  increased  youri 
burdens.  Well,  we  have  been  diminish- 
ing our  burdens.  My  own  view  is  that 
you  ought  to  diminish  your  unproductive 
expenditure  and  increase  your  productive 
exp^iditure.  That  is  the  first  principle- 
of  business.  You  do  not  always  benefit 
a  business  by  merely  cutting  down. 
On  the  contrary,  you  can  wreck  a  business 
by  cutting  down.  I  agree  that  the  first 
principle  of  business  is  that  you  should 
not  spend  a  penny  piece  more  upon 
any  branch  of  a  business  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  j  You  should  not  spend 
anything  for  what  is  unproductive  it 
you  can  avoid  it,  and  you  shoula  spend 


freely  and  boldly  upon  every  extension 
of  business  which  is  of  real  benefit  to 
your  trade.    That  is  the  principle  we 
have  followed  here,  and  that  is  why  I 
have  watched  with  a  jealous  eye  and 
scrutinised  rigidly    every  penny  spent 
on  a]:maments.  I  hope  that  that  wiU  be 
the  first  principle  of  every  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  It  was  the  principle  of 
the  greatest  financier  this  coimtry  has 
ever    produced,    Mr.    Gladstone,    that 
every    penny     spent      beyond      what 
is    necessary    for    absolute    security   is 
money  thrown  away,   and  that  every 
penny  spent  unnecessarily  is  a  menace 
to  other  countries.     It   provokes   and 
irritates,  and  creates  other  expenditure 
which  may  end  in  disaster.    That  has 
been  the  lesson  of  every  unnecessary 
expenditure   which  has   been  incurred. 
That  does  not  mean  that  any  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  is  ever  going  to  propose 
to  cut  down  our  expenditure  on  arma- 
ments below  the  level  of  absolute  security, 
and  I  should  be  the  last  to  propose  that. 
When  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  says 
that  this  is  not  the  time  to  restrict  the 
schedule  of  taxes,   he  hints  that  you 
should  increase  the  number  of  things 
you  tax.    It  is  not  the  goods  you  tax 
that  pay  the  tax.    A  tax  on  a  parcel 
of  sugar  does  not  pay  the  tax ;    a  tax 
on  a  canister  of  tea  does  not  pay  the  tax. 
It    is    the    person    who    consumes    the 
article  who  pays.    [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Or  produces  it.]    Well,  I  will  not  go 
into  that  argument  now.    The  consumer 
is  the  man  who  pays,  and  if,  instead 
of  having  six  taxes,  you  had  600,  you 
would  not  be  increasing  the  resources  of 
the  country  by  increasing  the  number 
of  things  you  tax.    It  is  one  of  the  most 
fundamental,   and  one  of  the  crudest 
errors  ever  advanced  that  the  moment 
you  begin  to  tax  1,000  instead  of  ten 
commodities    you  are   by   some  magio 
means  increasing  the  resources  of  the 
coimtry.    The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
talked  about  destrojnng  our  resources. 
We  began  by  taking  more  than  half  the 
duty  off  the  sugar  duty,  by  taking  a 
penny  off  t1be  tea  duty,  and  by  remitting 
the  tax  on  coal.    Then  we  are  told  that 
we    are    destroying    our   recources.    It 
is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  heard 
of   a   country   destroying  its  resources 
by  taking  away  a  tax.    If  it  is  a  resource 
at  all  it  is  still  there.    The  rieht  hon. 
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GentlemAn  talked  about  tlie  safoty  of 
the  State  as  being  far  more  important 
tban  reductions  in  the  expenditure  on 
th6  Army  or  Navy.  If  it  is  necessary 
to  reimpose  the  tales  we  have  taken 
off  for  armaments  or  war,  the  com- 
modities' are  there,*  and  we  can  do  these 
things  again.  The  people  of  this  country 
will  constmie  sugar  although  the  tax 
ista^enoff.  They  will  drink  tea  although 
the  taxis  only  5d.  instead  of  6d.,  and  they 
will  drink  it  if  the  tax  is  7d.  instead  of 
5d.  if  the  time  ever  comes  when  you 
require  these  resources.  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  talks  about  destroying  the  resources 
of  the  country  by  taking  oft  taxes.  On 
the  contrary,  we  say  that  you  do  not. 
'What  we  do  at  the  present  moment 
is  ta  set  them  on  one  side. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
am  glad  to  hear  you  say  that,  but  it  was 
Very  different  from  what  was  said  by  the 
jspokesmaD  of  the  Government  when  they 
too  k  the  taxes  off. 


Me.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  presup- 
posing a  sort  of  Armageddon  when  we 
shall  be  fighting  everybody  in  the 
world,  when  it  will  be  necessary  to 
ta  evferything.  I  deprecate  all  this 
lug  brious '  talk,  as  if  we  are  at  the  end 
c:  our  resources.  It  is  not  true.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  our  taxation  is  much 
less  than  it  was  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  left  office,  and  daring  the  lust 
ten  years  the  income  which  has  passed 
imder  survey  for  income-tax  has  increased 
to  the  extent  of  £220,000,000  a  year. 
Our  taxation  during  that  period  has 
increased  probably  by  £20,000,000  or 
£30,000,000,  or  about  one-tenth ;  but  the 
taxable  resources  of  the  country  have 
increased  by  nine-tenths  of  that  amount, 
so  that  to  talk  as  if  we  are  at  the  end  of 
t)ur  resources  is  not  doing  justice  to  the 
power  of  this  country.  And,  if  anything, 
it  is  doing  harm  to  this  extent — ^that  it 
does  encourage  foreign  countries  to 
imagine  that,  now  we  have  got  to  the  end 
of  our  po^er,  we  have  got  to  choose 
between  social  reform  and  the  end  of  our 
country.  This  country  is  not  put  to 
that  option.  We  are  a  long  way  off  that. 
And  really  to  say,  when  we  propose  to 

Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge,         ^^ 


giv«  £7,000,000  to  the  old  p^ple  of  this 
country,  that  we  are  either  to  leave  them 
to  starvation  or  to  abandon  the  country 
to  the  merdy  of  Germany  or  any  other 
Power:  such  wild  talk  has  notliii»g  m 
conmion  with  the  facts  of  Hie  case. '  *We 
need  do  neither.  We  are  not  yet  driven 
to  the  -resource  of  G€biiany-^to  borrow 
money  for  defence.'  .  But  if  there  were  « 
real  danger,  there  is  no  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  who  would^  hesitate  for  a 
moment  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the^ 
coimtry  to  make  it  secure  from*  prospec- 
tive'attack  from  any  quarter.  We  have! 
got  command  of  the  sea  and  are  free  from 
invasion.  Nobody  cap,  calculate  what' 
that  means  to  the  Qountfy  and  no  (Jovem- 
ment,  whether  Liberal  or  ^ Conservative,  i^. 
ever  going  to  run  the  danger  or  even  the 
risk  of  forfeiting  that  for  a  moment.  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  that  there  is 
h^  temporary  lapse  in  our  trade ;  but 
trade  is  like  a  tide — ^it  comes  and  goes. 
You  h&ve  got  yottr'  ebb  and  you  have  got 
your  tidal  wav^  which  sweeps  away  much. 
The  spring  tide  has  passed;  we  lurein 
for  the  neap,  but  the  Bpnng  will  come 
again.  That  is  the  history  of  our  trade. 
We  have  got  our  winters  imd  sumjiiers, 
but  every  time  that  there  is  a  bit  of  a 
lapse  in  trade  there  is  a  considerable 
number  of  people  who  say  our  trade  is 
going.  If  they  would  only  look  at  the 
experience  of  the  past  they  would  know 
that  their  fears  are  groundless.  And, 
at  any  rate,  if  this  is  a'  time  when  trade 
is  on  the  down  grade  for  the  moment,  it  is 
not  the  time  for  a  great  country  like  this, 
sure  of  its  resources,  with  its  industrial 
powers  founded  on  the  most  solid  founda- 
tions that  any  industrial  country  of  the 
world  has  ever  seen,  to  say :  "  We  will 
begin  to  economise,  to  stint,  to  draw  in — 
rot  in  armanents,  but  in  providing  for  the 
aged  poor."  This  project  is  a  great  one. 
It  is  not  my  conception.  It  belongs  to 
the  Prime  Minister.  It  has  been  my 
pride  that  my  right  hon.  friefid  has  given 
me  the  privilege  and  the  opportunity  of 
taking  a  humble  share  in  piloting  thiough 
this  House  a  Budget  which  is  the  one 
Budget  in  my  recollection  in  this  House 
in  which  money  had  been  raised  for  the 
poor,  the  unfortunate,  and  the  destitute. 

SiE  GILBERT  PARKER  said 
there  was  one  thing  quite  certain, 
and  that  was  that  the  f^^MrP^  o^ 
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Iiad  not  changed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's charm  of  style,  or  the  influence  of 
his  speeches  upon  his  audience ;  but 
even  while  they  fell  under  the  spell 
of  his  eloquence  the  natural,  and,  should 
lie  call  it,  the  tariff  reform  intelligence, 
reasserted  itself.  He  was  therefore  dis- 
X>osed  to  make  one  or  two  criticisms  on 
what  the  hon.  Grentleman  had  just  stated. 
He  would  not  follow  the  right  hon. 
Oentlenxan  in  his  peroration  on  old-age 
pensions  which  had  naturally  moved  all 
of  them  ;  and  if  the  Opposition  did  not 
criticise  the  provision  for  the  poor  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had 
spoken,  it  was  not  because  they 
believed  that  the  measure  put  forward 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
colleagues  was  the  best  for  relieving  the 
necessities  of  the  poor.  They  had  asked 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
to  show  the  House  and  the  country  the 
sources,  not  the  resources,  from  which 
the  Government  was  going  to  get  the 
money  for  the  old-age  pensions.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  play  with 
the  term  "  resources,"  but  he  knew 
perfectly  well  that  what  the  Opposition 
meant  was  the  sources  from  which  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  said  he  was  certain 
he  knew  where  he  was  going  to  get  his 
money. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GBORGE  said  he  really 
did  not  know  what  the  hon.  Grentlemani 
meant,  or  what  he  wanted  to  know  from 
him. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  said  he 
thought  he  was  quite  clear  in  sa3ring 
that  the  Opposition  did  not  know  the 
sources  from  which  the  right  hon.  G^tle- 
man  was  going  to  get  his  money  to  pay 
for  old-age  pensions.  The  Opposition 
said  there  was  a  very  narrow  basis  of 
tascation  on  tea,  sugar,  and  certain  other 
necessaries  of  hfe.  They  said  that  the 
income-tax  was  at  a  war  rate,  and  that 
the  liquor  trade  was  taxed  heavily.  It 
was  quite  possible  that  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  was  going  to  find  a  new  source 
of  taxation,  a  new  foiudation  of  finance, 
and  he  thought  that  the  Opposition  were 
•entitled  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
where  he  was  going  to  get  the  money 
for  this  vast  scheme,  this  far-reaching 
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¥9nnanent  demand  on  our  fiscal  system, 
he  Prime  Minister  had  never  answered 
the  question,  nor  had  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  In  referring  to  the  subject 
of  indirect  taxation,  he  did  not  think 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  put  the 
case  quite  fairly.  They  on  the  Opposition 
side  said  that  if  taxation  was  placed  on 
a  very  few  articles,  by  increasing  that 
taxation  consumption  was  lessened,  and 
therefore  the  return  from  the  taxation 
of  those  articles  which  was  needed  to 
make  up  the  annual  Budget  was  lessened. 
Did  not  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  see 
that  it  would  be  better  if  the  taxation 
were  placed  upon  a  series  of  articles 
which  would  not  press  heavily  on  the 
individual  article,  and  therefore  would 
not  necessarily  lessen  consumption  ?  The 
Opposition  were  reasonable  in  showing 
that  such  a  system  was  found  effective 
in  almost  every  other  country  in  the 
world.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman  was 
an  Imperialist ;  he  did  not  shrink  from 
that  term  being  applied  to  himself ;  did 
he  not  think  it,  therefore,  strange  that 
there  was  not  a  single  British  Colony 
which,  starting  with  free  trade,  had  not 
come  ultimately  to  adopt  the  principle 
of  indirect  taxation  ?  All  that  the  Oppo- 
sition asked  was  that  the  arguments 
which  they  put  forward  might  be  treated 
with  due  respect.  They  were  not  a 
handful  of  people  advocating  a  policy 
of  indirect  taxation.  They  repre- 
sented far  greater  constituencies  and 
a  far  greater  number  of  people  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  They  might 
be  wrong  ;  it  was  quite  possible  ;  but 
at  any  rate,  they  ought,  when  they  were 
bringing  forward  their  views,  to  be  list- 
ened to  with  common  courtesy.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  reference  to  the 
United  States  was  not  entirely  felicitous 
from  his  own  standpoint.  He  did  not 
think  that  his  remarks  were  very  well 
founded.  Hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway  were  aware  that  unemploy- 
ment in  this  country  was  last  month 
8  per  cent.,  which  was  double  what  it 
was  for  the  same  month  of  last  year. 
It  did  not  become  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  talk  as  if  we  were  free  from 
embarrassment  in  this  country  from 
want  of  employment  whilst  the  United 
States  were  suffering.  He  himself  had 
only  recently  ^etimi^f^  frtS^fe^^'"'^ 
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States,  and  knew  the  disturbed  condi- 
tions there.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggested  that  the  disturbed  con- 
dition of  the  United  States  was  due  to 
protection.  After  all,  there  was  no 
sharper  statesman  in  thip  country  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  made 
that  point.  Whether  the  point  did 
true  justice  to  his  knowledge  of  the  in- 
formation conveyed  to  him  by  the  De- 
partment over  which  he  presided  was 
another  matter.  The  United  States  was 
passing  through  a  crisis  which  this 
country  would  also  have  to  pass  through. 
We  also  had  trusts.  Trusts  were  growing 
and  developing  under  our  system  of 
free  trade  every  day.  There  were  British 
trusts  which  were  springing  up  in  various 
parts,  fyndicates  which  existed  for  con- 
trolling prices,  in  restraint  of  trade.  In 
the  engineering  trade  particularly  had 
these  great  trusts  and  syndicates  sprung 
up  in  restraint  of  trade.  They  were 
absolutely  opposed  to  the  free  trade 
which  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
oppos  te  so  strongly  and  properly,  as 
t^.y  believed  in  it,  advocated.  He 
suggested  that  it  was  such  trusts  in  the 
United  States,  trusts  which  the  President 
had  strongly  attacked  by  the  passage  of 
laws  to  restrain  them,  that  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  disturbance  of  trade  and 
want  of  employment  in  America.  Di.d 
anybody  with  any  sense — did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  the  information 
at  his  disposal  really  believe  the  United 
States  was  in  a  paralysed  condition  with 
regard  to  her  industries  or  her  trade? 
The  United  States  had  suffered  a  check, 
but  she  would  recover  from  it.  Her 
vast  resources  would  enable  her  to  do 
so,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
neither  fair  nor  just  in  suggesting  that 
this  naomentary  check,  this  disturbance 
of  trade  in  the  United  States  was  due  to 
the  fiscal  system  there.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  investments  abroad. 
He  spoke  of  the  Argentine,  with  his 
usual  brilliancy,  as  the  most  gorgeous 
flower  of  the  bunch  of  the  South 
American  republics.  The  Argentine  was 
precisely  the  country  where  money  was 
invested  because  it  was  an  agricultural 
country.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  observed,  and  entirely  accurately, 
the  interest  of  the  money  invested  was 
paid  in  goods.  But  did  he  seriously 
suppose  that  nothing  was  lost  to  this 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker. 
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country  when  this  £200,000,000  went 
for  investment  to  foreign  lands  ?  Cer- 
tainly the  interest  was  paid  in  goods, 
but  was  nothing  lost  in  the  wages  which 
would  have  been  paid  if  this  money  was- 
invested  here  ?  He  did  not  quarrel  with 
investments  abroad,  but  he  did  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  wrong 
when  he  argued  that  the  only  thing  we 
had  to  consider  was  the  dividend  that 
came  from  that  investment.  He  ven- 
tured to  say,  and  many  free  traders  in 
the  House  would  agree  with  him,  that 
if  we  could  have  kept  the  money,  that 
£200,000,000,  in  this  country 


An    HON.    MEMBER; 
nothing  for  it  to  do. 


We    had 


Sir  gilbert  PARKER  :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  we  had  nothing  for  it 
to  do;  that  was  exactly  the  point  to 
which  he  was  coming. 


Mr.  J.  M.  HENDERSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  said  we  had  plenty  of 
capiteJ  for  all  our  industries  and  then 
£200,000,000  to  spare. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  asked  if  the 
hon.  (Gentleman  suggested  that  there  were 
no  wide  opportunities  for  developing 
British  industries.  Did  he  know  that 
what  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  said  in 
1903  was  true  ;  that  some  industries 
liad  disappeared  altogether  ;  that  some 
were  disappearing,  and  that  others  were 
only  holding  their  own  by  meeting  com- 
petition by  a  strenuous  fight  to  the 
death.  Was  not  there  a  disappearance 
of  industry  if  we  had  not  the  raw  material 
worked  up  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  ? 
The  United  States  admitted  nearly  as 
much  raw  material  free  as  she  taxed. 
If  we  worked  up  all  our  raw  material 
in  this  country,  would  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  any  other  Member  of  the  House 
suggest  there  would  not  be  more  scope 
for  British  capital?  They  thought  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exche(jUer  treated  this 
matter  far  too  lightly.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  never  did  himself  justice 
in  his  conduct  in  the  House,  because 
his  attitude  was  bound  by  conditions 
imposed  upon  him  at  the  last  election  and 
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by  his  followers  behind  him.  It  v^as 
only  in  his  own  Departmert  that  he 
gave  nis  mind  tnpt  opportunity  which 
some  day,  if  they  were  not  mistaken, 
would  lepd  him  and  others  into  the  path 
of  indirect  taxation  in  order  to  seek 
revenue  from  sources  which  bed  been 
too  long  disregarded,  and  which,  until 
they  were  regarded,  would  exclude  from 
the  National  profit  those  sources  of 
taxation. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinburgh,  Central) 
quoted  an  e:rtract  from  the  Report  of  the 
American  Consul  at  Manchester. 


Mr.  HARMOOD-BANNER  (Liverpool, 
Everton)  pointed  out  that  the  amount 
of  bales  of  cotton  used  in  America  and 
Germany  largely  exceeded  the  amount  of 
bales  used  in  this  country  and  that  the 
proportion  of  bales  used  in  Germany  and 
America  increased  in  greater  ratio  than 
the  bales  used  in  the  coimtry. 


An  HON.  MEMBER 
figures? 


What  are  the 


Mr.  HARMOOD-BANNER  said  he 
had  not  the  exact  figures,  but  they 
were  given  recently  in  the  Chidook 
and  they  had  never  been  challenged. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  towards 
the  end  of  his  speech,  had  dealt  with  the 
fact  that  the  Opposition  supposed  that 
'  he  was  at  the  end  of  his  resources  of 
taxation.  Where  that  charge  had  come 
from  he  did  not  know,  but  it  was  an  easy 
one  to  set  up  a  howl  at.  Their  complaint, 
however,  was  not  that  this  country  was 
at  the  end  of  its  resources  for  taxation, 
but  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  so  arranged  the  finances  of 
the  coimtry  that  they  were  going  to 
attack  the  income-tax  payer  and  the 
Sinking  Fund  in  order  to  meet  the 
enormous  deficit  which  must  arise  on 
the  expenditure  next  year.  It  was  a 
very  serious  point  to  be  met.  With 
regard  to  the  sources  of  taxation  from 
which  this  new  expenditure  was  to  come, 
the  Prime  Minister  in  his  speech  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  in- 
troducing the  Budget  had  distinctly 
mentioned  those  sources  as  the  sources 
from  which   he   desired    to   obtain   the 


monies  to  pay  for  old-age  pensions. 
Though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  directly  state  that  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  to  be  one  of  them  a  reference  was 
made  to  the  Sinking  Fund  which  sug- 
gested that  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  or 
his  successor  might  go  to  that  source  to 
carry  the  pension  scheme  further.  The 
complaint  was  that  such  a  statement  as 
that,  combined  with  the  reduction 
of  the  sugar  duties^  showed  that  the 
money  for  the  expenditure  for  old- 
age  pensions  was  to  be  found  by 
one  particular  set  of  taxpayers. 
Labour  had  had  its  day  and  was  now 
e*ming  its  full  reward  from  the  tenches 
opposite,  and  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  City  was  so  depressed  was  that  men 
would  not  lend  them  money ;  and  why 
ships  were  going  without  cargoes,  and 
railways  without  full  wagons,  was  be- 
cause there  was  not  a  capitalist  now  who 
had  the  slightest  confidence  in  what 
was  going  to  happen  to  this  country, 
because  of  the  financial  attacks  which 
were  made  on  them.  It  was  very  rare 
that  a  word  was  said  on  behalf  of  the 
capital  interests  of  the  country.  In 
his  opinion  they  were  the  saving  classes, 
and  it  was  the  savings  of  capital  which 
created  the  money  which  was  foimd  to 
pay  labour.  They  had  nothing  this 
session  except  a  tax  on  every  interest 
connected  with  capital,  and  the  result 
was  seen  in  the  depressed  state  of  trade. 
One  of  the  great  pioneers  of  industry 
told  him  recently  that  he  wished  he  was 
out  of  this  country,  because  it  was 
almost  impossible  now  not  to  feel  that 
any  man  who  had  any  interest  in  looking 
after  the  diffusion  of  capital  was  the 
enemy  of  the  Government.  That  wa^ 
his  reason  tor  saying  that  with  reference 
to  the  reduction  of  the  sugar  duty  it 
was  premature,  and  in  face  of  the 
enormous  expenditure  to  be  incurred 
next  year,  it  was  unwise.  Had  the 
gold  reserves  been  touched  by  the 
present  Parliament  ?  They  all  recollected 
the  dreadful  panic  that  afflicted  th^ 
commercial  world  during  last  winter, 
and  at  that  time  the  outcry  was  that  the 
go  d  reserves  should  be  dealt  with. 
The  bankers  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  had  not  been  able  to  influence  the 
Government,  and  nothing  had  been  done 
to  alter  the  position  that  were  the  enor- 
mous  amounts   due   from    the   savings 
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banks  there  was  not  an  atom  of  gold  in 
the  Bank  of  England  to  represent  them. 
The  Government  would  have  been  better 
advised  to  deal  with  that  question,  and 
not  to  reduce  the  sugar  duty.    The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  talked  a  great 
deal  about  the  reduction  of  liabilitiesof  the 
Sinking  Fund,  but  what  did  that  mean  ? 
He  paid  so  much  ofi  and  said  he  was 
clever  and  had  paid  off  money  running 
at  2\  per  cent.,  but  in  Transvaal  Loans, 
local  loans  funds,  and  Irish  Land  stock 
he  was  incurring  on  British  responsibiUtj 
equal  amoimts  with  interest  at  3  per  cent., 
so  that    the  debt  was  not  diminished 
in  any  way  whatever.    As  between  the 
Government  and  the  public  the   debt 
remained  the  same.    He  would  like  to 
congratulate    the    Government   on    the 
clause  which    related   to    the    duty  on 
tobacco   produced   in   Irelana,    because 
that     was     a    breach    of    free     trade 
which    they    knew    must  in   the    end 
bring    down    the    wall    of    free    trade. 
One  of  the  laws  of  free  trade  was  that  if 
they  had  a  duty  for  revenue  purposes 
they  must  impose  an  equal  excise  duty 
on  any  article  of  that  description  manu- 
factured or  grown  in  the  country  in  which 
the  tax  arose,  and  the  result  had  been 
shown  in  Egypt  in  the  crushing  of  the 
cotton  mills  and  in  India  in  penalising  the 
poor  natives  for  the  benefit  of  the  Man- 
chester   manufacturers.     But    now    for 
lireland  a  breach  had  been  started  of 
that   law   to   which   he     had    referred. 
For  once  in  a  way  the  Government  had 
adopted  the  theory  that  it  was  possible 
in  order  to  protect  an  industry  to  differ- 
entiate   between    Excise    and    Revenue 
duties  ;  and  in  that  way  they  had  started 
what  he  hoped  they  would  carry  out  in 
the  future,  the  idea  of  abolishing  the 
Excise  in  Egypt   and   in   India.       The 
Finance     Bill    imposed    an    enormous 
liability  on    the  taxpayer,  it  attacked 
every    interest    of    capital  which    was 
capable  of  being  attacked,  and  it  showed 
that   in   the   future  there  was  to  be  no 
mercy  in  the  House  for  anyone  except 
the  one  Party  which  sat  on  the  benches 
below  the  gangway. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  HENDERSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  said  he  wanted  to  correct  an 
impression  given  to  the  House  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gravesend,  who  seemed 
to  think  that  because  £200,000,000  had 

Mr.  Harmood'Banner. 


gone  from  this  country  to  Argentina 
and  other  foreign  countries,  that  monej 
had  been  lost  as  capital  in  this  country. 
But  he  would  ask  the  House  to  consider 
what  the  money  was  for.  In  the  case 
of  Argentina,  for  instance,  the  money 
was  principally  for  the  development  of 
railways  owned  to  a  very  la^e  extent 
by  the  people  of  this  country.  Tne  money 
was  spent  in  this  country  in  making 
engines  and  railway  carriages  fen*  those 
railways.  But  even  if  it  were  not  so 
spent,  that  money  was  our  extra  money 
that  we  did  not  require.  A  little  while 
ago  Irish  stock  was  put  on  the  market, 
and  it  was  subscribed  four  or  five  times 
over,  and  that  alone  showed  that  there 
was  plenty  of  money  left  for  industries  in 
this  country.  Because  trade  went  down 
people  did  not  throw  their  money  into 
businesses  and  concerns  that  were  not 
remunerative.  We  had  plenty  of  money 
left  and  almost  imlendable  at  the  present 
day.  He  would  point  out  that  there  wa« 
at  the  present  time  a  bank  rate  of  2\ 
per  cent.,  and  that  meant  that  for  every 
British  industry  which  could  show  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  success  there 
was  ample  and  sufficient  capital  left  in 
the  country. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main   Question   put,   and   agreed   to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


SMALL    HOLDINGS    AND    ALLOTMENTS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  Monday  next. — {Mr. 
WhiOey.) 


CRAN  MEASURES  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  Monday  next. — (Mr. 
WhMey.) 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant 
to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

Adjourned  at  seventeen  minutes 
before  Four  o'clock  till  Mon- 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Monday^  27th  July,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The    Lord    Chancellor    acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments   had    laid   upon    the    Table    the 
Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  in 
.  the  case  of  the  following  Bill  compliance 
^  with  the  further  proofs  required  by  the 
I  Standing    Orders    Committee   has    been 
ti^  proved  before  them : — Ards  Railways. 

$^     The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
^  Table. 


I     LIVERPOOL  CORPORATION  (STREETS 
*-  AND  BUILDINGS)  BILL. 


1 


The  acting  CHAIRMAN  of  COM 
MITTEES  (Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leigh) :  My  Lords,  I  have  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  suspend  the  Sessional  Order, 
which  provides  that  no  private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  18th  June,  in  favour 
of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets 
and  Buildings)  Bill.  The  circumstances 
under  which  I  ask  for  this  indulgence 
are  that,  although  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced at  the  proper  time  by  the  promoters 
and  no  fault  rests  with  them,  it  was  not 
found  possible  to  take  it  in  the  Police 
and  Sanitary  Conmiittee  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  until  a  very  late 
date.  In  fact,  the  Bill  was  only  re- 
ported to  the  other  House  on  17th  July  ; 
it  was  read  a  third  time  on  22nd  July, 
and  no  time  has  been  lost  in  submitting 
it  to  your  Lordships.  If  your  Lordships 
will  be  good  enough  to  suspend  the 
Standing  Order,  the  Committee  stage 
could  stand  over  until  the  meeting  of 
ParUament  later  in  the  year. 

Moved,  "  That  the  order  made  on  the 
25th  day  of  March  last,  '  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
^hall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th 
<lay  of  June  next,'  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''^(Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and 
Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

VOL.  CXCIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


DOVER  GRAVING  DOCKS  BILL 
Lord  BRASSEY  :  My  Lords,  I  rise 
to  move  that  the  Order  made  on  26th 
March  last,  that  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  18th  June,  be  dispensed 
with.  The  Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill 
is  the  result  of  negotiations  which  have 
been  pending  for  some  time,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  opposition  which 
was  threatened  to  the  Bill  has*  been 
withdrawn.  Graving  docks  are  urgently 
needed  at  Dover.  There  are  no  dry 
docks  between  Southampton  and  London, 
and  the  English  cross-Channel  steamers 
are  sent  to  Calais  for  repair.  Those 
responsible  for  the  management  of  the 
port  of  Dover  agreed  with  the  promoters 
of  this  Bill  that  it  was  desirable  that  the 
scheme  as  originally  submitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia  • 
ment  for  the  construction  of  two  large 
graving  docks  should  be  approved,  but 
in  deference  to  the  view  of  the  Admiralty 
the  scheme  has  been  reduced,  and  it  is 
now  proposed  to  construct  only  one 
graving  dock.  Those  interested  in  the 
port  of  Dover  are  hopeful  that  at  some 
future  time  the  present  restrictions  may 
be  withdrawn.  In  conclusion,  I  have 
to  inform  your  Lordships  that  all  the 
local  authorities  of  Dover,  the  harbour 
board,  the  town  council,  the  chamber 
of  commerce,  and  the  railway  companies, 
have  petitioned  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  therefore  hope  your  Lordships 
will  suspend  the  Standing  Order  and 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  **  That  the  order  made  on 
the  25th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2*."— (Lorrf  Brassey.) 

Lord  GLANTAWE  :  My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  support  the  Motion  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  just  moved,  and  I  hope 
the  Admiralty,  on  reconsideration,  will 
not  place  a  limit  on  the  size  of  the  docks. 
I  have  had  considerable  experience  in 
these  matters,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  Swansea  Harbour  Trustees  for  nearly 
forty  years.  Graving  docks  have  been 
constructed  there  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  result  has  always  been.that  a  dock 
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constructed  to  meet  present  requirements 
has)  invariable  been  iound  in  a  few  years 
to  have  been  too  small ;  and  unless  there 
is|  special  reason  for  limiting  the  size  of 
the  dock  at  Dover,  I  hope,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  who  are  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  construction  and  the  shipping 
community  generally,  that  the  restrictions 
as  to  the  size  of  the  dock  will  be  removed. 
I  am  glad  that  the  opposition  to  the 
Second  Reading  has  been  withdrawn,  but 
I  would  strongly  press  upon  the  Ad- 
miralty and  those  who  are  in  authority 
at  Dover  to  consider  very  carefully  the 
question  of  the  size  of  the  dock  to  be 
constructed,  so  that  no  capital  may  be 
wasted,  and  that  the  port  may  benefit 
from  the  experience  of  other  ports  in  the 
construction  of  docks  of  a  sinular  nature. 

*LoRD  WEARDALE,  who  had  given 
notice,  on  the  Motion  for  the  Second 
Reading,  to  move  "  That  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  this  day  three  months," 
said  :  My  Lords,  I  think  I  ought  to 
explain  that  in  putting  on  the  Paper 
this  Amendment,  which  I  have  since  with- 
drawn, I  had  no  desire  to  place  any  im- 
pediment in  any  way  to  the  construction 
of  these  graving  docks  at  Dover.  My  object 
was  to  avoid  anything  like  obstruction  in 
the  future  to  a  Channel  ferry  service  being 
established,  and  we  consequently  ap- 
proached the  promotersand  have  been  able 
to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  agreement  on 
this  matter.  In  those  circumstances  I 
do  not  intend  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  my  name.  \ 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  op  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  : 
My  Lords,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  some 
conversation  with  the  noble  Earl  the 
Chairman  of  Committtees  upon  this 
matter  last  week,  and  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  respectfully  advise  your  Lord- 
ships to  agree  to  the  MotioD.  In  this 
case,  again,  there  is  no  fault  lying  at  the 
door  of  the  promoters.  The  delay  was 
caused  on  account  of  objections  taken  by 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  objections  far- 
reaching  and  in  the  nature  of  public 
policy.  These  matters  have  been  ad- 
justed to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Admir- 
alty, but  the  negotiations  have  had  the 
effect  of  delaying  the  presentation  of  the 
Bill  to  your  Lordships. j^In  these  cir- 

Lord  Glanianoe. 


cumstances,  and  as  it  will  now  pass,  I 
understand,  as  an  imopposed  measure, 
I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the  Motion. 

The  Earl  op  GRANARD  :  My  Lords, 
I  wish  to  state  in  a  few  words  the  view  of 
the  Admiralty.  In  the  first  instance  the- 
Admiralty  objected  to  the  Bill,  for  the 
reason  that  if  the  dock  was  made  the  size- 
originaUy  proposed,  it  would  take  away 
a  large  amount  of  water  from  the  naval 
harbour.  Since  then  the  promoters  have 
modified  their  original  proposal,  and  the 
Admiralty  now  see  no  reason  to  oppose 
the  Second  Reading.  The  Admiralty,, 
however,  intend  to  submit  a  number  of 
Amendments  of  a  protective  character 
when  the  Bill  goes  before  the  Select 
Committee.  With  that  reservation,  they 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  Second  Reading: 
of  the  Bill. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill 
read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  for 
To-morrow. 

London  Coimty  Coimcil(General  Powers} 
Bill. — ^Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments  ; 
further  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Gosport  Gas  Bill;  Central  Ireland 
Electric  Power  Bill;  Sligo  and  Axigna 
Railway  Bill ;  London  United  Tramway* 
Bill;  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire 
Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill;  Holdemess 
Water  Bill.— Read  3a,  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

(Jas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 
The  said  Amendments  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments- 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Leith  Burgh  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Rail¥ray  Bill 
[h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons- 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
.^endments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 
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Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 
The  said  Amendments  agreed  to,  with 
an  Amendment,  and  Bill  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (General  Powers) 
Bill ;  Tyne  Improvement  Bill ;  Widnes 
Corporation  Bill ;  Margate  Corporation 
Bill ;  Manchester  Corporation  Bill ; 
Burnley  Corporation  Bill. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 
agreed  to. 

Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].  —  Read  2a 
(according  to  order),  and  (pursuant  to 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been 
reported  from  the  Committee;  and  to 
be  read  3a  To-morrow. 

Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill. 
— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments ;  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To- 
morrow, and  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order  to 
its  being  dispensed  with. 


travellers'  samples ; 
30th  May,  1908. 


signed  at  Rome> 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No.  6.  (1908).  Further  correspondence 
respecting  the  Second  Peace  Conference, 
held  at  the  Hague  in  1907  (in  continua- 
tion of  Miscellaneous,  No.  1,  (1908) 
[Cd.  4081.] ). 

No.  6.  (1908).  Final  act  of  the  Second 
Peace  Conference,  held  at  the  Hague  in 
1907,  and  conventions  and  declaration 
annexed  thereto. 


TRADE  REPORTS : 
No.  4074.  Peru. 


ANNUAL  SERIES. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS.  ETC, 

BOARD  OP  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Return  of  the  number  of  steam  trawlers 
registered  at  ports  in  the  States  of 
Western  Europe  in  the  year  1907. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 
Report    of    proceedings    as    regards 
Ireland,  for  the  year  1907. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Statement  showiotg  for  each  secondary 
school  in  respect  of  which  waive  resolu- 
tions were  passed  by  the  local  education 
authority  under  Article  43  of  the  Regula- 
tions for  Secondary  Schools,  1907,  the 
articles  which  the  board  were  asked  to 
waive,  and  their  decision  as  regards 
each  article. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  20.  (1908). 
Agreement  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  Italy,  respecting  commercial 


BASUTOLAND. 
Report  of  proceedings  of  the  Basuto- 
land  National  Council,  1908,  and  corres- 
pondence as  to  affairs  of  Basutoland. 

NATAL. 
Further    correspondence    relating    to 
native  affairs  in  Natal  (in  continuation 
of  [Cd.  4001.],  May,  1908). 

Despatch  from  the  Governor  of  Natal 
forwarding  a  Bill  to  make  special  provi- 
sion for  the  trial  of  natives  accused  of 
certain  crimes  (in  continuation  of  [Cd. 
4194.],  July,  1908). 

CUSTOMS. 
Fifty-second  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Mis  Majesty's  Customs,  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1908. 

MARRIAGES,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 
(IRELAND). 

Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar-v 
General,  for  the  year  1907. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND). 
Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
quarter  ended  30th  June,  1908. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  GALWAY. 
-  Annual  Report  of  the  President  for 
the  session  1907-1908. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK. 
Annual  Report  of  the  President  for 
the  session  1907-1908. 
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POST  OFFICE. 
Fifty-Fourth  Report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  on  the  Post  Office. 

METEOROLOGICAL  COMMITTEE. 
Third   Annual    Report   for   the   year 
ended  31st  March,  1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LUNACY. 
Return  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 
number  of  visits  made  and  the  number 
of  patients  seen  by  the  several  Com- 
missioners in  Lunacy,  during  the  six 
months  ended  30th  June,  1908. 

BANKRUPTCY. 
Twenty-fifth  General  Annual  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  under  Section  131 
of  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1883. 

General  Rule,  made  pursuant  to  the 
Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890,  Warrants 
and  arrests,  imder  Section  27  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Act,  1883. 

MINES  AND  QUARRIES  (FIRE  AT  HAM- 
STEAD  COLLIERY). 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  R.  A.  S. 
Redmayne,  Esq.,  on  the  causes  of,  and 
circumstances  attending,  an  underground 
fire  which  occurred  at  Hamstead  Colliery 
on  4th  March,  1908. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  AND 
COURT  OF  APPEAL,  ETC. 

Account  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act,  1875, 
showing  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
in  respect  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
and  the  Court  of  Appeal  during  the  vear 
ended  31st  March,  1908. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Return,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1908,  of  the  Army  and  Navy  officers 
permitted  imder  Rule  2  of  the  Regulations 
drawn  up  under  Section  6  of  the  "  Super- 
annuation Act,  1887,"  to  hold  civil 
employment  of  profit  under  public  de- 
partments. 

LAND  REGISTRY. 

Account  of  receipts  and  pajonents  in 
respect  of  the  Land  Registry,  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1908. 


CLERGY  (WEST  INDIES). 
Return  of  the  amount  payable  on  5th 
January,  1908,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  for  Ecclesiastical  purposes  in  the 
West  Indies. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant    to 
A.ct),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

IRELAND  (PROCLAIMED  COUNTIES). 
Return    respecting :     laid    before  the 
House    (pursuant   to    Order    of    Friday 
last),  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  184.] 

FINANCE  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;    and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Wednesday  next. — (The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 
[No.  185.] 


SAFETY  OF  LIFE  AT  SEA. 
Lord  MUSKERRY  rose  to  call 
attention  to  certain  modified  regulations 
which  have  been  adopted  recently  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  respect  to  the 
qualifying  time  in  charge  of  a  watch 
required  of  those  candidates  for  Board 
of  Trade  certificates  as  mate  or  master 
who  have  served  an  apprenticeship  on 
approved  sea-going  training  vessels  ;  to 
refer  to  the  protest  against  these  new 
regulations  which  has  been  entered  by 
the  Imperial  Merchant  Service  Guild; 
to  ask  why  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  Advisory  Committee  was  not 
firstly  ascertained  before  the  new  regula- 
tions were  adopted  ;  and  to  move  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  these 
modified  regulations  are  a  departure 
from  assurances  given  in  this  House  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  new  regulations  should  be 
withdrawn  before  they  can  become  in 
any  way  operative." 

The  noble  Lord  said :  My  Lords,  in 
calling  attention  to  the  Notice  which 
stands  in  my  name,  I  am  bringing  bef<»e 
your  Lordships  what,  I  feel,  is  a  very 
serious  matter.  We  are  all  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  question  of  safety  of  life 
at  sea,  and  I  am  sure  your  Lordahips 
will  agree  with  me  that  we  should  dis- 
countenance in  the  strongest  way  any 
changes  or  alterations  which  may  mini- 
mise the  safety  of  our  sailors  or  the  sea- 
going public.    If  there  is  one  thing  more 
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than  another  which  is  absolutely  essential 
in  promoting  or  ensuring  safety  it  is 
that  the  ships  which  fly  our  Red  Ensign 
should  be  commanded  and  officered 
by  the  most  competent,  capable,  and 
experienced  men.  At  the  present  time, 
thanks  to  the  efficiency  of  the  certified 
commanders  and  officers  of  our  merchant  | 
fleet,  we  can  feel  nothing  but  pride  at 
the  way  in  which  our  ships  are  navigated 
in  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  Therefore, 
I  contend  that  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
no  right  whatever  to  tamper  with  the 
existing  conditions,  thus  subjecting  our 
merchant  ships  to  greater  risk  and 
converting  efficiency  into  possible 
disaster. 

I  know  that  the  standard  of  the 
examinations  for  Board  of  Trade  certifi- 
cates of  competency  has  been  improved 
of  late  years,  but  I  do  not  know  that, 
even  yet,  it  is  by  any  means  perfect. 
It  may  also  be  said,  and  I  do  not  disagree 
with  it,  that  the  possession  of  a  certificate 
does  not  necessarily  ensure  ability  and 
efficiency  in  the  particular  sphere  which 
the  certificate  enables  the  holder  of  it 
to  enter.  A  good  mathematician  may 
not  be  a  good  seaman  or  vice  versa.  It 
is  the  same  in  all  professions,  whether 
the  sea  or  otherwise.  But  I  do  claim 
that  a  certificate  of  the  kind  imbues  the 
holder  of  it  with  a  due  sense  of  his 
responsibilities,  and  that  he  is  directly 
answerable  to  the  Grovemment  for  any 
misdoings  or  for  any  culpable  negligence 
in  carrying  out  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities vested  in  him.  What  makes 
the  certificate  of  even  more  value  is 
that  it  proves  that  the  holder  of  it  has 
had  sound  practical  experience  at  sea 
for  a  number  of  years.  And,  in  the 
case  of  certificates  for  the  higher  grades, 
they  indicate  that  the  owners  of  them 
have  had  considerable  experience  in 
sole  charge  of  a  watch — ^that  is,  they 
clearly  understand  what  it  means  to 
be  in  charge  of  the  bridge  and  de  facto 
of  the  ship  during  certain  watches  each 
day. 

I  trust  that  your  Lordships  will  agree 
with  me  when  I  say  that  no  man  should 
be  granted  a  certificate  as  first  officer 
or  captain  of  a  British,  ship  until  he 
can  produce  the  necessary  testimony 
that  he  has  had  experience  of  this  kind, 
for  it  is  only  then  that  by  practical 


experience  he  is  thoroughly  alive  to 
the  most  serious  responsibilities  which 
devolve  upon  him  in  occupying  a  position 
of  enormous  trust  on  board  ship.  Until 
the  present  time  the  Board  of  Trade 
have  evidently  been  of  a  similar  opinion. 
Finding  that  their  previous  regulations 
were  being  evaded,  the  Board  issued 
a  special  circular  to  their  examiners 
laying  particular  stress  on  the  necessity 
of  candidates  proving  that  they  had 
been  in  regular  charge  of  a  watch,  or 
watches,  during  each  day.  The  Board 
state  that,  in  the  foreign  trade,  the 
time  served  in  charge  of  a  watch  must 
amount  to  not  less  than  eight  hours 
of  each  twenty-four  hours  of  service, 
and  in  their  official  regulations  relating 
to  examinations  they  say  that  it  must 
be  distinctly  understood  that  occasional 
service  in  charge  of  a  watch  should 
not  be  accepted  as  qualifying  service 
for  certificates  as  first  mate  or  master. 
The  Board  warn  their  examiners  that 
great  care  must  be  exercised  by  them 
in  regard  to  such  service,  and  unless 
the  candidate  produces  a  satisfactory 
certificate,  setting  forth  these  facts, 
from  the  master  or  owner  of  the  vessel 
in  which  the  service  was  performed, 
it  must  not  be  accepted. 

In  years  gone  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
insisted  upon  candidates  showing  actual 
experience  on  board  ship  in  a  similar 
capacity  to  the  certificate  they  held. 
For  instance,  before  a  candidate  could 
be  examined  for  a  master's  certificate  he 
was  required  to  produce  proof  of  twelve 
months  service  as  chief  officer.  But 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  modified  these 
regulations  from  time  to  time,  with  the 
result  that  service  in  quite  junior  capa- 
cities is  considered  sufficient  to  qualify 
candidates  to  take  out  a  certificate 
enabling  them  to  command  a  ship. 
The  new  modifications  which  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  introduced  by  a  stroke  of 
the  pen,  just  as  they  did  in  regard  to  the 
deeper  immersion  of  British  ships,  con- 
stitute a  step  which  compels  me  to  enter 
an  emphatic  protest. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into 
all  the  different  details  as  to  qualifying 
time  required  for  Board  of  Trade  certi- 
ficates. To  put  the  matter  shortly, 
before  a  candidate  can  pres enjb 
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for  examination  for  a  first  mate's  certi- 
ficate he  mnst  show  that  he  has  had  at 
least  twelve  months  experience  in  regu- 
lar charge  of  a  watch.  Candidates  for 
masters'  certificates  mnst  show  at  the 
very  least  two  years — ^usnally  it  is  two 
and  a  half  years — experience  of  a  simi- 
lar kind,  twelve  months  of  which  must 
have  heen  in  a  grade  not  lower  than 
second  mate.  To  show  you  what  has 
been  the  Board's  view  hitherto,  the 
words  "  in  charge  of  a  watch  "  are  em- 
phasised in  the  regulations  in  order  to 
lay  special  stress  on  them.  To  make 
my  point  clear  it  is,  that  under  the  latest 
regulations  issued  by  the  Board  to  meet 
the  case  of  a  few  favoured  ship-owners 
owning  very  large  ships,  those  who  have 
served  in  what  are  to  be  known  as  "  ap- 
proved sea-going  training  vessels"  will 
be  permitted  to  sit  for  a  master's  certi- 
ficate without  ever  having  had  charge 
of  a  watch.  Their  experience  need  only 
have  been  in  very  junior  capacities  on 
board  ship  where,  when  on  watch,  they 
have  been  subordinate  to  '  the  officer 
actually  in  charge.  It  is  proper  for  me 
to  say  that  such  candidates,  after  passing 
their  examination,  will  not  be  given 
their  certificates  as  master  xmtil  they 
can  prove  that  they  have  had  twelve 
months  service  in  charge  of  a  watch, 
though  candidates  for  certificates  as 
chief  mates  need  not  show  any  experience 
in  charge  of  a  watch  whatever,  and  their 
certificates  will  be  granted  on  comple- 
tion of  the  examination. 

I  say  without  hesitation  that  it  is  a 
very  serious  and  a  very  wrong  thing  for 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  make  such  drastic 
changes  when,  as  usual,  they  have  not 
consulted  those  who  are  chiefly  affected — 
that  is,  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
efficiency  and  safety  of  our  merchant 
ships.  When  candidates  of  very  limited 
and  immature  experience  have  obtained 
certificates  of  the  highest  grades  they  are 
not  in  any  way  bound  to  remain  in  the 
company  in  which  they  have  been  serving. 
It  is  quite  open  for  them  to  transfer  their 
services.  And  it  is  very  likely  that  they 
will  do  so  on  the  ground  of  better  pros- 
pects or  higher  inducements  elsewhere. 
The  Board  of  Trade  are  thus  a  party  to 
creating  a  supply  of  officers  possessing 
by  no  means  the  same  practical  experi- 
ence in  responsible  capacities  as  those  we  i 
have  at  present,  and^what  the  dire  results 
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of  this  will  be  in  due  time  will  be  perfectly 
obvious  to  your  Lordships.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  youths  serving  in  these  now 
'*  approved  sea-going  training  ships " 
will  not  get  a  very  good  training  in  the 
technicaUties  of  their  profession,  but  I 
do  say  that  it  is  just  as  essential  with 
them  as  with  others  that  they  should  be 
compelled  to  show  that  they  have  had 
actual  experience  in  responsible  capaci- 
ties on  board  ship  before  being  granted 
the  higher  certificates  from  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Under  the  new  scheme  of  the  Board 
these  favoured  applicants  need  only  have 
served  in  very  junior  capacities  pro- 
vided their  service  has  been  on  vessels 
of  not  less  than  8,000  tons  gross  making 
an  average  speed  of  sixteen  knots  and 
upwards  and  carrying  a  crew  of  not  less 
than  130  men,  including  six  deck  officers 
besides  the  master.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  term  "  deck  officer  "  is  a  proper  one 
for  the  Board  of  Trade  to  use,  for  an 
officer  is  an  officer  of  the  ship  from  tmek 
to  keelson  and  his  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities extend  over  all  parts  of  her.  I 
may  say  that  in  very  large  ships,  such  as 
those  of  over  8,000  tons,  it  is  all  the  more 
important  that  the  very  best  and  most 
experienced  officers  should  be  carried. 
Presumably  more  officers  will  be  created 
by  the  shipowners  through  the  medium 
of  these  training  ships  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  there  are  already  more  than  an 
ample  supply  of  officers  in  the  mercantile 
marine.  Even  up  to  the  present  time 
shipowners  have  usually  required  appli- 
cants for  junior  positions  on  board  ship  to 
hold  certificates  of  the  highest  grades 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  thus 
ensure  that  they  have  had  good  practical 
experience  in  charge  of  a  watch. 

Now,  thanks  to  a  hollow  and  absura 
cry  about  a  shortage  of  ships'  officers,  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  shipowners  are  going 
on  the  other  tack,  and  officers  of  the 
most  limited  experience  will  be  con> 
sidered  as  amply  sufficient  to  act  in 
responsible  capacities  on  board  ship. 
My  Lords,  there  is  no  shortage  of 
officers  for  our  merchant  service.  I 
have  it  on  the  best  authority  that 
there  are  a  large  number  of  highly 
qualified  captains  and  officers  out  of 
employment  at  present  and  that  much 
distress  exists  in  consequence.  But  there 
is  a  shortage  of  British  seamen  in  the 
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iorecastle  of  our  ships,  and  this  does 
Te  quire  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
I  do  not  say  that  training  schemes 
•should  be  <^scouraged,  although  the 
efficiency  of  our  present-day  captains 
and  officers  seems  to  indicate  that  there 
is  no  immediate  necessity  for  any  such 
schemes. 

The  Board  of  Trade's  new  concessions 
to  shipowners  are,  of  course,  of  advantage 
to,  for  instance,  the  American  Inter- 
Jiational  Combine  comprising  the  White 
Star  and  other  lines  who,  on  their  new 
training-ship  "Mersey"  intend  takmg 
cadets  and  charging  high  premiums  for 
so  doing.  I  may  say  that  as  the  "  Mer- 
.sey  "  is  a  sailing  ship  this  is  a  very  much 
better  scheme  than  any  of  those  that 
propose  to  train  boys  on  steamers,  where 
they  cannot  learn  all  the  details  of  their 
profession,  and  therefore  can  never  be- 
come thoroughly  efficient  officers.  1 
have  worked  it  out  and  estimate  that, 
providing  a  youngster  first  puts  in  two 
years  on  a  stationary  training-ship  such 
as  the  "  Worcester  "  or  "  Conway,"  and 
then  three  years  in  an  approved  sea- 
going training-ship  such  as  the  "  Mersey," 
it  will  take  from  eight  to  ten  years  before 
he — or  perhaps  I  should  more  correctly 
say,  his  parents — will  be  able  to  show  a 
single  halfpenny  on  the  credit  side  of  his 
account.  The  cost  of  his  training  up  to 
obtaining  his  first  Board  of  Trade  certi- 
ficate will  be  nob  less  than  £400,  and 
iihen  after  it  has  taken  him  five  years  to 
get  his  certificate  he  may  consider 
himself  lucky  if  he  starts  to  earn  £8  a 
month,  upon  which  he  has  to  keep  up 
the  position  of  a  gentleman  on  it,  and 
pay  for  the  expensive  uniforms  he  must 
wear.  This,  my  Lords,  is  what  is  held 
out  as  in  ducements  to  go  to  sea  nowa- 
-days  in  the  merchant  service. 

Jtir,  Lloyd-George  made  provision  in 
the  last  Merchant  Shipping  Act  for  a 
Merchant  Shipping  Advisory  Committee, 
■and  it  was  expected  that  the  Board  would 
seek  the  opinion  of  this  committee  of 
experts  when  any  important  questions 
arose  which  affected  shipping  interests. 
It  seems  to  me  a  very  curious  thing  that 
on  this  particular  question  the  advisory 
committee  was  not  asked  to  express  an 
opinion,  though  matters  of  compara- 
tively minor  importance  have  been 
teought  by  the  Board  before  this  com- 


mittee from  time  to  time.  I  cannot 
see  what  use  it  is  to  have  a  committee 
of  the  kind  and  put  the  country  to  a 
good  deal  of  expense  in  connection  with  it 
when,  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  it  is  never 
consulted.  Affecting,  as  they  do,  the 
position  and  the  interests  of  the  com- 
manders and  officers  of  our  merchant  ships, 
surely  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  be 
allowed  to  express  their  views  when  such 
changes  are  suggested.  I  may  say  that 
I  am  chiefly  moving  in  this  matter  on  the 
urgent  representations  of  the  Imperial 
Merchant  Service  Guild.  The  guild, 
on  learning  of  the  new  regulations, 
addressed  a  vigorous  protest  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  characterising  the  change  as  one 
most  injurious  to  the  profession  which  it 
represents  and  most  certainly  calculated 
to  reduce  the  high  standard  of  safety  and 
efficiency  which  is  at  present  such  a 
distinguishing  and  gratifying  feature  of 
the  merchant  service  of  this  country.  I 
am  with  them  entirely  in  this  view. 

There  is  another  very  serious  aspect 
of  this  question.  Some  little  time  ago 
I  had  the  honour  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  your  Lordships  a  proposition  of  ship- 
owners that,  under  certain  conditions, 
the  qualifying  time  shown  by  candi- 
dates for  the  lowest  Board  of  Trade 
certificate — that  of  second  mate — should 
be  reduced  from  four  to  three  years.  It 
was  with  very  sincere  gratification  and 
appreciation  that  I  found  that  the  spirit 
of  this  House  was  entirely  with  me  in 
strongly  opposing  a  proposition  of  this 
kind,  and  I  was  equally  gratified  to  re- 
ceive the  assurances  of  my  noble  friend 
who  then  represented  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  the  Board  had  no  intention  whatever 
of  departing  from  the  present  rule  as  to 
sea  service  before  a  man  is  able  to  take  up 
his  certificate.  The  noble  Earl,  as  I 
thought,  very  properly  supplemented  this 
by  saying  that  the  only  way  to  get  boys 
to  go  to  sea  was  to  make  the  calling  of  the 
sea  attractive,  and  until  that  was  done 
he  was  afraid  that  we  should  find  it  very 
hard  to  increase  the  nimiber  of  British 
subjects  serving  in  the  mercantile 
marine.  My  noble  friends  the  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne  and  Lord  Ellenborough 
welcomed  this  assurance  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  noble 
Marquess  warned  the  Board  of  Trade 
as  to  being  extremely  cwe^ul^^^t^  in 
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any  way  relax  the  requirements  in  regard 
to  the  ejQSciency  and  competency  of 
ships'  officers. 

I  want  to  know  why  there  has  now 
been    such    a    distinct    departure    from 
the    Board    of    Trade's    assurance    as 
given  in  this  House  ?     A  change  as  to 
.qualifying  time  for  responsible  positions 
on  board  ship  has  been  made,  and  it  is 
most  certainly  a  relaxation  of  the  require- 
ments hitherto  existing  in  regard  to  the 
efficiency    and    *competency    of    ships' 
officers.     I  do  not  at  all  like  these  tinker- 
ing methods  of  the  Marine  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  especially  when 
they   are   so   dangerous,   and    done   so 
quietly.    Your  Lordships  will  inflict  no 
hardship  on  anybody  in  expressing  the 
opinion  that  the  new  regulations  I  am 
referring  to  should  be  withdrawn.    Ap- 
proved sea -going  training-ships  have  not 
as    yet    started,    and    the    regulations, 
therefore,    are    not    operative    as    yet. 
The  Marine  Department  of  the  Board 
of   Trade  have  informed   the   Imperial 
Merchant   Service  Guild   that   they  do 
not  consider  it  necessary  to  modify  the 
regulations    in    question    in    any    way. 
Fortunately,    the    Marine    Department 
are  not  the  final  court  in  matters  of  the 
kind.     There  is  no  need  whatever  for 
the  new  regulations,   and    there    is  no 
reason  why  favouritism  should  be  shown 
to  candidates  who  have  served  in  sea- 
going  training-ships,  where   the   service 
would    be    much    more    pleasant    and 
congenial,  whilst  the  less  favoured  ones 
going   through    their   apprenticeship    in 
the     ordinary    way — though    decidedly 
none  the   worse   off   in  the   end — must' 
comply   with    the    old    regulations    as 
heretofore. 

I  trust  your  Lordships  will  support 
this  Motion.  I  must  repeat  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  prevent  any  mischievous 
or  dangerous  propositions  or  schemes 
which  tend  to  minimise  the  efficiency 
and  safety  of  our  merchant  ships.  We 
must  have  men  to  command  and  officer 
them  who  have  had  the  necessary 
practical  experience  in  responsible  capaci- 
ties, and  no  man  should  be  granted  a 
certificate  of  competency  as  chief  officer 
or  captain  of  a  British  ship  unless  he 
can  produce  proof  of  real  experience  in 
responsible  capacities.  On  these  grounds 
and    on    the    ground    that    assurances 

Lord  Mmkerry. 


given  in  this  House  have  been  departed. 
from  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  subnut 
my  Motion  for  the  consideration,  and^ 
I  hope,  for  the  support  of  your  Lordships^ 

Moved  to  resolve,  "That,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  this  House,  the  m:odified 
regulations  which  have  been  adopted 
recently  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
respect  to  the  qualifying  time  in  charge 
of  a  watch  required  of  those  candidates- 
for  Board  of  Trade  certificates  as- 
mate  or  master  who  have  served  an 
apprenticeship  on  approved  sea-going 
training  vessels  are  a  departure  front 
assurances  given  in  this  House  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  that  it  is  desirable 
that  the  new  regulations  should  be 
withdrawn  before  they  can  become  in 
any  way  operative. — {Lord  Muskerry,) 

♦Lord  HASITLTON  of  D ALZBLL  :  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Lord  has  been  for  many 
years  a  regular  questioner  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  this  House,  and  the  Depart- 
ment had  come  to  look  upon  him,  if  not 
as  one  of  its  oldest  friends,  at  all  events 
as  one  who  understood  them  and  whont 
they  understood.  It  came,  therefore, 
as  rather  an  unpleasant  surprise  that  the 
notice  of  Motion  which  he  had  placed 
on  the  Paper  should  contain  an  accusa- 
tion of  breach  of  faith  against  the  Depart-^ 
ment.  I  would  submit  to  your  Lord^ 
ships  that  the  modified  regulations  which 
have  been  introduced  cannot  be  so- 
described,  and  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  agree  to  that  view. 

Lord  MUSKERRY  :    I  beg  the  noble 
Lord's  pardon. 

*LoRD    HAMILTON  of  DALZrELL  r 

I  said  that  the  modified  regulations 
are  in  no  sense  a  departure  from  the 
assurances  which  have  already  been 
given.  I  gather  from  the  letter  which 
was  written  by  the  Merchant  Service 
Guild  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the 
particular  assurance  which  the  noble 
Lord  and  the  Merchant  Service  Guild 
have  in  their  mind  is  one  which  was  given 
in  this  House  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Granard  on  10th  July  last  year.  That 
assurance  was  given  in  a  discussion  upon 
a  Motion  which  had  been  made  by  the 
noble  Lord,  in  which  he  called  attention 
to  the  alleged  shortf^e  of^fficeirs  in  the 
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merchant  service  and  asked  that  in  any 
steps  which  might  be  taken  to  remedy- 
that  deficiency,  the  existence  of  which 
he  did  not  admit,  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  not  include  amongst  those  remedies 
any  curlaihnent  of  the  period  of  service 
at  sea  which  is  necessary]bef ore  candidates 
can  present  themselves  for  examination 
for  second  mates'  certificates.  The  Board 
of  Trade  had  no  intention  of  doing  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  therefore,  my  noble 
friend  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  the 
assurance  which  was  asked  for.  My 
noble  friend  is  here,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
is  ready  to  answer  for  himself.  I  merely 
mention  this  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  the  Department  thoroughly  endorse 
everything  which  was  said  by  my  noble 
friend  on  that  occasion,  and  also  main- 
tain that  these  new  regulation^  are  in  no 
sense  a  departure  from  that  assurance. 
In  fact,  if  does  not  matter  what  assur- 
ances were  given.  Because  the  modified 
regulations,  where  they  alter  the  period 
of  service  which  candidates  for  these 
certificates  must  imdergo,  in  every  case 
lengthen  that  period  and  in  no  case 
shorten  it ;  and,  where  the  nature  of  the 
service  is  varied,  I  hope  to  show  your 
Lordships  that  something  is  substituted 
for  it  which  is  at  least  as  valuable  as, 
if  not  more  valuable  than,  that  which 
was  required  under  the  old  regulations. 

These  modified  regulations  have  been 
issued  in  order  to  adapt  the  regulations 
to  a  new  system  of  training  which  ha? 
recently  been  instituted  by  one  of  the 
great  steamship  companies — the  White 
Star  Line.  That  system  was  alluded  to 
by  my  noble  friend  Lord  Brassey  and 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Granard  recently 
in  this  House.  It  has  been  adopted  after 
consultation  with  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  it  has  the  full  approval  of  the  De- 
partment. I  will* describe,  very  briefly, 
how  it  differs  from  the  old  system  of 
training,  which  consisted,  as  your  Lord- 
ships are  aware,  of  four  years'  service  at 
sea,  either  as  an  apprentice  or  as  a  deck 
hand  in  any 'capacity.  The  defect  of 
that  system  undoubtedly  is  that  in  these 
days  of  steamships  it  is  very  difficult  for 
the  officers  of  the  ship  to  devote  very 
much  of  their  time  to  the  teaching  of 
apprentices.  Under  the  old  system  of 
sailing  ships  they  had  more  leisure  to  do 
so,  and  I  think  it  is  universally  acknow- 


ledged that  the  apprentice  system  is  more* 
valuable  on  a  sailing  ship  than  on  a  stea-n- 
ship.  In  order  to  carry  out  a  n?w 
system  of  training  on  a  sailing  ship  the 
White  Star  Line  have  recently  purchased  a- 
sailing  shipof,  I  think,  1,800  tons.  She  has 
been  fitted  up  to  carry  sixty  apprentices^ 
who  will  work  the  ship  with  the  assist- 
ance, I  believe,  while  it  is  necessary,  of 
ten  deck  hands.  Besides  a  full  com- 
plement of  officers  and  a  doctor,  this 
ship  will  carry  two  schoolmasters  who 
will  instruct  the  cadets  or  apprentices  in 
various  subjects  extremely  useful  to  them 
in  their  career  in  the  merchant  service, 
such  as  foreign  languages,  navigation^ 
nautical  astronomy,  and  other  subjects- 
of  a  technical  character.  The  more 
technical  part  of  their  education  will  be 
undertaken  by  the  officers  of  the  ship^ 
and  I  believe  there  will  be  included  in  the- 
course  instruction  by  the  surgeon  in 
ambulance  work.  In  fact,  the  instruc- 
tion which  will  be  given  will  be  of  the 
most  complete  character,  and  it  has  the 
thorough  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  This  is  the  new  svstem  of  in- 
struction to  which  the  modified  regula- 
tions are  to  be  adapted. 

I  quite  agree  with  what  the  noble 
Lord  has  said,  that  there  is  no  finer  body 
of  men  in  the  world  than  the  officers  of 
our  merchant  service.  I  quite  ac^ee 
with  him  that  we  are  all  very  proud  of 
them  and  that  they  command  the  greatest 
confidence  and  respect ;  and  it  is  qiiite 
fair  to  say  that  a  system  of  training 
which  has  produced  such  good  results- 
cannot  have  very  much  the  matter  with 
it.  But  even  the  best  of  systems  is  none 
the  worse  for  being  brought  up  to  date^ 
and  that  is  what  this  new  system  of 
instruction  will  do.  The  new  modified 
regulations  deal  with  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  candidates  for  the  three 
certificates  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  noble  Lord  has  correctly 
stated  what  those  modifications  are.  In 
the  case  of  second  mates'  certificates^ 
they  allow  the  necessary  qualifying 
period  of  four  years  at  sea  to  be  spent 
on  one  of  these  approved  training-ships^ 
on  which  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  instruction  which  will  be  re- 
ceived will  be  very  much  superior  to  what 
is  likely  to  be  received  by  a  man  who 
serves  as  a  deck  haj[l(i^9y[3apprentice.[^ 
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For  a  first  mate's  certificate  and  for  a 
master's  certificate  certain  further  modi- 
fications have  been  introduced  in  order 
to  meet  a  difficulty  which  arises.  The 
^gentlemen  who  have  introduced  this  new 
scheme  of  training  officers  at  very  con- 
eiderable  expense  are  naturally  anxious 
that  those  officers  should  be  able  to  serve 
the  whole  of  their  service  on  board  their 
ships.  The  old  regulations  did  not 
permit  of  their  doing  so,  and  I  will  show 
"why.  In  the  case  of  a  candidate  for  a 
first  mate's  certificate  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  show  that  he  had  been  in 
-complete  charge  of  a  watch  on  a  foreign 
going  vessel  for  a  space  of  one  year.  As 
your  Lordships  are  aware,  on  these  great 
liners  watches  are  invariably  kept  by  two 
'Officers,  and  it  would  follow,  therefore, 
that  in  order  to  comply  with  the  regula- 
-tions  the  officer  would  have  to  leave  the 
Hwrvice  of  the  company  and  engage  on  a 
smaller  vessel  where  only  one  officer 
Icept  watch.  A  similar  difficulty  arose 
-with  regard  to  the  examination  for  the 
master's  certificate.  What  has  been 
done  is  this.  The  period  during  which  the 
t)fficer  must  have  served  in  possession  of 
a  second  mate's  certificate  has  been 
•doubled.  He  now  has  to  serve  two 
years  instead  of  one  ;  but  it  is  provided 
i^hat  if  he  is  on  board  a  ship  com- 
plying with  certain  conditions  as  to 
•flize,  speed  and  number  of  crew,  that  is 
to  say,  a  liner  of  considerable  size,  he 
may  put  in  that  service  as  the  junior  of 
'the  two  watch-keeping  officers  instead  of 
being  in  sole  charge  of  the  watch.  The 
modification  with  respect  to  the  master's 
^certificate  is  of  a  very  similar  nature.  It 
ds  considered — and  I  think  considered 
.rightly--that  the  fact  that  the  period 
^f  service  is  twice  as  long,  that  it  must 
liave  been  passed  on  board  a  ship  where 
the  standard  of  efficiency  and  discipline 
is  so  high  as  it  is  on  these  great  liners, 
;and  that  the  candidate  must  have  had  in 
the  first  instance  the  advantage  of  the 
•very  complete  system  of  training  I  have 
/described,  makes  this  qualifying  period 
fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  what  was 
required  under  the  old  regulations. 

Then  the  noble  Lord  asks  why  it  is 
•that  the  Advisory  Committee  was  not 
-consulted.  My  answer  to  that  is  a  very 
(Simple  one.  In  the  first  place,  the 
stimejfof  the   Advisory  Committee   was 

Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell, 


fully  occupied.  It  has  been  fully  occupied 
ever  since  it  was  appointed.  In  the 
second  place,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  the  then 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  the 
exercise  ol  the  discretion  which,  I  think,  is 
invariably  granted  to  the  head  of  a  great 
Department,  considered  that  this  was  a 
matter  which  he  could  quite  well  settle 
himself.  I  have  given  details  of  the  new 
regulations  and  an  outline  of  the  new 
system  of  training  which  they  have  been 
adapted  to  meet,  and  I  have  only  one 
word  to  add.  The  purchase  and  fitting 
up  of  this  ship  has  cost  the  White  Star 
Company  a  very  considerable  sum  of 
money.  I  am  informed  that,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  ship  will  carry  cargo 
and  that  apprentices  will  pay  fees,  she 
will  be  run  at  an  annual  loss  of  several 
thousand  pounds.  This  very  consider- 
able expenditure  can  only  have  been 
incurred  with  one  object — namely,  the 
provision  of  officers  *who  will  have  had  a 
better  training,  and  will,  therefore,  pro- 
bably be  even  more  competent  than 
those  who  fill  the  positions  of  officers  on 
these  ships  at  the  present  moment ;  and 
I  contend  that  for  that  reason,  if  for 
no  other,  the  Department  are  thoroughly 
justified  in  the  course  they  have  taken, 
and  in  the  encouragement  which  they 
have  given  to  this  very  valuable  new 
undertaking. 

♦Lord  LYVEDEN:  My  Lords,  in 
regard  to  most  things  connected  with 
this  mercantile  marine  I  am  in  fuU 
agreement  with  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Muskerry,  but  to-day  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  cannot  agree  with  him.  For  a  long 
time  past  there  has  been  great  difficulty 
in  getting  officers  in  the  mercantife 
marine  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  sailing  ships,  owing  to  the  large  number 
of  steamers  now  afloat.  Your  Lordships 
have  heard  how  Mr.  Ismay,  of  the  White 
Star  Line,  formed  a  conamittee  to  con- 
sider the  question,  and  these  gentlemen 
decided  that  the  best  course  was  to 
purchase  a  full  rigged  ship  of  2,000  tons, 
in  which  sixty  cadets  could  be  carried, 
with  a  large  number  of  instructors.  Then 
a  difficulty  arose  as  to  what  could  be  done 
when  the  cadets  had  completed  their 
term  of  apprenticeship.  It  is  the  rule 
in  the  Wbite  Star  and  similar  lines, 
that  all  officers  should  have  master's 
certificates;    ^„|SlS?l^(9^eption> 
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made    it    only    applies    to    the    junior 
officers  of  the  watch.    Thus  the  regula- 
tions   of   the    Board    of    Trade    could 
not  be  complied  with,  as,  according  to 
those  Regulations,  the  candidate  must 
liave  had  full  watch  on  the  bridge.    The 
Committee  met  the  officials  of  the  Marine 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with 
the  result  that  the  concessions  referred  to, 
^which  only  apply  to  these  training  ships, 
Tvere   made.     These   concessions   enable 
cadets  to  pass  from  the  training  ship 
into  such  steamers  as  junior  officers,  and 
to  go  forward  with  a  continuity  of  em- 
ployment to  the  examination  for  mate's 
•certificate  and  master's  certificate  after  a 
proper  interval.    This  variation  is  not 
intended  in  any  way  to  make  it  easier  to 
obtain  these  certificates,  but  to  provide 
for    those    who  'are    specially    trained 
passing  to  steamers  where  two  or  more 
officers  are  engaged  and  going  forward  to 
A  higher  certificate  under  all  the  advan- 
tages appertaining  to  a   modem   liner. 
My  friend  Captain  Reedman,  of  the  S.Y. 
"**  Argonaut "  told  me  the  following  story. 
An  uncle  who  wished  to  see  his  nephew  once 
Asked  the  quartermaster  on  the  bridge  : 
"**  Is  my  nephew,  Mr.  Smith,  on  board  ?  " 
■**  Mr.  who  ?  "  inquired  the  quartermaster. 
^  Mr.  Smith,  a  fair-haired  boy,"  was  the 
Teply.     "  Oh,  you    mean  yoimg  Carrots. 
He  is  in  the  galley  with/ the  cook,  peeling 
potatoes.    Where  else  do  you  expect  an 
apprentice  to  be  ?  "    That  was  the  sort 
of  training  apprentices  received  in  the  old 
clays.    Seeing  the  splendid  training  these 
•boys  will  receive  on  these  ships  I  think 
the  slight  concessions  in  the  regulations 
are  justifiable,  and  I  hope  no  alteration 
will  be  made.    I  feel  sure  it  would  only 
hamper  these  young  men  who  are  doing 
the  best  they  can  to  get  a  thoroughly  good 
/education  to  qualify  them  for  the  position 
of  officers  in  the  mercantile  marine. 

The  Marquess  OP  SALISBURY :  My 
Xords,  I  am  sure  those  of  your  Lordships 
-who  have  listened  to  this  debate  will 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  represents 
the  Board  of  Trade,  that  it  is  for  the 
advantage  of  the  country  and  of  the 
merchant  service  that  the  methods  of 
training  should  be  brought  up  to  date, 
and  in  much  that  he  said  on  that  head  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  be  disposed  to 
<?oncur.  "We  can  all  agree  that  a  superior 
Idnd  of  education  and  a  more  scientific 


training  are  all  for  the  best.  I  confess 
that  when  I  came  down  to  your  Lordship's 
House  this  afternoon  I  had  hoped  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  in 
criticism  of  the  statement  to  be  made 
in  reply  to  Lord  Muskerry  ;  but  I  must 
say  I  do  not  think  that  in  every  respect 
my  noble  friend  behind  me  will  be  satis- 
fied with  the  answer  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  given.  I  quite  understand, 
and  I  think  he  probably  will  agree,  that 
the  effort  which  the  White  Star  Line  has 
made  is  a  patriotic  effort  which  they  in- 
tend to  be  of  great  advantage,  not  only  to 
themselves,  but  to  the  great  service  of 
which  they  form  a  part ;  but  I  do  not 
think  personally  I  should  be  disposed  to 
deny  that  the  period  of  service  which  is 
exacted  falls  short  of  what  ought  to  be 
expected.  There  is,  I  understand,  rather 
longer  sea  service  provided  under  the  new 
Tvles  than  imder  the  old  rules. 

Lord   HAMILTON    op   DALZELL: 
Twice  as  long. 

The    Marquess    op    SALISBURY: 

Well,  that  is,  of  course,  so  far  very 
satisfactory ;  but  it  seems  to  lack  one 
particular  quality — namely,  that  a  second 
mate  who  comes  up  for  a  first  mate's 
certificate  will  never  have  been  in  a 
position  of  absolute  responsibility.  I 
may  have  misunderstood  the  noble 
Lord,  but  that  is  what  I  took  to  be  the 
case,  that  owing  to  the  new  arrange- 
ment he  is  never  in  sole  charge  of  a 
vessel  He  xmdoubtedly  is  one  of  the 
two  officers  in  charge  of  the  watch,  but 
he  is  to  be  the  junior  of  his  rank.  I 
do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert  in  this 
matter,  but  I  certainly  fiould  have 
thought  that  the  matter  above  aU  others 
in  which  training  and  experience  are 
required  by  officers  of  the  merchant 
service  is  in  the  exercise  of  that  complete 
responsibility  which  sole  charge  alone 
can  confer.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  new  regulations  will  not  produce 
a  very  fine  article,  but  I  confess  I 
question  whether  anything  in  the  way 
of  scientific  training  or  of  longer  sea 
service  will  make  up  for  the  experience 
which  is  conferred  by  the  knowledge 
that  you,  and  you  alone,  are  responsible 
for  the  fate  of  the  ship.  I  gather  from 
my  noble  friend,  that,  although  the 
examination  may  i^^^fedPy*^-"^^^^*^* 
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chief  mate  has  ever  been  in  sole  charge, 
yet  before  he  is  actually  certificated  he 
must  have  been  a  year  in  sole  charge  of  f, 
vessel.  So  that  there  is  a  concession 
made  with  regard  to  the  master,  though 
the  sole  charge  even  in  his  case  is  not 
so  long  as  has  hitherto  prevailed. 


Lord  HAMILTON  of  DALZELL  : 
is  quite  as  long. 


It 


The    Marquess    op    SALISBURY: 
Then   I   am  reassured  to  that  extent, 
but  as  between  second  mate  and  first 
mate  the  criticism  I  have  ventured  to 
make    seems    to    hold    good.     I    think 
your  Lordships  would  have  been  happier 
if  the  noble  Lord  had  been  able  to  in- 
form the  House  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  acted  in  this  matter  with  the  com- 
plete assent  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 
The  noble  Lord  himself  will  admit  that 
on  that  his  answer  was  not  complete, 
because  all  he  had  to  say  was  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  thought  there 
were  some  subjects  which  he  ought  to 
decide  himself,  and  that  this  was  one  of 
those  subjects.     For  my  part,  I  should 
have  been  happier  if  Mr.  Lloyd-George 
had   thought    it   right   to    consult   the 
Advisory  Committee.    Then  if  he  had 
come  to  Parliament  and  said  that  what 
he  proposed  had  the  unanimous  support 
of   his    Advisory    Committee,    a   better 
case  would  have  been  made  out  for  it. 
However,  these  matters  are  very  techni- 
cal.    I  only  rose  to  make  that  one  ob- 
servation.    I  cannot  say  that  I  think 
this  is   quite  a   matter  upon   which  it 
would   be   wise   for  your   Lordships   to 
override  the  decision  of  the   Board  of 
Trade.     There  are  very  few  men  in  this 
House  who  are  really  capable,  if  I  may 
say  so  with  great  respect,  of  appreciating 
the  point,    and,   therefore,   I   hope   my 
noble  friend  will  not  press  his  Motion 
to  a  division,   though  I  think  he  was 
fully  entitled  to  make  the  criticisms"  he 
has  made  to  your  Lordships. 

Lord  MUSKERRY  :  My  Lords,  after 
what  my  noble  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  said,  I  will  not  press  my  Motion 
to  a  division ;  but  I  should  like  to  say 
one  or  two  words.  The  noble  Lord  who 
answered  me  did  not  quite  grasp  what 
I  was  driving  at.     I  fully  admit  that  the 

The  Marqtiess  of  Salisbury. 


lads  in  the  new  White  Star  training  ship 
will  get  a  very  admirable  training.  1 
think  I  said  so  in  my  speech;  but  no 
amount  of  training  will  give  them  the 
practical  experience  that  a  man  must 
have  if  he  is  going  to  be  a  really  trust- 
worthy officer.  The  Board  of  Trade- 
seem  to  imagine  that  a  junior  officer  on 
board  a  big  steamship,  by  just  being 
there,  will  absorb  this  experience.  They 
do  not  know  the  usual  place  the  junior 
officer  occupies.  He  may  be  on  the 
bridge  going  down  channel,  but  after  that 
he  may  be  anywhere  but  on  the  bridge,, 
and  when  he  is  on  the  bridge  he  is  a 
perfect  cipher.  Though  I  am  not  going 
to  press  my  Motion  to  a  division,  I  cannot 
help  saying  that  the  innovation  which 
has  been  made  is  a  dangerous  one,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  whole 
of  the  sea -faring  community  are  with 
me  in  that. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


CAVALRY  FOR  SCOTLAND. 
The  Earl  op  ROSEBERY  rose  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  there  was  any  immediate  prospect  of 
the  restoration  of  cavalry  to  Scotland. 
The  noble  Earl  said :  My  Lords,  I 
promise  not  to  add  anything  to  the 
nightly  catechism  of  my  noble  friend 
opposite,  or  to  detain  your  Lordships 
for  more  than  a  minute.  The  question 
of  cavalry  in  Scotland  has  become  a  topic 
of  very  widespread  interest.  We  have 
had  frequent  assurances  that  the  with- 
drawal was  only  temporary,  and  in  one 
answer  the  limit  of  two  years  was  given,. 
I  think,  more  than  two  years  ago.  I  am 
sure  my  noble  friend  will  thank  me  for 
enabling  him  to  make  a  statement  which 
I  trust  will  reassure  Scotland  on  this  point. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Lord  Lucas)  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
money  was  taken  in  this  year's  Estimatea 
for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  that  we 
have  been  by  no  means  inactive  in  regard 
to  looking  out  for  one,  although,  for 
obvious  reasons  in  matters  of  this 
l^ind,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  disclose 
either  the  site  or  the  actual  date  on 
which  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  it.  I 
can  assure  the  noble  Earl" dbat. steps  are 
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being  taken,  .and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
give  »  more  definite  answer  in  a  very 
«hort  time. 


DEPUTY-LIEUTENANCIES. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  rose  to  call 
^attention  to  the  War  Office  Circular  of 
^Oth  November,  1907 ;  and  to  move 
ior  Papers.  The  noble  Earl  said :  My 
Lords,  my  second  Question  demands  two 
minirtes  of  explanatioA.  It  refers  to  a 
circular  from  the  War  Office  with  refer- 
-ence  to  the  appointment  of  deputy- 
lieutenants.     It  is  to  this  effect — 

**  A  commission  as  deputy-lieutenant  should  i 
only  be  given  to  a  person  who  possesses  the  i 
•qualification,  in  addition  to  such  as  are  laid 
•down  in  the  Militia  Act,  of  having  either  held 
a  commission  in  one  of  His  Majesty ^s  forces  | 
for  not  less  than  ten  years,  or  of  having  rendered 
eminent  service  in  connection  with  the  Associa-  i 
tion    formed    in    his    own  county  under  the  i 
Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  1907."  | 

The  subject  of  deputy-lieutenancies  has 
received  a  great  deal  of  attention  of  late 
years  from  the  War  Office.  I  think  the 
age  was  first  raised,  and  then  their  num- 
ber was  limited.  Those  improvements 
— for  I  regard  them  as  such — I  heartily 
welcomed ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  think 
this  new  restriction  imposes  a  very 
great  limitation  upon  the  selection  of 
deputy  lieutenants,  and  may,  in  fact,  if  j 
I  do  not  misread  it,  put  an  end  to  the  t 
appointment  of  deputy -lieutenar,ts  for  ! 
a  very  considerable  time.  The  Militia 
Act  of  1882,  which  I  had  occasion  to 
look  up  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
imposes  a  very  considerable  number  of 
limitations  upon  the  appointment  of 
deputy-lieutenants  already,  chiefly  those 
relating  to  property ;  but  if  this  new 
one  is  added,  that  persons  to  be  appointed 
should  have  held  His  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion or  should  have  rendered  services 
in  connection  with  the  Territorial  Force, 
it  will  be  found  difficult  for  some  years  to 
conae  to  get  any  deputy-lieutenantp  at 
all.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  my  noble 
friend  that  the  uses  of  deputy-lieutenants, 
which  may  be  as  vague  to  some  candid 
minds  as  those  of  an  archdeacon,  are  not 
entirely  limited  to  nnlitary  duties.  It 
is  quite  true  that  they  were  utilised  in 
<!onnection  with  the  Militia  ;  but  m  the 
Militia  Act  itself  it  is  stated  that  three 
<leputy-lieutenants  might  act  for  the 
XiOrd-Iieutenant  i^i  his  absence,  which 


means,  I  suppose,  that  they  may  recom- 
mend to  the  magistracy  and  so  forth — 
duties  which  do  not  obviously  require 
military  training.  There  is  another 
point  to  which  I  desire  to  call  attention. 
Deputy-lieutenancies  have  been  purely 
honorary  offices.  They  have  been  the 
only  means  by  which  a  Lord-Lieutenant 
could  reward  public  services  rendered 
in  a  locality.  I  do  not  care  to  cite  my 
own  course  in  that  matter  ;  but  I  have 
always  observed  the  strict  rule  not  to 
give  a  deputy-lieutenancy  to  anyone 
who  had  not  rendered  such  public  service. 
As  a  result  the  number  of  my  deputy- 
lieutenants  has  become  extremely  smaU, 
but  imder  this  War  Office  Circular  they 
threaten  to  become  extinct.  I  do  not 
make  these  remarks  in  any  hostile  spirit, 
because  I  regard  the  circular  as  having 
been  hastily  issued  as  one  of  many  means 
of  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force.  I  only  ask  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  should  give  his 
attention  further  to  this  matter,  and 
that  the  appointments  should  not  be 
limited  to  purely  military  persons  or 
persons  who  have  rendered  services  to 
the  County  Associations,  but  that  some 
scope  should  be  given  to  a  I-K)rd-Lieu- 
tenant  to  give  to  persons  who  have 
rendered  local  service  the  only  reward 
which  a  Lord- Lieutenant  can  give. 

Lord  LUCAS  :  My  Lords,  perhaps  I 
may  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
original  cause  of  this  circular  being 
issued,  and  the  view  of  the  Army  Council 
on  the  matter.  Originally,  the  chief 
function  of  deputy-lieutenants  was  to 
assist  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county 
in  raising  the  necessary  number  of 
men  under  the  Militia  ballot.  They  had, 
in  fact,  to  raise  what  was  then  the 
Territorial  Force  of  the  country,  and, 
allowing  for  the  changes  in  the  nature 
of  the  two  forces,  the  functions  of  the 
present  County  Associations  bear  very 
close  comparison  to  those  originally  in- 
tended to  be  performed  by  the  deputy- 
lieutenants.  It  was,  therefore,  con- 
sidered a  suitable  opportunity  to  revive 
the  original  conception  of  what  was  a 
deputy-lieutenant,  and  that  was  the 
reason  for  issuing  the  circular,  in  which 
it  is  clearly  laid  down  that  one  of  the 
qualifications  of  deputy-lieutenants  ic 
that  they  should  have  rendered  useful 
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it  has  always  been  treated  as  a  formal 
matter  in  this  House,  and  I^  therefore^ 
move  the  Second  fieading. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"—{Lard  Denman,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


service  to  the  County  Associations. 
It  is  not  confined  to  that.  That  is  the 
only  new  qualification ;  the  other  is 
having  held  a  commission  in  one  of  His 
Majesty's  forces  for  not  less  than  ten 
years,  thus  reviving  once  more  the 
conception  that  a  deputy-lieutenant  was 
intended  to  be  a  person  who  exercised 
certain  definite  fimctions  very  closely 
connected  with  the  military  forces  of  the 
Crown.  I  will,  however,  lay  before 
the  Secretary  of  State  what  the  noble 
Earl  has  said. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  I  do 
not  wish  to  detain  the  House,  but  I 
would  point  out  to  my  noble  friend 
that  the  original  conception  of  what 
was  a  deputy-lieutenant  has  been  over- 
ridden by  the  consistent  practice  of,  at 
least,  a  century,  and  the  efEect  of  the 
Circular  will  certainly  be  to  impose 
a  hardship  upon  those  who  might  other- 
wise expect  a  deputy-lieutenancy  for 
civil    services. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  Up  to  the 
date  of  the  issue  of  this  circular  a  Lord- 
Lieutenant  had  a  perfect  discretion  as 
to  whom  he  might  appoint.  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether,  in  the  event  of  a 
Lord  -  Lieutenant  not  being  able  to 
find  deputy-lieutenants  coming  within 
the  qualifications  named  in  the  Circular, 
it  is  intended  that  he  should  fall  back 
upon  the  old  practice  ? 

Lord  LUCAS :  No  case  of  that  kind 
has  arisen.  If  it  did  occur  the  point 
woidd  certainly  be  considered. 


ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS  DUTIES)  BILL. 
[Second   Rbadino. 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  DENM  AN :  My  Lords,  this  Bill 
and  two  others  stand  in  my  name  on  the 
Paper  for  Second  Reading,  and  as  they 
are  all  of  a  non-contentious  character,  I 
hope  your  Lordships  will  permit  me  to  be 
very  brief  in  view  of  the  important 
debate  that  is  to  come  on  later.  The 
Isle  of  Man  (Customs  Duties)  Bill  is  an 
annual  one,  which  is  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  what  is  passed  by  the  govern- 
ing body  in  the  Isle  of  Man.    I  oelieve 

Lord  Lucas. 


SEED   POTATOES  AND  SEED  OATS 
SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

Lord  DENM  AN  :  My  Lords,  this  is  a 
similar  Bill  to  one  which  it  was  my  duty 
to  introduce  in  this  House  some  two 
years  ago.  Owing  to  the  failure  last 
summer  and  autumn  of  the  potato  crop 
in  Ireland,  the  Treasury  authorised  cer- 
tain grants  to  be  made  in  order  to  supply 
seed  potatoes  and  seed  oats  so  as  to  avert 
what  might  have  become  a  potato  famine. 
It  has  always  been  the  custom  for  the 
Treasury  to  sanction  these  loans,  and 
then  come  to  Parliament  in  order  to 
obtain  the  necessary  funds.  They  did  it 
two  years  ago,  and  the  Bill  received  the 
assent  of  this  House.  I  hope  that  on 
the  present  occasion  the  same  reasons 
will  obtain.     I  beg  to  move. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"—(Lord  Denman.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


WHALE  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
[Second    Reading.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  a  similar 
Bill  was  brought  in  last  year  for  Scot- 
land, and  it  was  found  also  to  be  desir- 
able that  a  Bill  of  this  character  should  be 
brought  in  for  Ireland.  Two  applications 
have  lately  been  made  for  the  erection 
of  whaline  stations  off  the  Irish  coast,  and 
these  applications  have  caused  some  alarm 
among  the  fishing  populations  in  these 
districts.  It  is  certainly  necessary  that 
the  industry  should  be  carried  on  under 
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certain  regulations.  In  this  instance  the 
regulations  will  be  undertaken  on  behalf 
of  Ireland  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
I  beg  to  move. 


Moved,  **That  the 
2*." — (Lord  Denman.) 


Bill  be  now  read 


On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


POLLING    ARRANGEMENTS    (PARLIA- 
MENTARY  BOROUGHS)  BILL. 

House   in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 


[Lord 
Chair.] 


Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the 


Clause  I  agreed  to. 
Qause  2  :— 


The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE,  on 
behalf    of    Lord    Avebury,    moved    an 
Amendment  providing  "that  the  local 
authority,    within  the  meaning  of  the 
same  section,  in  the  City  of  London  shall 
be  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of 
the  city  in  Common  Council  assembled." 
He  very  much  regretted  the  noble  Lord^s 
absence,  as  this  was  a  matter  which  con- 
cerned the  City  of  London,   and  Lord 
Avebury  was  infinitely    more    able    to 
speak  with  authority  upon  this  question 
than  himself.     Hitherto  the  justices  had 
made   arrangements  in  connection  with 
the  matters  under  consideration  in  this 
Bill,  but  in  future  the  Bill  ordained  that 
the  London  County  Council  should  make 
those  arrangements.     One  of  the  objects 
of    the    BiU    seemed  to  be   to  set  up 
the  London  County  Council  to  deal  with 
these  matters  in  order  to  avoid  difficulties 
arising  from  over-lapping,  and  he  did  not 
desire  in  any  way  to  quarrel  with  that 
object.    But    the    Bill  as  now  drafted 
would  set  up  the  London  County  Council 
as  the  authority  to  carry  out  in  the  city 
all    the    anangements  that  were  dealt 
with  in  the  Bill,  and  he  thought  the 
result  could  only  be  one  of  very  great 
inconvenience  to  all  parties.   Over-lapping 
had  taken  place  and  confusion  had  arisen 
in  connection  with  various  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary boroughs,  but  the  position  of 
the   City  was  absolutely  difi'erent,   and 
none  of  the  inconveniences  feared  could 


possibly  arise  in  the  case  of  the  City., 
in  the  metropolitan  boroughs  the  justices* 
who  had  dealt  with  these  matters  had 
had  no  connection  whatever  with   the^ 
municipal  body   in  the  district,  but  in 
the  City  the  justices  who  had  hitherto* 
had  these  matters  in  hand  had    beea 
the  aldermen  of  the  Common  Council. 
There    had,    therefore,    been     complete- 
harmony  in  the  making  of  these  arrange- 
ments   between    the    justices    and    the- 
Common    Council.     Though    not    quite- 
accurate,  it  was  almost  accurate  to  say 
that  these  arrangements  had  been  carried 
out  in  the  City  by  the  Conmion  Council 
itself ;  at  any  rate,  that  work  had  been 
done  by  gentlemen  who  were  members  of 
the  Common  Council.      Therefore,  if  the- 
Bill    passed    in    its    present    form,  the 
aldermen  of  the  City  would  lose  a  juris- 
diction which  they  had  exercised  from 
time  immemorial,  and  against  which  no- 
complaint    had  ever  been  urged.    The^ 
City  was  divided  accurately  and  com- 
pletely into  two  petty  sessional  districts, 
and  overlapping  was  impossible,  owing  to^ 
the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  City  formed 
the  Parliamentary  borough.     He,  there- 
fore, submitted  that  there  was  no  reasom 
whatever  for  disturbing  the  status  quo. 
On  the  other  hand,  great  inconvenience^ 
might  result  from  bringing  the  county 
council  into  the  City  to  exercise    the^ 
powers  with  which  this  Bill  was  concerned^ 
There  were  between  130  and  140  parishes 
in   the   City   of  London,  therefore,  the- 
closest    consideration    and    the    closest 
local  knowledge  were  required  in  order 
to  carry  out  such  arrangements  as  thesa^ 
to  the  general  convenience.     He  under- 
stood that  the  London  County  Council 
saw  no  objection  whatever  to  the  adoption 
of  his  Amendment,  and  for  this  reason  he^ 
hoped  the  Committee  would  assent  to  it. 


Amendment  moved — 

**In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word 
•  thereof  *  to  insert  the  words,  *  Provided  thac 
the  local  authority,  within  the  meaning  of  the^ 
same  section  in  the  City  of  London,  shall  be  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  Citv  of 
London  in  Common  Council  assembled.  " — 
{The  Earl  of  Donaughmore,) 

ViacJOUNT  MIDLETON  said  that,  so- 
far  as  the  London  County  Council  wero^ 
concerned,  they  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  Amendment.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  authority  of  the  corporation  in. 
the  City  of  London  with  regard  to  many 
county  matters  was  already  recognised^ 
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The  City  exercised  the  powers  of  a  county 
4tathority  in  respect  of  such  matters  as 
pauper  lunatics,  explosives,  coroners, 
weights  and  measures,  and  other  matters 
-of  that  kind;  and  the  County  Council 
^were  not  in  the  least  apprehensive  that 
:any  conflict  of  jurisdiction  would  arise 
in  regard  to  the  City,  having  regard  to 
the  very  special  position  which  the 
•corporation  occupied.  He,  therefore, 
boped  the  Amendment  would  commend 
itself  to  the  Government. 


Earl  3EAUCHAMP  regretted  that, 
•on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
he  was  unable  to  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment.    It  was  quite  true  that  at  a  later 
stage  the  London  County    Council    in 
^mother  place  withdrew  their  opposition 
to  the  Amendment.     But  when  it  was 
l)rought  before  the  Standing  Committee 
it  was  there  opposed  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  London  County  Council  and 
withdrawn.      It     was     after     that — he 
thought  oil  the  Report  stage — that  the 
London  County  Council  withdrew  their 
opposition.     He  thought  it  only  fair  to 
Temind  their  Lordships  that    this    Bill 
would  in  no  way  take  away  a  privilege 
from  the  Common  Council,  for,  as  the 
Earl  had  explained,  this  power  rested 
^ith   the  alderman,   and  not  with   the 
Common  Council.   After  all,  supposing  the 
Bill  were  passed  and  the  polling  arrange-  j 
ments  altered  by  the  new  authority,  it 
^as  not  unreasonable  to    say    that    it 
would  be  done  in  the  interests  of  good 
administration,  and   he   thought  it  was 
obviously  desirable  that  the  division  of 
districts  for  Parliamentary  and  county 
-council   elections  should  be  the    same, 
and    should    be    in    the   hands  of  the 
same     authority     for     both     purposes. 
The  Bill  in  its  present  form  had  been 
before  their  Lordships  four  times,  and 
had  passed  through  the  House  as  often 
HS  it  had  been  introduced.     Moreover,  it 
passed  in  its  present  shape,  and  he  thought 
that  if  the  Bill  proposed  to  give  any 
very  startling  powers  to    the    London 
County  Council,  an  Amendment  would 
have  been  suggested  on  one  of  the  former 
occasions.     In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  in  another 
])lace  made    it  unlikely  that  the    Bill 
would  receive  favourable  consideration  if 
ihe  Amendment  were  inserted,  and  also 
in  view  of  the    approval  which    their 
Xordships  had  given .  to  the  Bill  as  it 

Viscount  Midleton. 


stood  four  times,  he  hoped  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  be  inserted. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
the  present  condition  of  business  in 
another  place  was  a  matter  with  which  none 
of  their  Lordships  had  anything  to  do,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  their  Lordships  House 
should  suffer  any  disability  in  consequence 
of  it.  He  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
reason  why  this  Amendment  had  not 
been  moved  during  the  progress  of  the 
four  previous  Bills,  but  it  might  be  that 
if  those  Bills  were  considered  before  the 
last  County  Council  election,  the  City 
felt  there  was  not  much  likelihood  of 
securing  that  agreement  which  they  had 
since  secured.  This  was  a  much  more 
important  point  than  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  seemed  to  think,  and  he  did  not 
at  present  feel  that  he  would  be  justified 
in  not  taking  the  sense  of  their  Lordships 
upon  it. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 


Clause  2  agreed  to. 

j      Remaining  clause  agreed  to,  and  Bill 
'  reported  without  amendment. 

Moved,  "That  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee be  negatived."  —  {Fiscownt 
Midleton). 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  :  My 
Lords,  if  it  is  to  be  the  ordinary  course 
to  move  that  the  Standing  Committee  be 
negatived,  I  think  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee stage  had  better  be  repealed  alto- 
I  gether.  The  Standing  Committee  has, 
since  it  has  been  established,  done  really 
useful  business.  Now,  however,  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  is  to  move  to 
negative  this  stage,  and  it  is  negatived 
accordingly.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  this 
is  to  become  the  usual  practice,  the 
proper  course  is  to  abolish  this  stage 
altogether. 

♦The  secretary  '.of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe): 
My  Lords,  I  understand  that  the  noble 
Earl,  Lord  Camperdown,  was  about  to 
propose  the  abandonment  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  stage.  If  and  when  he 
does  so,  I  think  we  ought  to  take  care- 
fully into  consideration  the  pros  and 
corn  for  maintaining  or  abolishing  it.      I 
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do  not  propose  to-day  to  enter  into  the 
various  arguments  on  either  side.  Per- 
sonally I  quite  concur  with  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  has  just  spoken  that, 
in  certain  circumstances,  the  Standing 
Committee  has  been  a  very  valuable 
stage  in  the  past.  I  have  seen  excellent 
work  done  there,  and  I  confess  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  state  why  it  has  now  be- 
come the  custom  to  move  to  negative  this 
stage.  I  do  not  take  any  responsibility 
for  it. 

Viscount  MIDLETON :  My  Lords,  I 
am,  of  course,  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  House.  I  am  afraid  I  am  hardly 
aware  of  the  forms  of  your  Lordships' 
House  in  this  matter,  and  if  I  have  erred 
it  is  because  I  was  told  that  this  was  the 
proper  Motion  to  move. 

On  Question,  Standing  Committee 
negatived,  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To- 
morrow. 


TELEGRAPH  (CONSTRUCTION)  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

[Lord  Baijx)ur  of  Burleigh  in  the 
Chair.l 

Clauses  1  and  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : 

The  Earl  of  GRANARD  moved 
two  Amendments  to  modify  the  clause  so 
as  to  refer  to  the  Railway  Commission 
for  arbitration  any  difference  between  the 
Fostmaster-General  and  the  authority  in 
^hich  was  vested  any  land  dedicated  to 
the  recreation  of  the  public  with  respect 
to  the  erection  of  telegraph  wires. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  pase  3,  lines  6  and  7»  to  leave  oat  the 
wordB,  *  in  whom  such  land  is  vested  or.'**— 
{The  Earl  of  Granard.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  remains ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  Provided  that  if  such 
consent  is  withheld  or  any  condition  is 
attached  thereto  to  which  the  Postmaster- 
General  objects,  a  diflference  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  arisen  between  the  Postmaster-General 
and  that  person,  and  sections  three,  four,  and 
live  of  the  Telegraph  Act,  1»78,  shall  apply 
accordingly  as  if  It  were  a  dilierence  arising 
under  that  Act.*  **—(rA«  Earl  of  Granard,) 
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Viscount  MIDLETON  said  the 
question  raised  by  the  Amendment  was 
one  upon  whieh  the  Post  Office  and  the 
London  County  Council  had  long  been 
at  variance.  The  position  was  this. 
Up  to  the  present  the  Postmaster-General 
had  not  had  the  power  of  carrying 
telegraph  wires  over  recreation  grounck 
or  public  property  without  the  consent 
of  the  individuals  in  whom  that  property 
was  vested.  When  the  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  another  place  this  very  con- 
clusive clause  was  proposed  and  supported 
by  the  Glovemment,  and  was  inserted  in 
the  Bill.  Under  it  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Postmaster-General  to  exercise 
the  right  of  carrying  telegraph  wires 
over  public  parks  and  recreation  grounds 
without  the  consent  of  the  authority  in 
whom  they  were  vested.  The  noble 
Lord  now  proposed  a  modification  of  the 
clause  which  would  take  the  whole 
question  out  of  the  hands  of  those 
authorities  in  whom  the  lands  were 
vested,  and  leave  it  to  be  arbitrated 
upon  the  Railway  Commissioners  in  case 
of  a  difference.  The  contention  of  the 
London  County  Council  had  always  been 
the  same.  They  were  seized  by  Parlia- 
ment with  the  responsibility  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  open  spaces  and 
parks,  and  considering  the  immense 
number  of  overhead  wires  already  in 
London,  they  maintained  that  these 
operations  should  be  carried  on  under- 
groimd  until  the  suburbs  were  reached. 
They  felt  that  it  was  a  very  strong 
measure  to  takt)  this  matter  out  of  their 
hands  and  allow  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners to  be  the  judges  of  the  public 
convenience.  If  the  noble  Earl  desired 
to  persist  in  this  Amendment,  which 
almost  negatived  the  whole  advantage  of 
the  clause  accepted  by  the  Government 
in  another  place,  he  (Lord  Midleton) 
would  move  to  amend  the  Amendment 
by  excluding  from  its  operation  parks 
and  recreation  grounds  vested  in  a  public 
authority.  He  was,  however,  willing  to 
substitute  in  his  Amendment  "London 
County  Council  "  for  "  public  authority," 
thereby  restricting  to  London  the  power 
of  a  local  authority  to  withstand  the 
Postmaster-General. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amend- 
ment— 

,  *•  To  insert,  after  the  words  *  Provided  that,' 
the  words  *in  cases  where  sach  land  is  not 
vested   in    the    London    County   Council.** — 

( Vistfytmt  Midleton. )  i     r^r^t^ir> 
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The  Earl  of  GRANARD  failed  to 
see  why  the  London  County  Council 
should  have  any  special  rights  in  this 
case.  He  could  assure  the  noble  Viscount 
that  there  was  no  intention  of  carrying 
wires  across  parks.  The  Bill  only  gave 
power  in  respect  of  land  **  being  within 
twenty  feet  of  any  such  street  or  road." 
The  Amendment  which  he  had  moved 
was  the  outcome  of  a  compromise  in  the 
other  House. 

♦Thr  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  :  I 
understand  that  the  noble  Earl  relies 
upon  the  fact  that  these  powers  only 
apply* to  telegraph  lines  erected  within 
twenty  feet  of  a  road.  Would  he  say 
whether,  in  the  case  of  a  public  park,  a 
gravel  walk  traversing  the  park  would 
be  a  road  within  the  meaning  of  the  Bill  ? 
The  noble  Earl  will  see  that  a  good  deal 
depends  upon  that. 

The  Earl  of  GRANARD  suggested 
that  the  point  should  be  held  over  for  the 
Report  Stage  so  that  he  might  consider 
it. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  agreed  to  this 
course,  and  withdrew  his  Amendment  to 
the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  to  be  printed,  as  amended. 
[No.  186.] 

COMPANIES    (CONSOLIDATION)    BILL. 
House  in    Committee    (according  to 
Order). 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the 
Chair.] 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Lobeburn)  :  My  Lords,  this  Bill  was 
before  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  we  unanimously  agreed  to 
certain  Amendments  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  Bill  purely  consolidation. 
Those  are  the  Amendments  that  I  ask 
your  Lordships  to  allow  to  be  taken  en 
bhfc  at  this  stage.  There  are  certain 
other  Amendments  which  I  will  refer  to 
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later  at  another  stage  of  the  Bill, 
which  do  not  concern  us  at  present. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Amendments  agreed 
to  by  the  Joint  Committee  be  inserted." — 
(The  Lard  Chcmcellm.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  The 
Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be  received 
en  Wednesday  next. 

MARRIED  WOMEN'S  PROPERTY  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  STRADBROKE  :  My 
liOrds,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  make 
married  women  with  separate  estate 
equally  liable  with  single  women  and 
widows  for  contribution,  in  repa)rment  to 
boards  of  guardians  for  the  support  or 
relief  of  their  parents.  The  Bill  has  been 
introduced  in  consequence  of  a  Resolution 
passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  of 
England  and  Wales,  and  that  Resolution 
arose  out  of  a  case  taken  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal  by  the  Pontypool  Union, 
where  a  married  woman  in  fairly  good 
circumstances  refused  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  her  father,  although  her 
brothers,  who  were  not  in  such  a  good 
financial  position,  were  contributing  Is. 
and  Is.  6d.  a  week  respectively.  T*he 
Bill  has  passed  through  the  House  of 
Commons  without  Amendment,  and,  I 
believe,  with  the  approval  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  I,  therefore,  trust  your 
Lordships  will  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,    "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 

2»."— (TAe  Earl  of  Stradbioke,) 

The  Earl  op  HALSBURY:  I  would 
ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  whether,  in  his  view,  the  Bill  is 
necessary  at  all. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  should 
like  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what 
the  exact  position  is  before  we  proceed 
with  the  Bill.  Perhaps  the  noble  Earl 
will  allow  it  to  stand  over  for  a  day. 

The  Earl  of  STRADBROKE :  My 
only  reasQU  for  pressingthejpatter  was 
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to  get  the  Bill  through  your  Lordships' 
House  before  the  adjournment.  As  I 
have  said,  the  Bill  has  passed  through 
the  House  of  Commons  without  any 
Amendment. 

Lord  ALLENDALE :  My  Lords,  I  have 
to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  that  they  have  no  wish  to 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  in  fact, 
they  are  prepared  to  give  it  their  support. 

Thr  lord  CHANCELLOfi:  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Bill  is  quite  right,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  have  not  seen  it,  and  I 
should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  what  the  law  is  before  wo 
alter  it. 

Lord  ASHBOUBNE:  Perhaps  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  while  he  is  applying  his 
mind  to  the  matter,  will  see  whether 
Ireland  cannot  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
way. 

The  Earl  of  STRADBROKE:  In 
view  of  what  has  been  said,  I  shall  be 
very  pleased  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Moved,  "  That  the  debate  be  adjourned." 
—{Ths  Earl  of  Stradbroke). 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and 
debate  adjourned  till  Tomorrow. 


POLLING  DISTRICTS  AND  REGISTRA- 
tion of  voters  (ireland)  bill. 

[Second  Ebadincl] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

Ix)RD  MARCHAMLEY :  My  Lords,  in 
the  absence  of  my  noble  friend,  the  Earl 
of  Liverpool,  who  is  detained,  I  believe, 
in  camp,  I  have  been  asked  to  move  the 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  confer  upon  county  coimoils 
in  Ireland  the  power  to  alter  the  polling 
districts  and  the  method  of  compiling 
lists  of  voters.  It  is  important  that  it 
should,  if  possible,  pass  through  your 
Lordships'  House  before  Parliament  rises 
for  the  summer  recess,  because  the  Regis- 
tration Courts  in  Ireland  begin  sitting  in 
September.     I  think  I  may  claim  that  it 
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is  a  measure  of  an  entirely  non-conten- 
tious character,  and  that  it  has  been 
supported  by  all  parties  in  the  other 
House.  It  has  been  supported  by  Mr. 
Walter  Long  and  others,  and  by  the 
whole  of  the  Nationalist  Party,  and  I 
understand  it  is  approved  by  the  Irish 
Local  (Government  Board.  For  the 
purposes  of  local  government  in  Ireland, 
counties  are  divided  into  electoral 
divisions,  and  the  lists  of  voters  are  made 
up  according  to  these  electoral  divisions ; 
but  for  Parliamentary  purposes  the 
counties  in  Ireland  are  divided  differently, 
and  consequently  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
and  expense  is  involved  in  the  printing 
and  publishing  of  the  Parliamentary  lists 
of  voters.  In  England  the  county 
councils  have  power  to  alter  the  polling 
districts,  but  in  Ireland  I  understand 
that  is  not  the  cose.  Clause  3  provides 
that  any  county  council  in  Ireland  may, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland,  arrange  to  have 
the  register  of  voters,  or  any  part  of  the 
register,  prepared  alphabetically  in  town- 
lands  or,  as  regards  urban  districts, 
in  streets.  The  Bill  is  desired  by  all 
political  parties  in  Ireland  and  by 
all  county  officials ;  and  it  is  urgent 
because  as  I  have  explained,  it  is  hoped 
it  will  be  applied  to  proceedings  in  the 
Registration  Courts  in  September. 

Moved,   "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*  " — {Lord  Marchamley,) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  was  put 
ting  the  Question,  when 

Loud  ASHBOURNE  said :  I  assume 
the  GU)vernment  intend  to  tell  us  some- 
thing about  this  Bill,  which  purports  to 
make  important  and  serious  changes  in 
polling  arrangements  in  Ireland.  I  do 
not  wish  to  offer  any  objection  to  the 
Bill,  but  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  will  be 
possible,  even  if  the  Bill  becomes  law 
this  week,  for  the  county  councils  to 
prepare  the  schemes  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  and  have  them 
ready  by  September.  If  there  was  all 
this  urgency  the  Bill  ought  to  have  been 
sent  up  to  your  Lordships'  House  earlier. 
I  have,  as  I  have  said,  no  objection  to  the 
Second  Reading,  but  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  representative  of  the  Government 
Department  conceme^^.^.^^,  by  i^OOQlC 
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Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  I  was 
hoping  that,  after  the  clear  explanation 
given  by  the  noble  Lord  behind  me,  it 
would  have  been  unnecessary  for  me  to 
have  said  anything  with  regard  to  this 
Bill.  The  Government  are  satisfied  that 
this  is  a  useful  Bill.  As  my  noble  friend 
behind  me  said,  it  was  backed  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Walter  Long 
jand  other  Unionists,  and  I  should  have 
thought  that,  in  those  circumstances,  it 
would  not  have  been  opposed  in  your 
Lordships'  House. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  I  am  not  oppos- 
ing it.  I  merely  asked  for  some  ex- 
planation. 

Lord  DENMAN :  The  Bill,  as  my 
noble  friend  has  explained,  seeks  to  bring 
the  electoral  divisions  for  county  councils 
and  for  Parliamentary 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  I  do  not  want 
to  appear  to  be  unduly  critical  of  the  Bill. 
If  the  noble  Lord  is  in  a  position  to  tell 
me  that  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland  have  examined  the  Bill  and  think 
it  workable  and  prudent,  I  shall  be  quite 
satisfied. 

Lord  DENMAN:  I  can  assure  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  do  approve  of  the 
Bill.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  will 
see  that  it  contains  a  provision  that  no 
scheme  shall  be  of  any  force  or  validity 
unless  and  until  it  is  confirmed  by  an 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  DURHAM  BILU 

[Second  Rbadixo.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  Second  Beading 
read. 

Viscount  RIDLEY:  My  Lords,  this 
is  a  Bill  on  which  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  say  more  than  a  few  words,  as  it  is 
entirely  of  a  private  character.  It  is 
chiefly  concerned  with  certain  internal 
changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Durham,  necessitated  by  its 
growth  as  an  institution  and  by  the 
development  of  its  work  in  Newcastle. 
It  has  been  a  matter  of  arrangement 


between  all  the  parties,  and  as  a  result  it 
has  passed  the  House  of  Commons  with- 
out any  difference  of  opinion.  It  seeks 
no  new  powers,  and  the  various  authori- 
ties concerned  are  entirely  agreed  upon 
it ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  come  to 
Parliament  for  powers  because  the  con- 
stitution of  the  University  was  settled 
by  Act  of  Parliament  originally. 
The  promoters  proceed  on  the  same 
method  as  was  followed  in  the  case  of 
the  London  University  Bill  in  1898,  by 
the  appointment  of  dommissidners  who 
are  empowered  to  carry  out  changes 
according  to  the  schedule  of  the  Bill, 
but  have  no  power  to  divert  any  property 
from  the  uses  to  which  it  is  at  present 
given.  The  Bill  as  it  stands  is  approved 
by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham  and 
by  all  the  educational  authorities  con- 
cerned. I  hope  that,  in  these  circum- 
stances, your  Lordships  will  give  the 
Bill  a  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— {Viscount  Ridley  J) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To  morrow. 


POLLING    ARRANGEMENTS    (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS)   BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  An  Amendment  moved,  and 
negatived ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment;  Standing  Committee  negatived* 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow, 

TOBACCO     GROWING     (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Read   3»    (according    to    order),   and 


MUNICIPAL     FRANCHISE     (MERCAN- 
TILE CORPORATIONS  AND  COM- 
PANIES) BILL  [H.L.). 

COMMONS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Amendments    reported    (aooording  to 
order),    and    Jiills  to    be    read    3»  To- 
morrow. 

CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

PROVISIONAL    ORDERS  (PROCEDURE) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Amendments  reported    (according  to 
order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow. 


Bead 


WILD  BIRDS  BILL. 

3*   (according  to   order),    and 
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COSTS  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
order);    Bill   reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatiyed; 
and  BiJl  to  be  read  3»  To-morrow. 
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IKISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
[Second  Readikg.] 

Order    of    the    Day    for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lordfly  I  rise  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  history  of  this  Bill,  which  I 
need  not  point  out  to  your  Lordships  is  a 
very  important  Bill.  It  was  introduced 
into  this  House  on  Saturday  last,  two  or 
three  of  your  Lordships  having  to  sacrifice 
your  holiday,  I  suppose,  in  order  to  give 
it  a  First  Reading.  The  Bill  has  not 
been  circulated  at  all,  and  it  was  not 
even  laid  upon  the  Table  of  this  House 
until  a  -quarter  past  fLve  this  evening. 
Your  Lordships  are  now  asked  to  give 
the  Bill  a  Second  Reading,  and,  more- 
over, if  report  speaks  truly,  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  get 
through  the  remaining  stages  during  the 
three  Parliamentary  days  which  remain 
of  the  present  week.  I  want  to  know 
what  is  the  special  reason  for  hurry 
in  connection  with  this  Bill,  because, 
unless  very  special  reason  can  be  given, 
I  submit  to  your  Lordships  that  it  is 
treating  the  House  with  absolute  dis- 
respect. Unfortunately,  we  are  getting 
used  to  this  kind  of  thing.  His 
Majesty's  Grov^emment  mentioned  in  the 
King's  Speech  a  much  greater  number  of 
subjects  than  there  is  any  possibility  of 
hopang  to  treat  with  anything  like 
deliberation  in  the  course  of  the  session. 
They  then  used  weapons  of  their  own  in 
another  place,  and,  having  done  that, 
they  come  to  your  Lordships  and  thrust 
Bills  down  our  throat  one  after  another 
without  oiu*  having  anv  means  of  de- 
liberating ujpon  them.  Noble  Lords  and 
their  friends  elsewhere  are  very  much 
given  to  making  attacks  on  this  House 
and  to  pointing  out  how  unfavourable 
this  House  is  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment. So  far  from  that  being  true, 
this  House  has  done  more  for  this 
Government  in  the  way  of  hasty,  helter- 
skelter  legislation  than  for  any  Govern- 
ment during  the  time  I  have  sat  in  your 
Lordships'  House.     I  moved  for  a  Return 


two  years  ago  which  proved  that  in  the 
years  1906  and  1907  your  Lordships' 
House  passed  for  the  present  Government 
a  larger  number  of  important  Bills  in  less 
time  and  with  less  consideration  than 
they  had  done  in  a  long  preceding  series 
of  years.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether 
the  Government  reaUy  propose  to  take 
the  remaining  stages  of  this  Bill  during 
the  next  three  days.  The  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  House  spoke  with  grateful 
memory  of  the  stage  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee. Not  only  will  it  not  be  possible  to 
take  the  Standing  Committee  stage  with 
regard  to  this  Bul,  but  I  do  not  know 
how  your  Lordships  are  going  to  pass  it 
through  all  its  stages  this  week  without 
offending  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House.  I  merely  utter  this  as  a  protest. 
I  am  not  forgetting  that  we  have  to  come 
back  on  12th  October.  In  the  first  place, 
what  shall  we  have  to  do  when  we  come 
back,,  at  any  rate  for  some  time  'i  Why 
should  we  not  be  considering  this  Bill  1 
But,  quite  apart  from  that,  I  have  not 
forgotten,  and  I  do  not  suppose  any  of 
your  Lordships  have,  the  proceedings 
prior  to  Christmas  on  the  last  occasion 
that  we  had  an  autumn  session.  I  hope 
we  are  not  going  to  have  any  renewal 
of  the  discreditable  scenes — it  was  not 
legislation — ^^to  which  this  House  was 
then  forced  to  become  a  party.  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  insist  that  this  sort 
of  thing  shall  not  be  repeated  in  the 
closing  weeks  of  next  December.  I 
venture  to  place  this  protest  on  record, 
and  to  ask  the  Government  whether  they 
propose  to  proceed  with  all  the  stages  of 
this  Bill  during  this  week,  and,  if  so,  for 
what  reason. 

*  The  Earl  of  CREWE :  My  Lords,  i; 
think  your  Lordships  will  all  agree  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  noble  Earl 
is  fully  entitled  to  make  the  protegi. 
which  he  has  just  made.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  this  Bill  was  brought  up  early 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  that  it  has 
only  just  been  placed  in  your  Lordships' 
hands.  It  is  by  no  means  the  first  time 
that  something  of  this  kind  has  happened. 
It  has  happened  with  other  Governments 
in  power.  I  have  never  quite  understood 
why  it  is,  when  a  Bill  is  brought  up  here 
on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  it  should  be 
found  impossible  to  get  anybody  to  print 
it.  Overtime  is  not  unknown,  and  I 
should  have  thou;;ht  it  would  have  been 
conceivable  that  important  measures  laid 
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before  your  Lordships'  House  would  have 
found  someone  to  print  them;  but,  ap 
parently,  that  difficulty  has  arisen,  and  I 
confess  that  when  I  found  the  Bill  had 
not  been  circulated  I  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  postponed  the  Second 
Beading,  but  that  would  necessarily  have 
involved  a  prolongation  of  the  session 
into  next  week. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN: 
Why? 

*  The  Earl  of  CREWE :  Because  all 
the  other  days  in  the  week  are  likely  to 
be  filled  with  other  business. 

The  Earl  OF  CAMPERDOWN  :  Why 
not  October  ? 

*  The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  will  come 
to  that  in  a  moment.  The  noble  Earl 
asks  why  we  should  not  be  content  to  put 
this  measure  off  till  October.  I  think  the 
answer  lies  in  the  nature  of  the  measure 
itself.  It  is  a  measure  which  has 
come  up  from  another  place  with 
a  very  general  amount  of  agree- 
ment arrived  at  among  people  of  very 
divergent  opinions.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
advisable  to  allow  a  measure  of  that 
kind  to  simmer  too  long.  I  think  it  is 
quite  possible  that,  I  do  not  say  noble 
Lords  opposite,  but  other  politicians  else- 
where, might,  if  the  measure  were  post- 
poned, develop  some  differences  of  opinion 
which  so  far  have  not  occurred  to  them. 
In  those  circumstances  I  feel  that  it 
would  be  advantageous — I  do  not  speak 
as  a  party  man,  for  this  is  really  not 
a  party  measure,  but  in  the  general 
interests  of  getting  this  very  important 
question  decided  —  if  your  Lordships 
would  agree  to  pass  it  through  all  its 
stages  before  we  adjourn  for  the  holiday. 
The  points  at  issue,  as  I  think  will  appear 
i#hen  the  Bill  is  debated,  are  not 
numerous.  There  are  a  number  of  great 
principles  involved,  but  upon  those  agree- 
ment has  been  reached.  The  points  upon 
which  amendment  is  likely  are,  I  hope 
and  believe,  exceedingly  few.  With 
regard  to  the  general  question,  I  should 
merely  like  to  say  this,  that  although  I 
fully  agree  that  it  is  desirable,  both  for 
the  proper  conduct  of  business  and  out  of 
respect  for  your  Lordships'  House,  that 
measures  should  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers for  some  time  before  a  Bill  is  asked 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  yet  I  think  one 

The  Earl  of  C/ewe, 


is  bound,  as  far  as  possible,  to  avoid 
pedantry  in  the  matter  and  to  differen- 
tiate between  different  measures.  What 
I  am  going  to  say  to  my  noble  friend 
holds  equally  good  for  both  Houses,  and 
it  is  this.  When  a  measure  has  been 
very  fully  discussed  in  one  House  and 
has  received  but  little  amendment,  I 
think  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  subject 
have  followed  those  discussions  and  do  not 
come  to  the  matter  in  complete  ignorance 
and  with  an  entirely  fresh  mind;  and 
though,  of  course,  I  am  very  far  from 
saying  that  that  absolves  anybody  from 
the  necessity  of  placing  the  measure  in 
your  Lordships'  hands,  yet  I  think  it  is 
only  fair  to  consider  th^  particular 
character  of  the  measure  and  the  kind 
of  opposition  it  has  received.  If  this 
Bill  had  been  amended  in  important 
respects  at  a  late  stage  in  another 
place,  the  noble  EarFs  case  would  have 
been  a  great  deal  stronger  than  it  is 
at  the  moment,  though  I  greatly  regret 
that  this  should  have  occurred. 

*  The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  glad  that  the  noble  Earl 
commenced  his  observations  by  frankly 
admitting  that  my  noble  friend  was 
within  his  right  in  protesting  against  the 
manner  in  which  this  House  has  been 
treated  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  Even  to 
us  who  are  accustomed  to  treatment  of 
the  kind,  it  is  rather  a  strong  order  that 
a  Bill  of  this  importance  should  be  read  a 
first  time  on  Saturday  and  a  second  time 
on  the  following  Monday,  and  that  the 
Bill  itself  should  not  be  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  until  within  an  hour  of 
the  time  when  the  discussion  will  prob- 
ably begin.  The  noble  Earl  gave  us 
certain  reasons  against  the  rather  obvious 
course  which  my  noble  friend  suggested 
— I  mean  the  course  of  allowing  the  Bill 
to  stand  over  until  after  the  summer 
adjournment.  His  reason  was,  if  I  may 
say  so,  a  rather  suggestive  one.  He 
said  the  measure  was  not  one  of  a  sort 
that  ought  to  be  allowed  to  simmer  for 
too  long.  We  are  able,  perhaps,  to  infer 
from  that  observation  what  must  have 
been  the  temperature  of  this  Irish  stew 
which  has  been  simmering  during  the  last 
few  months.  We  may  even  divine  that 
members  of  His  Majesty's  Gk)vem- 
ment  may  have  already  burnt  their 
fingers,  and  do  not  particularly  wish 
to    burn    ihem^^^a|ai.,,^^^^^n.6rely 
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because  I  do  not  wish  my  noble  friend 
behind  me  to  stand  alone  m  his  protest. 
It  is  one  which  I  have  more  than  once 
made  myself  from  this  Table.  With 
regard  to  the  course  which  your  Lord- 
ships should  take,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  noble  Earl  is  perhaps  right  in 
saying  that  this  Bill  comes  to  us  under 
rather  special  circumstances.  We  are, 
of  course,  familiar  with  the  general  out- 
line of  the  case,  and  I  hope  most  of  us 
have  followed  the  discussions  which  have 
i-aken  place  elsewhere.  But  I  should 
like  to  remind  the  noble  Earl  that 
amendments,  and,  I  believe,  amendments 
of  some  importance,  were  inserted  in  the 
Bill  as  lately  as  Friday  last.  I  can  only 
say  with  my  noble  mend  behind  me, 
that  if  we  are  to  submit  to  treatment 
of  this  kind  at  the  present  period  of  the 
session,  we  hope  that  no  attempt  will  be 
made  to  repeat  the  performance  at  the 
close  of  the  winter  session.  I  really  do 
not  think  we  are  using  idle  words  when 
we  say  that  a  moment  will  come  when 
this  House  will  not  only  resent,  but  will 
resist,  the  kind  of  treatment  to  which  we 
are  becoming  too  much  accustomed. 

♦  The  Earl  of  CEEWE  :  My  Lords,  I 
do  not  desire  to  say  anything  in  reply  to 
the  noble  Marquess,  but  I  will  proceed, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so,  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  measure,  the  Second 
Heading  of  which  I  shall  shortly  move. 
This  question  of  University  education  in 
Ireland  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  one  of 
the  most  difficult  that  has  been  before 
Parliament.  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
embarked  upon  a  road  which,  like  some 
of  the  caravan  roads  across  the  African 
desert,  is  strewn  with  the  whitened 
bones  which  show  the  disasters  of  travel- 
lers who  have  passed  that  way  before. 
This  question,  among  other  experiences, 
broke  up  the  strongest  Government 
which  has  probably  ever  existed  in  this 
country — I  mean  the  Government  which 
was  formed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1868. 

Before  I  proceed  to  say  anything  about 
the  measure,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  make  a  brief  historical  retrospect  with 
regard  to  University  education  in  Ireland. 
For  a  long  time  University  education  in 
Ireland  meant  the  University  and  College 
of  Trinity,  in  Dublin.  That  college  and 
University  was  founded  in  the  year  1582 
as  a  sort  of  younger  sister  to  the  famous 
foundation  at  Cambridge  of   the  same 


name ;  and  ever  since  those  days  it  has 
been  in  its  character  a  Protestant  Univer- 
sity. For  at  least  250  years  it  has  been 
closely  bound  up  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Ireland.  It  was  not  until 
1793,  when  Catholic  relief  generally  was 
in  the  air,  that  Catholics  were  allowed  to 
obtain  degrees  at  Trinity,  and  in  1834  a 
fruitless  attempt  was  made  to  allow 
Catholics  to  enioy  the  scholarships  and 
professorships  of  the  University. 

The  next  thing  that  happened  to 
University  education  in  Ireland  was  in 
1845,  when  the  Queen's  University,  as  it 
was  called,  was  formed,  consisting  of  the 
three  Queen's  Colleges  of  Belfast,  Cork, 
and  Galway.  Within  five  years  from 
their  inception  these  colleges  were  con- 
demned by  the  Soman  Catholic  hierarchy 
in  Ireland,  and  also  formally  condemned 
from  Bome,  and  ever  since  then  they 
have  not  been  looked  on  with  great 
favour  by  that  Church.  At  this  moment 
there  are,  I  fancy,  about  250  Roman 
Catholic  students  in  the  three  colleges. 
In  1854,  by  private  enterprise,  what  was 
known  as  the  Catholic  University  was 
founded,  chiefly  remembered  now  by  the 
famous  man  who  was  its  first  head  and 
who  afterwards  became  Cardinal  Newman. 
That  University,  for  reasons  into  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  enter,  never 
succeeded  as  a  University,  and  it  now 
only  exists,  so  far  as  it  can  be  said  to 
exist  at  all,  as  an  association  of  Boman 
Catholic  colleges,  of  which,  of  coarse, 
the  most  famous  is  Maynooth. 
In  1866  Lord  Bussell  made  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  recognise  that  Univer- 
sity, and  two  years  later,  in  1868,  Mr. 
Disraeli  attempted  to  take  in  hand  the 
question  of  Irish  University  education. 
At  that  time  Lord  Mayo  was  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  it  was 
announced  that  a  Catholic  University 
was  about  to  be  instituted  in  Ireland; 
bub  between  the  Gk)vemment  of  the  day 
and  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  and 
the  supporters  in  this  country  and  in  Ire- 
land of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  was 
then  Prime  Minister  the  scheme  fell  to 
the  ground,  and  the  Gtevemment  of  that 
day,  as  it  appears,  were  not  sorry  to  find 
an  excuse  for  withdrawing  it. 

Then  in  1873  came  the  event  to  which 
I  have  sJready  alluded,  when  Mr.  Glad- 
stone attempted  to  found  a  great  national 
Univprsitv  in  Ireland,  which  was  to 
include  all  the  colleges  of  the  first  rank, 
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including  Trinity  and  Maynooth.  The 
fate  of  tnat  measure,  involving  as  it  did 
that  of  the  Gh>vernment,  is  very  well- 
known  history,  but  it  should  also  be 
remembered  that  in  that  same  year, 
1873,  Mr.  Fawcett  at  last  succeeded  in 
doing  what  he  had  unavailingly  tried  to 
do  before — that  was,  to  abolish  tests  at 
Trinity  College.  Since  then  Trinity  has 
been,  at  any  rate  in  most  respects,  a 
testless  University.  In  1879  a  further 
attempt  was  made,  also  by  a  Conservative 
Gk>vernmeiit.  The  Queen's  University 
was  abolished,  although  the  colleges 
remained,  and  what  is  known  as  the 
Royal  University  was  instituted.  That 
wag  a  purely  examining  body,  and  has 
remained  so  down  to  this  time,  and  its 
existence,  I  think,  has  been  almost  an 
unmitigated  misfortune  for  the  highest 
type  vofeducation  in  Ireland. 

One  thing  is  worth  noting  with  regard 
to  this  Royal  University — that  its 
system  of  professorships  acted  as  an 
indirect  endowment  of  the  Catholic 
University  in  Dublin.  That  was  owing 
to  the  arrangement  under  which  the 
different  professors  of  the  new  University 
were  paid.  That  is  to  say,  those  of  the 
Queeirs  Colleges  only  received  a  small 
sum  in  addition  to  their  stipend,  while 
those  of  St.  Stephen's  Green  received 
the  full  payment  of  professors,  and  that 
obviously  acted  as  an  endowment  towards 
those  particular  colleges.  Last  year, 
taking  entrance  examination  and  degrees 
together,  about  3,600  students  entered 
for  the  various  examinations  at  the  Royal 
University,  of  whom  nearly  2,400  passed, 
of  whom  486  were  women. 

That  has  been  the  condition  of  Univer- 
sity education  in  Ireland,  and  the  im- 
provement of  that  system  has  been  a 
subject  of  anxious  care  and  study  to 
many  statesmen  of  both  parties.  I  need 
not  mention  the  prominent  part  which 
Mr.  Balfour  has  taken,  greatly  to  his 
honour,  because  it  was  sometimes,  I  think, 
in  opposition  to  his  party  interests,  in 
declaring  in  and  out  of  season  his  deter- 
mination to  assist  if  he  could  in  the  settle- 
mens  of  this  question.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  among  the  public  men  of  both 
parties  who  have  held  oflSce  either  as 
Lord-Lieutenant  or  as  Chief  Secretary  in 
Ireland,  there  has  been,  I  think,  scarcely 
one  who  has  returned  from  Ireland  with- 
out a  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing in  Ireland  a  University  acceptable 

2'he  Earl  of  Crewe. 


to  Roman  Catholics.  I  remember  one 
singular  instance  of  this.  The  late  Mr. 
James  Lowther  was  the  least  vacillating 
of  politicians.  Not  Ions  biafore  his  death 
he  told  me  that  he  did  not  believe  that 
he  had  modified  in  the  slightest  degree 
any  opinion  on  any  subject  which  he  held 
when  he  entered  the  House  of  Commons 
in  the.  year  1865,  except  on  one,  and  that 
was  this  question.  He  was  prepared  to 
go  almost  to  any  length  in  assisting  tlie 
foundation  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Univer- 
sity in  Ireland. 

The  next  thing  that  happened  arising 
out  of  this  general  interest  in  the  matter 
was  the  establishment  in  the  year  1901  of 
a  Commission  over  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite.  Lord  Robertson, 
presided.  He  was  assisted  by  various 
distinguished  men.  The  late  Lord  Ridley, 
the  present  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  and  the 
Sir  Richard  Jebb  were  amongst  them. 
That  Commission  reported  in  the  year 
1903,  and  the  effect  of  its  Report  was  to 
condemn,  I  think,  without  any  qualifica- 
tion, the  system  of  a  purely  examiniog 
University.  It  also  ccmdemned  the 
indirect  system  of  endowing  particular 
professorships,  and  it  as  a  whole  recom- 
mended the  institution  of  a  new  college 
in  Dublin,  although  I  think  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  carefully  guarded 
himself,  if  I  remember  right,  from  being 
supposed  to  recommend  the  establishment 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  University  as  such 
in  the  capital  of  Ireland. 

Lord  ROBERTSON:  I  stated  in  my 
separate  Report  that  the  ground  of  my 
objection  was  that  I  thought  it  was  a 
political  question  for  Parliament  to 
decide,  and  not  for  the  Conmiission. 

♦The  Eabl  op  CREWE:  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  that  from  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord.  Then  in  1906  a  futi^her 
Commission  was  held.    The  Commission 

E resided  over  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lOrd  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  question  of  University  education 
outside  Trinity  College.  Trinity  did  not 
fall  within  its  purview,  but  it  did  fall 
within  the  purview  of  the  Conimission  of 
1906.  That  Commission  was  also  com- 
posed of  unusually  distinguished  men. 
It  was  presided  over  by  Sir  Edward  Fry. 
Chief  Baron  Palles,  Sir  Thomas  Raleigh, 
Professor  Henry  Jackson  of  Cambridge, 
Mr.  Butcher,  whom  w^  all^nnw  so  wefi 
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in  another  place,  and  who  is  also  equally 
distinguished  on  the  academic  side,  Sir 
Arthur  Riicker,  so  well  known  as  the 
Principal  of  London  University,  and  Dr. 
Douglas  Hyde  were  members  of  it.  All 
but  one  of  those  Commissioners,  and  the 
one  was  not  one  of  those  distinguished 
men  that  I  have  mentioned,  recommended 
the  establishment  of  a  college  in  Dublin, 
but  on  one  point  of  the  first  importance 
their  opinions  were  diametrically  split, 
and  that  was  the  question  whether 
Trinity  should  form  part  of  the  new 
University  or  not.  Four  of  those 
gentlemen  recommended  that  Trinity 
should  be  included.  One,  Professor 
Jackson,  thought  that  the  inclusion  of 
Trinity  was  the  best  course  that  could  be 
taken,  but  believed  it  to  be  practically  im- 
possible, and  three  were  strongly  opposed 
to  the  inclusion  of  Trinity. 

In  bringing  in  this  measure  the 
Government  had  to  decide  whether  or 
not  Trinity  should  be  included.  When 
we  came  to  examine  the  matter  at  close 
quarters,  it  was  quite  evident  that  Trinity 
strongly  objected  to  inclusion.  About 
the  position  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
there  can  be  no  two  opinions.  It  enjoys 
the  possession  of  famous  traditions  of 
ripe  scholarship,  and  of  highly  successful 
schools,  both  in  classics  and  mathematics 
and  in  theology.  It  has  enjoyed,  also,  a 
social  reputation,  for  years  and  centuries, 
for  literature  and  wit  which  no  University 
surpasses.  It  may  be  said  that  among  all 
the  Universities,  the  kindly  mothers  of 
polite  learning  and  of  science,  not 
one  in  any  country  has  secured  deeper 
devotion  or  more  romantic  allegiance  from 
its  sons  than  has  Trinity.  Under  those 
circumstances  it  was  no  doubt  a  fascinating 
idea  to  ask  Trinity  to  bring  all  its  tradi- 
tions to  the  service  of  the  new  University, 
and  to  act,  as  Trinity  must  have  acted, 
as  leader  in  the  new  combination.  But 
Trinity  did  not  see  the  matter  in  that 
light.  Trinitv  was  altogether  unwilling 
to  loin.  Whether,  in  doing  so,  she 
made  one  of  those  great  refusals  which 
are  sometimes  made  by  institutions  no 
less  than  by  individuals  it  is  impossible 
to  say ;  but  it  was  obviously  impossible, 
in  view  of  her  opposition,  to  press  the 
pointy  and  therefore  we  fell  back  on  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill. 

The  problem  we  had  to  meet  was  how 
to  institute  a  University  in  Ireland  which 
would  be    acceptable    to    the  Catholics 


without  endowing  a  Catholic  University, 
which  would  be  to  do  something  which 
has  never  yet  been  done  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  might  be  said,  as  it  often 
has  been  said  :  There  are  no  tests  now  at 
Trinity;  why  do  not  Catholics  who 
desire  the  highest  form  of  education 
attend  Trinity  College  1  The  one  main 
answer  to  that  is  that  they  will  not. 
The  reason,  I  think,  is  not  altogether 
far  to  seek.  It  is  not,  of  course,  that 
Koman  Catholic  parents  and  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  believe  that  if  their 
young  men  attend  Trinity  College  they 
would  be  turned  into  Protestants,  but 
they  do  think  that  they  might  return 
from  there  somewhat  less  good  Catholics. 
The  fact  that  they  hold  that  opinion, 
although  a  certain  number  of  Catholics 
do  go  to  Trinity,  makes  a  general  attend- 
ance practically  impossible. 

In  some  ways  the  task  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  easier  than  that  of  any  previous 
Government.  The  question  of  Belfast 
will  settle  itself  mdre  easily  than  it  ever 
could  have  settled  itself  before.  Great 
towns  like  Belfast  have  now  not  merely 
become  reconciled  to  the  idea  of  having 
a  University,  but  a  University  has  become 
almost  an  appanage  of  first-class  towns. 
If  Sheffield,  with  400,000  inhabitants, 
can  have  an  excellent  University,  there 
clearly  is  no  reason  why  Belfast,  with 
some  360,000,  should  not  enjoy  a 
similar  advantage.  It  was  found  that 
when  Lord  Kelvin  strongly  recommended 
the  institution  of  a  University  in  Belfast, 
the  idea  was  received  there  with  infinitely 
greater  favour  than  it  had  ever  been  in 
former  years.  Therefore,  we  leave 
Trinity  alone.  We  propose  to  form  two 
Universities,  one  with  its  seat  in  Belfast, 
and  the  other  with  its  seat  in  Dublin, 
consisting  of  a  new  college  in  Dublin  and 
the  old  Queen's  College  at  Cork  and  the 
old  Queen's  College  at  Galway.  As  to 
Clause  1,  I  need  only  say  that  for  the 
moment  the  question  of  the  titles  of  these 
two  Universities  is  postponed.  It  was 
felt  that  it  would  be  better  that  they 
should,  so  to  speak,  christen  themselves, 
rather  than  be  christened  by  those  who 
might  not  be  in  complete  sympathy  with 
them.     But  that  is  a  small  matter. 

Clause  2  deals  with  the  colleges.  I 
need  only  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  subsection  4  of  that  clause 
It  is  one  on  which  a  considerable  differ- 
ence   of    opinion  ^feftfed  t5^<i?teto0^^ich 
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was  not  altogether  reconciled  when  the 
Bill  was  discussed  in  another  place.  Sub- 
section 4  provides  for  the  recognition  — 
that  is  the  word  in  the  Act— or  affilia- 
tion, of  other  colleges  bj  the  new  Univer- 
sity, and  although  that  recognition  is 
carefully  guarded,  yet  it  has  met  with  a 
considerable  degree  of  objection.  We 
should  all  agree  that  if  this  matter  could 
be  considered  in  the  abstract  the  objec- 
tion would  be  fatal  to  the  scheme.  It  is 
not,  as  a  purely  abstract  question,  a 
desirable  thing  that  a  University  degree 
should  be  obtainable  by  anybody  who 
has  not  shared  in  the  corporate  life  of  the 
University  and  has  not,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  lived  at  the  University  itself.  On 
the  other  hand  we  were  confronted  by 
the  practical  necessities  of  the  case. 

The  two  colleges  principally  concerned 
in  this  matter  are  Maynooth,  which  will 
naturally  be  recogmsed  by  Dublin,  and 
Magee,  which  wUl  naturally  be  recog- 
nised by  Belfast.  It  is  only  fair  to  state 
that,  although  those  colleges  are  spoken 
of  as  theological  colleges,  they  are 
not  purely  theolodcal,  us  anybody 
will  know  who  has  visited  them, 
because  there  is  a  faculty  of  arts  at  both  ; 
and  at  Maynooth,  of  which  I  have  the 
most  personal  knowledge,  that  is  a  side  of 
education  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
speak  of  as  being  neglected.  It  was  sug- 
gested in  another  place  that  although  it 
might  be  proper  to  affiliate  Maynooth, 
yet  out  of  three  years  arts  course — the 
whole  course,  I  think,  is  seven  years — 
two  ought  properly  to  be  spent  in  the 
immediate  nei^bourhood  of  the  Univer- 
sity. If  that  IS  the  ultimate  outcome  of 
this  Act,  nobody  would  be  more  glad 
than  myself.  One  has  no  right  to  speak 
in  any  critical  or  advisory  tone  of  the 
educational  arrangement  of  a  Church  to 
which  he  does  not  belong ;  but  it  is 
common  knowledge,  I  believe,  that 
among  Catholics  there  are  a  very  con- 
siderable number,  even  in  Maynooth 
itself,  who  would  welcome  the  possibility 
of  such  a  course  as  this.  But  it  is  not 
practicable  at  this  moment. 

In  the  first  place  we  must  remember 
the  important  point  that  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  found  a  i-esidential  college, 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  in  Dublin 
at  this  moment  hostels  for  students  who, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  are  intended 
for  the  priesthood,  would  have  to  be 
kept  under  careful  supervision  whether 
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they  were  at  Majmooth  or  Dublin. 
Under  those  circumstances  it  is  quite 
clear  that  to  have  insisted  on  this  provi- 
sion would  be  fatal  to  the  reception  of 
the  BiU  in  Ireland  by  those  who  are 
responsible  for  that  side  of  education. 
To  begin  by  a  controversy  of  that  kind, 
whatever  you  may  think  of  the  merits 
of  the  case,  would  have  been  a  poor  start 
for  the  measure  and  would  have  undone 
a  large  part  of  the  good  we  hope 
the  Bill  may  do.  It  is  important  to  bear 
this  in  mind,  that  the  terms  on  which 
these  colleges  are  to  be  recognised  are 
susceptible  of  change  from  time  to  time, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  open  to  the 
senate  of  either  University,  whenever  it 
thinks  that  the  time  has  come  when  such 
a  provision  of  this  kind  ought  to  be 
enforced,  to  make  it  a  condition  for  the 
continued  recognition  of  either  of  the 
colleges. 

Clause  3  deals  with  the  important 
question  of  tests,  and  on  that  I  may 
say,  because  it  is  a  kindred  though 
not  an  identical  subject,  that  it  was 
decided  in  another  place,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, not  to  allow  the  erection  of 
chapels  in  connection  with  these  Univer- 
sities. As  regardn  the  question  of  tests, 
subsection  2  provides  for  a  custom  that 
does  not  obtain  greatly  in  England, 
though  it  is  well  known  in  Ireland, 
and  that  is  the  declaration  by  pro- 
fessors on  taking  office.  No  faculty 
of  theology  or  divinity  can  be  en- 
dowed by  public  money  under  the  Act, 
though  those  who  desire  to  found  pro- 
fessorships in  theology  are,  of  course,  at 
liberty  to  do  so,  but  those  who  hold  them 
will  not  be  in  all  respects  in  the  same 
position  as  the  other  officers  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  the  religious  belief  of  the 
students  is  carefully  safeguarded  by  a 
conscience  clause. 

The  next  point  is  one  over  which  a 
degree  of  controversy  has  arisen.  It  is 
with  regard  to  the  statutes  of  the  Uni- 
versities and  the  constituent  colleges. 
That  has  been  a  matter  of  some  discussion, 
because  the  Bill  as  it  stands  only  pro- 
vides for  the  regulation  of  these  statutes 
by  Parliament.  The  question  has  ansen 
whether  the  practice  of  the  new  Univer- 
sities might  not  be  assimilated  to  that  of 
the  Universities  in  this  country.  That  is  a 
question  that  is  to  nome  extent  still  under 
consideration,  but  I  hope  that  my  right 
hon.  frioiid   may  iiiid  moans  of  ineeting 
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the  wishes  of  those  who  have  raised  this 
point  in  another  place.  Then  temporary 
Commissioners  are  appointed.  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  stated  they  are  a  distin- 

Sished  body  of  men,  both  English  and 
sh.  They  are  appointed  for  the  transi- 
tion stage,  to  draw  up  statutes  and  deal 
with  the  property  and  the  obligations 
of  the  existing  colleges  and  the  Eoyal 
University. 

As  to  the  finance  of  the  Bill,  at  present 
Queen's  Colleges  each  receive  £7,000  a 
year  from  the  Consolidated  Fund.  This 
is  brought  up  by  votes  and  allowances  to 
£13,000  in  the  case  of  Belfast,  £11,250 
in  that  of  Cork,  and  £10,600  in  that  of 
Gkdway.  The  Royal  ITniversity  gets 
£20,000  a  vear  from  the  Irish  Church 
surplus,  making  a  total  endowment  of 
£55,456.  The  new  proposal  is  that  the 
£20,000  of  the  Irish  Church  surplus  is  to 
be  divided  between  the  two  Universities, 
Belfast  getting  £10,000  and  Dublin 
£10,000.  In  addition  to  that,  Belfast 
gets  £18,000  a  year,  Dublin  £32,000, 
Cork  £20,000,  and  Galway  £12,000, 
making  altogether  a  total  of  £102,000, 
which  18  £46,544  more  than  they  have 
hitherto  been  receiving.  As  regards 
buildings,  Dubhn  University  and  College 
receive  a  building  grant  of  £150,000, 
Belfast  one  of  £60,000,  Oork  £14,000, 
and  Galway  £6,000.  Then  to  Dublin  the 
site  and  biuldings  of  the  Boyal  Univer- 
sity, which  cost  £77,000,  are  handed  over, 
and  the  Queen's  Colleges  which  form  part 
of  the  new  University  and  cost  originally 
and  with  additions  altogether  £186,000, 
making  a  grand  total  of  £493,000. 
That,  I  think,  cannot  be  said  to  be 
illiberal  finance.  No  building  grant,  as 
far  as  I  know,  has  ever  been  given  to  an 
English  University.  To  Wales  very 
little  has  been  riven,  for  Wales  is  the 
good  child  in  tnese  matters,  and  the 
amount  raised  there  by  private  subscrip- 
tions has  been  considerable,  and  the 
Principality  has  not  got  much  from  the 
Treasury.  Scotland,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  an  astute  country,  and  has  had  at  one 
time  or  another  £380,000  in  the  shape 
of  building  grants. 

This  is  not  to  be  a  residential  Univer- 
sity. It  is  to  be  regretted,  I  think,  in 
any  case,  and  all  the  more  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Trinity  is  a  residential  Univer- 
sity, and,  therefore,  comparison  between 
the  two  is  certain  to  be  instituted, 
although    in    many     respects    the    new 


University  cannot  hope  to  rival  the 
ancient  traditions  of  Trinity.  We  hope 
that  some  benefactors  will  come  forward 
from  time  to  time  and  part  with  some 
of  their  superfluous  money  by  way  of 
ffift  or  legacy  for  the  purpose  of 
mstituting  a  residential  University  in 
Dublin.  I  will  give  only  one  other  set  of 
figures — that  of  the  numbers  of  students 
at  the  Queen's  Colleges.  They  show  to 
my  mind  more  than  anything  else  the 
necessity  of  instituting  this  new  founda- 
tion. They  have  come  down  progressively 
since  1802.  Belfast  has  fallen  from 
502  in  that  year  to  390  in  1906,  Cork 
from  348  to  261,  Galwav  from  144  to 
111.  I  think  it  is  clear  that  that  is  due 
to  the  setting  up  of  the  Royal  Univer- 
sity. It  cannot,  I  think,  be  otherwise 
explained.  If  people  could  ^et  the  same 
degree  purely  by  examination  and  by 
living  where  they  pleased,  they  were  less 
likely  than  otherwise  they  would  be  to 
attend  colleges.  Therefore  I  think  we 
may  fairly  expect,  if  the  Bill  is  passed,  a 
very  considerable  and  steady  increase  in 
the  numbers  in  these  colleges. 

I  pass  rapidly  over  a  great  many  other 
provisions  in  the  Bm.  Clause  10 
provides  for  the  institution  of  scholarships 
by  the  Intermediate  Education  Board  of 
Ireland  and  by  county  and  borough 
councils.  Clauses  11  and  12  deal  with 
various  points  connected  with  professional 
education.  Clause  13  deals  with  the 
interests  of  existing  graduates  and 
students,  and  saves  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  at  present  students  of  the 
Royal  University,  because  it  would  be 
obviously  unfair  for  them  if,  having 
entered  a  University  course  to  pass  a 
certain  examination,  they  were  con- 
fronted in  the  middle  of  it  with  some- 
thing quite  dififerent.  Then  follow  long 
and  rather  complicated  clauses  upon 
which  I  do  not  think  controversy  nas 
arisen. 

The  first  schedule  gives  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
Universities,  and,  in  addition,  draft 
charters  of  both  the  Universities  and 
colleges  have  been  circulated.  The  draft 
charters  in  the  case  of  the  colleges 
provide  a  scheme  for  the  governing 
bodies  which  is  not  placed  in  the  Bill, 
and,  therefore,  the  charter  can  be  altered 
without  the  necessity  of  coming  to 
Parliament.  The  composition  of  the. 
proposed    go^«™',"|,,,bod|esQ^g^^8« 
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colleges  is  one  of  the  poiuts  which  has 
formed  the  subject  of  some  discussion. 
We  have  been  told  they  are  not  suflS- 
ciently  academic  in  character,  that  the 
outside  element  is  somewhat  too  large. 
That,  of  course  is  a  matter  for  discussion, 
and  one  upon  which  any  man  is  entitled 
to  hold  his  own  opinion.  If  I  may  take 
Dublin  as  an  instance^  of  the  governing 
body  of  thirty-four  members,  sixteen 
may  be  taken  as  being  directly  academic, 
ten  appointed  by  the  City  and  county 
councils,  four  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
and  four  co-opted.  That  cives  a  large 
majority  to  the  academic  side.  Whether 
it  is  largiD  enough  may  be  argued,  if  an 
Ameridmelit  is  m6ved  on  the  subject.  I 
think  it  mtist  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is 
very  important  to  excite  the  interest  of 
the  locality  and  all  tjiose  who  represent 
it.  It  is  our' belief  that  that  is  best 
attained  by  allowing  important  local 
authorities  to  send  representatives  to  the 
governing  bodies. 

Such  is  ther  character  of  the  measure 
which  I  ask  your  Lordships  to  read  a 
second  time;  and,  I  think,  it  is  pretty 
clear  from  the  history  that  I  gave  earlier 
that  it  is  a .  kind  of  measure  which  any 
Government  might  well  be  tempted  to 
leave  alone.  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary,  however,  has 
shown  great  energy  in  promoting 
it,  and  has  earned  many  hand- 
some and  generous  compliments,  not  only 
from  his  own  side,  but  from  those  generally 
opposed  to  him  in  politics.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  caravan,  if  I  may  use  the 
simile  again,  is  drawing  in  sight  of  home. 
Ireland  has  waited  a  long  time  for  some 
measure  of  this  kind ;  certainly  she  has 
waited  for  a  full  hundred  years.  Every 
year  a  new  generation  of  young  Roman 
Catholic  students  has  arrived  at  man- 
hood without  in  most  cases  obtaining  the 
highest  class  of  University  education. 
That  has  a  political  side  to  it.  The 
young  student  at  the  time  does  not 
always  recognise  his  misfortune,  for  the 
average  young  man  does  not  usually 
complain  that  he  is  being  under-educated. 
But  when  he  gets  older  and  finds  various 
avenues  closed  to  him  and  various  careers 
thwarted,  he  must  blame  somebody ;  he 
knows  he  need  not  blame  himself,  and, 
therefore,  he  blames  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, which  has  failed  for  so  long  to  deal 
with  this  question,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  existence  of  this  real 
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grievance  has  been  one  important  con- 
tributory cause  to  the  ill  feeling  which, 
as  we  know,  has  existed  from  time  k>  tiaia 
between  the  two  countries.  Our  view  is 
that  we  are  very  glad  to  believe  that  this 
measure  offers  a  settlement. , 

We  have  been  taunted— we  may  bo 
taunted  again — with  being  untrue  to  o\ir 
principles  by  instituting  something  in  the 
nature  of  endowments  of  denominational 
education.  Those  taunts,  I  confess,  do 
not  greatly  affect  me.  I  think  they  can 
only  be  made  by  those  who  are  ex- 
ceedingly prejudiced,  or  who  take  a  very 
shallow  view  of  the  facts.  The  popular 
education  of  a  country  must  be  what  the 
people  of  that  country  demand  in  viow 
of  their  beliefs  and  opinions,  whether 
social  or  religious.  That  is  exactly  the 
spirit  in  which  we  approached  our 
attempted  settlement  of  the  question  of 
elementary  education  in  England.  We 
approach  this  question  in  precisely  the 
same  spirit.  What  we  desire  to  do  is  to 
give  to  every  man,  to  every  boy,  freedom 
of  opportunity  so  far  as  that  is  com- 
patible with  the  establishment  of  a  great 
national  system.  In  the  highest  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  there  has  existed  this 
great  gap  in  the  national  system.  That 
gap  this  measure  is  intended,  if  possible, 
to  bridge. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
—(The  Earl  of  Creive.) 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE:  My  Lords, 
after  the  full  and  clear  statement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  whici  has  just  been 
given  by  the  noble  Earl,  I  will  venture  to 
assume  that  there  is  no  one  in  your 
Lordships'  House  who  has  not  a  very  good 
idea  of  the  proposals  of  this  Bill.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  any  of  us,  after 
the  discussions  that  have  taken  place  in 
Parliament,  after  the  proceedings  of  the 
two  Royal  Commissions,  and  after  the 
frequent  discussions  of  this  matter  in  the 
Press,  not  to  have  a  very  ample  know- 
ledge of  all  that  is  meant  by  the  words 
Irish  University  question.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  and  thorny  of  Irish 
problems.  I  think  the  noble  Earl,  if  I 
may  presume  to  say  so,  might  have  left 
out  his  closing  sentence.  Nothing  that  I 
know  of  has  been  said  of  a  taunting 
character  in  reference  to  the  Government 
in  connerition  with  this  Bill.  But  really 
it  is  3!^mething  of  a  challenge  to  ask  us 
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to  recognise  that  this  Bill  is  conceived  on 
the  same  lines  as  the  solution  of  the 
English  primary  education  question  that 
was  presented  to  your  Lordships.  The 
noble  Earl  waved  a  gentle  flag  at  the 
close  of  his  speech,  but  this  is  not  a  time 
of  the  evening  that  lends  itself  to  going 
out  of  the  way  to  take  up  any  extraneous 
topic. 

I  am  obliged  to  the  noble  Earl  for  the 
way  in  -which  he  has  referred  to  the 
University  of  Dublin,  of  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  representative  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  many  years. 
That  great  University,  founded  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  was  the  sole 
University  in  Ireland  until  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Queen's  Colleges.  It  has  had  a 
great  history  and  a  splendid  career,  and 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  the  Report 
of  the  last  of  the  Royal  Commissions 
referred  to  by  the  noble  Earl  these  grati- 
fying words  are  to  be  found — 

"  Trinity  College  as  it  stands  to-day  is  a  noble 
institiitioii  for  tiie  adyancement  of  sound 
learning,  not  unworthy  of  its  great  traditions 
and  of  the  afiEection  and  yeneration  with  which 
it  is  regarded  by  its  children." 

Those  are  worthy  and  generous  words, 
and  they  are  founded  upon  absolute 
truth.  The  connection  of  the  University 
of  Dublin  with  this  great  question  of 
Catholic  education  is  a  worthy  one,  too. 
Long  before  the  great  Universities  of 
England  thought  of  granting  their  degreed 
to  Roman  Catholics,  in  the  year  1793 
Trinity  College  threw  open  her  degrees  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  without 
stint  or  hesitation.  In  the  history  of  this 
question  it  should  never  be  forgotten 
that  the  first  of  the  great  Universities 
of  the  Empire  that  recognised  the  claims 
of  Roman  Catholics  to  University  degrees 
was  the  great  University  of  Dublin. 
Mr.  Fawcett's  Act,  passed  within  our  own 
memory,  threw  open  every  prize,  honour, 
distinction,  and  office  within  its  control 
to  everybody,  and  the  portals  of  Dublin 
University  since  the  passing  of  Fawcett's 
Act  have  been  open  to  all. 

As  an  Irishman,  and  as  a  former 
Member  for  Dublin  University,  I  would 
have  preferred  if  my  Roman  Catholic 
fellow-coimtrymen  had  been  satisfied 
with  the  opportunities  presented  by  that 
Unrveraity,  and  I  much  regret  that  the 
authorities  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
set  themselves  against  that  solution  of 


the  question.  Then  came  the  founding 
of  the  Queen's  Colleges.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  declined  to  accept  that 
solution,  and  the  colleges  were  put  under 
the  ban  of  being  regarded  as  godless.  As 
we  all  know,  the  demand  for  a  Roman 
Catholic  University  has  grown  inmiensely 
within  the  last  ten  years.  It  is  not  for 
us  in  this  House,  or  for  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  to  say  whether  we  approve 
or  do  not  approve  of  the  demand  of  the 
Roman  Catholics.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  opinions  and 
desires  of  other  men.  Every  one  has 
a  right  to  his  own  view  as  to  what  he 
desires,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  say  whether 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  right  or  wrong 
in  the  demand  that  they  have  made. 
They  are  within  their  constitutional 
rights,  and  we  are  bound  to  pay  attention 
to  the  way  in  which  they  have  presented 
their  case.  Mr.  Gladstone,  a  man  of 
genius  and  a  great  University  man, 
thought  that  he  could  solve  the  question. 
Well,  he  tried  his  hand  and  failed ;  and 
he  was  wise  enough  never  to  try  it  again. 
Two  Royal  Commissions  have  sat,  pre- 
sided over  by  men  of  high  eminence  and 
composed  of  men  of  great  distinction, 
and  they  have  given  their  views.  I  will 
not  discuss  the  proceedings  of  those 
Royal  Commissions.  Then  came  Mr. 
Bryce's  scheme,  and  that  was  the  only 
omission  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl. 
The  noble  Earl  never  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mr.  Bryce.  That  scheme  pleased 
nobody.  It  touched  every  point  of  the 
greatest  resistence,  and  it  is  not  un- 
naturally passed  by  in  the  solution 
found  in  the  present  Bill. 

The  noble  Earl  has  told  us  the  way 
in  which  the  Government  approached 
this  question.  They  appecur  to  have 
applied  their  minds  to  it. with  an  anxious 
desire  to  reach  a  solution  that  would 
as  far  as  possible,  be  acceptable  to  Roman 
Catholics  and  would  not  hurt  the  feelings 
of  other  people  —  a  very  difficult  com- 
bination to  work  put.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  entitled  to,  and  has  got,  full  credit 
for  the  ability  and  the  skill  with  which 
he  framed  thos  measure.  He  is  entitled 
also  to  the  fullest  measure  of  credit  for 
the  diplomacy  and  the  adroitness  with 
which  he  carried  the  Bill  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  was  passed 
there  by  great  majorities ;  some  im- 
portant criticisms  were  no 
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Chief  Secretary  always  met  them  most 
genially  and  eloquently,  and  his  view 
was  supported  by  large  numbers  in  the 
division  lobby.  All  must  admit,  I 
think,  that  the  Bill  was  fairly  dealt  with 
on  both  sides  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  that  it  was  met  frankly  and  not  un- 
kindly. It  is  obvious  to  anyone  who 
has  studied  those  debates  that  there  was 
a  desire,  as  far  as  possible,  to  reach  a 
settlement  of  this  long  fought  out  ques- 
tion, and,  if  possible,  to  find  that  settle- 
ment in  the  Bill  of  the  (Jovemment. 
The  speech  of  Mr.  Balfour  on  Saturday 
last  was  a  fine  speech,  full  of  generous 
and  cordial  sentiment  towards  the  Bill, 
and  of  ungrudging  praise  of  the  states- 
man who  had  carried  it. 

I  myself  have  no  desire  to  suggest 
any  doubt  as  to  my  action  in  reference 
to  the  Bill.  I  am  prepared  to  support 
the  Second  Reading,  and  to  do  what  I 
can  to  assist  the  progress  of  the  Bill 
through  your  Lordslups'  House,  of  course, 
reserving  to  myself  the  right,  at  the  next 
stage,  of  offering  such  reasonable  and 
fair  criticisms  as  may  be  right  and 
just.  The  noble  Earl,  naturally  enough, 
hardly  mentioned  the  portion  of  the 
Bill  that  has  reference  to  Belfast.  I  can 
quite  understand  that,  because  there 
is  little  or  no  question  about  it.  Belfast 
Queen's  College  has  had  a  great  and 
successful  career,  and  no  one  can  doubt 
that,  under  new  conditions  as  a  Univer- 
sity, it  will  grow  in  fame,  utility,  and 
distinction.  The  real  crux  of  the  Bill 
is  to  be  found  in  the  legislation  with 
reference  to  the  new  University  in 
Dublin.  The  matters  that  require  exam- 
ination and  explanation,  the  obvious 
and  serious  difficulties,  are  all  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Dublin  University.  Mr. 
Birrell  was  in  an  enormous  difficulty — 
the  noble  Earl  has  skated  over  it  very 
delicately — in  having  constantly  to  meet 
the  charge  that  this  is  a  denominational 
measure,  and,  bearing  in  mind  the 
composition  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
one  can  well  understand  that  he  did 
not  like  that  charge  being  made  so 
often.  There  is,  however,  no  reason  for 
having  any  hesitation  in  putting  the 
matter  perfectly  plainly. 

The  Bill,  so  far  as  the  drafting  of  it 
goes,  is  framed  on  undenominational 
lines.    Anyone  who  reads  the  clauses, 

Lfird  Ashbourne, 


and  particularly  those  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  has  referred,  will  see  that 
the  structure  of  the  Bill  is  technically 
undenominational.  But  when  one  turns 
to  the  charters  which  are  to  work  out 
the  Bill,  when  one  sees  the  mechanism 
to  be  applied  by  the  charters,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  governing  bodies  to 
be  called  into  existence  by  the  charters, 
it  is  obvious  that  it  is  a  denominational 
measure,  and  intended  to  be  a  denomina- 
tional measure.  No  one  with  any  desire 
to  be  as  frank  as  the  circumBtances 
would  permit  would  dream  of  nesitating 
to  admit,  in  the  most  candid  way,  that 
the  charters  must  work  out  a  system  of 
education  that  will  be  denominational. 
If  they  do  not  do  that,  the  Bill  will  not 
satisfy  the  wishes,  the  desires,  and  the 
ambitions  of  those  at  whose  demand 
it  has  been  produced ;  and  it  cannot 
but  be  a  failure  if  it  does  not  satisfy 
those  demands.  That  is  really  the  posi- 
tion of  the  case  at  the  present  moment. 
Take  the  Senate  of  Dublin  University. 
There  are  no  end  of  loopholes  by  which 
the  atmosphere  can  come  in  in  a  fine, 
vigorous,  and  robust  way  at  every 
second  of  its  existence.  It  is  better 
to  recognise  that  as  an  intelligible  and 
obvious  result. 

Anyone  "who  regards  this  Bill  as  an 
undenominational  settlement  of  the  Uni- 
versity question  in  Ireland  must  indeed 
be  willing  to  be  deceived ;  but  then, 
there  are  none  so  blind  as  those 
who  will  not  see.  When  the  senate  is 
in  working  order  there  can  be  no  manner 
of  doubt  as  to  the  atmosphere  which 
will  control  its  operations.  The  senate 
is  given  great  authority  as  to  those 
whom  it  will  recognise.  The  Bill  says 
that  there  should  be  a  power  given  to 
recognise  students  in  the  colleges ;  the 
charter  says  there  is  to  be  power  given 
to  recognise  the  colleges.  That  shows 
what  advance  was  made  when  the  pro- 
moters applied  themselves  to  the  pre- 
paration of  the  charters,  and  what  is 
the  matter  that  is  intended.  Power  is 
given  to  confer  privileges  and  to  swell 
the  roll  of  graduates  in  a  manner  which 
may  have  considerable  result  ultimately 
on  the  management  of  the  Universities. 
It  may  be  that  as  time  develops  and  the 
matter  is  further  considered  the  power 
will  be  used  in  a  more  moderate  way. 
and  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  avail 
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themselves  of  the  power  to  confer  some 
of  the  advantages  of  residence  on  all 
pupils  of  the  colleges.  But  at  present 
the  whole  decision  in  this  matter  is 
given  to  the  senate.  "Why  1  The 
noble  Earl  said  that  the  Commissioners 
appointed  were  distinguished  men.  I 
agree.  Then  why  are  they  not  given 
the  power  to  recognise  and  affilmte  ? 
Why  should  not  the  Commissioners 
have  this  power  while  their  tenure  lasts, 
and  when  it  ends  it  could  devolve  upon 
the  Senate.  The  Robertson  Commission 
imanimously  recommended  that  the 
R!)yal  College  of  Science  in  Dublin 
should  be  afiUiated.  Why  not  give  the 
Commissioners  power  to  affiliate  that 
college  which  has  the  advantage  of 
now  being  fully  equipped  ?  I  do  not 
kiow  why  the  power  of  affiliation  or 
recognition  is  not  given  by  statute. 
That  is  a  suggestion  I  venture  to  throw 
out.  jj^^  « 

Then   there   is  the  very  large    civic 
element     in     the     Senates.      That    is 
ft    matter     which    has    been     acutely 
discussed    elsewhere.    I    will   not   refer 
to  it  now ;   but  the  noble  Earl  must  not 
be  surprised  if  it  is  mentioned  in  future 
discussions  in  your  Lordships'   House. 
To  call  into  existence  a  civic  element 
out  of  all  proportion  is  a  very  serious 
thing,     and    may     have     considerable 
cfEect.    It  is  impossible  to  make  any  real 
contract   here    with    the    new    English 
Universities.    Then  there  is  the  question 
of  chapels.    It  is  impossible  not  to  sympa- 
thise with  Mr.  Birrell  in  his  difficulties 
in   trying  to   meet  the   Nonconformist 
conscience.    In    Grand    Conmiittee    on 
the  Bill,  Mr.  Butcher,  a  man  of  great 
ability  whom  everyone  likes  to  praise, 
moved  an  Amendment  that  a   chapel 
might  be  erected  by  private  benefaction 
within  or  without  the  precincts  of  the 
University   or  college  in   Dublin.    Mr. 
^Birrell    saw  the  sense  of  the  Amend- 
ment and  accepted  it.    But  the  working 
of  the  human  conscience  is  sometimes 
strange ;   and  it  was  intimated  to  him 
that  the  Nonconformist  conscience  was 
restive    under    this    proposition,    and, 
accordingly  on  Friday  last  the  erection 
of  a  chapel,  even  by  private  benefaction, 
had  to  be  given  up.     I  quite  imderstand 
it,  but  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  it  is 
difficult  to  explain.     I  should  not  be  in 
the  least  surprised,  however,  if  at  the 


Committee  stage  some  of  my  noble 
friends  presented  that  question  for  re- 
examination. Prom  my  knowledge  of 
Dublin  I  am  quite  aware  that  next  to 
the  Catholic  University  College  there  is 
a  very  handsome  and  fashionable  Catholic 
Church,  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  avail- 
able while  they  are  waiting  for  the 
building. of  a  chapel,  but  its  locaUty  may 
not  be  convenient. 

'We  have  to  consider  this  question 
apart  from  our  own  wishes,  apart  from 
our  own  University  ideas,  and  apart 
from  our  own  opinions  of  scholastic 
requirements.  We  have  to  look  at  it 
as  practical  men.  What  are  we  to  do 
with  this  solution  of  the  Government  ? 
The  Bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  large  majorities  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  approval ;  it  has  com- 
mended itself,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  to  the 
general  approval  of  the  authorities  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  As  practi- 
cal men  we  must  recognise  that  a  settle- 
ment is  desirable,  and  that  we  are  nearer 
a  settlement  now  than  at  any  previous 
time  in  the  history  of  this  extremely 
thorny  <]juestion.  I  am  in  favour,  as 
I  have  said,  of  granting  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading,  and,  subject  to  fair  discussion, 
placing  no  obstacle  in  its  progress.  Yet 
it  is  impossible  to  look  to  the  future 
with  regard  to  some  important  points 
of  the  Bill  without  serious  misgivings. 
But  I  know  that  Irishmen  are  c'.ever, 
that  they  love  learning  and  thirst  for 
education.  I  place  reliance  upon  the 
general  desire  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
body  in  Ireland  to  make  the  new  scheme 
a  success ;  and,  therefore,  I  trust  that 
it  will  realise  the  hopes  of  its  authors 
and  in  time  become  a  potent  agency 
to  assist  the  spread  of  learning  through- 
out the  land. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE : 
My  Lords,  it  has  beea  the  fate  of  those 
of  your  Lordships  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  Ireland  during  the  last 
forty  years  to  find  yourselves  on  nearly 
every  occasion  in  active  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  that  country  as  expressed  by  their 
representatives  in  another  place.  I  think 
the  reason  of  that  is  very  easy  to  explain. 
It  is  because  the  subjects  which  have 
been  dealt  with  have  been  nearly  always 
concerning  either  property  or  the  Govem- 
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ment  of  the  comxtry.  I  think  it  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  land  legis- 
lation, whether  good  or  bad,  has  seriously 
reduced  the  vtdue  of  the  land,  not  of 
the  whole  of  the  land  of  Ireland,  but  of 
that  part  of  it  which  belonged  to  the 
landlord  in  contradistinction  to  that 
part  which  belonged  to  the  tenant  So 
far  as  the  measures  which  have  been 
introduced  have  related  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  your  Lordships  will 
agree  that  the  opposition  which  was 
offered  to  those  measures  was  actuated 
by  the  sincere  belief  and  conviction  that 
those  measures  would  have  resulted  in 
a  loosening,  if  not  a  snapping,  of  the 
links  which  bind  the  two  countries 
together.  But  the  Bill  which  is  before 
us  to-night  is  of  a  very  different  nature. 
No  one  can  say  that  it  affects  the  stability 
of  the  Empire,  and  the  only  way  in  which 
it  affects  property  is  so  far  as  the  tenth 
clause  is  concerned-  That  clause  cer- 
tainly gives  very  large  powers  to  county 
councils  to  raise  funds  in  aid  of  this 
University  if  they  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  although 
without  that  consent  they  are  con- 
fined to  a  sum  not  exceeding  Id. 
in  the  £.  I  think,  therefore,  the 
people  of  Ireland  will  look  with  much 
interest  to  see  Jwhat  attitude  your 
Lordships  will  take  with  regard  to  this 
measure,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
ought  to  be  regarded  by  us  only  from 
two  points  of  view.  In  the  first  place, 
we  have  to  consider  whether  another 
University  is  needed,  and  in  the  second 
place,  if  such  a  University  is  necessary, 
whether  such  a  one  as  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  will  satisfy  the  wishes  and  the 
requirements  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  that  country.  I  do  not  propose  to 
di^uss  at  all  the  question  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Belfast.  So  far  as  I  can  make 
out  that  University  is  not  desired  and  it 
is  not  required,  and  it  is  only  inserted 
in  this  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
that  extremely  valuable,  but  at  the  same 
time,  exceedingly  liquid  asset  of  the  Radi- 
cal Party,  the  Nonconformist  conscience. 

I  propose,  with  your  permission,  to 
consider  very  briefly  in  detail  what  are 
the  chief  objections  which  are  urged 
against  this  Bill.  The  first  is  a  very  old 
one  ;  it  is  that  Maynooth  was  originally 
intended  for  the  education  of  ecclesiastics 
and  also  of  the  Roman  Catholic  laity, 

Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne. 


and  that  until  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
agree  to  restore  it  to  its  original  use, 
no  steps  should  be  taken  with  regard  to 
the  higher  education  of  Ireland.  As 
an  argument  that  sounds  very  well,  but 
as  practical  men  we  know  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  will  never  allow 
it  to  be  restored  to  its  original  use,  and 
consequently  those  who  advocate  that 
higher  education  should  be  put  off  until 
that  is  done,  really  wish  to  postpone 
the  establishment  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
University  until  the  time  of  the  Greek 
Kalends.  The  second  objection  which 
is  urged  is  that  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
amply  satisfies  the  requirements  of  the 
people  of  Ireland ;  she  has  opened  her 
doors  wide,  as  we  have  heard,  to  students 
of  all  denominations,  and  she  is  proud 
to  reckon  amongst  her  most  distinguished 
alumni  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  I  will  not  give  a  list  of  them 
to  your  Lordships,  but  there  is  one  who 
will  be  well  remembered  by  you — ^the 
late  Lord  Morris.  I  think  tlus  objection 
is  a  serious  one,  and  deserves  to  be  con- 
sidered. I,  for  one,  wish  that  on  this 
occasion  the  Chief  Secretary  had  not 
chosen  the  path  of  least  resistance ; 
that,  instead  of  arranging  for  three 
watertight  compartments,  in  order  that 
Anglicans,  Roman  Catholics,  and  Non- 
conformists might  be  bottled  up  for 
three  or  four  years  and  then  launched 
on  the  world  filled  to  the  brim  with  the 
odium  iheologicum,  he  had  tried  to  found 
a  really  national  University,  where  Irish- 
men of  all  religions,  at  the  age  when 
friendships  are  made,  might  have  met 
and  foregathered;  where  the  religious 
convictions  of  all  would  have  been 
respected  ;  where  they  would  have  learned 
that  good  fellows  were  to  be  found  in 
every  denomination,  and  where,  above 
all,  they  would  have  been  taught  that 
lesson  which,  more  than  any  other,  I 
think  my  fellow  countrymen  needjto  learn, 
the  lesson  of  mutual  toleration.  But  iri 
fairness  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  I  think  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  there  were 
lions  in  the  path  wluch  he  would  have  to 
fight  and  conquer,  had  he  chosen  what 
I  believe  would  have  been  the  better  and 
the  braver  course.  I  honestly  admit  that 
if  I  were  a  devout  Roman  Catholic  I 
should  hesitate  about  sending  my  son, 
at  a  most  susceptible  age,  to  a  University 
whose  atmosphere  is  distinctly  Anglican, 
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and  if  I  were,  what  I  fear  many  of 
my  Roman  Catholic  fellow  country- 
men are,  disloyal,  I  should  certainly 
not  have  sent  him  to  a  Univer- 
sity whose  proudest  boast  is  that 
it  is  loyal  to  the  core.  I  do  not 
think  the  whole  blame  lies  on  the  side 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  because  although 
Trinity  College  was  perfectly  willing  to 
make  certain  concessions  I  cannot  help 
believing  that  a  deep  sigh  of  relief  was 
heaved  when  she  found  she  was  allowed  to 
pursue  her  way  along  the  oldpathson  which 
she  had  been  so  successful,  unhampered 
by  a  new  and  unknown  element  which 
might  have  swamped  her. 

There     is     another    objection    which 
is   urged    by    many    educated    Roman 
CathoUcs — ^that  the   University  is  abso- 
lutely unnecessary.    A  well-known  Irish 
gentleman,    a    member    of  the   Roman 
Catholic  Church,  said  to  me  the  other 
day,  "  Why  do  you  give  us  thip  Univer- 
sity ?    We  do  not  want  it.     Theie  is 
nobody  to  go  to  it.    There  is  virtually  no 
middle  class  in  Ireland,  and  we  do  not 
want  a  University  for  ploughboys."    I 
said :  "  If  that  is  your  view,  and  that 
is    what  educated   Roman   Catholics  in 
Ireland    think,    why    do   you    not  ex- 
press it  in  public  ?  "     He  replied :  "  We 
caanot   do   that,   it   would  not  do    for 
us   to  go  against  the  priests ;  it  would 
make  us  too   unpopular."      I   for    one 
am  not  willing  to  help  those  who   are 
not  willing  to  help  themselves.    I  say  that 
the  case  goes  by  default,  and  I  do  not 
believe  any  of  your  Lordships  would  be 
willing  to  take  up  the  cudgels  on  behalf 
of  those  who  had  not  the  coi:u*age  to  take 
them  up  for  themselves.     The   last  ob- 
jection which  is  urged  against  this  Univer- 
sity is  that  it  will  be  priest-ridden ;   in 
other  words,  that  it  will  be   governed 
by  clerical  influence.     Of  course  it  will, 
and  if  it  were  not,  I  do  not  believe  that  in 
the  present  state  of  feeling  in  Ireland 
it  would  satbfy  the  wishes  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  that  country.    I  know  the 
Chief  Secretary  thinks  it  will  be  an  un- 
denominational University,  but  I  am  told 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  believes  his  ad- 
ministration of  Ireland  has  been  success- 
ful, and  a  man  who  believes  that  will 
believe  anything.    I  wish  m3^self  that  it 
were  not  necessary  for  political  reasons  to 
continue  this  farce  of  calling  it  an  imde- 
nominationai  University.    I  wish  it  could 
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be  a  purely  Roman  Catholic  University, 
with  the  Pope  as  patron.  Cardinal 
Logne  as  Chancellor,  and  with  the 
whole  bench  of  Roman  Catholc  bishops 
as  its  governing  body,  for  I  do  not 
believe,  unless  the  University  is  governed 
by  the  bishops  or  by  their  nominees,  that 
Roman  Catholics  will  attend  it,  and  I 
would  like  to  throw  upon  them  the  re- 
sponsibility of  showing  that  they  are 
able  to  manage  a  University  so  as  to 
satisfy  modem  requirements. 

We  live  in  democratic  times,  and  this  is 
a  democratic  Bill    We  no  longer  afiEect 
to  give  the  people  what  we  believe  to  be 
good  for  them  ;   we  give  them  what  they 
want,  and  my  opinion  is  that  what  they 
want  nowadays  is  generally  what  is  very 
bad  for  them.    But  I  believe,  at  any  rate, 
that  if  we  were  to  take  a  plebiscite  of 
Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
time,  we  should  find  a  large  majority  in 
favour  of  a  University  to  be  governed  by 
the  clergy.    I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
about   the    Roman   Catholic   clergy.    I 
used  just  now  the  word,  "  priest-ridden," 
and  I  should  not  like  it  to  be  thought  that 
I  said  anything  inimical  or  unfriendly 
towards  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of 
Ireland.    I  have  lived  amongst  them  all 
my  life,  and  amongst  their  number  I  can 
count  old  and  valued  friends.     It  used  to 
be  said   in  old  days  that    the   Roman 
Catholic  priest  was  the  centre  of  every 
form  of  political  intrigue.     I  believe  that 
much  of  that  is  changed  nowadays,  and 
when  you  find  a  Roman  Catholic  priest 
at  the  head  of  a  political  organisation,  it 
is  nearly  always  more  for  the  purpose  of 
governing  and  controlling  that  institution 
than  for  the  object  of  urging  it  politically. 
I  can  say  that  in  my  part  of  the  world,  the 
West  of  Ireland,  priests  are   generally 
occupied  in  looking  after  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  welfare  of  their  flocks,  and  I 
must  acknowledjge  that  when  they  look 
after  their  temporal  welfare,  they  some- 
times wander  into  political  fields  where  I 
find  myself  in  acute  antagonism  to  them  ; 
but  except  in  those  matters  and  on  certain 
questions  of  discipline,  where  they  take 
what  I  hope  they  will  forgive  my  calling 
a  rather  narrow  view  of  a  particular  case, 
I  am  sure  that  their  object  is  to  live  on 
terms  of  friendliness  with  their  neighbours 
be  they  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant. 
Of  course,  they  wish  to  retain  control  of 
education,  but  I  have  still  to  discover 
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the  church  whose  clergy  do  not  wish  to  do 
the  same,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  I  would  far  rather  that  my 
countrymen  were  brought  up  even  under 
the  strictest  form  of  ultramontanism 
than  that  Ireland  should  follow  the 
example  of  those  nominally  Roman 
Catholic  countries  where  the  attendance 
of  a  man  at  Mass  is  sufficient  to  bar  him 
from  promotion  in  the  Army,  Navy,  or 
the  Civil  Service. 

I  should  like  to  say  one  word  about 
an  Amendment  which  was  proposed  on 
the    Report    stage    in     another     place 
end   alluded   to  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  by  which  it   was 
proposed  that  no  one  should  be  able  to 
take  his  degree  without  being  resident 
two  years  at  the  University.    I  am  very 
sorry  that  Amendment  was  not  adopted 
with  qualifications,  because,  as  I  am  in 
favour  of  a  national  University  where 
Irishmen  of  all  religions  might  mingle, 
so,  in  this  Roman  Catholic  University, 
I  am  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a 
hostel  where  those  who  are  destined  to  be 
priests  will  reside,  segregated  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  yet  not  cut  off  altogether  from 
the  laity  who  are  there.     It  is  said  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  strongly  ob- 
jected to  this,  but  it  is  whispered  that 
some  younger  bishops  are  not  so  unfriendly 
to  the  idea,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  if  this  Amendment  had  been  adopted, 
with  perhaps  a  proviso  that  it  was  not 
to  take  effect  for  ten  years,  it  would  not 
have  been  so  unfavourably  regarded  in 
Episcopal  circles  as  the  Chief  Secretary 
seems  to   have   imagined.      But   what 
ever  chance   there   may  have  been   of 
having   a  hoslfel   for  the  education   of 
priests  in  Dublin,  it  was  absolutely  done 
away  with  by  the  only  Amendment  of 
importance  which  was  accepted  by  the 
right    hon.     Gentleman.    I    mean    the 
Amendment  which  forbade  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel  in  or 
without    a    college.     I  was    extremely 
sorry  to  see  that  Amendment  accepted, 
because  I  am  sure  that  there  are  many 
Roman  Catholics  who  would  gladly  have 
contributed    towards    a    chapel    which 
might  have   vied   with  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  and  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that 
there  is  no  chance  of  a  hostel  for  Maynooth 
students  if  there  is  not  a  place  where  those 
students    may    perform    their    religious 
duties  in  common.    I  hope  that  when  the 
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Committee  stage  arrives  your  Lordships 
will  reconsider  that  point. 

One  word  in  a  lighter  vein.  Various 
questions  have  been  asked  as  to  what 
shall  be  the  name  of  this  University,  and 
no  satisfactory  answer  has  been  given. 
There  is  one  name  which  would  appeal 
to  Irishmen  as  a  suitable  name  for  the 
University,  that  of  the  University  ot 
St.  Patrick,  but  I  am  told  that  that  is 
impossible  because  that  name  has  already 
been  taken  possession  of  by  St.  Patrick's 
College,  Maynooth,  which  will  become 
no  doubt  an  affiliated  college.  Therefore 
I  should  like  to  suggest  another  name,  a 
name  which  will  recall  the  great  Roman 
bishop  who  brought  Christianity  to  this 
island,  and  will  at  the  same  time,  com- 
memorate the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
is  giving  an  undenominational  University 
to  Ireland;  I  need  hardly  tell  your 
Lordships  that  the  name  I  suggest  is 
The  University  of  St.  Augustine.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
not  because  I  believe  it  is  the  best 
possible  University  that  could  have  been 
devised,  but  because  I  should  like  to  show- 
Roman  Catholics  that  where  the  stability 
of  the  Empire  is  not  in  danger,  and  where 
justice  is  done  between  man  and  man,  the 
minority  in  Ireland  are  only  too  anxious, 
too  willing,  to  do  whatever  lies  in  their 
power  to  further  the  wishes  and  to  benefit 
the  majority  of  their  fellow-countrymen. 

*LoRD  CLONBROCK :  My  Lords,  I 
cannot  profess  complete  satisfaction  at 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  establishing  as  it 
does  a  new  University,  nominally  un- 
denominational but  having  a  strong 
denominational  character.  I  should 
much  prefer  to  see  the  youth  of  Irelapd 
of  all  denominations  educated  together, 
and  I  believe  this  might  be  done  without 
danger  to  their  religious  taith.  In  the 
course  of  a  tolerably  long  life  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  count  a  considerable 
number  of  Roman  Catholics  among  my 
personal,  and  some  among  my  intimate, 
friends,  many  of  them  earnest  and  devout 
men  deeply  attached  to  the  doctrines  of 
their  Church,  and  I  have  never  known  one 
jarring  note  struck  which  might  disturb 
the  harmony  of  our  intercourse  or  friend- 
ship or  prevent  us  joining  cordially 
together  when  opportunity  offered  for 
any  public  object.  It  may  be  said  that 
this  is  the  gxpej^^ce  of  maturer  years 
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i^hen  a  man's  convictions  are  grounded  and 
settled  and  when  his  mind  is  no  longer 
so  receptive  of  new  ideas  or  strange  influ- 
;  -ences.  That  is  no  doubt  the  case  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  I  believe  the  same 
conditions  might  obtain  in  earlier  dajrs. 
I  have  been  assured  by  friends  who  have 
gpne  through  Trinity  College  that  not 
only  was  there  no  attempt  at  interference 
with  their  religion,  but  that  they  did  not 
find  themselves  in  any  way  debarred 
from  associating  in  every  manner  with 
the  rest  of  the  imdergraduates  of  other 
denominations.  I  need  hardly  point  out 
the  great  advantage  it  would  be  in  the 
future  if  young  men  as  they  grew  up 
would  no  longer  stand  arrayed  against 
«ach  other  in  opposite  camps,  but  would 
be  actuated  by  feelings  of  friendship 
towards  those  around  them,  and  be 
able  to  combine  together  for  any  object 
of  public  advantage. 

I  would  even  go  further  and  say,  as  my 
noble  friend  has  done,  that  I  should  like 
to  see  those  who  are  destined  to  take 
holy  orders  educated  together  with  other 
undergraduates.     I   firmly   believe,   and 
my  old  University  recollections,  although 
-dating  from  a  great  many  years  back, 
confirm  it,  that  it  is  a  great  advantage 
ior  a  society  of  somewhat  thoughtless 
young  men  to  be  leavened   by  the  in- 
clusion among  them  of  those  of  a  more 
serious  character.     I  also  believe  it  to  be 
a  great  advantage  to  those  who  intend  to 
take  holy  orders ;    that    they    thereby 
acquire  greater  knowledge  of  the  world 
and  a  keener  insight  into  the  various 
phases    of    the  thoughts,   feelings,  and 
aspirations  of  those  whose  course  in  life  will 
be  different  than  they  possibly  could  do  if 
they  only  associated  with  students  of  their 
own  character.    I  believe  all  this  might 
be  done  without  any  danger  to  the  faith 
of  those  who  would  participate  in  such 
-education.     Indeed,  if  I  thought  that  it 
was  fraught  with  danger  to  any  young 
man,  that  he  would  be  shaken  in  the  ' 
faith  in  which  he  has  been  brought  up,  | 
1  should  not  advocate  united  education.  | 
But  unfortunately  this  feeling  of  security  i 
is  not  shared  in  by  the  great  mass  of  Roman  ^ 
Catholics  in  Ireland,  or  rather  perhaps 
I  should  say,  of  those  to  whom    they 
naturally  look  for  guidance.     They  refuse 
to   accept   University   education   under 
those  terms  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  right 
to  force   upon  people  an  education  of 


which  they  conscientiously  disapprove, 
or,  what  comes  to  the  same  thing,  to 
force  upon  them  the  alternative  of 
accepting  this  system  of  education  or 
going  without  a  University  education 
altogether. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  certainly  am 
not  disposed  to  oppose  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  this  Bill.  There  are  many  points 
that  have  been  raised  in  discussion  in 
the  other  House  which  I  trust  will  be 
considered  in  Committee  when  it  comes 
again  before  your  Lordships*  House .  There 
is  one  great  merit,  in  my  idea,  in  the  Bill 
— that  it  leaves  Trinity  College  abso- 
lutely intact.  I  think  anyone  who 
dispassionately  considers  the  great  work 
that  has  been  done  by  that  venerable 
institution  during  three  hundred  years, 
the  distinguished  men  who  have 
been  educated  within  its  walls,  and  the 
high  standard  it  has  ever  maintained, 
would  think  it  nothing  short  of  a  public 
calamity  if  any  change  were  introduced 
that  might  impair  its  efficiency  or  reduce 
the  value  in  which  its  degrees  are  de- 
servedly held  throughout  the  civilised 
world.  In  this  respect,  therefore,  I 
consider  this  Bill  to  be  a  marked  im- 
provement on  other  schemes  that  have 
been  brought  forward.  I  can  only  hope 
that  the  educational  advantages  which 
it  offers  will  be  largely  availed  of  in 
Ireland,  and  that  they  will  have  the 
result  which  must  be  the  result  of  any 
system  of  higher  education,  of  widening 
the  ideas  of  those  who  profit  by  them, 
of  softening  asperities  of  feeling,  and  of 
rendering  them  more  ready  to  combine 
with  others  in  anything  that  may  advance 
the  interests  of  their  common  country. 

*LoRD  MACDONNELL  of  SWIN- 
FORD  :  My  Lords,  with  your  permission 
I  shall  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Bill 
which  it  is  proposed  to  read  for  the  second 
time.  I  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
question  of  University  education  in 
Ireland,  and  I  have  paid  special  attention 
to  the  subject  whilst  still  connected  with 
Irish  Grovemment.  I  am  not  willing, 
therefore,  to  give  a  silent  vote  or  to 
abstain  from  defining  my  position  in 
regard  to  this  Bill,  and  expressing  my 
views  upon  the  general  question.  Hap- 
pily, it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  state 
the  reason  or  to  demonstrate  the  neces- 
sity for  the  provision  of  greater  facilities 
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for  University  education  in  Ireland.    All 
political  parties  are  in  practical  agreement 
on  that  point,  and  if  in  recent  years  any 
divergence  of  opinion  has  existed  upon 
it,  that  divergence  has  been  composed 
by  the  labours  of  the  two  Royal  Commis- 
sions  which    have  recently    considered 
the  subject.    We  in  Ireland  have  been 
looking  forward  with  hope  to  the  result 
of  that  agreement.     Whatever  may  be 
the  particular  measure  to  be  adopted  for 
giving  it  effect  it  cannot  fail  to  promote 
intellectual  progress  in  Ireland  and  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  coxmtry.     The 
Bill  before  your  Lordships  proposes  to 
carry  that  general  agreement  into  effect 
by  a  multiplication   of  Universities  in 
Ireland.     It  establishes  two  Universities 
in  addition  to  the  University  of  Dublin, 
and  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that 
by  a  natural  process  of  evolution  a  fourth 
or  even  a  fifth  University  may  eventually 
come  into  existence.     This,  it  is  argued, 
proceeds  on  the  analogy  of  recent  aca- 
demical developments  in  England  and 
derives  support  from  the  actual  state  of 
things  which  prevailed  in   the   Scottish 
academical  world.     This  method  of  deal- 
ing   with    the    University    question    in 
Ireland  was  very  clearly  before  the  minds 
of  those   who   considered   the   question 
before  the  present  Ohief  Secretary  ever 
addressed  himself  to  the  subject.     I  can 
only  speak  for  myself,  but  I  may  perhaps 
be  permitted  to  say  that  in  considering 
the  subject  there  was  complete  unanimity 
of  view  and  absolute  identity  of  purpose 
between  the  distinguished  men  who  con- 
sidered the  subject  and  myself.     Speak- 
ing, therefore,  for  myself,  I  confess  that 
I  entertained  very  serious  doubt  as  to 
whether  those  Scottish  and  English  models 
were  suitable  for  the  existing  state  of 
things  in  Ireland.     In  my  humble  opinion 
the  success  of    the  Scottish  University 
system  depended  not  so  much  upon  the 
number  of  Universities  as  upon  the  excel- 
lent system  of  primary  and  secondary  edu- 
cation which  exists  in  Scotland,  and  upon 
the  co-ordination  of  that  system  with  the 
higher  teaching  of  the  University.     But 
Ireland  is  lamentably  behindhand  both 
in   regard   to    primary   and   secondary 
education,    whilst    no    serious    attempt 
has  yet  been  made  to  co-ordinate  the 
work  of  the  two  classes  of  school.     Even 
if  we  were  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that 
this    most    necessary    co-ordination    of 
Lord  Macdcrvnell  of  Swinford, 


primary  and  secondary  education  in 
Ireland  would  be  taken  in  hand  at  once, 
many  yearb  must  elapse  before  the  new 
Universities  would  be  able  to  derive  from 
the  schools  the  assistance  which  they 
would  want,  before  they  could  them- 
selves bring  to  bear  upon  the  schools  the 
influence  necessary  to  stimulate  them  to 
a  tivity.  Passing  to  the  English  develop- 
ments, my  opinion  was  that  the  analogy 
between  the  great  conunercial  centres  in 
England  which  are  the  seats  of  the 
Universities  and  the  state  of  things  in 
Ireland  is  extremely  remote.  The  de- 
mand for  higher  and  better  technical 
education  in  England  was,  I  think,  the 
chief  factor  which  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  newer  Universities,  but  that 
d  mand  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  at  all 
in  Ireland  at  the  present  time.  More- 
over, the  population  of  the  districts 
served  by  those  new  Universities  is  far 
in  excess  of  the  population  of  the  whole  of 
Ireland,  and  if  regard  be  hao  to  the 
resources  of  the  two  localities  the  com- 
parison would  be  still  more  adverse* 
These  were  some  of  the  material  con- 
siderations which  induced  myself  and 
others  with  whom  I  worked  to  think  that 
a  scheme  of  multiple  Universities  was 
unsuitable  for  Ireland,  and  our  con- 
clusions upon  that  point  were  confirmed 
by  considerations  of  academical  efl&ciency^ 
and  political  expediency  upon  which  I 
should  like  to  touch. 

It  is  known  to  your  Lordships  that  one 
of  the  greatest  difficulties  we  experience  in 
the  administration  of  Ireland  is  due  to  the 
religious   dissensions  which  distract  the 
energies  of  our  population  and  divide  it 
into  hostile  camps.    We  may  have  been 
over -sanguine,  but  we  believed  that  that 
difficulty    was    not    insuperable.        The 
promise  of  events  in  recents  years  haa  led 
to  some  assuagement  of  those  hereditary 
animosities,  and  my  own  experience  as  a 
student  in  Queen's  College  convinced  me 
that  the  association,  under  proper  safe- 
guards,  of  young  men  of  all  religious 
beliefs  would   powerfully  contribute    to 
advance    mutual    toleration    and    com- 
prehension, objects  which  should  be  dear 
to  the  heart  of  every  patriotic  Irishman. 
We    thought    that    by    bringing    Irish 
University  colleges  within  the  University 
of  Dublin  in  a  cordance  with  what  the 
Charter  of  the  University  and  extant  legis- 
lation show  to  ha\e  been  the  intentions 
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of  its  founders  and  supporters,  we  should 
be  giving  a  powerful  impetus  to  the  cause 
of  religious  and  political  toleration  in 
Ireland.  Still  more,  we  believed  that  the 
bringing  of  the  new  colleges  into  associa- 
tion with  the  older  University,  with  its 
great  teaching  and  its  high  traditions, 
ofiered  the  best  guarantee  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  high  standard  of  academical 
efficiency  of  a  lay,  though  reverent 
spirit  in  Umversi  y  and  collegiate 
administration  and  of  general  repute. 
I  have  never  heard  (►f  any  objection  from 
an  ac4kdemical  point  of  view  to  this  plan 
which  did  not  on  examination  prove 
^either  invalid  o**  susceptible  of  easy 
removaL  The  plan  was  approved  by 
A  majority  of  ^e  last  Commission  as 
the  best  which  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  was  received  with  acquiescence  and 
favour  by  the  entire  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  of  Ireland,  and  by  the  Roman 
€atholic  laity,  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  by  dis- 
tinguished representatives  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Ireland,  lay  and  the 
clerical,  and  by  some  of  the  prominent 
supporters  of  Nonconformity  in  England. 
I  myself  will  never  cease  to  regret  that 
the  plan,  which  was  not  only  a  measure 
for  the  advancement  of  education  in 
Ireland,  but  for  the  mutual  reconciliation 
of  contending  parties,  did  not  commend 
itself  to  the  authorities  of  Trinity  College. 
In  my  opinion  the  authorities  of  Trinity 
College  made  the  great  refusal  when  they 
•declined  to  place  themselves  at  the  head 
of  this  great  movement,  which  w  s  a 
movement  not  only  for  the  renaissance 
of  learning  in  Roman  Catholic  Ireland, 
but  also  a  movement  which  would  have 
lead  to  the  reconciliation  of  contending 
parties  and  to  the  promotion  of  prosperity 
throughout  the  country. 

I  have  heard  it  urged  as  an  objection 
to  the  Bill  before  your  Lordships,  that 
the  new  Universities  will  undersell  the 
University  of  Dublin  and  starve  it  to 
death.  H  this  be  the  result  the  respon- 
sibility will  rest  on  the  authorities  of 
"Trinity  College,  who  have,  I  believe, 
rsacriiic^d  the  best  interests  of  their 
country  and  University  to  what  I  regard 
as  an  outworn  prejudice.  Should  this 
•event  come  to  pass  I  can  only  hope 
that  the  wise  aspirations  of  the  senior 
Member   for  the  University  of  Dublin 


will  be  borne  in  mind,  and  that  the 
opportunity  of  fusion  which  was  rejected 
in  1907  may  be  turned  to  good  account 
at  some  future  time. 

Failing  the  plan  of  a  national  Uni- 
versity, I  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
seen  another  plan  adopted  in  the  place 
of  this  Bill.  I  should  have  liked  to  have 
seen  a  new  college  situated  in  Dublin 
included  in  the  Dublin  University  in 
accordance  with  existing  legislation  on 
the  point,  and  the  colleges  united  into 
a  revived  University  with  charters 
and  constitutions  somewhat  similar  to 
those  in  the  Bill.  But  as  the  Govern- 
ment deemed  the  support  of  Trinity 
College  necessary  to  any  Bill  which 
could  pass  through  Parliament,  and  as 
Trinity  College  would  only  give  its  sup- 
port on  condition  of  "Hands  ofi  Trinity," 
I  admit  that  the  Bill  now  before  your 
Lordships  is  as  good  as  any  that  could 
be  accepted  from  that  unholy  alliance. 

I  am,  therefore,  not  disposed  to  subject 
this  Bill  to  any  meticulous  criticism. 
I  accept  it  as  a  whole,  but  with  one 
reservation.  Wherever  and  whenever  in 
Ireland  in  recent  times  the  cry  of  Uni- 
versity reform  has  been  raised,  that  cry 
always  contemplated  the  creation  of 
not  merely  teaching  but  also  residential 
colleges.  It  is,  therefore,  to  me  and  to 
all  Irishmen  a  source  of  extreme  regret 
to  find  that  the  colleges  which  are  now 
presented  to  us  are  to  be  mere  collections 
of  classrooms  and  laboratories.  It  has 
been  said  in  the  course  of  these  discussions 
that  the  modem  idea  of  a  University 
excludes  all  that  association  of  students 
and  all  those  amenities  of  college  life 
upon  which  every  University  man's 
memory  loves  to  linger.  If  that  be  the 
case,  I  must  only  regard  this  modem 
idea  of  a  University  as  a  Boec'tian ; 
I  think  I  heard  from  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  front  bench  that  it  comes  from 
Sheffield.  At  all  events,  I  wish  to  quote 
to  you,  in  comparison  with  that  idea, 
the  following  passage  from  a  great  and 
revered  master,  the  late  Cardinal  New- 
man— 

"If  I  had  to  choose  between  a  so-called 
University  which  dispensed  with  regidenoe  and 
tutorial  superintendence,  giving  its  degrees  to 
any  person  who  passed  an  examination  in  a 
wide  range  of  subjects,  and  a  University  which 
had  no  professors  or  examinations  at  all  but 
merely  brought  a  number  of  Jpung  men  together 
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for  three  or  four  years,  if  I  most  determine 
which  of  the  two  courses  was  the  more  successful 
in  training,  moulding,  enlarging  the  mind, 
which  sent  out  men  the  more  fitted  for  their 
secular  duties,  which  produced  better  public 
men  of  the  world,  men  whose  names  would 
descend  to  posterity,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
givingthe  preference  to  a  University  which  did 
nothing." 

My  Lords,  I  commend  that  extract  to 
your  consideration.  The  subject  is  not 
one  of  detail.  It  is  one  of  principle, 
and  I  think  that  the  Government 
will  not  launch  this  great  undertaking 
in  a  manner  suitable  and  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Lrish  people  unless 
some  further  grant  is  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  residential  colleges. 
I  would  also  suggest  that  by  this  means, 
by  establishing  residential  colleges,  you 
will  bring  about  that  result  which  so 
many  speakers  have  desired,  the  bringing 
of  young  students  from  Maynooth  to 
attend  lectures  at  the  University.  If 
it  be  impossible  to  obtain  a  further 
grant  from  the  Treasury,  I  would  submit 
to  you  that  there  is  one  place  in  Dublin 
which  could  be  utilised  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Dublin  College.  It  is  a  place  and 
a  site  around  which  many  memories, 
inspiring  memories,  of  Irish  life  linger. 
In  ancient  Celtic  tradition  it  was  a  place 
of  learning  and  of  saintliness ;  in  mediseval 
times,  of  Norman  prowess,  of  the  doings 
of  the  Knights  Templars  and  Knights 
Hospitalers,  and  later  on  down  the 
centuries  from  Tudor  times  to  present 
days  the  name  of  the  hospital  at  Kilmain- 
ham  frequently  occurs  in  Irish  annals.  If 
the  Treasury  are  unable  to  find  the  money, 
let  them  make  over  that  Institution  to 
the  new  college,  and  in  that  way  throw 
some  lustre  upon,  and  attach  some 
dignit}'  to,  this  new  creation. 

♦The  Earl  of  MAYO:  My  Lords, 
we  have  listened  with  the  greatest  in- 
terest to  Lord  MacDonneirs  speech, 
but  there  is  one  remark  I  wish  to  make 
arising  out  of  it.  The  noble  Lord  said 
that  the  scheme  which  we  in  Ireland 
know  as  Mr.  Bryce's  scheme  would  have 
brought  about  the  mutual  conciliation 
of  contending  parties  and  that  practically 
the  contending  party  was  Trinity  College. 
To  that  statement  of  the  noble  Lord 
I  agree.  Then  he  went  on  to  say  that 
as  it  was  a  case  of  "  Hands  off  Trinity," 
we    had    to    accept    the    present    Bill. 

Lord  Macdonnell  of  Smnford. 


I  agree,  and  what  I  want  to  say 
to  your  Lordships  to-night  is  that 
I,  for  my  part,  accept  the  Bill, 
because  Trinity  College  is  not  in  any 
way  to  be  interfered  with.  Then  as  to 
the  remarks  from  the  noble  Earl  who 
introduced  the  Bill  into  this  House. 
The  noble  Earl  said  that  there  was  haste 
in  the  matter  and  that  it  was  bad  to 
allow  the  matter  to  sinmier  too  long. 
That  was  followed  by  a  remark  from  tbj 
noble  Marquess  who  leads  us  on  this 
side  of  the  House  to  the  effect  that  it 
might  be  an  Irish  stew  that  was  simmer- 
ing. Then  the  noble  Earl,  in  dealing 
with  the  Bill,  went  on  to  say  that  it  was 
like  a  caravan  that  was  marching  through 
the  desert  with  the  dry  bones  of  the 
different  preceding  schemes  lying  on 
each  side.  Well,  I  only  hope  that  the 
dry  bones  will  not  prove  to  be  the  dry 
;  bones  of  the  Irish  stew.  I  assure  your 
!  Lordships  that  we  are  not  going  to  allow 
j  this  matter  to  become  dry  bones ;  we 
j  have  the  Bill  and  we  are  going  to  work 
I  together  to  try  and  make  it  a  success. 
'  I  think  it  is  right  that  we  should  con- 
j  gratulate  the  Chief  Secretary  that  at 
last  he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  in, 
and  passing,  a  measure  of  education, 
and  that  that  education  is  to  apply  to 
Ireland.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
no  matter  what  has  been  said  about  it, 
that  this  is  a  denominational  measure, 
because  the  charters  and  their  working 
must  result  in  there  being  a  denomina- 
tional University  with  a  college  in  Dublin. 
I  do  not  quite  understand  how  the  Non- 
conformist conscience  has  been  got 
over  in  this  matter.  The  other  day  I 
was  speaking  to  a  Nonconfoimist  minister 
and  he  said  to  me — 

"  Wei],  in  this  matter  we  consider  Ireland  to 
be  quite  outside  the  range  of  our  thoughts ;  in 
regard  to  education  we  have  put  aside  the 
question  of  Ireland  altogether." 

It  comes,  therefore,  to  this,  that  in  this 
matter  Nonconformists  consider  Ireland 
to  be  absolutely  a  separate  entity. 

No  doubt  the  Bill  will  pass  the  Second 
Reading  to-night  and  we  shall  follow 
the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  this  matter.  At  this  point  I  must 
unhesitatingly  congratulate  the  Chief 
Secretary  on  having  got  all  parties  and  all 
creeds  in  Ireland  to  agree  on  this  measure 
and  I  am  sure  the  Bill,  within  its  limita- 
tions, will  be  a  success/    ^^  its  defects^ 
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there  is  first  and  foremost  the  fact  that 
this  Uuiversity  of  Dublin  is  not  residential. 
That,  to  the  minds  of  those  of  us  in  the 
south  of  Ireland,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant things.  The  Royal  University 
is  swept  away,  and  I  noticed  that  the  Chief 
Secretary,  in  dealing  with  this  matter  on 
Saturday  last,  mentioned  that  Lord 
Castletown,  the  present  Chancellor  of 
the  Royal  University,  helped  him  in 
every  way  to  annihilate  himself  and  to 
annihilate  the  University!  The  Uni- 
versity was  solely  an  examining  body, 
and  another  had  been  put  in  its  place 
with  the  difference  that  the  new  Uni- 
versity in  Dublin  is  to  teach  as  well  as  to 
examine. 

As  regards  the  non-residential  factor 
in  this  Bill,  it  is  a  question  whether 
parents  will  be  willing  to  send  their 
sons  to  lodgings  in  Dublin.  It  will 
also  have  this  effect,  that  there  will 
be  no  kind  of  discipline.  There  is  a 
college  but  no  college  life,  and  there 
are  no  college  friendships  formed — 
friendships  of  long  endurance.  Then  as  'to 
the  buildings,  which  buildings  I  know 
very  well,  and  which  were  the  old  Ex- 
hibition buildings  of  1868,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  plenty 
of  room  in  the  grounds  that  exist  there 
for  the  building  of,  at  all  events,  a  small 
residential  college.  A  small  one  would 
be  a  commencement.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  great  hurry  in  this  matter, 
and  small  beginnings  make  great  ends, 
whilst  I  am  sure  that  there  are  many  y,lxo 
would  be  willing  to  help  materially  out 
of  their  own  pockets  to  build  a  residential 
college  and  to  meet  the  Government  in 
the  matter.  Maynooth  would,  no  doubt 
be  affiliated,  and  in  regard  to  that  I 
should  like  to  draw  attention  to  a  most 
remarkable  passage  in  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Robertson  Commission 
by  Dr.  O'Dyer,  the  Bishop  of  Limerick, 
who  strongly  advocated  a  residential 
University.  Remembering  the  criticism 
that  has  been  poured  on  this  measure 
by  Dr.  O'Dyer,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
what  he  said.     His  words  were — 

•*  We  are,  in  Dublin,  within  very  easy  dis- 
tance of  Maynooth,  which  is  our  great  ecclesias- 
tical college,  so  that  if  we  had  a  central  in- 
stitution in  Dublin  we  might  hope  in  a  very 
short  time  to  have  in  it  a  very  large  number  of 
students.  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if 
our  numbers  were  well  over  1,000,  or,  perhaps, 
2,000  students  in  a  very  short  time,  and  then  we 


should  have  really  an  immense  institution  in  the 
country.  Then,  again,  we  think  it  ought  to  be 
a  residential  institution.  Trinity  College  is 
residential  and,  while  we  do  not  thtnk  that 
residence  or  attending  University  lectures 
ought  to  be  an  absolute  condition  of  getting 
University  degrees,  yet  we  think  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  opportunity  for  an  adequate 
number  of  our  students  getting  the  education 
of  a  residential  University,  because  we  believe 
that  residence,  by  itself,  and  the  mixing  of 
students  with  one  another,  and  with  the  fellows 
and  their  teachers,  has  a  great  educational 
effect  upon  them.  It  is  particularly  desirable 
therefore  that  we  should  get  a  residential 
institution  in  Dublin,  and  we  consider  that  it 
would  be  rather  unfair  and  imequal  treatment 
to  have  Trinity  College  here,  in  Dublin,  for  the 
Efnscopal  Protestants  who  can  reside  there,  and 
to  have  our  Catholic  young  men  without  any 
home  knocking  about  in  the  lodging-houses  of 
the  town." 

I  think  that  is  a  very  remarkable  state- 
ment, and  one  with  which  many  of  your 
Lordships  will  agree.  It  would  be  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  young  men  who  will 
be  our  future  priests,  and  who  will  take 
care  of  the  Roman  Catholics  throughout 
Ireland,  to  go  up  to  Dublin  for  a  short 
time  and  live  in  a  college  away  from 
Maynooth,  mixing  with  the  other  col- 
legians in  their  work  and  in  their  games. 

The  noble  Earl  who  leads  the  House 
knows  Maynooth  very  well,  and  I  should 
like,  I  hope  without  hurting  the  feelings 
of  any  Roman  Catholic,  to  mentioji  a 
little  incident  which  occurred.  We  had 
a  meeting  of  the  Archaeological  Society 
of  my  county  at  Maynooth  and  were 
addressed  by  Dr.  Brown,  now  a  bishop 
in  the  South  of  Ireland,  on  the  antiquities 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  then  we  were 
shown  over  the  place ;  going  into  the 
library  I  asked  the  assistant  librarian  : 
*'  How  do  you  teach  history,  and  have 
you  got  a  History  of  England  in  the 
library  ?  "  He  replied  :  "  No ;  history  is 
taught  by  the  lecturer."  That  shows, 
therefore,  that  history  is  taught  not  from 
the  books  that  one  would  find  in  any 
ordinary  library  but  by  the  lecturer 
whose  ideas  about  history  are  communi- 
cated to  the  young  men  who  have  charge 
more  or  less  of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land. Then  with  regard  to  the  finances 
of  this  Bill:  there  were  some  figures  dealt 
with  by  the  noble  Earl  about  which  I  was 
not  quite  clear — the  mention  of  a  sum  of 
£46,555  out  of  the  present  endowment. 
I  do  not  quite  understand  what  that 
means. 
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♦The  Eabl  of  CREWE  :  That  is  the 
sum  total  of  the  additional  grant,  as 
compared  with  the  present  grants  paid  to 
the  various  Queen's  Colleges.  It  is  the 
difference  which  comes  from  the  Treasury. 

♦The  Earl  op  MAYO  :  That  is  satis- 
factory. Then  there  is  the  £20,000  per 
annum.  That  is  a  fairly  generous  gift, 
and  I  should  have  thought  there  would 
have  been  enough  money  to  build  a 
residential  college.  It  must  be  i^mem- 
bered  that  that  £20,000  is  part  of  the 
monies  acquired  by  the  disestablishment 
of  the  Irish  Church  and  it  is  to  be 
divided  between  Dublin  and  Belfast. 
That  is  all  very  well,  but  it  is  Irish 
money.  In  Dublin  there  is  to  be  a 
Roman  Catholic  atmosphere  and  in 
the  other  a  Presbyterian  atmosphere. 
The  Chief  Secretary  said  on  the  First 
Reading  of  the  Bill  in  another  place — 

"  Where  Ireland  would  be,  or  where  shoold 
I  be,  without  this  Church  fund,  I  dare  not 
think  ;  it  is  indeed  a  horn  of  plenty.'' 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Irish  Church,  and 
I  like  to  have  it  recalled  to  my  mind 
that  the  horn  of  plenty  is  being  used  for 
a  Roman  Catholic  University  in  Dublin, 
and  a  Presbyterian  one  in  Belfast.  It  is 
an  interesting  fact  that  has  now  become 
almost  a  historical  fact.  I  make  these 
remarks  not  in  any  carping  spirit  what- 
soever. I  welcome  the  measure  in 
every  possible  way,  and  say  that 
this  Bill  has  every  reason  for  passing 
both  Houses.  We  shall  all,  I  think, 
try  to  make  it  a  success,  and  I,  with 
many  others,  will  watch  with  the  greatest 
interest  the  progress  made  by  our  latest 
University,  and  I  feel  it  will  depend 
almost  entirely,  talking  of  Dublin,  on 
the  way  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  laity  work 
together  for  the  good  of  this  great — I 
think  it  will  be  a  great — University. 
We  may  criticise  details,  but  one  great 
principle  remains  :  the  Roman  Catholic 
population  have  as  much  right  to  a 
college  with  an  atmosphere  of  Roman 
Catholicism  as  we  have  to  help  to  hold 
Trinity  College. 

♦Lord  KILLANIN  :  My  noble  friend 
Lord  Macdonnell  is,  as  far  as  I  know, 
the  only  Catholic  Member  of  the  House 
who  has  as  yet  spoken,  and  I  think, 
therefore,  that  possibly  it  is  only  right 


that  some  Member  from  this  side  of  the 
House  who  is  a  Catholic  should,  how- 
ever inadequately,  endeavour  to  put 
before  your  Lordships  some  of  the  views 
which  many  of  us  Catholics  hold  in 
connection  with  this  question.  I  can 
say  myself,  honestly,  that  in  so  far  as 
I  have  taken  any  part  in  political  life 
either  in  Ireland  or  in  this  country  in 
another  place,  this  question  of  Irish 
University  education  for  the  Catholic 
people  of  Ireland  has  always  deeply 
interested  me,  and  it  has  for  many 
years  seemed  to  me  to  be  far  and  away 
the  most  important  qiiestion  in  con- 
nection with  Irish  matters.  Also,  my 
Lords,  the  reality  of  the  grievance  under 
that  heading,  and  the  urgent  and  ever- 
growing necessity  for  dealing  with  that 
grievance,  has  always  received,  whether 
in  public  or  in  private,  whether  in  sym- 
pathetic or  in  unsympathetic  company, 
my  unwavering  support.  And  in  later 
years,  inasmuch  as  I  am  a  Senator  of 
the  Royal  University,  which  University 
is  to  be  dissolved  under  this  Bill,  and 
inasmuch  as  I  am  also  a  Commissioner 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  it  has 
also  more  or  less  been  my  duty  to  give 
some  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  and  to  the 
consequences  arising  therefrom.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  should  like,  with  your  kind 
indulgence,  to  endeavour  this  eVening 
to  give  expression  to  some  of  the 
views  which  I  hold  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  some  of  the  considerations 
which  influence  me  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  and  abo  I  should  like,  on 
this  important  occasion  in  the  history 
of  Ireland,  to  give  expression,  for 
my  part,  to  the  great  pleasure  and 
the  great  hopefulness  with  which  I 
see  at  last  this  question  apparently 
about  to  reach  a  satisfactory  solution. 
In  the  first  place,  and  I  think  it  only 
right,  I  should  like  to  add  my  humble 
tribute  of  sincere  admiration  for  the 
courage  and  perseverance,  the  tact  and 
patience,  to  say  nothing  of  course 
of  his  well-known  aj)ilities  and  elo- 
quence, which  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  has  shown  in  tackling  this  most 
difficult  problem,  which  had  baulked 
so  many  great  men  before  him.  For 
my  part,  I  warmly  admire  the  bold, 
and  even  chivalrous,  determination  with 
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which  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has 
insisted  upon  finding  a  solution  to  this 
problem,  and  with  which  he  has  insisted 
furthermore  in  carrying  that  solution 
to  a  successful  issue,  and  that  in  spite 
of  great  difficulties  and  great  and  thieat- 
'ening  dangers  and  risks,  both  to  himself 
personally  and  'to  the  Party  to  which 
he  belongs.  When  I  have  said  that,  I 
think  that  even  he,  the  triumphant 
hero  in  this  matter,  will  generously 
agree  with  me  that,  although  nothing 
•can  deprive  him  of  the  credit  of  having 
settled  this  question,  or  of  the  victory, 
'the  rough  and  difficult  way  which  I 
admit  he  has  trodden  to  the  goal  had 
l>een,  to  a  large  extent,  smoothed 
tind  paved  by  the  earnest  and  the 
powerful  advooaoy  whioh  Mr.  Balfour 
has  now  for  twenty  years  given  to  the 
furtherance  of  this  question.  When  I 
recall  to  mind  the  many  speeches 
which  Mr.  Balfour  delivered  on  this 
•question  in  another  place,  specially  the 
famous  speech  delivered  nineteen  years 
ago,  at  Partiok  in  Glasgow,  when  I  recall 
further  a  passionate  speech  of  his  in 
response  to  a  hostile  deputation  of  his 
own  constituents  that  waited  on  him 
in  Manchester,  I  cannot  but  feel  that, 
although  Mr.  Balfour  was  denied  the 
satisfaction  of  adding  the  settlement  of 
this  question  to  the  many  other  remedial 
measures  which  he  passed  for  the  benefit 
-of  Ireland,  the  eventual  settlement  of 
that  question  owes  a  great  deal  to,  and 
was  largely  facilitated  by,  his  powerful 
advocacy  and  loyalty  on  this  subject. 
But,  my  Lords,  when  I  think  of 
that  advocacy,  when  I  recall  to  mind 
the  many  eloquent  speeches  which 
he  delivered  on  this  question, 
when  I  recall  to  mind  what  I  might 
almost  call  his  pathetic  appeals  to  hio 
•own  Party  to  let  him,  their  leader,  and 
above  all,  their  chosen  leader  in  Irish 
matters,  deal  with  this  question,  it  is 
painful  to  me  to  think  of  how  he  was 
obstructed  and  successfully  prevented 
from  dealing  with  this  question  by  the 
intolerance  and  the  selfishness  of  a  small 
section  of  his  own  Party.  Many  of  us 
in  Ireland  felt  that  very  much,  because 
we  considered  that  this  was  one  of  those 
Irish  grievances  that  stood  out  from 
others  as  a  just  complaint  of  the  Irish 
people  which  this  Parliament,  as  long  as  it 
is  responsible  for  Irish  affairs,  was  bound 


to  listen  to  and  bound  to  remedy.  We 
considered  furthermore  that  the  duty  of 
settling  that  question  devolved  espnecially 
on  that  Party  m  the  State  whose  principal 
maxim  and  pledge  was,  in  reference  to  Irish 
affairs,  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  was 
willing  and  capable  of  dealing  with  any 
real  Irish  grievance,  which  is  to  my 
mind  the  orJy  possible  position  for  any 
feasible  Unionist  policy  in  Ireland.  It  is, 
if  we  come  to  think  of  it,  but  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  policy  known  as  justice 
to  Ireland  whi<^  even  O'CJonncJl  ad- 
vocated many  years  ago  as  an  alternative 
policy  to  repeal  of  the  Union,  and  cer- 
tainly, as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it 
is  the  only  Unionist  policy  that  I 
have  ever  supported,  and  the  only 
Unionist  policy  that  I  can  ever  imagine 
myself  supporting.  Accordingly,  my 
Lords,  it  was  with  dismay,  amounting 
almost  to  despair,  that  many  of  us  in 
Ireland  u\  the  later  days  of  Unionist 
administration  saw  the  weakening  of 
that  policy,  and  saw  a  great  and  just 
complaint  of  the  Irish  people  such  as 
this  shelved  and  put  on  one  side  and 
actually  contemned,  and  Mr.  Balfour 
beaten  in  his  own  Party  and  in  his  own 
Cabinet,  on  this  puestion.  Many  of  us 
in  IrelMid  winced  under  what  we  felt 
was  a  true  indictment,  namely,  that  the 
treatment  of  this  question  by  the  official 
Unionist  Party  had  furnished  an  un- 
answerable argument  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule,  and  had  struck  a  heavier  blow  at  the 
Union  than  it  had  ever  received  before. 
However,  fortunately  sometimes,  even  in 
this  world,  things  turn  out  better  thau  any- 
one expects,  and  now,  the  carr3ang  of  this 
great  measure  of  justice  for  the  people  of 
Ireland,  carried  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, in  a  Protestant  Parliament,  in 
what  I  might  call,  to  make  use  of  a  much 
abused  word,a  denominational  Parliament, 
with  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of 
both  the  great  Parties  in  the  State,  is  to 
my  mind  a  redemption  and  an  eloquent 
exemplification  of  what  I  have  said 
must  be  a  fundamental  and  essential 
pledge  and  maxim  of  any  possible 
Unionist  policy  in  Ireland,  namely, 
that  Irishmen  can  look  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament  for  the  removal  of  any  real 
Irish  grievance. 

The  question  then  arises  :  Is  this  a  real 
Irish  grievance  and  has  the  settlement  of 
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this  question  been  urgent  1  I  do  not  want, 
to  go  into  the  whole  history  of  this 
question,  especially   at    this   late    hour 
of    the   night,    but    I   think,    in  order 
to    understand    somewhat    the    genesis 
and    the    growth    of    the    demand    of 
the  Catholic  people  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  brief 
glance  at  Irish  history.    It  is  necessary, 
however  shortly,  to  look  to  past  times  in 
Ireland,  when  the  Catholic  people,  who 
were  the  majority  of  the  people,  had  all 
their  property  confiscated,  their  churches 
and  their  schools  destroyed  or  taken  from 
th'.m,  when  education  was  a  crime,  and 
their  whole  social  and  political  position 
was  ruined  and  destroyed,  and  when  the 
people  lived  as  serfs  or  banished  from  their 
own  country.  We  see  them  then  living  on 
for  generations,  and  for  centuries,  without 
churches,  without  schools,  without  pro- 
perty,    without     education,     but    still 
true  to  and  steadfastly  holding  by  the 
faith  of  their  fathers,  in  spite  of  every 
worldly     temptation     and    inducement 
to   do   otherwise.       I    do   not   wish   to 
dwell  on  that  part  of  Anglo-Irish  history. 
I  am  only  too  glad  to  turn  my  back 
upon  that  dark  passage  of  history,  but 
if   I  do  so,  I  do  so   on    one  condition, 
and  that  is  that  we  remember  that  we 
have  left  the  Catholic  Irish  people  very 
poor  and  very  uneducated  and  without 
any  opportunity  of  being  in  any  other 
position.     But  when  we  turn  from  that 
period,    and  come  down   to   pleasanter 
times  in  the  history  of  Ireland,  we  see 
down   through  the  decades  of  the  last 
century  the   Catholics    being   gradually 
emancipated,      gradually    given    means 
of    education,    gradually  being  enfran- 
chised and  allowed  to  take   some  part 
in  the  government  of  their  own  country. 
And    as    we  come  to  the  last  decades 
of  the  last  century  what  is  the  position  ? 
We  then  find  that,  so  to  speak,  a  new 
class   has  grown  up  in    Ireland,  a   new 
generation.   They  are  the  same  people,  but 
they  hold  a  different  position.     There  is  a 
great  body  of  Catholic  people  whom  this 
House  and  Parliament  emancipated,  whom 
this    House    enfranchised,    into    whose 
hands  Parliament  has  given  all  local  and 
political  power  in  Ireland,  and  in  whose 
hands  rests,  for  good  or  for  bad,  absolutely, 
the  future  destinies  of  Ireland,     When 
that  is  the  position,  when  you  have  that 
class    in    Ireland    holding    that    great 
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position,  that  great  power,  and  those  great 
responsibilities,  it  has  always  passed  my 
comprehension  how  anyone  could  hesitate 
to  give  them  every  possible  facility  for 
education  and  refuse  to  give  the  demo- 
cracy, which  is  going  to    rule  in  Ire- 
land as  elsewhere,     every  opportunity 
of   taking   an    enlightened    and    broad- 
minded  view   of    its    own   powers  and 
responsibilities.    My  Lords,  it  is  for  the 
purpose   of  meeting  the   needs  of  that 
new  class,  of  that  new  generation  who^ 
are  so  powerful  in  Ireland,  that  a  Bill 
like  this  has    been  brought    into   Par- 
liament.     It    is    for     the    purpose   of 
meeting  the  needs  of  those  classes  that 
for  the  last  forty  years  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  have  been  asking  Parliament  to 
assist  them  in  making  arrangements  for 
the  higher  education  of  the  Catholic  people 
of  Ireland,  and  it  is  on  account  of  that 
situation  that  almost  every  statesman, 
as   the   noble   Earl   the   Leader   of  the 
House    has    pointed    out,     during    the 
last  forty  years,  who  has  had  any  connec- 
tion whatever  with  the  Grovernment  of 
Ireland,    has    borne    testimony    to   the 
necessity    of     settling     this      question. 
Those  gentlemen  have  for  the  most  part, 
my  Lords,  been  Englishmen.     They  have 
been  Protestants,  and  their  natural  pre- 
judices would  not  have  inclined  them  to^ 
take   this    view.     There  are  such  well- 
known  instances  as  the  noble  Viscount  who 
sits  on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench,  Lord 
St.  Aldwyn,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach,  who 
was  for  so  many  years  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland ;      Viscount   Morley,   also  Chief 
Secretary ;       and   such    statesmen  and 
well-known  politicians  in  connection  with 
Ireland  as  Mr.  Lecky,  Sir  Edward  Carson, 
Lord  Cadogan,  and  Mr.  WjTidham.  Also, 
as  has  been  pointed  out,  two  Royal  Com- 
missions composed  of  the  greatest  educa- 
tional experts  that  could  be  discovered 
in  these  islands,  Scotsmen  and  English- 
men, for  the  most  part  Protestants,  have 
also  borne  testimony  to  the  necessity  of 
settling  this  question,  and  the   tragedy 
of  the  situation  is  that  we  should  be  only 
now  settling  it  when  it  is  almost  too  late. 
I  say  it  is  almost  too  late  because,  although 
it  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  injury 
that  has  already  been  done  in  Ireland  hy 
the  neglect  of  this  question,  the  whole  of 
the  higher  and  nobler  life  of  three-quarter* 
of  the  population  of  Ireland  has  been 
thwarted  and  stunted  during  that  period. 
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A  bitterness  has  been  created  in  the 
Catholic  class  in  Ireland  that  did  not 
exist  and  need  not  have  existed.  All 
the  influences  of  higher  education  and 
culture,  which  do  so  much  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community  in  innumer- 
able ways,  have  been  almost  entirely 
absent  during  all  this  period  as  far 
as  the  great  body  of  the  Irish  people  are 
concerned,  and  it  is  because  tlus  state  of 
afEairs,  even  though  late,  is  going,  I 
believe,  to  be  remedied,  that  I  have  no 
hesitation    in    welcoming    this    Bill. 

I  believe  that  under  this  Bill  will  be 
founded  a  great  national  popular  Univer- 
sity, reflecting  public  opinion  and  there- 
fore able  to  guide  public  opinion,  reflecting 
popular  aspirations  and  therefore  able 
to  guide  popular  aspirations,  reflecting 
the  popular  opinions  and  tastes  of  the 
Irish  people,  and  therefore  able  to  guide 
them.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I,  al- 
though like  other  Members  of  this  House, 
I  do  not  consider  this  in  aU  respects  an 
ideal  measure.  I  welcome  it.  I  welcome 
it  as,  to  my  mind,  the  best  under  all  the 
circumstances.  I  welcome  it  as  a  practical 
solution  of  a  practical  question,  and  I 
say  that  it  should  not  be  judged  on  rigid 
principles  or  on  abstract  theories  or  ideals. 
The  case  of  Ireland  is  always  a  concrete, 
practical  one,  and  to  my  mind  many  of  the 
mistakes  that  are  made  in  the  government 
of  Ireland  arise  from  the  fact  that  ques- 
tions are  treated  on  theoretical  Unes. 
Ireland  fits  in  with  no  theory  or 
ideal  or  principle  that  was  ever  heard  of. 
Its  people  are  too  varied,  its  history  has 
been  too  checkered,  and  its  Governments 
are  too  fickle,  and  therefore  in  this  matter, 
as  in  every  other  Irish  matter,  all  we  should 
ask  for  and  all  we  should  look  for  is  the 
best  under  all  the  extremely  contrary 
Hibernian  circumstances.  Although, 
I  welcome  this  Bill  as  a  practical 
solution  of  a  practical  question,  there 
are,  of  course,  in  it  some  blemishes  which 
I  regret  to  see.  I  think  it  is  a  thousand 
pities  that  the  Chief  Secretary  has  not 
been  able  to  make  some  provision  for 
residential  quarters.  That  fact  will 
disappoint  the  people  6f  Ireland.  They 
are  unanimous  on  that  subject.  It  will 
temper,  I  fear,  the  enthusiasm  and 
gratitude  that  this  Bill  is  going  to  arouse 
in  Ireland,  and  it  will  create  jealousies 
of  other  Universities,  and  to  my  mind 


it  will  prevent  this  measure  having  finality. 
When  I  think  of  how  far  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  has  gone,  of  how 
successful  he  has  been  in  carrying  this 
measure  so  far,  I  think  it  is  a  pity 
that  he  should  not  even  now  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Irish  people  on  this  subject. 

I  shall  not  detain  you  any  farther 
at  this  hour  of  the  night  by  going 
into  many  other  points,  which  I 
could  easily  do,  that  have  been  raised, 
such  as  whether  the  University  is- 
denominational  or  not.  To  my  mind 
it  is  not  denominational  in  any  proper 
sense  of  the  word.  There  are  no  tests, 
there  are  no  barriers,  there  are  no  means 
of  excluding  anyone,  it  will  not  be 
denominational  and  only  Catholic  p 
because  the  people  of  Ireland  are  Catholic, 
and  if  all  the  people  of  Ireland  weift  to 
bed  to-night  Catholics  but  woke  up  to- 
morrow morning  Mahomedans,  with 
turbans  on  their  heads,  this  Bill  could  be^ 
sent  over  to  Ireland  without  a  single 
change  in  its  constitution,  and  it  would 
suit  the  Mahomedans  of  Ireland  just  as 
well. 

I  shall  not  detain  your  Lordships 
further,  but  conclude  by  again  expressing 
my  sincere  pleasure  and  my  great  hope- 
fulness in  connection  with  the  settlement 
of  this  question.  1  consider  that  the 
settlement  is  in  the  first  place  a  noble 
work  in  the  cause  of  the  education  of 
the  people  of  a  country.  I  do  not  see  how 
you  could  do  a  greater  work.  When, 
furthermore,  I  consider  the  difficulties 
of  the  situation,  I  think  it  is  an  act  of  the 
highest  statesmanship.  1  also  look 
upon  it  as  a  great  measure  of  justice,  of 
conciliation,  and  of  reparation  to  the^ 
people  of  Ireland.  This  Bill  re- 
moves the  last  disability  from  'which 
the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland  suffered 
and  which  through  so  many  centuries 
and  generations  handicapped  them  so 
hopelessly  in  the  struggle  of  life,  and 
late  as  this  measure  of  relief  and  justice 
has  come  to  Ireland,  I,  nevertheless,  think 
now  that  it  has  come  that  there  should 
be  recognised  and  seen  in  this  settlement 
of  this  question  a  generosity  of  spirit, 
a  toleration,  a  liberality  of  thought, 
and  a  friendliness  of  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  England  and  of  Scotland 
which  deserve  and  ought  to  receive  the^ 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  MQfi^iA^ 
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Ireland.  For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I 
earnestly  tmst  and  pray  that  this  crown- 
ing act  of  conciliation  to  the  Catholic 
iAubjects  of  His  Majesty  in  Ireland  may 
•do  much  to  increase  that  peace,  that 
mutual  confidence,  and  that  mutual 
^ood-will  which  we  should  all  desire  to  see 
•existing  and  growing  between  the  people 
of  these  two  islands  that  €k)d  and  nature 
have  put  so  close  together. 

♦The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE:  In 
iriew  of  the  late  hour  of  the  evening, 
I  am  unwilling  to  detain  your  Lord- 
-ships  for  long,  but  I  am  also  unwill- 
ing to  give  an  entirely  silent  vote  in 
-supporting  the  Bill  which  is  now  before 
lis.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  admitted  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite,  who,  I  believe,  is 
to  ^wjjnd  up  the  debate  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  that  whatever  criticisms 
have  been  made  from  this  side  of  the 
House  have  been  friendly  criticisms. 
They  have  not  been  criticisms  attacking 
the  Bill  with  the  object  of  destroying  it, 
but  have  been  rather  criticisms  expressing 
•dissatisfaction  that  the  scheme  which  is 
at  present  before  us  is  not  complete 
•enough  in  certain  respects.  I  do  not 
think  that  can  be  said  of  the  criticisms 
in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  the  late  Under-Secretary  for 
Ireland.  His  criticbms  I  do  not  think 
I  describe  unfairly  when  I  say  that  they 
attacked  the  structure  set  up  by  the 
measure  now  before  your  Lordships  far 
more  than  did  the  criticisms  levelled 
irom  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I  confess 
that  if  I  had  been  blindfolded  and  had 
heard  the  speech  without  knowing  who 
was  delivering  it,  I  should  not  have  been 
very  surprised  to  hear  it  finish  with  a 
Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  I 
think  it  will  be  interesting  for  the  future 
historian — it  is  not  our  business  to  do 
so  to-night  in  view  of  our  ignorance  of  all 
the  facts  of  the  case — ^to  puzzle  out  how 
it  is,  in  view  of  the  contrary  views  which 
the  noble  Lord  holds,  that  the  Bill  is 
in  its  present  shape.  And  here,  my 
Lords,  I  want  to  disagree  a  little  with 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
noble  Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill  as 
to  some  of  the  history  that  has  been 
3)Ut  before  your  Lordships.  The  noble 
Earl,  the  Leader  of  the  House,  gave  us 
a  most  complete  resume  of  the  efiorts 
to  supply  a  Uciversity  education  which 
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would  be  satisfactory  to  the  wants  of  <mr 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  citixens  in  Ireland, 
but  I  noticed  he  passed  by  very  lightly 
what  is  known  familiarly  as  Mr.  Bryce^s 
scheme,  whereas  on  the  other  hand,  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  devoted  the  meet 
part  of  his  remarks  to  pointing  out  its 
excellencies.  The  noble  Lord  assured  us 
that  practically  that  scheme  was  received 
in  Ireland  with  open  arms.  I  did  not 
quite  catch,  but  I  think  he  suggested, 
that  it  was  so  received  by  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Ireland. 

Lord  MACDONNELL  op  SWIN- 
FORD  :  Distinguished  members  of  the 
Church  of  Irelajad. 

♦The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE :  I 
am  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  for 
his  explan^'tion.  My  Lords,!  am  a  loyal 
member  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and 
I  desite  to  remain  at  all  times  loyal 
to  its  most  distinguished  men,  but 
I  think  I  can  promise  the  noble  Lord 
that  if  it  had  ever  been  suggested  in 
our  synod  that  we  should  have  approved 
of  Mr.  Bryce's  scheme,  some  of  my 
friends  in  Ireland  could  have  given 
the  proposer  of  that  measure  a  very 
lively  time.  The  scheme  was  un- 
doubtedly received  by  somre  people 
at  first  acquaintance,  with  favour,  becauBe 
we  were  all  disposed  to  receive  any 
attempt  to  deal  with  this  long  delayed 
question  with  favour,  but  on  examination 
I  do  not  think  there  were  many  people 
in  Ireland  in  favour  of  the  scheme, 
and  I  am  certain  there  is  nobody 
in  favour  of  it  now  outside  the 
imm:ediate  circle  of  its  authors.  It 
was  very  soon  after  its  creation 
damned  with  extremely  faint  praise, 
and  surely  a  justification  and  a  final 
proof  of  that  fact  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  forms  no  part  of  the  present  scheme. 
I  want,  if  I  may — I  think  I  can  do  it 
accurately — to  amplify  a  little  some  of 
the  history  which  has  b:en  put  before 
us  this  evening.  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  had  a  great  deal  to  talk 
about,  and,  therefore,  I  am  sure  it 
was  only  an  accidental  omission  on 
his  part,  but  I  think  he  showed  a 
tendency  to  attribute  the  failure  of 
adoption  of  Mr.  Bryce's  proposals  solely 
to  the  attitude  of  Trinity  College.  1 
do  not  think  that  is  a  iain  Reflection 
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to  put  upon  T  inity  College.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  to  argue  that  this  scheme 
is  only  brought  forward  because  the 
opposition  of  Trinity  College  made  Mr. 
Bryce's  scheme  impossible. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  say  that,  although  I 
may  have  seemed  to  imply  that  that 
was  the  only  cause,  but  it  undoubtedly 
was  a  ruling  consideration. 

*The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  :  I 
am  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord. 
I  quite  agree  that  the  opposition  of 
Trinity  College  was  a  cause,  and  an 
important  cause,  but  it  was  not  the 
sole  cause,  and  I  do  not  think  it  was 
even  the  most  important  cause,  which, 
I  think,  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  scheme 
would  have  been  absolutely  unworkable 
in  practice,  in  view  of  the  invariable 
practice  of  the  Ron^an  Catholic  Church 
in  dealing  with  educational  matters, 
because,  word  it  as  you  like,  the  Bryce 
scheme  would  have  set  up  a  system  of 
mixed  education,  a  sjBtem  of  education 
which  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics 
were  to  be  asked  to  share  together, 
a  system  of  education  that  we  Pro- 
testants, many  of  us,  approve  of, 
but  a  system  that  hardly  any  Roman 
Catholic  can  be  found  to  advocate.  I 
take  that  from  the  action  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops.  They  in  times  past 
could  have  had  systems  of  mixed  edu- 
cation on  several  occasions.  Trinity 
College  did  their  best,  by  offering 
them  the  provision  of  a  divinity  school, 
to  bring  the  Roman  Catholics  into 
Trinity  College  on  absolutely  equal 
terms  with  their  Anglican  feUow-subjects. 
The  Roman  Catholic  bishops  did  not 
like  the  proposal.  I  do  not  blame  them 
for  that.  It  was  a  subject  on  which 
they,  and  they  alone,  were  qualified  to 
judge  as  to  whether  they  would  accept 
it  or  not.  Whether  you  look  at  the 
system  of  elementary  education  in  Ire- 
land or  in  England,  whether  you  look 
at  the  treatment  of  the  negotiations 
of  Trinity  College  on  this  matter,  it 
has  been  made  perfectly  clear  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  will  not  coun- 
tenance any  system  of  mixed  education, 
whether  it  be,  as  I  say,  elementary 
education  or  higher  education.  I  do  not 
grumble  at   this,  because  they  are  the 


proper  people  to  make  up  their  minda 
on  that  subject.  But  I  believe  that  that 
state  of  things,  which  exists  to-day  just 
as  strongly  as  ever,  would  have  made  the 
working,  although  it  would  not  have  pre- 
vented  the  passing,  of  any  scheme  founded 
on  Mr.  Bryce's  proposals  absolutely 
impossible.  That,  my  Lords,  is  all  I 
desire  to  say  beyond  this.  I  have 
ventured  to  say  several  times  before 
that  I  live  in  Ireland  every  day  when 
I  am  not  in  London  for  Parliamentary 
purposes,  and  I  realise  to  the  fuU,. 
that,  whereas  I  have  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a  University  education,  I  am 
surrounded  by  neighbours  in  many  walka 
of  life  who  tell  me,  not  in  a  spirit 
of  complaint,  but  in  a  spirit  of  re- 
gret, that  they  have  never  had  the 
advantage  of  a  University  education,, 
and  have  never  had  the  opportunity 
of  receiving  a  University  training,  the 
advantages  of  which  they  all  recog- 
nise. My  noble  friend  who  has  just 
sat  down  spoke  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  obtaining  a  victory  in  bring- 
ing the  B:U  as  far  as  he  has  brought 
it.  But  I  think  my  noble  friend  was^ 
a  little  sanguine.  I  do  not  deny  the 
great  work  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  done,  and  I  do  not  as  an  Irishman 
deny  him  the  fullest  gratitude  that 
we  find  the  present  Bill  to-day  placed 
upon  our  table,  brt  victory,  my  Lords, 
is  not  yet.  Victory  is  only  in  sight. 
It  is  in  the  working  out  of  the  proposals- 
and  in  the  administration  which  is  made 
possible  by  the  Bill  before  us  this  evening, 
that  we  can  hope,  and  that  we  must 
hope,  to  attain  to  victory,  if  victory  is- 
to  be  attained,  and  I  as  an  Irishman 
cannot  be  any  less  sincere  than  any  who- 
have  spoken  in  saying  that  I  sincerely 
hope  that  victory  may  come  to  us,  and 
that  victory  may  come  to  us  rapidly,  as- 
the  result  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  the  Government 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  re- 
ception which  has  been  accorded  to 
this  Bill  in  your  Lordships'  House. 
There  has  been  criticism,  but  it  has 
been  criticism  of  the  fairest  and  most 
temperate  description ;  .  and  I  do  not 
think  I  misinterpret  the  feelings  ol 
noble  Lords  who  sit  behind  me  when  I 
say  that  itj^is^their^desire  that   this  Bill 
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should  pass  into  law,  and  that  without 
too  much  delay.  We  are  led  to  this  pre- 
disposition in  favour  of  the  Bill  by 
various  causes.  In  the  first  place,  I 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  in  the 
minds  of  most  of  us  there  is  a  feeling  of 
great  weariness  in  connection  with  this 
subject  of  University  education  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  that  were  it  only  for  somewhat 
ignoble  motives  of  that  land,  we  should 
l)e  glad  to  see  the  question  disposed  of. 

But  apart  from  motives  of  that  kind, 
there  is  a  higher  motive  which  points 
in  the  same  direction.  I  think  most 
of  us  feel  that  it  is  little  short  of  a  calam- 
ity, not  only  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
l)ut  to  the  whole  United  Kingdom — I 
will  go  further  and  say  the  whole  British 
Empire — that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  who  number  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  that  country,  should  during 
all  these  years  have  found  themselves  un- 
able to  avail  themselves,  at  any  rate  to 
anything  like  a  sufiicient  extent,  of  any  of 
the  opportunities  which  we  have  been  able 
to  afford  them  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing what  we  usually  speak  of  as  higher 
education.  Therefore,  most  of  us  are, 
I  think,  ready  to  welcome  a  settlement 
of  this  difl&cult  question  without  inquir- 
ing too  scrupulously  into  the  conditions 
attaching  to  it.  The  spirit  in  which  this 
problem  is  now  approached  is  much 
•  more  tolerant  than  that  which  prevailed 
within  the  recollection  of  many  of  us, 
and  there  is  a  generaP  inclination 
to  adapt  our  theories  to  the  convictions 
of  other  people  rather  than  to  force  the 
convictions  of  other  people  to  fit  them- 
selves to  our  theories. 

Speaking  for  myself,  I  may  say 
frankly  that  I  am  deeply  convinced,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  is  highly  desirable 
that  this  question  should  be  settled ; 
and  that,  in  the  next  place,  it  is  no  manner 
of  use  to  offer  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
a  settlement  which  they  are  not  willing 
themselves  freely  and  readily  to  accept. 
That  leads  me  to  two  conclusions.  In  the 
first  place,  in  regard  to  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  that  we  should  be  extremely 
careful  not  to  impose  upon  that  distin- 
guished and  illustrious  body  any  com- 
bination which  it  is  not  prepared  to 
ac<;ept.  When  we  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  we  ought 
to  deal   with  the   Roman   Catholics  of 
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Ireland,  then  I  say  do  not  let  us  be  so 
foolish  as  to  assume  to  ourselves  credit 
for  generosity  when  we  offer  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  conditions  which  we  know 
perfectly  well  the  Roman  Catholics 
will  not  accept  or  will  not  be  allowed  by 
their  advisers  to  accept. 

Holding  these  views,  I  share  the  feeling 
of  my  noble  friend,  Lord  Clonbrock,  when 
I  find  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  Bill 
leaves  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  severely 
alone.  Next  I  come  to  the  terms  which 
the  Bill  offers  to  the  Roman  Catholics. 
What  are  those  terms  ?  We  offer  them 
a  University  which  is  to  be  something 
more  than  a  mere  examining  University. 
It  is  a  University  which,  we  hope,  will 
have  some — I  wish  I  could  say  all — of 
the  attributes  of  what  we  in  this  country 
associate  with  a  teaching  University. 
But,  at  any  rate,  we  hope  it  will  offer  the 
students  who  resort  to  it  some  of  those 
opportunities  for  contact  with  their 
fellow-students  and  for  association  in  the 
life  and  studies  of  the  University,  which 
play  so  large  a  part  in  the  Universities 
of  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
We  hope  that  this  new  University  will 
have  a  local  colourand  produce  something 
which  can  be  described  as  "  local  patriot- 
ism." I  was  struck  by  a  statement  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  in  the  course  of  the 
debates  which  we  have  followed  with  so 
much  attention  lately,  in  which  he  said 
that,  in  his  view,  it  was  essential  that 
Dublin  men  or  Belfast  men  should  really 
be  Dublin  men  or  Belfast  men.  I  hope 
that  is  an  object  of  which  we  shall  not 
lose  sight. 

Now  what  are  the  conditions  under 
which  we  are  going  to  offer  this  University 
to  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  ? 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  playing 
upon  words  in  connection  with  this 
subject.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  going  to  be 
a  denominational  University  ?  Is  it 
going  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic  University 
or  a  University  for  Roman  Catholics  ? 
I  confess  I  am  not  very  much  moved 
by  these  verbal  distinctions.  What  seems 
to  be  important  is  that  we  are  going  to 
establish  a  University  which,  from  the 
force  of  circumstances,  must  inevitably 
be  a  Roman  Catholic  University.  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  for  an  instant  be 
ashamed  or  reluctant  to  face  that  fact.J 
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If  this  scheme  stands  any  chance  of  ; 
being  accepted  by  the  Roman  Catholics ; 
-of  Ireland  it  is  for  the  very  reason  that  j 
the  scheme  in  its  operation  will  give ! 
i;he    Roman    Catholics    that    kind    of 
University  which  they  desire — a  Univer- 
sity with  a  strong  Roman  Catholic  at- 
mosphere, guided,  and  in  fact  dominated 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.    That 
iact-^and    I   believe  it  to  be  a  fact, 
weighs  with  me   much  more  than  the 
iact  that  in  the   Bill  upon    the   Table 
tests  are  specifically  excluded.   We  have 
learnt,  at  any  rate,  this  much  from  these 
•discussions,  that  the  absence  of  tests  is  | 
perfectly  compatible  with  the  presence  ! 
of  a  distinct  denominational  atmosphere, 
and  that  is  a  point  which,  I  daresay, 
many  of  us  will  bear  in  mind  when  we 
•come    to    consider    other    educational 
<M)ntroversies  which  are  not  yet  concluded. 
In  this  case  the  whole  machinery  of  the 
the   new   University    is    so   constituted 
that  it  cannot  fail  to  have  eventually  a 
distinctly  denominational  complexion,  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  make  no 
secret  of  the  fact  that  it  is  on  this  account 
that  the  scheme  finds  favour  in  their 
«yes.    We  may  say  that  all  this  is  very 
retrograde,  that  other  Universities  are 
emancipating  themselves  from  these  in- 
fluences ;    we  may  say  that  these  things 
are  injurious  to  the  laghest  interests    of 
education,  but  I  confess  I  look  upon  the 
matter  in  this  light  and  in  this  light  only — 
are  these  conditions  or  are  they  not  the 
only   conditions   upon   which   you   can 
obtain  a  settlement  which  will  be  accept- 
able   to    our    Roman    Catholic    fellow- 
<utizens  in  Ireland  ?     I  take  it  that  that 
is  a  matter  which  is  beyond  dispute, 
and   His    Majestjr's    Government    have 
left  us  in  no  doubt  that  that' is  a  conditio 
Wie  qua  non  in  the  understanding  which 
has  been  arrived  at  between  them  and 
the  representatives  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Ireland. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  afraid  I  must  go 
on  to  say  that  the  desire  of  His  Majesty^s 
Government  to  render  this  scheme  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy 
has  led  them  at  one  or  two  points  to 
make  a  somewhat  serious  departure 
from  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  principles 
which  they  had  in  view,  when  the  scheme 
of  this  Bill  was  first  formulated.  I 
desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  to  those 


provisions  of  the  Bill  which  have  reference 
to  the  recognition  of  other  colleges — 
that  recognition  which  the  noble  Barl 
who  leads  the  House  frankly  told  us  was 
simply  another  expression  for  what  we 
commonly  describe  as  afiiliation.  If  your 
Lordships  will  look  at  the  fourth  section 
you  will  find  no  doubt  that  it  bristles  with 
safeguards  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  right  of  afi&liation  is  to  be  exercised. 
The  noble  Earl  told  us  that  the  right 
was  carefully  safeguarded,  and  it  is  quite 
true  that  we  are  told  that  afi&liation  can 
only  take  place  when  the  Senate  are 
satisfied  that  students  are  pursuing  a 
course  of  a  University  type — a  course 
approved  by  the  governing  body  of 
the  University,  conducted  under  teachers 
recognised  by  the  governing  body  for 
the  purpose,  and  subject  to  conditions  or 
limitations  contained  in  the  Charter. 

All  these  safeguards  are,  I  venture  to 
say,  safeguards  of  the  very  thinnest 
description.  What  I  think  will  take 
place  under  this  clause — and  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  the  slightest  doubt 
about  it — ^is  that  Maynooth  will  come 
in,  will  be  recognised,  will  be  affiliated, 
and  it  is  perfectly  well  understood  that 
this  is  to  be  the  case.  If  that  takes 
place,  then  at  once  the  condition  of 
residence  in  the  new  University  dis- 
appears entirely,  because  we  know  that 
the  authorities  of  Maynooth  are  not 
content  to  accept  any  conditions  neces- 
sitating residence  on  the  part  of  their 
students.  What  it  will  come  to  will 
be  this,  that  the  Dublin  degree  will 
become  not  a  Dublin  degree,  but  a 
Maynooth  degree,  and  that  the  Dublin 
man  will  turn  out  to  be  a  Dublin  man 
in  name,  but  in  fact  a  student  of  May- 
nooth. That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
serious  departure  from  the  principles 
upon  which  this  Bill  professes  to  be 
founded. 

The  result,  cannot  fail  to  be  this,  that 
the  influence  of  Maynooth  will  swamp 
the  new  University  and  that,  to  use  a 
very  apt  expression  which  fell  from  a 
friend  of  mine  who  was  describing  this 
clause  the  other  day — 

"  The  centre  of  academic  gravity  will  tend 
to  shift  from  Dablin  to  Maynooth." 

What  I  confess  somewhat  puzzles  me 
is  this.     Why  was  it,  when  vou  screwed 
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up  your  courage  to  the  point  of  contem- 
plating   the    admission    of    Kaynooih, 
that  you  could  not  screw  up  your  courage 
a  little  further  and  allow  the  Roman 
Catholic  students  of  the  new  University 
to  have  a  chapel  of  their  own  ?    I  under- 
stand that  a  chapel  might  have  been 
provided  at  the  expense  of  munificent 
donors,  who  were  ready  to  come  forward. 
The  proposal  providing  such  a  chapel 
was  accepted  by  the   Chief  Secretary, 
and  then  at  the  last  moment,  owing  to 
influences  which  I  need  not  particularise, 
the  clause  was  dropped  out.    I  confess 
that  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  very 
deplorable   exhibition    of   weakness   on 
the  part  of  His  Majest/s  Government, 
and  I  hope  attention  will  be  called  to 
the  matter  when  we  come  to  the  Com- 
mittee stage.  I  am  inclined  myself  to  go 
further  still  and  to  say  that,  if  you  have 
made  up  your  minds  that  there  is  to  be 
in  Dublin  a  University  which  is  to  be 
a  University  for  Roman  Catholics,    3rou 
might  just  as  well  have  provided  them, 
not  only  with  opportunities  for  divine 
worship  in  a  suitable  chapel,  but  with 
some  kind  of  opportunities  for  residence 
in  buildings,  call  them  hostels  or  what 
you  please,  which  would  have  prevented 
these  young  men  from  being  scattered 
over  the  city  of  Dublin  without  that 
protection  of  which  youths  of  that  age 
stand  so  much  in  need  when  they  are 
pursuing    their    University    studies.    I 
therefore  say  that  I  regard  these  pro- 
posals   of    afiBJiation    with    the    utmost 
suspicion. 

On  the  merits  I  should  have  been 
disposed  to  support  a  proposal  for 
diminishing  the  facilities  for  such  affilia- 
tions, but  I  noted  the  words  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  when  he  told  us  that  in 
his  opinion  any  attempt  to  diminish 
these  facilities  would  have  been  fatal 
to  the  reception  of  the  Bill  in  Ireland. 
That  is  a  very  serious  statement.  I  take 
it  as  meaning  nothing  less  than  that 
if  this  House  were  to  insert  in  the  Bill 
clauses  which  would  prevent  an  operation 
of  this  kind  from  taking  place,  the  Bill, 
which  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  are 
now  prepared  to  accept  as  a  settlement 
of  the  question,  would  not  be  accepted 
by  them  as  such  a  settlement.  If  that 
is  go — and  I  do  not  think  that  I  mis- 
iinderstood  what  the  noble  Earl  said- 
much  as  I  dislike  the  possibilities  which 
Th4  Marquess  of  Lansdaume. 


this  clause  unfolds,  I  will  not  take  the 
responsibility  of  suggesting  that  it  should 
be  materially  modified  in  Committee. 

But,  although  that  is  my  feeling,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  clause 
at  other  points  stands  in  need  of 
further  examination.  I  cannot,  for 
example,  see  why  this  process  of  affilia- 
tion  should  be  rendered  as  easy  as  it  i& 
under  this  Bill.  I  cannot  see  why  it 
should  be  in  the  power  of  the  Senate 
of  the  University  by  simply  a  resolution 
to  efiect  a  great  operation  of  this  kind. 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  proper 
machinery  to  set  in  motion  would  be 
that  of  statute,  and  that  such  fstatutea 
should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  there 
should  be  an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council 
for  any  persons  who  took  exception  to- 
the  terms  proposed. 

There  is  one  other  point  at  which  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  seem  to  me  to  be 
open  to  considerable  criticism.    I  refer 
to    the   composition   of   the   governing^ 
bodies,   and  particularly  the  governing: 
bodies  of  the  constituent  colleges.     These 
governing  bodies  contain  a  very  liberal 
representation  of  what  has  been  spoken 
of  as  the  civic  element.    Now,  my  Lords, 
the  civic  element  apparently  means  the 
representation  of  the  Irish  county  councils,, 
and  I  confess  that  I  have  the  gravest 
doubt,  knowing  what  we  do  of  the  manner 
in  which  these  local  Irish  bodies  approach, 
their  duties,  whether  it  is  desirable  that 
they  should  have  so  important  a  part 
in  managing  the  affairs  of  these  new  Uni- 
versities.   We  who  have  some  knowledge 
of  Ireland  know  perfectly  well  that  these 
local  bodies  are  conducted  on  extreme 
political  and  partisan  lines,  and  we  know 
that  in  the  case  of  the  most  ordinary" 
appointments    which    fall    within    the 
patronage    of   these    bodies    regard    is 
had     not     so     much    to     the    fitness 
of      the      individual      competitors     as 
to  their  political  connection  and  ante- 
cedents ;   and  to  my  mind  it  seems  alto- 
gether wrong  that  people  actuated  by^ 
feelings  of  this  kind   should   be  given 
an   opportunity  of   using   an   influence 
which   may  be   in   some  cases  a   pre- 
ponderating one  in  the  conduct  of  the 
afiairs  of  the  Universities,  and  in  the 
appointment    of    professors    and    other 
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officials  who  will  be  responsible  for  their 
management. 

I  will  not  detain  your  Lordships 
longer.  I  am  deeply  convinced  that 
whatever  this  Bill  may  be  in  theory,  the 
tmit  of  it  will  be,  so  far  as  Dublin  is  con- 
cerned, a  University  which  will  be  for 
all  practical  purposes  a  denominational 
University,  and  I  believe  it  is  because 
that  is  to  be  the  result  that  the  Bill  has 
been  accepted  as  it  has  been  by  those 
concerned.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  were  in 
this  position — that  they  had  to  agiee  to 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  or  else  leave  matters 
untouched,  and  I  frankly  confess,  if 
that  was  the  choice  put  before  them, 
I  can  quite  understand  that  they 
should  have  preferred  to  propose  the 
Bill  which  lies  upon  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships'  House.  I  trust  that 
it  may  do  much  good  in  Ireland, 
that  it  will  bring  some,  at  all  events, 
of  the  advantages  of  higher  education 
within  the  reach  of  a  large  section  of  the 
population  to  whom  those  advantages 
have  hitherto  been  denied,  and  I  also 
trust,  therein  sharing  the  feelings  of 
some  noble  Lords  who  have  spoken  from 
this  side  of  the  House,  that  in  a  future 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  distant,  but  to 
which  we  nevertheless  may  look  forward, 
this  Bill  may  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
more  liberally  conceived  arrangement, 
which  may  bring  within  the  reach  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  population  of  Ireland 
University  life  and  the  opportunities 
of  higher  education  in  a  manner  more 
closely  analogous  to  what  we  understand 
by  those  words  in  this  country  and  in 
Scotland.  At  any  rate,  if  I  criticise 
this  Bill,  I  do  so  in  no  unfriendly  spirit, 
but  with  a  sincere  hope  that  the  most 
favourable  anticipations  which  have  been 
indulged  in  with  regard  to  it  by  noble 
Lords  opposite  may  eventually  be  realised 

♦The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOlREIGN  AFFAIRS 
^Lord  Fitzmaurice)  :  My  Lords,  the 
Government  certainly  have  no  right  to 
complain  of  the  manner  in  which  their 
effort  to  deal  with  the  long  standing 
question  of  Irish  University  Education 
has  been  received  by  the  House.  Least 
of  all  have  we  to  complain  of  anything 
which  fell  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
Lord  Ashbourne,  earlier  in  the  evening 
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in  his  able  and  interesting  speech,  or  from 
my  noble  friend  who  has  just  summed  up 
the  debate  for  those  who  sit  behind  him. 
Indeed,  the  only  real  criticism  of  the 
principle  which  underlies  this  Bill  has 
come  from  our  own  side  of  the  House  in 
the  interesting  speech,  to  which  we 
all  listened  with  the  deep  attention  it 
deserved,  of  my  noble  fnend  who  sits 
behind  me  (Lord  Macdonnell).  In  the 
few  observations  which  I  shall  address  to 
your  Lor Jships  I  may  have  a  few  words 
to  say  with  regard  to  that  speech. 

Dealing  for  the  moment  with  the 
speeches  of  noble  Lords  opposite,I  observe, 
in  the  first  place,  that  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  Lord  Ashbourne,  was  taken  up, 
quite  legitimately,  with  matters  no  doubt 
of  importance  but  nevertheless  matters 
more  properly  discussed  in  Committee. 
Some  of  these  points  were  dwelt  on  a 
few  moments  ago  by  my  noble  friend. 
First  of  all  there  is  the  question  whether 
the  affiliation  of  these  new  colleges,  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  give  a  certain 
position  in  the  University  in  regard  to 
their  students,  had  better  be  done,  as  is 
proposed  in  the  Bill,  by  resolution  of  tho 
Senate,  or  whether  it  would  be  better  to 
do  it  by  a  statute.  There  is  a  kindred 
point  as  to  whether,  so  long  as  the 
University  Commission  is  in  b^ing,  the 
recognition  of  the  student  courses 
in  such  colleges,  and,  indirectly,  of  the 
colleges  themselves,  might  not,  as  the 
noble  Lord  seemed  himself  to  prefer,  be 
entrusted  to  the  University  Commission. 
And  there  is,  lastly,  the  point,  upon 
which  both  my  noble  friend  who  spoke  a 
a  moment  ago,  and  the  noble  and  learned 
I^rd,  Lord  Ashbourne,  dwelt,  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  civic  element,  as  it 
has  come  to  be  called,  should  be  accorded 
so  large  a  representation  as  is  accorded  to 
it  in  the  government  of  the  new  Univer- 
sity and  of  the  constituent  colleges.  I 
do  not  understand  that  it  is  disputed  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  give  some  repre- 
sentation to  the  civic  element,  but  what 
is  disputed  is  whether  we  may  not  have 
gone  too  far.  I  venture  to  say  that  all 
those  points,  important  as  they  are,  are 
points  which  are  more  properly  raised  in 
Committee. 

1  think  the  answer  with  regard  to  tho 
question  of  affiliation,  as  a  matter  of 
principle  and  not  of  detail,  was  given  by 
my  noble  friend  when  he  introduced  the 
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Bill.  I  am  not  going  to  conceal — it 
would  be  idle  to  do  so,  because  these 
facts  are  publicly  known —that  the  con- 
cession which  the  Government  have  made 
to  the  views  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  body 
upon  the  question  of  affiliation  has  gone 
far  to  strain  the  allegiance  of  Some  of  our 
most  sterling  supporters  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
the  undoubted  fact  that  we  were  desirous 
to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of 
an  edifice  to  which  time,  no  doubt,  might 
make  some  additions,  but  which  in 
principle  would  not  be  altered,  and  the 
desirability  of  which  would  not  be  called 
in  question ;  and  we  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  unless  we  made  this  concession 
to  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-eountrymen 
we  should  have  laboured  in  vain. 

I  cannot  help  saying,  in  connection 
with  this  matter — it  was  not  in  the 
speeches  either  of  Lord  Ashbourne  or  of 
my  noble  friend,  but  in  some  of  the  more 
pronounced  speeches  elsewhere  —  that 
bitter,  and,  as  I  think,  unjust, 
taunts  have  been  levelled  at  the 
Nonconformist  Members  of  the  Liberal 
Party  on  account  of  what  has  been,  as  I 
think,  cruelly  and  unjustly  called  their 
hypocrisy,  because  while  they  had 
accepted  this  concession  with  regard  to 
the  affiliation  of  Maynooth,  for  that  is 
what  the  clause  in  practice  will  mean,  they 
at  the  same  time  objected  to  the  provision 
of  a  University  chapel.  Both  of  these 
are  matters  which,  with  perfect  consis- 
tency, in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
the  Nonconformist  body  has  opposed ; 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  curious  and 
unjust  thing  that  when  the  great  body  of 
Nonconformists  have  accepted  the  larger 
concession  which  was  asked  of  them  with 
regard  lo  the  Roman  Catholic  position, 
they  should  be  charged  with  political 
hypocrisy  because  they  did  not  make  the 
other  concession — that  is  to  say,  that  when 
they  have  made  the  major  concession  in 
regard  to  the  affiliation  of  the  colleges,  they 
should  be  charged  with  hypocrisy  because 
they  did  not  make  the  minor.  That  is 
absurd,  unjust,  and  illogical,  and  even 
although  some  appearance  of  contra- 
dictory conduct  may  be  alleged,  the 
world  is  not  governed  in  these  matters 
by  the  strict  application  of  logic,  and 
what  I  believe  will  be  recognised — and 
recognised  outside  Nonconformist  and 
Liberal  circles  —  is  this,  that  at  a 
critical  moment  in  the  history  of  Uni- 

Lord  Fitzmaarice 


versity  education  in  Ireland  the  great 
majority  of  Nonconformists  did  come 
forward  and  did  accept  a  position  most 
distasteful  to  them  in  order  to  satisfy 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen. 
If  anyone  likes  to  amuse  himself  by 
charging  Nonconformists  and  the  Non- 
conformist conscience,  at  which  it  is  so 
easy  to  sneer,  with  hypocrisy  in  this 
matter,  I  make  him  with  pleasure  a 
present  of  their  merriment.  But  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  in  this  matter  the 
Nonconformists  have  shown,  not  only 
generosity,  but  the  highest  statesman- 
ship. If  anybody  desires  to  see  the  Non- 
conformist position  in  this  matter  stated 
with  great  clearness,  moderation,  good 
feeling,  and  ability,  let  him  read  the  letter 
in  the  Westminster  Gazette  of  to-night  by 
one  of  their  most  trusted  leaders,  Mr. 
John  Massie,  who  is  so  honourably  known 
in  the  life  of  the  University  of  Oxford. 

We  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
poverty  of  this  Bill  in  that  it  does  not 
provide  a  residential  college  in  the 
University  of  Dublin,  Far  oe  it  from 
me  to  say  that  a  residential  college  in 
that  University  might  not  be  a  very 
desirable  thing  in  many  ways,  but,  afteV 
all,  there  must  be  some  limit,  especially 
at  starting,  in  regard  to  matters  of 
expenditure,  and  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  to  set  up  a  residential  college  in  a 
proper  and  substantial  manner — and  it 
i  would  have  been  no  use  to  do  so  unless 
we  did  it  in  a  proper  and  substantial 
manner — would  have  added  something 
like  ^100,000  to  the  cost  of  the  Bill. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  upon  grounds  of 
economy  alone  we  were  not  in  a  position 
to  make  that  great  addition  to  the 
schedule  of  expenses.-  I  think  the  evils 
caused  by  the  absence  of  a  residential 
college  have  been  a  little  exaggerated. 
It  is  quite  possible  to  have  collegiate  life 
and  to  have  social  and  athletic  clubs 
and  associations  in  a  college  which  is  not 
a  residential  college.  I  was,  until  the 
other  day,  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  University  College, 
London — that  great  building  in  Gower 
Street,  with  the  existence  of  which  I 
find  many  people  in  London  are  not  at 
all  acquainted  ;  and  I  can  only  say  that 
in.  that  college,  which  was  not,  and, 
I  believe,  never  will  be,  a  residential 
college,  there  is  most  active  social 
life  amongst  the  students,  and  they 
have    all    the    athletic,    scientific,     and 
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artistic  clubs  and  associatioDs  which  are 
to  be  found  in  any  college  at  Oxford 
or  Cambridge.  Therefore,  while  I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  desirable  thing, 
if  our  means  had  permitted  it,  to  have 
had  a  residential  college,  I  do  not  at 
all  despair  of  there  crowing  up  in  the  new 
University  at  Dublin,  nearly  all  those 
movements  which  are  so  desirable  in 
the  encouragement  of  good  feeling 
amongst  the  students  themselves. 

The  noble  Lord  opposite,  Lord  Kil- 
lanin,  to  whom  we  listened  with  great 
interest  and  attention,  dwelt  upon  the 
early  history  of  this  question.  He  showed 
the  House,  with  unanswerable  force,  that 
this  is  an  ancient  question,  and  I  have  no 
intention,  especially  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  evening,  of  following  him  over  the 
ground,  interesting  as  it  is,  which  he 
attempted  to  open  up.  I  took  part  many 
years  ago  in  the  great  debates  on  the 
University  Bill  on  which  Mr.  Gladstone's 
first  (Jovernment  fell.  Those  debates, 
if  referred  to  now,  will  be  found  to  be 
mines  of  information  as  to  the  historical 
origin  of  this  question.  Nobody — not 
even  those,  and  I  was  one  of  them,  who 
disagreed  with  my  own  party  and  opposed 
the  Gk)vemment  Bill — would  deny  for  a 
moment  that  the  speech  which  Mr.  Glad- 
stone made  on  that  occasion,  not  only  in 
its  great  eloquence,  but  also  in  its  historic 
learning  on  this  great  question,  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  monuments  of 
his  genius.  We  are  undoubtedly  in  this 
matter  the  inheritors  of  the  difficulties 
of  a  remote  past.  The  University  ques- 
tion began  really  as  soon  as  the  occupa- 
tion of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. ; 
but,  if  we  are  the  inheritors  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  a  remote  past,  I  think  it  would 
be  ungracious  of  us  if  we  did  not  recognise 
that  we  are  also  in  recent  years  the 
inheritors  of  the  goodwill  and  of  the 
previous  laboui-s  of  our  immediate  pre- 
decessors. 

I  agree  with  my  noble  friend  to  whom 

I   have  just  alluded,  that  it  would  be 

ungracious  if  we  did  not  recognise  that 

in   some  of   the  provisions  of  this  Bill 

we   were    anticipated    by   Mr.    Balfour. 

I     make    that     acknowledgment    with 

perfect    sincerity.     Those    very    parts 

of  the  Bill' upon  which  we  had  to  make 

the  strongest  demand  upon  the  loyalty  of 

^ur   Radical  and  Nonconformist  friends 

^re  precisely  those  parts  of  the  question 

oipon  which    Mr.  Balfour    laboured    for 


many  j  ears  to  convert  the  public.  I  do 
not  deny  that  some  portions  of  this  Bill, 
which  I  support,  may  noo  be  consistent 
with  some  of  my  own  speeches,  but,  as 
Emerson  says — 

''  Too  great  a  belief  in  consistency  is  the 
virtue  of  weak  minds." 

There  are  moments  when  you  have  to 
accept  unwelcome  facts.  You  have  to 
bear  in  mind  that  compromise  is  the  very 
elixir  of  political  life,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
that,  though  I  am  willing  to  grant  that  I 
very  largely  share  on  this  question,  as  1 
always  have  shared,  the  views  of  my 
Nonconformist  friends,  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  say  that,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  in 
order  that  this  long  chapter  may  be 
closed,  I  am  willing  to  stand  and  defend 
things  which  are  not  absolutely  consistent 
with  what  would  be  my  omtu  personal  and 
individual  views  in  the  matter.  If  a  man 
is  not  prepared  to  do  that  upon  given 
occasions,  I  think  he  is  not  fit  to  take 
any  part  in  public  life  at  all. 

But  this  much  I  do  venture  to  say, 
that  there  is  one  essential  difference 
between  this  Bill,  even  with  its  undoubted 
concessions  to  denominationalism,  covered 
as  these  concessions  are  by  the  abolition 
of  tests  and  the  prohibition  of  rules,  and 
other  demands  in  regard  to  religious 
belief,  and  the  Bill  in  regard  to  which  it 
was  the  misfortune  of  very  many  active 
Liberals —Professor  Fawcett,  Dr.  Lyon 
Playfair,  Mr.  Harcourt,  and  many  others 
whom  I  could  name,  who  since  those 
days  held  high  office'  in  Liberal 
Governments — to  differ  from  Mr.  Glad- 
stone in  1873.  There  were  two  great 
objections  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  Bill,  which 
were  urged  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  which  destroyed  that  Bill.  The 
first  was  one  which,  perhaps,  was 
in  importance  rather  exaggerated  but 
it  seized  hold  of  the  public  mind  and 
struck  the  public  imagination.  There 
was  a  prohibition  in  the  Bill  against  the 
University  teaching  either  history  or 
mental  or  moral  philosophy.  Nor  was 
the  prospect  improved  when  somebody 
discovered  that  this  prohibition  was 
borrowed  from  a  clause  in  a  charter  to  a 
Spanish  University  in  the  darkest  days 
of  Jesuit  supremacy  in  Spain  in  the  early 
eighteenth  century.  That  however  was, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  matter  of  detail 
perhaps,  though  it  caused  a  great  amount 
of  excitement ;  but  the  other  and  reallj 
vital  point  was  this,  that  Mr.  (Gladstone* 
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Bill  would  have  made  one  University  in 
Ireland  just  as  in  Napoleonic  times  there 
was  one  University  only  in  France:  We 
objected  to  that,  in  the  first  place  because 
we  thought  it  would  be  bad  for  Univer- 
sity life  on  educational  grounds  that 
there  should  only  be  one  central 
University,  as  in  France  was  still  the  case 
at  that  time,  in  1873.  I  may  remind 
the  House  that  since  the  days  of  those 
debates  the  whole  University  system  of 
France  has  l>een  entirely  altered,  the  great 
central  University  having  been  largely 
broken  up  and  the  old  provincial  Uni- 
versities restored. 

But  there  was  another  reason.  Ke- 
ligious  and  political  passion  at  that  time, 
as  my  noble  friend  observed  just  now, 
were  running  higher  than  at  the  present 
day.  I  never  recollect  a  time  when  the 
air  throbbed  with  religious  and  political 
passion  more  strongly  than  in  that  great 
debate  which  caus^  the  fall  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's first  Government.  It  was  argued, 
with  almost  unanswerable  force,  that  the 
affiliation  clauses  relating  to  new  colleges 
in  Mr.  Gladstone's  Bill  within  a  time 
easily  calculable  would  so  have  packed 
the  senate  of  the  only  University  in 
Ireland  with  delegates  of  small  Roman 
Catholic  colleges  that  the  whole  control 
of  University  education  would  have 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  archbishops 
and  bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Ireland,  and  a  document  had 
been  published  which  told  the  Prime 
Minister  of  1866,  Lord  Russell,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  de- 
manded, and  would  be  contented  with 
nothing  less  than,  the  absolute  control  of 
all  the  professors,  of  all  the  books,  and 
of  all  the  students,  and  we  accordingly 
feared  even  risking  to  give  them  under 
such  circumstances  an  absolute  monopoly 
of  power  in  a  not  distant  future 

There  was,  in  the  speech  of  Lord 
Donoughmore,  almost  a  challenge  as  to 
whether  we  had  any  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  Bill  would  be  received  in  the 
spii-it  in  which  it  was  intended.  That  is 
a  perfectly  reasonable  question  to  ask. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  that  criticism  has 
been  made,  though  it  has  been  made, 
oddly  enough,  more  abroad  than 
here.  Naturally,  in  the  position  which  I 
hold  in  connection  with  foreign  affairs, 
I  have  to  be  a  student  of  foreign  news- 
papers, and  I  have  observed  this 
criticism.  It  has  also  been  made  in  one 
or    two    quarters    in     England.       The 

Lord  Fifzmaurice. 


Liberal  Government  are  told  that  tbej^ 
are  making  th  s  experiment,  whicb 
depends  so  largely  upon  the  soodwill  and 
support  of  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy 
in  Ireland,  at  a  singularly  unfortunate- 
moment,  because  the  authorities  of  tbe- 
Church  of  Rome  have  selected  this- 
moment  to  plunge  into  a  great  controversy 
which  has  embittered  University  life^ 
all  over  Europe,  known  as  the 
Modernist  controversy.  I  am  not 
alarmed  by  that.  I  think  t  at  v/e  may 
not  unreasonably  hope  from  what  we  see 
that,  so  far  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  being  dragged  at  the  heels  of 
an  unprogresiiive  element  of  their 
communion  on  the  Continent,  it  may 
work  out  the  other  way,  and  that  whea 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  sees  the 
desire  of  this  Protestant  nation  to  do 
justice  and  to  march  with  the  times, 
the  attitude  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  cenerally  in  Europe  may  bo 
influenoed  therebv,  and  become  in 
the  whole  a^imilated  to  what  I  know 
is  her  position  in  America  to  University 
education,  where  practically  none  of  theso 
difficulties  about  the  clas»  of  books  whicb 
students  are  to  read  exist  at  all. 

I  may  be  over-hopeful,  but  thero 
are  signs  in  Ireland  that  the  old 
passions  are  dying  down  with  regard  to 
education.  There  is,  I  think,  a  real  and 
genuine  wish  for  conciliation.  It  is 
realised  that  this  question  must  be 
settled;  that,  as  my  noble  friend  said 
just  now,  it  has  gone  on  too  long ;  and 
that  the  credit  of  Parliament  is  involved 
in  a  settlement.  In  the  great  debate  to 
which  I  just  now  alluded,  when  political 
passion  ran  so  high,  there  was  one  speech 
which  caused  an  immense  effect,  and  it 
I  did  so  because  it  struck  a  rather  different 
!  note  from  all  the  others.  It  was  a  speech 
I  made  by  one  who  afterwards  became  a 
distinguished  statesman  and  held  hi^h 
I  office,  by  a  man  who  was  one  of  the 
greatest  living  scientists  in  England,  and 
I  a  distinguished  University  professor,  and 
himself  at  that  time  a  representative  of  a 
Scottish  University — I  allude  to  Dr. 
Lyon  Playfair.  In  a  speech  which  can 
be  perused  even  to-day  with  advantage,  he 
asked  the  House  not  to  look  at  this 
question  simply  and  solely  as,  a  political 
and  religious  question,  but  to  think 
of  nothing  except  the  educational  needs 
of  Ireland     He  said — 

**  I  have  endeavoured  to  look  upon  Ireland 
an  part  of  this  KiDgdoui  not  split  iuto  sections 
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by  religious  idiiferences,  but  inhabited  bjr  our 
feUow-countiymen,  who  have  a  right  to  all 
the  advantaffes  which  the  State  oan  give  them 
in  r«ffard  to  nigher  education.  I  have  remem- 
bered the  circumstaDcea  of  the  country,  which 
render  it  more  important  that  Ireland  should 
enjoy  these  advantages  without  stint  or 
hindrance  ihan  either  England  or  Scotland. 
Ireland  has  had  many  obstacles  to  progress, 
some  politiedl,  others  material.  She  posses^^es 
hardly  any  of  those  great  raw  materials  of 
industry,  which  give  such  advantage  to  other 
•divisions  of  our  country.  She  has  to  import 
the  chief  part  of  her  coal  from  England  and 
Scotland,  and  that  is  the  mainspring  of  all 
industries.  With  small  natural  resources, 
except  those  for  agriculture,  it  Ib  above  all 
-things  essential  that  the  intellectual  resources 
of  Ireland  should  supplement  her  deticiency 
in  natural  resources.  As  civilisation  progresses 
science  and  knowledge,  applied  to  production, 
become  more  important  factors  than  tbe  mere 
possession  of  raw  materials. 

"Not  only  then  as  regards  industrial 
•development  but  also  to  increase  the  fund  of 
intelli^nce  among  the  youth  of  Ireland,  so 
as  to  give  them  outlets  for  employment  which 
the  restricted  industry  (,'f  their  country  does 
not  afford  ...  a  case  is  made  out  for  a  jnster 
development  of  the  new  system." 

My  Lords,  it  is  for  that  reason  that 
the  Government  have  brought  forward 
this  Bill,  in  the  earnest  hope  that  by  it 
they  may  abolish  and  clear  away  the 
glK)my  distrust  bred  of  the  fanatical 
intolerance  in  past  days  of  Catholics  and 
Protestants,  and  as  has  been  well  said 
by  a  modem  author  "may  restore  to 
Ireland  the  consoling  vision  of  widening 
•education  and  disappearing  hates." 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  live  minutes 
before  Twelve  o'clock,  till 
to-morrow,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 


Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz : — Education  Board 
Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Corn- 
wall, etc.)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  RIVER  TWEED 
FISHERIES  BILL  (STANDING  ORDERS 
APPLICABLE  THERETO  NOT  COM- 
PLIED WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  23rd  day  of 
July,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  not  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — Salmon,  Trout,  and  River 
Tweed  Fisheries  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

South -West  Suburban  Water  Bill- 
Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Ammanford  Urban  District  (3ouncil 
Water  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  CJonsent 
signified). — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
with  Amendments. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Monday,  21th  July,  1908. 


The  House  met  at 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


a   quarter  before 


Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and  Bromp- 
ton  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended, 
considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Oidera  223 
and  243  be  suspended,and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The 
Chairman  of  Ways  cmd  Means,) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 


Keighley  Corporation 
As  amended,  considered. 


Bill  [Lords].- 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lords] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.    Speaker   laid    upon    the    Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 


Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  AjnendmenMbyLnOOQlC 
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Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords]  . —  As  amended,  consideiJed  ; 
Amendments  made. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time.— (TAe  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and 
Water  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  con- 
sidered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act 
(1904)  Amendment  Bill  [Lords].— As 
amended,  considered  ;  a  Clause  added  ; 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board  Bill 
[Lords]. — ^As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  tune,— (The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Ordered,That  Standing  Orders  82,  211, 
236,  and  237  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit 
and  proceed  To-morrow. — (The  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,) 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill  (by  Order). 
— ^Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 
—Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211 
and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Selection  have  leave  to 
appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to 


sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — (The  Chait' 
man  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Standing  Orders  (Private  Business). — 
Standing  Order  26a  was  read,  and 
amended,  in  line  2,  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "the  Plans  and  Sections,"  and 
by  inserting  the  words  "  so  much  of  the 
Plans  and  Sections  as  relates  to  the 
portion  of  the  work  by  which  the  banks, 
foreshore,  or  river-bed  may  be  affected."^ 

And  in  line  12,  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  the  river  is  subject  to  a  Board 
of  Conservators,"  and  by  inserting  the 
words  "  there  be  a  Board  of  Conservators 
constituted  for  the  conservancy  of  the 
river." 

Standing  Order  82  was  read,  and 
amended,  in  line  5,  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  and  such  Copies  shall  be,"  and 
by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  Standing 
Order,  the  words  "  together  with  Copies 
of  the  estimates  and  statements  deposited 
in  accordance  with  Standing  Order  36a 
(if  any).'* 

Standing  Order  172  was  read,  &nd 
amended,  in  line  11,  by  inserting  after 
"36a,"  the  words  "or  under  General 
Order  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Private 
Legisation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,. 
1899." 

Standing  Order  173o  was  read,  and 
amended,  in  lines  30  and  31,  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "and  shall  be  circulated 
with  the  Votes." 

175a.  Ordered,  That  notice  in  writing 
of  any  Bill  relating  to  England  or  Ireland^ 
and  containing  provisions  whereby  any 
application  of  the  property  of  any  charity 
not  authorised  by  the  Lends  Clauses 
Consolidation  Acts,  shall  be  directed,  or 
the  patronage  or  the  constitution  of  anjr 
charity,  or  the  right  of  any  charity  to 
any  property,  shall  be  affected,  or  setting 
up  or  taking  power  to  set  up  or  to  take 
over  or  interfere  in  the  management  of 
any  school  or  other  educational  foiinda- 
tion  or  institution,  or  to  levy  any  rate 
or  raise  money  for  any  such  purpose,, 
shall  be  given  to  the  Attorney-General 
for  England  or  Ireland,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  no  such  Bill  shall  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  Committee  on  the 
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Bill  until  the  House  has  received  a  Report 
from  the  Attomey-Greneral  on  such  BiU, 
and  such  Report  shall  stand  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  thfe  Bill 

Resolved,  That  this  Order  be  a  Stand- 
ing Order  of  this  House. 

Standing  Order  188a  was  read,  and 
amended,  in  line  4,  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  and  circulated  with  the  Votes." 

Standing  Order  220  was  read,  and 
amended,  in  lines  2  and  3,  by  leaving  out 
the  words  "and  circulated  with  the 
Votes."— (rA«  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

NATAL. 
Copy  presented,  of  Despatch  from  the 
(Jovemor  of  Natal  forwarding  a  Bill  to 
make  Special  Provision  for  the  Trial  of 
Natives  accused  of  certain  crimes  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OP  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the 
number  of  Steam  Trawlers  registered  at 
Ports  in  the  States  of  Western  Europe 
in  the  year  1907  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK. 
Copy    presented,    of    Report    of    the 
President  for  the  Session  1907-8,  with 
Appendices  [by  Command]  ;   to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  GALWAY. 
Copy    presented,    of    Report    of    the 
President   for   the   Session   1907-8   [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METEOROLOGICAL  COMMITTEE. 
Copy  presented,  of  Third  Report  of  the 
Meteorological  Committee  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury, 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1908 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE. 

Copy  presented,  of  Fifty-fourth  Report 
of  the  Postmater-General  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
Return    presented,    relative     thereto 
[ordered  2nd  June ;    Mr.  Ellis] ;    to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No . 
258.] 

CIVIL  LIST  PENSIONS. 
Return    presented,     relative     thereto 
[ordered  2nd  July  ;   Mr.  Lamont] ;  to  lie 
upon   the    Table,    and    to   be    printed. 
[No.  259.] 

LAND  REGISTRY. 
Account  presented,  of  Receipts  and 
Payments  in  respect  of  the  Land  Registry 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1908 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  260.] 

CLERGY  (WEST  INDIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the 
Amount  payable  on  5th  January,  1908, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  Ecclesi- 
astical Purposes  in  the  West  Indies 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SLTERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1908,  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Officers  permitted,  under  Rule  2 
of  the  Regulations  drawn  up  under 
Section  6  of  the  Act,  to  hold  civil  employ- 
ment or  profit  under  Public  Departments 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  281.] 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Caledonian  Canal.  —  Copy  of  One 
hundred-and-third  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  262.] 

Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  ths  number  of  visits  made 
and  the  number  of  patients  seen  by  the 
several  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  during 
the  six  months  ending  on  30th  June,  1908 
[by  Act]. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Provincial  Engineers  (P.  0.)  Staff. 
Mr.  HUDSON    (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
To  ask  the  Postn^ster-G^Q^i^hether 
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he  is  aware  that  for  some  years  past  the 
established  clerical  stafi  in  the  pro- 
vincial superintending  engineers'  offices 
has  been  insufficient  to  meet  the  work 
in  that  Department ;  that  temporary 
assistance  in  the  shape  of  sorting  clerks 
and  telegraphists,  Second  Division,  clerks, 
boy  clerks,  and  the  employment  of 
casual  clerks  from  outside  the  service, 
has  failed  to  adequately  fill. the  breach, 
and  that  the  members  of  the  permanent 
clerical  staff  are  obliged  to  perform 
continuous  overtime  ;  and  if  he  can  say 
when  the  bringing  up  of  the  establish- 
ment to  the  required  strength  may  be 
expected. 

{AnstDered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton). 
I  am  aware  and  regret  that  for  som  e 
time  there  has  been  heavy  pressure  of 
work  on  the  established  clerical  staff  in 
the  provincial  superintending  engineers' 
offices  and  that  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  overtime  work ; 
but  proposals  for  a  revision  of  the 
Engineering  Department,  including  the 
clerical  force,  have  been  received,  and  I 
hope  that  before  very  long  the  establish- 
ment will  be  brought  up  to  the  required 
strength. 

Trawlers  Depredation  on  Lewis  Fisheries. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in  view 
of  the  fact  that,  in  reply  to  a  memorial 
from  the  people  of  Ness  representing  a 
population  of  4,000,  a  letter  was  sent 
from  the  Scottish  Office,  under  date 
4th  Jime  last,  deprecating  the  view  that 
the  Lewis  fisheries  had  been  ruined  by 
trawlers,  and  stating  that  the  Lewis 
fisheries  were  better  last  year  than  they 
had  been  for  some  years,  is  he  aware 
that  the  figures  which  he  quoted  for 
1904-7  largely  represent  herrings  caught 
hy  English  and  Scottish  steam  drifters, 
whereas  statistics  concerning  the  line- 
fishing  industry,  on  which  the  fbhermen 
of  Lewis  mainly  depend,  show  that  the 
weight  of  line-caught  fish  landed  in  the 
islr.nd  fell  from  126,024  cwts.  in  1893  to 
76,011  cwts.  in  1904,  and  69,833  cwts. 
in  1907  ;  and,  in  view  of  this  evidence 
in  support  of  the  contention  of  the 
memorialists,  will  he  endeavour  to  meet 
their  grievances. 

(Ansteered  by  Mr.  Sinclair).  In  the 
information    referred    to    the  t  herrings, 


whether  caught  by  English  or  Scottish 
drifters,  were  taken  in  Lewis  waters  and 
landed  in  Lewis.  Since  1898,  the  date 
from  which  full  statistics  are  available, 
the  average  catch  per  boat  actually 
engaged  in  line  fislung  has  remained 
practically  the  same,  while  the  value 
of  such  catch  per  boat  has  gone  up  from 
£38  in  1898  to  £55  in  1907.  Within  the 
same  period  the  number  of  boats  actually 
engaged  in  line  fishing  in  Lewis  has 
decreased  from  666  to  451.  The  latter 
fact  much  more  than  accoimts  for  any 
apparent  diminution  in  the   catch. 

Motor  Cab  Begulation. 
Mr.  COOPER  (Southwark,  Bermond- 
sey) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fi>r 
the  Home  Department  whether,  as  he 
does  not  advise  the  prosecution  of  motor 
cab  drivers  who  take  more  passengers 
than  they  are  Hcensed  to  carry,  except 
in  cases  of  serious  overcrowding,  why  the 
police  rigidly  carry  out  the  regulation  as 
to  the  number  of  passengers  a  tramcar 
is  licensed  to  carry,  and  the  reason  why 
the  tramcr-r  is  treated  differently  in  this 
respect  to  motor  cabs. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Oladstone). 
If  more  than  the  authorised  number  of 
persons  are  admitted  into  a  tramcar  the 
passengers  are  inconvenienced,  generally 
against  their  wishes.  When  a  motor 
cab  is  hired  no  one  is  inconvenienced  by 
any  overcrowding  except  the  hirer  and 
his  friends,  and  there  is  no  object  in 
prosecuting  exTcept  where  the  over- 
crowding is  such  as  to  cause  danger. 

Motor  Cab  Capacities . 
Mr.  cooper  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether,  as  he  is  unable  to  advise  the 
police  to  prosecute  the  drivers  of  motot 
cabs  who  carry  more  passengers  than 
their  cp.bs  are  licensed  to  carry,  except  in 
cases  of  serious  overcrowding,  he  has 
issued  any  instruction  to  the  police 
explaining  what  serious  overcrowding 
means  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give  the 
regulation,  and,  if  no  instruction  has  been 
issued,  whether  this  question  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  each  constable. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
As  regards  the  instructions  to  the  police, 
I  can  only  refer  the  hon.  Jley^J^r  to  the 
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Answers  given  to  former  Questions  on 
27tli  May  and  22nd  June.  The  need 
for  intervening  must  necessarily  depend 
on  the  circumstances  of  eachi  case,  and 
T)e  left  to  a  great  extent  to  the  discretion 
of  the  constable. 

Trench  Import  Duties  on  Elastic  Tissnes. 
Sir  p.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  French 
'Government  propose  to  increase  the 
import  duties  on  elastic  tissues  ;  and, 
if  so,  what  steps  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  to  protect  British 
interests. 

{Anstpet^d  by  Sir  Edward  Grey),  My 
Tight  hon.  friend  does  not  know  whether 
the  French  Government  propose  to 
increase  the  import  duties  in  question, 
AS  no  official  publication  has  yet  been 
made  of  any  of  the  proposals  put  forward 
l)y  the  Customs  Commission  of  the 
French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  which  is 
now  engaged  in  studying  the  revision 
-of  the  existing  French  Customs  tariff. 

Australian  Oommonwealth  Arms. 
Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
<T3van) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
ior  the  Home  Department  if  Lyon 
King-at-Arms  was  consulted  in  regard 
-to  the  new  design  for  the  arms  of  the 
•Commonwealth  of  Australia  ;  and,  if 
not,  will  he  take  steps  to  ensure  that 
lie  will  be  consulted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the 
Question  is  in  the  negative.  As  I  stated 
•on  Thursday  last,  the  arms  have  already 
heen  approved  by  His  Majesty. 

London  Police  Holiday. 
Mr.  ROWLANDS  (Kent,  Dartford)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  pending 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Weekly  Day  of  Rest,  he  can  see  his  way 
to  grant  the  Metropolitan  Police  a  full 
fortnight's  holiday  this  year  instead  of  the 
usual  ten  days,  on  account  of  the  excep- 
-tionally  heavy  duties  the  force  have  been 
-called  upon  to  perform. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
'So,  Sir.  I  should  not  feel  justified  in 


making  any  alteration  in  the  leave  of 
absence  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  at 
any  rate  imtil  after  the  Select  Committee 
has  reported.  Even  the  comparatively 
small  increase  suggested  could  not  be 
made  without  raising  the  police  rate 
above  its  present  limit. 

London  Railway  Cab  Service. 
Sir  SAMUEL  SCOTT(Marylebone,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  complaints  respecting  the 
shortage  of  cabs  at  the  chief  railway 
termini  in  London  since  the  abolition  of 
the  privilege  cab  system  imder  the  Bill  of 
last  year. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
No,  Sir,  I  have  received  no  complaints. 

Home  Work. 
Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Lei- 
cester) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  the 
administration  of  the  home-work  pro- 
visions of  the  Factory  Act  was  discussed 
at  a  conference  with  medical  officers  of 
health  at  the  Home  Office  last  autumn,  as 
promised  in  a  reply  to  a  Question  in  the 
House  on  18th  July,  1907  ;  and,  if  so, 
what  results  were  arrived  at. 

(AnsiDered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
Yes,  Sir,  the  conference  was  held  as 
promised.  A  useful  discussion  took  place 
on  a  number  of  administrative  points,  and 
certain  alterations  .  and  improvements 
were  subsequently  made  in  the  tables 
issued  to  the  medical  officers  for  the 
preparation  of  the  statistics.  It  may  b9 
hoped,  I  think,  that  the  conference  wiU 
have  its  result  generally  in  an  improved 
administration  of  the  home-work  pro- 
visions of  the  Factory  Act. 

Outworkers  Lists. 
Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  :  To  ask 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  second  column  in 
Table  6  of  Part  II.  of  the  Supplement  to 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Factories  and  Workshops  for  the  year 
1906,  where  the  number  of  lists  of  out- 
workers sent  in  by  employers  who  fulfil 
the  legal  obligatjj)gr^,^|g^8.^n^(ji^g^U8t3 
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in  the  year  are  given  separately  from 
those  who  have  sent  in  only  one  in  the 
year  ;  whether  he  has  noticed  that  the 
numbers  are,  in  many  cases,  odd  and  not 
even,  in  one  case  the  number  given  being 
one  ;  whether  the  same  thing  appears  in 
Table  5,  which  gives  the  details  of  the 
returns  according  to  industries ;  and 
whether  he  can  give  any  explanation  why 
these  apparent  mistakes  have  occurred. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
I  am  aware  of  the  figures  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  calls  attention.  The  figures 
have  been  tabulated  as  received  from 
the  medical  oflBicers  of  health.  As  ex- 
plained in  the  introduction  to  the  Return 
issued  in  1906,  the  Department  is  unable 
to  clear  up  by  correspondence  minor 
points  of  doubt  that  arise  in  connection 
with  these  figures.  The  errors,  which  are 
not  very  important,  are  no  doubt  due  to 
some  misimderstanding  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  officers,  and  the  question  whether 
the  instructions  as  to  filling  up  the 
tables  can  be  made  clearer  will  be  con- 
sidered before  they  are  again  issued. 

Infection  in  Oat-worker8'  Premises. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  Glasgow 
no  cases  of  out-work  in  infected  premises 
are  reported  as  having  been  found  in  the 
course  of  3,072  inspections  of  out- workers' 
premises,  although  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  throughout  the  city  are  reported 
as  being  at  the  rate  of  24  per  1,000  of  the 
population ;  and  whether  he  has  in- 
quired if  the  places  where  home-work 
is  done  in  Glasgow  are  really  as  immune 
from  infectious  disease  as  Column  20  in 
Table  6  of  Cd.  3986  seems  to  show. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  figures  in  the  Returns  were  supplied 
by  the  medical  officer  of  health  for  Glas- 
gow, a  most  efficient  and  careful  official, 
and  I  have  no  reason  for  doubting  their 
accuracy.  The  question,  however,  of  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  disease  in  this  or 
any  other  class  of  premises  is  a  matter  of 
public  health  with  which  the  Home 
Office  if*  not  directly  concerned. 


Aniioal  Dealers— Dog  Licences. 
Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (ibiglesey)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  "fteasury 
whether  there  is  any  regular  system  of 
inspecting  the  shops  of  animal  dealers, 
with  the  view  of  finding  out  the  number 
of  dogs  which  they  keep,  and  whether 
they  pay  licences  for  each  of  such  dogs. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhotise.)  No  special 
regulations  have  been  issued  respecting 
these  dogs,  but  it  is  a  part  of  the  officers* 
duty  to  see  that  licences  are  taken  for  all 
dogs  which  are  liable  to  duty,  and  the 
Board  have  no  reason  to  think  that  there 
is  any  evasion  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
dealers  in  dogs. 

Book  Imports. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to- 
the  Treasury  whether  he  can  state  the 
nature  of  the  powers  entrusted  to  Customs 
officers  as  regards  the  examination  of 
foreign  books  in  the  luggage  of  passengers, 
landing  at  British  ports  from  the  Contin- 
ent  and  as  regards  the  seizure  of  the 
same  ;  and  whether  it  lies  in  the  indivi- 
dual discretion  of  such  officers  to  pro- 
nounce a  given  book  fit  or  unfit  for  im- 
portation, or  whether  any  and  what  code 
of  criticism  is  officially  supplied  to  them 
for  application  to  the  problem. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  Under 
Section  42  of  the  Customs  Consolidation. 
Act,  1876,  books  in  regard  to  which 
notice  has  been  given  that  a  copjrright 
therein  subsists  in  the  United  Kingdont 
and  indecent  books  are  prohibited  to  be 
imported.  Any  books  observed  by  Cus- 
toms officers,  in  the  course  of  the  examina- 
tion of  passengers'  baggage,  which  appear 
to  fall  within  these  two  categories  are 
detained  and  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Customs  for  their  directions. 

Shorthand  Writers*  Fees. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON :  To  "ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  second  Court  was 
unable  to  sit  at  Guildford  last  week  in 
consequence  of  there  being  no  short- 
hand writer ;  whether  a  second  Court 
was  unable  to  sit  at  Birmingham  last 
week  for  the  same  reason  ;  whether  the 
learned  Judge  who  was  presiding  invited 
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gentlemen  who  were  present  to  act  as 
shorthand  writers,  and  that  they  refused 
on  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  re- 
muneration ;  whether  in  many  places 
shorthand  writers  have  had  to  be  engaged 
at  a  greater  cost  than  the  Treasury  scah 
of  remimeration ;  and  whether  he  will 
reconsider  his  decision  not  to  raise  the 
scale. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,)  As  I 
stated  in  reply  to  a  Question  on  Tliursday 
last,  the  appointment  of  official  short- 
hand writers  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Criminal  Appeal  Act  rests  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  with  whom  I  am  in  communica- 
tion on  the  subject. 

Limavady  and  Dnngiven  Railway 
Company. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  why 
the  grant  of  £19,601  was  made  to  the 
Limavady  and  Duhgiven  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  company 
being  under  an  obligation  to  pay  the 
Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railway 
Company  70  per  cent,  of  the  receipts  for 
working  expenses  was  incapable  of  paying 
interest  on  the  loan  ;  and  why,  when 
the  Treasury,  after  foreclosure,  sold 
the  line  for  £2,000  to  the  Belfast  and 
Northern  Counties  Railway  Company, 
they  did  not  require  that  company  at 
once  to  promote  a  Bill  to  confirm  the 
proceedings  and  to  settle  at  the  same 
time  the  obligations  of  the  purchasing 
company  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  At  the 
time  (1883)  when  the  advance  to  the 
Limavady  and  Dungiven  Railway  Com- 
pany was  made,  it  was  anticipated  that 
the  net  receipts  of  the  line,  after  paying 
the  proportion  due  for  working  expenses 
to  the  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties 
Railway  Company,  would  from  the  out- 
set suffice  to  pay  the  interest  and  instal- 
ment of  principal  on  the  Board  of  Works 
loan.  The  Board  of  Works  ultimately, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  sold 
their  interest  in  the  line  to  the  Midland 
Company  subject  to  the  necessary  Par- 
liamentary powers  being  obtained.  The 
Midland  Railway  Act,  1907,  to  which 
the  agreement  for  sale  with  the  Board 
of  Works   is  scheduled,   conferred   the 


necessary  powers.  The  Limavady  and 
Dungiven  Railway  Acts  of  1878  and 
1882  remain,  however,  in  full  force  and 
apply  to  the  transferred  undertaking, 
and  under  the  second  schedule  of  the 
agreement,  confirmed  by  and  scheduled 
to  the  Act  of  1907,  the  Midland  Company 
are  obliged  at  their  own  expense  well 
and  sufficiently  to  equip,  work,  manage, 
and  maintain  the  railway  in  perpetuity 
and  to  afford  proper  facilities  for  the 
traffic  of  the  district. 

Windsor  Motorists'  Proseoution. 
Mr.  HAROLD  cox  (Preston):  To- 
aok  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has^ 
been  called  to  recent  prosecutions  of 
motorists  in  Windsor  for  exceeding  the 
speed  limit ;  whether  he  has  noticed  that 
it  was  admitted  in  cross-examination 
that  one  car  was  capable  of  travelling 
at  fifty  miles  an  hour  and  another  car 
at  sixty  miles  an  hour ;  and  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  having  licensed  such  vehicles^ 
to  travel  upon  the  public  highway. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I 
have  seen  a  newspaper  report  of  these 
prosecutions  which  contains  statements 
to  the  effect  referred  to  in  the  Question. 
An  Excise  licence  has  to  be  taken  out  in 
respect  of  a  motor  car  as  in  respect  of 
any  other  carriage,  and  it  could  not  be 
withheld  on  the  ground  that  the  car  could 
travel  at  any  particular  speed.  No 
other  licence  is  required. 

Automatic  Motor  Speed  Limits. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  To  ask  the^ 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  any  inventions  for  recording 
the  speed  of  motor-cars  and  for  auto- 
matically shutting  off  the  engine  and 
applying  the  brake  at  a  given  speed ; 
and  whether  he  will  cause  an  examination 
to  be  made  of  any  such  apparatus  sub- 
mitted to  him,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining whether  it  is  likely  to  prove^ 
suitable  for  compulsory  use. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  My 
attention  has  not  been  called  to  in- 
ventions of  the  kind  mentioned  by  my^ 
hon.  friend.  I  should  be  ready  to  cause 
any  such  inventions  to  be  examined  if; 
they  were  submitted  l^obpieiiOOQlC 
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Panpen'  Clothing  Contracts. 
Mr.  RAMSAlY  MACDONALD  :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  authorised  a  certain 
-firm  in  London  to  value  samples  of 
Kjlothing  submitted  to  the  Poplar  Board 
of  Guardians  by  various  firms,  one  of 
which  was  the  Women's  Committee  of 
the  Central  Unemployed  Body ;  whether 
the  report  submitted  stated  that  the 
Board  had  paid  to  these  workrooms 
^8.  3d.  for  shirts  which  were  valued  at 
Is.  9d.,  28.  lid.  for  flannelette  vests 
valued  at  Is.  S^d.,  £1  for  men's  suits 
valued  at  9s.  lid.  and  lis.  6d. ;  what 
steps  he  took  to  make  sure  that  the 
samples  submitted  by  the  private  firms 
were  the  same  as  those  sent  originally 
to  the  board  of  guardians  but  returned 
by  them ;  and  whether  the  expert  re- 
sponsible for  the  valuation  indicated  in 
«ach  case  how  much  he  estimated  as 
being  a  fair  wages  rate  for  making  the 
various  articles  in  question. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  John  Burns,)  As 
regards  the  first  two  points  in  the  Ques- 
tion, the  facts  are  substantially  as  stated. 
As  regards  the  third  point,  I  asked  for 
the  particular  samples  which  had  been 
submitted  to  the  guardians  by  the  firm 
referred  to,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
<ioubt  that  these  were  the  samples 
iumished  to  me.  They  are  still  in  my 
possession.  As  regards  the  concluding 
part  of  the  Question,  the  expert  com- 
pared the  four  sets  of  samples  sent  to 
him  and  assigned  a  value  to  the  samples 
accepted.  He  did  not  indicate  in  his 
report  what  he  estimated  to  be  a  fair 
wages  rate  for  making  the  articles  in 
question. 

Vaccination. 
Mr.  LEHMANN  (Leicestershire, 
Market  Harborough) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  W. 
R.  Hitchcock,  the  vaccination  officer  for 
liVandsworth,  did  not  serve  Form  Q  on 
Mr.  Cooper,  16,  Belfour  Street,  Nine 
Elms  Lane,  before  his  child  was  four 
months  old,  and  that  this  omission  on 
i:he  part  of  the  vaccination  officer  con- 
tributed to  Mr.  Cooper's  neglect  to  make 
a  declaration  of  conscientious  objection 
to  vaccination  under  the  Act  of  1907, 
Mr.  Cooper  not  being  aware  of  the  four 


months  limit  imtil  three  days  after 
the  child  attained  that  age  ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  this  Form  Q  was  expressly 
inserted  in  the  last  Vaccination  Order 
on  purpose  to  make  known  to  parents 
more  clearly  the  provisions  of  the  Law, 
he  will  ascertain  whether  there  has  been 
similar  neglect  on  Mr.  Hitchcock's  part 
in  any  other  cases. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  John  Bums.)  I 
have  not  received  any  complaint  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  but  I  will  make 
inquiries  on  the  subject. 

Tumchaple  Admiralty  Contracts. 
Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Frist  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  firm  by  the 
name  of  Rolf  and  Son  are  aoing  work 
for  the  Admiralty  at  Turnchaple,  in  the 
Plymouth  district,  and  are  only  paying 
the  bricklayers'  labourers  4d.  and  4^  per 
hour,  whereas  the  standard  rate  is  5d.  ; 
and  whether  he  intends  taking  any  action 
in  the  matter. 

It j^ Answered  hy  Mr,  McKenna.)  The 
Admiralty  are  making  inquirie  and  will 
take  steps  to  prevent  any  breach  of  the 
Fair  Wages  Resolution. 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard  Coopers. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford):  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
he  is  aware  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
present  staff  of  coopers  employed  at  the 
Deptford  Victualling  Yard  being  insuffi- 
cient to  cope  with  the  coopers'  work 
required  there,  a  quantity  of  work,  such  as 
the  heading-up  and  securing  of  wood- 
bound  casks  and  cylindricals,  hitherto 
performed  by  coopers  at  piece-work 
rates,  is  now  being  done  by  labourers, 
who  when  employed  upon  such  work 
receive  an  extra  payment  of  2d.  per  day  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  restoring  this  work  to  the  coopers . 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  McKenna,)  The 
work  referred  do  does  not  jequire  the 
services  of  a  trained  cooper,  and  the 
more  economical  arrangement  which  has 
been  introduced  brings  the  Admiralty 
into  line  with  the  ordinary  trade  practice. 

Obsolete  War  Ships. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :    To  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
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original  costs  of  the  ships  ''  Bellona," 
"  Katoomba,"  "  Mildura,"  "  PaUas," 
"Pearl,"  "Phoebe,"  "  Ringmaroona," 
"  Salamander,"  and  "  Tauranga,"  which 
were  constructed  in  1891-2,  and  which, 
amongst  others,  were  broken  up  during 
the  financial  year  1906-7,  was  £1,058,680 
and  the  price  realised  was  only  £65,750  ; 
if  so,  can  he  explain  for  what  reason  did 
the  Admiralty  condemn  these  nine  war 
vessels  built  fifteen  years  ago ;  and  whether 
the  Admiralty  will  take  into  account 
this  loss  of  £993,000  on  vessels  which 
were  constructed  so  recently  when  pre- 
paring their  next  programme  of  naval 
cz-nstruction. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna,)  The 
hon.  Member's  figures  are  correct.  Ves- 
sels are  placed  on  the  sale  list  when  there 
is  no  longer  any  useful  function  which 
they  can  perform  in  the  Royal  Navy  or 
when  their  usefidness  is  not  commensurate 
with  the  expenditure  required  for  main- 
tenance. The  precise  period  in  a  vessel's 
life  when  this  occurs  must  evidently  vary 
in  each  case.  As  regards  the  last  part 
of  the  Question,  the  Admiralty  take  into 
account  all  relevant  circumstances  in 
determining  the  programme  of  new  con- 
struction each  year. 

New  Armoured  Omiser. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  can  state  the  tonnage  of  the  new 
armoured  cruiser  to  be  laid  down  this 
financial  year. 


(Af^wered   by    Mr.  McKenna, 
tonnage  is  not  yet  settled. 


The 


BoB3rth.  II 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of  the  naval 
preparations  on  the  other  side  of  the  North 
Sea,  he  will  consider  the  need  for  ex- 
pediting the  contract  for  the  works  at 
Rosyth,  so  that  these  may  be  completed 
in  the  year  1912. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna,)  The 
contract  time  for  the  completion  of  the 
works  at  Rosyth  having  been  determined 
recently  after  careful  consideration,  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  such  change  in  the 


circumstances  as  would  justify  me  in 
reopening  the  question. 

Admiralty  and  the  Press. 
Mr.  STAVELEY-fflLL  (Staffordshire. 
Kingswinford) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  will  he  state  who  sees 
Press  representatives  at  the  Admiralty; 
who  determines  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  information  given  verbally  ta 
them ;  whether  special  information  is 
verbally  given  to  the  representatives  of 
some  papers  whijoh  is  not  imparted  to^ 
those  of  others  ;  and'  whether  the  First 
Sea  Lord  ever  gives  interviews  to  editors 
of  newspapers,  or  other  journalists,  or  to 
other  persons  taking  part  in  public  con- 
troversy respecting  naval  matters. 

( instoered  by  Mr.  McKenna,)  The 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is,  the  private  secretary  to  the  permanent 
secretary.  The  Answer  to  the  second 
part  is,  the  permanent  secretary.  The 
Answer  to  the  third  part  is  in  the  negative. 
With  regard  to  the  fourth  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  do  not  know  whom  my  colleagues 
on  the  Board  may  see  unless  they  choose 
to  tell  me  ;  but  I  have  every  confidence 
that  no  communication  will  be  made  re- 
specting naval  matters  in  the  sense  which 
I  gather  is  intended  to  be  conveyed  in 
the  Question. 

Pembroke  Dock  Engine  Fitters. 
Mr.  HUDSON:  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can  now 
say  what  wages  are  paid  by  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Clark,  Chapman,  and  Company 
to  the  engine  fitters  engaged  on  H.M.8. 
"  Defence  "  at  Pembroke  Dock  ;  and 
whether  the  Fair  Wage  Clause  is  being 
observed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  A  re- 
port has  been  received  from  the  firm  to 
the  following  effect: — There  are  three 
journeymen  engine  fitters  engaged  by 
the  firm  on  board  H.M.S  "  Defence  " 
at  Pembroke.  Two  of  them  receive  36s. 
per  week  plus  17s.  6d.  allowance,  and  the 
others  41s.  per  week  plus  lis.  6d.  allow- 
ance. There  are,  besides,  three  young 
men  who  have  not  yet  completed  their 
full  apprenticeship.  Two  of  these  have 
24s.  plus  allowance,  and  the  other,  SOs. 
plus  allowance.  These  young  men  are 
usually  styled  "  improvers,"  the  ordinary 
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jstandard  rate  for  which  class  averages 
from  188.  to  21s.  per  week.  The  usual 
-allowance  for  battleships  is  17s.  6d.  for 
journeymen,  and  14s.  for  apprentices. 
The  Admiralty  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  Fair  Wages  Clause  is  not  being 
observed. 


Wireless  Telegraphy. 
Lord  EDMUND  TALBOT  (Sussex, 
Chichester) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  if  the  Admiralty  have 
-created  a  skilled  staff  of  wireless  tele- 
graphists ;  and,  if  so,  how  are  they  rated. 
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upwards  of  three  years  since  Dr. 
Dittmar,  the  medical  inspector  for  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland, 
reported  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
townships  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  as 
dangerous  to  the  public  health,  will  he 
state  whether  he  has  yet  obtained  from 
the  local  authority  information  in  regard 
to  the  houses  contained  in  these  town- 
ships ;  and  has  he  yet  succeeded  in 
making  arrangements  with  the  Treasury 
such  as  will  admit  of  assistance  being 
given  towards  the  construction  of  houses 
on  new  sites. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna,)  A  tele- 
.^aphist  branch  has  been  instituted, 
and  is  in  process  of  formation.  They 
will  be  trained  from  boys,  and  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  various  grades  according 
to  requirements  when  qualified  by  service 
and  examination.  To  meet  immediate 
requirements,  a  proportion  of  signal 
ratings  who  have  been,  performing  wire- 
less duties  have  been  accepted  for  transfer 
to  the  wireless  branch,  and  also  a  certain 
number  of  volunteers  from  other  ratings. 
The  arrangements  for  their  transfer  and 
advancement  are  given  in  a  circular 
letter  to  the  Fleet,  a  copy  of  which  I 
«hall  be  glad  to  give  to  the  noble  Lord. 

Bo83rth. 
Mr.  FINDLAY  (Lanarkshire,  N.E.) : 
To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  in  view  of  the  population  which 
will  be  located  at  Rosyth  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  naval  works  there,  sufl&cient 
area  of  land  has  been  secured  for  laying 
out  a  town  on  garden  city  lines  to  the 
best  advantage,  for  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  the  people,  as  befits  the  spirit 
of  the  age. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna,)  TYi^ 
naval  works  at  Rosyth  will  not  be  com- 
pleted for  seven  years  after  the  contract 
is  let,  so  that  the  question  will  not  be 
a  practicable  one  for  a  considerable 
time.  In  any  case  the  Admiralty  do 
not  possess  sufficient  land  to  lay  out  a 
garden  city  themselves. 

Sanitation  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask    the     Secretary    for    Scotland,    in 
view     of    the     fact     that     it    is    now 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  learn 
on  inquiry  that  steady  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  sanitary  improvement  of 
crofters'  houses.  This  and  other  ques- 
tions affecting  administration  in  the 
Lews  are  constantly  before  me,  but 
no  arrangements  in  the  direction  referred 
to  by  my  hon.  friend  have  been  made. 

Vatersay. 
Sir  J.  DEWAR  (Inverness) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  arrived  at  with  Lady 
Grordon  Cathcart  in  regard  to  the  Island 
of  Vatersay ;  and  if  he  can  state  its 
terms. 

{Ar^wered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The 
Grovernment  have  made  additional  pro- 
posals, on  the  lines  generally  of  the 
procedure  laid  down  in, the  Small  Land- 
holders (Scotland)  Bill,  which  safeguard 
the  proprietor  from  possible  loss.  These 
proposals,  which  have  been  accepted 
by  Lady  Cathcart,  provide  for  compensa- 
tion to  the  tenant  for  surrender  of  his 
lease  and  to  the  proprietor  for  loss  directly 
attributable  to  the  occupation  of  the 
farm  by  small  holders.  The  Govern- 
ment will  now  proceed  forthwith  to 
ascertain  definitely  how  far  the  farm 
of  Vatersay  may  properly  be  occupied 
by  small  tenants,  to  prepare  a  scheme 
of  settlement  under  the  crofter  tenure, 
and  to  carry  it  into  effect  with  the 
co-operation  of  Lady  Cathcart,  who 
remains  proprietor  of  the  farm.  This 
arrangement,  I  am  glad  to  say,  made 
it  possible  for  the  proprietor  to  apply  to 
the  Court  of  Session  upon  Saturday, 
the  18th  instant,  with  tho  happy  result 
that,  by  the  order  of  that  Court,  the  men 
who    were    committed    to    prison    for 
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.tjontempt  of  Court  were  then  libeiated. 
I  trust  that  those  in  whose  immediate  in- 
terest this  scheme  of  settlement  has  been 
devised  and  agreed  upon,  especially  those 
who  are  in  occupation  of  parts  of  the 
iarm,  without  whose  active  support 
the  whole  arrangement  will  fall  to  the 
ground,  will  now  co-operate  with  the 
proprietor  and  the  Government  in  facing 
and  adjusting  the  difficulties  of  the 
situation,  and  will  join  in.  the  endeavour 
to  make  the  scheme  a  practical  success. 

Willesden  Educatioii  Disimte. 
Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  has  now  made 
inquiry  into  the  action  of  the  Willesden 
Education  Ck>mmittee  in  ordering  the 
fortnightly  prosecution  of  William  Bar- 
nard of  that  place  until  he  consents 
to  inflict  what  he  holds  to  be  a  permanent 
injury  upon  his  son,  aged  fourteen,  by 
forcing  him  to  attend  a  certain  school 
ior  mentally-deficient  children  in  the 
district ;  whether  the  Education  Com- 
mittee is  under  any  statutory  obligation 
to  order  fortnightly  prosecutions  in  this 
case ;  and,  if  not,  whether,  seeing  that 
the  ^ther,  whose  wages  are  25s.  a  week, 
has  already  been  &ied  £4  since  last 
May  at  the  instance  of  this  Committee, 
lie  can  take  any  steps  to  recommend 
them  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  their 
Action  in  this  matter,  and  so  protect  this 
man  &om  complete  financial  ruin. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runctman.)  I  am 
making  inquiries  of  the  local  education 
authority,  and  when  I  receive  a  reply 
I  will  communicate  with  the  hon.  Member. 

Teachers'  Begistration  CounciL 
Mb.  butcher  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  his  attention 
lias  been  directed  to  the  hardship  in- 
flicted on  the  registrar,  the  chief  clerk,  and 
the  lady  assistant  registrar  of  the  Teachers' 
Registration  Council,  recently  dissolved, 
who  have  either  been  dismissed  or  are 
xmder  notice  of  dismissal  from  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  butcher  :  To  ask  the  President 
•of  the  Board  of  Education  whether, 
seeing  that  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
last    Question    were    engaged   in    work 


I  which    seemed    to    be   permanent,    the 
President  will  either  secure  that  they 
I  shall  receive  compensation  or  find  for 
i  them  other  employment  in  the  public 
I  service,  preferably  by  taking  practical 
i  steps  to  reconstitute  the  Teachers'  Regis- 
tration Council  under  the  Administrative 
Provisions  Act  of  1907. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Runciman.)  In 
reply  to  this  and  the  next  Question,  I 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  officials 
referred  to  were  the  servants  of  the  late 
Registration  Council  and  were  employed 

,  under    agreements    providing    for    the 

I  termination  of  their  engagements  at  six 
and  three  months  notice    respectively. 

j  The  Board  cannot  assume  responsibility 
for  finding  employment  or  compensa- 
tion for  abolition  of  office  for  persons 
who  are  not  in  their  service.  I  may 
add,  however,  that  the  Board  have 
been  able  to  give  temporary  employ- 
ment during  the  last  four  months  to  the 
chief  clerk,  and  I  have  recently  appointed 
the  lady  assistant  registrar  a  woman 
inspector  under  the  Board.  With  regard 
to  the  formation  of  a  new  coimcil,  I 
beg  to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Parliamentary  Paper  which  has  recently 
been  issued.  It  will  rest  with  the  new 
council  when  constituted  to  determine 
the  fersonnel  of  their  stafl. 

Agricnltoral  Unrest  at  Cayo. 
Mr.  LLEWELLYN  WILLIAMS  (Car- 
marthen District) :  To  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  re- 
presenting the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  state  of  unrest 
and  agitation  prevailing  in  the  parish 
of  Cayo,  in  the  county  of  Car- 
marthen, owing  to  the  collection  of 
chief  rent  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  Crown  ; 
whether  he  has  been  informed  that  a 
large  number  of  farmers  in  the  parish 
have  formed  a  committee  with  a  view 
to  oppose  the  payment  of  chief  rent ; 
whether  they  object  to  its  payment 
on  the  ground  of  the  disproportionate 
amounts  levied  respectively  on  small 
and  large  farms,  and  their  ignorance 
as  to  its  meaning  and  application ; 
whether  the  deputy  -  steward  and  the 
Woods  and  Forests  Department  have, 
upon  request  being  made  to  them, 
refused  information  on  these  points  to 
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the  farmers  ;  whether,  in  some  instances, 
levies  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account 
of  excessive  distresses ;  whether  dis- 
tresses were  levied  this  month  on  two 
farms,  and  the  goods  distrained  upon 
taken  away  by  the  bailifE  in  the  absence 
of  the  farmers  to  another  parish  ;  whether 
this  was  done  because  the  deputy -steward 
was  afraid  to  conduct  the  sales  on  the 
premises  owing  to  the  inflamed  condition 
of  public  opinion  in  the  district ;  whether, 
in  the  neighbouring  parishes  of  Llanga- 
dock,  Myddfai,  Llanfair-ar-y-bryn,  Lland- 
densant,  and  Llansadwm  chief  rent 
has  not  been  paid  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  and,  if  so,  why  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  collection, 
the  inequality  of  the  incidence,  the 
irritation  created,  and  the  inadequacy  of 
the  result,  the  Government  will  take 
steps  either  to  commute  or  terminate 
the  payment  of  chief  rent. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey,) 
I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Woods  in  charge  of  the  Crown  Land 
Revenues  in  Wales  that  he  is  aware 
that  there  is  some  unrest  and  agitation 
in  the  parish  of  Cayo  on  the  subject 
of  the  chief  rents  payable  to  the  Crown 
in  the  manor  of  that  name,  and  he  believes 
that  a  committee  has  been  formed  to 
oppose  payment.  No  tangible  reasons 
for  the  objection  to  payment  have  been 
given.  The  rents  are  very  ancient  ones 
of  a  manorial  character,  and  have  been 
collected*  for  some  hundreds  of  years. 
They  form  part  of  the  Land  Revenues 
of  the  Crown.  No  reasonable  requests 
for  information  have  been  refused.  The 
Commissioners  paid  a  visit  to  the  district 
and  invited  the  chairman  and  secretary 
of  the  committee  referred  to  to  meet 
him,  but  they  declined  to  come.  In 
some  instances  levies  have  been  aban- 
doned owing  to  apprehended  violence, 
and  in  one  case  in  which  it  was  alleged 
that  an  unneccessary  quantity  of  hay 
had  been  seized  the  distress  proceedings 
were  abandoned  with  a  view  to  recovery 
in  another  way.  In  a  very  receiit  case 
tho  article  distrained  was  removed  to 
a  distance  owing  to  apprehended  violence 
if  the  sale  were  carried  out  on  the  pre- 
mises. There  do  not  appear  to  be  any 
chief  rents  payable  to  the  Crown  in  the 
neighbouring  parishes  mentioned  in  the 
Question,    and    the    Commissioners    of 


Woods  are  not  concerned  in  any  way 
with  rents  due  to  private  landowners. 
It  is  intended  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
rents  really  due  to  the  Crown  unless 
and  until  they  are  redeemed,  but  the 
Crown  is  perfectly  willing  to  sell  them. 
on  the  usual  terms  as  a  whole  or  singly. 

SoottiBh  Probation  of  Offenders. 
Mr.  CLELAND  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton) : 
To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  hii> 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  inter- 
pretation placed  upon  the  Probation  of 
Offenders  Act  in  parts  of  Scotland  to 
the  effect  that  offenders  on  probation 
can  only  be  dealt  with  and  sentenced 
by  the  individual  magistrate  who  placed 
the  accused  on  probation,  and  in  addition 
that  the  probation  officer's  report  cannot 
be  placed  before  the  Court ;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  prevent 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  becoming 
nugatory. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.y 
My  attention  has  not  been  called  to  this. 
I  hardly  think  the  points  mentioned 
should  cause  any  difficulty.  On  the 
first,  all  that  seems  to  me  to  be  necessary 
is  that  an  offender  on  probation  who 
has  failed  to  observe  the  conditions  of 
the  probation  order  should  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Court  which  pronounced, 
the  order,  not  by  the  individual  magis- 
trate or  magistrates  who  did  so.  On 
the  second,  the  probation  officer's  report 
I  think  can,  and  indeed  ought,  to  be 
placed  before  the  Court,  and,  if  it  is- 
either  sworn  to  or  put  on  affidavit,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  would  form  "  infor- 
mation on  oath,"  which  is  what  the 
statute  requires.  A  Court  of  Law  may 
have,  of  course,  to  determine  these 
questions ;  and  I  gather  from  my  hon^ 
friend  that  a  present  and  practicaJ  diffi- 
culty has  been  felt  in  administration, 
and  it  is  only  for  this  reason  that  I  have 
ventured  to  state  my  views. 

Snmmary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  BilL. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :: 
To  ask  the  Lord- Advocate  whether  he 
will  issue  a  memorandum  with  reference 
to  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland) 
Bill,  setting  out  those  parts  of  the  Bill 
which  are  amendments  of  the  existing 
law  in  different  type  from  those  parts. 
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which    are    merely    a    consolidation    of 
existing  statutes. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Thomas  Shaw.) 
I  should  hardly  have  thought  this 
necessary.  I  presume,  however,  that 
my  hon.  friend,  while  not  desiring 
detailed  explanations  of  all  the  changes 
that  are  proposed,  is  anxious  to  have 
in  a  convenient  form  a  reference  to  the 
sources  of  the  various  clauses  in  the 
existing  legislation  with  indications  of 
new  or  amended  provisions.  I  think 
this  request  is  not  unreasonable,  and 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  a  White 
Paper  containing  this  information  issued 
at  once.  I  should  value  my  hon.  friend's 
active  support  of  this  controversial  Bill, 
and  this,  I  trust,  he  will  now  be  able  to 
give. 

Irish  Land  Stock. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  how  many  applications  for 
£250,000  each  and  upwards  were  received 
by  the  Bank  ^  in  connection  with  the 
recent  issue  of  Irish  Land  Stock. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
number  of  applications  for  £250,000 
each  and  upwards  was  184. 

Old- Age  Pensions. 
Mr.  BENNETT  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  recepient  of 
an  old-age  pension  will,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, be  entitled  to  receive  medical  relief 
from  a  board  of  guardians. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  JUoyd  -  George.) 
Medical  or  surgical  assistance  supplied 
by  or  on  the  recommendation  of  a  medical 
officer  to  the  recipient  of  an  old-age 
pension  would  not  disqualify  him  from 
continuing  to  receive  his  pension. 

Military  Ohnrches  in  India. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  can  give  an 
undertaking  that  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment will  not  apply  any  public  money 
to  the  repairing  or  maintenance  of  any 
garrison  or  other  church  in  respect  of 
the  use  of  which  any  denomination 
claims  an  exclusive  right. 

VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  This 
course  would  not  be  possible.  The 
churches  in  question,  of  which  several 
are  appropriated  for  Presbyterian  and 
others  for  Roman  Catholic  worship,  are 
Government  buildings  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  troops,  and  they  could  ob- 
viously not  be  allowed  to  fall  into  dis- 
repair and  the  object  for  which  they  have 
been  built  thus  be  defeated. 

MR.LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  at  what  military  stations  in  India, 
where  Government  churches  already 
exist,  are  places  of  worship  for  non- 
Anglican  troops  to  be  built,  what  is  the 
estimated  total  cost,  and  out  of  what 
funds  are  they  to  be  paid  for. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Buchanan.)  The 
hon.  Member  will  find  in  Appendix  9 
to  the  Papers  presented  to  Parliament 
in  Cd.  4022  the  names  of  the  places  where 
unconsecrated  churches  are  being  built. 
They  are  being  built  out  of  Government 
funds,  but  I  am  unable  to  give  the  exact 
figure  without  reference  to  India. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  :  To  ask  the  Under^ 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  how  much 
was  paid  in  the  last  financial  year  by 
the  Government  of  India  for  the  upkeep 
and  repair  of  Government  churches  ; 
and  if  the  Government  have  contributed 
anything  for  the  upkeep  and  repair  of 
Hindoo  temples  and  Mahomedan 
mosques  in  the  same  period. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Buchanan.)  In 
1906-7,  the  last  year  iox  which  we  have 
full  accounts,  the  expenditure  on  repairs 
of  churches  amounted  to  £17,200 ;  but 
this  figure  probably  includes  grants- 
in-aid  for  churches  which  are  not  the 
property  of  Government.  As  regards 
the  second  part  of  the  Question,  the 
grants  made  by  former  rulers  for  the 
upkeep  of  temples  and  mosques  have 
been  maintained  and  special  grants 
have  also  been  made  in  the  case  of 
buildings  of  archaeological  interest. 

Birtlis  and  Deaths  in  India. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  tl^e  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the   statistics^  of  ^births 
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and  deaths  in  India  have  become  more 
accurate  and  reliable  year  by  year ; 
and,  if  the  answer  be  in  the  affirmative, 
whether  the  India  Office  accepts  com- 
parisons between  the  death  rate  of  the 
present  time  and  of  past  years  as  afford- 
ing proof  that  the  death  rate  has  risen. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  Accord- 
ing to  the  last  Census  Report  the  degree 
of  error  in  the  Indian  Returns  of  births 
and  deaths  has,  in  some  provinces  at 
least,  been  greatly  reduced.  Compari- 
sons of  the  kind  suggested  by  the  hon- 
Member  should  be  made  with  all  reserve. 


Bathdowney  Prisoners  in  Tullamore. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County,  Os- 
sory)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  seven  Rathdowney  prisoners  at 
present  in  Tullamore  goal  are  denied 
the  use  of  tobacco ;  and,  if  so,  seeing 
that  they  are  bail  prisoners,  will  ho 
order  that  they  are  allowed  to  supply 
themselves  with  tobacco  as  they  are  with 
food. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birr  ell) :  Bail  pri- 
soners are  allowed  to  smoke  tobacco  if 
the  visiting  committee  approve.  I  am 
informed  that  none  of  the  priso^iers 
referred  to  have  made  any  application 
for  permission  to  smoke.  If  they  should 
do  so,  the  governor  will,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  refer  the  application  to  the 
visiting  committee  for  their  decision. 

Bathdowney  Police  Charge. 
Mr.  DELANY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  can  he  say  what  officer  was  in 
charge  of  the  police  at  Rathdowney, 
Queen's  County,  on  20th  June  last ; 
and  whether  it  was  an  officer  of  inferior 
rank  who  ordered  the  baton  charge, 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  his  nam  3  and 
rank. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  District 
Inspector  Thomas  O'Brien  was  in  charge 
of  the  police  at  Rathdowney  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  day,  and  upon  the 
arrival  of  District  Inspector  TV.  S.  Irwin, 
the  latter,  as  senior  officer,  took  charge. 
Neither  of  th  district  inspectors  was 
present  it  the  place  and  time  when  the 


police  were  ordered  to  use  their  batons 
against  the  rioters.  The  baton  charge 
was  ordered  by  Head  Constable  James 
Spence,  who  was  in  immediate  charge  of 
the  police  at  the  moment.  I  refrain  from 
malang  any  statement  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  baton  charge 
was  ordered,  seeing  that  a  charge  of 
riot  is  pending  against  a  number  of  men . 

Eyrecoort  Labourers'  Cottage  Scheme. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  labourer  named  Hyne?, 
who  is  married  and  has  six  children, 
applied  for  a  cottage  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Eyrecourt,  union  of  Por- 
tumna ;  and  whether  he  can  give  the 
reason  why  his  application  was  refused. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  It  was 
proved  at  the  inquiry  that  Hynes  is  a 
tailor  and  does  not  work  as  an  agricul- 
tural labourer.  He  is,  therefore,  not 
qualified  to  receive  a  labourer's  cottage. 

Irish  Primary  Education  Grant. 
Mr.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.)  :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  now 
state  how  the  supplementary  grant  for 
primary  education  is  to  be  distributed. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU)  :  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Member  to  await  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  revised  Estimate  which 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  in  the  course 
of  a  day  or  two. 

Ballynahinch  Orange  Celebration. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  l4ord-Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  one  officer  and  fourteen  extra  men 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  were 
drafted  into  Ballynahinch,  County 
Down,  in  connection  with  the  -recent 
celebration  of  the  memory  of  King 
William  of  Orange  on  13th  July  last ; 
whether  h3  can  state  the  reason,  if  any, 
for  drafting  extra  police  into  that  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  whether  there  was  any- 
thing for  them  to  do  when  they  got  there 


{Answerei  by  Mr.  BirreU.)    On  13th 
July  an  extra  force,  consisting  of  one 
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officer  and  twelve  policemen,  was  drafted 
into  Ballinahinch  for  the  preservation 
of  the  peace.  The  police  authorities 
considered  it  necessary  to  send  this 
force,  which  was  somewhat  larger  than 
usual,  because  Orange  drumming  parties 
had  recently  indulged  in  provocative 
conduct  by  d  umming  for  a  considerable 
time  outside  the  houses  of  certain  persons 
of  the  opposite  party.  The  proceedings 
of  13th  July  passed  o£E  without  dis- 
turbance. 

Crime  in  Galway. 
Captain  CRAIG :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  number 
of  eases  of  manslaughter,  threatening 
letters  and  notices,  iinng  into  dwelling- 
houses,  killing  and  maiming  cattle, 
incendiary  fires,  and  boycotting  in  the 
County  Gralway  since  the  last  spring 
assizes  held  in  Galway,  of  the  number  of 
persons  with  whom  police  protection 
has  to  be  constant,  and  of  cattle-driving  ; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  recent  charge  of  Mr.  Justice  Madden 
to  the  grand  jury,  in  which  he  stated  that 
the  condition  of  the  county  was  deplorable, 
that  recognition  of  the  law  was  a  thing 
of  the  past,  and  that  it  was  lamentable 
to  think  of  the  perpetual  dread  of  outrage, 
misery,  and  wretchedness  that  entered 
into  the  lives  of  the  imfortunate  people 
who  had  to  pass  their  existence  under 
such  conditions ;  and  will  he  state  what 
steps,  if  any,  the  Gk)vernment  propose 
to  take  to  restore  law  and  order  in  that 
particular  coimty. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  am  aware 
of  the  facts  as  regards  crime  in  County 
Galway,  and  am  informed  by  the  respon- 
sible police  authorities  thatj  though  the 
county  is  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition, there  has  been  an  appreciable 
improvement  during  the  last  two  months. 
I  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Justice  Madden 
has  made  any  comments  on  the  state  of 
the  county,  but  I  have  seen  a  newspaper 
report  of  Mr.  Justice  Kenny's  address 
to  the  grand  jury  at  the  opening  of  the 
recent  assizes,  in  which  remarks  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  Question  are  attri- 
buted to  the  learned  judge.  The  Gov- 
omment  are  taking  all  possible  measures 
within  the  ordinary  law  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace  and  the  punishment 


of  offenders  in  County  Galway,  and  a 
force  of  350  additional  police  has  been 
appointed  to  the  county  under  proclam- 
ation with  that  object. 

Land  Commission  Report. 
Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
usual  time  for  the  Land  Commission  to 
issue  their  Report  has  passed ;  and  can 
he  state  when  the  Report  will  be  issued, 
and  explain  the  cause  of  delay. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  The  Report 
of  the  Land  Commission  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March  last  has  now  been 
received  and  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
in  a  day  or  two.  The  Report  is  rather 
earlier  this  year  than  usual.  It  contains 
a  large  quantity  of  statistical  information, 
which  necessarily  takes  a  considerable 
time  to  prepare. 

Land  Purchase  Agreements. 
Mr.  FFRENCH:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  agree- 
ments for  purchase  up  to  £65,000,000 
will  be  lodged  before  1st  November 
next ;  whether  the  bonus  exhausted  on 
that  amount  at  12  per  cent,  will  be 
about  £8,00^,000  ;  will  the  Government 
devote  the  remaining  £4,000,000  for  the 
re-instatement  of  the  evicted  tenants  and 
the  relief  of  the  congested  districts ;  and, 
if  not,  can  he  say  what  the  Government 
proposes  to  do  with  it. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  agree- 
ments for  purchase  lodged  up  to  the 
present  in  respect  of  direct  sales  and  sales 
to  the  Land  Commission  represent  about 
£64,000,000.  The  term  of  five  years 
prescribed  under  the  Act  for  the  pajrment 
of  the  bonus  at  12  per  cent,  will  not  expire 
until  1st  November  next.  The  (Jovem- 
ment  are  not  at  present  prepared  to  make 
any  statement  as  to  the  possible  revision 
in  the  terms  or  percentage  of  the  bonus 
after  that  date.  A  measure  dealing  with 
the  subject  of  congestion  is,  as  already 
announced,  to  be  introduced  during  the 
coming  autumn  sitting. 

Bozwell  Estata,  Wexford. 
Mr.  FFRENCH  :     To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord -Lieutenant    of 
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Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Estates  Commissioners  stated  on  26th 
May  last  that  their  inspector's  Report 
on  the  Boxwell  estate,  South  Wexford, 
was  being  considered,  and  they  were 
preparing  the  necessary  documents  to 
give  a  preliminary  estimate  of  the  price 
they  would  be  prepared  to  offer  to  the 
vendor's  solicitor ;  whether  any  offer 
has  yet  been  made  by  the  Estate  Com- 
missioners for  the  purchase  of  the  Box- 
well  estate  ;  and,  if  so,  what  were  its 
terms,  and  what  was  the  landlord's  reply. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  On  the  23rd 
instant  the  Estate  Commissioners  fur- 
nished to  the  owner  a  preliminary 
estimate  of  the  price  which  are  th^  pro- 
pared  to  offer  for  the  estate  in  question, 
and  are  now  awaiting  his  reply.  It  is 
not  the  practice  of  the  Commissioners 
to  give  information  as  to  the  prices 
offered  in  such  cases. 

Service  of  Writs  in  County  Cork. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid,) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  a  statement  con- 
tained in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  H.  R. 
Barry,  solicitor,  Kanturk,  at  the  hearing 
on  appeal  of  the  malicious  injury  appli- 
cation of  Lieutenant  John  MacCaythy 
O'Leary  against  the  Cork  County  Council, 
to  the  effect  that  some  writs  were  being 
served  a  very  short  time  ago  on  some 
of  the  applicant's  tenants,  and  that 
these  writs  were  taken  from  the  bailiff 
and  revolver  shots  were  fired  over  his 
head  ;  whether  he  can  state  the  time 
and  place  at  which  this  outrage  is  alleged 
to  have  taken  place  ;  have  the  police  any 
information  of  this  occurrence ;  and, 
seeing  that  the  tenants  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  MacCarthy  O'Leary  have  purchased 
under  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  can  he  ex- 
plain the  necessity  for  serving  writs  on 
behalf  of  a  landlord  whose  interests  in  the 
property  had  ceased  to  exist. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  I  have 
seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  evidence 
referred  to.  The  process  server  alleges 
that  at  about  8.30  on  the  morning  of 
15th  July  he  was  stopped  on  the  road 
at  Drominarigle,  in  the  Kanturk  district, 
by  two  disguised  men.  who  took  two  writs 
from  his  pocket  and  tore  them  up,  and 


\  then  fired  two  revolver  shots  and  de- 
camped. The  process  server  passed  a 
police  station  shortly  afterwards,  but  did 
not  report  the  matter  to  the  police, 
who  only  heard  of  it  casually  on  the 
following  day.  The  police  have  made 
careful  inquiries,  but  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  any  corroboration  of  the  process 
server's  statement.  I  understand  that 
the  writs  were  against  two  tenants  of  Mr. 
O'Leary  who  have  not  purchased  their 
holdings. 

Irish  Intermediate  Board  Bnles. 

Mr.  FFRENCH:    To  ask  the    Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord-Lieutenant    of 
Ireland  whether  the  new  rules  formed 
by  the  Irish  Intermediate  Board  have 
yet  been  published  ;  whether  the  teachers 
have  at  all  been  consulted  with  reference 
to  those  rules ;    whether  under  the  new 
rules  only  ten  marks  are  given  for  arith- 
metic  whilst   ninety   marks   are    given 
for  algebra,  and  three  languages  made 
obligatory ;   is  he  aware  that  there  is  a 
growing  feeling  in  Ireland  that  under 
the    present    intermediate    system    and 
;  its    treatment    of    commercial   subjects 
I  young  men  cannot  be  equipped  with  the 
knowledge    necessary    to    render    them 
efficient  leaders  of  industry  ;  and  will  he 
take  steps  to  provide  that  the  tendency 
of  the  intermediate  schoob  is  more  in 
I  the  direction  of  giving  boys  a  sound 
I  practical    education,    and    less    in    the 
\  direction  of  making  them  dreamers  and 
j  book- worms. 

I      (Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)    The  Rules 
'  for  1909  were  laid  upon  the  Table  on 
!  23rd  June,   but  will  not  be  published 
'  by  the   Intermediate   Education   Board 
until   the   prescribed    period    of    forty 
'  days  has  expired.     I  am  informed  that 
I  before  the  Rules  were  made,  the  Board 
'  received    and    duly    considered    several 
communications    on    the    subject    from 
teachers  of    intermediate  schools.     The 
j  percentage  of  marks  allotted  to  arith- 
metic and  algebra,  respectively,  are  in 
the  preparatory  and  junior  grades   30 
for  arithmetic  and  70  for  algebra,  and 
in  the  middle  and  senior  grades  10  for 
arithmetic  and  90  for  algebra.     In  the 
preparatory  grade  one   language   other 
than  English  is  prescribed,  and  in  the 
three  higher  grades  two  languages  are 
necessary.    I  am  not  aware  that  there 
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is  any  dissatisiaction  with  the  treatment 
of  commercial  subjects  by  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Board. 

War  Office  Engineers. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  now  state  whether  he 
can  recommend  the  payment  of  removal 
expenses  to  members  of  the  stafi  of 
surveyors  for  engineer  services,  or  to 
make  an  allowance  in  respect  of  buch 
expenses,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Army  Accounts  Branch  and  to  public 
servants  in  the  Admiralty,  Office  of 
Works,  and  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ments. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  question  of  removal  expenses  has 
not  been  finally  settled.  I  may  point 
out  that,  owing  to  recent  changes,  the 
circumstances  of  the  War  Department 
surveyors  are  not  altogether  compar- 
able to  those  of  surveyors  in  other 
offices. 

Eoyal  Military  Oollege,  Sandhurst. 
Mr.  CLAVELL  SALTER  (Hants,  Bas- 
ingstoke) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  166  cadet- 
ships  announced  in  April  last  for  award 
at  the  recent  examination  for  admission 
to  the  Royal  Military  College,  Sandhurst, 
will  be  siifficient  to  fill  all  the  vanancies 
at  the  college  as  well  as  the  company 
which  is  to  be  formed  at  Woolwich ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  arrange  for  the  publi- 
cation, when  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tion is  known,  of  an  extended  list  of 
successful  candidates  so  as  to  include 
approximately  the  nimiber  which  will 
be  actually  required,  or  make  some 
other  alteration  in  the  present  system 
of  publishing  a  list  of  successful  candi- 
dates limited  to  the  number  of  cadet- 
ships  originally  offered  for  competition, 
so  as  to  mitigate  the  inconvenience 
caused  to  the  parents  of  candidates, 
who  in  many  cases,  after  having  made 
other  arrangements  for  their  sons,  are 
.informed,  some  time  after  the  list  has 
been  published,  that  cadetships  will  be 
offered  to  them. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
166  cadetships  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
jfill    the    vacancies    referred    to.    When 


the  announcement  that  166  cadetships 
would  be  awarded  was  made  it  had  not 
been  definitely  decided  to  form  an  in- 
fantry company  at  Woolwich.  When 
this  decision  was  reached  at  the  end  of 
May  a  notice  to  this  effect,  and  that  60 
additional  infantry  cadetships  woidd 
be  awarded,  was  given  to  each  candidate 
attending  the  recent  Army  competitive 
examination.  An  extended  list  of  suc- 
cessful candidates  will,  therefore,  be  pub- 
lished when  the  result  of  the  examination 
is  known. 

Eailways  in  British  East  Africa. 
Mr.  RBES  :  To  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
the  Government  proposes  to  give  any 
financial  assistance  towards  the  con- 
struction of  railways  in  British  East 
Africa ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  allot- 
ment is  proposed  for  the  current  year. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely.)  I  regret 
that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  add  any- 
thing to  the  reply  which  was  given  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  a 
similar  Question  on  the  9th  instant 

Crown  Servants  in  Ceylon. 
Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  the  director 
of  public  works  in  Ceylon  has  issued 
instructions  to  the  consulting  engineers 
to  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  Colony  not 
to  recommend  Ceylonese  applicants  for 
appointments  in  the  Colony  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  Governn^ent  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Sedy.)  The 
director  of  public  works  is  not  in  a 
position  to  give  instructions  to  the  con- 
sulting engineers,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  he  has  attempted  to  do  so. 

Sir  H.  cotton  :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Ceylon  Government  recently 
advertised  for  eleven  posts  of  land 
settlement  officers  with  a  salary  of 
Rs.9,000  per  annum  ;  whether  there 
were  about  200  applicants,  mostly 
Ceylonese,  many  of  whom  were  highly 
qualified  for  the  office  in  virtue  of  their 
knowledge  of  the  native  languages  and 
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of  law ;  and  whether  all  the  appoint- 
ments have  been  filled  up  by  the  selection 
of  European  candidates  who  were  less 
qualified  in  these  respects. 

{Answered  hy  Colonel  Sedy.)  I  am 
n  )t  aware  of  it,  but  inquiry  will  be  made. 

Ifative  Education  in  South  Africa. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonics  when  Parts  I.  and 
T.L  of  the  Report  on  Native  Education 
in  South  Africa  will  be  published,  and 
also  the  Special  Reports  on  Bechuana- 
land  and  Basutoland. 

{Ansioered  hy  Colonel  Sedy.)  It  is 
not  proposed  to  lay  these  further  Papers 
which  are  not  as  suitable  for  publication, 
as  they  are  either  no  longer  quite  up  to  ] 
date  or  deal  with  matters  of  less  general 
interest  than  the  last  part  which  has 
been  published. 

Diniznln. 
Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Holmfirth) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  in 
view  of  the  dearth  of  information  as  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Natal  Government 
with  regard  to  the  imprisonment  and 
trial  of  Dinizulu,  he  will  telegraph  for 
an  explicit  statement  for  the  information 
of  the  House  before  it  rises  next  week. 

(Answered  hy  Colonel  Seely,)  The 
Papers  distributed  to  Members  to-day 
give  the  latest  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Secretary  of  State,  excepting 
that  the  governor  has  now  informed  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  the  Attorney- 
General  anticipates  that,  so  far  as  the 
prosecution  is  concerned,  the  preliminary 
examination  will  be  completed  almost 
immediately. 

Shetland  Cable. 
Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (Worces- 
tershire, Droitwich) :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  he  can  state  the  cause 
of  the  breakdown  in  the  Shetland  cable 
recently ;  and  whether  it  was  in  any 
way  owing  to  the  operations  of  trawlers 
in  these  waters. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Bfixton.) 
The  cause  of  the  breakdown  cannot  be 


stated.  The  cable,  at  a  depth  of  fifty 
fathoms,  was  fjimply  flattened  for  a  short 
length.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that 
trawlers  were  responsible.  I  regret  to 
say  that  the  cable  is  again  faulty. 

Wakefield  Post  Of&ce. 

Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  has  considered  what  loss  of 
light  and  air  the  proposed  new  postal 
buildings  will  cause  to  the  Market  Street, 
Wakefield,  United  Methodist  ChurcK 
necessitating  as  it  will  also  the  use  of 
the  building  only  by  artificial  light ;  and 
whether  he  is  under  treaty  with  the 
trusteeo  of  the  said  Church  to  pay  them 
compensation  for  damage  that  has  been,, 
or  may  be,  sustained. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  matter  has  received  my  careful 
consideration.  I  have  learned  with  regret 
that  a  satisfactory  enlargement  of  the 
post  office  cannot  be  efEected  without 
interference  in  some  degree  with  the 
light  and  air  of  the  adjoining  Church; 
but  the  enlargement  of  the  office  has 
been  designed  so  as  to  cause  as  little 
interference  as  possible.  I  am  not  under 
tre:.ty  with  the  trustees  of  the  Church 
to  make  any  payment  to  them  by  way 
of  compensation. 

\ 
Bristol  Post  Office. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire,  West- 
houghton) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
W.  E.  Blake,  the  contractor  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  post  office  at  Bristol, 
has  posted  notices  on  the  job  to  the  effect 
that  any  workmen  inquiring  whether  a 
fellow  workman  is  or  is  not  a  member 
of  a  trade  union  will  be  instantly  dis- 
missed; whether  he  is  aware  that  thia 
is  likely  to  lead  to  a  dispute ;  and 
whether,  with  the  object  of  preventing 
any  action  being  taken  which  may  retard 
the  progress  of  the  work,  he  will  take 
steps  to  secure  the  removal  of  this  notice. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Harcaurt,)  I  have 
seen  the  actual  notice,  and  as  it  ^eems 
to  be  designed  to  secure  equal  rights  to 
all  workmen  I  do  not  see  that  I  caa 
interfere  in  the  matter. 
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Telegraph  Hessengers. 
Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-Greneral  whether  he  is  aware 
that  when  outsiders  are  employed  to 
deliver  telegraph  messages  on  which 
porterage  has  to  be  paid  the  full  amount 
charged  by  the  Department  for  .such 
porterage  is  not  paid  to  them,  but  that 
a  deduction  of  25  per  cent,  is  made  by 
sub-postmasters  in  some  cases ;  and 
whether  the  whole  of  the  porterage 
should  be  paid  to  the  messengers. 

.  (Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  BuxUm,)  I 
am  not  aware  of  the  practice  in  question  ; 
but,  if  the  hon.  Member  will  be  good 
enough  to  furnish  me  with  particulars 
of  the  case  or  cases  to  which  he  refers, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  make  inquiry  in  the 
matter. 

Phcanix  Park  Powder  Magazine. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Louth,  N.) :    To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 

the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  old  railings    »,,'.,     ,       *  -^,     ^  ,,  .  ^     ,  - - 

and  the  supply  of  new  ones  around  the  Thurty-three  of  the  field  supeimtendents 
powder  magazine  in  the  Phoenix  Park  !  *^®,  effective  soldiers,  four  ex-soldiers, 
has  been  done  at  the  expense  of  the  War  I  \^^  «^«^«^  civihans.  The  service  of 
Office,  or  is  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Vote  '  ^^T  "'''''  ^^^^  from  seven  to  thirty- 
for  the  Lrish  Board  of  Works ;  what  is  I  ^?«^*  r^^^>  ^^^  that  of  the  men  under 
the  cost  of  the  work ;  what  was  the  ^rt"^,  ^^"^  ^'^^  month  to  thirty-six  years 
necessity  for  the  expense  ;  at  whose  I  ^^^  information  for  which  my  hon.  friend 
request  was  the  expense  incurred ;  is  it  i  *^^,  j^  the  latter  part  of  his  Question 
the  fact  that  the  only  use  to  which  the  ^^^^^  f^^i^  *  reference  to  the  records 
estate  lately  added  to  the  Phoenix  Park  I  ^l  """^l^y  ^  "^®^'  ^'^^  *^®  ^^^  ^^^'f  * 
has  been  put  is  for  War  Office  manoeu- 


property  was  acquired  to  prevent  its 
being  built  over  and  to  preserve  the 
amenities  of  the  Phoenix  Park.  There 
is  no  intention  at  present  to  throw  it 
open  to  the  public,  and  a  large  expendi- 
ture would  be  necessary  before  doing  so. 

Irish  Ordnance  Surrey  Staff. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he  will 
state  how  many  of  the  forty-eight  field 
superintendents  serving  in  the  Ordnance 
Survey,  Ireland,  are  effective  soldiers, 
how  many  are  ex-soldiers  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  and  how  many  are  civilians 
who  have  never  served  in  the  Army; 
and  if  he  will  state  the  service  of  each 
of  the  superintendents,  showing  the 
service  of  the  surveyors  and  labourers 
working  under  their  orders. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Slrachey.) 


vres ;  and  when  will  the  general  public 
be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  area  added  to  the  park. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Hobhouse,)    As  re- 


that  they  do  not  see  their  way  to  supply 
it. 

Doleek  Survey  Staff. 
Mr.  FIEM)  :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 


gards  the  railings  the  work  has  been  ,  if  he  can  state  what  weekly  charge  b 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  War  Office,  t  made  for  conveyance  by  the  field  super- 
and  the  cost  is  estimated  to  reach  the !  intendent,  Ordnance  Survey,  at  Duleek, 
sum  of  £560.  The  old  wooden  fence  was  I  for  paying  and  visiting  a  detached  party 
worn  out  and  required  replacement  by  '  at  Naul,  County  Dublin ;  can  he  say 
a  better  and  unclimbable  fence.  As  i  why  a  surveyor  named  Carter  was 
regards  the  new  estate,  I  am  informed  allowed  to  compel  his  labourer  to  work 
that  only  three  acres  of  a  total  200  acres  I  on  the  bank  holiday,  26th  June  last, 
have  been  let  by  the  Board  of  Works  I  and  what  action  has  been  taken  regarding 
to  the  War  Office  to  facilitate  bridging  i  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  surveyor ; 


practice  by  the  troops.  The  rest  of  the 
land,  with  some  insignificant  exception, 
is  let  on  grazing  tenancies  or  under 
agreements  existing  at  the  time  of 
purchase.  One  of  the  tenants  allows 
the  War  Office  to  use  his  land  for  signal- 
ling  and  a   little  horse   training.     The 


and  if  it  has  been  reported  to  the  Division 
Office  at  Dublin. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey,) 
The  weekly  charge  for  the  conveyance 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers  is  6s.  6d. 
Mr.  Carter  and  the  laboi^sr^jnentiMied 
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worked  on  26th  June,  as  the  former 
was  not  notified  that  that  day  was  a 
public  holiday.  A  day's  leave  in  lieu 
thereof  was  given  to  both  men  on  29th 
June. 

Poultry  Farms. 
Sir  FRANaS  GHANNING  (North- 
amptonshire, E.) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  land  used  either  in  large  or 
small  farms  or  in  allotments  for  poultry 
and  egg  production  is  agricultural  land 
as  contemplated  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act,  and 
entitled  to  the  rehef  provided  by  that 
Act. 

(Ansipered  by  Mr,  John  Bums.)  My 
hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to 
this  Question.  The  point  referred  to 
in  it  is  one  which  I  have  no  authority 
to  determine,  but  the  needful  guidance 
to  a  solution  of  the  question  may  possibly 
be  obtained  by  the  application  of  the 
principle  recognised  by  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  case  of  Smith  v,  Richmond 
(A.C.  1899,  448).  Accordingly,  it  may 
be  said  that  if  a  farm  used  in  part  for 
poultry  and  egg  production  comprises 
land  used  as  arable,  meadow,  or  pasture 
ground  only,  the  land  so  used  will  be 
agricultural  land,  uot withstanding  its 
association  with  the  other  industry. 
Allotments  used  for  poultry  and  egg 
production  would  also  appear  to  be 
agricultural  land  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  ^ 

Eating  of  Chapels  and  Schools. 

Mr.  button  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Morley) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
is  aware  of  recent  decisions  of  Courts 
of  Law  which  seriously  affect  the  religious 
and  social  work  carried  on  in  association 
with  chapels,  churches,  and  Sunday 
schools ;  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  steps  to  remove  the  present  un- 
certainty;  and  whether  he  will  issue 
a  Circular  of  instructions  to  local 
authorities  for  their  guidance,  or  whether 
he  will  undertake  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion to  remove  present  difficulties. 

r  (Answered  hy  Mr,  John  Burns.)  I 
presume  that  my  hon.  friend  refers  to 


questions  as  to  the  rating  of  chapels 
and  schools  not  exclusively  appropriated 
to  public  religious  worship  or  not  used 
exclusively  as  Sunday  schools.  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  local  authorities 
generally  are  unaware  of  the  law  on 
the  subject,  and  I  do  not  think  I  could 
give  any  undertaking  to  introduce  legis- 
lation on  the  subject.  I  will,  however, 
consider  the  suggestion  as  to  a  Circular. 

Edenbridge  Small  Holdings  Applicatioo. 
Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley)  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  David  NichoUs, 
a  labourer  occupying  a  cottage,  at  5s- 
a  week,  near  Edenbridge,  in  Kent,  who, 
after  making  an  application  for  land 
under  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 
Act,  is  about  to  be  evicted  from  his 
cottage ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
farmer  applying  for  the  eviction  ad- 
mitted in  cross-examination  that  David 
Nicholls  had  paid  his  rent  regularly 
and  was  a  decent  and  respectable  man ; 
that  no  satisfactory  reason  was  given 
by  the  farmer  for  the  course  which, 
he  is  taking,  and  that  his  action  is 
generally  believed  to  be  entirely  due 
to  the  application  made  by  Nicholls 
for  land  under  the  Small  Holdings  and 
Allotments  Act,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  the 
man  lives  many  of  the  existing  cottages 
are  already  overcrowded  and  insanitary, 
and  there  are  no  other  cottages  available 
at  a  rent  which  labourers  can  pay,  so 
that  eviction  is  greatly  dreaded ;  and 
whether  the  (Jovemment  proposes  to 
take  any  action  in  the  Housing  Bill, 
or  otherwise,  to  deal  with  cases  of  this 
kind. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  John  Burns.)  My 
attention  has  not  been  called  to  this 
particular  case,  but  as  regards  the  last 
part  of  the  Question  I  may  say  that 
I  hope  and  believe  that  the  result  of 
the  Bill  will  be  that  cottages  will  be 
provided  by  local  authorities  where  they 
are  required,  and  that,  consequently, 
in  any  such  case  as  that  mentioned 
the  tenant  will  be  able  to  obtain  another 
suitable  dwelling. 

Hired  Hen  at  West  India  Dock  Stores. 
Mr.  W.   T.  WILSON:     To  ask  the- 

First   Lord   of   the   Admiralty  whether 
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he  is  aware  that  three  hired  men  em- 
ployed in  the  Naval  Stores,  Officers' 
Department,  West  India  Docks,  who 
are  continuously  engaged  on  carpenters' 
and  joiners'  work,  are  paid  at  the  rate 
of  27s.  per  week,  whilst  the  London 
district  rate  for  this  class  of  work  is 
42s.  per  week ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  undertaking  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  1st  March,  1906,  to  pay  the 
standard  rate  of  wages  to  their  em- 
ployees, he  will  take  steps  to  raise  the 
wages  of  these  men  to  the  standard 
rate  of  the  district. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
men  are  not  engaged  on  joiners'  work 
but  on  rough  carpentry,  such  as  the 
erection  and  alteration  of  racks  in  the 
storehouses,  and  the  repair  of  packing 
cases,  etc.  Only  one  man  is  continuously 
employed  on  this  class  of  work,  and 
he  is  paid  33s.  per  week. 

Boyal  Dockyard  Joiners. 
Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON:  To  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  very  large  percentage 
of  the  joiners  employed  in  the  Director 
of  Works  Department  at  the  royal 
dockyards  are  paid  from  Is.  to  2s.  6d. 
per  week  less  wage  than  is  paid  by  the 
builders  in  the  towns  where  the  royal 
dockyards  are  situated ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  raise  the  wages  of 
those  men  to  at  least  the  same  rate 
as  that  paid  by  the  builders. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
general  question  of  the  pay  of  workmen 
in  the  Works  Department  is  now  being 
considered  by  the  Admiralty,  and  a 
decision  on  this  and  various  other  grades 
of  labour  will  shortly  be  promulgated. 

Londoiiderry  Qnay  Larceny  Case. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  case  heard  on  16th  July  at  Derry 
Petty  Sessions,  in  which  three  men  were 
charged  with  the  larceny  of  a  bottle 
of  porter,  value  3d.,  and  returned 
ior  trial  at  the  Assizes  on  bail ;  whether 
he  could  state  what  has  been  the  cost 
of  this  prosecution  up  to  the  present ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  trivial 
Jiature  of  the  case,  he  will  advise  that 


some    other    method    be    adopted    for 
dealing  with  similar  cases  in  future. 

{Ansipered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  three 
men  referred  to  were  charged  with 
stealing  porter,  of  the  estimated  value 
of  3d.,  from  a  barrel  which  was  stored 
in  a  shed  on  the  quays  in  Londonderry. 
The  accused  did  not  plead  guilty  or 
consent  to  be  dealt  with  summarily, 
and  therefore  the  magistrates  had  no 
power  to  deal  with  the  case  summarily. 
The  prosecution  was  at  the  suit  of  the 
Derry  Harbour  Commissioners,  and  there- 
fore no  expenditure  from  public  funds 
has  been  incurred.  Persons  accused 
of  petty  larceny  have  the  right  to  b<» 
tried  by  a  jury  if  they  so  elect. 

Richmond  Boyal  Houses. 
Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College):  To 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
who  are  the  tenants  of  Pembroke  Lodge, 
Thatched  House  Lodge,  and  East  Sheen 
Cottage,  Richmond  Park,  on  which 
£1,990  will  be  expended  in  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1909 ;  and  of  White 
Lodge,  Richmond  Park,  on  which  £410 
will  be  spent  in  the  same  time;  what 
rents  aire  paid  by  these  tenants ;  if  no 
rents  are  paid,  who  has  the  nomination 
of  the  occupants ;  are  any  rates  paid  to 
any  of  the  neighbouring  borougl)^  or  to 
the  county ;  and  will  he  in  future  offer 
these  houses  to  the  highest  bidder  of  the 
public,  so  that  the  outlay  on  them  may 
be  reimbursed  to  the  nation. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  The 
houses  mentioned  in  the  Question  are 
"  grace  and  favour  "  residences  in  the 
possession  and  in  the  gift  of  the  King. 
The  Office  of  Works  have  no  concern  in 
the  matter  except  as  regards  structural 
repairs,  as  in  the  case  of  other  palaces. 

Coal  Carriage  Wastage  Allowance. 
Mr.  hedges  (Kent,  Tonbridge) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  now  sav  what  conclusion 
has  been  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the 
withdrawal  by  the  railway  companies  of 
free  carriage  of  a  wastage  allowance  on 
coal  freights. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  endeavoured  to 
effect   :  n   amicable   settlement    of   this 
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question,  but  T  regret  to  say  that  this  has 
not  been  found  possible.  The  Board 
have  therefore  issued  the  necessary  certi- 
ficate under  Section  1  of  The  Railway 
and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1894,  to  enable  the 
complainants  to  take  the  case  before  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Commission. 

Census  of  Production. 
Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  can  state  at  what  date  are  the  Re- 
turns to  be  made  in  connection  with  the 
contemplated  census  of  production ;  if 
all  the  forms  to  be  filled  in  by  traders  and 
producers  have  been  issued  ;  and,  if  not, 
at  what  date  will  the  remaining  forms  be 
ready  for  issue. 

.  {Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  As 
provided  in  the  Census  of  Production 
Act,  persons  receiving  schedules  are  given 
a  period  of  three  months  after  the  issue 
of  each  schedule  within  which  to  make 
returns.  The  schedules  are  being  issued 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  schedules  for 
coal  mines  and  the  majority  of  those  for 
factories,  builders,  and  contractors  have 
already  been  issued  and  the  remainder 
will  be  issued  very  shortly.  The  issue  of 
the  schedules  appropriate  to  workshops, 
which  will  be  in  a  somewhat  simpler 
form,  ^ill  thn  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 

Royalties  in  Patents. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  income  derived  from  royalties 
on  patents  is  treated  for  purposes  of 
incom>tax  as  earned  or  unearned  in- 
come ;  and  whe-her  any  distinc  tion  is 
made  between  such  income  and  income 
derived  from  copyrights.   . 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  that  such  income  is  treated  as  \m- 
oarned.  No  distinction  is  made  tetween 
income  derived  from  royalties  on  patents 
and  income  derived  from  copyrights, 
save  when  the  latter  is  received  by  the 
author  himself  whilst  he  is  still  exercising 
the  vocation  of  an  author,  in  which  case 
it  is  treated  as  earned  income. 

National  Bevenues. 
Mr.  WATT  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  what  were  the  contribu- 


tions to  the  revenue  per  head  of  the 
population  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  respectively,  for  the  year  1907- 
1908. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
amounts  contributed  to  the  revenue  in 
the  financial  year  1907-1908  per  head  of 
population  were — 


£  s.    d. 

England  and  Wales 

.  3  12     9 

Scotland     - 

-  3    7     8 

Ireland 

.  2    3  11 

Hotel  Licences. 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.  W.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  steps  will  be  taken 
in  the  compilation  of  licensing  statistics 
in  future  to  show  the  number  of  hotel 
licences  granted  in  each  year  in  Scotland 
upon  a  justice's  or  magistrate's  certificate 
for  six  days. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I 
am  considering  whether  it  is  possible  to 
keep  a  record  for  future  reference  of  the 
information  desired  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Hindu  Temples  and  Hahomedan  HosQueg. 
Mr.  REES:  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
Grovemment  of  India  inherited  from  its 
predecessors  in  title  large  endowments 
for  the  upkeep  and  repair  of  Hindu 
temples  and  Mahomedan  mosques,  which 
they  were  compelled  by  the  Government 
at  home  to  make  over  to  the  management 
of  committees,  appointed  ad  hoc,  after 
resorting  to  the  necessary  legislation ; 
and  whether,  since  this  action  gave 
dissatisfaction  in  India  which  exists  to 
the  present  day,  there  is  any  prospect 
that  the  Gbvemment  vnW  reconsider  the 
present  unsatisfactory  position  in  this- 
behalf. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  Under 
the  old  Regulations  of  the  Bengal, 
Madras,  and  Bombay  Codes,  Govern- 
ment ofiicers  were  charged  with  the  duty 
of  supervising  the  proper  application  of 
the  endowments  granted  by  former  rulers 
for  the  support  of  mosques,  Hindoo 
temples,  and  other  religious  purposes. 
In  1863  an  Act  was  pafised,^]^,^^^^.,  for 
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the  transfer  of  these  duties  to  trustees, 
themselves  professing  the  religions  for 
the  maintenance  of  whose  services  the 
endowments  were  granted.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  does  not  accept  the 
statement  in  the  Question  that  the 
Government  of  India  are  compelled  by 
the  Government  at  home  to  "carry 
through  this  legislation."  The  principle 
of  non-interference  with  the  religious 
observances  of  the  people  is  one  of  the 
settled  principles  of  Indian  administra- 
tion. Various  proposals,  chiefly  in  Mad- 
ras, have  since  been  made  for  giving  the 
public  interested  in  these  endowments 
greater  facilities  for  enforcing  the  due 
application  by  the  trustees  of  funds 
wluch  should  be  devoted  to  religious 
purposes,  but  the  projects  laid  before  the 
Government  have  generally  proved  open 
to  objections  which  have  been  fatal  to 
them.  There  is,  however,  a  Bill  now 
before  the  legislative  council  of  the 
Governor- General,  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Dr.  Rashbehary  Ghose  on  20hbh  March 
last,  for  giving  greater  facilities  to  the 
public  for  calling  for  and  inspecting  the 
accounts  of  public  charities,  including 
trusts  of  a  reUgious  nature.  My  hon. 
friend  will  find  the  Bill  and  the  debate 
which  attended  its  introduction  printed 
in  the  Gazette  of  India  for  March  last, 
which  is  in  the  Library  of  the  House. 

Dmmkeerin  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr  F.  MEEHAN  (Leitrim,  N.)  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  had  taken  any  action  with 
a  view  of  reinstating  Peter  D.  Kelly,  an 
evicted  tenant  on  the  West  estate, 
Drumkeerin,  County  Leitrim ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  they  will  soon  do  so. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  received  Peter 
Kelly's  application  for  reinstatement  on 
the  15th  instant  only,  and,  having  regard 
to  the  large  nimiber  of  prior  applications 
which  have  to  be  considered,  they  cannot 
say  when  they  will  be  able  to  inquire  into 
the  case. 

Belcoo  Loan  Fnnd  Company. 
Mr.  p.  MEEHAN  :    To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord-Lieutenant    of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  number 


of  poor  people  in  the  district  of  Glenf  erne, 
County  Leitrim,  have  been  decreed  for 
money  borrowed  from  the  Loan  Fund 
Company,  Belcoo  and  Enniskillen,  County 
Fermanagh,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  in  many  instances  the  money  had 
been  repaid  and  receipts  produced; 
whether  the  police  in  the  district  are  in 
possession  of  warrants  to  execute  decrees 
in  connection  with  the  same  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  would  direct  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  matter  before  the  police 
proceed  to  collect  the  amounts  of  the  said 
decrees. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  The  police 
have  received  sixty-four  warrants  for 
execution  upon  decrees  obtained  at  the- 
suit  of  the  receiver  of  the  Belcoo  and 
Ennisldllen  loan  fund  societies  against 
borrowers  and  their  sureties,  many  of 
whom  allege  that  they  have  paid  portions 
of  the  debts.  The  police  have  been 
instructed  that,  in  every  case  in  which 
such  allegation  is  made,  they  should 
communicate  with  the  receiver  before 
executing  the  warrant,  and  should  then 
proceed  as  directed  by  the  receiver,  who 
is  responsible  for  any  action  that  may  be 
taken  for  enforcement  of  the  warrants. 

Haghery  Sports. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  party  of  Catholic  excursionists  on 
their  way  from  Armagh  to  the  scene  of 
some  sports  at  Maghery,  on  Sunday,, 
5th  July,  instant,  were  groaned  at  and 
insulted  by  a  crowd  of  Orangemen,  wha 
waved  Orange  emblems  and  shouted  that 
they  would  attack  the  excursionists  on 
their  way  back,  that  the  route  back  of  the 
excursionists  was  arranged  between  the 
police  inspector  and  one  of  the  former^ 
and  that  the  route  was  strewn  with 
broken  glass  and  many  of  the  excur- 
sionists' cycles  injured  thereby  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  Canary  Orange  Hall 
100  or  so  of  the  Orangemen  assembled^ 
armed  with  pitchforks,  spades,  and  crow- 
bars ;  whether,  when  half  the  excur- 
sionists had  passed  the  Hall,  shots  were 
fired  at  them,  several  pellets  striking  the 
horses  and  the  brakes,  to  the  great 
alarm  of  the  women  and  children,  and 
that  on  the  same  day  an  attack  was  made 
on  a  car  conveying  one  of  the  exciy:sipAists 
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for  medical  treatment ;  whether  any 
Arrests  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  these  occurrences,  or  whether  the 
police  have  made  any  report  concerning 
them ;  and  what  action  will  he  taken  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  scenes. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrelh)  The  police 
authorities  inform  me  that  on  Sunday, 
5th  July,  a  party  of  Catholic  excursionists 
proceeded  from  Armagh  to  Maghery,  but 
were  not  interfered  with  by  Orangemen 
on  the  way,  although  some  contingents 
passed  through  exclusively  Orange  locali- 
ties. At  one  of  these  places  a  crowd  had 
assembled  at  the  Orange  Hall,  but  the 
police  arranged  with  the  excursionists 
that  there  should  be  no  drumming  while 
passing  through  this  locality,  with  the 
result  that  there  was  no  disturbance. 
When  the  excursionists  reached  Canary 
on  the  return  journey,  a  crowd  of  Orange- 
men, some  of  whom 
opposed  their  passage. 


unfit  for  human  habitation,  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  secure  a  cottage  for  this  labourer. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  scheme 
of  the  rural  district  council  has  not  yet 
been  received  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Assuming  that  the  case  of 
Michael  Delany  is  included  in  the  scheme, 
it  will  be  fully  considered  by  the  inspector 
who  will  hold  the  necessary  inquiry- 


National  Education  Board  Secretaries* 
Mr.    DELANY:    To   ask   the   Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord-Lieutenant    of 
Ireland    whether    he     is    aware     that 
fully  one-half   of  the  time  of  the  two 
secretaries  of    the  National  Education 
Board    is  spent  in  writing  purely  for- 
mal   and  oftentimes   useless  letters   to 
managers,  teachers,  and  others,  and  that 
an   ordinary   minute    or   memorandum 
had   pitchforks,  i  form     would      frequently    answer     the 
The  police  and  I  purpose  much  better ;    and,  seeing  that 


the  leaders  on  both  sides  arranged  that ;  if  the  latter  course  were  more  generally 
there  should  be  no  band  playing  by  the  j  adopted  the  curtailment  of  secretarial 
excursionists,    who  then  passed   unmo-  ;  work  thereby  effected  would  allow  of  the 


lested.  After  the  party  had  passed  and 
were  out  of  range  several  shots  were  fired 
by  the  Orange  party,  out  of  bravado, 
but  the  shots  could  not  have  reached  the 
horses  and  brakes.  The  police  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  attack  made  upon  a  car. 
It  is  the  fact  that  broken  glass  was  strewn 
on  the  roads  in  a  few  places.  The  police 
authorities  state  that  this  was  the  first 
occasion  on  which  a  Nationalist  procession 
had  passed  by  this  route.  The  attitude 
of  the  opposing  party  at  Canary  was 
menacing,  but  nothing  took  place  which 
would  warrant  a  prosecution.  The  police 
did  everything  that  was  possible  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  protect  the 
excursionists,  and  they  appear  to  have 
done  so  with  success,  seeing  that  no 
injury  has  been  reported. 

Mountmellick  Labourers'  Cottage. 

Mr.  DELANY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  site  selected  by  the 
committee  of  the  Mountmellick  Rural 
District  Council  for  a  cottage  and  plot  for 
Michael  Delany,  Ballina,  Ardderin  elec- 
toral division,  has  been  fixed  on  demesne 
lands ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
<3abin  at  present  occupied  by  Delany  has 
been  condemned  by  the  medical  officer  as 


abolition  of  the  position  of  one  or  other 
of  these  officers,  and  the  consequent 
saving  of  his  salary  of  £800  a  year, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  having  this  course  adopted. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  I  have 
referred  this  Question  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education,  who 
inform  me  that  they  have  nothing  to  add 
to  the  very  full  information  given  in  my 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question  on 
this  subject  on  13th  July. 

Leslie  Estate,  Ballbay. 
Mr.  McKEAN  (Monaghan,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why,  under  the 
sale  and  purchase  of  the  Leslie  estate,  at 
Ballybay,  in  the  county  of  Monaghan, 
the  agreements  for  which  have  been  duly 
signed,  it  is  not  proposed  to  reinstate 
David  M'Clean,  of  Derryvalley,  a  tenant 
who  was  evicted  ten  years  ago  from  his 
holding  because  he  refused  to  pay  an 
increase  of  rent. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  the  lands 
in  which  David  M'Clean  claims  reinstate- 
ment consist  of  a  town  park,  and  therefore 
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do  not  come  within  the  provisions  of 
Section  2  (1)  (d)  of  the  Act  of  1903. 
Moreover,  the  applicant  himself  was  not 
the  evicted  tenant,  but  his  brother,  George 
M'Clean,  who  is  now  in  America.  The 
Commissioners  have  decided  that  in  any 
event  the  case  is  not  one  in  which  they 
can  take  action. 

BelfiEtst  Lough  Foreshore. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  by  whose 
authority  some  sixteen  men  who  have 
been  earning  their  living  by  lifting  sand 
on  the  Whiteabbey  foreshore  of  Belfast 
Lough  have  been  forbidden  to  do  so  in 
future  ;  whether  he  •is  aware  that  the 
consequence  of  this  prohibition  is  that 
these  men  and  their  wives  and  families 
have  been  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
starvation  ;  and  whether  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  taking  action  in  the 
matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill,)  As  the 
foreshore  referred  to  is  under  the  manage- 
ment partly  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
partly  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests  my  right  hon.  friend  has  requested 
me  to  answer  this  Question.  Complaints 
were  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
injury  to  the  adjacent  land  was  being 
caused  by  the  removal  of  materials  from 
the  foreshore  under  their  management, 
and  they  have  accordingly  given  in- 
structions to  their  local  officer  to  warn 
those  found  removing  such  materials  that 
no  removal  should  take  place  without  the 
permission  of  the  Board.  I  have  •  no 
information  as  regards  the  particular 
cases  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  but 
if  any  application  for  permission  to 
remove  materials  is  made  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  they  will  consider  whether  it 
can  be  granted,  and,  if  so,  under  what 
conditions. 

Milford  Estate,  Ballinrobe. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  8.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Mil- 
ford  estate,  parish  of  Blilmaine,  Ballin- 
robe Union,  has  been  offered  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  or  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  sale  ;  and,  if  so,  how 
many  years  pii^hase  has  been  asked  by 


the   landlord,    how   many   o3ered,    and 
when  is  the  bargain  likely  to  be  closed. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU,)  The  Milford 
estate,  which  belongs  to  Mr.  C.  C.  Ormsby,. 
was  offered  for  sale  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  in  May,  1905,  but  the 
Board  decided  not  to  purchase  it,  seeing 
that  it  is  situated  in  a  non-congested 
district.  The  owner  has  since  instituted 
proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the  property 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners  under 
Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1903.  The  Com- 
missioners will  have  the  estate  inspected 
as  soon  as  the  case  reaches  its  turn  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  in  the  meantime  no 
statement  as  to  price  can  be  made. 

Tanderagee  Labourers'  Cottages. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  applications  for  labourers'  cottages 
lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  Tanderagee 
Rural  District  Coimcil,  before  7th  Febru- 
ary, 1907  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
council  passed  fifteen  of  the  applications 
and  formulated  a  scheme ;  that,  on 
inquiry  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  Local 
Government  Board  inspector,  the  number 
was  reduced  to  five,  and  will  he  say  what 
was  the  reasoiftkssigned  for  this  reduction; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  disease,  and 
particularly  tuberculosis,  is  prevalent 
in  the  district,  and  was  attributed  by  the 
medical  officer  and  the  inspector,  in  their 
evidence,  to  the  bad  and  insufficient 
housing  accommodation  of  the  labourers  ;. 
whether  the  inspector  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  district  before  he  held  the  inquiry  r 
and  whether  he  will  make  an  inquiry  into 
the  whole  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birr  ell,)  The  number 
of  applications  lodged  was  twenty-nine, 
and  of  these  the  council  passed  fifteen. 
The  reasons  given  by  the  inspector  for 
disallowing  ten  of  the  proposed  cottages^ 
were  communicated  to  the  council  on  6th 
March,  as  follows  :  In  five  of  the  cases 
the  applicants  were  already  living  in  good 
houses  ;  in  three  others  the  sites  selected 
were  unsuitable ;  in  one  case  the  pro- 
posed site  was  on  a  small  holding  of  five 
acres  ;  and  in  the  remaining  case  the 
applicant  was  not  an  agricultural  labourer- 
Evidence   to   the   effect   stated   in    the^ 
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Question  was  given  by  the  medical 
officer,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
inspector  expressed  any  opinion  on  the 
subject.  '  Sd  far  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  aware,  the  district  council  have 
not  taken  exception  to  the  inspector's 
decision.  The  question  of  making  a  new 
scheme  to  provide  dwellings  for  labourers 
who  may  be  living  in  insanitary  houses 
is  one  for  the  consideration  of  the  council 
in  the  first  instance. 

Hop  Report. 

Mr.  ESSEX:  To  ask  the  Prime 
Mihister  whether  he  proposes,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Report  of  the 
'Select  Committee  upon  the  Hop  Industry, 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  prohibiting  the  use  of 
hop  substitutes  in  the  brewing  of  beer 
in  this  country. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  Yes, 
Sir,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  prohibit 
by  law  the  use  of  hop  substitutes  in  the 
brewing  of  beer  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
A  Bill  for  the  purpose  will  be  introduced 
at  an  early  date  provided  general  assent 
is  secured  to  put  it  through  during  the 
autumn  session. 


iQUBSTIONS  IN  THf  HOUSE. 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 
Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
-State  for  War  what  powers,  if  any,  he 
possesses  to  prevent  the  erection  of 
Marconi  apparatus  on  private  premises 
that  might  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  information. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  possesses  no 
such  powers.  The  control  of  wireless 
telegraphy  is  in  peace  vested  in  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  issues  licences, 
and  in  war  with  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD:  Is  it  not 
desirable  the  War  Office  should  have 
some  control  over  this  matter  ] 

Mr.  haldane  :  It  seems  to  me 
4nore  important  for  the  Admiralty. 


Territorial  Force  and  the  Civil  Power. 
Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  terms  of  enlistment 
under  the  Territorial  Army  Act  would 
enable  the  Territorial  Forces  to  be  used 
in  the  aid  of  the  civil  power. 

Mr.  haldane  :  The  terms  of  en- 
listment do  not  enable  the  Territorial 
Force  to  be  specially  called  out  in  aid  of 
the  civil  power.  The  nature  of  their 
liability  when  under  military  law  was 
fully  explained  by  me  in  debate  on  Army 
Estimates  of  5th  March. 

6th  Batt.  Eoyal  Highlanders. 
Mr.  W.  THORNE :  I  beg  to  ask  tho 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  is  aware 
that  under  the  Territorial  Army  Forces 
Acl,  the  6th  Battalion  Royal  Highlanders, 
formerly  the  4th  Volunteer  Battalion 
Royal  Highlanders,  Perth,  under  the 
scheme  should  be  1,000  strong  and  only 
about  400  men  have  joined,  and  this  only 
for  one  year;  if  he  is  aware  that 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  in  the 
absence  of  Sir  R.  D.  Moncrieflfe,  Baronet, 
at  camp  on  Wednesday,  15th  July, 
paraded  the  men  and,  in  the  course  of  an 
address,  asked  them  to  support  the  new 
Army  scheme,  and  at  the  close  called 
upon  those  willing  to  serve  for  four  years 
to  step  forward,  and  out  of  179  men  on 
parade  only  1 0  signified  their  intention  of 
serving  the  four  years  term,  and  that 
number  consisted  entirely  of  non- 
commissioned officers;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  provisions  of  the  Territorial 
Army  Act,  he  intends  taking  any  action 
to  prevent  such  methods  of  attempting  to 
get  men  to  join  for  a  long  term. 

Mr.  haldane  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  incident  mentioned,  but  on  the  facts 
as  stated  in  the  Question  I  do  not  consider 
that  the  action  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell  was  in  any  way  open  to  reproach. 
On  the  contrary  I  think  that  such  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Commanding  Officer, 
whether  fruitful  or  not,  is  much  to  be 
commended.  In  other  cases  similar 
appeals  ha/e  led  many  men  to  come 
forward. 

Fife  Imperial  Yeomanry—Oase  of 

Private  Bennie. 

Mr.  KEIR   HARDIE:    (Merthyr 

Tydfil) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 

State   for    War    whethe^  he   can  state 
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the  number  of  occasions  on  which 
Private  Rennie,  of  the  Fife  and  Forfar 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  was  put  on  fatigue 
duty  during  the  training  period  at 
Annsmuir  this  year;  whether  two  days 
after  his  arrest  for  alleged  disobedience 
he  was  taken  to  the  orderly  room,  when 
Captain  Jury,  the  Adjutant,  and  Sergeant- 
Major  Vine,  the  regimental  sergeant,  took 
the  evidence  of  Lieutenant  Hutchinson 
and  Sergeant  Storrer  against  Rennie; 
whether,  on  Rennie  asking  for  time  to 
prepare  his  defence  and  lead  evidence  on 
his  own  behalf,  he  was  informed  by 
Captain  Jury  that  he  would  be  allowed 
to  do  so  all  in  good  time ;  whether,  despite 
this  promise,  he  was  on  the  following 
evening,  without  having  had  an  oppor 
tunity  of  saying  a  word  or  leading 
evidence  on  his  own  behalf,  drummed  out 
of  the  camp ;  whether  he  was  thus  sent 
away  without  receiving  allowance  for  his 
horse  or  his  own  pay,  and  had  in  con- 
sequence to  borrow  money  to  pay  his 
train  fare  home  to  Methil ;  and  whether 
he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
Rennie's  allegation  that  Sergeant  Storrer 
had  a  violent  dislike  to  him,  and  kept 
liim  almost  continually  on  fatigue  duty 
•during  the  whole  training,  and  thus  pro- 
voked him  into  the  alleged  act  of 
-disobedience  for  which  he  was  dismissed. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Private  Rennie  was 
put  on  no  extra  fatigues  beyond  those  in 
-which  all  members  of  the  corps  took  part. 
After  Private  Rennie  had  been  remanded 
by  his  commanding  officer  for  trial  by 
court  martial,  the  summary  of  evidence 
was  taken  down  in  the  orderly  room  by 
the  Adjutant.  The  Sergeant-Major  would 
probably  have  been  present,  but  was  not 
concerned  in  the  taking  of  the  evidence 
of  Lieutenant  Hutchinson  and  Sergeant 
Storrer.  Private  Rennie  did  not  ask  for 
time  to  prepare  his  defence,  or  to  lead 
evidence  on  his  own  behalf.  He  had  the 
opportunity  of  questioning  the  witnesses 
against  him,  and  took  advantage  of  it  in 
the  case  of  Lieutenant  Hutchinson.  After 
the  summary  of  evidence  had  been  taken 
Private  Rennie  was,  as  is  customary, 
informed  by  the  Adjutant  that  when 
before  the  court  martial  he  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  saying  anything  he 
wish^  in  hia  defence.  The  application 
for  trial  was  forwarded  to  the  General 
Officer  commanding,  who  considered  that 
the  case  should  be  dealt  with  summarily 
hy  the  Commanding  Officer.     The  Com- 


manding Officer  decided  to  dismiss  Private 
Rennie  from  the  corps  publicly,  and  as 
Private  Rennie  did  not  deny  the  charge, 
and  as  the  evidence  was  quite  decisive, 
that  officer  did  not  consider  it  necessary 
again  to  ask  the  accused  if  he  had  any- 
thing to  urge  in  his  defence.  Private 
Rennie's  horse  allowance  has  been  paid  to 
the  owner  of  the  horse  by  the  Squadron 
Commander,  who  holds  a  receipt  for  the 
same.  Private  Ronnie's  pay  has  been 
remitted  to  him,  and  his  Squadron  Officer 
gave  him  the  money  for  his  fare  (10s.). 
The  money  was  not  lent  to  Private 
Rennie.  The  Commanding  Officer  has 
inquired  into  the  alleged  animosity  on 
the  part  of  Sergeant  Storrer  against 
Private  Rennie,  both  amongst  the  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  can 
find  nothing  to  justify  the  allegation. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  May  I  ask  why 
Private  Rennie  had  no  opportunity  of 
laying  his  side  of  the  case  before  tho 
War  Office  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  His  case  has  been 
laid  before  the  War  Office  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  But  cannot 
Private  Rennie  himself  be  allowed  to 
state  his  case  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No  ;  the  whole 
matter  has  been  carefully  considered. 

Officers'  Quarters  on  Foreign  Service. 

Mr.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  on  what  basis  the  amount  of  rent 
charged  by  the  Government  to  officers 
on  foreign  service  is  fixed,  and  whether 
it  bears  any  and  what  relation  to  the 
original  cost  of  the  houses  in  which  the 
officers  are  quartered ;  whether  in  fixing 
or  in  maintaining  rents  which  have  been 
fixed  in  years  gone  by  regard  is  had  to 
the  depreciation  in  value  of  such  houses 
resulting  from  the  lowerinsf  of  the  cost 
of  labour  or  materials,  or  by  wear  and 
tear,  or  by  other  causes  ;  whether  regard 
is  also  had  to  the  fact  that  officers  with 
their  families  have  frequently  no  altei  na- 
tive when  serving  abroad  but  to  accept 
GovernoQent  houses  at  whatever  price 
may  be  asked  for  them  ;  whether  the 
rent  charged  to  officers  is  on  such  a 
scale  as  to  involve  a  substantial  profit 
on  the  transaction ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
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the  War  Office  will  submit  a  statement 
to  Parliament  showing  the  profits  made 
out  of  rents  charged  to  officers ;  and 
whether  they  will  affirm  their  approval 
of  such  a  system. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Houses  are  provided 
to  a  limited  extent  in  certain  exceptional 
cases  abroad  for  those  officers  who,  not 
being  entitled  to  free  quarters,  find  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  private  accommo- 
dation on  reasonable  terms.  There  is 
no  compulsion  on  officers  to  occupy  these 
Grovemment  lettings.  The  rent  charged 
for  these  houses  is  based  on  the  scheme 
being  self-supporting;  the  South  Africa 
rentes  being,  for  instance,  arrived  at  on 
the  basis  of  interest  at  3  per  cent,  and 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  within 
forty  years  (the  estimated  life  of  the 
bungalows)  plus  the  cost  of  insurances 
and  maintenance.  In  addition,  there 
are  charges  for  water  and  sanitary 
services.  There  is  no  profit  to  public 
fimds  arising  out  of  the  transactions; 
the  Department  stands  to  lose  if  the 
lettings  are  not  taken  up.  The  total 
charges  are,  however,  under  revision. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us 
any  detailed  information  as  to  how  much 
has  been  paid  for  the  rent  of  these 
.  houses  since  our  troops  have  been  per 
manently  settled  in  South  Africa  ?  Will 
he  bear  in  mind  the  officers  have  no 
opportunity  of  getting  any  other  houses  1 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  am  afraid  that 
would  involve  a  long  inquiry  which  I 
should  be  reluctant  to  have  made  in 
view  of  the  labour  involved. 

Soldiers  and  Jury  Service. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  can  state  whether  officers  and  men 
of  the  Territorial  Force  are  exempt  from 
serving  on  any  jury,  and  whether  this 
exemption  extends  to  officers  and  men 
of  special  and  extra  special  battalions 
of  the  late  Militia;  and,  if  not,  can  he 
say  why  this  privilege  has  not  been 
extended  to  them ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  considerable  doubt  exists 
on  the  matter  at  present,  and  causes 
confusion  among  those  in  authority. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Officers  and  men 
of  the  Territorial  Force  are  exempt  from 


serving  on  any  jury.  Officers  of  the 
Special  Reserve  are  exempt  from  jury 
service  when  on  full  pay.  Non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men  of  the  Special 
Reserve  are  exempt  from  jury  service 
when  subject  to  military  law.  The 
Special  Reserve  are  treated  exactly  as 
the  Militia,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
doubt  or  confusion  on  the  subject. 

Captain  CRAIG:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  several  instances 
lately  men  while  out  on  training  were 
called  on  for  jury  service  and  informed 
that  they  were  not  exempted  1  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  have  this  answer 
circulated  for  the  information  of  all 
commanding  officers  1 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  he  thought  the 
mention  of  the  matter  in  that  House 
would  suffice. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  steps 
to  place  the  senior  service  on  an  equality 
in  this  matter  with  the  junior  service  1 

Mb.  HALDANE.  We  are  simply 
carrying  out  old  traditions. 

Captain  CRAIG:  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  in  one  case  the  men  are  exempt  all 
the  year  round  and  in  the  other'  only 
while  on  service  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  was  understood  to 
reply  that  the  Territorial  Officer  was 
doing  duty  all  the  year  round,  while  the 
Special  Reserve  was  only  on  service  at 
certain  periods. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  that  all 
members  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  have 
the  same  privileges  in  this  respect  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  more  numerous  the  ex- 
emptions the  greater  is  the  burden  on 
the  rest  of  the  community. 

British  Qarrisons  Abroad. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre-  ' 
tary  of  State  for  War  whether,  apart 
from  the  reduction  of  the  Sputh  African 
garrison,  any  further  withdrawal  of  troops 
from  foreign  or  colonial  stations  is 
contemplated. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  No,  Sir.^^^T^ 
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BeeroiW  Pay. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  why  a  boy  in 
the  Regular  Army  under  eighteen  years 
of  age  who  enlists  from  the  Special 
Reserve  is  to  receive  man's  pay,  whereas 
a  boy  of  the  same  age  entering  the  Army 
in  the  ordinary  way  only  receives  boy's 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  These  boys  enlisted 
from  the  Special  Keserve  have  done  five 
months  training  including  a  course  of 
musketry,  and  are  on  an  entirely  different 
footing  from  boys  enlisting  into  the  Army 
direct. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Does  the  richt  hon. 
Gentleman  think  that  six  months  in  the 
Special  Reserve  makes  a  boy  a  man  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  It  goes  a  very  long 
way  towards  doing  so. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  But  is  the  boy  then 
converted  into  a  man  fit  for  active 
service  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE'S  reply  was  inaudible. 

Officers  Training  Oorps  Oamp,  etc. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  will  be 
the  duration  of  the  annual  camp  training 
of  the  OflScers  Training  Corps  ;  what  form 
the  training  will  take  ;  and  what  will  be 
the  strength  of  the  unit  or  units  which 
will  be  trained  by  one  of  the  officers  from 
the  Regular  Forces  appointed  to  act  as 
adjutant. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  duration  of  the 
annual  camp  training  will  be  eight  to 
fifteen  days  for  University  contingents, 
and  eight  days  for  school  contingents. 
Officers  commanding  University  contin- 
gents make  their  own  arrangements 
with  General  Officers  Commanding -in- 
Chief,  and  if  possible  with  officers  com- 
manding other  University  contingents. 
School  contingents  will  join  camps 
formed  for  the  purpose  at  convenient 
centres.  Regular  officers  may  be  ap- 
pointed under  the  Officers  Training  Corps 
Regulations  to  command  camps,  or  such 
units  as  may  be  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  training  in  camp.  The  training  given 
will  be  entirely  connected  with  duti^^s  in 
the  field.      At  present  adjutants  have 
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been,  or  are  about  to  be,  appointed  to 
the  contingents  of  Oxford,  Cambridge, 
and  Edinburgh  Universities,  the  approxi- 
mate strength  of  these  contingents  being 
respectively  520,  530,  and  390.  Adju- 
tants will  be  appointed  to  other  Univer- 
sities or  groups  of  Universities,  as  may  be 
necessary,  having  regard  to  the  strength 
of  their  contingents,  their  proximity  to 
one  another,  and  the  number  of  public 
schools  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  the 
training  of  whose  contingents  adjutants 
will  be  called  on  to  assist. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Will  any  considerable 
expense  be  placed  on  the  members  of  this 
Officers  Training  Corps  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No.  We  have  pro- 
vided all  that  is  necessary,  and  there  will 
be  the  same  allowance  as  to  the  Regulars. 

Boyal  Engineer  Special  Reserve. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  why,  in  view 
of  his  decision  that  men  over  thirty-six 
years  of  age  are  not  suitable  for  active 
service  abroad,  a  man  is  permitted  to  re- 
enlist  into  the  Special  Reserve  of  the 
Royal  Engineers,  under  Army  Order  186 
of  1908,  up  to  thirty-five  years  of  age  for 
a  period  of  four  years. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  Good  tradesmen 
were  always  allowed  to  enlist  in  the 
Militia  Royal  Engineers  up  to  thirty-five 
years  of  age.  This  regulation  has  been 
extended  to  the  Royal  Engineers  Special 
Reserve  as  it  is  essential  that  there  should 
be  a  proportion  of  good  and  experienced 
tradesmen  in  these  units.  I  may  add 
that  these  Engineers  have  not  the  same 
war  strain  on  them  that  Cavalry, 
Artillery,  and  Infantry  have  to  endure. 

♦Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Surely  there  is  more 
strain  on  the  man  building  a  bridge  under 
fire  than  on  the  man  who  crosses  it  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Territorial  Regiment— Instructors'  Pay. 
MR.COCriRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  result  of  the  new  regulations 
for  the  payments  from  Association  funda 
to  instructors  on  the  permanent  stafi'  of 
Territorial  regiments  will  be  lo  reduce 
emoluments  of  the  instructors  eimjloyed 
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by  two  Ayrshire  battalions  from  £22  per 
annum  to  £6  10s. ;  and^  seeing  that  such 
reduction  will  be  regarded  by  the 
instructors  as  a  breach  of  contract, 
whether  he  will  arrange  to  continue  the 
present  scale  until  the  termination  of 
existing  contracts. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  No  rate  has  yet 
been  approved  pending  the  receipt  of 
revised  proposals  from  the  Association. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  continue  rates  paid 
by  Volunteer  corps  unless  they  are 
justified  by  the  conditions  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force  Corps.  The  permanent  staff 
are  not  serving  on  any  definite  contract — 
they  are  liable  at  any  time  to  be  reverted 
to  their  regular  unit.  The  hon.  Member 
is  referring  only  to  the  allowances  from 
Association  funds,  and  has  not  mentioned 
the  regular  pay  and  allowances  which,  if 
all  are  taken  in  cash,  amount  to  about 
43s.  weekly. 

Mr.  COCHRANE:  Will  there  be  any 
reduction  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  hope  it  will  be 
just  the  contrary.  Many  bad  systems 
have  grown  up,  and  the  matter  is  now 
being  properly  regulated. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Will  there  be  an 
appeal  to  the  County  Association  or  to 
the  War  Office  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  They  can  always 
revert  to  the  conditions  on  which  they 
came  into  the  Line. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  But  will  there  be  any 
appeal  1 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Practically,  no. 
We  shall  leave  the  matter  to  the 
Association. 

Inns  of  Court  Volunteers* 
Viscount  VALENTLA  (Oxford):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  why  the  27th  Battalion  County  of 
London  Regiment  (Inns  of  Court)  has  not 
received  official  recognition  as  a  unit  of 
the  Territorial  Force,  having  enlisted 
more  than  30  per  cent,  of  its  establish- 
ment; and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
convert  this  battalion  into  an  officers' 
training  corps. 


Mr.  HALDANE:  It  has  been  decided 
that  this  unit  shall  be  forthwith  recog- 
nised as  a  Territorial  Force  unit  as  con- 
templated by  the  Territorial  Force  estab- 
lishments. Kegulations  will  subsequently 
be  issued  for  the  organisation  of  the  unit 
as  an  officer's  training  unit  for  the  Terri- 
torial Force. 

Viscount  VALENTIA  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
though  the  Inns  of  Court  Regiment  is 
not  a  recognised  imit  of  the  Territorial 
Force,  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men  of  the  battalion  will 
be  entitled  to  pay  and  allowances  as 
such  during  their  forthcoming  camp  at 
West  Down,  Salisbury ;  and  whether 
those  composing  the  mounted  detachment 
will  be  granted  horse  allowance  for  hire 
and  forage  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  This  unit  will  camp 
as  a  Territorial  Force  unit,  the  officers 
and  men  recei\ing  pay  and  allowances  as 
Infantry.  The  Territorial  Force  establish 
ments  do  not  provide  for  a  mounted 
detachment.  In  accordance  however  with 
the  request  of  the  unit  the  men  who 
composed  the  Mounted  Infantry  detach- 
ment in  the  Volunteers  will  be  allowed 
this  year  to  train  as  mounted  men  and 
to  furnish  horses,  forage,  etc.,  without 
expense  to  the  public,  pending  a  settle- 
ment of  the  future  organisation  of  the 
unit. 

Woolwich  Common. 

Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
under  43  Geo.  3,  c.  35,  by  which  the 
Ordnance  authorities  acquired  certain 
lands  in  Woolwich,  all  common  of  pasture 
and  turbary  and  other  common  rights 
and  privileges  thereon  were  reserved,  he 
will  now  abandon  the  proposal  to  fence 
in  any  part  of  Woolwich  Common. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  My  hon.  friend  has 
been  misinformed.  The  Act  in  question 
contains  no  such  reservation. 

Mr.  crooks  quoted  the  words  from 
the  Act  in  regard  to  common  pasture  and 
turbary  and  asked  should  this  be  the 
subject  of  reference  to  the  Attorney- 
General. 
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Mr.  HALDANE  replied  that  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  to  refer  the  matter  to 
uxe  Attorney  -  General.  The  words  to 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  called  attention 
referred  to  common  rights  which  were 
bought  and  paid  for  long  ago. 

Lord  BAL CARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  asked  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  within  fifteen  months  there  had 
been  three  attempts  to  take  land  from  the 
common,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
reconsider  this  matter. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  he  could  not  do 
that.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
take  ground  for  training  a  company.  To 
encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  public 
would  be  the  last  thing  in  the  world  that 
he  would  wish,  but  he  was  bound  to  do 
what  he  could  to  secure  the  efficiency  of 
these  officers.  The  War  Office  had  bought 
and  paid  for  all  the  rights. 

•Mr.  CRCM3KS  asked  whether  these 
lands  were  not  the  waste  lands  of  the 
manor  of  Eltham. 

Mr.  HALDANE  repeated  that  all  the 
rights  were  bought  long  ago. 

The  Union  Jack. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  King's  Regulations  pro- 
vide that  the  Union  Jack  shall  be  flown 
at  certain  military  stations  on  anniver- 
saries and  other  occasions,  he  will  direct 
that  Empire  Day  shall  be  observed  as  an 
anniversary  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  replies  which  have  been  given 
to  the  House  on  previous  occasions  in 
reference  to  flying  flags  on  Empire  Day. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  what  was  the 
object  of  the  Government  in  smothering 
up  the  Empire  Day  movement. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  What  is  Empire  Day  1  I  do  not 
know  the  date  of  it,  and  I  do  not  care. 

British.  Officers  at  Foreign  Manoeuvres. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tOLTj  of  State  for  War  on  what  principle 


the  selection  of  officers  to  attend  foreign 
manoeuvres  is  based  ;  whether  any  grant 
is  made  to  defray  expenses .  and  whether 
extra  leave  beyond  the  ordinary  is  granted 
for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  As  a  rule  a  very 
limited  number  of  permissions  to  attend 
foreign  manoeuvres  are  available  and  a 
selection  has  to  be  made  from  the  very 
large  number  of  applicants  who  wish  to 
be  present.  In  selecting  officers  to  attend 
preference  is  given  to  those  who  have 
special  linguistic  or  professional  qualifica- 
tions. Grants  in  aid  of  travelling  ex- 
penses are  occasionally  made  and  attend- 
ance is  regarded  as  a  duty  and  not  as 
leave. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Do  thev  get  ordinary 
leave  in  addition  to  extra  leave  ? 

Mr.  HAI.DANE  :  Oh  yes. 

Grantham  Barracks. 
Lord  J.  JOICEY-CECIL  (Lincoln- 
shire, Stamford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  it  is  pro- 
posed to  use  the  barracks  of  the  late  4th 
Battalion  Lincohishire  Regiment  (Militia) 
at  Grantham,  Lincolnshire,  as  head- 
quarters for  the  Special  Reserve  recruits 
of  the  4th  Notts  and  Derby  Regiment. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  This  matter  is  at 
present  under  consideration. 

Territorial  Cyclists. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  how  many  of  the  cyclist 
battalions  of  the  Territorial  Eorce  have 
been  raised  and  recognised ;  and  what 
is  their  present  strength. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Eight  cyclist 
battalions  have  been  recognised  up  to 
the  present,  and  their  total  strength  on 
the  Ist  July  was  seventy-one  officers  and 
2,241  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men. 

Cyclist  Companies. 
Mr.  CARLILE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  absence  of  cyclist  com- 
panies from  the  infantry  battalions  of 
the  Territorial  Force  will  much  impair 
the  value  of  the  tgctijcajj^  training  it  is 
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possible  to  give  to  the  infantry,  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
making  provision  for  the  addition  of 
eyclist  companies  to  these  battalions. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  Army  Council ; 
has  decided  to  sanction  the  formation  in  ; 
each  battalion  of  Infantry,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Association,  of  a  cyclist 
section,  composed  of  one  officer,  2  non- 
commissioned officers  and  twelve  men. 
This  section  will  be  within  the  establish- 


my  hon.  friend  refers,  is  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
consultation  with  the  Governor;  and  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  make  any  state^ 
ment  with  regard  to  it  at  present. 

East  African  Protectorate. 
Sir  C.  hill  (Shewsbury) :  I  beg  tx> 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  labour  rules  re- 
ferred to  on  page  1  of  the  recent  corre- 
spondence relating  to  affairs  in  the  East 


ment  of  the  battalion,  and  will  receive  1  Africa  Protectorate  [Cd.  4122]  as  having 


the  same  rates  of  pay  as  the  rest  of  the 
battalion. 

Mr.  CAKLILE  asked  if  the  decision 
come  to  was  not  contrary  to  the  opinion 
held  by  nearly  all  commanding  officers. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  that  it  was  a 
matter  which  must  be  decided  by  the 
General  Staff. 

British  Force  at  Hatal. 
Mr.  G.  GOOCH  (Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  is 
the  number  of  Imperial  troops  at  the 
present  time  in  Natal ;  and  what  is  their 
annual  cost  to  the  British  taxpayer. 


Mr.  HALDANE :  There  are  at  the  ! 
present  time  rather  less  than  900  Imperial  i 
troops  in  Natal,  and  their  cost  is  approxi- 1 
mately  £70,000  a  year.  | 

Mr.      MACKARNESS      (Berkshire,  I 
Newbury) :     May    I    ask    whether    the ' 
presence  of  these  troops  does  not  operate 
to  support  the    Natal    Government   in 
maintaining  martial  law  ? 


been  fully  approved  by  the  Under- 
!  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  were 
i  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Secre- 
I  tary  of  State  before  promulgation. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  No,  Sir.   The  rule* 
were  promulgated  by  the  Gt)vernor  before 
j  submission  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

i      Mr.  ASHLEY :  Are  we  to  understand 
I  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  authority  to  approve  these  regula- 
tions without  consulting  the  noble  Lord  % 

I     Colonel  SEEL Y  :  I  do  not  think  we 
can  assume  that  at  all.    Perhaps  the  hon. 
I  Gentleman  will  address  a  Question  to  mj 
!  right  hon.  friend  on  the  subject. 


♦Mr.  speaker  :  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Hong  Kong— Loss  through  Government 
Opium  Po&cy. 
♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  what  loss  to  the 
finances  of  the  Colony  of  Hong  Kong 
will  be  caused  by  the  opium  policy 
imposed  upon  it  by  the  Colonial  Office  : 
and  what  compensation,  if  any,  from 
Imperial  revenues  will  be  paid. 


The  UNDER-SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Seely, 
Liverpool,  Abercromby):  The  whole 
question 


Land  Tenure  in  East  Africa. 
Sib  C.  HILL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  legislation  relating 
to  land  tenure  in  the  East  Africa  Pro- 
tectorate, which  is  indicated  in  the 
despatch  from  Lord  Elgin  of  the  19th 
March,  1908    (No.  9,  in  Cd.  4117),  has 

'  yet  been  introduced ;  whether,  if  so,  it 
has  met  with  approval  in  the  Protectorate; 
and  whether  the  Ordinance,  as  finally^ 
settled,  will  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

I 

I      Colonel  SEELY:    An   Ordinance   is 

;  being  drafted,  but  has  not  yet  been  intro- 

!  duc^  into  the  Legislative  CounciLK  The 

Ordinance,  when  passed,  will  be  included 

among  the  papers  relating  to  land  tenure 

in  East  Africa  Protectorate  which  wiU  be 

laid  before  Parliament  in  continuation  of 

,  the  papers  already  present. 

Mr.  REES  asked  if  somewhat  similar 
I  regulations  would  be  promulgated  for 
I  other  Protectorates  on  the  coast. 


Colonel   SEELY :    That  is  rather   a 
including  the  points  to  which  { large  Question  :  I  should  like  notice  of  it. 
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Soatli  African  OompeuMtioii  Fmid. 
Mb.  8TAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordsh  re, 
Kingswinford) .  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  correspondence  from  the 
High  Commissioner  in  South  Africa,  with 
ireference  to  the  amount  of  administration 
of  the  Compensation  Fund,  remained 
unanswered  for  several  months,  occasion 
ing  a  loss  of  £41,420  75.  Ud.  U>  the 
Imperial  Exchequer ;  and  whether  steps 
have  been  taken  to  expedite  replies  in 
-the  future  to  communications  received  by 
the  Colonial  Office. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  reference  is.  I 

Presume,  to  Section  10  of  the  Second 
leport  of  Public  Accounts  Committee 
Just  laid.  It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  any  loss  of  public  money  occurred  or 
that  any  additional  charge  was  thrown 
upon  the  Exchequer  through  the  action 
<A  the  Colonial  Office,  for  whatever  may 
have  been  the  merits  of  the  question 
^whether  administrative  expenses  could 
properly  be  charged  to  the  funi  the 
Colonial  Government  had  unquestionably 
full  power  to  spend  the  money  in 
increasing  the  compensation  pail  to 
protected  burghers.  I  would  refer  my 
hon.  friend  as  regards  this  compensation 
fund  to  the  Report  of  the  Central  Judicial 
Committee  printed  in  Cd.  3028.  I  must 
deny  that  there  was  improper  delay  in 
-the  matter  on  the  p'lrt  of  the  Colonial 
Office.  The  money  has  since  been  re- 
voted  by  Parliament. 

Portognese  East  Africans  in  the 
Transvaal  Mines* 

Mr.  STAVELEYHILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  signiog  their  labour 
•contracts,  the  native  labourers  for  the 
Transvaal  mines  recruited  in  Portuguese 
East  Africa  are  compulsorily  repatriated 
at  the  end  of  their  period  of  work ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
make  representations  to  the  Transvaal 
Government  with  a  view  of  altering  the 
necessity  of  repatriation. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  Answer  to 
l)Oth  parts  of  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion is  in  the  negative 

Dinizoln's  Salary. 
Mr.  MACKARNESS  :    I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary   of   State  for   the 


Colonies  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  )ias  been  called  to 
the  statement  made  on  3rd  June  by 
the  Attorney  •  General  that  the  le^I 
documents  which  passed  between  uie 
right. hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  and  the  Colony  of 
Natal,  in  1897,  showed  that  it  was 
literally  and  legally  the  case  that  the 
payment  of  the  salary  of  Dinizulu  wa6  a 
condition  of  the  incorporation  of  Zulu- 
land  with  Natal ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Natal  Gk)vernment 
have  imprisoned  Dinizulu  and  deprived 
him  of  his  salary,  without  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  has  been  brought  to 

the  notice  of  the  Natal  Government. 

^. 

Colonel  SILELY:  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  aware  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General,  and  I  would  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  telegrams  to  the 
Governor  which  he  will  find  in  the  Blue- 
book  which  is  being  distributed  to-day. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  What 
about  the  answers  from  the  Governor  in 
response  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  statement  to-morrow. 

Mr.  pike  PEASE  (Darlington) :  Are 
the  Natal  Government  aware  that  all 
sections  are  united  in  the  belief  that  the 
Government  are  in  honour  bound  to  pay 
Dinizulu's  salary) 

C0L0NE^  SEELY:  I  am  sure  that 
every  Member  of  the  House  will  be  glad 
to  hear  the  statement  from  the  front 
Opposition  bench,  that  there  is  such  a 
binding  obligation.  I  think  the  Natal 
Government  should  be  informed  that 
that  is  the  view  of  all  Members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS :  Have  the  Natal 
Government  expressed  any  dissent  from 
the  view  of  the  Attorney-General  1 


Colonel  SEELY 
that  till  to-morrow. 


I  had  better  leave 


Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing:^ :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government,  in  arriving  at  the  conclusion 
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to  pay  the  salary  to  Diiiizulu  in  dis- 
regard of  the  decision  of  the  Natal 
Government,  considered  the  effect  such 
action  would  have  upon  the  trial  now 
proceeding,  and  also  upon  the  status  and 
rights  of  a  self-governing  Colony  to 
manage  its  own  affairs  and  the  trial  of 
alleged  rebels. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Natal  Indemnity  Bill* 
Mr.  G.  greenwood  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Natal  Indemnity  Bill  has 
passed  both  Houses  of  the  Colonial 
legislature ;  whether  the  Government  are 
^ow  in  possession  of  the  terms  of  such 
Bill :  whether  those  terms  are  identical 
with  the  terms  of  The  Natal  Indemnity 
Act,  1906,  with  the  omission  of  Section  9 
of  that  Act ;  and  whether  he  will  lay  a 
copy  of  the  Bill  upon  the  Table  before 
the  debate  upon  the  Colonial  Office 
Vote. 

CoiX)NEL  SEELY  :  Yes,  Sir,  the 
Bill  has  passed.  It  is  similar  to,  but  not 
identical  with,  the  Act  of  1906,  the  pro- 
visions for  the  prospective  operation  of 
the  indemnity  being  omitted.  Details 
win  be  found  in  the  Papers  distributed 
to-day. 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Woodstock  division  of  Oxford- 
shire, I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  obligation  undertaken  by  the 
British  taxpayer  to  provide  Dinizulu's 
salary,  His  Majesty's  Government  will 
make  every  effort  to  secure  the  trial  or 
release  of  the  chief  without  further 
delay. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  Secretary  of 
State  understands  that  the  preliminary 
examination  is  practically  concluded,  so 
far  as  the  prosecution  is  concerned,  and  it 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  Dinizulu 
will  soon  be  brought  to  trial  or  released. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  in  a 
position  to  interfere  in  regard  to  the 
course  of  the  proceedings. 

I>iniznla*8  Trial. 
Mr.  MACKARNESS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 


whether  the  Secretary  of  State  has  been 
informed  by  the  Natal  Government  why 
it  is  necessary  to  examine  more  than  100 
witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  prosecution 
against  Dinizulu  before  formulating  any 
definite  charge  against  him  ;  and  whether 
he  can  give  any  approximate  date  when 
the  Attorney-General  of  Natal  will  con- 
sider that  sufficient  evidence  has  been 
laid  before  the  magistrate  to  enable  him 
to  decide  whether  the  prisoner  shall  be 
committed  for  trial  or  discharged. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  Governor 
telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
Saturday  last  that  the  Attorney-General 
has  informed  him  that  he  anticipates  that 
the  preliminary  examination  of  Dinizulu 
will  be  completed  as  far  as  the  prosecu- 
tion is  concerned  almost  immediately. 
The  Natal  Government  have  not  specifi- 
cally informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
thft  reasoQS  why  it  has  been  necessary  to 
examine  so  many  witnesses.  But  it  is 
clear  that,  ereatly  as  the  prolongation  of 
the  prelimmary  examination  is  to  be 
regretted,  it  would  be  unjust  to  Dinizula 
to  spring  upon  him  any  charge  at  the 
trial  which  had  not  been  exposed  to  him 
in  the  preliminary  examination ;  as  a. 
consequence  the  production  of  new  evi- 
dence has  rendered  a  multiplication  of 
witnesses  unavoidable.  Dinizulu's  counsel 
have  not  taken  any  legal  action  indicat- 
ing a  desire  that  the  preliminary  examina- 
tion should  be  closed 

Mr.  MACKARNESS :  Did  not  Dini- 
Zulu's  counsel  apply  that  the  magistrates 
should  be  removed  ? 

CoLONBL  SEELY  :  That  was  an  objec- 
tion to  the  personality  of  the  magistrate 
and  not  the  procedure. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  in  view  of  the  unprecedented 
length  of  the  preliminary  examination  to 
which  the  chief  Dinizulu  has  been  exposed 
in  Natal,  its  secret  character,  and  the  re« 
fusal  of  bail  to  the  prisoner,  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  inform  the  House  whether 
by  the  law  of  Natal  a  British  subject  is 
deprived  of  the  right  to  a  writ  in  the 
nature  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  where  he 
is  unjustly  detained  in  prison  ;  and,  if  he  is 
not  so  deprived,  whether  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  aware  of  any  reason  why  such  a. 
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writ  has  not  been  moved  for  on  behalf  of 
the  chief. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  does  not  exist,  I  understand,  in 
Natal,  but  there  is  an  analogous  procedure. 
For  such  a  procedure  to  be  successful  it 
would  be  necessary  to  show  that  the 
authority  under  which  the  prisoner  is 
detained  is  illegal  and  as  far  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  aware,  it  is,  and 
always  has  been,  open  to  the  prisoner,  if 
his  legal  advisers  consider  this  to  be  in 
his  interests,  to  take  steps  to  test  its 
legality.  I  presume  that  they  do  not 
advise  such  steps. 

Dinizala's  Trial— Oonstitntion  of  Special 
Court. 
Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  now  state  who  wiU  be  the 
members  of  the  special  court  appointed 
to  try  Dinizulu ;  and  by  what  law  and 
rules  of  evidence  the  court  will  be  bound 
at  the  trial. 

Colonel  SEELY:  No,  Sir,  I  regret 
that  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  say 
who  the  members  of  the  Court  will  be, 
but  full  information  with  regard  to  the 
composition  of  the  Court  will  be  found  in 
the  Papers  which  are  now  being  distri- 
buted. I  have  telegraphed  to  the  Natal 
Government  to  send  the  names  in  view 
of  to-morrow's  debate. 

Mr.  I^IACKARNESS :  Will  the  ordinary 
law  of  Natal  obtain  at  the  trial  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  answer  to  that 
will  be  found  in  the  text  of  the  Special 
Court  Bill. 

Alleged  Flogging  of  Witaesses. 
Me.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Miss  Colenso,  in  reply  to  a  statement  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Green,  Minister  of 
Railways  in  the  Natal  Government,  deny- 
ing the  flogging  of  natives  in  respect  to 
the  procuring  of  evidence  against  Dini- 
zulu, has  given  twenty-nine  cases  of 
flogging,  including  some  cases  of  the 
flogging  of  women,  in  addition  to  those 
officially  admitted  ;  and  whether  those 
cases  of  flogging  will  come  within  the 
purview  of  the  proposed  Indemnity  Act, 


and  their  perpetrators  become  immune 
from  punishment. 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  am  aware  that 
allegations  of  flogging  have  lately  been 
made  and  denied.  With  regard  to  Miss 
Colenso's  assertion  I  notice  that  accord- 
ing to  a  Press  telegram  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Natal  on  the  23rd  instant 
stated  that  the  Government  had  inquired 
into  all  the  alleged  cases  of  assault  during 
the  military  operations  in  the  northern 
districts  and  promised  further  investiga- 
tion upon  a  formal  complaint  being  made 
and  some  proof  offered  in  support  of  Miss 
Colenso's  allegations.  My  hon.  friend 
will  find  information  regarding  the  In- 
demnity Bill  in  the  Papers  which  are 
being  distributed  to-day. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Is  it  more 
favourable  to  the  illegal  action  of  the 
Natal  Government 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  must  not  refer  to  a  friendly 
Colonial  Government  in  that  way. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  did  not 
refer  to  it  in  the  way  you  thought,  Sir. 

'  Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
assumes  that  a  thing  is  illegal.  That 
remains  to  be  proved. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  With  great 
respect,  Sir,  everything  done  under 
martial  law  is  prima  facie  illegal. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  not  the  business 
of  the  hon.  Member  to  lecture  me  on  the 
subject  of  martial  law. 

Martial  Law  in  Hatal— Indemnity  Bill. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
sensation  produced  in  this  country  by  the 
method  of  administration  of  martial  law 
in  Natal,  and  the  grave  character  of  the 
charges  advanced  against  officials  in 
respect  to  their  conduct  towards  the 
natives  in  carrying  out  the  martial  law 
system,  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Commons  will  be  ascertained  before  the 
assent  of  the  Crown  is  given  to  hny 
Indemnity  Bill  passed  by  the  Natal 
Legislatui*e,  and  that  such  assent  be  not 
given  when  the  Imperial/ Parliament  is 
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not  sitting,  and  aooordingly  Mrithout 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  situation  in 
Natal  to  any  effective  purpose. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  House  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  those 
questions  to-morrow.  Assent  will  not  be 
given  before  the  discussion. 

Dinisiilu*8  Ohieftainsliip. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  effect  of  Section  (b), 
Clause  1,  of  the  Natal  Indemnity  Act, 
coniirming  all  orders  made  by  the 
supreme  chief,  will  be  to  legalise 
Dinizulu's  deposition  from  the  chieftain- 
ship, which  was  proclaimed  by  Colonel 
MacNevil  at  Usutu  last  December,  when 
he  said  Dinizulu  would  not  return ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that, 
if  this  be  the  true  construction  of  the 
Indemnity  Bill,  Dinizulu,  even  if  ac- 
quitted, would  still  be  deprived  of  his 
chieftainship,  the  Government  propose  to 
take  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  steps  in  the 
matter. 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  do  not  think  that 
Colonel  McKenzie  can  at  any  time  have 
had  authority  to  issue  an  order  of  the 
supreme  chief,  nor  am  I  aware  that  suc& 
action  was  ever  taken  by  him.  I  do  not 
think,  therefore,  that  there  is  any  reasen 
to  apprehend  the  consequences  feared  by 
my  hon.  friend. 

Land  in  Znlnland— Alleged  Breaches  of 
Faith. 
*SiR  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Glouces- 
tershire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  reply  of 
the  Government  of  Natal  as  to  the 
powers  in  Zululand  and  in  Natal  respec- 
tively of  the  supreme  chief,  controverting 
the  view  taken  by  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Native  Affairs  on  behalf  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  of  Natal ;  and  whether 
the  reply  on  the  broader  issue  as  to 
continuous  breaches  of  faith  with  the 
Zulus  in  regard  to  their  land,  referred  to 
on  the  12th  May,  has  yet  been  received. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  answers  have 
now  been  received  and  the  first  will  be 
found  in  the  Blue-book  which  is  now 
being  distributed.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
publish  the  other  at  present. 


Legal  StatiiB  of  Znlui. 
♦Mr.  REES:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  constitution  granted  to 
Natal  contains  any  exceptional  reserva- 
tions or  conditions  depriving  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Colony  of  such  powers  as 
are  possessed  by  other  Colonial  Govern- 
ments; and  whether  the  circumstaoGes 
of  the  incorporation  of  Zululand  with 
Natal  so  operate  as  to  affect  the  legal 
status  of  the  Zulus  as  subjects  of  die 
Government  of  the  Colony. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  supreme  chief 
has  of  course  a  special  position  in  Natal 
as  compared  with  other  responsibly 
governed  colonies  and  special  protection 
as  to  lands  was  given  to  the  Zulus  on 
annexation.  But  these  do  not  amount  to 
depriving  the  Colonial  Government  of 
ordinary  legal  powers.  The  constitution 
of  Natal  is  in  the  main  the  same  as  that 
of  other  responsibly  governed  colonies 
and  the  status  of  Zulus  is  similar  to, 
although  perhaps  not  identical  with,  that 
of  other  Natal  natives. 

Shipping  Claims  against  Russia. 
Mr.  McARTHUR  (Liverpool,  Kirk- 
dale)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  any 
final  decision  has  yet  been  given  in  the 
Russian  courts  with  respect  to  the  claims 
for  compensation  for  losses  sustained  by 
the  British  ships  "  St  Kilda."  "  Hipsane," 
and  "  Oldhamla,"  respectively,  during  the 
Russo-Japanese  war ;  and  what  is  the 
present  position  of  these  cases. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease,  Essex,  Saffron  Walden ;  for  Sir 
Edward  Grey)  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  nothing  at  present  to  add  to  the 
Answer  he  returned  to  a  similar  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Darlington 
on  the  11th  ult.,  to  the  effect  that 
these  particular  cases  are  still  before  the 
Prize  Court  and  that  the  Embassy  is 
doing  all  in  its  power  to  expedite  the 
hearing. 

Mr.  McARTHUR:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  any  reply  has  been  received 
from  the  Russian  Government  to  the 
representations  made  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  with  regard  to  the  cases 
of  the  ..  Knight^Comma^^-^^chas." 
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«ttid  "  Malacca,"  respectively ;  and  what 
is  the  present  position  of  the  cas^. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  As  regards  the 
-**  Knight  Commander,"  my  nght  hon. 
friend  must  refer  to  the  Answer  he  gave 
on  the   2nd  ult.    to   the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Hackney,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  Russian  Gk)vemment  had  refused 
to  submit  the  case  to  arbitration.     His 
Majesty's  Grovernment   have    expressed 
their  regret  at  this  decision,  and  have 
«et    forth    in    an    official  despatch   the 
grounds  on  which  they  are  unable  to 
share  the  views  of  the  Imperial  Govern 
ment   in    declining    to   assent  to  their 
proposal.    As  my  right  hon.  friend  stated 
in  his  Answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Darlincton  on  the  11th  ult.,  the  attention 
of  the  Bussian  Qovemment  has  again  been 
^called  to  the  case  of  the  "  Calchas."    The 
Eossian  Government  have  agreed  to  pay 
A  lump  sum  in  satisfaction  of  the  claims 
arising  out  of  the  detention  of  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company's  steamers 
** Malacca"   and    "Formosa,"  and  these 
^^ases  are  in  course  of  settlement. 


The  Case  of  Mr.  Lnxenbnrg. 
Cabtain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
^^'hether  he  can  now  state  the  result  of 
his  demand  on  the  Russian  Government 
for  compensation  to  Mr.  Luxenburg  for 
wrongful  arrest  and  imprisonment. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE:  This  case  has 
l>een  considered  carefully  in  consultation 
with  the  Home  Office  and  the  Legal 
Advisers  of  the  Crown.  Mr.  Luxenburg 
was  arrested  by  mistake,  kept  in  piison 
ior  a  fortnight,  and  then  released. 
There  is  nothing  in  international  law  on 
which  we  could  found  a  claim  to  com- 
pensation as  of  right,  nor  is  it  the  practice 
in  this  country  to  admit  a  claim  when  a 
man  has  been  arrested  by  mistake  and 
afterwards  acquitted  or  released,  though 
-compensation  bas  occasionally  been  given 
as  an  ace  of  grace.  In  this  case  there  is 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Luxenburg  has 
suffered  severely  from  the  conditions  of 
his  imprisonment,  and  in  view  of  this 
iact,  my  right  hon.  friend  is  submitting 
the  whole  circumstances  to  the  Russian 
Government,  and  is  asking  that  some 
compensation  should  be  given.  He  does 
not  propose  to  publish  Papers. 


Ban  Thome  Ooeoa  Indnttry. 

*S  R  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  British  consular 
agent  on  the  island  of  San  Thom^  U  a 
Portugue<<e  and  a  near  relative  of  an 
influential  planter  engaged  in  the  cocoa 
industry ;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  independent  inouiry  in  the  islands  of 
'^an  Thom^  and  Principe,  with  special 
regard  to  establishing  accurate  mortality 
returns,  and  to  the  alleged  illicit  traffic 
in  labourers  between  the  districts  from 
which  they  are  brought  and  the  islands. 

M?.  J  A  PEASE  :  The  British 
consular  agent  at  San  Thome,  who  is  a 
Spanish  subject  and  himself  the  manager 
of  one  of  the  larger  cocoa  plantations, 
was  appointed  on  the  recommendation  of 
Consul  Nightingale,  who  had  visited  the 
island  and  who  considered  that  he  was 
the  most  suitable  per^ion  for  the  post. 
He  is  not  a  salaried  official.  With 
regard  to  the  advisability  of  an  inde- 
pendent inquiry  into  the  servical  system 
in  the  islands  of  San  Thom^  and  Principe, 
my  right  hon.  friend  would  refer  the 
right  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer  given 
on  the  29th  October,  1 906,  to  a  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Norfolk.  My  right  hon.  friend  adds 
that  the  whole  servical  question  is 
engaging  the  serious  attention  of  His 
Majesty*s  Government,  who  are  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  Portuguese 
Government  in  regard  to  it.  A  Por- 
tuguese official  is  now  actually  on  the 
spot  investigating  the  subject  with  a 
view  to  the  better  enforcement  of  the 
regulations,  and  if  necessary  their 
amendment. 

Ambergate  Beservoir  Works. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Homo  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  contractors  for  the 
Ambergate  reservoir,  Messrs.  Wright  and 
Company,  have  during  the  last  two  years 
deducted  6d.  per  week  from  the  wages 
of  all  workmen  employed  upon  their 
works;  whether  such  deductions  are 
alleged  to  be  made  for  the  supply  of  tools 
and  medical  attendance,  without  first  ob- 
taining  the  sanction  of  the  workmen  to 
make  the  same;  whether  any  audit  of 
such  accounts  has  been  ma(k  iiLaccordance 
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\nth  Clause  9  of  The  Truck  Amendment 
Act,  1887  ;  whether  any  report  has  been 
received  upon  the  subject  from  the 
district  factory  inspector  ;  and  what 
action,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT 
(Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  YorAshire, 
Cleveland)  :  The  enforcement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  I'ruck  Acts  in  this 
employment  does  not  rest  with  the 
Home  Department,  but  my  right  hon. 
friend  made  inquiry  of  the  contractors, 
and  I  am  informed  by  them  that  during 
the  period  they  have  been  engaged  on 
these  works,  about  twelve  months,  they 
have  made  a  deduction  of  Id.  per 
working  day  for  tools  and  medical 
attendance ;  but  that  this  deduction  has 
been  made  by  agreement  with  the  work- 
men to  whom  the  proposal  was  put  at 
the  outset,  and  who  unanimously  aesired 
that  the  arrangement  should  be  made. 
It  is  stated  that  it  is  the  invariable 
custom  in  this  trade  for  the  men  to  pro- 
vide their  own  tools,  and  some  could  not 
be  engaged  at  all  if  they  were  unable  to 
obtain  their  tools  in  this  way.  There 
has  been  no  audit  up  to  the  present,  the 
contractors  stating  that  they  were  not 
aware  an  audit  was  required,  but  they 
are  perfectly  willing  that  the  accounts 
should  be  audited. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD :  Do  the  Home 
Office  propose  to  take  proceedings  against 
this  firm  for  an  infringement  of  the  Truck 
Act? 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  The  Home 
Office  has  no  authority  to  do  so. 

Convict  Prisons— Female  Directors. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment how  many  women  are  members  of 
the  boards  of  directors  of  convict  prisons. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  There  are 
two  ladies  on  the  Board  of  Visitors  for 
Aylesbury  Prison,  the  only  convict  prison 
where  female  prisoners  are  detained. 

Merthyr  Tydfll  Police. 
Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether   his  attention    has    been 


called  to  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in 
connection  with  the  transfer  of  police- 
from  Glamorgan  County  Council  to  the 
new  boroueh  police  force  at  Merthyr 
Tydfil;  and  whether  he  will  take  such 
action  as  may  be  necessary  to  safeguard 
the  existing  pension  rights  of  such  con- 
stables as  may  be  so  transferred. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  The 
pension  rights  of  constables  depend  on 
statute  and  are  independent  of  any  action 
the  Home  Secretary  can  take,  but  my 
right  hon.  friend  does  not  think  that  any 
d&culty  need  arise.  No  constable  ne*»d 
enter  the  new  force  except  by  his  own 
wish.  If  a  constable  who  has  three  yeara 
service  or  upwards  is  transferred  on  a 
mutual  agreement  between  the  police 
authorities,  he  carries  his  pension  rights 
with  him.  If  there  is  no  such  agreement 
the  constable  ought,  before  joining  the 
borough  force,  to  have  an  undertaking 
from  the  police  authority  of  the  borough, 
to  allow  his  previous  service  of  three 
years  and  upwards  to  count  for  pension. 

Confidential  Documents  as  Waste  Paper- 
Mr.  CAR  R- GO  MM  (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary- 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  now  able  to  state  the  result 
of  his  inquiry  into  the  case  of  the  ship- 
ment of  bales  of  prison  registers  and  other- 
confidential  documents  from  Hull  to 
London  and  from  London  to  Bordeaux, 
which  was  discovered  by  the  bursting  of 
a  bale  on  a  ship  lying  in  the  Thamea 
during  the  first  week  of  May. 

Mr.  HERBERT  S  A  MUEL :  I  find  that 
the  bale  in  question  was  part  of  a  coii- 
sigoment  of  waste  paper  which  was  re- 
moved from  Wakefield  Prison  by  a  firra 
which  has  a  contract  with  the  Wakefield 
Post  Office  for  the  removal  of  their  waste 
paper.  I  regret  to  find  that  no  stipula- 
tion thac  the  paper  should  be  treated  as- 
confidential  had,  in  chis  case,  been  made 
by  the  prison  authorities.  In  future,, 
ail  records  of  prisoners  and  other  con- 
fidential papers  will  be  destroyed  or- 
obliteratea  in  the  prison.  The  Secretary 
of  State  is  obliged  to  my  hon.  friend  for 
drawing  his  atoention  to  the  matter. 

Asiatics  in  the  Transvaal. 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
i  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will 
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place  in  the  library  a  copy  of  the  circular 
from  the  Trade  and  Labour  Council  of 
Johannesburg  to  the  trades  councils  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  pointing  out  the 
feeling  which  exists  amongst  local 
workers  against  outside  interference 
with  the  policy  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  Asiatics,  and  appealing 
to  British  labour  unions  to  support  that 
policy. 

The  president  op  thb  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Chuechill,  Dundee): 
I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  circular  to  which  my  hon. 
friend  refers. 

*Mr.  REES  asked  if  the  decision  of  an 
important  conference  of  ti-ade  unions  in 
South  Africa,  objecting  to  the  interference 
of  the  Home  Grovernment  in  labour 
questions,  could  not  be  made  known  in 
this  country  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  he  had  tried 
to  get  the  information  for  his  hon.  friend. 
If  however  he  was  in  possession  of  some, 
perhaps  he  would  conmiunicate  it  to  him. 

Automatic  Couplings. 
Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  compulsory 
adoption  of  automatic  couplings  in  the 
United  States  in  1893  has  reduced 
coupling  accidents  by  80  per  cent,  in  one 
year,  the  average  reduction  during  the 
last  six  years  being  over  70  per  cent., 
notwithstanding  an  increase  of  70,000 
men  and  523,083  vehicles ;  whether  the 
proportion  of  coupling  accidents  acknow- 
ledged by  the  railways  in  the  Return  of 
shunting  accidents  for  1907  exceeds  24 
per  cent.,  or  1  in  4,  of  the  3,221  shunting 
accidents  recorded  in  that  year ;  whether 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Accidents  to 
Railway  Servants  in  July,  1899,  con- 
demned the  shunting-pole  system  and 
urged  trials  of  automatic  couplings  and 
like  appliances;  and  whether  he  will 
exercise  the  powers  vested  in  him  under 
The  Railway  Employment  (Prevention  of 
Accidents)  Act,  1900,  and  institute  ex- 
haustive tests  of  the  various  automatic 
couplings  offered,  with  a  view  to  secure 
an  appliance  that  will  reduce  coupling 
accidents  in  this  country. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  fear  that  my 
hon.  friend   has  misread   the  American 


statistics.  Coupling  accidents  in  the. 
United  States,  including  fatal  and  non- 
fatal alike,  appear  to  have  been  reduced 
by  80  per  cent,  between  1893  and  1902, 
that  is  to  say  in  nine  years,  not  in  one 
year.  Since  1902,  however,  there  has 
been  a  c  msiderable  recrudescence.  For 
whereas  the  lowest  figure  of  143  facal 
accidents  was  attained  in  the  United 
States  of  America  in  1902,  in  the  five 
years  1903-1907  the  number  of  fatal 
accidents  of  this  class  in  the  United 
States  has  varied  from  243  to  311.  I 
am  aware  that  the  figures  are  not  in  all 
respects  comparable  with  the  total  for 
this  country — which  only  varied  in  the 
same  period  from  9  to  23 — but  they 
indicate  that  an  automatic  coupling  is 
not  an  absolute  safeguard.  On  the 
general  question  I  must  refer  my  hon. 
friend  to  the  Report  of  the  Railway  Em- 
ploymeat  Safety  Appliances  Committee 
which  has  just  been  circulated,  and  in 
particular  to  Colonel  Yorke's  memoran- 
dum attached  thereto. 

Mr.  MADDISON :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  that  Committee  instituted  no  test  at 
all  of  their  inquiry. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  did  not  foUow 
the  actual  course  of  the  Committee  in- 
vestigation, but  the  Committee  was  very 
highly  qualified  for  dealing  with  the 
subject,  and  it  had  on  it  representatives 
of  the  men. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne)  i 
Did  I  understand  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  to  say  that  the  use  of  automatic 
couplings  adopted  in  America  does  not 
obviate  the  danger  of  fatal  accidents  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  said  they  were 
not  an  absolute  safeguard.  Other  acci- 
dents arise  as  the  result  of  automatic 
couplings. 

Weights  and  Measures  Stamping  Fees. 
Mr.  WARDLE  (Stockport) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  ^ard  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  some  local 
authorities  charge  stamping  fees  on  every 
weight,  measure,  and  weighing  instru- 
ment submitted  for  inspection,  even 
though  such  weight,  measure,  or  weighing 
instrument  is  found  correct  and  already 
stamped  ;  whether  the  regulations  pro- 
vide against  such  charges;  and,  if  not^ 
whether  he  will  so  alter  the  regulations. 
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«o  as  to  make  fees  payable  only  when 
weights  are  found  unstamped  or  require 
•adjusting. 

Mr  CHURCHILL  :  The  law  provides 
that  stamping  fees  shall  be  charged  on 
the  verification,  but  not  on  the  inspection 
•of  weights,  measures,  and  weighing 
.instruments.  Under  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Regulations  of  1907,  weights, 
•&c.,  brought  to  an  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures  for  verification  should  be 
dealt  with  as  upon  inspection.  If  my 
hon.  friend  has  in  mind  any  cases  where 
this  course  is  not  followed  I  should  be 
;glad  if  he  would  furnish  me  with 
particulars. 

Marina  Insurance. 
Mr.  MACLEAN  (Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
'whether  he  is  aware  of  the  growth  of 
P.P.I,  (policy  proof  of  interest)  marine 
insurances,  whereby  insurers  gamble  in 
vessels  in  which  they  have  no  real 
interest  and  thereby  put  up  the  rates 
^against  the  shipowners  and  other  legiti- 
mate insurers  and  otherwise  damage  their 
interests;  and,  if  so,  will  he  take  into 
consideration  the  advisability  of  devising 
means  to  counteract  this  growing  evil. 

*Mr.  McARTHUR  asked  whether  it 
was  not  a  fact  that  these  insurances, 
while  undoubtedly  used  for  gambling 
purposes,  were  also  extensively  used  for 
the  insurance  of  interests  which  were 
real  and  substantial,  but  difficult  of  proof 
under  the  law  of  marine  insurance. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  No  doubt  the 
matter  presents  many  complications.  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  these  insur- 
^inces,  and  I  will  consider,  in  conjunction 
with  the  interests  concerned,  whether  any 
■action  can  usefully  be  taken  with  regard 
to  them. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  pay  special 
attention  to  the  case  of  the  "  Albion.  The 
outside  policies  taken  out  by  persons  who 
had  no  real  interest  in  the  ship  amounted 
to  twice  its  value.  Would  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  take  into  consideration 
not  only  the  financial  interests  involved, 
but  also  the  serious  risk  of  loss  of  life  t 


Mr.  CHURCHILL : 
give  that  undertaking. 


Certainly  I  will 


ProTindal  Homes  InTOStment  Oompaay. 
Sir  F.  caw  ley  (Lancashire, 
Prestwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  case  tried 
before  Judge  Parry,  in  Manchester,  in 
which  a  woman  named  Pointon  re- 
covered £37  lOs.  from  a  company  called 
the  Provincial  Homes  Investment 
Company  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
learned  judge  described  this  company's 
prospectus  as  containing  in  every  pace 
statements  that  are  either  direct  untruths 
or  alluring  half-truths ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  similar  judgment  was  given 
against  this  Company  by  Judge 
Greenwell,  at  Newcastle  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  there  are  other  companies 
obtaining  the  savings  of  the  thrifty  poor 
by  the  same  misrepresentations;  and 
whether  he  will  have  the  affairs  of  these 
companies  investigated  by  Royal  Com- 
mission or  otherwise  with  a  view  to  their 
winding-up  and  also  with  a  view  jto 
legislation  which  will  protect  the  working 
classes  in  the  future. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  referred  to  by  my 
hon.  friend  and  to  the  remarks  of  Judge 
Parry.  I  have  directed  that  a  careful 
examination  of  the  subject  be  made  in 
order  to  see  whether  further  legislation 
is  necessary.  I  ought  to  add  for  the 
information  of  a  number  of  persons  who 
have  addressed  communications  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  this  subject  that  the 
Board  have  no  power,  statutory  or  other- 
wise to  require  any  sums  paid  to  this  or 
similar  companies  to  be  refunded. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  Has  the 
Board  of  Trade  any  power  compulsorily 
to  wind-up  this  company  ? 

[The  Answer  was  inaudible]. 

Meat  Supply— The  Proposed  Inquiry. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
danger  to  the  cattle  and  means  of 
livelihood  of  more  than  200,000  small 
farmers  and  purchase-annuitants  in  Ire- 
land from  the  free  importation  of  the  live 
cattle  from  Canada  and  the  Western 
States  of  America,  he  will  take  care  that 
Ireland  shall  be  represented  by  at  least 
one  person  practically  acquainted  with 
the   Irish  cattle  trade  on  the  proposed 
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Departmental  Committee  to  inauire  into 
the  question  of  the  meat  supply  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  also  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  whether  in  consideration 
of  Ireland's  interests  in  the  cattle  trade 
and  in  a  view  of  the  attempt  that  is 
being  made  to  allow  foreign  store-cattle 
into  this  country,  thereby  lapng  the 
Home  herds  open  to  the  risk  of  disease, 
he  will  appoint  on  the  meat  Ck)mmittee 
at  least  two  Members  from  Ireland  who 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject 
from  the  agricultural  point  of  view. 

Mr.  K  BARRY  (Cork  County,  S.) : 
At  the  same  time  may  I  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  as 
Ireland  is  interested  in  the  subject  to  be 
inquired  into  ;by  the  Departmental 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
meat  trade,  he  will  appoint  at  least  two 
representatives  from  Ireland  who  have  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  store  and  fat 
cattle  industry  as  its  affects  the  producer 
and  the  nation  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  Answer  I  ^ve  on  Saturday  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  when  I  said  that  I  am  reluctant  to 
add  to  the  number  of  the  Committee  by 
the  appointment  of  representatives  of 
special  interests  or  views.  It  is  a  Depart- 
mental Committee.  Its  reference  is 
strictly  limited  to  the  specific  financial 
and  economic  aspects  of  the  question, 
and  it  does  not  extend  to  recommenda- 
tions affecting  the  conditionti  of  the 
importation  of  cattle.  I  am  still  in 
communication  with  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  GARDNER  (Berkshire,  Woking- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  the  reference  to  the 
proposed  Departmental  Committee  on 
meat  distribution  will  permit  inquiries 
into  the  prevalence  of  disease  in  colonial 
and  foreign  countries,  and  the  dangers  of 
infection  being  conveyed  to  the  United 
jiingdom  and  suggested  removal  of 
restrictions  on  importation  of  live  cattle. 

Mr,  CHURCHILL  :  Questions  affect- 
ing  the  diseases  of  animals  in  the  United 
Kmgdom  and  elsewhere,  or  the  importa- 
tion of  live  cattle  from  abroad,  do  not 


come  within  the  terms  of  reference  to  the* 
proposed  Depurtmental  Committee,  which 
will  be  solely  concerned  with  eliciting, 
the  facte  as  reciards  the  effect  of  com- 
binations on  the  meat  supply  of  th& 
United  Kingdom. 

London  Electricity  Bills. 
Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg  to* 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  will 
consent  to  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
London  Electricity  Bills  (3)  being  put 
off  till  the  autumn  session  so  that  the 
London  local  authorities  may  have  an^ 
opportunity  of  considering  the  new  pro- 
posals of  the  Board  of  Trade  (which  have 
only  to  day,  25th,  been  published  in  the 
papers)  and  submitting  their  views  before 
the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading  takes 
place ;  and  also  whether  any  advantage 
will  be  gained  by  taking  the  Second 
Reading  now. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this 
Question.  I  am  advised  that  it  would 
be  fatal  to  the  Bills  if  the  Second  Reading, 
were  postponed  to  the  autumn  session. 
As  regards  two  of  the  three  Bills,  the 
proposal  to  make  the  London  County 
Council  the  purchasing  authority  is  not 
new,  but  was  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  other  House.  Full  oppor- 
tunity will  be  given  for  existingpurchasing 
authorities  to  be  heard  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  ample  time  will  be  available 
for  the  preparation  of  their  case. 

Mr.  MORTON  pointed  out  that  very 
large  expense  might  be  avoided  if  the 
local  authorities  were  allowed  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  matter  by  the 
Second  Reading  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  do  not  think 
that  possible. 

Wales  and  Post  Office  Clothing  Contracts. 
Mr.  REES:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  his  Department 
has  made  separate  contracts  with  Irish 
firms  for  tailoring,  boots,  and  waterproofs 
for  postmen  employed  in  Ireland;  and^ 
if  so,  why  similar  arrangements  cannot 
be  made  in  respect  of  postmen  employed 
in  Wales. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar):    As  regards^  Qontra^^^l^^i. 


«87      Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)     ,  {COMMONS}         Bill^Point  of  Order.  888 

tbey  are  two  distinct  postal  centres.  As 
to  the  latter  part  the  figures  are  supplied 
by  the  Board  of  Trade. 


firms  I  may  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the 
reply  I  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Down  on  the  7th  instant,  of  which 
I  am  sending  him  a  copy.  There  is  no 
separate  branch  of  the  postal  stores 
department  in  Wales,  and  it  would  not 
oe  practicable  to  earmark  for  the  Welsh 
service  the  work  of  a  particular  contractor. 
But  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  tenders 
from  Wales  for  the  general  supplies. 

*Mr.  REES  :  What  is  the  exact  difii- 
culty  in  treating  Wales  in  this  respect  in 
the  same  way  as  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  It  is  not  a 
separate  branch  of  the  postal  department. 

Mr.  REES:  Cannot  it  be  made 
separate  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Newcastle-under-Lirme— Postal  Pay. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Oeneral  whether  under  the  new  classifica- 
tion of  post  offices,  the  scale  of  pay  of 
postmen  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme  has 
been  made  less  than  the  scale  of  pay  at 
^tokeon-Trent,  and,  if  so,  on  what  this 
difference  in  pay  has  been  based. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  prin- 
ciples  of  the  classification  of  the  outdoor 
force  and  the  modifications  introduced  by 
me,  are  explained  on  page  57  of  the 
Parliamentary  Paper  issued  on  the  11th 
instant.  Both  as  regards  the  units  of 
work  and  the  cost  of  living,  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme  is  considerably  below  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  the  units  of  work  being  754 
at  Stoke  and  ninety  one  at  Newcastle-* 
under-Lyme,  the  figures  of  cost  of  living 
being  ninety-two  at  Stoke,  and  that  of 
Newcastleunder  Lyme  only  eighty-eight. 
Stoke  therefore  falls  into  Class  III,  and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme  into  Class  FV.  for 
postmen. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  there  is  no  definite 
boundary  between  the  two  boroughs — and  | 
that  some  of  the  streets  are  partly  in  | 
Stoke  and  partly  in  Newcastle  ?  May  1 1 
further  ask  on  what  principle  the  figures  I 
relating  to  the  cost  of  living  are  obtained  t  { 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 


COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL- 
POINT  OF  ORDER. 

*Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
asked  the  Speaker's  ruling  on  a  matter 
arising  out  of  certain  occurrences  which 
took  place  in  the  forenoon  in  Standing 
Committee  C.  That  Committee  met  at 
noon  to  consider  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight 
Hours)  Bill.  It  became  apparent  that 
neither  the  Home  Secretary  nor  the  Under- 
Secretary  to  the  Home  Office  had  been 
nominated  a  member  of  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  adjourned  to  see  whether 
some  arrangement  could  be  arrived  at. 
By  Standing  Order  48  it  was  provided 
that  the  nomination,  discharge,  or  substi- 
tution of  members  of  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee were  matters  solely  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection.  At  a  quarter-to-one 
o'clock  the  Committee  reassembled,  and 
the  Clerk  informed  hon.  Members  that 
by  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of 
Selection  two  hon.  Gentlemen  had  been 
discharged  from  the  Standing  Committee 
and  the  two  Ministers  nominated  in  their 
places.  He  now  understood,  however, 
that  no  meeting  of  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  of  which  three  members  formed 
a  quorum,  had  in  fact  been  held  for  this 
purpose;  and  that  no  valid  direction  of 
the  nature  suggested  could  therefore  have 
been  made  by  them.  In  these  circum- 
stances he  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Home  Secretary  or  the  Under-Secretary 
were  members  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
and,  if  not,  whether  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee  were  valid,  and  whether 
any  votes  either  of  them  had  recorded 
were  valid. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  state- 
ment was  correct,  except  in  one  particular 
— namely,  when  he  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  made  no  order.  He 
held  in  his  hand  the  Eeport  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  stated  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  other  Members  had 
been  discharged,  and  the  Home  Secretary 
and  others  put  in  their  places.  He  could 
not  go  behind  that. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GUEDON  (Norfolk, 
N.)  apologised  to  the  House  for  the 
mistake  which  had  been  made,  and 
explained  that  it  was  largely^^d^ijb  the 
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illness  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee 
which  prevented  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
mittee receiving  that  careful  scrutiny 
which  they  always  had. 


SELECTION  (STANDING 
COMMITTEES). 

SiR  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  C. 
(in  respect  of  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight 
Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill) :  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Kearley,  Sir  Edward 
Strachey,  and  Mr.  L)^ch ;  and  had 
appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  of 
the  said  Bill) :  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone, 
Mr.  Herb  rt  Samuel,  Mr.  Solicitor-General 
and  Mr.  Leif  Jones. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Connmttee ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  Committee  C. 
(in  respect  of  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours 
(No.  2)  Bill) :  Mr.  Freeman-Thomas  ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  said  Bill) :  Mr.  King. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee  : 
That  they  had  added  the  following 
Member  to  Standing  Committee  C.  (in 
respect  of  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours 
<No.  2)  Bill) :     Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Beports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  3)  BILL 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmed]  ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill,  as  amended, 
to  be  considered  to-morrow. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  : — Maccles- 
£eld  and  District  Tramways  (Abandon- 
ment) Bill ;  London  0)unty  Council 
(Money)  Bill,  without  Amendment ; 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill; 
Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill ;  London 
United  Tramways  Bill ;  Nottingham- 
shire and  Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2) 
Bill;  Holdemess  Water  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 


Supply. 
NEW  BILL. 
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FACTORY     AND     WORKSHOP     ACT 
(1901)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL 

"  To  amend  the  Factory  and  .Work- 
shop Act,  1901,"  presented  to  Mr. 
Steadman  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Thome ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  343.] 


NEW  WRIT. 
New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Shore- 
ditch     (Paggerston    Division),     in    the 
room   of   Sir   William   Randal   Cremer, 
deceased. — (Mr.    Joseph   Pease.) 


SUPPLY  [18th  allotted  DAY.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

1 .  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed , 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £840,000, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Expense  of  the  Pay,  Bounty,  etc., 
of  the  Special  Reserves  and  Militia  (to 
a  number  not  exceeding  132,737,  includ- 
ing 2,000  Militia  Reserve),  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1909." 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldanb,  Haddington) :  I 
think  it  will  be  well  if  I  rise  now  to  make 
a  statement  about  the  present  position 
of  the  Special  Reserve.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  misapprehension  current  about 
it,  and,  I  think,  as  regards  the  figures 
and  facts,  it  is  desirable  that  these  should 
be  placed  as  clearly  and  as  briefly  as  I 
can  before  the  Committee.  The  Com- 
mittee will  remember  how  the  Special 
Reserve  came  into  existence  and  broadly 
what  its  character  is.  It  consists  of 
two  parts,  each  of  which  is  touched  by 
this  Vote — a  Reserve  of  men  and  a 
Reserve  of  ofl&cers.  The  Reserve  of 
men  is  itself  divided  into  two  sub- 
divisions, the  "A"  Reserve,  which 
contains  the  Infantry  and  the  Artillery, 
and  the  "  B  "  Reserve,  which  is  intended 
to  provide  for  auxiliary  services^  ^p^tal 
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corps,  extra  Army  Service  Corpe  men, 
extra  engineer  men,  and  so  on,  who  can 
be  raised  upon  what  might  be  called  a 
Militia  basis.  These  we  designed  to  get 
in  connection  with  the  Territorial  Force  ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  get  the  class  of  civilians 
that  trains  for  the  Territorial  Force 
specially  to  train  for  the  corresponding 
unit  in  the  Territorial  Force,  and,  of 
course,as  supernumerary  to  the  Territorial 
Establishment,  to  take  engagement  to 
go  abroad  on  mobilisation.  We  think 
that  will  probably  turn  out  to  be  effective 
in  getting  these  extra  men,  but  ps  their 
number  is  comparatively  sn*all  in  pro- 
portion to  the  rest  of  the  Special  Reserve, 
and  as  it  is  obvious  we  cannot  get  them 
until  the  Territorial  Force  ^-hrough 
which  they  are  to  train  is  prcperlj 
in  existence,  I  d<  not  propose  to 
dwell  upon  that  matter  to-day.  But  the 
other  and  larger  part  of  the  Special 
Reserve  is  in  a  very  different  position.  I 
would  for  the  moment  leave  the  officers 
out  of  account  and  deal  only  with  the  men, 
and  of  the  men  the  most  important  part 
in  size  are  the  Infantry,  but  not  less 
important,  at  all  event  in  function,  ar*» 
the  men  in  the  Artillery.  Dealing  with 
th*»  Infantry  first,  it  will  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Committee  that  by  a  suggestion 
that  came  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  which 
was  accepted  by  the  Government,  the 
establishment  of  the  Special  Reserve 
came  to  be  what  it  is  to-day,  101  units — 
101  battalions — and  in  accordance  with 
the  suggestions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man these  units  were  made  of  nearly  the 
same  character  and  all  of  the  same 
organisation,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  per- 
forming two  functions.  They  could, 
and  must,  be  used  to  supply  Irafts  for  the 
wastage  of  war,  and  they  are  also  organ- 
ised so  that  at  all  eventb  some  of  then* — I 
think  a  considerable  number  of  then — 
can  either  proceed  as  units  when  they  are 
wanted  for  lines  of  communication,  and 
to  relieve  garrison  troops,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  themselves  taking  part  with 
their  own  officers,  and  the  Special  Reserve 
on  its  Infantry  side  in  that  way  becomes 
divided  into  two  functions.  The  101 
units  will  supply  drafts,  and  they  will 
also  be  available  to  go  to  the  theatre  of 
war,  and  some  of  them  will  obviouslj', 
when  the  time  comes,  be  earmarked  by 
the  force  of  circumstances  mainly  for  the 
Mr  ffobhouse. 


production  of  one  result  and  others  for 
the  other  result.  Should  they  be  em- 
bodied, they  will  take,  of  course,  the- 
surplus  Reservists  of  the  Regular  bat- 
talions  of  the  regiments  to  which  they 
belong,  and  as  recruits  come  in  in  time  of 
war  it  may  well  be  possible  that  they 
will  expand,  and  when  they  move  from 
the  depot,  as  the  bulk  of  them  would  in 
such  a  case,  to  the  barracks  which  have 
been  render«Hi  vacant  by  the  Regular 
battalions  going  to  the  theatre  of  war,, 
they  will  there  be  able  to  expand  into 
additional  battalions,  which  can  be  sent 
in  due  time  either  as  drafts  or  to  the 
front  under  their  own  officers.  But  the 
great  function  in  producing  Irafis  which 
the  Special  Reserve  fulfils  is  to  give 
scientific  provision  for  the  wastage  of 
war.  That  is  what  the  machinery  us 
designed  to  do.  With  the  pending 
withdrawals  there  would  be  seventy- 
four  battalions  of  Infantry  at  home 
and  seventy-four  abroad,  and  fourteen 
Cavalry  regiments  at  home  and  fourteen 
abroad.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  Cavalry^ 
but  each  of  these  seventy-four  battalions 
will  have  behind  them  one-third  of  the 
Special  Reserve  battalion,  which  takes 
the  place  of  the  old  depot.  Their  primary 
purpose  is  to  be  there  while  the  training 
is  going  on,  both  of  Special  Reservists  and 
of  men  for  the  Line,  to  be  trained,  indeed^ 
as  the  men  who  will  form  an  establishment 
for  providing  the  wastage  of  war.  Hon. 
Members  know  what  is  the  difficulty 
which  formerly  existed  in  connection  with, 
the  Militia.  The  Militia  at  the  time 
of  the  War  had  what  used  to  be  called  the 
Militia  Reserve — that  is  to  say,  130,000 
men  were  retained  in  the  Militia  for  going 
abroad  with  the  Regular  troops,  and 
when  these  were  drawn  on  for  drafts  the 
result  was  to  reduce  the  Militia  battalion 
to  a  state  of  great  weakness ;  so  that,, 
though  it  was  useful  in  a  time  of  war,  its 
maintenance  was  disastrous  to  the  Militia, 
and  it  was  abolished,  in  the  hope,  how-^ 
ever,  that  the  Militia  battalions  would 
revive  the  force  and  get  it  out  of  its 
dwindling  conditioD.  But  the  Militia 
was  dwindling  steadily  in  1906  when  the 
changes  now  brought  about  were  first 
projected,  and  the  purpose  of  the  Terri- 
torial and  Reserve  Forces  Act  of  1907  was 
to  provide  something  like  a  scientific 
system  of  producing  men  who  would  keep 
up  the  wastage  of  war.     The  War  Office 
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put  it  to  the  (General  Staff,  who  were 
^sked  what  they  recommended.  They 
pointed  out  that  the  Militia  was  not 
maintained  to  go  abroad,  and  that  it 
depended  on  their  goodwill  whether  they 
would  come  out  and  take  service  across 
tiie  seas.  They  recommended  in  respect 
of  the  Militia  Reserve  retained  to  go 
abroad  and  on  mobilisaticm  that  there 
should  be  101  in  all  the  battalions  put 
together,  or  58,580  men.  All  of  these  men 
are  not  fit  to  go,  because  young  men  of 
seventeen  and  upwards  will  be  excluded, 
but  they  will  form  a  reservoir  out  of 
which  we  can  get  35,000  men.  That 
is  the  actuarial  calculation  as  to  the 
Special  Reserve.  What  is  asked  is  that 
we  should  be  prepared  to  supply  for  six 
months  the  wastage  of  war.  These  drafts 
wilJ  supply  the  wastage  of  war  for  the 
ifirst  six  months,  and  then,  of  course,  the 
^5,000  men  being  at  the  depdts  train- 
ing, another  body  will  be  ready  to  take 
the  place  of  the  first  at  the  q^d  of  the 
%ix  months,  and  so  the  machine  will  be 
at  work  to  supply  the  wastage.  There 
are  124  battalions  of  Infantry  Militia, 
«ome  of  them  very  low  in  establishment 
and  very  low  in  the  supply  of  officers. 
They  are  as  low  as  200  and  300  in  strength. 
The  establishment  and  the  strength 
differ  by  about  50,000  men.  The  Depart- 
ment amalgamated  23  battalions  with 
the  others  and  produced  101  Special 
Reserve  battalions,  74  to  go  behind  the 
Regular  battalions.  An  undertaking  has 
been  given  that  the  Militia  shall  train 
-until  the  end  of  this  year's  training. 
About  half  have  now  trained,  and  as 
they  are  trained  they  pass  over  into  the 
Special  Reserve.  The  result  is  that 
we  have  a  substantial  number  of  men 
of  good  age  who  have  come  over  from 
the  Militia  and  are  now  joining  the 
Special  Reserve.  A  question  has  been 
raised  as  to  recruiting,  and  how  matters 
will  stand  when  the  new  system  is  in 
■operation.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  so  far 
the  recruiting  for  the  Regular  Axmy  is 
going  on  very  well;  In  1906-7  the 
recruits  taken  for  the  Infantry  of  the 
Regular  Army  were  25,328 ;  this  year 
the  number  is  27,666,  For  the  first  six 
months  of  1907  we  received  through 
the  Militia  for  the  Regular  Army  5,271 
men  ;  and  this  year  we  have  taken  from 
the  Militia  and  the  Special  Reserve 
5,249  men.    On  1st  January  the  strength 
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of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Militia  Infantry 
and   the    Artillery  together   is   83,672 ; 
on  1st  July  the  Militia  is  44,137  and  the 
Special  Reserve  30,160,  making  a  total 
of  74,297  men,  so  that  we  are  not  a  very 
great  deal  behind  what  the  Militia  were 
on  1st  January.    It  is  true  that  we  have 
given  the  Militia  the  £2  for  turning  over ; 
but  71  units  of  Militia  have  turned  over 
up  to  the  18th  inst.,  and  the  total  per- 
centage of  men  who  have  come  over  is 
70  per  cent.     The  Infantry  have  come 
over  at  the  rate  of  69  per  cent.,  and  the 
Artillery  at  the  rate   of   75   per   cent. 
There  remains  to  turn  over  to  the  Special 
Reserve  49  units  of  Militia  Infantry  and 
14   units   of   Militia  Artillery.     If  they 
come  over  in  the  same  way  there  will 
be  a  total  coming  over  from  the  Militia  of 
41,918,  to  which  must  be  added  12,000  re- 
cruits coming  into  the  Special  Reserve.  It 
is  not  too  sanguine  to  say,  therefore,  that 
we  have  in  the  Special  Reserve  54,000  men 
in  sight  and  over  30,000  actually  in.     The 
officers  are  coming  over  in  an  admirably 
large    percentage.    The    next   thing    to 
consider  is  the  conditions  under  which 
they    are    being    trained.    It    is    very 
curious  to  look  at  the  table  of  recruiting. 
The  War  Office  has  found  a  very  marked 
difference  from  the  old  state  of  things. 
In  the  period  just  before  the  summer 
months  recruiting  for  the  Special  Reserve 
is  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  it  used  to 
be  for  the  Militia.     But  later  on,  and 
as  the  winter   approaches,  the    rate    is 
higher.     The    men    will    not    give    up 
summer  employment,    but   as   soon   as 
they  near  the  winter  months  they  will 
be  willing  to  come  in.     The  Committee 
are  not  without  experience  of  tlus.     In 
the  autumn  of  1906  it  was  decided  to 
train  twenty  Militia  battalions  experi- 
mentally   for    six    months    instead    of 
forty-nine  days.     I  have  got  here  the 
table  which  shows  the  way  in  which  it 
is  working.     The  result  is  that  the  table 
of  recruiting  shows  that  the  recruiting 
is  going  on  almost  in  the  same  fashion 
for  the  Special  Reserve  as  it  does  for  the 
twenty    experimental    battalions    which 
are  trained  on  the  same  footing.    The 
recruits  taken  between  the  16th  January, 
when    we    stopped    recruiting    for    the 
Militia,  and  18th  July  numbered  12.078. 
The   number  of  Militiamen   who   have 
elected  to  join  the  Special  Reserve  is 
20,258 ;    the  number  who  have  elected 
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to  remain  in  the  Militia  is  4,085,  and  the 
number  who  have  elected  to  take  a  free 
discharge  is  4,478.  The  number  of 
Special  Reservists  who,  on  completing 
'  three  months  drill,  have  joined  the 
Regular  Army  is  1,161.  Of  those  who 
have  completed  four  or  five  months  drill 
and  are  under  eighteen,  only  fifty-nine 
have  gone  over  to  the  Regular  Army, 
and  of  those  of  eighteen  and  over  who 
have  completed  five  or  six  months 
training,  eighty-seven  have  gone  over 
to  the  Regular  Army.  Out  of  the  re- 
cruits who  have  enlisted  in  the  Special 
Reserve  10-82  per  cent,  have  joined  the 
Regular  Army.  The  number  of  men  in 
the  Special  Reserve  over  twenty  years 
of  age  is  20,994. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
asked  what  the  figures  were  in  regard 
to  men  over  twenty. 
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Mr.  HALDANE:  I  have  not  the 
figures  here.  That  is  how  matters  stand 
so  far  as  the  men  are  concerned.  I  will 
not  trouble  the  Committee  with  the 
details  of  how  the  various  battalions 
have  come  over,  but  I  have  got  here 
some  particulars  relating  to  the  officers. 
The  officers  are  coming  over  to  the 
Special  Reserve  better  than  the  men. 
The  men  have  come  over  at  the  rate 
of  about  70  per  cent. ;  but  the  officers 
have  come  over,  I  will  not  say  en  bloc, 
but  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases  en 
bloc,  I  have  stated  on  a  former  occasion 
that  the  deficiency  of  officers,  including 
India,  is  8,640,  and  I  wish  now  to  explain 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  make 
that  formidable  figure  good.  In  the 
first  place  we  have  made  a  Special 
Reserve  of  officers  the  standard  of  which 
is  the  Continental  standard  of  service 
of  one  year  with  a  Regular  imit  on  the 
part  of  a  candidate  who  has  got  the 
necessary  knowledge  tested  by  appro- 
priate tests.  But  we  know  that,  in 
order  to  get  the  Reserve  of  officers  full, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  go  to  the  Uni- 
versities and  public  schools.  We  are 
opening  up  a  sort  of  second  or  alternative 
career  to  young  men  who  are  going  in 
for  the  professions,  but  who  are  not 
too  busy  to  give  a  little  time  to  soldiering. 
If  they  train  for  two  years  in  the  reformed 
cadet  corps  at  the  public  schools  that 
will  let  them  off  four  months  of  the 
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twelve  which  is  to  constitute  the  standard, 
and  if  they  give  two  years  more  in,  the 
University  corps  that  will  let  them  off 
another  four  months.  We  offer  to  the 
University  student  who  is  to  be  a  doctor, 
a  barrister,  a  solicitor,  or  a  schoolmaster, 
on  the  production  of  what  is  called  the 
"  B "  certificate,  if  he  chooses  to  go 
through  four  months  work  with  a 
Regular  unit,  a  commission  as  a  Reserve 
Regular  officer.  He  gets  £20  and  his 
outfit,  and  he  gets  £35  down  as  a  solatium 
for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  in  getting: 
his  "  B "  certificate  in  the  belief  that 
that  is  a  very  useful  sum  for  a  man  to 
receive  when  he  leaves  the  University. 
He  will  be  paid  as  a  Reserve  officer 
and  he  will  have  to  train  troops  with 
his  Regular  unit  for  about  fifteen  days- 
in  the  year.  The  whole  organisatioa 
for  the  training  of  officers,  both  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Universities, 
has  been  put  under  the  General  Staff. 
Already  arrangements  have  been  con- 
cluded with  six  Universities,  and 
officers'  training  corps  have  been 
formed,  the  total  number  of  under- 
graduates  who  have  joined  being 
2,092.  From  fifty-nine  public  schools 
we  have  got  7,049  qualified  cadets.  Of 
course  I  do  not  suggest  that  anything 
like  all  these  will  become  available  for 
the  Reserve  which  we  want  for  mobilisa- 
tion ;  but  it  is  satisfactory  that,  in  the 
case  of  a  scheme  which  has  been  working 
for  only  a  few  weeks,  so  many  students 
and  schoolboys  should  have  come  for- 
ward.  Cambridge  has  given  540,  and, 
in  addition,  forty-five  for  the  cavalry. 
Oxford  has  done  still  better,  and  has, 
up  to  date,  given  674.  Manchester  has^ 
given  111,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
Birmingham  will  furnish  280.  The 
detailed  figures  relating  to  the  public 
schools  show  that  Harrow  has  given  287,. 
Clifton  300,  and  Uppingham  212. 
The  arrangements  in  regard  to  Eton  are 
not  yet  complete.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  evidence  of  keenness  to  make  thia 
military  training  a  new  part  of  a  Uni- 
versity career,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  altogether  to  the  good.  Out  of 
1,113  Militia  officers  921  have  come  in 
up  to  date.  The  proportion  which  has 
come  over  to  the  Special  Reserve,  from 
the  regiments  which  have  completed 
their  training  is  82  per  cent.  That  is  not 
a  bad  result,  but  a  good  many  more 
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Special  Reserve  officers  are  wanted,  and 
the  training  macliinery  of  the  University 
and  public  school  training  course  cannot 
be  expected  to  produce  them  for  several 
years.  Therefore  interim  means  have  to 
be  taken  to  facilitate  matters.  The  first 
appointments  during  the  transition 
period  will  have  to  be  imder  easier 
conditions.  The  plan  is  that  a  year  shall 
be  the  standard  except  where  cut  down 
in  connection  with  the  training  courses  of 
the  Universities  and  public  schools.  For 
the  present  it  is  proposed  to  allow  the 
average  candidate  for  Militia  officership 
to  join  the  Reserve  after  four  months 
training  in  a  Regular  unit,  provided  he 
comes  in  before  15th  December  next. 
We  have  got  82  per  cent,  of  the  old 
Militia  officers,  and  we  are  beginning  the 
process  of  getting  new  officers  for  the 
Special  Reserve.  The  process  must  be 
very  slow  until  the  new  training  machin- 
ery becomes  available,  but  the  condition 
of  the  Reserve  officer  will  be  better  than 
it  is  under  Militia  conditions.  There 
will  be  better  pay,  better  rank,  and  better 
provision  for  giving  him  employment. 
It  is  proposed  to  allow  them  to  take  the 
place  in  the  Regular  battalions  when 
officers  were  wanted  of  Regular  officers 
who  have  been  seconded.  The  colonel  of 
a  Special  Reserve  battalion  will  be  a 
Special  Reserve  officer,  the  major  will  be  a 
Regular  major,  there  will  be  three  Regular 
captains  and  five  Militia  captains ;  there 
will  be  two  Regular  lieutenants  and 
eleven  Special  Reserve  lieutenants.  The 
position  of  Special  Reserve  officers  will 
be  much  better  than  that  of  the  old 
IClitia  officer.  I  am  in  great  hopes 
that  something  will  be  done  to  meet 
social  necessities.  I  was  in  Cumberland 
the  other  day,  and  I  found  that  there 
was  a  great  difficulty  in  finding  employ- 
ment for  labour  during  a  period  of 
distress.  I  suggested  to  a  large  em- 
ployer that  the  men  should  take  their 
six  months  training,  and  I  was  informed 
that  such  a  system  was  unknown,  but 
if  it  were  known  it  would  meet  a  want 
in  the  labour  market,  and  would  be 
much  appreciated  by  those  who  were 
responsible  for  finding  employment  for 
men.  The  miners  are  short  of  work  at 
a  difierent  time^  and  I  think  that  the 
Special  Reserve  system  may  be  also 
worked  as  to  enable  employers  of  labour 
to  do  something  to  mitigate  the  trouble 
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of  unemployment.  In  a  letter  written 
by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who,  we  all 
regret,  b  disabled  by  illness  from  taking 
to-day  the  distinguished  part  which  he 
generally  takes  in  these  debates,  this 
sentence  is,  I  think,  a  little  too  strong. 
He  wrote — 

**  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that,  even 
ander  the  most  favourable  conditions,  the 
Special  Reserve  not  only  may  be,  but  must  be, 
an  absolute  and  disastrous  failure  as  far  as  the 
infantry  portion  of  it  is  concerned." 

I  do  not  know  why  it  should  be  a  failure 
when  there  is  such  a  large  proportion 
of  recruits  over  twenty  years  of  age. 
Why  should  it  be  a  failure  when  the 
Militia  are  coming  over  as  they  are  at 
the  present  time  ?  Why  should  it  be 
a  disastrous  failure  with  such  an  organi- 
sation of  officers  and  such  a  number  of 
men  ?  Why  should  that  be  a  disastrous 
failure  which  is  organised  under  the 
advice  of  the  most  competent  General 
Staff  with  the  view  of  providing  in 
definite  fashion  for  a  want  which  up  to 
that  time  has  been  characteristic  of 
the  British  Army  ?  I  am  far  from 
suggesting  that  full  machinery  for  making 
good  the  wastage  of  war  has  yet  been 
provided,  but  we  have  got  a  long 
way  on  the  road.  An  immense  amount 
of  work  has  yet  to  be  done,  but  it  is  a 
sound  plan  to  recognise  that  the  days 
of  the  Militia  are  over ;  and  it  is  not  by 
accident,  but  by  force  of  circumstances 
that  the  organisation  of  that  force  has 
become  rickety  and  that  its  officers  and 
men  are  dwindling  away,  and  that  they 
have  better  prospects  with  a  Reserve  whidi 
is  constructed,  designed,  and  organised 
for  the  fulfilment  of  a  definite  function 
and  the  officers  and  the  men  of  which 
are  maintained  to  fulfil  that  function. 

♦Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
said  that  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary  for 
War  had  given  a  very  interesting  his- 
torical review  of  what  had  happened 
to  the  Militia  and  to  the  Special  Reserve 
during  the  last  few  months,  but  he  had 
not  told  the  Committee  one  word  to 
enable  them  to  judge  whether  this  new 
force  would  make  an  efficient  land  force 
any  more  able  to  meet  an  enemy  than 
the  force  which  he  had  destroyed.  He 
thought  that  this  discussicm  was  far 
and  away  the  most  important  which 
had  taken  place  this  year  iiL  connection 
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with  our  land  forces,  because  it  was  the 
first  time  that  the  new  organisation  of 
the  Special  tteserve  had  appeared  in 
the  Estiniates.  The  Special  Reserve 
had  been  avowedly  started  for  two 
purposes.  First  of  all,  it  was  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old  Militia  which  had 
done  such  good  service  in  the  past; 
and  in  the  second  place,  to  make  up  in 
some  small  degree  for  the  reduction  in 
the  Regular  Army.  He  would  first 
compare  the  loss  and  gain  in  numbers. 
Leaving  out,  for  the  moment,  the  Militia 
Artillery  and  other  corps,  on  1st  October, 
1907,  the  strength  of  the  Militia  Infantry 
was  67,740  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men.  In  order  to  make  the  compari* 
son  fair  between  the  old  Militia  and  the 
Special  Reserve  they  must  rule  out  all 
men,  except  engineers,  who  were  over 
thirty-six,  and  all  men  under  twenty,  be- 
cause the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  de- 
clared men  over  thirty-six  unfit  for  active 
service,  and  under  regulation  men  under 
twenty  were  not  allowed  to  be  sent 
abroad  in  case  of  war,  or  to  serve  abroad 
for  any  other  purpose.  There  were 
7,500  men  in  the  old  Militia  iAf  antry  over 
thirty-six,  and  18,300  under  twenty,  or 
an  actual  total  of  25,800  to  be  deducted 
from  the  number  of  men  serving  in  the 
old  Militia  Infantry.  There  were,theref ore, 
42,000  men  available  in  the  Militia 
Infantry  on  Ist  October,  1907.  But  there 
must  be  further  deducted  10  per  cent,  for 
casualties  or  as  being  medically  imfit, 
say,  4,000,  leaving  38,000  Militia  Infantry 
fit  to  take  the  field.  That  force  had  been 
absolutely  wiped  out  by  the  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  Again,  since  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man came  into  office  he  had  reduced 
the  Regular  Army  by  12,000  foot  guards 
and  infantry — nine  battalions  and 
their  Reserves.  Taking  these  two  forces 
together  they  had  50,000  men  who  had 
been  wiped  off  the  pay-list  of  the  British 
Army.  ITiat  was  a  very  large  and  a 
very  serious  weakening  of  our  defence 
forces.  What  did  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man propose  to  put  in  their  stead  ? 
If  they  looked  at  the  Army  Estimates 
it  would  be  found  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  establish  an 
Infantry  Special  Reserve,  numbering 
59,000  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men.  These  men  were  to  be  all  imder 
thirty-six  years  of  age,  except  the  en- 
Mr.  Ashley. 


gineers,  who  were  a  small  body.  Now, 
in  order  to  compare  this  body  with  the 
old  Militia,  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  acbnit  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  fair  to  deduct  from  it  the 
same  proportion  of  men  under  twenty 
as  was  in  the  old  Militia,  because  the 
men  would  be  recruited  from  the  same 
class  and  be  of  the  same  age.  Allowing 
10  per  cent,  for  casualties  and  as  being 
medically  unfit,  and  for  those  imder 
twenty  years  of  age,  that  would  amount 
to  23,000.  Deducting  these  from  the 
proposed  establishment  of  59,000  men 
there  would  be  a  Special  Infantry  Reserve 
of  36,000  non-conmiissioned  officers 
and  men  compared  with  38,000  of  the 
old  Militia,  or  2,000  to  the  bad. 
Therefore,  he  had  destroyed  since 
he  came  into  office  12,000  Regular  and 
38,000  Militia  Infantry,  and  proposed 
to  substitute  for  them  36,000  effective 
Infantry  Special  Reservists,  making  the 
net  loss  to  the  coimtry's  defence 
14,000.  That  was  the  very  minimum 
loss,  because  it  was  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  strength  and  the  establishment 
of  the  Infantry  woxdd  coincide.  Last 
year  the  old  Infantry  Militia  was  31,000 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
below  the  establishment,  and  it  was 
extremely  unlikely  arguing  from  the 
analogy  of  the  old  Militia  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  get  any- 
thing like  the  number  of  men  for  the 
Infantry  Special  Reserve  that  he  wished. 
He  would  point  out  to  the  Committee  that 
on  IstJuly  only  25,500  had  been  recruited 
out  of  the  59,000  the  Secretary  of  State 
wanted,  and  of  those  not  more  than 
18,000  were  over  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  therefore  only  18,000  were  avail- 
able for  the  purposes  for  which  he 
created  this  Reserve,  which  was  to  be 
the  Reserve  of  the  Regular  Army  in  time 
of  war.  From  15th  January  to  16th 
May,  4,545  less  recruits  of  all  arms 
were  enlisted  in  the  Special  Reserve 
than  were  recruited  for  the  old  Militia 
last  year.  The  recruiting  had  fallen 
by  5,000,  so  that  the  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  was  not  likely  to  get  so  many 
recruits  for  the  Special  Reserve  as  he  . 
got  for  the  old  Militia,  and  indeed  how 
could  he  expect  to?  This  year  too  they 
had  been  obtained  mostly  by  the  old 
Militia  permanent  recruiting  staff  of 
2,232,  who  in  the  future  were  to  perform 
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other  duties,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man    was      now     going     to     rely    on 
only   148    recruiting   officers.       Besides 
this  he  had  deliberately  dispensed  with 
the  services  of  7,500  men  of  over  thirty- 
six  years  of  age  who  were  in  the  Infantry 
Militia.    He  could  not  understand  the 
attitude  of  the  right  hon.   (Jentleman 
with  reference  to  this  age  limit.    If  he 
had  insisted  upon  every  man  who  had 
reached   thirty-six   years   of   age   being 
medically  examined  to  see  if  he  was  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  if  he 
was  found  to  be  medically  unfit,  dis- 
charging him,  he  would  have  been  with 
him.    But  why  should  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  say  a  man  was  not  fit  for 
active    service    after    he    had    reached 
thirty-six  ?     There  were  10,000  men  now 
serving    with    the    Regulars,    4,000    of 
whom  were  in  the  Colonies  and  India, 
and  3,500  in  the  Reserve  over  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  and  yet  the  Second  Reserve 
must  not  take  these  men  who  were  most 
useful     as    non-commissioned     officers. 
When  he  had  3,500  of  them  in  the  First 
Reserve  it  was  somewhat  pedantic  to  say 
that  they  must  not  serve  in  the  Second. 
That  was  extremely  hard  on  the  Special 
Reserve,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
desired  to  make  a  success,  because  it  was 
these  older  men  who  were  required  to 
steady  and  stiffen  the  ranks.     The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    was    so   hard  in   the 
matter  of  age  that  he  would  not  even 
allow  men  who  were  thirty-one  years  of 
age  who  had  served  seven  years  with  the 
Colours  and  five  in  the  Reserve  to  take 
on  in  the  Special  Reserve  till  they  were 
thirty-six.    He  knew   of   two  instances 
which  had  already  happened.     His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Petersfield,  who 
conmianded  a  Special  Reserve  battalion, 
had  told  him  of  two  men  who  for  many 
years   were  most  valuable  non-commis- 
sioned officers  who  had  served  their  full 
twelve  years  and  whom  he  was  obliged 
to  tell,  owing  to  this  ridiculous  regula- 
tion,   that    they    were    of    no   use   to 
him.    He  had  demonstrated  that  since 
the  Government  came  into  office    they 
had   reduced   the    Infantry   by    14,000 
as  the  minimum  and  had  disposed  with 
the  service  of  7,500  men  over  the  age  of 
thirty-six,  a  large  proportion  of  whom 
would  be  most  usef vd  men  to  have  in  the 
Special  Reserve.  How  could  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  justify  these  reductions  not 


only  in  the  Regular  but  in  the  Special 
Reserve  1     Hesurely  could  not  say  the 
reduction  was  justified  on  the  ground  that 
the  Infantry  Reserve  in  1899,  when  the 
Boer  War  broke  out,  was  sufficient.    Let 
the   Committee  read  the  War  Commis- 
sioners' Report.  Fifty-five  battalions  went 
out  short  of  strength,  some  of  them  being 
as  much  as  200  below.     The  Reserve  of  the 
Guards     alone    sufficed.    The    Regular 
Infantry  strength  to-day  was  5,000  less 
than   when   the   Boer  War  broke   out. 
Instead   of  the   Special   Reserve   being 
superior  it  was  immeasurably  inferior  to 
the  strength  of  the  Militia  in  1899.    There 
were  now  5,000  less  infantry  and  not 
more  than  half  what  the  Militia  was  in 
1899.     The    action    of    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  the  position  much 
worse,  as  he  would  find  when  the  next 
war  broke  out.    Could  it  be  justified  ou 
the  ground  that  we  had  an  enormous 
Reserve  at  the  present    time?    He  had 
supposed    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
would  have  justified  it  on  those  grounds 
until  he  heard  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  War  make  a  speech  in  another 
place  on   16th  July.    Lord  Lucas  was 
asked  why  he  had  closed  down  enlistment 
into  Section  D  of  the  Army  Reserve,  and 
replied  that  the  Reserve  at  the  present 
time  was  unduly  inflated.     They  thought 
the  Reserve  was  too  large,  and  therefore 
they  would  not  allow  men  to  join  the 
Reserve.     If  that  was  the  Government's 
view  it  was  no  use  arguing  with  them.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  our  Reserve  had 
increased  by  40,000  men  since  the  Govern- 
ment came  into  office,  but  the  Reserve 
which  was  now  so  large  would  in  a  year  or 
two  begin  to  diminish,  and  in  the  course 
of  six  years  dwindle  down  to  an  insigni- 
ficant factor.     But  all  the  credit  which 
was  due  for  the  creation  of  the  present 
Reserve  must  rest  not  with  the  Govern- 
ment,   but   with  Lord   Middleton  and 
the    right  hon.   Member    for   Croydon, 
who  by  their    extension  of  the   terms 
of    enlistment,    three    years    with    the 
Colours    and    nine  with   the   Reserves, 
founded  the  Reserve  which  existed  at 
the  present  time.     In  1899  the  Reserve 
was  found  to  be  ridiculously  inadequate. 
Lord  Midleton    took   office    and  stated 
the    three-year     Colour   system  in    the 
Line ;  this  system  broke  down  because 
of  the  drafts  for  India  and  concurrent 
seven  and  three  yeaigjColg^r  service  had  tc 
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be  initiated.  So  much  for  the  Infantry. 
What  had  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  done 
tor  the  Artillery  ?  In  1907  there  were 
11,000  Garrison  Artillery  Militia  present 
at  training,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men.  There  were  now  to  be  only  1,450 
Special  Reserve  garrison  gunners.  The 
Regular  garrison  gunners  had  been 
reduced  by  5,000;  11,000  Artillery  had 
been  abolished  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  in  their  place  were  1,450,  and 
the  Committee  was  asked  to  consider  a 
Reserve  of  1,450  sufficient. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  that  was  not 
quite  correct. 

♦Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  there  were 
more  than  1,450  Garrison  Artillery 
Reserve. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  there  were  15,000 
Field  Artillery,  5,000  less  than  there  were 
originally. 


*Mr.  ASHLEY : 
the  Estimates  ? 


Do  they  appear  on 


Mr.  HALDANE :     Yes. 

*Mr.  ASHLEY  said  in  that  case  he 
did  not  press  that  point.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  about  to  abolish  2,400 
Horse  and  Field  Artillery,  and  said  he 
wished  to  train  Special  Reservists 
to  take  their  places.  Had  he  desired 
to  train  the  Reservists  to  supple- 
ment these  men  he  would  have 
been  entirely  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  he  thought  it  would  be  most 
pernicious  to  use  them  in  substitution. 
Take  the  case  of  training  and  organisa- 
tion. The  Militia  Infantry  battalion 
-was  an  entity  in  the  past.  It  had 
regimental  traditions  and  feelings ;  it 
was  proud  of  having  served^  in  the 
Crimea  and  in  South  Africa ;  indeed, 
Members  of  that  House,  who  had  been 
associated  with  the  Militia  were  aware 
that  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  men  were  as  proud  to  serve  in  their 
Militia  battalion  as  were  the  officers 
and  men  of  any  line  battalion.  They 
had  their  organisation,  band,  mess  and 
everything  that  a  line  battalion  possessed. 
All  that,  however,  had  been  swept  away, 
in  order  to  have  these  special  battalions, 
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which  were  just  the  old  line  depots 
brought  back  in  their  worst  form.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  cut  down  th  i 
stalE  to  a  most  absurd  degree,  and  his 
hon.  friend  reminded  him  that  the  depot 
staff  was  abolished  altogether.  Where 
these  220  extra  Regular  officers  were  to 
come  from  he  really  did  not  know, 
because  he  could  not  imagine  that 
any  Regular  officer  who  really  cared  for 
his  profession  would  join  a  Special 
Reserve  battalion,  if  he  was  able  to 
get  a  job  anywhere  else.  Indeed,  he 
thought,  apart  from  the  military  side 
of  the  question,  that  the  money  induce- 
ments which  were  going  to  be  offered 
were  not  such  as  to  induce  him  to  go 
there.  Take  the  men  of  the  Special 
Reserve  battalions.  They  were  going  to 
have  them  at  seventeen,  ia  many  ca^es 
younger.  The  recruit  would  be  trained 
in  a  squad  in  a  comer  of  the  barrack 
square,  apart  from  the  regular  recruits 
for  the  Line.  He  did  not  say  that  he 
would  be  bullied,  but  he  would  be  treated 
in  an  inferior  way  imtil  he  volunteered 
for  the  Line.  He  would  have  coaling 
duty  and  all  the  dirty  work  of  the  bar- 
racks to  perform,  and  at  the  end  of  six 
months  time  he  would  drift  away  with 
just  enough  money  in  his  pocket  to  keep 
him  from  doing  any  regular  work,  but  not 
enough  to  maintain  him  in  a  proper 
state.  He  would  come  up  next  year 
for  a  fortnight's  training  and  six  days 
musketry,  and  that  would  go  on  for 
three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
when  the  boy  had  become  a  man  in  age, 
he  was  turned  into  a  first-class  Reservist. 
j  If  the  right  hon.  Grentleman,  instead  of 
reducing  the  Army,  had  said  he  was 
going  to  have  these  men  to  supplement 
his  proper  Reserves,  he  would  not  have 
had  a  word  to  say,  or  he  might  have 
said  that  it  might  be  an  improvement 
on  the  past ;  but  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  done  was  to  reduce  the 
regular  Army  by  24,000  men  (12,000 
Infantry),  and,  in  substitution  for  the 
Reservists,  he  was  putting  forward 
these  half -trained  boys  to  take  the'r 
place.  In  February  last  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  had  said  that  the 
Militia  was  composed  of  youths  of  seven- 
teen years  of  age  who  could  not  be  sent 
to  the  front  until  they  were  twenty, 
and  had  added  that  it  was  a  deplorable 
state  of  things.    So  it#w§iQA^^Illorable 
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state  ol  afEairs,  but  then  they  had  just 
as  deplorable  a  state  of  a&irs  in  the 
Reserves  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Why  had  they  all  thb  upset  simply  to 
have  a  more  deplorable  state  of  affairs 
than  under  the  old  Afilitia  t  In  regard 
to  the  question  of  discipline,  in  the  old 
Militia  the  men  were  associated  with 
those  who  had  the  right  to  command, 
and  the  habit  of  obeying  came  auto- 
matically. The  men  knew  their  cap- 
tain, officers,  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
•cers ;  they  were  associated  with  the  men 
who  would  bo  with  them  on  active  service, 
and  when  they  went  abroad  with  their 
xmits  they,  therefore,  obeyed  automatic- 
ally. What  was  to  happen  in  the 
Special  Reserve  ?  They  Imew  perfectly 
well  that  the  officer  who  had  trained  the 
Special  Reserve  recruit  would  not  be 
the  officer  who  would  lead  him  in  time  of 
war ;  the  non-commissioned  officer  who 
had  trained  him  for  Army  work  would 
not  be  the  officer  who  would  command 
him.  on  the  field  of  battle ;  the  comrades 
who  had  stood  right  and  left  of  him  in 
the  barrack  square  when  he  learned  the 
goose  step,  would  not  be  with  him  when 
lie  fought  the  enemy ;  and,  what  was 
more,  the  very  corps  in  which  he  en- 
listed would  in  all  probability  not  be  the 
•corps  in  which  he  would  fight  in  battle, 
and  the  man  who  joined  the  Rifie  Brigade 
at  Winchester  might  very  well  be  sent 
abroad  with  the  Seaforth  Highlanders. 
How  could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■expect  that  these  boys,  trained  so  in- 
adequately, could  be  efficient  substitutes 
for  the  veteran  Reservists  who  had 
served  seven  years  in  the  ranks,  and  who 
were  now  abolished  ?  This  plan  must 
imdoubtedly  be  a  failure,  and  he,  per- 
sonally, could  conceive  only  one  way — 
it  was  an  expensive  way,  for  it  would 
mean  building  barracks — out  of  the 
impasse  into  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  got  by  having  abolished  the 
Militia.  He  must  revert  to  three  lines 
instead  of  two.  He  must  have  a 
Regular  Army,  he  must  have  a  Special 
Reserve  as  a  short  service  Army,  and 
then  he  must  have  a  Territorial  Army 
in  reserve.  Instead  of  having  Special 
Reservists  trained  for  six  months  and  for 
three  weeks  every  successive  year,  let 
him  make  a  minimum  training  of  one 
year.    He   would  then  alwajrs  have  a 

•  military  body  which  was  an  entity,  and 
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not  a  fortuitous  collection  of  individuals 
in  a  Special  Reserve.  It  would  always 
go  on  exactly  as  a  Line  regiment,  and  it 
would  enable  the  Government  in  time  of 
stress  to  not  only  get  a  considerable 
number  of  efficient  men  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
when  depleted  by  war  and  disease,  but 
would  also  enable  these  Special  Reserve 
battalions  to  go  abroad  in  time  of  war. 
Under  present  conditions  it  was  perfectly 
impossible  that  they  could  fulfil  these  func- 
tions. The  number  of  men  in  each  battalion 
must  be  nearly  doubled,  and  the  period 
of  training  must  be  raised  from  six 
months  to  a  year.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  that,  he  thought  he 
would  revive  the  old  Militia  in  its  best 
form,  and  would  get  a  military  body 
which  would  be  a  strength  and  not  a 
danger  to  the  Empire.  '    ' 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  said  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  sample  of 
the  way  in  which  hon.  Members  thought 
it  their  duty  to  find  fault  with  everything 
in  a  system  because  there  was  something 
in  it  of  which  they  disapproved.  No 
doubt  the  Secretary  for  War  was  in  a 
very  difficult  position,  and  his  advisers, 
being  Regular  officers,  had  given  him 
advice  which  did  not  apply  to  Reserve 
battalions.  The  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site had  said  that  the  Militia  had  traditions 
which  had  been  swept  away  and  nothing 
put  in  their  place ;  but  the  Reserve 
battalions  were  exactly  the  same  as  the 
Militia  battalions.  The  hon.  Member 
shook  his  head.  But  he  himself,  like  the 
hon.  Member,  commanded  a  Reserve 
battalion,  and  ha  found  it  quite  possible 
— ^he  had  taken  care  to  do  it — ^to  maintain 
the  old  traditions,  and  to  have  the  band, 
colours,  and  so  forth.  He  quite  agreed 
that  it  was  difficult  to  continue  old 
traditions  when  a  great  change  was  made. 
He  was  old  enough  to  remember  when  a 
greater  and  more  comprehensive  change 
than  the  present  one  was  made  in  the 
Militia  battalions,  and  when  they  ceased 
to  be  the  Militia  of  the  county  and 
became  infantry  attached  to  other  bat- 
talions. That  was  a  long  time,  and  it 
caused  a  great  shock  to  a  good  many 
people.  Still,  that  had  not  stopped  the 
Militia,  nor  would  the  present  change 
stop  it.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber  for  Blackpool^.1^4  gqne^^^^^y 
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that  there  were  5,000  less  recruits  for 
the  Special  Reserve.  But  as  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  had  explained,  recruiting 
did  Djot  commence  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year,  but  in  the  autumn  or  winter. 
This  had  been  carefully  explained  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Men  did  not  join  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  because  six 
months  brought  them  to  the  summer, 
and  that  would  interfere  with  their 
summer  work.  They  joined  in  August 
or  September.  If  they  took  1906,  they 
found  that  the  recruit*  had  joined  the 
regiments,  where  there  was  six  montha 
training,  in  the  late  autumn  and  early 
winter,  and  not  in  the  spring  and  summer. 
That  accounted  for  a  great  many  more 
than  5,000.  Besides  which,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  there  was  always  a  sort 
of  stage-fright  in  connection  with  any- 
thing new,  and  for  some  weeks  men  would 
hardly  join  on  any  terms.  Of  course, 
there  was  a  slight  check  at  the  start, 
but  he  had  no  doubt  that  as 
regarded  the  Special  Reserves  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  as  far  as  men  were 
concerned.  The  hon.  Member  for  Black- 
pool had  referred  to  the  question  of 
separate  training.  If  there  was  to  be  a 
training  separate  from  that  of  the  Regu- 
lar troops  it  would  be  a  very  serious 
thing  for  the  Reserves.  There  were  three 
things  which  stood  in  the  way  of  their 
being  trained  with  the  Regular  recruits. 
In  the  first  place  they  were  being  trained 
with  a  rifle  that  was  obsolete,  while  in 
many  cases  the  Regulars  hed  the  new  rifle, 
and  they  could  not  be  drilled  together. 
That  was  to  be  got  over  very  soon  he 
understood,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
have  some  information  as  to  when  the  new 
rifle  would  be  issued.  Secondly,  there 
was  the  question  of  clothing,  which  made 
a  distinction  between  them,  and  it  was 
a  very  serious  distinction.  He  hoped 
gradually  the  Secretary  of  State  would 
manage  to  get  over  that  and  4^  away 
with  any  material  difference  in  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  troops  of  both  classes.  There 
was  a  most  elaborate  scheme  issued,  he 
thought,  by  the  Director-General  of 
Recruiting  and  Gynmasia,  who  had  the 
instruction  of  these  men  because  they 
were  supposed  to  be  recruits.  They  were 
recruits  for  the  first  three  months,  but 
not  after  that  time,  and  it  was  the 
Director  of  Troops  who  ought  to  have 
the  training  of  these  men,  and  they 
Mr.  Courtenay  Warner, 


ought  not  to  be  treated  entirely  as  re- 
cruits.   However,  their  recruit  training 
had  been  laid  down  for  the  six  montha- 
in  such  a  way  that  it  could  not  coindde 
with  that  of  the  troops  required  to  join 
their  Regular  battalions  in  three  months. 
The  man  that  joined  the  Regular  Army 
got  three  months  drill  at  the  depAt  and 
was  then  sent  on  to  his  Regular  battalion^ 
He  had  to  learn  a  certain  amount  in  three 
months.     But  a  syllabus  had  been  made 
out  by  the  War  Office  authorities  for  men 
who  were  going  to  be  trained  for  six 
months  as  Reservists  who  they  thought 
could  not  learn  enough  in  the  first  thjee 
months  to  be  put  alongside  the  Regular 
recruit.     In  fact,  there  were  two  different 
systems  of  training  ordered  by  the  War 
Office.    He  hoped  that  that  would   be 
stopped  before  long,  and  that  the  first 
three  months    of    a    soldier's   trainings 
whether  Reservist  or  not,  would  be  the 
same,  and  that  the  three  months  after- 
wards  would  be  dealt  with  in  other  ways^ 
The   right    hon.   Gentleman  had   made^ 
great  efforts  to  get  the  officers  he  wanted 
by   school  and  University  corps.     They^ 
might  be  very  good  things,  but  they  had 
not  produced  a  great  number  of  officers^ 
in  the  past,  and  he  did  not  believe  they 
would  in  the  future.     It  was  no  use  ta 
say  there  Were  2,000  men  in  the  corps- 
of  the  Universities  and  5,000  in  the  corps 
of  the   public   schools.     There   was   no 
guarantee    that    they    would    ever    be 
officers.     It   was   true   that   officers    o£ 
Militia   had    been   offered   £20   a   year, 
and  those  cadets  were  to  be  given  £26- 
when  they  left  the  cadet  corps  and  became- 
Reserve  officers,  but  that  would  not  make 
a  very  great  difference  or  encourage  many 
men  to  go  into  the  Reserve  Army.     The- 
difficulty  had  been  that  they  could  not 
get  enough  subalterns  in  the  Militia,  but 
they  had  all  the  same  difficulties  in  the 
Special  Reserve,  except  that  they  had 
training  for  six  weeks  instead  of  four,  and 
there  were  very  few  youngsters  who  would 
appreciate  that.     One  thing  they  were- 
asked  to  do  was  quite    impossible — to- 
give  a  longer  period  to  it  at  just  the 
moment  when  they  were  entering  into  the 
world.    In  the  old  days  it  used  to  be 
two  months  training  for  Militia  officere 
and  now  it  was  to  be  three.     That  would 
be  rather  a  difficulty,  and  he  would  presft 
on  the  Secretary  for  War  that  the  difficulty 
in  getting  officers  would^^^p^  much 
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increased  by  requiring  them  to  be  better 
trained.  It  was  true  that  if  they  could 
afford  to  insist  on  a  higher  stand  lurd  they 
might  have  longer  training  with  Regular 
units,  but  the  unfortunate  part  of  it 
was  that  they  had  never  been  able  to 
get  enough  officers  without  this  higher 
standard,  and  it  was  a  question  whether 
they  would  have  enough  officers  of  the 
old  standard — ^he  was  quite  sure  they 
would  not  get  enough  of  the  new.  The 
Secretary  of  State  ought  to  make  it  easier 
for  men  to  go  into  the  reserve  of  officers 
instead  of  more  difficult  by  raising  the 
standard.  He  did  not  see  that  it  was 
necessary  in  the  least  to  put  them  in 
important  positions  or  to  promote  them. 
He  might  leave  them  as  second -lieu- 
tenants until  they  were  efficient,  but  he 
should  make  it  as  easy  as  possible  for 
them  to  be  made  second-lieutenants.  It 
was  suggested  that  these  officers  would  be 
better  trained  because  they  would  be 
attached  to  a  Regular  unit,  but  that  was 
not  a  good  way  of  getting  all  the  informa- 
tion they  required  for  making  them  into 
officers.  It  was  a  very  bad  training  for  an 
officer,  and  the  sooner  it  was  altered  and 
he  was  sent  for  a  shorter  period  to  a  school 
or  training  depot  the  better  the  officer 
would  be  and  the  easier  it  would  be  to 
get  officers.  He  hoped  these  little  details 
might  be  altered,  and  he  was  sure  that 
with  such  alterations  the  Special  Reserve 
would  be  quite  as  efficient  as  the  old 
Militia.  It  would  be  available  to  be  sent 
abroad,  which  the  old  Milita  was  not, 
without  volunteering,  and  there  would  not 
be  much  difficulty  in  raising  the  numbers 
of  the  battalions  to  any  standard 
that  was  required.  The  age  of  thirty-six 
might  be  too  low,  but  even  at  that  it  was 
quite  possible  to  get  what  would  be  a  very 
strong  stiffening  of  the  Special  Reserve 
battalions  in  the  form  of  men  who  had 
been  through  their  Army  training  and  the 
Reserve,  and  in  time  of  war  probably 
bounties  might  be  given  them  to  join  and 
create  the  next  battalion  that  was  to  be 
formed  when  the  others  were  wanted  to  be 
sent  abroad.  He  believed  the  scheme 
would  be  a  success.  He  was  sure  the 
Militia  had  not  been  injured  by  it  so  far, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  strengthened  by 
small  improvements  which  might  yet  be 
made. 

Mb.   ASHLEY  moved  the    reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  £100. 


Motion  made  and  Question  put, "  That  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £839,900  be  granted 
for  the  said  service." — Mr.  Ashley. 

Me.  guy  baring  (Winchester)  said 
he  would  like  to  give  Us  approbation 
to  part  of  this  scheme — ^the  idea  of 
raising  the  Auxiliary  services  on  a  Special 
Reserve  basis.  He  thought  that  a  very 
good  idea  and  likely  to  work  well.  He 
also  thought  the  reserve  of  officers  would 
be  strengthened.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  he  was  adopting  the  Conti- 
nental standard  for  the  reserve  of  officers 
and  giving  them  one  year*s  training* 
But  that  year  was  very  soon  whittled 
down  when  he  said  service  with  a  cadet 
corps  would  entitle  him  to  tako 
off  four  months  of  the  year,  and 
service  in  a  University  corps  to  take^ 
off  four  more;  the  result  was  that 
in  the  end  he  would  only  have  four 
months  with  a  regular  battalion  instead 
of  the  year  which  Continental  officers, 
had,  which  was  hardly  on  all  fours  witk 
his  statement.  There  was  another  point 
in  which  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  do  an  injustice 
to  the  Regular  officer.  That  was  that 
these  Reserve  officers  were  to  step  into 
a  Regular  battalion  to  take  the  place^ 
of  officers  seconded.  Many  times  in 
his  life  he  and  his  brother  officers  had 
sat  down  to  calculate  how  soon  they 
would  command  a  battalion,  and  they 
had  more  or  less  a  line  to  go  on,  but 
with  Special  Reserve  officers  coming  in 
and  out  when  they  pleased,  it  would 
be  very  hard  indeed  on  the  Regular 
officer  who  wanted  to  get  some  idea  of 
how  his  promotion  was  going.  He 
would  very  much  like  to  have  some 
explanation  on  that  point.  With  regard 
to  the  quality  of  the  men  to  be  turned 
out  in  the  Special  Reserves,  with  an 
establishment  of  62,000  men  they  were 
only  going  to  have  35,000  if  war  broke 
out.  That  was  rather  a  falling  off. 
They  had  also  to  face  the  fact  that 
undoubtedly  out  of  that  35,000  a  very 
considerable  number  would  be  scooped 
up  by  the  battalions  mobilising.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  to  increase 
his  establishment  if  he  was  to  avoid  that, 
and  as  to  that  he  had  to  consult  his- 
colleagues  and  his  Party,  and  then  to- 
get  the  men;  so  there  was  a  great  deal 
before  him  if  he  wanted  to  have  even, 
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35,000  men  out  of  the  Special  Reserve. 
These  men  were  going  to  be  the  Reserve 
of  the  Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000 
men.  The  Expeditionary  Force  no  doubt 
would  be  well  trained  and  equipped,  but 
they  would  require  drafts  which  would  be 
made  up  from  the  Special  Reserves. 
How  did  their  training  compare  with 
that   of  the   drafts   which   Continental 

armies  would  get }  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Cabinet  who  received  messages 
from  the  Oerman  Emperor,  and  he  had  a 
message  not  long  ago  congratulating  him 
on  the  formation  of  the  Territorial  Army. 
He  did  not  think  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  had  received  any  congratulations 
upon  the  formation  of  the  Special  Re- 

:ssrve.  It  was  ridiculous  to  compare 
the  Special  Reserve  with  the  German 
Reserve,  who  had  been  trained  for 
certain  one  year  and  probably  for  two 
years.  How  could  those  men  take  the 
places  of  Regular  soldiers  after  only  six 

months  training?  The  fact  that  they 
had  a  volimtary  enlistment  forced  them 

'to  give  up  11,000  or  12,000  recruits 
every  year  for  the  Regular  Army.  He 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
force  would  ever  be  trained  fit  to  take 
the  field.  The  statement  which  the 
Secretary  for  War  had  made  about  men 
enlisting  in  the  winter  was  not  in  his 
favour,  because  that  was  the  worst 
time    for    training    soldiers.    He  would 

like  to  know  if  the  training  was  to  be 
given  at  Aldershot,  Salisbury  Plain,  or 
at  the  depot.     There  was  a  great  military 

Hiifficulty  here,  and  he  regretted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  instead  of  showing 
them  a  way  out  of  it  had  left  them  no 
better  off.  He  did  not  think  anything 
would  be  done  till  they  had  a  reverse 
in  the  Field  or  some  regrettable  incident 
happened,  and  then  they  would  probably 
have  a  War  Commission.  Some  general 
would  be  crucified  and  the  blame  would 
not  be  put  in  the  right  place,  which  was 
the  House  of  Commons. 

♦Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  An- 
dover)  said  the  debate  had  reminded 
him  of  an  old  adage  that  they  might  do 
anything  with  bayonets  except  sit  on 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  be  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea, 
because  the  Army  was  bleeding  to  death 
iiis  Special  Reserve,  and  the  Territorial 

Mr.  Ouy  Baring. 


Force  was  bleeding  the  Special  Reserve, 
The  Special  Reserve  must  alwajrs  be 
weakened  by  this  process,  and  they  were 
in  a  position  which  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  If  they  were  going  to  be 
short  by  many  thousands  in  the  Special 
Reserve,  and  50,000  short  in  the  Terri- 
torial Army,  he  was  sure  the  House 
and  the  comitry  would  prefer  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  get  up 
and  declare  that  he  meant  to  get  the 
men  somehow.  He  had  always  believed 
in  the  scheme  brought  forward  by  the 
Secretary  for  War,  provided  he  could 
get  the  men.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  way  out  of  the  difficulty  would 
be  to  insist  upon  those  counties  which 
had  not  contributed  their  propej*  quota 
by  50  per  cent,  providing  the  remainder. 
He  did  not  see  why  those  counties  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  do  so.  His  hon. 
friend  behind  him  had  stated  that  it 
would  be  a  bad  plan  to  train  soldiers  in 
the  winter,  but  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  training  them  in  both  summer  and 
winter  was  a  good  plan,  and  if  that  fact 
was  better  known  they  would  be  able  to 
get  more  men.  As  regarded  the  age  limit 
about  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Black- 
pool had  spoken,  he  agreed  that  it  was 
desirable  to  get  a  doctor's  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  men  of  thirty-six  years  of 
age  before  getting  rid  of  them.  It 
seemed  very  strange  not  to  enlist  men 
over  thirty-three  years  of  age  because 
they  would  reach  thirty-six  years  of  age 
before  their  service  was  up.  The  Secre 
tary  for  War  might  think  over  that  point, 
because  it  was  one  which  might  help 
him.  With  regard  to  the  clothing  of 
both  officers  and  men,  it  was  changed 
80  often  that  it  became  a  great  .train 
upon  the  resources  of  the  men.  It  had 
been  said  that  another  member  of  the 
Cabinet  had  been  interfering  in  War 
Office  alEairs,  and  that  was  rather  hard 
upon  the  civilian  servants  at  the  War 
Office,  and  he  hoped  no  more  would  be 
heard  of  this  complaint.  In  conclusion, 
he  desired  to  call  attention  to  the  ab- 
sence of  so  many  hon.  Members  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House. 

♦Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON  (Hampshire, 
Petersfield)  said  that  as  one  who  had  served 
some  years  in  the  Militia  and  who  had  had 
a  slight  experience  in  the  Special  Reserve 
perhaps  he  n^^ht  be  allowed  to  make  a 
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iew  lemarks.    He  would  like  to  call  the 

.attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  con- 

Hiitions  under  which  recruits  joined  the 

Special  Reserve  now  serving  at  the  depots. 

A  recruit  joined  in  order  to  undergo  six 

months  drill.     If  he  was  eighteen  years 

of  age  and  completed  three  months  drill 

lie  could  then  go  on  to  the  Regular  Army 

,  and  receive  a  bounty  of  30s.    If  he  was 

■seventeen  years  of  age  or  under  he  could 

•do  six  months  drill  and  at  the  conclusion 

lie  would  receive  a  30s.  bounty  and  go  into 

the  Army.     If  in  the  Army  they  laid 

-down  a  rule  that  they  would  take  no 

recruits  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  why 

did  they  give  a  recruit  in  the  Special 

Reserve  30s.  to  join  the  Army  when  he 

^as  under  eighteen,  and  might  be  only 

seventeen  or  imder  ?    The  special  recruits 

did  six  months  drill  at  the  depot,  and 

they  did  it  side  by  side  with  the  men 

who  went  into  the  line.    His  point  was 

that  the  pay  of  the  recruit  for  the  line 

was  the  same  as  that  of  the  recruit  for 

the    Special  Reserve,   who    received    in 

4idditiou  a  bounty  of  30s. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  he  got  it  whether 
he  went  into  the  Regular  Army  or  not. 

♦Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON  said  that  for 
"the  Special  Reservist  who  went  into  the 
Army  at  the  end  of  six  months  there  was 
A  boimty  of  SOs.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  told  them  that  the  number  of  re- 
-cruits  who  had  done  three  months  drill 
and  joined  the  Regular  Army  numbered 
1,161.  That  was  the  reason  a  bounty  of 
50s.  was  given  at  the  completion  of  three 
months  drill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Tiad  not  told  them  how  many  recruits 
joined  the  Regular  Army  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  who  had  completed  six  months 
•drill.  He  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  there  was  at  all  the 
depots  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
carrying  out  of  musketry  drill  by  these 
recruits.  Those  who  at  the  end  of  five 
months  were  dismissed  home  in  conse- 
■quence  of  there  being  no  accommodation 
for  the  musketry  drill  did  not  receive  the 
bounty,  while  others  who  had  only 
done  three  months  drill  and  had 
joined  the  line  had  their  bounty  paid. 
This  was  considered  unfair,  and  he 
lioped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
look  into  the  matter.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  allowing  the  men  who  had 


served  in  the  Army  to  enlist  in  the  Special 
Res^ve,  h©  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  alter  the  age  from  thirty  to 
thirty-five  or  more.  He  was  sure  that 
many  men  were  kept  out  in  con- 
sequence of  the  arrangements  already 
in  existence.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  officers,  he  hoped  he  might 
be  allowed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  extraordinary 
regulations  under  which  they  had  to 
serve.  The  officer  of  the  Special  Reserve 
was  on  a  different  footing  from  every 
other  officer  in  the  Army.  He  had  to 
undertake  to  serve  for  a  year  and  dur- 
ing that  year  he  could  not  retire, 
and  he  could  only  give  potice  of  his 
intention  to  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  was  bound  to  the  Army  for  a  veer, 
he  could  be  sent  away  from  his  unit, 
he  could  be  sent  to  any  other  unit,  or 
he  could  be  sent  to  any  other  part  of 
His  Maiestv's  forces.  Ihis  pressed  very 
hardly  on  the  younger  officers.  He  in 
stanced  the  case  of  a  boy  who  wished 
to  join  the  Special  Rfeserve  when  he 
came  down  from  Cambridge  or  Oxford. 
If  he  joined  the  Special  Reserve  he  was 
bound  to  it  for  a  year,  and  perhaps  it 
might  be  that,  in  consequence,  he  was 
unable  to  take  up  other  employment 
that  might  be  offered  to  him.  The 
senior  officers  especially  found  it  very 
hard  that  they  had  to  retain  the  responsi- 
bility of  bielonging  to  the  Special  Reserve 
for  a  year  under  any  circumstances, 
and  there  was  a  great  feeling  among  those 
officers  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
retire  if  they  wished.  Otoe  way  out  of 
the  difficidty  which  had  been  suggested 
was  that  if  an  officer  wished  to  retire 
he  should  be  allowed  to  do  so  by  paying 
back  the  £20  which  he  had  received. 
He  was  sure  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
officers  unless  they  got  a  chance  of  re- 
tiring. Another  point  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  attention  was  that  an 
officer  of  the  Special  Reserve  was  bound 
to'  go  abroad  with  any  imit,  and  not 
necessarily  the  battalion  to  which  he 
belonged.  An  officer  of  the  Territorial 
Army  was  not  boutid  to  go  at  all,  and 
consequently  that  officer  was  able  to 
make  his  own  terms  with  the  War  Office. 
Again,  an  of&cer  of  the  Territorial  Army 
might  choose  to  go  with  his  own  battalion 
or  not  at  all.  He  was,  therefore,  in  an 
entirely  different  J>gO#tj(J^(fe^gl^«^ 
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of  the  Special  Reserve.  Referring  to 
the  training  of  the  officers  of  the  Special 
Reserve,  the  hon.  Member  said  that  at 
the  present  time  they  were  going  to  be 
allowed  to  take  on  special  duty  if  their 
services  were  required.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  why  it 
was  that  the  officer  of  the  Special  Reserve 
had  not  been  allowed  to  take  the  place 
of  a  Regular  officer  at  the  depot  when 
no  Regular  officer  was  available.  Speak- 
ing OD  21st  February  last  at  the  Militia 
Club  dinner  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said — 

"We  shall  require  for  purposes  of  the  new 
third  battalions  a  considerable  number  of 
additional  Regular  officers — ^more  than  200. 
These  are  officers  who  must  be  there  all  the 
year  round  at  their  work.  Now  we  are  quite 
prepared  to  consider  with  you  whether  it  is 
possible  for  Militia  officers  of  the  old  organisa- 
tion to  help  us  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
end.  It  may  be  that  we  may  find  ourselves 
in  a  position  to  offer  to  you  commissions 
which  will  enable  those  of  you  who  desire  and 
are  qualified  to  come  in  and  take  your  place 
as  part  of  the  220,  if  that  is  the  exact  number 
of  Kegular  officers  whom  we  require  for  this 
new  task.  At  any  rate,  this  is  a  matter  into 
which  we  are  prepared  to  go  with  you,  and  we 
shall  rely  on  the  advice  of  your  representatives 
in  securing  to  us  the  particular  standard  of  men 
who  are  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  Regular 
officers  and  to  be  present  the  whole  year  round.'  * 

He  had  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
how  many  commissions,  if  any,  had  been 
ofiered  to  Militia  officers  who  desired 
to  come  in  as  part  of  the  220  additional 
Regular  officers  required  in  the  new 
third  battalions,  and  on  20th  July  he 
received  the  following  reply — 

**  No  such  commissions  have  been  offered  to 
Militia  officers  in  place  of  the  proportion  of 
Regular  officers  allocated  to  the  new  third 
battalions,  nor  was  this  at  any  time  contem- 
plated. As  the  outcome  of  a  conference  with 
the  representatives  of  Militia  Commanding 
Officers  the  Army  Council  have  arranged  to 
employ  Special  Reserve  officers  both  with 
Regular  units  and  at  the  depots,  in  the  latter 
case  where  the  number  of  recruits  at  the  depots 
exceeds  a  certain  number.  Special  Reserve 
officers  will  be  employed  with  Regular  units 
when,  as  often  happens,  there  is  a  temporary 
shortage  of  Regular  officers,  or  when  Regular 
officers  are  seconded.  I  may  add  that  to 
enable  Special  Reserve  units  to  obtain  junior 
officers  pending  the  machinery  of  the  new 
training  corps  becoming  fully  operative,  the 
Army  Councils  have  decided,  as  an  interim 
arrangemient,  to  allow  candidates  for  com- 
missions in  the  Special  Reserve  to  qualify  by 
serving  with  a  Regular  unit  for  four  months 
provided  that  they  apply  for  commissions  before 
the  18th  of  next  December,  instead  of  the  full 
probationary  period  of  twelve  months." 

Mr,  W.  Nicholson, 


He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  how  he  could  reconcile  these  two- 
statements.  It  was  a  matter  of  dis- 
appointment to  the  officers  of  the  Militia, 
many  of  whom  thought  they  would  be 
elegible  and  qualified  to  come  in  and 
take  part  as  Regular  officers  in  the 
depot.  He  hoped  the  matter  would  be 
reconsidered  by  the  righthon.  Gentleman* 
He  was  sure  that  there  was  not  a  suffi« 
cient  number  of  Regular  officers  avail* 
able  to  go  to  the  third  battalions.  As  ta 
special  service  as  a  whole  he  pointed 
out  that  not  only  had  the  members 
of  the  different  battalions  been  cut 
down,  but  many  of  the  battalions,  instead 
of  being  amalgamated  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  promised  last  year,  had 
been  disbanded.  That  might  seem  rather 
a  minor  matter,  but  it  was  not  so  regarded 
by  the  officers  of  the  battalions  which, 
had  been  disbanded.  He  was  very 
sorry  that  the  War  Office  had  seen  fit 
to  do  away  with  the  services  of  some 
of  those  officers  who  had  had  experience 
of  war  and  who  were  well  qualified  to 
be  officers  in  the  Special  Reserve.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  War  Office  had 
cut  down  the  establishment  of  the 
existing  Special  Reserve.  In  the 
case  of  the  battalion  with  which  he 
was  himself  connected  there  used  to 
be  ten  companies  and  now  there 
were  only  eight,  and  the  establish- 
ment had  been  reduced  from  1,000 
to  500.  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  allowed  the  Special 
Reserve  sufficient  staff  to  undertake  the- 
duties  which  would  fall  to  them"  in 
future.  In  connection  with  the  reduction 
of  the  staff  many  non-commissioned 
officers  had  received  notice  to  go  in  the 
next  few  weeks.  He  thought  the  ques- 
tion  of  reducing  the  staff  should  be 
reconsidered,  and  that  instead  of  cutting 
it  down  sufficient  staff  should  be  allowed 
to  meet  emergencies. 

Mr.  HALDANE  was  understood  tc 
say,  in  respect  of  the  Winchester  case^ 
that  there  had  been  a  misapprehensioD 
in  the  treatment  complained  of,  but  that 
the  point  would  be  dealt  with.  As  to* 
the  ofiScers  of  the  Special  Reserve,  a  con- 
ference of  Militia  officers  had  been 
assembled,  and  he  undersuxKl  that  the 
Committee  had  decided  that  another 
suggested    plan    was    preferabla.       The 
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War  Office,  however,  was  anxious  to  do 
^1  it  could  to  meet  the  cage  of  the 
Militia  officers,  and  he  would  consider 
the  matter  further.  He  believed  that 
the  suggested  arrangements  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  satisfactory  to  the  Members 
present,  even  if  they  had  not  worked  out 
«o  in  practice. 

Lord  J.  JOICEY-CEaL  (Lincohishire, 
Stamford)  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
prided  himself  that  his  Special  Reserve 
battalion  would  be  able  to  go  abroad 
:as  a  solid  battalion  in  time  of  war,  and 
that  he  would  be  in  a  better  position  than 
lie  was  with  the  old  Militia  battalions 
in  the  last  war.  He  thought  the  right 
Ixon.  Gentleman  would  be  no  better  o5. 
Be  had  done  away  with  the  Militia 
battalions  which  used  to  supply  drafts 
for  the  line  battaUons.  Under  the  old 
system  they  had  a  certain  number  of 
battalions  which  they  could  send  abroad 
anywhere  because  they  always  volim- 
teered  when  wanted.  Consequently  the 
IVar  Office  knew  what  niunber  of  men  it 
liad.  Now  they  had  done  away  with  those 
battalions,  and  he  did  not  see  that  the 
forces  of  the  Crown  had  been  strengthened. 
"The  Secretary  for  War  was  always  say- 
ing that  the  great  drawback  to  the  old 
Militia  Beserve  was  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war  the  Militia  found  them- 
^selves  deprived  of  their  best  men,  who 
were  taken  to  fill  up  the  line  battalions  ; 
and  that  he  had  done  away  with  this 
trouble  for  ever.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  trouble  was  done  away  with  after 
the  war,  by  abolishing  the  Militia 
Beserve,  and  so  keeping  the  Militia 
battalions  intact,  except  for  volunteering 
for  the  Regular  Army.  So,  if  a  Militia 
battalion  of  400  men  were  sent  to 
garrison,  say,  Aden,  or  some  other  place, 
the  authorities  would  know  that  there 
were  400  men  there  till  otherwise 
ordered;  and  that  none  of  them  had 
been  enlisted  to  serve  with  any  but 
their  own  battalion.  The  Secretary  for 
War  had  reverted  to  the  old  plan  of 
Special  Reserves,  as,  if  a  Special  Reserve 
l>attalion  was  sent  out  for  garrison  duty 
and  a  reverse  happened,  say  in  Aden 
or  India,  and  men  must  be  had,  a 
telegram  could  bring  a  warship  and 
embark  practically  the  garrison,  leaving 
the  place  imdefended.  He  contended 
therefore  that  there  was  danger  in  doing 
away    with    the    Militia  as    had    been 


done.  He  believed  that  the  men  they 
would  get  from  the  Reserve  battalions  to 
supply  the  deficiences  in  the  Line  would 
in  most  cases  require  a  great  deal  of 
knocking  into  shape  before  they  were  fit 
to  take  their  regular  place  in  the  line 
battalions.  The  position  which  Regular 
officers  would  have  to  take  during  the 
training  of  the  Special  Reserve  battalions 
must  cause  friction,  and  esprit  de  corps 
would  be  absolutely  extinguished  by 
enlisting  men  for  general  service  in  the 
Special  Reserve,  and  also  by  mixing  up 
Regular  and  other  officers.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Lich- 
field that  the  traditions  of  the  Militia 
battalions  would  go  down  to  the  Special 
Reserve  battalions.  The  feeling  in  the 
majority  of  counties  was  just  the  reverse, 
and  the  plan  of  drafting  reservists  from 
one  regiment  to  another  would  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  men  from  joining 
the  Special  Reserve  battalions. 

♦Captain  MORRISON-BELL  (Devon- 
shire, Ashburton)  .thought  that  we 
were  as  a  nation  in  a  very  serious 
position  as  regarded  our  Army.  We  had 
done  what  he  considered  the  strangest 
thing  that  any  nation  could  possibly 
have  done,  by  abolishing  not  only  a  large 
number  of  men,  but  a  very  important 
part  of  the  personnel  of  the  Army  before 
we  had  anything  to  take  their  place. 
He  could  not  imagine  any  other  nation 
doing  anything  so  short-sighted.  When  he 
heard  the  hon.  Member  for  Lichfield 
sajring  that  he  hoped  the  training  of 
the  Special  Reserve  officers  would  be  made 
more  easy  than  at  present  in  order 
to  fit  them  for  the  duty  which  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  perform  in  time 
of  war,  it  led  him  to  think  we  were  enter- 
ing into  a  very  dangerous  position. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  present  training 
of  those  officers  was  a  bit  too  arduous. 
He  himself  had  had  experience  in  the 
Militia,  of  which  he  was  an  officer  before 
he  joined  the  Regular  service.  He  knew 
they  thought  a  great  deal  of  themselves 
and  believed  they  were  nearly  as  good 
as  the  Regulars,  but  when  he  got 
into  the  Regular  Army  he  found  that  he 
had  a  great  deal  to  learn.  Seeing  that, 
so  far  as  he  could  understand,  the  Re- 
servists would  have  to  take  the  place  of 
Regular  soldiers  in  time  of  war,  he 
deprecated  strongly  the  idea  of  reducing 
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the  training  whicli  was  given  to  them  at 
present.  It  would  be  disastroas  to  make 
that  training  less  onerous  for  those  who 
would  have,  in  the  event  of  a  campaign, 
to  take  their  place  in  the  Line.  He  had 
also  been  greatly  disappointed  with  the 
remark  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
that  some  of  the  Special  Reserve  officers, 
when  occasion  arose,  would  have  to  take 
the  place  of  combatant  officers.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  well  enough 
that  there  was  a  very  deep  feeling  right 
through  the  service  that  at  the  present 
moment  officers  were  thinking  them- 
selves extremely  badly  treated  because 
of  this  foolhardy  reduction  in  the  number 
of  battalions.  Owing  to  that  reduction 
a  great  number  of  officers  were  sent  into 
the    Line    battalions,     promotion    was 


and  over  again  that  there  was  a  great 
dearth  of  officers,  that  they  did  not  know 
at  the  present  moment  where  to  look 
for  officers  to  fill  up  vacancies  both  in  the 
Reserve  and  in  the  Regulars.  It  was  no 
good  talking  about  the  Eton  and  Harrow 
Volunteers  being  able  to  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient supply.  It  was  well-known  that 
the  percentage  of  officers  coming  from 
such  cadet  corps  was  not  very  great,  and 
it  was  no  use  pretending  to  the  country 
that  because  we  had  cadet  corps  in  the 
public  schools  we  should  have  a  sufficient 
supply  of  officers.  The  question  of  the 
sufficiency  of  officers  was  a  most  serious 
one,  more  especially  when  they  did  not 
know  where  to  look  for  them,  and  he  felt 
it  was  no  solution  <  f  the  problem  to  say^ 
that  we  had  these  cadet  corps  in  the 


stopped  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  |  public  schools.  They  had  had  cadet 
much  injustice  was  done  to  those  unfortu-  ,  corps  before  ;  they  were  not  new  institu- 
n  ate  regimental  officers  who  were  the  back-  i  tions,  and  therefore,  from  past  experience 
bone  of  the  service.  Those  regimental  j  they  could  not  be  looked  to  to  provide 
officers  were  threatened  that  if  they  '  a  sufficient  supply  of  officers.  He  only 
were  seconded  for  particular  duty,  i  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Special  Reserve  officers  were  to  be  would  give  some  explanation  on  the 
brought  into  their  places,  and  that  points  that  he  had  raised.  He  was 
would  make  it  absolutely  impossible  certainly  not  one  to  run  down 
for  the  regimental  officers  to  secure  their  I  any  scheme,  and  he  sincerely  hoped 
promotion.    He   knew    of   a    particular    that     this     new     scheme     of     Special 


instance  where  a  senior  subaltern  had 
only  a  few  months  to  run  to  complete 
nine  years  service  when  another  officer 
was  brought  in  and  stopped  his  promo- 
tion, with  the  result  that  he  had  to  wait 
nearly    three  years  before  he    got  his 


Reserves  would  be  a  success.  He 
felt  very  nervous  about  the  matter. 
He  did  not  think  much  would  be  done  by 
this  winter  training.  The  training  was 
becoming  more  practical  every  year^ 
and  he  did  not  believe  in  the  men  being 


troop.  All  that  had  caused  a  great  deal ';  put  into  depots  by  way  of  training  for 
of  feeling  in  the  service.  It  was  no  use  ' 
asking  officers  to  serve  in  the  Line 
regiments  when  statements  were  made 
such  as  those  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. They  felt  that  the  moment 
might    come    when,     after     all,    they 


the  work  which  they  would  have  to  do- 
in  time  of  war.  Then  there  was  the 
question  of  shooting.  If  these  Reserv- 
ists were  to  be  asked  to  take  their  place 
in  time  of  war  among  the  Regulars,, 
they  should  have  facilities  given  them 


were   not  going  to   get   the   promotion  i  for  perfecting  themselves  in  their  duties. 


which  they  deserved  and  had  worked  for. 
He  hoped  that  the  Committee  would  be 
given  some  sort  of  explanation  of  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  for  he  felt  very 
strongly  and  he  knew  that  the  regimental 
officers  felt  just  as  strongly  that  they  had 
not  been  well  treated,  and  there  was  great 
soreness  amongst  them  because  officers 
were  brought  in  from  other  regiments 
very  much  against  their  wishes  and  so 
prevented  them  getting  their  step. 
Another  point  was  that  they  heard  over 
Captain  Morrison-BelU 


They  should  not  be  allowed  to  have  old 
rifles,  but  those  which  they  would 
have  to  use  in  time  of  war.  If,  as  he 
understood,  they  were  to  be  armed 
with  the  new  rifles,  then  he  would 
urge  that  there  should  not  be  too  long 
a  delay  in  supplying  them,  and  also 
proper  rifle  ranges  at  which  ta 
practise.  He  hoped  the  scheme 
would  be  a  success,  but  he  did  not  at 
present  see  that  they  could  look  forward 
to  it  with  much  hope  of  its  being  so. 
He    sincerely    trusted    that    the    mea 
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would  Gome  forward,  that  every  facility 
would  be  given  to  them  to  attain  pro- 
ficiency, and  that  the  training  would 
not  be  reduced  or  in  any  way  made 
easier  for  either  officers  or  men. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
said  he  did  not  rise  to  take  the   part  in 
the  debate  which  his   right  hon.  friend 
the   Member  for  Croydon  was  so  well 
qualified  to  take,  because  his  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  was  not  compar- 
able    with     that     of     his    right     hon. 
friend    who,     unhappily,    had    had    to 
leave      under      medical      orders,      and 
could  not  be  present.     He  rose  to  ask 
two    questions.    He  was  in  full  agree- 
ment with  his  hon.  friends  in  deploring 
the    reduction    which    the    Government 
had  thought  fit  to  make,  both  in  the 
Regular  Army    and    in  the  number  of 
Militia    battalions.    He    thought    it    a 
very  unhappy  step,  the  consequences  of 
which  they  were  not  even  yet  in  a  position 
fully    to    measure.     His    first    question 
related  to  the  drain  which  would  be  put 
on   the   Special   Reserve   Force   if,    un- 
happily, hostilities  broke  out.  The  theory , 
as  he  understood  it,  was  that  the  func- 
tion   of   supplying   the   waste    of    war 
would  only  begin  after  the  battalions 
had  been  adequately  mobilised.    If  his 
memory    served    him    rightly,    the    old 
Reserve   was   inadequate   to   meet   the 
necessities  of  mobilisation  at  the  time 
of    the    South    African    war.    Was    he 
right    in    supposing    that    the    normal 
Reserve  in  future  would  not  only  be  not 
greater  than  in  1899,  but  would  actually 
be  less,  because  the  number  with  the 
Colours  was  less  now  than  it  was  then  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  Reserve  pro- 
duced will  be  in  the  normal  117,000. 
That  is  sufficient  to  mobilise  the  battalions 
for  home  defence. 

Mr.  |A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  regarded  the  figures  was  satis- 
factory, but  he  was  a  little  puzzled  to  know 
how  that  result  was  arrived  at,  for  this 
reason.  He  believed  the  establislunent  was 
lower  than  it  was  in  1899.  The  terms  of 
service  were  the  same  as  in  1899.  The 
Reserve  in  1899  was  inadequate,  and  he 
should  have  anticipated  under  those 
circumstances     that     the    right     hon. 


Gentleman  would    not    have    been    in 
the  favourable    position    in    which    he 
seemed  to  think  himself.    If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  give  the  House- 
some  assurance  on  that  point  it  would  be 
a  great  satisfaction  to  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers.   We   were   in  a  very  favourabW 
position  as  to  Reservists  because  the  late^ 
system  gave  a  great  many  men  for  that 
purpose,  and  it  was  unfortunate,  from, 
that  point  of  view,  that  it  had  to  be 
abandoned.    But  it  was  necessary  because- 
it  could  not  supply  the  drafts  for  India. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not,  in  trying  to 
arrive  at  a  system  satisfactory  from  many 
points  of  view,  found  that  it  was  not 
satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of 
sending  battalions  into  the  field  at  their 
full  strength.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  find  that  the  number  of  units  in  the 
Reserve   was   not   normal;    the  Special 
Reserve  would  have  to  be  drawn  upon 
at  once  and  the  Special  Reserve  would 
be  at    once    reduced  to  far  below   its 
proper  strength.    <t  would  be  seen  that 
his  first  question  refeired  to  the  mobili- 
sation of  the  battalions  for  the  field.    His 
second  question  referred  to  the  Special 
Reserve  itself  and  especially   to    those 
battalions  in  the  Special  Reserve    who 
were  regarded  as  in  the  fullest  sense  the 
successors  of  the  Militia,  and  who  would 
probably  be  called  on  in  an  emergency  to 
take  the  place  of  Regular  garrisons  in 
the   Mediterranean  and  elsewhere  over 
sea.     Did    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
think  that  under  his  system  they  would 
have  the  same  esprit  de  corps  as  the  old 
battalions    of    Militia    working    under 
officers  who  had  trained  them  ?     It  had 
been  made  a  matter  of  criticism  of  his 
scheme  that  the  drafts  from  the  Special 
Reserve  might  be  sent  to  any  battalion 
to  make  up  the  wastage  of  war.     That, 
he  took  it,  was  inevitable,  but  the  conse- 
quence by  which  a  man  might  be  called 
on  to  serve  in  a  regiment  with  which  he 
had  no  connection  or  local  association 
was  to  be  deplored.     But  his  question 
did  not  relate  to  that  part  of  the  problem. 
It  related  to  the  use  of  those  Special 
Reserve  battalions  by  themselves,  not  as^ 
supplying   drafts.    Would    they    go  on 
foreign  service,  for  which  they  were  now 
liable,  with  the  same  officers,  carrying 
with  them  the  same  traditions,  and  in  all 
respects    as   favourably   constituted   as- 
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existing  Militia  battalions  weie  when 
called  upon  to  volunteer  in  times  of 
•emergency  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  replied  that  it  was 
the  intention  to  preserve  the  esprit  de 
<^orp8  of  the  battalions,  and  to  give  them 
as  far  as  possible  their  own  officers.  They 
never  knew  what  might  happen  when 
they  went  to  the  theatre  of  war ;  but 
their  desire  was  to  go  on  as  at  present. 
As  to  the  drain  on  the  Reserve,  the  right 
Ion.  Gentleman  would  remember  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  discussion  last 
year  over  the  actuarial  calculations.  He 
liimself  did  not  feel  competent  to  check 
the  actuarial  calculations,  and  he  was  not 
«ure  that  anybody  in  the  House  could. 
But  he  had  them  made  again,  and  the 
numbers  arrived  at  were  obtained,  he 
thought,  from  taking  89,000  of  the 
•ordinary  Reserve  and  25,000  of  Section  B. 
That  gave,  and  he  thought  that  was 
the  way  in  which  the  result  was  arrived 
at,  about  the  figure  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  said 
that  in  the  Territorial  Army  the  officers 
were  excused  from  being  obliged  to  serve  as 
High  Sheriffs,  whereas  the  officers  of  the 
Special  Reserves  were  not  so  excused. 
'Why  was  that  ?  He  would  like  a 
reply  to  that  question.  He  might  be 
4tllowed  to  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
*Qentleman,  at  all  events,  on  his  attempt 
to  get  officers  from  the  Universities  and 
public  schools.  He  thought  that  that  was 
the  right  way  to  go  abniut  the  matter. 
But  he  was  afraid  that  he  could  not 
congratulate  him  on  getting  the  men  he 
required,  and  if  he  got  officers  they  would 
be  of  no  use  without  men.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  recruits  would  be  foimd  to 
be  youths  of  imder  twenty  years  of  age, 
who  would  be  of  little  or  no  use  in 
actual  warfare.  Many  of  them  were 
•certainly  weedy  and  undeveloped,  and 
they  enlisted  because  they  had  been 
starved  to  a  great  extent,  their  parents 
being  so  badly  off  that  tiiey  could  not 
afford  to  bring  them  up  on  heavily-taxed 
tea  and  bakers'  bread,  with  most  of  the 
nourishment  taken  out  of  it,  and  which 
DMght  or  might  not  be  cheap.  Certainly, 
this  was  one  of  the  "  advantages "  of 
allowing  our  markets  to  be  free  to  nations 
outside  of  Great  Britain.  There  was 
•another  thing  which  had  struck  him  in  | 
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connection  with  the  recruiting  of  im- 
mature boys ;  it  was  that  the  new  rifle 
kicked  a  good  deal  more  than  the  cM.  one, 
in  spite  of  its  bell  mouth.  He  was  afraid 
that  this  new  rifle  kicked  so  much  that 
the  poor  lad  of  seventeen  would  not 
be  able  to  let  it  off  more  than  twenty 
or  thirty  times,  instead  of  perhaps  100 
times,  as  would  be  required  in  actual 
warfare.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
these  imderfed,  immature  lads  who  were 
to  help  to  hold  back  the  thoroughly 
trained,  picked,  fully-developed  and  well- 
fed  men  from  Germany,  or  other  coun- 
tries, and  they  had  to  be  able  to  do  that 
with  six  months  training,  and  until  the 
Territorial  Army  could  be  got  into  form. 
It  would  appear  that  the  Secretary  for 
War  had  declined  to  allow  old  Volunteers 
and  old  men  of  the  Militia  and  Army  to 
be  so  organised  that  they  could  be  used 
in  case  of  emergency.  He  imderstood 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  put 
his  foot  down  and  said  that  he  would 
not  have  it.  He  pointed  out  that 
these  old  soldiers  and  Volimteers  of  forty 
or  fifty  years  of  age  had  received  a 
thorough  training,  and  were  of  a  great 
deal  more  use  than  these  poor  bojrs  of 
seventeen  years  of  age.  Probably  they 
could  get  them  at  considerably  less  ex- 
pense. He  would  like  to  give  an 
example  of  the  sort  of  horses  which 
were  hired  for  the  Artillery  forces.  He 
happened  to  have  a  friend  who  lived  not 
very  far  from  where  he  resided  ;  he  had 
known  him  for  a  good  many  years ;  he 
was  a  butcher.  Three  horses  were  hired 
at  £3  3s.  a  week.  He  happened  to  know 
them — ^they  were  all  "  screws  "  ;  and 
the  butcher  was  told  that  they  were  on 
no  account  to  go  out  for  a  walk.  One 
horse  was  a  small  boy's  pony ;  the  second 
would  not  pass  a  bicycle  except  \mder 
very  severe  compulsion  ;  and  the  third 
threw  itself  down  when  it  was  not  pleased. 
None  of  them  was  strong  enough  for 
the  gims.  A  fourth  horse,  with  navicular 
lameness,  was  stronger  than  any  of  the 
other  three,  being  up  to  12st.  21b8.  He 
was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  see  that  in  tUs  case  he  had  got 
economy  and  efficiency  combined.  He 
could  not  see  how  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man's  scheme  was  going  to  work,  and 
he  thought  Lord  Tweedmouth  was  right 
when  he  said  that  this  new  scheme  was 
a   gamble.    He  thought  the   Secretary 
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for  War  was  gambling  with  the  safety 
of  the  country ;  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, from  the  speech  he  made  in  Bristol 
in  May  last,  cci^inly  had  realised  our 
-dangerous  position.  This  was  what  the 
TVar  Minister  had  said — 

*'  That  we  must  take  care  that  we  did  not 
he&t  our  swords  into  ploughshares  before  the 
•other  nations  did  the  same ;  that  there  was  no 
on -86  greater  than  war  except  being  unprepared 
for  it  when  it  came,  because  defeat  would  mean 
the  destruction  of  our  trade,  commerce,  credit 
and  security ;  that  war  came  very  suddenly, 
and  nations  still  did  wage  war  ;  that  a  blow  at 
the  heart  of  the  Empire,  at  a  great  city  like 
London,  was  a  prospect  so  tempting  to  an  enemy 
that  they  might  be  sure  that  on  the  least 
-encouragement  an  enemy  would  take  advantage 
•of  it ;  that  it  would  be  the  easiest  way  of  bring- 
ing a  war  to  a  conclusion,  and  would  mean  ruin 
-to  our  country  and  starvation  to  our  people." 

That  was  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said,  and  he  would  remind  him  that 
he  had  previously  warned  them  that  it 
was  quite  possible  that  we  might  become 
too  poor  to  keep  up  the  two-Power 
standard.  He  supposed  that  that  meant  we 
should  have  to  depend  upon  our  Army 
to  defend  us  against  invasion.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  said 
that  our  Navy  might  be  evaded,  and 
that  we  could  not  keep  it  tied  to  our 
shores.  And  it  was  on  immature  boys, 
with  this  short  period  of  training,  most 
of  which  was  apparently  to  be  carried 
out  in  the  winter  months,  when 
it  was  impossible  to  do  field  work, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  them 
they  were  to  depend  in  case  of  serious 
national  emergency.  He  would  point 
out  that  the  great  German  port  of 
CJuxhaven  was  twenty-five  and  a  half 
liours  from  Hull,  and  ten  and  a  half 
liours  from  Berlin  by  troop  train,  and 
many  German  Army  corps  could  easily 
"be  trained  to  that  port.  There  was 
nothing  near  Hull  except  untrained 
Territorial  units,  which  were  not  yet 
in  complete  existence,  being  without 
torses,  and  Jtheir  artillery  entirely 
useless.  Colonel  Repington,  the  military 
correspondent  of  The  Times,  on  6th 
June  wrote  that  we  should  require 
700,000  ;  but  the  Secretary  for  War 
had  first  of  all  told  them  that  he  was 
going  to  get  700,000  to  900,000  for  the 
Territorial  Army  and  the  Reserve. 

Mr.    HALDANE   was   xmderstood   to 
say  that  he  stated  that  the  number,  in 
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time  of  national  emergency,  might  rise 
to  700,000  or  800,000. 

Mr.  hunt  said  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  have  been  wrongly  reported, 
but  he  had  certainly  seen  that  statement! 
The  military  correspondent  of  The 
Times  said  we  should  require  700,000— 
500,000  mobile  Army  and  fairly  trained  ; 
150,000  for  garrison  duty  in  Great 
Britain,  and  50,000  to  protect  Ireland. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  This  is  not  rele- 
vant to  the  subject  of  Special  Reserves. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  talking  about 
other  matters  outside. 

Mr.  hunt  thought  he  had  about 
come  to  the  end  of  his  remarks.  He 
hoped  he  would  hear  an  answer 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  about 
the  officers  for  the  Territorial  Army  and 
the  Special  Reserves  in  connection  with 
the  obligation  to  serve  as  High  Sheriff 
and  to  serve  on  juries,  and  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  also  tell  them 
something  which  would  make  them  feel 
a  little  more  comfortable  about  the  safety 
of  the  country. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland,  York- 
shire, Richmond)  said  he  might  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
general  matters  which  had  been  raised 
in  the  debate.  He  thought  that  quite 
the  most  important  question  was  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  Special  Reserve 
could  be  relied  upon  to  perform  the 
function  for  which  it  had  been  called 
into  existence — ^namely,  for  finding  the 
drafts.  If  they  found  that  the  Special 
Reserve  was  required  to  fill  up  the  bat- 
talions, and  only  some  portion  of  it 
remained  for  drafting  purposes — 
the  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  called 
into  being — then  to  a  consider- 
able extent  it  would  have  failed. 
They  relied  not  on  the  Special  Reserve 
but  on  the  ordinary  Reserve  to  raise 
units  to  the  full  strength  at  the  beginning 
of  hostilities.  They  had  been  asked 
two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  the 
debates  :  "  As  it  was  the  fact  that  some 
units  were  not  able  to  mobilise  at  full 
strength  at  the  beginning  of  the  South 
African  War,  how  will  you  be  certain 
that  that  will  not  occur  again,  and  that 
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you  will  not  have  to  call  upon  these 
Special  Reserves  in  order  to  mobilise 
your  units  in  the  first  place  ? "  The 
answer  was  largely  that  the  condition 
jof  things  at  the  beginning  of  the  South 
African  War  was  by  no  means  a  normal 
condition.  In  the  first  place,  they  had 
just  before  that  time  been  creating  new 
units,  and  had  been  re-enlisting  men 
from  the  Reserve  into  these  units.  The 
Reserve  had  been  specially  depleted  to 
form  new  units,  and  was  therefore 
considerably  below  the  strength  it  would 
otherwise  have  been  at. 
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Mr.  ASHLEY: 
Not  very  many. 


How  much  below  ? 


♦Mr.  ACLAND  said  that  there  had 
been  considerable  re-enlistment  from 
the  Reserve  into  the  Line.  Another 
reason  for  the  special  difficulty  was 
that  they  had  not  power  at  that 
time  to  call  out  men  from  Section  D 
until  the  whole  of  Section  B  had  been 
exhausted.  Now,  they  could  take  men 
from  Section  D  when  they  wanted  them, 
and  therefore  those  special  disadvan- 
tages which  existed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  no  longer  existed.  They  were, 
of  course,  in  a  specially  advantageous 
position  now  owing  to  the  Reserve 
containing  many  men  who  had  served 
for  three  years,  but  it  was  as  certain  as 
anything  could  be  that  when  the  normal 
had  been  reached,  provided  care  had 
been  taken  that  units  did  not  sink  below 
the  safe  and  proper  establishment, 
the  ordinary  Reserve  would  be  amply 
sufficient  to  complete  the  units  to  the 
full  strength. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  wish  the  hon. 
Grentleman  would  explain  how,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  at  present  the  Lifantry 
are  5,000  below  the  strength  they  were 
in  1899,  5,000  fewer  men  could  produce 
a  greater  Reserve  than  was  produced 
in  1899. 

♦Mr.  ACLAND  said  he  was  only  speak- 
ing about  such  units  as  existed.  It  was 
no  doubt  true  that  units  had  been  done 
away  with  in  the  last  few  years — not  by 
one  Secretary  for  War  alone.  He  could 
not  pretend  that  the  same  total  force 
would  be  mobilisable  as  at  the  time 
before    any    reforms    had    taken    place 
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several  years  ago.  Then  there  was  the 
important  question  whether  the  training 
which  was  going  to  be  given  to  these 
Special  Reserve  units  would  be  sufficient 
to  fit  them  for  this  purpose  of  providing 
drafts  for  the  Regular  Army.  Time 
would  show.  All  they  could  say  for 
certain  at  present  was  that  the  training 
these  men  were  having  would  be  at 
any  rate  a  great  deal  better  than  the 
training  which  the  Militia  used  to  have. 
Very  good  opinions  were  given  as  to  the 
results  of  the  training  of  the  Spectator 
Company,  which  was  trained  during  the 
winter — the  worst  time  of  year.  The 
training  of  the  Special  Reservists  would 
be  for  six  months,  and  it  would  give 
very  much  better  material  than  anything 
they  had  had  before.  More  they  could 
not  say.  With  regard  to  the  officers, 
there,  again,  surely  they  would  be  in  a 
better  position.  The  normal  position  of 
the  Special  Reserve  officers  under  the 
new  conditions  would  be  that  they  would 
have  been  through  a  special  two-year 
course  at  a  school,  a  special  two-year 
course  at  a  University,  and  four  months 
attachment  to  a  regular  unit.  That, 
again,  was  a  great  improvement  on  any- 
thing which  was  asked  for  before,  and 
especially  in  this  way — that  to  spread  the 
training  over  a  series  of  years  and  to 
have  graduated  courses  which  were  not 
all  taken  in  a  few  months  together  was, 
he  believed,  a  much  better  way  of  training 
men  who  already  possessed  a  certain 
amount  of  education  than  trying  ta 
concentrate  their  training  altogether^ 
because  they  were  interested  in  their 
work,  keen  about  it,  and  thinking  about 
it,  and  picked  up  in  one  year  very  quickly 
at  the  place  they  left  off  the  year  before^ 
Then  there  was  a  question  about  the 
bounty  on  transfer  to  the  Regular  Army, 
Here  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wha 
wrote  a  letter  in  The  Times  that  morning 
had  fallen  into  an  error.  It  was  not  a 
fact  that  there  was  a  special  £2  bounty 
on  transfer  from  the  Special  Reserve  into 
the  Regular  Army.  The  £2  bounty  waa 
for  transfer  from  the  MiUtia  into  the 
Special  Reserve,  and  the  bounty  given 
on  transfer  from  the  Special  Reserve  into 
the  Regular  Army  was  30s.,  and  that 
given,  not  as  a  bounty  on  transfer  into 
the  Regular  Army,  but  as  a  bounty  on 
completion  of  the  six  months  service. 
They  regarded  the  men  as  having  earned 
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that  boontj  whether  they  joined  the 
Regulars  or  not,  and  they  did  not  ofier 
the  special  bounty  to  try  to  induce 
men  to  go  over  into  the  Regulars 
extra  to  that  which  was  given  in  any 
case. 

♦Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON :  The  SOs. 
bounty  is  given  to  boys  of  seventeen  or 
under.  On  the  other  hand,  the  War 
Office  lays  down  that  eighteen  is  the 
earliest  age  for  any  boy  to  join  the 
Regular  Army. 

♦Mr.  ACLAND  said  that  that  was  not  so. 
These  bounties  were  not  given  to  boys  of 
seventeen.  They  would  take  great  care 
to  see  that  no  boys  of  that  sort  joined  the 
Regulars.  But  they  were  no  doubt  taking 
boys  of  seventeen  and  a  half,  joining  the 
Special  Reserve  at  seventeen,  doing  their 
six  months  and  getting  their  30s.  They 
were  no  doubt  taking  these  boys  younger,at 
the  end  of  their  six  months  training,  than 
they  would  like  to  take  them  if  they 
came  straight  as  recruits  for  the  Regulars. 
They  had  the  disadvantage  in  that  case 
that  they  were  younger,  but  they  had  the 
very  great  advantage  that  they  cams 
after  their  six  months  training  and 
therefore  in  a  much  better  physical  and 
military  condition  than  they  would  be  if 
they  sent  them  away  for  six  months  and 
then  took  them  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
They  gained  in  efficiency  and  lost  perhaps 
in  the  age  at  which  they  were  taken  into 
the  Regular  Anny. 

♦Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON  said  that  accord- 
ing to  the  Regulations  a  recruit  at  the 
conclusion  of  six  months  might  join  the 
Regular  Army  even  if  he  had  not  attained 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  provided  he 
fulfilled  the  necessary  physical  require- 
ments, and  Jie  was  to  receive  his  bounty. 
If  the  boy  was  under  eighteen  the  country 
had  to  pay  for  him  for  the  extra  six 
months  and  keep  him  during  that  time, 
and  did  not  gain  a  man  who  could  go  on 
foreign  service.  The  country  had  to  keep 
him  so  many  months  longer  until  he  could 
go  on  foreign  service. 

♦Mr.  ACLAND  stated  that  the  quota- 
tion just  read  from  the  Regulations 
showed  that  the  statement  previously 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  tnat  these 
boys  were  taken  by  the  Regulars  under 


seventeen  was  quite  erroneous.  Refer- 
ring  to  a  further  point  raised,  it  was,  of 
course,  true  that  they  had  taken  powers 
to  post  these  Special  Reservists  to  any 
unit  in  the  Army  of  the  arm  to  which 
they  belonged.  That  was  inevitable. 
They  could  not  give  anything  like 
an  absolute  guarantee  that  men  would 
only  be  sent  to  join  the  Regular 
unit  to  which  the  Special  Reserve  unit 
belonged.  It  might  quite  well  be  that  in 
those  particular  units  of  the  Regular 
Army  there  had  been  no  wastage  at  all. 
If  that  were  so,  it  would  surely  be 
unreasonable  to  ask  them  to  lock  up  the 
Special  Reservists  belonging  to  those 
units  and  not  to  post  them  to  other  units 
in  which  there  might  have  been  very 
heavy  wastage.  He  was  Sure  it  was 
intended  not  to  break  the  Territorial 
connection,  but  they  could  not  give  any 
guarantee  on  the  point.  It  had  been 
said  that  officers  were  going  to  be  posted 
to  Regular  battalions  instead  of  officers 
seconded,  but  that  was  only  intended  to 
be  done  very  much  as  a  temporary 
measure.  It  was  not  intended  thereby 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  promotion,  but  there 
might  be  periods  when  an  officer  was 
seconded  for  a  comparatively  short  time 
and  where  it  would  not  be  fair  to  make  a 
promotion,  because  he  would  be  soon 
coming  back  and  the  particular  rank  that 
he  belonged  to  would  be  over-full.  It 
was  very  carefuDy  considered  by  the 
Adjutant-General,  and  he  could  not 
imagine  anybody  more  careful  as  to  rights 
of  officers  of  the  Regular  Army.  With 
regard  to  jury  service,  surely  it  was  true 
that  the  Territorial  officers  and  men  got 
less  pay  and  probably  quite  as  much  if 
not  more  responsibility  than  those  of  the 
Special  Reserve.  The  responsibility  of 
the  Territorial  also  lasted  the  whole  of  the 
year,  whereas  that  of  the  Special  Reservist 
was  only  for  a  comparatively  short 
period.  It  was  only  fair,  therefore,  to 
give  the  privilege,  such  as  it  was,  of  being 
excused  from  service  on  juries  all  the 
year  roimd  to  men  of  the  Territorial 
Force.  . 

Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  said  it  was  a  thankless  task 
to  have  to  criticise  the  Special  Reserves, 
and  it  always  went  against  the  grain  to 
criticise  the  provision  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  Empire.     He  thought  the 
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speeches  delivered  that  night  had  taken 
the  right  and  just  coarse.  When  the 
IGnister  for  War  last  rose  from  his  seat 
it  was  to  offer  to  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position an  assurance  that  in  connection 
with  the  Special  Reserves  the  esprit  de 
corps  should  be  carefully  watched  and 
preserved.  It  was  ver^  difScult  indeed 
for  those  sitting  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  to  realise  that  that  was  the 
attitude  of  the  Ifinister  for  War.  The 
men  who  enlisted  in  this  force  were  not 
told  that  they  might  be  drafted  in  any 
time  of  emergency  to  any  other  unit  and 
that  they  might  be  called  upon  to  fight 
in  a  unit  to  which  they  were  not  accus- 
tomed. This  applied  not  only  to  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  but 
also  to  the  officers.  Any  officer  of 
the  Special  Reserve  when  war  broke  out 
or  a  national  emergency  arose  might  be 
drafted  off  to  another  unit  to  fight  among 
perfect  strangers.  Of  course  the  officers 
would  feel  those  strange  surroundings 
less  than  the  men,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
men  it  would  be  more  serious,  because 
they  were  greatly  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  they  had  with  them  comrades  to 
whose  habits  and  friendship  they  had  been 
accustomed,  and  to  be  thrown  amongst 
complete  strangers  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
curious  way  of  safeguarding  the  esprit 
de  corps  of  those  troops.  Why  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  go  out  of  his  way  to 
destroy  sentiment  in  connection  with  this 
force  ?  He  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  assembly  which  was  more  controlled 
by  sentiment  than  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  had  seen  the  House  almost  in 
tears  over  sentiment,  and  he  had  often  seen 
it  reduced  to  laughter.  The  House  of 
Commons  did  not  ignore  the  fact  that 
sentiment  was  one  of  the  greatest  powers 
in  the  world,  and  yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  handling  this  part  of  the 
defensive  forces  went  out  of  his  way  and 
destroyed  one  of  the  finest  sentiments  by 
changing  the  name  of  the  Militia,  around 
which  military  men  had  clustered  ever 
since  the  days  of  Waterloo,  ever  since  the 
days  when  they  garrisoned  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  ever  since  they  volimteered 
for  South  Africa,  where  they  did  a  noble 
work  on  behalf  of  their  Queen,  King,  and 
country.  Why  could  he  not  allow  them 
to  remain  under  the  name  of  the  Militia 
of  whicli  they  were  proud  ?  He  had  now 
Mr.  Carlile. 


given  them  an  emasculated  kind  ot  title 
known  as  Special  Reserve.  He  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ignored 
the  power  of  sentiment  always,although  he 
had  done  so  in  connection  with  this  force. 
What  chance  was  there  of  this  being  made 
an  efficient  force  ?  The  lads  joined  at 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  as  soon  as  they 
were  any  good  the  best  of  them  would  be 
drafted  off  into  the  Army.  So  this 
force  on  which  they  would  learn  to  rely  as 
years  went  by,  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  succeeded  by  regula- 
tions  in  destroying  esprit  de  corps  and 
sentiment,  would  be  constantly  emascu- 
lated by  the  removal  of  all  those  who 
constituted  its  best  members  and 
there  would  be  only  the  residuum  left. 
They  were  to  have  six  months  training 
in  their  first  year.  That  surely  was  little 
enough  for  such  a  future  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  place  them  in. 
The  next  year's  training  dropped  from  six 
months  to  three  weeks.  Those  lads  did 
not  come  from  the  classes  which  provided 
the  Territorial  Army.  They  did  not 
come  out  of  the  great  operative  and  textile 
centres  throughout  the  country,  but  they 
came  more  or  less  from  a  poor  class  and 
many  of  them  had  suffered  from  unem- 
ployment. They  joined  this  force,  got 
their  six  months  training,  and  the  next 
year  they  got  three  weeks  training — 
which  was  far  too  little — and  in  the 
meantime,  while  they  were  not  being 
trained  for  the  other  forty-nine  weela 
of  the  year,  they  were  seeking  employ- 
ment and  were  bound  to  deteriorate. 
For  forty-nine  weeks  in  the  second 
year  they  had  to  seek  a  precarious 
livelihood,  and  they  would  deteriorate 
not  only  in  physique,  but  intellectu- 
ally and  morally  as  well.  This  could 
not  possibly  be  avoided  under  the 
system.  Why  should  they  'be  told  that 
they  could  rely  upon  this  Special  Reserve 
which  was  marked  off  as  something 
peculiarly  choice  ?  This  was  the  force 
they  were  to  rely  upon  lA  case  of  war. 
It  was  true  that  boys  learned  quickly, 
and  at  seventeen  a  boy  would  learn 
in  half  the  time  that  a  man  at  twenty- 
seven  would  take,  but  it  should  not 
be  overlooked  that  they  were  equally 
quick  at  forgetting  what  they  had 
learned.  Instead  of  taking  care  of  these 
men,  nurturing  them,  protecting  them  so 
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as  not  to  allow  them  to  detenorate, 
they  were  allowed  to  soSer  through  un- 
emplojmeAt.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  Militia  sent  out  24,000  men  to 
the  South  African  War,  but  he  would 
like  to  know  how  many  this  Special 
Reserve  could  send  out.  Out  of  the 
58,500  who  would  be  i^ecessary  to 
form  the  establishment  of  the  Infantry, 
only  18,000  at  the  very  utmost  would 
be  available  to  go  abroad  in  time  of  war. 
During  the  South  African  War  the 
Militia  sent  out  24,000  men,  and  they 
did  grand  work.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Special  Reserve  was  formed, 
it  would  not  be  able  to  do  what  the 
Militia  did  with  an  organisation  which 
had  sentiment  and  esprit  de  carps,  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done  his 
best  to  destroy.  What  could  they  say 
about  the  men  trained  in  the  depots  1 
The  one  thing  they  wanted  now  was  to 
be  able  to  train  the  brains  of  their  men, 
And  the  humblest  private  in  the  Special 
Reserve  ought  to  have  his  brain  trained. 
They  wanted  to  institute  initiative 
amongst  the  men.  They  would  be  sent 
out  to  do  work  in  extended  order,  and 
they  could  not  alwajrs  be  in  touch  with 
the  captains  and  others.  The  men  would 
have  to  think  for  themselves,  and  they 
were  not  being  trained  in  the  country 
where  they  could  be  taught  to  take  cover. 
How  could  they  train  the  men  to  take 
cover  in  a  barrack  square  ?  It  could 
not  be  done.  The  firat  year  the  men 
might  get  a  little  training,  but  the 
second  year's  training  would  be  fatal  to 
any  power3  of  initiative  in  the  men. 
They  wanted  them  to  think.  These  were 
serious  considerations  which  ought  to  be 
kept  in  mind  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  before  he  gave  the  assurance  to 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the 
esprit  de  carps  was  to  be  carefully  nur- 
tured and  preserved  in  connection  with 
the  Force  which  he  feared  very  much 
would  never  really  be  an  efficient  Force. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Mid. 
Devon,  who  had  had  considerable  mili- 
tary experience,  said  he  was  nervous 
about  it.  He  did  not  wonder  at  that. 
The  word  of  the  hon.  Member  in  the 
matter  ought  to  carry  considerable 
weight.  WT^t  did  the  hon.  Member 
think  of  boys  of  seventeen  being  sent  to 
garrison  Malta  and  other  places  like 
that?     The   right  hon.   Gentleman  had 


told  the  Committee  that  the  Special 
Reserve  was  going  to  be  sent  out  to 
Malta.  He  would  like  to  see  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  attempting  to  send 
boys  of  seventeen  to  garrison  the  Medi- 
terranean fortresses.  There  was  not  a 
mother  in  the  country  who  would  not  be 
coming  up  and  saying :  "  You  will  not 
send  my  son  of  seventeen  to  those 
climates."  The  Prime  Minister  had  had 
a  hot  time  in  regard  to  the  su&agettes, 
but  that  was  mere  child's  play  compared 
with  the  experience  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  would  have  with  the 
mothers  of  England,  who  would  give  him 
such  a  time  as  he  was  never  likely  to 
forget.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  take  to  heart  many  of  the 
things  which  had  been  said  by  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House.  He  hoped  that,  not- 
withstanding the  present  regulations 
which  were  very  much  against  the 
esprit  de  carps  which  was  always  essen- 
tial in  a  British  military  Force,  the 
sentiment  which  enabled  our  soldiers  to 
rally  round  the  name  which  they  held 
dear  would  be  shown,  for  without  it  a 
military  Force  nowhere  could  do  any 
good. 

*Captain  MORRISON-BELL  said  there 
was  one  remark  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  which,  he  was  sure,  the  whole 
of  the  officers  of  the  Regular  Forces 
would  receive  with  the  deepest  disap- 
pointment, namely,  the  statement  that 
the  officers  of  the  Special  Reserve 
were  to  be  allowed  to  go  into  the 
places  of  those  seconded  from  their 
regiments.  Were  these  Special  Reserve 
officers  to  fill  the  gap  ?  If  that  was 
the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman, 
he  felt  that  he  would  cause  the  greatest 
disappointment  to  the  officers  of  the 
Regular  Forces.  The  regimental  officers 
were  the  backbone  of  the  Army,  and 
yet  they  had  been  passed  over  again  and 
again  and  others  hnd  been  put  into 
positions  which  might  have  been  given  to 
them.  There  might  be  reasons  for  that, 
but  he  did  not  know  what  they  were. 
He  thought  it  was  a  mistake  co  put  in 
the  Special  Reserve  officers,  and  he  hoped 
it  was  not  too  late  to  reconsider  the 
matter.  If  he  commanded  a  regiment, 
and  an  officer  came  to  him  to  ask  to 
1)e  seconded  under  these  circumstances 
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he  would   see  him [laughter].     This 

was  a  serious  question,  and  the  pro- 
posal would  cause  the  greatest  con- 
sternation among  regimental  officers. 
There  was  no  justification  for  it,  and  he 
hoped  there  would  be  some  further 
reference  to  the  matter  by  the  Secretary 
of  State. 


Mr.  ACL  and  said  the  matter  was 
made  perfectly  plain  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  the  following  Answer  to  a 
Question  on  20th  July^- 

f  '*  Special  Reserve  officers  will  be  employed  j 
with  Regular  units  when,  as  often  happens,  there 
is  a  temporary  shortage  of  Regular  officers, 
or  when  Regular  officers  are  seconded.     I  may  | 
add  that  to  enable  Special  Reserve  units  to  ! 
obtain  junior  officers  pending  the  machinery 
of  the  new  training  corps  becoming  fully  opera-  I 
tive  the  Army  Council  have  decided,  as  an 
interim  arrangement,  to  allow  candidates  for  { 
commissions  in  the  Special  Reserve  to  qualify  I 
by  serving  with  a  Regular  unit  for  four  months,  | 
provided  that  they  apply  for  commissions  before  ' 
the  18th  of  next  December,  instead  of  the  fuli  | 
probationary  period  of  twelve  months.'*  i 

j 
It  was  not  intended  to  block  the  hopes 
ot  promotion  of  the  regimental  officers. 


Captain  MORRISON-BELL  said  that 
if  these  Special  Reserve  officers  were 
going  to  be  put  in  the  place  of  officers 
who  were  seconded  for  three  years  a  great 
injustice  would  be  done  to  the  regimental 
officers,  who  already  felt  that  they  had 
a  strong  grievance. 


♦Captain  MORRISON-BELL  said  he 
could  not  take  great  comfort  from  that 
statement.  Already  promotion  had  been 
delayed  to  a  most  dangerous  degree, 
and  the  officers  were  deeply  disappointed. 
The  officers  knew  at  present  that  they 
had  a  very  poor  chance  of  promotion  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment.  From 
start  to  finish  promotion  was  slow,  but 
now  they  were  told  that  Special  Reserve 
officers  were  to  be  put  in.     That  would 

I  make  promotion  still  slower,  and  there 
was    not    the   slightest  justification  for 

I  such  an  injustice  being  done. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis)  con- 
curred in  the  expression  of  pity  which 
had  fallen  from  hon.  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  abolition 
of  the  Militia.  He  believed  that  the 
Militia  had  been  abolished  through  the 
procedure  in  past  years  by  which  the 
Volunteers  had  entered  so  much  into 
competition  with  the  Militia.  He  under- 
stood that  of  the  101  battalions  there 
were  twenty  in  Ireland  where  there  wes 
no  competition  with  the  Territorial 
Army.  Of  these  twelve  were  kept  intact 
and  eight  were  draft-producing  battalions. 
He  wished  to  know  how  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  succeeded  in  recruiting 
officers  and  men  from  the  Militia  in 
Ireland  as  compared  with  the  recruiting 
of  officers  and  men  from  the  Militia  in' 
this  country,  where  the  Territorial  Army 
was  in  competition. 


Question  put. 


Mr.  HALDANE  made  a  remark  which       The    Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  77 
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Tellers  fob  the  Noes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.    to    choose    this    subject    because    three 

i  }ears   residence  in   Constantinople    had 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES,  19()&-9.     j  enabled  him  to  realise  how  complicated 

Class  II.  '  was  the  path  of  any  Minister  and  with  what 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, "  difficulties  and  dangers  it  was  strewed^ 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £40,830,  be  j  in  any  negotiations  he  had  to  carry  on 

granted    to  His  Majesty,   to  complete  |  with  the  Turkish  Government.       There 

the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  |  were   many  wajrs  of   approaching   this 

which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  |  intricate   problem.     Indeed,   there  were 


during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afeirs." 

*Mr.  a.  PONSONBY  (Stirling  Burghs) 


many  groimds  for  forming  political 
opinions  on  any  "subject.  Peojie  built 
their  political  opinions  on  moral  founda^ 
tions,  on  legal  and  economic  foimdations^ 
andon  hiunanitarian  foundations  ;  and  he  / 
thought  that  those  who  built  their  views 
on  humanitarian  fomidations,  although. 


said  that  he  desired  to  raise  a  question  :  *hey    might     sometimes     be     laughed 

in  the  sphere  of  foreign  politics,  which 

was  of  the  greatest  importance  at  the 

present  time.     He  alluded  to  the  state  of 

affairs  in  Turkey ,  especially  as  it  affected 

our  policy  in  Macedonia.     It  was  with  a 

feeling  of  great  embarrassment  that  he 

touched    upon    this    subject,    not    only 


from  the  fact  that  he  was  addressing^ 'was   not  only   the    humanitarian   view 


the  House  for  the  first  time,  but  also 
because  events  in  that  part  of  the  world 
had  been  passing  with  such  surprising 
rapidity  during  the  last  few  days  that 
anyone  who  took  a  close  interest  in  the 
foreign  politics  of  Europe  was  obliged 
to  feel  that  his  views  were  daily  and 
even  hourly  undergoing  some  change  or 
modification.     He  had  intended  to  raise 


at  for  indulging  in  sentimentality, 
in  the  long  run,  whether  they  were 
dealing  with  problems  which  concerned  ' 
our  social  life  at  home  or  with 
national  and  international  questions,  their 
views  were  generally  found  to  be  dis- 
interested, just,  and  generous.     But  it 


that  had  to  be  considered  in  regard  to 
this  question.  The  whole  problem  was 
fraught  with  danger  and  concerned 
closely  the  interests  of  all  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe.  Perhaps  he 
might  be  allowed  to  allude  to  mattors 
as  they  stood  before  the  last  two  or 
three  weeks  had  very  much  altered  the 
state  of  affairs.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 


the  question  of  Macedonia  not  in  any  !  man  the  Foreign  Secretary,  after  two 
spirit  of  criticism  or  even  of  complaint,  and  a  half  years,  finding  that  no  real  change 
but  with  a  view  to  supporting  and  en-  i  had  been  made  and  that  the  situation 
couraging  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the !  was  really  becoming  more  dangerous^ 
Foreign  Secretary  in  the  attitude  he  and  that  the  population  of  that  unfor- 
had  taken  up  with  regard  to  affairs  in  '  tunate  country  was  suffering  more  and 
the  Balkan  Peninsula.     And  he  ventured    more    from    misgovemment>  drew    up 
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a  scheme  of  reforms  which  met  with 
general  approval,  and  which  was  sub- 
mitted first  of  all  to  the  Russian  €k»vem- 
ment  and  eventually  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  other  Powers  and  ultimately  to  the 
Sultan  himself.  He  considered  that  the 
scheme  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  was  one  that  was  moderate 
and  would  be  effective  if  it  were 
ever  accepted.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  there  was  every  justification 
for  taking  strong  measures,  consider- 
ing that  for  the  last  two  years,  since 
the  promulgation  of  the  Miirsteg  pro- 
gramme, there  had  been  absolutely  no 
amelioration ;  on  the  contrary,  the  state 
of  affairs  had  become  considerably  worse, 
and  the  outrages  of  the  bands  had 
increased.  Before  attaching  blame  to  any 
particular  section,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  retaliation  was  often  more  violent 
than  the  original  act  which  provoked  it, 
and,  to  use  a  phrase  employed  two  or  three 
years  ago  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
**  the  balance  of  criminality  '*  did  not  rest 
with  that  particular  section  of  the 
population  which  was  responsible  for 
the  greatest  number  of  outrages,  but 
with  the  authority  in  whose  hands  the 
government  or  mis  government  of 
the  country  lay.  If  the  bands  of 
Servians,  Bulgarians,  Greeks  and  Alban- 
ians had  been  treated  with  equal 
justice,  or  oven  with  equal  severity, 
a  very  different  state  of  affairs  would 
have  been  the  consequence.  But  as 
those  who  had  studied  the  problem 
closely  knew  well,  favour  was  rhown 
to  the  Servian  and  Greek  bands  in 
order  that  they  might  counteract  the 
encroachments  of  the  Bulgarian  bands. 
He,  therefore,  insisted  that  the  blame 
rested  on  the  responsible  authority. 
That  was  not  the  Turkish  Army.  The 
Turkish  Army,  if  properly  officered  and 
with  efficient  generals,  would  be,  he 
might  say,  almost  the  most  formidable 
Army  in  the  world.  The  blame  did  not 
rest  with  them,  nor  with  the  Sublime 
Porte.  The  Sublime  Porte  only  con- 
sisted of  a  number  of  officials  who  regis- 
tered the  decrees  of  the  Sultan  f.nd  who, 
with  all  the  wiles  of  Oriental  diplomacy, 
managed  to  frustrate  the  demands  of  the 
Powers.  No,  the  ultimate  authority 
responsible    was    the    Sultan   himself — 


that  strange  and,  he  might  say,  uncanny 
personality  who,  in  his  cowardly  retire- 
ment at  Yildiz,  managed  to  control  the 
affairs  of  his  country  and  the  destinies  of 
every  individual  one  of  his  subjects  i^  ith 
a  control  so  complete  and  so  absolute 
that  it  might  be  fairly  said    that    no 
autocrat  had  ever  before  managed  to  get 
the  whole  authority  centred  in  his  own 
person    to     the  sam«   extent.    It  was 
with  the  Sultan  that  they  had  to  deal. 
He  did  not  wish  to  elaborate  the  scheme 
of  reforms  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Foreign  Secretary.    There  were  many 
points  in  it  which  might  be  considered 
the  absolute  irreducible  minimum  for  the 
reform  of  these  provinces.     But  to  what 
extent  was  everything  changed  by  the 
revolution  now  going  on  ?  This  revolution 
had  been  accomplished  very  rapidly.    To 
what  infiuence  was  it  to  be  chiefly  attri- 
buted ?     There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
Young    Turkey  movement  had   had   a 
considerable  influence,  but  he   believed 
the      disaffection      in      the       Turkish 
Army,  widespread   for  so  many  years,^ 
had      gradually     come     to     a     head. 
The    Young    Turkey  Party   had    taken 
advantage     of     the     opportunity    and 
also  of    the    Albanian    national    move- 
ment.     The     result      was      that     the 
Sultan    had    granted     a     constitution.. 
He     beheved    that    that     constitution 
would  be  very  like  the  one  granted  in 
1876 ;     it    was    a    ru£e    on    the    part 
of    the    Sultan    in   order   to   tide  over 
an  embarrassing  moment.    He  had  show  a 
great  skill  in  the  past  in  dealing  with  all 
sections  of  people,  with  the  Armenians, 
with  the  Macedonians,  and,  time  after 
time,  with  the  Powers  of  Europe,  and  no 
doubt  in  this  instance  he  would  know 
how  to  deal  with  his  own  coimtrymen 
and  his  own  race.   With  the  Army  against 
him  he  knew  that  resistance  was  useless, 
but  he  would  no  doubt  find  means  to  get 
them  on  his  side.  If,  however,  this  revolu-^ 
tion  were  successful,  if  it  was  a  great  liberal 
movement  which  was  to  result  in  better 
treatment  being  meted  out  to  the  Chris- 
tian subjects  of  the  Sultan,  then  it  would 
be  wrong  for  us  to  interfere,  and  we  ought 
to  stand  by  and  look  on  sympathetically. 
But     he     doubted     whether      it     was 
a   movement    of    that    kind,   and    he 
thought  that  in  a  few  months  J}  ime^  it 
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would  be  seen  that  this  concession,  given 
by  the  Sultan  at  a  time  of  danger,  had  not 
diminished  any  of  his  power.  The 
Secretary  of  State  when  he  spoke  would 
he  able  to  tell  the  Committee  what  was 
going  on,  but  in  the  condition  of  flux  in 
which  Turkey  now  was  it  was  not  likely 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
able  to  outline  any  definite  policy.  He 
himself  felt,  however,  that  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman's  schemes  for  the  reform  of 
Macedonia  should  not  be  put  aside 
altogether,  but  should  be  kept  imtil  a 
favourable  opportunity  could  be  found 
ior  putting  them  forward.  When  they 
were  pressed  he  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  assent  to  any  miti- 
gation, weakening,  or  whittling  down 
which  would  have  the  elfect  of  rendering 
them  as  useless  as  many  of  the  reform 
schemes  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
Sultan  before.  He  was  not  a  great 
believer  in  the  Concert  of  Europe  and 
the  council  of  ambassadors  at  Constanti- 
Jiople  Unanimity  was  apparently  the 
main  object,  and  they  were  only  com- 
pletely successful  if  they  were  absolutely 
inactive.  But  if  it  was  intended  1o 
work  through  the  Concert,  then  it 
should  have  a  conductor,  and  he  suggested 
that  this  country  could  undertake  that 
\6\e  better  than  any  other  Power,  be- 
cause we  had  a  high  reputation  for  dis- 
interestedness and  for  being  the  cham- 
pions of  interna  ional  justice.  When  he 
travelled  in  Turkey  he  had  been  received 
with  embarrassing  cordiality,  not  because 
he  was  attached  to  the  Embassy,  but 
because  he  was  an  Englishman.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  know  how 
and  when  to  press  his  schemes  and  there 
was  no  one  who  enjoyed  greater  con- 
fidence or  who  was  supported  by  a  more 
powerful  public  opinion  than  the  right.hon. 
Gentleman  who  now  occupied  the  position 
of  Secretary  of  State.  Before  concluding, 
he  might  be  allowed  to  refer  to  the 
misgovernment  in  another  great  Empire, 
namely,  Russia.  And  he  would,  with  all 
respect,  urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
remember  that  even  in  an  Empire  where 
we  were  not  bound  by  treaty  obligations 
and^  where  there  could  be  no  question 
of  our  interfering  with  the  internal 
.affairs,  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  the 
British  people  was  on  the  side  of 
Mr.  A,  Pansonby, 
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the  oppressed  and  not  on  the  side  of  the 
oppressor,  and  any  attempt  on  our  part 
to  condone,  even  by  expressions  of  official 
cordiality,  the  misdeeds  and  unjustifiable 
cruelties  of  an  authority  who  must 
be  held  responsible  for  the  misgovern- 
ment and  persecution,  would  not  be 
approved  by  the  people  of  this  country 
who  were  lovers  of  justice  and  political 
liberty. 


Mr.  LYNCH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Eipon) 
said  the  questions  which  he  desired  to 
raise  were  the  two  most  prominent 
questions  on  the  stage  of  international 
politics  at  the  present  time,  namely 
Macedonia  and  Persia.  What  wa|i  the 
paramount  interest  of  Great  Britain  in 
Macedonia  and  Persia  1  In  Persia  we  had 
great  commercial  interests.  Our  trade 
with  that  country  was  in  the  past  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  and  at  the  present  time  was  only 
second  to  that  of  Kussia.  We  had  con- 
structed a  telegraph  line  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other,  and  anybody 
travelling  in  Persia  and  taking  note  of 
the  currency  would  find  that  the  bank 
notes  issuea  through  a  British  bank. 
In  Macedonia  our  conunercial  interests 
comparatively  were  small;  but  in 
Turkey,  of  which  Macedonia  was  a 
part,  they  were  very  large.  But  com- 
mercial interests  were  notjthe  paramount 
interests  of  Great  Briwdn  either  in 
Macedonia  or  Persia.  Our  paramount 
interest  in  those  countries  was  to  main- 
tain their  integrity,  to  foster  so 
far  as  that  might  be  possible  by  a 
friendly  outside  Power  like  ourselves, 
of  all  the  best  elements  of  the  popula- 
tion with  the  object  of  {H^venting 
the  extension  at  the  expense  of 
those  countries  of  the  great  military 
Empires  of  Europe.  Everything  that 
tended,  therefore,  to  strengthen  these 
countries  was  a  British  interest.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  put  the  case  ex- 
tremely well  on  a  previous  occasion  when 
speaking  on  Macedonia.  He  said  that  the 
greatest  weakness  of  Turkey  itself  was  the 
continuance  of  the  Macedonian  difficulty. 
So  long  as  we  held  India  on  the  one  hand 
and  Egypt  on  the  other  this  country 
could  not  afford  to  be  indifferent  to  the 
condition  of  the  populations  of  the  coun- 
tries that  lay  in  between.  Should  that 
condition  become  bad  and  the  nopulation 
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«uffer  from  any  cause  whatsoever ;  should 
the  Qovernments  which  niled  over  them 
become  indebted  to  a  very  large  extent 
either  to  the  Gk)veniment  or  to  the 
concession  hunters  of  an^  particular 
country,  then  the  result  might  be  that 
these  populations  would  come  under  a 
foreign  control  They  might  lose  their  own 
native  resources  and  strength,  and  the 
tendency  would  be  for  one  or  other  of  the 
great  military  Empires  to  approach  ever 
Bearer  to  our  borders  in  India  and  Egypt 
It  might  be  asked  how  we  were  going  to 

Erevent  the  great  mOitary  Powers  of 
urope  extending  into  these  countries. 
That  was  a  difficult  question  to  answer, 
and  he  certainly  would  not  argue  that  it 
was  possible  for  a  country  with  resources 
like  ours  single-handed  to  arrest  the 
aggression  of  great  military  Empires  in 
these  countries.  What  he  would  urge 
was  that  we  should  do  nothing  by  our 
diplomacy  to  assist  them  in  that  direction. 
On  two  occasions  in  recent  history  we  had 
so  assisted.  We  assisted  in  1902  when 
we  refused  a  loan  to  Persia  at  a  high  rate 
of  interest  on  excellent  security.  From 
that  refusal  dated  the  Russian  pre- 
dominance in  Persia,  and  all  those 
deplorable  events  which  had  recently 
happened  in  that  country,  including  our 
exclusion  from  the  paramount  position 
which  we  had  previously  occupied. 
Only  last  year  there  was  another  question 
which  had  a  great  influence  in  the  same 
direction,  he  alluded  to  the  concession  of 
:tfce  3  per  cent,  in  rease  in  tho  Turkish 
Customs.  He  had  never  concealed 
liis  admiration  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
had  conducted  the  final  stage  of  those 
negotiations.  His  hands  were,  he  had  no 
doubt,  in  a  sense  tied  by  the  action  of 
liis  predecessor;  but  he  did  say  that 
the  grant  of  this  3  per  cent,  had  had  the 
•effect  of  releasing  other  revenues  for  the 
purpose  of  the  great  enterprise  known 
a  8  the  Bagdad  Railway  ;  and  this  con- 
cession on  our  part  had  been  a  very 
powerful  factor  in  bringing  about  a 
relation  of  financial  bon-^age  between 
Turkey  and  Germany,  and  the  extension 
of  German  influence  over  that  country. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  Mace- 
donia, which  was  raised  by  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Stirling  Burghs,  how  did 
the  matter  stand  at  the  present  day  ? 


j  After  nearly  five  years  of  so-called  reforms 
I  — ^the  Murzsteg   programme  was   intro- 
I  duced  in  I903--the  condition  of  Mace- 
j  donia  was  now  actually  worse  than  it  was 
'  before  the  Powers  ever  put  their  hands  to 
I  the  plough.     If  he  merely  took  the  period 
I  — and  he  only  did  so  because  it  was  a 
I  convenient   measure   of   time   for   hon. 
Members — during    which    the    present 
Parliament  had  sat,  a  period  of  about 
two  and  a  half  years,  no  less  than  5,000 
people  out  of  a  population  of  2,000,000 
had      met     with     violent      deaths     in 
I  Macedonia.       The      figure     was     even 
possibly  higher.      Now  the   blame    for 
this   state   of  things    had  been  thrown 
upon    the    bands;  and    the  right   hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
in  a  memorable  speech  some  years  ago 
attributed  the  blame  to  the  bands  in  a 
much  quoted  nhrase  about  the  balance  of 
criminality.    One  heard  little  of  this  view 
at  the  present  day.     It  had  become  plain 
that  the  bands  were  only  a  symptom  of 
the  disease  and  had   little  to  do  with 
its  real  cause.     What  was  the  real  cause  ? 
Obviously  it   was   bad   government  on 
the   part   of  the   Turkish   Government. 
And  it  was  more  than  that — it  was  the 
refusal  both  on  the  part  of  the  population 
of  Macedonia  and  on  the  part  of  the 
adjacent  Balkan  States  to  recognise  the 
seriousness  of  the  reforms  introduced  by 
the  Powers.     The   Macedonian   peasant 
I  contrasted  his  lot  with  that  of  his  brother 
or  his  cousin  who  lived  imder  a  very  much 
I  happier  state  of  things  in  the  adjacent 
,  Balkan  States;   and  those  States  them- 
selves,  having  no  confidence  in  the  re- 
'  forms,  and  looking  forward  to  the  break  up 
;  of  the  present  order  of  things  in  Mace- 
I  donia ,  were  all  engaged  in  pegging  out  their 
,  claims;     He  thought  that  he  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  say  that  the  bands  were  not 
the  cause  of  the  state  of  things  in  Mace- 
I  donia,  but  were  merely  a  symptom  of  that 
state  of  things.     What  had  the  Powers 
'  done  ?     They  had  combined  to  introduce 
'  the  machinery  of  reform,  but  they  had 
altogether  omitted  to  supply  the  motive 
power.     The  machinery  of  reform  they 
^  had  put  down  in  the  shape  of  some  forty 
I  military    officers    for    the    gendarmerie^ 
and    of    two    civil     agents      and    four 
i  financial  advisers  who  preferred  advice 
to  the  Turkish  Inspector-Gteneral.     But 
'  they  had  never    supplied    the   motive 
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power — that  was  to  say,  they  had  never 
given  these  officers  or  civil  agents 
any  real  executive  control  of  the  affairs  of 
Macedonia.  These  officers  ate  out  their 
hearts  in  the  wild  mountains  of  Mace- 
donia. He  had  talked  with  them ; 
he  had  enjoyed  their  hospitality ;  and 
he  had  found  that  they  regarded  it 
as  disgraceful  to  the  Powers  of  Europe 
that  they  should  send  their  officers 
to  Macedonia  on  such  a  purposeless 
errand.  They  had  no  power  ;  and  their 
superiors  at  Salonika,  with  the  financial 
and  civil  agents,  were  always  thwarted 
by  the  counsels  which  prevailed  at  Tildiz 
Kiosk,  whence  the  Sultan  puled  the 
strirg8.  He  had  preached  from  this 
text  whenever  he  mentioned  the  subject 
of  Macedonia;  and  therefore,  he  was 
delighted  when  during  the  debate  of  the 
25th  February,  he  had  1  stened  to  tHese 
remarkable  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  ihe  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign   Affairs. 

"With  things  as  they  are  in  Macedonia 
anything  which  is  Itss  than  a  real  remedy  can 
be  but  little  better  than  a  farce/' 

That  was  the  conclusion  which  he 
had  himself  expressed.  What  was  the 
real  remedy  ?  His  hon.  friends  beside 
him  were,  at  all  events,  deeply 
interested  to  find  a  real  remedy. 
There  were  two  alternative  remedies 
which  they  might  adopt.  One  was 
that  they  might  copy  the  example  of 
the  Ottoman  Public  Debt  Commission, 
an  institution  controlled  by  Europeans 
working  with  native  officials,  and  which 
had  produced  the  most  admirable  results 
without  in  any  way  offending  the  sus- 
ceptibilities of  the  people.  They  might 
follow  that  precedent,  and  might  press 
for  the  grant  of  control  to  the  financial 
Commission  which  they  hed  already 
established.  Or,  they  might  keep  the 
Financial  Commission,  as  they  kept  the 
gendarmerie  officers,  to  assist  the  Turkish 
officials,  and  they  might  appoint  a 
Turkish  governor  with  the  consent  of 
all  the  Powers,  for  a  definite  period  of 
years,  to  be  irremovable  without  their 
consent,  and  to  have  a  pension  on 
retirement.  That  was  the  alternative 
remedy  ;  and  it  was  the  remedy  which  was 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
that  memorable  speech  of  ihe  25th  of 
February.  Personally  he  cared  little  which 
of  these  i^o  remedie5  they  adopted, and 
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he  thought  that  his  hon.  friends- 
woukl  agree  with  him  in  that  matter. 
But  what  they  wanted  to  know  was 
this.  If  this  were  the  real  remedy, 
why  had  there  been  this  intolerable 
delay  in  putting  it  into  application? 
Why,  the  proposal  to  appoint  a  TurkiBh 
€h>vemor  responsible  to  the  Powers 
was  a  proposal  which  dated  from  the 
time  Lord  Lanadowne  was  in  office — 
before  the  present  Grovemment  came 
into  power.  He  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  why  it  had  taken  all  this 
time  to  put  this  proposal  into  practioe^ 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  told  them, 
by  way  of  explanation,  in  the  debate 
of  the  25th  of  February,  that  the  delay  was 
due,  at  all  events  in  part,  to  the  ex- 
haustion which  was  felt  by  the  Powers 
after  the  naval  demonstration  of  1905^ 
He  did  not  traverse  that.  He  recognised 
that  it  had  been  difficult  to  do  anything 
with  the  Powers  in  that  frame  of  mind^ 
But  what  he  did  say  was  this — that  since 
that  naval  demonstration  of  1905> 
two  things,  and  two  very  important 
things,  had  occurred.  Two  weapons 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whiclx. 
were  not  in  the  possession  of  his  prede- 
cesser,  Lord  Lansdowne.  On  the  one 
hand  our  consent  was  necessary  to  the 
increase  of  the  Customs,  and  we  ought- 
not  to  have  given  our  consent  except 
upon  the  condition  that  the  reforms- 
should  be  real  reforms.  We  ought  to 
have  obtained  the  "real  reform"  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
spoken  in  February  last,  failing  whick 
we  ovght  to  have  refused  to  penalise  our 
trade  by  giving  our  adhesion  to  the  in- 
creased duties.  Then  again,  about  a 
year  ago  we  concluded  a  very  notable 
convention  with  Russia — the  Anglo- 
Russian  Convention.  Russia,  as  the 
House  knew,  was  one  of  the  Powers 
which  occupied  a  special  posit'on  in  the 
Macedonian  question.  In  September  of 
last  year  we  concluded  that  Convention, 
and  what  had  we  given  to  Russia  under 
it  ?  We  gave  her  priority  of  commercial 
exploitation  over  a  large  part  of  Persia 
— in  fact,  the  greater  part  of  Persia.  We 
gave  her  equal  rights  with  ourselves  ini 
Tibet,  though  the  nearest  Russian  terri- 
tory does  not  adjoin  Tibet,  but  is  hun« 
dreds  of  miles  away.  In  Afghanistan  we 
gave  Russia  the  privilege  of  sending  in. 
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commercial  agents  and  we  even  engaged 
that  Russian  goods  should  be  admitted 
into  Afghani -tan  on  the  same  terms  as 
ours,  though  Afghan  goods  had  to  pay 

enormous  duties  on  the  Russian  frontier. 
The  concessions  made  to  Russia  under 
the  Convention  were  undisputably  great 
and  far-reaching;  and  the  House  were 
led  to  hope  that,  as  a  consequence, 
they  would  be  able  to  work  with  Russia 

'  in  a  much  more  friendly  way  towards 
the  solution  of  the  many  problems  in 
which  both  countries  were  interested. 
They  had  therefore,  a  right  to  expect  some 
consideration  from  Russia  in  settling 
such  quesions  as  that  of  Macedonia  in  a 
thorough-going  way.  The  debate  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  announced  his 
*'real  remedy,"  took  phce  on  the  25th 
of  February.  On  the  12th  of  March, 
in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Totten- 
ham, it  was  stated  that  a  despatch  had 
been  addressed  to  the  Powers  putting 
forward  the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment,  as  expressed  in  the  debate. 
On  the  23rd  of  July,  many  months  after- 
wards, he  had  himself  put  a  similar 
Question;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
told  him  that  only  a  part  of  the  reform 
proposals  had  as  yet  been  submitted 
to  the  Powers  at  all.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  explain  the  dis- 
crepancy between  these  two  answers.  He 
understood  that  the  present  position  of 
the  matter  was  this.  We  had  made  a 
proposal  to  the  Powers  for  the  organisa- 
tion of  a  flying  colunm  to  hunt  the 
bands ;  and  the  other  proposab — a  Turkish 
■(Jovemor  responsible  to  the  Powers ;  the 
Tctention  of  the  financial  delegates, 
placing  them  on  terms  of  equality  with 
the  civil  agents  ;  and  that  the  civil  ex- 
penditure should  be  made  a  first  charge 
upon  the  Macedonian  Budget.  These 
proposals,  he  understood,  would  follow 
later,  and  were  likely  to  be  submitted  not 
by  ourselves,  but  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. He  would  like  to  know  why 
there  had  been  all  this  delay  in  dealing 
with  these  proposals.  He  hoped  the 
Russian  Government  would  not  allege 
— as  was  alleged  by  certain  Russian 
newspapers — that  delay  was  necessary 
owing  to  recent  events  in  Macedonia. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  the  movement 
which  had  set  the  Army  in  a  position  of 
power  in  Macedonia  should  in  any  way 


delay  the  presentation  of  the  reform 
proposals  to  the  other  P>wer3.  He 
could  understand  that  it  might  delay 
the  proposal  for  the  hunting  of  the  bands ; 
because  the  bands  had  fraternised  with 
the  Army,  and  there  was  no  reason  at  the 
present  moment  for  organising  a  force 
against  them.  But  surely  those  who  led 
the  Young  Turkey  movement,  and  who  had 
established  themselves  in  a  position  of 
supreme  power  in  certain  districts  of 
Macedonia,  would  not  be  averse  to  the 
adoption  of  the  "  real  remedy  "  enuiciated 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  thought 
one  of  the  main  contributory  causes  to 
the  liberation  of  Turkey  which  had  just 
taken  place  had  been  the  presence  in 
Macedonia  of  the  foreign  gendarmerie 
officers  and  the  civil  agents.  The  Turkish 
officers  had  seei^  among  them  a  number 
of  officers  from  various  other  Powers, 
well  paid,  well  clothed,  men  who  really 
enjoyed  a  position  which  inspired  respect. 
They  had  also  seen  a  great  improvement 
in  the  collection  of  taxes,  and  he  was 
sure  this  result,  at  all  events,  was  due 
to  the  excellent  work  which  had  been 
done  by  the  European  members  of*  the 
Financial  Commission,  which  he  did 
not  wish  to  disparage  in  any  way. 
He  was  loth  to  believe  that  the 
Youn^  Turki,  now  that  they  had  estab- 
lished themselves  in  a  position  of 
power,  would  be  anxious  to  rid  them- 
selves of  all  these  foreign  institutions 
at  a  moment's  notice.  He  should  think 
they  would  rather  be  disposed  to  accept 
gladly  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  real 
remedy  of  a  Turkish  governor  in  Mace- 
donia, practically  independent  of  the 
central  Government.  It  was  true  that 
the  Young  Turks  hoped  to  reform  the 
Grovemment  as  a  whole ;  but,  even  if  they 
succeeded,  Macedonia,  where  the  Christian 
population  were  double  the  Mussulmen, 
must  always  present  a  special  problem 
which  would  have  to  be  treated  in 
a  special  way;  and  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  wisdom  of  those  who 
controlled  the  new  movement  in  Turkey 
would  for  all  those  reasons  accept  the 
reforms  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with- 
out demur,  with  the  knowledge  that, 
when  they  had  contrived  to  reform  the 
central  Government,  and  had  convinced 
Europe  of  their  capacity,  these  props 
round  the    edifice    of    Government    in 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


961  Supply.  {COMMOHRS} 

Macedonia  would  be  thrown  tmi&r  and 
the  building  handed  over  to  its  rightful 
owners.  There  was  one  other  point  to 
which  he  desired  to  allude.  He  trusted  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  give  it  to  be 
understood  that  our  consent  to  the  in- 
crease in  the  Customs  duties  would  not  be 
granted  for  more  than  seven  years.  The 
general  receipts  of  the  province  had  in- 
creased by  £234,000  Turkish  within  the 
last  two  years,  and  the  Financial  Com- 
mission expected  that  they  would  be 
able  still  further  to  increase  the  revenue 
by  £100,000  Turkish  in  a  year  or 
so.  This  revenue  had  not  been  obtained 
by  grinding  down  the  peasants.  On 
the  contrary  it  had  been  accompanied 
by  an  amelioration  of  their  condition. 
It  had  been  obtained  by  forcing  the  well- 
to-do  taxpayers,  who  formerly  eluded 
taxation  to  make  their  due  contributions 
to  the  revenue. 


Supply. 


952 


Turning  to  Persia,  it  was  noticeable 
that  the  same  reform  movement  which 
had  overspread  Macedonia  had  taken  root 
in  Persia,  but  there  it  was  a  thoroughly 
popular  movement.  It  did  not  spring 
from  the  Army  as  in  the  case  of  Turkey. 
The  idea  of  a  Persian  constitution  had 
become  accepted  by  the  people  of  Persia 
of  all  classes,  not  merely  as  a  political 
expedient,  but  as  an  article  of  faith. 
As  a  result  of  that  they  saw  the  rising 
into  being  of  a  popular  assembly,  which 
had  been  temporarily  suppressed,  not 
by  purely  Persian  forces,  but  by  such 
forces  under  Russian  direction.  On  the 
23rd  of  June  the  Persian  Parliament 
House  had  been  reduced  to  a  mass  of 
ruins.  The  day  before,  the  Shah  had 
held  a  coimcil  with  his  Russian 
advisers,  and  had  given  orders  to  the 
Russian  commander  to  deal  with  his 
subjects  as  he  liked.  The  result  had 
been  that  shell  and  shrapnel  were 
brought  against  the  Parliament  buildings 
and  the  adjacent  mosque,  and  the  Popular 
Assembly  was  suppressed  after  some 
bloodshed.  It  could  be  shown — ^and 
it  was  a  matter  of  some  importance 
that  it  should  be  shown — ^that  this  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Shah  was  wholly 
unconstitutional.  By  Article  45  of  the 
Persian  constitution  it  was  provided 
that  the  Royal  firmans  would  be  sanc- 
tioned   only    when    they    had    received 
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the  signature  of  a  responsible  Minister. 
It  could  not  be  contended  that  the 
suppression  of  the  Popular  Assembly 
was  sanctioned  by  any  Minister  respon- 
sible to  the  Assembly.  It  should  not 
be  overlooked  that  in  December  last, 
when  the  Shah  for  the  first  time  attempted 
a  coup  d'etat  against  the  Parliament,, 
the  Legations  of  Britain  and  Russia,, 
the  two  protecting  Powers  of  Persia,, 
pressed  their  advice  upon  the  Shah  to  . 
observe  his  promises  to  the  Popular 
Assembly.  They  had,  therefore,  made 
themselves  parties  to  the  establishment 
of  a  constitutional  regime  in  Persia. 
In  July  of  this  year  Russian  officers, 
on  the  active  list  of  the  Russian 
I  Army  made  it  possible  for  this- 
same  Shah  to  break  the  promises^ 
which  he  made  to  the  Popular  Assembly 
I  at  the  instance  of  the  Legations. 
He  thought  that  was  a  novel  procedure. 
Great  Britain  had  in  the  past  lent 
'  British  officers  to  Persia ;  but  they  had 
'  never  taken  sides  in  a  constitutional 
j  grievance  between  ruler  and  people.  la 
the  present  instance  Russian  officers  had 
taken  part  in  the  suppression  of  one  arm  of 
the  constitution  of  the  country  whose 
servants  they  were,  namely  the  Popular 
Assembly.  They  had  been  told  that^ 
much  would  depend  upon  the  spirit 
in  which  the  Anglo-Russian  Conven- 
tion would  be  worked.  Was  that  the 
spirit  ?  What  was  the  outstanding 
feature  of  the  Anglo  -  Russian  Agree- 
ment ?  It  was  that  it  professed  to  be 
an  instrument  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  integrity  of  Persia.  It  was 
stated  in  the  preamble  that  both. 
Powers  had  mutually  engaged  to  respect 
the  integrity  and  independence  of  Persia ;: 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  told  them 
— and  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  this- 
declaration — on  the  25th  of  May,  in 
answer  to  one  of  his  Questions,  that 
the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  Persia. 
was  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
Convention.  The  question  he  wished  to- 
put  was  this  :  If  the  maintenance  of  the 
integrity  of  Persia  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal objects  of  the  Convention,  how  did 
they  propose  to  maintain  that  integrity  if 
they  allowed  the  Parliament  to  be  sup- 
pressed ?  The  only  way  in  which  they 
could  maintain  the  integrity  of  such  a 
loose  organisation  as  an  Oriental  coun- 
try was  by  assisting  the  central  Govem- 
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ment  in  that  country.  Now  one  of 
their  great  difBiculties  in  assisting 
the  Central  Grovernment  of  Persia  had 
always  been  that  the  money  was  paid 
over  to  the  Shah,  and  went  into  the 
Royal  Treasury  to  be  expended  on  motor 
cars,  gramophones  and  other  luxuries. 
The  principal  grievance  between  the 
Shah  and  the  popular  party  had  been 
that  Parliament  had  insisted  that  guar- 
antees should  be  given  that  all  moneys 
paid  in  future  to  Persia  should  be  de- 
voted solely  to  national  objects.  They 
could  not  set  Persia  on  her  legs,  or  give 
that  solidarity  to  the  Grovernment  which 
was  necessary  in  an  Oriental  country, 
unless  they  had  a  Parliament  who  would 
see  to  it  that  the  national  funds  were 
devoted  to  national  purposes.  Some  hon. 
Members — and  even  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs — ^might  object  that  it  was 
no  business  of  ours  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Persia. 


*  Mr.    REES   (Montgomery  Burghn) : 
Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  lynch  :  If  by  that  cheer  was 
meant  friendly  assistance  to  the  people 
of  Persia  then  he  maintained — and  he 
challenged  his  hon.  friend  to  contradict 
him — that  for  a  period  of  100  years  they 
had  consistently  interfered  in  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  Persia.  Every  Shah 
of  Persia  from  and  including  Mohammed 
8hah  in  1834  had  been  placed  on  the 
throne  with  British  assistance.  In  the 
case  of  the  last  two  Shahs — Muzaffer-ed- 
Din  and  Mohammed  Ali  Shah — we  had 
shared  these  friendly  offices  with  Russia. 
These  two  Shahs  had  come  to  the  throne 
with  the  assistance  of  Russia  as  well  as 
of  Great  Britain.  Moreover,  it  was  the 
practice  for  a  Shah  of  Persia  to  announce 
to  the  two  Powers — Russia  and  England — 
the  person  whom  he  nominated  as  his 
successor.  Not  only  had  the  two  Powers 
thus  interfered  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  Persia,  but  they  had  also  stood  as 
sponsors  foi  the  National  Assembly. 
It  followed  therefore,  that,  if  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement  was  going  to  be 
worked  in  the  spirit  of  maintaining 
the  integrity  of  Persia,  it  was  essential 
that  the  National  Assembly  should  be 


upheld  against  the  plots  of  the  reaction* 
aries.  He  asked  the  House  to  consider  the^ 
importance  of  Persia  to  Great  Britain. 
At  the  present  timt  the  Russian  frontier 
touched  our  Indian  frontier  only  on  the 
Pamirs,  in  the  regions  of  almost  impass- 
able  icefields .  But  if  Russia  were  to  absorb 
Persia,  and  come  down  to  the  line 
drawn  on  the  map  by  the  Anglo-Russian 
Convention,  they  would  have  a  land 
frontier  contiguous  with  that  of  Russia 
for  no  less  than  1,200  miles.  Was 
there  any  hon.  Member  of  the  House^ 
who  for  a  moment  supposed  that  this 
country  with  its  present  military  re- 
sources could  defend  such  a  frontier  as 
that  ?  To  those  hon.  Members  who 
were  of  that  opinion  he  would  like  to 
read  a  short  passage  from  a  very  im- 
portant despatch  addressed  by  the 
Government  of  India  to  Lord  George 
Hamilton  on  2l8t  of  September,  1899v 
This  was  what  the  Council  of  India 
said — 

"  We  desire  deliberately  to  say  to  your 
Lordship,  with  a  full  consciousness  of  our 
responsibility  in  so  saying,  that,  difficult  as  we 
find  it  in  existing  circumstances  to  meet  the- 
financial  and  military  strain  imposed  upon  us 
by  the  ever  increasing  proximity  of  Russian 
power  upon  the  northern  and  north-western 
frontier  of  India  from  the  Pamirs  to  Herat,  w©- 
could  not  contemplate  without  dismay  the 
prospect  of  Russian  neighbourhood  in  Eastern 
or  Southern  Persia,  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  which  must  be  a  great  increase  of  our  OMm 
burdens ;  while  the  maritime  defensibility  of 
India  would  require  to  be  altogether  recon- 
sidered were  the  dangers  of  a  land  invasion  to 
be  supplemented  by  the  appearance  of  a  possible 
antagonist  as  a  naval  Power  in  waters  contiguous 
to  Indian  shores.** 

The  Indian  Government,  under  the  full 
sense  of  their  responsibility,  said  they 
could  not  contemplate  without  dismay 
the  occupation  of  those  districts  of  Persia 
by  Russia.  But,  supposing  another 
course  were  adopted,  and  Russia  got 
Persia  over  to  her  side,  and  organised 
a  Persian  army.  He  would  like  to  quote 
on  this  point  the  views  of  the  most 
experienced  soldier  whom  they  had  ever 
had  out  in  those  parts,  the  late  General 
Sir  Henry  Rawlinson.  This  is  what  he 
had  written  after  serving  for  some  time 
as  an  instructor  and  commanding  officer 
in  the  Persian  Army  : — 

"  There  are  no  people  in  the  world  who  offer 
better  rough  material  for  military  purposes  than 
the   Persians ;    the   physique   of   the   men   is- 
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admirable,  and  their  powers  of  endurance  are 
great ;  their  general  intelligence  and  personal 
courage  are  beyond  all  praise.  If  the  Persian 
material  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  a 
European  Power  who  would  encourage  and 
take  care  of  the  men,  and  develop  their  military 
instincts,  a  fine  working  Army,  very  superior 
in  my  opinion,  to  anything  Turkey  could  jn-o- 
duce,  might  be  obtained  in  a  very  short  period 
of  time." 

In  a  lecture  at  the  Royal  United  Service 
Institution  in  1858  Sir  Henry  had  pre- 
viously said  that —  ^ 

"  It  was  impossible  to  avoid  foreseeing  that 
as  any  European  war  becomes  developed  in  the 
East,  the  military  resources  of  Persia  must  be 
•called  into  action.  In  fact,  it  seemed  that  we 
could  not  have  a  more  formidable  engine  of 
attack  and  defence  launched  against  India 
than  a  Persian  Army  commanded  by  Russian 
ofRcers.  In  the  same  way  we  could  not  have  a 
more  efficient  instrument  of  defence  than  the 
same  Army  led  by  British  officers,  or  by  officers 
acting  in  our  interests.'* 

Those  were  weighty  words,  and  he  did  not 
Kiesire  to  add  anything  to  them.  In  the 
present  critical  phase  of  the  fortunes  of 
Persia  and  of  British  relatioES  with  that 
country  he  commended  those  words  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Government,  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  of  the  country. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
-shire,  Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  until  now 
the  House  had  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
•considering  those  relations  which  lay  at 
the  very  bottom  of  all  these  questions. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs 
had  expressed  his  hostility  to  Russia  and 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  concern  himself 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  that  country, 
and  he  had  expressed  the  greatest  horror 
of  what  was  going  on  there  ;  and  yet  at 
the  same  time  the  hon.  Member  was  sup- 
porting Anglo-Russian  action  in  Mace- 
-donia.  To  him  it  seemed  to  weaken  their 
policy  if  it  were  to  be  supposed  that 
^  they  were  specially  inclined  to  act  with 
Russia  only,  or,  at  any  rate,  specially 
inclined  to  act  with  a  group  of  Powers 
which  invariably  excluded  one  of  the 
great  Powers.  He  spoke  with  the  great- 
est hesitation  upon  a  subject  of  extreme 
delicacy.  PersonaUy  he  had  no  com- 
plaint to  make  of  the  language  or  so  far 
as  he  knew  it  of  the  policy  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  this 
respect.  The  speeches  which  had  been 
made  here  about  the  entente  with  France 
.and  its  supposed] necessary  consequence 
Mr.  Lynch^ 


in  a  certain  entente  with  Russia  were 
correct  and  generally  approved  of,  and 
were  perfectly  consistent  with  friendly 
relations  with  all  the  Powers.     Unfortu- 
nately persons  were  continually  writing 
articles  which   were    supposed   to  help 
th-*    policy    of    this    country,    and    in 
foreign      Parliaments      persons      made 
speeches  which  were  supposed  to  express 
the  foreign  policy  of  this  country.     It 
was    said    that    we    had   succeeded   in 
isolating  Germany.     He  did  not  in  the 
least  impute  that  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government.     He  foimd  nothing  in  the 
language  of  his  right  hon.  friend  to  give 
ground  for  that  suspicion,  but  it  was  most 
unfortunate  that  throughout  the  world 
that  explanation  was  given  of  our  foreign 
policy.     He   was   not   speaking   of    the 
'j'  danger  of  war.     He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  believed  in  the  likelihood  of  war.     He 
was  speaking  of  the  danger,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  our  policy  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  of  such  a  belief.     As  to  the  entente 
with  France,  that  it  should  be  closer  if 
possible,  and  that  it  should  be  permanent 
A'as  desired  by  all  of  them,  but  there  were 
some  who  wrote  as  though  we  had  achieved 
this  curious  measure  of  success,  that  while 
there  was  no  alliance  with  France,  and 
while  France  did  not  desire  a  military 
alliance  with  us,  we  on  our  part  should 
defend  France  as  though  a  military  alliance 
existed    between    these    two    countries. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  by  glosses  such  as  he 
had  described  there  was  a  risk — that  of 
promoting  the  rapid  increase  of  arma- 
ments.   The  direct  tendency  of  comments 
such  as  those  which  were  made  without 
contradiction  all  over  the  world  was  to 
increase  the  German  Fleet,  and  to  force 
the  literal  execution  of  the  Grerman  naval 
programme  of  construction,  and,   there- 
fore, to  involve  us  in  corresponding  con- 
struction, and  in  a  race  of  armaments 
to  add  to  our  burdens.    Moreover,  he 
could   not   but   think   that   it   directly 
weakened  our  policy  in  Macedonia.    At 
the  present  time  the  Committee  were  in 
this  position.     They  were  not  acquainted 
with  the  whole  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,   but  only  with  a  portion 
of  them.     They  did  not  know  what  the 
Powers  had  said  in  reply  in  regard  to  that 
portion,  and  they  were  imable,  therefore, 
effectively  or  usefully  to  discuss  the  policy. 
But  it  was  described  as  an  Anglo-Russian 
policy,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  far 
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more  likely  to  achieve  success  if  it  repre- 
sented also  the  Powers  which  had  the  most 
influence  in  Turkey.  Personally  he  had 
every  hope,  without  having  too  much  con- 
fidence,that  the  Powers  would  welcome  the 
return  at  (Constantinople  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  twenty-eight  years  ago.  He 
doubted  whether  they  could  usefully  dis- 
cuss the  details  of  that  subject  that  night, 
although  it  did  come  under  his  general 
belief  that  our  policy  had  been  weakened 
by  its  being  represented  that  one  of 
the  great  Powers  had  been  isolated. 
There  had  been  in  the  House  no  real 
debate  on  another  great  international 
occasion,  nantely,  fhe  conference  of  the 
Powers  at   the   Hague.     Sonte   of  the 


papers  which  had  been  promised  in  rev^which  had  isolated   Germany.    He  was 


gard  to  the  conference  had  not  yet  been 
circulated,  and  he  had  hoped  to  have 
them  in  tin^  for  that  debate.  What 
they  might  be  he  did  not  know,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  read  the  Papers 
which  had  been  laid  before  them  without 
seeing  that  there  was  hostility  all  through 
the  Hague  Conference  between  (Jermany 
and  ourselves.  One  result  had  been 
claimed  for  the  Conference.  The  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  the  French  Foreign 
Office  had  said  that  it  was  the  only 
result,  and  the  late  Prime  Minister 
said  that  an  enduring  result  and  very 
solid  achieventent  of  that  conference 
waa  the  agreennent  to  create  a  maritime 
court.  In  the  instructions  given  to  Sir 
Edward  Fry  the  Government  put  that 
proposal  very  high  indeed ;  they  gave 
the  most  direct  instructions  to  Sir 
Edward  Fry  that  the  Government  were 
anxious  to*  see  the  constitution  of  an 
international  tribunal  of  appeal  from  the 
decisions  of  the  Prize  Courts,  and  wrote 
that,  if  the  Hague  Conference  accom- 
plished no  other  object  than  the  con- 
stitution of  that  tribunal,  it  would  tender 
inestimable  service  to  mankind.  That 
was  very  strong  language.  He  under- 
stood that  the  (Jermans  were  aware  of 
the  proposal.  We  communicated  it  just 
before  the  Hague  Conference  began, 
and  they  made  no  reply,  but  at  the 
conference  itself  they  gave  notice  of  a 
Resolution  on  the  same  subject.  They 
were  called  first,  and  the  result  was  that 
our  proposal  became  a  German .  pro- 
posal, and  it  was  adopted  as  such.  Since 
that  time  the  question  had  gone  back- 
wards.    The  Gtjrman  Government  stated 

VOL.  CXCm  [FoUPrTU  Sehies.] 


that  Germany  took  the  initiative  for  the 
establishment  of  that  tribunal,  but  that 
they  were  acting  with  ''some  degree  of 
caution."  Then  a  Question  was  asked 
in  this  House  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Norwood,  and  in  reply  the  late  Prime 
Minister  said  that  there  must  be  legis- 
lation by  Parliament  before  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  Convention  could  take  place. 
It  seemed  to  him  pretty  clear  from  the 
proceediligs  of  the  conference  that  there 
was  jealousy  and  hostility  behind  the 
scenes  all  the  time  between  Germany 
and  this  country,  and  he  confessed  that 
he  was  not  surprised, — as  a  policy,  which 
was  perfectly  correct  and  defensible  in 
itself,    had     been     described     as    one 


not  surprised  that  a  feeling  of  irrita- 
tion should  have  grown  up,  and  that 
suspicion  had  been  thrown  on  our  policy 
in  all  portions  of  the  world.  He  was  far 
from  being  convinced  that  our  policy  in 
regard  to  the  Congo  State  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  the  same  cause  of  difficulty 
and  hostility.  We  were  as  deeply  com- 
mitted in  regard  to  the  Congo  State  as  in 
regard  to  Macedonia.  This  Parliament 
would  be  sitting  in  the  autumn  months, 
but  it  would  be  sitting  dumb  so  far  as 
foreign  affairs  were  concerned.  There 
would  be  no  opportunity  for  debate 
on  this  subject.  Both  in  regard  to 
the  Congo  and  Macedonia  the  Govern- 
ment were  under  deep  promises  to  this 
country.  It  was,  therefore,  all  the  more 
incumbent  on  them  before  the  House 
separated  that  they  should  state  what 
they  would  be  responsible  for,  and  what 
their  pledges  were  in  regard  to  the  Congo 
State.  The  fresh  Congo  Papers  had  not 
yet  been  distributed,  and  curiously 
enough  the  Belgian  Government  had 
stated  publicly  that  they  insisted  on  their 
immediate  publication.  The'Government 
\vould  have  to  carry  out  the  promises 
made  to  the  House  in  Congo  matters  as 
in  Macedonian  matters,  and  he  would  like 
very  briefly  to  state,  subject  to  correction 
if  he  was  wrong,  and  subject  to  con- 
firmation of  hon.  friends  on  both  sides 
if  he  was  right,  what  he  understood  these 
promises  to  be.  The  Secretary  of  State 
had  told  them  that  ho  had  represented 
to  the  Belgian  Government  that  it  must 
be  a  condition  precedent  to  any  annexa- 
tion that  the  Congo  State  should  be  taken 
over   on   terms   which   wjould   afiord   a 
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guarantee  to  us  that  the  conditions  of 
our  Treaty  and  the  Berlin  Act  were 
carried  out.  The  circumstance  to  which 
we  attached  most  importance  and  which 
that  guarantee  was  concerned  with  was 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
words  "A  radical  alteration  in  the 
economic  sy&tem."  In  reply  to  Questions 
on  25th  June,  as  to  whether  the  changes 
required  and  to  be  so  guaranteed  would 
include  the  free  collection  of  rubber  by 
the  natives  and  the  sale  by  the  natives  to 
merchants  of  all  countries,  the  answer 
was  that  all  concessions  should  be  subject 
to  native  rights  and  that  the  natives 
must  not  be  debarred  from  the  collection 
or  rubber  or  from  the  sale  of  it  to  mer- 
chants of  all  countries.  He  thought 
"  concessions "  was  a  word  of  undue 
limitation.  The  right  should  exist  any- 
where throughout  the  territory,  and  not 
in  the  territory  of  the  concessions  only. 
Subject  to  that,  the  answer  was 
thoroughly  satisfactory.  But  since  that 
answer  was  given  there  came  the  White 
Paper  called  **  Taxation  of  Natives,  and 
other  Questions  "  and  in  that  he  confessed 
ho  thought  that  rather  too  much  im- 
portance was  given  to  secondary  ques- 
tions, such  as  those  relating  to  currency, 
at  the  expense  of  our  main  position. 
How  dangerous  it  was  in  dealmg  with 
Belgium  to  make  any  concessions  at  all 
might  be  seen  from  a  comparison  between 
statements  on  page  2  and  page  37  of  the 
White  Paper.  On  page  2  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  a  letter 
dated  27th  March,  1908,  said— 

**  His  Majesty's  Government  have  every 
confidence  in  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Belgian 
Government  to  introduce  thorough  and  far- 
reaching  reforms  into  the  present  system  of 
administration  in  the  Congo,  and  they  are 
therefore  particularly  anxious  to  maintain  an 
attitude  of  strict  forbearance,  and  to  abstain 
from  any  act  which  might  be  construed  as  inter- 
fering with  the  complete  liberty  of  action  of  the 
Belffian  Government  in  the  future  management 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Congo.* " 

The  Secretary  of  State  went  on  to  say 
that  there  must  be  adherence  to  our 
treaty  and  the  Berlin  Act  which  covered 
everything.  What  did  the  Belgian 
Crovemment  do  ?  They  omitted  these 
words,  and  took  solemn  notice  of  the 
words  which  he  had  quoted.  They 
said — 

**  The  Government  of  the  King  are  happy  to 
take  act  of  the  assurance  given  by  the  Govern- 

Sir  Charles  W,  Dilke. 


ment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  *  to  abstain 
from  any  act  which  might  be  construed  as 
interfering  with  the  complete  liberty  of  action 
of  the  Belgian  Government  in  the  future 
management  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Congo." 

At  this  moment  the  Belgian  Grovemment 
were  professing,  not  for  the  first  time, 
their  most  anxious  desire  for  complete 
publicity  in  regard  to  their  position. 
Last  week  an  article  appeared  in  Le 
Temps  which  stated  that  the  Belgian 
Government  had  insisted  that  the  corre- 
spondence should  be  published  as  speedily 
as  possible ;  but  they  had  not  yet  got 
it.  This  country,  at  all  events,  had 
nothing  to  lose  by  publicity.  The  posi- 
tion was  clear,  and  he  had  set  forth  why 
our  expectations  ought  to  be  carried  out. 
If  the  present  session  passed  over  without 
the  Act  of  annexation  being  passed,  it 
was  highly  probable  that  the  matter 
would  drag  on  and  that  in  November, 
when  this  House  was  known  to  be  sitting, 
but  from  the  nature  of  their  proceedings 
they  should  be  prevented  from  expressing 
their  opinion,  a  state  of  things  might 
arise  when  the  Foreign  Secretary  might 
be  glad  if  they  reminded  him  and  the 
Belgian  Government  through  this  House 
of  the  promises  which  had  been  given, 
and  of  the  policy  on  which  both  sides  of 
the  House  were  united  in  supporting  the 
Grovemment.  There  was  only  one  other 
matter,  closely  connected  with  the  feeble 
administration  of  the  Congo  in  the  interior, 
to  which  he  wished  to  draw  attention. 
As  a  result  of  the  captures  which  had 
taken  place  by  thousands  of  revolted 
troops  who  carried  on  slave  raiding  and 
the  sale  of  slaves,  a  stream  of  slaves 
continually  passed  to  Portuguese  posses- 
sions on  the  islands  of  San  Thome  and 
Principe.  A  party  of  convicts  were  also 
sent  to  serve  their  sentences  in  these 
islands.  The  slave  trade  was  carried  on 
by  the  Portuguese  Government,  and  the 
report  which  Mr.  Burtt  had  made  upon 
the  subject  had  been  toned  down  for 
publication.  They  had  been  told  that 
the  Government  were  giving  anxious 
consideration  to  this  subject,  and  that 
communications  had  been  made  with 
the  Portuguese  Government  with  regard 
to  it.  A  Captain  Francisco  Paola  Cid, 
who  had  been  formerly  a  governor  of  the 
territory,  it  was  said,  had  been  sent  to 
report  upon  the  whole  matter.  He 
thought  that  ol^fedifcrescence   on  the 
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Congo,  which  was  notoriously  continuing 
to  the  present  time,  was  a  matter  which 
required  more  rapid  attention  than  the 
Government  had  yet  given  to  it.  They 
had  allowed  themselves  to  be  put  ofi 
with  promises ;  those  promises  had  not 
been  kept  any  more  than  those  which 
had  been  given  by  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment. In  conclusion,  he  wished  to  say 
that  in  his  opinion  our  policy  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  was  not  facilitated  by 
attempts  which  were  made  in  many 
quarters  to  direct  it  against  a  particular 
Power.  This  country  meant  peace ;  but 
we  had  a  great  interest  besides  that  of 
peace — ^the  interest  of  not  pushing  war- 
like preparations,  and,  consequently,  the 
cost  of  these  warlike  preparations,  to  the 
extreme. 

♦Eabl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.)  said 
he  thought  the  House  owed  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  a  debt  for  having  raised 
the  general  debate  on  foreign  policy, 
and  for  having  redeemed  their  discussions 
from  the  charge  that  they  entirely 
concerned  themselves  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  o  her  countries.  He  supposed 
they  would  all  be  glad  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  do  or  say  anything  which 
would  mitigate  or  remove  the  unfortunate 
suspicion  which  our  foreign  policy  ap- 
peared to  excite  in  some  quarters  in 
Germany.  On  the  other  hand,  he  con- 
fessed that  it  was  difficult  to  understand, 
apart  from  the  constructions  placed  upon 
it  in  the  Press,  why  a  policy,  which  con- 
sisted merely  in  trying  to  remove  the 
grounds  of  friction  between  ourselves 
and  other  countries  with  which  we  had 
various  controversies  at  issue,  should 
excite  the  suspicions  of  any  other  Power. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  What  about 
Lord  Cromer's  speech  ? 

♦Earl  PERCY  saidthat  Lord  Cromer's 
speech  illustrated  the  difficulty  of  bringing 
about  a  better  atmosphere  of  public 
opinion  either  in  this  country  or  Germany 
until  the  two  Governments  could  arrive 
at  some  kind  of  agreement  for  arrest- 
ing what  had  become  an  acknowledged 
rivalry  in  naval  armaments.  In  regard 
to  the  Congo  question,  he  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  they  would 
be  faced  with  some  difficulty  next  session 
by  the  fact  that  annexation  might  be 


decided  upon  without  our  having  any 
opportunity  of  debating  it.  They  must 
trust  to  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  proper  time  to  renew  otir  repre- 
sentations, but  they  should  be  renewed 
before  annexation  was  decided  upon. 
The  despatch  of  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment left  on  his  mind  the  impres- 
sion that  that  Government,  having 
assured  us  of  their  general  concurrence 
with  the  reforms  which  we  had  urged, 
thought  that  they  might  now  investigate 
at  their  leisure  the  systems  prevailing 
in  other  parts  of  the  Congo  basin,  and 
that  they  were  under  no  necessity  to 
communicate  any  further  information 
as  to  the  precise  steps  by  which  they 
meant  to  carry  their  professions  into 
practice.  If  that  were  their  view, 
it  betrayed  a  very  serious  miscon- 
ception of  the  position  of  this  country ; 
and  he  was  not  quite  sure  that  that 
misconception  might  not  be  strengthened 
by  the  sentence  in  the  despatch  of  the 
Foreign  Secretary  when  he  said  that 
it  was  not  our  desire  to  prescribe 
the  precise  method  by  which  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Congo  should  be 
brought  into  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Berlin  Act.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  the  present  Congo  adminis- 
tration was  a  violation  of  the  Berlin 
Act.  But  it  was  also  a  violation  of  the 
expressed  conditions  under  which  the 
original  International  Association  ob- 
tained recognition  from  this  country  and 
from  America — and  so  obtained  the 
sialus  which  alone  enabled  it  to  becomo 
a  party  to  the  Berlin  Act  at  all. 
The  vital  point,  as  it  seemed  to  him, 
was  that  before  we  gave  our  consent 
to  the  annexation  of  the  Congo  by  the 
Belgian  Government  we  should  insist 
that  in  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  the  same 
legal  security  which  was  provided  for  the 
rights  of  the  concessionary  companies 
should  also  be  secured  for  the  rights  of 
the  natives  by  the  restitution  to  them  not 
only  of  land  sufficient  for  occupation,  but 
also  of  their  original  freedom  to  sell  all 
the  products  (except  ivory)  grown  in 
territories  which  are  not  effectively  occu- 
pied by  the  companies  and  exploited 
by  means  of  free  labour  hired  in 
the  open  market.  Passing  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Macedonia,  he  would  be  glad 
if  the  right  hon.,  Gentleman  found 
it  consonant  witl^  the  public  interest 
?  L  2 
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to  make  a  statement  with  legaid  to 
the  present  state  of  Turkish  affairs. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  general  impression 
in  the  responsible  Press  that  in  view  of  the 
events  of  the  last  few  days  England  and 
Russia  would  take  time  to  look  around 
and  reconidder  their  position  before  they 
presented  their  new  reform  schemes  to  the 
Sultan.  He  imagined  that  this  impres- 
sion was  well-founded.  It  would  appear 
somewhat  absurd  to  enter  into  a  solemn 
discussion  as  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
military  and  gendarmerie  for  the  repres- 
sion of  these  bands,  at  a  time  when  the 
bands  had  temporarily  disappeared  and  the 
military  had  broken  loose  from  control. 

And  it  must  be  remembered  that  what- 
ever other  results  might  follow  from  the 
present  constitutional  movement  in  Tur- 
key, it  was  almost  certain  that  it  would 
increase  rather  than  diminish  the  general 
dislike  and  opposition  to  interference  from 
outside.  He  had  always  believed  that  the 
desire  for  reform  was  as  widespread 
among  the  Mahomedans  as  among  the 
Christians,  but  at  the  same  time  it  sprang 
in  no  small  measure  from  the  conviction 
that  only  the  removal  of  the  most  glaring 
abuses  wouy  rescue  their  country  from 
constant  and  humiliating  tutelage  on 
the  part  of  the  Powers.  Speaking  for 
himself  alone,  he  had  never  pre- 
tended to  view  with  any  satisfaction 
or  hope  the  schemes  for  so-called  auto- 
nomy, partial  or  otherwise,  in  separate 
provinces  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  He 
believed  that  it  was  idle  in  the  light  of 
past  experience  to  expect  that  they  could 
persuade  the  Mahomedans  that  a  policy 
of  that  kind  was  anything  else  than  a  first 
step  towards  the  (fismemberment  of  the 
country,  nor  did  he  think  that  their 
belief  in  the  justice  of  the  European 
Powers  was  likely  to  be  strengthened 
by  the  contrast  between  their  con- 
stant readiness  to  apply  the  strongest 
pressure  at  Constantinople,  and  their 
extraordinary  reluctance  to  go  beyond 
the  most  polite  representation  to  the 
Governments  at  Sofia,  Belgrade  and 
Athens,  who  were  responsible  for  per- 
mitting the  equipment  and  passage 
of  the  bands.  He  had  no  desire  to  go 
back  to  the  details  of  the  reform  scheme 
which  was  adumbrated  in  the  last 
speech  of  tho  Foreign  Secretary  and 
of  which  thev  hfid  some  further  informa- 
ti'ni  in  the  Wuite  Paper,  but  he  must 
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allude  to  one  part  of  the  scheme  for  which 
the  right  horn  Gentleman  was  responsible 
and  upon  which  he  confessed  he  looked 
with  some  regret.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, following  in  that  respect  the  policy  of 
Lord  Ijansdowne,  declared  some  time  ago 
that  he  thought  that  it  wotdd  be  unfair  and 
unjust  to  ask  Turkeyto  reduce  her  Regular 
forces  in  Macedonia  unless  we  either 
asked  for  a  corresponding  reduction  of 
forces  by  the  Bulgarian  Government  or 
unless  the  Powers  were  ready  to  give  a 
collective  guarantee  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  frontier. 
The  idea  of  a  collective  guarantee  fell 
through  owing  to  the  opposition  of  tiie 
Russian  Government.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then  very  properly  dropped 
the  proposal  that  we  should  insist  on  the 
reduction  of  the  Turkish  Army.  But 
what  he  thought  it  was  imjust  to  do 
directly  he  did  indirectly.  He  laid  down 
the  condition  that  tho  support  of  the 
troops  must  not  be  made  a  charge  on 
the  Macedonian  Budget. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  I 
said  that  the  civil  expenses  were  to  be 
the  first  charge.  ^^ 

♦Earl  PERCY  said  all  the  evidence 
went  to  show  that,  if  the  civil  adminis- 
tration was  to  be  made  a  first  charge  on 
the  Budget,  the  finances  would  be  wholly 
inadequate  to  support  the  large  force 
which  the  Turks  were  compelled  to  keep  up 
in  Macedonia.  What  must  the  practical 
result  of  that  policy  be  ?  It  was  neither 
just  nor  expedient,  because  it  must 
throw  upon  the  unfortunate  taxpayer 
in  other  parts  of  the  Turkish  Empire 
the  greater  part  of  the  burden  of  main- 
taining the  army  in  Macedonia. 

Mr.  LYNCH  said  a  great  pait  of  the 
expenditure  in  Macedonia  was  found  by 
the  3  per  cent,  import  duty,  wUoh  wae 
derived  from  the  trade  of  the  whole  of 
Turkey. 

♦Earl  PERCY  was  glad  to  hear  from 
a  free  trader  that  the  3  per  cent,  import 
duty  wa«  paid  by  the  foreigner  and 
not  by  the  consumer.  He^  had  only 
raised  this  point  for  the  purpose  of 
showing    the    extraordinary    diOioalty^ 
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ho  thought  the  impossibility,  of  treating 
the  Turkish  question  pieoemeal.  We 
seemed  now  to  be  in  the  presence  of  a 
general  movement  on  the  part  of  all  races 
and  creeds  to  combining  together  for 
the  pursuit  of  common  reforms  on  the 
basis  of  a  common  patriotism.  We  might 
be  sanguine  or  the  reverse  as  to  the 
results  of  that  movement,  but,  at  all 
events,  let  us  do  nothing  to  prejudice 
its  success.  This  country  had  sdways 
bad  a  great  reputation  among  the  popu- 
lations of  the  Turkish  Empire  for  being 
probably  the  only  disinterested  Power 
in  Europe,  and  he  earnestly  hoped  that 
at  lie  present  juncture  we  would  show 
by  our  words  and  our  diplomatic  action 
that  nothing  would  please  us  better 
than  the  success  of  any  movement  for 
reform  from  inside,  which  might  perhaps 
eventually  free  us  from  the  necessity  of 
having  to  interest  ourselves  in  the  internal 
a&irs  of  the  Turkish  Empire. 

SiE  EDWARD  GREY:  I  cannot 
think  that  the  noble  Lord's  account 
of  the  proposal  which  I  made  with 
regard  to  the  civil  and  military  ex- 
penditure of  Macedonia  really  gave  a 
fair  impression  of  what  that  proposal  was. 
The  words  of  his  to  which  I  took  exception 
were  that  we  had  demurred  to  the  military 
expenditure  being  defi^ayed  out  of  the 
Macedonian  Budget.  We  did  not 
demur  to  the  military  expenditure 
being  defrayed  out  of  the  Macedonian 
Budget.  What  we  did  demur  to  was 
the  part  of  the  Macedonian  Budget 
allocated  to  civil  expenditure  being 
starved  for  the  sake  of  the  military 
expenditure.  We  did  not  attempt  to 
say  that  either  one  or  the  other 
should  have  been  defrayed  out  of 
the  Macedonian  Budget.  What  we  did 
attempt  to  lay  down  was  that,  if  there 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  full  amount  of 
both,  the  civil  expenditure  should  be 
defrayed  first  and  the  deficit  on  military 
expenditure  should  be  made  up  by  funds 
from  elsewhere.  The  noble  Lord  says  th^t 
that  would  have  caused  the  expenditure 
on  the  Army  in  Macedonia  to  be  defrayed 
by  taxpayers  in  other  parts  of  the  Turkish 
dominions.  But  the  army  is  not  kept 
there  solely  for  the  internal  purposes  of 
Macedonia.  It  is  kept  there,  as  other 
nations  keep  large  parts  of  their  Army  on 
their  frontier,  for  the  sake  of  the  integrity 
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of  the  whole  empire.  My  hon.  fridnd  the 
Member  for  Ripon  seemed  to  me  to  be 
urging  that  in  making  the  Anglo-Russian 
Convention  we  might  have  used  that  as 
a  lever  to  get  some  special  co-operation 
with  Russia  in  regard  to  the  Macedonian 
question  which  might  have  shortened  the 
delay  that  is  talang  place  in  pressing 
reforms.  Tliat  is  exactly  what  we  could 
not  do.  It  was  expressly  understood 
that  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention  was 
being  arranged  between  the  two  Powers 
to  deal  with  parts  of  the  world  and 
interests  in  those  parts  of  the  world  which 
concerned  themselves,  and  that  we  were 
not  going  to  bring  into  that  Convention 
any  extraneous  interests  which  might  be 
a  cause  of  offence  to  other  Powers.  There- 
fore we  could  not  mix  up  the  two  things. 
As  to  the  delay  which  has  taken  place, 
I  made  no  secret  at  the  time  when  I 
originally  placed  the  proposal  before  the 
House  that  we  were  not  going  to  take 
isolated  action,  and  that  we  must  carry 
the  other  Powers  with  us.  Neither 
Russia,  nor  England,  one  or  other,  nor 
both  together,  had  either  the  disposition 
or  the  power  to  attempt  to  settle  the 
Macedonian  question  without  consulting 
the  other  Powers,  and  if  it  has  taken  a 
long  time  it  has  simply  been  due  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  so  many  Powers  to  be 
consulted,  and  that  the  problem  itself 
is  very  complex  and  full  of  details.  But 
I  will  ask  to  be  excused  to-night  under 
the  special  circumstances  from  going 
in  any  detail  into  the  question  of 
Macedonian  reform.  The  situation  has 
changed,  and  has  changed  so  suddenly 
and  yet  so  greatly  in  the  last  few  days 
that  I  would  rather  confine  myself  to 
some  general  observations  upon  how  the 
prospect  is  affected  by  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place.  They  must  be  general 
observations  only,  because  it  is  too  soon 
to  pronounce  a  definite,  considered 
opinion.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Stirling  Burghs  in  a  speech  to  which 
the  House  listened  with  interest  and 
welcome,  knowing  well  the  interest  which 
he  has  taken  in  politics,  and  expecting 
from  him,  as  I  am  sure  they  are  entitled 
to  expect  in  future  years,  much  help  and 
useful  support  in  our  debates — in 
his  speech  he  analysed  what  the 
situation  in  Macedonia  had  been. 
It  may  be  summed  up  in  one  word.  The 
root  cause  of  the  mischietof  tbi^^i^tbi^ 
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has  been   bad,  weak    government.      It 
^  is  that  which  has  been  the  temptation 
^    to  neighbouring  States,  or  to  the  citizens 
of  neighbouring   States,    or   those   who 
in    Macedonia    itself   are   of   the    same 
nationality  as  the  neighbouring  States 
— it  is  that  which  has  been  the  tempta- 
tion  to  them  to  strengthen  their  owp 
nationalities  in   Macedonia   at   the   ex- 
pense of  each  other.    The  Government 
being  weak,  being  incapable  of  adopting 
methods  for  the  preservation  of  order, 
played  off  the  one  party  against  the 
other,  instead  of  taking  strong,  vigorous, 
and  impartial  measures.     It  is  against 
that   situation,    against   those   methods 
of  governing,  we,  in  common  with  the 
other    Powers    of    Europe,    have    been 
for  some  years  protesting.     There  was 
some   protest   from   the   Turkish   army 
and    from    the    Musulman    population ; 
but  the  extraordinary  part  of  the  matter 
is  this,  that  these  sudden  events  of  the 
last   few   days,    though    attended   with 
violence   which   in   some   circumstances 
might  have  been  expected  to  lead  to 
further  violence  and  disorder,  suddenly 
produced,  for  the  time,  order,  security, 
even  rejoicing.     It  is  a  very  remarkable 
situation,    and   it   comes   at   the   very 
moment  when  we  submitted  to  the  other 
Powers  proposals  for  forming  a  mobile 
force  composed  partly  of  Turkish  troops 
and  partly  of  gendarmerie,  to  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Turkish  Governor, 
and  organised  in  Macedonia  by  Turkish 
officers    and    the    commanders    of    the 
gendarmerie,    in    order  that    this    force 
might  be  allocated  for  the  purpose  of 
putting    down    the    bards    impart irJly 
and    vigorously.     At    this    moraent^ — so 
far    as    my    information    goes — at    this 
moment  the  bards  have  melted  away, 
they  have  dispersed  under  the  influence 
of  the  events  which  have  taken  place. 
"Well,  of  course,  if  this  state  of  things 
continues,    if   these   bands   have    really 
dispersed  for  good,  there  is  no  further 
need  for  the  mobile  force.     We  welcome 
the  momentary  situation  and  trust  it 
may  last.    We   trust  that  the   Balkan 
States  and  also  Greece  on  the  border 
will    use    their    utmost    endeavours    to 
secure  that  it  shall  last,   and  that  no 
advantage   will   be   taken   of   anything 
which  has  occurred  in  Macedonia  itself 
for  anything  but  a  good  purpose  ;    that 
Sir  Edvmrd  (hey. 


those  States  will  do  all  in  their  power 
to  prevent  bands  being  recruited  from 
their  own  territories,  and  will  do  their 
utmost  with  the  Powers  of  Europe  to 
preserve    the    present    situation.     Our 
object  has  never  been  political,  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stirling  has  said ;     it 
has  been   truly  humanitarian  and  dis- 
interested.    It  is  known  at  home,  but 
is   not   yet   credited   abroad,    that    for 
us  the  Macedonian  question  is  the  ques- 
tion  of   good   versus  bad   government. 
It    has    been    pointed    out    that    our 
object     in     Macedonia     has     been     to 
derogate    from    the    authority    of    the 
Sult>an    as    head    of    the    Mahomedan 
faith  and  the  integrity  of  his  dominions. 
There  is,  of  course,  no  truth  in  that. 
Then  it  has  been  said  that  our  object  is  to 
assist  the  Christians  against  Mahomedans; 
but,  88  we  know,  we  have  only  been  acting 
in  the  Macedonian  question  because  of 
the  treaty  obligations  we  have  in  common 
with  other  Powers  in  regard  to  particular 
parts  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  and  we  are 
well   aware   that,    while   the   Christian 
population  has  suffered  from  bad  govern- 
ment,   Mahomedans    have    suffered    as 
well.    It  comes  back  to  this,  that  in  the 
Macedonian  question  our  sole  desire  is 
to    see    good    government    introduced  ; 
and  if  Turkey  is  going  to  improve  the 
whole  governmrent  of  the  country  and 
ensure  that     the     Mahomedans      and 
Christians  shall  benefit  equally  by  the 
improvements,  then  it  is  better  that  the 
Macedonian  question  should  be  settled 
by  the  Turks  taking  in  hand  and  doing 
what  for  years  we  have  been  urging  them 
to  do  than  by  pressing  partial  reforms 
on  reluctant,  unwilling  and  obstructing 
authorities.    I  noted  the  apprehensions 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stirling 
that  things  may  not  turn  out  so  well  as 
they  promised  at  first.    Well,  of  course 
we  must  wait  events  ;  but  at  the  present 
tinue  I  can  only  say  this:  our  own  sym- 
pathy must  be  with  those  who  are  trying 
to  introduce  reforms,  and  I  should  be  the 
last  to  prophesy  that  they  will  fail.    If 
they  succeed,  then  they  must  succeed 
by  their  own  efforts  ;   but  our  sympathy 
is  with  them.    I  will  only  say  this :  we 
shall  continue,  watchful  and  earnest  as 
we  have  ever  been,  in  pursuing  the  object 
of  securing  good  government  in  Mace- 
donia, and  in  the  other  parts  of  Turkey 
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with  which  we  are  concerned.  But  at 
the  present  ntoment  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  forecast  by  what  methods 
that  object  would  be  achieved ;  and  I 
will  only  say  with  reference  to  present 
events  in  Turkey  that  we  welcome  the 
news  that  the  Sultan  has  proclaimed  a 
Constitution.  We  welcome  the  news 
of  the  strength  of  the  feeling  which  has 
b' ought  about  the  proclamation  of  the 
Constitution;  and  while  not  relaxing 
our  watchfulness,  while  not  becoming 
slack  in  our  desire  to  do  all  in  our  power 
to  promote  improvement  in  Macedonia, 
we  shall  for  the  present  preserve  an  ex- 
pectant and  sympathetic  attitude.  I 
come  to  another  question  of  great  im- 
portance which  I  should  not  have  touched 
upon  if  it  had  not  been  touched  upon 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  It  is  a  question 
of  great  importance  and  of  extreme 
delicacy,  and,  indeed,  he  himself  recog- 
nised by  the  manner  in  which  he  spoke 
that  it  was  necessary  to  be  careful  and 
guarded  in  the  words  he  used.  It  is  as 
necessary  for  me  to  deal  with  it  delicately, 
and  I  would  not  myself  have  introduced 
it  into  this  debate.  I  do  not  complain 
that  it  has  been  introduced  ;  but  it  i&  a 
serious  question.  It  is  undoubtedly  most 
undesirable  that  any  section  of  opinion 
in  this  country  shoidd  represent  it  as  an 
object  of  British  policy  to  isolate  (Jermany . 
It  is  equally  undesirable  that  any  section 
of  public  opinion  in  (Jermany  should 
believe  in  that  being  the  case.  When* 
you  come  to  deal  with  a  question  of  the 
relations  between  two  great  Powers 
of  this  kind,  I  would  ask  the  people 
who  really  wish  to  form  an  opinion 
of  the  feeling  of  the  two  countries 
towards  each  other  not  to  take  too 
short  views.  The  feeling  of  any  two  great 
countries  towards  each  other  may  vary  in 
degree  from  year  to  year  ;  but  I  at  least 
say  this — that  anybody  who  reviews 
the  history  of  the  last  twenty  years 
impartially   must   be   bound   to   admit 


friction  between  this  country  and  France, 
and  at  another  time  a  moment  when 
there  was  constant  friction  between 
this  country  and  Russia.  Now  what 
have  we  done  in  recent  years  ?  We 
have  come  to  agreements  with  those 
two  Powers  which  have  removed  the 
friction  which  existed,  and  removed  all 
danger  of  a  breach  of  the  peace  either 
between  us  and  France  or  between  us 
and  Russia.  That  is  a  distinct  change. 
But  does  any  Power  in  Europe  say  to 
us  that  a  favourable  balance  of  power 
from  their  point  of  view  depended  on 
our  being  on  bad  terms  with  France  or 
Russia,  or  any  other  Power  ?  We  have 
settled  by  agreements  which  are  known 
to  the  world  certain  causes  of  dispute, 
removed  possibilities  of  friction  between 
us  and  these  two  Powers.  It  is  not  so 
long  ago — I  think  only  last  year — ^that 
Prince  Billow  said  that  the  policy  of 
Grennany  did  not  depend  on  provoking 
enmity  between  other  Powers.  I  would 
complete  that  by  saying  that,  as  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  it  is  no  part  of  our  policy 
to  give  our  friendships  any  hostile  point 
towards  any  other  Power.  But  we 
must  be  &ee  to  make  those  friendships. 
Having  made  them,  I  am  willing  to  give 
the  utmost  guarantees  that  we  shall 
use  them  for  the  mutual  advantage  of 
ourselves  and  the  other  countries  with 
which  we  are  toncerned;  but  we  shall 
not  take  advantage  of  those  friendships 
to  make  enmity  between  our  friends 
and  any  other  Power ;  nor  is  it  our 
object  to  isolate  any  Power  whatever. 
A.ad,  after  all,  when  the  isolation  of 
Germany  is  spoken  of,  1  think  it  is  only 
fair  to  bear  in  mind  that  Germany  has 
two  allies.  We  have  never  grudged  that 
alliance ;  we  have  never  considered  ^ 
that  alliance  as  directed  against  us, 
'and  if  we  have  made  agreements  with 
France  and  Russia  (which,  by  the  way, 
are  public  to  the  world,  while  those  of 
the  Triple  Alliance  are  not)  there  is 
as    little   reason    to    suppose    that    the 


not  been  that  of  a  Power  which  was 
reluctant  to  be  on  good  terms  with 
Germany.  And  if  on  reviewing  the 
last  twenty  years  you  carry  your  mind 
back  to  the  events  which  occurred  in 
the  first  decade  of  the  twenty  years, 
you  will  find  that  there  was  at  one  time 
a   moinent   when   there    was   constant 


that  the  attitude  of  this  country  has  i  object  and  motive  of  these  agreements 


was  isolation  or  unfriendly  action  to- 
wards any  other  Power.  Let  me  ex- 
amine the  point  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  raises  with  regard  to  Macedonia. 
His  argument  was  that  there  might  be 
an  impression  that,  because  Russia  and 
ourselves  were  acting  together  on  the 
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JI V  odoiiiaii  question,  wo  wero  formirg 
something  apart  from  other  Powers 
which  might  give  ofiEence  to  ihem.  I 
will  explain  exactly  how  these  proposals 
about  Macedonia  arose.  We  made  pro- 
posals which  were  announced  in  this 
House,  and  those  proposals  were  made 
on  our  own  account  without  consultation 
with  other  Powers,  simply  because,  in 
our  opinion,  the  situation  was  such  that 
it  was  necessary,  either  ihat  we  should 
dissociate  ourselves  from  the  reform 
movement  altogether  or  ihat  it  should 
take  some  more  vigorous  and  active  shape. 
After  we  had  made  these  proposals,  Russia 
intimated  that  she  would  be  prepared  to 
advance  some  proposals  of  her  own 
going  in  the  same  direction  but  not 
going  so  far,  and  the  other  Powers 
including,  I  am  pretty  sure,  Germany, 
were  among  the  first  to  say  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  receive  the  Russian 
proposals  and  to  accept  them.  The 
proposals  were  discussed  between  us 
and  Russia  because  we  at  first  adum- 
brated the  larger  scheme,  for  it  was 
important  for  us  to  know  how  much 
substance  there  was  going  to  be  in  the 
Russian  proposals  in  order  that  we 
might  make  up  our  minds  whether  we 
could  give  them  our  cordial  support ; 
but  as  far  as  other  Powers  were  con- 
cerned, they  showed  not  only  readiness 
but  even  alacrity  to  accept  the  Russian 
proposals  after  ours  had  been  annoimced. 
Therefore  there  can  be  no  question  of 
the  action  of  England  and  Russia  in 
Macedonia  having  originated  in  any 
desire  to  form  a  group  among  the  other 
Powers.  With  regard  to  the  Hague 
Conference,  if  we  had  had  any  political 
design  we  should  not  have  chosen  as 
our  first  delegate,  as  we  did,  a  man  of 
the  highest  character,  of  great  learning 
in  international  law,  ajid  of  great  judg- 
ment, but  one  who  had  had  no  experience 
as  a  diplomatist.  If  we  had  had  a 
political  object  in  view  we  should  have 
thrown  considerations  of  international 
^  law  to  the  winds  and  chosen  the  most 
experienced  diplomatist  we  could  find. 
We  gave  everybody  a  guarantee  that 
we  should  discuss  all  questions  at  the 
Hague  Conference  on  their  merits  ;  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  he  read  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  right  hon.  Baronet  will 
know  that,  while  we  were  often  at 
variance  with  Germany,  we  were  at 
Sir  Edward  Grey, 


variance,  I  think,  with-  almost  ev«rv 
other  Power  in  turn  on  some  question. 
We  were  at  variance,  sometimes  with 
one,  sometimes  with  another,  because 
we  dealt  with  questions  solely  on  their 
merits,  and  sometimes  with  one  Power 
and  sometimes  with  another  we  differed. 
But  when  Germany  brought  forward  the 
Prize  Courts  Convention  we  cordially 
welcomed  it;  and  if  it  has  not  pro- 
ceeded faster  since,  it  is  due  simply  to 
this,  that  in  order  to  adhere  to  that 
Convention  legislation  would  be  neces- 
sary here,  and  we  cannot  get  that  legis- 
lation through  Parliament  unless  we 
harve  some  fiither  agreement  with  other 
Powers,  including  Germany,  but  not 
(Jermany  alone,  on  certain  points  con- 
nected with  the  law  of  maritime  war, 
in 'Which  it  is  obvious  we  must'bave 
some  agreement  with  the  great  naval 
Powers  before  we  can  pass  legislation  to 
ratify  the  Prize  Courts  Convention. 
We  have  a  conference  which  will  meet  in 
the  autumn  to  discuss  the  question,  and  I 
hope  it  will  arrive  at  an  a^^reement 
which  will  enable  us  to  ratify  the  Con- 
vention next  year  by  the  time  named. 
With  regard  to  the  Congo,  which,  I  think 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  is  the  third 
instance  in  which  we  were  isolated,  it 
is  quite  true  that  -we  have  been  alone 
except  for  the  United  States. 

♦Sib  CHARLES  W.  DHiKE :  I  did  n6t 
say  We  were  isolated. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  understood 
the  argument  to  be  that,  owing  Xa  ottt 
general  policy,  we  were  weaker  with  re- 
gard to  the  Congo  than  we  might  have 
been,  because  the  other  Powers  have  not 
been  willing  to  act  with  us.  I  havo-said 
over  and  over  again  that  we  should  be 
delighted  to  welcome  the  co-operation 
of  any  Power  and  we  should  be  relieved 
not  to  have  to  bear  the  burden  of  pro- 
moting reform  alone.  If  any  other  power 
made  the  least  intimation  that  it  is  taking 
interest  in  reform,  we  should  be  delighted- 
to  welcome  their  co-operation  ;  and  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  with' the  burdens 
we  have  upon  us,  we  have  no  false  pride 
on  our  side  and  no  artificial  ambition  to 
play  the  leading  part  ourselves  if  any  other 
Power  desires  to  do  so.  With  regard 
to  the  publication  of  further  Papers,  we 
are  quite  ready,  and  I  had  hoped  dxe7 
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would  have  been  presented  alre:idy,  but 
tko  Belgian  Goveixiinent  wishoa  to  proaeiit 
Papers,  includiog  lie  ones  we  are  going 
to  present.    They  are  also  going  to  include 
some  conununications  they  have  had  with 
the  United  States.    They -are  arranging 
that  matter  at  the  pjesent  moment,  and 
the  present  situation  is  that  I  have  in- 
formed the  Belgian  Government  that  we 
are  ready  to  publish  Papers  at  any  time, 
and  are  only  waiting  to  hear  from  them 
what  the  date  of  their  publication  will  be  so 
that  we  may  publish  them  simultaneously. 
But  when  they  are  published  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  they  will  be  very  incomplete* 
They  end  up  with  a  communication  we 
have  received  from  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment, but  they  do  not  contain  our  reply. 
They  carry  the  matter  as  far  as  it  can 
be  carried  by  general  assurances,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  recognise  that,  as  far 
as  general  assurances  go,  the  line  taken  by 
the  Belgian  Government  is  very  differen 
from  that  taken  by  the  Congo  Govern- 
ment.     The  whole  tone  of    the  corre- 
spondence is  very  different.    The  noble 
Lord  is  perfectly  right  in  supposing  that 
bef6re  we  definitely  accept  the  situation 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Congo  State  to  Bel- 
gium we  shall  need  to  send  a  reply  to  the 
last  Belgian  communication.     That  reply 
will  take  some  consideration.    It  must 
deal   somewhat   exhaustively   with   the 
question  of   concessions  and  with   our 
own  right  to  have  some  say  before  we 
definitely  recognise  the  transfer  of  the 
Congo    State    to    another  Power.     We 
originally  recognised   the   Congo    State 
under  a  certain  agreement  and   in  the 
expectation    that    it    would    promote 
free  trade  and  be  a  civilising  influence. 
Those  treaty,  rights  we  consider  have  been 
"broken,  and  when  the  Congo  State  has 
broken   the   treaty ,  rights   which   were 
the  very  foundation  and  origin  of  its 
existence  the  Powers  which  are  aggrieved 
are  bound  and  I  consider  entitled  to 
examine  very  closely  the  terms  on  which 
that  State  is  to  be  transferred  to  another, 
and  to  get  explicit  assurances  as  to  the 
interpretation  which  will  be  placed  on 
their  treaty  rights.    Therefore  when  tke 
next  Papers  are  published  I  must  ask 
the  Goirmittee  to  bear  in  mind  that  they 
are  published  quickly  because  the  Belgian 
Government  deure  them  to  be  published 
before  the  Belgian  Parliament  rises,  and 


that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  they 
must  not  be  regard edue  complete  because 
they  necessitate  a  reply  from  us  which 
wiU  need  bome  consideration  and  bome 
time.        The    question    of    concesbiona 
is  an  exceedingly  difficult  one.    I  quite 
realise  that  it  would   be   going    on    a 
somewhat  exacting  tack  to  demand  of 
the  Belgian  Government  that   it  shall 
apply    in    the*  Congo,    if   it   becomeis 
a  Belgian  Colojiy,  some  system  different 
from  and  less  free  than  that  which  exists 
in  the  Colonies  of  other  coimtries  who 
have  possessions  in  the  same  region.  What 
has  our  own  practice  been  ?     I  under- 
stand it  to  be  this:  before  giving  any 
concessions  we  have  surveyed  the  country 
carefully,  and  we  have  then  only  given 
cocessions  where  it  has  appeared  dearly 
that  there  were  vacant  lands  which  had 
not  been  in  native  occupation.    In  West 
Africa,  I  believe,  our  general  practice  has 
been  to    give   no    concessions,  because 
we  ioimd  that  the  different  native  tnb^ 
and  villages  had  already  parcelled  ou* 
the  land  between  them.    In  East  Africci 
I  believe  there  are  lands  which  have  nev«r 
been  in  native  Occupation,  and  those  lands 
are  regarded  as  the  property  of  the  Crowtx 
and  as  available  for  concdssions.    Tho 
Congo  Grovemment  pursued  the  reverse 
coiurse.    It  gave  concessions  first  without 
inquiring  about  native  rights.     The  pro^ 
blem  before  the  Belgian  (Government  is 
to  put  that  matter  right.     It  is  going  too 
far  to  say  there  should  be  no  concessions 
in  the  Congo  State.  Vacant  lands,  if  there 
be  vacant  Icuids,  we  can  hardly  oontend 
should  not  be  the  subject  of  concessions 
in  the  Congo  State  as  they  are  in  our 
Colonies.    But    the    concessions    which 
have  been,  granted  have  been  granted 
without  any  regard  to  native  rights,  and 
it  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter  to 
produce  order  out  of  this  situation.     The 
Congo    question   divides    itself    to    me, 
roughly,  into  two  heads — first  of  all  there 
is  the  question  of  forced  labour  and  abuse 
of  it.     The   Belgian    Government  says 
definitely  that  forced  labour  must  come  to 
an  end.    If  it  is  to  come  to  an  end  it  is 
essential  without  delay  that  the  natives 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  large  tracts 
of  territory  which  will  enable  them  to 
cultivate  and  to  feed  themselves  and  to 
trade,  otherwise   they   would   have   no 
means  of  earning  a  livelihood*    Thes« 
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tracts  must  come  out  of  the  concessionary 
area  where  there  are  natives  in  the  con- 
cessionary area.  The  question  of  forced 
labour  and  the  treatment  of  natives  is 
one  which  I  regard  as  an  axiom  in  the 
eyes  of  any  civilised  State.  The  Belgian 
Government  have  made  no  scruple  about 
saying  they  will  abolish  forced  labour. 
In  regard  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
question,  the  right  of  freedom  of  trade, 
we  have  proposed  to  the  Belgian  that  if 
there  should  be  difficulties  of  interpreta- 
tion of  treaty  rights  in  this  matter,  the 
question  should  be  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion. The  humanitarian  side  of  the 
question — the  question  of  decent  treat- 
ment of  the  natives — is  separate  from  the 
conunerical  question. 

Earl  PERCY:  Does  that  include  the 
freedom  of  the  natives  to  trade  ?  Is 
that  to  be  referred  to  arbitration  ? 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY :  No.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  native  must  have 
the  lands  of  which  he  has  been  in  occupa- 
tion and  freedom  to  trade  in  those  lands. 
When  you  come  to  the  question  how 
vacant  lands  should  be  dealt  with,  the 
questions  of  the  monopolies  of  a  particular 
province  and  questions  which  are  purely 
commercial,  I  should  be  prepared  to 
refer  those  questions  to  arbitration, 
because  I  have  always  wished  to  make  it 
clear  that  in  the  matter  of  Congo  reform 
our  prime  motive  at  any  rate  has  been 
the  humanitarian  motive.  When  it  is 
purely  a  matter  of  trade  interests  as 
distinguished  from  the  humanitarian 
interest,  I  think  it  only  right  we  should 
deal  with  it  as  any  other  country  would 
deal  with  it,  and  agree  that  it  should  be  a 
matter  for  arbitration.  Before  the  Gov- 
ernment commits  itself  to  any  definite 
recognition  of  the  situation  as  satisfac- 
tory, assuming  that  the  Belgium  Parlia- 
ment decides  to  empower  the  Govern- 
ment to  annex  the  Congo,  we  shall  have 
to  have  had  further  correspondence, 
which  we  shall  lay  before  the  House,  and 
the  whole  situation  will  have  to  be  care- 
fully considered  by  His  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment,  who  will  then,  no  doubt,  announce 
what  their  decision  is.  I  can  say  little 
about  the  Portuguese  question.  We 
have  brought  all  the  information  at  our 
disposal  before  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment, and  urged  them  to  do  all  in  their 
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power  and  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
to  put  things  into  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Of  course,  anyone  who  reiflects  on  the 
internal  troubles  of  Portugal  will  realise 
that  the  time  has  not  been  a  fortunate 
one  for  undertaking  reforms  in  Portuguese 
territory.  With  regard  to  Persia,  I  will 
only  say  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Ripon 
did  not  give  a  correct  impression  in  regard 
to  the  Russian  officers.  The  Russian 
officers  were  not  sent  in  to  suppress 
sedition.  These  were  officers  who  had 
been  in  Persia  for  some  years — ^long  before 
the  Anglo-Russian  Convention.  They 
were  officers  not  sent  in  by  the  Russian 
(Jovernment,  but  acted  as  bodyguard 
under  the  orders  of  the  Shah,  and  with 
regard  to  what  part  they  may  have  taken 
in  the  events  at  Teheran  I  do  not  suppose 
the  Russian  (Jovemment  itself  has  full 
information  in  regard  to  the  facts.  The 
general  situation  is  this,  that  there  are 
two  parties  in  Persia,  the  constitutianal 
party  and  the  reactionary  party,  and 
that  there  has  been  practically  a  state  of 
civil  war,  in  which  the  Shah  has  won  in 
Teheran,  and  the  nationalist  or  constitu- 
tional party  has  got  the  upper  hand  at 
Tabriz.  The  only  course  for  us  to  take 
in  these  circumstances  is  that,  so  long  as 
there  is  no  danger  to  British  subjects,  and 
there  has  been  none,  we  shall  not  go  one 
inch  further  in  intervention  than  we  can 
help.  As  long  as  we  abstain  from  inter- 
vention, I  hope  the  Persians  will  fight 
out  their  affairs  in  their  own  way.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Ripon  recommended 
friendly  assistance.  Yes ;  but  it  is  a  very 
difficult  matter  offering  friendly  assistance 
when  there  is  a  state  of  civil  war.  When 
you  offer  friendly  assistance  the  party  to 
whom  you  offer  it  are  apt  to  ask  how  far 
you  are  prepared  to  go,  and  there  is  no 
more  dangerous  thmg  than  to  offer 
sympathy  and  friendly  assistance  unless, 
when  a  dangerous  state  of  affairs  occurs, 
you  are  prepared  to  back  up  those  who 
have  leant  upon  you  by  going  somewhat 
further.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ripon  that  if  we  have  not  intervened  in 
Persia  it  is  not  because  we  are  more  on 
one  side  or  the  other  or  because  we  have 
not  got  sympathies  ;  it  is  simply  because 
it  is  not  right  to  leave  people  to  expect 
your  assistance  unless  you  are  prepared 
really  to  intervene  to  protect  them. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  the  Lega- 
tions.   There  is  a  custom  in  Persia  that 
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anybody  who  has  a  grievance  against 
the   Persian   Gk>vemment  takes  lefuge 
in  a  foreign  Legation.    It  is  a  custom 
peculiar  to  Persia,  and  I  am  most  desirous 
it  should  not  be  extended.    In  fact,  it 
has  really  become  necessary  to  keep  it 
within    bounds   in    Persia.    Two  years 
ago    some    thousands    of    people    took 
refuge  in  the  British  Legation  in  Teheran 
because  they  were  dissatisfied  with  their 
Government.    The  other  day  the  same 
situation  began,  but  we  had  only  sixty- 
six    persons    who    took   refuge    in    the 
British  Legation.     The  instructions  that 
have  been  given  are  these  :    That  refuge 
is  not  to  be  refused  to  anyone  who  is 
in  danger  of  his  life,  but  that   refuge 
must  not  be  given  to  people  who    use 
the     Legation    for    political    purposes. 
That  is  an  obvious  precaution,  otherwise 
you  would  have  to  contend  with  political 
parties  when  some  among  them,  suffering 
under  a  temporary  disadvantage,  took 
refuge   in   a  foreign   Legation   to  wait 
until  the  bad  time  has  passed  by  and 
then  take  up  the  contest  again.    Any 
foreign  Legation  used  in  that  way  would 
have  its  position  made  impossible  ;    and 
so  we  have  restricted  the  right  of  allowing 
refuge  to  those  who  are  in  immediate 
danger    of    life.    Within    these    bounds 
we  have  kept.     That  is  the  reason  why 
refuge   was  refused  at  Tabriz,  though 
refuge  to  a  limited  extent  was  admitted 
at  Teheran.    The   state   of  excitement 
was  very  great  at  Teheran  ;    a  consider- 
able number  of  lives  were  lost,  and  the 
fact    that    some    of   the    constitutional 
party,  in  getting  the  worst  of  it,   were 
taking  refuge   in  the    British  Legation 
was  a  reason  for  some  improper  proceed- 
ings  on    behalf   of    the    Shah's   troops 
round    the    Legation,    impeding  access 
to  it,  and  placing  it  almost  under  sur- 
veillance.   We   demanded,   and  we   re- 
ceived, a  proper  apology  for  what  had 
taken  place  ;    and  if  we  did  not  ask  for 
more  reparation  than  that  it  was  because 
there   was  practically  a  state   of  civil 
war  in  Teheran,  and  we  passed  by  some- 
what  more   lightly  events  that  would 
have   been   taken  more   notice   of  had 
they  been  more  deliberate.     Then,  with 
regard  to  the  refugees  in  the  Legation, 
we  obtained  a  promise  of  security  for 
their  lives  and  their  property.     A  condi- 
tion  was  made  in  regard  to  some   of 
them  th<it  they  should  go  out  of  the 


country  for  a  year  and  a  half ;  but  as 
long  as  we  obtained  security  for  life 
and  property  it  was  the  utmost  limit 
to  which  we  could  go  without  interfering 
with  the  politics  of  the  country.  As  to 
joint  action,  I  trust  that  we  may  con- 
tinue to  agree  as  at  the  present  time 
on  the  policy  of  non-intervention  in 
internal  affairs.  If  there  be  in  Persia 
genuine  movement  on  behalf  of  freedom 
and  good  government  which  takes  a 
practical  shape,  it  will  lack  no  sympathy 
from  us.  No  action  of  ours  will  ever 
embarrass  it ;  but  the  Persians  must 
work  out  their  own  affairs  in  their  own 
way.  But  as  far  as  we  and  Russia  are 
concerned,  there  is  a  genuine  desire 
on  the  part  of  both  to  intervene  as  little 
as  possible  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
Persia  as  long  as  our  own  subjects  are 
not  threatened.  That,  I  am  sure,  is 
a  wise  policy,  because  any  Government 
in  Persia  at  the  present  time  which  was 
known  to  lean  on  foreign  support  would 
be  unpopular  in  the  country,  and  what 
we  desire  is  to  see  a  Government  there 
possessing  the  confidence  of  the  Persian 
people. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
said  the  House  always  listened  with 
interest,  and  generally  with  great  satis- 
faction, to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
not  only  because  of  the  gravity  of  the 
problems  with  which  he  dealt,  but 
because  of  his  own  impartial  attitude. 
He  felt  to-night  that  on  one  question 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  spoken 
with  the  directness  and  clearness  which 
they  had  been  used  to  in  his  speeches, 
and  that  was  on  the  question  of  the 
Congo.  There  had  been  one  clear  policy 
in  regard  to  the  Congo  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  It  was  expressed  with 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  last 
Government  by  Lord  Lansdowne  in 
1903,  and  it  had  been  continued  by  his 
successor  the  present  Foreign  Secretary. 
That  policy  was  that  the  question  of 
the  Congo  must  be  settled  upon  the 
basis  of  the  Berlin  Act.  Speaking  in 
•  this  House  on  26th  February  last  in 
regard  to  the  possibility  of  the  trans- 
ference of  the  Congo  Government  to 
the  Belgian  Grovernment,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  said— 

'*  But  assuming  that  this  does  not  take  place, 
and  that  after  the  close  of  the  present  Belgian 
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session  W6  have  to  deal  with  the  existing 
Government  of  the  Congo  unchanged,  then  we 
must  be  free  to  deal  with  questions  of  this  kind 
or  others  which  may  arise  out  of  our  treaty 
rights  in  oar  own  way.** 

He  and  his  friends  relied  'absolutely 
on  that  assurance  given  with  great 
deliberation  by  the  right  hoh.  Gentleman. 

Sir  EDWAKD  GREY  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  go  back  in  the  least  on  what 
he  said  in  February.  If  no  conclusion 
was  reached  at  the  end  of  the  present 
Belgian  session  that  would  be  a  very 
grave  circumstance  to  be  considered 
by  the  Government  as  a  whole. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  said  they 
were  extremely  glad  to  hear  the  re- 
afiirmation  of  the  right  hon.  (}entleman*s 
statement.  He  was  sure  that  he  did 
not  exaggerate  in  the  least  when  he 
said  that  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Belgian  Prime  Minister  in  July  must 
have  caused  great  anxiety  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  had  been  interested  in 
this  question  from  the  beginning.  In 
that  speech  he  stated  that  there  were 
practically  no  obligations  on  the  part 
of  the  Belgian  Government  in  connection 
with  the  Congo  to  other  nations,  and 
in  effect  he  repudiated  any  responsi- 
bility on  the  part  of  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment or  the  Congo  Grovemment  to  the 
signatory  Powers  of  the  Berlin  Treaty. 
He  was  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  have  read  that  speech  with  anxiety. 
They  all  made  allowances,  of  course, 
for  speeches  made  imder  the  stress  of 
party  passion.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  opposition  in  the  Belgian  Parliament, 
and  when  speeches  were  made  on  such 
occasions  there  was  always  a  temptation 
to  appeal  to  the  patriotic  instincts  of 
an  independent  people,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Belgian  Prime  Minister 
was  somewhat  led  away  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  moment.  But  the  speech 
remained,  and  it  had  not  been  explained 
away.  The  Committee  had  no  papers 
before  them  which  could  give  them 
any  understanding  of  the  real  situation. 
He  gathered  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's hesitation  that  the  Government 
were  not  satisfied,  because  he  said  that 
the  Government  had  received  general 
assurances  only,  and  that  before  the 
Government  replied  to  Belgium's  last 
commimication  they  must  carefully  con- 

Sir  GiJberi  Parker. 


sider  what  course  they  might  find  it 
necessary  to  pursue.  That  was  a  grav0 
statement,  and  it  suggested  to  the  minds' 
of  those  who  listened  to  the  right  hon. 
Gfentleman  that  he  was  not  wholly 
satisfied.  Anyone  who  read  the  White 
Paper  and  other  papers  which  had  been 
published,  and  the  speeches  delivered 
in  the  Belgian  Parliament,  must  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  funda- 
mental evils  which  existed  in  the  Congo 
under  the  present  system  were  not  being 
dealt  with  radically  by  the  Belgian 
Parliament  in  the  transfer  that  might 
be  made.  He  referred  to  the  question 
of  concessicms.  The  right  hon.  Gfentle- 
man said  that  assurances  had  been 
received  from  the  Belgian  Government 
that  forced  labour  must  come  to  an 
end.  That  sounded  very  well,  but 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  allowed 
the  Committee  to  see  what  was  his 
view  of  forced  labour  coming  to  an 
end.  It  was  that  the  native,  if 
he  was  to  have  the  position  that  was 
provided  for  him  under  the  Beriin 
Act,  must  have  an  opportimity  to  trade. 
The  natives  must  have  rights  in  the 
products  of  the  soil,  and  be  able  to  buy 
and  sell  in  currency  to  which  the  tight 
hon.  Gfentleman  had  attached  so  much 
importance  in  his  despatch.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  great  satis- 
faction when  he  said  that  the  position  of 
the  Goveifnment  remained  unchanged 
regarding  this  question  as  to  the  rights 
of  the  natives  ;  and  he  made  it  very  clear 
to  the  Committee  that  concessions  on  the 
present  basis,  without  any  formal  system 
being  established  by  which  land  might 
be  set  apart  for  the  natives,  and  a  com- 
munal tenure  of  the  land  be  granted 
to  the  natives  would  not  be  satisfactory. 
All  that  this  Government  could  ask  was 
that  the  commimal  system  should  be 
recognised,  and  that  the  land  outside 
the  plantations  and  outside  the  villages 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of 
the  natives,  otherwise  the  end  of  the  race 
inhabiting  the  Congo  Basin  was  sure. 
When  civilisation  came  in,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  kind  of  concessions  which 
now  existed  in  the  Congo  came  with  it, 
the  natives  must  either  be  forced  to  work 
or  the  system  must  break  down  and  the 
country  become  bankrupt.  It  had  beea 
saidjthat  the  natives  of  the  Congo  woulh 
not  be  forced  to  work  if  the  system 
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proposed  hy  the   Bel^n  (Jovemment  I 
was  established,  but  it  would  come  in 
the  end  to  the  same  thing  as  long  aaf  the 
natives  had  not  a  right  to  trade  in  the 
products  of  soil,  and  the  right  of  tenure 
which  they  had  enjoyed  from  time  im-, 
memorial.    At  any  rate  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  (Government  which  took  over  the 
Congo  to  see  that  the  vacant  lands  were 
set  apart  on  a  reasonable  and  impartial 
basis  for  the  use  of  the  natives.    He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  think  him  in  the  least  inappreeiative 
of  the  great  difficulties  under  which  he 
had  laboured.    It  was  always  difficult  to 
intervene,  even  when  we  had  the  right, 
in     the     internal     affairs    of     another 
country.      We   were   obliged   to    do  it 
with  the  consent  of  all  the  Powers  in  the 
case  of  Egypt.     We  had  done  it  in  the 
case  of  Macedonia ;  but  only  successfully 
in  the  case  of  Egypt  where  we  had  the 
power    to    enter,    to    re-construct    the 
administration,    and   to   put   our   own 
people  to  work.    Happily,  in  the  case 
of  Turkey  it  would  seem  as  though  the 
reforms  would  proceed  from  the  inside, 
as  all  true  reforms  must  proceed.    The 
action  of  all  the  foreign  nations  could  not 
produce  true  reform  in  Macedonia  without 
the    co-operation   and    consent   of   the 
Government  primarily  responsible,  and 
we  should  not  succeed  with  reforms  in  the 
Congo  State  unless  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment co-operated  with  us  and  accepted 
the  principles  of  refwm  which  we  had 
laid  down.    He  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
assurances  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  in  the  past,  and  which  he 
had  renewed  that  night,  but  which  still 
left  them  considerable  anxiety  with  regard 
to  the  position  of  affairs,  would  be  ful- 
filled, and  that  what  the  Government 
had  striven  for  would  be  attained.    He 
trusted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  able  when  they  met  again  in  the 
autui)Mi,  if  not  before,  to  place  before 
the  country  not  only  the  assurance,  but 
the  simple  fact  that  all  that  had  been 
urged  in  previous  debates  in  relation  to 
tiie  Congo  would  be  accomplished  ;  and 
that  the  Belgian  Government,  representing 
a    great  free,    strong,    and    democratic 
people  in  modem  Europe,  would  recognise 
that  the  system  which  had  existed  in  the 
Congo  was  one  which  could  not  last  in  this 
age  of  civilisation  and  at  this  time,  when 
4&very  European  nation  understood  the 


principles  on  which  native  races  should 
be  governed.  If  the  Belgian  Government 
and  people  recognised  that,  and  made 
such  a  treaty  of  transfer  as  would  incor- 
porate the  two  clear  principles  wh^ch  this 
Government  had'  laid,  down,  then>  j&ie 
believed,  this  country  would  once  again 
have  justified  its  pure  humanitarianism 
and  its  real  desire  to  assist  those  nations 
and  those  people  who  were  struggling  for 
better  conditions.  Happy  were  those 
free  peoples  who  were  too  strong  to  be 
dispossessed,  but  blessed  were  they 
among  nations  who  w^re  prepared  to  be 
strong  with  the  rest.  .^   :j 

♦Dr.     RUTHERFORD     (Middlesex^ 
Brentford)  expressed  his   pleasure   that 
it  was  not  our.  object  to,  isolate  a^y 
particular   Power   in   entering   into   ah 
entente  with  other  Powers.    The   fact, 
however,  was  that  (Jermany  was  isolated^ 
and  many  felt  that  in  the  interests  of 
the    preservation    ot    peace     and    the 
limitation  of  armaments  the  policy  of 
an  enlente  should  be  extended  to  Germany. 
He  trusted  the  Foreign  Secretary  would 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  bring  that 
state  of  things  about.     With  regard  to 
freedom,  he  must  just  say  they  were  wit- 
nessing a  spectacle  such  as  he  believed 
the  world  had  never  seen.      They  saw 
freedom  in  travail,  in  what  would  be  called 
the  Grand  Conception,  in  India,  Persia, 
Egypt,    Russia,    and    Turkey.    It  was 
with  that  movement,  as  it  related  to 
Egypt,    that   he    wished    to    deal.    In 
Egypt    there    were    two    parties,    the 
moderates,  who  wished  to  see  self-govern- 
ment under  British  influence,  and  the 
extremists,  who    wished    for    full    and 
complete     independence.    There     was, 
happily,  no  Clan-na-(Jael  party,  or  any- 
thmg    of   that    kind,    in    Egypt,  and 
he    I  was    anxious     that    the  .Foreign 
Secretary    should     see    that   no    such 
party  was   ever   formed  by   a    poUey 
of    coercion    on    our    part,  and   also 
by    taking   care    that    the    legitimate 
demands   for   reforms    by  'the    people 
should   be   no    longer    delayed.    They 
all  recognised  that  British  rule  in  Egypt 
had    been   of    undoubted    benefit,    but 
at  the  same  time,  Egypt  to-day  was  in 
a  position  of  political  servitude  which 
was  unsatisfactory.  The  imperative  needs 
of    the    country    were    self-government 
and  extension  of  education.    Some  might 
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advocate  that  it    would  be  better    to 
educate  first,  but  his  view  was  that  self- 
government    and  education  should    be 
run   together.    We   seemed   unable    to 
frame  a  scheme  of  education  satis&ctory 
to  the  people.    Although  we  were  meet- 
ing  the   need  for   education  in   some 
degree    by    introducing    Arabic    gradu- 
ally as   the  medium  of  teaching  in  the 
hj^er  schools,  and  by  setting  aside  an 
additional     £100,000     this      year,     it 
must  be  realised,  when   only  £374,000 
was  spent    on     all    the    Departments 
of    education    for    the    instruction    of 
12,000,000  of  people,  that  that  sum  was 
wholly  inadequate.     At  the  elementary 
schools  there  were  only  24  per  cent,  of 
boys  of  school  age  in  attendance.    There 
were   OAly  four  secondary  schools  pro- 
vided by  the  Government  in  the  whole 
of  Egypt,  and  there  was  no  University 
of  modem  character  such  as  would   be 
recognised  in  this  or  any  other  European 
country.      The    El-Azhar    was    chiefly 
a  theological  college.     There    was    now 
a    movement    among     the     Egyptians 
to  establish  a  University  of  their  own, 
and  he  would  like  to  know  why  the 
Government  could  not  arrange  financially 
to  he^.p  such  an  institution.     In   Cairo 
there  was  a  medical,  a  law,  an  engineering, 
and  an  agricultural  school.     Why  could 
not  the  Government  amalgamate  those, 
and  let  them  form  the  basis  of  a  Univer- 
sity for  Egypt?      If  such  Universities 
were  established,  they  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the 
moral  life  of  the  people.     With  regard 
to  self-government,  Sir  Eldon  Gorst  in 
his  first  annual  report  argued  against  it, 
because  such  a  small  percentage  of  electors 
voted  in  the  first  stage.     The  reasons 
were  the  complicated  system  of  election, 
and  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  Egyptians  looked  upon  the  Legislative 
Council    and    the     General     Assembly, 
which    were    purely    consultative    and 
advisory  bodies,  as  a  sham  and  a  fraud. 
The   remedy   was    simple ;     first,    they 
should  get  rid  of  the  system  of  electing 
delegates  to  elect  the  members  of  these 
bodies  and  then  give  real  power  to  the 
institutions  themselves.      These  institu- 
tions were  started  under  British  auspices 
by  Lord  DufEerin,  but  they  had  not  been 
encouraged  by  this  country.     They  had 
no  power,  no  authority,  and  no  reasonable 
or  fair  chance  to  show  what  was  in  them. 
Dr.  EiUherford. 


What  the  Egyptians  were  asking  for, 
and  what  he  hoped  the  House  would 
listen  to  and  assist  them  to  get,  was  a 
real  Parliament  with  Ministers  responsible 
to  it,  with  power  to  legislate  and  to  ad- 
minister. At  present  the  Ministers  were 
mere  puppets  in  the  hands  of  the  British 
advisers.  If  real  power  were  given  to  the 
Legislative  Council  and  the  General 
Assembly  it  was  felt  by  many  that  the 
party  system  would  be  developed,  electors 
canvassed,  elections  hotly  contested, 
and  politicial  life  and  character  developed 
in  the  country.  A  Parliament  in  Egypt 
would  be  a  tremendous  force  in  the  new 
life  of  the  country,  and  it  was  the  business 
of  England  to  give  it  to  them  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  It  was  said 
that  the  capitulations  were  the  great  draw- 
back and  bugbear  to  Egypt,  but  the 
granting  of  self-government  would  be 
one  of  the  best  means,  after  free  institu- 
tions had  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
foreign  Powers,  of  getting  rid  of  the 
capitulations.  He  and  those  who  thought 
with  him  felt  there  was  no  true  national 
life,  and  could  be  none,  in  Egypt 
until  these  concessions  were  given. 
He  hoped  the  Foreign  Secretary  would 
at  an  early  period  turn  his  mind  and 
hand  to  this  subject.  The  proposals  of 
Sir  Eldon  Gorst  with  regard  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  had  been  condemned  by 
Egyptians,  because  their  functions  were 
also  of  a  merely  advisory  character. 
Egypt  was  at  the  present  moment 
a  source  of  great  weakness  and 
danger  from  foreign  complications  to  this 
country.  We  could  not  get  over  that 
if  we  ignored  what  was  just  and  right 
to  the  Egjrptians.  They  were  just  as 
much  entitled  to  govern  their  country 
as  we  were  to  govern  our  own,  and  until 
we  recognised  that  justice  could  not  be 
done.  He  would  like  to  quote  the 
advice  of  the  late  General  Gordon  on 
this  matter.     General  Gordon  said — 

**  Do  not  take  Egypt.     Have  a  grip  over  it, 
and  give  its  people  free  institutions.** 

After  all,  they  believed  that  Liberalism 
was  quite  capable  of  solving  the  Egyptian 
riddle  as'  it  had  solved  most  success- 
fully the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colony  problems.  He  asked  the  Secre- 
tary k  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to 
tell  them  what  his  policy  was.  An 
attitude  of  laissz-faire  or  non  possunius 
was  unworthy  of  the  great  Liberal  Party. 
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He  hoped  his  policy  was  a  big,  real,  and 
good  step  towards  a  solution.  He  knew 
there  were  risks  attendant  on  salf- 
government,  but  it  was  infinitely  better 
to  risk  embarking  Egypt  on  the  ocean 
of  freedom  than  to  let  it  remain  in  the 
dead   sea  of  despotism. 

Sir  p.  BANBXJRY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman  a  question  with  regard  to 
the  alteration  of  the  treaty  with  France 
as  regards  the  imposition  of  duties 
upon  certain  goods  imported  from  this 
country.  He  was  informed  there  was  a 
Commission  sitting  in  France  with  the 
object  of  revising  the  Customs  tariff 
between  this  country  and  France.  It 
was  proposed  to  make  alterations  in  the 
import  duties  on  elastic  fabrics.  It  was 
first  proposed  to  raise  the  duty  upon  all 
elastic  fabrics  from  200  frs.  minimum 
to  250  frs.,  with  a  maximum  of  300  frs. 
Since  then  it  had  been  proposed  to 
raise  the  duty  on  silk  goods  from  200  frs. 
minimum  to  400  frs.,  with  a  maximum 
of  600  frs.,  and  on  artificial  silk  from 
200  frs.  minimum  to  600  frs.,  with  a 
miximum  of  900  frs.,  and  on  cotton 
and  woollen  goods  from  250  frs.  mini- 
mum to  300  frs.  He  was  informed  that 
the  Foreign  Office  had  been  communic- 
cated  with,  and  the  reply  of  7th  July 
from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  whole  question  was  engaging  the 
attention  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 
That  morning  he  asked  the  Foreign 
Secretary  whether  the  French  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  increase  the  import 
duties  on  elastic  tissues,  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  the  Government  proposed  to  take 
to  protect  British  interests.  The 
answer  he  received  was  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  know  whether 
the  French  Government  proposed  to 
increase  the  import  duties  as  no  official 
publication  had  yet  been  made  of  any 
of  the  proposals  put  forward  by  the 
Customs  Commission  of  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  which  was  now 
engaged  in  studying  the  revision  of  the 
existing  French  Customs  tariff.  How 
could  that  answer  be  reconciled  with  the 
statement  of  7th  July  that  the  whole 
question  was  engaging  the  attention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  ?  No  answer 
at    all    was    given     to    the   last    part 


of  his  Question  as  to  what  steps  the 
Government  proposed  to  take  to  protect 
British  interests.  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thought  it  was  impossible 
for  him  imder  the  present  one-sided 
system  of  free  trade  to  take  any  steps 
to  protect  British  interests.  He  was 
afraid  that  was  a  fact.  He  would,  how- 
ever, be  obliged  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  he  would  inform  him  whether  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  make  represen- 
tations to  the  French  Government  upon 
this  revision  and  increase  iu  the  duties 
which  would  undoubtedly  destroy  a 
large  trade  which  existed  between  this 
country  and  France,  and  at  a  time  when 
unemployment   was   rapidly   increasing. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  there  was 
no  inconsistency  in  his  answers.  The  first 
answer  was  that  they  were  giving  atten- 
tion to  the  question,  and  it  was  as  the 
result  of  that  attention  that  he  was  able 
to  give  the  House  of  Commons  the  answer 
to  his  second  question.  He  was  able  to 
give  him  the  information  contained  in 
the  answer  which  had  been  given  that 
afternoon.  He  could  tell  him  what  the 
position  of  the  matter  was.  A  French 
Parliamentary  Commission  had  for  some 
two  years  been  considering  what  report 
it  should  make  on  the  question  of  Customs 
duties.  Nobody  yet  knew  what  that 
report  was.  It  had  not  been  published. 
If  he  were  to  make  representations  to 
the  French  Government  their  answer 
would  be  that  they  did  not  know  what 
the  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mission was  yet.  When  it  was  published 
they  would  have  to  consider  it,  and  so 
it  was  impossible  to  give  any  reply  until 
the  draft  was  published  and  considered. 
Therefore,  it  was  premature  to  consider 
the  question  as  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments at  all. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  he  felt  considerable  diffidence  in 
addressing  the  Committee  after  the  hon. 
Member  for  Brentford,  who  was  able  to 
npeak  with  confidence  of  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  all  the  Egyptians !  His  confi* 
dence  was  colossal.  It  was  of  that  kind 
which  was  only  characteristic  of  pro- 
foimd  acquaintance  or  profound  un- 
acquaintance  with  the  subject.  It  was 
somewhat  painful  to  those  who  had 
lived    in  Russia  t<jjqjji.^§|   the    manner 
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in  "fwhicli  that  '  GJovemment  was 
always  referred  to  in  that  House,  and 
though  he  beh'eved  he  was  the  only 
Russian  interpreter  in  the  House  he  had 
had  no  opportunity  to  speak  when  the 
deplorable  debate  on  the  King's  visit  to 
the  Czar  took  place,  nor  could  he  do 
more  now  than  express  his  dissent 
from  what  the  hoh.  Member  for  Stirling 
Burghs  had  said,  and  he  recommended 
him  rather  to  go  to  Russia  and  live 
amongst  the  peasants,  than  to  take  the 
sentimental  imaginations  of  popular 
writers  as  his  guide.  The  subject  to 
which  he  wished  especially  to  refer  was 
the  Bagdad  railway.  Could  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tell  them  anything  now 
on  this  very  important  subject,  which 
was  a  matter  of  pleasantry  to  certain  hon. 
Members  opposite,  who  hardly  realised 
that  it  was  a  project  of  equal  importance 
with  the  Suez  Canal,  in  which  this  nation 
above  all  others  was  exceedingly  in- 
terested. He  understood  that  four  new 
sections  were  to  be  made,  and  that  the 
Porte  was  now  in  a  position,  thanks 
to  our  permission,  to  raise  their 
Customs  duties  by  3  per  cent.,  to  give  the 
necessary  kilometric  guarantee.  He  did 
not  know  if  the  door  was  open  to  us.  still 
to  participate  financially  in  this  g^eat 
project,  but  if  it  was  he  trusted  we  should, 
or  at  any  rate  that  we  should  pbtain 
some  intemationalisation  or  some  power 
over  the  Gulf  section,  which  would  enable 
US  to  maintain  the  position  we  had  hither- 
to had  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  in  sur- 
rounding territory.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to  tell  them 
that  something  was  being  done  following 
on  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention  to  pet 
control  over  the  Northern  shores  of  the 
Gulf  and  to  obtain  concessions  there  which 
might  at  any  rate  serve  to  keep  other 
Powers  out  of  concessions.  He  had 
received  a  letter  that  morning  from  one 
of.  the  ports  in  the  Gulf  emphasising 
the  importance  of  a  subject  on 
which  he  bad  several  times  interro- 
gated the  right  hon.  Gentleman*- 
the  great  extent  to  which  gun-running 
took  place  there.  He  was  told  that  for 
three  months  in  every  year  large  cargoes 
of  guns  were  ^n  under  the  very  bows 
of  our  gunboalsior  at  any  rate  close  by, 
arid  were  landed  on  the  Northern  shore, 
ard  sent  up  country  to  Afghanistan. 
Whether  the^c  gvus  came  from  England 
Mr,  Rees, 


or  Germany,  they  were  destined  to  be 
fired  at  our  own  people.  These  questions 
were  of  as  much  importance  as  any  others 
which  had  been  debated,  and  even  now 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
say  a  word  or  two  upon  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  BClJi  (Hammersmith) 
asked  when  the  trial  of  the  four 
Englishmen  in  Antwerp  was  likely 
to  come  on.  He  knew  the  Foreign 
Office  had  interfered  in  one  particular, 
and  they  were  acquitted  of  the  first 
charges  made  against  them.  But  since 
that  another  charge  of  stealing  had  been 
made  against  them,  with  the  result  that 
a  trial  was  still  hanging  over  them. 
Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
any  assurance  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  interfere  to  have  them 
brought  to  trial  as  quickly  as  possible  1   ^  ^ 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  he  was 
unaware  that  this  last  point  was  to  be 
raised,  but  he  would  make  inqidries  as  to 
the  present  position  of  the  trial.  He 
asked  to  be  excused  from  entering  into 
the  qucbtion  of  Egypt  at  that  late  hour. 
The  question  of  the  Persian  Gulf  and 
the  Bagdad  Railway  was  also  of  very 
great  importance,  for  the  construction 
of  the  railway  must  be  of  great  interest 
to  any  country  that  had  possessiona  in 
the  East.  But  he  did  not  know  that 
either  of  these  subjects  lent  themselves 
to  public  discussion  at  the  present 
moment.  If  he  did  not  deal  with  the 
various  points  raised,  it  was  not  because 
he  did  not  admit  their  importance,  but 
because  there  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  making  a  public  statement  at  that 
late  hour. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  tu 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Class  L 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £37,000 
(including  a  Supplementary  sum  of 
£5,000),  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  19C9,  for  Houses  of 
Parliament  Buildings.  #     ^  ^  ^  i  ^ 
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And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock, 
the  CHAiRifAN  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Wednesday ;  Committee  also  report 
Progress  ;    to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


EVICTED    TENANTS    (IRELAND)      BILL 

[LOBDS]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
moved  to  insert  after  the  word  "  consent  " 
in  line  9  the  words  "  voluntarily  and 
without  intimidation."  In  order  to 
understand  the  nature  of  this  clause, 
and  the  effect  of  this  Amendment  it  was 
necessary  to  go  back  for  a  few  moments 
to  Section  1  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
(Ireland)  Act,  1907.  By  Section  1  of 
that  Act,  which  this  particular  Bill  was 
designed  to  patch  up  and  alter,  it  was 
provided  that — 

*'  If  it  appears  to  the  Ck>mmis8ioners  ex- 
pedient to  acquire  land  for  the  purpose  of  this 
Act,  and  if  they  have  offered  to  the  person  who 
appears  to  be  the  owner  of  that  land  the  amount 
which  appears  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  its 
value,  and  if  that  amount  has  not  been  accepted 
then  the  Commissioners  may  acquire  the  land 
compulsorily." 

By  Section  3  of  the  Act  passed  last 
year  it  was  provided — 

*'  That  untenanted  lands  should  be  so  acquired 
unless  in  the  occupation  of  a  new  tenant,  or 
unless  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  evicted 
tenant  ought  to  be  reinstated." 

Then  there  was  a  proviso — 

**  That  no  tenanted  land  should  be  acquired 
compulsorily  which  is  in  the  possession  or 
occupation  of  a  bona  fide  tenant  using  or  cul- 
tivating the  same  as  an  ordinary  farmer,  in 
accordfuice  with  proper  methods  of  husbandry. 

One  would  have  thought  that  that  was 
an  exceedingly  valuable  proviso.  It 
was  clear  that  the  Commissioners  were 
not  to  come  and  take  away  compulsorily 
any  land  which  was  bona  fide  in  the 
occupation  of  a  bona  fide  tenant  using 
and  cultivating  the  same  as  an  ordinary 
farmer  in  accordance  with  the  proper 
methods  of  husbandry.  Now  the  whole 
basis  of  this  Act  was  designed  to  get 
rid  of  that  proviso,  and  it  started  by 
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saying  that  the  Commissioners  might 
acquire  the  land  although  in  the  occu- 
pation of  a  tenant  bona  fide  farming 
the  same,  provided  such  tenant  gave 
his  consent  in  writing.  It  was  perfectly 
clear  up  to  that  point  what  the  scopa 
of  the  Act  was,  but  it  was  evidently 
felt  that  in  drawing  up  tte  Bill  that  if 
the  tenant  gave  his  consent  it  ought  to 
override  the  Act  of  last  year.  What 
was  the  effect  of  the  proviso  in  the 
Bill  ?  It  was  that  the  tenant  should 
sign  this  particular  consent  in  a  parti- 
cular way.  They  were  entitled  to  have 
it  made  clear  that  if  the  tenant  was  to 
sign  a  consent  which  gave  away  the 
right  he  had  to  remain  in  possession  of 
the  land  that  consent  had  not  been 
extorted  by  intimidation,  but  had 
voluntarily  been  given.  Briefly,  that 
was  the  effect  of  his  Amendment. 
If  it  could  be  shown  that  there 
had  been  any  intimidation  or  that  the 
consent  had  not  voluntarily  been  given, 
the  effect  of  his  Amendment  would  be 
that  the  transaction  could  be  upset, 
and  it  would  prevent  the  Commissioners 
from  expropriating  that  land  and  taking 
it  away  from  the  man  who  was  bona  fide 
cultivating  it  when  consent  had  been 
extorted  from  him  in  a  way  of  which 
the  Committee,  he  was  sure,  would  not 
approve.  From  what  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  had  already  said  it 
was  evident  that  he  was  going  to  propose 
to  leave  out  all  those  words  which  would 
give  satisfactory  security  to  the  bona 
fide  tenant  in  the  transaction,  and  the 
proper  place  to  put  that  security  in  was 
where  the  word  "  consent "  was  first 
mentioned.  It  was  on  those  grounds 
that  he  proposed  his  Amendment.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  consent  * 
to  insert  the  words  *  voluntarily  and  without 
intimidation.*  " — {Mr,  William  Rutherford.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insferted." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) 
said  the  hon.  Member  knew  the  law,  and 
he  knew  that  to  insert  these  words  would 
be  contrary  to  all  Parliamentary  practice 
and  an  offence  against  the  established 
principles  of  legislation. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
he  was  satisfied  if  it  was  clearly  under- 
stood that  the  coAsent  had  been  obtained 
voluntarily  and  without  intimidation. 
He  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  moved  the  omis- 
sion from  the  clause  of  words  provid- 
ing that  notice  of  the  filing  of  coAsent 
should  be  givei^  to  the  landlord  and 
published  in  a  local  newspaper  and  that 
the  consent  should  not  be  acted  upon 
if  the  landlord  should  satisfy  the 
judicial  Commissioner  that  the  tenant 
had  been  compelled  to  give  consent  by 
unlawful  means.  The  intention  of  the 
Act  of  last  year  was  that  anybody  who 
held  a  farm  from  which  somebody  had 
been  evicted  should  not  be  removed 
without  his  consent,  even  although 
compensation  or  another  farm  was  offered 
to  him.  Therefore  he  had  no  objection 
to  so  much  of  the  Lords'  Amendment  as 
related  to  that  matter,  and  which  re- 
quired that  the  tenant  should  in  presence 
of  two  witnesses  attach  his  name  to  the 
consent,  but  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
part  of  the  Lords'  Amendment  which 
said — 

'*  Notice  of  snob  filing  being,  in  the  time 
and  manner  prescribed,  gi^en  to  the  landlord 
of  the  land  to  which  the  consent  applies,  and 
published  in  two  successive  issues  ot  a  news- 
paper circulating  in  the  district  in  which  such 
land  is  situate ;  and  provided  further  that 
such  consent  shall  not  be  acted  ui>on  if  the 
said  landlord,  or  any  other  person  interested 
in  or  having  a  claim  upon  the  said  lands,  shall, 
after  having  an  opportunity  of  bein^  heard 
in  the  time  and  manner  prescribed,  satisfy  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  that  the  tenant  was 
compelled  or  induced  to  give  such  consent  by 
intimidation  or  other  unlawful  means." 

He  thought  that  was  unreasonable, 
having  regard  to  afl  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  The  original  Act  was  not 
intended  to  protect  the  landlord  at  all. 
The  sole  object  of  it  was  to  protect  the 
actual  tenant,  and  to  secure  that,  he 
should  not  be  removed  until  he  had 
indicated  his  consent. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  Commission '  to  the  end  of  the  clause.'' 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 


Mr.    WALTER    LONG   (Dublin,    S.) 
expressed     his    intention     to     support 
the      Chief      Secretary.      When      they 
voted    on    this     question    before,     the 
view    the     Unionist     Party    took     was 
that,   if  special  powers    were  taken  to 
restore  evicted  tenants,  they  should  not 
be  exercised  to  the  detriment  of  men 
occupying  farms  who  did  not  desire  to 
vacate  them.     They  devoted  themselves 
to  securing  that  a  new  tenant  should  not 
be  displaced  unless  he  was  a  consenting 
party.     The  Amendment  inserted  in  the 
House  of  Lords  necessitated  so  great  a 
delay   in  restoring    the     evicted  tenant 
that   it   practically   made     the    Act   of 
no  value.    If  a  new  tenant  was  willing 
to  go,  and  the  conditions  on  which  he  was 
asked  to  go  were  satisfactory  and  fair, 
then  Parliament  laid  it  down  that  his  land 
should   be   acquired.     There  never   had 
been  any  suggestion  of  an  appeal  to  the 
landlord  as  to  whether  he  wished  the 
tenant  to  go  or  not.    It  must  not  be 
overlooked     that     this     involved     con- 
siderable    hardship     to     the     landlord. 
After  all,  a  landlord  was  a  landlord  in 
Ireland,  just  as  much  as  in  England  or 
Scotland,  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  if 
anything  was  done  to  deprive  him  of  his 
property  he  had  reason  to  complain.     It 
should   be   remembered   that   this   Bill 
sought  to  amend  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  attacked  one  landlord  and  had 
brought  the  management  of  his  estate  to 
the  public  eye.    He  was  not  going  to 
criticise  Lord  Clanricarde's  management 
of  his  estate.     It  was  not  an  unpopular 
thing  to  hold  up  Lord  Clanricarde  to  public 
contempt,  but  there  was  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  on  the  other  side.     That,  how- 
ever, was  not  a  subject  which  ought  to 
be  considered  at  that  moment.    They 
had  passed  deliberately  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  a  particular  object,  and  it  had 
been   proved   beyond   doubt  that   that 
object    must    be    defeated    unless    this 
amending  Bill  were  passed.     He  did  not 
think  that  the  Committee  could  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  go  further  than  he  had 
done.     On    behalf   of   himself   and   his 
friends,  having  regard  to  what  was  said 
and  done  in  that  House  and  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  he  said  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them,  if  they  were  to  be  consistent 
with  the  declarations  they  had  made  and 
the  attitude  they  had  assumed,  not  to 
agree  with  the  Government  in  the  course 
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which  they  proposed.  That  course  was 
the  only  one  to  take  in  the  circumstances. 
Although  there  was  a  deplorable  amount 
of  intimidation  in  Ireland  which  ought 
to  be  prevented,  it  was  not  the  way  to 
prevent  it  by  refusing  to  pass  this  amend- 
ing Bill.  It  could  only  be  prevented  by 
better  administration  of  the  law,  a 
subject,  however,  which  could  not  be 
discussed  at  present,  ^th  the  ca/oeat 
of  expressing  profound  regret  at  what  was 
really  going  on  in  Ireland,  he  should 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  although  he  was  entitled  to  look 
with  suspicion  on  any  proposals  brought 
up  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  he  thought 
after  the  explanation  given  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  it  was  quite  proper  to  leave 
out  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted. 
Believing  that  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
would  be  sufficiently  secured,  he  agreed 
that  the  Amendment  should  pass. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause,*' 
put,  and  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


COMPANIES  BILL  [Lords]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  he  wished  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  King- 
ston, after  the  word  **  Possession " 
to  insert  the  words  *'  to  which  this 
Act  applies,  and."  These  words  led 
up  to  a  new  clause  which  was  also  on 
the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Kingston — 

**  (1)  His  Majesty  may  by  Order  in  Council 
apply  this  Act  to  any  British  Possession  where 
His  Majesty  is  satisfied  that  by  the  law  of  such 
JPossession  a  company  incorporated  in  the 
XInited  Kingdom  and  having  a  place  of  business 


in  such  Possession  is  entitled  to  privileges  similar 
to  those  conferred  by  this  Act.  (2)  His  Majesty 
in  Council  may  revoke  any  such  Order  when  it 
appears  that  the  law  of  the  British  Possession 
has  been  so  altered  that  it  would  not  authorise 
the  making  of  an  Order  under  this  section." 

The  Bill  proposed  to  give  power  to 
certain  companies  to  hold  land  in  England 
— a  power  which  they  had  not  at  present. 
When  the  matter  was  discussed  on  the 
Second  Reading  it  was  naturally  agreed 
that  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  un- 
desirable companies  springing  up  here 
and  getting  the  benefits  of  the  Bill 
while  they  were  not  subject  to  proper 
restrictions.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  apply  the  Act  only  where 
the  laws  of  the  Colony  or  Possession  to 
which  the  Act  would  apply  properly 
safeguarded  the  interests  of  investors. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  Posses- 
sion,' to  insert  the  words  *  to  which  this  Act 
applies,  and.*  " — {Mr.  Ratdinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 
(Sir  H.  Kearley,  Devonport)  said  he  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  King- 
ston with  regard  to  these  Amendments, 
and  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man explained  to  him  what  he  wanted, 
he  saw  no  real  necessity  for  them.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Grentleman  spoke  speci- 
ally of  the  Channel  Islands.  Only  so 
recently  as  last  year  they  had  had  a 
most  important  conference  with  the 
Channel  Islands'  authorities  with  refer- 
ence to  their  bringing  their  laws  up  to  such 
a  point  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  the  evils  associated  with  the  promotion 
of  certain  companies  in  these  Islands. 
That  conference  had  already  borne 
good  fruit.  Jersey  had  alre5.dy  passed 
a  law  by  which  they  gave  no  registration 
to  a  company  in  that  Island  unless  it 
confined  its  operations  to  Jersey.  As 
regarded  Guernsey,  the  authorities  met 
them  to  a  considerable  extent.  Their 
law  did  not  go  so  far  as  that  of  Jersey, 
but  it  had  been  already  brought  up  to 
the  point  which  satisfied  the  Board  of 
Trade  here.  They  had  accepted  our 
Companies  Acts  ojJ8^^^(§?5^l^. 
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As  the  House  was  aware  tke  Government 
had  a  Consolidation  Bill  in  hand  which 
would  incorporate  these  and  last  year's 
Act.  A  draft  copy  had  been  submitted 
to  Guernsey  and  he  had  every  hope  that 
they  would  adopt  it.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Kingston  was  good  enough  to  say 
that  the  case  he  wanted  to  provide  for 
had  been  met ;  and,  therefore,  he  asked 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.      WILLIAM       RUTHERFORD 

thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Committee  had 
any  restrictive  or  limiting  words  what- 
ever. He  should  have  thought  that 
it  would  have  been  the  right  thing 
to  see  English  companies  incorporated 
abroad. 

*The  chairman  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  not  in  order  in  that  line 
of  discussion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
he  might  be  in  order  in  proposing  a 
further  Amendment  by  inserting  the 
words  "  in  British  Possessions  or  else- 
where abroad." 

*The  chairman  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  move  that  now. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  that  though 
he  was  hardly  satisfied  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  explanation  he  would  not 
press  the  Amendment. 

Leave  to  withdraw  Amendment 
refused. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  all  he  desired  to  make  clear  was  that 
in  England  we  had  a  large  number  of 
companies  formed  and  registered  and 
which  did  business  in  British  Possessions 
as  well  as  every  other  country  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  When  they  found 
there  were  restrictions  there  was  not  a 
business  man  who  did  not  wonder  why 
there  were  these  stupid  restrictions  to 
prevent  business  being  done  in  the 
particular  country.  But  when  they 
found  there  were  similar  restrictions 
here  with  reference  to  companies  in 
British  Possessions,  and  that  they  were 

Sir  H,  Kearley. 


not  permitted  to  hold  land  in  this  country^ 
then  they  thought  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  there  should  be  restrictions  against 
us.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
agree  with  him  that  all  these  restrictions 
should  be  swept  away,  and  that  it  should 
be  made  as  easy  as  possible  betweeib 
one  country  and  another.  He  regretted 
this  Amendment  because,  although  it 
would  do  something  in  the  direotioUi 
of  these  restrictions  being  swept  away^ 
it  did  not  go  to  the  extent  he  would 
like  to  see  it  go. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.      WILLIAM       RUTHERFORD 

moved  to  add  after  "  1907,"  the  words- 
"  and  complied  with  all  the  other  require- 
ments of  Section  35  including  an 
address  to  which  notices  might  be 
sent  or  at  which  they  might  be  served 
in  accordance  with  such  section."  EEe 
said  that  the  Amendment  made  it  clear 
that,  if  a  company  registered  abroad 
desired  to  do  business  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  it  must  have  the  name 
and  an  address  of  a  person  in  the 
United  Kingdom  on  whom  notice  could 
be  served  and  to  whom  process  could  be 
sent.  It  was  to  this  particular  section 
that  the  clause  now  before  the  Committee 
referred.  If  a  company  registered  in 
a  British  Possession  desired  to  own  land 
in  England,  it  was  now  required  to 
comply  with  Section  35,  subsections  (a), 
(6),  (c)  of  the  Act  of  1907;  "  (o) " 
required  a  company  to  file  a  certified 
copy  of  its  memorandum  or  its  charter 
or  statutes  ;  *'  (6)  "  said  it  must  file 
a  list  of  the  directors  ;  and  "  (c)  "  said 
it  must  give  the  names  and  addresses 
of  one  or  more  persons  authorised  to 
accept  service.  Why  should  there  be 
a  distinction  made  between  a  company 
which  wanted  to  carry  on  business  in 
England  and  a  company  which  simply 
wanted  to  own  land  ?  This  Bill  wanted 
to  make  a  portion  of  Section  35  of  the 
Act  of  1907  applicable  to  the  company 
which  wished  to  own  land  in  England, 
requiring  it  to  send  in  a  list  of  its 
directors.  But,  supposing  they  did  send 
in  a  list,  if  they  did  not  go  on  filing 
one  from  year  to  year,  in  nine  or  ten 
years  time  it  would  be  a  list  of  dead 
people.  What  was  the  object  of  leaving 
out  the  other  requirements  of  the  Act  of 
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last  year  ?  He  proposed  that  all  the 
requirements  of  Section  35  of  that  Act 
should  apply,  and  he  would  give  two 
illustrations  to  show  how  necessary  it 
was.  Supposing  a  company  owning 
land  refused  to  pay  rates,  there  would  be 
no  person  on  whom  notice  could  be 
served.  At  present  it  was  clear  that 
no  company  could  own  land  in  this 
•country  unless  it  had  got  an  address 
at  which  notice  might  be  served ;  but 
if  this  Bill  were  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  it  need  not  have  an  address,  the 
list  of  directors  might  be  an  old  list, 
and  the  articles  or  statutes  of  the  com- 
pany might'  have  been  altered  fifty 
times  without  any  of  the  alterations 
having  been  registered.  If  all  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  35  of  the  Act  of  1907 
were  applicable  to  a  company  which  did 
business  in  England,  they  ought  to 
be  applicable  to  a  company  which 
simply  owned  land  here,  and  he  sub- 
mitted that  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
accepted  unless  it  was  amended  in  that 
way. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  19U7/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  complied  with  all  the 
other  requirements  of  Section  thirty- five, 
including  an  address  to  which  all  notices  or 
processes  may  be  sent  or  served  in  accordance 
with  such  section,  and  continues  from  time  to 
time  to  comply  therewith.*  " — (Mr.  William 
Blither  ford,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  H.  KEARLEY  said  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  they  had 
secured  all  they  wanted  and  that  there 
was  no  necessity  to  draft  the  whole  of 
the  provisions  of  the  section  of  the  Act 
of  last  year  into  the  clause.  The  main 
provision  of  the  section  was  made  appU- 
cable,  and  they  were  satisfied  that  no 
'Company  would  be  able  to  take  an 
improper  advantage  of  the  Bill.  Under 
•certain  circumstances  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  section  of  the  Act  of  1907 
would  also  apply. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  no  provision  was  made  for  the  filing 
of  any  alterations  in  the  company's 
articles  or  statutes  or  in  the  list  cf 
directors,    and   subsection   2  of  Section 


35  which  said  that  '^  a  process  shall  be 
sufficiently  served  if  it  is  left  at  that 
address,"  was  left  out.  What  was  the 
object  of  providing  for  an  address  if 
they  left  out  those  words  ?  Then  why 
should  not  a  company  owning  land  in 
this  country  have  to  file  a  summary  of 
its  affairs  at  Somerset  House  the  same 
as  any  other  company,  and  be  liable  to  the 
same  fine  of  £50  if  it  broke  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  section  ?  He  main- 
tained that  any  common-sense  man 
would  insist  upon  these  provisions  being 
incorporated  in  the  present  Bill. 

Sir  H.  KEARLEY:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  suggest  we  make  these  com- 
panies exempt  from  the  provisions  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
he  certainly  suggested,  that  because  they 
took  certain  subsections  and  said  they 
should  apply  to  companies  owning  land 
in  this  country  but  they  did  not 
intend  to  include  the  rest  of  the  matters 
which  were  included  in  the  section 
outside  (a),  (h)  and  (c).  They  were 
entitled  to  complain  that  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  not  there. 
He  supposed  he  should  not  be  in  order 
to  move  to  report  progress,  but  at  all 
events  he  desired  to  press  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield)  said  as  he  was  responsible  for 
these  paragraphs,  and  the  Government 
had  accepted  his  Amendments  relating 
to  paragraphs  (a)  and  (6)  of  Clause  35  of 
the  Companies  Act  of  last  year,  he 
thought  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  would  be  well  advised  in  having 
alterations  in  the  memorandum  and* 
articles  of  association  registered  at 
Somerset  House.  He  had  an  Amend- 
ment moved  that  all  companies  regis- 
tered abroad  with  transfer  offices  in 
this  country  should  deposit  their 
Articles  and  Memorandum  of  Associa- 
tion together  with  a  list  of  their  share- 
holders and  the  Government  accepted 
that  Amendment.  It  was  very  careless 
on  his  part  not  to  have  put  down  in  the 
same  paragraph  an  Amendment  to  the 
effect  that  any  alterations  in  the  Memor- 
andum and  Articles  of  Association  should 
be  at  once  registered  at  Somerset  House ; 
otherwise  the  articles  might  l)e  altered 
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from  time  to  time  in  foreign  coimtries 
where  British  companies  were  registered 
and  they  have  no  knowledge  of  it.  He 
hoped  the  Under-Secretary  would  on  the 
Report  stage  introduce  such  Amendments 
as  would  cover  that  point,  which  would 
be  helpful  in  finding  out  exactly  the  posi- 
tion of  these  companies. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  if  the  hon-.  Gentleman  would  assure  him 
that  in  the  meantime  the  matter  should 
be  looked  into  with  a  view  of  seeing 
whether  there  were  not  some  other  pro- 
vision in  Section  35  that  ought  to  be 
included,  he  would  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. 

♦Sir  H.  KEARLE  Y  said  that  Section  35 
applied  to  every  company  incorporated 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  which  had  a 
place  of  business  in  the  United  Kingdom 
or  a  transfer  office.  Therefore,  these 
particular  Colonial  companies  in  whose 
interest  the  Bill  was  being  passed,  only 
got  the  benefit  of  the  Bill  provided  they 
were  carrying  on  business  in  this  country. 
If  they  were,  the  section  in  its  entirety 
would  apply  to  them.  It  was  specified 
in  the  Bill  that  they  must  comply  with  (a), 
(6),  and  (c),  which  he  thought  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose.  Section  35  of  the  Act 
of  1907  applied  to  all  companies,  whether 
foreign  or  Colonial,  if  they  carried  on 
business  in  this  country. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON:  Is  there  any 
restriction    in    this    Bill    to    companies 


carrying  on  business  ii^  this  country  ? 
A  company  may  fall  under  this  Act  and 
not  under  the  1907  Act. 

Sir  H.  KEARLEY  said  the  Act  only 
applied  to  companies  established  in 
British  Possessions  and  carrying  on 
business  here.  It  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  ordinary  businesses  carried  on 
here. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  if  a  company  registered  ii^  a  British 
Possession  carried  oa  business  here  it 
must  comply  with  the  whole  of  the  35th 
Section.  But  this  Act  would  clearly  only 
benefit  a  company  registered  in  a  British 
possession  which  did  not  carry  on  business 
here  and  was  not  complying  with  the 
whole  Act  but  simply  desired  to  own  land, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Bill  was 
to  allow  that  company  to  own  land 
without  complying  with  the  whole  section 
and  without  carrying  on  business,  and  it 
did  not  apply  to  a  company  that  was 
carrjring  on  business  here  at  all. 

Sir  H.  KEARLEY  said  that  was 
exactly  what  the  Bill  did  apply  to.  It 
applied  to  companies  carrying  on  business 
here  which  were  incorporated  in  British 
Possessions. 

Question  put. 

The  "Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  32  ; 
Noes,  168.     (Division  List  No.  225.) 


Acland-Hood.Rt.Hn  Sir  Alex.F 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 


NOES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (BristoU^West) 
Gordon,  J. 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  Marquess  ot 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson^ 
Hunt,  Rowland  C  ^ 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Peafle,Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 


Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-HiU,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester)] 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Younger,  George 

Tellbbs  fob  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Watson  Rutherford  and  Mr. 
Hugh  Barrie. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Ac  land,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Cliristchurch) 

Mr,  Marhham. 


NOES. 

Allen.  Cliarles  P.  (Stroud) 
Asquith.Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Banbury,  "Sir  Frederick  George 
Baring.  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 


Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bellairs,  Orlyon 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D.       j 
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Bowermai^y  C.  W. 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(Laaos., Leigh) 

Brjce,  J.  Aniiaii 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat.  W.  J.  D. 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Caaston,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Cleland.  J.  W. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

OollinSjSir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 

Cooper,  6.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Su88ex,E.Grin8t'd 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Daries,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

DaTi38  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davie9,Sir  W.HoweU(Bri8tol,S) 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton*  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 

Glend inning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montrose) 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

Harmsworth,  R  L.(Caithn*8s-8h 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart.  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 


{COMMONS} 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.Levy(Essex,Harwich) 
L&vy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
LuttreU,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Fredenc  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,  G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Mioklem,  Nathaniel 
Mond,  A. 
Morrell,  I^lip 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,Charles  N.(Doncast*r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  C-cil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nuttall,  Harry 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  OsM'ald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pfeace,  Robert  (Staffs.  Leek) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
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PriesUey,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 

Richards,  Thomas(W.Monm*th 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Robert8,Sir  JohnH.(Denbigh8. ) 
Robinson,  S. 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Scott,A.H.(A8hton  under  hyne 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Soely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sherwell,  Arthiu"  James 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(  Merthyr 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham} 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Ward, John( Stoke  upon  Trent) 
Ward,  W.Dudley(S*thampton) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.Pancras,S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Clause  2  : 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  clause  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

The  CJommittee  proceeded  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Joseph  Pease  and  the  Master  of 
Elibank  were  appointed  Tellers  for 
the  Ayes,  and,  there  being  no  Members 
willing  to  act  as  Tellers  for  the  Noes,  the 
Chairman  declared  that  the  Ayes  had  it. 

Clause  agreed  to. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD,  on 
a  point  of  order,  asked  the  Chairman, 
under  Standing  Order  30,  to  record  him 
as  having  voted  against  the  clause  just 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 


*The  chairman  ; 
done. 


That  cannot  be 


Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 
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PUBLIC  WORK*  LOANS  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
he  felt  bound  to  look  with  the  greatest 
suspicion  upon  Bills  brought  in  like  this 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  he  should 
move  to  leave  out  Clause  1.  His  object 
was  to  get  some  explanation  from  the 
Government  as  to  how  the  money  was 
made  up  which  was  mentioned  in  para- 
graph (a),  and  that  for  Ireland  referred 
to  in  paragraph  (6).  It  seemed  to  him 
that  to  ask  the  Committee  of  the  House 
to  pass  a  section  like  that  without  any 
discussion  or  any  explanation  from  the 
responsible  Minister  was  an  unreasonable 
proposal.  The  section  involved  no  less 
than  £3,000,000  for  England  and  £700,000 
for  Ireland.  These  were  large  figures, 
and  the  Committee  were  entitled  to  some 
details  before  they  agreed  to  the  clause. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Bristol,  E.)  said  that  the  explanation 
was  a  simple  one,  and  could  be  given 
to  the  Committee  in  a  few  words. 
The  mention  of  the  sum  of  £3,000,000 
in  the  clause  did  not  necessarily  mean 
that  the  amount  in  question  was  to  be 
spent  in  its  entirety.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  a  sum  within  which  the  Com- 
missioners could  borrow  and  beyond 
which  they  could  not  go  without  the 
assent  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
sum  was  the  same  as  that  taken  last 
year,  and  £500,000  less  than  the  sum 
taken  in  the  year  before  that.  The 
amount  mentioned  in  the  Bill  had,  in  fact, 
always  been  about  the  same.  Of  course 
the  figures  were  inserted  as  the  result  of 
the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  Treasury, 
who  had  some  anticipations  of  the  de- 
mands which  were  likely  to  be  made  by 
local  authorities  and  others  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  These  sums  were  put  down 
in  the  Bill  with  the  idea  of  leaving  a 
sufficiently  wide  margin  to  meet  all 
reasonable  contingencies. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  asked 
whether  in  lending  the  balance  of  the 


£3,000,000  the  House  of  Commons  had 
in  aixy  way  to  be  consulted.  Who  were 
the  authorities  that  had  to  decide  whether 
loans  were  to  be  made  out  of  this  money  ? 
Was  there  any  control  exercised  by  the 
House  of  Commons  over  the  money  ? 
These  were  points  that  needed  to  be 
explained  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  there  was  no 
actual  expenditure  of  money  at  all.  It 
only  meant  giving  authority  to  public 
works. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  re- 
marked that  the  House  of  Commons  had 
no  control  over  the  works  on  which  the 
money  was  spent. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  asked  whether  any 
portion  of  the  money  related  to  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Bill. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  thought  there  was 
a  section  of  the  Bill  now  in  Committee 
upstairs  which  referred  to  housing,  but 
the  Bill  under  discussion  at  that  moment 
did  not  cover  that. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
moved  to  omit  the  clause  in  order  to 
ask  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  could  tell  them 
the  meaning  and  effect  of  the  clause.  Ho 
gathered  they  were  absolutely  writing 
off  sums,  some  of  which  were  exceedingly 
paltry,  but  at  the  same  time  there  were 
large  sums.  Under  Clause  2,  in  fact, 
considerable  sums  of  money  lent  from 
that  Department  in  past  years  had  been 
lost  or  were  now  to  be  wiped  out.  That 
was  to  say,  the  money  had  dis- 
appeared. These  sums  when  they  were 
authorised  did  not  come  before  the 
House  in  detail,  the  House  simply 
authorising  a  limit  of  £2,000,000,  and  it 
was  found  every  year  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  that  money  authorised  to  bo 
borrowed  had  been  lost,  and  the  House 
was  asked  to  write  it  off.  What  did  they 
see  in  the  list  of  items  that  were  being 
written  off  ?  He  found  when  he  looked 
at  the   schedule   to   which   the  jsection 
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that     they     were     asked    to    the  amounts  to  be  written  offiwere  fixed. 

He  thought  it  was  most  unreasonable. 
When  he  looked  across  the  House  he 
saw  Members  on  the  opposite  side  who 
came  in  pledged  to  economy,  and  then 
voted  with  their  mouths  practically  closed 
on  matteirs  touching  over  £100,000. 


Teferred  that  they  were  asked  to 
write  oi  a  sum  of  2s.  9d.  No  ; 
iiie  gentleman  in  question  had  13s. 
6d.  lent  to  him  and  had  paid 
^8.  9d.  off  the  money.  It  was  a  very 
praiseworthy  thing  on  his  part,  but  being 
an  Irishman  he  could  Aot  help  paying  the 
money.  He  owed  10s.  9d.  more,  but  that 
10s.  9d.  the  Government  had  found  out, 
having  instituted  an  inquiry  no  doubt, 
was  not  recoverable.  It  was  a  bad  debt. 
Therefore  they  were  to  lose  it  and  they 
were  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parliamei^t  now 
iK)  say  that  it  was  gone.  When  they 
looked  at  the  next  item  they  found 

♦The  chairman  :  This  is  not  the 
iime  to  discuss  the  items  of  the  schedule 
in  detail. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
lie    bowed    to    the    Chairman's    ruling. 
He  regretted  that  he  was  betrayed  into 
Kiiscusbing   the   items   of   the   schedule, 
but  that  was  not  done  for  the  purpose 
•of  picking  oat  an  item  and  saying  it 
should    or    should    not    be    disallowed. 
It  wa&  really  done,  if  he  might  respect- 
fully submit,  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
i;rating  the  clause  under  discussion,  which 
said    that   these    amounts    were   to    be 
absolutely  wiped  out.     It  was  not  only 
trivial  matters  such  as  those  to  which 
lie  had  referred,  but  there  were  enormous 
sums  which  were  to  be  similarly  dealt 
with.     It  would  be  out  of  order  fo:  him 
to  give  the  exact  figures  of  these  amounts, 
but  they  totalled  upwards  of  £100,000, 
and  it  was  a  very  serious  matter  indeed 
that  they  should  be  kept  there  at  twenty 
mi-iuteh  past  twelve  at  night  and  asked 
to  wipe  out  all  these  sumb  with  practi- 
cally no  explanation,  or  chance   of  ex- 
planation, or  discussion  in  that  House. 
He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  part 
of   our   Constitution    that    these    loans 
should    come    before     the     House    for 
confirmation     or     not,      but     certainly 
when   they    were    lost   and    the    House 
was    asked    to    wipe    them     out    they 
should  know  what  they  were  and  why 
the  amount  should  be  written  off.    There- 
fore he  wished  respectfully  to  insist  on 
moving  his  Amendment  that  Clause  2 
be  omitted  from  the  Bill  imless  he  could 
^et  some  reasonable  explanation  from 
the  hon.  Gentlemen    in    charge    as   to 
-the  items  which  had  been  lost  and  how 


Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  the  whole 
reason  for  the  position  was  that  the 
clause  was  a  clause  repeated  in  every 
Act  of  a  similar  character  every  year. 
It  wrote  off  in  one  column  or  another 
of  the  schedule  either  the  principal  or 
the  interest  of  the  money  advanced. 
The  whole  details  cf  transactions  were 
stated  in  a  paper  circulated  in  the  House 
two  days  ago. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  he  had  no  desire  to  waste  the  time 
of  the  House  and  he  would  reserve  further 
observations  for  the  schedule  except  in 
regard  to  Gause  6.  With  regard  to 
Clauses  3,  4,  and  5,  as  to  which  he  had 
given  notice  of  Amendments  he  would  not 
move. 

Clauses  3,  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 
Clause  6  : 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  moved  an 
Amendment  the  object  of  which,  he  said, 
was  to  make  quite  clear  the  purpose 
of  the  Act. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  any  of  the  purposes  for  which,'  and  to  insert 
the  words  *  the  acquisition  of  land  or  the  pur- 
chase, erection,  construction,  alteration,  or 
enlargement  of  any  building  or  permanent 
work  by.'  ''—(Mr,  Hobhouae.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  said  that  the 
words  were  inserted  in  agreement  with 
the  Opposition  who  had  some  doubt  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  original 
Bill. 

Lord  BALCARRES  :  Does  this  cover 
ranges  ? 
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Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :     Yes. 

Question  put.  and  negatived. 

Question  put  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  moved 
to  amend  the  proposed  Amendment,  so 
that  it  would  read  **the  payment  of 
monies  necessarily  required  to  be  ex- 
pended in  connection  with  the  acquisition/' 
etc.  He  moved  because  he  himself  was 
the  trustee  of  certain  properties  which  had 
been  occupied  for  the  last  twenty  years 
by  a  battalion  in  connection  with  the 
Aimy,  The  lease  of  that  property  had 
been  taken  for  all  these  years  in  the  name 
of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  lease 
expired  just  as  the  County  Association 
was  coming  into  power.  A  new  lease 
was  sought  to  be  negotiated  and  what 
was  the  position  ?  Tie  Association  said 
they  had  power  to  take  the  lease  but  no 
power  to  pay  the  paltry  stamp. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  Write  it  ofE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  what  he  wished  to  point  out  was  that 
if  County  Associations  were  really  to  have 
proper  powers  of  acquiring  land  as  it  was 
contemplated  under  the  Act  of  last  year 
they  should  be  given  powers  not  only  to 
acquire  land  but  to  pay  the  cost  of  ac- 
quiring it.  Difficulties  had  arisen  all 
over  the  country  in  connection  with  the 
Territorial  Force.  All  kinds  of  technical 
points  had  cropped  up.  To  his  know- 
ledge property  that  had  been  acquired 
and  taken  over  by  these  battalions  had 
been  hanging  fire  because  of  the  difficulty 
that  had  been  found  in  getting  money. 
If  they  looked  at  the  Act  of  last  year 
they  would  find  that  the  Army  Coimcil 
was  empowered  to  provide  these 
local  County  Associations  with  sufficient 
money  to  carry  on  their  business.  Why 
had  they  not  done  that  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  does  not  arise 
on  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 

submitted  that  if  they  looked  at 
the  full  meaning  of  these  words 
which  he  suggested,  "  The  payment  of 
monies  necessarily  required  to   be   ex- 


pended in  connection  with  the  acquisition 
of  land,"  they  would  see  that  they  were 
simple  words  which  would  enable  business 
to  be  properly  carried  on  and  enable 
these  Coimty  Associations  to  do  what  any 
public  body  ought  in  reason  to  have 
power  to  do,  to  spend  any  money  reascm- 
ably  required  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
land. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  thought  that  these 
words  were  hardly  necessary.  The  ques- 
tion of  payment  did  not  arise.  The 
proposal  before  the  Committee  waa 
merely  to  extend  the  powers  of  the 
Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  as  the  hon.  Grentleman  did  not 
approve  of  the  words  he  had  suggested 
he  would,  in  order  to  save  the  time  of 
the  Committee,  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
them. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.      WILLIAM      RUTHERFORI> 

moved  as  an  Amendment  to  the  original 
Amendment  to  insert  after  the  word 
"by"  the  words  "or  for."  He  said 
that  if  they  referred  to  the  original  Act , 
to  wnich  this  was  supposed  to  be  art 
Amendment  by  way  of  elasticity,  it  was 
made  clear  that  any  of  these  transactions 
might  be  done  by  or  for  the  County 
Association  in  each  case.  In  each  case 
he  came  across  as  a  matter  of  business^ 
connected  with  the  County  Association 
the  work  had  been  done  for  them  and 
not  by  them.  The  leases  which  they 
took  were  in  the  name  of  the  principal 
Secretary  of  State,  and  were  not  taken 
by  the  County  Associations  at  all.. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  thought 
the  Committee  would  see  the  reason- 
ableness of  his  proposal  that  the  section 
should  read  :  "  The  acquisition  of  land 
or  the  purchase,  erection,  construction^ 
alteration,  or  enlargement  of  any  building 
or  permanent  work  by  or  for  a  County 
Association."  He  hoped  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  accepted. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  After  the  word  *  by '  to  insert  the  word» 
« or  for.'  "—{Mr,  W.  BvUfrfwd, ) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  thought  a 
moment's  reflection  would  make  it 
clear  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
insertion  of  these  words  would  enor- 
mously increase  the  powers  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  defeat  the  restriction 
which  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  was  inserted 
in  the  original  Amendment  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  he  would  not  propose  this  Amend- 
ment if  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
put  the  matter  in  that  way. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

driginal  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  is  for  the  time  being  authorised  by,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  *  in  pursuance  of.'  " 

"  In  page  4,  line  51,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  to  borrow.'  ''—(Mf.  H6bh<m8e,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clauses,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule  : 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  he  should  certainly  have  been  con- 
tent to  have  allowed  the  schedule  to 
pass  without  question  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  given 
them  some  short  explanation  as  to  what 
the  very  different  items  contained  in 
it  were.  He  knew  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  they  were  set  out  in  some 
paper  that  had  been  published,  but  it 
was  only  in  Committee  that  Members 
could  go  into  these  matters  in  detail, 
and  especiaUy  when  they  came  up,  as 
they  did  now,  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
it  was  important  that  they  should  not 
be  allowed  to  slip  through  without  some 
examination.  He  very  much  objected 
to  some  of  the  items  in  the  schedule, 
and  he  contended  that  the  Committee 


were  entitled  to  an  explanation  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  that  the  smaller 
items  and  the  exact  circumstances  of 
each  case  were  set  out  in  the  White  Paper 
presented  to  the  House  on  20th  July- 
He  thought  it  would  be  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  unnecessarily 
if  he  were  to  read  out  from  a  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  which  was  available  to 
all,  the  particulars  connected  with  each, 
of  the  items.  The  fact  that  these  items 
were  set  out  in  the  White  Paper  referred 
to  only  showed,  in  his  view,  how  care- 
fully the  Treasury  did  its  work. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  ex- 
plained that  the  reason  why  he  asked 
this  question  was  that,  on  reference  to 
the  White  Paper,  he  found  that  the 
schedule  was  somewhat  illusory.  For 
instance,  if  they  took  the  last  two  items 
in  the  schedule  they  found  a  loan  of 
£53,000  to  the  Waterford  and  Wexford,. 
now  the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Rail- 
ways and  Harbour  Company,  in  regard 
to  which  a  sum  of  £7,053  19s.  6d,  had 
to  be  written  off.  Not  only  was  that 
the  case,  but  some  of  the  principal  sum 
of  £53,000  had  already  been  written 
ofi,  together  with  £13,980  17s.  4d.  for 
interest.  There  was  no  clear  state- 
ment of  this  fact  in  the  schedule,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  examine  very  closely 
into  the  Bill  to  get  at  the  true  bearings 
of  the  transaction,  which,  looked  at 
from  every  point  of  view,  was  a  very 
serious  one  having  regard  to  the  loss 
it  had  entailed.  Then  in  regard  to 
the  Limavady  and  Dungiveen  Railway 
Company,  he  found  that  £19,601  was 
advanced,  and  no  less  a  sum  than  £17,601 
had  to  be  written  off,  besides  a  loss  in 
interest  amounting  to £12,232  3s.  Id.  He 
thought  that  when  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  a  Bill  presented  them  with  a  schedule 
of  that  description  and  did  not  choose 
to  give  them  an  explanation  of  what 
the  items  were,  they  were  quite  within 
their  rights  in  making  as  effective  a 
protest  as  possible. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered this  day.  /     ^^^T^ 
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Considered    in    Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Lei- 
cester) said  he  wished  to  ask  for 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  on  an 
Amendment  he  had  to  propose.  The 
real  substance  of  his  Amendment 
was  to  leave  out  Part  II.,  but  in 
•order  to  secure  his  object  he  thought 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  move 
to  leave  out  Part  I.  to  begin  with. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  this  point 
arose  on  the  Schedule,  and  he  thought 
the  hon.  Member  had  better  reserve 
his  Amendment  till  that  was  reached. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said 
that  if  they  turned  to  the  Schedule  they 
would  find  that  there  was  only  one  Act 
included  in  Clause  2.  He  wished  to 
know  whether,  if  Part  I.  was  left  in, 
it  would  not  prejudice  his  opportunity 
of  moving  the  deletion  of  Part  II.  from 
•the  Schedule. 

*The  chairman  said  that,  as  he 
understood,  the  hon.  Member  desired  to 
move  the  omission  of  the  Unemployed 
Workmen  Act,  1905.  He  desired  to 
know  whether,  if  the  Committee  passed 
Part  I.  of  this  Bill,  it  would  make  it 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  Part  II., 
-so  that  the  Unemployed  Workmen  Act 
would  have  to  stand  part  of  it. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said 
that  what  he  then  wished  to  know  was 
whether  if  they  passed  lines  5  to  7  in- 
clusive in  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
first  section,  that  would  not  still  more 
prejudice  his  Motion. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  see  that  the 
hon.  Member  means  the  preamble.  That 
comes  after  the  Schedule,  and  therefore 
we  are  not  passing  the  preamble  at  all 
at  the  present  moment. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 
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Clause  2 : 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) 
asked  who  was  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  Bill,  as  he  wished  to  say  one  or 
two  words  on  subjects  connected  with  the 
clause. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND  HOOD  remarked  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  BiU.  He  had  sat  in  the 
House  for  many  years  while  this  Bill 
had  annually  passed  through  Committee, 
and  he  had  never  known  it  to  be  taken 
without  some  Minister  being  definitely 
in  charge  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  1  am  in  charge 
of  the  Bill. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  :  Is  the  hon. 
Grentleman  responsible  for  all  the  Acts 
mentioned  in  the  Bill  ?  I  think  the 
action  of  the  Gk)vernment  is  unsatis- 
factory, and  I  move  to  report^Progress. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone Leeds,  W.) :  This  is  quite  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  usual  practice.  When 
I  was  Junior  Lord  twenty-five  years  ago 
I  used  to  be  in  charge  of  this  Bill. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  said  he  re- 
collected the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  great 
deal  longer  than  twenty-five  years  ago, 
long  before  he  was  Junior  Lord.  In  those 
days  he  was  a  great  footballer  and  he  al- 
ways played  the  game.  There  were  three 
Amendments  down  to  the  Schedule  in 
regard  to  which  the  Minister  ought  to  be 
there  to  explain.  He  moved  to  report 
progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again."— (/Sir  4.  Adand-Hood.) 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  34  ; 
Noes,  137.     (Division  List  No.  226.) 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 


AYES. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Barrie,    H.T. (Londonderry,N. ) 


Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.^Clive 
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Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
GordoD,  J. 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  BCarquess  of 
pill.  Sir  Clement 
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Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Bowliuid 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
0*Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Rawlinson,John  FrederickPeel 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool 
Scott,  Sir  S.(Marylebone,  W.) 


Starkey,  John  R.  ^ 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StaflTsh. ) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Younger,  George 

Tellebspob  thbAyxs — Lord. 
Edmund  Talbot  and  Mr^ 
Forster. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  A.Acland  (Christchurch) 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Barridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brodie,  H.  C.  ^ 

Brunner,  J. F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancras,W 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Su8sex,E.Grin8t*d 

Craig,  H^5rbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Davies,Sir  W.Howell(Bristol,S. 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.(  Barrow-in-Furness 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Bsaex,  R.  W. 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

GUI,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glend inning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose) 

Hardie,  J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Harmsworth,R.L.  (Caithn'ss-sh 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 


NOES. 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) } 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Homimiui,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

lUingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

King,Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.Levy(E8sex,Harwich) 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes  j 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester)      ' 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthiu*  Basil 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Launce8ton) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Mond,  A. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw)] 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,Charle8N.(  Doncast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 


Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor  * 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
PiokersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb*gh,  Central) 
Radford,  G.  H. 

Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Roberts,  C*harles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Robinson,  S. 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Scott,  A.H  ( Ashton  under  Lyne 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sherwcll,  Arthur  James 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadclifEe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton. 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trcnt 
Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampton 
Wamer,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellees  for  the  Noes — Mr.  • 
Joseph  Pease  sftid  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Clause  agreed  to. 

Schedule : 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  leave  out 
of  the  schedule  "The  Poor  Rate  Ex- 
emption Act,  1840."  He  said  that  by  an 
Act  passed  in  the  43rd  year  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign,  entitled    an  "  Act  for 


the  Relief  of  the  Poor,"  it  was  among 
other  things  provided  that  the  overseers 
of  every  parish  should  raise  by  taxation  of 

"  Every  inhabitant,  parson,  vicar  and  other,, 
and  of  every  occupier  of  land,  houses,  tithes, 
inpropriate,  propriation  of  tithes,  coal  mines 
or  saleable  underwoods  in  the  said  parish  in 
such  competent  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they 
should  think  fit,  a  convenient  stock  of  necessary 
ware  and  stuff  to  set  the  poor  on  work  and  also* 
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competent  sums  of  money  for  and  towards  the 
relief  of  the  poor  not  able  to  work,  and  also  for 
the  putting  out  of  poor  children  to  be  appren- 
iiices ;  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  same  parish 
-according  to  uie  ability  of  the  same.'* 

Two  principles  were  noticeable  in  that 
Act,  that  every  inhabitant  or  occupier 
wa.5  to  pay ;  that  it  was  a  case  of  persons 
not  property — and  that  ability  to  pay 
-was  to  be  the  measure  of  payment. 
It  was  a  great  and  good  Act  and  a 
just  Act,  and  upon  it  the  foundation 
of  all  our  rating  system  had  been  based. 
In  1840  a  change  was  made  in  that  Act. 
A  measure  was  passed  to  exempt,  "  until 
the  31st  December,  1841,"  inhabitants  of 
parishes,  townships  and  villages  from 
liability  to  be  rated  as  such  in  respect 
of  stock  in  trade  or  other  property  to 
relief  of  the  poor.  The  Act  provided 
that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the 
overseers  of — 

"  Any  parish,  township  or  village  to  tax  any 
inhabitant  thereof,  as  such  inhabitant,  in  respect 
of  his  ability  derived  from  the  profits  of  stock 
in  trade  or  any  other  property  for  or  towards 
the  relief  of  the  poor," 

Provided  always  that  nothing  in  the  Act — 

"  In  anywise  affected  the  liability  of  any 
parson  or  vicar  or  of  any  occupier  of  lands, 
nouses,  tithes  impropriate,  appropriations  of 
tithes,  coal  mines  or  saleable  underwoods 
to  be  taxed  under  the  provision  of  the  Act  for 
and  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor." 

It  was  this  Act  they  were  asked  again  to 
renew.  The  grounds  for  passing  it  were 
the  practical  difficulties  found  by  overseers 
in  ascertaining  what  were  the  profits 
accruing  from  stock  in  trade  and  other 
personal  property.  If  they  omitted  to 
rate  them  or  rated  them  wrongly  the 
legality  of  the  whole  rate  was  invalidated. 
The  Act  was  passed  to  remove  this  diffi- 
culty, but  it  was  only  passed  for  one  year. 
In  the  debate  on  the  passing  of  the  Act 
Mr.  (Joulbum  said  that  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  exempting  one  class  of  pro- 
perty from  rating  was  the  imposition  of 
increased  burdens  on  another,  and  there- 
fore the  Bill  was  strictly  speaking  an 
augmentation  of  taxes  on  every  species 
of  property  to  which  no  compensating 
advantage  was  given.  He  (Mr.  Goulburn) 
added  that  the  printed  communications 
from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  showed 
that  a  vast  quantity  of  property  would 
escape  rating  under  the  Bill  which  on 
every  principle  of  justice  ought  to  pay 
its  proportion.  The  principle  of 
the  law  of  Elizabeth  was  that  it 
Mr,  Everett 


should    bear   equally     on    all      parties. 
The  Act  exempting  people  from  Uabiiity 
had    been    renewed    year    by    year    for 
sixty-seven  years.     Why  had  that  been 
done  ?     Simply  because  the  main   pro- 
visions of  the  Act  were  so  unjust  towards 
different   persons   that  no   (Jovemment 
had    dared   to   incur   the   responsibility 
of  making  it  permanent.    He   respect- 
fully submitted  that  the  Act  was  grossly 
unjust  and  that  the  injustice  of  it  was 
really   becoming   more    serious,  because 
while  exemption  was  given  from   con- 
tributing to  the  relief  of  the  poor  a  great 
number  of  other  objects  had  also  been 
added  to  it.     The  whole  result  had  been 
that   rates   had    become   much   heavier 
than  they  formerly  were.     When  they 
were  on  the  subject  of  income-tax  they 
argued  about  pence  in  the  pound,  but 
when   they   came   to   rates   they   dealt 
with  shillings  in  the  pound.     Who  were 
the   sufferers   by  the   present   state   of 
things  ?     They    were    the     ratepayers ; 
all  those  persons  who  happened  to  possess 
property  which  was  not  exempted  from 
rateability,    namely,    persons  occupying 
or  owning  land,  houses,  factories,  coal 
mines,    railways,    etc.     They   were    un- 
justly  treated   inasmuch   as    they   had 
not  only  to  pay  their  fair  share  of  the 
rates,    but    to    make    up    the    money 
that  was  lacking  owing  to  others,  who 
were   equally  well   able   to   pay,   being 
exempted.    If    they    passed    this    Act 
again   he  maintained  that  they  would 
be   repeating  this  great  and   gross  in- 
justice.     His    object    in    moving    the 
omission  of  the  Act  was  in  order  that 
they  should  not  continue  this  injustice 
which  he  had  shown   was  a  very  real 
and  serious  one.     The  present  Govern- 
ment had  announced  that  they  had  it 
in  contemplation  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  rating,  and  the  ratepayers  naturally 
were   very   anxious   to   know   on   what 
Imes  Ministers  were  likely  to  proceed. 
They  could  not  help  feeling  a  certain 
amount  of  anxiety  on  the  subject.     A 
certain  Valuation  Bill  which  came  imder 
the  notice  of  the  House  last  year  and 
again  this  year  was  introduced  it  was 
supposed  as  a  basis  of  the  new  system 
of  rating.     If  they  took  that  Bill,  along 
with  the   commentary   upon   it  of   the 
Solicitor-General  for  Scotland,  they  had 
forced  upon  them  the  unwelcome  con- 
clusion that  the  idea  at  the  back  of  it 
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was  still  further  to  narrow  the  already 
too  narrow  basis  on  which  rates  were 
now  charged.  They  feared  that  it  would 
mean  narrowing  the  basis  down  to  one 
kind  of  property  alone  and  making  that 
<5arry  the\whole  burden,  thus  exempting 
large  classes  of  property  which  were 
now  liable  to  rating.  He  desired  very 
strongly  to  urge  the  Government  not 
to  seek  to  commit  Parliament  to  a 
proposal  which  would  be  so  enormously 
unjust  to  a  great  number  of  persons 
in  the  country. 

♦The  chairman  :  Order,  order.  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  he 
cannot  now  deal  vdth  other  legislation. 
All  that  he  can  deal  with  is  what  is  in 
this  Bill.  He  is  now  discussing  another 
Bill  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
'Question  before  the  Committee. 

Mb.  EVERETT:  I  hope,  Sir,  you 
will  allow  me  to  make  a  passing  reference 
to  proposals  which  have  been  fore- 
shadowed to  us  by  the  (Jovemment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :    Certainly  not. 

ItfR.  EVERETT  said  in  that  case  he 
would  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  with 
the  remark  that  the  Grovemment  should 
have  a  studious  regard  for  fair  play  and 
fair  dealing  all  round. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  to  leave  out  lines  7  and  8." — 
*{Mr.  Everett.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
schedule." 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
BuBN8,Batter8ea)  said  that  his  hon.  friend 
had  from  some  points  of  view  justifi- 
cation for  the  Motion  he  had  made. 
He  emphasised  the  justification  he  had 
for  moving  the  Motion  by  stating  that  no 
one  in  the  House  liked  to  pay  rates,  and 
if  the  hon.  Member  had  added  that  no  one 
cared  to  pay  taxes  he  (Mr.  Bums), believed 
he  would  have  secured  an  equally  hearty 
response.  Rates  and  taxes  would,  how- 
ever, have  to  be  paid  under  present 
conditions  until  the  Government  re- 
•^  deemed  its  pledge,  as  he  believed  shortly 
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it  would  be  able  to  do,  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  local  taxation.  He  appealed 
to  his  hon.  friend  after  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister  last  year,  and  also 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  question  of 
local  taxation  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government,  to  realise  that  he 
had  better  not  press  his  Motion  that 
night.  They  were  relatively  small  points 
that  had  been  raised  in  the  Motion,  and 
to  discontinue  the  Poor  Law  Exemption 
Act,  1840,  would  not  put  them  much  more 
forward  on  the  road  he  desired  to  tread 
than  if  they  were  to  allow  this  Act  to  be 
included  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Act  for  one  more  year.  The 
question  had  been  before  the  House  for 
sixty-seven  years,  and  it  raised  a  point 
which  to  the  rural  and  agricultural  Mem- 
bers was  of  some  importance.  The  ques- 
tion it  raised  indicated  that  ther3  was  an 
inequality  and  some  injustice,  but  every 
year  during  the  past  sixty-seven  years 
the  rural  and  agricultural  Members  had 
taken  many  opportimities  of  exacting 
from  the  Treasury  a  sum  of  money  that 
had  its  advantage  to  the  rural  and 
agricultural  districts  in  disproportion  to 
the  disadvantage  which  they  under  this 
Act  might  suffer.  In  consequence,  the 
question  had  never  been  dealt  with  wholly 
as  he  believed  it  must  be  when  this  Act 
was  expunged.  He  appealed  to  his 
hon.  friend  not  to  press  his  Motion,  but 
to  rest  content  with  the  assurance  that 
when  the  Government  dealt  with  the 
question  of  rating  and  valuation — both 
of  which  they  intended  to  deal  with  in  the 
next  session — ^tben,  as  the  greater  in- 
cluded the  less,  they  would  be  compelled 
to  deal  with  the  subjects  raised  in  the 
Act  of  1840  which  was  covered  by  the 
Motion .  After  the  assurance  and  guaran* 
tee  that  the  Government  intended  to. 
deal  with  the  larger  subject,  of  which  this 
was  a  smaller  issue,  he  begged  his  hon. 
friend  not  to  press  the  Motion. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  (Gloucester- 
shire, Tewkesbury)  remarked  that  the 
Government  appeared  to  recognise  the 
unfairness  of  the  present  system  of 
local  rating,  because  Lord  Wolver- 
hampton, speaking  the  other  day  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  said  the  (Jovemment 
had  declared  their  intention  to  deal  with 
the  question  this  year.  Then  the  noble 
Lord  went  on  to  say  that  the  Prime 
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Minister  had  pledged  himself  to  a  reform 
of  the  Poor  Law  system,  and  that  one  of 
the  first  questions  taken  in  hand  would  be 
the  relations  between  local  and  Imperial 
taxation.  It  would  be  very  satisfactory 
to  all  parties  if  something  could  be  done 
to  remedy  the  just  grievance  which 
existed  as  regards  local  taxation,  but 
up  to  the  present  time  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  even  brought  in  their 
promised  Valuation  Bill. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order. 
The  point  is  whether  or  not  the  Act  of 
1840  should  be  left  out  of  the  schedule. 
The  hon.  Member  cannot  discuss  what 
action  the  Government  should  or  should 
not  take  in  regard  to  a  Valuation  Bill. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  said  he  agreed, 
but  what  he  wanted  to  express  was  that 
the  Government  in  refusing  to  agree  to 
the  Motion  to  exempt  this  Act  from 
the  schedule  had  given  nothing  but  a 
vague  promise  to  bring  in  a  Valuation 
Bill  by  way  of  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject. The  point  he  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  that  there  was  small  pro- 
bability of  the  Government  being  able 
to  bring  in  that  Bill  in  the  autumn. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  hon. 
Member  takes  the  view  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  likely  to  bring  in  their 
Bill  he  can  use  that  as  an  argiunent,  but 
he  is  not  in  order  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion as  he  is  doing. 

Mr.  HICKS  BEACH  said  he  had  no 
wish  to  go  further.  He  had  stated  his 
ground  in  supporting  the  Amendment, 
which  seemed  to  him  the  only  way  he 
•  could  take  at  the  present  moment  to 
enforce  the  view  of  several  Members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  that  local  taxation 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  county 
boroughs.  They  wished  to  enter  their 
protest  against  the  Government  for  not 
having  taken  any  serious  action  in  regard 
to  the  matter. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) 
said  the  Act  of  1840  imposed  the 
heaviest  burden  the  British  agricul- 
turist had  to  bear.  It  imposed  a 
burden  never  intended  when  the  Act 
was  passed.    He    wouldjexplain  in    a 

Mr,  Hicks  Beach. 


few  words  what  he  meant.  It  was^ 
cited  in  the  preamble  that  a  person 
shouldjpay  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  out 
of  the  profits  derived  from  his  stock 
in  trade  or  other  property.  But  it 
was  never  intended  that  anything  but 
profits  should  be  rated.  But  the  Act 
had  the  effect,  especially  in  rural  districts^ 
of  throwing  the  whole  burden  upon 
agricultural  lands.  Profits  from  agri- 
cultural lands,  however,  were  insufficient  p 
and,  in  the  second  place,  the  rate  was 
levied  not  on  the  profits  but  on  the  land 
itself.  For  years  agricultural  land  had 
been  paying  rates  and  yet  very  often  the 
occupier  had  not  been  getting  any  profit 
at  all.  The  burden  had  been  heavy  and 
increasing.  It  had  been  increased,  as 
the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment had  stated,  by  various  statutes 
which  had  been  passed,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  whatever  that  it  would  be  in- 
creased as  a  result  of  recent  legislation 
in  the  next  few  years.  It  would  be 
increased  next  year  through  the  legis- 
lation passed  this  year.  The  burden  was- 
really  becoming  intolerable,  and  it  was 
quite  time  that  those  who  were  interested 
in  agriculture  should  press  for  some 
relief  from  their  oppression,  the  injustice 
of  which  was  evident  to  anyone  who 
considered  the  matter.  The  farmer  was 
paying  on  his  all,  everything  he  possessed. 
It  was  all  in  the  land  on  which  he  was 
rated  so  heavily.  A  banker  who  might 
be  making  enormous  profits  was  rated 
only  on  the  buildings  which  he  occupied^ 
He  might  be  receiving  an  annual  profit 
of  many  hundred  pounds  more  than  the 
poor  farmer,  yet  he  would  be  paying  very 
much  less  rate.  It  was  the  same  with 
other  trades  and  professions.  The  burden 
was  hardest  for  the  agriculturist  just  be- 
cause in  paying  on  his  stock  in  trade  he 
paid  on  his  all.  For  this  reason,  without 
at  that  late  hour  entering  into  the  many 
arguments  which  might  be  adduced  in 
support  of  the  demand  for  the  rehef 
of  the  agricultural  ratepayers,  he  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
to  consider  the  question  in  a  rather  more 
sympathetic  way  than  he  had  done.  He 
did  not  mean  o  say  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  wfsh  well  to  the  agriculturists^ 
because  he  knew  he  did,  but  he  really 
thought  it  was  impossible  for  agricultural 
Members  to  allow  that  question  to  be 
indefinitely  postponed  in  the  hope  thj&t 
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something  might  arise  to  help  them  in 
the  dim  future  when  miknown  legislation 
which  was  only  foreshadowed  was  brought 
in.  He  therefore  would  most  urgently 
urge  the  Ck>mmittee  to  support  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  CONOR  0'KEI,LY  rose  to  ask 
if  the  Act  applied  to  Ireland,  in  which 
case  he  would  like  to  say  something,  as 
iiis  constituency  was  very  much  like 
i^^hat  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  spoken . 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :    No. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs)  said 
"he  did  not  think  that  was  how  lo 
approach  the  subject.  No  advantage 
was  to  be  gained  by  leaving  out  that 
particular  Bill.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  overturn  th3  whole  system  of  local 
rating  by  simply  exempting  that  one 
-statute,  and  on  that  account  he  thought 
the  Amendment  futile,  and  urged  that 
it  should  be  withdrawn. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  SAMUEL  SCOTT  (Marylebone,  W.) 
moved  to  exempt  the  Militia  Ballot  Act. 
He   was  in  hopes    of     getting   a   little 


information  as  to  that  Act,  but  when 
he  looked  at  the  Treasury  Bench  he 
did  not  se3  a  single  member  of  the 
Government  representing  the  War  Office 
from  whom  he  was  the  least  likely 
to  get  any  informa  ion  whatever.  That 
was  the  sort  of  treatment  to  which 
the  House  was  becoming  somewhat 
used.  As  soon*  as  the  clock  got  past 
twelve,  apparently  the  Government  (who 
were  paid  to  be  in  that  Chamber)  went 
to  bed. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  A  very  sensible 
thing. 

Sir  SAMUEL  SCOTT  said  that  in  the 
circumstances,  seeing  that  there  was 
not  a  single  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  whom  he  could  get  any 
answer,  he  would  move  to  report  Pro- 
gress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, ''  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress  ;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  Samuel 
Scott.) 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  32  ; 
Noes,  135.     (Division  List  No.  227.) 


Acland-Hood^Rt.Hn  Sir  Alex.F 
Arkwright.  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Banner,  .John  S.  Harmood- 
"Bairie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman.  W.  ('live 
Oarlile,  E.  Hildred 
Oecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey-  ,' 
Olive,  Percy  Archer 
<>)tirthopc,  G.  Loyd 


AYES. 

Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lorkwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt..Col.A.R. 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Pease, Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 


Raw] inson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-HiU,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  Col.  R  (Dorset,  W.) 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  foe  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Samuel  Scott  and  Mr. 
Gretton. 


jVbraham,  William  (Rbondda) 
Aclaad,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Ainiiworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bellairs,  C^arlyon 
Borridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Bnmner,  J.F.  L.(Lanc8.,Leigh) 

VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth 


NOES. 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collin9,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sus8ex,E.GrinstM 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Davies,Sir  W.How©ll(Bri8tol,S) 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Randor) 

Essex,  R.  W. 


Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Goddard,  Sir: Daniel  Ford 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montro8e) 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

Harms  worth,  R  L.(Obithn*ss-8h 
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Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hlre,N.E. 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Haiiel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.  Levy  (EsHex,Harwich 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 


{COMMONS} 

M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Mond,  A. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

NichoUs,  George 

Nichol8on,CharlesN.(Donca8t*r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0*Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pickersffill,  Edward^are 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radfovd,  G.  H. 

Richards,  Thomas  (W.Monm'th 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robinson,  S. 

Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 

Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Scott,A.H.(A8ht<Hi  under  Lyne 

Seavems,  J.  H. 
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Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Taylor ,Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe)p 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire)! 
Thome,  G.R.(WolverhAmpton> 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
TomkinsoQ,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Ward,  John(Stokeunpon  Trent 
Ward,  W.Dudley  (Southampton 
Wamer,Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartcmshire) 
Whitley,  John  Heniy  (Halifax^ 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  J.  H  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.> 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 

TXLLXBS  FOB    THX  NoBS— Mr. 

Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Sir  SAJdUEL  SCOTT  said  he  would 
not  detain  the  House  more  than  one  or 
two  minutes,  but  he  would  like  to  have 
some  explanation  as  to  why  the  particular 
Act  they  had  been  discussing  was  left 
i  \  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  Act  was 
somewhat  dilEerent  from  the  other  Acts  in 
the  Bill,  because  instead  of  continuing 
an  Act  of  Parliament  it  suspended  an 
Act,  namely,  the  Militia  Ballot  Act. 
He  would  like  to  hear  from  the  hon. 
Member  who  represented  the  War  Office 
what  was  the  exact  position  at  the 
present  time  with  regard  to  that  Act. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  said 
on  4th  June  of  last  year  that  the  Terri- 
torial Army  Bill  did  not  kill  the  Act 
legally,  so  far  as  the  Militia  continued 
to  exist,  but  the  Militia  in  its  present 
form  had  become  obsolete,  for  it  had  been 
abolished  by  the  Territorial  Army  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  representing  the  War 
Office  shook  his  head,  but  it  was  a  fact 
that,  except  as  regards  Ireland,  the 
Militia  was  abolished. 

Mr.  ACLAND  said  three  options  had 
been  given  to  the  Militia.  They  might 
oome  over  to  the  Special  Reserve,  they 
might  accept  their  dischprge,   or  they 


might  continue  as  Militia.  Seeing 
that  they  were  given  the  <  ption  of  con- 
tinuing as  Militia,  they  had  thought  it 
right  to  keep  that  Act  in  the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  B  ill.  Militiamen  could 
serve  out  their  term  cf  service  as  Militia- 
n-en,  and  that  being  the  case  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  withdraw  hia 
Amendment. 

Sir  SAMUEL  SCOTT  said  he  could 
quite  understand  the  reason  for  con- 
tinuing the  Act,  for  so  long  as  Militia 
continued  that  Act  ought  to  be  continued . 
He  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  luttrell  (Devonshire,  Tavis 
tock)  said  he  wished  to  move  an  An  end^ 
ment  providing  that  certain  powers  given 
to  the  Commissioners  under  the  Light 
Railways  Act  should  be  altereo.  He 
thought  those  provisions  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  expire,  for  he  would  remind 
the  Committee  that  when  in  1896  the 
Bill  passed  through  Committee  ihem 
was  a  majority  in  favour  in  not  allowing 
the  Lands  Clauses  to  apply  to  the  making 
of  light  railways.    This  was  altered  at  a^ 


Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1025 


Expiring  Laws 


{27  July  1908}  CorUinuance  BiU. 


1026 


later  stage,  and  consequently  the  Lands 
Clauses  were  now  incorporated.  The 
effect  of  this  was  that  under  the  Act 
they  had  to  pay  very  much  more 
for  land  which  was  wanted  for  rail- 
ways than  they  ought  to  pay.  If 
the  landlord  objected  to  the  railway 
coming  on  his  land,  he  was  under  that 
Act  able  to  get-  ik  much  higher  price  for 
his  land.  That  was  an  oMsouragement 
to  people  who  objected  to  railways  being 
made,  and  he  felt  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  encourage 
the  making  of  raUw%ys.  It  was  a  great 
hardship  on  the  public  that  they  should 
have  to  pay  very  much  more,  sometimes 
10  per  cent,  more,  than  the  value  of  the 
land. 

♦The  deputy-chairman  said  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  be  in  order  in 
seeking  to  amend  certain  clauses  of  the 
licht  Kailways  Act,  but  he  would  be  in 
order  in  moving  the  Amendment  which 
he  had  handed  in  to  leave  out  the  whole 
Bill. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  said  his  proposal  was 
to  leave  out  part  of  the  Bill. 

♦The  deputy-chairman  said  the 
Amendment  could  only  be  agaiost  the 
Bill  being  continued.  The  elimination 
of  the  references  to  the  Lands  Clauses 
Acts  would  involve  the  amendment  of 
several  sections. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  said  he  would  under 
those  circumstances  move  that  the  whole 
Bill  should  be  left  out. 

♦The  deputy-chairman  said  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  moved  to  leave  out 
the  whole  Bill  he  must  apply  himself  to 
the  whole  Bill  and  not  simply  to  the 
discussion  of  a  part  which  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  an  amending  Bill. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  said  he  objected  so 
strongly  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  that  he 
objected  to  the  whole  Bill. 

♦The  deputy-chairman  said  in 
that  case  the  hon.  Member  should  confine 
his  observations  t9  the  whole  Bill,  giving 
reasons  why  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
continued. 


Mr.  LUTTRELL  said  he  proposed  to 
deal  ¥rith  the  portion  which  he  had 
mentioned.  He  objected  to  the  whole 
Bill.  It  was  a  bad  Bill  because  it 
had  the  portion  which  he  referred  to  in 
it.  He  thought  he  was  in  order  in  saying 
that  it  was  a  bad  Bill,  that  a  Bill  that  had 
provisions  such  as  those  to  which  he  had 
alluded  which  made  it  possible  for  the 
public  to  pay  far  in  excess  of  the  land, 
must  be  a  bad  Bill.  He  therefore 
waziied  the  Bill  to  expire ;  and  another 
Bill  should  be  substituted  to  take  its 
place.  It  was  extremely  wrong  that  the 
public  shoiild  have  to  pay  far  more  than 
the  value  of  the  land. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  to  leave  out  lines  20  and  30."— 
{Mr.  LuUrtlU) 

Question  proposed,  *<That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  (A  the 
schedule." 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  the  point 
raised  by  his  hon.  friend  was,  he  gathered, 
that  he  objected  to  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure in  acquiring  land  under  that  Bill. 
In  the  case  of  land  the  provisions  of  the 
Lands  Clauses  Act  of  1845  were  apt)lied 
to  land  which  was  requiiced  for  light 
lailways.  There  was  some  force  in 
what  the  hon.  Member  had  said,  but 
he  could  only  inform  the  House  that 
the  Act  in  question  had  only  been 
in  operation  for  twelve  years,  and  the 
time  had  now  come  when  the  Government 
and  the  Department  responsible  for  the 
Act  would  have  to  deal  with  it  in  the 
light  of  experience  acquired.  He  would 
ask  his  hon.  friend  to  withdraw  \m 
Motion,  and  he  trusted  that  when  an 
opportunity  came  for  simplifying  the 
acquisition  of  land,  something  might  be 
done  to  meet  the  hon.  Member's  views. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  said  he  thanked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  what  he  had  said  and  readily 
withdrew  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury)  moved  to  omit  the  Motor  Car  Act  of 
1903.  He  did  not  propose  to  make  a  long 
speech  at  that  late  hour,  for  he  though': 
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it  would  be  admitted  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  the  present  state  of  the  law  as 
to  motor  cars  was  perfectly  inadequate 
both  in  town  and  country,  and  that  some 
alteration  was  therefore  most  necessary. 
He  need  not  go  into  the  intolerable  injury 
inflicted  on  people  both  in  town  and  in 
country,  but  ho  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  the  growing  sense 
of  injury  which  was  being  produced,  and 
to  appeal  to  the  Home  Secretary  and  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who,  he  thought,  were  both  in 
sympathy  to  do  something  to  improve 
the  present  state  of  afiairs.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  of  the  replies  of  either  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  very 
hopeful  that  anything  would  be  done, 
and  his  object  in  moving  the  omission  of 
the  Act  was  to  ascertain  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  as  to  future  legislation 
and  to  find  out,  if  possible,  in  what  way 
they  proposed  to  alter  the  law. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  out    line  13." — {Mr, 
Machameas, ) 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  said  he  desired  to 
second  the  proposal  of  his  hon. 
friend.  He  had  not  the  least  cause  to 
complain  of  the  action  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  in  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Act  while  he  had  been  in 
office.  But  the  Act  had  not  been  carried 
out  throughout  the  whole  country  as  it 
ought  to  have  been.  It  would  be 
very  much  better  if  the  Act  were 
repealed  and  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  compelled 
to  bring  forward  another  Act  dealing 
with  the  question  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity.  Those  hon.  Members  who 
were  in  the  House  in  1902  knew  perfectly 
well  that  the  Act  was  the  result  of  an 
arrangement  entered  into  by  general 
consent  by  a  compromise  on  both  sides. 
The  proposals  for  further  restrictions  were 
largely  supported  by  hon.  Members  now 
in  opposition,  but  then  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House.  So  far  as  they 
had  seen  the  working  of  the  Act  through- 
out the  country,  he  thought  they  would 
all,  including  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  be  prepared  to  admit 
that  it  was  an  absolute  failure.     He  did 

Mr,  Mackarness, 


not  know  whether  he  would  be  justified 
into  going  into  the  cause  of  the  failure, 
but  he  thought  a  large  section  of  the 
community  had  deliberately  set  itself 
against  obe^'ing  the  law  as  laid 
down  by  Parliament.  He  was  very  sure 
that  all  sections  of  the  House  would  agree 
that  the  present  state  of  affairs  imder 
which  the  law  was  broken  by  the  very 
persons  who  ought  to  obey  it,  many  of 
whom  were  themselves  law-makers,  could 
not  go  on.  Members  of  that  House  were 
the  very  persons  who  ought  to  be  most 
careful  to  set  the  example,  and  they 
ought  not  to  be  the  persons  to  break 
and  evade  the  Motor  Car  Act  as  they 
deliberately  set  out  to  do,  setting  on  one 
side  all  questions  of  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  It  would  be  difficult  at 
that  hour  of  the  morning  to  go  into  the 
many  defects  both  in  the  law  and  in  its 
administration.  After  the  very  satis- 
factory answer  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  given  them  the 
other  day  in  reference  to  that  Act,  be 
sincerely  trusted  that  very  soon  they 
might  see  a  better  state  of  things  arising. 
In  the  meantime,  he  was  sure  the  House 
could  not  do  better  than  enter  its 
vigorous  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  this  Act  had  been  deliberately  set 
aside  and  evaded.  It  was  in  the  hope 
that  that  protest  would  carry  due  weight 
that  he  seconded  the  Amendment  of  his 
hon.  friend. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  was  one  of  those 
very  Members  of  Parliament  of  whom  he 
had  been  speaking.  He  had  taken  the 
law  into  his  own  hand,  he  had  disobeyed 
the  law,  and  he  had,  he  imderstood,  also 
been  fined  for  exceeding  the  speed  limit. 
Hedidnotintendat  that  late  hour  to  speak 
at  any  length  on  that  subject,  but  if 
he  did  not  take  that  opportunity  of 
speaking  he  would  have  to  take  some 
other,  and  he  did  not  know  that  the 
next  case  would  be  any  earlier  than 
that.  When  the  Motor  Car  Act  of  1903 
was  introduced  they  had  a  specific 
pledge  that  that  Bill  should  be  in  opera- 
tion for  a  period  of  twelve  months  only, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  the  twelve  months 
it  should  come  up  for  revision.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  legislation  by  reference 
in  the  Act  of  1903,  but  the  law  was  quite 
clear  in  regard  to  the  nuisance  at  present 


Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1029 


Expiring  Laws 


{27  July  1908}  CofUinmnce  BUI. 


1050 


caused  by  motor  cars.  The  responsi-^ 
bility  was  to  a  very  large  extent  divided 
between  the  Home  Secretary  and  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  Home  Secretary  in  that 
House  in  answer  to  questions  constantly 
told  Members  that  those  questions  should 
be  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Grovernment  Board,  but  when 
they  put  them  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  he  told  them 
that  they  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Home  Secretary.  The  duties  of  the 
two  Departments  were  quite  clearly 
defined.  The  Act  said  that  the  speed 
of  motor 'buses  must  not  exceed  twelve 
miles  an  hour.  He  had  asked  questions 
about  that  in  the  House,  and  being 
unable  to  get  satisfaction  he  had  gone 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police 
and  asked  him  how  it  was  that  motor 
*buses  travelled  at  eighteen  miles  an  hour 
without  being  prosecuted. 

♦The  DEPUTY-CHAmMAN  asked, 
would  the  hon.  Member  say  which 
clause  he  was  referring  to? 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  he  was  referring 
to  the  whole  Act,  but  more  particularly 
to  Clause  7.  Subsection  4  of  Clause  7 
said  that  no  person  should  in  any  in- 
stance drive  a  motor  car  at  a  speed 
exceeding  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and 
contained  numerous  references  to  the 
Act  of  1861,  which  laid  down  the  speed 
of  motor  'buses  at  ten  miles  an  hour. 
As  the  Act  was  entirely  by  reference, 
he  felt  he  was  perfectly  in  order  in 
showing  that  it  had  not  been  obeyed, 
but  had  been  set  openly  at  defiance. 
If  ever  there  was  a  case  where  an  Act 
had  been  flouted  and  was  the  proper 
subject  for  discussion  it  was  there. 
The  speed  of  motor  'buses  was  twelve 
miles  an  hour.  That  had  been  laid 
down  by  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  his  regulations 
under  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  and 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  had 
informed  him  that  no  action  had  been 
taken  though  the  law  said  the  speed 
should  not  exceed  twelve  miles  an  hour, 
because  it  came  under  an  Act  of  1875 
under  which  no  locomotive  was  to 
exceed  twelve  miles  an  hour.  The  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  told  him  that 
certain  circumstances  made  it  necessary 


for  him  to  allow  four  miles  an  hour  over 
the  speed  laid  down  by  the  regulations. 
It  was  intolerable  that  when  that  House 
laid  down  that  the  speed  of  these  vehicles 
should  be  a  definite  one  not  exceeding 
twelve  miles  an  hour  the  Home  Office 
should  vary  that  speed.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  police  to  see  that  the  law 
was  enforced,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Home  Secretary  to  see  that  the 
Chief  of  the  Police  took  action.  Every 
street  in  the  Metropolis  was  filled  with 
the  stink  of  petrol. 

♦The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Motor  Car 
Act. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  he  felt  it  had. 

*The  chairman  said  that  griev- 
ances with  regard  to  the  administration 
of  the  Motor  Car  Act  could  not  be 
discussed 

Mr.  MARKHAM  pointed  out  that 
the  Act  provided  that  regulations  should 
be  laid  down  by  the  Department;  he 
had  not  the  reference  there,  but  he 
would  find  it;  it  was  in  Clause  12, 
which  defined  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should  have  power  to 
make  regulations  imder  any  section  for 
dealing  with  motor  cars  on  the 
highways.  He  was  sorry  the  Deputy- 
Chairman  was  restricting  him.  If  he 
had  known  that  a  point  was  to  be  raised 
in  that  way  by  the  Chairman,  he  would 
have  had  all  the  Acts  mentioned  in  the 
Motor  Car  Act  and  given  each  one  of 
them. 

♦tHE  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  the 
hon.  Member  could  not  go  over  the  terms 
of  the  Act;  he  could  only  tell  the  Com- 
mittee in  genera]  terms  the  reasons  why  he 
thought  the  Act  should  not  be  renewed. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  the  Act  of  1903 
was  a  dead  letter,  so  far  as  its  operation 
was  concerned.  Was  not  that  a  proble- 
matic discussion  on  the  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill  ? 

♦The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  spoke  in  general  terms 
that  was  a  very  different  thing  from 
giving  every  jectjjon.^of  tl^e^yarious  Acts. 
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The  hon.  Member  would  be  perfectly  in 
order  in  giving  general  ^unds  why  the 
Act  should  not  be  renewed. 


Mb.  MARKHAM  said  that  his  general 
statements  were  that  motor  cars  were 
an  intolerable  nuisance.    They  were  for 
the   pleasure  of  the  rich.    They  were 
run  by  speculative  companies  and  no 
regard  was  paid  to  the  protection  of  the 
public.    That  BiD  had  done  a  tremendous 
amount  of  harm  if  people  only  knew  it. 
Many    motorists    showed     an     utterly 
callous  disregard  for  the  rights  of  their 
fellow  citizens.    They  had  only  to  go 
to  the  Great  North  Road  to  see  that. 
Those  cads  on  wheels  went  by  making 
life   intolerable   for  the    people   in   the 
district,   and  though  there  were  many 
motorists    who    acted    in    a    moderate 
manner,  a  great  many  men  seemed  to 
lose  all  sense  of  right  or  wrong  when 
they  got  into  a  motor  car.     Even  the 
hon.  Member  for  Orkney  and  Shetland 
when  he  got  into  a  motor  car  broke 
the  law.    He  said  in  all  sincerity  that  that 
was  a  question  which  must  be  dealt  with. 
It  was  necessary  not  only  in  London, 
but  throughout  the  country  that  the  law 
should  be  altered   and  people   suitably 
punished  who  put  it   at   defiance.    He 
might    tell    the    Committee    that     the 
present    Motor  Car  Act  was  openly  set 
at  defiance  day  after  day  with  the  greatest 
impunity,  and  he  thought  it  was  some- 
thing like  a  farce  that  they  should  have 
an  Act  on  the  Statute-book  which  was 
openly  disregarded  by  every  motorist. 
He  did  not  believe  that  there    was  a 
single  owner  of  a  motor  car  who  did  not 
opwJy  disobey  the   law  every  time  he 
went  out.    When  he  himself  took  his 
car  out,  he  openly  disobeyed  the  law, 
and  he  did  not  thiiak  that  in  this  respect 
he  was  a  bit  worse  than  anyone  else. 
He  had  found  that  it  was  possible  to 
drive   motor   cars   down  the   street  in 
which  he  lived  at  a  speed  of  thirty  miles 
an  hour,  and  he  had  regularly  broken 
the  law  by  following  them  to  find  out 
at  what  speed  they  were  going.     The 
law    was   openly   flouted    and   he   had 
broken  it  himself  in  order  to  show  that 
this  was  done.     The  time  had  arrived 
when  steps  should  be  taken  to  put  the 
law    into    effective    operation.     If    the 
President    of    the    liocai    Oovemment 
Board  did  not  introduce  next  session  a 
Mr.  Caldwell. 
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Bill  dealing  with  this  question  he  would 
find  that  the  people  of  the  country 
would  give  a  very  strong  expression  of 
their  intention  not  to  sit  quietly  down 
and  allow  motor  cars  to  be  driven  at 
any  speed  which  the  owners  liked  to  the 
imminent  danger  of  other  people  using 
the  highway. 


Mr.  JOHN  BITRNS  said  he  was  not 
a  motorist,  he  had  not  been  apprehended 
for  driving  at  forty  miles  an  hour,  and 
he    sincerely    regretted    that    his    hon. 
friend  who  had  just  spoken  should  have 
set  such  a   bad  example   by   showing 
how  easy  it  was  to  break  the  law.    As 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  that 
he  had  driven  at  the  speed  of  thirty 
miles  an  hour  to  find  out  if  other  motorists 
were  breaking  the  law,  he  (Mr.  Bums) 
had  no   guarantee  that  all   the   other 
transgressors  had  not  been  doing  precisely 
the  same  thing,  and  perhaps  they  might 
urge  with  more  plausible  reasons.    He 
sincerely  hoped  that  the  hon.  Menaber 
would  discontinue   that  rather   vicious 
practice  and  return  to  the  ways  of  the 
law-abiding  motorist.    He  had  risen  as 
one  of  the  Ministers  responsible  for  the 
administration   of  the   Motor   Car  Act 
to  reply  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Newbury 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Orkney  and 
Shetland.      The     hon.    Member    below 
the  gangway    said    that     the    country 
would    be    much    better    without    the 
Act  than   with  it.     He  would   remind 
the  hon.  Member,  however,  that  if  they 
were  to  carry  out  that  night  the  object 
he  had  in  view,  and  were  to  discontinue 
this  particular  Act,   the  registration  of 
cars  would  be  impossible,  the  licensing  of 
drivers  would  be  discontinued,  the  twenty- 
mile    an     hour    speed-limit   would  be 
abolished,  and  reckless  driving  would  not 
be  punishable  either  by  a  penalty  or  in 
serious  cases  by  imprisonment.   The  result 
would  be  that  they  would  be  in  a  worse 
condition  than  before.    He  could  not  too 
strongly  impress  upon  the  Committee  that 
if  this  particular  Act  were  repealed  things 
would  go  from  bad  to  worse.    What  he 
suggested  was  that  they  should  continue 
this  Act  and  make  the  best  posible  use 
of  it  until  such  time  as  they  could  seriously 
consider  the  existing  legislation  with  » 
view  to  its  proper  innendment.     If  ^^ 
Motion  were  carried,  motor  cars  wouW 
still  be  used,  but  there  would  be  no  bmit 
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to  speed,  no  registration,  no  licences, 
•and  penalties  would  be  lessened.  He 
-would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  under  Section  1  if  any  person  drove 
A  motor  car  on  the  public  highway 
Tecklessly  or  negligently,  or  at  a  speed 
or  in  a  manner  dangerous  to  the  public, 
having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  that  person  was  guilty  of  an 
offence  imder  the  Act.  The  point  he 
wished  to  make  was  that  in  that  section 
there  was  no  qualifying  condition  as  to 
"twenty,  ten,  five,  or  even  two  miles  an 
hour.  If  on  the  evidence  produced  and 
facts  shown  a  man  was  found  to  have 
l>een  driving  even  at  a  mile  an  hour  in 
a  crowded  place,"  and  it  was  proved  that 
he  did  it  negligently,  that  man  was 
liable  to  a  fine,  and  in  certain  circum- 
.stances  to  imprisonment.  If  this  Motion 
^as  carried.  Clause  1  and  the  rest  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Motor  Car  Act  would 
T)e  repealed,  and  their  condition  in  the 
last  case  would  be  worse  than  in  the 
first.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mdnsfield 
liad  said  that  practically  nothiug  had 
1)een  done.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  that  was  not  so.  If  he 
looked  at  the  number  of  summonses 
imd  the  number  of  convictions  he  would 
find  that  as  each  quarter  went  on,  the 
number  of  people  who  were  summoned, 
the  number  of  people  who  were  fined, 
-and  the  number  of  people  who  were 
convicted  in  the  later  quarters  was 
immensely  larger  than  in  the  preceding 
•quarters.  He  was  very  glad  to  say 
that  the  police  imiversally  now  were 
(realising  their  responsibiUty  in  this 
matter,  and  that  magistrates  also  were 
beginning  to  recognise  that  roads  were 
intended  for  other  people  besides  those 
who  possessed  motor  cars.  Also,  he 
believed,  that  at  last  the  local  authorities 
whose  duty  it  was  to  administer  this 
Act,  were  becoming  really  alive  to  their 
Tesponsibility  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
He  had  already  in  answer  to  Questions 
in  the  House  given  some  details  as  to 
the  number  of  local  authorities  who 
liad  approached  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  matter,  and  he  could  only 
:say  that  he  was  losing  no  opportunity 
of  impressing  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  discharging  their  duties  to  the  full. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  anxious 
to     put     the     responsibility      on     the 


Home  Office,  and  the  Home  Office  had 
an  opportunity  of  evading  responsibility 
in  the  matter.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  was  not  so.  His  right 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  and 
himself  had  had  frequent  consultations 
on  the  matter,  and  thejr  were  prepared 
heartily  to  co-operate  in  order  to  make 
the  legislation  they  had  at  present  r.s 
effective  as  possible.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary in  his  Department  and  he  himself  n.t 
the  Local  Government  Board  were  tighten- 
ing up  the  restrictions  in  order  to  make  the 
legislation  more  severe  than  it  had  been. 
As  regards  the  Local  Government  Board 
he  might  say  that  during  the  two  and  a 
half  years  during  which  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  holding  his  present  office,  they 
had  had  forty  applications  only  from  local 
authorities  for  the  prohibition  or  reduc- 
tion of  the  speed  limit,  and  in  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  those  cases  he 
had  been  glad  to  consider  the  reduction 
of  speed  asked  for.  In  one  case  he  had 
actually  prohibited  the  use  of  motors 
altogether,  namely,  between  Kingston 
Brii^e  and  Hampton  Court  Bridge. 
Generally  speaking,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  granted  the  applications, 
as  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  out  of  the 
forty  they  had  refused  only  four.  He 
realised  as  fully  as  anyone  could  do  that 
there  was  still  a  large  number  of  motor 
drivers  who  used  the  roads  for  road 
racing  and  other  purposes,  that  made 
the  traffic  dangerous  to  the  public.  He 
fully  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  that  it 
was  desirable  that  the  laws  for  the 
protection  of  innocent  people  should  not 
be  evaded.  There  were  a  number  of 
people  using  motors  with  whom  they  had 
yet  to  deal,  and  he  was  anxious,  as  soon 
as  he  could  do  it,  further  to  remedy 
matters.  He  intended  to  issue  a  circular 
to  the  local  authorities  setting  before 
them  their  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities 
under  this  particular  Act  with  a  view  to 
securing  from  the  local  authorities  a  more 
vigorous  supervision  over  those  men  who 
drove  beyond  the  maximum  speed  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour.  There  was,  he 
would  point  out,  an  aspect  of  this  question 
which  thej  must  consider  in  relation  to 
any  restrictive  legislation  that  might  be 
passed.  He  had,  as  an  engineer,  some 
knowledge  with  reference  to  the  manu- 
facture of  motor  cars,  and  he  might  say 
that  whereas  eight  Tears  ago4;hMi  country 
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made  £70,000  worth  of  motor  care,  this 
year  we  had  made  £7,000,000  worth  of 
motor  cars. 

Me.  MARKHAM  :  Does  that  justify 
the  killing  of  children  and  the  rmming 
down  of  pedestrians  generally  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  in  no  sense  was 
he  defending  the  recklessness  of  motorists 
on  the  road  when  driving  at  five,  twenty, 
or  thirty  miles  an  hour.    On  the  contrary, 
he  deprecated  as  strongly  as  he  could 
the  driving  of  cars  at  these  high  speeds. 
What  he  wanted  to  point  out  as  the 
Minister  at  the  head  of  the  Department 
curiously  enough  responsible  for  motor 
cars,  as  well  as  responsible  for  dealing 
with  the  question  of  unemployment,  was 
that  eight  years  ago  we  made  only  £70,000 
worth  of  cars  as  compared  with  £7,000,000 
worth  to-day.    We  had  displaced  America 
from  the  third  place,  Germany  from  the 
second  place,  and  we  were  now  in  the 
nmning  with  France  for  the  supremacy 
of  the  industrial  nations  as  regards  the 
output  and  manufacture  of  motor  cars. 
What  we  would  like  to  see  was  that, 
consistent  with  maintaining  that  trade 
and  supremacy  which  he  hoped  the  old 
coimtry  would  always  have  in  the  arts 
mechanical  and  peaceful,  we  should  be 
able  to  keep  the  roads  of  our  country  ir 
order  and  put  "  the  motor  cad  "  in  his 
proper  place,  which,  in  many  cases,  ought 
to  be  in  prison  as  a  reward  for  his  scan- 
dalous conduct  in  recklessly  risking  killing 
his  fellow  people.     In  so  far  as  they  had 
been  able,  his    right    hon.   friend    the 
Home  Secretary  and  himself  had  done 
their    duty    cautiously    yet    boldly    in 
endeavouring    to    suppress    the    motor 
nuisance.     He  must  say  this  of  the  local 
authorities,    that    unless    they    showed 
greater  enthusiasm  in  enforcing  the  law 
within  their  province,  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  would  have  to  take  more 
serious  steps.  The  hon.  Member  had  com- 
plained of  motor  'buses  in  London,  and 
expressed  regret  that  the  Home  Office 
had  not  taken  more  serious  steps  in  order 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  nuisance  they  caused. 
He  would  remind  the  hon.  Member  how- 
ever that   for  four  years  the   London 
County  Council  had  not  made  a  single 
representation  to  the  Home  Office  or  the 
Local   Government    Board   for   the   re- 
striction, reduction,  or  regulation  of  the 

Mr.  John  Bums. 


speed  of  motor  'buses.  The  City  Corpora* 
tion,  which  was  also  an  authority  in 
London,  had  not  made  representations- 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
nearly  four  years.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  motor  omnibuses  they  now 
had  a  maximum  of  twelve  miles,  and  he- 
believed  his  right  hon.  friend  was  con- 
sidering the  question  as  to  whether  that 
maximum  should  not  be  reduced  to  a. 
lower  figure.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  petrol  the  streets  did  not  bear  witnesa 
to  the  use  of  petrol  and  the  dropping  of 
grease  and  lubricants  to-day  as  they  did 
six  or  twelve  months  ago.  Manufacturers 
saw  that  it  was  wasteful  to  waste  grease 
and  petrol  in  that  way  and  car  makers^ 
were  correcting  their  mistakes.  If  th& 
local  authorities  did  not  do  their  duty 
after  his  Circular  the  Local  Government- 
Board  would  have  to  consider  the  question 
whether  there  should  not  be  further 
legislation.  They  could  not  have  a  Motor 
Car  Act  Amendment  Bill  this  year,  and 
the  passing  of  the  r  resent  Motion  would 
simply  render  the  situation  more  intoler- 
able to  those  who  did  not  use  motor  cars.. 
He  appealed  to  his  hon.  friend  not  to  press- 
the  Motion,  but  to  rest  assured  that  so- 
far  as  a  non-motoring  President  could 
keep  these  people  in  order  and  defend  the 
public  it  would  be  done. 

Mr.  GATHCART  WASON  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Amendment  would 
be  withdrawn  after  the  speech  to  which 
they  had  listened,  but  he  could  not 
allow  the  remarks  which  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  had  made  with  regard  to- 
local  authorities  to  pass  unchallenged. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to 
consider  that  local  authorities  had  been 
much  to  blame  and  had  been  slack  in 
this  matter.  He  must  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  before  the  right  hon. 
Grentleraan  came  into  office  there  was  a. 
circular  issued  by  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  informing  local  authorities- 
that  there  was  no  need  for  their  applying: 
for  any  speed  limit  because  no  applica 
tion  would  be  received  with  favour  by 
the  Board. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNSJsaid  the  only 
Circular  he  had  issued  was  a  Circular 
urging  that  the  comers  of  roads  and 
hedges  should  be  seen  to  with  a  view 
to  minimising  the  risk  of  accident,  and 
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that  this  should  be  done  in  co-operation 
with  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WA80N  said  that 
the  Circular  to  which  he  referred  was 
issued  prior  to  the  right  hoh.  Gentle- 
man coming  into  office,  and  that  was 
one  reason  why  the  local  authorities 
had  not  till  now  taken  action.  They 
had  had  a  great  grievance  against  the 
Motor  Car  Act  from  the  time  of  its  incep- 
tion. It  had  not  fulfilled  anything  like 
what  was  expected  of  it.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  error 
in  what  he  said  about  Clause  1.  The 
effect  of  its  deletion  would  simply  be 
to  go  back  to  the  common  law  of  the 
country.  He  congratulated  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  G<>vernment  Board  on 
his  speech  and  upon  the  Circular  to 
which  he  had  alluded  as  being  one 
which  he  intended  to  issue. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  said  he  had  moved 
the  Amendment  with  the  object  of 
getting  a  declaration,  and  he  thought 
after  the  declaration  he  had  got  that 
the  present  state  of  the  law  was  unsatis- 
factory he  did  not  require  to  press  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  moved 
to  omit  the  Unemployed  Workmen's  Act 
from  the  schedule.  He  felt  he  ought  to 
apologise  to  the  House  for  raising  such 
an  important  subject  at  that  hour  of  the 
morning,  but  that  was  the  fault  of  the 
Government  and  not  his.  The  Labour 
Party  did  not  intend  to  pass  unchallenged 
any  reference  to  the  Unemployed  Work- 
men's Act  so  long  as  the  Government 
remained  inactive  on  the  subject  as  it 
had  been  since  it  came  into  office.  He 
did  not  desire  to  go  outside  the  scope 
and  Hberty  which  a  Member  was  allowed 
in  the  discussion  of  that  Bill.  If  they 
turned  to  the  third  subsection  of  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  Bill  they  would  see  that 
the  whole  administration  of  the  Act  was 
handed  over  to  the  Jjocal  Government 
Board,  and  that  secondly,  the  Act 
being  nothing  but  an  administrative 
measure,  it  was  absolutely  impossible 
to  discuss  whether  it  should  or  should 
not  remain  on  the  Statute-book  with- 
out   referring    to    some    extent    to    the 


way  in  which  the  administration  of  the 
section,  which  was  the  main  section  of 
the  Act,  had  been  carried  outi  They  had 
heard  several  times  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  do  nothing  with  the  Act 
until  a  certain  Commission  had  reported, 
and  therefore  the  Act  which  automati- 
cally expired  this  year  must  find  a  place 
in  that  Bill.  Nevertheless  the  Govern- 
ment had  legislated  on  old-age  pensions, 
which  was  a  subject  much  more  germane 
to  the  scope  of  the  reference  to  the  Poor 
Law  Conmiission.  Surely  in  that  case 
the  (jovemment  could  not  think  that  that 
was  an  adequate  reason  why  they  should 
refuse  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  un- 
employment. The  problem  of  unem- 
ployment had  less  to  do  with  the  Poor 
Law  than  old-age  pensions.  But  that 
was  not  the  only  reason  they  had  against 
the  Government  for  refusing  to  legislate 
further.  The  Government  themselve 
proposed  in  1906  legislation  on  the  sul>» 
ject  and  the  Poor  Law  Commission  was 
then  sitting.  The  Government  had  not 
yet  explained  how  it  came  that  in  the 
King's  Speech  of  1906  they  proposed  to^ 
legislate  for  the  unemployed,  and  in 
1908  said  they  could  not  legislate  because 
:^he  Poor  Law  Commisson  was    sitting. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is  not  in  order 
to  discuss  upon  the  question  whether 
this  particular  Bill  should  be  left  out 
or  not  pledges  which  the  Government 
have  given  with  regard. to  legislation. 
The  only  question  wMch  can  be  raised  is 
whether  or  not  this  Act  or  some  specific 
portion  of  the  Act  should  be  left  out. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  he 
had  no  intention  whatever  of  going  out- 
side the  scope  of  the  subject,  but  the 
point  was  that  the  Government  gave 
that  as  a  reason  why  the  Bill  should  be 
included  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill  and  not  made  a  subject  of 
fresh  legislation.  He  had  said  all  he 
wanted  to  say  upon  that  point.  What 
they  had  to  deal  with  was  that  the  present 
position  should  not  be  continued.  There 
were  a  great  many  reasons  for  that,  and 
he  regretted  exceedingly  that  it  was- 
at  twenty-five  minutes  past  two  in  the 
morning  that  they  were  asked  to  discuss 
them.  He  could  not,  therefore,  go  over  all 
those  reasons,  but  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  go  into  th^m  to^ijaf(5gfgt. 
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*The  Liberal  Party  might  not  consider  it 
necessary,  but  the  I^boar  Party  con- 
sidered it  was,  and  that  settled  the 
matter  so  far  as  they  were  concerned.  It 
would  be  quite  justifiable  even  at  that 
hour  to  go  over  all  the  reasons,  but  he  did 
not  propose  to  do  it.  There  were,  however, 
one  or  two  reasons  which  must  be  dealt 
with.  First  of  all,  in  the  working  out  of 
that  Act  they  had  experienced  that 
it  did  not  impose  upon  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  the  necessity  of  being 
positive  in  its  suggestions.  The  Act  in 
its  present  form  did  not  imply  more  than 
that  local  distress  committees  might 
present  to  the  Local  Oovemment  Board 
a  scheme  for  work.  All  the  Local 
Gk)vemment  Board  needed  to  do  under 
-the  Act  was  to  say  that  the  scheme  could 
not  be  accepted  by  them,  and  the  Local 
(Jovernment  Board  having  come  to  that 
decision,  all  the  efforts  of  the  Local 
*' Distress  Committee  to  put  the  Act  into 
•operation  came  to  an  end.  They  found 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  worked 
this  subsection  which  was  the  most 
important  section  of  the  Act  in  a  strange 
way.  There  was  a  women's  work 
•committee  in  London.  The  Local  Gov- 
ei^nment  Board  sent  samples  of  their 
work  to  an  expert.  The  expert  was  of 
the  character  who  did  not  know  the 
difference  between  flannel  and  flannelette. 
He  actually  assumed  that  certain  work 
.supposed  to  have  been  done  in  flannelette 
was  in  that  material  when  it  actually 
was  in  flannel.  Moreover,  the  Board  and 
its  expert  did  not  seem  to  know 
the  difference  between  2s.  lid.  and  28.  Id. 
In  answer  to  a  Question  he  put  that  day 
as  to  certain  prices  quoted  by  this 
^expert  a  price  28.  lid.  was  given  when  it 
should  have  been  28.  Id.,  and  the 
difference  which  the  expert  tried  to 
make  out  for  the  purpose  of  discrediting 
the  work  of  the  women's  committee  was 
altogether  false.  He  did  not  propose  to 
elaborate  that  point.  He  was  speaking 
st  a  late  hour. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  reaUy  must 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Member  to  apply 
himself  to  the  Amendment.  This  is  all 
<$riticism  of  the  administration.  So  far 
the  hon.  Member  has  not  really  applied 
himself  to  the  question  whether  the  Bill 
^should  stand  part  of  the  Schedule  or  not. 
Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonold. 


*Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  he 
did  not  desire  to  go  beyond  his  privileges. 
If  they  turned  to  Section  4  of  the  Act 
they  would  see  that  that  section  was  the 
most  important  section  and  that  once 
they  pa^^  it  they  gave  the  whole  Act 
away.  It  began  with  a  statement  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  mi|^t 
make  regulations  for  canying  into  effect 
the  Act.  That  was  the  whole  point, 
that  was  what  he  was  criticising. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
desires  to  omit  the  Act  from  the  Schedule. 
The  whole  Act  must  go  if  the  Amendment 
he  moves  is  carried.  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  competent  in  regard  to  this  Bill 
under  our  rules  of  order  to  discuss  the 
Bill  in  detail,  and  particularly  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  can  state  reasons  against  the 
Bill  as  a  whole  and  as  to  why  he  desires 
it  should  be  left  out.  He  can  say  the 
administration  is  so  bad  that  the  Bill  is 
utterly  worthless  and  he  desires  it 
accordingly  to  be  left  out,  but  he  cannot 
go  into  the  question  of  administration  in 
detail. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  the 
point  he  wished  to  make  was  that  the 
Act  contained  provisions  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  might  make  regula- 
tions, and  he  wished  to  show  that  Section 
3  of  Clause  4  was  being  put  into  operation 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  Act  of  no 
effect  in  dealing  with  the  problem.  For 
that  reason  he  was  moving  the  deletion 
of  the  Act  from  the  Schedule. 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN  said  that  any  criti- 
cisms of  the  administration  of  the  Act 
ought  to  be  taken  oa  the  Vote  for  the 
President's  salary. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  that 
he  would  not  press  the  point.  There 
was  another  reason,  however,  for  his 
objection.  There  was  a  provision  in 
the  Act  which,  wh  le  it  remained  part 
of  the  law  and  was  carried  into  effect, 
really  meant  that  any  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  unemployed  by  that  Act  was 
impossible.  The  conclusion  he  had  come 
to,  therefore,  was  that  the  Act  had 
better  go  altogether.  The  Act  gave 
distress  committees  power^^Oviegister  the 
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-unemployed,  but  did  not  impose  on  dis- 
tress comnuttees  the  duty  of  finding  work 
ioi  registered  persons.  The  three  years 
experiment  which  they  had  of  the  treat- 
Tnent  of  the  unemployed  problem  under 
that  Act  had  shown  that  anything  which 
"did  not  impose  on  distress  committees 
the  responsibility  for  finding  work  for 
the  people  they  put  on  the  register,  must 
be  a  failure.  They  found,  as  a  matter 
of  experience,  that  only  about  thirty-six 
out  of  every  sixty  persons  registered  by 
the  distress  committees  had  work  found 
ior  them  by  the  distress  committees,  and 
that  proportion  was  being  diminished 
xather  than  increased.  It  was  perfectly 
true  that  it  was  better  than  nothing,  bub 
thirty-six  from  sixty  left  a  very  large 
number  for  whom  nothing  was  done,  and 
they  were  not  going  to  be  content  with 
that.  When  after  three  years  experience 
it  was  shown  they  only  found  work 
ior  thirty-six  out  of  every  sixty  people 
registered  they  were  not  going  to  stand 
by  when  the  Government  told  them  that 
the  only  treatment  for  that  Act  was  to 
put  it  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
Bill.  This  winter  we  are  going  to  have 
more  distress  than  ever.  The  President 
of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  and  his 
colleague,  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
West  Ham,  had  both  confessed  that  the 
distress  conamittees  created  by  Clause  1 
of  the  Act  had  broken  down.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  West  Ham  had  said 
so  in  a  previous  debate  this  session,  and 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
-Board  had  made  a  similar  statement 
last  session.  The  distress  committees 
<;reated  by  Clause  1,  according  to  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  colleague, 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  West  Ham, 
had  broken  down,  and  yet  the  proposal 
was  to  give  these  distress  committees 
another  twelve  months,  to  show  that 
they  still  remained  of  very  little  use. 
That  was  the  only  contribution  the 
Oovemment  could  make  to  the  imem- 
ployed  problem  for  the  next  twelve 
months.  If  the  rules  of  the  House  had 
allowed  it  they  would  not  have  put  down 
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an  Amendment  for  the  omission  of  this 
Act  for  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
Bill.  The  rules  of  the  House,  however, 
had  compelled  them  to  do  so  if  they  were 
to  speak  at  all  about  the  Act  and  make 
their  protest.  If  they  could  have  moved 
an  Amendment  to  the  Act  they  would 
have  done  so.  The  House  knew  that 
perfectly  well,  and  it  was  only  by  putting 
down  the  Amendment  which  was  in  his 
name  were  they  able  to  make  the  protest 
which  they  desired  to  make. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  lines  41  and  42." — 
{Mr,  Ramsay  Macdonald), 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

schedule." 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  would 
have  the  courage  of  his  convictions  and 
^arry  his  Amendment  to  a  division. 
If  he  did  so  he  would  promise  to  vote 
for  him.  He  did  not  think  there  had 
been  a  motion  made  which  might  be 
more  useful  than  that.  The  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  proved 
himself  a  true  prophet  when  that  Act 
was  introduced.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  Act  had  done  nothing  vital  or 
fundamental  to  assist  the  problem  of 
dealing  with  the  unemployed,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  willingly  vote  for  its 
removal  from  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill.  A  distinguished  Member 
of  the  House  had  told  him  that  the 
distress  committee  of  the  constituency 
which  he  represented  had  complained 
that  they  could  get  no  money  under 
the  Act,  and  had  asked  him  to  exert 
his  influence  to  secure  that  there  should 
be  a  proper  distribution  of  the  money. 
He  had  written  for  particulars,  and 
had  said  that  if  they  would  make  a  case 
out  he  would  do  his  best  for  them* 
Their  reply  was  that  they  had  no 
unemployed  register,  that  they  had  no 
certainty  that  they  would  get  any 
money,    but   thatDigilzeH^®®l^^*s^^® 
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them    they  would  get  the  money,  they 
would  provide  the  imemployed. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  sincerely  trusted 
the  House  would  not  accept  the 
motion  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Member  for  Leices- 
ter. There  were  several  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  accepted.  He  did  not 
intend  to  go  into  the  criticism  of  the 
administration  of  the  Act  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  made,  for  that  could 
be  better  dealt  with  when  the  Local 
(Jovernment  Board  Estimates  came  on 
later  in  the  week.  When  they  did  como 
on  he  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  correcting  in  the  most  courteous  and 
frank  way  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  respon- 
sible for  certain  defects  in  the  Act.  He 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
statement  was  not  true.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
would,  when  those  Estimates  came  up, 
repeat  his  statements.  In  the  case  of 
tubmen's  workrooms 

*The  CHAmMAN  said  he  must  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  keep  to  the 
Amendment  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  had  availed  himself 
of  the  opportimity  which  he  had  had 
to  make  statements  which  he  did  not 
think  he  would  attempt  to  sustain, 
but  he  would  reserve  his  opportunity 
of  replying  to  the  hon.  Member.  He 
willingly  accepted  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  really 
thought  it  better  that  this  Act  should 
go  altogether.  If  the  Motion  were  carried 
and  the  Act  were  to  go,  the  £200,000  grant 
would  disappear.  The  hon.  Member 
could  rely  on  it  that  if  the  Act  were 
repealed  the  grant  of  money  which 
the  Government  substituted  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Act  would  undoubtedly 
not  be  made,  for  they  would  not  feel 

Mr.  Maddison. 
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justified  with  the  Unemployed  Act  re- 
moved from  the  Statute-Book  and  witL 
the  disappearance  of  all  the  regulations 
under  which  the  £200,000  could  be 
spent,  in  continuing  the  grant  of  money- 
He  did  not  share  tlie  rather  gloomy 
view  of  the  writer  of  a  letter  in  that 
day's  Times  that  next  winter  was  going 
to  see  distress  of  an  unparelleled  char- 
acter. There  were  many  people  who- 
took  the  contrary  view,  and  he  at  least 
believed  that  whatever  distress  there 
was  next  year  they  would  be  able 
to  cope  with  it,  and  that  they  would 
be  able  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
distress  committees.  In  regard  to  the 
distress  committees  which  applied  to* 
them  for  money,  money  was  ready  for 
them,  and  in  nearly  every  case  thev 
were  able  to  leave  them  in  the  hope  of 
having  a  balance  in  hand.  If  this. 
Motion  was  carried  the  unemployed 
in  thirty  or  forty  districts  would  have 
no  reason  to  thank  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester  for  the  plight  in  which  they 
would  find  themselves.  It  was  because 
he  would  have  the  duty  of  distributing 
this  £200,000,  and  because  he  believed 
they  had  a  right  to  spend  that  money 
till  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Poor  Law  was  presented,  that  he 
appealed  to  all  sections  of  the  House, 
particularly  to  the  Labour  Members^ 
not  to  support  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  in  the  Motion  which  he  had 
made.  In  taking  the  line  he  had  taken 
that  night  he  was  taking  the  same 
line  as  two  and  a  half  years  ago^ 
when  he  said  that  the  Grovemment  did 
not  intend  to  amend  that  Act,  but  to 
provide  £200,000  in  order  to  work  the 
Act,  until  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Poor  Law  Reform  was 
received.  That  Commission  was  within 
a  measurable  distance  of  reporting^ 
They  wanted  more  scientific  action  than 
that  Act  enabled  them  to  have. 

♦The   chairman  pointed  out  that 
that  had  nothing  to  dp  with  the  Bill. 
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Mb.  JOHN  BURNS  said  he  presumed 
that  on  Wednesday  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  Vote  would  be  challenged 
and  he  would  then  have  an  apportunity 
of  speaking  on  the  subject.  He  asked 
the  House  not  to  accept  the  Motion, 
for  if  it  was  carried  it  would  be  one  of 
the  most  serious  blows  they  could 
possibly  have,  and  would  greatly  hinder 
them  in  dealing  with  the  unemployed 
problem. 

♦Mr.      KEIR     HARDIE      (Mirthyr 
Tvdvil)  said    the    argument    had  been 
used    against    the    Motion    that  if  the 
Act  were  not    renewed    the    grant    of 
£200,000  would  have  to  be  withdrawn. 
This    would    not  be   the   case.     Before 
that  Act  was  passed,  borough  councils, 
and    other    similar    organisations,    felt 
the    obligation    which    was    theirs,    to 
make    provision    for    the    unemployed. 
The  Act  had  done  two  things.  It  had  dried 
up  to  a  large  extent  the  founts  of  charity 
irom  which  funds  used  to  be  forthcoming 
to  make  provision  for  the  unemployed. 
Those  of  the  Labour  Party  who  supported 
the    Act   during    its    passage    through 
Parliament   saw   these    things    coming, 
and  supported  it  only  as  a  first  step 
towards    the    State    making    adequate 
provision     for     the     unemployed.     The 
-complaint  of  the  Labour  Party  was  that 
the  Act  had  only  made  matters  worse* 
and  they  contended  that  in  these  cir- 
cumstances it  would   be  better  that  it 
8  lould  drop,  so  that  the  old  authorities 
who  formerly  dealt  with  the  unemployed 
should  have  the  responsibility  placed  upon 
them    of    again    taking   over  the  duty. 
One  other  reason  why  he  supported  the 
Motion  was  because  the  Act  created  false 
hopes.    The  fact  that  the  Act  had  been 
placed  upon  the  Statute-book  created  an 
expectation    which    its    machinery    had 
heen    totally    unable     to    realise.     He 
hoped  that  the  optimism  of  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  was  justified,  but  so  far 
as  he  could  see  at  the  preset  time,  not 
only  from  letters  in  the  Press,  but  also  from 
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the  Board  of  Trade  Returns,  and  from 
speeches  by  the  heads  of  great  commercial 
firms,  the  comyig  winter  promised  to 
be  one  of  exceptional  trade  severity. 
The  Government  knew  that  this  might 
be  the  case,  and  there  was  reason  to 
complain  that  they  had  done  nothing 
to  meet  the  situation  by  way  of  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  to  amend  the  Unemployed 
Workmen  Act.  What  he  feared  was 
that  if  the  Act  was  allowed  to  remain 
on  the  Statute-book  with  all  its  costly 
machinery — machinery  that  went  on 
creating  offices  and  paying  out  money 
for  officials  without  doing  anything 
really  effective  for  the  unemployed — it 
would  have  the  effect  of  aggravating 
the  problem  during  the  coming  winter. 
He  said  honestly  that  he  would  a  thousand 
times  rather  face  the  approaching  un- 
employed question  without  this  Act 
than  with  it.  Therefore,  if  his  hon. 
friend  went  to  a  division  on  the  matter 
he  should  certainly  go  into  the  lobby 
with  him,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  realise  that  the  Labour  Party 
were  registering  their  protest  that  night 
in  the  only  way  they  could  do,  against 
the  Government  for  not  introducing 
fresh  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to  sympa- 
thise with  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
proposer  of  the  Motion,  though  he  did 
not  in  the  least  sympathise  with  the 
Motion  itself.  It  was  impossible  to 
contemplate  what  had  been  going  on 
with  regard  to  this  matter — and  he 
spoke  with  some  knowledge  of  the  work 
iag  of  the  Act  in  a  large  commercial 
centre — without  realising  that  the  Act 
was  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  what 
was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  problem 
of  the  day.  It  was  a  matter  which  i^o 
Government,  whether  it  called  itself 
Liberal  or  Tory,  ought  to  allow  to  remain 
undealt  with,  and  he  blamed  the  present 
Government  for  not  having  fulfilled 
its  pledge  to  legislate  on  the  subject. 
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However,  even  if  it  was  admitted  that 
the  present  Act  was  inadequate  and  that 
its  administration  was  Aot  all  that 
could  be  wished,  there  were  many 
Members  who  realised  the  serious  con« 
sequences  that  would  follow  if  it  were 
suddenly  struck  out  of  the  Statute- 
book.  The  eftect  would  be  most  disas- 
trous upon  the  people  whom  the  Labour 
Members  alleged  that  they  particularly 
represented.  He  ventured  to  think, 
after  the  discussion  they  had  heard  that 
night,  that  his  hon.  friends  below  the 
gangway  were  not  in  earnest  in  moving 
that  the  Act  should  be  omitted  from  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think 
they  would  dare  to  go  into  the  lobby 
and  vote  in  favour  of  such  a  Motion,  and 
be  believed  they  had  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity of  moving  an  insincere  Motion. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  It  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  hon.  Member  to  say  that 
it  was  an  insincere  Motion. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  if  it  was  an  improper  remark  he 
would  withdraw  it. 

Mk.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) 
said  that  the  hon.  Member  who  last 
addressed  the  Committee  probably 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head  when  he 
declared  that  in  his  opinion  the  Act 
was  a  dead  letter  and  was  totally 
inadequate  to  deal  with  the  unemployed 
question  in  any  shape  or  form.  One 
would  expect  that  this  would  be  the  case 
with  any  Act  of  Parliament  dealing  with 
a  problem  of  this  description  passed  by 
the  Party  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liverpool  belonged.  The  hon.  Member 
also  said  that  he  did  not  think  the  pro- 
poser and  seconder  of  the  Motion  were 
really  in  earnest  in  moving  that  the 
Act  should  be  excluded  from  the  schedule 
of  the  Bill.  It  was,  however,  only  fair 
to  say  that  they  did  not  themselves 
suggest  that  thb  was  the  case ;  on 
the  contrary  the  mover  stated  that  he 
did  not  wish  the  Act  to  be  excluded  from 

Mr,  William  Rutherford. 


the  schedule.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  only  moved  his  Motion  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  question  forward 
and  eliciting  a  reply  from  the  Govern- 
ment, because  it  was  impossible  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  any  other  way. 
The  mover  of  the  Motion  having  made 
that  statement,  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was 
surprised  to  hear  from  the  hon.  ]i(ember 
for  Merthyr  Tydvil  that  he  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Leicester  would  persist  in  his  Motion, 
and  that  he  would  be  only  too  delighted 
to  vote  in  favour  of  excluding  the  Act 
from  the  schedule  of  the  Bill.  He 
almost  felt  inclined  to  risk  his  reputation 
and  to  support  the  hon.  Member  for 
Merthyr  Tydvil  in  voting  against  the 
inclusion  of  the  Act,  because  he  well 
remembered  the  meeting  which  took 
place  between  the  Labour  Members  of 
the  different  organisations  in  the  country 
at  which  it  was  decided  that  the  Bill,  as 
it  then  was,  was  inadequate,  utterly 
ridiculous,  and  absurd  from  beginning 
to  end.  He  well  remembered  also  the 
hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  breaking 
away  from  an  agreement  made  at  a 
conference  in  that  House  and  deciding 
that  the  Bill  should  be  supported  without 
the  Am^idments  which  the  Labour 
Members,  in  consultation  with  their 
colleagues  in  the  trade  unions,  had 
deemed  necessary  to  make  it  of  any  use 
whatever  to  deal  with  the  question  under 
discussion.  He  well  remrembered,  too, 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  was  not  then  a  member 
of  the  Government,  and  probably  had  no 
thought  that  he  was  ever  likely  to  be, 
was  opposed  to  the  Bill  in  its  entirety, 
almost  from  beginning  to  end.  They 
had  private  conversations  and  private 
conferences.  The  trade  unionists  of 
the  country  considered  the  question  at 
Caxton  Hall,  and  in  Committee  Room 
15.  He  did  not  suppose,  in  fact,  that 
many  hon.  Members  knew  the  enormous 
amount  of  trouble  that  was  taken  over 
the  measure  before  it  was  placed  upon 
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the  Statute-book.  From  the  very  inception 
of  the  Bill  up  to  the  time  it  passed  into 
law  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  adopted  precisely  the  same 
attitude  towards  it  that  was  now  taken 
up  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil.  The  strange  thing  was  that  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
now  appeared  to  have  changed  places 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil,  and  while  the  latter  was  prepared 
to  vote  against  the  continuance  of  the 
Act  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appealed 
to  the  Committee  to  allow  it  to  go  on  for 
another  year. 


Continuance  Bill. 
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Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  observed  that  the 
Government  were  pledged  to  spend 
£200,000  for  three  years  on  the  unem- 
ployed. They  considered  that,  apart 
from  their  actual  views,  sympathies, 
and  prejudices,  the  responsibility  for 
spending  that  money  with  a  minimum 
amount  of  the  harm  which  had  been  pre- 
dicted would  arise  from  its  distribution 
should  be  carried  out.  They  had  been  com- 
pelled to  adhere  to  that  mainly  because 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sat  around 
him  were  in  favour  of  putting  the  motor 
car  on  the  legislative  road  without  any 
petrol.  He  supplied  the  petrol,  though 
he  was  a  bit  doubtful  as  to  the 
destination. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  said  he  could 
assure  the  President  of  the  Local  Crovem- 
ment  Board  he  did  not  object  to  reviving 
these  reminiscences.  He  wished  to  refer 
particularly  to  one  or  two  statements 
3y  those  who  wve  emphatically  in 
favour  of  these  measures  when  they 
stopped  borough  councils  from  doing  their 
duty.  It  was  now  suggested  that  they 
should  abolish  the  Act  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  borough  councils  of  doing 
what  they  would  have  done  if  the  Bill 
had  not  become  law.  That  seemed  to 
him  peculiar.  Then  they  were  told  that 
the  Act  went  on  paying  officials  who 
were  doing  nothing.    He  did  not  think 


that  was  quite  right.  In  spite  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  he  thought  the  mere  placing  of 
the  matter  on  the  Statute-book  had 
recognised  the  staftM  of  the  unemployed, 
workmen,  and  until  some  better  Act 
was  placed  on  the  Statute-book  he  would, 
not  vote  for  its  being  excluded. 


*Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  he 
would  not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  a  division,  especially  after  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  President  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  that  he  did 
not  believe  in  the  Act  but  that  he  would 
vote  for  it.  He  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  said: 
there  were  one  or  two  points  upon  which 
he  would  like  a  statement  from  the  Secre 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  What  Bills  were 
omitted  from  the  schedule  of  this  year 
that  were  included  in  the  schedule  of  last 
year  ?  That  was  a  somewhat  important 
point,  because  they  did  not  know  what 
the  Treasury  clerks  had  done.  He  would 
take  one  case  that  occurred  to  his  mind. 
A  number  of  Acts  afEecting  the  Bank  of 
England  appeared  in  the  schedule  from 
year  to  year.  It  might  be  within  the 
recollection  of  some  Members  of  the 
House  that  he  had  put  a  few  questions- 
from  time  to  time  about  imclaimed  bank 
balances.  He  was  rash  enough  to  state 
upon  one  occasion  that  when  the  Ex- 
piring Laws  Continuance  Bill  came  up 
and  these  Bills  conferring  certain  powers 
on  the  Bank  of  England  were  proposed 
to  be  renewed,  he  would  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  of  the  Bank  of  England's^ 
annexing  money  which  did  not  belong 
to  them.  What  was  the  result  ?  These 
Bills  disappeared  from  the  schedule. 
How  did  that  happen  ?  The  matter 
was  one  in  which  they  were  entitled. 
to  have  an  explanation.  The  Billa 
had  been  included  year  after  year  for 


Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1051  Expiring  Laws 

the  past  fifty  years.     Either  that  was 
j&  piece  of  tomfoolery 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  :    Is 

the    hon.    Member    entitled    to    discuss 
Acts  which  are  not  in  the  schedule  ? 

The  chairman  :  No,  but  he  was  in 
•order  in  putting  the  question  he  put. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  said  that 
what  he  wanted  to  know  was  why 
the  Bills  were  omitted.  What  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  to  have  them 
struck  out?  It  was  quite  possible 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  knew 
nothing  about  it.  Some  well-paid  and 
well-fed  Treasury  clerk  might  have  per- 
formed this  without  his  knowledge,  but 
the  House  was  entitled  to  know  what 
liad  happened  and  why  the  Bilb  had 
-disappeared.  There  was  another  point 
on  which  he  would  like  to  have  a  state- 
ment from  the  Secretary  for  the  Treasury. 
"There  was  in  the  schedule  a  Bill  relating 
to  sand  grouse,  entitled  "The  Sand 
-Grouse  Protection  Bill."  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  if  he  remembered  right, 
made  a  most  eloquent  denunciation 
against  the  inclusion  of  this  Bill  in  the 
schedule.  Why  did  he  introduce  it 
now  ?  He  (Mr.  MacVeagh)  did  not  know 
anything  about  grouse.  He  had  never 
been  grouse  shooting  in  his  life,  but  he 
was  assured  there  was  no  such  thing 
4is  a  sand  grouse  in  this  country.  Why 
were  they  passing  year  after  year  a  Bill  j 
to  protect  what  did  not  exist  ?  The  Bill 
was  intended  to  acclimatise  sand  grouse 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  This  had  been 
jgoing  on  for  twenty-three  years,  and  the 
sand  grouse  was  not  acclimatised  yet. 
Might  he  ask  why  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  included  that  Bill  ?  He  could 
not  put  the  responsibility  on  anybody 
else.  He  was  told  they  should  give 
the  grouse  a  few  years  yet,  but  where 
were  they  coming  from.  He  had  looked 
up  the  Encyclopaedia  in  the  Library, 
and  he  found  that  they  never  came  to  this 


Africa  and  Asia.  The  Financial  Secre- 
tary once  voted  in  protest  for  a 
certain  Amendment  which  was  moved 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade- 
That  Amendment  stated  that  in  the  view 
of  the  House  it  was  inexpedient  that 
when  important  Acts  of  Parliament  had 
been  passed  for  a  limited  period,  such  Acts 
should  be  included  in  a  general  Bill  like 
the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 
brought  in  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
without  any  opportunity  being  afforded 
for  discussion. 


♦The  CHAIRMAN: 
arise  on  the  schedule. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH 
question  whether  the 
contain     Bilb     which 


That  does   not 


It  arises  on  the 
schedule  should 
are     notoriously 


obsolete  or  totally  unnecessary. 

*  The  chairman  :  I  think  that  would 
arise  on  the  Second  Reading  rather  than 
on  the  schedule. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  asked  whether  it 
might  arise  on  the  Third  Reading.  He 
thought  it  would  be  more  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  House  if  he  were  allowed  to 
finish  the  few  words  he  had  to  say, 
rather  than  be  put  to  the  trouble  of 
repeating  it  all.  That  Resolution  was 
moved  by  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  supported  by  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  asked  if  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  give 
him  an  explanation  as  to  whether  he 
intended  to  givfe  effect  to  the  Resolution 
or  would  give  an  undertaking  to  give 
effect  to  the  policy  which  he  had  advo- 
cated that  the  whole  question  of  this 
schedule  should  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  to  report  what  Bills  were 
obsolete  and  what  measures  should  be 
adopted    in    future    years.    He    could 


-country  at  all.     They  only  existed   in  i  make   that  promise  with  great  safety. 
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It  had  been  made  by  every  Grovemment 
and  not  a  single  (Jovemment  had  ever 
carried  it  out.  He  hoped  for  the  sake 
of  consistency  the  present  Financial 
Secretary  would  give  them  the  same 
pledge.  He  thought  he  would  carry 
the  sympathy  of  the  House  with  him 
when  he  said  that  this  method  of  piling 
all  these  Bills  into  one  schedule,  and 
coming  to  the  House  without  giving 
it  opportunity  by  means  of  a  Select 
Committee  or  otherwise  of  including 
only  those  measures  which  were  neither 
obsolete  nor  ridiculous  was  not  a  common- 
sense  method.  He  would  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury — he  did  not  want 
to  put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a 
division — ^to  give  him  the  benefit  of  his 
advice.  Would  he  especially  tell  him 
why  the  Bank  of  England  was  to  be 
left  out  of  the  schedule  ? 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  had  been  re- 
minded of  a  speech  he  made  some  years 
ago. 

Mf.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  A  very  good 
speech  too. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  he  found  him- 
self unable  to  sustain  the  objection  he 
made. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :   Not  a  bit  of  it. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  that  with 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  reference  to  the  Bank  of 
England  balances,  if  he  had  given  him 
a  little  warning  he  would  have  looked 
very  carefully  with  a  view  to  discovering 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  accurate 
or  not. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH:  I  am  abso- 
lutel}^  accurate. 

'    Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  that  that  might 
be   so.     At   all   events   he   would   look 
at    the   point   and    see    whether    there 
VOL.  CXCni.    [Fourth  Series.] 
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was  anything  in  it.    [Several  Members  : 
What  about  sand  grouse  ?] 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  Can  the  hon. 
Member  give  us  no  reply  on  the  question 
of  sand  grouse  ?  Surely  this  Bill  has 
some  value,  otherwise  it  would  not  be 
included  in  the  schedule. 

Schedule  agreed  to, 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  without 
Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  said  he  presumed 
that  he  might  now  be  allowed  to  remind 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  of  the  fact 
that  on  a  previous  occasion  he  supported 
a  Motion  proposed  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  against  the  inclusion  of 
Acts  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  brought 
in  at  the  end  of  every  session  for  the 
continuance  of  expiring  laws.  That 
Motion,  he  saw,  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Causton, 
the  Master  of  Elibank,  Mr.  J.  M.  Fuller, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Gladstone,  Mr.  McKenna,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  H.  M.  Samuel,  Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw,  Mr.  Churchill,  and  Major 
Seely— a  very  respectable  division  list  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  reform  of  this 
method  of  legislating  by  schedule.  The 
names  he  had  mentioned  should  be 
sufficient  to  convince  the  present  Grovern- 
ment  that  the  argument  he  was  now 
advancing  was  worthy  of  their  serious 
consideration.  He  did  not  propose  to  go 
into  the  question  of  all  the  Bills  contained 
in  the  schedule,  but  he  submitted  that  it 
was  really  absurd  in  the  twentieth  century 
that  year  after  year  they  should  go  on 
re-enacting  the  Ballot  Act,  which  no  one 
would  ever  think  of  enforcing.  He  sug- 
gested to  the  Government  that  a  Select 
Committee  ought  to  be  set  up  to  go 
through  the  schedule,  picking  out  the  Acts 
which  were  obsolete,  and  arranging  to 
include  in  one  Bill  such  Acts  as  it  was 
desirable  to  make  permanent.     He  was 
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only  asking  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
to  induce  the  Government  to  undertake 
to  carry  out  views  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  had  put  before  the 
House  on  previous  occasions,  and 
which  no  one  supported  more 
vigorously  than  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Bitting  on  his  right  (Mr.  Whitley). 
He  hoped  they  would  have  an  undertak- 
ing that  this  question  would  be  seriously 
considered  by  the  Government,  and  that 
a  Committee  would  be  set  up  with  the 
object  of  removing  anomalies  from  the 
schedule,  thus  putting  the  legislation  with 
respect  to  the  continuance  of  expiring 
laws  on  a  common  sense  basis. 


Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  that  no  doubt 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  sup- 
port of  the  contention  advanced  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  should 
be  a  revision  of  the  schedule,  but  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  realised  it  was  necessary 
that  even  an  Act  like  the  Ballot  Act 
should  be  continued.  If  that  Bill  fell  to 
the  ground  a  great  deal  of  Parliamentary 
machinery  would  fall  with  it,  and  there- 
fore it  was  clearly  necessary  that  it 
should  be  re-enacted.  While  he  would 
undertake  to  look  into  the  schedule  very 
carefully,  and  to  strike  out  anything  that 
was  undesirable,  he  took  it  that  no 
Government  would  be  prepared  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
embark  hastily  on  a  proceeding  of  that 
sort. 

Mb.  JOHN  WARD  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  on  the  mere 
statement  of  another  hon.  Member  decide 
to  strike  out  of  the  schedule  an  Act  re- 
lating to  sand  grouse.  He  knew  nothing 
himself  about  the  habits  of  this  bird,  but 
it  might  be  hoped  that  the  continuance 
of  the  Act  would  have  the  effect  of  in- 
ducing it  to  visit  our  shores  in  larger 
numbers  than  it  had  done  hitherto. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr,  J,  MacFeagh, 


NAVAL  MARRIAGES  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1  : 

Mr.  CARLILE  said  he  believed  an 
arrangement  was  come  to  between  the 
two  Front  Benches  as  to  the  Bills  to  be 
taken,  and  this  Bill  was  not  among 
them. 

Mr.  flavin  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  in  order  in  stating  that 
an  arrangement  was  come  to  between 
the  two  Front  Benches  when  the 
Opposition  Front  Bench  was  absolutely 
empty. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  they  had  got  through  a  great  deal  of 
work  that  night.  They  had  gone  along 
very  well  up  to  that  point  and  dealt  with 
a  number  of  important  questions.  But 
now  they  were  all  very  tired  and  as  this 
Bill  raised  important  questions  he  moved 
to  report  progress. 

The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  that 
he  could  not  take  the  Motion  at  that 
stage.  The  Committee  had  recently 
rejected  a  similar  Motion. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY  TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
J.  A.  Pease,  Essex,  Saffron  Walden)  said 
that  perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to  state 
that  no  definite  arrangement  was  made  as 
to  which  Bills  the  (Jovemment  were  going 
to  take  that  night  or  in  regard  to  the 
number.  What  he  said  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  Wellington  Division 
of  Somersetshire  was  that  the  (Jovem- 
ment  proposed  to  take  a  certain 
number  of  Bills  appearing  first  on  the 
Paper  and  the  last  item.  Last  week 
he  pointed  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  there  were  ^iWJflf Iw  of  Bills 
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that  it  was  absolutely  essential  the  Gov- 
ernment should  take  before  the  recess,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  agreed  with 
him  as  to  the  number  of  those  Bills,  in- 
cluded among  which  was  the  Naval 
Marriages  BiU. 

Mr.  CAELILE  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  privilege  of  having  the  banns 
read  on  board  ship  in  the  Navy  was  a 
very  desirable  one,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  it  should  not  be  extended  to  the 
mercantile  marine. 


*The  DEPUTY-CHAIEM an  :  This  is 
the  Naval  Marriages  Bill.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber cannot  discuss  extension  to  the  mer- 
cantile marine. 

Mr.  CARLILE  merely  wished  to  make 
the  suggestion  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.  The  privilege  should 
not  be  confined  to  sailors  of  the  Royal 
Navy.  Why  was  it  not  proposed  that 
the  same  privOege  should  be  enjoyed  by 
the  sailors  of  the  mercantile  marine  1 

The  deputy- CHAIRMAN:  That 
question  cannot  be  raised  upon  this  Bill. 

Mr.  CARLILE :  Am  I  not  at  libertv 
to  ask  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
why  certain  sailors  are  to  have  this 
privilege  and  other  sailors  are  not  ? 

The  DEPUTX'-CHAIRMAN  :  We  are 
on  Clause  2,  and  on  that  clause  the  ques- 
tion is  not  relevant. 


♦The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  ADMIRALTY  (Dr.  Mao 
NAMARA,  Camberwell,  N.)  said  the  Bill 
was  a  very  necessary  little  Bill  which  he 
might  mention  to  hon.  Members  opposite 
was  recommended  two  years  ago  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  It  was  to 
enable  officers  and  bluejackets  and  marines, 
to  secure  that  the  preliminaries  to  mar- 
riage might  be  taken  on  board  a  ship  at 
sea.  Under  it  the  banns  could  be 
called,  and  the  men  interested,  if 
they  had  made  due  declaration,  could 
receive  a  certificate  from  the  commanding 
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officer  corresponding  to  the  registrar's 
certificate  on  land.  The  effect  of  striking 
out  the  clause  would  be  that  sailors 
could'  nut  get  this  certificate.  The 
Bill,  as  he  said,  simply  enabled  sailors 
to  take  the  proper  preliminaries  to 
marriage  in  the  absence  of  domicile.  In 
every  case  with  the  exception  of  an  Arch- 
bishop's licence,  which  was  a  very  costly 
affair,  prohibitive  to  officers,  to  say  nothing 
of  bluejackets,  domicile  was  required  of 
seven  or  fifteeij  days  in  the  case  of 
one  of  the  parties,  at  any  rate,  and  in 
some  cases  both  persons  had  to  be  living 
in  the  country  on  the  day  when  notice 
was  given.  The  Bill  enabled  bluejackets 
and  marines  to  take  the  preliminary 
steps  without  such  necessity  of  domicile. 
It  was  entirely  non-controversial  and  it  did 
not  alter  the  law  in  any  respect  whatever, 
except  in  regard  to  that  one  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  obstruct  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  It  seemed  to 
him,  however,  that  the  title  was  a 
misnomer,  that  it  really  ought  to  be 
called  the  Naval  Banns  Bill. 


The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  We  are 
not  on  the  title  of  the  Bill.  We  are  on 
Clause  2. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
the  effect  of  the  Bill,  particularly  of 
that  section,  was  to  allow  not  naval 
marriages  but  naval  banns.  There  was 
nothing  about  marriages  in  the  clause. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  the  clause 
provided  that  where  a  marriage  was  not 
intended  to  be  solemnised  by  banns  the 
commanding  officer  was  empowered  to 
take  the  declaration  which  would  be 
made  before  the  registrar. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3,  4,  5  and  6  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment  to 
the    House,  read  the   third    time,  and 
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AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ck)n8idered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1 : 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  this  was  a  very  big  Bill  with  a  tremen- 
dous number  of  clauses.  Was  it  right  and 
fair  to  take  a  matter  of  that  sort  at  that 
time  in  the  morning  1  Of  course,  if  it 
was  to  go  on  he  dared  say  some  of  them 
could  get  a  copy  of  the  Bill  before  they 
got  through  its  many  clauses.  He  hopea 
the  Gk)vemment  would  consent  to  report 
progress,  taking  instead  of  it  Navy  and 
Army  Expenditure,  1906-7,  Committee. 

The  treasurer  of  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD  (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
setshire, S.)  urged  the  hon.  Member  not 
to  press  his  objection.  The  Bill  was 
a  purely  consolidation  Bill,  which  was 
desired  by  agriculturists  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  There  was  one  Amend- 
ment to  make  matters  clear. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  to  41  agreed  to. 

Clause  42 : 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  20,  line  41,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  Provided  that  where  such  a  tenancy 
was  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year  the  com- 
pensation payable  in  respect  of  an  improve- 
ment comprised  in  the  Third  Schedule  to  this 
Act  shall  DO  such  (if  any)  as  could  have  been 
claimed  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed." — 
{Sir  Edward  StraeJiey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CAKLILE  asked  whether  the 
Amendment  removed  words  put  in  in  the 
other  House  in  order  to  reinstate  the  Bill 
in  the  condition  in  which  it  left  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  said  the 
only  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
make  it  quite  clear  that  the  law  was  not 
altered. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


{COMMONS}  Army  Expendiiwre, 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Schedules  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  an  Amendment ;  as 
amended  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 


TUBERCULOSIS    PREVENTION 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Committee  read  and  dis- 
charged. Bill  committed  to  a  Standing 
Committee. — {Mr.  J.  A.  Pease.) 


NAVY  AND  ARMY  EXPENDITURE, 
1906-7. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

I.  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1907,  and 
the  statement  appended  thereto,  that  the 
aggregate  expenditure  on  Navy  Services 
has  not  exceeded  the  aggregate  sums 
appropriated  for  those  Services,  but  that, 
as  shown  in  the  Schedule  hereto  appended, 
the  total  differences  between  the  Ex- 
chequer Grants  for  Navy  Services  and 
the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  viz. : 


Total  Surpluses 
Total  Deficits 


£        s.    d. 

1,041,698    8    7 

644,285  12    7 


Net  Surplus    -    £397,412  16    0 


And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the 
application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total 
surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said 
total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  be  sanctioned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be 
sanctioned." — (Mr.  Hobh(yase^ 
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Namber 

of 
Vote. 


3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
14 


Navy  Services,  1906-07.    Votes. 


Wages,  &c.,  of  Officers,  Seamen, 
and  Boys,  Coast  Guard,  and 
Royal  Marines    -        -        -        - 

Victualling  and  Clothing  for  the 
Navy 

Medical  Establishments  &  Services 

Martial  Law 

Educational  Services 

Scientific  Services  -        -        -         - 

Koyal  Naval  Reserves    - 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance, 
&c. : 

I.     Personnel 

II.     Materiel  - 

III.     Contract  Work 

Naval  Armaments 

Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs,  at 
Home  and  Abroad 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Services 

Admiralty  Office    -        .        -        - 

Half  Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired  Pay 

Naval  and  Marino  Pensions,  Gratui- 
ties, and  Compassionate  Allow- 
ances   


Differences  between  Exchequer  Grants 
and  Net  Expenditure. 


Surpluses. 


15     I  Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities 

Amount  written  off  as  irrecoverable 


Total 


Net  Surplus 


187,206     2  8 

22,225  13  8 

1,842  18  0 

9,894  19  7 

2,771  14  8 

80,309     1  6 


199,886     1  10 
260,541   17     5 

194,528     0  11 

78,025     9     9 

4,466     8     7 


Deficits. 


s.       d. 


254,136  17     1 


82,848     1   11 
264,9:]3  12  10 


20,078  19  7 

19,838  9  4 

895  11  4 

i        1,554  0  6 


1,041,698     8     7       044,285  12     7 


£397,412  16     0 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  KUTHERFORD  said 
he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  scandal- 
ous state  of  affairs  disclosed  in  the  Resolu- 
tion. It  was  not  so  much  that  a  million 
of  money  voted  for  certain  purposes  had 
not  been  spent,  because  that  they  might 
reasonably  expect ;  but  that  other  items 
of  expenditure  had  been  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  amoimts  voted  to  the  extent  of 
£644,285.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Re- 
solution that  the  shortcomings  of  the 
Navy  Department  should  be  covered  up 
by  the  appropriation  of  the  surpluses  to 
meet  the  deficits.  This  kind  of  thing 
happened  every  year,  but  he  doubted 
whether  there  had  ever  been  a  more 
flagrant  instance  of  it  than  was  disclosed 
on  the  present  occasion.  It  showed  the 
way  in  which  a  Government  which  was 
supposed  to  have  a  great  care  for  the 
finances  of  the  country  really  looked  after 
matters,  and  was  an  extraordinary  com- 
mentary on  the  manner  in  which  the 
Estimates  were  made  up.  It  was  a 
matter  which  ought  not  to  be  passed  by 
without  a  serious  protest. 

♦Dr.  MACNAMARA  remarked  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  said  that  this  was 
a  flagrant  case,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
the  thing  was  usual.  They  took  power 
under  the  Appropriation  Act  to  transfer 
sums  from  one  Vote  on  which  money  had 
been  saved,  to  another  Vote  on  which  the 
estimated  expenditure  had  been  ex- 
ceeded. There  had  been  a  saving 
altogether  of  over  £1,000,000,  and 
against  that  had  to  be  placed  a  deficit 
on  other  Votes  of  £644,000,  which  meant 
that  the  Admiralty  had  required  nearly 
£400,000  less  than  was  allowed.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wanted  particular  in- 
formation on  any  one  point  he  would  be 
glad  to  give  it  to  him. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
that  he  did  not  desire  information  on  any 
particular  point,  but  it  seemed  a  scanda- 
lous way  of  meeting  outlay.  When  the 
Estimates  were  under  consideration  the 
Committee  were  asked  to  vote  cer- 
tain sums  for  specific  purposes.  He 
noticed  that  on  the  wages  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  boys,  there  had  been 
£254,136  more  spent  than  the  Admiralty 
got  the  authority  of  Parliament  to  spend. 
On  shipbuilding,  repairs,  and  mainten- 
ance, there  was  an  excess  expenditure  of 
£82,848,  and  in  the  same  way  £264,933 
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extra  had  been  spent  for  materials.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Admiralty  had  not 
spent  £199,886  on  contract  work,  which 
they  had  asked  Parliament  to  sanction, 
but  while  this  work  had  not  been  done, 
the  money  had  been  utilised  to  help 
towards  meeting  the  over-expenditure  in 
other  directions.  The  proceeding  he  had 
described  reflected  no  credit  on  the 
present  management  of  the  Department 


Mr.  JOHN  WARD  believed  that  the 
Admiralty  took  credit  for  £200,000  to 
be  expended  on  Rosyth.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  any  part  of  the  surplus 
was  due  to  money  saved  from  the 
expenditure  at  Rosyth. 


♦Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  I  do  not  think 
offhand  that  any  of  this  saving  is  due  to 
money  estimated  for  Rosyth,  which  was 
not  spent. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

II.  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1907,  and  the 
statement  appended  thereto,  that  the 
aggregate  expenditure  on  Army  Services 
has  not  exceeded  the  aggregate  sums 
appropriated  for  those  Services,  but  that, 
as  shown  in  the  Schedule  hereto  appended, 
the  total  differences  between  tne  Ex- 
chequer Grants  for  Army  Services  and 
the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  viz. — 

£  s.   d 

Total  Surpluses    -  1,336,708     4     1 
Total  Deficits        -        42,029  13     4 


Net  Surplus  £1,294,678  10    9 


And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the 
application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total 
surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said 
total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army 
Services  be  sanctioned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedi 
*'  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be 
sanctioned." — {Mr.  Hothouse*) 
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Schedule. 


N  amber 
of 

Army  Services,  1906-7.    Voteg. 

Differenoes  between  Exchequer  Grants 
and  Net  Expenditure. 

Vole. 

Surpluses. 

D«flcit8. 

1 

Pay,  &c.,  of  Army 

£       8.      d. 
358,433  12     9 

£      s.    d. 

2 

Medical  Establishment  :  Pay,  &c. 

44,876  13     4  1 

— 

3 

Militia :  Pay,  Bounty,  &c. 

41,127     7     2 

— 

4 

Imperial  Yeomanry  :  Pay  and  Allow- 
ances           

16,943  14    7 

— 

5 

Volunteer  Corps :   Pay  and  Allow- 
ances           

30,198     4     1 

— 

6 

Quarterings,    Transport,    and    Re- 
mounts      -        -        .        -        - 

107,764     3     7 

— 

7 

Supplies  and  Clothing    - 

105,665  13     2 

— 

8 

Ordnance    Department    Establish- 
ments and  General  Stores   - 

128,775     0  10 

9 

Armaments  and  Engineer  Stores    - 

366,429  11     4 

— 

.  10 

Works  and  Buildings 

87,310     0     6 

11 

Establishments  for  Military  Educa- 
tion     

— 

2,323     G     8 

12 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Services 

24,390  16     4 

— 

13 

War  Office   and    Army    Accoiints 
Department                 -        - 

4,229  10  11 

— 

14 

Non-effective  Charges  for  Officers, 

&c. 

20,563  15     6 

— 

15 

Non-effective  Charges  for  Men,  <fec. 

— 

32,744  16     2 

16 

Civil  Superannuation,  Compensation, 
Compassionate  Allowances,    and 
Gratuities 

j 

1               "" 

2,865     2     7 

— 

Balances  irrecoverable    - 
Total - 

Net  Surplus 

1 
1 

4,106     7  11 

1 

!  1,336,7C8    4     1 

1 

!     42,029  13     4 

£1,294,67{ 

J  10    9 
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Mr.  CARLILE  said  that  if  bis  hon. 
friend's  criticisms  upon  the  previous 
Resolution  were  warranted,  as  he  certainly 
thought  they  were,  the  statement  now 
under  discussion  deserved  still  more 
severe  censure.  He  could  not  look  at  it 
without  realising  that  the  cheeseparing 
policy  of  the  present  Government  in 
dealing  with  the  Army  was  clearly 
brought  before  them  by  these  figures. 
The  Grovernment  asked  for  considerable 
sums  and  then  did  not  spend  them. 
The  Army  was  cut  down  in  numbers  and 
consequently  the  Government  were  able 
to  show  a  large  surplus,  upon  which  he 
supposed  they  would  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  congratulation.  There  was  a 
great  surplus  under  the  heading  of  pay, 
and  it  was  evident  from  the  figures  that 
the  Army  stores  had  not  been  kept  up 
to  the  right  level.  It  was  evident  that 
the  Government  were  starving  the  Army. 
The  only  excuse  that  they  could  ofi'er 
was  that  they  had  miscalculated  their 
requirements,  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
grievous  thing  that  this  should  be  the 
case  in  regard  to  every  one  of  the  sixteen 
items  in  the  schedule.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  think  that  it 
could  take  any  credit  to  itself  for  a  state 
of  things  under  which  the  Army  was 
bound  to  suflfer.  Besides  that  it  was  to 
be  feared  that  the  cheeseparing  policy  of 
the  Government  would  expose  the 
country  to  great  national  risks  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  encountered. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  noticed  that  the 
amount  written  off  in  the  schedule  as 
irrecoverable  was  only  £4,106  7s.  lid. 
He  would  like  w  know  whether  that 
was  lost  on  canteens. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland)  said 


I  that  the  amounts  irrecoverable  were  the 
remains  of  claims  arising  out  of  the 
South  African  war.  it  was  rather 
remarkable  that  the  sums  were  so  small, 
but  they  had  fought  a  great  many 
claims  and  had  got  back  a  good  deal 
of  money,  though  sometimes  there  were 
no  assets.  What  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hertfordshire  called  a  starving  and 
cheeseparing  policy  the  Government 
called  economy.  They  were  quite  pleased 
that  they  had  been  able  to  spend  this 
large  amount  less  on  the  Army  than 
they  calculated  upon  doing  when  the 
Estimates  were  framed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  if  he  would  tell  them  how  many 
officers  and  men  were  represented  in  free 
medical  establishments  and  so  on.  That 
would  give  them  a  better  idea  of  what 
the  surplus  really  meant. 

Mr.  acland  said  they  took  the 
number  of  men  authorised  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  therefore 
the  sum  was  not  so  large.  The  matter 
ought  to  have  baen  raised  on  the 
Estimates  on  which  the  House  had 
spent  five  days. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  bo  raported  to-morrow. 

Whereupon  Mr,  Dhputy-Speakrr, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
10th  July,  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjouin?d  at  two  minutes  after 

Four  o'olf  ck^.m^  i  ^ 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Tuesday,  2Sth  July,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill. — The  King's 
consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported 
with  Amendments. 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Usk 

Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 

Bill ;     Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order 

^  Bill. — Reported,    without    Amendment, 

I  and   re-committed   to   a   Committee   of 

^  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local 
Gk)vemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9) 
Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment 
Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill.— Re- 
ported, with  Amendments,  and  re-com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  forthwith. 


I 


^ 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Local 
(Jovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment 
Provisional  Order  (No.  8)  Bill— Re- 
ported, without  Amendment,  and  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  forthwith. 

r§       Ammanford    Urban    District    Coimcil 

5  Water    Bill    [h.l.]  ;       Great    Northem, 

"^  Piccadilly,  and   Brompton  Railway  Bill 

se  [h.l.]  ;   Keighley  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 

"^  Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas 
and  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wath  and  Bolton 
Gas  Board  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments. The  said  Amendments  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

South  West  Suburban  Water  Bill ;  Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order 
Blackbum  Corporation  Bill. — Retumed  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3*  (ac- 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  j  cording  to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent 
agreed  to.  !  to  the  Commons. 
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Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons  Amend- 
ments to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Govemment  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Local 
Govemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived, 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

Local  Govemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6)  Bill. — House  in 
Committee  (according  to  order).  The 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
made.  Standing  Committee  negatived 
The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
to-morrow,  and  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  to  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  dispensed  with. 

Local  (Jovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  8)  Bill. — House  in 
Committee  (according  to  order).  Bills 
'  reported  without  Amendment.  Stand- 
ing Committee  negatived,  and  Bills  to  be 
read  3*  To-morrow. 

Local  (Jovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  (Jovemment  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local 
(Jovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  11) 
Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  made.  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived.  The  Report  of  Amend- 
ments to  be  received  to-morrow,  and 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Gas  Orders  CTonfirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons  Amendments  con- 
sidered (according  to  order),  and  agreed 
to. 

Lanark  CJorporation  (Extension  of 
Boimdaries,  etc.)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill. — Read  3»  (according  to  order),  and 
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Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2.)  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Order  (No.  3.)  Bill  [h.l.].— 
Conunons  Amendment  considered  (accord- 
ing to  order)  and  agreed  to. 


PETITIONS. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Petition  against  proceeding  with  until 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  CJommission  on 
the  Poor  Law  has  been  issued  ;  of  per- 
son signing ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 

POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS)  BILL. 

Petition  against :  Of  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  CJouncillors  of  the  City  of  West- 
minster ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (LOSS  OF  LIFE). 
Return  showing  the  lives  lost  by  wreck, 
drowning,  or  other  accident  in  British 
sea-going  merchant  ships  registered  in 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  years 
1891  to  1907  inclusive  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  [CJd.  3695.). 

COMMERCIAL,  No.  6  (1908)  (SUEZ  CANAL). 
Returns  of  shipping  and  tonnage,  1905, 
1906,  and  1907  (in  continuation  of  Com- 
merical.    [No.  6.  (1907)  ]. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    BOARD 
(IRELAND). 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1908. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
period  from  1st  April,  1907,  to  31st  March, 
1908. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PACIFIC    CABLE    ACT,    1901    (ACCOUNT 
1907-1908). 

Account  showing  the  money  issued 
from  the  Consolidated  Fimd  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901, 


and  the  money  received,  expended,  and 
borrowed,  and  securities  created  under 
the  said  Act,  to  3l8t  March,  1908 ;  to- 
gether wi  h  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Pacific  Cable  Board.  Laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


BATTLESHIPS,    ARMOURED    CRUISERS 
AND  DESTROYERS. 

Moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  a  Return  showing  the  comparative 
strength  in  First  Class  battleships  less  than 
twenty-five  years  old  ;  armoured  cruisers 
less  than  twenty  years  old  ;  and  destroyers 
built  and  building  of  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States  of  America,  France,  Ger- 
many, and  Japan,  on  1st  April,  1908, 
{The  Earl  of  Cawdor) ;  agreed  lo,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 


to. 


COMPANIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 


TELEGRAPH      (CONSTRUCTION)      BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  Amendment.  The  Re- 
port of  the  Amendments  m  de  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received 
on  Thursday  next. 


EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE   BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read 

1» ;    to  be   printed ;    and  to  be  read  2* 

To-morrow  (The  Earl  of  Crewe),  [No.  187.] 


NAVAL  MARRIAGES  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read 
1»  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow (The  Lord  Granard  (E,  Gmnard) ). 
[No.  188.] 


PUBLIC    OFFICES    SITES    (EXTENSION) 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  made.  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived.  Then  Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to 
order)  and  dispensed  with.  Amendments 
reported  ;  Bill  read  3*,  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 
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OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 


Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee." — {Vis- 
count Wolverhampton,) 

The  Earl  op  ROSEBERY  :  My 
Lords,  on  that  Motion  I  wish  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  whether 
it  is  wise,  or,  indeed,  worth  while  to 
proceed  with  the  Amendments  which 
are  being  moved  from  many  parts  of  the 
House,  except  the  front  bench  opposite. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  were  two  courses 
open  to  the  House  wth  regard  to  this 
measure.  One  was  to  reject  it  on  Second 
Reading,  either  by  a  direct  negative  or 
by  an  Amendment  which  was  equivalent 
to  a  direct  negative.  Your  Lordships, 
very  wisely  I  think,  refused  to  negative 
this  Bill.  If  I  had  moved  the  Amend- 
ment which  would  have  most  recom- 
mended itself  to  my  mind  I  should  have 
moved  that  this  Bill  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  referendum  to  the  country  at  large, 
because  we  know  from  the  express 
announcement  of  the  Prime  Minister  that 
it  was  no  part  of  the  programme  on  which 
the  Grovernment  consulted  the  country 
at  the  last  election.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  such  a  proposal  could  have  been 
justified,  and  that  the  country  was  en- 
titled to  be  consulted  before  so  grave  an 
operation  was  entered  upon.  But  I 
reflected  that  the  referendum  was  a  new 
measure  in  this  country,  that  there  was 
no  machiner}^  to  cirry  it  out,  though  such 
machinery  might  easily  be  found,  and 
thit  in  any  case  so  great  an  innovation 
on  our  constitutional  practice  should  not 
be  introduced  in  an  indirect  manner  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Well,  your  Lordships 
decided  neither  to  adopt  any  rejecting 
Amendment  nor  to  reject  the  Bill.  Now 
the  question  I  have  to  ask  is  this  :  Do  you 
think  it  worth  while,  by  inserting  Amend- 
ments which  are  not  likely  to  be  accepted 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which  in 
any  case  cannot  very  considerably  limit 
the  operation  of  the  principle,  to  share 
any  part  of  the  responsibility  for  this 
great  measure  ?  I  for  my  part  do  not. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Grovemment  have  i 
at  their  disposal  plans  and  schemes  of 


I  municate  to  the  public,  at  this  time,  and 
which  will  cover  without  injustice  to 
other  classes,  and  without  compromising 
our  means  of  national  defence,  all  the 
cost  of  this  vast  operation.  They  may 
even  possess  means  of  limiting  its  future 
extension — means  of  which  I  am  not 
aware,  and  which  will  prevent  its  in- 
creasing to  the  enormous  amount  to 
which  it  is  likely  to  increase  under  the 
operation  of  electoral  necessities. 

This  is  a  vast  policy,  it  is  not  an  ordi- 
nary Bill ;  and  those  who  are  willing  to 
touch  this  Bill  must  be  ready  to  under- 
take their  shire  of  the  responsibility. 
Some  of  us  objected  to  the  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  non-contributory. 
No  Amendment  miking  it  contributory 
can  be  inserted  by  this  House.  Some  of 
us  objected  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
inopportune,  that  with  everything  falling 
and  shrinking — ^revenue,  commerce,  all 
except  unemployment,  which  abready  in 
the  summer  has  reached  dangerous  pro- 
portions— it  was  not  an  opportune 
moment  to  add  enormously  to  the  burden 
of  taxation.  I  know  very  well — ^I  think 
it  was  expressed  crudely  by  a  Member  in 
the  other  House — that  there  is  a  rough 
and  ready  policy  at  work  which  finds 
some  not  insignificant  favour  elsewhere, 
that  the  great  object  of  all  government 
now  must  be  to  make  the  rich  poorer 
and  the  poor  richer.  It  is  easy  to 
make  the  rich  poorer,  but  there  is 
a  long  interval  between  that  and 
making  the  poor  richer. 

The  surplus  of  income  which  I  presume 
you  propose  now  to  devote  to  one  helpless 
class  in  the  community  is  a  surplus 
income  largely  given  in  the  payment  of 
wages  and  in  employment,  both  of  which 
may  shrink  largely,  if  not  nearly  dis- 
appear, under  the  operation  of  this 
measure.  But  financial  opportuneness  is 
not  a  ground  which  this  House  can  take  in 
opposition  to  the  other  House,  which  has 
unanimously  declared  that  it  is  financially 
opportune.  That  we  may  gather  from 
their  vote.  The  third  ground  on  which 
some  of  us  objected  to  it,  or  doubted  with 
regard  to  it — because  none  of  us,  I  think, 
either  felt  or  expressed  any  objection  to 
its  benevolent  aim — the  third  ground 
was  this,  that  it  compromised  our  means 


finance  which  they  rightly  do  not  com- '  of  national  defence.     We  have  to  find 
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men,  we  have  to  find  ships,  and  soon,  it 
appears,  we  shall  have  to  find  an  aerial 
armament — all  imposing  a  vast  and  in- 
creasing burden  on  the  commimity.  One 
of  the  greatest  resources  of  Great  Britain 
in  all  our  wars,  as  everybody  who  has  read 
history  with  even  the  most  careless  eye 
must  know,  has  been  the  great  reserve 
of  national  wealth  which  enabled  us  to 
wear  out  some  of  the  greatest  of  our  foes. 
That  reserve  of  the  national  wealth  this 
Bill  proposes  seriously  to  tap,  because  we 
are  living  under  war  taxation  now,  and 
this  Bill  must  indefinitely  increase  that 
war  taxation  in  the  time  of  profoimd 
peace.  But  that,  again,  is  a  groimd  on 
which  the  House  of  Lords  has  no  standing 
as  against  the  other  House.  The  other 
House  that  finds  the  fundsy  that  provides 
the  money,  is  the  guardian  of  our  national 
defence  ;  and  there  is  no  resolution  that  I 
can  see  which  could  be  brought  within 
the  limits  of  the  privileges  of  this  House 
which  would  enable  us  to  put  that 
consideration  into  the  Bill,  if  indeed  any 
practical  form  could  be  found  of  doing  so. 
I  say,  then,  that  according  to  all  the 
doubts  which  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  regard  to  this  Bill  on  its  Second 
Reading  you  can  do  nothing  effectually, 
you  can  do  no  good,  but  you  will  assume 
some  share  of  the  responsibility  that 
attaches  to  His  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  other  House  in  this  matter. 

There  is  one  Amendment,  I  confess, 
which  I  view  with  some  sympathy,  which 
is  that  of  my  noble  friend  on  the  cross 
benches  (Earl  Cromer).  That  is  a  limit- 
ing Amendment  which  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  Sec(md  Reading  Amendment,  and  which 
I  think,  if  it  were  practicabl  *,  might  have 
some  influence  on  the  future.  But  I  greatly 
doubt  if  it  be  practicable,  and  if  it  would 
be  found  binding  when  the  limit  of  time 
had  been  arrived  at.  I  do  not  myself 
think  that  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
moment  would  adopt  that  limit,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  that  this  House  is  dis- 
posed to  enter  into  serious  conflict  with 
the  other  House  with  regard  to  such  a 
question  as  that. 

May  I  put  one  point  to  my  noble 
friend,  and  only  one  ?  It  is  this.  If 
this  old-age  pension  scheme  is  ever  to  be 
limited  in  its  operations,  if  it  is  ever  to 

The  Earl  of  Rosehery. 


be  put  a  stop  to,  and  put  on  a  different 
or  contributory  footing,  if  in  any  sense 
it  is  to  be  reversed  or  amended,  that,  it 
seems  to  me,  can  only  be  one  by  the 
full  action  of  Parliament  after  experience 
of  the  working  in  a  certain  definite 
time,  If  the  coimtry  finds  that  it  com- 
promises its  means  of  national  defence 
in  such  conjimcture  as  that  portrayed 
in  vivid  colours  by  my  noble  friend  the 
other  day,  it  will  retrace  its  steps  without 
any  limit  of  the  kind  which  he  seeks  to 
impose.  On  the  other  hand,  the  limita- 
tion that  he  seeks  to  impose  by  the 
Amendment  is  one  of  a  paper  description^ 
which,  though  I  admit  it  was  adopted 
in  the  case  of  the  Ballot  Act  by  the 
other  House  by  way  of  compromise,  I 
do  not  think  they  would  take  as  a  limit 
to  a  financial  Bill  of  their  own.  It  i» 
quite  easy  to  imagine  a  position  of 
affairs  when  the  country  will  find  itself 
unequal  to  the  task  of  national  defence,, 
and  may  say  that,  great  as  this  scheme 
of  benevolence  was,  we  were  not  able 
to  afford  it,  and,  while  respecting  exist- 
ing  beneficiaries,  we  were  obliged  to 
retrace  our  steps. 

May  I  say  in  passing,  that  I  do  not 
consider  as  altogether  justified  the  lurid 
colours  in  which  the  noble  Lord  painted 
the  general  situation  ?  But  I  do  share 
his  views  to  this  extent,  that  the  situa- 
tion would  become  quite  as  alarming 
as  he  described  it  if  we  were  found  to  be 
weak  or  unequal  to  the  task  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  armaments  that 
encumber  us.  That  would  be  a  dangerous 
moment,  and  that  may  be  a  dangerous 
moment  if  our  finances  are  unequal  to 
the  demand.  I  have  nothing  further 
to  say.  I  have  delivered  my  soul,  and 
have  washed  my  hands  free  so  far  as  I 
can  from  any  responsibility  for  this- 
vast  measure  ol  policy,  which  must  rest 
on  the  responsibility  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  alone.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  they  welcome  and  rej,oice  in  that 
responsibility  with  the  means  and  in- 
formation at  their  disposal.  But  we 
have  not  those  means.  We  have  not, 
in  my  judgment,  any  adequate  means 
for  practically  or  largely  improving  this 
Bill  as  a  measure,  and  yet  we  are  about, 
by  tinkering  with  it,,  to  assume  a  bhare 
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of  the  responsibility  wldch,  in  my  judg- 
ment, we  should  be  most  reluctant  to 
i;ake  on  our  shoulders. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the 
Chair.] 

Clause  1 : 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords, before  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Cromer) 
is  considered,  I  shall  ask  your  Lordships' 
leave  in  accordance  with  precedent  to 
make  a  very  few  observations  on  the 
occasion  of  this  Committee  entering  on 
these  Amendments.  I  need  not  dwell 
on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  privilege 
always  claimed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
v^hich  is  embodied  in  the  well-known 
Resolution  of  1678 — a  Resolution  which 
lias  been  repeatedly  affirmed  by  the 
action  of  the  other  House  and  is  now 
a  part  of  the  Constitution.  I  wish 
merely  to  refer  to  the  particular  applica- 
tion of  that  Resolution  and  of  the  privilege 
to  these  Amendments.  This  is  a  Bill 
which  orignated  with  a  financial  Resolu- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was 
throughout  treated  in  the  House  of 
"Commons  as  a  part  of  the  Budget  of 
the  year,  and  it  is  in  the  strictest  possible 
sense  a  money  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  which 
•deals  almost  entirely  with  the  application 
of  public  money  to  a  specified  purpose. 
I  believe  it  will  appear  that  the  House  of 
Commons  will  regard  as  an  interference 
with  their  privileges  any  Amendments 
which  in  substance  either  increase  or 
diminish  the  charge  or  which  afiect  the 
•conditions  upon  which  the  money  is 
to  be  spent.  It  may  be,  of  course,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  may  take  a 
different  view  from  the  view  which  I 
take,  but  it  is  my  duty,  I  think,  to  tell 
your  Lordships  that,  in  my  belief,  that 
House  will  take  that  view,  for  I  know,, 
and  we  all*  know,  how  jealous  they  are 
x)f  any  encroachment  upon  their  privilege. 
There  is  one  part  of  the  Bill,  that  relatmg 
to  machinery,  on  which  no  doubt,there 
may  be  a  different  opinion.  It  stands 
«omewhat  apart  from  the  clauses  relating 
to  the  application  of  the  money,  and  I 


do  not  think  that  Amendments  relating 
to  machinery  would  be  treated  as  coming 
within  the  privilege.  But  as  regards 
the  Amendment  which  is  in  the  name  of 
the  noble  Earl,  Lord  Cromer,  I  think  it 
is  my  duty,  in  accordance  with  precedent, 
to  state  to  your  Lordships  that,  in  my 
opinion,  that  Amendment  will  be  certainly 
regarded  as  a  violation  of  their  privileges 
by  the  House  of  Commons. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  not 
take  amiss  the  friendly  warning,  if  I 
may  so  call  it,  given  to  us  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord ;  and  I  entertain  so 
much  respect  for  his  high  authority  that 
I  hesitate  very  much  to  suggest  anything 
to  your  Lordships  which  might  seem 
not  in  accordance  with  his  advice.  But 
the  matter  is  a  very  grave  one  for  this 
House.  We  have  to  think,  not  only  of 
the  privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  of  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
And  I  must  say  that  there  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  tendency  to  restrict  those  rights 
in  a  manner  dangerous  to  the  public 
interest.  These  restrictions  are  parti- 
cularly dangerous  at  the  present  time 
because,  owing  to  the  arrangements  under 
which  business  is  conducted  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  it  happens  again  and  again 
that  important  measures  pass  through 
that  House  without  discussion  of  some 
of  their  most  important  clauses.  It 
comes  then  to  this,  that  you  may  have  a 
Bill  of  first-rate  importance,  of  which  a 
large  part  is  not  discussed  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  because  no  room  is  left  for 
that  discussion  under  the  guillotine 
arrangements  now  so  much  in  vogue, 
and  which  is  not  discussed  in  the  House 
of  Lords  because  we  are  brought  up  short 
by  a  reference  to  the  privilege  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  That  seems  to  me 
to  disclose  a  very  serious  danger. 

Now  this  question  of  House  of  Com- 
mons privilege  has  been  not  unfrequently 
discussed  in  this  House.  We  have  the 
right — I  believe  that  is  not  contested — 
to  reject  a  Money  Bill  altogether,  but 
there  seems  to  be  a  very  considerable 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  we  are  free  to  deal  with  Amend- 
ments to  a  Money  Bill,  particularly 
if  it  is  not  a  Money  Bill  pure  and  simple, 
but  one  of  those  Bills  which,  dealing 
with   financial    qiyjs.tjiojig,(  algQr%iftYelve 
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important  legislative  issues.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  told  us  a  moment  ago 
that  this  was  a  Money  Bill  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  word,  because  it  was  intro- 
duced after  a  Resolution  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  shall  be  able, 
I  think,  to  show  presently  that  there  have 
been  other  Bills  introduced  in  an  exactly 
similar  manner  under  cover  of  aA  exactly 
similar  resolution  which  the  House  of 
Lords  has  been  allowed  to  amend. 

I  am  tempted,  and  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
have  to  ask  the  patience  of  the  House 
while  I  cite  one  or  two  authorities  in 
support  of  my  view.  The  matter  is 
so  important  and  is  one  that  cannot  be 
hurriedly  passed  over.  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  show  to  your  Lordships  that 
there  has  been  in  the  past  a  reasonable 
interpretation  of  the  rule  of  privilege 
88  well  as  an  unreasonable  interpretation 
of  that  rule,  under  ^^hich  it  is  soi  ght 
to  deny  to  this  House  all  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  Bills  of  this  class.  So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  gather  from  the 
precedents  to  which  I  have  referred,  it 
has  been  on  previous  occasions  admitted 
that  this  House  did  not  encroach  on  the 
privilege  of  the  other  House  if  its  Amend- 
ments were  distinctly  within  the  scope 
and  intention  of  the  Bill  under  dis- 
cussion, and,  in  support  of  that  view,  I 
should  like  to  cite  to  your  Lordships  the 
following  cases.  One  of  them  arose  as 
long  age  as  the  year  1838,  and  I  find 
that  Mr.  Speaker  Abercromby  used 
these  words.  Dealing  with  the  Lords' 
Amendments  to  the  Poor  Relief  (Ireland) 
Bill,  he  said — 

**  As  the  Bill  was  one  of  a  very  peculiar 
character,  affecting  not  only  the  proprietors 
of  the  land,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and,  as  the  principle  of  rating  was 
necessarily  incidental  to  such  a  measure,  he 
considered  that,  if  the  privileges  of  this  House 
were  strictly  pressed  in  such  a  case,  they  would 
almost  tend  to  prevent  the  House  of  Peers 
from  taking  such  a  measure  into  its  considera- 
tion in  a  way  that  might  be  on  all  grounds 
advisable." 

He  then  gave  this  remarkable  advice  to 
the  House — 

"  He  thought  the  privileges  of  this  House 
would  be  best  secured  by  being  not  too  far 
pressed." 

That  was  the  view  of  the  Speaker,  and, 
upon  that.  Lord  John  Russell  made  the 
following  comment — 

"  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  these  Amend- 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume. 


ments,  which  were  doubtless  framed  with  tbe- 
view  rather  of  forwarding  the  objects  of  the 
Bill  than  otherwise." 

I  find  that  the  subject  arose  again  in  the 
year  1847,  when  somewhat  wnilar  lan- 
guage was  used,  which  I  will  not  trouble- 
your  Lordships  by  reading,  and  again 
in  the  year  1849  in  connection  with 
another  Poor  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill^ 
Upon  that  occasion  Lord  John  Russell 
said  this — 

''  I  own  it  appears  to  me  that,  so  long  as  the 
House  of  Lords  confine  themselves  to  amending 
the  Poor  Law,  with  a  view  to  eflFect  better 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  a  legal  provision  for 
the  poor,  and  not  for  the  sdke  of  increasing^ 
the  amount  of  rates,  or  with  the  especial  view 
of  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  subject,  it  is  not 
expedient  that  we  should  assert  our  privileges 
in  that  respect.  With  regard  to  legislatioa 
in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  poor,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  a  subject 
of  very  great  importance,  and  one  concerning- 
which  both  Houses  of  Parliament  should  he 
entitled  to  give  an  opinion.  I  think  legislatioa 
is  likely  to  proceed  more  harmoniously  between, 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  if  we  do  not  assert 
our  privileges  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind." 

I  cannot  conceive  language  more  exactly 
fitted  to  the  circumstances  through  which 
we  are  passing  at  the  present  time^ 
Lord  John  Russell  went  on — 

**  1  believe  that  the  Amendments  have  been, 
introduced  by  the  House  of  Lords  with  a  view 
to  amend,  in  their  opinion,  the  law  relating 
the  poor  in  Ireland.  That  I  conceive  to  be 
a  subject  upon  which  they  are  fairly  entitled 
to  give  an  opinion,  and  respecting  which  they 
have  a  right  to  propose  such  Amendments  as^ 
they  think  would  conduce  to  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  poor  in  Ireland." 

Those  are,  no  doubt,  comparatively 
remote  cases,  and  I  wish  to  mention  one 
or  two  of  more  recent  date. 

I  come  to  the  Free  Education  Bill 
of  1891.  That  Bill,  like  the  Bill  upon 
the  Table,  was  a  Money  Bill  in  the 
sense  that  it  began  with  a  Resolution  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Resolution 
with  which  the  Free  Education  Bill  of 
1891  began  was  really  word  for  word 
the  same  as  the  Resolution  upon  which 
this  Bill  is  framed.  The  two  Resolutions 
are  in  precisely  similar  terms.  Thft 
House  of  Lords  amended  thp  Free  Edu- 
cation Bill  of  1891,  and  some  of  tht 
Amendments  were  accepted  by  thft- 
House  of  Commons.  With  others  the- 
House  did  not  agree,  and  the  Speak« 
advised  the  House  not  to  accept  them^ 
The  House  of  Lords  did  not  accept  that 
decision  of  the  Speaker  without  demur. 
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for  I  find  that  the  late  Lord  Salisbury 
drew  attention  to  the  matter  in  thi? 
House  and  made  a  very  remarkable 
statement.    Lord  Salisbury  said — 

**  It  appears  to  me  the  claim  set  up  in  the 
reasons  sent  by  the  House  of  Commons  is  an 
excessive  claim,  and  much  in  advance  of  any 
that  has  been  made  before,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  is  tenable.  .  .  . 
I  think,  in  assenting  to  this  Amendment,  we 
ought  to  indicate  that,  though  we  do  so  for  the 
sake  of  the  Bill  being  passed,  we  cannot  consent 
to  the  doctrine  stated  in  the  reasons  sent  up 
by  the  House  of  Commons  being  made  a  pre- 
cedent hereafter,  that  anything  which  may 
indirectly  lead  to  an  increase  in  the  public 
charge  is  outside  the  competence  of  this  House.*' 

Lord  Salisbury  then  moved,  and  the 
House  accepted,  the  following  Resolu- 
tion— 

**  That  this  House,  in  agreeing  to  the  said 
Amendment,  makes  no  admission  in  respect  of 
any  deduction  which  may  be  made  from  the 
reasons  offered  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
does  not  consent  that  the  said  reasons  should 
hereafter  be  drawn  into  a  precedent." 

That  shows  that  this  House  guarded 
itself  against  accepting  what  I  ventured 
to  call  just  now  the  extreme  interpreta- 
tion of  the  privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

I  am  afraid  that  I  must  trouble  your 
Lordships  with  one  more  case.  It  is  a 
case  of  recent  date  that  appears  to  me  to 
go  even  further  in  support  of  the  view 
that  I  have  ventured  to  maintain.  In 
1906,  when  we  sent  down  the  Education 
Bill  of  that  year  to  the  House  of  Commons 
with  a  very  large  number  of  Amendments, 
a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  sug- 
gested that  the  whole  of  those  Amend- 
ments were  an  encroachment  on  the 
privilege  of  the  House  and  should  there- 
fore be  rejected  en  bloc.  I  want  your 
Lordships  to  consider  what  was  said  on 
that  by  the  present  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons.     He  said — 

"  The  hon.  Member  asks  me  to  rule  that  all 
the  Amendments  are  infringements  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House.  In  asking  me  to  do 
that  I  think  he  is  asking  me  to  press  the  position 
which  this  House  has  taken  up  on  questions  of 
privilege  far  beyond  the  rule  which  has  hitherto 
obtained.  If  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member 
were  pressed  to  its  logical  conclusion  it  would 
prevent  the  House  of  Lords  from  dealing  with 
any  question  which  affected  the  Army,  or  the 
Navy,  or  the  Civil  service,  or  with  any  object 
whatever  for  which  any  grant  is  voted  by  this 
House.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  the  intention 
of  the  Resolution  which  he  cited,  and  it  certainly 
has  not  been,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  practice 
of  this  House  to  press  its  privileges  so  far. 


Therefore,  I  am  driven  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  hon.  Member  has  asked  me  to  lay  down  a 
rule  which  has  never  hitherto  been  adopted  by 
this  House,  for  which  he  himself  said  he  was 
unable  to  find  any  direct  precedent,  and  for 
that  reason  I  cannot  accede  to  the  view  he  has 
put  forward." 

Well,  my  Lords,  these  cases  seem  to  me 
to  show  that  it  has  been  again  and  again 
conceded  that  this  House  is  within  its 
rights  when  it  amends  a  Bill  which, 
although  in  a  sense  a  Money  Bill,  deals 
with  matters  which  are  not  mere  financial 
matters,  but  go  a  great  deal  beyond  mere 
question  of  finance.  I  will  go  further  and 
say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House,  if  it 
considers  that  a  Bill  coming  from  the 
House  of  Commons  is  capable  of  useful 
amendment  and  that  the  Amendments 
are  not  inconsistent  with  the  general 
scope  and  effect  of  the  Bill,  to  suggest 
those  Amendments  even  if  they  touch  the 
border  of  privi'ege  and  leave  to  the  House 
of  Commons  the  responsibility  of  rejecting 
them. 

The  matter  is  one  of  very  great  difl&- 
culty  and  delicacy,  because  it  involves 
the  relations  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  am  almost  disposed  to  think 
that  it  is  a  matter  that  deserves  to  be 
thoroughly  in[quired  into  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  some  rules  more 
distinct  than  any  which  can  be  gathered 
from  the  text-books ;  but  in  the  mean- 
while I  humbly  suggest  that  the  opinion 
expressed  by  Mr.  Speaker  Abercromby 
that  the  privilege  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons can  be  best  secured  by  not  pressing 
it  too  hard,  is  a  reasonable  and  states- 
manlike view.  For  that  reason  I  trust 
that  your  Lordships  will  not  be  deterred 
from  discussing  the  Amendment  of  my 
noble  friend  on  the  cross  benches,  or, 
indeed,  any  of  the  Amendments  on  the 
Paper,  merely  because  we  are  to  be  told 
that  this  is  a  money  Bill  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  House  of  Lords  has  not  a  right 
to  lay  a  finger  upon  any  one  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

The  Earl  op  HALSBURY:  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  a  general  controversy  on 
the  subject  of  privilege,  and  I  do  not 
find  anything  in  what  was  said  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
with  which  I  can  specifically  disagree. 
But  I  wish,  in  the  first  place,  to  point 
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O'lt  that  tfae  diflcuasion  is  in  one  sense 
inopportune.  No  one  has  ever  doubted 
for  a  moment  the  right  of  this  House  to 
discuss  at  any  length  all  the  provisions 
of  any  Bill,  whether  a  money  Bill  or 
otherwise.  The  House  of  Conunons  has 
repeatedly  adopted  suggestions  intended 
to  promote  the  general  object  of  a  Bill, 
without  considering  whether  they  were 
or  were  not  an  infringement  of  their 
privileges.  The  question,  therefore,  would 
only  arise  after  Amendments  had  been 
made  by  your  Lordships,  and  when 
the  Bill  as  amended  was  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons  for  its  assent. 
Another  proposition  has  also  been  re- 
peatedly pointed  out  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  is  that,  even  assuming, 
in  the  strictest  sense,  that  it  is  an  invasion 
of  privilege,  an  Amendment  moved  by 
your  Lordships  might,  nevertheless,  be 
such  an  improvement  to  the  Bill  that  the 
House  of  Commons  were  quite  prepared 
to  accept  it  and  make  it  part  of  the  Bill. 
Those  two  propositions  appear  to  me  to 
show  that  a  discussion  at  present  makes 
it  inopportune  to  determine  what  should 
or  should  not  be  the  course  of  proceeding 
with  regard  to  Amendments.  I  may 
say,  in  passing,  that  the  noble  Earl,  Lord 
Rosebery,  if  he  will  forgive  me  for 
8  lying  so,  assumed  a  contradictory 
position.  If  these  Amendments,  such 
as  they  are,  are  rejected  by  the  House 
of  Commons  as  not  being  within  the 
competence  of  this  House  to  insert, 
where  is  the  responsibility  for  the  Bill 
hereafter  when  that  which  we  have 
suggested  in  the  way  of  Amendment  has 
been  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  is  an  argument 
which  defeats  itself.  The  only  mode  in 
which  we  could  be  supposed  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  consequences  of  this 
Bill  would  be  by  the  adoption  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  any 
of  our  Amendments. 

The  Earl  op  ROSEBERY:  I  did 
not  fiay  that  all  the  Amendments  were 
against  the  privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  :  Then 
that  restricts  my  observations  to  the 
particular  Amendments  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  did  refer.     No  responsibility 

The  Earl  of  Hahhury. 


I  on  our  part  can  be  involved  if  oui  Amend- 
ments are  rejected,  but  it  seems  to  me 
I  that  it  is  our  duty  to  try  and  make  the 
I  Bill,  if  it  is  to  pass,  as  good  as  it  can 
t  be  made.     Apart  from  the  merely  techni- 
,  cal  question  of  privilege,  there  are  cases 
which    might    be    quoted  which    show 
I  that  other  questions  arise.     I  remember 
I  that  on  one  occasion,  when  the  House 
i  of    Commons    had   passed    a    provision 
I  appointing   certain    agents   in    Jamaica 
1  to  hold  office  for  three  years,  this  House 
I  altered  the  period  to  five  years,  thereby 
I  adding  another  two  years  salary ;    and 
I  that    Amendment    was    accepted.     But 
the  technical  question  is  not  just  now 
before    us.     Nothinsr    could    be    more 
i  true   or   more   absolutely   pertinent  to 
the  position  than  what  the  noble    Earl 
I  Lord   Rosebery    said    when    he    spoke 
I  of  the  vast  change  in  public  policy  in- 
j  volved  in  this  Bill,  and  is  it  to  be  said 
j  that  this  House  alone  is  to  be  silent  in 
I  such  a  case  ?     I  should  be  very  sorry, 
indeed,  if  any  technical  rules  of  privilege 
;  prevented  the  fullest  and  amplest  dis- 
j  cussion  of  the  various  provisions  of  this 
Bill.     If  it  ever  were  true  that  we  ought 
to  assert  the  right  of  discussion,  at  all 
events,  it  is  certainly  true  at  a  time  when 
j  some  of  the  most  important  provisions 
I  of  this  Bill  have  been  passed  over  without 
dipcussion  at  all,  at  the  instance  of  the 
I  Ministry  for  the  time  being.    It  appears 
'  to  me  that  it  is  time  for  us  to  assert 
I  our  right  of  discussion,  and  that  one  of 
I  our  institutions,   at  all  events,    should 
insist  upon  the  right  of  free  discussion, 
i  and  not  be  entirely  controlled  by  the 
Ministry  for  the  time  being. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Eari  of  Crewe)  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  indeed  very  little  to  add 
to  what  has  been  said  by  my  noble  and 
learned  friend.  He  said  with  perfect 
truth  that  we  are  not  the  guardians  ot 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  in  saying  what  he  did  he  acted  accord- 
1  ing  to  many  precedents  in  drawing  atten- 
I  tion  to  certain  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
which,  in  his  opinion  and  in  the  opinion 
of  others,  might,  if  adopted  by  this 
House,  be  regarded  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  a  breach  of  privilege. 

That  has  happened  before.     The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  will  very  well 
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remember  what  happened  on  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  Bill  in  1897.  On  that  occa- 
•rion  an  Amendment  was  moved  by  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Spencer,  the  effect  of 
which  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
somewhat  to  diminish  the  charge  under 
the  Bill ;  and  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
•opposite,  then  upon  the  Woolsack,  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  proposed 
Amendment  was  in  contravention  of  the 
iamous  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  considered  it  his  duty,  with, 
I  think,  the  general  agreement  of  the 
House,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact.  That 
is  what  my  noble  and  learned  friend  be- 
hind me  has  done  on  this  occasion.  The 
noble  Marquess,  Lord  Lansdowne,  adduced 
various  precedents  of  varying  age,  and 
.also,  if  I  may  say  so,  of  var3ang  value.  I 
<lo  not  think  that  he  added  much  to  the 
-strength  of  his  position  by  alluding  to 
the  Motion  which  was  made  by  Mr.  Paul, 
i;he  Member  for  Northampton,  in  respect 
-to  the  Education  Bill  of  1906,  or  to  the 
-observations  which  at  that  time  fell  from 
Mr.  Speaker.  Mr.  Paul's  contention  was 
that  because  the  Bill  in  certain  repects 
•dealt  with  money  it  should  in  no  way  be 
touched  or  amended  by  your  Lordships  ; 
that  is  to  say,  that,  supposing  your  Lord- 
•ships  had  inserted  an  Amendment  that 
one  of  the  managers  should  be  a  woman,  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  think  it  would 
be  generally  agreed  that  that  was  strain- 
ing the  theory  of  privilege  beyond  any- 
thing that  has  ever  been  attempted  be- 
iore,  and  the  hon.  Member  himself  fully 
.admitted  that  that  was  the  case. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  in  the  observations  which  he  made 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  took  a  line 
in  the  other  direction,  which,  so  far  as  I 
can  understand,  this  House  has  not 
previously  attempted  to  take.  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that,  although  an  Amend- 
ment affected  the  charges  either  in  the 
way  of  increase  or' diminution,  as  long  as 
it  was  within  the  scope  and  purpose  of 
i;he  Bill  it  ought  not  to  be  considered 
a  breach  of  privilege.  I  ask  the  noble 
Marquess  whether  the  House  of  Commons 
-would  not  consider  it  to  be  outside  the 
province  of  this  House  to  double  or  halve 
the  charges  connected  with  a  Bill.  It 
could  not  be  said  that  to  do  that  would 
be  foreign  to  the  whole  scope  and  purpose 


of  the  Bill,  but  I  think  it  must  be  generally 
agreed  that  that  would  be  regarded  by 
the  other  House  as  a  very  distinct  breach 
of  privilege. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  has 
just  sat  down  said  that  this  was  a  great 
change  of  public  policy,  and  the  House  of 
Lords  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  con- 
sidering it.  There  I  fully  agree  with  him, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  because  a  change 
of  policy  is  important  a  breach  of  privilege 
becomes  more  venial.  The  other  House 
might  be  prepared  in  a  particular  case  to 
waive  their  privileges,  or  might  not  con- 
sider the  matter  of  sujficient  importance 
to  call  for  the  assertion  of  them  ;  but  it 
certainly  would  not  be  on  account  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  that 
that  course  would  be  taken.  The  object 
of  my  noble  friend  was,  as  I  think  the 
object  of  us  all  ought  to  be,  to  avoid 
an3rthing  in  the  nature  of  a  collision  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses  if  it  can 
be  reasonably  avoided.  My  noble  friend 
simply  uttered  a  warning,  as  I  think  he 
was  not  only  entitled  but  bound  to  do  in 
the  position  which  he  holds. 

♦Earl  CROMER  moved  to  amend 
Clause  1  (right  to  receive  old-age  pension) 
by  inserting  at  the  beginning  the  words  : 
"  until  the  31st  day  of  December,  1915." 
He  said  he  was  unable  to  respond  to  the 
appeal  which  Lord  Rosebery  had  made 
to  him.  His  noble  friend's  argument 
appeared  to  be  that  their  Lordships 
would  be  less  responsible  for  this  measure 
if  they  did  not  attempt  to  amend  it  than 
if  they  did  amend  it.  Personally  he  would 
feel  much  less  responsible  if  he  had  done 
his  best  to  amend  the  Bill  than  if  he  had 
taken  no  step  in  that  direction.  The 
Bill,  as  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the 
House  had  remarked  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, was  not  a  long  one,  but  it  was  one 
of  very  great  importance.  It  was  scarcely 
an  exaggeration  to  say  that  not  only 
every  clause,  but  every  line  of  each 
clause  bristled  with  difficulties.  The  Bi  1 
had  been  in  their  Lordships*  hands  for 
little  more  than  a  week,  and  he  submitted 
that  that  was  far  too  short  a  time  for  the 
proper  study  of  a  matter  of  such  im- 
portance. 

He  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the 
very  great  difficulties  under  which  private 
Members    of    their    Lordships'    House 
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laboured  in  dealing  with  a  question  of  this 
sort.  They  could,  indeed,  through  the 
medium  of  the  reports,  necessarily 
abridged,  which  were  published  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  other  House,  gain 
some  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  for  and  against  the 
various  provisions  contained  in  the  Bill, 
but  they  could  not  apply  themselves 
seriously  to  the  work  of  amendment  until 
the  Bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it  finally 
left  the  other  House,  was  in  their  hands. 
Then  some  of  their  Lordships  would,  he 
had  no  doubt,  like  to  consult  the  many 
authorities  outside  the  House  who  had 
made  a  special  study  of  the  questions  with 
which  the  Bill  dealt.  Finally,  when 
any  individual  Member  had  made  up  his 
mind  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Amendment 
he  would  like  to  propose,  he  generally 
had  to  get  it  put  into  proper  form  by 
some  one  versed  in  the  somewhat  abstruse 
science  of  drafting.  A  month  or  six  weeks 
would  not  have  been  too  long  for  the 
study  of  this  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee stage  was  taken.  In  the  course 
of  the  last  few  days  he  had  re- 
ceived a  great  many  letters  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bill.  He  would  like  to 
read  an  extract  from  one  of  them .  It  .was 
from  a  working  man.  In  the  course  of  a 
somewhat  lengthy  letter  he  wrote — 

"  I  can  asAure  you  that  there  are  some  even 
among  working  men  who  endorse  your  views, 
and  I  exceedingly  regret  that  greater  oppor- 
tunities for  discussion  were  not  allow^  I 
heartily  wish  you  success  in  your  Amendment. 
The  limited  experience  it  would  impose  would, 
I  am  sure,  be  sufficient  to  convince  even  ardent 
supporters  of  the  measure  of  the' grave  mistake 
they  are  so  cheerfully  making.'* 

Many  suggestions  had  been  made  to  him 
by  persons  whose  opinions  were  entitled 
to  respect,  as  to  how  the  Bill  could  be 
amended,  and  he  had  not  the  least  doubt 
that  if  time  were  available  for  further 
discussion  some  very  useful  Amendments 
in  detail  might  be  made  without  in  any 
way  striking  a  blow  at  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  All  Amendments  of  this  nature, 
however,  required  careful  consideration 
before  they  were  brought  forward,  and 
the  time  lor  adequate  consideration  had 
not  been  given  to  them.  He  need 
hardly  say  that  he  was  far  from  blaming 
any  individuals  for  that  state  of  things. 
He  was  aware  that  they  owed  it  to  the 
unfailing  courtesy  displayed  by  the 
Earl  Cromer, 


noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  House  that 
a  few  days'  grace  had  been  accorded  to 
them,  and  that  the  Committee  Stage- 
was  adjourned  from  last  Thursday  till 
that  day. 

The  system  was  at  fault,  and  he  must 
say  that  anything  more  unsatisfactory 
than  the  practical  working  of  the  legisla- 
tive machinery  of  this  coimtry  at  present^ 
could  scarcely  be  conceived.  In  the  first 
stage  of  any  important  legislation  there- 
was  generally  what  would  seem  to  be- 
almost  a  plethora  of  talk.  Then  they 
rushed  from  the  extreme  of  procrastina- 
tion to  the  other  extreme  of  precipitation^ 
The  guillotine  was  ruthlessly  applied  and 
the  measure  reached  their  Lordsh'pj' 
House  without  any  adequate  discussion 
having  taken  place  in  the  other  House- 
on  some  of  its  most  important  pro- 
visions. In  the  House  of  Lords^ 
they  were,  fortunately,  free  from  the- 
operation  of  any  guillotine,  but  he- 
submitted  that  a  moral  pressure  was- 
put  upon  them  which  produced  a  verjr 
similar  effect.  They  were  hustled  into 
precipitate  legislation,  and  thus  becamo 
in  some  degree  responsible  for  measures 
which  all  were  fully  aware  might 
be  greatly  improved  if  time  for  im- 
provement had  been  allowed.  So  fully 
convinced  was  he  of  the  unwisdom  of 
haste  in  dealing  with  the  Bill  before- 
them,  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
that  he  abandoned  a  proposal  which  at 
one  time  he  had  thought  of  submitting^ 
to  their  Lordships  to  the  effect  that  the- 
Committee  stage  should  be  adjourned, 
till  the  Autumn  Session.  He  was  aware- 
that  the  adoption  of  that  course  would 
have  postponed  by  a  few  months  t  he- 
passing  of  the  Bill,  but  that  would  not 
have  been  too  high  a  price  to  pay  for 
eventually  producing  a  measure  which, 
would  have  been  well-considered,  instead 
of  one  which  bore  throughout  the  stamp 
of  undue  haste  and  want  of  foresight* 
He  trusted  their  Lordffhips  would  pardon 
him  for  this  digression.  He  had  wished, 
however,  to  enter  a  further  protest,  in 
addition  to  those  which  had  frequently 
been  made  on  former  occasions,  against 
the  legislative  procedure  now  in  vogue^ 

Of  the  two  Amendments  to  the  clause- 
standing  in  his  name  the  second  was. 
merely  a  natural  consequence  of  the  first,, 
and  he  would  deal  with  them  together. 
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Under  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood,  not  only 
every  person  now  living,  but  everyone 
bom  hereafter  would,  on  attaining  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  pension  if  he  or  she  fulfilled 
the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Act. 
His  proposal  was  that  the  obligation  to 
pive  pensions  on  attaining  the  age  of 
seventy  under  the  conditions  of  the  Bill 
should  expire  on  31st  December,  1915, 
but  that  no  person  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
under  the  Act  on  that  date  should  be 
deprived  of  his  pension  by  the  expiry  of 
the  Act.  He  need  hardly  say  that  this 
did  not  mean  that  the  system  of  granting 
old-age  pensions  would  cease  and  de- 
termine in  1915.  Far  from  it.  All  that 
the  Amendment  provided  was  that  at 
some  time  prior  to  the  close  of  1915  the 
subject  must  again  come  before  Parlia- 
ment, with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of 
a  new  and  probably  more  complete 
system  based  on  the  experience  which  by 
that  time  would  have  been  gained. 

The  Amendment  was  not  conceived 
in  aAy  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Bill.  It 
was  in  no  sense  what  was  generally 
called  a  wrecking  Amendment.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  Second  Reading,  he  spoke 
somewhat  stroAgly  against  the  Bill  as  a 
whole,  on  the  ground  that  no  adequate 
provision  was  made  for  the  heavy  ex- 
penditure which  would  be  incurred.  But 
he  had  never  in  the  least  doubtlfl  the 
desirability  of  making  better  provision 
than  now  existed  for  the  aged  poor,  and, 
moreover,  even  if  this  were  not  the  case, 
he  would  consider  that  now  that  the 
principle  had  been  affirmed  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  it  was  far  too 
late  to  call  it  in  question.  Nor  did  the 
Amendment  contain  any  covert  attack 
on  a  non-contributory  system.  What- 
ever might  be  said  for  and  against  that 
system,  the  Bill  was  based  upon  the 
principle  that  a  non-contributory  system 
was  to  be  recognised  by  the  law  of  this 
country.  He  therefore  wished  to  say 
that  he  accepted  that  principle  loyally. 
But  this  did  not  imply  the  absolute 
negation  of  some  sort  of  contributory 
scheme  for  all  time. 

In  the  course  of  the  debates  which  had 
taken  place  in  this  and  the  other  House, 
it  had  been  fully  recognised  by  Members 
of  His  Majesty's  (government  that  the 
plan    embodied    in    the  Bill   was  of  a 


provisional,  and  not  of  a  permanent 
nature.  The  Prime  Minister,  speaking 
in  the  other  House  on  June  17th,  dis- 
tinctly said — 

"The  Bill  does  not  prejudice  any  actioa 
Parliament  may  see  proper  to  take  in  the  years 
to  come  " — 

and  he  thought  he  was  also  right  in 
stating  that  in  a  speech  made  to  a 
meeting  held  in  London  the  Prime 
Minister  said  that  the  Government  Bill 
would  not  prevent  the  enactment  of  a 
contributory  measure  hereafter.  What 
he  wanted  to  see  was  the  essentially 
provisional  character  of  the  measure- 
stamped  upon  the  face  of  the  Bill.  If 
once  a  distinct  promise  was  given,  not 
only  to  the  present  but  future  generations, 
that  all  were  to  be  entitled  to  a  pension 
who  fulfilled  the  conditions  set  forth  in. 
the  Bill,  it  would,  he  conceived,  be  very 
difficult  to  do  anything  which  would 
render  the  Grovernment  of  the  day  open 
to  the  charge  that  the  promise  had  been 
broken.  He  wanted,  therefore,  to  limit 
the  liability  of  the  Government. 

One  of  the  main  objections  to  a  con- 
tributory scheme  was  that  it  would  be  a 
great  many  years  before  it  would  come 
into  operation.  Under  the  Amendment 
which  he  proposed  this  difficulty  dis- 
appeared. To  use  a  term  which  had  been 
frequently  employed  in  these  debate i, 
it  enabled  the  transitionary  period  before 
a  more  thorough  scheme  could  be  devised,, 
to  be  bridged  over.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  he  would  like  to  see  some 
sort  of  contributory  scheme  grafted  ou 
to  the  present  measure.  Neither  was. 
he  at  all  convinced  that  such  a  process 
would  be  impossible,  though  he  did  not 
in  the  least  say  that  he  was  prepared 
to  bring  forward  a  cut-and-dried  scheme 
at  present  for  effecting  this  object.  But 
the  Amendment  did  not  pledge  the 
Government  to  the  adoption  of  a  con- 
tributory scheme.  On  the  contrary,  it 
left  the  field  quite  clear.  All  it  did,  in 
effect,  was  to  say — This  is  a  temporary 
measure  ;  we  provide  by  this  Bill  for 
people  who  are  already  advanced  in  life, 
and  we  await  the  Report  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commission  and  the  experience 
which  will  be  gained  by  the  practical 
working  of  this  temporary  measure,  in. 
order  to  reconsider  the  matter  and 
bring    forward  ^^  ^^i^g^Qlihorough 
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measure  for  dealing  with  the  whole  of 
this  important  question. 

There  could  not  be  any  doubt  that 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  would  strike  a  very 
serious  blow  to  the  operations  of  the 
friendly  societies.  Under  his  Amend- 
ment the  effect  of  this  blow  would  be 
very  much  mitigated.  There  would  still 
be  a  strong  inducement  to  all  persons 
under  sixty-three  years  of  age  to  make 
provision  for  themselves,  with  the  result 
that  thrift  would  not  be   discouraged. 

After  the  discussion  that  had  taken 
place  he  could  hardly  hope  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  would  accept  the 
Amendment,  which  had  been  brought 
forward  after  consultation  with  many 
who  had  devoted  their  Uves  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  important  question, 
and  which  would  be  very  warmly  received 
by  the  very  numerous  classes  who  viewed 
with  much  alarm  the  very  sweeping 
nature  of  the  scheipe  involved  in  the 
Bill.  The  date  of  31st  December,  1915, 
hid  been  mentioned  because,  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  the  noble 
Viscount  (Lord  Wolverhampton)  stated 
that  probably  Lord  George  Hamilton's 
Commission  would  report  in  the  autumn, 
and  that  then  it  might  take  four  or  five 
years  to  frame  a  Bill  for  the  reform  of 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law. 
He  did  not  hold  any  strong  opinion  as 
to  the  date  which  should  be  mentioned 
ir.  the  Amendment ;  but  for  purposes 
of  discussion,  he  had  given  six  years,  or 
one  more  year  than  the  maximum  period 
named  by  the  noble  Viscount. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  insert  at  the  beginning 
of  the  elauHe  the  words  *  Until  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifteen.*  ''—{Earl  Cromer.) 

*ViscouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  did  not  quite  see  what  advantage 
would  accrue  by  the  adoption  of  this 
Amendment.  The  Amendment  pro- 
ceeded on  the  assumption  that  Parlia- 
ment would,  on  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
lose  its  power  for  so  many  years.  But 
the  Bill  could  not  bind  a  succeeding 
Parliament  as  to  the  duration  of  the  Act, 
and  it  could  be  repealed  by  any  future 
Parliament  whenever  it  thought  fit  so 
to    do.     Referring   to   the    question    of 

Uarl  Cromer. 


privilege  as  between  the  two  Houses, 
he  quite  agreed  that  there  were  Amend' 
ments  in  regard  to  which  the  House  of 
Commons  wisely  waived  the  question 
of  privilege.  It  had  been  done  in  a 
great  many  cases.  He  reminded  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion that  there  was  one  precedent  which 
he  did  not  quote,  and  that,  he  thought, 
was  the  most  recent  of  all.  That  was 
the  precedent  of  the  Voluntary  Schools 
Bill  of  1897  when  Lord  Halsbury,  then 
Lord  Chancellor,  called  attention  to  the 
position  in  which  an  Amendment  moved 
by  Lord  Spencer  stood.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  said — 

*'  He  called  attention  to  the  matter  at  once 
for  the  sake  of  saving  time,  for  he  thought  the 
same  question  would  arise  on  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  Amendments  proposed  to  be  moved." 

He  thought  that,  so  far  as  he  could  fore- 
cast the  future,  the  same  state  of  things 
would  be  repeated  on  this  occasion. 
Lord  Halsbury  continued 

"  The  Bill  was  for  the  purpose  of  making 
certain  grants-in-aid  to  voluntary  schools. 
The  rule — ^he  called  it  a  rule,  for,  although  it  was 
originally  a  protest  and  a  Resolution  of  the 
other  House,  it  had,  as  Sir  Thomas  May  said 
in  his  book,  been  acted  upon  as  a  rule  of  Parlia- 
mentary procedure  for  some  300  jrears — was : 
'  That  all  aids  and  supplies  and  aids  to  His 
Majesty  in  Parliament  are  the  sole  gift  of  the 
Commons  and  all  Bills  for  the  granting  of  any 
such  aids  and  supplies  ought  to  begin  with  the 
Commons,  and  that  it  is  the  undoubted  and 
sole  ri|ht  of  the  Commons  to  direct,  limit,  and 
appoint  in  such  Bills  the  ends,  purposes,  con- 
siderations, conditions,  limitations,  and  quali- 
fications of  such  grants  which  ought  not  to  be 
changed  or  altered  by  the  House  of  Lords.** 

Lord  Halsbury  then  quoted  Sir  Thomas 
May's  comment  upon  this,  which  was — 

"  It  is  upon  this  latter  Resolution  that  all 
proceedings  between  the  two  Houses  in  matters 
of  Supply  are  now  founded.'* 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  continued — 

'*  Upon  this  Parliament  had  act«d  ever  since* 
and  in  the  circumstances  he  put  it  to  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  whether  he  agAed 
with  him  in  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  the 
words.  He  had  no  authority,  although  Speaker 
of  the  House,  to  decide  questions  of  order. 
Had  he  that  right,  he  should  decide  that  the 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  Earl 
Spencer  was  out  of  order,  but  he  now  only  put  it 
to  the  noble  Earl  and  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  beside  him  whether  it  was  possible,  in  the 
face  of  the  authority  he  had  quoted,  to  say 
that  the  Amendment  was  in  order  ?  If  it 
were  not  in  order  then  it  would  be  hardly 
respectful  to  the  House  to  discuss  the  matter 
and  to  come  to  a  decision  to  which  their  Lord- 
«hip8  could  give  ■iOg^^,t'«^«^^»-«  « 
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the  Amendment  were  passed  it  would,  as  a 
privileged  Amendment,  have  to  be  again  struck 
out  of  the  Bill" 


That  was  exactly  the  position  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  took  up  with 
regard  to  the  Amendment  now  moved 
by  Earl  Cromer.  It  was  an  Amendment 
which    they   certainly   could    not,    and 
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should  not,  accept,  because,  in  their 
opinion,  it  woxdd  be  a  violation  of  the 
privileges  of  the  other  House. 

On  Question,  "  That  these  words  be^ 
here  inserted," 


Their   Lordships   divided  : — Contents,. 
77  ;     Not  Contents,  45. 


Marlborough,  D. 
Korthuml)«rland,  D. 
Rutland,  D. 
WeUington,  D. 

Bath,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Salisbury,  M. 

Camwath,  E. 
Cawdor,  E. 
Clarendon,  K 
Cromer,  E. 
Denbigh,  E- 
Eldon,  E. 
Haddington,  E. 
Halsbury,  E. 
Lovelace,  £. 
Malmesbury,  £. 
Mar,  E. 
Mayo,  E. 
Morton,  E. 
Mount  Edgcombe,  K 
Orford,  E. 
Plymouth,  E. 
Powis,  E. 
Stamford,  E. 
Verulam,  E. 


Lorebum,  L.     {L,  Chancellor,) 
Ripon,  M.     {L,  Privy  Seal.) 

Northampton,  M. 

Beauchamp,  E.     {L,  Steward.) 
Carrington,  E. 
Chesterfield,  E 
Craven,  E. 
Crewe,  K 
Jersey,  E. 
Kimberley,  E. 
Northbrook,  E. 
Russell,  E. 

Althorp,  V.     (L,  Chamberlain,) 


CONTENTS. 
Waldegrave,  E.     [TeWcr.] 

ChurchiU,V.    [Teller,] 

Qoschen,  V. 

Hill,  V. 

Hutchinson,  V.     (E,  Darwugh- 

more,) 
Knntsford,  V. 
St.  Aldwyn,  V. 
Lichfield,  L.  Bp. 
Peterborough,  L.  Bp. 

Abinger,  L. 

Addington,  L. 

Allerton,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Avebury,  L. 

Basing,  L. 

Biddulph,  L. 

Borthwick,  L. 

Brodrick,  L.     ( V,  Midleton,) 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  L. 

Calthorpe,  L. 

Clonbrock,  L. 

Colchester,  L. 

Cottesloe,  L. 

De  Mauley,  L. 

Digby,  L." 

Ebury,  L. 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Morley  of  Blackburn,  V. 
Ridley,  V. 
Wolverhampton,  V. 

Bangor,  L.  Bp. 

Allendale,  L. 
Armitstead,  L. 
Boston,  L. 
Clinton,  L. 
Colebrooke,  L. 
Denman,  L.     [Teller.] 
Eversloy,  L. 
Farrer,  L. 
Fitzmaurice,  L 
Glantawe,  L. 

Granard,     L.     {E,     Granard.) 
[Teller.] 


Ellenborough,  L. 

Estcourt,  L. 

Faber,  L. 

Forester,  L. 

Hindlip,  L. 

Hylton,  li. 

Killanin,  L. 

Kilmarnock,  L.     {E,  ErroU.  Y 

Kinnaird,  L. 

Lamington,  L. 

Lawrence,  L. 

Leigh,  L. 

Meidrum,  L.     (if.  HunUy.) 

Monckton,  L.    {V.Oaluxiy.) 

Monk  Bretton,  L. 

Muskerry,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Ponsonby,     L.     {E.     Bessbor- 

ough,) 
St.  Oswald,  L. 
Sanderson,  L. 
Sinclair,  L. 
Somerhill,    L.      (if.    Clanri- 

carde.) 
Tweeddale,    L.     {M.     Tmed- 

dale,) 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  L. 
Zoucho  of  Haryngworth,  L 


Hamilton  of  Dalaell,  L. 
Haversham,  L. 
Headley,  L. 
Hemphill,  L. 
Horschell,  L. 
Joicey,  L. 

Kintore,  L.     {E,  Kintore,) 
Lyveden,  L. 
Macdonnell,  L. 
Marchamley,  L. 
Ribblesdale,  L 
St.  Davids,  L. 
Sandys,  L. 
Saye  and  Sele,  L. 
Tenterden,  L. 
Welby,  L. 
Wrottesley,  L. 


Earl  CROMER  explained  that  his 
second  Amendment  was  consequential 
upon  the  one  wli^ch  their  Lordships  had 
just  adopted. 

Amendment  moved — 

^'  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  pension,* 
to  insert  the  words  '  the  person  who  is  in  receipt 


of  a  pension  on  the  thirty-ilrst  day  of  December 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  shall  not 
be  deprived  of  that  pension  by  reason  ot  the 
expiry  of  this  Act.'  " — {Earl  Cromer.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  moved 
to    insert    three    new     subsections     in 
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OlauseTl.  The  noble  Duke  expressed 
Ids  confidence  that  their  Lordships  would 
•extend  to  him  the  indulgence  which  was 
always  given  to  one  who,  however  prac- 
tised a  speaker,  addressed  their  Lord- 
ships for  the  first  time.  He  had  put 
down  the  Amendment  in  the  hope  that 
it  would  elicit  from  the  Government  an 
explanation  of  how  it  was  proposed  to 
<5arry  the  Bill  into  effect.  Machinery 
would  have  to  be  devised  by  which  a 
flum,  at  the  very  lowest  computation, 
of  £150,000  a  week  would  have  to  be 
•distributed  in  pensions,  ranging  from 
the  maximimi  of  £13  a  year  to  the 
minimimi  of  £2  10s.  a  year,  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  At  present 
the  machinery  in  the  Bill  consisted  of 
a  Central  Pensions  Board,  which  was 
to  have  power  to  delegate  its  authority 
to  any  committee  or  individual.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  time 
being  would  be  the  central  pensions 
authority.  The  other  machinery  was 
the  local  pensions  committee  and  the 
pensions  officer.  The  last-named  was 
a  Treasury  official,  and  upon  him  to  a 
great  extent  would  depend  the  success 
or  failure  of  the  Act.  The  Government 
had  left  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  Postmaster- General,  and  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  devise  schemes  as  to  how  this 
Act  was  to  be  carried  into  effect.  They 
were  taking  a  very  great  step  in  delega- 
ting what  were  really  the  functions 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  the  Minis- 
terial officials  for  the  time  being.  Very 
many  of  the  difficulties  in  putting  the 
Territorial  Forces  Act  into  operation 
were  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  Act 
itself,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  country 
had  to  wait  to  see  what  the  orders  of 
the  Army  Council  would  be.  In  this 
Pensions  Act  they  were  dealing  with  a 
very  large  sum  of  money,  and  there  was 
no  information  in  the  Bill  itself  as  to 
how  that  money  was  to  be  brought 
down  to  the  pockets  of  those  whom  Par- 
liament intended  to  receive  that  money. 
He  understood  the  agency  to  be  employed 
would  be  the  Post  Office,  but  what 
authority  would  the  Post  Office  require 
in  disbursing  these  monies  ?  What  were 
the  rules  and  regulations  which  would 
deal  with  the  distribution  of  this  large 
and  increasing  sum  of  money  ?  The 
The  Duke  of  Devonshire, 


whole  system  of  the  machinery  in  the 
Bill  was  vague  and  loose.  Those  of 
their  Lordships,  who,  like  himself, 
had  been  connected  with  the  PubUc 
Accounts  Committee  in  the  House  of 
Commons  would  know  how  essential  it 
was  that  Parliament  should  clearly 
and  distinctly  lay  down  the  source  by 
which  money  was  to  flow  from  the 
Treasury.  "Diat  was  the  only  way  in 
which  an  effective  control  could  be 
maintained.  He  did  not  pretend  that 
in  the  face  of  the  somewhat  vague  and 
faulty  machinery  in  the  Bill  his  Amend- 
ment would  convert  it  into  a  satisfactory 
machinery  ;  but  he  had  adopted  practi- 
cally the  same  phraseology  as  was  to 
be  found  in  the  Small  Holdings  Act. 
If  his  Amendment  were  accepted  it  would 
enable  Parliament  to  be  placed  in  receipt 
of  the  necessary  accounts  to  enable  a 
thorough  and  systematic  audit  to  take 
place.  At  the  present  time  there  was 
no  provision  in  the  Bill  for  any  audit 
at  all. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  16,  after  subsection  (3)  to 
insert  the  following  new  subsections :  *  (4) 
For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  there  shall  be 
opened  an  account  at  the  Bank  of  England 
called  **  The  Old-Age  Pensions  Account,  and 
there  shall  be  paid  to  this  account  such  money 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  provided  by 
Parliament  towards  defraying  the  costs  and 
expenses  incurred  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
execution  of  this  Act,  and  all  other  sums 
received  in  re8pect  of  old-age  pensions  under 
this  Act,  and  directed  by  regulations  under  this 
Act  to  be  paid  into  the  Old-Age  Pensions 
Account.  (5)  The  costs  and  expenses  inciurred 
in  Great  Britain  in  the  execution  of  this  Act 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
subject  to  regulations  to  be  made  by  the 
Treasury  out  of  the  money  standing  to  that 
account.  (6)  At  the  end  of  every  financial 
year,  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  Old-Age  Pensions  Account  shall  be  made 
up  in  such  form  and  with  such  particulars  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  Treasury,  and  shall  be 
audited  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
as  public  accounts  in  accordance  with  such 
regulations  as  the  Treasury  may  make,  and 
shall  be  laid  before  Parliament  together  with 
his  report  thereon.*  " — {The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire.) 

*ViscouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  ex- 
pressed his  pleasure  at  hearing  again 
the  voice  of  the  noble  Duke,  opposite 
to  whom  he  had  sat  for  many  years  in 
the  other  House.  He  regretted  that  the 
Government  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment.     The    regulations    for  the 
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distribution  of  the  money  would  be  laid 
before  Parliament  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  schemes  and  the  details  of  the 
schemes  had  been  prepared  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Treasury  officials,  to  whom 
the  finances  of  this  country  had  been 
•entrusted  for  so  many  years  and  with 
;80  much  success.  There  were  reasons, 
ivhich  the  noble  Duke  would  appreciate, 
why  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  put  a 
-great  deal  of  the  machinery  into  an  Act 
•of  Parliament,  because  it  could  not  then 
l)e  altered  or  amended  without  going 
through  all  the  various  stages  of  passing 
:a  Bill  through  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  machinery  for  distribution 
would  have  to  be  carefully  tested  imder 
the  supervision  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown,  and  when  the  defects  had  been 
ascertained  then  those  defects  could  be 
Administratively  altered  without  delay. 
It  was  desirable  to  avoid  having  separate 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  these  Amend- 
ments in  machinery.  He  could  assure 
the  noble  Duke  that  his  fears  in  the 
matter   were   groundless. 

Viscount  St.   ALDWYN  said    their 
Lordships  were  indebted  to  the  noble 
Duke  for  having  called  attention  to  the 
deficiency   in  the  Bill  in  the  most  im- 
portant matter  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
What  had  been  the  answer  of  the  noble 
Yiscoimt  ?     It   was   merely   that   regu- 
lations would  be  made  and  would  be 
presented  to  Parliament.    He  was  quite 
aware  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
insert   all  the  necessary  regulations  in 
An  Act  of  Parliament.     The  noble  Duke 
had  explained  that  in  the  Small  Holdings 
Act  there  were  certain  definite  principles 
laid  down  with  regard  to  the  expenditure 
of  money  which  it  would  be  perfectly 
possible,     mutatis    mutandis^     for    His 
Majesty's    Government    to    have    em- 
bodied in  this  Bill.    But  that  was  not 
done.    Would   it  not   have   been   very 
much  better,  considering  how  long  this 
matter  had  occupied  the  attention   of 
the   Government,    and   that   they  must 
have     arrived    at    certain     conclusions 
upon  it  by  this  time,  that  those  regula- 
tions   should    have    been    laid    before 
Parliament  before  they  were  asked  to 
vote^upon    the    matter,    so    that   they 
naight   know    exactly   what   they   were 
doing  ?    He  thought,  however,  after  what 
had   been    said    that   his   noble    friend 


would  probably  not  desire  to  press  the 
Amendment,  although  he  had  done  a 
public  service  in  moving  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  AVEBUKY  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  new  clause  which,  he  said,  raised 
the  whole  question  as  between  a  con- 
tributory and  a  non-contributory  scheme. 
The  price  of  an  ounce  of  tobacco  or  a 
glass  of  beer  a  week  when  a  man  entered 
life    would    find    the    money.    He    had 
shown  in  the  debate  on  Second  Reading, 
and  His  Majesty's  Government  had  not 
attempted  to  controvert  it,   that  with 
a   few   exceptions   our   workmen   could 
easily  provide  themselves  with  pensions. 
Some    250,000,    indeed,    had    done     so 
abeady.    The  Board  of  Trade  had  shown 
that  German  workmen  had  lower  wages, 
longer  hours,   dearer  food,   and   dearer 
clothes  than  our  people.     They  could  and 
did   provide    themselves  with  pensions, 
and  yet  they  were  told  that  Elnglishmen 
could  not.     The  Government  had  stated 
that  contributory  pensions  were  impos- 
sible  in    England.     They  had  given  no 
reason,    except    that    Mr.    Chamberlain 
once  said  so.    Mr.    Chamberlain,   how- 
ever, said  they  were  impossible  because 
you  could  not  bridge  over  the  interval. 
But  the  Germans  had  bridged  over  the 
interval,  and  the  Bill  with  their  Amend- 
ments would  do  so.    True  charity  would 
promote    independence    and    encourage 
thrift.    The    Bill    as    it    stood    would 
increase     dependence     and     discourage 
thrift.    Thomas   Tucker  long  ago   said 
that   husbandry    (by   which   he   meant 
thrift)  was  not  an  English  virtue.    They 
were   doing   their   best   to   prevent   its 
ever   being   so.     They   were    penalising 
prudence,  and  subsidising  self-indulgence. 
The  advocates  of  a  contributory  scheme 
said  to  the  workman,  "  If  you  will  save 
something   the    State   will   double   it." 
The  Grovemment  said  to  the  workmen  : 
"  If  you  spend  your  savings  in  beer  and 
tobacco   we  will   give   you   a  pension ; 
but  if  you  are  fool  enough  to  put  it  by 
for  old  age  we  will  do  nothing  for  you." 
And  yet  the  Government  professed  to 
be,  and  he  knew  really  were,  in  favour 
of    temperance.    The    expenses  of    the 
Bill  would  be  enormous,  but  that  was 
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not,  to  his  mind,  the  great  objection. 
If  their  Lordships  rejected  the  Amend- 
ment the  Bill  would  seriously  lower  the 
character  and  independence  of  the 
people,  but  if  they  passed  it  they  would 
really  confer  a  boon  on  the  working 
classes. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Clause  1,  to  insert  the  following  new 
clause  :  *  (1)  A  person  bom  after  the  first  day 
of  January  nineteen  hundred  and  nine  and  a 
person  who  on  that  day  is  under  sixty-five 
years  of  age  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  pension 
under  this  Act.  (2)  The  Treasury  may  make 
regulations  enabling  persons  not  entitled  to 
pensions  under  this  Act  to  provide  the  like 
pensions  for  themselves,  and  shall  cause  tables 
to  be  constructed  for  that  purpose  in  which 
interest  shall  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  four 
per  cent,  per  annum.  (3)  Where  a  person, 
who  on  the  first  day  of  January  nineteen 
hundred  and  nine  is  above  the  age  of  forty-one 
and  under  the  age  of  sixty-five  desires  to  provide 
a  pension  for  himself  as  aforesaid,  but  is  unable 
to  pay  the  full  contribution  that  is  required  by 
the  tables  from  a  person  of  his  age,  the  Treastu-y 
may  pay  for  him  so  much  of  that  contribution 
as  exceeds  the  contribution  that  is  required  by 
the  tables  from  a  person  of  the  ago  of  forty- 
one.*  " — {Lord   Avebury,) 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
the  proposal  of  the  noble  Lord  reopened 
the  whole  controversy  about  contributory 
schemes.  The  Amendment  could  not 
be  accepted,  because  the  decision  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
country  had  been  given  against  a  contri- 
butory scheme.  The  question,  so  far 
as  the  Government  were  concerned, 
was  a  chose  jugee. 

Viscount  RffiLEY  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  would  not  press  the  Amendment 
at  this  moment.  If  he  did  he  would  be 
reluctantly  compelled  to  vote  against  it, 
not  because  there  were  not  merits  in  the 
proposal,  but  because  there  had  been  no 
time  properly  to  consider  it,  and  because, 
though  many  people  for  many  years  had 
been  endeavouring  to  arrive  at  a  satis- 
factory contributory  scheme,  there  was 
no  great  body  of  opinion  behind  any 
particular  scheme  of  that  kind. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  associated 
himself  with  the  appeal  of  the  noble 
Viscount  behind  him,  not  so  much  for 
the  reason  his  noble  friend  had  given, 
but  because  the  Amendment  seemed  to 
be  a  clear  breach  -of  privilege  since  it 

Lord  Avehwry. 


proposed  a  giant  from  the  taxpayers  for  a 
purpose  for  which  the  House  of  Cbrnmons- 
had  voted  nothing  at  all.  Although, 
he  could  not  see  that  the  Amendment 
moved  by  the  noble  Earl  on  the  cro89 
benches.  Lord  Cromer,  necessarily  raised 
the  question  of  privilege,  yet  this  Amend- 
ment  did  raise  it  in  so  clear  a  way  that 
he  submitted  it  should  be  withdrawn. 

Lord  AVEBURY,  while  he  did 
not  understand  how  an  Amendment 
that  would  effect  a  great  saving  to  the 
Exchequer  would  be  a  breach  of  privilege, 
in  deference  to  the  noble  Viscount'* 
opinion,  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  2: 

Viscount  MIDLETON  moved  an 
Amendment  to  Clause  2  (**  Statutory  con- 
ditions for  receipt  of  old-age  pensions  ") 
which  would  add  to  the  condition  as  ta 
recipients  of  pensions  having  attained 
the  age  of  seventy  the  words  "  as  verified 
by  certificates  of  birth  or  baptism,  or,, 
in  the  absence  of  such  certificates,  by 
census  returns  or  other  official  docu- 
ments." He  apprehended  that  this- 
Amendment  would  not  come  under  the 
ban  of  privilege.  If  it  were  contended  for 
a  moment  that  it  was  improper  for  their 
Lordships  to  attempt  to  lay  down  how 
the  age  of  seventy  should  be  arrived  at,, 
then  he  thought  the  question  of  privilege 
would  invade  almost  every  measure 
which  came  before  their  Lordships*^ 
House.  This  was  an  Amendment  whict 
merely  attempted  to  secure  the  fair 
administration  of  the  Bill,  if  it  became  an 
Act,  in  a  particular  as  to  which  at  the 
moment  there  was  no  regulation  at  all. 
This  particular  provision  of  the  Bill  con- 
tained nothing  but  uncertainties.  There 
was  no  method  in  it  whatever.  They 
could  not  doubt  that,  as  the  Bill  stood, 
the  door  was  open  to  a  distribution  which 
had  not  got  solid  foundations,  and  in 
which  naturally  the  impulse  of  every  man 
would  be  on  the  side  of  liberality  ,especially 
in  the  poorer  districts.  In  Ireland  there 
were  the  fewest  records,  and  there 
was  also  a  traditional  open-handedne88> 
and  a  very  wide  and  hearty  appreciation 
of  the  depth  of  the  public  purse.    He  did 
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not  think  his  Amendment  would  in  any 
way  add  difficulties  to  the  scheme. 
In  England  there  were  registers  of  births 
going  back  to  the  year  18137.  In  Ireland 
the  registers  only  went  back  ta  the  year 
1866.  There  were,  however,  marriage 
registers,  and  a  married  man  who  did  not 
know  the  place  of  his  birth  would  certainly 
remember  the  place  of  his  marriage. 
There  were  also  other  official  statistics. 
Every  man  who  had  served  the  Crown 
in  any  capacity  had  to  state  his  age, 
and  was  officially  accepted  as  being  of 
a  certain  age.  Those  who  had  passed 
through  the  various  forces  of  the  Crown 
must  number  several  millions,  all  of  whose 
ages  could  be  ascertained  from  the 
records.  Where  there  were  no  other 
records,  he  relied  on  the  Census  Returns. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  asking  too  much 
to  say  that  only  cases  which  could  be 
verified  in  this  way  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Pensions  Committee,  and  that 
where  there  was  difficulty  in  verification 
of  any  kind  the  matter  should  be  dealt 
with  by  a  separate  and  special  body. 
Many  anomalies  would  arise  unless  some 
such  provision  were  inserted .  He  thought 
it  would  be  evident  to  their  Lordships 
that  this  was  a  case  in  which  some 
concession  should  be  made. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  after  the  word  *  seventy/ 

to  insert  the  words  '  as  verified  by  certificates 

of  birth  or  baptism,  or  in  the  absence  of  such 

•  certificates  by  census  returns  or  other  ofiBcial 

doomnents."— (Fwc<n*n<  MidUUm.) 

^  ♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  the  practice  in  the  Colonies  where 
pensions  had  been  established  was  that 
the  Court  were  not  bound  to  require  legal 
evidence  in  this  matter.  Of  course  people 
would  endeavour  to  get  pensions  to  which 
they  were  not  entitled,  but  the  pension 
officer  was  a  representative  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  he  could  be  trusted  to  be 
a  very  favourable  watchdog  for  the 
Treasury.  There  might  be  im justified 
generosity  in  the  local  pension  committees, 
but  there  was  an  appeal  to  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  Grovemment 
had  given  attention  to  this  point.  They 
had  not  thrown  this  Bill  upon  the  Table 
absolutely  ignorant  of  all  its  difficulties, 
but  they  were  confronting  them  and  doing 
their  best  to  conquer  them. 
VOL.  CXCHI.    [Fourth  Swps.] 


Lord  ATKINSON  suggested  that  Vis- 
count Midleton's  Amendment  might  fairly 
be  accepted  if  the  words  "  wherever  prac- 
ticable "  were  inserted  after  the  word 
*'  verified."  In  many  cases  in  Ireland 
there  would  be  no  official  evidence  avail- 
able beyond  the  census  returns,  except 
in  the  case  of  men  who  had  served  the 
Crown.  A  great  many  of  the  parish 
priests,  however,  had  kept  registers  which 
might  be  available,  and  he  therefore  sug- 
gested the  insertion  in  the  Amendment 
of  words  to  include  true  copies  of  any 
register  of  births  or  marriages  kept  by 
a  clergyman  of  any  religious  persuasion 
in  connection  with  any  office  he  might 
have  held. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amend- 
ment—  I 

"  To  insert,  after  the  words  *  as  verified,*  the 
words  *  wherever  practicable.'  **^Lord  Atkiiu 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  hope  that  either  with  or 
without  the  Amendment  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  accept  some  such  words 
as  my  noble  friend  has  suggested.  It  is 
abundantly  clear  that,  unless  this  clause 
is  fortified  in  some  way,  the  taxpayers 
of  this  coimtry  will  be  exposed  to  whole- 
sale fraud.  The  noble  Viscount  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  tells  us  that  we  need  have  no 
misgivings  lest  this  difficulty  should  have 
been  ignored  by  His  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment, and  that  these  matters  are  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  rules  and  regulations.  But 
we  have  to  take  all  these  things  upon 
trust.  I  do  not  want  to  be  told  exactly 
what  the  letter  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions is  to  be,  but  I  want  to  know  on 
what  general  lines  it  is  intended  to  as- 
certain whether  these  claims  are  genuine 
or  not.  Upon  whom,  for  example,  is 
the  burden  of  proof  to  lie  ?  Has  the 
claimant  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  authority  that  he  is  seventy  ?  I  do 
not  find  that  in  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  but 
unless  there  is  some  official  evidence  to 
support  the  pensioner's  claim,  the  door 
is  wide  open  to  fraud.  Something 
has  been  said  as  to  evidence  of 
age  in  the  case  of  recruits.  My^  noble 
friend  and  I  well  remember  what 
took  place  in  that  matter.  There  was 
a  great  difficulty  in  getting  recruits 
of  full  age,    and  many   of  them  were 

2   Q  Digitized  by  LnOOgle 


1103 


OU'Age 


{LORDS} 


Pensions  Bill. 


1104 


entirely  without  the  means  of  satisfying 
the  War  Office  what  their  age  was. 
Thereupon  the  military  authorities  in- 
vented the  ihgenious  plan  of  directing 
the  recruiting  officers  to  be  content  with 
what  used  to  be  called  the  "physical 
equivalents  "  of  the  age  of  eighteen.  We 
had  no  idea  what  those  physical  equiva- 
lents were,  but  we  knew  that  a  great 
number  of  youths  of  sixteen  and  seven- 
teen and  even  yoimger  were  considered 
to  possess  those  equivalents.  In  this 
case  you  have  to  produce  the  physical 
equivalents,  not  of  eighteen,  but  of 
seventy.  What  are  the  physical  equiva- 
lents of  seventy  ?  We  know  that  a 
great  many  people  resort  to  ingenious 
plans  for  making  themselves  appear 
yoimger  than  they  really  are,  but  I  am 
afraid  you  will  have  a  regular  industry 
for  the  purpose  of  making  people  appear 
a  great  deal  older  than  they  are  in  order 
to  obtain  these  pensions.  The  risk  is  a 
serious  one,  and  I  hope,  in  spite  of 
what  fell  just  now  from  the  noble 
Viscount  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  accept  some 
form  of  words,  either  that  suggested  by 
my  noble  friend  behind  me,  or  another 
form  of  words  in  order  to  make  it  clear 
that  there  really  is  to  be  full  and  adequate 
proof  that  the  claimant  has  reached  the 
age  entitling  him  to  be  pensioned. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
pointed  out  that  the  Bill  provided  that 
the  Treasury  should  make  regulations  for 
prescribing  the  manner  in  which  claims 
to  pensions  might  be  made  and  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  to  secure  the 
fulfilment  of  the  statutory  conditions. 
But  he  had  no  objection  to  accepting  the 
Amendment  with  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  wherever  practicable  "  after  the 
word  "verified,"  as  suggested  by  Lord 
Atkinson. 

Lord  ATKINSON  inquired  whether 
the  noble  Viscount  would  also  accept  his 
suggestion  as  to  inserting  words  with 
regard  to  true  copies  of  any  register  of 
births  or  marriages  kept  by  a  clergyman 
of  any  religious  persuasion. 

*Viscou:ot  WOLVERHAMPTON 

thought   this   would   be   introducing   a 
religious  element,  and  might  give  rise  to 
a  good  deal  of  dispute.    Moreover,  he 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdavme. 


saw  no  necessity  for  the  addition  of  those 
words.  If  the  registers  were  official 
documents  they  would  be  got  at.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
pension  committee  or  the  pension  officer 
asking  for  these  documents. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  sympathised 
with  the  view  taken  by  the  noble  Vis- 
count. The  object  of  Lord  Midleton's 
Amendment  was  to  give  a  preference  to 
the  utmost  extent  to  official  documents, 
but  if  they  specified  in  the  Bill  something 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
said  was  not  official  at  all,  would  it  not 
rather  suggest  that  evidence  could  be 
taken  which  was  not  of  the  character  in- 
dicated by  Lord  Midleton  ?  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  amend  the  Amend- 
ment by  inserting  the  words  "  wherever 
practicable,"  and  confine  themselves  to 
that. 

On  Question,  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Lord  AVEBURY  moved  to  amend 
Clause  2  so  as  to  provide  that  a  person 
applying  for  an  old-age  pension  must 
"  satisfy  the  local  authority  "  as  to  his 
residential  qualifications.  He  argued 
that  this  would  throw  the  onus  of  proof 
upon  the  person  applying  for  the  pension 
and  make  it  quite  secure  that  he  had  to 
satisfy  the  pension  authority.  He  hoped 
to  have  the  support  of  Viscount  St. 
Aldwyn,  because  in  the  debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  the  noble  Viscount 
distinctly  laid  it  down  that  in  his  judg- 
ment the  onus  of  proof  should  not  rest 
with  the  pension  authority  as  in  the  Bill, 
but  on  the  applicant.  He  gathered  that 
that  was  also  the  opinion  of  the  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  and  he  hoped  His 
Majesty's  Government  might  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  •  mnst,'  to 
iusert  the  words  *  satisfy  the  local  pension 
committee  that.'  "—{Lora  Avebury,) 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
pointed  out  that  the  Amendment  assumed 
that  the  local  pension  conimitl^  spts  the 
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solitaiy  and  final  authority,  whereas 
under  Clause  7  the  claim  first  of  all  went 
to  the  pension  officer,  then  to  the  local 
pension  committee,  and  possibly,  on 
appeal,  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Those  three  authorities  had  to  be  satisfied, 
and  the  Bill  was  drawn  upon  that  basis. 

Lord  AVEBURY  said  the  point  he 
wished  to  raise  was  that  the  onus  probandi 
should  rest  on  the  person  applying.  The 
word  "  local "  was,  however,  not  wanted, 
and  he  would  delete  it. 

On  Question,  Amendni:ent,  as  ani:ended, 
agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
moved  an  Amendment  to  add  to  sub- 
section 2  that  the  twenty  years  resi- 
dential qualification,  should  be  subject 
to  any  exceptions  provided  by  the 
regulations  under  the  Act. 

Am:endment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to 
insert  tne  words  *  and  aubiect  to  any  exoeptiona 
provided  by  these  regnlations.'"— (Fwcoun/ 
Wolverhampton, ) 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  hoped  their 
Lordships  might  have  soiore  statement 
as  to  what  exceptions  were  intended. 
The  noble  Viscount  proposed  to  amend 
the  Bill  so  as  to  enable  the  pension 
authority  to  do  what  certainly  it 
always  must  have  intended  to  do^ 
to  make  certain  exceptions,  which  he 
hoped  would  not  be  very  wide  exceptions, 
to  the  provision  of  residence.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  know  precisely  what  was 
intended  by  the  exceptions.  Was  it 
merely  intended  that,  for  example,  persons 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  abroad  on  this 
duty  should  be  excepted  from  the  term 
of  residence,  or  was  it  intended  to  go 
very  much  wider  than  that  and  exempt 
persons  who  spent  the  whole,  or  nearly 
the  whole,  of  the  term  abroad  on  their 
own  private  avocations,  and  pension  them 
even  if  they  had  not  really  done  any 
work  in  this  country  during  the  twenty 
years  ?  He  did  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment could  intend  to  go  as  far  as  that, 
but  meant  to  maintain  the  spirit  of  the 
residential   qualification   while   allowing 


some    reasonable    exceptions    in    cases 
where  those  exceptions  ought  to  be  made. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  ex- 
plained that  a  legal  objection  had  been 
taken.  The  Grovemment  themselves  were 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Bill  as  it 
was  drawn,  but  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  raised  the  doubt  whether  the 
provision  was  enough  to  enable  regula- 
tions defining  residence  to  include  that 
which  was  not  "residence"  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  Personally 
he  thought  there  would  be  no  object 
in  the  provision  unless  it  had  that  effect 
and  he  did  not  think  the  Amendment 
necessary.  On  the  other  hand  very 
distinguished  lawyers  had  taken  the 
point,  and  it  might  be  well  to  make  it 
clear  in  order  that  people  who  were 
abroad  in  the  Army,  Navy,  or  merchant 
service  might  be  dxdy  protected.  The 
intention  of  the  Government  was  to  pre- 
vent a  dispute  arising  as  to  the  true 
meaning  of  the  section. 

♦The   Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 

It  is  quite  clear  that  if  this  Amendment 

is  adopted,  a  very  considerable  latitude 

of    interpretation    would    be    given    to 

the  authorities  which  they  would  not 

possess  under  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands. 

I  desire,  in  passing,  to  call  the  attention 

of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  according 

to  the  rendering  of  the  privilege  doctrine 

to  which  we  listened  early  in  the  evening 

this  Amendment  would  appear  to  be  an 

invasion  of  the  privileges  of  the  House 

of  Commons,  because  it  is  intended  to 

widen  the  scope  of  the  clause   and  to 

throw  an   increased   burden   upon   the 

Exchequer.    But    I    gather   that    what 

is  desired  is  that  the  Department  that 

administers  this  Act  is  to  have  the  right 

of  ruling  that    the    word   "  residence," 

which  I  have  always  understood  was  a 

legal     expression    with    a    very    strict 

interpretation,  is  to  be  considered  in  a 

sense    not    at   present    known    to    the 

law.   The   matter,   however,   does  ^eem 

to  be  rather  a  serious  one,  and  I  am  very 

glad   that    my    hon.    friend    beside  me 

called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  again  asked 
for  some  answer  from  the  noble  Viscount 
as  to  the  exceptions  which  it  was  in- 
tended  to  make,  ^  ,,^^^     ^^ooQle 
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♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
the  question  was  as  to  how  they  were 
to  define  the  word  "residence."  It 
was  a  very  diflScnlt  word  to  define  in 
regard  to  people  who  spent  the  great 
portion  of  their  time  abroad.  There 
were  a  large  number  of  cases — ^men 
in  public  works  in  the  Colonies  and  in 
European  countries,  although  practically 
their  residence  was  in  England.  If  they 
had  a  wife  and  children  at  home  that 
would  be  their  residence,  but  there  was 
no  reason  why  men  should  be  deprived 
of  their  pensions,  who  had  not  homes  in 
England,  but  had  gone  out  from  England 
to  do  work  and  then  come  back.  The 
intention  of  the  Government  was  that 
Englishmen,  Scotsmen,  and  Irishmen 
should  not  be  disqualified  simply  because 
they  had  not  continuously  resided  in 
England  during  the  twenty  years.  They 
would  do  great  injury  by  raising  legal 
points  which  might  deprive  some  deserv- 
ing people  of  their  pensions.  The  Law 
Officers  thought  it  was  a  desirable  thing 
that  the  words  in  the  Amendment  should 
be  put  in. 

The  Mabqijess  op  SALISBURY  said 
the  two  Amendments  which  stood  next 
upon  the  Order  Paper  in  the  hands  of 
Lord  Clinton  and  Lord  Muskerry  had 
the  same  object  as  that  of  the  noble 
Viscount.  They  were  agreed  that  certain 
exceptions  ought  to  be  made,  but  what 
the  noble  Viscount  suggested  to  the 
House  was  that  it  should  be  within 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  dispense 
entirely  with  residence  or  with  anything 
corresponding  to  it,  because  the  words 
were  absolutely  wide.  Any  exceptions 
which  the  pension  authorities  chose  to 
lay  down  were  to  have  the  same  force 
as  if  they  were  enacted  in  the  Act.  The 
noble  Viscount  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  asked  them  to  trust  the  Govern- 
ment. He  was  making  a  very  large 
diemand  upon  their  confidence,  and 
although  they  had  great  respect  for 
him  and  for  those  whom  he  represented 
they  hardly  thought  he  was  quite  fair 
to  th6m.  The  exceptions  ought  to  be 
defined  so  that  the  House  should  know 
what  they  were,  and  not  be  asked  to 
give  an  absolutely  blank  cheque  to  the 
Government  to  make  any  exceptions  they 
pleased  to  send  up.  It  seemed  hardly 
necessary  to  discuss  the  Bill  at  all. 


Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON :  The 
Government  do  not  make  the  regulations, 
but  the  pension  officer,  the  pension  com- 
mittee, and  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY :  Of 
course,  it  is  quite  clear  ;  they  are  going  to 
be  made  by  a  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. )        .  ■  . 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that  the 
two  Amendments  next  in  order  on  the 
Paper,  to  which  the  nobl^  Marquess  had 
referred,  answered  his  own  arguments. 
Those  two  Amendments  dealt  with  cer- 
tain classes  of  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule,  and  had  occurred  not  at  all  un- 
naturally to  the  minds  of  those  two  noble 
Lords,  thereby  showing  that  there  were 
certain  classes  of  cases  which  might  give 
rise  to  considerable  hardship  if  not 
dealt  with.  They  were  agreed  that 
those  cases  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  some 
way  or  another,  and  the  only  question 
was  whether  the  rules  should  be  embodied 
in  the  body  of  the  statute,  or  whether  they 
were  to  trust  the  regulationa  made  by 
a  Government  Department.  He  ventured 
to  ask  the  noble  Lords  opposite  to  carry 
their  minds  back  to  a  few  of  the  recent 
statutes  for  which  they  were  responsible. 
Were  there  no  regulations,  for  example, 
under  such  Acts  as  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  with  which  the  name  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain  was  so  honourably 
associated  ?  Were  there  no  regulations 
dealing  with  questions  just  as  complicated 
as  that  before  the  House  ?  It  was  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  to  every 
man  who  had  a  seat  in  Parliament 
or  who  practised  at  the  Bar  that  they 
were  thrown  back  more  and  more  in  these 
dajrs — and,  in  a  way,  it  was  a  source  of 
regret — upon  the  action  of  Government 
Departments,  because  the  burden  of 
legislation  and  of  administration  was 
becoming  so  onerous  that  the  legislative 
machinery  of  Parliament  was  likely  to 
begin  to  break  down  under  it.  If  they 
tried  to  embody  in  the  Act  all  those 
things  which  might  be  dealt  with  by  regu- 
lations they  would  be  sitting  through  tiie 
whole  of  the  months  of  August  and 
September.  Further,  if  they  once  began 
placing  limited  classes  of  exceptions  in 
the  Act  they  would  immediately  be 
deemed  by  a  Court  of  law  to  have  practi- 
cally determined  that  thos^  p|kp^,^arid 
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thosie  cases  only,  should  be  dealt  with 
by  way  of  exception.  The  Government 
claimed  that  their  machinery,  by  re^a- 
tion^  would  meet  all  the  views  and  objects 
of  moble  Lords  opposite  and  with  which 
they  entirely  agreed.  There  ought  to  be 
a  method  of  dealing  with  exceptional 
cases,  and  that  being  so  he  hoped  noble 
Lords  opporite  would  see  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  had  not,  for  a  moment,  overlooked 
the  importance  of  the  matter ;  it  had 
been  most  carefully  considered  by  them. 

*LoBD  MAYO  suggested  that  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  might  define  the 
word  "  residence,''  in  order  to  assist  His 
Majesty's  (government  in  the  passage 
of  the  Bill. 

LoBD  FITZMAUBICE  said  there  was 
no  more  intricate  or  difficult  subject  in 
English  law  than  that  of  domicile. 
Practically  what  they  were  asked  to  do  in 
defining  "residence"  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  was  to  touch  on  the  fringe 
of  that  most  difficult  and  dangerous  law. 
That  would  really  be  a  most  unwise  thing 
for  the  Committee  to  do. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  asked  whether 
the  noble  Lord  meant  to  convey  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  that 
it  could  be  held  that  if  a  man  had 
retained,  not  abandoned,  his  domicile  in 
the  United  Sangdom  he  had  retained  his 
residence. 

LoBD  FITZMAURICE  replied  that 
that  was  a  good  instance  of  the  sort  of 
conundrum  that  the  Government  thought 
they  ought  to  avoid  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Lord  ASHBOUHNB  said  that  every- 
one knew  that  "domicile"  depended 
upon  intention.  A  man  might  live  for  the 
best  part  of  his  life  out  of  England,  but 
if  he  had  left  the  country  without  the 
intention  of  abandoning  his  domicile  he 
would  be  held  to  have  retained  it.  Did 
the  noble  Lord  say  that  one  of  the  points 
submitted  for  the  decision  of  the  law 
officers  was  that  if  a  man  retained  his 
domicile  he  was  held  to  have  retained 
his  rights  to  a  pension  ? 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  replied  that  that 
was  the  sort  of  point  that  could  only  be 
dealt  with  effectually  by  regulation. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  they  were 
entitled  to  know  the  result  of  whatever 
consideration  had  he&a,  given  to  the  sub* 
ject,  before  they  gave  a  blank  cheque. 
The  debate  would  also  be  somewhat 
illuminated  if  they  knew  how  the  House 
were  going  to  deal  with  the  next  two 
Ameildments,  in  which  they  represented 
specific  points.  They  had  a  right  to 
Imow  what  was  in  the  minds  of  the 
Gk)vernment  as  to  the  nature  of  the  excep- 
tions that  woidd  be  put  into  the  regula- 
tions, so  that  they  could  see  how  the 
Government  would  fill  up  their  blank 
cheque.  He  did  not  unduly  press  th3 
point  of  domicile,  which  was,  however, 
a  legitimate  one. 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWTN  said  the 
House  had  great  cause  to  complain  of  the 
answer  they  had  received  from  the 
Grovernment  on  the  matter.  Noble  Lords 
had  realised  the  hardships  that  might 
arise  under  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood. 
The  Government,  while  asking  for 
general  power  to  make  exceptions, 
said  they  could  not  tell  the  House 
what  the  exceptions  would  be.  He 
confessed  that  what  he  was  afxaid  of 
was  that  in  attempting  to  remedy  hard- 
ships in  that  general  way  the  exceptions 
which  might  be  forced  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  their  supporters  elsewhere  might 
be  so  numerous  that  practically  the 
requirements  of  residence  would  be  alto- 
gether done  away  with.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  the  British  taxpayer  there  was 
much  to  be  said  on  the  subject,  because 
it  would  be  quite  unreasonable  that  a  mere 
retention  of  a  domicile  in  England  should 
entitle  a  person  who  had  spent  his  twenty 
years  abroad  to  receive  a  pension  at  the 
cost  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  That  would  be  obviously 
unfair  unless  a  certain  part  of  that  time 
had  been  spent  in  service  rendered  to  the 
country,  either  in  the  Army  or  the  Navy. 
There  was  danger  that  the  Amend- 
ment might  enable  large  additional 
burdens  to  be  imposed  on  the  British 
taxpayer  by  persons  who  were  certainly 
not  entitled  to  receive  pensions. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  at- 
tached no  importance  personally  to  the 
Amendment  and  was  quite  willing  to 
withdraw  it  if  the  House  was  against  it. 

Amendment.  t^,|eave,^m^^g|^,     [ 
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Lord  CLINTON  moved  to  add  that 
the  regulations  should  provide  that  a 
peison  should  not  be  disqualified  by 
reason  only  of  absence  beyond  the  seas 
during  the  whole  or  part  of  the  qualifying 
period,  either  in  actual  naval  or  military 
service  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  or  where 
his  domicile  in  the  United  Eangdom  was 
continuously  retained  in  the  performance 
of  any  duty  arising  from,  or  incidental 
to,  any  office,  trade,  service  or  employ- 
ment. He  welcomed  very  much  the 
announcement  that  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
men  of  the  merchant  service  ought  not 
to  be  subject  to  disqualification,  yet  it 
seemed  a  matter  of  very  sincere  regret 
that  the  Grovernment  had  refused  in  this 
particular  instance  to  include  actually 
in  the  Bill  itself  the  terms  which  would 
appear  in  the  regulations.  In  regard  to 
cases  coming  under  the  statutory  con- 
ditions it  seemed  obvious  that  the  mind 
of  the  Government  was  made  up,  and  if 
that  was  so  he  saw  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  appear  in  the  Bill.  The 
second  part  of  his  Amendment  was 
tolerably  widely  drawn  and  should  in- 
clude almost  all  cases  where  hardship 
could  arise  out  of  any  construction 
put  upon  the  word  "residence."  But 
after  the  assurance  of  the  noble  Viscount 
it  was  unnecessary  that  he  should  include 
the  cases  of  soldiers  and  sailors.  He 
gathered  that  their  case  was  admitted 
and  that  it  was  an  overwhelmingly 
strong  one.  He  believed,  however,  that 
the  cases  of  many  people  who  had  to  go 
abroad  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 
employment,  always  with  the  intention 
of  coming  home  again,  was  scarcely  less 
strong.  They  were  told  that  pensions  under 
the  Bill  were  to  be  given  not  as  a  charity 
but  as  a  matter  of  right,  that  they  were 
to  be  a  sort  of  deferred  pay  for  veterans 
of  industry,  and  a  man  was  no  less  a 
veteran  of  industry  if,  during  the  course 
of  his  life  and  of  his  employment,  he  had 
had  to  spend  a  year  or  two  abroad, 
possibly  for  the  very  purpose  of  pushing 
forward  some  English  trade  or  business 
in  a  foreign  country.  There  were,  for 
instance,  the  cases  of  men,  and  even  of 
women,  who,  in  the  course  of  their 
ordinary  employment  as  domestic  ser- 
vants, went  out  in  the  households  of 
Ambassadors  or  of  any  other  person  who 
was  bound  to  be  abroad.  It  would  be  a 
hardship  if  such  people,  when  they  came 


home,  should  find  themselves  in  an 
intolerably  worse  position  in  regard  to 
these  pensions  than  the  men  in  exactly 
the  same  class  of  emplo3rment  who  had 
remained  at  home  during  the  whole 
qualifying  period.  There  was  another 
instance  which  was  a  very  common  one 
in  country  districts.  A  man,  in  order  to 
escape  unemployment,  and  to  endeavour 
to  prevent  himself  becoming  a  burden 
upon  the  rates,  accepted  the  ofEer  of  an 
emigration  society,  or  by  other  means 
went  to  Canada  or  some  other  part  of 
the  world.  When  he  arrived  he  found, 
as  so  many  did,  particularly  those  of 
mature  age,  that  work  was  not  so  easily 
obtainable  as  he  had  supposed  and  he 
was  driven  to  accept  the  inevitable  and 
return  home  again.  When  he  returned 
home  he  found  he  had  got  to  live  and  to 
work  in  this  country  another  twenty 
years  before  he  could  qualify  for  a 
pension.  Such  a  man  had,  it  was  true, 
failed,  but  he  had  made  a  really  great 
and  supreme  efEort  to  achieve  success. 
Why  should  he  be  in  a  worse  position 
than  the  man  who  had  remained  at  home 
and  who  had  equally  failed  but  who  had 
not  made  the  same  effort  ?  He  thought 
that  would  be  a  case  of  very  real  hardsUp. 
It  was  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to 
multiply  instances,  which  would  occur 
very  readily  to  their  Lordships,  but  he 
would  like  to  make  a  comparison  of  the 
disqualification  which  came  under  the 
condition  of  "residence."  In  subsec- 
tion (2)  of  Clause  3  it  was  provided  that  a 
person  who  was  convicted  of  any  offence 
and  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  was  dis- 
qualified during  the  time  of  his  imprison- 
ment, and  for  a  further  period  of  ten 
years,  from  receiving  an  old-age  pension. 
In  the  same  way  an  habitual  drunkard 
who  was  liable  to  have  a  detention  order 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  In- 
ebriates Act,  1898,  might  be  disqualified 
for  ten  years,  but  a  man  who  went  abroad 
for  one  year  might  be  disqualified  for 
twenty  years.  Taking  a  concrete  case, 
a  man  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  was, 
perhaps,  convicted  of  a  crime  and  was 
sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment. 
He  came  out  at  siicty  but  his  disqualifying 
period  was  no  disqualification  to  him, 
because  he  had  worked  it  out  before  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  seventy.  But  a 
man  of  the  same  age,  fifty-nine,  who  went 
abroad  for  a  year  and  returned  at  the  age 
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of  sixty,  was  disqualified  for  twenty 
years — ^that  was  until  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  eighty,  which  amounted  practi- 
cally to  permanent  disqualification. 
Therefore  they  discovered  at  once  a 
really  serious  case  of  hardship  which 
ought  to  be  considered  and  which  he  had 
no  doubt  was  being  considered  by  the 
Oovemment.  He  thought,  however,  that 
there  should  be  in  the  wording  of  the  Bill 
some  recognition  of  the  fact  that  such 
cases  of  hardship  were  prevented. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  '  King, 
dom,*  to  insert  the  words  '  and  such  regtdation 
shall  provide  thftt  a  person  shall  not  he  dis- 
qualified  hy  reason  only  of  absence  beyond  the 
seas  during  the  whole  or  part  of  the  qualifying 
period,  either  on  aotual  naval  or  military 
service  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  or  where  his 
domicile  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  continuously 
retained  in  the  performance  of  any  duty  arising 
from,  or  incidental  to,  any  office,  trade,  service, 
or  employment'" — (Lord  ClnUan,) 

♦VisoouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  de- 
clared that  they  must  either  throw 
regulations  overboard  altogether  or  sttod 
by  regulations.  If  they  commenced 
putting  classes,  of  exceptions  and  con- 
ditions into  the  Bill  it  would  be  fatal  to 
the  carrying  out  of  any  satisfactory 
legislation  on  the  subject.  He  agreed 
with  almost  every  word  the  noble  Lord 
had  said,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
Amendment,  simply  because  if  they 
began  defining  in  the  Bill  the  question 
would  arise  as  to  what  had  been  left 
out.  That  would  create  the  presumption 
that  every  case  not  mentioned  was  not 
intended  to  be  included.  The  (Jovem- 
ment  knew  their  own  intentions  as  to 
what  they  would  put  into  the  regulations. 
Those  regulations  would  be  submitted  to 
Parliament  and  possibly  disapproved  of, 
but  it  was  impossible  now  for  them  to 
take  item  by  item  the  classes  of  people 
who  under  certain  conditions  ought  to  be 
entitled  to  pensions.  It  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  whole  question  in  the  hands 
of  the  framers  of  the  regulations.  He 
was  confident  that  there  would  be  an 
opportunity  in  Parliament  to  discuss 
the  regulations.  The  desire  of  both 
Houses  would  be  that  while  all  economy 
should  be  exercised,  nobody  being  allowed 
to  have  a  pension  who  was  not  properly 
entitled  to  it,  yet,  at  th'^  sam3  time, 
nobody    who     was    justly    and    fairly 


entitled  to  it  should  be  shut  out  by  any 
technicality.  -      ^a,- 

Lord  AVEBURY  said  that  the 
Amendment  went  very  far  indeed.  A 
man  for  instance,  might  be  engaged  in  the 
service  of  a  foreign  railway  or  firm, 
be  away  for  years,  and  get  an  English 
pension. 

♦Lord  ZOUCHE  opHARYNGWOBTH 
suggested  that  the  mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment should  consider  the  advisability 
of  dividing  it  into  two  parts,  leaving  out 
that  relating  to  "domicile."  There 
would  naturally  be  much  doubt  as  to 
whether  domicile  were  '*  continuously 
retained  in  the  performance  of  any  duty, 
etc."  It  was  rather  difficult  to  define 
exactly  what  that  meant.  The  Bill  related 
practically  to  poor  men  of  small  means 
and  such  men  would  hardly  retain 
continuously  a  domicile  in  the  United 
Kingdom  if  they  went  abroad  for  any 
length  of  time  for  the  purpose  of  working. 
The  first  part  of  the  .^endment  was 
open  to  very  little  objection,  and  it  was 
just  possible  that  the  Government  might 
see  their  way  to  adopt  those  or  some 
similar  words. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference 
between  both  sides  of  the  House  as  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  in  some  measure 
for  the  class  of  cases  covered  by  my  noble 
friend's  Amendment.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  a  distinct  promise  was 
given  in  another  place  that  the  case  of 
sailors,  sailing  in  registered  vessels,  was  to 
be  expressly  provided  for.  What  many  of 
us  feel  is  that  some  means  or  other  should 
be  foimd  of  making  that  appear  upon 
the  surface  of  the  BUI.  The  matter  is  so 
important  that  it  is  not  one  that  can  be 
left  to  the  chapter  of  accidents.  The 
noble  Viscoimt  has  told  us  that  the 
matter  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  regula- 
tions, and  he  laid  stress  upon  the  fact 
that  the  regulations  will  come  before 
Parliament.  I  should  have  been  dis* 
posed  to  accept  that  as  a  sufficient 
explanation,  but  the  ground  has  been 
cut  from  under  that  argument  because 
earlier  in  the  evening  we  were  told 
that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had 
advised  that  unless  somathing  was  put 
into  the  Bill  on  this  point,  itWght  be 
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foiiiid  impossible  to  deal  with  the  cases  of 
sailors  and  others  whom  we  desire  to 
protect. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON:  The 
noble  Marquess  quite  misunderstood  me. 
The  law  officers  advised  that  litigation 
might  arise  as  to  what  was  the  true 
meaning  of  the  clause  as  it  stood,  whereas 
the  non-professional  advisers  thought 
the  clause  was  sufficient,  and  the  House 
thought  it  sufficient.  I  myself  have 
considered  the  words  of  no  importance 
or  value  whatever.  We  thought  the 
classes  we  wished  to  include  were  safe, 
but  the  law  officers  thought  it  might  stop 
any^  possibility  of  argument  if  these 
words  were  put 'in. 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  that 
after  what  had  been  said  it  was  clear 
that  the  scope  of  the  Amendment  was 
too  wide,  particularly  when  they  took 
into  account  the  difficulty  in  intro- 
ducing anything  about  domicile.  If 
the  noble  Lord  would  consent  to  leave 
out  the  words  after  "  Crown "  and  to 
insert  the  words  "  or  seamen  in  the 
British  merchant  service  or  others  en- 
gaged in  some  temporary  service,"  he 
thought  it  would  cover  all  the  cases 
desired  to  be  covered. 

r  Lord  CLINTON  was  very  certain 
that  a  large  number  of  persons  would 
be  abroad  for  quite  a  short  time,  and 
would  suffer  a  very  serious  hardship 
if  there  were  not  some  further  exceptions 
made  in  the  Act. 

The  Earl  op  MOUNT  EDGCUMBE 
asked  whether  the  noble  Lord  would 
have  any  objection  to  widening  the  first 
portion  of  thee  Amendment  to  include 
all  those  actually  in  the  service  of  the 
Crown,  not  merely  specifying  the  Army 
and  the  Navy. 

♦Viscount  KNUTSFORD  suggested 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Amendment,  in 
view  of  the  statement  of  the  Government 
that  they  would  be  prepared  to  accept 
Lord  Camperdown's  Amendment  that 
the  regulations  should  be  submitted  to 
Parliament.  That  undertaking  had  not 
been  given  when  Lord  Clinton^  Amend- 
ment was  prepared,  and  there  was, 
therefore,  good  reason  for  pointing  out 

T?ie  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 


some  exceptions ;  but  he  must  admit  that 
there  was  a  considerable  danger  in  picking 
out  specific  cases  and  dealing  with  thenu 
That  might  mean  the  exclusion  of  cases 
that  did  not  come  within  the  exceptions, 
and  he  ventured  to  suggest  that  the 
best  course  would  be  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY 
affirmed  that  the  fact  was  the  Govern- 
ment had  consulted  their  own  law 
officers  and  their  own  law  officers  thought 
that  what  the  House  wanted  to  be  done 
could  not  be  done  by  regulation. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON :  We 

said  that  doubts  might  be  raised. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  said 
it  would  be  a  most  unfortunate  thing  if, 
in  consequence  of  their  not  dealing  with 
the  matter  when  before  the  House, 
doubts  were  afterwards  raised,  and  it 
might  turn  out  to  be  impossible  by 
regulation  to  confer  pensions  upon  the 
two  classes — ^those  who  served  the  Stat« 
and  those  who  went  abroad  for  purely 
temporary  purposes.  That  would  be 
a  most  unfortunate  result,  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  his  noble  friend 
would  be  unwise  to  press  his  Amendment 
at  the  present  moment,  but  they  could 
not  allow  the  Bill  to  go  back  to  the 
House  of  Commons  without  making  it 
absolutely  certain  that  seamen  and  those 
who  went  abroad  for  purely  temporary 
purposes  were  not  prevented  from  getting 
a  pension.  If  there  was  really  a  doubt 
it  ought  to  be  cleared  up. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  I  have  not  the  faintest 
doubt  that  under  the  regulations  we  can 
provide  for  the  things  desired. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  In  confirma- 
tion of  that  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  the  expression  of  the  Law  Officers 
applied  to  what  might  happen  in  the 
case  of  indifviduals,  and  not  in  the  case 
of  classes  of  persons.  That,  I  suppose , 
would  equally  hold  good  whether  the 
provision  appeared  in  the  Act  or  in  the 
regulations. 

♦The  Marquess  opLANSDOWNE: 
After    the    very    categorical  statement 
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made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
considering  that  we  have  received  an 
asnrance  that  these  regulations  will  be 
laid  before  Parliament,  and  that  a  full 
opportunity  of  considering  them  will 
be  given,  I  suggest  that  the  Amendment 
should  not  be  pressed. 

Lord  CLINTON :  Is  it  the  intention 
that  the  classes  to  whom  I  have  referred 
should  be  provided  for  not  in  the  Bill 
but  in  the  regulations  ? 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  There 
is  not  the  least  doubt  that  anyone  who 
wishes  for  fair  play  would  desire  to  include 
the  persons  referred  to. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  MUSKERRT  proposed  to  insert 
that  in  the  case  of  masters  and  seamen 
of  British  nationality  service  at  sea  should 
be  deemed  sufficient  to  constitute  a  resi- 
dence. He  argued  that  under  the  Act 
a  master  was  not  a  seaman  and  therefore 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  make  it 
clear  that  masters  were  prpvided  for. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  King> 
dom,'  to  insert  the  words  *  in  the  case  of  aJl 
masters  and  seamen  of  British  nationality, 
service  at  sea  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  to  con- 
stitute a  residence  under  the  terms  of  this 
Act.'"— (iord  Muskcrry.) 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  as- 
sured  the  noble  Lord  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  their  best  to  meet  his 
views.  There  would  be  an  opportunity 
for  the  noble  Lord  to  raise  the  question 
if  he  thought  the  regulations  defective, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  neces- 
sary. 

.    Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  moved 
to  amend  the  statutory  condition  for  re- 
ceipt of  a  pension  by  providing  that  the 
"  yearly  "  mfcans  of  the  persons  as  cal- 
culated under  the  Act  must  not  exceed 
£31 10s. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  2,  line  1,  after  the  first  *  the,*  to 
insert  the  word  *  yearly.*  **^Viscount  Wolver- 
Jiampton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Lord  AVEBURT  moved  to  provide 
'that  the  person  applying  for  a  pension 
must  satisfy  the  local  pensions  authority 
that  his  means  as  calcidated  under  the 
Bill  do  not  exceed  £31 10s.  He  explain?d 
that  his  Ankendntent  was  really  conse* 
quential  upon  the  one  just  accepted. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  out  th6  words 
'  means  of  the,*  and  after  the  word  '  person,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  must  satisfy,  the  local 
pension  committee  that  his  means.'  " — (Lord 
Avdfury,) 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  op  COM- 
MITTEES  pointed  out  that  having 
inserted  the  word  "yearly*'  the 
Committee  could  not  now  leave  out  the 
word  "means'*  without  making  the 
clause  ungrammatical. 

Lord  AVEBURT  accordingly  altered 
his  Amendment  to  enable  the  provision 
to  read  "  That  the  person  must  satisfy 
the  pension  authorities  that  his  yearly 
means,  etc." 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to.  -^ 

Clause  3: 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  moved  to 
omit  the  words  "  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  1910  unless,"  so  that  the  dis- 
qualification for  a  pension  should  apply 
to  a  person  "  While  he  is  in  receipt  of  any 
poor  relief  (other  than  relief  excepted 
under  this  provision)  and  until  Parlia- 
ment otherwise  determines,  if  he  has  at 
any  time  since  the  first  day  of  January, 
1908,  received,  or  hereafter  receives,  any 
such  relief."  He  said  that  this  was  the 
disqualifying  clause  by  whicha  person  who 
was  in  receipt  of  relief  on  1st  January  lastj 
or  might  be  in  receipt  of  such  relief  in 
future,  would  be  disqualified  from  a 
pension  "  until  31st  December,  1910, 
unless  Parliament  otherwise  deter- 
mines." He  supposed  it  was  common 
ground  to  all  that  outdoor  relief  of  the 
ordinary  kind  and  pensions  should  not 
go  together,  and  he  imagined  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  had  inserted  this 
disqualification  in  order  to  prevent  any 
sudden  transfer  of  persons  QOW^^n-y^JPftipt 
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of  out-relief  by  the  boards  of  guardians 
in  different  districts  to  the  old-age  pen- 
sions list.  There  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  there  were  a  great  many 
persons  over  seventy  years  of  age  in 
receipt  of  out-relief,  especially  in  country 
unions,  who  would  be  more  properly  the 
recipients  of  old-age  pensions,  and  whom 
the  boards  of  guardians  would  be  likely 
to  transfer  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
He  imagined,  therefore,  that  this  dis- 
qualification had  been  inserted  with  a 
view  to  preventing  anything  of  that 
kind.  But  he  did  not  imderstand  what 
was  the  object  of  the  particular  words 
"  31st  December,  1910,  unless,"  which 
he  was  moving  to  omit.  He  could  quite 
understand  that  a  person  who  had  been 
since  1st  January  last  in  receipt  of  such 
relief,  or  might  hereafter  receive  it, 
should  not  be  qualified  for  a  pension, 
and  that  such  disqualification  should 
last  until  Parliament  otherwise  deter- 
mined, because  he  understood  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
connect  this  Bill  with  an  alteration  and 
reform  of  the  Poor  Law  by  which  Poor 
Law  relief  would  be  subject  to  a  better 
classification  than  was  the  case  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  pending  the  passage 
of  such  a  Bill  it  was  not  desired 
that  any  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor 
Law  relief  should  be  qualified  for  pen- 
sions. The  clause  as  he  proposed  to 
amend  it  would  carry  out  that  intention 
completely  The  disqualification  would 
last  imtil  an  Act  was  passed  which 
would  deal  with  the  matter ;  bub 
why  the  disqualification  should  cease 
on  31st  December,  1910,  whether  such 
an  Act  were  passed  or  not,  he  did 
not  imderstand.  These  words,  he  be- 
lieved, were  not  in  the  Bill  at  the  time 
of  its  introduction,  but  were  inserted 
in  another  place,  for  what  reason  he  did 
not  know,  imless  it  was  considered  to 
be  perfectly  certain  that  a  Poor  Law 
Reform  Bill  would  pass  before  the  date 
named.  Nothing  of  the  kind  could  be 
certain  in  Parliamentary  proceedings. 
The  time  of  Parliament  was  abeady 
mortgaged  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  proposals  for  the  disestab- 
lishment and  disendowment  of  the 
Church  in  Wales,  for  a  great  Reform  Bill, 
and  for  other  smaller  matters  which  he 
need  not  enumerate,  but  whrh  wj;ild 
Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 
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quite  take  up  the  time  of  Parliament 
(Without  any  measure  of  Poor  Law 
reform.  No  Grovernment,  therefore, 
could  be  certain  that  by  31st  December, 
1910,  any  measure  of  the  kind  would  be 
passed.  He  wanted  to  ask  the  noble 
Viscount  what  was  the  reason  for  these 
words  and  what  they  meant.  Was  it 
in  contemplation  that  Parliament  might 
remove  this  disqualification  before  31st 
December,  1910,  if  it  so  chose,  or  was  it 
in  contemplation  that  Parliament  should 
extend  the  term  of  disqualification  in 
the  event  of  no  Poor  Law  Reform  Bill 
passing?  He  submitted  that  it  must 
be  intended  that  the  disqualification 
should  last  until  Poor  Law  reform  was 
an  accomplished  fact,  and  that  being  so 
it  would  be  very  much  better  that  the 
clause  should  so  provide. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  the  31flt  day  of  December,  1910,  unless.*  " — 
(ViacoufU  8L  Aid  toy  n.) 


♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
the  noble  Viscount  had  correctly  de- 
scribed the  intentions  of  the  Oovernment 
at  the  present  time.  The  words  were 
inserted  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  give 
effect  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
pledge  that  the  Poor  Law  question  would 
dealt  be  with  before  the  end  of  the  year 
1910.  It  was  clear  that  these  words 
were  a  pledge  given  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  in  order  to  make 
it  binding  upon  him  they  were  inserted. 
He  perceived  the  objection  of  the  noble 
Lord,  but  the  answer  was  that  any 
Oovernment  that  was  in  power  would 
take  care  to  deal  with  this  question  in 
order  to  prevent  a  large  number  of  people 
being  made  pensioners  so  as  to  relieve 
the  rates.  The  majority  in  the  House 
of  Commons  were  of  opinion  that  these 
words  ought  to  be  inserted  so  that  there 
would  be  no  chance  in  the  meantime  of 
Poor  Law  reform  being  put  on  one  side. 
He  quite  appreciated  the  noble  Viscount's 
point  as  to  the  impossibility  of  making 
these  pledges  binding  as  events  might 
alter  them,  but  that  was  the  sole  ex- 
planation why  the  Oovernment  pledged 
themselves  to  take  that  view,  and  these 
words  were  simply  put  in  as  a  record  of 
the  pledge.  * 
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The  Earl  op  CROMER  asked  if  the 
noble  Viscount  could  say  what  would  be 
the  complete  coat  if  the  Poor  Law  dis- 
qualification were  removed  on  31st 
December,  1910. 

♦VisoouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
lie  had  no  figures  which  would  justify 
him  in  making  such  a  statement,  but  it 
would  be  a  very  serious  increase  on  the 
Exchequer. 

Thb  Earl  of  CROMER  :  It  has  been 
steted  to  be  £2,000,000  or  £3,000,000 
sterling. 

*VisoouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON:  I 
am  not  responsible  for  that. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
It  has  certainly  been  stated  that  the 
removal  of  this  disqualification  would 
involve  a  loss  of  £3,000,000  to  the 
public,  and  that  figure  still  holds  the 
field. 

♦Vi8CX)UNT  St.  ALDWYN  said  he 
was  anxious  to  save  the  £3,000,000 
if  possible.  He  quite  accepted  what 
the  noble  Viscount  had  said  as  to 
the  reason  for  the  insertion  of  these 
words.  It  was  a  pledge  on  the  part  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
Poor  Law  reform  should  be  carried  before 
the  date  named,  but  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  not  onmipotent  in 
such  matters.  He  might  find  it  im- 
possible to  carry  anything  of  the  kind. 
What  would  happen  then  ?  As  the 
clause  now  stood,  all  these  people  would 
come  upon  the  old-age  pension  list, 
unless  the  Government  of  the  day 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  provide  that  they 
should  not.  Was  it  likely  that  the 
Government,  not  having  had  time  to 
pass  a  Poor  Law  Reform  BiU,woTdd  take 
up  again  so  difficult  and  controversial 
a  question  as  to  how  and  when  persons 
in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief  should 
come  on  to  the  old-age  pension  list? 
He  was  afraid  if  these  words  re- 
mained in  the  Bill  the  Government 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  their 
pledge  for  Poor  Law  reform  by  the  date 
named,  and  they  would  not  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  disqualifying  all  these  people  though, 
their  coming  into  the  old-age  pension 
list  would  increase  the  cost  by  some 


£3,000,000.  The  very  thing  that  the 
Government  did  not  wish  to  do  would 
be  done  by  the  retention  of  these  words. 
That  was  why  he  ventured  to  move  their 
omission. 

The  Earl  OF  CAMPERDOWN 
believed  he  was  correct  in  his  recol- 
lection that  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  the  noble  Viscount  said  that  the 
Poor  Law  Reform  Bill  could  not  be 
passed  for  four  or  five  years. 

♦Viscx)UNT  WOLVERHAMPTON :  I 
did  not  say  that. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  asked 
if  the  noble  Viscount  would  explain  the 
difference  of  opinion  which  appeared  to 
exist  between  him  and  the  Chiancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Supposing  for  the  mo- 
ment that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  wrong,  and,  what  was  much  more 
likely,  the  noble  Viscount  was  right, 
what  would  happen  ? 

*Viscx)UNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  give  a  binding  pledge  of  this  sort 
which  under  all  circumstances  they 
would  carry  out.  His  individual  opinion 
was  that  this  was  the  first  question 
with  which  the  Government  ought 
to  deal,  as  soon  as  the  Report 
was  presented  by  the  Royal  Commission, 
no  matter  what  Government  was  in 
power.  The  House  of  Commons  were 
very  anxious  that  that  should  be  secured, 
and  the  pledge  was  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  comply  with  that  request. 
What  he  had  said  was  that  when  that 
Report  was  presented  it  would  require 
the  most  careful  consideration  by  the 
Government,  who  would  have  to  con- 
struct a  scheme,  and  before  it  could  be 
brought  into  actual  working  it  would 
take  probably  four  or  five  years. 
That  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  the 
pledge  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  given.  He  was  quite  sure  that  if 
the  noble  Viscount  opposite  were  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  the  pressure  which 
would  result  from  this  sum  coming  out  of 
the  Exchequer  would  make  him  insist  on 
this  pledge  being  carried  out.  It  was 
not  an  individual  pledge  in  that  sense, 
but  an  official  one. 
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The  Earl  Op  CAMPERDOWl!^ :  Whose 
pledge  is  going  to  be  carried  out  ? 

•Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
the  pledge  of  the  existing  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  the  existing  House  of 
Commons. 

The  EAbl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  But 
the  noble  Viscount  speaking  from  his  own 
judgment  says  that  is  impossible. 

*ViscouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON :  No. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  noble  Viscount  could  not  have  put  it 
more  fairly  to  the  House.  These  words 
were  a  pledge  given  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  the  present  House  of 
Commons.  That  is  a  very  interesting 
historical  fact  which  it  is  well  to  have  on 
record.  But  I  submit  that  this  is  not 
the  kind  of  thing  that  we  want  to  put  into 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  Here  is  a  disquali- 
fication which  affects  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country  to  the  extent  of  about 
£3,500,000  a  year.  I  desire  that  that 
(disqualification  should  hold  imtil  Parlia- 
ment otherwise  determines.  That  is  a 
perfectly  simple  and  clear-cut  issue,  and 
I  submit  that  it  is  not  wise  to  complicate 
it  by  such  personal  matters  as  the  pledges 
given  by  Ministers. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


moved   to    amend 
paragraph    (a) 


m 


Lord   CLINTON 
the  second   proviso 

subsection  (1)  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  medical  or  sur- 
gical assistance,  the  receipt  of  which  would 
not  disqualify  a  person  from  receiving 
an  old-age  pension,  would  cover  a  case 
like  the  following :  a  person  was  suffering 
from  a  complaint  or  the  effects  of  some 
accident,  and  could  not  be  treated  at 
home,  possibly  on  account  of  the  unsuit- 
able accommodation  or  because  of  the 
nature  of  his  complaint,  or  it  might  be 
because  of  the  impossibility  of  getting 
proper  attendance.  In  those  cases  the 
ordinary  course  was  to  remove  the  person 
to  some  charitable  institution — a  cottage 
hospital  or  a  free  infirmary,  but  in  the 
event  of  such  charitable  institutions  not 
being  available  there  was  no  course  left 
open  but  to  take  the  person  to  the  work- 
house  infirmary.    That  was  a  case  very 


closely  allied  to  the  case  of  those  who 
received  free  surgical  assistance.  The 
only  difference  was  that  in  the  one  case 
the  persons  could  be  treated  outside,  hut 
in  the  other,  owing  to  limitations  perhaps 
in  accommodation,  they  could  only  be 
treated  inside,  and  it  was  something  of 
a  hardship  that  those  who  were  slightly 
better  off  in  their  house  accommodation 
should  not  be  disqualified  while  those 
who  were  worse  off  in  that  respect  should 
be  disqualified.  He  would  like  to  know 
if  this  point  had  been  considered  or  would 
be  covered  by  the  section. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  of,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  the  temporary  or  occa- 
sional maintenance  of  that  person  or  by  means 
of.'  *'— (JDofd  Clinton.) 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  this  was  clearly  a  matter  of  privi- 
lege, as  the  Amendment  would  add  to  the 
cost,  and  the  Government  took  their 
stand  upon  that  ground. 


Lord  CLINTON  said 
press  the  Amendment. 


he  would  not 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  moved  to 
omit  the  words  which  disqualified  a 
person  for  receiving  an  old-age 
pension,  if  he  had  habitually  failed 
to  work  "according  to  his  ability, 
opportunity,  and  need,"  and  to  substi- 
tute the  word  "  diligently."  He  said 
that  the  Anaendment  was  not  hostile 
to  the  Bill,  but  its  intention  was 
rather  to  make  the  section  plainer 
in  its  working.  He  thought  that  what- 
ever opinion  might  be  held  with  regard 
to  the  form  or  nature  of  a  pension  Bill, 
they  would  probably  all  be  agreed  that, 
provided  the  statutory  conditions  were 
fulfilled,  the  Bill  should  be  drawn  suffi- 
ciently wide  to  admit  within  its  scope 
the  hard-working  and  deserving  without 
difficulty,  while,  at  the  same  time,  there 
should  be  sufficient  restriction  to  keep 
out  the  idle  and  undeserving  who  might 
be  ingenious  enough  to  find  a  hole  in 
the  Bill  by  means  of  which  they  might 
derive  some  benefit.  Sorely  this  could 
only  be  done  by  making  the  language 
as  simple  as  possible,  and  equally  intel- 
ligible to  those  whohad  to  administei 
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the  Act  and  those  for  whom  it  was  ad- 
ministered. He  ventured  to  think  the 
word  "  diligently  "  would  be  sufficiently 
understood  by  aU  and  would  be  intelligible 
to  all,  but  he  could  not  imagine  tiiree 
words  about  which  there  was  more  likely 
to  be  contention  than  "  ability,  oppor- 
tunity, and  need."  They  had  to  recoUect 
that  the  onus  of  proof  lay  with  the  pension 
officer  and  the  pension  committee.  If 
there  were  any  case  in  dispute,  it  was  not 
the  claimant  who  had  to  prove  that  he 
had  habitually  worked  according  to  his 
ability,  opportunity,  or  need,  but  the 
pension  officer  had  to  prove  that  he 
had  failed  so  to  work,  which  would 
be  much  harder  to  prove.  He  doubted 
if  there  was  any  quality  about 
which  there  would  be  more  difference  of 
opinion  than  with  regard  to  a  man's 
ability,  either  mentally  or  physically, 
to  work.  It  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  prove  that  a  man  had  not  worked 
according  to  his  ability,  or  to  prove  what 
ability  a  man  had  to  work.  He  supposed 
the  word  "opportunity"  meant  the 
means  or  the  chance  of  working.  It 
could  be  proved  whether  a  man  had 
worked  or  not,  and  whether  he  had 
worked  diligently  or  not,  but  surely 
there  would  be  extrente  difficulty  during 
the  course  of  a  mran's  life  in  finding 
out  whether  he  had  had  the  opportunity 
of  working  or  not,  if  he  said  he 
had  not.  With  regard  to  the  third 
word,  what  was  a  man's  **  need "  ? 
He  supposed  it  was  what  a  man  liked  to 
make  it.  There  were  many  cases  of 
men  who  preferred  to  do  quite  casual 
labour  and  earn  a  very  precarious  m;eans 
of  livelihood  in  order  that  they  might 
only  work  a  few  days  in  the  week 
and  have  a  holiday  during  the  rest. 
Surely  they  would  not  be  deserving 
of  a  pension,  and  yet  they  would 
be  able  to  assert  that  they  had  worked 
from  their  view  lAccording  to  their  need. 
By  this  Bill  very  heavy  responsibilities 
and  a  great  burden  would  be  placed  upon 
the  pension  officers  and  those  who  were 
responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  Act.  Surely,  therefore,  they  oiight 
to  make  their  duties  as  light  as  possible, 
and  he  believed  they  could  only  do  this 
by  lessening  the  opportutities  for  friction, 
dispute,  and  discussion,  and  it  was 
because  he  believed  that  this  Amendment 
went  somewhere  in  that  direction,  while 


at  the  same  time  it  assisted  the  des^ving 
and  lessened  the  opportunities  of  misuse 
of  the  Act  by  the  undeserving,  that 
he  ventured  to  submit  it  to  tiheii  Lord* 
ships. 

An^ndment  moved — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  oat  the  wordi 
*accorcung  to  his  ability,  opportunity,  and 
need,  in  order  to  insert  the  word '  diligently  *." 
^ViscQWfU  Ooschen.) 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  he  was 
advised  that  this  Amendment,  as  quali- 
fying the  conditions  upon  which  a  pension 
coidd  be  granted,  was  inadmissible  on 
the  ground  of  privilege,  but  apart  from 
that,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  see  there  were 
grave  objections  on  the  merits  of  the 
proposal.  The  aim  of  this  subsection 
was  to  attain  an  object  which  he  i^ought 
the  whole  Committee  would  agree  in 
considering  desirable,  that  was  to  say, 
to  hit  heavily  the  person  who  was  popu- 
larly known  as  the  wastrel.  None  of 
their  Lordships,  whatever  their  ideas 
might  be  about  old-age  pensions  in 
general,  would  hesitate  to  say  that  an 
habitual  wastrel  was  a  person  who  at 
the  end  of  a  dishonourable  career,  as 
it  would  have  been,  ought  not  to  receive 
a  pension.  That  was  the  object  of  the 
clause,  and  the  words  **  according  to 
his  ability,  opportunity,  and  need," 
had  been  considered  by  those  upon 
whom  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  the 
Government  had  to  rely  as  being  the 
words  best  calculated  to  describe  the 
sort  of  person  with  whom  they  had  to 
deal.  But  the  words  which  the  noble 
Viscount  wished  to  iiitroduce  did  not 
affect  the  person,  but  the  character  of 
work,  and  they  opened  up  a  very  difficult 
and,  it  seemed  to  him,  almost  impossible 
set  of  considerations ;  that  was  to  say^ 
they  were  to  consider  whether  a  maa 
had  or  had  not  for  a  long  period  of  years 
been  working  diligently.  That  struck 
him  as  being  almost  impossible.'  In 
addition,  it  would  in  many  cases  land 
them  in  a  position  to  a  certain  extent 
of  absurdity,  because  these  words  would 
be  open  to  the  obvious  objection  that 
a  man  who  up  to  the  age  of,  say,  sixty 
or  sixty-five  years,  had  had.  the  means 
to  live  without,  working  hard,  or  perhaps 
without  working  at  all,  and  theiL^thmu^ 
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misfortune,  had  lost  his  money,  would 
lose  his  pension  because  he  had  not 
diligently  worked  in  the  period  during 
which  he  was  able  to  live  in  the  capacity 
of  a  gentleman  at  large,  if  he  might  use 
the  expression.  He  did  not  think  it 
could  have  occurred  to  the  noble  Lord 
that  the  words  he  had  put  on  the  Paper 
would .  have  that  effect.  Therefore, 
for  the  whole  of  these  reasons,  but 
especially  the  first,  he  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

*   *The 'Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  suspicion  with  which  we  regard  this 
formula  arises  from  a  certain  humility 
of  mind  which  is  perhaps  peculiar  to  us 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  because  when 
we  examine  ourselves,  we  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  arie  few  of  us,  if 
ai^y,  who  can  really  say  with  confidence 
that  we  always  work  according  to  our 
ability,  opportunity,  or  need,  and  there- 
fore we  desire,  if  possible,  to  find  some 
formula  of  a  more  precise  description. 
My  noble  friend  suggests  the  substitution 
of  the  word  "diligently."     It  seems  to 
us  a  very  sensible  and  easily  understood 
expression,   but   my   noble   friend   who 
spoke  for  the  Grovernment  objected  to 
the   substitution   of   the   word    on   the 
ground  of  privilege,  and  on  the  contention 
that  it  qualifier  the  financial  effect  of 
the   clause.     I  should   like   to  have   it 
from  His  Majesty's  Government  in  what 
sense  they  qualify  it.    Do  they  mean 
that  a  man  can  have  worked  according 
to  his  ability,  opportunity,   and   need, 
and  yet,  nevertheless,  has   not   worked 
diligently?    That  seems  to  me  rather  a 
difficult  position  to  assume.    What  we 
feel  throughout  these  discussions  is  that 
we  are  unable  really  to  grasp  the  first 
principle   upon   which   this  proposal   is 
based.     Is  it  your  object  in  this  Bill 
to  relieve  poverty  or  to  reward  industry  ? 
Which  principle  is  it  you  are  working 
upon  ?    You  profess  that  there  are  many 
clauses    in    the    Bill  which     are    in- 
tended   to  reward  industry,  and  your 
idea  apparently  is  to  leave   the   relief 
of  poverty  to  the  Poor  Law.    When  it 
oomes  to  defining  what  you  mean  by 
industry,    you    are    compelled    to    fall 
back  updn  these  extremely  woolly  for- 
mulas which  no  persons  in  the  House 
interpret    alike,   and   which    it   would 
be     absolutely     impossible     for     ^the 

Lord  Fitzmawice, 


pension  authorities  to  interpret.  I  take 
it  that  the  object  of  my  noble  friend  was 
to  elicit  from  His  Majesty's  Government 
some  idea  of  the  spirit  in  which  these 
regulations  are  to  be  interpreted,  and  I 
am  afraid  he  has  failed  altogether  in 
his  object. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Viscount  (J08CHEN  moved  an  Amend- 
ment with  the  object  of  obtaining  an  in- 
terpretation of  the  proviso  that  a  person 
should  not  be  disqualified  "  If  he  has 
continuously  for  ten  years  up  to  attaining 
the  age  of  sixty,  by  means  of  payments 
to  friendly,  provident,  or  other  societies, 
or  trade  unions,  or  other  approved  steps, 
made  such  provision  against  old-age, 
sickness,  infirmity,  or  want  or  loss  of 
employment  as  may  be  recognised  as 
proper  provision  for  the  purpose  by 
regulations  under  this  Act."  He  be- 
lieved the  words  in  regard  to  the  ten 
years  meant  what  his  Amendment 
expressed,  namely,  during  the  last 
ten  years  immediately  preceding  the 
attainment  of  the  age  of  sixty,  but 
as  they  stood  they  seemed  liable  to  be 
construed  to  mean  continuously  for 
any  ten  years  up  to  attaining  the  age  of 
sixty.  As  the  clause  was  framed  to  favour 
thrift  he  presumed  that  it  would  natur- 
ally be  drawn  to  favour  the  man  who 
during  the  last  years  of  his  life 
had  made  some  provision  for  his  old 
age ;  but  as  the  clause  stood  it  seemed 
liable  to  either  construction  being  placed 
upon  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  for.*  and  to  insert  the  words  *  during  the 
last.*  ** — (Viscount  Ooschen,) 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that,  sym- 
pathising as  he  did  with  the  wish  of  the 
noble  Viscount  that  this  clause  should  be 
clear,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  words  were  sufficiently  clear  as  they 
stood.  The  matter  was  very  fully  gone 
into  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  there 
was  a  general  agreement  that  these 
words  on  the  whole  expressed  the  view 
intended,   ^j. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY :  Oh, 
no.  ,  I 
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Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that,  by 
agreement  he  did  not  mean  that  there 
was  no  difference  of  opinion  expressed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subjeot, 
but  that  eventually  these  words  were 
accepted  as  the  words  which  expressed 
the  general  feeling,  and  he  believed  that 
if  their  Lordships  sent  them  back  again 
they  would  only  involve  themselves  in 
a  minute  verbal  discussion  without  any 
object  sufficiently  great  to  warrant  an 
alteration  leading  to  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  between  the  two  Houses. 
He  was  not  saying  that  there  was  any ! 
objection  on  the  merits  of  the  words  of , 
the  noble  Viscount,  or  that  it  was  not 
conceivable  that  his  words  were  slightly 
better  than  those  in  the  Bill,  but,  bearing  ! 
in  mind  that  on  the  whole  there  was 
agreement  that  these  words  expressed 
the  very  meaning  which  the  noble 
Viscount  himseU  desired  should  be  in  the 
Bill,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  they 
had  better  be  kept  as  they  were. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURT  said 
the  noble  Lord  had  been  misinformed  if 
he  thought  there  had  been  a  general 
agreement  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
this  point. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE:  I  did  not 
say  there  had  been  no  discussion,  but 
eventually  there  was  agreement. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURT  said 
his  information  was  rather  different. 
During  the  debate  in  the  other  House 
there  was  great  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
mg  of  these  words,  and  a  large  section 
of  Members  interpreted  them  just  as 
his  noble  friend  thought  they  might 
be  interpreted,  namely,  that  all  that  was 
exacted  was  that  for  any  ten  years 
before  the  age  of  sixty  a  person  was  to 
subscribe  to  one  of  the  friendly  societies. 
A  large  section  of  the  House  of  Commons 
took  that  view,  and  he  could  not  conceive  i 
why  the  (Government  should  resist  words  ! 
which  clearly  expressed  what  they  said 
was  their  intention.  Being  rather  in- 
terested in  this  matter  he  took  the  pre- 
caution of  consulting  good  legal  opinion 
as  to  the  meaning  of  these  words,  and  the 
gentleman  who  advised  him  at  once  said 
that  he  thoughtlitjmeant^any  ten  years 
before  reaching  the  age  of^^^sixty.  Under 
those  circumstances  it  was  hardly  worth 


arguing  the  case.  The  €k>vemment 
wanted  it,  and  his  noble  friend  suggested 
it,  and  of  course  they  ought  to  accept  it. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved  — 

"  In  page  2»  lines  34  and  35,  to  leave  out 
the  words  *up  to  attaining,*  and  to  insert 
the  words  '  immediately  his  attainment  of.*  ** 
— ( ViseaufU  Oosehen. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦The  acting  CHAIRMAN  op 
COMMITTEES  pointed  out  that  an 
Amendment  in  the  name  of  Lord  Saltoun 
had  been  handed  in,  but  had  been  omitted 
from  the  list  of  marshalled  Amendments, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  it. 

Lord  SALTOUN  moved  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  a  person  sent  to 
prison  without  the  option  of  a  fine  should 
only  be  disqualified  for  a  pension  for  a 
further  period  of  ten  years  after  the  date 
on  which  he  is  released  from  prison,  "  if 
the  Court  before  whom  he  is  convicted 
so  orders."  He  said  that  there  were 
crimes  and  crimes.  Of  course,  a  very 
serious  crime  might  be  conmiitted, 
and  then  probably  the  imprisonment 
might  be  of  greater  duration  ;  but  if 
they  took  the  case  of  an  old  man,  say, 
who  had  gone  to  sleep  while  driving  a 
cart,  he  might  be  fined  for  such  an  offence 
on  more  than  one  occasion  by  the 
Justices.  If  he  continued  to  do  it  he 
might  be  put  in  prison  for  a  week  perhaps. 
For  that  he  was  penalised  to  the  extent 
of  ten  years,  and  if  he  were  a  man  of  over 
sixty  years  of  age,  it  would  naturally  put 
him  out  of  court  altogether.  That 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very  serious 
hardship,  and  he  wished  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  subsection  which  gave  the 
protection  of  His  Majesty*s  Government 
to  the  drunkard,  who,  under  the  Ine- 
briates' Act,  was  not  to  be  disqualified. 
He  thought  a  distinction  should  be 
drawn  between  trifling  offences  and 
serious  crimes,  and  to  secure  that  he 
begged  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  2,  line  17,  to  insert  the  following 
words,  *  If  the  Court  before  whom  he  is  con- 
victed so  orders.*'^Lofd  Saitoun.) 
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*ViscouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
the  objection  to  the  principle  of  this 
Amendment  was  that  it  was  introducing 
an  option,  so  to  speak,  in  this  matter 
to  the  Court.  Bethought  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  force  in  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  said,  and  that  there  were  occasions 
when  offences  which  were  punished  by  a 
short  term  of  imprisonment — ^perhaps  for 
a  day,  as  sometimes  in  a  bigamy  case  the 
person  convicted  was  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment only  imtil  the  rising  of  the 
Court.  That,  he  thought,  would  be  a 
very  hard  case,  and  the  words  that  he 
would  suggest  to  meet  it  would  be  words 
providing  that  the  imprisonment  which 
was  to  act  as  a  disqualification  should  be 
*^  for  any  period  not  less  than  one 
month." 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  op 
COMJIITTEBS  hoped  the  noble  Vis- 
count would  not  object  to  his  poiiting 
out  that  the  line  in  question  had  been 
passed,  and  as  they  luEid  not  left  much 
over  to  a  later  stage,  he  suggested  this 
might  be  left  to  the  Report. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON:  I 
am  quite  agreeable  to  that. 

Amendment,  l^  leave,  withdrawn. 

i    Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Clause  4 : 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  moved  an 
Amendment  to  provide  that  in  calculat- 
ing the  means  of  a  person  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Act,  account  should  be  taken  of 
the  yearly  income  which  might  be 
expected  to  be  derived  from  ai^y  property 
belonging  to  that  person,  *  *  if  such  property 
being  at  the  time  capable  of  realisation 
were  realised  and  invested  in  the  purchase 
of  a  Government  annuity  for  the  life  of 
such  a  person.  Provided  that  the  house 
in  which  such  person  resides,  and  any 
furniture  or  effects  necessary  for  its 
occupation,  shall  not  be  considered  as 
property  that  could  be  realised  for  the 
purchase  of  such  annuity.''  He  said 
this  was  a  very  important  point  which 
was  raised  in  another  place  on  the 
Third  Reading,  but  to  which,  so  far 
as  he  was  aware,  no  answer  had  been 


j  given    by    His    Majesty's    Government. 
By    an    Amendment    already    inserted 
in  the  Bill  the  means  of  a  claimant  for 
a  pension  were  interpreted  to  be  a  yearly 
means ;  in  other  words,  the  income  derived 
from  any  source  of  labour  or  property. 
The  fourth  clause  laid  down  a  rule  for 
calculating  the  yearly  means  of  a  persou 
for    the    purposes    of    the    Act.     Sab- 
section  (a)  of  the  clause  said  that  in  the 
absence  of  other  means  for  ascertaining 
the  income  the  income  might  be  taken  to 
be   that   actually   received   during   the 
preceding  year,  and  then  subsection  (c), 
on  which  he  was  raising  this  question, 
said  the  yearly  income  which  might  be 
expected  to  be  derived  from  any  property 
belonging  to  that  person  which,  though 
capable  of  investment  or  profitable  use, 
was  not  so  invested  or  profitably  used 
by  him.      The   Committee    would    see 
that    under    those    words    the    income 
derived  from   any   form  of  investment 
would  be  calculated  as  the  yearly  in- 
come.    The  result  might  be  that,   sup- 
posing a  person  invested  a  certain  sum 
in  Consols,  returning  an  income  of  not 
more  than  2^  per  cent.,  he  might  possess 
as  much  as  £1,200  in  Consols  and  yet  be 
the  recipient  of  a  pension  of  Is.  a  week 
under  the  Bill.     That  was  of  course  an 
extreme  case,  but  it  was  a  case  that  ought 
not  to  occur.     It  would  be  ridiculous 
to  say  that  a  person  possessed  of  that 
kind  of  property  should  be  entitled  to 
the   benefit   of    a    pension    under    the 
Bill.    These  old-age  pensions  were  not 
intended  for  any  case  of  that  kind,  yet 
as  the  Bill  stood  it  would  be  possible. 
If  a  husband  and   wife  lived  together, 
each  of  them  possessing  the^  amount  of 
Consols  he  had  mentioned,  they  might 
each  get  Is.  a  week  under  the  provisioni 
of  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood.     If  they 
possessed  about  £800  each  in  Consols, 
each  might  obtain  the  full  pension  of  5s. 
a  week.    It  could  not  be  the  intention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  yet  that  was 
what  would  result  from  the  provisions 
of   this   Bill.    This   matter   was   called 
attention  to  by  Six  Henry  Norman,  a 
supporter  of  the  Grovemment  in  another 
place,  on  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill. 
Clearly  there  ought  to  be  some  kind  of 
limit   as   to   the   amount   of  realisable 
property  which  a  person  might  own  who 
was  coming  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill.    In  New  Zealand, 
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which  he  understood  from  a  speech  of 
the  Prime  Minister  on  the  Budget  had 
been  rather  a  model  to  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment  in  framing  this  Bill,  the 
linait  was  £200.  What  he  suggested  by 
this  Amendment  was  that  where  a  person 
possessing  property  which,  if  realised 
and  invested  in  a  (Jovernment  annuity, 
would  produce  £31  10s.,  which  was  the 
income  debarring  a  person  from  receiving 
a  pension  under  this  Bill,  such  a  person 
should  not  be  the  recipient  of  a  pension. 
That  appeared  to  be  perfectly  fair 
because  he  had  added  the  proviso  that 
it  should  not  apply  to  the  house  in  which 
any  pensioner  resided,  or  to  the  furniture 
or  effects  necessary  for  its  occupation. 
If  the  Government  thought  that  too  hard 
a  condition — and  he  would  say  that  it 
did  not  compel  the  realisation  of  the 
property  for  that  purpose,  but  simply 
related  to  the  income  which  might  be 
derived  from  the  property  if  realised — 
would  they  insert  in  this  clause  some- 
thing to  show  that  at  any  rate  the 
claimant  for  a  pension  was  bound  to 
make  the  best  he  could  reasonably  make 
by  way  of  income  from  any  property 
which  he  possessed  ?  The  words  as 
they  now  stood  did  not  carry  that  out. 
For  example,  a  man  who  possessed  £1,200 
in  Consols  could  with  perfect  safety 
transfer  his  investment  to  East  India 
3^  per  cent,  and  he  would  get  a  much 
larger  income  in  that  way.  There  ought 
to  be  some  kind  of  rule  laid  down  in 
the  Bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  giving 
old-age  pensions  at  the  cost  of  the  tax- 
payers to  people  who  did  not  need  them. 
That  was  why  he  placed  the  Amendment 
upon  the  Paper,  and  he  hoped  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite  would  be  able  to  give 
some  satisfactory  assurance  that  he 
would  insert  words  to  carry  out  the 
principle  he  had  mentioned. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  which,  though  capable  of  investment  or 
profitable  use,  is  not  so  invested  or  profitably 
used  by  him,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  if  such 
ptroperty,  being  at  the  time  capable  of  realisa- 
tion, were  realised  and  invested  in  the  purchase 
of  a  Government  annuity  for  the  life  of  such 
person.  Provided  that  the  house  in  which 
such  person  resides,  and  any  furniture  or 
effects  necessary  for  its  occupation,  shall  not 
be  considered  as  property  that  could  be  realised 
for  the  purchase  of  such  annuity.'  " — (Viscount 
St.  Aldwyn.) 

VOI^CXCIII.  f Fourth  Series.1 


*ViscouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  this  was  a  question  on  which  there 
was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides. 
The  noble  Viscount  had  put  a  case  of  the 
claimant  to  a  pension  with  £1,200  in- 
vested in  Consols.  That  was  an  extreme 
case,  and  he  quite  agreed  that  such  a 
man  ought  not  to  have  an  old-age. 
pension.  A  more  likely  case  was  that 
of  a  man  of  seventy  who  had  accumu- 
lated, say,  £300,  and  who  had  carefully 
husbanded  that  amount  to  provide  for 
his  widow  or  child.  According  to  the 
noble  Viscoimt's  Amendment,  as  it 
appeared  on  the  Paper,  he  would  be 
bound  to  invest  that  sum  in  the  purchase 
of  a  Government  annuity. 

*ViscouNT  St.  aldwyn  :  He  would 
not  be  bound  to  do  it.  His  income  would 
be  calculated  as  if  he  had  done  so. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
the  man  might  live  only  a  year,  and  the 
Grovemment  annuity  would  be  calculated 
upon  his  expectation  for  life.  They 
might  almost  call  it  a  gamble  with  his 
money.  The  man  had  to  risk  at  once 
the  sacrifice  of  his  capital  in  order  to 
increase  his  income.  He  thought  that 
would  be  discouraging  thrift  to  a  very 
great  extent.  He  thought  there  ought 
to  be  some  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
point,  but  he  did  not  like  the  noble 
Viscount's  proposition,  and  he  did  not 
like  his  own.  He  had,  however,  great 
confidence  in  the  noble  Viscount's  fair- 
ness, justice,  and  ability,  and  perhaps  he 
would  bring  up  at  the  next  stage  of  the 
Bill  an  Amendment,  and  then  the  Grov- 
emment could  see  if  they  could  carry  out 
something  that  would  be  fair  and  just  in 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He 
thought  they  ought,  as  far  as  they  could, 
to  encourage  thrift,  but  this  Amendment 
would  shut  the  door  against  it. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :    No. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  was  afraid  it  would,  but  he  was  quite 
sure  that  His  Majesty's  Grovemment 
would  be  willing  to  cf)-operate  with  the 
noble  Viscount  in  anything  reasonable 
and  fair  in  the  matter. 

* 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  the 
noble  Viscount  had  met  the  principle  he 
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wanted  to  establish  to  some  extent,  though, 
he  had  not  made  any  definite  suggestion. 
Would  the  noble  Viscoimt  insert  in  place 
of  the  Amendment  words  which  would 
establish  the  same  principle  and  which 
would  make  the  section  run :  '*  The 
yearly  income  which  might  be  expected 
to  be  derived  from  any  property  belong- 
ing to  that  person  which,  though  capable 
of  investment  or  profitable  use,  is  not  so 
invested  or  profitably  used  by  him  so  as 
to  insure  the  largest  income  which  might  ; 
be  reasonably  derived  from  it "  ?  | 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  this  suggestion  commended   itself 
much  more  to  him,  but  he  would  like 
to  consult  the  Treasury  ofiicials  upon  it, 
because,    after    all,    it    might    involve  | 
more  than  he  saw  at  the  moment.    He  ' 
quite  sympathised  with  the  noble  Vis- 
count's views  that  the  income  should  be 
calculated    upon    the    largest    sum    the 
claimant  could  safely  expect  to  get  for  j 
his  money,  but  if  they  allowed  an  annuity  , 
principle  to  come  in  they  were    dealing 
with  part  of  his  capital.     Of  course,  as 
the  noble  Viscount  said,  a  man  could 
get  4  per  cent,  with  perfect  safety. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  that  if, 
as  he  understood,  the  noble  Viscount 
would  consult  the  Treasury,  he  would 
not  press  the  Amendment  now. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
asked  the  Government  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  paragraph  (d),  which  ran  : — 
"  The  yearly  value  of  any  benefit  or 
privilege  enjoyed  by  that  person."  The 
object  of  the  clause  was  to  provide 
that  in  calculating  the  needs  of  the 
applicant  for  a  pension,  any  benefit 
or  privilege  he  enjoyed  was  to  be 
taken  into  account,  and  he  wanted  to 
know  from  the  Government  how  they 
would  apply  that  principle  in  the  case, 
say,  of  a  cottager  whose  house  was 
worth  2s.  a  week.  That  would  be  all 
right  if  the  house  were  worth  £100, 
as  the  28.  would  fairly  correspond  to  its 
value.  But  many  landlords  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  a  cottage  on  t^eir 
property  worth  only  £100.  They  might 
be  persons  interested  in  the  proper 
housing  of  the  working  classes,  and  they 

Viscount  St,  Aldwyn. 


might  put  up  cottages  worth  £200  each- 
That  would  be  a  benefit  or  privilege 
to  the  occupier.  There  might  be  two 
old  labourers,  each  seventy  years  of  age, 
receiving  equal  wages  or  no  wages  at  all, 
both  paying  a  rent  of  2s.  a  week,  but  one 
occupying  a  house  worth  £100  and  the 
other  occupying  one  worth  £200.  In  all 
other  respects  they  were  in  exactly 
the  same  position.  Was  the  proper 
interpretation  of  the  Bill  that  the  means 
of  the  man  who  lived  in  the  more 
expensive  cottage  were  higher  than 
the  means  of  the  man  who  lived 
in  the  less  expensive  cottage  ?  In 
that  case  the  man  who  lived  in 
the  better  cottage  might  get  the  worse 
pension.  He  did  not  know  whether 
that  was  the  interpretation  the  Govern- 
ment put  upon  the  Bill,  but  if  so 
it  was  a  very  unfortunate  result. 
What  it  came  to  was  that  in  order 
to  get  the  highest  possible  pension  the 
man  would  prefer  to  live  in  the  bad 
cottage  rather  than  the  good  cottage. 
The  whole  effect  of  that  would  be  that 
the  labourer  would  be  in  favour  of  bad 
houses  rather  than  good  houses  in  order 
to  get  the  largest  amount  of  pension 
under  the  scale.  It  all  turned  on  the 
words  "  the  yearly  value  of  any  benefit 
or  privilege  enjoyed  by  that  person," 
and  if  that  value  varied  according  to  the 
value  of  the  house  the  result  would  be 
very  imfortimate.  He  would,  however, 
like  the  Government  themselves  to 
explain  what  they  conceived  to  be  the 
interpretation  of  their  own  clause. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  his  noble 
friend  had  put  a  number  of  con- 
ceivable cases,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Government  whether  they  could  lay 
down  any  general  rule  and  standard  such 
as  could  be  stated  then  and  there  as 
to  how  the  different  pension  authorities 
would  deal  with  each  one  of  the  different 
cases  he  had  put.  No  doubt  it  would 
have  been  very  easy  for  each  one  of  their 
Lordships  to  have  mentioned  cases  out  of 
;  his  own  experience,  where  circumstances 
I  varied  and  difficulties  could  be  put  in  the 
way,  as  the  noble  Marquess  had  done. 
His  answer  to  his  noble  friend  was  that 
the  points  that  would  arise  in  this  case 
were  questions  of  fact  of  which  the 
pension  officer  and  the  pension  com- 
mittee, and,  in  the  last  resort,  the  Local 
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Government  Board,  would  have  to  judge. 
He  was  not  saying  that  difficult  cases 
would  not  arise,  and  the  noble  Marquess 
had  put  an  exceedingly  fair  instance  of  the 
sort  of  difficulty  that  might  be  expected. 
The  noble  Marquess  started  by  taking 
the  case  of  a  cottager  living  rent  free. 
What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  manner  in 
which  the  pension  officer  would  judge  a 
case  of  that  kind  ?  He  (Lord  Fitzmaurice) 
should  say  that  the  pension  officer, 
being  a  local  man  who  would  be  cognisant 
to  a  certain  extent  of  the  value  of  the 
house,  would  judge  the  value  of  it  to 
the  neighbourhood,  and  so  on,  in  every 
•case  where  cottages  were  let,  as  they  often 
"were,  at  a  comparatively  low  rent,  upon 
the  estates  of  a  large  landowner  who  very 
often  built  exceedingly  good  cottages  and 
let  them  at  low  rates.  Those  cases,  no 
doubt,  would  have  to  be  judged  one  by 
one  as  part  of  the  very  arduous  task  of  the 
pension  officer.  He  could  not  in  reply  to 
the  noble  Marquess  lay  down  any  general 
rule  to  show  how  these  difficulties  would 
be  solved.  They  would  have  to  be 
solved  on  the  principle  of  solvitur  ambu- 
lando.  Beyond  that  he  really  did  not 
think  he  could  go. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  asked 
-whether  it  was  not  a  marvellous  state  of 
things  that  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  Members  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  explained  that  he  was 
-unable  to  solve  these  great  difficulties, 
but  said  :  "Do  not  distress  yourselves, 
there  is  always  the  exciseman  in  every 
■county  who  is  qualified  to  so  ve  all  these 
•difficulties."  This  wonderful  Imperial 
officer,  whom  the  noble  Lord,  speaking 
with  great  humility,  credited  with  far 
more,  intelligence  than  himself,  was  going 
to  solve  all  the  difficulties  which  the  noble 
Lord  could  not  approach.  Was  it  not 
perfectly  clear  that  the  Government  had 
not  thought  out  what  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  were  ?  Notwithstanding  the 
assurance  of  the  noble  Viscount  that 
these  things  had  been  thought  out 
ior  the  last  twelve  months,  he  thought 
the  Government  really  had  not  fathomed 
the  effects  of  the  Bill,  and  were  abso- 
lutely unable  to  give  any  answer  to  this 
simple  conundrum.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  the  points  he  had  raised  had 
mot  occurred  to  the  Government  until  he 


spoke.  Thp  Bill  had  gone  right  thrcrtigh 
the  House  of  Commons — very  ill-discussed, 
he  admitted — and  it  came  up  to  their 
Lordships'  House  at  the  end  of  July,  and 
then  the  most  simple  question  put  to 
the  Government  could  not  be  answered 
by  them. 


♦The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  The  noble 
Marquess  has  paid  my  noble  friend  the 
compliment  of  having  one  of  the  finest 
minds  in  the  House.  I  think  we  should 
pay  the  noble  Marquess  the  compliment 
of  having  one  of  the  most  ingenious. 
In  this  particular  instance  I  can  assure 
him  he  is  wrong.  This  question  was  very 
carefully  considered  indeed.  The  noble 
Marquess  thinks  that  he  has  put  us  into  a 
difficulty  by  mentioning  the  case  of  a 
house  worth  £100  and  one  worth  £200. 
But  the  difficulty  does  not  stop  there. 
It  is  quite  conceivable  under  any  old-age 
pension  scheme  that  an  inmate  of  the 
nobleMarquess'  house  at  Hatfield  might  be 
perfectly  competent  to  receive  an  old  age 
pension.  Conceive  the  possibility  of 
some  aged  retainer  of  the  noble  Marquess 
who  did  not  receive  from  him  or  from 
any  other  source  an  income  of  £30  a  year. 
He  or  she  would  imdoubtedly  be  qualified 
to  receive  an  old-age  pension,  even  though 
inhabiting  the  residence  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  which  is  worth  a  great  deal 
more  than  £100  or  £200. 

Viscount  RIDLEY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment with  the  object  of  discovering 
whether  the  sum  paid  by  a  son  or  daughter 
towards  the  support  of  a  parent  by  an 
order  of  a  board  of  guardians  was  to  be 
counted  in  the  income  of  a  pensioner. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  4,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  person,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  but  this  provision  shall 
not  include  the  value  of  the  maintenance  of  a 
person  by  relatives  who  are  by  law  compellable 
to  maintain  that  person.'  " — {Viscount  Ridley.) 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  went  a  great  deal  be- 
yond the  point  the  noble  Viscount  said 
he  wished  to  raise,  which,  if  he  fol- 
lowed him  correctly,  was  that  he  wished 
to  inquire  what  would  happen  in  the 
case  of  a  certain  amount  of  poor  relief 
finding  its  way  into  a  household.     The 
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Amendment  went  a  good  deal   beyond 
tliat  and  said  that  the  yearly  value  of  any 
benefit  or  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  person 
whose  case  was  mider  consideration  should 
count  towards  his  income.     That  would 
cover  a  great  number  of  cases.    A  man, 
whom  he  would  call  William  Smith  for 
the  purpose  of  argument,  might  have  a 
relative  living  with  him  who  paid  some- 
thing towards  the  household  expenses. 
That  went  into  William  Smith's  pocket. 
As  the  Amendment  stood  it  would  not 
count  in  the  calculation  of  William  Smith's 
income,  and  the  noble  Viscount  was  get- 
ting distinctly  within   the  meshes  of  the 
question    of    privilege,    because    if    the 
Amendment  were  carried  it  was  quite  clear 
that  one  of  the  safeguards  of  the  Bill 
would  be  knocked  away,  and  though  there 
might  not  be  a  great  increase  of  expendi- 
ture it  would  arise  in  a  certain  number  of 
cases.     Then  there  was  the  more  limited 
class  of  cases  where  a  certain  amount 
of  money  would  come  in  from  certain 
members  of  the  household  for  payment 
which  went,  so  to  speak,  into  the  common 
pot,  and  therefore  went  to  the  help  of  the 
household.     He    understood    the    noble 
Viscount  to  ask  what  was  the  intention 
of  the  Grovernment  with  regard  to  sums 
of  that   kind.     He   (Lord   Fitzmaurice) 
desired  to  speak  rather  imder  correction, 
and  possibly  it  might  be  desirable  that 
this  point  should  be  gone  into  on  Report, 
but  as  the  words  stood  at  present  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  at  all 
that  any  sum  of  that  kind  would  come 
within  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  benefit  " 
and  would  count  towards  income.     Some 
people  might  think  that  hard,   but  no 
doubt  the  Government  had  had  to  hedge 
round  the  granting  of  these  pensions  with 
a  great  deal  of  precautions  and  limita- 
tions.    Hitherto  the  Grovernment  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere  had  chiefly  been 
attacked  for  not  having  put  in  safeguards 
enough,    but   now  and   again   criticism 
was  directed  against  them  from  au  exactly 
opposite  point  of  view,  and  noble  Lords 
wanted  to  knock  away  some  of  the  safe- 
guards the  Grovernment  had  erected. 

Viscount  RIDLEY  said  the  noble 
Lord  had  certainly  misunderstood  the 
object  of  his  Amendment.  This  case 
of  William  Smith,  so  far  as  he  could 
imderstand  it,  certainly  would  not  come 
imder     his     Amendment,     because     the 

Lor^^  Fitzmaurice, 


Amendment  suggested  the  maijutenance 
of  a  person  by  relatives  who  were 
by  law  compellable  to  maintain  that 
person,  whereas  William  Smith  was^ 
being    maintained    voluntarily. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE:  But  the^ 
might  be  persons  compellable  by  law 
to  make  the  payment  though  they  were 
making  it  voluntarily. 

Viscount  RIDLEY  said  the  case  he- 
wished  to  put  before  their  Lordships  was- 
that  of  poor  people  who,  by  order  of  the 
guardians,  had  their  support  helped  by 
sons  or  daughters  with  whom  they  lived. 
They  might  perhaps  have  a  small  income- 
of  their  own,  and  the  board  of  guardians 
might  make  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
more,  and  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  that  such  sums  when  so- 
ordered  should  count  as  part  of  the 
regular  income. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  he 
certainly  interpreted  his  noble  friend's 
Amendment  in  that  way,  though  he  did 
not  think  it  would  carry  it  out  as  it 
was  at  present  worded.  If  it  read,  "  shall 
not  include  any  sum  paid  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  person  by  relatives  who 
are  by  law  compelled  to  maintain  him,'*^ 
that  would  probably  meet  the  case. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  post- 
pone the  point  until  the  Report  stage^ 
because  he  would  be  sorry,  and  he 
thought  his  noble  friend  would  be 
sorry,  to  include  such  cases  as  those 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  referred. 

Viscount  RIDLEY  said  he  would 
withdraw  his  Amendment  and  bring 
the  matter  up  on  Report. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that  before 
the  Amendment  was  withdrawn  he 
desired  on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment 
to  reserve  the  question  of  privilege  on 
this  point,  because  although  the  amoimt 
affected  was  not  large,  there  would  be 
some  increase,  and  therefore  the  question 
of  privilege  could  be  raised. 

I     Viscount    St.    ALDWYN    said    he 

could    not    help    thinking    that    if    the 

I  Amendment  were  altered  in  the  way  he 

I  suggested  there   would  be  no   question 
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of  privilege  at  all,  because  it  could  not 
be  intended  by  the  Bill  that  orders  of 
the  kind  referred  to  should  be  included 
in  the  income. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that  that 
Tvas  not  quite  the  point.  There  might  be 
«ome  person  at  the  head  of  a  household 
xeceiving  sums  from  persons  in  the  house 
which  would  go  into  the  common  pot, 
And  practically  be  part  of  the  income  of 
the  head  of  the  household. 

Lord  AVEBURY  asked  whether  there 
was  not  a  danger  of  a  person  having 
an  income  being  handed  over  to  hi? 
children  who  were  compelled  to  maintain 
him. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

YiscopNT  RIDLEY  asked  the  meaning 
of  subsection  (2)  of  the  clause  which  pro- 
vides that  in  calculating  the  means  of  a 
person  being  one  of  a  married  couple 
living  together  in  the  same  house,  the 
means  shall  not  in*  any  case  be  taken  to 
be  a  less  amount  than  half  the  total 
means  of  the  couple.  He  asked  what 
was  the  object  of  the  provision.  It 
might  lead  to  very  considerable  hardship 
in  certain  cases.  When  the  Bill  was 
originally  brought  in,  the  idea  was  that 
persons  entitled  to  pensions  should  not 
receive  more  than  3s.  9d.  a  week  if  they 
lived  together,  and  it  was  altered  on  its 
l)eing  pointed  out  that  a  husband  and 
wife  would  be  penalised.  But  the  effect 
of  this  would  be  that  if  they  took  two 
old  people  of  seventy  who  were  sisters 
or  brothers,  or  no  relations  at  all,  and  A 
had  £21  a  year  and  B  £29,  A  would  get 
5s.  a  week  and  B  Is.  a  week,  but  in  the 
case  of  a  married  couple  enjoying  the 
same  respective  incomes  A  would  only 
receive  3s.  and  B  Is.  If  that  was  the 
effect  of  those  words  it  would  in  certain 
circumstances  penalise  old  married 
couples  who  lived  together. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  if  the  noble  Viscount  would  put  down 
an  Amendment  to  express  his  views  the 
Government  would  give  it  consideration. 
They  could  not  answer  off-hand  what 
construction  could  be  put  upon  it. 

Viscount  RIDLEY  said  he  did  not 
idesire  so  much  to  put  down  an  Amend- 


ment, because  he  fully  agreed  that  the 
Government  could  not  meet  every  possible 
case  arising  under  the  Bill,  but  he  would 
be  satisfied  if  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment could  tell  him  what  the  object 
of  this  particular  subsection  was.  If 
the  noble  Viscount  wished  time,  he 
would  raise  the  question  on  Report. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that  per- 
haps the  noble  Viscount  would  refer  to 
it  on  the  Report  stage. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said 
he  was  sorry  that  the  Grovemment  took 
that  line,  because  he  wished  to  ask  a 
question  on  the  subsection.  How  were 
married  couples  going  to  be  treated 
under  the  Bill  ?  He  took  the  case  of 
an  old  man  of  seventy  who  had  an  in- 
come of  £32  a  year,  while  his  wife  of 
seventy  had  nothing.  He  would  get 
nothing,  while  presumably  his  wife 
would  get  5s.  a  week.  But  if  each  had 
£16  a  year,  making  the  total  income  of 
the  same  amount,  both  would  come  in 
on  the  lowest  limit  and  would  be  entitled 
to  the  highest  pension,  and  the  household 
would  get  10s.  a  week.  Did  the  Govern- 
ment defend  that  the  two  households 
should  be  treated  so  differently  in  the 
same  circumstances  ? 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  must  enter  his  protest  against  the 
noble  Lord's  question,  as  to  what  the 
Gk)vernment  intended.  They  had  put 
all  they  intended  into  a  clause  and  if 
the  noble  Lord  was  dissatisfied  with 
their  wording  the  legitimate  mode  of 
proceeding  was  for  him  to  put  down 
an  Amendment.  He  had  had  as  much 
experience  as  the  noble  Marquess  in 
Parliamentary  history  and  never  heard 
of  such  a  thing  as  being  cross-examined. 

♦Lord  SANDERSON  asked  if  the 
noble  Viscount  would  not  say  what  was 
the  meaning  of  the  subsection.  Ic  pro  - 
vided  that  the  means  of  one  of  a 
married  couple  should  not  be  taken  at 
less  than  hiJf  the  total  means  of  that 
couple,  yet  there  was  no  provision  that 
the  means  of  the  other  one  might  in 
certain  cases  be  taken  at  less  than  the 
full  amount  belonging  to  that  individual. 


Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
means  what  it  8ays^^^y(^oOgle 
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The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said 
he  was  sorry  he  should  have  incurred 
the  rebuke  of  the  noble  Viscount.  He 
had  had  the  honour  of  sitting  opposite 
to  him  for  many  years,  and  had  watched 
his  conduct  of  important  measures, 
including  the  Local  Grovemment  Bill, 
through  the  other  House.  In  the  House 
of  Commons  the  noble  Viscount  would  no 
more  have  thought  of  refusing  to  answer 
a  question  put  by  one  of  his  opponents 
than  he  would  have  thought  of  flying. 
It  was  reserved  for  their  Lordships' 
House  to  be  treated  in  that  way  by  the 
Government.  He  asked  a  perfectly  re- 
spectful question.  He  took  a  perfectly 
simple  instance  and  wanted  to  know 
the  meaning  of  the  Bill.  If  the  noble 
Viscount  objected  to  the  point  being 
put  in  the  form  of  a  question,  he  would 
make  it  in  the  form  of  an  assertion. 
His  point  was  that  in  precisely  similar 
cases  the  pension  in  one  would  be  5s. 
a  week  and  in  the  other  double  that 
amount.  Whatever  their  opinion  might 
be  as  to  the  policy  of  old-age  pensions 
all  would  agree  that  the  Bill  ought  to 
be  a  fair  one.  That  was  why  he  did 
not  very  much  care  for  the  Bill,  though 
he  had  done  his  best  in  anything  he 
had  said  to  put  the  Bill  into  proper 
shape. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  th-r-t  nobody 
had  complained  of  the  way  in  which 
the  question  was  put  or  of  his  noble 
friend  illustrating  his  view  by  stating 
a  concrete  case.  His  noble  friend  had 
said  that,  as  there  was  no  Amendment 
on  the  Paper,  his  attention  had  not  been 
specially  drawn  to  the  concrete  case 
which  had  been  put  forward,  and, 
therefore,  he  asked  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  give  an  answer  on  the  Report 
stage.  That  was  all.  The  case  stated 
by  his  noble  friend  was  a  reasonable  one, 
so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  follow  his 
argument.  He  must  confess  he  was 
not  aware  that  on  this  subsection 
these  points  were  going  to  be  raised, 
and,  therefore,  he  was  not  so  fully  pre- 
pared on  these  points  as  on  others.  All 
these  points,  the  Committee  would  agree, 
especially  when  they  worked  them  out 
by  mathematical  calculation,  were  ex- 
tremely complicated,  and  it  would  be 
fairer  to  his  noble  friend  to  give  his 
answers    on    the    Report    stage,    when 


they  would  be  able,  he  had  no  doubts 
to  give  complete  answers  to  the  per- 
fectly legitimate  points  raised  by  the 
noble  Lord. 

Viscount  RIDLEY  said  that  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  be  per- 
ectly  satisfied  to  defer  the  Amendment 
to  the  Report  stage,  but  he  would  point 
out  the  extreme  difficulty  in  which  the- 
House  was  placed.  The  Bill  was  only 
brought  into  their  Lordships'  House  a 
few  days  ago  and  there  had  been  very 
little  time  to  put  down  Amendments, 
and  he  desired  to  ask  for  informatioa 
concerning  rather  an  important  sub- 
section in  order  that,  if  he  thought  fit, 
he  might  put  down  an,  Amendment  before^ 
the  Report  stage  was  reached.  That 
would  be  impossible  if  he  did  not  get 
the  information  imtil  then.  Considering: 
the  amount  of  time  the  Government 
spokesmen  had  been  giving  to  the  details 
of  the  Bill,  he  could  not  help  feeling 
sorry  that  they  had  not  been  able  to 
give  him  information  upon  a  subsection 
which  at  any  rate,  needed  explanation^ 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  a  d  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : 

Lord  ATKINSON  moved  to  add  that 
if  the  pension  committee,  after  the- 
receipt  of  the  report  of  the  pension 
officer  upon  a  claim  or  question  referred 
to  him,  do  not,  within  the  time  prescribed, 
proceed  to  give  their  decision  on  the- 
matter,  the  recommendation  or  opinion, 
of  the  pension  officer  shall,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  treated  as  a  decision  of 
the  pension  committee.  They  wished^ 
he  said,  that  the  pension  committee, 
when  application  was  made  either  for  the 
granting  of  a  pension  or  the  forfeiting 
of  a  pension  that  had  been  already 
granted,  should  not  put  it  aside  and  do 
nothing.  It  was  possible  that  the  pension 
officer's  report  might  not  contain  any- 
thing like  a  decision  either  in  favour  of 
or  against  the  applicant  or  claim.  There* 
fore,  there  might  not  be  any  decision^ 
He  admitted  that  his  Amendment  was 
not  perfect,  but  it  was  lucidity  itself  com- 
pared to  the  Amendment  nexton  thft 
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Paper  in  the  name  of  the  noble  Viscount. 
There  were  complaints  that  the  pension 
committee  would  do  nothing,  but  the 
noble  Viscount  proposed  that  there 
should  be  an  appeal  against  their  decision. 
That  was  exactly  the  defect.  The  Bill 
provided  that  when  they  came  to  a 
decision  the  pension  officer  and  any 
person  aggrieved  might  appeal  to  the 
central  pension  authority  against  the 
decision  of  the  local  conmiittee.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  strange  misapplication  of 
language  to  say  that  they  were  also  to 
appeal  when  there  was  no  decision.  He 
did  not  understand  how  any  human 
being  could  perform  the  operation  of 
appealing  against  a  blank.  What  the 
noble  Viscount  and  he  himself  both 
desired  was  that  when  a  pension  com- 
mittee did  nothing  the  central  authority 
should  be  in  a  position  to  hear  the 
question  and  to  decide  it,  putting  the 
pension  committee  entirely  aside  when 
that  committee  refused  to  do  its  duty. 
He  suggested  that  if  the  noble  Viscount 
would  leave  out  all  the  words  from  the 
word  "  may  "  and  insert  "  apply  to  the 
central  pension  authority  to  consider  and 
finally  decide  such  claim  or  question 
which  the  said  last-mentioned  authority 
shall  have  power  to  do,"  that  would 
meet  the  case.  He  would  withdraw  his 
Amendment  if  the  noble  Viscount  would 
say  he  would  consider  the  matter  so  that 
on  the  Report  stage  they  might  decide 
as  to  the  form  of  words  whic  wouldh 
carry  out  the  common  intention  they 
both  entertained. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  question/ 
to  insert  the  following  new  subsection  :  *  (  )  If 
the  pension  committee  after  the  receipt  of  the 
aforesaid  report  do  not  within  the  time 
prescribed  proceed  to  give  their  decision  on 
the  claim  or  question  so  reported  upon,  the 
recommendation  or  opinion  of  the  pension 
ofllcer  as  expressed  in  his  report  shall,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a 
decision  of  the  pensions  committee  upon  the 
same,  and  shall  be  acted  upon  and  treated 
accordingly.*" — {Lord  Atkinson.) 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  was 
glad  the  noble  Lord  had  understood  his 
meaning  in  the  clause  which  had  been 
drafted  and  put  down.  They  were 
perfectly  agreed  as  to  what  the  evil 
was  which  the  noble  Lord  feared,  and 
perfectly  agreed  also  that  it  should  be 


checked.  It  was  a  question  simply  of 
which  machinery  was  the  best.  He 
would  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  Lord  and  hoped  that  before  the 
Report  stage  they  would  have  arrived 
at  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  what 
would  be  a  very  serious  evil  unless  dealt 
with. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  5,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  them,* 
to  insert,  *  If  a  local  pension  committee  refuse 
or  neglect  to  consider  any  claim  for  a  pension 
or  to  determine  any  question  within  a  reasonable 
time,  any  person  who  would  have  the  right 
under  this  provision  to  appeal  against  the 
decision  of  the  local  pension  committee  may 
appeal  as  if  the  pension  committee  had  given 
such  a  decision.'  ** — {Viscount  Wolverhampton,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  ATKINSON  moved  to  provide 
that  a  member  of  the  committee  who 
disapproved  of  the  decision  should  be 
deemed  to  be  a  party  aggrieved.  The 
object  was,  he  said,  to  make  it  clear 
what  was  meant  by  the  words  "  person 
aggrieved."  Apparently  the  appeal  was 
practically  confined  to  the  pension  officer 
and  to  the  applicant  whose  claim  was 
refused  or  who  was  held  to  be  disqualified. 
That  was  a  most  unsatisfactory  position. 
He  did  not  want  to  go  into  the  position 
which  the  pension  officer  would  have  to 
occupy  in  very  many  parts  of  Ireland. 
Viscount  St.  Aldwyn  had  said  that  the 
pension  officer  would  be  the  watchdog 
of  the  Treasury.  In  the  West  of  Ireland 
he  wished  no  dog  an  unhappier  fate 
than  would  be  the  fate  of  a  pension 
officer  who  decided  against  a  popular 
man  or  in  favour  of  an  unpopular  man. 
He  should  think  the  famous  "  dirty  dog," 
or  a  dog  sent  out  into  a  street  filled  with 
his  enemies,  and  with  a  tin-kettle  on  his 
tail,  would  have  a  peaceful,  dignified, 
and  happy  life  compared  with  that  of 
the  pension  officer  who  decided  on  the 
lines  of  which  he  had  spoken.  He 
thought  the  member  of  a  committee 
who  disapproved  of  the  decision  at 
which  the  committee  had  arrived  should 
be  deemed  to  be  a  person  aggrieved  within 
the  meaning  of  the  section,  and  should 
have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  central 
authority  against  their  decision.  Every- 
one desired  to  have  an  administration  of 
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the  Act  which  was  pure,  efficient,  and 
carried  on  with  ordinary  celerity.  To 
expect  a  pension  officer  to  appeal  against 
a  popular  decision,  however  unjust, was 
absurd. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  5,  line  20,  to  add  the  words,  *'  That 
a  member  of  the  committee  who  disapproves 
of  the  decision  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  party 
aflrgrieved  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.*  " — 
{Lord  Atkinson.) 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
thought  the  Amendment  would  require  a 
little  consideration  and  might  be  allowed 
to  stand  over.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  the  Irish  Office  thought  of  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  Question,  clause,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 

Clause  8  : 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  moved 
an  Amendment  to  provide  that  the 
majority  of  the  local  pension  committee 
(a  pointed  bythe  council  of  the  borough, 
district,  or  county,  and,  according  to 
the  clause,  the  persons  appointed  need 
not  be  members  of  the  council)  should 
consist  of  members  of  the  appointing 
council.  The  clause  was,  he  said,  an 
important  one,  as  he  understood  that, 
although  practically  the  local  pension 
committee  would  not  have  the  means  of 
administering  any  public  funds.it  would 
practically  be  on  their  advice  that  the 
lists  of  those  to  whom  pensions  were 
ultimately  given  would  be  compiled. 
He  understood,  however,  that  the  ultimate 
decision  on  the  matter  was  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grovemment  so  far  as  the 
regulations  were  concerned.  The  point 
he  wished  to  raise  was  this  :  Under  the 
clause  as  it  now  stood  the  councils,  either 
borough,  urban  or  district,  were  placed 
in  a  position  of  trust,  and  had  to  act  with 
the  Government  in  finding  out  who  were 
eligible  for  the  pensions.  At  one  time 
it  was  an  axiom  of  the  Liberal  Party  that 
taxation  and  representation  should  go  to- 
gether. By  the  present  Act  they  were 
placing  the  control  of  vast  sums  of  money  | 
in  the  hands  of  individuals  who  certainly 
had  not  been  elected  by  any  constituency 
of  any  description  for  the  purpose  of 

Lord  Atkinson, 


administering  those  funds.  All  he  asked 
was  that  the  authority  to  which  they 
gave  these  far-reaching  extensive  powers 
should  have  some  responsibility  cast  upon 
them  and  should  not,  in  the  words  of  the 
Act,  have  the  power  of  delegating  the 
whole  of  their  authority  to  some  com- 
mittee of  whose  constitution  they  had  no 
knowledge  whatever.  Therefore  he  made 
the  suggestion  that  any  committee  which 
might  be  appointed  by  those  different 
authorities  should  have  at  any  rate  a 
majority  of  the  appointing  committee 
serving  on  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

•*  In  page  5,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  county  * 
to  ifisert  th^  words  *  atii  shall  consist  either 
wholly  or  partly  of  members  of  the  appointing 
coun?i',  but  the  msmbsrs  of  such  council  shall 
be  a  majority  of  the  whole  committee.'  '* — 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  he  could 
quite  realise  that  when  his  noble  friend 
moved  the  Amendment  he  had  perhaps 
some  feelings  running  in  his  mind  similar 
to  those  which  animated  Mr.  Pitt  when, 
on  a  celebrated  occasion,  thinking  that 
his  great  rival,  Mr.  Fox,  had  made  a 
mistake,  he  said  he  would  "  un-Whig  " 
him.  He  quite  felt  that  it  was  difficult 
for  them  on  the  Liberal  side  of  the  House 
to  appear  to  resist  an  Amendment  of  the 
kind  moved,  even  if  it  were  moved  from 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  based 
as  it  was  upon  an  appeal  to  the  great 
canons  of  popular  representation,  and 
indeed  to  a  strict  application  of  what  he 
might  call  democratic  doctrine.  The 
noble  Duke  objected  to  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  because  the  pension  committee 
might  consist  of  outsiders,  and  was  in  no 
manner  compelled  to  have  upon  it  a 
majority  of  members  of  the  actual 
appointing  authority,  the  county  council, 
and  no  doubt  he  would  say  that  there 
he  was  standing  upon  essentially  Liberal 
ground,  a  strong  Liberal  foundation,  and 
he  (the  speaker)  was  the  very  last  person 
to  regret  seeing  the  noble  Duke  standing 
on  those  grounds.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing, he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there 
were  some  reasons  for  leaving  the  Bill 
as  it  stood.  The  other  day  the  noble 
Viscount,  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,  dwelt 
upon  what  he  thought  was  the  great  diffi- 
culty and  future  danger  of  county  govern - 
men*^,  namely,  that  year  after  year  ParUa- 
ment  went  on  piling  i^w^;a^tjipp^upon 
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i;li08e    bodies    until   they   were    almost 
breaking  down  under  the  burden.    That 
iNras  most  true.    Not  a  year  passed  by 
^thout  very  complicated  duties  of  a 
'burdensome  character  being  put  upon 
the  county  councils,  and  aU  that  work 
had  to  be  done  by  committees.     They 
liad  to  man  their  committees,  and  must 
man  them  with  men  who  were  able  to 
attend,  for  it  was  essential  to  have  con- 
tinuity  of   policy,    and,    therefore,   the 
3)re8ence  of  people  who  were  able  to  give 
their  time  to  the  work.    He  could  not  help 
bearing  that,  bearing  in  mind  the  enor- 
mous increase  of  work  placed  in  recent 
years  upon  county  councils,  if  they  were 
to  throw  upon  those  bodies  the  duty  of 
finding  the  greater  portion  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  committees  they  might  be 
•getting  into  a  very  considerable  practical 
•difficulty.    He  might  perhaps  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  there  was  a  very 
•great  difference  between  this  committee 
and   many   other   committees   of   local 
bodies    such    as    county    and    borough 
-councils  that  had  been  appointed,  because 
in  all  those  other  committees  Parliament 
had  very  wisely  insisted  upon  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  members  of  the  council.     The 
•county  council  had  been  administering 
funds  which,  if  not  wholly,  had  in  any 
case  in  part  come  out  of  the  local  rates, 
but  that  was  not  at  all  so  in  the  present 
case.     The    coimty    council    would    be 
administering   Imperial   fimds,    and   he 
took  it  that  what  a  county  council  ought 
really  to  try  to  do  was  to  pick  out  men 
who  were  skilled  administrators.     They 
ought  to  look  a  great  deal  towards  the 
example  of  the  German  municipalities. 
A  very  great  portion  of  local  administra- 
tion in   Germany  was  carried  out   by 
experts,  appointed  and  selected  by  the 
local  authority,  but  not  necessarily  mem- 
bers of  the  appointing  body.     They  were 
:a  mixture  of  the  permanent  official  such 
as  was  known  in  this  country  and  of  the 
local  member,  because  they  were  selected 
from  persons  living  in  the  areas  in  which 
the   committee  had  to  act.     Therefore, 
he  was  not  inclined  to  think  that  he  was 
^ally   offending  against   sound    Liberal 
doctrines  when  he  s^id  that  in  this  case 
the  balance  of  argument  was  contrary  to 
the  proposal  of  his  noble  friend,  although 
lie  thought  it  was  not  at  all  an  un- 


and  he  hoped,  whatever  the  decision  of 
the  Committee  might  be,  it  would  see  that 
the  Government,  in  making  this  pro- 
posal, had  been  animated,  not  by  dis- 
trust of  popular,  representation,  but 
simply  by  the  desire  to  obtain  the  best 
practical  machinery  for  canying  out  the 
exceedingly  difficult  and  important  duties 
it  would  have  to  perform. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Viscx)UNT  MIDLETON  moved  an 
Amendment  to  make  a  Metropolitan 
borough  and  the  City  of  London  the 
authority  under  the  section  by  which  the 
local  pension  committee  is  appointed. 
The  Amendment,  was,  he  said,  one  of 
those  that  had  the  misfortune  to  come 
under  the  guillotine  in  another  place,  and 
he  imagined  the  Government  would  be 
prepared  to  accept  it.  He  believed  the 
intention  was  that  the  London  County 
Council  should  nominate  all  these  pension 
committees,  and  he  submitted  it  was 
highly  desirable  over  so  great  an  area 
that  the  committees  should  be  nominated 
by  the  borough  councils  which  were 
representative  of  very  large  masses  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  had  a  much  greater 
local  knowledge  as  well  as  being  the 
authorities  for  such  business  as  appoint- 
ing distress  committees.  The  commit- 
tees ought  to  deal  with  the  present  matter, 
which  involved  Imperial  and  not  local 
funds,  direct  with  the  controlling  body 
and  not  through  the  machinery  of  the 
county  council.  He  suggested  that  the 
present  system  could  only  result  in  the 
whole  work  being  done  by  inter-com- 
munication between  them. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  6,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  county* 
to  insert  the  words  *  for  the  purpose  of  this  sub- 
section the  expression  "  borough  '*  means  and 
includes  a  metropolitan  borough  and  the  City 
of  London.*" — {Visctmnt  Midleton.) 

♦  Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  in  London  there  was  a  strong  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  and  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment were  able  to  form  any  impression  of 
what  the  view  of  Parliament  was  it 
seemed  to  be  most  decidedly  in  favour 
of  the  county  council  being  the  authority 
in  London.  So  far  as  efficiency  of  ad- 
ministration was  concerned  in  London. 


natural  thing  to  consider  or  to  discuss,  •  he  certainly  thought  it  would  M^t^^ 
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— it  had  proved  to  be  so  in  educational 
matters — that  the  county  council  should 
be  supreme  and  not  the  borough  council. 
Therefore  the  (Joverament  could  not 
assent  to  the  Amendment. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  thought  it 
was  laying  upon  the  County  Council  of 
London  a  duty  which  they  could  not  hope 
to  perform  satisfactorily.  They  could  not 
force  the  borough  councils  to  undertake 
the  duties,  and  if  they  themselves  had 
throughout  this  vast  area  to  find  local 
pension  committees  where  they  them- 
selves had  not  the  local  acquaintance 
which  the  borough  council  had,  it  would 
really  mean  putting  upon  them  not  only 
a  duty  which  they  could  not  satisfactorily 
discharge,  but  an  amount  of  corres- 
pondence and  work  which  they  would  be 
most  unwilling  to  undertake.  Certainly 
in  a  matter  of  this  magnitude  he  should 
have  thought  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London  would  have  been  the 
proper  authority  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  City.  He  asked  the  House  to 
consider  the  Amendment  further. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  moved 
to  insert  a  new  subsection  providing  that 
the  Local  GQvemment  Board  should 
have  power  to  appoint  such  persons 
as  they  should  select  not  exceeding  three 
in  number  to  serve  as  ex-ofjicio  members 
of  any  local  pension  committee.  He 
imderstood  that  these  committees  were 
at  present  capable  of  being  entirely 
appointed  by  the  different  county 
authorities,  but  the  Amendment  in  his 
name  simply  gave  the  power  of  appoint- 
.  ing  to  serve  on  those  committees  two  or 
three  gentlemen  whom  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  thought  fit.  They  had  but 
little  experience  as  to  what  these  pension 
committees  might  lead  them  into, 
and  the  Amendment  was  a  safeguard 
against  either  mal  -  administration  or 
failure  on  the  part  of  these  nominated 
bodies  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the 
Act. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  to  leave  out  lines  31,  32,  and 
33,  and  to  insert  the  following  new  subsection  : 
*  The  Local  Government  Board  may  have  power 
to  appoint  such  persons  as  they  shall  seWt,  not 

Fiscotint  irolverJiampton, 


exceeding  three  in  number,  to  serve  as  ex-offido^ 
members  of  any  local  pension  committee.'  ** — 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

Lord  ATKINSON  said  he  had  on  the 
Paper  an  Amendment  which  had  the 
same  object.  Probably  this  was  the  first 
time  in  the  course  of  English  legislation 
that  a  body  that  did  not  represent  those 
who  supplied  the  funds  were  given 
the  power  to  spend  them  in  the  way  the 
pension  committees  were  in  this  Bill. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  committees 
would  be  most  generous  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  these  fimds.  It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  experts  should  be 
employed,  and  in  that  he  agreed  with  the 
noble  Viscount,  Viscount  Wolverhamp- 
ton.  Where  they  differed  was  as  to  the 
person  who  was  to  nominate  the  expert. 
The  noble  Viscount  had  said  that  the  expert 
ought  to  be  nominated  by  the  pension 
committee,  whilst  he  suggested  that  he 
should  be  nominated  by  a  Grovemment 
Department  in  some  way  representing  the 
taxpayer  who  would  really  have  the 
paying  for  all  the  operations  carried  on 
by  the  pension  committee  over  which 
that  taxpayer  had  no  control  whatever. 
It  would  also  ensure  that  there  would  be 
somebody  on  the  committee  to  stand  up 
for  the  pension  officer ;  to  argue  and 
support  his  report  and  to  defend  his 
action  if  necessary.  If  that  was  not  done 
no  person  outside  would  know  why  a 
report  was  ignored.  In  addition  to  that 
there  would  be  somebody  who  would 
be  able  to  bring  the  proceedings  in  com- 
mittee on  appeal  to  the  central  authority. 
He  could  see  no  reasonable  objection 
that  could  be  urged  against  the  Amend- 
ment. It  was  not  opposed  to  any 
principle  of  taxation  and  representa- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  it  carried  out 
that  principle,  for  an  expert  appointed 
by  the  Local  GrOvemment  Board  would 
more  truly  represent  the  Imperial  tax- 
payer than  the  members  of  the  county 
council  who  represented  the  ratepayer,, 
and  in  no  way  represented  the  Imperial 
tixpayer  whose  money  they  had  to  spend. 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  thought  the 
Committee  would  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  particular  question 
was  really  an  Irish  question.  They  h^ 
had  put  before  them  by  the  noble  Lord' 
Lord  Atkinson,  certain  special  dangers 
which  might  arise  in  certain  districts  m. 
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Ireland  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the 
pension  committees.  Assuming  that 
those  arguments  were  sound,  that  those 
kinds  of  difficulties  might  arise  in  par- 
ticular places  owing  to  party,  local,  re- 
ligious, or  personal  feelings,  he  was  bound 
to  think  that  that  difficulty  was  really 
met  by  giving  a  claimant  to  a  pension 
the  right  of  going  on  appeal  to  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board,  if  the  pension  com- 
mittee refused,  for  instance,  to  meet 
and  thereby  to  do  justice  to  the  individual. 
But  while  such  a  course  as  that  proposed 
by  the  noble  Duke  and  the  noble  Lord 
might  be  desirable  in  some  parts  of  the 
West  of  Ireland,  to  give  this  really  gigantic 
power  to  the  Local  Government  Board  all 
over  the  country  would  be  an  exceedingly 
difficult  and  invidious  power  to  exercise. 
If  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  exercised 
it  generally  a  great  cry  would  arise  that 
the  Government  were  not  trusting  the 
local  committees,  and  if  they  did  not 
trust  the  local  committees  on  the  ground 
that  those  committees  were  not  fit  to  deal 
with  Imperial  funds  they  had  better  not 
have  appointed  them  at  all,  but  simply 
have  put  the  matter  into  the  hands  of 
officers — Excise  officers  or  other  officers 
who  might  be  appointed.  Then,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  they  picked  out  particular 
places — he  was  speaking  generally,  in  the 
light  of  English  experience — it  would 
still  be  an  exceedingly  difficult  thing,  be- 
cause it  would  give  rise  to  great  contro- 
versy and  comment,  to  complaints  that 
different  places  were  being  treated  in 
different  ways,  and  the  Local  Govemment 
Board  would  be  called  upon  to  juatify 
the  appointment  of  the  representatives. 
They  would  be  asked,  for  example,  if 
something  had  gone  wrong,  or  whether 
they  suspected  something  wrong  or  im- 
proper was  going  to  be  done  in  par- 
ticular districts.  The  Local  Govem- 
ment Board  would  be  brought  into  con- 
stant collision  with  the  county  authorities. 
He  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  half- 
way house  between  appointing  these 
county  councils  and  trusting  them 
or  doing  what  would  have  been  a 
perfectly  conceivable  alternative,  namely, 
saying  that  as  these  funds  were 
Imperial  funds  they  were  to  be  en- 
tirely administered  by  Imperial  officers. 
The  Bill  was,  he  admitted,  to  a  certain 
extent,  a  compromise,  because  they  had 
brought  in  an  Imperial  officer  in  the  shape 


of  an  Excise  officer.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  noble  Duke  and  the  noble  Lord  wished 
to  go  further  in  bringing  in  the  Imperial 
element,  not  in  the  representative  of  the 
Treasury  alone,  in  the  person  of  the  Excise^ 
officer,  but  also  the  Local  Govemment 
Board.  That,  he  was  inclined  to  think, 
was  pushing  things  rather  too  far.  In 
any  case  the  Govemment,  having  made  ufy 
their  minds  to  start  by  giving  the  full 
confidence,  subject  to  the  control  in  the- 
Bill,  to  the  county  and  borough  com- 
mittees, were  not  in  a  position  to  accept 
these  two  Amendments  or  either  of  them. 
At  the  same  time,  if  there  were  districts^ 
in  Ireland  where  the  difficulties 
described  might  arise,  that  would  be^ 
met  by  the  provision  giving  the  claim  \nt 
power  to  go  by  the  pension  committee  and 
appeal  to  the  Local  Govemment  Board. 
He  hoped  that  in  any  case  at  starting  the^ 
pensions  that  woidd  be  sufficient  ta 
remedy  any  difficulty  that  might  arise 
in  the  West  of  Ireland. 

Lord  ATKINSON  said  the  noble  Lord 
had  misunderstood  the  Amendment.  Its 
object  was  to  protect  the  Imperial  tax- 
payer. There  was  no  difficulty  what- 
ever  in  carrying  out  the  administration 
of  Ireland,  in  the  Local  Govemment 
Board  appointing  as  their  officer  a  Poor 
Law  inspector  who  did  exactly  for  everjr 
Board  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  what  he 
would  be  asked  to  do  under  the  Amend- 
ment, namely,  to  attend  to  give  the 
people  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and 
to  prevent  abuses,  corruption  and 
extravagance. 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  they  did 
not  consider  that  this  was  purely  an 
Irish  question.  It  was  a  question  of 
importance  to  Imperial  taxpayers 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  The 
proposal  under  the  Bill  was  the  strange^ 
one  of  allowing  local  committees  ap- 
pointed by  local  authorities  full  scope 
in  the  expenditure  of  Imperial  funds. 
He  looked  upon  that  as  a  dangerous 
proposition,  especially  when  they  all 
knew  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  these  local  authorities  to  transfer  cer- 
tain Poor  Law  charges  from  the  rates 
to  the  Exchequer.  The  Government 
had  thought  fit  to  empower  county  and 
borough  councils  to  appoint  these  com- 
mittees. What  had  the  countyandbprough. 
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•councils  to  do  with  the  matter  at  all  ? 
They  did  not  find  the  funds.  The  only 
reason  was  that  they  possessed  the  local 
knowledge  which  would  enable  them 
to  choose  more  easily  the  pension  com- 
mittees than  the  Local  Government  Board 
could  do.  What  was  asked  now  was  that 
the  Local  (Jovemment  Board  which 
represented  the  taxpayer  should  have  some 
voice  on  these  pension  committees  in 
defence  of  the  taxpayer.  They  were 
to  appoint  not  more  than  three  mem- 
bers of  such  committees.  This  was 
characterised  as  a  gigantic  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
%e  had  really  never  heard  an  assertion 
which  appeared  to  him  more  absurd, 
because  all  that  it  would  involve  was  that 
there  should  be  some  representation 
of  the  taxpayer  on  bodies  which  almost 
naturally  would  be  rather  antagonistic  to 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayer.  He  hoped 
that  one  of  the  Amendments  would  be 
pressed  to  a  division,  because  he  was 
quite  sure  something  of  the  sort  ought 
to  be  embodied  in  the  Bill. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  Two  entirely 
separate  questions  are  involved  in  this 
Amendment.  What  is  spoken  of  as 
the  Ir.sh  side  of  the  question  appears 
to  us  to  depend  upon  the  possibility 
that  some  person  might  be  deprived 
of  a  pension  because  for  some  reason  or 
other  he  was  locally  unpopular,  and 
that  the  pension  officer  would  be  debarred 
by  threats  from  doing  his  part  in  repre- 
senting the  case.  The  other  side  of  the 
case  is  the  one  which  has  been  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  Viscount,  Viscount  St. 
Aldwyn,  who  feared  that  pension  officers 
would  be  too  easy-going,  and  that  being 
local  people  their  tendency  would  be  to 
transfer  charges  where  they  could  from 
the  rates  to  the  taxes.  I  admit  at  once 
that  the  county  council,  as  such,  have 
no  locus  standi  in  this  matter  at  all. 
They  nave  no  more  power  to  decide  the 
allocation  of  this  money  than  any  other 
body  of  taxpayers.  They  are  selected 
to  choose  these  committees  because  they 
have  local  knowledge  and  a  very  real 
and  substantial  position  in  a  particular 
locality.  The  committees,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  composed  of  what  are  sometimes 
called  people  of  "good-will,"  people 
who  are  willing  to  give  their  time  and 
trouble    without    remuneration    to    the 

Viscount  SL  Aldwyn. 


service  of  local  duties  in  their  own  neigh- 
bourhood. It  is  perfectly  true,  as  Sie 
noble  Viscount  has  said,  that  there  may 
be  a  temptation  on  the  part  of  those 
people  to  be  too  easy-going  in  admitting 
cases,  but  when  the  noble  Viscount  said 
that  they  have  an  unrestricted  power 
of  allocating  public  money  he  cannot 
have  read  the  Bill.  The  allocation 
in  every  case  is  subject  to  the  consent 
of  the  pension  officer,  who,  of  course, 
represents  the  taxpayer.  It  is  perfectly 
arguable  that  the  pension  officer  by 
himself  may  not  be  strong  enough  to 
resist  the  committee,  and  ought  to  be 
strengthened.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  suggested  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  put  its  inspectors 
on  these  committees.  There  are,  of 
course,  not  enough  inspectors  of  the 
Local  Governnkent  Board  to  go  round 
to  all  the  committees  to  the  number 
of  three  in  each,  so  you  come  to  this 
difficulty,  that  the  only  people  the  Local 
Government  Board  could  nominate  are 
people  who  will  be  subject  to  precisely 
the  same  limitations  as  members  of  the 
pensions  committee.  They  could  not 
all  be  officers,  because  the  officers  do  not 
exist,  but  they  will  have  to  be  some 
nominated  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Those  people  will  be  subject  to  exactly 
the  same  temptation  to  save  the  rates 
and  impose  on  the  taxes.  Tne  mere 
fact  that  they  are  nominated  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  not  remove 
that. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  CLINTON  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  provide  that  the  local  pension 
committees  should  be  so  constituted  as 
to  contain  representatives  of  the  other 
local  authorities  within  their  area.  He 
said  that  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  that  certain  members  of  the  pension 
committees  should  be  men  of  local 
knowledge  and  men  belonging  to  the 
minor  order  of  local  authorities.  This 
part  of  the  clause  appeared  to  him  to 
be  so  widely  drawn  that  it  might  result 
in  the  whole  local  pension  committee 
being  appointed  from  outside  the  areas 
of  the  pension  committee.  Consequentlyi 
no  member  of  the  committee  would  he 
in  any  way  acquainted  with  the  locality 
or  its  people.    PersonaUv^he .would  have 
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preferred  that  a  very  large  number  of 
these    committees    should    have    been 
members  of  local  authorities,  but  he  had 
contented  himself  with  suggesting  that 
some,  at  all  events,  of  the  minor  local 
authorities    should    be    represented    on 
the  committees.     It  was  true  that  any 
coimty    council    woidd    probably    wish 
to  appoint  such  men,   but  the  second 
part    of    the    clause    said    that     they 
need  not  do  so,  and  in  fact  appeared  to 
imply  that  it  would  be  better  if  they 
did  not  do  so  at  all.    He  knew  that  was 
not  the  intention  of  the   (Jovemment, 
because   although   the   clause   was   not 
discussed  in  another  place,  yet  in  answer 
to  a  deputation  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  expressed  himself   as    being 
entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  idea  that 
members  of  the  guardians  should  be  un- 
officially  upon    these    committees.     He 
went  as  far  as  that  with  the  Chancellor 
of   the   Exchequer,   but   also   one   step 
farther,  when  he  suggested  that  the  other 
local    authorities,   such    as    the    parish 
council,  should  also  be  represented.     It 
was  of  extreme  importance  that  these 
committees  should  have  sufficient  local 
knowledge  to   deal  with   many   of  the 
difficult  and  oftentimes  delicate  questions 
which  would  come  before  them. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  To  iniiert  the  words  '  Each  local  pension 
committee  should  be  so  constituted  as  to 
contain  representatives  of  the  other  local 
authorities  within  their  area.'  "  —  {Lord 
Clinton,) 


Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill  were  in  reality  to  a 
certain  extent  a  compromise,  and  he 
did  not  think  the  Government  could 
go  beyond  the  stage  that  they  had 
reached  in  regard  to  recognising  local 
information.  They  had  heard  a  good 
deal  of  criticism  for  which  no  doubt 
theoretically  a  very  great  deal  could  be 
said,  but  with  all  respect  for  local 
government  he  thought  that  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind  it  would  be  going  a  very 
great  deal  too  far  to  biing  in  representa- 
tives of  not  only  what  were  known  as 
the  minor  local  authorities,  but  of  the* 
boards  of  guardians  and  even  of  the 
parish  council,  and  might  give  rise  to 
very  considerable  confusion.  Anybody 
who  had  sat  on  a  board  of  guardians 
knew     that    one     of     the    very    great 


difficulties  of  Poor  Law  administration, 
unless  the  chairman  of  the  board  hap- 
pened to  be  a  very  strong  man  and  had 
one  or  two  members  to  back  him  up, 
was    the    tendency    of    each    parochial 
representative   to   look   after   what   he 
called  his  "  own  poor."     That  very  often 
took  the  shape  of  a  guardian  coming 
into  the  room,  and  after  doing  what  he 
thought  was  his  duty,   "looking  after 
his  own  poor,"  going  away  and  leaving 
the  remaining  guardians  to  do  likewise. 
That  was  how  mal-administration  and 
jobbery  arose.  If  they  desired  this  pension 
scheme  to  work  well  they  must  take 
every   precaution    against    anything    of 
that  kind  happening,  and  for  that  reason 
the  Government,  when  they  decided  to 
trust  local  authorities,  selected  the  large 
authorities,  leaving  them  to  be  the  masters 
of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  dele- 
gates, and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  in 
practice  the  coimty  councils  and   other 
bodies  would  make  up  their  minds  to 
rise   a   little   superior  to   the   ordinary 
British  prejudice  against  what  was  called 
the  expert.     There  was  nothing  in  the 
world     so     difficult     as    administering 
poor  relief,  and  this  would  also  be  an 
exceedingly   difficult    duty.     In    fact    a 
man  might  almost  devote  a  very  great 
portion  of  his  life  to  attaining  the  kiow- 
ledge  which  was  necessary  to  administer 
matters    of    this    kind    faithfully    and 
skilfully.    There  was  another  objection 
to  the  proposal,  namely,  that  by  bringing 
in    the    representatives    of    boards    of 
guardians  as  such 


Lord  CLINTON: 
them  in  by  name*. 


I  did  not  bring 


Lord  FITZMAURICE  pointed  out 
that  local  authorities  would  include 
boards  of  guardians.  They  all  desired 
to  keep  the  administration  of  the  pensions 
and  the  Poor  Law  entirely  distinct. 
If  there  was  any  member  of  a  board  of 
guardians  who  from  long  experience 
had  become  an  expert  in  the  subject 
he  felt  convinced  that  the  county  and 
borough  council  would  not  require  any 
spurring  to  call  in  their  assistance. 

♦Lord  LANSDOWNE  :  I  quite  agree 
that  these  committees  should  be  strength- 
ened, but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  are  practical  objections  in  the  way 
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of  this  proposal.  The  proposal  makes 
it  obligatory  upon  the  county  councils 
to  include  on  the  local  pensions  com- 
mittees representatives  of  every  local 
authority  within  their  areas.  It  would 
he  obligatory  under  those  words  to  in- 
-clude  members  of  the  minor  councils 
and  also  of  the  boards  of  guardians,  and 
I  think  there  ns  force  in  the  objection 
that  this  Bill  desires  to  keep  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Law  entirely 
-distinct  from  the  administration  of  the 
pension  law.  I  am  afraid,  therefore, 
that  if  this  Amendment  were  to  be  in- 
serted n  the  Bill  it  would  give  rise  to  a 
good  deal  of  complication  and  trouble, 
and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  my  noble 
friend  had  better  not  press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  moved  the 
omission  of  the  words  "  either  abso- 
lutely or  imder  such  conditions  as  they 
think  fit,"  from  the  provision  giving 
local  pension  committees  the  power  to 
delegate  to  sub-committees  powers  and 
duties  of  the  local  pensions  committee. 
He  submitted  that  the  words  were  not 
the  least  necessary,  and  if  they  were 
left  out  the  subsection  would  have 
exactly  the  same  effect  as  if  they  were 
in. 

Amendment    moved — 

*'  In  page  5,  lines  37  and  38,  to  leave  out 
the  words  *  either  absolutely  or  under  such 
conditions  as  they  think  fit.'  "— (TAe  Earl  of 
Mayo,) 

Lord  FITZMAURI€E  thought  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  proving  that 
the  words  ought  to  be  left  in.  In  the 
first  place  there  was  precedent  for  them. 
He  was  practically  certain  that  the 
same  words  would  be  found  in  the 
Education  Act  of  1902,  in  regard  to  the 
delegation  clause  under  which  practically 
the  education  of  the  coimtry  was  carried 
on.  Considerable  trouble  arose  at  one 
time  in  the  working  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Acts,  because  there  were 
certain  powers  there  which  it  was  stated 
<?ould  be  delegated,  and  some  great 
lawyers  took  the  view  that  delegation, 
if  not  qualified,  was  absolute  and  irre- 
vocable. That  danger  was  to  be  guarded 
against.     What   the    words   really   did 

Lord  Lansdmcne^ 


I  was  that  they  enabled  the  coimty  council 

to  delegate  and  at  the  same  time  to 

remain  members  of  their  own  delegation. 

If  the  words  were  left  out,  there  might 

be   considerable   danger   of   unqualified 

delegation,  putting  the   coimty   council 

I  or  other  authority    in    the  position  of 

'  having  parted  with  some  of  their  powers 

j  and  rendering  it  difficult  for  them  to 

get  them  back. 

!      Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  duke  of  DEVONSHIRE 
moved  to  add,  at  the  end  of  subsection 
(2),  which  ran — 

"  (2)  A  local  pension  committee  may  ajipoint 
such  and  so  many  sub-committees,  consisting 
either  wholly  or  partly  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  as  the  committee  think  lit,  and  a 
local  pension  committee  may  delegate,  either 
absolutely  or  under  such  conditions  as 
they  think  fit,  to  any  ►uch  sub-committee 
any  powers  and  duties  of  the  local  pension  com- 
mittee under  this  Act" — the  words  "other 
than  the  power  to  give  a  decision  on  a  claim 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Act." 

He  moved  this  Amendment  in  the  hope 
that  the  power  of  actually  dealing  with 
claims  might  be  reserved  to  the  pension 
committee.  The  sum  of  £7,000,000  was 
delegated  by  the  Treasury  to  the  local 
authorities.  Those  local  authorities  had 
power  to  appoint  a  committee,  and  this 
committee  in  its  turn  was  empowered 
to  appoint  a  sub-committee  which  would 

I  possess  absolutely  every  power  conferred 
upon  the  local  pension  committee  by 
the  Bill.  Thus  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  local  pension  committee  to  delegate 
all  or  any  of  its  powers,  either  absolutely 
or  under  such  conditions  as  they  might 
think  fit,  to  this  sub-committee.  It 
would  be  possible,  imder  this  clause,  for 
the  pension  committee  to  delegate  the 
power  of  granting  pensions  to  the  vicar 
and  churchwardens.  He  did  not  know 
whether  such  a  provision  would  commend 
itself  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
His  Amendment  would  leave  full  dis- 
cretion to  the  sub-committee  to  gather 
information  and  collect  as  much  material 
as  possible  to  enable  the  local  pension 
committee  to  arrive  at  a  decision,    but 

*  the  giving  of  the  decision  would  rest  with 
the  responsible  local  pension  committee. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  40,  after  the  word  *  Act,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  other  than  the   power 
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~to  give  a  decision  on  a  claim  within  the  meaning 
-of  this  Act.'  ''{The  Duke  of  Dewmshire.) 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that,  if  it 
was  thought  that  the  pension  committee 
were  going  to  act  in  the  manner  proposed, 
they  ought  not  to  give  them  these  powers 
st  all.  It  was  surely  a  fair  thing  to 
assume  that  bodies  of  this  kind  would  act 
in  a  reasonable  manner.  He  could  not 
imagine  any  county  or  borough  authority 
with  which  he  was  acquainted  acting  in 
iihe  way  suggested,  merely  because  the 
funds  with  which  they  would  be  con- 
cerned did  not  come  from  the  local  rates 
but  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  There- 
fore he  thought  the  precautions  proposed 
to  be  taken  quite  unnecessary.  If  they 
could  not  trust  these  committees,  the 
only  rational  alternative  would  be  not  to 
rgive  them  the  powers  at  all. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  40,  after  the  word  *  Act,' 
"to  infiert  the  following  new  subsection :  '  (  ) 
The  Local  Government  Board  may  appoint 
any  person  or  any  persons  not  exceeding  three 
in  number  to  be  a  member  or  members  of  any 
Jocal  pensions  committee,  or  of  any  sub-com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  latter,  who  shall, 
-when  appointed,  have  all  the  rights  of  ordinary 
members  of  such  committees.'  " — {Lord  Aikin- 
.son.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
•Clause  8,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  9 : 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  7,  after  the  word  *  obtaining,' 
-to  insert  the  words  *  or  continuing.'  " — ( Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  Act,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  either  for  himself  or  for 
any  other  person,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
or  continuing  an  old-age  pension  under  this 
Act  for  himself  or  for  any  other  person  at  a 
higher  rate  than  that  appropriate  to  the  case.' " 
— {Viscount  Wolverhampian.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
to  add  words  in  the  same  subsection  to 


ftieet  an  obvious  omission,  and  said  he 
understood  the  Amendment  was  accepted 
by  the  Government. 

Amendment  moved — 

^*  In  page  6,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  mis- 
representation,' to  insert  the  words  *  or  if 
it  appears  that  any  person  has  directly  or 
indirectly  deprived  himself  of  any  income 
or  property  in  order  to  qualify  himself  for 
the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension,  or  for  the 
receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  at  a  higher  rate 
than  that  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  under  this  Act.' "— (TAc  Earl  of 
Camperdoum.) 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  ac- 
cepted the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  ATKINSON  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  new  subsection.  He  said  that  as  the 
Bill  stood  nobody  was  interested  in 
making  an  inquiry  to  ascertain  whether 
the  recipient  of  the  pension  had  ceased  to 
be  qualified  to  receive  it.  Subsection  2 
provided  that — 

**  If  it  is  found  at  any  time  that  a  person  has 
been  in  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  under 
this  Act  while  the  statutory  conditions  were 
not  fulfilled  in  his  case  or  while  he  was  dis- 
qualified for  receiving  the  pension,  he,  or  in 
the  case  of  his  death,  his  personal  representative, 
shall  be  liable  to  repay  to  the  iSreasury  any 
sums  paid  to  him  in  respect  of  the  pension 
while  the  statutory  conditions  were  not  fulfilled, 
or  while  he  was  disqualified  for  receiving  the 
pension,  and  the  amount  of  those  sums  may  be 
recovered  as  a  debt  due  to  the  Crown." 

But  there  was  no  person  or  tribunal  whose 
duty  it  was  to  make  the  inquiry.  His 
Amendment  met  that  point,  and  placed 
the  duty  of  making  the  inquiry  upon  the 
pension  officer.  If  that  were  not  done, 
he  failed  to  see  the  value  of  the  dis- 
qualifying clauses.  Unless  this  duty 
were  imposed  upon  somebody  the  inquiry 
would  not  be  made,  and  a  person  once  in 
receipt  of  a  pension  might  easily  continue 
to  receive  it  though  he  had  become  dis- 
qualified. 

Amendment  moved^ 

"  In  page  0,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  labour,' 
to  insert  the  following  new  subsection :  '  (  ) 
The  pension  officer  may  at  any  time,  without 
the  matter  having  been  referred  to  him,  call 
upon  and  require  a  person  in  receipt  of  an 
old-age  pension  to  establish  that  he  has  not 
since  the  same  was  granted  to  him  become 
disqualified    to    receive   it,    and    the    pension 
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Bill  some  provision  akin  to  tliis^ 
because  the  whole  administration  of  the 
Bill  depended  upon  regulations.  If  Parlia- 
ment were  not  to  insist  upon  having  the 
regulations  laid  upon  the  Table  and  did 
not  take  power,  if  necessary,  to  object 
to  them,  then  he  thought  Parliament 
would  be  surrendering  a  most  valuable 
power. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  7,  line  17,  after  subsection  (2^ 
to  insert  the  following  new  subsection :  '  {Z} 
Every  regulation  under  this  Act  shall  be  laid 
before  each  House  of  Parliament  forthwith^ 
and  if  an  address  is  presented  to  His  Majestj 
by  either  House  of  Parliament  within  the  next 
subsequent  twenty-one  days  on  which  that 
House  has  sat  next  after  any  such  regulation 
is  laid  before  it,  praying  that  the  regulation 
may  be  annulled,  His  Majesty  in  Coimcil  may 
annul  the  regulation,  and  it  shall  thencefortk 
be  void,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  validity 
of  anything  previously  done  thereunder.' " — 
{The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
accepted  the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to 


officer  shall  inquire  into  the  matter  of  the 
pensioner's  disqualification  and  report  on  the 
same  to  the  pension  committee,who  shall  receive 
and,  as  far  as  applicable,  act  upon  the  said 
report  as  if  it  were  a  report  received  under  the 
provisions  of  Clause  7,  subsection  (7).' " — 
{Lord  Atkinson.) 

♦Viscount     WOLVERHAMPTON 

thought  this  a  case  that  might  be  left  to 
*  be  met  by  the  regulations. 

♦LoED  HAVER8HAM  supported  the 
Amendment  and  said  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  Sir  John  Young,  for  many 
years  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Patriotic 
Fund,  with  whom  he  served  for  fifteen 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  of  the 
Patriotic  Fund,  in  which  he  stated  that  it 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  there 
should  be  personal  visits  by  the  pension 
officer  to  the  pensioners.  The  areas 
allotted  to  the  pension  officers  should  not, 
therefore,  be  too  large.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  stringent  regulations  on  this 
matter,  and  that  every  pensioner  changing 
his  residence  should  notify  it  to  the 
pensions  officers. 

Lord  ATKINSON  warned  the  noble 
Viscount  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  he  was 
taking  a  very  dangerous  step  in  embark- 
ing upon  the  task  of  giving  jurisdiction  by 
regulations.  He  admitted  that  it  was 
possible  to  draft  regulations  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  jurisdiction  should  be 
exercised, ;  it  was  a  very  different  matter 
to  attempt  to  give  jurisdiction  by  regula- 
tions. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10 : 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
to  insert  a  new  subsection  providing 
for  the  laying  of  the  regulations  before 
Parliament.  He  said  it  was  not  without 
considerable  hesitation  that  he  had 
adopted  the  period  of  twenty-one  days 
in  his  Amendment,  but,  in  the  circum- 
stances, it  would,  perhaps,  be  sufficient 
to  give  Parliament  an  opportunity  of 
examining,  and,  if  necessary,  objecting  to 
the  regulations.  He  was  surprised  that 
the  Government  had  not  inserted  in  the 


Clause  10,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be 
received  To-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  189.) 


ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS  DUTIES) 
BILL. 

SEED  POTATOES  AND  SEED  OATS 
SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment.  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 


WHALE  FISHERIES  (IRELAND) 
BILL 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived;: 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 
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learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  is  satisfied 
on  the  point  of  law  raised  in  this  Bill, 
and  I  therefore  hope  your  Lordships  will 
give  it  a  Second  Reading. 


POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COLT^TY 
COUNCILS)  BILL. 

POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (PARLIA- 
MENTARY  BOROUGHS)  BILL 

Read    3*    (according   to     order),    and 


MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (MERCANTILE 
CORPORATIONS  AND  COMPANIES) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read    3»    (according   to     order),    and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


COMMONS  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Read  3*  (according  to  order.) 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Carrington)  :  My  Lords,  at  the 
request  of  Lord  Fortescue  and  the  men 
of  Devon  I  have  to  ask  the  House  to 
allow  me  to  insert  an  Amendment. 
Subsection  (9)  of  Clause  1  provides 
that  the  expression  "  animals "  shall 
mean  "  horses,  asses,  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine."  The  men  of  D^on  are  anxious 
to  add  goats. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  sheep, 
to  insert  the  word  '  goats.'  " — iEarl  Carrington.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Read    3*    (according   to    order),    with 
the  Amendments  ;    further  Amendments 
made  ;    Bill  passed,  and  returned  to 'the 
Commons. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (PROCEDURE)  J 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read   3*    (according   to    order),    and 
and  sent  to  the.  Commons. 


MARRIED  WOMEN'S  PROPERTY 
BILL. 

Debate    on    the    Motion    for    Second 
Reading  resumed    (according  to  order). 

The  Earl  op  STRADBROKE  :   My 
Xords,  I  understand  that  the  noble  and 
VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House    To-morrow. 


POLLING    DISTRICTS    AND    REGISTRA- 
TION OP    VOTERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

UNIVERSITY  OP  DURHAM  BILL 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
order) :    Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment.    Standing    Committee   negatived, 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


GRAND  JURY  (IRELAND)  ACT.  1836, 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

[Second  Readino.] 
Order    of   the    Day    for    the    Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  Bill'  of  a  non-contentious  character 
which  I  do  not  think  requires  any 
lengthy  explanation.  Its  object  is  to 
amend  Section  67  of  the  Grand  Jury 
(Ireland)  Act,  1836,  with  respect  to 
piers,  quays,  and  other  works,  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  therewith, 
and  it  provides  that  the  maximum  sum 
which  the  council  of  a  county  may  resolve 
to  levy  off  the  county  for  any  work 
undertaken  under  the  section  shall  be 
raised  from  £300  to  £1,500.  I  beg  to 
move. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\''—{Lord  Denman,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


BATTLESHIPS,  ARMOURED  CRUISERS . 
AND  DESTROYERS. 

Return  respecting;  laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  this  day), 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.   190.) 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
past  Twelve  o'clock  a.m., 
till  a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock  p.m./     r\i^n\i> 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  2Sth  July,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Holdemess  Water  Bill,  London  United 
Tramways  Bill,  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill,  Sligo 
and  Arigna  Railway  Bill. — ^Lords  Amend- 
ments, in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the 
House  of  23rd  July,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Local  (Jovemment  Provisional  Order 
(No.  3)  Bill. — ^As  amended,  considered ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (Cornwall,  et<j.)  Bill  [Lords]. 
— ^Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Commons  Regulation  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill. —  Reported, 
without^  Amendment  [Provisional  Order 
confirmed];  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

Cfrystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Reported,  without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


MESSAGE  PROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to.  Tobacco 
Growing  (Scotland)  Bill,  Wild  Birds  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Public  OflGlces  Sites  (Extension)  Bill, 
London  Coimty  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill,  Grosport  Gas  Bill,  Central  Lreland 
Electric  P«*wer  Bill,  with  Amendments. 


Amendments  to  Honourable  Artillery 
Company  Bill  [Lords],  Leith  Burgh  Bill 
[Lords],  London,  Brighton,  and  South 
Coast  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment. 

Amendments  to  Ravensthorpe  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [Lords],  with  an 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  Confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Edin- 
burgh and  District  Water."  [Edinburgh 
and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation 
BiU  [Tiords]. 

Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords], — Read  the 
first  time  ;  and  ordered  (under  Section  9 
of  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899)  to  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  344.] 


PETITIONS. 

HOUSING.  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.,  BILL. 
Petition  from  Lewisham,   for   altera- 
tion ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Gillingham ; 
and  Rochester  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

POOR    LAW    AMENDMENT     (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Cam- 
busnethan;  and  Ferry-Port-on-Craig ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LOSS  OF  LIFE  AT  SEA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing 
the  lives  lost  by  Wreck,  Drowning,  or 
other  Accident  in  British  sea-going 
Merchant  Ships  registered  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  years  1891  to  1907, 
inclusive  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LOCAL    TAXATION     ACCOUNT.      1907-8. 

Return     presented,     relative     thereto 

[ordered  22nd  July;     Mr.  Ma8terman]\ 
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to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  263.] 

LOCAL    TAXATION   LICENCES,  ETC., 
1907-8.    . 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  22nd  July  ;  Mr.  Maslerman] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  264.] 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Copy    presented,    of    Report    of    the 
Conkmissioners  for  the  period  from  1st 
April,   1907,   to  31st  March,   1908    [by 
Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland, 
for  the  year  ended  3ist  March,  1908 
[by  Command]  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUEZ  CANAL  (COMMERCIAL,  No.  6, 1908). 
Copy  presented,  of  Returns  of  Shipping 
and  Tonnage  passing  through  the  Suez 
Canal,  1905,  1906,  and  1907  [by  Com- 
mand] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Return    presented,     relative     thereto 
[ordered    22nd    Jidy ;       Sir    Frederick 
Bavibury] ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  265.] 

PACIFIC  CABLE  ACT,  1901. 
Account  presented,  showing  the  Money 
issued  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Act, 
1901,  and  of  the  Money  received,  ex- 
pended, and  borrowed,  and  Securities 
created  under  the  said  Act,  to  the  Slst 
March,  1908,  together  with  a  Copy  of 
the  Report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Pacific 


Cable  Board  [by  Act]  ;    to  lie  upon   the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  266.] 


STARVATION       OR 
BY         PRIVATION 


DEATHS  FROM 
ACCELERATED 
(LONDON). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  19th  February;  Mr,  Talbot]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  267.] 

MEMBERS  OP   PARLIAMENT. 
Order  [23rd  June]  for  an  Address  for 
a    Return    relative    thereto,    read    and 
discharged ;    and,  instead  thereof  : — 

Address  for  "  Return  of  the  names 
of  every  Member  returned  to  serve 
in  the  Twenty-seventh  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  appointed  to  meet  3rd 
December,  1900,  and  dissolved  8th 
January,  1906,  specifying  the  names 
of  the  county,  city,  university,  or  place 
for  which  each  Member  was  returned  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  365,  of  Session  1901)."— (iSir  WiUiatn 
Bull) 

OFFENCES  IN  COUNTY  ARMAGH    (IRE- 
LAND). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  4he  number 
of  convictions  for  indictable  and  non- 
indictable Ofiences  committed  in  the 
following  districts  in  Ireland  in  the 
three  years  ending  the  30th  day  of  April 
1906,  1907,  and  1908,  repectively:  (1) 
the  town  of  Newry ;  (2)  the  village  of 
Bessbrook;  (3)  the  electoral  division 
of  Camlough,  excluding  Bessbrook,  and 
(4)  the  electoral  division  of  Mullaghan 
and  Tidlyhaggy,  in  the  following  form : — 


District 

Total  Number 
of  Oflfences. 

Cases  of 
Drunkenness. 

Minor  Offence* 

not 
Dninkenness. 

Serious 
Offences. 

Newry  -        -        .        - 

Bessbrook      - 

Camlough,   exclusive   of 
Bessbrook  - 

Mullaghan    and    TuUy- 
haggy 

— (J/r.  Sloan.) 


2  S  2 


Digitized  by  LnOOQlC 


1171 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Qmstions. 


1172 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS, 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Addition  to  PhoBnix  Park. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  old  railings 
and  the  supply  of  new  ones  around  the 
powder  magazine  in  the  Phoenix  Park 
has  been  done  at  the  expense  of  the  War 
Office,  or  is  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Vote 
for  the  Irish  Board  of  Works ;  what  is 
the  cost  of  the  work ;  what  was  the 
necessity  for  the  expense ;  at  whose 
request  was  the  expense  incurred ;  is  it 
the  fact  that  the  only  use  to  which  the 
estate  lately  added  to  the  Phoenix  Park 
has  been  put  is  for  War  Office  manoeu- 
vres ;  and  when  will  the  general  public 
be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  area  added  to  the  park. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
As  regards  the  railings  the  work  has  been 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  War  Office, 
and  the  cost  is  estimated  to  reach  the 
sum  of  £560.  The  old  wooden  fence  was 
worn  out  and  required  replacement  by  a 
better  and  unclimable  fence.  As  regards 
the  new  estate,  I  am  informed  that  only 
three  acres  of  a  total  200  acres  have  been 
let  by  the  Board  of  Works  to  the  War 
Office  to  facilitate  bridging  practice  by 
the  troops.  The  rest  of  the  land,  with 
some  insignificant  exception,  is  let  on 
grazing  tenancies  or  under  agreements 
existing  at  the  time  of  purchase.  One 
of  the  tenants  allows  the  War  Office  to  use 
his  land  for  signalling  and  a  little  horse 
training.  The  property  was  acquired  to 
prevent  its  being  built  over  and  to  pre- 
serve the  amenities  of  the  Phoenix  Park. 
There  is  no  intention  at  present  to  throw 
it  open  to  the  public,  and  a  large  expendi- 
ture would  be  necessary  before  doing  so. 

'  Matchem  and  Company  and  the  Fair 
Wages  Clause. 

Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  firm  of 
contractors  named  Matcham  and  Com- 
pany are  doing  work  at  the  Plymouth 
Post  Office,  and  are  only  papng  the 
bricklayers'  labourers  4d.  and  4Jd.  per 
hour  instead  of  the  recognised  standard 
rate,  viz.,  5d. ;  and  whether  he  intends 
taking  any  action  in  the  matter. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Harcourt.)  I  have 
made  careful  inquiries,  and  find  there  is 
no  foundation  for  the  allegation  in  the 
Question. 

Sub-letting  of  Messrs.  Lester  &  Perkin's 
Contract. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  firm  of  Lester  and  Perkins,  who  have 
the  contract  for  fitting  up  the  steam- 
ship "  Rohilla  "  for  conveying  troops  to 
India,  have  sub-let  a  part  of  the  work 
to  Mr.  G.  Peacock,  of  Wandsworth  Road, 
and  that  he  is  paying  from  2^  to  3^ 
per  hour  less  than  the  standard  rate  to 
his  workmen ;  whether  this  work  was 
sub-let  with  his  sanction  and  approval ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  enforce 
the  terms  of  the  Fair  Wages  Clause  in 
connection  with  this  sub-contract. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
work  referred  to  was  such  as  could 
scarcely  be  considered  as  involving  a 
sub-letting  of  a  portion  of  the  contract, 
but  the  matter  has  been  inquired  into, 
and  my  information  is  that  the  rate  paid 
to  the  workmen  works  out  in  excess  of 
the  standard  rate  accepted  as  current  in 
the  district. 

Cost  of  Living  in  Welsh  Provincial  Towns  • 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  what  are 
the  respective  units  and  cost  of  living  at 
Welshpool,  Newtown,  Montgomery, 
Llanidloes,  LUanfyllin,  and  Machynlleth ; 
and  whether  their  classification  is  the 
same  as  that  of  other  towns  in  Welsh 
counties. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  information  asked  for  as  regards 
Welshpool,  Newtown,  and  Machynlleth, 
so  far  as  it  is  available,  will  be  found  on 
Pages  62,  64,  and  65  of  the  Parliamentary 
Paper,  Post  Office  (Changes  in  Wages, 
etc.),  issued  on  the  11th  instant.  Mont- 
gomery, Llanidloes,  and  Llanfyllin  are 
sub-offices,  and  their  classification  has 
not  yet  been  definitely  decided.  The 
principles  governing  the  new  classification 
are  explained  on  Pages  54  et  seq.  of  the 
Parliamentary  Paper  referred  to,  and 
the  list  on  Pages  57  to  65  of  the  same 
paper  contains  the  classification  of  all 
head  offices  throughout  the  kinffdonu 
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Sunday  Duty  in  the  Post  Office. 
Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
the  Post  Ofl&ce  Department  obliges  post 
office  assistants  to  work  on  Sunday 
without  remuneration ;  and,  if  so,  when 
will  the  practice  be  discontinued  and 
these  officials  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  those  in  other  grades  of  the  service. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,) 
Assistants  are  not  required  to  undertake 
Sunday  duty  without  remuneration.  Such 
duty  is  taken  into  account  in  fixing  the 
weekly  wages. 

Promotion  in  the  Oustoms— Mr.  Clarke's 
Change. 

Mb.  field  (Dublm,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Mr.  C.  Clarke,  employed 
in  the  Statistical  Office,  Customs,  was 
informed  by  Treasury  letter,  dated  4th 
June,  1907,  that  no  application  for  his 
exceptional  promotion  would  be  con- 
sidered until  he  had  withdrawn  certain 
charges  which  he  had  made ;  what  was 
the  date  on  which  Mr.  Clarke  formally 
withdrew  his  charges,  and  how  long  after 
that  date  was  he  nominated  for  excep- 
tional promotion ;  whether  Mr.  Clarke 
was  induced  to  send  in  his  withdiawal  by 
promises  made  to  him  by  his  superior 
officers  that  if  he  took  that  course  his 
name  would  be  submitted  for  nomination 
for  exceptional  promotion ;  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  charges  made  by  Mr. 
Clarke  and  against  whom  were  they 
directed ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Clarke  has  been  imable  to  take  up  the 
superior  post  to  which  he  has  been 
nominated  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  to  grant  him 
the  necessary  certificate,  and  will  he  say 
how  many  times  have  they  refused  and 
on  what  grounds  ;  whether  it  is  intended 
to  continue  to  present  Mr.  Clarke  to  the 
Commissioners  until  he  succeeds  in 
obtaining  their  certificate  ;  to  what  class 
of  officers  in  the  Statistical  Office  does 
Mr.  Clarke  belong ;  is  it  the  practice  to 
select  a  number  of  specially  meritorious 
men  in  that  class  for  the  discharge  of 
superior  duties,  such  as  checking,  for 
which  certain  monetary  allowances  are 
granted,  and  have  all  previous  promo- 
tions from  the  class  to  superior  appoint- 
ments been  made  exclusively  from  the 


ranks  of  these  selected  men  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  distrust  in  the  system  of 
selection  for  promotion  shared  by  all 
classes  in  the  Statistical  Office,  he  will 
cause  an  independent  investigation  to  be 
made  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Clarke  for  promotion 
over  the  heads  of'  officers  who  are  his 
seniors  and  of  whom  a  number  are 
specially  entrusted  with  duties  recog- 
nised by  grants  of  monetary  allowances 
as  being  officially  superior  to  those  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Clarke. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hohhouse.)  The 
officer  referred  to  is  one  of  121  assistant 
clerks  who  signed  a  Memorial  addressed 
to  the  Treasury  in  which  an  unfounded 
allegation  of  breach  of  faith  as  regards 
promotion  was  made  against  His 
Majesty's  Government.  It  is  not  the 
case  that  an  intimation  was  made  to 
this  officer  individually  as  is  suggested, 
but  a  general  reply  was  sent  to  the 
memorialists  to  the  effect  stated  in  the 
Question.  Mr.  Clarke  withdrew  his  signa- 
ture to  the  Memorial  on  13th  September 
last,  but  it  is  not  true  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  do  so  on  any  promise  whatever. 
He  was  nominated  for  the  position  of 
port  clerk  on  3rd  December  following, 
and  has  been  examined  twice  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners,  but  on 
both  occasions  has  failed  to  qualify. 
It  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  to  allow  two  tr/ais 
and  it  is  not  proposed  to  allow  him  a 
third.  The  monetary  (i.e.,  checking) 
allowances  in  the  Statistical  Office  are 
assigned  in  strict  order  of  seniority  to 
those  assistant  clerks  who  are  certified 
to  be  efficient  and  of  good  character, 
but  the  possession  of  a  checking  allow- 
ance does  not  imply  that  the  holder  is 
of  such  exceptional  merit  as  will  justify 
the  Board  in  reconmiending  him  for 
promotion  to  a  superior  appointment. 
No  clerk  with  an  allowance  was  qualified 
for  such  advancement  when  Mr.  Clarke 
was  nominated. 

Colonial  Audit  Branch. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  seeing  that  the  old  system  of 
recruiting  the  Colonial  Audit  Branch 
by  nomination  without  any  actual  edi' 
cational  test  eicamination  has  now  broken 
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down,  he  will  explain  why  Volunteers 
for  tiiat  branch  were  not  heretofore 
called  for,  except  in  one  or  two  cases, 
from  amongst  the  trained  auditors  of 
the  main  establishment  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  two  chief 
examiners  and  a  senior  clerk  in  the 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Department  now 
serving  in  London,  who  owe  their  present 
superior  position  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  members  of  the  Old  Colonial  Audit 
Branch,  are  liable  to  further  periods  of 
service  abroad,  and,  if  so,  will  he  explain 
why  the  Comptroller  and  Au(fitor- 
General  has  recently  threatened  to  bring 
outsiders  into  the  Department  if  Volun- 
teers are  not  forthcoming  for  foreign 
service. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hohhouse.)  These 
Questions  relate  to  matters  that,  under 
Section  9  of  29  and  30  Vict.,  c.  39,  are 
entirely  within  the  discretion  and  author- 
ity of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General,  and  I  have  no  power  of  inter- 
ference. 

Education  Problem. 
Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  under  Article  14 
of  the  Code  of  Regulations  for  public 
elementary  schools  in  England,  the 
phrase — The  number  of  scholars  under 
the  instruction  of  any  one  teacher — 
means  the  number  of  scholars  on  the 
class  register  who  may  be  under  the 
instruction  of  one  teacher,  or  the  number 
ordinarily  present  under  instruction ; 
and,  if  the  latter,  is  this  regarded  as  in 
effect  a  material  enlargement  of  the 
average  attendance  for  which  imder 
Article  12  a  teacher  is  counted  as  suflS- 
cient. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
number  of  ncholars  under  the  instruction 
of  any  one  teacher  means  in  this  article 
the  greatest  number  of  scholars  actually 
taught  by  that  teacher  at  any  one  time. 
Article  12  supplies,  subject  to  Article 
10,  a  subordinate  test  of  the  sufficiency 
of  the  staff  of  a  school  or  department 
as  a  whole.  It  is  obviously  necessary, 
in  view  of  the  difference  in  size  of  the 
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various  classes  in  a  school,  that  some 
elasticity  should  be  allowed  in  the 
number  of  children  who  may  be  taught 
by  each  individual  teacher.  Article  14 
lays  down  the  limits  of  that  elasticity, 
and  inasmuch  as  it  imposes  a  limit  upon 
the  size  of  each  class  it  is  not  an  exten- 
sion but  a  curtailment  of  the  latitude 
allowed  by  Article  12,  which  is  applic- 
able only  to  the  staff  of  the  school  as  a 
whole. 

Dismissal  of  Married  Teachers  at 
Aberdare. 

Mr.  YOXALL  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  if  His  Majesty's 
inspector  of  schools  for  the  district  has 
reported  concerning  the  dismissal  of 
several  teachers  at  Aberdare  who  are 
married  women,  ^some  of  whom  are 
nearing  the  pensionable  age,  and  will, 
therefore,  be  unable  to  con*plete  the 
maximum  service  entitling  to  a  pension  ; 
whether  he  has  been  informed  that 
some  of  the  vacancies  thus  created  are 
to  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  teachers 
who  are  related  to  a  member  of  the  Aber- 
dare Education  Committee  ;  and  if  so, 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  have 
not  received  a  Report  upon  this  Question  ; 
but,  in  view  of  Section  35  of  the  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  1870,  it  is  within 
the  power  of  a  local  education  authority 
to  terminate  the  engagements  of  teachers 
in  their  employment,  and  the  Act  gives 
the  Board  no  power  to  intervene.  1  have 
no  information  as  to  the  last  part  of 
the  Question. 

College-Trained  Teachers  in  Elementary 
Schools. 

Mr.  YOXALL  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  if  he  can 
state  for  what  reason  the  Board  of 
Education  have  abandoned  the  footnote 
to  Article  10  in  the  Code  of  1906,  indi- 
cating that,  after  July,  1909,  the  Board 
may  require  the  employiaent  of  a  certain 
proportion  of  college-trained  teachers 
upon  the  staff  of  the  public  elementary 
schools ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
number  of  qualified  teachers  unable 
to  get  appointments  and  the  niunber 
of  unqualified  teachers  at  present  em- 
ployed,   the   Board  will  take  steps  to 
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re-issue  this  notice,  and  to  announce 
Bome  definite  provision  to  secure  the 
reform  indicated. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
withdrawal  of  the  footnote  was  due 
mainly  to  the  fact  that  a  deputation 
from  the  National  Union  of  Teachers  repre- 
sented to  my  predecessor  that  the  new 
provision  would,  in  their  view,  inflict 
grave  hardship  on  a  large  number  of 
their  colleagues  unless  all  teachers  cer- 
tificated prior  to  1908  were  to  be  regarded 
as  "trained,"  irrespective  of  whether 
or  not  they  had  in  fact  "  completed  a 
oourse  of  training  in  a  training  college." 

Ooastgnard  and  the  Naval  Manoeuvres. 
Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what 
number  of  coastguards  was  mobilised  for 
the  Fleet  during  the  recent  manoeuvres ; 
if  all  the  coastguard  stations  on  the 
KJoasts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were 
fully  manned  at  war  strength  during 
the  manoeuvres ;  and,  if  not,  in  what 
part  of  the  coast  was  there  a  deficiency. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  1,300 
coastguard  men  were  embarked  for 
manoeuvres,  being  about  half  the  number 
that  would  embark  in  war  time.  The 
war  complement  of  the  coastguard  was 
maintained  complete  during  the 
manoeuvres,  the  men  embarlang  for 
manoeuvres  being  taken  only  from  those 
stations  that  would  be  vacated  in  war 
time. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters— Fnnds 
in  Toronto. 

Mr.  J,  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  wiU  state  what  amount  of  funds,  if 
.any,  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 
whose  head  office  is  at  Toronto,  has 
deposited  with  his  Board  as  security  for 
their  liabilities  in  this  country ;  and  if 
he  will  take  steps  to  prevent  the  with- 
drawal of  such  deposit  from  this  country, 
lest,  in  the  event  of  any  of  their  member 
proceeding  against  them  for  a  recovery 
of  premiums  paid,  they  should  have  no 
realisable  assets  here. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters  (Toronto) 
in  November,  1892,  made  the  deposit  of 


£20,000  with  the  Postmaster-General 
of  th»  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  as 
required  by  Section  3  of  the  Life  Assur- 
ance Companies  Act,  1870.  This  deposit 
was  withdrawn  on  29th  December,  1904, 
pursuant  to  an  Order  of  Court  dated  5th 
December,  1904.  Under  the  provisions 
of  Section  35  (1)  of  the  Companies  Act, 
1907,  this  company  is  required  to  file 
with  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Com- 
panies the  names  and  addresses  of 
some  one  or  more  persons  resident  in 
the  United  Elingdom  authorised  to 
accept  on  behalf  of  the  company  service 
of  process. 

Tullaghan  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  F.  MEEHAN  (Leitrim,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  an 
application  has  been  received  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners  from  Michael 
Felly,  of  Cragh,  TuUaghan,  County 
Leitrim,  for  reinstatement  in  the  farm 
from  which  he  has  been  evicted  on  the 
Folliott  estate  ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps, 
if  any,  they  purpose  taking  to  have  him 
reinstated. 

{Ar^swered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Com- 
missioners proposed  to  allot  Michael 
Feely,  a  holding  on  the  ©state  of  Miss 
Dickson,  but  they  now  find  that  they 
cannot  acquire  this  land  compulsorily. 
The  applicant's  name  has  been  retained 
on  the  Commissioners'  list,  and  it  is 
intended  to  provide  him  with  a  farm  if 
the  Commissioners  should  acquire  any 
untenanted  land  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Naval  Court  Martial. 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
he  wiU  say  what  is  the  number  and  per- 
centage of  the  men  composing  the  crews 
of  the  Altantic,  Channel,  Home  (Nore 
Division),  and  Mediterranean  Fleets 
respectively,  who,  during  the  past  twelve 
months  have  been  tried  by  court  martial 
for   offences   against   discipline. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
number  of  men  tried  by  court  martial 
in  the  various  fleets  is  given  in  a  quarterly 
Return,  a  copy  of  the  latest  issue  of 
which  I  have  sent  to  the  hon.  Member. 
It  is  not  clear  from  the  Question  on  .what 
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basis  the  hon.  Member  desires  the  per- 
centage calculation  to  be  made,  but  on 
any  basis  they  would  involve  an  amount 
of  labour  out  of  proportion  to  any  advan- 
tage which  it  would  seem  could  be  gained 
from  the  result. 

Creech  Grange  Post  Office. 
Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-Geneial  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  postmistress  in  charge 
of  the  Creech  Grange  Office  near  Ware- 
ham,  has  to  work  excessive  hours,  week 
days  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sundays  7  a.m. 
to  12  noon,  without  relief,  unless  she 
pays  for  help  out  of  her  own  stipend  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  such  stipend 
is  £24  a  year,  out  of  which  she  has  also 
to  provide  lamp,  oil,  coal,  and  blotting 
paper  for  use  in  the  office ;  if  so,  will 
steps  be  taken  to  staff  and  equip  this 
office  as  the  need  requires,  and  to  see 
that  adequate  wages  are  paid  such 
staff. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,) 
The  circumstances  are  approximately 
as  stated,  and,  although  the  attendances 
are  not  quite  so  arduous  as  they  may 
appear,  I  am  inquiring  into  the  question 
of  reducing  them.  The  remuneration 
will  probably  be  somewhat  increased 
as  soon  as  the  new  scale  of  pay  is  brought 
in  force.  Tne  sub -postmistress  is  re- 
munerated on  the  usual  basis  applicable 
to  small  post  offices  maintained  in  con- 
nection with  a  private  business,  and  of 
course  she  does  not  depend  for  her  liveli- 
hood on  her  emoluments  from  Post 
Office  work.  The  amount  of  business 
transacted  falls  far  below  the  standard 
which  would  justify  me  in  maintaining 
and  staffing  a  salaried  post  office. 

Sligo  Post  Office— Night  Duties. 
Mr.  McHUGH  (Sligo,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  he  is  aware 
that  in  Sligo  Post  Office  officers  who 
perform  a  considerable  amount  of  night 
duty,  from  1.45  a.m.  to  9  a.m.,  are 
required  to  return  on  overtime,  on 
Mondays,  from  2.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  ; 
is  he  aware  that  for  a  considerable  time 
past,  even  when  the  overtime  attendance 
in  this  office  was  abnormal,  the  officers 
performing  the  night  attendance  were 
exempted  from  this  overtime ;  and  will 
he  give  instructions  that  this  practice 
will  be  again  introduced,  or  that  a  suffi- 


cient period  for  rest  be  given  to  officers 
on  completion  of  their  duty  at  9  a.m. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. "^ 
I  regret  there  should  be  any  necessity 
for  working  overtime  at  Sligo,  but  it 
arises  from  the  difficulty  experienced 
at  this  timre  of  the  year,  more  especially 
in  the  Nbrth  of  Ireland,  in  providing 
substitutes  for  officers  absent  on  leave  • 
In  the  case  of  the  particular  officers  in 
question  the  duty  commences  at  3.45 
a.m.,  1.45  a.m.  on  Mondays  only,  so 
that  they  enjoy  an  interval  for  rest  of 
eleven  and  three-quarter  hours  after 
4  p.m.  No  better  alternative  is  feasible. 
The  duties  will  be  restored  to  their  usual 
limits  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thames  Steamers  and  the  Gonyeyaace 
of  the  Mails. 

Mr.  CARR-GOMM  (Southwark,Rother- 
hithe) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral 
whether  any  attenupt  was  mtide  by  the 
Post  Office  to  utilise  the  London  County 
Council  Steamboat  Service  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  conveyance  of  m^ils,  ia 
accordance  with  Clause  36  of  the  Thames 
River  Steamboat  Service  Act,  1904. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.y 
The  steamboats  on  the  Thames  have 
not  been  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
mails,  as  it  did  not  at  any  time  appear 
that  an  improvement  in  the  service 
could  have  been  effected  by  their  use. 

SmallPox  among  Post  Office  Employees. 
Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincobishire,  Slea- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
what  was  the  number  of  cases  of  small- 
pox and  the  number  of  deaths,  if  any, 
from  small-pox  among  the  employees 
of  the  Post  Office  in  each  of  the  ten 
years  ending  with  1907. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton."^ 
The  following  statement  gives  the  number 
of  cases  in  each  year  : — 

1898  -        -  no  cases. 

1899  -        -  one  case. 

1900  -        -  no  cases. 

1901  -        -  three  cases. 
The-e    [1902    -       -  sixteen  cases. 

'^oH  1903  -  -  six  cases, 

epidemic.  1^1904  -  -  four  cases. 

1905  -        -  two  cases. 

1906  -        -  no  cases. 

1907  -  -  no  cases. 
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There  were  three  deaths  in  1902,  and 
none  in  any  of  the  other  years.  The 
approximate  number  of  persons  to  whom 
this  Return  applies  was  82,000  in  1898, 
rising  to  132,000  in  1907. 

Shetland  Cable  Breakdown. 
Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  renewed  break- 
down of  the  Shetland  cable  between 
Aberdeen  and  Lerwick  which  ceased 
working  over  a  week  ago  ;  if  he  is  aware^ 
that  this  cable  was  laid  down  by  a 
private  company  over  forty  years  ago ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  these  constant 
breakdowns  are  inflicting  losses  on  the 
herring-fishing  industry  in  the  North  of 
Scotland,  the  business  transactions  of 
which  are  necessarily  largely  carried  on 
through  cablegrams  and  which  is  at  its 
height  at  the  present  moment,  he  will  see 
to  the  immediate  repair  of  this  cable,  and 
also  take  steps  to  provide  him  with  a 
little  delay  as  possible  for  a  new  cabh 
with  a  larger  number  of  wires  than  the 
existing  one. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Biixtan,) 
My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this 
unfortunate  occurrence.  The  cable  was 
laid  by  the  Post  Office  twenty-three  years 
ago.  A  ship  has  been  sent  to  repair  the 
cable,  and  in  the  meantime  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  my  engineers  have  been  able 
to  arrange  for  more  rapid  working  on  the 
remaining  cable.  The  question  of  laying 
a  new  cable  or  of  establishing  a  wireless 
service  is  under  consideration. 

Bristol  Post  Office. 
Mr.  HOWELL  DAVIES  (Bristol,  S.): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  notice 
posted  on  the  new  Post  Office  works  at 
Bristol  by  the  contractors  to  the  Govern- 
ment, stating  that  any  workman  inquir- 
ing of  another  workman  engaged  on  the 
works  if  he  belonged  to  a  trade  organisa- 
tion would  be  subject  to  summary  dis- 
missal ;  and  whether  he  will  ask  the  con- 
tractors to  so  modify  their  notice  to  their 
workmen  as  to  bring  it  within  the  spirit 
of  the  fair  wage  and  condition  clause 
which  they,  the  contractors,  signed  before 
receiving  the  contract. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Earcourt.)  The 
hon.  Member  will  find  my  Answer  to  a 


similar  Question  yesterday  to  the  Post- 
master-General which  is  circulated  with 
Votes  this  morning. 

Willesden  Education  Committee. 
Mr.  MACPHERSON  (Preston):  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether  he  is  aware  that  Willesden 
Education  Committee  have  introduced  an 
area  scheme  against  the  wishes  of  the 
parents,  and  also  a  scheme  which  imposes 
hardships  upon  the  scholars,  as,  under  the 
said  scheme,  children  are  being  removed 
from  tbe  schools  in  which  they  have 
received  all  their  education,  and  are  being 
sent  to  other  schools,  in  some  instances 
further  from  their  homes ;  and  will  steps- 
be  taken  to  see  that  the  scheme  is  vetoed 
and  the  wishes  of  the  parents  recognised. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  It  is 
understood  that  the  Willesden  Local 
Education  Authority  desire  to  assign 
a  particular  area  to  each  of  their  council 
schools  and  to  confine  or  give  a  pre- 
ference in  admission  to  each  school  to- 
the  children  resident  in  that  area.  The 
arguments  advanced  by  the  local  educa- 
tion authority  in  support  of  this  arrange- 
ment are  by  no  means  trivial,  and  the 
Board  agree  with  them  in  thinking  that 
it  offers  substantial  advantages  from 
the  point  of  view  of  organisation  and 
would,  on  the  whole  and  in  the  long  run, 
be  quite  as  convenient  to  the  parents 
as  to  the  local  education  authority^ 
On  general  grounds,  therefore,  the  Board 
are  reluctant  to  interfere  with  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  local  education  authority. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  introduction  of 
such  an  arrangement  may  give  rise  to 
personal  grievances  in  some  cases,  and 
although  the  local  education  authority 
are  willing  to  make  large  ex.eptions 
to  their  rules  and  to  allow  the  elder 
children  (and  the  younger  of  the  sam^ 
family  as  elder  children)  to  continue  in 
attendance  at  the  schools  which  they 
now  attend,  it  is  possible  that  still 
further  provision  should  be  made  to- 
meet  the  views  of  parents  who  object 
to  their  children's  removal  to  a  new 
.school.  The  whole  question  is  receiving 
careful  consideration. 

Certified  Training  Colleges. 
Sir   EDWARD   SASSOON   (Hythe)  r 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
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Education  whether  he  will  state  the 
names  of  the  training  colleges  which 
fulfil  the  conditions  set  forth  in  Sections 
^  (9)'  7  (h)y  and  8  of  the  Iraining  College 
Regulations,  1908 ;  and  also  the  names 
of  those  colleges  which  are  known  as 
certified  training  colleges,  under  Chapter 
11  of  the  same  Regulations. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  will 
send  the  hon.  Member  a  list  of  the  train- 
ing colleges  recognised  by  the  Board. 
As  I  have  already  stated,  the  Board  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  those 
colleges  fail  to  comply  with  the  Regula- 
tions. No  occasion  has  yet  arisen  for 
certifying  a  training  college  as  efficient 
but  not  as  recognised  for  grants. 

Sheep-Dipping  in  North  Wales. 
Me.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  the  objections  of  farmers  in 
North  Wales  to  the  double  dipping  of 
sheep  enforced  by  the  recent  Sheep-scab 
Order  have  been  considered ;  and 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  make  a 
statement  with  reference  to  any  modifi- 
cations which  can  be  made  in  the  said 
Order  in  response  to  the  representations 
made  by  those  concerned. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Board  are 
prepared  to  alter  the  dates  of  dipping 
provided  by  the  Sheep-dipping  Order 
to  meet,  so  far  as  it  is  possible,  local 
convenience ;  but,  in  view  of  the  pre- 
valence of  sheep-scab  in  North  Wales, 
they  are  unable  to  relax  the  requirement 
for  two  dippings  until  a  very  consider- 
Able  diminution  in  the  amount  of  disease 
has  been  effected. 

Bmall  Holdings  Act—Tonbridge  Eviction 
Case. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich)  : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  David  Nichols,  against  whom  an 
eviction  warrant  was  made  by  a  bench 
of  magistrates  sitting  at  Tonbridge  on 
the  20th  instant,  upon  the  application 


of  NichoUs'  landlord,  the  reason  alleged 
being  that  NichoUs  has  applied  for  land 
under  the  Small  Holdings  Act ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  taking  any  action 
in  the  matter  ;    and,  if  so,  what. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  attention  of  the  President  of  lie 
Board  has  been  drawn  to  the  case  to 
which  my  hon.  friend  refers.  It  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  regret  to  him  that 
he  has  no  power  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter. 

Horse  Breeding. 
Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  To  ask 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  to  whom  the 
inspection  and  approval  of  stallions 
and  mares  in  connection  with  the  horse- 
breeding  scheme  is  to  be  entrusted  ; 
and  if  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken 
to  organise  the  proposal. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  proposals  put  forward  have  not 
been  approved,  and  it  would*  be  there- 
fore premature  for  me  to  enter  into  the 
details  of  the  scheme. 

Scott^  Sheriffs  and  Insnrance  Company 
Directorships. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College):  To 
ask  the  Lord-Advocate  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  sheriffs 
and  sheriffs'  substitute  in  Scotland 
frequently  act  as  ordinary  directors  of 
insurance  companies,  for  which  they 
receive  remuneration,  and  that  these 
companies  are  often  engaged  in  litiga- 
tion in  the  Law  Courts,  in  many  cases 
as  defenders  against  workmen's  compen- 
sation claims  ;  and  if,  in  future  appoint- 
ments to  Sheriffships,  he  will  make  it 
a  condition  that  active  work  in  connec- 
tion with  trade  shall  not  be  entered 
on. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.)  lAy 
attention  has  not  been  called  to  this, 
and  there  is  no  information  to  support 
the  suggestion  that  sheriffs  and  sheriffs* 
substitute  frequently  act  as  described. 
The  disqualifications  and  disabilities  of 
sheriff  and  sheriffs'  substitute  are  set 
forth  in  Section  21  of  the  Sheriff  Courts 
(Scotland)  Act,  1907,  and  to  this  I  cannot 
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doubt  that  they  conform.  As  to  the 
sheriffs'  substitute,  they  are  prohibited 
from  inter  alia  engaging  in  '*  legal  bank- 
ing, or  other  private  practice  or  business," 
and  this  would  seem  to  include  the 
directorships  referred  to.  If  any  cases 
were  found  to  exist  in  which  director- 
ships are  held  by  sheriffs  which  have 
produced,  or  are  likely  to  produce, 
indirect  relations  with  litigants  or  a 
conflict  with  judicial  duty  it  wo  old  be 
for  consideration  whether  the  section 
mentioned  should  not  be  amended. 
As  to  future  appointments  there  is,  of 
course,  no  power  to  impose  conditions 
not  warranted  bv  the  law  as  it  stands. 

Britisli  Museum  Eztension. 
Sir  WILLIAM  BULL  (Hammer- 
smith) :  To  ask  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  why  the  building  operations 
for  the  extension  of  the  British  Museum 
in  Montague  Place  have  been  suspended 
for  nearly  a  year,  and  when  they  are 
likely  to  be  renewed. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Harcourt.)  The  delay 
has  ariseh  in  connection  with  the  settle- 
ment of  internal  details  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  drawings  for  the  super- 
structure. It  is  anticipated  that  the 
works  will  be  recommenced  early  in 
October. 

Officers  on  Retired  Pay- 
Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON  (Hampshire, 
Petersfield) :  To  ask  the  Paymaster- 
General  if  he  can  state  by  what  authority 
a  form  has  been  issued  to  officers  on 
retired  pay  demanding  full  particulars 
of  their  incomes  from  all  sources,  private 
and  official,  to  be  forwarded  without 
delay  to  the  Paymaster-Greneral. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Causton.)  Under  the 
Finance  Acts  the  officers  of  His  Majesty's 
Paymaster-General  are  assessors  of  in- 
come-tax and  act  with  regard  to  the 
collection  of  income-tax  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue. 

East  London  and  the  Pension  Scheme. 

Mr.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he 
proposes  to  make  special  arrangements 
to  assist  the  pension  officers  in  the  East 
End  of  London,  where  largo  numbers  of 


claims  for  pensions  from  naturalised 
foreigners  are  to  be  expected,  and  where 
the  double  difficultv  will  arise  of  proving 
not  only  the  births  of  these  claimants  in 
foreign  countries,  but  also  the  dates  of 
their  arrival  in  this  country  and  of  their 
naturalisation. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Uoyd-Oeorge,)  The 
arrangements  necessary  for  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  district  referred  to 
will  be  duly  considered  at  the  proper  time. 

Dromard  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  MoHUGH:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  Estates  Commissioners 
wrote  to  an  evicted  tenant  named  Edward 
Gillmore,  of  Brockagh,  Dromard,  County 
Sligo,  on  17th  January  last,  informing 
him  that  he  had  been  noted  as  a  person 
whom  the  Commissioners  deemed  suitable 
to  be  provided  with  a  new  holding  in  place 
of  the  holding,  from  which  he  had  been 
evicted  on  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Ramsay, 
Ballintogher,  County  Sligo,  and  which 
is  occupied  by  a  planter ;  and  can  he 
state  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
provide  Gillmore  with  a  holding,  and 
with  what  result. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrdl,)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  wrote  the  letter  of  17  th 
January  referred  to  in  the  Question,  but 
they  have  since  further  considered  the 
matter  and  have  decided  to  take  no  action. 
The  applicant  lives  with  his  mother  on 
a  holding  of  about  twelve  acres. 

Knocklong  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  ascertain  from 
the  Estates  Commissioners  whether  they 
have  at  any  time  been  in  communication 
with  Mr.  Sanders,  of  Charleville,  Coimty 
Cork,  agent  to  the  Cooper  estate  in 
Knocklong,  County  Limerick,  over  the 
reinstatement  to  their  evicted  farms 
of  John  McGrath  and  Thomas  Barry  on 
the  same  estate,  or  are  the  Estate  Com- 
missioners aware  that  William  Hatte, 
the  alleged  tenant  on  the  farms  of  Mc- 
Grath and  Barry,  is  not  even  a  planter 
nor  a  farmer,  as  he  does  not  reside  on  the 
lands  but  in  Blackrock,  County  Dublin, 
and  has  never  farmed  an  acre  of  land, 
but  has  been  chief  clerk  in  Mr.  Sanders* 
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office,  and  latterly  a  partner  in  the  firm  ; 
are  the  Estates  Conmxissioners  aware, 
or  can  they  say,  that  the  farms  have  been 
worked  by  a  caretaker ;  and  will  the 
Estates  Commissioners  resume  with  Mr. 
Sanders  negotiations  for  the  reinstate- 
ment of  those  tenants. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birr  ell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  inquired  into  the 
oases  of  the  evicted  tenants  in  question, 
and  intend  to  provide  holdings  for  them 
if  possible.  The  Commissioners  have 
ascertained  that  the  evicted  holdings  are 
occupied  by  Mr.  Hatte,  who  lives  at 
Blackrock,  Dublin,  and  is  partner  of  Mr. 
Sanders,  the  agent  of  the  estate.  Mr. 
Hatte  has  signed  an  agreement  to  purchase 
the  holdings.  The  Commissioners  will 
consider  all  the  circumstances  before 
making  an  advance  to  him.  The  case  of 
the  evicted  tenants  has  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  an  inspector  with  the  object 
of  procuring  their  restoration  or  of  pro- 
viding other  holdings  for  them. 

Land  Purchase  in  County  Limerick. 

Mb.  LUNDON:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  can  he  ascertain  from  the  Estates 
Commissioners  whether  negotiations  have 
been  carried  on  for  sale  to  the  tenants  on 
the  part  of  Lord  Massey  on  his  Galbally 
property  in  the  County  Limerick,  Mr. 
Lowe  and  his  tenants  around  Galbally  in 
Lowestown,  Earl  Dunraven  and  his 
tenants  around  Croom,  County  Limerick, 
Mr.  Duncan  and  his  tenants  around 
Ballylander,  County  Limerick  and,  if 
the  rural  tenants  have  signed  the  agree- 
ments for  purchase,  will  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners endeavour  to  effect  arrange- 
ments for  sale  and  purchase  between 
those  several  landlords  and  their  town 
tenants ;  and  will  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners open  negotations  for  sale  and 
purchase  as  between  landlord  and  town 
tenants  on  the  estate  of  Lord  Clonmel 
around  Down,  the  representatives  of  the 
Reptons  around  Cappamore,  the  Earl  of 
Limerick  around  Bruff,  Mr.  Brazier  in 
Eilmallock,  and  the  agent  of  the  Erasmus 
Smith  property  in  Pallasgrean,  all  in 
County  Limerick. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  Proceedings 
have  been  instituted  before  the  Estates 
Commissioners  for  the  sale  of  the  estates 


of  Lord  Massey,  Mr.  Lowe,  the  Earl  of 
Clonmel,  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  and 
Erasmus  Smith,  but  no  proceedings  are 
pending  before  them  in  connection  with 
the  Earl  of  Dunraven's  Croom  property 
or  the  estates  of  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Repton, 
or  Mr.  Brazier.  The  Commissioners  will 
consider  any  application  which  may  be 
made  to  them  in  reference  to  any  of  these 
estates,  but  cannot  undertake  themselves 
to  open  negotiations  between  the  land- 
lords and  tenants. 

Fermoy  Urban  Ctonndl  Meetings. 
Mr.  WILLLiM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
he  will  state  whether  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
has  yet  considered  the  petition  of  the 
urban  council  of  Fermoy  respecting  their 
right  to  hold  meetings  of  the  council  in  the 
Court-house,  conferred  by  the  Fermoy 
Act  of  1808  and  renewed  by  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act  of  1854,  and  if  this 
right,  exercised  and  enjoyed  for  over  100 
years,  will  be  confirmed  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  while  the  memorial  of  the 
urban  councU  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  Mr.  Carroll, 
Crown  Solicitor,  who  had  been  duly 
notified  thereof,  proceeded  to  peremptorily 
demand  from  the  council  the  surrender 
of  their  right,  under  threat  of  eviction ; 
if  he  is  cognisant  of  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Carroll,  who  held  the  position  of  legal 
adviser  to  the  urban  council,  was  deprived 
of  that  office  a  month  ago  by  the  council 
acting  within  their  discretion ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  any  steps  to  restrain 
the  action  of  the  Crown  Solicitor  in  this 
matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  petition 
referred  to  is  still  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  who  will  cause  a 
reply  to  be  sent  to  the  Fermoy  Urban 
District  Council  as  soon  as  possible. 
As  the  hon.  Member  has  already  been 
informed,  Mr.  Carroll,  is  not  acting  in  the 
matter  as  Crown  Solicitor,  but  as  the 
private  solicitor  of  the  High  Sheriff,  in 
whose  custody  and  control  the  Court- 
house is  vested  by  statute.  I  am  not 
aware  that  Mr.  Carroll  has  been  deprived 
of  the  office  of  legal  adviser  to  the  urban 
council.  The  Government  cannot  restrain 
Mr.  Carroll  from  acting  as  solicitor  to  the 
High  Sheriff. 
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Irish  Assistant  Teachers. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
idew  of  the  character  of  the  salary  and 
prospects  of  promotion  of  assistant 
teachers  in  Irish  National  Schools, 
provision  will  be  made  in  the  new  grant 
ior  giving  those  teachers  greater  con- 
sideration for  their  services  ;  what  are 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  for  the 
future  payment  of  those  men ;  and  is 
it  proposed  to  enable  them  to  enter  the 
second  grade. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  revised 
Supplementary  Estimate  for  Public 
Education,  Ireland,  which  is  now  before 
the  House. 

Shoeburyness  Foreshore- 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  character  of  the 
estate  of  about  890  acres  of  foreshore  at 
Shoeburyness,  recently  purchased  by  the 
War  Office  for  £5,500;  whether  it  is 
part  of  the  Maplin  Sands ;  what  is  its 
position ;  whether,  and,  if  so,  to  what 
extent,  it  is  covered  at  high  water  ;  what 
use,  if  any,  has  been  made  of  it  by  the 
vendors ;  and  whether  the  War  Office 
has  acquired  it  in  order  to  acquire  the 
right  of  firing  over  it,  or  for  what,  if 
any,  other  purpose. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Hcddane.) 
This  estate  is  part  of  the  Maplin  Sands 
and  lies  almrost  three  miles  north-east  of 
Shoeburyness.  It  is  entirely  covered  at 
high  water.  So  far  as  the  War  Depart- 
mrent  is  aware,  no  use  of  this  foreshore 
was  nMide  by  the  vendors,  but  the  War 
Department  fired  over  it  and  have 
acquired  it  for  the  purpose  of  firing 
over  it. 

Territorial  Uniform  Oontract?. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  uni- 
forms for  the  Territorial  Reserve  Forces 
are  being  made  in  the  homjes  of  employees 
in  the  East  End  of  London,  and  that 
sonte  of  the  contractors  are  working 
their  employees  in  their  factories  seven 
days  per  week  ;     and  whether,  in  view 


of  the  Fair  Wages  Resolution  of  this 
House,  it  is  his  intention  to  take  any 
action  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  matters  alluded 
to  in  the  Question.  The  attention  of  the 
associations  has  been  drawn  to  the  Fair 
Wages  Clause,  but,  as  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  Member,  it  is  not 
practicable  to  interfere  with  their  dis- 
cretion. 

Bermnda  Engineer  Stores. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  officer  has  been 
held  responsible  for  the  incompetency  in 
connection  with  the  Bermuda  engineer 
stores ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  his  name 
and  what  notice  has  been  taken  of  his 
incompetency. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
I  must  refer  mv  hon.  friend  to  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  which  will  shortly  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members.    • 

Territorials  at  Brecon  Public  Meetinsr 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  Mr.  Thomas  Davies, 
whilst  wearing  the  Territorial  uniform, 
disturbed  a  public  meeting  at  Brecon  on 
12th  June,  1908,  assisted  by  others  also 
attired  in  uniform,  this  meeting  being 
addressed  by  a  Mr.  Pattison,  of  Ruskin 
College,  Oxford,  and  not  by  a  lady,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
informed  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
a  second  meeting  held  on  16th  June, 
with  the  Territorials  absent,  was  con- 
ducted without  any  disturbance  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  third  meeting  was  held 
on  19th  June,  1908,  and  addressed  by 
a  Mrs.  Keating  Hill,  of  Cardiff,  was 
again  interrupted  by  Territorials  led  on 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Davies  as  before-men- 
tioned, and,  although  this  gentleman  was 
allowed  five  mtinutes,  during  which  he 
addressed  the  meeting,  he  afterwards 
continued  to  upset  the  meeting ;  and 
what  action  does  he  intend  to  take  in 
the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
I    have   no   information  ,  regarding   the 
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meetings  of  12th  and  16tli  June,  and 
I  am  awaiting  a  full  Report.  The 
meeting  of  19th  June  was  dealt  with  in 
,  my  previ«>us  Answer  to  the  hon.  Member, 
to  which  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Orissa. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  operations  of  keeping 
up-to-date  the  record  of  rights  involved 
in  the  last  resettlement  of  the  temporarily 
settled  districts  of  Orissa  is  being  con- 
ducted without  causing  any  vexatious 
interference  to  the  parties  concerned. 

{AnsiDered  by  Mr.  Buchanan,)  It  is 
presumed  that  the  Question  has  reference 
to  the  operations  set  on  foot  by  the 
Bengal  Government  for  revising,  as  the 
first  step  in  the  scheme  for  their  annual 
maintenance,  the  village  records  prepared 
some  twelve  years  ago  at  the  last  land 
revenue  settlement  of  Orissa.  According 
to  the  latest  Reports  the  operations  are 
proceeding  satisfactorily.  The  local 
Government  has  made  the  procedure  as 
simple  and  expeditious  as  possible,  and 
has  confined  the  work  to  what  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  bringing  the  records 
up-to-date.  The  settlement  officer  re- 
ports that  the  revision  is  welcomed  by 
the  ryots  and  the  better  class  of  land- 
lords, as  it  clears  up  disputes  and  gives 
effect  to  changes  which  have  occurred 
since  the  records  were  first  prepared. 

Begistration  of  Titles  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinburgh,Central) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  now  able  to  state  when  the  Report 
will  be  issued  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Registration  of  Titles  in  Scotland 
which  was  appointed  on  23rd  May,  1906. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Sinclair.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  Royal  Commission  hope 
to  conclude  the  evidence  during  the  en- 
suing autumn,  when  they  will  proceed 
to  consider  their  Report. 

Bates  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  Ae  Secretary  for  Scotland  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  chief  contributor  to 
the  rates  in  the  island  of  Lewis  has  failed 
to  meet  the  demand  for  payment  made 
on  lum,  and  seeing  that  there  is  no  pros- 


pect of  the  difficulty  being  overcome 
in  the  near  future,  will  he  state  whether 
the  local  authority  has  applied  to  the 
Local  (Government  Board  for  Scotland 
for  guidance  and  assistance  ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  state  the  nature  of  the  advice  given 
by  the  Board. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Local  Government  Board 
that,  in  reply  to  communications  from  the 
parishes  of  Barvas,  Lochs,  and  Uig,they 
telegraphed  that  the  parish  councils  should 
take  immediate  proceedings  to  recover 
the  outstanding  rates. 

Byre  Settlers. 
Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  in  view  of  the  statement  con- 
tained on  page  9  of  the  last  Report  o£ 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  will  he 
state  on  what  ground  settlers  in  Syre 
have  expressed  their  desire  to  become 
tenants  instead  of  purchasers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The 
grounds  are  financial ;  but,  under  the 
circumstances  at  Syre,  I  think  the  settlers 
are  mistaken  in  their  view. 

Post  Office  Surveyors— Snbsistence 
Allowances. 

Mr.  a,  ROCHE  (Cork) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-CJeneral  whether  the  sub- 
sistence allowance  to  surveyors  of  thePost 
Office  when  absent  from  head-quarters 
is  intended  as  a  source  of  profit ;  b  he 
aware  that  the  subsistence  allowance  of 
the  head  surveyor  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict in  Ireland,  when  absent  from  his^ 
head-quarters  in  Dublin,  is  not  less  than 
21s.  per  diem,  while  his  actual  expenses- 
do  not  exceed  50  per  cent,  of  this  amount ; 
and,  in  these  circumstances,  will  he  ex- 
plain why  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists- 
compelled  to  perform  relief  duties  in 
country  districts  are  expected  to  exist 
on  a  subsistence  of  38.  per  diem. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  It 
is  a  well-established  Treasury  principle 
that  subsistence  allowance  is  not  intended 
as  a  source  of  profit,  but  rather  as  a 
repayment  of  necessary  additional  ex- 
penses involved  by  travelling.  Obviously 
a  different  scale  of  expenses  is  warrantedi 
in  the  case  of  a  high  officer  such  as  a 
surveyor  and  one  occupying  the  positiont 
of  a  sorting  clerk  and  telegraphist.    I  have: 
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no  information  as  to  the  sums  actually 
spent  by  surveyors.  Their  subsistence 
allowance  is  that  commonly  granted  to 
all  officers  of  similar  standing  in  the  Civil 
Service. 

Beyenne  Statistics. 
Mb.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 


whether  he  can  state,  for  each  of  the 
years  1907-^  and  1908-9,  as  estimated 
the  amount  of  revenue  raised  by  taxes, 
distinguishing  the  revenue  raised  by 
permanent  enactment  from  the  revenue 
raised  by  temporary  enactment,  witk 
the  totals  of  each. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  HcbJumse,)-^ 


Revenue  raised  by  Taxes,  1907-8. 
(Net  Receipt.) 


Revenue  raised. 

By 
Permanent 
Enactment. 

By 

Temporal 
Enactment. 

Total. 

Temporary  Dnties. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

/ 

The  whole  of  the! 
5d.  the  pound 
4e^.  per  pound  on' 
unmanufactured 
tobacco,      with 
proportionate 

t;ea  duty 

Customs 

26,355,715 

6,226.279 

32,581,994 

V 

increases  on 
cigars     and 
manufactured 
tobacco 

Is.  per  barrel  on 
beer 

6(3?.  per  gallon  on 
spirits 

From 

1st 
April 

to 
30th 
June 
1907 

Excise  - 

35,104,582 

620,003 

35,724,585  . 

Is,  per  barrel  on 
beer 
6d,  per  gallon  on 

Estate,     &c,, 
Duties 

19,108,256 

_- 

19,108,256 

spirits                / 

Stamps 

7,930,584 

— 

7,930,584 

— 

Land  Tax    - 

710,003 

— 

710,003 

— 

House  Duty - 

1,939,865 

— 

1,939,865 

— 

Income  Tax  - 

— 

31,860,380 

31,860,380  < 

The  whole  of  the  tax,  Is. 
in  the  pound  on  unearned 
incomes  and  9d.  in  the 
pound  on  earned  Incomes 
to  5th  April  1908. 

91,149,005 

38,706,662 

129,855,667 

Digitized  by  LnOOQlC 


il95  Questions.  {COMMONS}  Questions. 

Amount  of  Eevenue  estimated  to  be  raised  by  Taxes  in  1908-9. 


1196 


Amount  of  Revenue  estimated  to  be  raised. 

By 

Permanent 
Enactment. 

Temporary 
Enactment. 

Total. 

Temporary  Duties. 

•Customs 

£ 
23,400,000 

£ 
5,800,000 

£ 
29,200,000 

The  whole  of  the 
t«a  duty  bd,  the 
pound. 

Excise 

35,500,000 

— 

35,500,000 

— 

Estate,  &c.,  Duties 

19,500,000 

— 

19,500,000 

— 

Stamps 

8,080,000 

— 

8,080,000 

— 

TiandTax   - 

700,000 

— 

700,000 

— 

House  Duty 

1,900,000 

— 

1,900,000 

— 

Income  Tax 

33,000,000 

33,000,000 

The  whole  of  the  tax 
is.  in  the  pound 
on  unearned  in- 
comes and  9d.  in 
the  pound  on 
earned  incomes  to 
5th  April,  1909. 

89,080,000 

38,800,000 

127,880,000 

American  Cattle. 
Mr.  CATHCAKT  WASON  (Orkney  and 
Shetland) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if, 
in  view  of  the  agitation  being  fomented 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  for  the  un- 
restricted importation  of  American  cattle 
without  any  quarantine  regulations,  he 
will  issue  a  leaflet  specifying  such  diseases 
as  are  existent  there. 

[Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  Board  do  not  see  their  way  to  adopt 
my  hon.  friend's  suggestion. 

Scotch  Smokelesa  Coal. 
Me.  WATT  :  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  Scotch  smoke- 
less coal  was  used  by  the  Fleet  on  its  last 
visit  to  the  Forth ;  if  not,  will  he  say 
-what  was  the  freight  per  ton  for  bringing 


the  coal  used  to  the  Forth  ;  how  does  the 
original  cost  plus  this  carriage  compare 
with  the  price  of  Scotch  coal  purchased 
on  the  spot ;  and  will  he  use  the  cheaper 
coal  on  future  prolonged  visits  to  Scottish 
waters. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  Welsh 
coal  was  used  by  the  Fleet  on  its  last  visit 
to  the  Forth.  "  Scotch  smokeless  coal " 
is  presumably  a  trade  term,  as  no  Scotch 
coals  which  have  been  tried  by  the  Fleet 
have  proved  "smokeless,'*  except  when 
burnt  at  low  powers.  The  Admiralty 
after  making  many  trials  of  all  descrip- 
tions of  coals,  have  adopted  Welsh  steam 
coal  as  that  which,  taking  into  account 
all  considerations,  is  the  best  coal  for  use 
in  His  Majesty's  ships. 

Naval  Paymasters. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis): ;  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admirahy  whether. 
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on  a  survey  of  the  paymaster's  branch 
of  the  Navy,  together  with  the  few  pros- 
pective retirements  on  account  of  age 
before  1920,  and  allowing  a  reasonable 
margin  for  deaths  and  voluntary  retire- 
ments, there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
seniority  of  .assistant  paymasters  will  by 
1920  have  increased  to  a  grave  extent,  thus 
arresting  the  equal  and  steady  flow  of  pro- 
motion which  Mr.  Childer's  Order  in 
Council  of  22nd  February,  1870,  was 
designed  to  promote ;  and  what  steps 
the  Board  intends  to  take  to  improve 
the  prospects  of  these  officers. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna,)  The 
seniority  of  assistant  payntasters  on  pro- 
motion is  at  the  present  time  under  nine 
years,  which  is  less  than  it  was  a  few  years 
ago.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  when  the 
necessity  arises  ;  but  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  twelve  officers  at  the  top  of  the 
list  did  not  obtain  their  promotion  to 
paymaster's  rank  under  about  sixteen 
years  seniority. 

Begent's  Canal. 
Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.)  : 
To  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  defective  condition  of  the  paling 
separating  a  portion  of  the  Regent's  Park 
from  the  towing-path  of  the  Regent's 
Canal,  permitting  an  easy  access  of  children 
from  the  park  on  to  the  towing-path  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  danger  in- 
curred by  children  thus  trespassing  on  the 
tow-path,  he  will  direct  that  the  paling 
in  question  be  kept  in  proper  repair. 

(AnstDered  by  Mr,  Harcourt,)  The 
Regent's  Canal  Company  is  responsible 
for  the  repair  of  this  fence,  and  this  com- 
plaint as  to  its  condition  will  be  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  company. 

Income-Tax. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  :  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 
the  forms  for  claiming  a  reduction  of 
income-tax  from  the  Is.  rate  to  the  9d. 
rate  in  respect  of  earned  income,  there  is 
any  reference  to  the  need  for  claiming 
such  reduction  before  30th  September 
of  the  year  for  which  the  tax  is  charged  ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  consider  the 
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desirability  of  having  such  a  referince 
inserted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-OeorgeJ)  Tho 
necessity  for  claiming  the  relief  granted 
by  the  Finance  Act,  1907,within  the  period 
prescribed  by  the  Act,  is  clearly  indicated 
on  the  forms  referred  to. 

Ballymahon  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  J.  PHILLIPS  (Longford,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners will  reinstate  Gerald  Daly,  of 
Ballymahon,  county  Longford,  in  a  farm 
from  which  he  was  evicted  off,  the  pro- 
perty of  W.  Molyneux  Shouldham,  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Commissioners, 
or  about  to  be  purchased  by  them  for  the 
tenants  of  this  estate,  and,  if  not,  why  will 
they  not  do  so. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  The  reply  is 
in  the  negative.  The  holding  in  which 
Grerald  Daly  claims  reinstatement  con- 
sisted of  a  house,  yard,  and  out-offices, 
and  was,  therefore,  not  one  to  which  the 
Land  Law  Acts  applied.  The  applicant 
is  not  eligible  for  reinstatement  under 
Section  2  (1)  (d)  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Glonrellick  Landa. 
Sir  WALTER  NUGENT  (Westmeath, 
S.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  lands 
of  Clonrellick,  near  Monte,  county  West- 
meath, have  been  purchased  by  the 
Commissioners ;  and,  if  so,  when  they 
will  be  in  a  position  to  allot  the  same  to 
intending  purchasers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell,)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  identify 
the  estate  referred  to,  but  if  furnished 
with  the  name  of  the  owner  or  late  owner 
they  will  be  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
Question. 

Claremorris  National  Schools 
Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY-  (Mayo,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to]  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
inquire  if  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  are  aware  that  in 
the  recent  local  government  elections  in 
Ireland  the  Claremorris  National  School, 
which  was  built  by  the  people  of  Clare- 
morris, was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  one 
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of  tlie  two  parties  nominating  candidates 
for  the  county  and  district  councils,  and, 
as  the  result  of  the  elections  showed, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  party  sup- 
ported by  a  minority  of  the  electors; 
whether  the  Commissioners  are  aware 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  parents 
of  the  children  attending  the  Claremorris 
school  voted  against  the  candidates  to 
whom  the  school-house  was  lent  for 
electioneering  purposes  ;  whether  the 
Commissioners  are  aware  that  demon- 
strations were  organised  in  the  school 
by  the  supporters  of  the  candidates  of  the 
minority,  which  led  to  regrettable  scenes 
in  the  streets  of  Claremorris,  culminating 
on  one  occasion  in  a  baton  charge  which 
the  constabulary  were  compelled  to  make 
in  the  interests  of  public  order  and 
tranquillity ;  whether  any  damage  to 
school  furniture,  windows,  maps,  slates, 
or  papers  was  done  during  these  meetings, 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  will  the  expense  of 
making  good  the  damage  be  borne ; 
whether  the  Commissioners  of  Education 
will  say  if  it  is  recognised  as  an  essential 
principle  in  the  management  of  Irish 
national  schools  that  schools  should  not 
be  made  available  for  one  particular 
religious  or  political  section  in  any  district 
for  the  purpose  of  antagonising  the  views 
of  another  section  in  the  same  district ; 
and  whether  the  Commissioners  propose 
to  take  any  steps  to  prevent  in  future  the 
use  of  school  buildings  for  objects  in 
connection  with  which  differences  of 
opinion  exist  amongst  the  parents  whose 
children  attend  such  schools. 

(AnsiDered  hy  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that,  under  their  rules,  no  political 
meeting  can  be  held  in  any  school-house, 
nor  can  any  political  business  whatever 
be  transacted  therein,  and  further  that 
school-houses  are  not  permitted  to  be 
used  for  meetings  called  to  support  or  dis- 
cuss the  claims  of  candidates  for  the 
office  of  district  or  coimty  councillor. 
The  Commissioners  have  no  information 
that  the  Claremorris  National  School- 
house  has  been  used  in  contravention  of 
the  rules  in  question,  but  they  have 
directed  inquiries  to  be  made  into  the 
matter. 

Bathdowney  Disturbance. 
Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County,  Os- 
sory) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 


Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  attack  made  by  the  police 
upon  the  people  of  Eathdowney  on  20th 
June  last ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
peaceable  inhabitants  were  assaulted 
returning  from  their  work,  inside  their 
own  houses  and  the  houses  of  their 
employers,  and  that  amongst  those 
assaulted  by  the  police  on  the  occasion 
was  their  own  officer.  District  Inspector 
Irwin,  acting  county  inspector,  who  was 
in  coloured  clothes  ;  and  will  he  say  what 
steps  he  proposes  taking  in  connection 
with  this  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  As  I  informed 
the  hon.  Member  yesterday,  a  charge  of 
riot  is  pending  against  a  number  of  m?n 
in  this  case,  and  while  the  matter  is  sub- 
judice  it  is  undesirable  that  I  should 
make  any  statement  as  to  the  details. 

Sir  QeoTgB  Colthurst's  Estate. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  deci- 
sion has  yet  been  arrived  at  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners  on  the  claimfs  of 
the  three  tenants  excluded  from  the  pur- 
chase on  the  estate  of  Sir  George  Colt- 
hurst,  viz.,  Messrs.  Forrest,  Henderson, 
and  Bjme,  on  the  alleged  ground  that 
they  were  demesne  tenants ;  have  the 
Commissioners  received  a  copy  of  a 
valuation  made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hender- 
son in  1890  by  Mr.  Richard  Martin, 
valuer  for  the  landlord  ;  was  this  valua- 
tion at  the  instance  of  the  landlord  and  on 
the  assumption  that  Mr.  Henderson's 
holding  was  a  purely  agricultural  one ; 
is  it  a  fact  that  Mr.  Henderson  has  been 
piapng  rent  since  1890  on  the  basis  of  Mr. 
Martin's  valuation  ;  and,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  these  three  tenants  and 
their  predecessors  have  been  paying  rent 
for  generations  for  the  farms  held  by  them 
and  used  by  them  as  agricultural  tenan- 
cies, will  he  urge  upon  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners the  desirability  of  having 
them  admitted  to  purchase  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  other  tenants. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  made  inquiries  into 
the  cases  of  Messrs.  Forrest,  Henderson, 
and  Byrne,  who  occupy,  as  yearly  tenants, 
certain  land  in  the  Ardrum  demesne  of 
Sir  George  Colthurst.    The  vendor  has 
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intimated  Ids  intention  of  renovating  the 
buildings  and  settling  Ixis  eldest  son  in 
wliat  was  for  many  years  the  residence 
of  the  Colthurst  family.  He  is,  therefore, 
imwilling  to  sell  t  >  these  three  tenants, 
■and  the  Commissioners  do  not  propose  to 
refuse  to  declare  the  other  holdings, 
some  hundreds  in  number,  to  be  a  separ- 
ate estate  because  the  vendor  is  unwilling, 
on  what  would  appear  to  be  reasonable 
grounds,  to  sell  these  three  holdings  in 
his  demesne  to  yearly  tenants.  The 
Commissioners  have  received  from  the 
hon.  Member  a  copy  of  the  valuation  of 
Mr.  Martin  referred  to,  but  they  have  no 
information  as  to  the  circunifstances  in 
which  it  was  made. 

Irish  School  Teachers'  Grievance. 
Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been 
oalled  to  complaints  of  teachers  of 
national  schools  in  Ireland  of  their 
treatment  by  the  two  chief  inspectors 
of  the  National  Education  Board  and  to 
the  fact  that  complaints  of  such  ill- 
treatment  a^-e  rarely  brought  before  the 
Connnissioners,  or,  if  so  brought,  are 
seldom  properly  represented  by  the 
officials  in  question ;  and  whether,  as 
foreshadowed  a  year  or  so  since,  he  will 
hold  an  inquiry  into  the  general  working 
of  the  office,  in  view  of  the  dissatisfac- 
tion therewith  that  prevails  throughout 
Ireland. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
ure  that  they  have  received  no  complaint 
from  teachers  regarding  their  treatment 
by  the  chief  inspectors,  and  the  Com- 
missioners have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  there  is  any  general  dissatisfaction 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  chief 
inspectors  discharge  their  duties. 

Hew  Forest  Military  Camps. 
Sm  ROBERT  HOBART :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
state  the  date  when  the  sites  of  the  camps 
for  the  military  manoeuvres  in  the  New 
Forest  were  finally  settled  ;  whether,  in 
accordance  with  his  promise,  instructions 
have  been  given  to  the  military  authorities 
to  purchase  supplies  for  the  troops  from 
persons  residing  in  the  immediate  locali- 
-ties ;     and  whether  any  contracts  have 


been  entered  into  with  persons  not 
residing  in  the  New  Forest  previous  to  the 
date  in  question  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give 
instructions  to  cause  his  promise  to  be 
carried  out. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane,) 
Holmesley  and  Ashley  Walk  Camps  were 
fixed  on  17th  June,  and  Rochford 
Common  on  16th  July.  As  regards  the 
rest  of  the  Question  there  appears  to  be 
some  misunderstanding.  I  told  my  hon. 
friend  on  1st  June  that  I  hoped  the 
military  would  find  it  possible  to  obtain 
butter,  eggs,  and  milk  locally,  but  I 
gave  no  promise  that  all  contracts  should 
be  placed  locally  or  that  I  would  give 
instructions  to  units  to  make  their 
canteen  purchases  locally.  Some  of  the 
contracts  for  bread  and  meat,  forage  and 
fuel,  have  been  placed  locally.  Canteen 
purchases  are  always  left  entirely  to  the 
units  to  arrange. 

Colonial  Auditors. 
Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  special 
terms  are  now  given  by  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor- General  to  local  auditors 
and  assistant  auditors  in  the  Crown 
Colonies  and  Protectorates  who  have 
volunteered  to  come  home  from  un- 
healthy climates,  he  will  explain  why  it 
was  necessary  to  give  these  special  terms 
to  these  officials  serving  in  such  climates 
in  addition  to  granting  them  the  privilege 
of  returning  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  why 
the  ex-Second  Division  clerks  in  the 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Department,  who 
have  voluntarily  accepted  liability  to 
serve  abroad,  and  some  of  whom  are 
serving  abroad,  are  not  put  on  the  same 
scale  of  salary  as  the  nominated  members 
who  entered  the  old  Colonial  Audit 
Branch  without  any  actual  educational 
test  examination. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  how, 
seeing  that  members  of  the  Colonial 
Audit  Branch  now  serving  abroad  are 
offered  special  terms  on  coming  home  on 
condition  that  they  remain  liable  for  a 
further  term  of  service  abroad,  this 
liability  applies  in  the  case  of  a  man  who 
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returns  on,  account  of  a  breakdown  in 
health,  and  who  under  the  old  system 
would  have  returned  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances to  a  scale  of  salary  only  equal 
to  that  of  the  old  Second  Division  clerks. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  why, 
seeing  that  those  members  of  the  Colonial 
Audit  Branch  who,  prior  to  amalgama- 
tion, returned  to  headquarters  after  ser- 
vice abroad,  either  on  account  of  iU- 
health  or  unfitness,  were  placed  on  a 
scale  of  salary  simiilar  to  that  of  the  old 
Second  Division  and  remained  liable  for 
service  abroad,  a  salary  based  on  an  initial 
salary  of  £100  per  annum  is  now  offered 
to  those  who  return  under  similar  condi- 
tions, while  it  was  denied  to  those  former 
members  of  the  Second  Division  who 
became  examiners  at  the  reorganisation 
in  1905. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  why 
in  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 
two  bodies  of  men  are  employed  on 
identical  work  with  identical  periods  of 
service  to  their  credit,  the  one,  however, 
receiving  from  £65  to  £115  per  annum 
more  salary  in  consequence  of  service 
performed  on  petty  accounts  abroad  for 
which  they  were  liable  on  entry  and  had 
been  already  adequately  recompensed 
financially. 

Mr.  FIEjLD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  why, 
seeing  that  members  of  the  Colonial 
Audit  Branch  who  entered  by  the  system 
which  has  now  broken  down,  and  who 
were  sent  abroad  in  many  cases  with 
insuflBcient  training,  are  offered  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Treasury  special  terms  if 
they  elect  to  come  home  and  enter  the 
main  oflBce,  a  considerable  body  of  men 
who  entered  under  the  Order  in  Council  of 
21st  March,  1890,  who  became  examiners 
at  the  reorganisation  of  1905,  and  from 
whose  ranks  men  have  been  chosen  for 
the  examination  of  accoimts  in  the 
Colonial  Audit  Branch,  and  volunteers 
have  been  called  for  to  serve  abroad, 
are  compelled  to  remain  for  periods 
varying  from  twelve  to  nineteen  years  at 
a  considerable  financial  disadvantage  as 
compared  with  contemporaries  in  other 
oflSces  with  inferior  certificates  who  have 


benefited  under  the  Order  in  Council  of 
December,  1907. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  why, 
seeing  that  members  of  the  Colonial 
Audit  Branch  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department  who  joined  that 
branch  before  the  amalgamation  did  so 
for  the  express  purpose  of  a  career 
abroad,  and  that  the  Department  now 
finds  great  difficulty  in  filling  vacancies 
which  occur  in  the  Colonies  and  Pro- 
tectorates, it  was  considered  necessary  to 
offer  them  exceptional  terms  as  an 
inducement  to  return  home. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  explain  why 
the  six  nominated  members  of  the  old 
Colonial  Audit  Branch  of  the  Exchequer 
and  Audit  Department,  who  were  serving 
at  headquarters  at  the  time  of  the 
amalgamation  on  a  scale  of  salary, 
£70,  £5,  £100,  being  unfit  for  service 
abroad  consequent  on  lack  of  training  or 
health,  were  immediately  advanced  to  a 
salary  of  £100  pear  annum,  whereas 
certain  Second  Division  clerks  who 
were  transferred  to  the  Colonial  Audit 
Branch,  consequent  on  the  breakdown  of 
the  system  till  then  in  force,  were  com- 
pelled to  continue  on  the  scale  that  the 
Colonial  Audit  Branch  men  had  been 
receiving. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hdbhouse.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  previous  replies 
in  connection  with  these  points. 


QUESTIONS  nr  THE  HOUSE. 

British-built  Warships. 
Mb.  HERBERT  (Buckindiamshire, 
Wycombe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  will  make 
it  a  condition  of  the  retention  of  firms 
upon  the  list  of  contractors  to  the  Admir- 
alty that  they  will  undertake  to  insert  in 
all  contracts  for  the  construction  of  ships 
of  war  for  any  foreign  Power  a  provision 
that  in  the  event  of  such  Power  desiring 
to  sell  any  such  warship  it  shall  be  first 
offered  to  His  Majesty's  GU)vemment. 

The  first  lord  op  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.)  :  It  is  not  proposed  to  insist  on  th^ 
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insertion  of  a  condition  in  the  terms  sug- 
gested As  m^  hon.  friend  will  observe, 
once  a  ship  built  in  this  country  has  been 
delivered  to  the  foreign  country  to  which 
it  belongs,  the  contractor  would  have  no 
means  of  enforcing  against  such  foreign 
Power  the  provision  which  he  suggests. 

Mb.  HERBERT:  Would  not  His 
Majesty's  Government  be  able  to  enforce 
iti 

Mb.  McKENNA:  The  contract  would 
not  be  between  the  Government  and  a 
foreign  Power.  It  would  be  between  the 
<K>ntractor  and  a  foreign  Power,  and  the 
contractor  would  have  no  power  to  en- 
force it. 

Mb.  HERBERT:  Might  not  the 
<}oTemment  be  given  the  right  under 
the  contract  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  do  not  think  any 
contract  made  between  a  contractor  and 
a  foreign  Government  could  give  the 
British  (Government  such  a  right. 

Mr.  HERBERT:  Are  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  advisers  unable  to  settle  any 
form  of  contract  which  would  give  such 
^  right  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  do  not  think  it  is 
conceivable  that  any  form  of  contract 
between  a  contractor  and  a  foreign 
Oovemment  would  give  it. 

Mr.  HERBERT:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  such  a  form  of  contract  ? 

Mr.  YOUNGER  (Ayr  Burghs) :  Might 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  insert  a 
clause  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  British  Govern- 
ment cannot  impose  on  a  contractor  a 
•condition  that  they  shall  have  a  right  of 
pre-emption  on  his  ship. 

Apprentices  on  Naval  Contract  Work. 
Mr.  CURRAN  (Durham,  Jarrow)  :  I 
beff  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Araiiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
firm  of  Mebsrs.  Hawthorn  and  Leslie, 
Wallsend,  have    drafted    a    number    of 


apprentices  to  Devonport  to  take  the 
place  of  men  withdrawn  from  work  on 
H.M.S.  "Temeraire"  on  account  of  a 
dispute  as  to  wages ;  and  what  action  he 
pi'oposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  question  as  to 
what  action  I  should  propose  to  take  in 
the  circumstances  alleged  by  the  hon. 
Member  does  not  arise,  as  there  appears 
to  be  no  foundation  for  the  statements 
made. 

Mr.  CURRAN  :  From  what  source 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  get  that 
information  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  From  the  Dockyard 
at  Devonport.  I  got  it  by  telegraph  this 
afternoon. 

Wallsend  Slipway  Company's  Employees. 

Mr.  CURRAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Wallsend  Slipway  Com- 
pany have  compelled  about  a  dozen 
draughtsmen,  under  threat  of  instant  dis- 
missal, to  perform  fitters'  work  on 
H.M.S.  "  Superb,"  at  Elswick  ;  and  what 
action  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  We  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  set  out  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Question ;  but  assuming 
the  facts  to  be  as  stated,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  ground  for  action  by  the 
Admiralty. 

Mr.  CURRAN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  this  is  a  breach  of 
the  Fair  Wages  Clause  f 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  have  eicamined 
the  question  and  am  unable  to  discover 
that  the  alleged  circumstances  constitute 
a  breach  of  the  clause.  It  does  not  deal 
with  fair  wages  at  all. 

Mr.  CURRAN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  firm  of  Leslie's 
have  Gk)vemment  contracts  overdue,  and 
are  asking  for  an  extension  of  time  on 
the  ground  of  labour  disputes  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  should  like  notice 
of  that  Question. 
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Admiralty  Payments  to  Quantity 

Surveyors. 

Mr.  guinness  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) : 

I  beg    to    ask    the    First  Lord  of   the 

Admiralty  what  sums  have  been  paid  by 

the  Admiralty  in  each  of  the  last  five 


vears  to  firms  of  quantity  surveyors ; 
now  many  firms  have  been  emploved, 
and  what  amounts  have  been  paid  ta 
each. 

Mr.  McKENNA  : 


Fees  paid  to  Quantity  Surveyors  from  1903  to  1908. 
Naval  Works  Acts  and  Vote  10  Works. 


Name. 

1903-4. 

1904-5. 

1905-6. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

Corderoy,  G.,  &  Co.  - 

£ 
33,842 

£ 
30,739 

£ 

28,411 

£ 
19,894 

£ 
13,671 

Deacon,  T.  M.  - 

— 

809 

315 

— 

137 

Franklin  &  Andrews 

— 

128 

73 

29 

— 

Gardiner  &  Theobald 

— 

122 

67 

— 

— 

Kitchen,  T.      -        -        - 

— 

— 

264 

— 

— 

Hodgson,  H.  M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

163 

Hunt  &  Steward 

— 

— 

46 

— 

— 

Lawrence,  B.,  &  Co. 

— 

59 

— 

— 

94 

Leaming,  J.,  &  Sons 

— 

457 

124 

145 

— 

Lorrimer,   Fairbaim  & 
Lightbody    - 

— 

53 

63 

18 

18 

Mann,  C.  J.,  &  Sons 

711 

1,222 

1,015 

1,562 

1,615 

Moreham  &  Gardiner 

— 

53 

123 

— 

— 

Eualt  &  Young 

-— 

280 

21 

— 

— 

Strudwick,  W.  H.  &  P.  B. 

622 

212 

— 

— 

— 

Welch  &  Atkinson  - 

83 

— 

— 

— 

Widnell  &  TroUope  - 

1,442 

1,609 

5,142 

597 

509 

Totals  - 

35,700 

35,743 

35,664 

22,245 

16,197 

Defence  of  Sea  Trade  Boutes. 
Mr.  STAVELET-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Eing8winford> :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admirals  whether,  in  view 
of  the  Report  of  the  Treasury  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  national  insurance 
for  merchant  ships,  and  of  its  conclusion 


that  the  latter  must  depend  for  proteo* 
tion  exclusively  upon  the  Navy,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Navy  list  shows^ 
that  we  have  but  sixty-seven  unarmoured 
cruisers,  most,  if  not  all,  of  which  would 
be  required  for  service  with  our  battle 
fleets,  with  which  our  armQ|i^(^|miisers. 
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are  also  mainly  intended  to  serve,  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  guarantee 
the  security  of  our  trade  routes  in  time 
of  war. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  While  we  do  not 
commit  ourselves  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  made  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Question,  the  reply  is  in  the  affirmative. 

German  Haval  Policy. 
Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Germany 
has  laid  down  thirty-six  destroyers  in  the 
last  three  years,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  increasing  the  number  of 
those  to  be  laid  down  during  a  similar 
period  by  this  country  from  seven  to  a 
figure  corresponding  with  that  of 
Germany. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  am  unable  to 
verify  the  figures  on  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  based  his  statement  that 
during  the  last  three  years  seven  British 
destroyers  were  laid  down.  As  to  the 
number  to  be  laid  down,  the  hon.  Member 
will  observe  that  in  the  present  year  it 
is  proposed  to  lay  down  sixteen. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL:  Is  it  not  the 
fact  that  the  German  destroyers  for  this 
year  are  already  laid  down  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  German  year 
differs  from  the  British  year,  and  that 
makes  it  impossible  to  draw  a  comparison. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  German  destroyers 
for  this  year  are  already  laid  down  t 

Mr.  McKENNA:  It  is  impossible  to 
make  a  comparison,  as  the  year's  pro- 
grammes do  not  cover  the  same  period. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Are  we  really  to  under- 
stand that  the  Government  do  not  know 
what  has  been  the  German  programme  in 
regard  to  destroyers  for  the  last  three 
years] 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  Admiralty  are 
perfectly  aware,  but  that  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  Question. 

H.M.S.  "Invincible"— Fair  Wage  Clause. 

Mr.   HUDSON   (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ; 

I    beg    to    ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 


Admiralty  if  he  can  now  say  why 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and 
Company,  Elswick,  have  not  carried  out 
the  Fair  W«b  Clause  in  their  contract 
on  H.M.S.  "Invincible,"  at  the  Elswick 
Works,  with  regard  to  the  wages  paid  to 
the  electrical  wire-workers. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  contractors 
state  that  they  pay  the  wages  generally 
accepted  as  current  for  competent  work- 
men in  their  trade,  and  the  evidence 
which  so  far  has  been  put  before  the 
Admiralty  is  not  inconsistent  with  that 
statement. 

♦Mr.  HUDSON:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  this  question  has 
been  pending  since  March  last,  and  as 
late  as  last  week  thirty-five  of  the  men 
were  paid  at  a  figure  below  the  standard 
rate  which  obtains  in  the  district  1 

Mr.  McKENNA :  We  have  examined 
the  evidence  we  have  been  able  to  obtain 
and  are  not  satisfied  that  wages  below 
the  current  rate  are  being  paid. 

♦Mr.  HUDSON  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  place  himself  in  communica- 
tion with  the  trade  union  of  the  electrical 
workers  and  obtain  from  them  a  statement 
as  to  the  wages  current  in  the  district  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  We  have  had  a 
communication,  but  I  am  not  sure  if  it 
came  from  the  trade  union.  I  rather 
think  it  did. 

(German  Haval  Expenditure. 
MR.BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
if  he  can  state  by  how  much  the  naval 
expenditure  of  Germany  was  above  or 
below  the  Estimates  in  the  years  1903  to 
1907,  inclusive ;  and  whether  any  reports 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Admiralty  as 
to  the  assistance  rendered  to  German 
naval  administration  and  expenditure 
by  the  State  ownership  of  canals  and 
railways. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  diflference 
between  the  naval  expenditure  of 
Germany  and  the  money  voted  is  as 
follows— In  1903-4  there  was  J&149,162 
more  expenditure  than  was  voted.  In 
1904-5  there  was  £464,600  loss;  in 
1905-6  there  was  £123,477  less;  in 
1906-7   there  was  £341,507   less;    for 
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1907-8  the  total  naval  expenditure  is  not 
yet  available.  We  have  no  official  infor- 
mation as  regards  the  latter  part  of  the 
Question. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  What  is  the 
authority  for  these  figures  t  They  do  not 
agree  with  the  Berun  Imperial  Gazette 
figures  t 

Mr.  MoKENNA:  They  are  official 
figures.  I  will  inquire  as  to  the 
divergence. 

The  Admiralty  and  the  Press. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  King's  Regulations  and 
Admiralty  Instructions  forbid  naval 
officers  holding  any  communications  with 
the  Press  and  so  prevent  them  from  con- 
tradicting statements  of  a  defamatory 
character;  and  whether  in  the  absence 
of  any  guidance  in  the  King's  Regula- 
tions and  Admiralty  Instructions,  he  can 
state  if  they  are  free  to  take  proceedings 
for  libel  when  a  newspaper  of  repute 
Submits  them  to  malicious  and  defamatory 
attacks. 
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Mr.  McKENNA  :  As  regards  the  first 
part  of  the  Question,  the  existing  rule, 
as  laid  down  in  circular  letter  of  21st 
November  last,  is  that  all  persons  be- 
longing to  the  Fleet  are  forbidden  to 
write  for  publication  or  to  publish  or 
cause  to  be  published,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  any  matter  or  information 
relating  to  the  naval  service  unless  the 
permission  of  the  Admiralty  has  been 
first  obtained.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  an  officer  on 
half-pay  or  on  the  retired  list  would  be 
free  to  act,  should  he  so  elect,  without 
formal  reference  to  the  Admiralty,  sub- 
ject to  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
naval  service.  An  officer  on  full  pay  or 
serving  under  the  Admiralty  on  salary 
would,  as  a  matter  of  discipline,  apply  to 
the  Admiralty  for  sanction  of  his  pro- 
posed proceedings. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS :  In  the  event  of  its 
beine  against  the  paramount  interest  of 
the  Navy  for  an  officer  on  full  pay  to 
bring  a  libel  action,  do  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  colleagues  recognise 
their  special  obligation  to  defend  an 
officer  whose  reputation  is  assailed  by 
falsehoods  circulated  in  a  paper  of  repute  ? 


Mr.  MoKENNA:  I  have  no  case 
before  me  in  which  ic  is  alleged  that  it  ia 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  service  that  any 
officer  on  full  pay  should  bring  an  action 
for  libel.  I  cannot  consider  the  question 
unless  I  have  a  specific  case  before  me. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS:  Is  any  statement 
going  to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
occurrence  in  the  Channel  Fleet  under 
Lord  Charles  Beresford  t 

Mr,  McKENNA  :  That  is  an  entirely 
different  question.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Question  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  Does  the 
regulation  quoted  apply  to  naval  officers 
employed  at  the  Admiralty  or  on  the 
staff  of  the  Admiralty  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  regulations 
would  apply  universally  through  the 
service. 

Ohain  Cable  Contracts. 
Mr.  J.  JOHNSON  (Gateshead) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Government  has  extendea 
the  period  of  a  contract  for  chain  cables 
and  mooring  chains  entered  into  with 
several  firms  of  chain-makers,  under  which 
arrangement  other  employers  have  been 
debarred  from  tendering;  if  so,  will 
he  say  on  what  grounds  such  preference 
is  justified  ;  and  whether,  in  future,  he 
will  see  that  equal  opportunity  is  given 
to  all  firms  to  tender  for  such  contracts. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Pending  the  pre- 
paration of  certain  technical  details  for  a 
new  contract,  the  existing  arrangements 
have  been  temporarily  continued  to  meet 
current  requirements.  As  soon  as  the 
necessary  particulars  are  available  the 
usual  opportunity  will  be  afforded  to  all 
firms. 

Land  Trade  between  Persia  and 
British  India. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  the  disturbed  condition 
of  Persia  has  adversely  affected  the 
traffic  to  and  from  India  by  the  Quetta- 
Nushki  route. 

The  under  SECRETARYofSTATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan,  Perthshire, 
E.):    The    figures    of    the    land    trade 
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between  Persia  and  British  India  via  Bind 
and  British  Baluchistan,  the  bulk  of 
which,  presumably,  went  by  the  Nushki 
route,  show  an  increase  for  1907-8  as 
compared  with  the  two  preceding  years. 
The  value  of  the  total  trade  by  the 
Nushki  route  for  1907-8  was  the  biggest 
on  record. 

Sylhet  Bomb  Factory. 
♦Mb.  REES  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of   State  for  India  whether  a 
branch  of  the  ManicktoIIah  bomb  factory 
has  been  discovered  in  Sylhet  ? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  no  official  information  on  this 
subject,  but  he  gathers  from  the  news- 
papers that  arrests  have  been  made  at  a 
place  in  the  Sylhet  district  of  persons 
who  admit  being  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bombs  for  revolutionary 
purposes. 

Mb.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  Was  this  information  obtained 
through  Renter's  agency ) 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  cannot  say. 


Onn  Banning  on  the  AS^han  Frontier. 

♦Mr.  BEES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
India  Office  has  information  to  the  efifect 
that  another  large  caravan  of  arms  is  in 
transit  through  Persian  Baluchistan  to 
the  Afghan  frontier ;  and  whether  it  is 
proposed,  by  strengthening  our  patrol  in 
the  Persian  Gulf,  or  by  representation  to 
the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  to  deal  with  a  state 
of  affairs  which  is  a  menace  to  the  North- 
West  frontier. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Answer  to 
the  first  Question  is  in  the  negative ;  the 
last  caravan  of  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  information  must  have  reached 
its  destination  some  weeks  ago.  Every 
possible  means  is  taken  by  action  on  the 
coast  and  otherwise  to  stop  the  traffic, 
and,  as  was  stated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  30th 
June,  the  question  of  the  traffic  at 
Muscat  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Conference  now  sitting  at  Brussels. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  It  seems  there  is  a  regular 
gun-running  season  for  three  months  in 
the  year. 


Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  from 
what  country  the  arms  conveyed  by  this 
caravan  came  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  am  unable 
to  say. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  suggested  that 
the  Government  should  send  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomery  Boroughs  out 
to  patrol  the  Persian  Gulf,  or  to  act  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Sultan  of 
Muscat. 

Sedition  in  Northern  India. 
♦Mr.  REES :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
Muslim  community  of  Madras,  in  public 
meeting  assembled,  has  expressed  its  con- 
demnation of  the  growing  sedition  of 
Northern  India,  and  assured  the  Govern- 
ment of  its  own  staunch  loyalty  to  British 
rule. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  have  seen  in 
the  Press  a  notice  of  the  meeting  referred 
to,  and  my  hon  friend  is  no  doubt  aware 
that  meetings  of  a  similar  character  have 
been  held  in  other  parts  of  India. 

Indian  Civil  Service. 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
local  Governments  and  high  judicial 
authorities  consulted,  condemned  the 
proposed  separation  of  executive  and 
judicial  functions  in  the  Indian  Civil 
Service ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  opinions 
of  such  Governments  and  authorities  will 
be  made  public. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  opinions  oi 
the  local  Governments  and  other  author- 
ities consulted  on  this  subject  have  not 
yet  reached  the  Secretary  of  State :  it  is 
not  possible,  therefore,  to  say  whether 
they  are  papers  which  could  suitably  be 
made  public. 

Indian  Excise  Administration. 
Sir  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
reply  of  the  Government  of  India  to  the 
statement  relative  to  Excise  administra- 
tion, submitted  to  him  on  the  17th 
October  last  and  forwarded  for  con- 
sideration and  report  to  the  Government 
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of  India,  has  now  been  received;  and 
whether  he  will  lay  Papers  upon  the 
Table  before  the  end  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  reply  has  not  yet  been  received. 

Calcntta  Liauor  Shops— Hour  of  Closing. 
Sir  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Indian 
Excise  Commission  recommended  that 
liquor  shops  in  India  should  be  closed  at 

9  p.m.,  and  that  this  recommendation  was 
approved^by  the  Grovemment  of  India; 
and  whether  any  special  reasons  exist  for 
the  extension  of  the  hour  of  closing  to 

10  p.m.  in  the  case  of  liquor  shops  situated 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  mills  in  Calcutta. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Indian  Excise 
Commission  recommended  that  as  a 
general  rule  the  closing  hour  should  be 
9  o'clock,  but  that  this  limit  should  be 
relaxed  in  special  cases,  when  a  special 
fee  should  l^  levied.  The  Government 
of  Bengal  has  been  advised  by  the 
Calcutta  'Licensing  Committee  that  ex- 
tension is  necessary  in  the  case  of 
particular  shops  in  certain  localities  where 
owing  to  late  shifts  at  mills,  docks,  etc., 
the  workers  do  not  leave  work  until  a  late 
hour.  Such  cases  are  dealt  with  on  their 
merits  by  the  Board  of  Revenue,  under 
power  given  to  it  by  the  Excise  Act. 

Calcutta  Country  and  Foreign  Liquor 
Licences. 

Sir  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Indian  Excise  Commis- 
sion recommended  the  entire  separation 
of  the  country  liquor  and  foreign  liquor 
licences  in  Calcutta,  with  such  a  redistri- 
bution of  facilities  as  would  not  increase 
the  number  of  sites ;  whether  this 
proposal  was  provisionally  approved  by 
the  Government  of  India ;  and  whether 
effect  has  been  given  to  the  proposal 
under  the  resolution  of  the  Government 
of  Bengal  recently  issued  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Answer  to 
the  first  two  Questions  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. With  regard  to  the  last  Question, 
the  Government  of  Bengal  has  not  given 
complete  effect  to  the  recommendation, 
as  separation  cannot,  in  their  opinion,  be 
effected  in  Calcutta  without  an  undesir- 
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able  increase  in  the  number  of  liquor 
shops.  But  it  has  issued  instructions 
which  will  reduce  considerably  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  licences  for  the 
two  classes  of  liquor  are  held  conjointly. 

The  Sentence  on  Mr.  Tilak. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  for  India  will  recom- 
mend His  Majesty  the  King  to  extend 
his  clemency  to  Mr.  Tilak,  in  view  of  the 
position  he  holds  in  the  Indian  national 
movement,  and  remit  a  portion  of  his 
sentence,  with  a  view  to  allajring  to  some 
extent  the  present  unrest  in  India.'' 

*Mr.  REES  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  thought  that  expressions  of 
sympathy  in  the  House  with  notorious 
enemies  of  British  rule  were  likely  to 
have  the  effect  of  '*  allaying  to  some 
extent  the  present  unrest  in  India." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  think  the 
Answer  I  have  to  make  will  cover  both 
Questions.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  take  the  actioa 
suggested  in  the  Question.  My  hon. 
friend  hardly  realises  the  nature  of  the 
charge  on  which  Mr.  Tilak  was  convicted 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  trial.  The 
trial  lasted  ten  days  before  a  judge  of  the 
Bombay  High  Court  with  a  special  jury. 
Mr.  Tilak  was  convicted  by  seven  out  of 
nine  jurymen  of  offences  under  Section 
124a  and  153a  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code* 
At  the  beginning  of  the  trial  he  exercised 
his  full  rights  of  challenge,  objecting  ta 
six  Europeans,  one  Jew,  and  one  Hindu* 
He  spoke  for  several  days  in  his  owa 
defence.  In  passing  sentence  the  judge 
said — "The  articles  are  seething  with 
sedition ;  they  preach  violence ;  they 
speak  of  murder  with  approval ;  and  the 
cowardly  and  atrocious  act  of  committing 
murder  with  bombs  not  only  seems  to 
meet  with  the  prisoner's  approval,  but  he 
hails  the  advent  of  the  bomb  in  India  as 
if  something  had  come  to  India  for  its 
good."  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
agree  with  me  that  writings  of  such  a^ 
character  cannot  fairly  be  held  to  fall 
under  the  exception  made  by  the  Penal 
Code  in  favour  of  "  comments  expressing 
disapprobation  of  the  measures  or  action 
of  the  Government  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  their  alteration  by  lawful 
means."    The  Government   deliberately 
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instituted  these  proceedings  in  a  Court 
of  Law,  and  in  a  case  of  this  kind  for 
them  immediately  to  traverse  the  verdict 
of  the  Court  or  precipitately  to  set  aside 
its  sentence,  would  be  to  stultify  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  KEIR  HAEDIE  asked  if  the 
article  could  now  be  published  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper  to  give  the  House 
and  the  country  the  opportunity  for 
learning  what  foundation  there  was  for 
the  language  used  by  the  Judge. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  could  make 
no  promise  of  the  kind. 

Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
Can  a  copy  be  placed  in  the  Library  1 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  1  can  give  no 
pledge. 

*Mr,  REES  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  that  copies  could 
be  obtained  at  the  office  of  the  paper 
called  India, 

Sir  H.  COTTON  asked  if  the  sub- 
stance of  the  article  published  in  The 
Times  was  correct. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincohishire,  Sleaford) 
asked  if  the  proportion  of  seven 
Europeans  to  two  natives  was  the  usual 
proportion  on  special  juries  in  Bombay. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  cannot  say. 
There  were  on  the  jury  seven  Europeans 
and  two  Parsees,  and  the  Judge  was  a 
Parsee  gentleman. 

Mr.  LUPTON  :  And  then  there  was 
a  division  of  opinion  on  the  jury  1 


Mr.     BUCHANAN : 
already  stated  so. 


Yes ;     I    have 


Mr.  MACKABNESS  (Berkshire, 
Newbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  sentence  of  six  years'  transportation 
recently  passed  upon  Mr.  Tilak  can  be 
made  the  subject  of  appeal;  whether  a 
sentence  of  transportation  involves  the 
removal  of  the  prisoner  to  a  penal  settle- 
ment;   and,  if  so,    what   is   the  nature 


of  the  punishment  to  which  he  is  there 
subject. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  No  appeal  lies  ta 
the  High  Court  from  any  order  or  sen* 
tence  passed  by  a  Judge  exercising  the 
original  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  but 
points  of  law  may  be  reserved  for  con- 
sideration. The  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  may  give  special  leave 
to  appeal  in  cases  where  grave  and  sub- 
stantial injustice  appears  to  have  been 
done.  The  appeal,  in  such  cases,  lies  to 
the  Judicial  Committee.  A  sentence  of 
transportation  may  involve  the  removal 
of  a  prisoner  to  a  penal  settlement,  but 
does  not  necessarily  do  so ;  the  prisoner 
may  be  sent  instead  to  a  Central  Jail 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  A  prisoner 
sentenced  to  transportation  is  subject 
for  a  time  to  solitary  confinement :  he 
is  then  put  to  some  form  of  work  with 
the  other  prisoners,  and  may  obtain 
various  privileges  by  good  conduct. 

Bombay  Factory  Workers'  Disturbances* 
Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  there  have  been  disturb- 
ances amongst  the  factory  workers  of 
Bombay ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  has  any 
information  showing  that  these  are  largely 
attributable  to  the  excessive  hours  of 
work ;  and  whether  the  Government 
proposes  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  Secretary  of 
State  understands  that  the  disturbances 
which  have  occurred  in  the  factory  quarter 
of  Bombay  are  not  exclusively  connected 
with  labour  questions,  although,  as  my 
hon.  friend  is  aware,  the  subject  of  the 
hours  of  labour  has  recently  been  in* 
vestigatcd  by  the  Factory  Commission, 
whose  Report  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. He  is  informed  that  they  are 
connected  with  political  agitation,  by 
which  pressure  has  been  exercised  on 
the  Hindu  mill  hands  to  come  out  on 
strike,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  attack 
Europeans.  The  Mahomedan  factory 
workers  have  not  joined  in  the  rioting, 
and  resent  the  enforced  loss  of    wages. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
Had  the  Factory  Inspector  to  be  aflforded 
police  protection  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  have  seen  & 
statement  to  that  eifect. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


1219 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


1220 


IaW  of  Transportation  in  India. 
Sir  H.  cotton  :  I  beg  to  ask  tlie 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 
can  state  what  is  the  law  in  regard  to 
transportation  in  India  ;  and  whether 
there  is  any  authority  or  precedent  for 
sending  a  convicted  offender  to  the 
Andamans  for  a  period  of  less  than  seven 
years. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  lawinre^rd 
to  transportation  in  India  is  contained 
in  Sections  53,  55,  57-59  of  the  Indian 
Penal  Code,  and  the  sections  of  that  code 
prescribing  transportation  as  the  penalty 
tor  particular  offences.  Section  r24a 
enables  the  person  convicted  under  that 
section  to  be  *'  punished  with  transporta- 
tion for  life  or  any  other  shorter  term." 
There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
legality  of  a  sentence  of  transportation 
for  less  than  seven  years. 

Sir  H.  COTTON:  Is  there  not  a 
statutory  rule  which  limits  transportation 
to  cases  of  seven  years  punishment  and 
does  not  permit  it  in  the  case  of  persons 
over  forty-five  years  of  age  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  that,  but  I  would  refer  my  hon.  friend 
to  the  various  sections  of  the  Penal  Code 
which  govern  the  law  relating  to 
transportation. 

Prosecutions  for  Sedition  in  India. 
Sir  H.  COTTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  -  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  grant  a  Return  of  prose- 
cutions for  seditious  speeches  and  writings 
which  have  been  instituted  in  India  since 
1st  January,  1907,  showing  the  names  of 
the  persons  charged,  the  courts  which 
tried  them,  the  precise  character  of  the 
charge,  and  the  decision  in  each  case. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  move  for  a  Return  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  instruct  the  Government  of 
India  to  prepare  it. 

Sentences  for  Treason  at  Tinnevelly. 

Sir  H.  COTTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  Chidambaram  Pillay  and  Sub- 
ramania  Siva,  who  were  lately  convicted 
of  treason  and  were  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation for  life  and  for  ten  years 
respectively  by  the    district    judge    of 


Tinnevelly,  have  appealed  against  the 
sentence ;  and,  if  so,  what  has  been  the 
result  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  no  information  as  to  whether 
an  appeal  has  been  filed. 

Treatment  of  Prisoners  in  India. 
Sir  H.  COTTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  character  of  the  sentences  which 
are  being  passed  in  India  on  persons 
who  are  accused  of  seditious  utterances  ; 
and  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  issuing  instructions 
which  will  prohibit  the  herding  of  political 
offenders  with  common  criminals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  Secretary  of 
State  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
take  action  in  the  manner  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member.  The  punishment  for 
offences  under  Section  124a  Indian  Penal 
Code  varies  over  a  wide  range,  from  fine 
without  any  imprisonment  through  simple 
imprisonment  and  rigorous  imprisonment 
up  to  transportation  for  life.  As  regards 
simple  imprisonment,  Inspectors-General 
of  Gaols  already  have  authority  to  order 
the  provision  of  separate  accommodation 
for  prisoners  in  certain  cases. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  Is 
there  anything  in  Indian  legislation 
which  makes  incitement  to  murder  a 
political  offence ) 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Indian  Belief  Works. 
Mr.  R.  HARCOUBT  (Montrose 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  it  is 
proposed  to  lay  before  Parliament  papers 
giving  an  account  of  the  relief  works 
recently  carried  out  in  India,  particularly 
in  the  United  Provinces,  in  continuation 
of  Famine  Commission  Beports  already 
issued. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  On  the  conclusion 
of  the  present  relief  operations  full  re- 
ports regarding  them  will  be  submitted 
by  the  several  local  Governments,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  then  be  glad 
to  consider  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  Papers  might  with  advantage  be 
presentea. 
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Bombay  Factories  Oommission. 
Mr.  bees  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
India  Office  has  information  that  the 
factory  workers  in  Bombay  have  depre- 
cated interference  with  the  system  under 
which  they  work;  and  whether  the 
Factory  Commission  has  reported  that 
the  hours  of  work  in  Bombay  factories 
are  not  excessive. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Commission's 
Report,  which  will  be  presented  shortljp-, 
will  show  the  hon.  Member  that  he  is 
under  a  misapprehension  in  respect  of 
both  points  of  his  Question. 

Oarib  Oanal,  St.  Vincent 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
was  the  original  cost  of  the  Carib  Canal 
in  St.  Vincent,  and  by  whom  was  it 
borne. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby)  :  I 
cannot  supply  the  information,  but  the 
Governor  will  be  asked  to  do  so,  if  my 
hon.  friend  wishes. 

♦Mr.  LAMONT  (Buteshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  disuse  of  the  Carib 
freshwater  Canal  in  the  island  of  St. 
Vincent  has  prejudicially  affected  the 
districts  which  it  formerly  served;  and 
whether  its  reopening  is  stated  by  the 
Grovernor  of  the  Colony  to  be  an  essential 
preliminary  to  their  development. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  Yes,  Sir,  and  recog- 
nising these  considerations,  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  agreed  to  a  loan  to  Mr. 
Porter,  in  addition  to  the  free  grant  of 
£1,600  already  sanctioned,  though  not  a 
loan  from  the  invested  portion  of  the 
Eruption  Fund. 

St.  Vincent  Eruption  Belief  Fund. 
Mr.  LAMONT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  state  the  total  amount 
subscribed  for  the  St.  Vincent  Eruption 
Belief  Fimd,  and  the  amount  of  the  un- 
expended balance  of  that  fund. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  amount  sub- 
scribed was  £73,3^40.     The  unexpended 


balance  consists  of  the  £25,000  invested. 
The  rest  or  practically  all  the  rest  has 
now  been  expended  or  definitely  allocated 
for  expenditure. 

Carib  Oanal  Loan. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state  when  the 
despatches  from  the  Gk)vernor  of  the 
Windwards,  recommending  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  assent  to  a  loan 
from  the  Eruption  Fund  for  the  purpose 
of  reopening  the  Carib  Canal,  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table. 

Colonel  SEELY :  It  is  not  proposed 
to  lay  the  despatches.  The  chief  des- 
patches recommending  a  loan  are  marked 
*'  Confidential,"  except  one,  and  that  deals 
with  the  business  and  family  affairs  of 
private  individuals,  and  could  not  properly 
be  published.  . 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  a  copy  of  the  Memo- 
randum from  the  Gk)vernor  of  the  Wind- 
wards with  regard  to  the  Carib  Canal 
question  which  was  read  by  the  Admini- 
strator of  St.  Vincent  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Legislative  Council  on  30th  May. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  just  received  a  copy  of  the 
Memorandum  referred  to.  He  does  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  lay  it. 

Parsee  Indian  in  Natal. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston^ :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  6tate  for 
the  Colonies  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Shapurji,  a 
Parsee  Indian  resident  of  Charlestown,. 
Natal,  who  has  been  arrested  and  ordered 
to  leave  the  Transvaal  as  a  prohibited 
immigrant  although  he  was  able  to  fulfil 
all  the  educational  requirements  of  the 
Immigration  Laws  of  that  Colony;  and 
whether,  in  assenting  to  this  law,  Hi& 
Majesty's  Government  understood  the 
test  of  desirability  to  be  one  of  race  or  of 
education. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  made  telegraphic  inquiry  with 
regard  to  this  case  and  other  British 
Indian  complaints,  but  no  reply  has  yet 
been  received  and,  pending  theG^enior's. 
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Beport,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  any 
iitatement. 

Island  of  St.  Vincent  Bevenne. 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  what  was  the  floating  balance 
•of  revenue  of  the  Island  of  St.  Vincent  at 
the  end  of  the  last  financial  year. 

Colonel  SEELY:  On  the  31st  of 
March  last  the  surplus  of  assets  was 
£6,258  3s.  4d.  Against  this,  however, 
there  is  a  sum  of  £700  due  to  the 
Treasury  at  home,  in  refund  of  an  over- 
payment from  Parliamentary  Grants  in 
Aid. 

St.  Vincent  Belief  Fnnd— The  Carib 
Canal 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  what  were  the  purposes  for 
which  the  St.  Vincent  Relief  Fund  was 
collected ;  and  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
disuse  of  the  Carib  Canal. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  relief  fund 
was  subscribed  for  the  relief  of  distress. 
The  disuse  of  the  canal  was  caused  by 
the  eruptions. 

Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  when 
he  will  lay  Papers  upon  the  Table  with 
regard  to  his  refusal  of  the  request  from 
the  Government  of  St.  Vincent  for  author- 
ity to  make  a  loan  from  the  Eruption 
Fund, 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  Grentleman  to  the  Answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Blackpool  It  is  not 
proposed  to  lay  Papers  on  this  subject 

South  African  Compensation  Fund. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  te  the  loss  o£ 
X41,420  7s.  lid.  entailed  on  the  Exche- 
quer through  the  failure  of  the  Colonial 
Office  to  reply  to  the  High  Commissioner 
of  South  Africa  as  to  the  allocation  of  the 
charge  for  the  administration  of  the  Com- 
pensations Fund  between  Great  Britain 
And  the  Transvaal ;  whether  the  responsi- 
bility for  this  loss  has  been  brought  nome 
to  any  particular  official ;  and  what  action 
has  been  taken  in  the  matter. 


Colonel  SEELY :  I  would  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  my  reply  to  a  similar 
Question  yesterday. 

Crown  Colonists  Stranded  in  England. 

Mr.  OWEN  PHILIPPS  (Pembroke 
and  Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  there  is  any  public  fund  to  defray 
the  cost  of  return  to  their  native  land  of 
inhabitants  of  the  Crown  Colonies  v»ho 
may  be  unfortunately  stranded  in 
England :  and,  if  not,  whether  the 
Government  will  favourably  consider  the 
question  of  providing  a  fund  for  this 
purpose. 

Colonel  SEELY :  There  is  no  public 
fund  which  could  be  ear-marked  to  the 
purposes  which  my  hon.  friend  mentions. 
The  matter  is  one  of  great  difficulty,  but 
the  Secretary  of  State  proposes  to  take  it 
into  early  consideration. 

Kingston  Wharves  and  Railways. 
Mr.  OWEN  PHILIPPS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  (governor  of  Jamaica, 
since  his  return  to  the  island,  has  been 
able  to  advise  him  of  any  progress  in  the 
scheme  for  connecting  the  Government 
railways  with  all  the  wharves  of  King- 
ston; and  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
the  neighbouring  island  of  Cuba  the  ports 
are  being  rapidly  developed  in  connection 
with  the  railways. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  Governor  has 
not  yet  reported  as  to  the  progress  of  the 
scheme  referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  do  so  as 
soon  as  he  can.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have 
no  official  information  as  to  what  is  being 
done  in  Cuba. 

Swing's  House,  Jamaica. 
Mr.  OWEN  PHILLIPS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  damage  to  the 
King's  House  at  Jamaica,  cau^  by  the 
earthquake  in  J<uiuary,  1907,  has  yet 
been  repaired;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
ascertain  when  the  Kind's  House  will  be 
a^ain  fit  for  habitation  by  the  Grovemor 
of  the  Colony. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  money  for  re- 
building King's  House  in  St.  Andrew  has 
baen  voted  by  the  Legislative  Counoil, 
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and  the  Vote  has  been  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  Governor's 
recent  visit  to  this  country  was  chiefly 
concerned  with  the  arrangements  for  this 
and  other  public  building  work,  and  I 
understand  that  the  question  of  the 
acceptance  of  a  tender  for  the  restoration 
of  King's  House  is  now  under  the 
Governor's  consideration.  The  Grovemor 
will  be  asked  when  he  anticipates  being 
able  to  re-occupy  the  house. 

The  Sultanate  of  Bruni. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  His  Majesty's  Gk)vern- 
ment,  when  establishing  a  British  resi- 
dency in  the  Sultanate  of  Bruni,  has  also 
assumed  any  responsibility  other  than 
advisory  to  that  State,  and,  if  so,  what 
are  the  limitations  of  any  such  authority 
prescribed  by  His  Majestjr's  Grovemment ; 
will  he  say  from  what  source  year  by 
year  since  such  recent  residency  was 
established  the  expenditure  connected 
therewith,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
has  been  defrayed :  and  if  any,  how  much, 
of  the  money  applied  as  above-mentioned 
has  been  borrowed  or  granted  from  the 
purse  of  either  the  Federated  Malay 
States  or  from  that  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments ;  will  he  state  the  amounts  given  or 
lent  by  either  or  both,  the  rate  of  interest 
charged  on  such  loans,  and  what  prospect 
there  is  of  repayment. 

Colonel  SEELY:  The  treaty  with 
the  Sultan  of  Brunei,  which  was  signed 
in  1905,  provides  that  the  advice  of  the 
British  Resident  must  be  taken  and 
Acted  upon  in  all  questions  in  Brunei 
other  than  those  affecting  the  Mohamme- 
dan religion  in  order  that  a  similar 
system  may  be  established  to  that  exist- 
ing in  other  Malay  States  now  under 
British  protection.  His  Majesty's  Gk)vem- 
ment,  tnerefore,  through  the  Resident, 
control  the  whole  admmistration  of  the 
State,  except  where  religious  matters  are 
concerned.  The  Resident  of  Brunei  is 
also  Resident  of  Labuan,  which  is  now 
part  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  in 
view  of  that  fact  he  draws  a  salary  from 
Straits  Settlements  funds,  a  sum  of  £600 
a  year  being  paid  from  Imperial  funds  to 
the  Straits  Settlements  in  consideration 
of  the  Consular  work  performed  by  this 
officer.  The  other  expenses  of  the  Resi- 
dential system  are  borne  by  Brunei  funds. 
To  enable  the  Gk)vernment  of  the  State 


to  buy  up  a  number  of  monopolies  and 
concessions,  and  to  put  the  new  system 
into  working  order,  the  Federated  Malay 
States  advanced  to  Brunei  the  sum  of 
$200,000,  without  interest.  I  cannot  say 
when  this  sum  is  likely  to  be  repaid.  No 
grant  or  loan  has  been  made  by  the 
Straits  Settlements. 

Trade  of  Brunei. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  the  value  of  the  export  and  import 
trade  of  Brunei  for  the  last  year  for  which 
figures  can  be  obtained  ;  whether  a  poll 
tax  of  $2  per  head  has  been  imposed  on 
the  Kadayans  in  the  Muara  district, 
and,  if  so,  by  whose  authority ;  whether 
such  an  imposition  is  not  directly  in 
contravention  of  Clause  3  in  the  Farms 
lease  held  by  His  Highness  the  Rajah  of 
Sarawak  from  the  late  Sultan  of  Brunei ; 
whether  it  was  proposed  to  exact  a 
similar  tax  from  the  Brunei  Malays  ;  and 
whether  the  cause  of  remitting,  or  of  not 
imposing,  such  tax  in  such  quarters  was 
the  expressed  or  the  anticipated  intention 
of  these  Malays  to  emigrate  from  Brunei. 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  am  unable  to 
furnish  any  reliable  figures  as  to  the 
Trade  of  Bruni.  In  1906  the  dutiable 
imports  were  valued  at  $60,878  and  the 
dutiable  exports  at  $1,560,  but  no  record 
was  taken  of  the  value  of  articles  on 
which  no  duty  was  levied.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  no  information  with 
regard  to  the  other  points  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  the  High  Commissioner 
will  be  asked  for  a  Report. 

West  Indian  Banana  Trade. 
*Mr.  LAMONT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  an  annual 
subsidy,  at  first  of  £10,000  and  latterly 
of  £20,000,  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  since  July,  1899,  to  the  Imperial 
Direct  West  India  Mail  Service, 
principally  in  order  to  encourage  a  trade 
in  bananas  between  Jamaica  and  Eng- 
land ;  whether  during  the  financial  year 
1907-8  a  total  of  15,847,5i^0  bunches  of 
bananas  were  exported  from  Jamaica,  ot 
which  14,505,911  bunches  were  shipped 
to  the  United  States  and  only  J, 239,500 
to  England ;  and  whether  he  will  give 
notice  to  terminate  this  contract  at  its 
expiry  on  15th  January,  1911,  seeing 
that  £20,000  paid  by  the  taxpayers  of 
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the  United  Kingdom  for  the  advantage 
of  receiving  1,239,500  bunches  of  bananas 
is  equivalent  to  the  bounty  of  fourpence 
per  bunch,  and  that  a  sufficient  supply  of 
this  fruit  can  be  obtained,  without 
subsidy,  from  other  West  Indian  Colonies, 
from  the  Canary  Islands,  and  from  other 
parts  of  the  globe. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  am  aware  gener- 
ally of  the  conditions  of  the  service 
referred  to.  The  question  as  to  the 
renewal  or  termination  of  the  service  is 
one  which  will  no  doubt  receive  very 
careful  consideration,  but,  as  the  contract 
does  not  expire  for  some  years,  it  would 
be  premature  to  consider  it  now. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
May  I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  this 
subsidy  was  not  granted  in  order  to  assist 
in  developing  the  banana  trade  generally, 
and  whether  this  proportion  )of  14,000,000 
bunches  and  1,000,000  bunches  to  the 
United  States  and  England  respectively 
does  not  represent  the  purest  principles 
of  free  trade  ? 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  do  not  know 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  means  by  the 
"purest  principles  of  free  trade."  I 
should  hardly  think  he  is  a  good  judge. 
I  would  only  add  that  my  hon.  friend 
is  quite  right  in  supposing  that  there 
are  other  considerations  involved  besides 
the  encouragement  of  the  trade  between 
Jamaica  and  England. 

♦Mr.  BYLES  (SaKord,  N.) :  Was  not 
this  contract  made  in  the  reign  of  the 
protectionist  Party  ? 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  do  not  know 
what  the  particular  views  of  the  Party 
were  at  the  time  this  contract  was 
entered  into. 

Dominica  Light  Bailway. 
♦Mr.  LAMONT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  proposals  have  recently  been 
made  to  the  Government  of  the  Leeward 
Islands  regarding  the  formation  of  a 
company  to  build,  on  the  land-grant 
system,  a  light  railway  into  the  interior 
of  the  island  of  Dominica,  with  a  view 
to  the  development  of  its  resources; 
whether  negotiations  are  in  progress; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Colonial  Office 
regards  the  project  with  a  favourable  eye. 


Colonel  SEELY :  Yes,  Sir,  a  syndicate 
has  been  in  negotiation  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Dominica  since  about  a  year  ago 
with  regard  to  the  construction  of  a  Ught 
railway  up  the  Layou  valley.  The 
Secretary  of  State  regards  the  project 
favourably. 

Imports  of  Live  Cattle. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afifairs  if  he  will  state  what  countries 
have  made  representations  to  His 
Majesty's  Gk)vemment  with  reference  to 
unrestricted  importation  of  live  cattle, 
and  the  nature  of ^ such  representations; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
all  foreign  countries  impose  quarantine 
restrictions  of  a  severe  nature,  he  can 
state  if  any  have  made  any  suggestions 
for  reciprocal  arrangements  for  free  trade 
and  abandon  of  quarantine  restrictions 
imposed  by  them. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  Since 
the  present  Government  have  been  in 
office  representations  have  been  made  by 
the  Governments  of  Norway  and  Sweden 
asking  that  the  regulations  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  live  cattle  from  those 
countries  might  be  revoked.  The  Answer 
to  the  last  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative. 

Cancellation  of  Venezuelan  Ooncessions- 

Mr.  H.  GOOCH  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  cancellation  by  the  Venezuelan 
Government  of  certain  concessions  held 
by  British  subjects  ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
he  has  taken  or  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  am  aware 
that  the  Venezuelan  Government  have 
cancelled  two  concessions,  the  one  for  the 
manufacture  and  the  sale  of  matches, 
originally  granted  to  a  Venezuelan 
citizen  and  subsequently  transferred  to  a 
Venezuelan  company,  and  the  other  for 
working  the  salt  deposits  of  Venezuela, 
originally  granted  to  a  British  subject 
and  subsequently  transferred  to  a 
Venezuelan  company,  the  shares  of  both 
enterprises  being  now,  it  is  understoodt 
controlled  by  two  British  companies  re- 
spectively.     The  matter  is  at  present 
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under  consideratum ;  it  presents  many 
difficolties  owing  to  looal  peculiarities 
w^ich  operate  adversely  to  the  interests 
of  all  countries. 


Franco-Oanadian  Treaty. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afifairs  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position 
to  lay  Papers  upon  the  Table  relating  to 
the  Franco-Canadian  negotiations  in 
respect  of  the  most-favoured  nation  clause. 

S[R  EDWARD  GREY :  For  the  present 
T  am  not  in  a  position  to  add  to  the 
Answer  which  I  returned  to  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  on  30th  ultimo. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  Are  there 
any  means  of  expediting  the  negotiations  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  As  far  as  I 
understand,  the  subject  of  the  treaty  is 
still  under  consideration  in  Paris. 

The  Release  of  Mr.  Clark  Kennedy. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Suite  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  the  rapid  release  of  Mr.  Clark 
Kennedy  from  the  brigands  in  Morocco 
was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment announced  that  no  ransom  would 
be  paid ;  and  if  this  resolution  will  be 
strictly  adhered  to  in  the  future. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  that  I 
do  not  know.  If  British  subjects,  in 
pursuit  of  their  own  pleasure  or  business, 
and  in  no  public  character,  are  captured 
by  brigands  in  Morocco,  there  will 
certainly  not  be  any  advance  from  the 
British  Exchequer  for  the  purposes  of 
ransom,  and  anyone  who  counts  upon  it 
under  any  circumstances  is  likely  to  be. 
disappointed. 

Mr.  FELL:  Will  that  also  apply  to 
captures  by  Smyrna  and  other  brigands  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  We  have  issued 
a  warning  to  the  effect  that  in  no  case 
must  people  expect  the  Government  to 
advance  money  for  their  ransom. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  an  exception  in  the  case 
of  Raisuli  ? 
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Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  He  is  not  a 
British  subject.  He  is  under  British 
protection,  which  is  not  the  same  thing. 

The  Osar  of  Russia* 
Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  any 
offidfld  information  showing  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Czar  of  Russia  to  pay  a 
visit  to  this  countrv  before  the  end  of 
September  :  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  associate 
themselves  in  any  way  with  such  a  visit  t 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  No  intention 
has  been  expressed  by  the  Czar  of  visit- 
ing this  country  during  the  present  year. 

The  Scots  College  at  Rome. 
Mr.  SUTHERLAND  (Elgin  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  is  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  bringing  to  trial  the  assailants  of 
the  students  of  the  Scots  College  at  Rome ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  if  and  when  the 
trial  is  likely  to  take  place. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  trial  was 
to  have  taken  place  this  month,  the  delay 
being  accounted  for  by  the  necessity  of 
collecting  additional  evidence  and  of 
ascertaining  how  far  the  injuries  of  the 
victims  were  likely  to  be  permanent,  with 
a  view  to  the  proper  assessment  of  the 
penalties.  It  now  appears,  however,  that 
the  accused  have  appealed  against  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  First  Instance, 
committing  them  for  trial  by  the  Court  of 
Assize,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  case 
will  not  be  heard  before  November.  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador  will  continue  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  secure  an  early  hearing, 
and  I  may  add  that  the  legal  adviser  to 
His  Majesty^s  Consulate  has  been  in- 
structed to  watch  the  proceedings. 

The  Basso  Jaiianese  War—British 

Claims. 
Ma.  GRETTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
how  many  outstanding  claims  for  damage 
to  British  shipping  and  property  during 
the  late  war  in  the  Far  East  remain 
unsettled  ;  and  what  steps  are  being  taken 
to  obtain  a  settlement. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  position 
as  it  siood  last  year  was  slated  generaUy 
in  an  Answer  I  gave  to  the  hon.  Member 
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for  the  Cockennouth  Division  of  Cumber- 
land on  the  23rd  of  May  of  last  year. 
I  have  stated  the  present  position  of 
specific  cases  in  answers  I  have  given  in 
tne  course  of  the  present  and  last  month 
to  various  hon.  Members,  and  particularly 
in  the  replies  I  made  yesterday  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Austell 
Division  of  Cornwall.  No  later  develop- 
ments have  occurred. 

The  Imprisoned  Soifragifits. 
Mr.  CATHCAKT  WASON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if,  in  view  of  the 
statement  that  the  imprisoned  suffragettes 
are  more  or  less  associated  with  criminals, 
and  that  their  methods  have  been  en- 
couraged by  references  to  former  riots 
and  breaking  park  railings  by  a  Cabinet 
Minister,  he  will  see  that  the  ladies  shall 
not  associate  with  or  be  treated  as 
ordinary  criminals. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.):  None  of  these 
prisoners  are  allowed  to  associate  with 
ordinary  criminals. 

Medical  Officers'  Reports. 
Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether,  in  view  of  the  apparent  lack  of 
uniformity  in  the  reports  of  medical 
officers  of  health,  he  has  considered  the 
advisability  of  issuing  a  Circular  to  local 
authorities  informing  them  that  they 
must  include  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  medical  officers  of  health  to  the 
Home  Office  all  premises  visited  in  con- 
nection with  infectious  disease,  provided 
home  work  is  found  to  be  carried  on. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  no 
authority  to  issue  the  instructions  sug- 
gested in  the  Question,  nor  would  they 
meet  the  case,  as  Sections  109  and  110 
of  the  Factory  Act  do  not  apply  to  all 
kinds  of  home  work.  The  Home  Office 
has  done  what  it  could  to  secure  uniformity 
in  the  Reports  of  the  medical  officers  of 
health  by  issuing  forms  of  tables,  but 
the  use  of  the  forms  is  not  compulsory. 

Out-workers  Betonis. 
Mr.    RAMSAY    MACDONALD:    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 


Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  continued  and 
increasing  discrepancy  between  the  total 
number  of  addresses  of  out-workers  re- 
ported by  medical  officers  of  health  as 
forwarded  to  other  councils,  and  that  re- 
turned having  been  received  by  other 
councils ;  whether,  according  to  the  Home 
Office  Return  [Cd.  3986],  those  reported 
as  received  were  only  34,377,  whilst 
50,579  had  been  forwarded ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  confer  with  the  Post- 
master Oeneral  as  to  where  the  16,202 
missing  lists  have  gone. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  aware  that 
the  discrepancy  between  the  number  of 
addresses  respectively  forwarded  and  re- 
ceived by  local  authorities  rose  from 
7,350  in  1904,  and  5,300  in  1905  to  over 
16,000  in  1906.  It  will  be  seen  on  ex- 
amination of  the  Return  that  the  increase 
is  chiefly  a  L(mdon  increase,  and  prob- 
ably the  key  to  the  problem  lies  here. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  positively  what 
is  the  reason  for  it,  but  the  increase, 
which  cannot,  I  think,  be  accounted  for 
as  merely  an  increase  in  the  fringe  of 
out-workers  outside  London  working  for 
London  employers,  probably  indicates  an 
increasing  thoroughness  on  the  part  of 
London  authorities  in  enforcing  the  Act, 
both  in  forwarding  lists  themselves  and  in 
searching  the  lists  sent  to  them  for  dupli- 
cates of  names  already  on  their  lists.  It 
may  be  noticed  especially  that  the  City 
of  London  forwarded  14,376  addresses  in 
1906,  as  against  only  3,334  in  1904.  I 
will  consider  the  point  further  when  the 
figures  for  1907  are  available. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fr>r  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  Table  6  in  Part  2,  in 
the  Summary  of  Reports  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  1906,  to  the  Home 
Office,  wherein  it  is  shown  that  the 
number  of  names  of  out- workers  received 
are  greatly  in  excess  of  the  number  of 
inspections  made  in  Stepney,  Worcester, 
West  Ham,  Gloucestershire,  and  other 
places ;  whether  representations  were 
made  last  year  about  the  places  named ; 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  case 
of  these  and  others,  such  as  Leeds,  to 
bring  the  local  inspection  up  to  an  eflS- 
cient  standard ;  and  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  Ipswich, 
about  which  similar  representations  were 
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made  regarding  its  neglect  in  1905,  has 
made  no  Return  at  all  for  1906  ;  and 
what  steps  he  proposes  if  take  with 
that  town. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  aware  of 
the  figures  in  the  Return  which  has  been 
issued  by  my  directions.  I  would  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  in  October  of  1906 
the  Home  Office  issued  a  circular  to  local 
authorities  (printed  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  for  that  year) 
urging  a  more  thorough  enforcement  of 
the  Home  Work  provisions  of  the  Factory 
Act,  and  the  figures  in  the  Return  in 
•quei^tion  relate  to  a  period  before  the 
issue  of  that  Circular.  The  above 
question  will  come  up  for  consideration 
in  connection  with  the  Report  of  the 
Home  Work  Committee  just  issued. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  :  Can 
nothing  be  done  in  cases  like  that  of 
Ipswich,  which  seems  to  be  particularly 
bad) 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  There  is  much 
that  may  be  done,  and  I  will  see  what 
I  can  do. 

Tramcar  Speeds  in  London. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  is  aware  of  the  speed  of 
tramcars  in  such  places  as  the  Yauxhall 
Road,  and  the  risk  of  life  and  limb  by 
motors  passing  the  rapidly-driven  trams 
on  the  offside,  any  vehicle  or  pedestrian 
passing  in  front  of  a  tram  being  liable  to 
be  run  into  or  run  over ;  and  if  he  will 
give  necessary  instructions  to  the  police 
to  protect  the  public. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  In  the  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road,  to  which  I  presume  my  hon. 
friends  refers,  the  Board  of  Trade  regula- 
tions permit  tramcars  to  proceed  at  a  speed 
of  twelve  miles  an  hour,  except  when  they 
are  passing  the  end  of  Rochester  Row. 
There  is  no  rule  of  law  with  respect  to 
traffic  passing  tramcars,  and  any  general 
rule  must  be  subject  to  exceptions  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances ;  but  the  common 
practice  of  passing  a  tramcar  on  the  near 
side  is  usually  the  safest  course.  The 
police  do  their  utmost  to  protect  pedes- 
trians crossing  the  road. 

Mr.  MYER  (Lambeth,  N.) :  Is  the 
.right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  tramcars 
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in  London  frequently  run  at  a  speed  of 
over  twenty  miles  an  hour  ?  Will  he  not 
consider  the  advisability  of  making  a  rule 
that  the  drivers  shall  be  supplied  with  an 
mstrument  which  will  show  them  the 
speed  at  which  they  are  proceeding  ^ 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  That  is  a  matter 
for  the  Board  of  Trade. 

♦Mr.  WATT:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  the  desirability  of 
publishing  anew  the  rules  of  the  road,  as 
it  is  not  clearly  understood  on  which  side 
a  vehicle  should  pass  a  tramcar  going  the 
same  way. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  see  if  any- 
thing  can  be  done. 

Disabled  Motor-Buses. 
Mr  S.  COLLINS  (Lambeth,  Kenning- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  recent 
speech  of  the  Mayor  of  West  Ham,  in 
which  he  stated  that  every  day  in  the 
main  roads  of  that  district  there  was  an 
average  of  twenty-two  disabled  motor 
omnibuses;  and  whether,  as  similar 
breakdowns  are  constantly  occurring  in 
other  parts  of  the  metropolis,  he  mil 
demand  that  greater  care  be  exercised  in 
the  licensing  of  these  vehicles  so  as  to 
prevent  the  dislocation  of  traffic  and  the 
inconvenience  of  the  public. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  not  seen 
the  speech  referred  to.  Perhaps  the 
figure  quoted  includes  cases  where  the 
driver  gets  down  to  make  temporary 
adjustment.  The  police  have  no  know- 
ledge of  so  many  omnibuses  breaking 
'  down,  and  if  these  vehicles  had  been 
I  disabled  on  the  scale  indicated,  it  must 
have  come  under  their  notice.  Great 
care  is  taken  in  licensing  motor  omni- 
buses; but  in  working  them  the  strain 
on  the  machinery  is  very  great,  and  it  is 
inevitable  that  a  certain  number,  how- 
ever good  when  licensed,  should  get  out 
of  order  from  time  to  time. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex  Hor 
sham) :  When  a  motor  bus  breaks  down, 
do  the  police  take  note  of  it  ? 
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Isle  of  ICan  Ezcnraion  Steamen. 
Mr.  McLABEN  (Staffordshire,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
the  15th  instant  the  boats  ''Ben 
Machree  "  and  "  La  Marguerite,"  carry- 
ing large  numbers  of  passengers  from 
the  Isle  of  Man  to  Liverpool,  began 
to  race  on  approaching  port  and  came 
within  a  few  feet  of  one  another;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
collision  was  narrowly  averted,  he  will 
take  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
dangerous  practice. 

THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee): 
Yes,  Sir.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  matter  to  which  my  hon  friend 
refers,  and  I  have  communicated  with 
the  owners  of  both  vessels  concerned.  I 
trust  that  no  further  ground  for  com- 
plaint will  arise,  but  any  instance  of 
improper  navigation  which  infringes  the 
collision  regulations  will  be  severely  dealt 
with. 

Port  of  London  Inqniry. 
Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  has  been  the 
cost  to  date  of  the  inquiry  into  the  Port 
of  London  Bill  before  the  Committee, 
and  how  much  more  will  it  probably  cost ; 
from  what  source  this  sum  will  be  paid, 
and  if  the  capital  of  the  dock  trust  is  to 
be  inflated  or  watered  by  the  amount 
of  these  expenses;  and  how  much  the 
port  dues  will  have  to  be  increased  to 
pay  the  additional  interest  charge 
involved. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  It  is  not  possible 
to  state  at  present  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Port  of  London  Bill.  It  is  provided 
by  the  Bill  that  all  costs  incurred  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  connection  with  the 
preparing,  applying  for,  obtaining  and 
passing  of  the  Act  shall  be  repaid  to  the 
Board  by  the  port  authority.  This  is  in 
accordance  with  the  usual  practice.  It  is 
not  anticipated  that  the  payment  of  these 
sums  will  have  any  appreciable  effect  on 
the  amount  of  port  dues,  or  that  they 
will  amount  to  anything  approaching  the 
cost  that  would  have  been  incurred  had 
the  docks  been  purchased  by  arbitration. 


Mr.  fell  : 
£100,000  1 
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Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  can  add  nothing 
to  my  Answer. 

London  Tilifie  Commission  Report 
Sir  HENRY  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  there  is  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  take 
any  action  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  London  traflfic, 
appointed  five  years  ago. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  constituted  a  special  branch 
to  deal  with  matters  relating  to  London 
traffic.  This  branch  is  at  present  engaged 
in  preparing  a  Report  on  the  whole 
subject,  bringing  up  to  date,  so  far  as 
far  as  possible  the  information  collected 
by  the  Royal  Commission  on  London 
traffic.  This  report  will  shortly  be  com- 
pleted and  His  Majesty's  Grovernment 
will  then  be  in  a  better  position  to  deter- 
mine what  further  action  if  any  it  is 
expedient  and  practicable  to  take. 

Meat  Trade  Inquiry. 
Mr.  watt  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  reference 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Departmental 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  prices  of 
meat  in  this  Country,  whether  he  will 
have  a  representative  from  Scotland  on 
that  Committee. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  As  I  have  already 
stated  in  reply  to  questions  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  am  reluctant  to  add  to  the  numbers 
of  the  Committee  by  the  appointment  of 
representatives  of  special  interests  or 
views.  In  those  circumstances,  especially 
as  the  reference  to  the  Committee  does 
not  extend  to  recommendations  affecting 
the  conditions  of  the  Importation  of 
Cattle,  I  do  not,  as  at  present  advised,, 
think  it  necessary  to  include  a  representa- 
tive of  Scotland  among  the  Members. 

♦Mr.  watt  :  How  many  business  men 
are  there  on  the  Committee,  and  if  none 
will  he  see  his  way  to  appoint  one  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Mr.  WeddeU,  a 
very  distinguished  gentleman  connected 
with  the  meat  trade  but  having  no 
personal  interest,  has  already  been  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  erf  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
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reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
general  supply,  distribution,  and  price  of 
meat  in  the  United  Kingdom,  whether 
he  h^s  taken  into  consideration  the  views 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Maryle- 
bone  on  the  subject,  when  asking  him  to 
act  as  chairman  of  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee ;  and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  appointing  representatives 
of  agricultural  constituencies  on  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  In  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
I  have  to  say  that  I  have  considered  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  all  the  qualifications 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Maryle- 
bone  to  preside  over  an  inquiry  of  this 
<5haracter.  With  regard  to  the  second 
part  of  the  hon.  Member's  question,  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  does  not  in- 
clude inquiry  into  matters  relating  to 
diseases  of  animals  in  the  United  King- 
dom or  into  the  conditions  of  the  importa- 
tion of  live  cattle  from  abroad  and  I  do 
not  under  the  circumstances  think  it 
necessary  to  include  in  its  numbers 
representatives  of  agricultural  con- 
^ituencies. 

The  All-Bed  Bonte. 

Mr.  McHUGH  (Sligo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  resolution 
.recently  adopted  by  the  Canadian 
Government  endorsing  the  resolution  of 
the  Colonial  Conference  in  reference  to  an 
All-Red  Route ;  has  His  Majesty's 
Government  concluded  its  negotiations 
with  the  Governments  of  Canada,  New 
Zealand,  and  Australia  as  to  subsidising 
the  proposed  All-Red  Route ;  is  he  aware 
that  all  sections  of  Irish  Parliamentary 
representatives  are  in  favour  of  including 
Ireland  in  the  proposed  scheme,  and  will 
he  state  what  is  the  present  position  in 
regard  to  negotiations  with  Colonial 
Governments ;  an'l  what  are  the  inten- 
tions of  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  have  been 
asked  by  my  right  hon.  friend  to  reply 
to  this  Question.  My  attention  has  been 
<5alled  to  reports  of  the  resolution  referred 
to,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  add  any- 
thing to  the  statements  which  have  been 
already  made  to  the  House  by  the  Prime 


Minister    and    other    Members    of    His 
Majesty's  Gfovernment. 

Sevttn  Foreshore. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  view  of  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Lord  Fitzhardinge . 
V.  Purcell,  1908,  2  Ch.  13D,  that  a  private 
title  had  been  proved  to  part  of  the 
foreshore  of  the  Severn  and  that  the 
public  have  no  rights  in  respect  of  that 
foreshore  except  such  as  are  incident  to 
navigation,  whether  that  foreshore  is 
taken  account  of  in  the  valuation  list  for 
rating  purposes;  if  so,  whether  it  is 
valued  separately  or  is  included  with  the 
adjacent  property,  and  at  what  amount 
it  is  valued  or  what  proportion  of  the 
valuation  of  the  property  as  a  whole  is 
attributable  to  it. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea):  I  have  made  inquiiy 
on  this  subject,  and  am  informed  that 
the  foreshore  affected  by  the  decision  in 
Lord  Fitzhardinge  v.  Purcell  is  mostly 
►ituate  in  the  IJnions  of  Dursley  and 
Wheatenhurst,  According  to  the  in- 
formation I  have  at  present  received,  it 
is  not  assessed  for  rating  purposes  in 
either  union. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE:  Was  it 
assessed  at  all  for  rating  purposes  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  cannot  say. 
I  may  say  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  has  presented  me  with  a 
handsomely  bound  volume  containing  a 
report  of  the  case,  and  I  hope  to  read 
it  in  the  holidays. 

Shoeburyness  Foreshore. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  with  reference  to  the  estate  of 
about  890  acres  of  foreshore  at  Shoebury- 
ness, recently  purchased  by  the  War  Office 
for  £5,500,  what  was  taken  as  the  annual 
value  of  that  estate  for  rating  purposes 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase ;  or,  if  that 
estate  formed  part  of  a  larger  subject,  by 
how  much  the  annual  value  for  rating  of 
that  larger  subject  has  been  reduced  in 
consequence  of  the  severance  of  that  part. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  am  informed 
that  up  to  the  present  time  the  foreshore  in 
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question  has  not  been  assessed  for  rating 
purposes.  I  understand,  however,  that 
the  valuer  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
JRochford  Union,  in  which  it  is  situate, 
is  in  communication  with  the  Treasury 
valuer  as  to  the  assessment  of  this  and 
other  parts  of  the  foreshore  belonging  to 
the  War  Department. 

Motor  Competitions  on  Pablic  Boads- 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  conviction  for  dangerous 
driving  through  Croydon  of  one  of  the 
competitors  in  a  motor-cycle  race  from 
London  to  Edinburgh ;  and  whether,  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  safety  and 
to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  police,  he 
is  prepared  to  take  steps  to  make  all  such 
competitions  on  public  roads  illegal. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Probably  my  hon. 
friend  refers  to  the  conviction  at  Chester- 
le-Street  of  one  of  the  competitors  in  a 
motor  car  nin  from  London  to  Edinburgh. 
He  came  from  Croydon.  Some  informa- 
tion about  the  case  has  been  supplied  to 
me  since  the  Question  appeared  on  the 
Paper.  I  think  these  competitions  on 
public  roads  are  much  to  be  deprecated, 
and  I  will  bear  in  mind  the  suggestion 
which  ray  hon.  friend  makes  with  regard 
to  them. 

Driffield  Guardians  Vaccination  Oontract. 
Mr.  FERENS  (Hull,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  recent  action  of  the  guardians  of 
the  Driffield  Union  in  determining  their 
vaccination  contract  with  Dr.  ^rand, 
solely  in  consequence  of  his  resignation  of 
his  office  as  district  medical  officer ;  and 
if  he  has  sanctioned  the  utilising  of 
emoluments,  arising  from  the  office  of 
public  vaccinator,  as  an  inducement  to 
Poor  Law  medical  officers  to  accept  low 
salaries  and  allowances  for  supplies  of 
medicines,  surgical  appliances,  and  dress- 
ings, visits,  and  consultations  in  their 
treatment  of  sick  poor  parish  patients. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  matter.  I  have 
not  expressed  any  approval  of  the 
principle  referred  to  in  the  last  part 
of  the  Question.  It  was,  however,  com- 
petent for  the  guardians  to  determine 
the  vaccination  contract  if  they  thought 


fit  to  do  so,  without  any  sanction  on  my 
part. 

Motor  Car  Dust  Nuisance* 
Mr.  HERBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Gk)vernment  Board 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  making  regulations,  under  Section  6^ 
of  The  Cxjomotives  on  Highways  Act,. 
1 896,  prescribing  a  minimum  height  from 
the  ground  for  the  bodies  of  motor  cars,, 
with  a  view  to  abating  the  dust  nuisance. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  The  suggestion 
is  generally  similar  to  that  which  waa 
made  in  the  Question  put  to  me  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Orkney  and 
Shetland  on  the  13th  instant.  As  I  then 
stated,  I  will  take  note  of  it,  but  I  am 
not  sanguine  that  it  will  be  possible  Uy 
adopt  it. 

Disclosure  of  Official  Information. 
Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland)^ 
whether  he  is  aware  that  irecently  an 
extract  from  a  Treasury  Minute  of  1875, 
against  the  divulging  of  official  information,, 
was  circulated  amongst  the  officials  of  the 
Department ;  and  whether  this  was  done 
by  his  authority  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
to  what  cause  the  revival  of  thia  Minute 
was  due. 

The  ATTORNEY -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool, 
Exchange,  for  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  :  The 
Minute  referred  to  was  circulated  by  my 
right  hon.  friend's  special  directions  for 
reasons  which  appeared  to  him  to  render 
that  course  desirable.  In  my  right  hon. 
friend's  opinion,  the  present  Question 
illustrates  the  necessity  for  the  adoption 
of  that  course. 

Mr.  DELANY :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hold  that  an  M.P.  should  not 
have  access  to  a  Department  which 
spends  so  much  of  the  taxpayer's 
money  1  * 

Mr.  CHERRY :  The  objection  is  to 
the  staff  of  the  Department  giving 
confidential  information. 

Irish  Department  of  Afl^ricultore  Official 
Salaries. 

Mr  DELANY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of     the    Department  of 
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Agriculture  (Irelaad)  whether,  since 
the  money  for  the  payment  of  the  officials 
of  his  Department  is  voted  by  this 
House,  he  can  state  the  grounds  which 
commended  themselves  to  the  Treasury 
and  the  Department  for  increasing  the 
salaries  of  the  three  chief  officials  of  the 
Department's  veterinary  branch,  by  a  sum 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £350 ; 
whether  he  can  also  state  how  many  of 
the  assistant  clerks  of  the  veterinary 
branch  are  eligible  for  promotion  to  the 
Second  Division,  and  why  they  are 
denied  the  right  of  entrance  thereto; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  no  further 
promotions  of  the  higher  officials  of  the 
veterinary  branch  will  be  made  till  the 
claims  of  the  subordinate  gentlemen  are 
duly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  cherry  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  nothing  to  add  to  the  Answers  which 
he  has  given  to  the  hon.  Member's 
previous  Questions  on  this  subject. 

Canadian  Oattle  Imports. 
Mr  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  fact  that,  since 
the  last  Colonial  Conference,  when  the 
question  of  the  unrestricted  importation 
of  Canadian  cattle  was  discussed  at  no 
ffreat  length,  no  representations  have 
been  made  by  the  Canadian  Government 
to  His  Majesty's  Government  with 
reference  to  the  subject ;  and  if,  in  view 
of  the  dangerous  infectious  diseases 
existent  in  America,  he  will  not  propose 
any  modification  of  the  existing  law 
unless  such  modification  is  accompanied 
by  the  stringent  quarantine  regulations 
in  force  in  America  and  Europe. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
ASQUITH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  There  is  no 
present  intention  of  proposing  any 
legislation  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Illegal  Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth. 

Mr,  SUTHERLAND:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in  view  of 
the  dissatisfaction  along  the  East  Coast 
of  Scotland  in  connection  with  existing 
conditions  regarding  fishing  in  the  Moray 
Firth,  the  Government  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  urging  negotiations 
with  foreign  Powers  with  the  object  of 
bringing  the  present  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs  to  an  end. 


Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  will,  before  the  House  adjourns 
for  the  recess,  introduce  a  Bill  to  prohibit 
in  English  and  Irish  ports  what  is  already 
prohibited  in  Scottish  ports — namely, 
the  landing  or  sale  of  fish  caught  by 
trawling  in  prohibited  areas  of  the  sea 
adjacent  to  the  coast  of  Scotland.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  measure  may  provide  an 
effectual  remedy  for  the  difficulty  which 
exists  in  relation  to  these  waters. 

Natal  Act  of  Indemnity. 
Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  martial  law  was  pro- 
claimed and  has  been  maintained  in 
Zululand  in  opposition  to  the  views  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  and  consider- 
ing the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been 
used  in  connection  especially  with  the 
arrest,  imprisonment,  and  trial  of 
Dinizulu,  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  advise  that 
the  sanction  of  the  Crown  be  given  to 
the  Act  of  Indemnity  recently  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Natal. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  My  hon.  friend  will 
state  the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the 
Colonial  Vote  this  afternoon. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts. 
Mr.  McHUGH  (Sligo,  N.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in  view 
of  the  promise  conveyed  in  the  King's 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session  that  a  measure  would  be  intro- 
duced to  amend  the  Laiid  Law  (Ireland) 
Acts,  and  of  the  dissatisfaction  prevail- 
ing in  Ireland  at  the  failure  of  the 
(rovernment  to  carry  out  its  promise  in 
this  regard,  he  will,  with  a  view  to 
preventing  unrest  and  disturbance  in 
Ireland,  state  what  are  the  present 
intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
on  this  matter. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  more 
than  once  stated  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  in  the 
coming  autumn  a  measure  dealing  with 
congestion  in  Ireland — that  is  still  our 
intention.  The  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  is  at  present  under  con- 
sideration with  that  object.  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  i^t.^.hjg<|  sufficient  time, 
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since  the  Report  was  received,  to  formu- 
late the  necessary  legislation  for  dealing 
with  a  matter  c^  so  much  importance. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork): 
Will  the  Bill  deal  generally  with  the 
question  of  land  purchase  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  prefer  to  reserve 
my  reply  to  that  till  the  autumn. 

Qoyernment  Army  Policy. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  hzfr  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  view  of  the  changes 
in  the  Government,  whether  they  adhere 
to  the  statement  of  policy  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  in  the  city  of 
],ondon  on  4th  January  1906,  prior  to 
the  general  election,  when  he  announced 
that  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Cabinet  as  a  whole  had  given  him  a  free 
hand  in  reference  to  the  Army,  and  thnt 
Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  laid 
such  stress  on  efficiency  that,  if  necessary, 
the  Government  was  prepared  to  find 
more  men  and  more  money  for  the 
Army. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  on  the  occasion  in 
question,  he  will  find  that  he  said  that 
while  the  policy  was  as  stated  in  the 
Question,  he  was  not  at  all  sure  that  it 
would  necessitate  the  finding  of  either 
more  money  or  more  men  My  right 
hon.  friend  is  of  opinion  that  in  this 
respect  his  anticipations  have  been  well 
founded* 


THE  SPEAKER  AND  Mr.  SWIFT 

MACNEILL.  I 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  , 
S),  referring  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Speaker  I 
in  stopping  him  putting  a  Question  in 
which  he  applied  the  term  "  illegal  "  to  | 
certain  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  . 
Natal  Government,  asked  Mr.  Speaker  if  ' 
he  would  lay  down  how  far  the  term  was  \ 
to  l>e  barred.  Did  it  imply  or  infer  a 
rule  that  the  term  was  not  to  be  used  in  | 
reference  to  the  administration  of  Colonies  . 
having  responsible  Government  ?  \ 

Mr.  speaker  :  When  I  stopped  the  , 
hon.  Member  yesterday  he  had  not  com- ' 
pleted  his  Question ;   but,  when  he  had 
reached  a  point  imputing  illegality  to  the  j 
^  atal  Government,  I  thought  it  was  time 


to  intervene.  It  seens  to  me  that  it  is 
undesirable,  by  means  of  a  supplementary 
question,  to  make  observations  of  that 
kind  which  are  very  much  resented  by  the 
Gk)vemment  to  whom  they  apply- 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  want  to 

guard  against  any  restriction  on  absolute 

freedom  of  discassion  in  ordinary  debates 

in  this  House  in  reference  to  the  internal 

i  administration  of  Natal. 


{SUMMARY    JURISDICTION    (IRELAND) 
I  BILL. 

I      Lords'  Amendments  to  be  considered 
Tomorrow,   and    to  be    printed.      [Bill 
I  345.] 


PUBLIC  OFFICES  SITES   (EXTENSION) 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
346.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Ordered,  "  That  on  this  day,  notwith 
standing  anything  in  Standing  Order 
No.  15,  Business  other  than  Business  of 
Supply  may  be  taken  before  Eleven  of 
the  Clock." — (Mr.  Sea-eiary  Haldane). 


SUPPLY  [19th  Alloted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldliam)  in  theChair.] 

CIVIL  SEKVICES  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 
Class  II. 
1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
^3 1,450,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t 
day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  including  a  grant  in  aid  of  cer- 
tain expenses  connected  with  emigra- 
tion." 


*Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square)  said  that  South  Airica  was 
the  centre  of  interest  ir^CQl9;i]f4i'l'¥^^^^> 
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but,  while  his  remarks  would  be  devoted 
ohiefiy  to  South  Afritmn  subjects,  he  had 
a  word  or  two  to  say  in  the  first 
instance  on  a  matter  relating  to  the 
opium  traffic,  which,  unless  it  was 
•cautiously  handled  by  the  Oovernment, 
might  bring  us  trouble  in  our  great 
Eastern  Dependencies.  In  discussing 
the  liesolution  of  the  House  for  the  dis- 
•couragement  of  the  opium  traffic,  it  was 
presumed  by  everyone  who  took  part  in 
that  debate  that  any  action  taken  by  the 
Oovernment  wou'd  be  deliberate  and 
cautious,  and  in  particular  that  they 
would  seek  to  enlist  the  cooperation  oi 
4;he  authorities  of  the  various  Colonies 
•concerned.  Unless  he  was  misinformed, 
there  had  be  n  a  grievous  departure  from 
that  wholesome  rule  in  Hong  kong,  and 
A  similar  disposition  seemed  to  be  likely 
in  regard  to  the  Straits  Settlements. 
The  Legislative  Council  in  Crown 
Colonies  consisted  of  official  and  unofficial 
members.  The  latter  were  a  kind  of 
advisory  coimcil  in  a  permanent  minority, 
hut  their  advice  was  extremely  valuable. 
It  was  axiomatic  at  the  Colonial  Office 
that  the  utmost  consideration  should  be 
rshown  to  those  gentlemen,  and  that  they 
should  be  consulted  on  every  occasion  of 
importance.  Such  an  attitude  was  pre- 
•eminently  desirable  in  the  case  of  the 
question  of  opium.  The  opium  habit  had 
been  an  engraved  habit  in  the  East  for 
centuries,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
Tevenue  of  these  Colonies  was  raised 
irom  opium.  In  a  matter  so  delicate, 
therefore,  as  that,  he  would  have 
thought  it  hardly  credible  that  the 
O  »vemment  should  not  have  consulted 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Hong-kong 
before  taking  any  specific  action  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  He  was  informed 
thao  a  poremptbry  telegram  was  sent  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  6th  May  saying 
to  the  Colony  of  Hongkong  that  His 
Majesty's  Govern'i»ent  had  decided  to 
close  the  opium  establishments  in  Hong- 
kong. That  telegram  reached  Hong- 
kong three  hours  before  the  statement 
was  made  public  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  therefore  before  any  informa- 
tion was  vouchsafed  to  the  Colony  on  the 
matter.  Absolutely  no  previous  consulta- 
tion had  taken  place,  so  far  as  he  was 
informed,  and  no  opinion  taken  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
Naturally  this  excited  a  great  deal  of 
feeling  amongst  the  members  of  that 
body.    They   moved   and   voted    for  a 


resolution  of  censure  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  that  very  hi^h-handed  pro- 
ceeding. He  hoped  there  would  be 
some  explanation  given  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, because,  m  his  opinion,  it 
was  c^culated  rather  to  hinder  than 
advance  the  object — the  reduction  in 
the  consumption  of  opium.  There  was 
another  matter  which  he  thought  would 
interest  the  late  Under-Secretary  more 
than  the  present,  because  it  referred 
to  some  sarcastic  comments  which  he 
made  with  regard  to  a  certain  concessicm 
that  had  been  made  in  the  pearl  fisheries 
of  Ceylon.  The  late  Under-Secretary, 
who,  if  he  might  say  so,  was  the  youngest 
and  most  inexperienced  of  any  official 
who  had  had  any  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject at  all,  selected  and  identified  himself 
as  the  only  person  among  the  officiak  to 
condemn  that  particular  concession.  His 
ground  was — and  he  was  good  enough 
to  abtolve  him  (Mr.  Lyttelton)  from 
any  fraud  in  the  matter — but  his 
ground  of  condemnation  was  that  this  was 
not  a  speculative  but  a  very  valuable  and 
stable  undertaking,  and  that  therefore 
the  Ceylon  Gk)vemment  had  acted  very 
wrongly  in  parting  for  twenty  years  with 
the  pearl  fisheries.  For  100  years  the 
profits  had  averaged  £10,000  a  year. 
There  had  been  sometimes  years  with- 
out a  pearl  being  taken  at  all ;  on  other 
occasions  the  profits  had  been  very  large. 
TheGk)vernment  did  not  like  tospend  their 
revenue  upon  so  unstable  a  product,  and  ac- 
cordingly they  thought  it  desirable  to  put 
the  matter  upon  a  pre  per  footing.  The  fish- 
eries were  therefore  leased  to  a  company 
for  twenty  years  at  a  rental  of  £20,000  a 
year,  and  there  was  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  concessionaires  to  spend 
3,000,000  rupees  on  the  development  of 
the  fisheries  during  the  period  of  the 
concession.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the 
Government  were  to  resume  possession. 
If,  therefore,  the  Urge  expenditure 
was  successful  the  Government  would 
have  the  results  of  that  success,  and  if  it 
was  a  failure  the  company  would  have  to 
bear  the  expense.  It  might  be  thouviht 
that  that  was  not  altogether  a  bad 
arrangement,  but  the  late  Under-Secre- 
tary, cheered  by  the  reflection  that  the 
company  had  an  extremely  good  first 
year,  spoke  in  very  opprobrious  terms 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  grant,  but  un- 
fortunately he  forgot  that  time  some- 
times brought  correctiornevjBc^to^the 
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youngest  of  them.  This  year  the  com- 
pany was  in  the  position  of  having  to  pay 
the  Grovernment  £20,000  to  execute 
150,000  rupees  worth  of  development 
work,  while  they  had  not  been  able  to 
recover  a  single  pearl.  He  thought 
that  was  worth  mentioning. 

Passing  to  the  position  of  affairs  in  the 
Transvaal,  he  said  that  the  minority 
there  had  borne  themselves  like  men  in 
the  last  two  years.  There  had  been  no 
unmanly  laments  as  to  the  consequences 
of  the  action  that  had  been  taken  ;  they 
had  courageously  and  toughly  accepted 
that  .  which  was  inevitable.  He  ad- 
mitted that  after  self-government  was 
granted  they  were  bound  not  to  indulge 
in  any  factious  criticism  nor  to  embitter 
feeling  by  any  partisan  comment.  At 
the  same  time  he  utterly  repudiated 
the  indolent  and  pusillanimous  counsel 
that,  in  the  circumstances  which  existed 
in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colony,  they  were  entitled  to  absolve 
themselves  from  all  criticism,  to  shut 
their  eyes,  and  to  say  lazily  after  all 
the  sacrifices  which  our  fellow-subjects 
had  made  and  the  immense  financial 
aid  this  coimtry  had  given  them,  that 
these  Colonies  were  immune  from,  all 
criticisn^  becavse  they  had  self-govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  the  condition 
of  these  Colonies  and  the  financial 
obligations  we  had  imdertaken  not  only 
entitled  Parliament  to  exercise,  but 
demanded  from  them  an  unceasing  vigi- 
lance and  also  criticism  where  it  could 
be  honestly  made  and  where  it  was  sin- 
cerely felt.  There  were  some  features 
of  the  situation  in  the  Transvaal  to 
which  he  thought  they  were  all  entitled  to 
look  with  satisfaction.  The  great  fabric 
that  had  been  erected  by  the  labours 
and  genius  of  Lord  Milner  and 
his  colleagues  after  the  war  in 
the  main  stood.  That  fabric  included 
the  railways,  the  roads,  the  bridges, 
public  works,  schools,  municipal  self- 
government,  a  system  of  education 
which  needed  only  wise  and  tolerant 
administration,  a  system  of  law  re- 
modelled so  as  to  bring  the  Colony 
fully  up  to  every  modem  need,  a  judiciary 
equal  to  a^y  in  the  Empire  over  seas, 
a  scientific  system  of  agriculture  which, 
by  the  assent  of  the  Dutch  and  the 
British,  had  done  great  good  in  bringing 
classes  together,  in  improving  agriculture 
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in  the  Colony,  and  in  increasing  its  pro- 
ductiveness. There  was  also  a  progress 
towards  imification  of  the  Colony,  a 
progress  which  had  been  recognised  bv 
Gsneral  Botha  as  being  largely  due  ta 
the  results  of  the  war.  That  unifica- 
tion was  furthered  by  the  Progressive 
Party  in  South  Africa.  He  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  congratulate  them,, 
and  to  congratulate  the  country  upon 
the  progress  that  had  been  made  towards- 
it.  Let  those  who  had  denounced  the 
war  from  the  beginning  permit  him  ta 
read  a  passage  from  a  speech  by  Greneral 
Botha.    He   said — 

"  If  we  go  back  into  the  history  of  South 
Africa  we  &id  that  there  were  not  only  Colonies 
here,  but  also  republics,  and  as  long  as  there 
was  more  than  one  flag,  it  was  impossible  to 
think  of  a  united  South  Africa.  The  dissension 
which  has  existed  in  the  past  has  led  to  serious 
difficulties.  We  know  that  it  has  led  to  diffi- 
culties between  the  Colonies  and  the  republics, 
and  has  led  to  one  of  the  most  bloody  wars  that 
South  Africa  has  ever  seen.  .  .  .  Before  the 
war  was  over  it  was  impossible  to  think  of  a 
united  South  Africa.'* 

They  might  congratulate  Lord  Milner 
and  those  who  supported  the  war  at  the 
time  on  the  fact  that  such  an  autho- 
rity should  have  uttered  so  striking  a 
statement.  He  might  say  parenthetic- 
ally that  the  main  source  of  difficulty 
which  he  anticipated  in  the  future  in 
respect  of  the  problem  of  imification 
was  one  about  which  he  had  warned 
the  Government  two  years  ago.  It 
was  the  lowering  of  manhood  suf- 
frage in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony,  contrary  to  all  South 
African  precedent,  with  the  result 
that  when  the  position  of  the  natives 
came  to  be  discussed  in  connection  with 
the  entire  subject  the  only  argument 
left  for  those  opposed  to  a  native  suffrage 
was  "  your  skin  is  black  and  the  white 
man's  skin  is  white."  That  was  a  posi- 
tion of  which  the  Government  were 
warned  at  the  time,  and  he  was  sorry 
that  the  warning  had  come  only  too 
true.  Having  pointed  out  some  of 
those  matters,  which  were  matters  of 
legitimate  congratulation,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  there  were  three  main  sources 
of  irritation  and  bitterness  which  still 
existed  in  South  Africa,  and  which, 
he  thought  the  influence  of  the 
Government  ought  to  be  enlisted  to 
allay.  First,  he  was  glad  to  recog- 
nise that  since  there  liadrbeen|  a  change 
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in  the  personnel  of  the  Government 
the  same  abuse  of  the  British  minority 
which  they  used  to  have  from 
the  hon.  Member's  predecessor  had 
been  absent.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"Withdraw."]  He  was  speaking  in  the 
recollectioD  of  the  House  when  he 
declared  that  on  almost  every  occasion 
when  South  African  matters  were  dis- 
cussed they  were  prefaced  or  con- 
cluded by  the  late  Under-Secretary 
by  whoops  of  invective  and  sarcasm 
more  fitted  for  other  assemblies 
than  the  House  of  Commons.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  No."]  Then  there  had 
been — he  knew  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
did  not  like  it,  but  he  was  going  to  say 
it — ^repeated  and  injurious  comments 
made  on  the  system  of  labour  which  had 
prevailed  in  the  Transvaal  for  a  number 
of  years ;  and  lastly,  and  'most  con- 
spicuously, there  had  been  a  failure,  as  he 
read  the  difficult  and  obscure  facts,  to 
carry  out  towards  the  Civil  servants  em- 
ployed in  the  country  the  honourable 
understandings  which  they  owed  to  all 
those  who  served  the  King  in  any  depart- 
ment. He  maintained  that  the  minority 
in  South  Africa  endured  the  chiefest  bur- 
den of  the  war.  They  also  endured  at 
the  present  moment  the  heavy  taxation 
which  was  necessary.  Sever,-eighths  of 
the  taxation  was  borne  by  them.  He  did 
no^  think  that  any  candid  opponent  would 
deny  that  a  heavy  strain  had  been  placed 
upon  them  when,  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  the  last  Government,  to  the  treaty, 
and  to  the  expressed  intentions  of  many 
authorities,  responsible  government  was 
granted  to  the  Colony.  He  did  not  go  back 
upon  that,  but  he  did  not  think  that  any 
candid  opponent  would  deny  that  a  serious 
strain  was  imposed  on  their  cheerful 
loyalty  and  their  temper  by  the  handing 
ovei  to  the  custody  of  a  great  majority 
of  their  political  opponents  the  actual 
government  of  the  country.  He  would 
have  thought  that  every  chivalrous 
adversary  and  every  lover  of  concord 
would  have  thought  them  worthy  of 
respectful  treatment.  But  so  far  from 
receiving  respectful  treatment  these 
Colonies  had  received  in  the  House  of 
Common*  jeers  and  insults.  The  late 
Under-Secretary  had  delivered  speeches 
containing  many  iniurious  attacks  and 
he  had  caused  them  to  be  circulated  in 
Souti  Africa   in   official  telegrams.     It 


was  one  of  those  lucubrations  whichr 
poured  suspicion  on  the  voters  list,  and 
the  consequential  alteration  of  the  voters' 
list  caused  the  minority  to  be  a  good  deal 
smaller  than  it  would  have  been.  [An 
Hon.  Member:  "No."]  That,  at  any 
rate,  was  the  opinion  of  those  on  the  spot. 
What  could  be  more  odious  to  men  of  great 
industry  and  ability  doing  this  work  than 
an  imputation  cast  on  their  good  faith  ? 
That  imputation  had  never  been  frankly 
withdrawn  by  the  former  Under-Secre- 
tary, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Lord 
Selbome  had  absolutely  denied  that 
there  was  any  grounds  for  suspicion, 
and  that  the  present  Under-Secretary  was 
good  enough  to  say  the  Government  did 
not  associate  itself  with  the  imputation. 
There  were  other  matters  tending  to 
cause  exasperation,  imputations  on  the 
good  faith  of  those  who  managed  the 
recruiting  of  native  labour,  and  reflections 
made,  not  here,  but  in  South  Africa,  upon 
the  financial  administration  of  the  Cro  srn 
Colony  Government.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  would  give  some 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter* 
It  was  reported  that  the  Treasurer  last 
year  had  condemned  the  extravagence 
and  incompetency  of  the  Crown  Colony 
Government,  by  alleging  that  there  was 
a  large  deficit,  but  it  had  been  pointed 
out  by  the  official  audivor  that  the 
deficit  had  been  created  by  putting  a  sum 
of  £67,000  in  the  accounts  of  the  fallow- 
ing instead  of  the  current  year.  He 
would  not  say  that  an  apology  was  due,, 
but  a  retractation  should  be  made  of 
the  statement,  because  the  honour  ol 
the  Crown  Colony  Government  ought  ta 
be  dear  to  no  one  more  than  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  who  represented 
that  Government  in  this  House,  and 
who  wa/i  bound,  when  an  accusation  of 
that  k'md  was  made,  if  it  were  true,  to 
call  attention  to  it.  He  knew  that 
offensive  imputations  of  that  kind  had 
provoked  the  bitterest  feelings  in  South 
Africa,  and  had  done  much  to  weaken 
the  spirit  of  conciliation  which  they  all 
desired  to  see  in  the  Colonies.  No  one 
on  the  Unionist  side  ever  doubted  that 
there  wero  mischiefs  attendant  upon 
indentured  labour  in  South  Africa. 
What  were  the  facts  about  native  labour 
at  the  present  moment  ?  What  waa 
the  difference  between  indentured  native 
labour  and  Chinese  labour,  ^boMtj  J)he 
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^bolilion  of  which  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
43ite  congratulated  themselves  so  much, 
and  asked  the  country  to  congratulate 
them  ?  He  would  tell  the  House  what 
the  condition  was  now  with  respect  to 
Poituguese  natives,  say,  50  per  cent,  of 
the  native  labour  employed  in  the 
Transvaal  mines.  It  was  foreign  alien 
labour.  It  was  indentured  foreign 
labour.  It  was  brought  thousands 
of  miles,  and  from  a  climate  which 
made  those  who  came  a  great  deal 
more  susceptible  to  illness  than 
Ohinamen.  These  labourers  were  brought 
without  their  wives  or  their  families, 
and  the  arrangements  were  such  that 
there  could  be  no  holding  of  land  and 
no  holding  of  property  by  those  who 
'Came. 

TheUNDER-SECRETAR  Y  of  STA'l  E 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Seely, 
Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  Why  ? 

""  *Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  he  would  tell 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  a  moment.  The 
arrangement  provided  also  for  the  re- 
patriation of  the  labourer  immediately 
his  indenture  was  terminated.  The  dis- 
ability from  holding  land  arose  from  the 
fact  that  the  person  who  was  subject 
to  the  indenture  was  bound  under  penal- 
ties to  work  in  the  mines  for  the  whole 
period  of  his  indenture,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  his  own  coimtry 
at  the  end  of  it.  The  recruiter  was 
boimd  to  effect  and  defray  the  cost  of 
Tepatriation  in  accordance  with  the 
obligations  undertaken  by  him.  The 
native  was  under  an  obligation  to  return 
to  Portuguese  territory  immediately  the 
period  of  his  contract  was  ended  unle^^s 
he  effected  a  re-engagement.  He  quite 
agreed  that,  in  the  absence  of  an  Ordi- 
nance, there  was  no  opportunity  com- 
pulsorily  to  exercise  the  provisions  of 
that  contract.  But  Lord  Selborne  had 
stated  explicitly  that  the  Gove  n  i  ent 
were  bound  in  honour  not  to  countenance 
the  settling  of  Portuguese  natives  in  the 
Transvaal.  What  occurred  was  this. 
The  Foreign  Office  had  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Portuguese  authorities 
by  which  the  system  of  indenture  was 
permitted  on  condition  that  the  Portu- 
guese natives  should  spend  the  money 
they  had  earned  in  Portuguese  territory. 
Not  merely  ^were   we  bound  in  honour 
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to  fulfil  that  obligation  ;  but,  if  it  were 
not  fulfilled,  the  arrangement  would  be 
at  once  terminated. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  It  is  not  fulfilled. 

♦Me.  LYTTELTON  said  it  might  not 
be  fulfilled  in  every  case.  But  the 
Government  had  bound  themselves  to 
fulfil  it,  and  if  they  did  not,  the  Portuguese 
Government  had  a  grievance  against 
them,  not  merely  because  of  an  obligation 
of  honour  unfulfilled,  but  because  of 
an  actual  injury  done.  If  the  Under- 
Secretary  did  not  value  his  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  this  indentured 
native  labour  let  him  listen  to  the  opinion 
of  his  great  friend  Mr.  Cresswell,  whose 
sincerity  had  never  been  controverted. 
That  gentleman  in  a  Report  on  the  subject 
of  native  labour  in  the  mines,  after  giving 
figures  in  regard  to  the  natives  imported 
into  t  :e  Transvaal,  said — 

**  It  is  clear  from  these  figures  that  so  far 
as  the  Transvaal  is  concemed  the  supply  of 
indigenous  cheap  coloured  labour  is  wholly  in- 
sufficient for  the  carrying  on  of  the  mining 
industry,  and  that  the  great  mass  of  coloured 
labour  employed  upon  the  mines  has  to  be 
obtained  from  outside  its  borders.  The  supply 
is,  therefore,  not  a  natural  supply,  indigenous 
to  the  Colony ;  it  is  not  even  a  l  atural  supply 
indigenous  to  British  South  Africa.  So  far  as 
the  natives  imported  from  outside  British 
South  Africa  are  concemed,  constituting  a 
further  41  per  cent,  of  the  coloured  labour 
force,  these  consist  for  the  most  part  of  East 
Coast  natives,  whose  importation  is  dependent 
on  arrangements  between  this  country  and  the 
Portuguese  authorities.  The  continuance  of 
these  arrangements  on  our  side  depends, 
among  other  things^  upon  the  view  being  up- 
held, that  while  it  is  imdesirable,  and  has  been 
made  unlawful,  to  import  indentured  alien 
coloured  labour — ^from  China — it  is  beneficial 
and  deserving  of  State  help  to  do  so  overland 
— from  adjacent  territories  in  Africa.  In  the 
I  opinion  of  the  Commission,  the  imported 
Portuguese  East  African  offers  no  advantages 
to  the  country,  from  a  social  or  economic  point 
of  view,  more  than  the  imported  Chinese  coolie 
did.  Both  fill  the  place  of,  and  do  work 
which  would  otherwise  be  done  by  whit«  men. 
Both  take  out  of  the  country  a  large  proportion 
of  the  wages  fund  which  ought  to  be  spent 
in  the  country  by  a  resident  industrial  popula- 
tion,  thereby  stimulating  the  prosperity  and 
development  of  the  country.  There  remains 
the  17  per  cent,  of  the  coloured  labour  force 
recruited  in  British  South  Africa,  and  the  5 
per  cent,  recruited  in  the  Transvaal." 

There  they  had  the  opinion  of  the  greatest 
opponent  of  Chinese  labour,  given  after 
months  of  investigation,  that  the  differ- 
ence  between   Chinese^  labour  and   the 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


1253 


Supply, 


{28  July  1908} 


Supply, 


1254^ 


native  labour,  upon  which  hon.  Oentle- 
men  opposite  were  always  congratulating 
themselves,  was  the  difference  between 
bringing  indentured  alien  coloured  labour 
overseas  and  bringing  black  labour  over 
land.  Perhaps  the  subtlety  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  might  be  able  to  see 
some  essential  difference  ;  he  confessed 
he  was  unable  to  do  so.  The  mischiefs 
such  as  they  were  attendant  upon  inden- 
tured labour  arose  from  the  settled  deter- 
mination of  every  white  man's  community 
in  the  world,  in  which  there  was  a  great 
preponderance  of  native  labour,  not  to 
take  any  part  in  the  work  done  by  the 
lowest  class  of  coloured  labour.  If  they 
looked  into  the  matter  with  a  candid  mind 
they  would  find  that  the  mischief  existed 
with  regard  to  natives  who  were  brought 
thousands  of  miles  overland  as  well  as 
with  regard  to  those  brought  from  China ; 
and  the  one  serious  and  lamentable  differ- 
ence was  that  the  death-rate  in  the  case  of 
the  former  was  two  or  three  times  what  it 
was  in  the  case  of  the  latter.  He  came 
now  to  the  third  cause  of  exasperation,  the 
retrenched  Trajisvaal  officials  who  had 
been  employed  when  the  Transvaal  was 
a  Crown  Colony.  He  admitted  that  the 
facts  were  very  difficult  to  get  at,  but 
many  of  those  to  whom  notice  of  re- 
trenchment had  been  given  believed 
themselves  to  be  dependent,  first  on  His 
Majesty's  Government  and,  perhaps,  in 
a  second  degree  on  the  Transvaal 
Government,  for  standing  between 
them  and  absolute  ruin.  Naturally 
enough  they  were  timid  as  to  giving 
information.  He  did  not  wish  to,  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  anyone  .would  for  a 
moment,  impute  to  the  present  Grovem- 
ment  that  they  would  bear  hardly 
against  any  man  whose  name  was 
mentioned  in  a  debate  like  this,  or  who 
made  any  complaint  as  to  the  wrongs 
he  believed  that  he  had  suffered.  The 
position  was  this.  Nobody  denied  that 
there  was  and  had  been  a  need  of  re- 
trenchment ;  but  the  Civil  servants  in 
the  Transvaal  were  given  to  understand 
that  when  they  took  that  position — of 
course  at  that  time  the  rule  was  that  of  a 
Crown  Colony — ^that  at  any  rate  the  rule 
of  Great  Britain  in  South  Africa  was 
going  to  last  much  longer  than  it  actually 
did.  They  were  assured  by  Sir  Arthur 
Lawley  on  1st  December,  1905,  that — 'J^ 

"  Many  of  them  had  acquired  Yested'rights, 
that  the  country  was  tinder  obligation  to  them. 


and  that  he  had  Bufficient  confidence  in  hi& 
countrymen  that  these  obligations  would  be- 
fulfilled." 

Lord  Selbome,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Intercolonial  Council  on  30th  May,. 
1906,  said  of  the  constabulary — 

'"  It  would  be  quite  impossible  to  ask  the 
existing  officers  and  men  to  accept  reductions 
in  their  pay  and  allowances  and  not,  at  the 
same  time,  to  fulfil  those  hopes  which  had 
always  been  admitted  and  encouraged,  that  the 
South  African  constabulary  would  one  day 
be  a  permanent  police  force  and  their  services 
pensionable." 

Sir  Richard  Solomon,  acting  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  the  Transvaal,  at  the 
Legislative  Council  on  25th  May,  1906,. 
said  in  no  less  strong  terms — 

"  This  session  gives  the  present  Government 
its  last  opportunity  of  redeeming  its  pledges 
to  the  Civil  servants,  and  of  that  opportimity 
it  intends  to  avail  itself.  An  ordinance  regulat-^ 
ing  the  pensions  of  officers  of  the  service  will, 
therefore,  be  introduced,  substantially  based 
on  the  recommendations  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission,  to  which  I  believe  no  possible- 
objection  will  be  taken  by  any  section  of  the 
people  of  this  Colony.  I  wish  it  clearly  to  be 
understood  that  the  Grovemment  firmly 
believes  that  the  new  Parliament  of  the  Trans-^ 
vaal  under  responsible  Government  would 
deal  fairly  with  the  Civil  servants  of  this  Colony, 
and  it  would  with  the  greatest  confidence  leave 
any  legislation  relating  to  the  sicUus  and  pen- 
sions of  Civil  servants  to  such  Parliament ; 
but  it  feels  that  it  cannot  honourably  leave  the 
pledges  it  gave  to  these  Civil  servants  any 
longer  unfulfilled,  especiallv  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  principles  on  which  the  legislation 
will  be  based  will  have  been  decided  by  an 
independent  Commission,  whose  personnel  has 
been  approved  by  the  people  of  this  country.'* 

The  opportunity  was  not  taken  and 
there  were  now  scores  of  Civil  servants 
who  were  being  retrenched  without 
pensions.  He  inferred — of  course,  he  had 
never  seen  the  report — from  a  letter  that 
Sir  West  Ridgeway  had  written  and 
which  appeared  in  The  Times  that  he  had 
reported  so  as  jealously  to  safeguard 
the  rights  of  the  Civil  servants.  If  that 
were  so,  it  would  only  be  candid  if  the 
Government  would  tell  the  Committee 
what  the  facts  were,  what  they  had 
done  in  order  to  fulfil  the  three  separate 
promises  which  had  been  given,  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  West  Ridgeway  Com- 
mission. He  did  not  intend  to  weary  the 
Committee  with  a  long  list  of  names, 
but  those  who  had  acquainted  them- 
selves with  this  subject  of  retrenchment 
knew  that  many  British  officers  and 
officials  in  the  Transvaal  had  been  re- 
trenched and   replaced    W  JChOchmen. 


1255  Supply.  {COMMONS} 

He  might  mention  the  cases  of  Colonel 
CJurtis  and  Colonel  O'Brien,  the  heads  of 
both  police  forces  who  had  had  eight 
years  of  honourable  service.  These  dis- 
tinguished men  were  replaced  by  a 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  Papenfus,  who 
iad  had  no  active  service  in  the  police, 
and  the  outcry  against  whose  appoint- 
ment out  there  as  well  as  here  was  so 
acute  that  he  learned  a  day  or  two  ago 
that  that  gentleman  had  resigned. 

Colonel    SEELY:     He    was    only 
Appointed  temporarily. 


♦Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  he  was  quite 
aware  that  he  had  been  replaced,  but 
lie  was  not  aware  that  his  appointment 
was  temporary.  Then  there  was  the 
case  of  Dr.  Sansome,  a  gentleman  who 
had  rendered  eminent  services  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  mines,  and 
^luring  the  course  of  whose  service  in 
Lord  Milner's  time  and  afterwards  had 
been  able  to  reduce  the  death-rate 
amongst  the  natives  by  at  least  50  per 
cent.  Two  persons  had  been  appointed 
in  his  place,  but  he  did  not  gather  that 
there  had  been  any  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  the  Department.  Then  there 
was  the  case  of  Mr.  Thornton,  the 
General  Superintendent  to  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  whose  dismissal  could  not 
be  looked  upon  with  other  than 
grave  indignation  by  those  who  valued 
the  honour  of  this  country;  and  the 
cases  of  the  three  magistrates,  Major 
Bolton,  who  had  filled  his  office  of  resident 
magistrate  at  Pietersburg  for  five  years 
with  conspicuous  success,  and  who  had 
given  up  the  prospect  of  commanding 
bis  regiment  to  join  the  service  ;  Major 
Mclnerney,  the  resident  magistrate 
at  Barberton,  Mr.  RoUeston,  resident 
magistrate  at  Lichtenburg,  and  others. 
He  did  not  wish  to  assume  that  all 
the  facts  in  favour  of  the  case  which 
he  was  putting  before  the  Committee 
were  absolutely  correct  in  every  detail. 
He  frankly  admitted  that  he  had  found 
it  impossible  accurately  to  inform  him- 
self, except  in  a  few  instances,  of  all 
the  details.  He  did  not  think  he  would 
be  justified  in  asking  the  Committee 
to  draw  the  inference  which  he  had 
drawn  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that 
new  circumstances  had  occurred  since  the 
time  that  he  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
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Gravesend  had  brought  this  subject 
before  the  House  of  Commons  on  a 
previous  occasion.  The  position  then 
taken  up  by  the  (Jovernment  in  regard 
to  it  seemed  a  very  strong  one.  It  was 
said  that  Lord  Milner  himself  had  pointed 
out  the  necessity  for  considerable  re- 
trenchment, and  that  many  of  the 
retrenchments  had  been  made  under 
the  advice  of  a  distinguished  Indian 
Civil  servant,  Mr.  Marriss,  who  had  been 
appointed  by  the  late  Crown  Colony 
to  superintend  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Transvaal  Civil  Service.  But  these 
pleas  were  no  longer  open,  for  on  15th 
May,  1908,  Mr.  Marriss  wrote  to  the 
Transvaal  Government  in  these  terms — 

"  I  have  decided  with  reluctance  to  ask  your 
Government  to  relieve  me  from  my  present 
appointment  under  it,  in  connection  with  the 
public  service  reorganisation.  I  do  not  feel 
that  retrenchments  and  appointments  are  being 
made  in  such  a  wav  that  I  can  remain  associated 
with  them.  I  will  send  you  a  further  memor- 
andum on  the  subject,  and  need  not  go  into 
details  now.  I  place  myself  in  your  hands  as 
regards  the  actual  date  of  my  departure.  It 
may  be  convenient  that  I  should  wait  a  few 
days  to  finish  half-complete^  proposals,  and  to 
give  the  Grovemment  time  to  decide  what 
arrangements,  if  any,  it  will  make  to  carry  on 
the  work.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  undertake 
any  fresh  work,  and  should  be  glad  to  leave 
as  soon  as  it  is  convenient." 

A  valuable  authority  speaking  with 
respect  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
grievances  were  to  be  redressed,  said 
that  a  Bill  was  before  the  Transvaal 
Parliament  to  enable  the  Government 
of  the  colony  to  make  the  appointments 
to  the  Civil  Service  exactly  as  they 
pleased.  There  was  no  provision  for 
entrance  .examinations,  and  it  was 
truly  affirmed  that  if  that  policy  was 
carried  out  it  might  be  said  with 
perfect  accuracy  that  there  would  be 
no  test  at  all  of  the  ability  of  the  men 
to  be  appointed  to  the  Civil  Service 
in  the  Transvaal ;  and  that  the  Grovem- 
ment would  not  be  able  to  resist  the 
pressure  put  upon  them  by  their  sup- 
porters for  appointments.  Two  years 
ago,  it  was  pointed  out  in  the 
frankest  possible  manner  that  the 
spoils  should  be  given  to  the  victors. 
He  thought  he  had  shown  the  Govern- 
ment the  facts  of  the  case,  but  he  ap- 
pealed with  all  the  earnestness  in  his 
power  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  not 
to  assume  the  facts  as  he  had  stated 
them,  but  to  influence  the  (Jovemment 
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to  liave  an  inquiry  by  three  men  of 
impartiality  from  this  country,  who 
would  go  into  the  facts,  and  who  would 
say  whether  the  case,  which  rested  on 
the  very  strong  prima  facie  grounds  put 
before  the  House,  was  one  which  did  not 
mark  the  action  which  should  be  taken 
by  His  Majesty's  Government.  He 
was  extremely  sorry  to  detain  the  House 
«o  long,  but  there  had  been  no  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  these  matters  at  all 
this  session.  The  only  discussion  of 
the  affairs  of  Natal  in  which  they  had 
•engaged  in  that  House  was  afforded  of  what 
he  thought,  was  the  most  exasperating 
form  of  controversy,  namely,  by  Questions 
put  to  the  Grovemment  by  zealots  below 
the  gangway.  In  this  controversy  it 
should  be  remembered  that  our 
policy  had  added  to  the  work  of  the 
Natal  Grovemment  the  very  formidable 
problem  of  Zululand  as  well  as  the  very 
formidable  problem  with  respect  to 
natives  in  their  own  territory.  Natal  was 
A  small  Colony  with  honourable  traditions, 
And  in  the  humanity  of  whose  rulers  he 
had  the  most  implicit  confidence.  This 
•controversy,  so  far  as  he  was  able 
to  iudge,  had  gathered  round  four 
principal  points.  One  was  the  arrest 
by  a  strong  force  of  the  Chief  Dini- 
^u  ;  the  second  was  the  proclama- 
tion of  martial  law  ;  the  third  was  the 
question  of  the  prolongation  of  the 
preliminary  examination  of  Dinizulu ;  and 
the  fourth  was  the  question  of  Dinizulu's 
salary.  Speaking  entirely  for  himself, 
he  thought  we  were  in  this  difficulty. 
We  were  bound  to  believe  that  the  Natal 
Oovemment  were  acting  with  reasonable 
cause.  At  the  same  time  we  were 
bound  by  all  our  honourable  traditions 
to  presume  the  innocence  of  a  man  until 
he  was  found  guilty.  These  two  posi- 
tions were  extremely  difficult  to  reconcile 
in  discussing  this  matter,  and  the  House 
would  bear  with  him  if  he  might  seem  not 
always  satisfactorily  to  recognise  them. 
He  was  bound  to  assume  that  the  Natal 
Grovemment  had  good  cause  for  arresting 
Dinizulu ;  he  was  glad  to  assume  it, 
and  he  could  assure  them  he  would  not 
do  so  tmless  he  thought  that  they  had 
good  cause.  He  thought  that  the  Natal 
Grovemment  were  absolutely  right,  if 
they  undertook  that  step,  to  use  a  force 
to  effect  the  arrest  which  would  make 
Tesistance   impossible.    That   was   both 


a  humane  and  an  expedient  thing  to  do. 
They  had  also  acted  legally  in  putting 
Dinizulu  through  a  long  preliminary 
examination.  A  Statute  had  been 
passed  by  the  House  authorising  them 
to  do  it.  He  spoke  with  diffidence, 
for  there  were  lawyers  present  who 
would  correct  him  if  he  was  wrong, 
but  he  thought  that  even  in  this  country 
there  had  been  occasions  in  which  two 
or  three  months  had  been  spent  in 
preliminary  investigations  in  important 
cases. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) :  Without  formulating  a  definite 
charge  ? 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  he  did  not 
think  that  was  quite  the  point.  The 
arrest  took  place  under  a  warrant  or 
imder  an  information  in  this  country, 
but  frequently  the  result  of  a  preliminary 
investigation  was  an  indictment  to  be 
made  of  entirely  different  character 
from  the  cause  of  the  original  warrant. 
Now  the  length  of  time  required  for 
the  purposes  of  the  law  was  about 
double  what  was  needed  in  this  country. 
The  distances  in  Zululand  were  enormous. 
The  difficulty  of  finding  the  witnesses  was 
exceedingly  great,  as  was  also  the  amount 
of  time  occupied  in  bringing  them  up  to 
Court.  The  Attomey-Gfeneral  had  also 
distinctly  stated  that  he  regarded  it  as 
in  the  interests  of  the  prisoner,  that 
every  fact  to  be  r3lied  upoA  at  the  trial 
should  be  given  notice  of  to  him  and  his 
advisers  in  the  preliminary  examination. 
It  was  stated  that  the  view  which 
the  Attorney-General  had  taken  had 
met  with  the  approbation  of  those 
who  defended  Dinizulu.  Although  it 
was  natural  that  comment  should 
have  been  made  on  the  length  of  time 
occupied,  yet  on  reviewing  the  circum- 
stances in  comparison  with  our  own 
system,  which,  of  course,  possessed 
facilities  infinitely  greater  for  ensuring 
speed,  he  doubted  whether  any  just 
condemnation  could  be  cast  on  the  Natal 
Grovemment  in  respect  of  this  delay.  He 
did  not  pass  any  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
circumstances  in,  which  martial  law  was 
proclaimed,  but  be  was  entitled  to  say 
that  martial  law  never  had  been  ad- 
miAistered  in  a  more  lenient  way  than  by 
the   Natal   Grovemment.    Not   a   single 
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execution  had  taken  place  under  it,  and 
it  would  be  unjust  and  uogenerous  in 
them  at  this  distance  bom  the  scene  to 
pronouAce  a  hasty  opinion  against  the 
proclamation  until  they  were  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  made.  In  regard  to  the 
pa3rment  of  Dinizulu's  salary,  he  thought 
that  His  Majesty's  Grovernment  were  right 
in  having  paid  it  to  him.  He  thought 
that  the  documents  showed  that  there 
was  a  primary  obligation  on  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  pay  that  salary,  unless 
the  circumstances  could  be  established 
affording  not  technical  but  real  and 
convincing  reasons  why  they  should 
not  do  so.  He  did  not  attach  much 
importance  to  the  question,  but  for 
what  his  own  personal  opimon  was  worth, 
he  thought  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  right,  having  regard  to  the 
length  of  the  proceedings  that  were 
talang  place  and  to  the  poverty  and 
unjust  needs  of  the  Chief  Dinizulu,  in 
recognising  that  the  obligation  to  pay  the 
salary  to  him,  even  if  their  view  did  not 
coincide  with  that  of  the  Natal  Gk»vem- 
ment.  He  did  not  l^ieve  that  there 
would  be  much  difficult}  for  anyone  in 
whom  they  had  confidence  to  persuade 
reasonable  men  in  Natal  on  this 
point,  and  he  did  not  think  that  he 
should  have  any  difficulty  now.  He  was 
afraid  that  he  had  detained  the  House 
longer  than  he  had  intended,  and  he 
knew  that  he  had  tried  the  good-will 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  once 
or  twice.  He  had  endeavoured,  as  he 
should  always  endeavour,  to  speak  on 
these  matters  in  no  partisan  spirit.  He 
thought  that  that  which  had  taken  place 
with  reference  to  questions  in  the  Bast 
was  of  very  serious  importance.  Unless 
the  House  was  satisfied  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  really  going  to  consult  and 
pay  some  deference  to  the  views  of 
legislative  coimcils  in  the  Crown  Colonies, 
an  infinite  amount  of  trouble  would 
come  upon  us.  He  admitted  that 
the  problem  of  South  Africa  was 
more  vital  than  even  those  other 
questions  in  the  East  to  which  he 
had  referred.  How  could  we  expect 
to  retain  the  confidence  and  allegiance 
of  our  fellow-subjects  in  South  A&ca  if 
His  Majesty's  Government  stood  by  and 
allowed  Civil  servants  to  return  ruined 
from  the  country  to   which  they  had 
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rendered  good  service  1  No  country,, 
however  great,  could  afford  to  lose  such 
allegiance,  and  he  appealed  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  who  he  knew  felt 
as  strongly  as  he  did  upon  this  subject, 
whether  this  was  not  a  problem  which 
closely  touched  the  honour  and  reputa- 
tion of  our  own  country.  He  had  made 
no  reflection  on  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, and  he  would  be  unwilling  to  do 
so,  unless  the  facts  were  more  fully 
known.  He  had  asked  that  an  inquiry 
should  take  place  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  people  of  this  country.  The  honour 
and  reputation  of  the  country  ought  not 
to  suffer  at  their  hands,  and  he  made 
this  demand  for  an  inquiry  in  terms  which 
he  had  striven  to  make  moderate  in 
tone,  and  he  conunended  it  with  the 
utmost  earnestness  to  the  consideration 
both  of  the  House  and  the  country. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  had  listened 
with  much   pleasure  to   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  although    he  had   said 
that  it    was    a    long   speech,     it    had 
not  proved  too  long  for  those  who   had 
heard  it.    He  would  endeavour  to  answer 
all    the    points    which    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  had  raised.     He  might  say 
that  he  welcomed  the  moderation  with 
which  he  had  spoken,  as  he  always  did, 
with  the  exception  of  an  allusion  which 
he  had  made  to  his  right  hon.  friend,  to 
which  he  would  revert  later.     On  the 
last  point  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  referred  he  thought  that  he 
had   a    complete   answer — so    complete 
that  he  made  an  appeal  to    hon.  and 
right   hon.    Grentlemen  in  that  House, 
and  to  all  persons  outside,  especially  those 
who  had  a  knowledge  of  or  were  connected 
with  our  Civil  Service,  to  take  note  of  the 
official  figures,  which  were  an  absolute 
refutation  of  the  charges  made  against 
the  Transvaal   Government.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  opium 
traffic,   and  said  that  they  had  taken 
action  without  consulting  the  authorities 
at  Hong  Kong.    It  was  impossible  fully 
to  consult  the  authorities.     It  was  not 
certain   until   a   short  time   before  the 
debate  that  that  particular  debate  would 
take   place.     Although   they   did  their 
best   to    ascertain   the    views   of  those 
cognisant   of  the  matter,   it  was  quite 
impossible  to  get  anything  like  a  reasoned 
opinion  from  the  inhabitants  of  Hong 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


126] 


Supply. 


{28  July  1908} 


Supply. 


1262 


Kong.  He  reasserted  what  lie  liad  said 
in  a  previous  discussion,  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  Government  to  close  the 
opium  dens  in  Hong  Kong.  That  re- 
mained the  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  as  regarded  that  policy  itself  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  forgive  him 
if  he  quoted  some  words  of  his.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  on  a  former 
occasion — 

'*1  congratulate  the  Government  and  the 
Under-Secretarv  on  having  taken  steps  which 
are  entirely  reasonable  in  the  ciroumstances.*' 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  Of  course,  I 
agreed  with  that  policy,  but  what  I  said 
was  that  every  person  of  sense  presimied 
that  the  ordinary  steps  had  been  taken 
that  would  make  the  policy  palatable. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  the  ordinary 
steps  could  not  be  taken  for  reasons 
that  he  had  given.  The  ordinary  steps 
were  now  being  taken,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  act  throughout  on  the  advice 
they  had  recently  obtained,  and  would 
obtain,  from  the  Governor.  He  believed 
he  would  be  able  to  satisfy  the  House 
that  the  best  public  opinion  in  Hong  Kong, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Gbvemor  himself, 
coincided  with  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  measure  they  proposed 
to  take.  With  regard  to  Ceylon  pearls, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was 
extraordinarily  persistent  on  that  point, 
which  he  would  have  thought  anyone  in 
his  position  would  have  desired  to  forget. 
In  a  public  career  which  had  been  dis- 
tinguished by  almost  uniform  success, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  man  in  the  street, 
there  were  two  matters  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  come  croppers. 
One  was  the  question  of  Ceylon  pearls 
and  the  other  Chinese  labour.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  return  to 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  used  some  sarcastic 
language  on  the  subject ;  but  that 
language  seemed  to  him  to  be  well 
justified,  and,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  Colonial  Office,  he  said  they 
still  thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman made  an  uncommonly  bad 
bargain,  for  he  thought  he  was  right 
in  saying  that  the  company  that  got  the 
concession,  greatly  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  surprise,  made  a  profit  of 

VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


something  over  60  per  cent.  That  was  a 
fairly  large  percentage.  When  a  man 
made  a  bargain  with  another  man  to 
exploit  something  which  he  had  in  his 
possession,  and  that  person  made  a 
profit  approaching  even  remotely  60  per 
cent.,  the  man  in  the  street  would  say 
that  he  had  made  a  bad  bargain.  That 
the  profits  in  this  particular  year  had 
not  been  so  great  was  exceedingly  likely, 
but,  of  course,  this  was  rather  a  barren 
controversy,  because  they  would  not 
know  for  many  years,  with  certainty, 
who  was  right.  But  if  they  took  the 
contract  as  far  as  it  had  gone  and  the 
profits  made,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  a  very  bad  bargain.  Now  he 
left  these  two  points,  and  came  to  the 
question  of  Natal,  which  had  occupied  the 
House  at  Question-time  very  fully  for 
many  days  past.  He  would  say  that  the 
matter  was  critical  and  important,  for 
at  this  moment  the  Natal  Parliament 
was  discussing  it.  The  Natal  Grovem- 
ment  had  not  seen  fit  to  pay  Dinizulu's 
salary.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  over  the 
ground  again,  but  it  would  be  remem- 
bered that  their^ason  was  that  Dinizulu 
was  in  the  position  of  an  ordinary  civil 
servant,  and  that,  therefore,  they  were 
entitled  to  withhold  his  salary.  To  this 
the  Grovemment  had  replied  that  what- 
ever their  view  might  be,  when  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  made  the  bargain  he  said 
that  the  salary  should  not  be  withdrawn 
without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  Government  were  convinced 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were 
present — and  he  need  hardly  say  that 
every  one  in  the  House  wished  ardently 
that  he  were — ^he  would  agree  with  the 
Government  that  to  take  away  a  man's 
salary  just  at  the  moment  when  he 
wanted  it  most,  just  at  the  moment  when 
by  the  operation  of  martial  law  he  was 
debarred  from  getting  resources  from 
his  own  countrymen,  was  action  they 
could  not  take  and  action  to  which  they 
could  not  and  would  not  give  their 
consent.  The  Government  had  said 
they  would  wait  until  the  Natal  Supreme 
Court  had  decided  whether  the  Natal 
Grovemment  were  liable  or  not — because 
the  Natal  Government  said  they  wished 
to  submit  the  question  to  the  tribunal— 
but  they  were  not  able  to  wait,  first, 
because  the   action   did  not  come   on, 
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and  also  for  two  other  reasons  which 
were  conclusive  to  them  and  he  under- 
stood to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The 
first  was  that  they  had  found  out 
that  Dinizulu  had  got  no  more  money, 
and  that  those  who  supported  him  had 
no  money  either.  He  did  not  know 
what  the  expenses  of  the  defence  of  this 
native  chief  were,  but  he  was  told  they 
amounted  to  £100  a  month,  and  if  they 
amounted  to  anything  like  that  it  was 
apparent  that  there  had  been  a  strain 
on  his  resources,  and  it  was  not  sur- 
prising that  he  and  his  friends  should  be 
denuded  of  resources.  Convinced  that 
what  they  were  told  was  correct  and  that 
he  had  no  more  money,  the  Grovemment 
decided  that  that  was  an  added  reason 
why  they  should  themselves  pay  in 
accordance  with  the  statement  made  by 
the  Attorney- General.  The  third  reason 
why  they  considered  that  they  must 
take  action  was  that  they  were  threatened 
with  legal  proceedings  as  a  Government, 
based  on  the  statement  of  the  Attomey- 
(Jeneral,  for  the  payment  of  the  salary 
from  Imperial  funds.  So  far  as  the 
payment  of  the  salary  was  concerned, 
they  would  have  been  most  willing 
litigants,  for  they  wanted  to  pay  the 
salary,  and  nothing  would  have  pleased 
them  better  than  to  have  been  ordered 
to  do  so  by  the  Court ;  but  they  foresaw 
that  were  a  case  brought,  either  by  peti- 
tion of  right  or  by  some  other  method, 
against  the  GrOvemment  in  the  Courts  here 
the  pleadings  and  the  speeches  of  counsel 
would  have  contained  violent  indictments 
of  the  Government  of  the  Colony  of  Natal 
for  their  action  in  not  paying.  They  were 
anxious,  and  especially  in  view  of  the 
effect  it  might  have  on  natives  in  Natal, 
that  no  such  state  of  affairs  should  arise. 
A  public  controversy  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Natal  on  a  matter  of  honourable 
obligation,  would  have  been  so  injurious 
to  all  concerned  that  it  was  their  bounden 
duty  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  once  by 
paying  the  salary ;  and  in  taking  that 
action  he  felt  confident  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  assent  of  all  their  friends 
on  their  own  side  of  the  House.  And 
he  must  add  that  all  on  his  side  of  the 
House  would  welcome  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that 
he  was  convinced  that  in  this  case  the 
Government  had  acted  rightly ;  but  even 
Colonel  Seely, 


more  were  they  grateful  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Darlington,  who,  yesterday, 
knowing  the  views  of  the  Opposition, 
and  that  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  come  too  late  to  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Natal  Parlia- 
ment, who  would  wish  to  know  the 
opinion  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  with  characteristic  courage 
and  straightforwardness,  stated  in  the 
form  of  a  supplementary  question 
the  view  to  which  he  had  referred. 
He  thanked  the  hon.  Member  for  his 
courage  and  assistance  in  the  matter. 
With  regard  to  the  Special  Court,  hon. 
Members  wished  to  know  how  it  would 
be  constituted.  It  would  be  constituted 
on  similar  lines,  though  not  precisely  the 
same,  to  the  Special  Court  which  tried 
what  were  called  the  rebels  in  Natal. 
He  wished  at  once  to  explain  that,  of 
course,  the  forming  of  a  Special  Court  of 
Judges  was  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
prisoner.  No  one  would  wish  to  suggest 
that  a  jury  of  white  men  in  Natal  would 
not  wish  to  come  to  an  absolutely  fair 
conclusion,  but  it  was  also  true  that  when 
even  the  most  honourable  men  were 
asked  to  try  a  prisoner  whom  they  had 
lately  been  mobilised  to  capture  they 
would  find  it  a  matter  of  almost  super- 
human difficulty  to  arrive  at  an  un- 
prejudiced conclusion. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham):  Oh,  Oh! 

Colonel  SEELY  :  Perhaps  the  noble 
Lord  has  an  excess  of  superhuman  virtue. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  My  interruption 
was  directed  against  the  amazing  asser- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  because 
a  man  was  sent  out  to  capture  this 
unfortunate  chief  he  would  not  be  able 
to  form  an  unbiassed  opinion  on  his  case. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  had  stated 
that  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  such  a 
man  than  it  would  be  for  the  Judges  who 
would  be  appointed  under  this  Act. 
He  knew  the  noble  Lord  was  a  soldier, 
but  he  was  sure  he  would  agree  with  him 
that  were  he  to  mobilise  his  Yeomanry 
in  order  to  capture  somebody  with  whom 
he  disagreed  in  some  portion  of  his 
constituency  his  judgment  would  possibly 
not  be  quite  so  sound  as  that  of  a  man 
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who  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
capture.  But  in  order  that  the  noble 
Lord  might  set  his  mind  at  rest,  he  wished 
to  read  from  a  despatch  sent  to  the 
Government  by  Sir  Matthew  Nathan. 
Speaking  on  behalf  of  his  Government, 
he  said — 

**  Mr.  Carter  gave  me  various  instances, 
some  of  whichyl  know,  are  recorded  in  your 
Lordship's  office,  in  which  trial  by  jury,  owing 
to  racial  feeling,  had  proved  most  unsatisfactory, 
and  he  told  me  that  it  had  been  generally 
recognised  that  the  special  tribimal  above 
referred  to  had  served  its  purpose  excellently." 

The  noble  Lord  and  every  one  in  the 
House  would  see  that  by  the  appointment 
to  this  special  tribunal,  which  was  re- 
commended by  the  Attorney- General  in 
Natal,  it  was  more  certain  that  they 
could  ensure  an  absolutely  unprejudiced 
trial  for  this  chief ;  and  for  that,  he 
thought,  all  in  the  House  would  be  grate- 
ful to  the  Natal  Government.  It  might 
be  supposed  that  pressure  from  home 
Ixad  induced  them  to  take  this  step.  So 
far  as  he  was  aware,  that  was  not  the 
case.  Of  their  own  motion  the  Natal 
Government  proposed  this  Special  Court 
in  order  to  secure  the  most  unprejudiced 
trial  possible  for  this  native  chief.  He 
lad  been  asked  what  the  constitution  of 
the  Court  was  to  be.  He  could  not  say 
definitely,  but  he  thought  it  was  very 
likely  that  Sir  William  Smith,  a  puisne 
Judge  of  the  Transvaal,  would  serve, 
and  every  one  who  knew  anything  of 
South  African  Judges  would  agree  that  a 
more  admirable  and  impartial  appoint- 
ment as  President  of  the  Court  could  not 
be  made.  The  other  representatives 
would  be  also  judicial  functionaries, 
and  there  would  be  at  least  one 
with  a  special  knowledge  of  native  affairs. 
Mr.  Schreiner,  who,  he  thought,  might  be 
said  to  be  the  greatest  lawyer  in  South 
Africa,  had  been  retained  for  the  defence 
of  Dinizulu,  and  by  the  generosity  of 
those  who  were  anxious  to  see  complete 
and  unprejudiced  justice  done,  the  funds 
would  be  forthcomdng  for  the  defence. 
Much  of  the  funds  had  been  provided  from 
Natal,  and  som«  by  members  of  that 
House  and  others,  irrespective  of  their 
general  views,  simply  because  they  were 
anxious  to  see  full  justice  done  to  the 
prisoner  in  the  matter  of  legal  assistance. 
Dinuzulu  had  been  in  prison  seven 
months.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
-opposite  had  very  properly  made  the  best 


case  he  could  for  the  Natal  Ministry,  but 
the  fact  remained  that  to  keep  a  man  in 
gaol  seven  months  without  a  definite 
charge  was  unprecedented,  at  any  rate 
in  recent  times.  It  was  impossible  to 
expedite  the  matter  from  here,  but  he 
was  sure  the  House  would  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Dinuzulu  was  not  suffering  in  health 
from  his  confinement.  The  following 
telegram  had  been  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Natal  that  morning  in  reply 
to  a  telegram  sent  by  his  noble  friend 
the  day  before — 

.  "  Have  spoken  to  Dr.  Ward,  medical  officer 
in  charge  of  Central  Gaol,  Maritzburg,  in 
whose  sympathetic  treatment  of  prisoners  I 
have  full  confidence.  He  informs  me  that 
Dini/ulu*s  general  health  considerably  better 
than  when  he  arrived  in  December,  and  that 
chief  recently  told  Governor  of  gaol  he  had  not 
been  so  well  for  years.  He  is  less  puffy,  and 
unsatisfactory  kidney  symptoms  are  less 
pronounced.  He  has  all  exercise  he  wants  and 
such  dietary  and  medical  treatment  as  suited 
to  his  state  of  health," 

He  was  sure  the  House  would  be  glad  to 
know  that  Dinizulu  was  not  suffering 
from  ill-health.     The  prosecution  would 
be  brought  to  an  end  very  soon  indeed. 
He  understood   that  the   extraordinary 
idea  had  gained  ground  in  Natal  that 
there  was  some  intention  on  the  part  of 
His   Majesty's   Government,   as   a   con- 
sequence of  undertaking  the  obligation 
of  paying  Dinizulu' s  salary,  to  take  an 
active  part  in  this  matter  and  send  him 
away  from  the  legal  proceedingb  which 
;  were  now  going  on  and  return  him  to 
I  Zululand.     Such  a  statement  was  abso- 
!  lutely    absurd.     The    Government    had 
neither  the  power  nor  the  wish  to  interfere 
in  any  direction  of  that  kind,  and  to 
attempt  to  send  Dinizulu  back  to  Zulu- 
land  before  any  Court  had  pronoimced 
judgment  on  a  charge  definitely  brought 
I  against  him  was  absolutely  out  of  the 
question.     "With  regard  to  the  Indemnity 
I  Act,  the  point  that  had  excited  most 
interest   was   whether,    if   His   Majesty 
were   advised    not   to   disallow   it,    the 
j  Home  Government  would  not  be  assenting 
j  to  a  proclamtation  made  deposing  Dini- 
zulu from  his  position  as  chief — a  position 
I  which  was  assured  to  him  by  the  Member 
;  for    West    Birmingham.     It    had    been 
I  stated  that  a  pronouncement  had  been 
made    by   a    military   officer   that    the 
sanctioning  of  the  Indemnity  Act  by  the 
I  Home  Government  would  for  ever  deprive 
.  the  supreme  chief  of  his  position  as  such 
2X2 
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in  Zululand.  Thev  were  informed  by 
the  Governor  that  he  did  not  think 
that  waa  the  case,  but  he  had  induced  his 
noble  friend  to  send  a  further  telegram 
with  a  view  to  making  quite  sure  on  the 
point,  because  he  believed  that  irrespective 
of  party  the  House  would  hesitate  to  as- 
sent to  this  Bill  if  the  result  of  it  was 
likely  to  be  as  stated  by  Miss  Colenso  and 
others.  In  reply  to  inquiries,  the  Gover- 
nor of  Natal  had  telegraphed — 

"  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  McKenzie  did 
make  statement  imputed  to  him,  but  that  he 
was  not  authorised  by  Grovemor  Natal.  I 
certainly  gave  no  authority  to  exercise  powers 
of  supreme  chief,  nor  was  I  advised  by  Ministry 
to  do  so." 

It  would  thus  be  seen  that  whatever 
pronouncement  had  been  made  by 
Colonel  McKenzie  was  of  no  effect  in  law. 
The  Indemnity  Act  would  not  legalise 
the  action  which  he  had  taken,  which  was 
illegal  from  the  start.  The  House, 
therefore,  need  have  no  fear  that  the 
Indemnity  Act  would  prejudice  the 
status  of  Dinizulu.  In  the  view  of  the 
Home  Government  to  take  the  step  of 
hesitating  to  pass  the  Indemnity  Act 
would  be  most  unwise.  The  Act  was  the 
only  means  by  which  they  could  get  rid 
of  martial  law,  and  to  refuse  to  pass  it 
would  be  quite  contrary  to  precedent, 
and  would  have  a  most  prejudicial  effect. 
The  Home  Government  were  so  convinced 
that  to  hesitate  in  this  matter  would  be 
prejudicial  to  the  interest  not  only  of 
good  relations  between  ourselves  and  the 
Government  of  Natal,  but  especially  to  the 
natives  in  that  territory,  that  they  wou'd 
ask  the  House  to  raise  no  question  as  to 
recommending  His  Majesty  not  to  dis- 
allow the  measure  which  was  shortly 
to  be  presented  to  them.  He  came  to  the 
question  of  the  Transvaal,  and  Lord 
Milner's  judiciary  and  agricultural  pro- 
posals. He  agreed  that  the  judiciary  and 
many  other  things  set  up  by  Lord  Milner 
did  admirable  work ;  but  they  were 
set  up  on  an  altogether  extravagant 
scale,  and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  them  to  say  that  all  the  retrench- 
ments and  reductions  were  due  to  the 
policy  of  General  Botha's  Government, 
he  must  remind  him  that  the  greatest 
retrenchment  and  reductions  were  made 
under  Crown  Colony  government. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
asked  how   many  of   those    reductions 
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administration. 


Colonel  SEELY  said  he  could  not 
say  how  many.  With  regard  to  man- 
hood suffrage,  the  whole  question  was 
whether  we  ought  to  have  granted  it, 
and  in  so  doing  indirectly  set  up  a 
colour  bar.  He  could  not  say  more  than 
that  the  thing  was  done.  He  remembered 
very  well  his  right  hon.  friend  below 
the  gangway  raising  this  point  when 
the  Constitution  was  first  granted.  He 
did  not  then  fully  apprehend  the  dangers 
wtiich  might  follow  from  that  course. 
He  was  not  there  to  criticise  in  any  way 
the  conclusion  which  was  come  to,  but 
he  declared  that  the  Grbvemment  fully 
realised  the  difficulties  which  were  created 
by  this  situation.  It  might  be  said 
that  had  they  taken  the  other  course, 
the  difficulties  would  have  been  as  great, 
in  some  respects  even  greater.  That 
was  all  he  now  had  to  say  on  this  matter. 
The  thing  had  been  done  and  could  not 
be  undone.  To  deprive  white  people 
of  the  vote  they  had  enjoyed  was  a 
thing  which  it  seemed  to  him  they  could 
not  seriously  propose.  With  regard  to 
federation  or  unification,  he  could  only 
repeat  that  the  Grovemment  would 
welcome  proposals  from  the  South  African 
Grovemments  to  that  end.  They  were 
fully  aware  that  the  unification  or  federa- 
tion of  the  South  African  Grovernments 
in  whatever  form  it  came,  must  tend 
to  make  things  easier  in  almost  every 
respect,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the 
relations  between  this  Grovemment  and 
the  Governments  out  there.  But  the 
Home  Government  did  not  propose  to 
make  any  proposition  themselves  ;  they 
thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  do  so. 
They  awaited  confidently  and  with  great 
interest  the  conference  shortly  to  meet 
at  Durban,  and  would  take  every  step 
to  render  it  due  dignity.  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  had  said  that  they  ought 
to  remove  the  causes  of  irritation  and 
bitterness  which  now  existed  in  South 
Africa.  He  mentioned  four,  but  before 
doing  so  he  poured  what  he  could  hardly 
describe  as  less  than  vitriol  on  the  head 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  admired  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
adroitness  in  choosing  for  the  purpose  a 
moment  when  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  out  of  the  House.    Beside 
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that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  left  that 
Department  and,  therefore,  could  not 
«peak  for  himself. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  asked  whether  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  meant  that  they 
were  to  abstain  from  criticism  of  Ministers 
because  they  were  absent  from  the  House 
when  important  questions  were  being 
Kliscussed,  in  regard  to  which  their 
presence  was  required. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  that  when  any 
Member  criticised  another  in  far  more 
violent  terms  during  his  absence  than 
■during  his  presence,  it  might  naturally 
be  imputed  to  him  that  he  was  using 
A  wise  discretion. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  he  himself 
gave  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
notice  of  the  general  Ime  of  his  argimient 
and,  therefore,  he  ought  to  have  ac- 
quainted his  right  hon.  friend. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  thought 
Tiis  right  hon.  friend  was  fully  justified 
in  the  statements  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  took  exception.  Those 
statements  were  almost  always  directed 
against  persons  who  introduced  a  par- 
ticular form  of  labour  in  South  Africa. 
iPhat  form  was  regarded  on  the  opposite 
benches  with  favour  ;  on  the  Ministerial 
side  with  disfavour.  As  to  the  voters' 
list,  he  did  not  wish  to  reopen  the  con- 
troversy. He  must  repeat  that,  whilst 
the  Government  did  not  disagree  with 
or  demur  to  Lord  Selborne's  statement 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  list  was 
Accurate,  it  could  not  be  surprising  that 
people  in  South  Africa  did  demur  to  it 
when  they  found  that  several  thousand 
more  persons  were  on  the  register  than 
they  believed  there  were  adult  males 
in  the  country.  There  was  great  reason 
for  people  calling  in  question  a  roll 
of  this  kind  with  so  remarkable  a  dis- 
crepancy. He  himself  was  of  the  opinion 
that  there  had  been  an  extraordinary 
influx  into  the  Rand,  and  he  should 
think  there  was  no  proof  of  any  kind 
that  the  roll  was  not  accurate.  He 
submitted  that  it  was  most  unwise  to 
reopen  a  controversy  which  could  onl^ 
liave  the  effect  of  reviving  certain  class 
and  race  bitterness  in  South  Africa 
now  happily  passing  away.    With  regard 


to  Chinese  labour,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  there  was  no  difference  between 
Chinese  labour  and  black  labour  im- 
ported from  Portuguese  East  Africa. 
To  that  he  listened  with  amazement, 
thinking  such  a  statement  could  not 
be  made  by  any  reasonable  man.  What 
did  the  Liberal  Party  say  about  Chinese 
labour  ?  They  said  first  of  all  that  it 
was  introduced  against  the  will  of  the 
people.  They  went  to  an  election  and 
by  a  nwijority  of  two  to  one  they  said  the 
laberal  Party  was  right. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  here  interjected  a  remark  across 
the  Table  which  was  not  heard  in  the 
Press  gallery. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  trust  that 
remark  will  not  be  recorded  in  the 
journals  of  the  House.  A  more  disgrace- 
ful and  unworthy  suggestion [Loud 

Ministerial  cheers.] 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  rose,  but  Colonel 
Seely  refused  to  give  way. 

The  Chairman  also  rose  amid  cries 
of  "  Name  "  and  ''  Withdraw." 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  :  I  rise 
to  order. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  hon. 
Members  on  the  front  benches  ought 
to  know  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  remain 
standing  when  I  rise.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  rises  to  a  point  of  order  I 
will  hear  him. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY :  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  the  expression  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  Parliamentary — the 
word  "  disgraceful.'* 

Colonel  SEELY :  On  that  point  of 
order  may  I  ask  whether  the  original 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
's  Parliamentary  ?  [Several  Members  : 
What  was  it  ?  ] 

*  The  chairman  :  I  did  not  hear 
what  the  original  statement  was. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY :  '  I  said 
the  people  of  the  Transvaal  arrived  at 
no  such  vote  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  said 
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they  did,  and  I  added,  not  till  the  loan 
of  five  millions  was  offered,  and  not 
oven  then  did  the  people  of  the  Transvaal 
arrive  at  such  a  vote. 

*  The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think, 
whatever  opinion  hon.  Members  may 
form  of  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  that  he  said  anything  unparlia- 
mentary. Then  I  am  asked  whether 
the  word  "  disgraceful "  is  unparlia- 
mentary. I  do  not  consider  the  word 
i3  essentially  an  unparliamentary  ex- 
pression. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  remained  stand- 
ing. Sir,  only  because  I  thought  it  was 
the  custom  in  this  House  that  the  hon. 
Member  speaking  should  give  way  or 
not  at  his  option,  and  I  did  not  wish  to 
give  way  until  I  had  concluded  my 
sentence.  I  apologise  to  you,  Sir,  for 
the  mistake  I  made. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY :  In  re- 
maining standing.  Sir,  while  you  were 
standing  I  was  undoubtedly  guilty  of 
a  mistake,  but  I  thought  you  were 
securing  to  me  the  right  to  rase  my 
point  of  order. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  was  saying 
when  he  was  interrupted,  that  such  a 
statement  commenting  in  such  language 
upon  a  Government  friendly  to  this 
country,  which  had  rendered  us  such 
signal  service,  or  under  any  circumstances, 
seemed  to  him  absolutely  contrary  to 
the  best  traditions  of  this  House,  and 
he  ventured  to  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  withdraw  it.  [Cheers 
and  cries  of  "Withdraw."]  The  sugges- 
tion was  one  which  he  could  not  charact- 
erise in  Parliamentary  language.  Revert- 
ing to  the  retrenchments  the  hon.  Member 
said  that,  although  he  did  not  consider 
there  was  any  blame  to  be  attached  to  the 
Transvaal  Government  in  this  matter, 
the  Colonial  Office  had  done  their  best  to 
find  places  for  those  who  were  retrenched. 
The  total  number  of  these  retrenched 
candidates  since  the  beginning  of  1907 
was  164,  and  the  committee  of  the 
Colonial  Office  had  found  room  for  thirty- 
nine  and  twenty-one  and  eight,  making 
56  per  cent,  of  the  vacancies.  There 
were  persons  outside  who  had  made  the 
extraordinary  allegation  against  General 

Mr.  Stuaii  Wortley. 


Botha's  Government  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  making  wholesale  displacement 
of  British  officials  and  replacing  them  hy 
Dutch,  that  no  Englishmen  need  apply, 
and  other  wild  statements  of  that  land. 
It  was  admitted  there  was  a  larger  Dutch 
population  than  an  English  in  the  Trans- 
vaal.    It  was  almost  certain  that  the  adult 
males  of  South  African  descent  were  larger 
in  number  than  the  adult  males  of  English 
descent.     If  there  were  any  word  of  truth 
in  the  allegations  made,  one  would  expect 
to  find  that  there  were  about  60  or  70 
Dutchmen  to  20  or  30  or  40  Englishmen 
in   every   100.     What  were   the   facts? 
In  the  whole  Transvaal  Civil  Service,  in- 
cluding the  police  and  prison  department,, 
but  excluding  the  railways,  instead  of 
there  being  about  70  Dutchmen  and  only 
30  Englishmen  in  a  country  where  the 
Dutch  preponderated,  out  of  every  100 
there  were  84  Englishmen  and  16  Dutch- 
\  men.     He   asked   the   House   to  realise 
I  the    significance    of   those    figures.    He 
;  asked  that  the  campaign  of  misrepresents - 
I  tion  against  General  Botha's  Government 
■  should  come  to  an  end.     It  was  abso- 
I  lutely    unjustified.        What   about  the 
I  new  appointments  ?     He  would  not  have 
been  surprised  if,  in  that  case,  there  had 
I  been  a  preponderance  of  Dutch  to  redress 
I  the  balance,  though  he  would  have  de- 
plored    it.      Yet,     instead    of     70    or 
1 80     Dutchmen      being     appointed    to 
1 30   or  20    Englishmen,    since     General 
I  Botha    took     office     the      number    of 
I  new      appointments     made      were    5^ 
English,  41  Dutch.    Well,  they  had  now 
scotched  and  killed  that  calumny,  and  he 
'  was  glad  they  had.     Looking  at  those 
I  figures  which  had  just  come  to  him,  and 
I  certified  officially  to  be  correct,  it  would 
I  be  observed  that  General  Botha  and  his 
I  Government  had   treated   the   minority 
politically    with    extraordinary     gener- 
I  osity.       He  did  not  himself  admit  that 
I  the     cleavage     was     on     racial     lines. 
Then  there  were  the  railways.     In  1907 
I  there   were   employed   of   South   Africa 
bom  (English  and  Dutch  descent)  2,195; 
English  bom,  3,629  ;    other  nationaUties,^ 
329,  the  percentages  being  35  per  cent., 
58  per  cent.,  and  other  nationalities  7 
per  cent.     He  could  not  add,  therefore, 
j  to   the   statement   he   had   made,   and 
j  directly  the  figures  were  presented  he 
'  thought  that  the   whole  argument  fell 
I  to  the  groun(^.  .^Opg  could  not  help  being 
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8orry  for  the  gentlemen  whose  appoint- 
ments had  been  brought  to  a  close.  He 
had  seen  nearly  all  of  them  personally, 
and  in  several  cases  the  Department  had 
managed  to  get  them  suitable  appoint- 
ments. He  had  received  an  announce- 
ment, indeed,  to  the  effect  that  on  the 
previous  day  an  important  appoint- 
ment had  been  secured  for  one  gentle- 
man, and  he  would  make  an  appeal  to 
the  other  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  see  whether  they  could  not 
give  help  in  a  similar  direction.  He 
thought,  however,  that  he  had  disposed 
of  the  allegation  that  had  been  made. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  said  it  still 
stood  on  record  that  the  Opposition  pro- 
tested against  the  grant  of  self-govern- 
ment to  the  Transvaal.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  he  right  hon.  Grentleman 
continued  to  make  that  statement.  It 
was  a  great  experiment,  but  its  success 
had  been  most  surprising.  Of  that 
there  could  be  no  question,  for,  whereas 
a  few  years  ago  we  had  there  a  hostile 
population,  it  was  now  true  to  say  that 
in  matters  of  great  difl&culty  and  delicacy 
daring  the  last  eighteen  months  no  man 
had  been  so  loyal  a  friend  to  the  British 
Government  as  Greneral  Botha.  That 
opinion  was  not  confined  to  Englishmen 
in  this  coimtry.  He  did  not  know 
whether  hon.  Members  had  read  the 
speech  which  had  recently  been  delivered 
by  Sir  H.  de  Villiers  during  the  celebra- 
tions at  Quebec,  but  it  was  so  interesting 
that  he  would  quote  it — 

**  South  Africa  in  recent  years  has  passed 
through  a  terrible  ordeal,  but  she  is  slowly 
recovering  from  the  effects  of  an  injurious  war. 
Only  those  who  have  lived  there  and  had  friends 
and  relatives  fighting  on  both  sides  can  fully 
realise  what  that  war  meant  to  us.  It  was  under- 
taken for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  equal  rights 
for  all,  but  for  some  time  after  peace  was 
established  it  looked  as  if  political  rights  were 
to  be  withheld  for  an  indefinite  period  from 
the  new  subjects  of  the  King.  At  length, 
however,  different  counsels  prevailed.  A  policy 
of  trust  was  adopted,  with  the  novel  result  that 
a  sullen  and  discontented  people  were,  as  if  by 
magic,  changed  into  law-abiding,  loyal  su  bjects. 
From  that  quarter  no  danger  need  be  appre- 
hended for  the  future.  On  the  contrary,  if  ever 
any  foreign  Power  should  attempt  to  wrest 
South  Africa  from  the  Empire,  you  may  be 
quite  sure  that  history  will  repeat  itself,  and, 
just  as  the  French-Canadians  were  foremost 
in  defending  their  country  against  attacks 
from  without,  so  the  Dutch  inhabitants  of 
South  Africa  will  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder 
witn  their  British .  fellow-subjects  for  their 
King  and  country ' ' 


The  Government  were  persuaded  that 
the  eloquent  words  uttered  by  this 
speaker  represented  the  truth  in  South 
Africa,  and  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
rejoiced  that  they  had  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  helping  to  carry  out  this 
great  and  beneficent  work. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  said  that 
he  adhered  to  what  he  had  stated.  He 
said  that  the  hon.  Member's  description 
of  the  South  African  elections  was 
inaccurate,  and  that  it  had  been  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  casting  obloquy  on 
his  right  hon.  friend.  Personally  he 
had  said  nothing  which  had  not  already 
been  said  both  in  and  out  of  the  House. 
Greneral  Botha  had  stated  that  the 
Grovemm-Bnt  returned  from  the  polls 
not  pledged  to  abolish  Chinese  labour — 
[Oh,  oh  !] — and  for  some  time  after  they 
announced  their  intention  not  to  abolish 
it.  Thereafter  the  Government  thought 
fit  to  accord  to  the  Transvaal  exceptional 
financial  treatment  which  had  never 
been  accorded  to  any  self-governing 
Colony ;  and  he  said  that  according  to 
the  historical  sequence  the  evidence 
was  accurate,  and  he  had  nothing  to 
take  away  from  the  statement.  It  was 
for  the  Government  to  explain  why  they 
offered  that  financial  assistance  at  that 
particular  period  of  time.  He  had  never 
seen  any  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  circumstance,  and  he  refused  to  ad- 
mit any  inaccuracy  in  his  statement. 

Colonel  SEELY  pointed  out  that 
Greneral  Botha  in  his  speech  before  the 
poll,  said  that — 

"  We  will  not  have  Chinese  labour  with 
indenture  or  without  indenture." 

The  policy  adopted  as  to  Chinese  labour 
had  been  justified  by  its  complete  success, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  see  that  his  statement  with  regard 
to  the  programme  of  the  Government 
was  incorrect.  General  Botha's  state- 
ment was  conclusive  on  that  point. 
He  regretted  that  the  insinuation  of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  had  been  made, 
and  he  hoped  that  before  the  sitting 
was  closed  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  said  that 
the  statements  were  made  by  the  Minister 
in  the  Transvaal  to  the  effect  that  they 
returned    from    the    polls    to    continue 
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this  Chinese  labour  policy.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers could  only  speak  according  to  the 
general  evidence  that  reached  them. 

•Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester)  drew  attention  to  the  attitude 
of  mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  as  shown  in  his  opening  remarks. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  treated 
the  Committee  once  again  to  the  now 
familiar  doctrine  that  if  they  persisted 
in  their  criticisms  on  the  action  of  Natal, 
they  were  doing  something  that  was 
showing  disloyalty  or  that  was  giving 
embarrassment  to  the  loyal  minority  in 
that  Colony.  It  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary doctrine  to  be  preached  from 
the  front  Opposition  bench  that  in  that 
Imperial  House  they  must  not  say  what 
they  believed  to  be  true  of  the  political 
conduct  of  Ministers  of  our  self-govern- 
ing Colonies  lest  they  laid  themselves 
open  to  the  retort  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  they  were  putting 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  and  creating 
embarrassment  for  what  he  called  the 
loyal  English  minority. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  claimed  and  had  always 
claimed  in  that  House  to  criticise  the 
action  of  the  Grovemment  with  regard  to 
the  Transvaal,  and  especially  with  regard 
to  giving  them  self-government. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  ad- 
mitted  that  that  was  perfectly  true,  but 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
the  general  statement,  he  made  with 
special  reference  to  Natal  the  observation 
to  which  he  (Mr.  Macdonald)  now  re- 
ferred. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  mean  to  convey  that  impression,  he 
could  only  say  that  that  was  the  way  it 
struck  him.  Those  who  had  ventured 
to  make  these  criticisms  and  who 
honestly  believed  they  were  entitled  to 
do  so,  had  met  with  the  criticism  outside 
that  they  were  doing  something  to 
disrupt  the  Empire  and  putting  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  Natal.  It  was 
perfectly  true  that  they  might  sometimes 
criticise  things  that  had  happened  in 
Natal  during  the  last  two  or  three  years 
with  a  strength  of  feeling  and  in  a  way 
that  might  create  offence  in  Natal,  but 
hon.    and    right    hon.    Members    must 

Mr,  Stuart  JFortley. 


remember  that  whilst  that  criticism 
on  Natal  might  be  objectionable  and 
indiscreet,  those  who  exaggerated 
the  meaning  and  value  of  that 
criticism  and  who  came  to  that 
House  and  misrepresented  that  criti- 
cism were  doing  more  than  those 
who  uttered  it  to  contribute  to  the 
unrest  in  Natal.  The  person  who  ex- 
aggerated what  was  said  in  the  House 
and  caused  it  to  be  exaggerated  out  in 
Natal,  forgot  that  it  was  his  exaggeraticm 
quite  as  much  as  the  criticism  in  this 
House  that  caused  unrest  there. 

Mr.  LYTTLETON:  Let  the  hon. 
Member  quote  the  words  that  he  imagines 
I  made  use  of. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  said  he 
was  sorry  he  had  not  taken  down  the 
observations  which  were  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gep,tleman  with  regard  to  the 
criticism  that  was  offered  both  inside 
and  outside  the  House  on  affairs  in 
Natal.  With  regard  to  the  Transvaal 
Civil  Service  appointments,  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  had  completely  and 
in  the  strongest  way  disposed  of  the 
complaints  which  were  so  common  on 
that  subject.  But  there  was  something 
more  that  he  (Mr.  Macdonald)  might 
say.  He  happened  to  be  in  the 
Transvaal  shortly  after  the  peace, 
and  he  saw  the  influx  of  those  extra- 
ordinary Civil  servants  whom  Lord 
Milner  appointed  to  carry  out  the  paci- 
fication. He  did  not  wish  to  refer  to 
what  went  on,  it  would  be  sufficient 
for  him  to  say  to  any  hon.  Member  of 
the  House  who  had  made  himself 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  Trans- 
vaal that  the  whole  body  of  imported 
Civil  Service  which  Lord  Milner  placed 
in  authority  in  offices  in  the  Transvaal 
was  known  to  the  people  of  the  Trans- 
vaal as  "Milner's  Kindergarten."  Any- 
body who  went  into  the  Government 
offices  of  Johannesburg,  Pretoria,  or 
Bloomfontein  must  have  seen  that  since 
the  War  a  great  change  had  taken  place. 
Firstly,  the  staff,  numerically,  was  far 
too  large ;  and,  secondly,  the  men  whom 
Lord  Mibier  appointed  were  not  the 
proper  men  for  the  duty  imposed  upon 
them.  Every  Dutch  Civil  servant  he 
had  had  the  pleasure  of  consulting  in  the 
Colony  held  up  his  hands  in  horror  and 
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said  that  as  soon  as  self-government 
was  granted  the  unfortunate  thing  they 
would  have  to  face  was  the  complete 
reconstruction  of  the  personnel  of  the 
Civil  Service  that  had  been  imposed  upon 
the  Coloqy  by  the  Governor.  That 
had  taken  place.  It  was  inevitable  that 
it  should  take  place,  and  it  was  an  evi- 
dence of  the  common  sense  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  put  into  power  both  in  Johannes- 
burg and  Bloemfontein.  Last  session  he 
took  part  in  the  debate  in  the  House  on 
the  question  of  the  franchise  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  he  then  expressed  some 
doubt  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  man- 
hood suffrage  which  the  Government 
had  instituted  in  the  Transvaal,  not 
because  he  was  opposed  to  manhood 
sufErage  but  because  he  believed  that 
everybody  who  had  studied  affairs  in 
South  Africa  would  see  the  enormous 
disadvantage  of  such  a  franchise  when 
the  time  came  to  enfranchise  the 
natives.  It  was  certain  that  the 
question  of  the  native  franchise  would 
not  be  left  long,  and  directly  that  ques- 
tion came  up  it  would  be  a  great  obstacle 
to  the  enfranchisement  of  the  natives 
all  over  Africa  that  there  was  man- 
hood suffrage  in  the  Transvaal.  His 
democratic  principles,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  had  struggled  in  vain  to 
justify  the  action  the  Gk>vemment  took 
on  that  occasion,  in  view  of  the  larj^er 
question  of  native  rights.  He  thought 
greater  good  would  have  been  done  if 
the  white  men  had  been  subjected  to  a 
higher  standard  of  franchise.  He 
thought  we  should  not  have  established  a 
franchise  in  the  Transvaal  which  might 
be  a  permanent  bar  to  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  the  natives  of  South  Africa.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  do  its 
best  to  see  that  the  Cape  solution  was 
followed  when  the  new  Federal  Constitu- 
tion was  being  framed.  Although  he 
knew  that  the  Home  Government  might 
not  want  to  interfere,  unofficial  members 
might  express  a  hope  that  Cape  Colony 
would  stand  by  the  native  franchise 
when  the  Federation  Convention  meets. 
The  first  thing  to  observe  about 
Natal  was  the  extraordinary  Indemnity 
Act,  which  he  regretted  the  House  was 
not  going  to  have  a  further  opportunity 
of  discussing.  The  extraordinary  feature 
of  the  present  Bill,  a  feature  that  had 
never   been   known   in   connection  with 


an  Indemnity  Bill,  was  the  change 
that  had  be  made  in  the  Bill  now  on 
its  way  to  this  country  as  compared 
with  the  Act  of  1906.  In  the  Act  of 
1906  the  preamble  recited — 

"  That  whereas  serious  disturbances  aooom- 
paaied  by  rebellion  have  recently  arisen  and  still 
continue  among  certain  parts  of  the  native 
population  of  this  Colony." 

Some  Members  doubted  the  rebellion. 
Some  of  them  had  never  yet  been  con- 
vinced that  there  was  ever  a  rebellion 
in  Natal,  though  there  were  people  who 
alleged  from  their  point  of  view  that 
there  was  a  rebellion  which  justified  the 
proclamation  of  martial  law  in  1906. 
The  Bill  did  not  allege  rebellion.  This 
was  an  example  of  the"  Rake's  Progress." 
The  Natal  Government  were  now  goin  g 
to  withdraw  "  rebellion "  and  put  in 
**  several  crimes  of  violence  in  Zululand 
creating  a  state  of  unrest  and  insecurity 
among  the  inhabitants."  Was  ever  a 
more  flimsy  pretext  made  for  martial 
law  ?  What  were  we  going  to  come  to 
if  we  were  going  to  jump  from  rebellion, 
from  a  state  of  war,  from  a  hostile  state 
of  things  under  which  it  was  impossible 
for  the  ordinary  civil  and  criminal  Courts 
to  sit — the  proper  justification  for  martial 
law  hitherto — to  a  state  of  things  where 
"  several  crimes  of  violence  "  created 
a  **  state  of  unrest  "  —  not  even  of 
civil  disturbance  but  unrest — and  in- 
security among  the  inhabitants  as  the 
justification  ?  Why,  the  brewers  in  this 
country  at  the  present  time  could  say 
that  owing  to  the  Bill  in  this  House  a 
state  of  unrest  had  come  among  them, 
and  something  akin  to  martial  law  should 
be  established.  He  did  not  believe  that 
political  differences  divided  them  on 
this  matter.  Hon.  Members  above  the 
gangway  shared  their  sense  of  British 
justice  and  were  not  going  to  countenance 
martial  law  in  Natal  because  of  "several 
acts  of  violence."  Later  on  the  words 
"disturbance  and  rebellion"  were 
omitted,  and  the  words  "  crimes  and 
the  restoration  of  order  and  good  govern- 
ment "  were  inserted.  Another  reason 
given  for  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law  was  to  facilitate  the  investigation 
of  crime  and  the  arrest  and  detention  of 
the  persons  charged.  There  was,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  not  a  single 
Member  of  the  House,  even  of  the  most 
old-fashioned    Conservativje    type,   who 
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would  maintain  that  the  allegations  in 
the  Bine-book  were  adequate  for  a  pro- 
clamation of  martial  law.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  had  said  that  if  we  did 
not  accept  this  Bill  things  would  remain 
as  they  were.  That  brought  up  the 
question  of  Dinizulu.  What  about 
evidence  for  defence  ?  That  was  just  the 
wickedness  of  it,  because  it  proved 
that  they  went  and  did  a  certain 
thing  which  created  injustice,  and  then 
at  a  certain  point  the  Government 
turned  round  and  said  that  unless  they 
were  excused  from  their  wrong-doing 
the  evil  of  that  wrong-doing  would  be 
visited  on  the  heads  of  innocent  people. 
He  was  not  going  to  argue  the  point,  he 
only  stated  it  and  left  the  Committee 
to  draw  its  own  conclusions.  The  Com- 
mittee would  at  all  events  agree  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see 
that  this  sort  of  thing  did  not  happen 
agaiil.  That  was  the  general  case  against 
the  Natal  Government,  not  from  a  petty 
sectional  point  of  view,  but  from  an 
Imperial  point  of  view ;  not  from  the 
point  of  view  of  Labour  or  Liberal 
Members,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  national,  the  inherited  liberties  of 
the  British  race.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  St.  George's  in  his  almost 
ladylike  and  drawing-room  account  of 
what  was  going  on  made  him  wonder  if  he 
was  really  listening  to  a  statement  of  how 
Dinizulu  was  being  tried.  The  right  hon 
Gentleman  left  out  the  salient  points.  He 
did  not  tell  them  of  the  continued  cam- 
paign of  calumny,  he  did  not  tell  them 
that  they  had  to  wait  day  after  day  and 
week  after  week  before  the  Government 
could  make  any  charge  against  Dinizulu ; 
he  did  not  describe  the  vagueness  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  chief;  he  did 
not  refer  to  the  long  campaign  of  calumny 
which  preceded  the  arrest  when  the  Natal 
Government  refused  to  protect  Dinizuhi 
from  the  libels.  The  Government  were 
cognisant  of  the  fact  that  these  calumnies, 
amounting  to  libel,  were  published  day 
after  day  in  the  South  African  Press,  and 
the  Government  of  Natal  never  gave  any 
reason  to  show  that  they  were  the  pro- 
tectors of  Dinizulu.  They  were,  there- 
fore, bound  to  say  that  the  Government 
held  on,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  which 
inevitably  came  for  arresting  Dinizulu, 
not  on  any  charge,  but  on  a  vague  basis 
of  assertions  not  one  of  which  was 
definite  enough  to  make  it  possible 
Mr,  Ramsay  Macdonald, 


for  Dinizulu's  solicitor  to  deal  with  it, 
Dinizulu  was  accused  of  murder— the 
murder  of  whom,  where,  when— -ten 
years  ago,  twenty  years  ago,  or  yester- 
day ?  Not  a  single  definite  statem«it 
was  made  in  support  of  the  accusations 
on  which  Dinizulu's  solicitor  or  his 
friends  could  go  and  search  for  witnesses 
to  enable  them  specifically  to  show  that 
this  or  that  particular  story  was  untrue, 
because  there  was  never  a  particular 
story  told.  The  Natal  Government  had 
secured  to  themselves  a  roving  com- 
mission to  spread  their  emissaries  and 
agents  all  over  Zululand  under  martial 
law  to  inquire  into  this,  that,  and  the 
other,  not  to  find  out  whether  this  or 
that  statement  was  true,  but  to  find 
out  whether  Dinizulu  had  ever  done 
anything  which  would  enable  them 
sooner  or  later  to  formulate  a  decent 
indictment  to  place  before  the  Court. 
And  not  only  that,  but  it  had  been  alleged 
that  va,  the  course  of  gathering  the 
evidence  there  had  been  certain  floggings. 
He  was  perfectly  well  aware  that  this  had 
been  denied,  and  he  was  not  going  to 
make  the  statement  -as  absolutely  true ; 
but  he  thought  that  no  one  who  read 
the  Blue-Book  published  yesterday  would 
be  very  much  impressed  with  that 
denial ;  nor  did  he  think  that  anyone 
who  read  the  newspapers  would  be  very 
much  impressed  by  it,  seeing  that 
Miss  Colenso  had  offered  to  prove 
twenty-nine  definite  cases,  with  the 
names  of  the  persons  and  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  flogged,  and 
submit  them  for  impartial  investigation 
in  Natal  itself.  But  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  m,  this  case  his  mind  was  open. 
It  was  said,  also,  that  Dinizulu's  wife 
had  made  a  statement,  it  was  not  de- 
finitely said  whether  on  oath  or  not,  but 
he  thought  it  must  have  been  made  under 
oath.  She  stated  that  Sir  Duncan 
McKenzie  had  threatened  to  shoot  her 
unless  she  gave  evidence  against  her  hus- 
band. That  had  not  been  contradicted 
so  far,  and  a  statement  given  under  those 
circumstances  made  it  presumably 
accurate.  Apparently  a  good  many  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  had  come  in  contact 
with  the  native.  He  did  not  care  where 
they  met  him,  whether  in  the  Southern 
States  of  America,  where  they  saw 
him  generally  in  railway  carriages,  or 
elsewhere,  he  was  always  willing  to  tell 
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one  anything  that  seemed  to  please. 
He  remembered  very  well  an  interesting 
incident  which  happened  to  himself, 
which  established  this  characteristic  of 
which  he  had  spoken.  He  got  into 
a  train  exceedingly  tired  one  morning 
about  four  o'clock,  and  the  negro  atten- 
dant, seeing  he  was  weary,  was  very 
anxious  to  assure  him  that  he  would 
have  breakfast  immediately.  It  did 
not  come,  however,  until  eight  o'clock. 
Anyone  who  had  come  in  contact  with 
the  native  knew  perfectly  well,  that, 
owing  to  the  social  habit  of  obeying 
which  he  had  acquired,  it  was  easy  to 
put  statements  in  his  mouth,  and  get 
him  to  say  what  his  questioner  re- 
quired. If  the  Government  came  and 
said  they  wanted  evidence  it  was  a 
perfectly  certain  thmg  that  some  native 
would  give  it.  It  was  the  psychology 
of  the  native  to  do  a  thing  like  that. 
Martial  law  being  proclaimed  in  Zulu- 
land,  emissaries,  who  were  known  to  be 
agents  of  the  Government,  had  gone 
hither  and  thither  across  the  face  of 
Zululand  asking  for  evidence  on  which 
Dinizulu  was  to  be  tried,  telling  the 
natives  what  the  evidence  was  for 
and  what  sort  of  evidence  they  wanted. 
Would  any  hon.  Member  who  understood 
the  native  psychology  tell  them  tor  a 
single  moment  that  evidence  would  not 
be  forthcoming  ?  That  was  the  sort  of 
way  in  which  the  Natal  Government 
was  conducting  this  trial.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  say  that.  He  knew  that  right 
hop.  Gentlemen  above  the  gangway 
might  think  it  exceedingly  criminal  on 
his  part  to  express  such  sympathies  and 
opinions  ;  but  he  held  them  very 
honestly,  and  he  could  assure  them  that 
he  held  them  not  from  a  party  or  sec- 
tional point  of  view,  but  from  the  Im- 
perial point  of  view,  because  he  and 
those  with  him  felt  that  the  future  of 
this  Empire  would  be  decided  by  its 
honour  and  by  the  way  in  which  it 
administered  justice.  Then  as  to 
Dinizulu's  salary.  From  every  quarter 
of  the  House  there  came  thanks 
to  the  Government  for  having  deter- 
mined to  pay  Dinizulu's  salary.  There 
was  absolutely  no  distinction  of  opinion 
on  that  point,  no  dissentient  voice  on 
the  matter.  It  was  what  they  had 
expected  from  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;    and  they  were  delighted  that  it 
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had  done  precisely  what  they  believed 
it  would  do.  There  was  one  little  im- 
pleasantness,  however.  Yesterday  they 
had  been  told  that  after  the  reply  to  the 
despatch  of  His  Majesty's  Government^ 
policemen  were  sent  up  into  Zululand, 
and  again  there  was  the  cry  of  "  unrest 
in  Zululand."  Whenever  anything  wa& 
said  by  His  Majesty's  Government  which 
seemed  to  run  counter  to  the  will  of  the 
Natal  Government,  the  latter  were  in  a 
position  to  have  telegrams  sent  to  this 
country,  specially  and  carefully  preserved 
telegrams,  which  appeared  exclusively 
in  certain  organs  of  the  Imperial  press, 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  deceive  the 
people  of  tlus  country,  who  were  ignorant 
of  what  was  going  on,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  responsive  telegram* 
from  this  country  to  Natal  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Government  of  that 
Colony  by  misrepresentation  of  public 
opinion  here.  The  reply  to  the  despatch 
was  the  first  step  towards  creating 
another  defence  so  as  to  justify  them- 
selves. He  had  a  cutting  from  the 
Natal  Mercury  which  said — 

*'  The  whole  Press  of  Natal  is  unanimous  in 
condemning  the  Government's  action  in  these 
matters  as  severely  as  any  newspaper  in  England 
has  done,  and  this  expression  of  opinion  i» 
endorsed  by  the  Colonists  generally.  The 
sooner  the  people  of  England  are  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  the  Government  are  in  these  matter  » 
a<?ting  in  direct  conflict  with  the  ideas  of 
Natalians,  the  sooner  they  will  recognise  that  a 
gross  injustice  is  being  done  to  the  good  sense 
and  the  good  taste  of  the  people  of  Natal. 

That  was  the  published  opinion  of  aa 
important  Natal  newspaper.  Yet  in 
spite  of  that,  the  moment  His  Majesty's- 
Government  ranged  itself  on  the  side 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Natal, 
some  policemen  were  sent  into  Zulu- 
land  in  order  to  give  His  Majesty'^ 
Government  reason  to  pause.  In 
reference  to  Dinizulu's  salary,  his  hon. 
friend  had  said  that  he  could  not 
understand  the  delay  and  Dinizulu's 
solicitor  not  applying  for  it.  He  had  an 
extract  from  the  Natal  Witness  giving 
the  complete  series  of  Mr.  Renaud'a 
letters.  He  was  not  going  to  read  them,, 
but  this  was  one  of  them,  written 
on  18fch  May  to  the  acting  Attorney- 
General — 

"  We  beg  to  refer  to  the  correspondence  which 

has  passed  between  us  with  reference  to  the 

cession  of  Dinizulu's  salary  to  us.     You  wrote 

us  on  30th  January  that  the  maUer  wMrecemng^ 
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attention,  bat  since  that  date  we  have  not  heard 
from  you." 

Therefore,  the  explanation  was  that 
the  delay  was  not  due  to  Dinizulu's 
solicitor,  but  to  the  Natal  Government. 
When  there  was  nothing  more  than  a 
mere  acknowledgement  required,  they 
took  a  day  or  two  to  give  it,  when  more 
was  required,  they  took  weeks  and 
months  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  make  their  reply.  He  had  said 
all  that  he  need  say  on  the  subject.  He 
had  spoken  not  as  what  was  called  "  a 
Little  Englander,"  but  as  an  Imperialist. 
He  had  spoken  as  one  who  believed  that 
this  Empire  was  going  to  depend,  not 
merely  upon  its  size  or  its  physical 
strength,  but  upon  its  justice,  and  he 
was  perfectly  certain  that  if  they  gave 
way  one  inch  in  their  desire  to  see  justice 
done  to  the  unenfranchised  negro,  then 
it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to 
keep  the  Empire  so  clean  and  so  pure 
as  to  enable  it  to  survive  the  stress 
and  storm  which  time  had  in  store 
for  it. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  thought  he 
would  not  be  alone  in  regretting  that 
the  debate  had  not  been  absolutely 
free  from  heat.  Perhaps  he  regretted 
it  more  than  anyone  else,  because 
of  a  rather  painful  interruption  which 
occurred  in  the  last  Parliament  and 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
was  responsible.  His  ri<ght  hon.  friend 
below  him  was  making  his  speech  con- 
cerning South  Africa,  and  was  making 
statements  in  good  faith  and  with  great 
moderation  as  he  always  did,  when 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  several  of  his 
friends  sitting  below  the  Opposition 
gangway  made  remarks  which  he  him- 
self thought  wholly  unparliamentary 
concerning  his  right  hon.  friend  and 
his  statements.  They  questioned  his 
good  faith. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  No  ;  I  may  say 
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a  loud  protest,  and  demanded  that  the 
Member  for  Gravesend  should  be  pilloried 
by  the  Speaker.  The  Speaker  rose, 
and  the  Member  for  Gravesend  rose  also, 
stating  the  cause  of  his  interjection,  and 
immediately,  without  being  called  upon 
to  do  it,  withdrawing  the  word  "dis- 
graceful," which  the  Speaker  had  pro- 
noimced  as  \m-Parliamentary.  He  only 
wished  to  say  this  because  he  thought 
it  was  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  who 
had  imported  heat  into  the  debate  that 
afternoon.  Remembering  his  career, 
however  short  it  might  have  been  in  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  his  urbane  and 
admirable  manner  in  all  other  debates, 
he  regretted  exceedingly  that  he  had 
given  them  cause  to  feel  that  they  were 
not  safe  in  future  in  making  reasonable, 
and  as  he  believed,  IJust  criticism.  He 
wanted  to  say  something  very  quietly 
and  he  hoped  without  offence.  He 
understood  the  position  taken  up  by  his 
right  hon.  friend.  He  had  stated  that  the 
elections  in  the  Transvaal  were  not  de- 
cided on  the  question  of  Chinese  labour. 
He  thought  the  right  hon.  (xentleman 
was  correct.  Furthermore,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  suggested,  as  it  had 
been  suggested  before  and  no  doubt 
would  be  again,  that  considerations 
concerning  the  repatriation  of  the  China- 
men entered  into  all  the  relations  between 
this  Government  and  the  Botha  Govern- 
ment, and  also  affected  the  granting 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  but  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies  himself 
in  which  he  frankly  said,  for  no  one 
eevr  doubted  his  courage  or  audacity, 
that  considerations  of  the  repatriation 
of  the  Chinamen  did  enter  into  the 
granting  of  the  Constitution  and  into 
our  relations  with  the  Transvaal  Gk)vem- 
ment,  and  the  Transvaal  Government 
would  never  have  got  the  £6,000,000 
loan  if  they  had  not  agreed  to  repatriate 
the  Chinamen.  At  any  rate  hon.  Gentle- 
men would  say  he  had  said  nothing 
offensive. 


Sir  gilbert  PARKER:  Allow 
me  to  finish.  They  questioned  his  good 
faith,  and  he  interjected,  but  not  loudly, 
the  word  *'  disgraceful."  The  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  entered 

Mr,  Ramsay  Macdonald, 


Colonel  SEELY:  There  is  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  that. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  said  he 
might  very  well  be  angry  at  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  saying  there  was  not  a  word 
of  truth  in  what  he  said,  but  he  was 
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too  broad  minded.    Ho  understood  wliat 
the  hon.  Grentlcman  meant,  though  the 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  always  under- 
stand what  he  meant.    The  hon.  Gentle- 
man he  thought  could  not  be  speaking 
with   absolute   accuracy.    It   would   be 
better  for  him  to  consult  with  his  friend 
the    late    Under-Secretary,   who,  if    he 
was  sometimes  vituperative,  could  stand 
a  good  deal  of  vituperation  in  return. 
He  was  a  gallant  fighter.    He  did  not 
want  to  say  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  was  not  a  gallant  fighter — 
they  knew  that  he  was— but  he  must 
not    really    pretend    to    this    splendid 
indignation  against  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  that  bench  when  he  made  per- 
fectly Parliamentary  statements.    In  the 
last  debate  he  thought  the  statements 
of   the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would 
not  add  to  the  smoothness  of  debate, 
and  he  had  expressed  himself  strongly 
about    it.    How    much    more    strongly 
could    he    express    himself    concerning 
the  speech  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down.    He  had   no 
fault  to  find  with  the  underlying  argu- 
ment of  that  speech,  but  he  had  every 
fault  to  find  with  the  manner  in  which 
it   was   expressed.    He   did    not   think 
the  terms  in  which  his  argument  was 
couched  would  tend  to  good  feeling  be- 
tween Natal  and  this  country,  though  he 
thought  his  main  argument  was  sound, 
that  martial  law  as  it  was  applied  by  the 
Natal  Government  was  not  wisely  applied. 
But  he  said  in  the  last  debate,  and  said 
very  strongly,  that  the  Government  now 
in  power  was  responsible  for  the  present 
position,  and  it  was  responsible  for  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down.     They  had  it  in  their  power, 
when  martial  law  was  to  be  proclaimed, 
through   their   Governor,  through   their 
supreme  official,  the  King's  representa- 
tive in  Natal,  to  prevent  martial  law 
being  proclaimed.     They  had  since  ac- 
knowledged that  the  conclusion  drawn 
by  the  Attorney-General  was  wrong,  that 
in  effect  the  Governor  was  the  servant  of 
the  Natal  Government.     No  one  would 
stand  up  more  strongly  than  he  for  the 
rights  of  a  Colony  or  a  Colonial  Governor, 
but    no    one   would     stand    up    more 
strongly   for  the   Imperial    connection. 
The  only  thing  they  had  was  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  power  of  the  Governor 
in  regard  to  just  such  things  as  martial 


law.  Our  hold  was  very  slight.  Destroy 
the  technical  and  constitutional  hold 
that  we  had  just  through  the  Governor, 
and  we  destroyed  our  Imperial  Power 
altogether.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
refusal  by  Members  to  believe  that  Natal 
was  acting  in  good  faith,  honestly  and 
sincerely,  did  infinite  harm  to  the  Im- 
perial connection.  Suppose  the  Natal 
Grovemment  had  made  a  mistake.  Every 
Government  desired  to  keep  its  self- 
respect  and  it  was  Natal  who  would  pay 
the  price  of  its  mistakes,  if  it  had  made 
mistakes.  It  paid  the  cost  in  blood. 
This  Grovemment  threw  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility for  the  late  trouble  ux>on 
Natal,  and  in  a  certain  despatch,  of  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  fully  aware, 
said  in  effect :  '^  We  wash  our  hands  of 
this  whole  business."  But  having  washed 
their  hands  of  the  whole  business  they 
still  intervened.  Did  they  not  see  the 
absolutely  absurd  position  in  which  they 
had  been  placed,  not  by  Members  of  the 
House  but  by  the  (Jovernment  ?  One 
word  about  Dinizulu's  salary  and  the 
trial.  He  said  deliberately  that  he 
thought  Natal  ought  by  every  means  in 
its  power  to  expedite  the  conclusion  of 
the  examination  of  Dinizulu.  Seven 
months  was  a  long  time.  If  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  in  seven  months  gather 
enough  evidence  against  this  man  to 
formidate  definitely  a  charge,  he  should 
be  discharged.  Of  that  he  had  no  manner 
of  doubt.  Natal  could  only  act,  as  he 
understood  it,  as  a  Government,  com- 
patibly with  the  relations  of  the  executive 
and  the  judicial.  It  was  a  difficult 
situation,  but  he  believed  the  Attorney- 
General  could  expedite  the  conclusion 
of  the  examination  either  here  or  in  Natal. 
He  believed  in  Natal's  bona  fides  abso- 
lutely. He  believed  it  had  acted  honestly 
and  sincerely,  but  he  was  firmly  con- 
vinced that  it  would  do  well  in  all  the 
circumstances,  even  if  the  guilty  were 
to  go  free,  to  bring  Dinizulu  to  trial 
immediately.  As  to  the  salary,  he  had 
his  doubts  in  the  last  debate  whether  it 
was  correct  to  pay  the  salary — whether 
the  suspension  of  the  salary  did  not  go 
with  the  suspension  of  the  office.  But  it 
was  certain  that  if  the  Government  on 
the  best  advice  possible  interpreted  the 
arrangement  made  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
as  meaning  that  the  salary  should  in  no 
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case  be  suspended  without  the  consent 
of  this  Government  and  this  Grovemment 
<lid  not  grant  its  consent,  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  Government  to  pay  that 
salary.  He  knew  the  House  recognised 
the  consequences  that  must  flow  from 
such  action.  It  practically  overrode  the 
act  and  the  policy  of  the  Natal  Grovern- 
ment.  It  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  do  at 
any  time.  It  was  extremely  dangerous 
to  do  it  now  when  events  were  so  acute, 
and  when  feeling  ran  so  high.  Recog- 
nising the  consequences  that  would  flow, 
and  it  being  a  small  matter,  the  Natal 
government  would  have  been  well 
advised  if  it  had  paid  the  salary.  Having 
said  that  he  desired  to  pass  to  another 
subject.  The  position  of  the  retrenched 
oflicials  had  been  dealt  with  most  effec- 
tively by  his  right  hon.  friend.  The 
Under-Secretary  read  some  figures  which 
seemed  entirely  conclusive  to  hon. 
Members  opposite.  The  figures  showed 
that  there  had  only  been  a  very  limited 
number  of  changes  and  that  of  those 
changes  the  preponderance  of  applicants 
had  been  of  British  bom  subjects.  He 
hoped  the  hon  Grentleman  recognised 
that  a  great  many  of  the  names  that 
appeared  as  English  names  were  names  of 
those  who  fought  against  us  in  the  last 
war,  and  who  were  not  Britishers  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term.  They  knew 
perfectly  well  that  the  retrenchment  of 
officials  would  go  on  slowly,  and  that  the 
replacement  of  British  officials  by  Dutch 
would  also  be  slow.  He  had  never  made 
any  wild  statements.  He  had  been  most 
conservative  in  a  double  sense,  in  speaking 
of  the  action  of  the  Botha  Government. 
He  had  never  accused  the  Botha  Govern- 
ment of  deliberately  and  wilfully  throwing 
out  British  officials  and  putting  in  Dutch 
officials.  If  ever  men  worked,  no  matter 
how  young  they  were  or  how  inexperi- 
enced, for  the  country,  giving  their  whole 
life  and  energy,  it  was  the  men  who  went 
out  from  this  country  to  what  had 
been  called  Lord  Milner's  Kindergarten. 
He  could  mention  cases  which  ought  to  go 
to  the  heart  of  every  Member  of  the  House . 
It  was  idle  to  say  that  there  were  only 
a  few.  They  knew  that  many  of  them 
suffered  uncomplainingly.  A  petition 
was  presented  yesterday  to  the  Prime 
Minister  on  this  subject,  and  anyone 
who  read  it  must  be  impressed  by  the 
.quiet  reserve  and  the  diginity  of    its 
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terms.  There  was  no  complaint,  but 
there  was  an  appeal,  and  that  was 
what  they  all  heard  in  every  letter 
from  South  Africa.  He  had  received 
two  letters  that  morning,  ar.d  he  would 
venture  to  read  one  of  them,  because 
it  was  very  important.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  that  there  were  practically 
no  replacements  of  British  officers  by 
the  Government.  He  woild  make  the 
following  quotation  from  one  of  the 
letters  he  had  received — 

'*  Owing  to  the  charaoteristic  thinness  of  the 
Boer  methods  it  is  difficult  to  produce  evidence 
at  this  distance  of  specific  cases  such  as  this 
Gaaette  provides.  Hitherto,  many  of  the 
replacements  have  been  indirect,  that  is  to  say, 
British  officials  have  been  *  retrenched  *  from 
the  established  Government  Departments  and 
new  offices  embracing  similar  duties  have  been 
created  to  which  only  Dutchmen  have  been 
appointed.  I  refer  in  particiilar  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  Field  Comet  system  of  pre-war 
days.  In  connection  with  these  new  appoint- 
ments I  would  point  out  that  when  a  number 
of  us  were  retrenched  at  the  end  of  last  3^ear 
on  the  ground  of  reduction  of  establishment, 
it  was  stated  that  in  the  event  of  vacancies 
occurring  at  a  subsequent  date  the  names  of 
those  officers  who  had  already  served  for  a 
good  many  years  and  who  were  leaving  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  would  be  considered  in 
preference  to  any  new  candidates.  This  pro- 
mise like  many  others  has  evidently  been 
ignored." 

To  what  did  he  refer  ?  He  referred  to 
the  appointment  of  eight  acting  inspec- 
tors of  constabulary  in  the  place  of 
British  officers,  he  being  one  of  those 
who  had  been  retrenched.  When  the 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  British  officers 
were  not  retrenched  and  replaced  by 
Dutchmen,  he  made  a  statement  which 
was  not  accurate.  He  did  not  deny 
the  right  of  Greneral  Botha  and  his  people 
to  be  represented  in  the  Civil  Service  of 
their  country  ;  it  would  be  a  monstrous 
thing  to  assert  that  after  his  own  ex- 
perience of  another  co  'ntry,  which  had 
two  races,  and  he  would  be  the  last 
man  to  suggest  that  there  should  not 
be  Dutchmen  in  the  Civil  Service. 
What  he  did  say,  however,  was  that 
to  turn  out  Britishers  in  order  to  put 
in  Dutchmen,  and  turn  them  out  without 
adequate  compensation  or  pensions,  was 
quite  a  diferent  thing.  He  did  not 
accuse  the  Botha  Government  of  this, 
but  he  accused  the  present  Government 
in  this  country  of  being  responsible  for 
that,  because  they  failed  when  they 
were  granting  the  new  constitution  to 
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thelTransvaal,  to  secure  and  safeguard 
the j  rights  of  British  Civil  servants. 
He  assumed  that  the  sympathy  of  the 
hon.  Member  representing  the  Govern- 
ment, and  his  patriotism  disapproved 
of  the  action  of  the  Government  to  which 
he  belonged  in  making  no  provision 
for  these  retrenched  Civil  servants.  Had 
the  hon.  Gentleman  any  real  reason 
for  not  inquiring  further  into  this  matter  ? 
The  late  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
promised  that  every  efEort  should  be 
made  to  draft  the  retrenched  ofl&cials 
into  other  departments  at  home.  The 
figure  which  had  been  given  amounted 
to  56  per  cent,  out  of  164,  and  although 
that  was  not  bad  it  ought  to  have  been 
100  per  cent.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Why  ?]  Because,  as  the  hon.  Member 
knew,  if  there  was  one  man  who  could 
not  get  a  job  it  was  a  man  who  had 
been  a  Grovemment  servant.  Men  who 
had  been  employed  in  general  pro- 
fessions or  general  trades  could  get  a 
job  anywhere.  But  in  the  case  of  men 
who  had  been  in  the  Government  service 
their  chances  were  much  less  of  getting 
employment.  They  all  knew  that  those 
who  had  served  in  the  Army  or  in  the 
public  service  had  always  a  difficulty 
in  getting  a  situation.  The  Govern- 
ments in  every  other  country,  in  Italy, 
Prussia,  Canada,  or  anywhere  where 
responsible  government  was  granted, 
always  took  care  that  the  Civil  servants 
should  have  their  interest  safeguarded, 
and  he  thought  the  letter  he  had  read 
might  very  well  be  framed  and  hung 
up  in  the  Colonial  Office  for  the  guidance 
of  his  h<m.  friend  and  his  colleague. 
Whoever  wrote  that  letter  was  well 
informed  as  to  what  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  in  the  matter,  and  there 
was  an  element  of  ugly  meanness  in  a 
representative  of  any  Department  of 
the  State  not  even  going  extravagantly 
in  the  direction  of  protecting  civil  ser- 
vants. There  was  not  a  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  sitting  on  the  Ministerial 
front  bench  who  did  not  hold  that  the 
members  of  this  Department  and  of 
all  Departments  of  State  deserved  the 
best  of  treatment  by  this  House,  and 
this  Government  did  a  brutal  thing 
in  throwing  upon  the  Botha  Grovem- 
ment the  necessity  of  providing  for  the 
retrenched  civil  servant.  They  found 
money  to  pay  Dinizulu's  salary,  and  to 


repatriate  Chinamen.  He  had  evidence 
in  his  pocket  in  the  shape  of  a  letter 
showing  that  a  distinguished  officer, 
holding  the  C.M.G.  Order,  was  given 
a  third  class  indulgence  passage  by  the 
Transvaal  Government  home  to  this 
country.  He  submitted  that  that  was 
a  case  which  ought  to  bring  the  blush 
of  shame  to  the  representative  of  any 
Government.  Would  it  not  have  been 
a  fair  thing,  after  deciding  that  the 
compensation  should  be  one  month's 
salary  for  every  year's  service,  to  have 
sent  that  man  and  his  five  children 
home.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair, 
having  deprived  that  man  of  that  which 
he  believed  was  a  permanent  position 
and  pensionable,  to  have  given  Ivim  a 
second -claps  passage  home  ?  Not  a 
single  retrenched  Civil  servant  had  had 
his  passage  paid  from  Johannesburg  to 
the  Cape  or  from  the  Cape  home,  and 
many  of  them  had  been  assisted  in 
regard  to  their  passages  by  people  in 
this  country.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  well  even  if  they  set 
apart  in  the  Estimates  a  sum  of  money 
for  these  retrenched  officials.  [Cries  of 
"  Oh,  oh."]  Why  not  ?  They  had  no 
hesitation  about  voting  £10,000  to 
Jamaica.  He  desired  to  draw  attention 
to  the  railway  which  was  being  built 
in  Uganda.  Already  a  nimiber  of  officers 
had  gone  out  as  engineers,  and  there  were 
a  good  number  of  retrenched  officials 
who  were  very  capable  and  competent 
engineers.  He  would  like  to  know  why 
they  could  not  be  employed  on  those 
railways. 

Colonel  SEELY  dissented. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  said  he  had 
presented  a  concrete  case  where  some- 
thing could  be  done,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  these  men  should  not  be  given 
a  chance.  The  cond'ict  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  be  whollv  reprehended. 
It  was  not  too  late  to  redress  this  griev- 
ance, because  these  men  had  been  led 
to  beUeve  that  their  positions  would  be 
permanent  and  pensionable.  He  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Under-Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  to  see  that  none  of  these 
men  should  suffer  so  severely  and  cruelly 
as  many  of  them  were  now  suffering. 
He  wanted  to  speak  briefly  on  the  ques- 
tion of  land  settlement  in  the  Orange 
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River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal.  He 
wanted  to  warn  the  House  that  an  effort 
was  going  to  be  made  to  force  the  Land 
Board  into  making  an  arrangement  with 
the  Government.  The  Land  Board  which 
had  been  established  was  independent 
of  the  Grovemment  for  five  years.  Both 
sides  of  the  House  agreed  to  that.  Since 
the  Board  was  set  up  there  had  been 
steady  pressure  to  force  it  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  Government.  The 
Board  had  behaved  extremely  well,  and 
it  had  refused  to  do  this.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  they  had  been  incited 
to  quarrel  with  the  Land  Board,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  had  been 
eminently  successful  in  all  it  had  done. 
He  thought  it  was  perfectly  natural 
that  the  Orange  River  Colony  should 
try  to  quarrel  with  the  Board.  Why  ? 
There  was  a  revenue  of  £40,000  a  year 
from  rents  and  payments  for  land,  and 
they  would  take  that  sum  and  apply  it 
to  the  interest  on  the  £1,200,000  loan 
which  went  for  land  settlement.  The 
£40,000  now  went  to  get  fresh  land  on 
which  to  put  the  few  settlers  who  did 
go  there  and  to  make  it  easy  for  the 
settlers  when  bad  times  came,  and  to 
shepherd  them  over  the  rough  places. 
The  Orange  River  Colony  would  be  glad 
to  have  that  money.  A  member  of  the 
Orange  River  Colony  Government  had 
said  that  it  was  inequitable  that  they  did 
not  get  that  money.  They  forgot  that 
the  Government  here  in  its  magnanimity 
wrote  off  a  loan  of  £5,000,000  for  which 
the  Orange  River  Colony  was  responsible. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Orange  River 
Colony  had  really  any  ground  of  com- 
plaint. He  still  believed  in  the  policy 
of  the  late  Government  in  regard  to 
Chinese  labour  and  other  matters,  but 
he  thought  they  made  a  great  mistake 
when  they  guaranteed  the  £5,000,000 
loan.  What  was  the  basis  of  his  argu- 
ment in  saying  so  ?  It  was  that,  when 
two  races  were  together  in  a  country, 
having  to  face  prosperity  and  disaster 
together,  they  ought  mutually  to  be 
responsible  for  all  their  liabilities  and 
all  their  needs.  He  believed  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  agreed  with  him 
that  it  would  have  been  far  better  to 
have  said  to  those  people  :  "  Work  out 
your  own  salvation  and  raise  your 
own  loan  within  your  colony.  Struggle 
together  until  you  find  common  worfing 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker. 
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ground."  The  two  races  would  have  come 
more  closely  together  infinitely  sooner  if 
they  had  been  jointly  responsible  for 
the  £5,000,000  which  this  Government 
secured  to  them,  not  without  a  political 
purpose  behind  it.  [An  Hon.  Membeb  : 
What  about  the  £30,000,000  ?]  Passing 
to  West  African  affairs  he  said  he  did 
not  think  he  would  shock  the  suscepti- 
bility of  any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
in  regard  to  the  question  he  was  about 
to  raise.  The  Committee  might  be 
surprised  if  he  appeared  in  the  rdle  of 
temperance  advocate,  but  he  did  so 
that  afternoon.  He  was  going  to  chal- 
lenge this  (Jovemment,  the  past  Grovem- 
ment, and  all  past  Governments  in  this 
country  for  their  dealings  with  the 
natives  in  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic. 
There  were  certain  portions  of  His 
Majesty's  dominions  where  the  sale  of 
liquor  was  prohibited.  He  had  always 
taken  the  ground  that  the  vices  of  one 
race  should  not  be  made  possible  or 
incorporated  in  the  nature  of  another 
race.  The  oriental  could  bear  the  effects 
of  opium  much  better  than  the  occidental. 
A  European  would  find  himself  upset  if 
he  took  a  small  portion  of  KaflSr  beer, 
but  a  native  would  drink  it  by  the  gallon 
and  not  feel  any  evil  effect.  To  every 
race  its  own  vices.  For  this  Government 
or  any  Government  to  get  67  per  cent, 
of  its  revenue  out  of  the  sale  to  the 
natives  of  spirits  made  from  potatoes 
chiefly  in  Germany  was  a  thing  which 
made  one's  Christian  blood  boil.  In 
our  own  race  there  was,  he  supposed, 
a  natural  microbe  which  resisted  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  the  effects  of 
our  own  liquors  and  spirits.  The  native 
had  no  such  microbe.  He  thought  the 
view  expressed  by  the  late  Lord  Salis- 
bury in  1888  was  one  which  would 
commend  itself  to  all  members  of  the 
Committee.     He  said — 

"  I  need  not  inform  you  that  I  am  not  » 
temperance  enthusiast  myself.  I  do  not 
coincide  with  many  of  the  views  which  I  hear 
urged  with  great  confidence  in  this  coimtry. 
But  the  controversy  here  and  the  controversy 
with  respect  to  the  native  races  have  nothing 
in  common.  The  native  races  are  for  sU. 
practical  purposes  children,  and  so  far  as  ve 
can  do  it,  like  children  they  must  be  protected- 
No  one  who  even  looks  at  history,  still  less  at 
contemporary  history,  can  douht  the  extreme 
character  of  the  evil  which  this  unrestricted 
traffic  causes.  It  has  before  this  swept  whole- 
races  away ;  it  is  now  producing  the  greatest 
havoc  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  We  are  so 
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deeply  convinced  of  that,  that  any  efforts  on 
our  part  would  never  be  wanting,  nor  would  our 
attention  for  a  moment  relax,  from  the  purpose 
of  inducing  that  common  effort  by  which  alone 
this  miserable  traffic  can  be  restrained." 

The  right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  in  1889  said — 

"  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  fanatic,  and  no  one, 
I  hope,  has  called  me  a  sentimentalist,  and  I  am 
certainly  not  a  teetotaller.  I  hope  I  am  not 
extreme  with  regard  to  any  subject ;  but  I  hold, 
as  a  matter  of  ^ep  conviction,  that  the  liquor 
trade,  and  above  all,  the  increase  of  the  liquor 
traffic  in  West  Africa  amongst  the  native  races, 
is  not  only  discreditable  to  the  British  name, 
not  only  derogatory  to  that  true  Imperialism — 
the  sentiment  which  I  desire  to  inculcate  in  all 
my  countrymen — but  it  is  also  disastrous  to 
British  trade." 

He  believed  that  to  be  the  indubitable 
truth.  What  were  the  places  where  the 
sale  of  spirits  to  natives  was  prohibited  ? 
It  was  prohibited  in  the  northern  terri- 
tories of  the  Gold  Coast  and  Northern 
Nigeria.  It  was  also  prohibited  in 
British  Somahland,  the  British  East 
Africa  Protectorate,  Uganda,  Nyassa- 
land,  and  Rhodesia.  In  all  the  countries 
of  the  South  African  Customs  Union, 
namely,  the  Cape,  Natal,  Orange  River 
Colony,  Transvaal,  Southern  Rhodesia, 
BasutolandjSwaziland,  and  the  Bechuana- 
land  Protectorate,  more  or  less  stringent 
prohibition  of  sale  to  natives  existed.  Lord 
Crewe,  the  other  day,  replying  to  a  letter 
from  an  association  which  took  a  great 
interest  in  this  subject,  said  that  the 
question  of  revenue  had  to  be  looked  to. 
Of  course  if  once  they  established  the 
principle  of  getting  revenue  from  liquor, 
it  was  very  hard  to  do  away  with  it. 
It  was  very  hard  to  get  it  out  of  cotton. 
A  certain  amount  was  got  now  out  of 
cotton  in  Nigeria.  Wherever  the  revenue 
from  drink  was  highest  the  record  of 
cotton  was  lowest.  This  Government 
and  hon.  Members  opposite  were  always 
on  the  side  of  the  angels,  and  they  often 
said  that  the  Members  of  the  Unionist 
Party  were  on  the  side  of  the  diahle. 
When  hon.  Members  opposite  were 
challenged  to  carry  out  their  good  in- 
tentions they  always  hesitated  if  it 
was  a  question  of  revenue.  They 
hesitated  on  the  Licensing  Bill  to  apply 
their  principles  to  the  off-licences.  He 
wondered  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  make  a  sympathetic  reply  now. 
Would  the  hon.  (Jentleman  on  behalf 
of  the  Cape   Government  prohibit  the 
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sale  of  drink  to  the  natives  in  Southern 
Nigeria  ?  If  he  would  not  do  that, 
would  he  promise  that  the  Committee 
which  the  Colonial  Ofl&ce  had  promised 
to  appoint  would  be  guided  in  the  con- 
clusions it  came  to  on  the  merits  of  the 
drink  question  ?  Would  he  appoint  a 
Committee  to  sit  in  London  with  power 
to  send  out  a  Commission  to  take  evidence 
in  West  Africa  ?  Southern  Nigeria  was 
a  small  place  so  far  as  the  trading  com- 
munity was  concerned  and  there  were 
going  to  be  difficulties  in  carrying  out 
the  examination  there.  There  were  local 
difficulties  to  be  contended  against. 
The  native  hesitated  to  give  evidence 
in  regard  to  the  people  with  whom  he 
was  associated.  The  clerk  to  the  small 
trade  knew  the  effects  of  the  drink 
trade,  but  he  would  hesitate  to  give 
evidence  if  a  Member  of  the  Committee 
happened  to  be  his  official  superior  in 
the  district.  He  did  not  question  the 
impartiality  of  any  man  in  West  Africa^ 
but  he  did  say  that  the  choice  was  narrow. 
They  could  not  argue  this  case  from  the 
purely  official  standpoint,  or  as  the  case 
of  those  who  were  necessarily  more  or 
less  interested  in  the  production  of 
revenue.  He  suggested  that  the  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  here,  and  from  that 
committee  one  commissioner  should  be 
sent  out  to  Africa  who  would  act  as 
chairman  of  a  local  committee.  He 
believed  that  this  was  one  of  the  gravest 
questions  with  which  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment had  to  deal.  He  had  always  been 
a  prohibitionist  where  native  races  were 
concerned.  There  was  going  to  be  in 
South  Africa  an  increase  of  the  native 
races.  And  they  would  increase  still 
more  if  liquor  did  not  destroy  thenu 
This  country  was  bound  to  lead,  as  he 
believed  it  led  at  the  Brussels  Conven- 
tion when  it  secured  that  there  should 
be  a  minimum  taxation  of  liquor,  so  as 
to  have  some  effect  in  checking  the 
trade.  He  believed  that  this  country 
should  lead  all  other  countries  in  the 
matter  of  the  treatment  of  the  native 
races.  We  knew  more  about  them  than 
all  other  nations  and  we  had  the  faculty 
for  governing  them.  But  we  must  go 
with  clean  hands  to  other  nations  and 
not  say  to  them  that  out  of  potato  spirit 
we  got  67  per  cent,  of  our  revenue.  He 
trusted  that  the  Committee  would  have 
a  favourable  reply  from  the  hon.  and 
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gallant  Gentleman.  He  knew  that  the 
Hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  tried  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  Committee  so  far  as  was 
compatible  with  his  position  as  Under- 
secretary and  the  difficulties  of  his 
Department.  He  appealed  to  him  to 
exercise  to  the  fullest  extent  his  influence 
with  his  Department,  and  when  he  was 
told  that  they  could  not  get  revenue 
otherwise,  he  should  say  they  must. 
They  tried  for  years  to  get  cheaper 
postage  of  magazines  to  Canada  before 
getting  it  and  now  the  Post  Office  was 
going  to  make  it  pay.  They  could  make 
temperance  pay.  He  hoped  that  when 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  replied, 
he  would  make  it  clear  that  there  were 
no  longer  to  be  mere  vain  pledges,  but 
that  a  real  reform  in  this  respect  would 
be  introduced  which  would  redound  to 
the  credit  of  the  Empire. 

♦Mr.  G.  GREENWOOD  (Peterborough) 
said  he  would  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gravesend,  but  as  one 
of  those  Members  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's,  Han- 
overSquare,  as  guilty  of  puttingQuestions, 
he  desired,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Committee,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  of  Natal.  He  thought  they 
were  all  agreed  on  one  thing,  that  when 
we  granted  self-government  to  a  colony, 
the  less  we  interfered  with  that  colony 
the  better.  But  he  ventured  to  say  that 
there  should  be  some  limit  to  the  doctrine 
of  non-interference.  A  self-governing 
colony,  after  all,  was  not  a  separate 
and  independent  country.  He  had  lis- 
tened to  speeches  from  hon.  Grentlemen 
opposite,  in  which  opinions  were  expressed 
which,  if  carriedout  toalogical  conclusion, 
came  to  this  ;  that  if  a  self-governing 
colony  were  to  establish  a  system  of 
undoubted  slavery  in  their  territory, 
it  would,  nevertheless,  be  the  duty  of 
this  country  to  acquiesce  in  it.  To 
that  doctrine  he  could  not  subscribe. 
There  must  be  a  limit,  and  after  that 
limit  had  been  passed — as  he  thought 
it  had  been  passed  in  this  matter  by 
Natal — it  became  the  duty  of  the  pre- 
dominant partner  in  the  concern  to 
interfere  to  save  the  credit  and  honour 
of  this  country.  There  was  that  going 
on  in  Zululand  and  Natal  which  it  would 
not  be  time  wasted  carefully  to  consider. 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker, 


Sometimes  it  was  said  that  they  were 
making  an  attack  upon  the  colony  of 
Natal.  He  wanted  to  repudiate  that 
idea.  Even  if  they  ventured  to  criticise 
the  Government  of  Natal  it  could  not  be 
said  that  they  were  making  any  attack 
or  criticism  against  the  colony,  because 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  Government 
of  Natal  really  could  be  said  to  represent 
the  colony.  He  was  entitled  to  say 
that,  for  he  had  in  his  hand  what 
he  believed  to  be  an  authentic 
document  which  purported  to  be  the 
declaration  of  combined  committees  in 
Natal  who  asked  for  redistribution  in  the 
Colony.  These  combined  committees 
pointed  out  that  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Natal  was  returned  to  Parliament 
by  327  votes,  that  Mr.  Carter,  Minister 
of  Justice  and  Attorney-GJeneral  only 
polled  302  votes,  whereas  both  the 
senior  and  junior  Members  for  Durban 
had  each  polled  more  votes  than  Mr. 
Moor  and  his  whole  Cabinet  put  together. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  Are  there  any 
bye-elections  in  Natal  ? 

♦Mr.  G.  GREENWOOD  said  he  saw 
no  relevancy  in  that  interruption.  The 
combined  conwnittees  went  on  to  say 
tha1>— 

'*  The  numbers  of  the  white  population  are 
decreasing  at  a  rate  that  already  makes  it 
questionable  whether  we  are  entitled  to  the 
status  of  a  self-governing  Colony,  sufficient  to 
itself,  in  maintenance  of  its  authority,  unaided." 

He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  bear 
that  in  mind,  because,  as  was  pointed 
out,  owing  to  the  gerrjonandering  of  the 
constituencies  in  the  colony,  it  could 
not  be  maintained  that  the  present 
Government  represented  the  colony. 
The  question  of  the  treatment  of  Dini- 
zulu  had  been  often  discussed.  From 
the  Blue-books  which  he  had  carefully 
read,  he  found  that  in  September,  1907, 
the  Na^^al  Ministers  and  the  Native 
Affairs  Commissioner  had  apparently 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  cost  what 
it  might,  he  might  almost  say  whether 
th3  Chief  was  guilty  or  innocent — 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  Dini- 
Zulu  should  be  arrested  and  deported 
from  the  country.  That  was  in  strong 
contrast  to  what  was  said  during  the 
rising  in  May,  1906,  when  Sir  C.  Saunders 
and    Sir   Henry  McCallum   consistently 
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l)ore   witness   to   tlie   correctitude      of 
Dinizulu's  conduct  and  his  loyalty.    But 
opinion  changed  and  the  Ministers  and  the 
Oomniissioner  asked  that  Imperial  troops 
bhould  be  sent  into  Zululand,  and  they 
decided  that  a  secret  inquiry  should  be 
lield   as   to   the   guilt   or    otherwise   of 
Dinizulu,  and  whether  he  was  implicated 
in  the  rising  of  190C.    Lord  Elgin  replied 
in  September,  1907,  that  the  Government 
could  not  possibly  become  parties  to  the 
proposed   policy,  nor  could  they  defe  id 
it     in     Parliament.       Time     went     on 
and  it  seemed  to  those  gentlemen  that 
if  they  could  not  get  their  own  way  in 
this  matter,  there  was  another  expedient 
open  to  them  :    they  could  suspend  the 
constitution  of  the  colony  and  govern  it 
at    their    own    sweet    will    by    martial 
law.       Accordingly   on   5rd   December, 
1907,     martial     law     was      proclaimed 
in    Zululand,    followed    by  martial    law 
being  proclaimed  in  the  Northern  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony.    The  Governor  of  the 
'Colony  when  he  announced  that  decision 
to   the  Home  Government  said  that  in 
his  opinion  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law  was  premature.     And  why  ?    Because 
there      was       no       armed      resistance. 
Lord   Elgin   on    11th   December   asked 
•on  what  charge  was  Dinizulu  to  be  tried 
and     before     what    Court,    and    when 
the  proclamation  of   martial  law  would 
be  withdrawn.     The  Natal  Government 
replied  that  they  would    not   assent   to 
the  withdrawal  of    the  proclamation  of 
martial  law,  although  on  23rd  December 
the  Gk)vernor  telegraphed  to  Lord  Elgin 
that  the  forces  were  to  be  demobilised, 
except  200  men,  showing  that  it  could 
not  be  maintained  that  there  was  any 
danger  of  a  rising.     The  Governor  tele- 
graphed again  that  his  Ministers,  against 
his  advice,  would — 

"  Maintain  martial  law  pending  the  acrest 
of  criminals  and  further  search  for  arms." 

Lord  Elgin  telegraphed  that  it  was 
unjustifiable  to  maintain  martial  law 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  martial  law 
ought  never  to  be  extended  where  there 
was  no  armed  resistance,  and  that  he  had 
confidently  expected  to  hear  that  the 
proclamation  of  martial  law  had  been 
withdrawn.  There  was  one  extract  which 
he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  read.  On 
28th  December,  1907,  the  Governor 
tsaid  that  he  had  urged  upon  Mr.  Moor — 

**  (1)  The  immediate  withdi-awal  of  martial 
law ;  (2)  the  release  of  all  men  in  prison  in 
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connection  with  last  year's  rebellion  except 
those  at  St.  Helena  ana  those  awaiting  trial ; 
(3)  the  proclamation  of  a  general  amnesty  " 

(with  certain  exceptions),  and  that  he 
had  pointed  out  to  him — 

"  that  the  continued  maintenance  of  martial 
law  tended  to  bring  the  civil  law  into  con- 
tempt, and  to  prove  the  Government  devoid 
of  moral  power.^' 

Nevertheless  the  Government  of  Natal 
insisted  on  maintaining  martial  law 
although  there  was  no  suspicion  of  a 
rising  and  although  they  knew  that 
it  would  "tend  to  bring  the  civil 
law  into  contempt,  and  to  prove  the 
Government  devoid  of  moral  power." 
What  was  martial  law  ?  It  had  never 
been  better  stated  than  when  stated  to 
the  Governor  of  Canada  as  long  ago  as 
1838  by  Sir  John  Campbell  and  Sir  R. 
M.  Rolfe,  the  then  Law  Ofl&cers  of  the 
Crown,  each  of  whom  subsequently 
became  Lord  Chancellor.       They  said  : 

"  Martial  law  is  stated  by  Lord  Hale  to  be 
in  truth  no  law,  but  something  rather  indulged 
than  allowed  a»  a  law,  and  it  can  only  be 
tolerated  because  by  reason  of  open  rebellion 
the  enforcing  of  any  other  laws  has  become* 
impossible.  It  cannot  be  said  in  strictness  to 
supersede  the  ordinary  tribunals,  inasmuch  as 
it  only  exists  by  reason  of  those  tribunals 
having  been  already  practically  superseded.  .  . 
The  nght  of  resorting  to  such  an  extremity  is 
a  right  arising  from  and  limited  by  the 
necessity  of  the  c€ise — qiiod  necessitas  cogit^ 
defendiV* 

If  it  was  said  that  that '  was  an  old 
authority  he  had  a  more  modern  one, 
and  one  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  would  pay  the  greatest 
deference.  Lord  Alverstone  speaking  in 
the  House  of  Lords  in  April,  1902,  quoted 
Vice-Chancellor  Kent  to  this  effect — 

'*  Martial  law  is  quite  different  from  ordinary 
military  law.  It  is  justified  by  paramount 
necessity  and  proclaimed jjby  a  military  chief.** 

And  further  on  Lord  Alverstone  stated — 

''V'*  The  acts  must  be  acts  done  by  necessity  for 
the  defence  of  the  Commonwealth  where  there 
is  war  within  the  realm.  .  .  .The  whole  question 
is-,  is  there  such  a  state  of  war  or  rebellion  that 
it  cannot  be  put  down  by  the  civil  authority, 
or  by  the  military  authorities  acting  under  the 
orders  of  the  civil  authorities  ?  '* 

And  finally — 

"  The  limits  of  what  the  executive  may  do 
under  military  law  are  limited  by  that  necessity,*' 
because  '*  the  foundation  of  martial  law  is 
necessity.*' 

That  was  in  entire  agreement  with  what 
was  stated  in  Lord  Carnarvon's  circular 
despatch  of  January,   1867,  which  had 
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been  reprinted  in  the  Blue-book  of 
May,  1906,  in  which  he  said  that  to 
justify  martial  law  there  must  be 
men  rising  in  armed  resistance  to  the 
authority  of  the  Crown.  He  could 
hardly  conceive  why  it  was  said 
with  all  these  cumulative  authorities 
that  there  was  any  doubt  upon  the  point. 
In  Natal  it  could  not  be  suggested  for  a 
single  moment  that  any  of  these  condi- 
tions existed.  There  was  no  armed 
resistance,  no  paramount  necessity, 
and  no  rebellion.  As  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester  had  pointed  out,  the  pro- 
posed Act  of  Indemnity  omitted  the 
word  *'  rebellion,"  so  that  it  really 
came  to  this  that  martial  law  was 
applied  unconstitutionally  and  illegally, 
against  the  advice  of  the  Governor  and 
the  Secretary  of  State.  They  continued 
it  in  order  that  they  might  search  for 
arms  and  arrest  prisoners.  They  not 
only  flogged  natives  because  they  would 
not  give  the  evidence  they  required  them 
to  give,  but  they  also  prevented  Dini- 
zulu's  solicitor  going  into  Zululand  to 
get  evidence.  They  did  exactly  what 
the  Stuart  Kings  did  in  the  past,  and 
which  the  Petition  of  Right  declared 
to  be  illegal — they  tried  to  govern  by 
martial  law  in  time  of  peace.  He  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Under-Secretary,  to  the  fact 
that  in  Lord  Carnarvon's  circular  despatch 
it  was  stated  that  the  Governor  was 
solely  responsible  both  for  the  proclama- 
tion of  martial  law,  and  the  withdrawal 
of  that  proclamation  at  any  moment — 
that  the  responsibility  for  proclaiming 
martial  law  and  the  power  of  declaring  it 
at  any  moment  to  be  at  an  end  must  rest 
with  the  Governor  as  the  representative 
of  the  Crown.  He  asked  the  late  Under- 
Secretary  whether  that  applied  to  the 
Governor  of  a  self-governing  colony, 
and  he  was  told  that  it  did  not  because 
he  was  bound  to  act  on  the  advice  of  his 
Ministers.  He  ventured,  with  respect, 
to  submit  that  that  answer  was  given 
on  imperfect  consideration,  because  it 
was  perfectly  clear  that  this  was  a 
matter  peculiarly  within  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown.  There  were  certain 
things  the  responsibility  for  which  rested 
on  the  Governor  alone ;  there  was 
the  prerogative  of  mercy,  and  the  pre- 
rogative of  amnesty,  and  the  dissolution 
of  Parliament.  Though  a  Governor 
Mr,  G,  Greentoood. 


ought,  of  courie,  to  consult  his  Ministers, 
the  responsibility  in  these  cases  was 
his  alone.  If  they  referred  to  the 
highest  authority  in  this  matter,  such 
as  Todd's  Parliamentary  Government 
in  British  Colonies,  they  would  find 
it  laid  down  that — 

"  It  must  always  be  rememberecT  that  the- 
Governor  is  not  bound  to  comply  with  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers.  In  the  event  of  a- 
recommendation  being  submitted  to  him  that 
involved  a  breach  of  the  law,  or  that  wa» 
contrary  to  express  instructions  received  from 
the  Crown,  he  wouI<t  be  obliged  t  o  refuse  to* 
function  it.  For  no  vioUtion  of  the  law  could 
be  excused  on  the  plei  that  it  was  advised  by 
others." 

Surely  that  must  le  so  when  the  Governor 
was  asked  to  supersede  the  civil  law  in 
the  country  in  favour  of  martial  law 
which  was  no  law.  This  question  of 
martial  law  was  considered  in  this  House 
by  a  Committee  which  sat  in  1849,  before 
which  Sir  David  Dundas,  then.  Judge- 
Advocate  General,  gave  evidence,  and 
said — 

''I  believe  the  law  of  England  is  that  a. 
Governor,  like  the  Crown  hoA  vested  in  him. 
the  right,  where  the  necessity  arises,  of 
judffing  of  it  and  being  responsible  fpr  his- 
work  afterwar<lfi,  so  to  deal  with  the  laws  a» 
to  supersede  them  all,  and  to  proclaim  martial 
law  for  the  safety  of  the  Colony." 

He,  therefore,  submitted  that  it  was  for 
the  Governor  and  the  Grovemor  alone 
on  his  own  responsibility  to  proclaim  mar- 
tial law  or  to  issue  a  proclamation  putting^ 
an  end  to  it.  He  ventured  to  point  out 
that  the  mere  proclamation  by  the 
Governor  did  not  make  anything  legal 
which  would  be  illegal  without  it.  All 
that  such  a  proclamation  amounted  to- 
was  a  notice  that  in  future  the  country 
was  to  be  governed  by  martial  law  and 
that  was  an  answer  to  the  suggestion 
that  if  this  Bill  of  Indemnity  was 
refused  martial  law  would  continue ^ 
When  it  was  considered  that  the 
ordinary  Courts,  civil  and  criminal,  were 
open  during  the  whole  time,  because  there 
had  never  been  any  armed  resistance,, 
he  should  think  there  was  no  necessity 
for  accepting  that  Bill.  He  respectfully 
submitted  that  if  the  Governor  was  re* 
sponsible  for  proclaiming  martial  law 
or  putting  an  end  to  it,  the  Government 
should  advise  the  Governor  of  the  Colony 
to  issue  a  proclamation  putting  an  end 
to  martial  law,  w^i^^  could  be  done 
without    assent    being    given    to     this 
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Act  of  Indemnity.  The  Bill  of  In- 
demnity was  on  the  model  of  the 
Act  of  Indemnity  of  1906.  That  was 
an  Act  to  which,  in  his  opinion,  in  its 
present  form,  the  assent  of  the  Crown 
•should  not  have  been  given.  He  did 
not  believe  any  precedent  could  be 
found  for  such  an  Act  of  Indemnity. 
Not  only  did  it  legalise  things  to  be  done 
in  the  future  under  martial  law,  but  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  no  appeal 
from  any  sentence  by  court-martial  which 
had  been  pronounced  before  the  Royal 
assent  was  given  to  the  Act.  Here  he 
might  refer  to  the  case  of  the  unfortunate 
chief  Tilonko,  now  undergoing  a  sentence 
-of  ten  years  imprisonment  in  St.  Helena. 
Martial  law  was  proclaimed  on  9th 
February,  1906.  On  12th  April  the 
Minister  of  Justice  of  Natal,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Grovemor,  wrote  to 
the  Commandant  of  Militia  that  in  view 
of  the  suppression  of  the  native  insurrec- 
tion he  thought  it  undesirable  to  try  any 
more  natives  under  martial  law.  It  was 
on  7th  July  that  the  Bill  of  Indemnity 
passed  the  Legislative  Assembly,  and 
on  the  12th  it  passed  the  Upper  Hoxise 
of  Natal.  It  was  not  till  the  30th  that 
Tilonko  was  tried  by  court-martial  imder 
martial  law.  On  13th  August  Lord 
Elgin  telegraphed  to  the  Governor  that 
he  might  give  his  assent  to  the  Bill 
of  Indemnity  on  the  asrjumptioi  that 
martial  law  should  be  withdrawn.  For 
some  reason  or  other  that  assent  was 
withheld  until  1st  October,  and  the 
'Colonial  Parliament  was  dissolved  in 
the  meantime.  The  result  was  that 
this  imfortimate  chief,  because  of  the 
delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
assent  being  given  to  the  Bill  of  Indem- 
nity, was  told  when  he  appealed  as  he 
did,  to  the  Privy  Council  and  the 
Sipreme  Court  of  Natal,  that  he  was 
deprived  of  his  legal  remedy,  because 
tmder  the  Act  of  Indemnity  there  could 
te  no  appeal  from  any  sentences  by  cour> 
martial  pronounced  before  the  Royal 
assent  was  given  to  the  Act.  The 
same  thing  was  in  this  present  Bill. 
It  was  laid  down  that  there  should  be 
no  appeal  from  sentence  of  court- 
martial,  and  more  than  that  this  Bill  did 
not  conform  to  what  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, in  his  despatch  to  the  New  Zea- 
land Grovemment,  laid  down  as  being  the 
proper   form    of   a    Bill   of   Indemnity. 


The  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his  despatch 
of  18th  May,  1867,  said— 

'*  In  my  opinion  the  Indemnity  Act  should 
have  been  limited  in  its  phraseology  to  an 
indemnity  from  acts  ordered  or  approved  by 
some  responsible  military  or  civil  authority." 

That  despatch  had  not  been  published, 
but  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  it  had  been  reproduced  in 
the  debates  of  the  Parliament  of  New 
Z3aland  at  the  time.  What  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  said  in  his  despatch 
applied  to  this  Bill,  and  the  Grovemment 
ought  not  to  give  their  consent  to 
it  in  its  present  form,  for  it  would  be 
an  evil  precedent.  It  would  actually 
provide  an  indenmity  for  acts  done 
wantonly  and  maliciously.  They  heard 
a  good  deal  at  the  present  time  about 
Imperialists.  He  thought  they  were 
all  Imperialists  now.  But  there  were 
Imperialists  of  different  shades  and  com- 
plexions, and  for  hi-i  part,  he  thought 
the  best  and  truest  Imperialist  was  he 
who  was  most  jealous  and  sensitive  for 
the  honour  of  the  Empire  and  the  sanc- 
tity of  its  obligations,  for  the  justice  ot  its 
dealings,  and  for  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  all  its  subjects  on  British  soil  through- 
out the  world,  whether  their  colour 
were  white  or  whether  their  colour  were 
black. 

Earl  WINTERTON  said  he  did  not 
propose  to  touch  on  the  case  of  Dinizulu, 
but  if  he  might  say  so  without  im- 
pertinence, he  thought  the  attitude  of 
the  Under-Secretary  was  entirely  correct 
and  proper.  Although,  of  course,  he 
disagreed  with  a  great  deal  of  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  said,  he  did  not  think  he  coidd 
accuse  him  of  imf air  bias  in  favour  of 
Dinizidu ;  but  they  must  remember, 
in  dealing  with  this  subject,  that  what- 
ever view  the  Committee  might  hold  as 
to  the  action  and  attitude  of  the  Natal 
Government  they  could  not  too  much 
emphasise  the  special  circumstances 
by  which  that  Government  found 
themselves  surroimded.  Natal  had  an 
enormous  black  population,  with  only  a 
small  handful  of  white  men.  They  must 
remember  further,  and  it  was  a  point 
which  some  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
or  their  friends  in  the  country  apparently 
had  not  realised,  that  the  Government  of 
of  Natal  had  been  aggravated  bevond 
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human  endurance.  For  the  last  six  or 
nine  months,  indeed  long  before  the  case 
of  Dinizulu  came  up,  every  specie*}  of 
innuendo  and  suggestion  had  been  made 
against  the  Natal  Government  by  so- 
called  responsible  newspapers  in  this 
coimtry,  and  it  could  not  be  wondered 
at,  in  these  circumstances,  having  regard 
to  the  situation  in  which  the  Natal 
Grovemment  fotmd  itself,  that  it  had 
shown  natural  indignation,  and  had 
resorted  to  measures  which  did  not 
meet  with  the  support  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  Moreover,  hon.  (rentle- 
men  who  had  taken  up  the  attitude  they  ! 
had  done  on  thi-^  question,  an  attitude 
which  certainly  he  did  not  think  they 
could  complain  of  that  day,  must  remem- 
ber that  certain  hon.  Gentlemen  were 
altogether  suspect  in  the  matter  of 
native  administration,  because  they 
belonged  to  a  body  of  people  who  for  the 
last  four  years  had  done  their  very  best 
in  England  and  elsewhere  to  make 
native  administration  an  impossibility. 
Probably  they  had  done  it  with  the  best 
intentions.  He  did  not  refer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Newbury,  but  to  some 
of  the  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway, 
and  chiefly  those  below  the  gangway 
who  had  done  their  very  best  to  make 
native  administration  an  impossibility. 
They  had  not  realised  that  their  attitude 
was  not  supported  by  a  sin.gle  section  or 
class  of  the  population  of  those  coimtries 
where  there  was  a  native  question  to  be 
dealt  with.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  was  not 
supported  by  a  single  man  of  his  own 
class  or  any  other  class  in  the  Colonies. 
Though  he  thought  it  was  most  regrettable, 
yet  the  hostility  which  he  was  met  with  in 
South  Africa  was  a  demonstration  which 
represented  the  very  strong  feeliAg  which 
his  action  had  caused,  and  the  entire 
lack  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
people  who  had  to  deal  with  such  pro- 
blem with  his  views  on  the  subject.  He 
hoped  the  Committee,  whatever  their 
\news  might  be  as  to  what  Natal  had 
actually  done,  would  not  be  too  hostile 
in  their  v:e\^^  towards  it.  There  was 
another  matter  which  had  not  been 
sufficiently  ventilated  and  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
in  his  speech,  viz.,  the  retrenchment 
of  the  Civil  service  in  the  Transvaal.  He 
did    not   think   the    answer    which    the 

£arl  IFinterton. 


Under-Secretary  had  given  was  at  all 
an  adequate  reply  to  the  contention 
put  forward  by  the  Opposition.  He 
wished  to  put  aside  the  question  of  race 
prejudice.  He  was  fully  aware  that 
ifc  was  difficult  to  form  an  unbiassed 
opinion  on  that  subject,  and  for  various 
reasons  he  thought  it  better  to  leave  it 
entirely  alone ;  but  he  would  say,  re- 
f erring  to  what  had  been  said  by  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Gravcsend, 
with  reference  to  the  statistics  and 
tables  which  were  put  forward,  it  was 
abundantly  clear,  but  not  sufficiently 
known  in  this  country,  that  the  vast 
majority  of  Britishers,  or  rather  mea 
bearing  British  names,  were  renegades 
in  the  South  'African  war.  A  large- 
proportion  of  them  fought  for  the 
Boeis,  and  they  must  remember  that 
circumstance  when  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man put  forward  his  figures  and  tables 
so  triumphantly.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  alluded  to  General  Botha,  and  had 
paid  a  great  tribute  to  his  loyalty,  which 
he  had  been  surpiised  to  hear  loudly 
cheered  by  the  hon.  Members  belor 
the  gangway.  Indeed,  it  was  a  very 
pleasing  feature  of  that  afternoon's 
debate  that  loyalty  should  be  cheered 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and 
most  pleasing  of  all  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Newbury.  The*^  Under -Secretarr 
finished  his  speech  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  think  any  prejudice  had  been  shown 
in  the  matter  by  General  Botha.  He 
thought  that  if  the  Under-Secretary  went 
to  South  Africa  and,  ascending  any 
platform,  Putch  or  British,  said  that 
General  Botha  had  shown  no  kind  of 
prejudice  towards  men  of  his  own  race, 
he  would  be  laughed  out  of  the  Trans- 
vaal. The  hon.  Gentleman's  suggestion 
that  General  Botha  had  shown  no  pre- 
judice in  favour  of  men  of  his  own  race 
was  ludicrous. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  th  t  General 
Botha  had  been  freely  denounced  by  people 
of  Dutch  extraction  because  he  had  not 
employed  enough  of  them. 

E^RL  WINTERTON  said  that  tha*  was 
no  doubt  true,  because  a  large  nnmherof 
Dutch  people  voted  for  General  Botba 
believing  that  when  he  came  into  power 
there  woulgigi^J  ^R^  Britisher  left  is 
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Africa,  apart,  perliaps,  from  some  half- 
hearted men  among  the  Dutch  popula- 
tion, but  he  would  find  no  one  really 
prepared  to  support  him  in  that  con- 
tention. The  point  with  which  both 
sides  could  deal  that  afternoon  with  a 
more  or  less  unbiassed  mind  was  what 
was  to  be  done  with  these  unforunate 
men  who  had  been  retrenched.  They 
held  on  that  side  of  the  House  that 
there  had  been  unnecessary  retrench- 
ment, and  that  it  had  not  by  any  means 
resulted  in  increased  economy.  He  did 
not  see  how  anybody  on  either  side 
could  disagree  with  the  statement  that 
those  men  had  been  led  to  believe,  both 
by  the  late  Government  and  the  present 
Government,  that  they  would  have 
something  in  the  nature  of  permanent 
employment  and  a  pension  at  the  end 
of  it.  For  the  first  time  in  British  ad- 
ministration the  honourable  continuity 
which  had  lasted  for  scores  of  years, 
the  continuity  of  the  relations  between 
many  of  the  Colonial  Governments  and 
Civil  servants,  had  been  broken.  That 
relationship  had  been  referred  to  in 
eloquent  terms  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  the  life  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  writers  on  politics.  In 
future,  any  man  sending  his  son  into 
the  Civil  Service  of  Egypt  or  India  or 
elsewhere  would  say  that  he  could  not 
trust  that  some  Government  would 
not  come  into  power  and  at  one 
stroke  sweep  away  the  future  of  the 
men  in  its  service.  It  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  Government  to  make  inquiri' 
into  the  circumstances  and  do  some- 
thing for  these  unfortunate  men.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  mentioned  that 
there  were  many  cases  of  Civil  servants, 
who  had  been  retrenched,  a  very  large 
number  of  whom  were  men  who  came 
from  other  parts  of  the  Empire — New 
South  Wales,  Australia,  from  Canada, 
and  other  places,  where  they  had  been 
previously  in  employment  and  occupied 
high  positions.  [An  Hon  Member  : 
Not  high  positions.]  These  men 
had  filled  high  and  honourable  posi- 
tions. He  would  like  to  ask  hon. 
Members  to  think  what  His  Majesty's 
dominions  beyond  the  seas  would  think 
of  the  Government  of  a  country  which 
could  treat  its  servants  as  this  country 
had  treated  these  men  in  South  Africa. 


did  yeoman  service  to  the  Empire  during 
the  war  would  now  go  back  to  their 
part  of  the  Empire  penniless  and  broken 
men,  and  it  would  be  a  warning  to  the 
people  in  those  Colonies  not  to  place  any 
reliance  upon  the  gratitude  or  the 
good  faith  of  the  British  Government. 
What  would  happen  in  the  next 
time  of  crisis  when  this  country 
relied,  as  she  would  have  to  rely,  upon 
assistance  from  other  parts  of  the  Empire 
in  fighting  her  battles  ?  What  would 
they  say  when  they  remembered 
these  men  who  fought  for  their 
country  and  were  afterwards  so 
badly    treated  ?     There    had    been    no 

I  attempt  made,  either  by  answer  across 
the  House,  or  in  the  course  of  debate, 
to   deny  the   charges   which  had   been 

I  brought  against  them.  They  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  there  had  been  many 
hard  cases ;  men  had  been  put  out 
of  employment  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  pledges  had  been  shamelessly 
broken,  and  though  they  had  not  perhaps 
excited  the  interest  of  the  country  as 

I  they   ought    to    do    he    believed    when 

I  the  next  election  came  round  the 
people  of  the  country  would  not  forget 
the  Government's  treatment  of  these 
faithful  Civil  servants  in  South  Africa. 
More  especially  it  would  not  forget  the 

I  sneers  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester  against  men  who  did  more 
yeoman  service  for  the  Empire  in  a  time 
of  stress  and  crisis,  than  perhaps  had 
been  done  for  the  last  100  years.     As  a 

!  protest  against  the  refusal  of  the  Govern- 

'  ment  to  make  an  inquiry  into  these 
circumstances  and  to  treat  these  men 
justly,  he  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£1,000. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £31,350,  be 
granted  for  the  said  service."  —  (Earl 
Winterton.) 

MR.TMUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  the  question  on  which  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  was  whether 
it  would  not  be  practicable  to  have  a 
conference  to  consider  the  whole  question 
of  oriental  immigration  as  it  affected  the 
Empire — a  conference  in  which  our 
Colonial  and  Foreign  Offices  could  take 


These  men  who  raised  contingents  and  ,  part,  and  in  which  the  India  Office  would 
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be  lepresented,  as  well  as  the  Govern- 
ments of  tlie  great  Dominions  and  Colonies 
beyond  the  seas.  It  was  a  matter  in 
which  we  should  properly  take  the  lead, 
not  to  dictate,  but  to  endeavour  to  clear 
away  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Empire  was  confronted.  We  had  the 
greatest  responsibility  in  this  matter, 
both  with  respect  to  Imperial  as  well  as 
'oreign  affairs,  and  yet  we  were  apt  to 
look  on  whilst  each  Cblony  in  turn  had 
to  deal  piecemeal  with  oriental  immi- 
gration as  each  incident  occurred.  It 
would  be  well  if  we  upon  our  side  realised 
more  fully  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Colonies  had  to  deal  and  if  they  upon 
their  side  could  realise  a  litt^le  more 
clearly  our  responsibilities.  If  such  a 
Conference  could  be  held  we  should  get  a 
clear  statement  from  them,  and  even  if 
no  solution  were  in  the  first  instance 
propounded,  if  we  had  to  face  the  facts 
and  obtain  a  clear  statement  of  them, 
that  of  itself  would  promote  a  solution 
and  might  be  the  only  way  to  do  so.  It 
was  not  a  matter  which  should  be  treated 
piecemeal  by  the  exigencies  of  each 
Colony.  The  Indian  was  told  that 
everjrwhere  within  the  Empire  he  was 
treated  as  an  equal  under  British  rule. 
F.e  found  out  that  that  was  not  so,  and 
what  they  had  to  find  out  were  the  parts 
of  the  Empire  where  oriental  immigration 
could  be  allowed  and  those  parts  where 
it  must  be  subjected  to  some  restriction 
or  limitation.  If  they  were  to  have 
restrictions  and  limitations  they  should 
be  applied  so  as  to  create  as  little  friction 
as  possible.  The  matter  was  put  forward 
in  some  detail  in  a  letter  to  The  Times  last 
April — a  letter  to  which  he  was  one  of 
the  co-signatories,  but  which  he  did  not 
himself  write.  He  could  say,  therefore, 
that  it  gave  a  very  excellent  statement  of 
the  case.  He  would  like  to  know  that 
that  matter  had  been  considered  at  the 
Colonial  Office.  As  matters  stood  the 
questions  arising  from  oriental  immigT-a- 
tion  into  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire 
hindered  in  sQme  respects  the  unity  of 
Imperial  interests,  and  therefore  he  would 
urge  that  they  should  find  out  by  a 
Conference  whether  it  was  possible  or  not 
to  have  a  more  comprehensive  policy 
than  we  had  now  in  the  Empire  as 
regarded  restrictions  or  limitations  upon 
oriental  immigration.  The  question 
was  whether  these  could  not  be  applied 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 


with  less  friction  and  danger  than  now 
existed.  He  trusted  th  t  this  very 
important  matter  would  have  received 
the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Office  and 
that  some  information  might  be  given 
to  the  House  upon  it,  because  he 
regarded  it  as  one  on  which  the  House 
was  entitled  to  have  some  information. 

*Mr.  HAMAR  greenwood  (York) 
said  he  was  clearly  of  the  view,  speaking 
as  a  Coloiual,  that  the  attitude  of  all  the 
self-governing  Colonies  required  no  con- 
ference to  be  well  knowu.  Hon.  Members 
might  take  it  that  Canadians,  Australians, 
South  Africans,  and  New  Zealaodeca, 
reinforced  by  the  whole  of  the  American 
people,  would  not  allow  any  unrestricted 
immigration,  whether  the  Orientals 
were  Chinamen,  Japanese,  or  our  own 
fellow-subjects  from  Hindustan.  One 
of  the  peculiaiities  of  discussing  Colonial 
questions  in  that  House  was  that  the 
debate  seemed  to  get  ofE  on  an  academic 
line,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the 
strongest  instincts  of  those  white  men 
who  lived  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Empire, 
who  were  not  interested  in  academic 
definitions  of  Empire  or  of  martial  law ; 
but  who  were  brought  face  to  face  with 
one  of  the  most  profound  and  mysterious 
problems,  the  racial  problem,  as  well  as 
the  problem  of  how  to  keep  out, 
or  co-exist  with,  this  Oriental  immigra- 
tion. At  present  it  threatened  to  swarm 
on  the  Pacific  edge  of  both  Americas, 
from  Alaska  to  Patagonia.  The  Con- 
ference would  do  good  in  this,  that  it 
would  show  the  Home  Government  once 
and  for  all  that  in  dealing  with  Orientals 
the  mind  of  the  self-governing  Colonies  was 
made  up,  and  that  made-up  mind  should 
receive,  as  in  reference  to  the  Chinese  in 
South  Africa  it  had  received,  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  present  Gk>veinment. 
He  had  risen  especially  to  speak  on  the 
Natal  problem.  It  presented  to  him 
but  two  points,  one  a  point  of  detail, 
namely,  the  imprisonment  ot  Dinizulu, 
and  the  second,  a  point  of  substance, 
namely,  the  whole  of  the  negro 
problem  in  South  Africa.  As  to  the 
point  of  substance,  namely,  the  relation- 
ship of  the  white  people  of  Natal  to  the 
million  of  negroes  that  surrounded 
them,  he  believed  it  ought  to  be  the  pri- 
ciple  of  the  Government  to  endorse  the 
view   and   uphold  tl^e  attitude  of   the 
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Natal  Government  in  dealing  with  the 
black  races,  unless  they  had  the  clearest 
and  most  onmistakeable  sign  that  that 
^iew    would    ultimately    work    against 
the  white  popidation  in  NataL    He  had 
no    sympathy    whatsoever    with    those 
learned  and  finely  spun  discussions  as 
i;o  whether  or  not  there  was  really  a 
Tebellion,  or  any  of  those  minor  matters 
that  in  no  way  touched  the  great  and 
awful  problem  of  the  relationship  of  the 
white  races  to  the  great  and  numerically 
predominant  black  races  in  South  Africa. 
There  they  were  discussing  in  an  almost 
•empty  House  one  of  the  most  profound 
^conflicts  that  the  human  mind  could  con- 
ceive, namely,  of  conflict    between^  two 
races.  He  believed  the  consideration  of  Hie 
Majesty's  (Jovemment  of  to-day  and  of 
the  great  to-morrow  should  be  primarily 
the  consideration  of  the  Britishers  living 
in    those    distant    Colonies,    and    they 
should  trust  them  to  see  that  justice 
was  done  between  black  and  black,  and 
between  black  and  white.     It  was  very 
•easy  to  find  fault  with  the  Grovernment  of 
Natal  because  perchance  they  had  made  a 
mistake  in  arresting  Dinizulu.     Whether 
they  had  or    had   not,  far   be   it  from 
him  to  prejudge  the  Natal  Government. 
He  would  rather  trust  the  Natal  Grovern- 
ment on  that  question  than  the  Govern- 
ment of  any  party  in  that  House.     There 
were  in  Natal  about  100,000  white  men, 
women,    and    children,  surrounded    by 
1,000,000  of  the  most  militant  of  the 
black    races    of    the    world.     To    these 
colonists  there  was  a  constant  source  of 
impending  menace.     This  black  1,000,000 
might   for   some   unknown   reason   rise 
Tip,  and  that  would  mean  the  annihila- 
tion   of    the    white    people    who    came 
within     their     sphere     of     operations. 
The  Natal  Government  was  not  only  the  . 
best  but  the  only  judge  as  to  the  proper 
action  to  be  taken  to  repress  a  supposed 
riot.    He    had    always    held     that    the 
return  of  Dinizulu  was  a  mistake.     The 
return   of   this   hereditary   king   to  the 
Zulus  was  an  invitation  to  those  great 
native    warriors   to   resume   hope    that 
Natal,  or  at  any  rate  that  part  of  it 
which  they  thought  was  theirs,  would 
be  once  more  under  the  dominion  of  a 
negro    monarch.      He    hoped    that    the 
Grovernment  would  not  continue  on  the 
lines  on  which  he  was  compelled  to  think 
they  had  started,  of  finding  fault  with 


the  Natal  Grovernment  in  terms  and  tones 
which  to  his  mind,  in  the  first  place,  were 
undignified    to    the    Mother   Country's 
Government,    and,    secondly,   detracted 
from      the     dignity    and      self-respect 
of  those  Ministers  of  the  Crown  in  the 
Colony  of  Natal.     They  had  to  face  the 
problem  free  from  all  this  threadbare  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  martial  law  should 
be  declared  to-day  or  to-morrow  after- 
noon.    They    had    to    make    up    their 
minds    at    once    because    the    lives    of 
thousands  of  men  and  women  were  in 
danger  at  the  seat  of  trouble.     Surely 
it  was  possible  for  this  Imperial  House 
to  refrain  from  endeavouring  to  draw  out 
of  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
day  by  day  every  little  detail  in  regard 
to  Dinizulu,  and  the  visits  paid  to  him  by 
this  man  or  that  woman,  the  only  effect 
of  which  might  be  to  make  the  loyal 
government  of  Natal  appear  unworthy 
in  the  eyes  of  this  country  and  of  the 
world.    He  thought  that  more  respect 
should   be     shown   to   the   views   of  a 
self-governing   Colony    and    more    con- 
sideration paid  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown     who     were     faced    with     diffi- 
culties which  the   Government   of  this 
country  knew  nothing  about.     He  coald 
not  see  why  the  communications  of  the 
Colonial    Secretary   like   the  communi- 
cations of  the  Foreign  Secretary  should 
not  remain  private,  and  not  always  be 
made  public.      If  it  became  necessary 
for  the  Home  Government  sympatheti- 
cally to     complain  of  the  attitude    of 
the  Natal  Government  surely  it  could 
be  done  in  courteous  terms,  and  if  they 
must    be    strong    let  their   despatches 
remain  secret  as  between  this  and  that 
Grovernment  and  not  be  dragged  out  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  the  Government 
of   the   Mother   Country  appear  queru- 
lous.     He    had  every    sympathy  with 
the  Government  of  Natal,  and  if  he  were 
in  Natal  he  would  be  the  first  to  resent, 
as  that  Grovernment  had  resented,  the 
unfortunate   attitude  the  late   Colonial 
Secretary  took  up  in  reference  to  this 
matter  between  the  Home  Grovernment 
and  Natal.     He  would  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  neither  the  present  Grovernment 
nor  any  other  Grovernment  would  venture 
to  take  up  that  attitude  in  dealing  with 
General  Botha.     They  would  not  write 
those  despatches  to  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier, 
and  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  some 
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unfair  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the 
fact  that  the  Government  of  Natal  was 
a  small  Government  of  a  small  white 
population  in  a  small  Colony,  although 
in  his  opinion  that  should  be  all  the 
more  reason  why  they  should  have 
greater  consideration,  more  dignified 
treatment,  and  more  respect  shown  them 
than  had  been  meted  out  to  Natal.  So 
much  for  the  relations  between  the  self- 
governing  Colony  of  white  people  and 
the  black  population.  As  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Dinizulu,  that  was  a  point  of 
detail  which  in  his  opinion  had  been 
exaggerated  out  of  its  true  position  in  the 
proper  perspective  one  should  have  in 
dealing  with  native  affairs.  He  was 
a  Chieftain  whom  the  Government  of 
Natal  thought  fit  to  arrest.  As  to 
whether  they  should  have  withheld  his 
salary  or  not  he  did  not  express  any 
opinion,  but  that  could  not  be  fairly 
urged  as  a  reason  why  this  Chieftain 
was  unable  to  prepare  his  legal  defence. 
He  knew  something  about  the  Bar  and 
the  long  time  one  had  sometimes  to  wait 
for  fees.  He  knew  that  in  Natal  there 
would  never  be  the  slightest  difficulty 
for  Dinizulu  to  get  the  money  necessary 
for  his  legal  defence.  Whether  Dinizulu 
was  guilty  or  not  it  was  not  for  him  to 
say,  and  he  expressed  no  opinion  as  to 
whether  he  should  have  been  arrested  or 
not.  As  a  Colonial  himself,  as  a  Liberal, 
and  as  one  who  believed  that  Liberalism 
had  made  the  British  Empire,  in  spite  of 
the  sneers  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Horsham ;  as  one  who 
believed  that  Liberal  principles  in 
dealing  with  self-governing  Colonies  alone 
were  the  sound  and  safe  principles  upon 
which  to  continue  the  structure,  he  said 
that  this  Government  had  been  ill- 
advised  in  not  more  cordially  endorsing 
the  attitude  of  the  Natal  Government. 
Even  now  the  Natal  Government  should 
be  made  to  know  clearly  that  in  their 
dealings  with  Dinizulu,  which  was  a  point 
of  detail,  and  in  their  dealings  with  the 
black  races,  which  was  a  point  of  sub- 
stance, they  had  the  whole-hearted 
and  cordial  support  of  the  Government, 
and  he  would  also  like  to  think  the 
cordial  support  of  this  Imperial  House 
of  Commons. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire,   N.W.)   said   that   no  doubt   the 

Mr.  Hamir  Greenv)OOcU 


powerful  speech  of  the  senior  Member 
for  York  would  carry  great  weight 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I£ 
he  did  not  follow  him  it  was  not  because 
he  did  not  appreciate  that  speech,  but 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  time  whick 
remained  for  the  discussion  of  Supply 
was  so  short  that  a  thrice  told  tale  should 
be  avoided.  He  wanted  to  bring  to  the^ 
attention  of  the  Government  two  matters- 
connected  with  the  West  Indies  and 
British  Guiana.  One  of  those  questions^ 
related  to  a  question  of  principle,  and 
the  other  touched  some  commercial 
interests.  The  first  question  was  in 
relation  to  the  Island  of  St.  Vincents 
Six  or  seven  years  ago  in  that  island, 
in  the  year  1902,  there  was  a  greats 
disaster.  There  was  a  violent  erup- 
tion, the  countryside  was  devastated, 
and  the  island  laid  in  ruins,  and 
an  appeal  was  made  to  charitably- 
minded  persons.  A  large  number  of 
subscriptions  were  collected  in  this- 
country  towards  a  fund  for  the  relief 
of  the  distress  caused  by  the  eruption^ 
and  to  assist  in  rehabilitating  the  in- 
dustries of  that  island.  This  country- 
responded  nobly,  and  a  sum  amount- 
ing to  £73,000  was  collected  for 
this  purpose.  He  wished  to  point  out 
that  to-day,  £25,000  or  40  per  cent, 
of  that  sum  still  remained  unspent. 
In  view  of  the  purpose  for  which  the 
fund  was  collected  the  greatness  of  the 
sum  which  was  left  seemed  to  indicate 
a  rather  grave  state  of  affairs.  Its- 
gravity  had  been  accentuated  by  cir- 
cumstances which  he  might  be  paitloned 
if  he  pursued  a  little  in  detail,  because  it 
illustrated  the  importance  of  the  prin- 
ciple he  wished  to  emphasise.  Before 
the  eruption  there  was  a  oanal  called 
the  Carib  Canal  which  conveyed  the- 
water  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country^ 
which  was  otherwise  waterless  and  des- 
titute of  any  hydraulic  power  whatever. 
That  canal  was  constructed  he  could 
not  say  when,  and  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  ascertain  by  whom.  It  had 
been  in  existence  for  a  very  long  time,, 
and  its  upkeep  was  borne  by  various^ 
estates  through  which  it  passed.  There 
were  five  estates  in  all  and  the  upkeep- 
cost  something  like  £500  a  year.  That 
canal  served  a  considerable  area  of  the 
country,  and  hon.  Members  would  ap- 
:  preciate  what  a  water  supply  meant  in 
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that  island.  They  would  also  appre- 
ciate the  benefits  conferred  by  the 
presence  of  this  canal,  because  it  was 
now  impossible,  without  the  presence 
of  a  water  supply,  to  rehabilitate  the 
industries  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  continue  the  cultivation  which 
previously  went  on  there.  In  the  course 
of  the  eruption  that  canal  was  destroyed. 
It  was  blocked  up  with  ashes  and  broken 
down  by  lava.  The  water  supply 
was  cut  off,  and  the  country  which  the 
canal  served  was  evacuated  and  be- 
came a  desert  and  had  remained  a 
desert  ever  since.  Therefore,  the  im- 
portance to  the  island  of  reconstructing 
that  canal  must  be  obvious  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Its  importance  had  been  in- 
sisted on  in  Reports  presented  to  the 
Colonial  Office  from  Sir  Daniel  Morris, 
from  Mr.  Powell,  and  from  a  local  com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  eruption  fund  and  how 
the  fund  could  best  be  employed.  All 
those  people  recommended  that  among 
the  objects  towards  which  the  money 
should  go  was  the  reopening  of  this 
c mal.  This  canal  passed  in  large  measure 
through  an  estate  or  upon  the  borders 
of  an  estate  which  belonged  to  one 
person.  That  was  a  fact  which  ought 
to  be  stated  at  once,  although  it  was 
of  no  weight  in  considering  the  question, 
because  the  representations  which  had 
been  made  on  the  subject  came  from 
a  very  wide  area  and  strata  of  society 
which  showed  that  the  demand  was  a 
genuine  one.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned 
personally,  he  did  not  know  this  gentle- 
man and  it  was  only  the  other  day  that 
he  heard  his  name.  He  had  never  had 
any  communications  with  him,  and  he 
was  simply  stating  the  facts  as  they 
were  laid  before  the  local  committee. 
That  supply  had  been  lost  in  consequence 
of  the  eruption.  Proposals  were  made 
by  the  owners  of  the  land  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  they  were  accepted.  The 
Grovemment  gave  a  grant  of  £1,600  out 
of  th-i  fund,  and  the  owners  spent  between 
£3,000  and  £4,000  in  advancing  the  work. 
At  a  certain  stage  it  was  discovered  that 
the  damage  done  by  the  eruption  had 
been  more  serious  than  was  at  first  sup- 
posed. The  lava  had  filled  up  ravines, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  water  would 
have  to  be  carried  by  pipes  for  irrigation 
and    power    purposes,    and    that    must 


necessarily  be  an  expensive  methods 
The  owners  were  put  in  the  position  of 
being  £5,000  out  of  pocket,  and  they  had 
to  decide  whether  they  would  go  on  or 
not.  They  decided  to  drop  the  projects 
So  serious  did  the  matter  appear  with 
regard  to  the  industries  of  the  island  that 
the  matter  was  considered  by  the  local 
committee  and  public  meetings  were 
held  regarding  it.  The  committee  recom- 
mended  that  a  loan  from  the  fund  should 
be  made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
this  work — a  loan  from  the  fund  sub* 
scribed  by  charitable  people  in  this 
country.  The  loan  was  to  be  terminable 
and  interest-bearing.  The  Secretary  of 
State  refused  assent  to  that  course.  He 
was  aware  that  when  a  colonial  in  any 
portion  of  the  British  dominions  had  a 
grievance  to  state  it  was  the  Colonial 
Office  that  was  cast  for  the  part  of  the 
wicked  uncle.  He  had  found  that  that 
was  sometimres  done  in  circumstances 
which  were  entirely  undeserved.  When 
there  was  a  conflict  of  opinion  between 
the  official  and  the  non-official  members 
of  the  legislative  council  the  duty  of  the 
Colonial  Office  was  plain,  and  that  was  to 
support  the  official  members.  Unless  the 
Colonial  Office  carried  out  the  policy  of 
trusting  the  men  on  the  spot  there  would 
be  difficulty.  But  that  was  not  the 
question  here,  because  among  those 
foremost  in  reconMnending  that  a  loan 
should  be  made  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
were  the  official  representatives  of  the 
Government.  It  was  they  who  had  been 
repeatedly  urging  this  policy  on  the 
Colonial  Office.  The  policy  had  been 
recommended  by  the  legislative  council, 
by  the  officials  in  charge  ot  the  island,  and 
by  the  Governor  in  charge  of  the  group 
of  islands.  The  reply  of  the  Colonial 
Office  was  that  they  had  no  objection  to 
the  loan  being  made,  but  that  if  it  was 
made  it  ought  to  be  out  of  the  floating 
balance  of  revenue.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  finan- 
cial theory  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
for  that  policy,  but  in  the  circumstances 
it  was  ludicrous,  for  the  floating  balance 
only  amoimted  to  £5,000,  and  from  that 
had  to  come  provision  for  secondary^ 
education,  provision  for  a  subsidy  to  the 
West  Indian  Telegraph  Company,  and 
a  contribution  for  a  new  jetty  which 
was  now  under  construction.  The  float- 
ing balance  was  alread}''  earmarked  and  it 
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was  absolutely  impracticable  to  take  the 
loan  out  of  it.     When  that  suggestion 
was    made    a    special    meeting    of    the 
legislative  council  was  called  to  consider 
the    question.    Apparently    there    was 
an  objection  to  laying  the  dispatch  sent 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  this  matter 
^n  the  Table  of  the  House,  but  it  had 
already  been   published  in   the  island. 
The  Governor  telegraphed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  asking  him  to  reconsider 
Tiis   decision.     The   administrator  made, 
•a  speech  in  which  he   quoted  a  Memo- 
randum setting  forth  the  whole  details 
of  the  subject.  That  Memorandum ,  wh" ch 
had  been  published  in  the  Colonial  papers, 
was   one   which  the   hon.   and   gallant 
Gentleman  refused  to  lay  on  the  Table 
•of  the  House   of  Commons.    He   took 
the  greatest  exception  to  the  despatch 
being  laid  before  the  legislative  assembly, 
while  the  representative  of  the  Colonial 
Office   refused   to   place    it   before   the 
House    of   Commons.     That   was    quite 
a  novel  proceeding,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  it  was  unconstitutional.     The 
whole  of  the  legislative  council,  official 
and  unofficial  members,  were  united  in 
refusing  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
scheme   which   the    Secretary   of   State 
put    forth.     He    submitted    that    that 
constituted  a  state  of  affairs  which  was 
really    in    principle    rather    grave.     He 
would   support   the    Colonial    Office   in 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  officials  on 
the  spot,  but  the  position  was  rather 
grave  when  they  set  up  their  own  view 
against  that  of  the  local  representatives 
and  their  own  officials.    He  appealed  to 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to  give 
further  consideration  to  this  point.     The 
iund   was  subscribed  for  the   relief   of 
•distress  and  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
industries  of  the  natives,  but  the  Colonial 
Office  desired  that  a  portion  of  it  should 
be  leffc  so  as  to  form  an  insurance  fund 
against    future    disasters.     That   might 
or  might  not  be  a  desirable  thing  to  do, 
but  he  maintained  it  was  uUra  vires  to 
devote  any  portion  of  the  money  sub- 
scribed for  the  relief  of  distress  to  that 
purpose.     When  a  fund  was  being  raised 
for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  St.  Vincent 
many  of  the  subscribers  pointed  out  that 
40  per  cent,  of  the  money  subscribed 
to  the  Jamaica  fund  was  still    in    the 
•coffers  of  the  Colonial  Office,  and  they 
Mr.  Mitchell'Tko/nson. 


subscribed  on  condition  that  the  money 
would   be   applied  to  the   purpose  for 
which  it  was  given.    Referring  to  the 
question   of  cable   communication  with 
the  West  Indian  Islands,  he  said  that  the 
cable  service  with  Jamaica  was  above 
reproach.     There    were    two   competing 
lines  at  about  3s.  a  word,    and  there 
had    been    remarkably    few    interrup- 
tions during  the  past  ten  years.     With 
regard    to    the    southernmost    islands, 
Trinidad,  Barbados,  and  British  Guiana, 
the  very  reverse    was    the    case.     The 
cable  service  was  costly  and  imreliable. 
The  service  had  been  always  and  was 
at  the  present  moment  costly  and  un- 
reliable.    The  rate  to  Jamaica  was  38. 
a  word,  which  was  reasonable.     It  was 
not  a  light  rate,  for  a  telegram  could  be 
sent  longer  distances  for  less.     The  rate 
to  Siam,  Australia,  and  Japan,  half-way 
round  the  world,was  4s.  lOd.  a  word,  while 
it  was  4s.  9d.  to  Barbados,   5s.   Id.   to 
Trinidad,  and  7s.  to  Demerara  in  British 
Guiana.     That  showed  that  the   service 
was  costly,  which  was  partly  in  conse- 
quence of  an  agreement  with  an  American 
company  to  Cuba  to  "route"  the  messages. 
That  the  service  was  unreliable  was  de- 
monstrated by  the  fact  that  during  the 
last  six  months  of  this  year,  to  the  end  of 
June,  or  182  days,  cable  communication 
was  interrupted  between  British  Guiana 
and  Trinidad  and  Barbados  on  forty-five 
days,  or  two  days  out  of  every  five.    The 
best  practical  evidence  as  to  the  un- 
reliability of  the  service  was  shown  by 
the  way  the  Colonies  concerned  had  re- 
duced their  contributions  to  the  cable 
company  by  way  of  subsidy.   The  subsidy 
cost  this  country  nothing ;     the  charge 
fell  only  on  the  exchequers  of  the  different 
Colonies,  amounting  in  all  to  £13,000  a 
year.      Barbados  had  reduced  its  con- 
tribution from  £2,500  to  £1,500  ;  Deme- 
rara from  £4,500,  to  £3,000  ;      Trinidad 
from  £6,000  to  £3,000.     The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  would  agree  that  it 
was  time  that  something  was  done  to  im- 
prove matters.     It  was  evident  that  from 
the  commercial  and  politicalpoint  of  view 
great  use  was  made  of  the  cables  by  the 
Colonies,  and  from  a  strategic  point  of 
view  cable  communication  would  become 
more  important  when  the  Panama  Canal 
was  an  established  fact.     The  Govern- 
ment of  British  Guiana  in  November  last 
made  an  agreement  vrith  a  cable  company 
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for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
wireless  telegrams,  but  he  understood 
that  nothing  had  been  done  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  If  that  were  so,  would  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  see  that 
something  was  done  soon  ?  He  was  far 
from  saying  that  wireless  telegrams  would 
prove  less  costly  than  cable  messages  ;  all 
he  was  anxious  to  see  in  the  meantime 
was  that  something  should  be  done  to 
establish  communication  between  British 
Guiana  and  Trinidad.  As  regarded  the 
link  between  Trinidad  and  Barbados 
and  between  Barbados  and  Bermuda, 
the  strongest  possible  case  had  been  made 
out  for  an  all-British  cable.  A  direct  cable 
between  Bermuda  and  Trinidad  was  re- 
commended by  an  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  which  sat  in  1902,  and  by  a 
resolution  passed  unanimously  by  the 
chambers  of  commerce  of  the  Empire 
in  1906.  The  only  question  that  re- 
mained to  be  settled  was  that  of  finance  ; 
and  he  wished  to  make  a  suggestion. 
The  Colonies  used  to  contribute  £13,000 
a  year ;  they  now  contributed  £7,000,  and 
had  expressed  their  willingness  to  make 
an  increased  contribution  if  this  direct 
cable  were  laid.  He  had  been  told  that 
the  cost  would  be  £23,000  per  annum. 

Colonel  SEELY  :    Including  Deme- 
rara  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELLTHOMSON  :  Yes, 
i  ncluding  Demerara.  Of  course  a  great 
saving  would  result  in  the  rates.  If 
the  Clonics  contributed  their  original 
subsidy — which  they  had  practically 
agreed  to  do—  of  £13,000  that  left 
£10,000  to  be  provided  for.  Canada 
at  a  conference  held  last  year  at  Ottawa 
had  expressed  willingness  to  contribute 
towards  this  cable  £5,000,  leaving  only 
£5,000  to  be  borne  by  the  Colonial  Office. 
He  did  not  put  forward  this  financial 
method  as  final,  but  he  thought  it  was 
worth  consideration  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  (Jentleman  in  view  of  the  value 
such  a  cable  would  be  from  adminis- 
trative and  strategic  considerations  to 
the  Government.  In  the  meantime  he 
pressed  on  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  great  importance  of  doing  some- 
thing in  regard  to  the  existing  state  of 
things,  which  constituted  a  burden  which 
could  hardly  be  borne  by  the  Colonies 


and   an    injustice    which    required   im- 
mediate remedy. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland)  said 
that  the  noble  Earl  above  the  gangway 
had  gone  out  of  his  way  to  sneer  at  the 
Labour  Members,  more  especially 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between 
the  way  people  looked  at  things,  but  he 
would  like  to  say  that  if  the  noble  Earl 
was  prepared  to  change  places  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil,  and  had 
gone  out  to  the  Transvaal  to  expose 
how  the  country  was  being  ruined  by 
men  whose  only  desire  was  to  make 
wealth,  he  might  not  have  got  a  better 
but  rather  a  worse  reception.  He  had 
great  admiration  for  officers  who  did 
their  duty,  but  men  who  went  into  the 
factory  and  the  mine  could  be  just 
as  great  heroes  as  any  man  who  served 
under  the  colours  ;  and  whatever  might 
be  said  in  regard  to  the  Transvaal  War 
the  Labour  Members  had  felt  that  they 
were  speaking  in  the  interests  of  the^ 
common  workers  of  the  country.  Last 
year  on  this  Vote  he  had  called  atten- 
tion to  the  Government  of  the  West 
Indian  Islands,  but  without  much  effect,, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  have  more 
success  with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Grentle- 
man  than  with  his  predecessor.  He 
asserted  that  the  administration  of  the 
West  Indian  Islands  was  altogether 
too  costly  and  that  it  imposed  on  the 
people  of  those  islands  an  enormous  bur- 
den of  taxation  which  was  altogether  out 
of  proportion  to  what  it  should  be.  The 
revenue  of  the  islands  last  year  amounted 
to  £3,000,000,  and  how  had  that  been 
!  raised  ?  What  he  was  about  to  state 
I  ought  to  appeal  to  a  free-trade  Govern- 
ment. He  found  that  in  Jamaica  the 
duty  at  present  on  bacon  was  20  per  cent. 
He  asked  the  hon.  Member  what  he 
thought  of  Customs  taxation  which 
ranged  from  33  per  cent,  on  biscuits  and 
bread,  and  45  per  cent,  on  flour,  to  70 
per  cent,  on  domestic  lighting  oil.  No 
one  supporting  a  free  trade  Govern- 
ment could  argue  that  such  a  state  of 
things  could  continue.  This  taxation,, 
it  must  be  remembered,  weighed  on  the 
people  of  these  islands  very  heavily. 
Of  course  if  reductions  in  the  Customs 
were  to  be  made  it  was  necessary  to  find 

Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


1319 


Supply. 


{COMMONS} 


Supply, 


1320 


«ome  way  of  reducing  the  expenditure, 
and  he  suggested  that  Governors  of  these 
islands  were  considerably    overpaid    as 
-compared  with  the  GJovemors  of  self-gov- 
erning Colonies.     In  Tasmania,  with  an 
average  export  of  £16  a  head  the   Gov- 
ernor's salary  was  £2,500.     In  Jamaica, 
where  the  exports  were  £2  a  head  the 
governor's    salary    was    £5,000.       The 
same  remarks  applied  to  other  islands. 
They  ought  therefore  to  conmience  by  re- 
-ducing  the  salaries  of  the  Governors  of 
these     islands.      The     importation      of 
•coolies   from   the   East   Indies  to  these 
islands  had  reduced  the  wages  of  the 
agricultural  labourers  from  fifty-five  cents 
to  thirty-two   cents  per  day,  and  they 
objected    to     the     subsidy     of     £8,000 
taken     out     of     the     taxation     which 
they  had  to  pay  being  given    to    the 
planters  of  these  islands  in  order  that 
they  might  bring  in  cheap  labour.     There 
were  plenty  of  men  to  work  if  the  planters 
•only  paid  a  proper  price,  and  it  was  unfair 
that  these  people  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  this  taxation  and  that  out  of  that 
taxation  £8,000  should  be  given  to    the 
planters  to  import  cheap  labour  from  the 
East   Indies.     Year   after   year   he   had 
Applied  to  the  Opposition  when  in  power 
ior  this  redress,  but  instead  of  giving  it 
they  did  exactly  the  opposite  in  1896.     In 
the    Straits    Settlements    the    planters 
themselves  had  to  pay  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  labour  and  the  Grovemment 
should  now  see  to  it  that  they  did  not 
subsidise   the   planters  in   these   islands 
any   longer.     He   also   appealed   to   the 
Government  again  to  allow  the  Port  of 
Spain  to  have  a  mimicipal  council.     In 
1896  they  had  a  municipal  council  which 
was  suppressed  owing  to  a  riot.   They  had 
been  without  now  for  thirteen  years  which, 
he  thought,  was  punishment  enough  for 
what  had  taken  place,  and  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Grentleman  would,  in  his  reply,  indi- 
cate to  the  Committee  that  the  municipal 
council    would    be    re-established    next 
year.     He   also   objected   to   the   power 
which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
town   board  of  the  Port  of  Spain  sum- 
marily to  sell  by  auction   the   property 
of  anybody  who  was  indebted  to  them. 
He  knew  of  a  case  of  a  man  whose  house, 
which  was  worth  £250,  was  sold  for  about 
£17  at  auction  because  there  were  some 
£2  or  £3  due  from  him  for  certain  work  in 
the  shape  of  municipal  repairs  done  by 
Mr,  SummerbelL 


the  town  board.  With  regard  to  the 
Gilbert  Islands  he  had  seen  a  document 
signed  by  several  chiefe  on  those  islands 
which  stated  that  the  laws  were  badly 
administered  and  flagrantly  broken  by 
the  Governors ;  that  people  were  wrong- 
fully deprived  of  their  land ;  that  their 
trees  were  cut  down ;  and  that  there  were 
numerous  floggings  and  other  outrages. 
He  asked  that  these  matters  should  be 
investigated  because,  if  they  were  as 
stated,  it  was  quite  time  that  some  reform 
took  place.  He  also  appealed  to  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  to  consider  the 
case  of  Mr.  William  Davis  of  Dominica 
which  had  now  been  hanging  on  for 
several  years.  That  gentleman  had,  it 
appeared,  a  genuine  grievance,  and  he 
hoped  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
would  consider  the  matter  and,  if  he  found 
that  the  case  was  as  stated,  see  that 
justice  was  done. 

♦Mr.    THEODORE    TAYLOR  (Lan- 
cashire,   Radcliffe)     drew  attention    to 
the  question  of  the  opium  consumption 
in    Hong  Kong.     The    people  there   re- 
sented the  action  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment in  bringing  their  action  upon  this 
question  into  line  with  the  action  of  the 
Chinese     Grovemment.     All     that     the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  done  was  to  say 
that   sooner   or   later   the   opium   dens 
must  be  closed.      That  was  two  months 
ago,  and  not  a  single  den  had  yet  been 
closed ;  so  that  time  was  certainly  being 
given  for  the  chan:e.     The  old  argument 
had  been  brought  up  that  if  opium  was 
bad  it  was  not  so  bad  as  dnnk,  as  if 
that  had  anything  to  do  with   it.    On 
28th  May  in  the  Hong  Kong  Legislative 
Council  a  resolution  of  protest  was  moved 
against  the  dens  being  closed.     In  second 
ing  that  resolution  a  Chinese  member  of 
the  council  said  he  desired  to  maintain 
the  council's  rights,  but  he  described  the 
existence  of  the  dens  as  "  a  blot  on  Hong 
Kong's  fair  fame,  dragging  the  splendid 
Colony   in  the  mud."     He  "urged  that 
the   opium   dens   and  farms   should    be 
destroyed  root  and  branch.'*    That  was 
the  attitude  of  the  respectable  Chinese 
members  of  the  Colony.     The  objection  to 
suppression   was   merely   a  question   of 
revenue.     He  begged   the   Government 
to  persevere  in  their  policy  of  suppressing 
the  opium  habit.      iTie   colonists  were 
complaining  that  there  would  be  a  loss 
of    revenue    and    asked  to  be  relieved 
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of  their  contribution  of  $1,250,000 
towards  military  expenditure.  The 
same  question  arose  in  the  Straits 
Settlements.  Sympathising  with  this 
complaint,  he  supported  the  Grovem- 
ment  in  giving  them  a  little  time,  but  he 
implored  them  to  stick  to  their  policy  and 
not  to  be  dismayed  in  the  very  least 
by  whatever  was  said.  There  were 
interested  parties  who  helped  to  create 
a  local  public  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
traffic,  and,  though  he  did  not  want  to 
overstate  the  matter,  he  had  the  very 
l)est  evidence  for  saying  that  many  of  the 
•Chinese  were  afraid  to  move  to  show  their 
anti-opium  feeling.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
whereas  in  China  the  Government  en- 
couraged by  edict  anti-opium  societies,  the 
natives  in  Hong  Kong  feared  to  promote 
these  societies  because  they  were  afraid 
to  offend  the  British  there.  He  had  good 
ground  for  stating  even  more  than  that, 
and  he  was  quite  certain  there  was 
in  this  Crown  Colony,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue 
depended  upon  the  opium  dens  and 
habits,  a  considerable  European  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  them. 
The  question  affected  not  only  Hong  Kong 
and  the  Straits  Settlements,  but  the  other 
day  they  heard  of  it  in  connection  with 
Ceylon.  He  thanked  the  Government 
for  the  action  they  had  taken  there. 
Contrary  to  common  belief  there  was 
not  only  opium-eating  but  opium - 
smoking  in  Ceylon.  He  had  a  letter 
written  by  the  late  Sanitary  Officer 
of  Colombo  to  a  local  newspaper  stating 
that,  **  as  the  Sanitary  Officer,  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  slums  in  Colombo, 
and  there  was  no  part  of  the  city  when 
making  inspection  of  the  poor  parts  where 
he  did  not  find  opium  -  smoking ;  the 
pity  of  it  being  that  the  habit  was  preva- 
lent among  the  women."  It  was  very 
important  that  they  should  not  allow  this 
habit  to  grow.  They  had  the  same  story 
from  South  Africa.  A  memorial  lately 
presented  by  the  Witwatersrand  Church 
Council  in  the  Transvaal  stated  that 
there  were  twenty  opium  dens  with  300 
regular  customers,  whilst  the  number  of 
victims  was  increasing  and  included 
white  people  as  well  as  coloured.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment replied  that  they  could  not  do 
4in3rthing    this    year.      Mr.    Mackenzie 
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King's  inquiry  for  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment into  the  damage  resulting  from 
the  anti-Asiatic  riots  of  last  September 
discovered  that  a  large  trade  was  being 
carried  on  in  ihe  manufacture  of  opium. 
There  were  seven  factories  in  Victoria, 
Vancouver,  and  New  Westminster,  the 
majority  of  them  only  recently  estab- 
lished. The  opium  was  mostly  con- 
sumed by  Chinese,  but  the  habit  was 
making  headway  among  white  men  and 
women,  and  even  among  white  boys  and 
girls.  The  Canadian  Parliament  had  just 
passed  a  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion, manufacture,  and  sale  of  the  drug 
except  for  medical  purposes;  and  that 
was  the  kind  of  thing  they  wished  to 
press  upon  the  British  Grovemment. 
They  wanted  the  non-medical  use  of 
opilim  prohibited,  whether  inside  or  out- 
side dens.  It  was  not  a  question  of  opium 
dens  merely.  If  the  opium  dens  were 
closed  the  practice  would  be  carried  on  in 
private  houses,  though  no  doubt  to  a 
less  extent.  They  had  to  follow  the  prac- 
tice wherever  they  found  it.  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  had  stopped  it,  and  in 
every  country  public  opinion  was  waking 
up  on  this  question,  and  it  was  becoming 
the  policy  of  the  civilised  world  to 
suppress  the  traffic.  He  urged  the 
Government  not  to  fall  short  of  that 
policy,  lest  we  should  soon  find  more 
opium  dens  in  our  own  country.  There 
were  a  few  already.  They  largely 
existed  in  Crown  Colonies  for  which 
we  were  specially  responsible.  In  the 
United  States,  in  Japan,  in  our  own 
chief  self-governing  Colonies,  and  else- 
where public  opinion  now  apprehended 
the  seriousne^  of  the  matter,  and  it  was 
becoming  the  policy  of  the  world  to  stop 
the  smoking  of  opium.  They  were  told 
by  those  who  excused  this  easy  method 
of  raising  revenue  that  they  might  follow 
it  wherever  they  liked,  but  they  would 
not  stamp  it  out.  It  was  no  doubt  very 
easy  to  smuggle.  He  remembered  when  our 
own  sugar  duty  was  imposed,  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  take  very  stem  measures  to 
stop  the  smuggling  of  saccharin,  an 
article  of  high  value  and  small  bulk ; 
and  if  the  Government  meant  business, 
the  opium  traffic  could  be  stopped. 
Where  there  was  a  will  there  was  a  way. 
There  was  no  need  for  the  Government 
to  be  mealy-mouthed.     Why  should  it 
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deal  more  gently  with  the  traffic  thaa 
Japan  ?  They  only  needed  a  thorough- 
going law  and  to  have  it  properly  ad- 
ministered. If  the  Government  was 
determined  and  passed  stringent  laws 
and  saw  they  were  rigidly  enforced, 
the  traffic  could  be  put  down  in  our 
territory  as  it  had  been  put  down  in 
Japanese  territory  and  in  our  own  self- 
governing  Colonies.  The  United  States 
also  were  about  to  pass  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  traffic. 

♦Mr.    BOULTON    (Huntingdonshire, 
Ramsey)   said   the  Opposition  had  laid 
down  a  new  and  extraordinary  doctrine, 
and  they  were  making  the  most  of  it 
inside    and    outside    the    House:     they 
said  that  the  Government  were  acting 
in     an    isinti-Imperial    way   when    they 
made  suggestions   in  the  mildest    form 
to  the  Natal   Government,   and  refused 
to  take  any  steps  to  interfere   in    the 
internal  policy  of  the    Transvaal.     The 
Opposition    drew    a    great    distinction 
between   Natal  and  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony.     It  was  wrong  to 
interfere  in  the  slightest  way  with  Natal, 
but  it  was  right  to  interfere  with  the 
Transvaal.     That,  in   his  opinion,    was 
absurd.      The     right    hon.    Gentleman 
opposite,    the    late    Colonial    Secretary, 
had    suggested    that    the    Government 
should    appoint    a    Committee     to    in- 
vestigate    the     local     policy      of     the 
Transvaal.      He    had    never    heard    of 
a    precedent  for  doing  anything  of  the 
kind.       The    local    affairs    of     a     self- 
governing   Colony  had  never   been    in- 
vestigated    in     such    a    way    as    the 
right    hon.    Gentleman     aoiggested     in 
the    history   of    the    Empire,    and    the 
suggested  Committee  of  Inquiry  would 
be  entirely  unconstitutional  and   quite 
uncalled   for.     At   the   same   time,    the 
Opposition    attacked    the    Government 
for   making   a   mild   suggestion   to   the 
Natal  Government  in  a  matter  of  exterior 
policy — the  question  of  the  government  of 
the  natives.     It  had  been  suggested  that 
the  Gk)vemment  had  entered  into  some 
sort  of  disgraceful  conspiracy  with  the 
Transvaal  by  wliich  they  lent  a  large  sum 
of  money  in  consideration  of  the  Trans- 
vaal   Government    doing       away    with 
Chinese  labour.     The  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment had  decided  to  do  away  with  Chinese 
labour    before    any    negotiations    were 
Mr,  Theodore  Taylor, 
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opened  for  a  loan.     It  was,  in  his  opinion' 
a    disffraceful  charge  to  bring  against 
His    Majesty's    Government    and    the 
Government  of  a  self-governing  Colony. 
There  had  been  some    strong  language 
used,      and     he     thought     the     word* 
of    the    Under-Secretary    were    largely 
justified.       He    protested   against    anv 
such   suggestion.       It   never     ought  to 
have    been     made.      He    had    felt   a 
considerable    amoimt    of    doubt    about 
the  retrenched  officials  of  the  Transvaal, 
but  the  speech  of  the  Under-Secretarv 
had    satisfied    him    that    the    position 
in  the   Transvaal  was   not   at  all  un- 
satisfactory.    That     was     a     matter  of 
satisfaction  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
He  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  steps 
were  being  taken  to  find  positions  for 
these  unfortunate  men.     He  knew  several 
of  them  who  came  from  Canada,  and  got 
positions  after  the  war  was  over,  and 
had    now    lost    them.      At    the    same 
time    knowing    something    about  those 
gentlemen     and     their      capacity     he 
could   imderstand    perhaps    that    while 
capable    for    positions   while    the   war 
was  going  on  they  were  not  altogether 
suited  to  fill  very  responsible  positions^ 
in  the  civil   adniinistration  of    a   self- 
governing     Colony.       That     might    of 
course  have  had  something  to  do  with 
their   retrenchment.      At   any    rat«    it 
was  perfectly    obvious    from   the  start 
that  the   Civil   Service    of   the    Trans- 
vaal  was   very   much   overstaffed  and 
would  have  to  be  very  largely  retrenched, 
and   consequently   what   happened  was 
only  what  might  have  been  expected- 
They  were  satisfied  that  the  retrench- 
ment  had  been    principally  under  the 
last  Administration — under  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Lord  Milner — and  not  under 
this,  and  further  he  felt  very  great  satis- 
faction that  the  new  appointments  had 
been  made  without  any  respect  to  race. 
In  these  great  Colonies  where  they  had 
two  races  side  by  side,  the  only  chance  of 
amalgamation  and  fusion  of  the  races 
was  to  treat  them  as  Transvaalers,  and 
not  as  Boers  and  Englishmen,  and  in  that 
way  they  might  hope  some  day  to  have 
one  race  in  the  Transvaal,   a  race  ot 
Transvaalers    living    under    the    Union 
Jack.    The  speech  of  the  Under-Secretary 
would    give    great    satisfaction   to   the^ 
country  generally. 
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Lord  BALCABRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  asked  how  the  authority  of 
Parliament  was  to  be  obtained  for  the 
payment  of  the  salaiy  to  DiniznliL  It 
was  a  new  service,  and  could  not  be 
paid  out  of  any  economies  in  the  Votes 
they  were  going  to  pass  that  evening 
and  the  next  day,  and  it  could  not  be 
done  by  Supplementary  Estimate.  He 
did  not  know  how  the  authority  of  the 
House  could  be  obtained.  The  proper 
thing  was  a  Supplementary  Estimate, 
but  if  it  was  introduced  during  the 
autumn  session  a  Consolidated  Fund 
Bill  would  be  necessary. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  the  proposal 
was  to  take  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
in  the  autumn  session.  In  any  case 
they  would  have  had  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment for  a  supplementary  sum,  and  this 
small  sum  of  £400  for  Dinizulu  would 
be  included.  The  money  would  be 
paid  and  would  be  forthcoming,  and  he 
thought  he  could  undertake  that  it 
shouM  be  done  in  due  form.  With 
regard  to  the  opium  question,  he  had 
been  asked  whether  some  action  would 
be  taken  to  deal  with  the  evil  effects 
of  opium  derivatives  as  well  as  of  opium 
itself.  That  was  no  doubt  most  impor- 
tant. There  could  be  no  question  that, 
bad  as  was  the  effect  of  smoking  opium, 
the  injection  of  morphia  was  even  more 
injurious.  He  had  received  a  most 
interesting  letter  &om  one  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  in 
which  he  pointed  out  from  personal 
experience  how  awful  were  the  effects  of 
the  injection  of  morphia,  making  a  man 
a  wreck  in  a  year  if  he  once  took  to  it. 
He  trusted  the  International  Commis- 
sion, which  was  to  assemble  shortly, 
would  include  in  its  purview  these  opium 
derivatives.  He  xmderstood,  though  he 
did  not  know  this  officially,  that  the 
American  representatives  were  anxious 
to  take  this  course.  The  Government 
would  of  course  agree  on  that  point. 
The  International  Commission  would 
meet  in  Shanghai,  on  1st  January 
next.  Our  representatives  would  be 
present  and  would  take  part  in  the 
deliberations  with  a  view  to  at 
least  coming  up  to  the  standard 
of  China,  if  not  of  going  beyond 
it.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lanark  had 
4evoted  some  time  to  the  question  of 
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St.  Vii^cent  and  the  Carib  Canal.  He 
was  sorry  to  find  himself  in  disagreement 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  subject, 
because  on,  the  whole  of  the  other  mattera 
connected  with  the  West  Indies  he  gladly 
availed  himself  of  his  help  and  saw  eye  to 
eye  with  him.  If  the  hon.  Member  was  of 
opinion  that  they  were  wrong  about  the 
Carib  Canal  he  must  continue  to  endeavour 
to  convert  them.  They  were  not  co^• 
verted  yet.  The  situation  was  this.  A 
benevolent  public  subscribed  £73,000  to 
repair  the  damage  done  ii^  St.  Vincent 
at  the  last  eruption  and  in  general  terms 
to  relieve  distress.  It  seemed  good  to 
Lord  Elgin  that  of  this  amount  £25,000 
should  be  retained  as  a  nest  egg  for  future 
eruptions.  A  gentleman  who  was  specially 
concerned  in  these  matters,  and  had 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  West 
Indian  Islands,  had  said  regretfully  to 
him  that  he  could  guarantee  either  an 
eruption,  an  earthquake,  or  a  hurricane 
within  ten  years.  It  was  very  unfortu- 
nate that  this  should  be  the  case,  but  if 
there  was  any  truth  in  it  surely  it  was  wise 
to  keep  this  sum  of  £25,000  for  the  moment 
when  the  next  disaster  occurred.  They 
trusted  it  might  never  occur,  but  imless 
a  fresh  cataclysm  of  Nature  occurred, 
which  should  transfer  the  earthquakes 
and  eruptions  to  another  part  of  the 
world,  something  of  that  kind,  or  even  a 
drop  in  the  price  of  sugar  of  a  phenomenal 
kind  might  occur  which  would  need  im- 
mediate application  of  relief.  They  would 
then  have  this  £25,000  available  under 
the  scheme  laid  down  by  Lord  Elgin. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said — "But  the 
Carib  Canal  will  remain  full  of  ashes, 
and  without  a  fresh  water  canal  you  can- 
not expect  to  have  the  island  properly 
cultivated."  This  Mr.  Porter  who  owned 
the  land  at  the  edge  of  the  canal  was 
digging  out  the  ashes  as  fast  as  might 
be,  and  if  the  hon.  Member  said  in 
point  of  fact  he  would  give  up  digging. 
Us  only  answer  was  that  he  was 
coming  over  to  this  country,  and  they 
hoped  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  him,  for  they  would  then  know 
just  how  they  stood.  They  would,  of 
course,  see  Mr.  Porter  and  learn  all  he  had 
to  say;  but  as  at  present  advised  they  were 
not  disposed  to  devote  this  sum  to  the 
digging  of  ^the  ashes  out  of  the  canal  be- 
lieving as  they  did  that  Mr.  Porter  would 
do  it.  *  .  . 
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Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said  his 
point  was  that  although  it  might 
be  desirable  to  provide  a  fund  for 
future  contingencies,  thej  had  no  power 
to  divert  this  sum,  which  was  subscribed 
for  the  relief  of  immediate  necessities  and 
earmarked  for  that  particular  purpose. 

Colonel  SEELT  said  he  knew  the 
legal  aspect  of  that  matter  had  been 
considered,  and  he  himself  had  looked 
into  it,  and  he  was  of  opinion,  speaking 
as  a  lawyer,  that  they  were  fully  justified 
in  the  action  they  had  taken.  If  it 
should  turn  out  that  they  were  bound 
to  expend  the  sum,  they  would  have  to 
reconsider  their  attitude,  but  they  had 
taken  the  best  advice  and  were  quite 
sure  they  were  right.  He  thoroughly 
agreed  with  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  as  to  the  importance  of  doing 
something  to  improve  the  cable  com- 
munication both  between  the  West 
Lidies  themselves,  and  between  this 
country  and  the  "West  Indies.  It  was 
certainly  a  most  remarkable  fact  that  the 
cost  should  be  so  great.  The  hon. 
Member  told  them  it  cost  7s.  to  Demerara, 
and  that  it  cost  to  telegraph  to  the  West 
Indian  Islands,  which  were  only  a  fort- 
night's steam  from  here,  within  a  penny 
what  it  cost  to  telegraph  to  Japan, 
which  was  half-way  round  the  world. 
He  agreed  that  they  ought  to  do  some- 
thing, and  the  Secretary  of  State  pro- 
posed to  take  what  action  he  could. 
There  was  this  difficulty,  that  there 
were  the  two  competing  systems  of 
submarine  cable  and  wireless  telegraphy. 
The  hon.  Member  was  quite  right  in 
what  he  told  the  Committee  about  the 
superior  efficiency  of  cable  communi- 
cation, and  the  fact  that  they  had  taken 
to  it  in  one  case  if  not  two.  This  made 
it  difficult,  because  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Islands  themselves,  who  had  subscribed 
the  money,  were  not  at  one  as  to  which 
was  the  best  method.  There  must 
come  an  end  to  knocking  people's  heads 
together,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
anxious  to  try  the  experiment  of  wireless 
telegraphy  in  one  place,  and,  it  might  be, 
to  increase  and  improve  the  cable  com- 
munication elsewhere.  These  Islands 
were  not  very  rich,  and  although  it 
might  be  desirable  to  improve  cable 
communication,  when  any  concrete  pro- 
posal was  made,  the  Islands  frequently 


took  exception  to  making  a  contribution* 
But  they  had  shown  a  disposition  to  join 
together  to  increase  their  contributions 
for  a  particular  cable,  and  although  he 
could  not  give  any  assurance  on  that 
particular  point  he  could  tell  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  they  were  anxious 
to  improve  conmiunication  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sunderland  had  addressed  them  on 
the  subject  of  the  finance  of  the  Wert 
Indies.  It  was  true  that  the  salaries 
paid  appeared  to  be  large,  but  they 
must  take  into  account  the  climate  and 
the  liability  to  earthquakes  in  estimating 
the  salaries  of  Governors.  The  hon. 
Member  had  also  referred  to  the  coolie 
question  and  to  the  fact  that  in  some 
of  the  West  Indian  Islands  there  was 
assisted  immigration.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  there  were  soimd  grounds  for 
protesting  against  that  system.  It  did 
not  seem  reasonable  on  the  face  of  it  to 
assist  immigration  which  might  be 
supposed  to  cut  down  wages.  He  con- 
sulted the  Governor,  of  Jamaica  on  the 
question  of  indentured  coolies  when  he 
was  over  here,  and  with  regard  to  the 
cutting  down  of  wages  he  assured  him 
that  wages  had  gone  up,  and  that  the 
work  done  by  the  ooolies  was  work 
which  would  not  be  done  by  the  natives 
of  Jamaica. 

Mb.  SUMMERBELL  :  Not  at  the  same 
wages. 

Colonel  SEELY  replied  that  he  was 
convinced  that  the  system  did  not  operate 
in  Jamaica  in  the  way  it  might  be  ex- 
pected to  operate  in  other  parts  of  the 
world ;  but  the  Government  did  not 
propose  to  extend  the  system,  and  they 
would  watch  the  experiments  closely. 
His  Majesty's  Grovemment  were  not  in 
favour,  as  a  rule,  of  indentured  labour, 
but  such  indentured  labour  as  existed 
they  could  not  sweep  away  except  in 
South  Africa  where  it  would  be  swept 
away;  but  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
they  could  not  sweep  it  away.  He 
would  return  to  that  subject  later  on. 
As  to  the  Gilbert  Islands,  there  was 
in  the  Pacific  a  gentleman  well  known 
for  his  sjonpathy  with  the  natives. 
Sir  Everard  im  Thum,  and  his  Re- 
port did  not    bear, out   the , statements 
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that  had  been  made.  That  gentleman 
was  on  his  way  home,  and  he  would  bring 
before  him  what  his  hon;  friend  who  raised 
the  question  had  said.  Although  it 
might  be  very  unfortunate  that  people 
should  have  to  work  four  days  a  week 
when  three  days  work  was  enough,  and 
that  they  should  be  only  allowed  to  dance* 
on  Saturday  afternoons,  he  hardly  thought 
las  hon.  fnend  was  justified  in  viewing 
the  situation  in  the  Islands  with  the  alarm 
which  he  professed. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  said  he  had  only 
afeked  the  hon.  and  gallant  Oentleman  to 
give  his  attention  to  the  state  of  things 
alleged  to  exist  by  the  chiefs. 
^  • 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  understood 
that  the  p3ople  alluded  to  Were  what  were 
called  "  the  old  men."  He  did  not  wish 
to  appear  to  be  in  any  way  throwing 
ridicule  upon  this  question,  but  he  wished 
to  defend  those  whom  he  had  reasoji  to 
believe  were  administering  affairs  with 
due  regard  to  the^conditions  under  which 
those  people  were  workmg.  "With  regard 
to  West  Africa  and  the  Uquor  traffic,  he 
admitted  that  there  they  were  by  no 
means  on  strong  ground.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Gravesend  had  pointed  out  that 
60  or  70  per  ccsnt.  of  the  revenue  in  some 
Colonies  was  drawn  from  drink.  That 
yas,  no  doubt,  approximately  accurate. 
The  Secretary  of  State  viewed  with 
concern  the  immense  amount  of 
liquor  imported  into  West  Africa 
and  the  inmiense  ratio  which  the 
liquor  tax  bore  to  the  rest  of  the  revenue. 
That  was  not  a  desirable  state  of  finances 
in  the  interests  either  of  the  natives  or  of 
the  country,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  anxious  to  amend  it.  They  were 
of  opinion  that  demoralisation  followed 
from  the  importation  of  this  spirit,  and 
as  he  understood  that  it  only  cost  8d. 
a  bottle  he  was  not  at  all  surprised  at 
that.  One  would  suppose  from  what 
had  been  said  that  this  spirit  was  highly 
injurious  and  was  killing  the  natives  in 
great  numbers.  To  his  great  surprise 
he  found  on  inquiry  from  persons  who 
were  qualified  to  judge  that  the  actual 
harm  done  was  slight.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  that  was  very  imlikely,  but 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  decided  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  investigate  the 
niatter.    That  Conmiittee  would  be  ap- 


pointed without  delay  to  investigate 
]bhe  matter  on  the  spot,  first,  to  find  out 
the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  secondly 
to  make  suggestions  as  to  a  remedy.  Of 
course  the  hon.  Member  for  Gravesend  was 
aware,  and  other  hon.  Members  who  had 
spoken  on  the  Ministerial  side  were  also 
aware,  that  the  Government  were  some- 
what tied  in  this  matter  by  the  contiguous 
frontiers  of  foreign  countries.  They  had 
entered  into  atigageriients  with  foreign 
Powers  to  raise  the  duty  in  order  to 
check  the  traffic.  Some  of  those  Powers 
were  anxious  to  go  much  faster  and 
some  of  them  were  not  anxious  to  go 
much  further.  Unless  they  could  come 
to  some  agreement  with  those  foreign 
countries  which  had  contiguous  frontiers 
the  drink  which  was  being  smuggled 
in  might  cause  as  much  damage  as  the 
other  drink  evil.  Unless  they  could 
get  the  consent  of  foreign  Powers  in 
this  direction  they  could  not  check  the 
sale  of  the  article.  He  could  assure 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Grentlemen  oppo- 
site that  the  Secretary  of  State  viewed 
the  whole  situation  with  concern,  and 
he  proposed  to  appoint  this  Conmiittee 
to  consider  what  action  was  possible. 

Mb.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby)  asked  if  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  could  say  of  whom  the 
Committee  would  consist  ? 

Colonel  SEELT  replied  that  he 
could  not.  The  association  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Honiton  was  a  leading  light  had 
been  asked  to  communicate  their  pro- 
posals on  this  subject,  and  he  was  now 
waiting  to  hear  from  them  as  to  their 
suggestions. 

Sir  JOHN  KBNNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton) :    They  are  now  on  their  way. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  "was  glad 
to  hear  it,  and  as  soon  as  they  were 
received  they  would  be  considered  with- 
out delay. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  asked  if 
the  Government  had  considered  the 
suggestion  to  appoint  someone  from 
this  country  tp  act  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  ? 
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Colonel  SEELY  said  he  would  bring 
that  suggestion  to  the  notice  of  his  noble 
friend,  and  ask  him  if  he  oould  see  his 
way  to  follow  it.  With  regard  to  Natal 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  York 
had  addressed  the  House  at  some  length 
on  this  question,  and  he  had  begged  of 
the  Government  rfot  to  interfere.  They 
had  endeavoured  not  to  interfere  in 
Natal;  for  over  seven  months  they 
had  endeavoured  to  avoid  any  undue 
interference  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
any  words  which  had  been  addressed 
to  the  House  from  that  box  could  give 
ofEence  to  anyone  in  Natal.  He  had 
always  endeavoured  that  that  should 
be  the  case.  With  regard  to  Natal,  the 
Home  Government  had  endeavoured  to 
avoid  any  undue  interference.  It  was 
necessary  for  them  to  take  the  action  they 
had  taken.  He  was  glad  to  have  the 
approval  of  every  Member  of  the  House 
who  had  spoken  on  this  subject.  It 
augured  well  for  the  bringing  of  Colonial 
matters  out  of  the  scope  of  ordinary  party 
politics.  In  this  matter  every  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
addressed  the  House  had  expressed 
himself  in  the  main  satisfied  that  His 
Majesty's  (Government  had  acted  in  this 
matter  with  every  wish  not  to  offend 
the  Natal  (Government,  and  they  desired 
that  the  promise  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
should  be.  fulfilled.  Points  had  been 
raised  in  regard  to  the  Act  of  Indemnity 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Gravcsend, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Huntingdon,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Peterborough,  and  they 
had  given  a  long  and  accurate  account 
of  the  circumstances  which  had  led  up 
to  the  present  situation.  The  omission 
of  the  word  "rebellion"  from  the  Act 
might  be,  in  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Peterborough,  an  indication  that  the 


state  of  affairs  did  not  amount  to  re- 
bellion. He  submitted  respectfully  to 
the  Committee  that  that  made  no 
difference  whatever  as  to  the  policy  of 
assenting  to  the  Indemnity  Act  itself. 
It  was  a  fact  that  the  operation  of  martial 
law  had  not  been  attended  with  violent 
measures,  and  it  was  admitted  that  it 
had  not  been  attended  with  much  dis- 
turbance. If  the  Government  were  in 
any  way  to  demur  to  assenting  to  the 
Act,  the  practical  effect  would  be  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  natives.  It 
was  said  that  the  Governor  had  an 
absolute  right  to  proclaim  martial  law; 
but  some  things  were  possible  which 
were  not  expedient.  He  wished  to  say 
a  word  or  two  about  the  Transvaal 
officials.  It  had  been  assumed  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  that  although  the 
figures  were  more  or  less  conclusive 
that  Creneral  Botha's  Government  had 
not  unduly  favoured  the  Dutch,  there 
was  an  impression  that  those  officials 
who  had  been  retrenched  had  not  been 
adequately  compensated,  and  one  hon. 
Member  had  said  that  they  had  received 
nothing.  Altogether  the  retrenched 
officials,  345  in  number,  had  received 
£87,000  from  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment. That  might  not  be  enough  to 
compensate  them  for  the  loss  they  had 
sustained,  but  at  least  any  obligation 
undertaken  by  the  Transvaal  (Jovem- 
ment  had  been  loyally  fulfilled.  He 
had  no  time  to  deal  with  Asiatic  ex- 
clusion. It  must  be  the  subject  of 
careful  consideration,  and  the  (Jovern- 
ment  were  most  anxious  to  co-operate 
with  the  Colonies  in  finding  a  solution 
of  the  difficulty.  ^ 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  92 ; 
Noes,  247.    (Division  List  No.  228.) 


AYES. 


Aoland-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,  Capt.Hn.GK Winchester 
Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 


Bowles,  Q.  Stewart 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Campbell,Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Craig,Charles  Curti8(Antrim,S. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 


Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  Fred  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  CroB,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in-Fnnie88 
Duncan,  Robt.(Lanark,Goyan) 
Faber  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.V.(Hant8,W.) 
Fell.  Arthur 
Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
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Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
GiU,  A.  H. 
Gordon,  J. 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydril 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hope,JamesFitzalan(Shefi^ld) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Walter 
Jenkins,  J.  * 

Joynson-Hioks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.Ho«kSir  JohnH. 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar(Dulwich) 
Lockwood,  Bt.Hn.Lt.-Gol.A.R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 


{28  July  1908} 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MaoOaw,  William  J.  MaoGeagh 
liacdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson  Wm.  G.  (P^tersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,Sir  Gilbert(Gravesend) 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlin8on,John  FrederiokPeel 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh*mpt*n 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  S.(Sheffield,Eccle8all) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.(Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut.-CoLThos.  Myles 
Seddon,  J. 
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Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford^East) 
Snowden,  P. 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StaTsh.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Summerbell,  T. 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  gol.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Warlde,  George  J. 
Williams,  Llewelyn(Cann*rth'n 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York.E.R.) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Younger,  George 

Tkllers  for  thb  Ayks,— 
Earl  Winterton  and  Mr. 
Gretton. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  {Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agnew,  Cteorge  William 
Amsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland(Chri8tohurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,Rt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury^E.) 
Baring,Godfrev  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,Sir  J.  William8(Devonp'rt 
Benn,W.(TVr  Hamet8,S.  Geo. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bethell,SirJ.H.(E88ex,Romf*rd 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maiden) 
Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lancs.,L3igh) 
Brunner,RtHnSir  J.T(Che8hire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
B  ms,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Carr-GJomm,  H.;  W. 
Causton,RtHn.Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston. 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
CSiarchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
aeland,  J.  W. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 


Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Siis8ex,E.Grinst*d 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  8. 
Cowan,  H.  W. 
Crooks,  William 
Ciuran,  Peter  Francis 
Dfiklziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Dayies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Duckworth,  James 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W, 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F, 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 

Haroourt,Robert  V. (Montrose) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  R.L(Caithn'88.sb 
Harvey,  W.E.  (Derby8hire,N.E 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth; 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemmerde,  Edward  Ctoorge 


Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Herbert,  T.  Amold(Wycombe) 
Hig^a^™,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,  W.Bateman(Somer8et>N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson,  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
King,  Alfred  John(Knut8ford) 
Laidlaw,^bert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 
Lever,  A.Levy(E88ex,Harwich) 
Levy,  Sir  M"uri  e 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
LyeU,  Charles  Henry 
I^rach,  H.  B. 
l^dCaclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S-. 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M*Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M*Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,  G.Croydon(Laun3estoin} 
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Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Mioklem,  Naths^el       \ 
Moli6KLo»  Peroy  Alport 
Mond«  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (CJomwall) 
Mcngan,  J.Iiloyd(Canuarthen) 
Morse,  L,  L. 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nionolls,  George 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
NuttaU,  Harry 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  1\  P.(Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'MaUey,  WilUam 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs.Leek) 
Pearce,  William(Limehou8e) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.D.  (Colchester) 
Pearson,  W.H.M.(Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
•  Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Riissell,  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell(Soarboro' 
Rendall,  Athelstan  |M 

Richards,  Thomas(W.Monm'th 
Richardson,  A. 


/-{COMMONS} 

Roberto,  Oharles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,SirjQ]mH.(X)enbighs.) 

Robinson,  6.  . 

Robson,  Sir  William  SnoWdon 

Roch,  Walter  F,  (Pembroke) 

Roe,  Sir  Thoma« 

Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J* 

Runciman,  Rt*  Hon.  Walter 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,Sir  O.E.(Manchester) 

Scott,A.H.  ( Ashton  under  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.(Hawick,  B.) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

SUcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Simon,  John  Allsebrook 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John' 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H.'Y.  ■• 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  Lyulph(Chesl^'e 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Straohey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Simderland) 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thomas,David  Arthur(Merthyr 


Supptp. 


t8A6 


Thomasson^  FrankllA 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Soiii«rBefc,E 

Thome,G.R.(WolverliaAptDii) 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M.  •      » 
Toulmin,  Qeorge 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker,  H.  De:R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
WaltetB,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph  ^ 

Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Oourtenay  T- 
Wason,John  Cathoart  {4)rk!iey) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Hen^A 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dtimbartonsbire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland  ' 
Whitk^y,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,Rt  Hn.  SirThomasP 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middtesbrotigh) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllbbs  fob  the  No£8 — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


And,  it  being  after  Ten  of  the  Clock, 
the  Chairman  proceeded,  in  pursuance 
of  Standing  Order  No.  15,  to  put  forth- 
with the  Question  necessary  to  dispose 
of  the  Vote  under  consideration. 

Question  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceedng 
£31,450,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  put 
severally  the  Questions,  *'That  the  total 
amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  each 
Class  of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates, 
including  Supplementary  Estimates,  and 
the  total  amount  of  the  Votes  outstand- 
ing in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the 
Army  (including  Ordnance  Factories),  and 
the  Revenue  Departments,  be  granted 
for  the  Services  defined  in  those  Classes 
and  Estimates — 

Class  I. 

2.  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£608,168,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 


defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for 
Expenditure  in  respeit  o'  the  Services 
included  in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. — 

£ 

1.  Boyal  Palaces         -        -    42,500 

2.  Osborne 7,300 

3.  Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure 

Gardens      -        -        -     79,900 

4.  Houses    of    Parliament 

Buildings  (including  a 
Supplementary  Sum  of 
£5,000)        -        -        -    37,000 
4a.  Salisbury  Memorial  -        -       1,100 

5.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Build- 

ings, Great  Britain      -    48,000. 

6.  Art  and   Science   Build- 

ings, Great  Britain       -    55,000 

10.  Surveys    of   the    United 

Kingdom    -        -    .    -  116,815 

1 1 .  Harbours  imder  the  Board 

of  Trade      - 


12.     Peterhead 
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32.840 
2,000 


133? 


14. 
15. 


Supply.  {28  JtLV  1S08} 

£ 


Sttppty. 


Public  Works  and  Build- 
ings, Ireland        -        •  134,259 
Railways,  Ireland  -        -    31,454 


£608,168" 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,145,045,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  II.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. — 

£ 
15,956 


1. 
2. 


House  of  Lords  Offices    - 
House  of  Commons 
Offices 

3.  Treasury  and  Subordinate 

Offices 

4.  Home  Office    - 

7.  Privy  Council  Office 

8.  Board  of  Trade 

9.  Mercantile    Marine    Ser- 

vices -        -        -     '   - 

10.  Bankruptcy  Department 

of  the  Board  of  Trade  - 

11.  Board  of  Agriculture  and 

Fisheries     - 

12.  Charity  Commission 

14.  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment      -        -      :  - 

15.  Friendly  Societies  Regis- 

try    - 

16.  Local  Government  Board 

17.  Lunacy  Commission,  Eng- 

land  .        -        .        - 


19,900 

62,917 

139,967 

6,217 

213,169 

80,347 


83,124 
15,308 

39,900 

5,819 
156,500 

11,384 


20.  Public  Record  Office 

21.  Public  Works  Loan  Oom- 

mission       -        -        - 

22.  Registrar-General's  Office, 
England     -        -        - 

Woods,  Forests,  and 
Land    Revenues,  &c.. 
Office 

Works  and  Public  Build- 
ings Office  -        -        - 

Secret  Service 


24. 


25, 


26 


Scotland, 
for  Scotland's 


27.  Secretary 

Office 

28.  Fishery  Board 

29.  Limacy  Commission 

30.  Registrar-General's  Office 

31.  Local  Government  Board 


Ireland. 


32. 


Household  of  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land  -        -        -   .     - 
Charitable  Donations  and 

Bequests  Office  - 
Local  (Jovemment  Board 
Public  Record  Office 
Public  Works  Office 
Registrar-General's  Office 
40.  Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey        -        .        - 


33. 

35. 

36. 
37. 

38. 
39. 
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£ 
14,820 

2,607 

26,826 

13,613 

53,693    , 
10,000 


11,600 

14,998 

3,901 

3,063 

11,592 


2,627 

18,101 

1,053 
52,616 

3,625 
27,413 

7,338 

15,147 


£1,145,045 ' 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided;  Ayes,   282, 
Noes,  81.     (Division  List  No.  229.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Airwworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Chriatchurch) 
AUen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud)      i^. 
Ashtoa,^Thomas  Gair 
Astbory,  John  Meir 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbnry,E.) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 


Beauchamp,  E. 

Beck,  A,  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.  Williams(  Ocvonp'rt 

Benn,W.(TVrHamlet8,S.Geo) 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bethell,SirJH.(E38rx,Romrrd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Esgex,  Maldon) 

Boulton,  A  C.  K 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 


Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brodie.  H.  C.     * 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bmnner,  J.  F.  L.(Lancs.,Leigh) 
Bninner.RtHn  SirJ.T(Che8hire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 
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Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Change,  Frederick  William 
Ohanaing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheeth  m,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
aeland,  J.  W. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Su8sex,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Crooks,  William 
Ciirran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalaiel,  James  Henry 
Davies.  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Glover,  Thomas 
€k>ddard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griteth,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  R  L.(Caithn'88-8h 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,W.Bateman  (SomersetjN 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
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Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (]$[uneaton)] 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (E8S6x,Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lundon,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 

M^Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

McLaren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

MarkSjG.  Croydon  (Lauuceston) 

Maniham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

NichoUs,  George 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 

Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
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Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradfoid,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richard8,Thomas  (W.Momn'th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincohi) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robert8,Sir John  H.(Denbigh8.) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Schwann,  C.  Dimcan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manche8ter) 
Scott,  A.H.(  Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw.  Charles  Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Snowdeu,  P. 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanlcv,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant.Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas.David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.  W.H.(Somer8et,E 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  K  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph  "^ 

Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtcnay  Tr 
Wason,  John  Cathoart  (Orkney) 
Wateriow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
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Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Gralloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartonBhire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn  SirThomas  P. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 


{28  July  1908} 

William8,Iilewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A* 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WorcestershJJ.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Ptaioras,  S,) 
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Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry      * 

Tbllxbs  fob  the  Ayks — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Acland.Hood,Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,Oapt.Hn.G(Winohester) 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry^.) 
Beaoh,  Hn.  MichaelHughHioks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Oastlereagh,  Viscoimt 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon,  Thos.  H.  a1  E. 
Craig,Charles  Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  EredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,Robert  (Lanark,  Gk>yan 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Forster,  Henry  WiUiam 
Gardner,  Ernest 

Class  in. 

4.  *  *  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,685,768,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  III.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. — 

£ 


NOES. 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gordon,  J.  ■■^jxju- 

Gretton,  John        ^^^ ' 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hope,  James  Fit3alan(Sheffield 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt..CoLA.B. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (I>ablin,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
ifacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Morjieth,  Viscount 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens* 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 


Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut.-CoL  Thos.  M^los 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Mwylebone,  W.) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertf  ord,East) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StafTsh.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitohell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Pfercy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
WilUams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Younger,  George 

Tbllebs   pob   the   Nobs — 
Mr.  George  Faber  and  Sir 
Frederick  Banbury. 


1.  LawCJharges   - 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Ex- 

penses        ... 

3.  Supreme  (Dourt  of  Judica- 

ture   -        -        -        - 

4.  Eand  Registry 

5.  Public  Trustee 

6.  County  CJourts 

7.  Police,  England  and  Wales 

Scotland. 

11.  Law  (Charges  and  Courts 
of  Law 


64,190 

22,564 

189,867 

21,750 

1,500 

3 

24,858 


51,316 


12.  Register  House,  Edin-  £ 

burgh         -        -        -  26,966 

13.  Crofters'  Commission     -  2,345 

14.  Prisons   ...        -  60,790 

Lreland. 

15.  Law  Charges  and  Criminal 

Prosecutions       -        -      38,078 

16.  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 

ture and  other  Legal 
Departments       -        -      60,446 

17.  Irish  Land  Commission  -    160,978 

18.  County  Court  Officers,  &c.      70,475 

19.  Dublin  Metropolitan 

Police         -        -        -  36,632 

20.  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  739,902 

21.  Prisons  -        -        -  64,661 

22.  Reformatory  and  In- 

dustrial Schools  -       55,225 

23.  Dundrum    Criminal 

Lunatic  Asylum    ^     -         3,222 


£1,685,768 ' 
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I     The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  299; 
I  Noes,  86.    (Division  last  No.  230.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Amsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland(Chri8tchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Baker, Joseph  A.(Finsbury,  E.) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,Sir  J.  WilliamB(Devonp'rt 
Bena,W.(T'w*r  Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
3oulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
^f  igg>  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L.(LancB.,Leigh) 
Brunner,Ra£nSir  J.T(CJhe8hire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon  John 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gtomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,RtHn. Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
CobboU,  Felix  Thornley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
CoUins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras.W 
Compton-Riekett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Sus8ex,E.Grin8t'd 
Comwjdl,  SiflEdwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Ck)tton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crooks,  William 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Daljiel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Daviea,  Timothy  (Fiilham) 
Pobson,  Thomaa  W. 


Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Dimcan,  C.(Barrow-in-Fume88 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hriiiley) 

Edwards,Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Laoey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUerton,  Hugh 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

GiU,  A.  H* 

Gladstone,  RtHn.Herbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Goooh,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  (Uhurchill 

GuUand,  John  W. 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montro8e) 

Hardie.J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn'ss-sh 

Harvey,  A.G.C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Haael,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson  J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 

Herbert,T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H. 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hope,  W.Bateman(Somer8et,N 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Sir  D.Brynmor(Swansea) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson,  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 


Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  Geoi^ge 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accriiigtcm 
Lever,  A.Levy(E88ex,Harwich) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 
K'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Laron,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M  Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  €L 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,  G.Cro3rdon(LaunoeBton) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.E.W.  (CJoventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophae 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,CJharles  N(Donca8t*r 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  CecU  William 
Nuttall.  Harry 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare.N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.(Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Grady,  J. 
O'Malley,  William 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staff8,Leek) 
Pearce,  Willliam  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Pearson,  W.H.M. (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PiokerFgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A,W.H. 
^. Power.  Patrick  Joseph 


1^ 


Suppiyi 


Price^O.  E.(Edinb'eh,Central) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradf  ord,E.) 
Badf ord,  G.  H.  ^, 

lUphael,  Herbert  H. 
Bea,  RoBsell  (Glouoeateij 
Rea,  Walter  Rufl8ell,(Soarboro' 
Kendall,  Athelstan 
Bichards,  Thoma8(W.Monm'th 
Bichardfl,  T.P.(Wolverh*mpt'n 
Bichardson,  A. 
Boberts,  Charles  H,  (Lincoln) 
Boberte,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Bobert8,8ir  John  H.(Denbigh8. 
Bobinson,  S.  •      ' . 
Bohson,  Sir  Williaiq  Snowdon 
Uooh,  Walter  F.  (Pembrok^) 
Boe,  Sir  Thomas 
Bo^8,  F.  Er  Newman 
Bowlands,  J.  - 

•  Bmiciman,  Bt.  Hon.  Walter 
Butherford,  V.H.  (Brentford) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,SirC.E.  (Manchester) 
Scott,A.H.(A8hton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E.        ,    , 

*  Seavertis,  J.  S^ 
Seddoh,  J. . 
Seoly,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw,BtHon  .T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 


(^  July  1608} 

Sinclair,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenaie 
Snowden,  P. 

Soamos,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spioer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Stanley,  Albert(Staff8,N.W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.AiLyulph(Chesh. ) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley(Greenoqk) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachcy,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Str2ui88,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James(Sunderland) 
SummerbeU,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,Au8tin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  a(RadcliflEe) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward(Salisbury) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.  W.H.  ( Somer8et,E 
Tbqme,  Q.B.  (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M* 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,John(Stoke  upon  Trent) 
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Ward, W.  Dudley  (S'thampton) 
Wardle,  George  J.     i    . 
Waring,  Walter    , 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  John  Ciktheart(Qrkn6y) 
WaterlQw,  D..S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  .George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartoQBhire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaj£er,BtHxLSirThomaB  P. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Wlllia>m8,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
WilliamB,  Llewelyn(Carm'rth'n 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson*  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  6.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wibon,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.H.(Middlc8brough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WorcestershjN. 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
«  Winfrey,  R. 
Wodehouse,  Lord 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllrrs  for  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
^Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Aclattd-Hood,RtHn,SirAlex.F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhupe 
Ashley,  W;  W. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,  Capt.Hn.G(Winche8ter 
Barrie^    H.T.(LondondeiTy,N.) 
Beach,Hn.Miohael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
CampbeU,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
GarlUe,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lo»d  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Craig,Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,S. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  FredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  CrOB,  Arthur  Philip 
Dimcan,  Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 


Foil,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  G.  A  (Bristol,  West) 
€rooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Gordon,  J. 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Bro€idley,  H.  B. 
Hope,  James  Fit7alan(Sheffield) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Joynscm-Hioks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.Lt..Col.  A.  R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
MoArthur,  Charles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.G.  (Petersfield; 


Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesond) 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah- 
Rawlinson,  John  FrederickPeel 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthiur  davell 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Ool.Thos.Mvles 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (Marylebone^  W.) 
Sm;th,Abel  H.(Hertford.Ea8t) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stiweley-Hill,  Henry  (Stafl'sh. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-(lAnark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Williams.  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,A.Stanley  (York,  E.  R. 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Samuel  Roberts  and  Sic 
V/illiam  Bull. 
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5.  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£8,217,512,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Ser- 
vices included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Esti- 
mates for  Civil  Services,  viz. — 


1.  Board  of  Education 

2.  British  Museum 

3.  National  (lallery    - 

4.  National  Portrait  Gal- 

lery -        -        - 

5.  Wallace  Collection 

6.  Scientific    Investigation, 

&c..  United  Kingdom 

7.  Uiuversities  and  Colleges, 

Great  Britain,  and  In- 
termediate Education, 
Wales 


£ 
6,594,150 
115,137 
7,414 

2,621 
4,173 

28,295 


146,800 


8.  PubUc   Education,   Scot- 

land ...  1,198,557 

9.  National  Galleries,  Scot- 

land -        -        -         2,497 

Ireland. 

10.  Public  Education  (Sup- 

plementary)       -       -     114,000 

11.  Endowed  Schools  Com- 

missioners -        -  515 

12.  National  Gallery    -        -         1,153 

13.  Queen'B  Colleges     -       -        2,200 

£8,217,512 ' 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  .'—Ayes,  261 ; 
Noes,  129.    (Division  List  No.  231.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William(Cork,  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Adkina,  W.  Ryland  D. 

Agnew,  George  William 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  A  Acland  (Christchurch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Astbnry,  John  Meir 

Baker  ,Joseph  A.(FinBbury,  £.) 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,GodfreY(lsle  of  Wight) 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.Williams-Devonp'rt 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Boulton,  A  C.  F. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A 

Branch,  James . 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooks,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
.  Brunner,RtHnSirJ.T. (Cheshire 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
^  Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.SydneyCharle8 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W.  f 


Caa8tonRt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.Hon.  R.  R. 
aeland,  J.  W. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
(]lollins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH  (Sus8ex,E.Grinst*d 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Qiflford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Daliiel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,Sir  J.  A  (Invemess-sh.) 
Bobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Eyans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Laoey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 


GladBtone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Pfeterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,Rt  Hn.SirW.Bramptoa 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 

Haroourt,  Robert  V.  (Montroae 
Hardy,  Georro  A  (Suffolk) 
HarmsworthJCIu  (Caithn'ss-sh 
Harvey,  A  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,  N.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haiel,  Dr.  A  E. 
Helme,  Norval  Waltson 
Henderson,  J.  M.  ( Aberdeen,  W.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
HopeW.Bateman(Somerset,  N. 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hyde,  Garendon 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jaooby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,Sir  D.  Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
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Laidlawy  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rnshe 

Leese.Sir  Joseplr  F.(  Aoorington 

Leyer,  A.  Levy  (fisBex^Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Ljrell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B; 

Bfackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah  (Down,  S.) 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'L\ren,  Sir  C..B.  (Leicester) 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  C^harles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.Ooydon(Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (CJoventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G.  ^l 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,CJharlesN.(Doncast'r 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  CJapt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harrv 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Malley,  William 

Partington,  Oswald 


{28  July  1908} 

F^aroe,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearoe,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (0)lchester) 
Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs. 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roev  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Scarisbrick.  T.  T.  L 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hvde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Majichester) 
Scott,  A.H.(  Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  £. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Ck>lonel 

Shaw,CharlesEdw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenaie 
Snowdcn,  P. 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger.  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (CJhesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edwajrd 
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Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somer8et,E 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  CJeorge 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampton 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orlmey) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  GJeorge  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,Rt.Hn  Sir  ThomasP 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wodehouse,  Lord 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Tellers  por  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
.     Elibank. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn  Sir  Alex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  Jame9 


Burdett-CJoutts,  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
CJave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
jCeciU  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E. 
Coates,  Major  E.F.  (Lewisham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Crooks,  William 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred  Dixon 


Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-]j 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan,Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Edwards,  Clement  -Denbigh) 
Faber,  (Jeorge  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gooch,Henry  Ciibitt(Peckham\ 
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Supp^. 


Gordon,  J, 
Qretton«  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
GueBt,  Hon.  Ivor  ChurchiU 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardie,  J JCeir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Hendersonr  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hope,  James  Fitaalan  (Sheffield 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Walter 
Idris.  T.  H.  W. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonax  (Dulwich) 
Lockwood^  Rt.Hn.Lt«.Col.A.R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 
Lonsdafe,  John  Brownlee 
Low^  Sir  Francis  WiUimn 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
l^facCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
M  Arthur,  CSiarles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 


{CX)MMONSJ. 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Morpeth,  Viscoimt 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Peter8field) 
Nield,  Herbert 
0*Grady.  J. 

O'Neill,  Hon.  iRobert  Torrens 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm*th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh*mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberta,  S.  (Sheffield^Ecclesall) 
Robinson,  S. 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sandys,  Lieut. -CoL  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hert{ord,East 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StafTflh.) 
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Steadmiin,  W.  a 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Summerbell,  T. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Warde,  Ck)!.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wilkie,  Alexa^er 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
WilliamS)LlewelyB(Cannarthen 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willoughby  do  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Wcsthoughton) 
Wintorton,  Earl 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Younger,  Creorge 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tbllsss  fob  thb  Noss — 
Mr.  Leverton  Harris  and  Mr« 
Bertram  Straus. 


Class  V. 

6.  **That  a  sum,  i^ot  exceeding 
£366,236,  be  gtaAted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Ifarch,  1909, 
for  expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Ser- 
vices included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Esti- 
mates for  Civil  Services,  viz. — 

£ 
1.  Diplomatic    and    Consular 

Services  ...        -  323,103 

3.  Telegraph    Subsidies      and 

Pacific  Cable  -        -    42,133 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant  in  Aid)         -      1,000 

£366,236  " 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 

7.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,684,845,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  lilhrch,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz, — 

1.  Superannuation    and  \  Re- 
tired Allowances  •        '     375,022 


3.  Hospitals    and    Charities, 

Ireland         .        -        -  HC 

4.  Savings        Banks'        and 
_jij^  Friendly   Societies'   De- 

f*   ficiencies       -        -        -      109,713 
5.*01d-Age  Pensions    -        -  1,200,000 


£1,684,846'* 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  Vn. 

8  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£382,104,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. — 


£ 
25,000 
7,867 


1.  Temporary  Commissions     - 

2.  Miscellaneous  Expenses 

3.  Repayments    to  the  Local 

Loans  Fund    -        -        -      4,404 

4.  Ireland  Development  Grant     85,342 

5.  Repayments  to  the   Civil 

Contingencies  Fund       -      41,491 

6.  Expenses    under  The  Uh- 

emploved  Workmen  Act, 

1905''     '    -'  -:o#^ 
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7.  ReUef  of  Distress  (Ireland)     13,000 

8.  Government  Hospitality    -      5,000 


£382,104'* 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimates,  1908-9. 

9.  •*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£6,562,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Navy 
Services,  viz. — 

£ 
2.  Victualling  and  Clothing 

for  the  Navy 
4.  Martial  Law  - 

6.  Scientific  Services  - 

7.  Royal  Naviil  Reserves  - 
9.  Naval  Armaments 

11.  Miscellaneous     Eflfective 

Services      -        -        - 

12.  Admiralty  Office    - 


2,286,400 

13,900 

66,000 

368,300 

2,048,700 

409,200 
370,200 

£5,562,700  " 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

10.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£13,505,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909, 
for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Army 
Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance 
Factories),  viz. — 

£ 
2.    Medical    Establish- 
ment, Pay,  etc.    - 

4.  Territorial  Forces 

5.  Establishments  for 
Military  Education 

6.  Quartering,    Transport, 
and  Remounts 

7.  Supplies  and  Clothing  - 

8.  Ordnance    Department 
Establishments     and 
General  Stores 

9.  Armaments  and 

Engineer  Stores    -        -    1,490^000 


451,000 
2,005,000 

142,000 

1,839,000 
3,912,000 


498,000 


£ 


10.  Works  and  Buildings  -  2,615,000 

11.  Miscellaneous  Effective 
Services        -       -       -  73,000 

13.    War  Office  and  Army 

Accounts  Depturtment  -  580,000 

Ordnance  Factories      -  100 


£13,506,100" 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Revenue  Departments  Estimates^ 
1908-9. 

11.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£11,821,531,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office,  including 
Telegraphs,  and  Telephones." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

f  Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

[WAYS  AND  MEANS.  1 
Resolved,  "  That,  towards  making  good 
the  Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1909,  the  sum  of 
£69,157,274,  be  granted  out  of  the  Con* 
solidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
— (Mr.  Josefh  Pease,) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 


1    I 


EVICTED    TENANTS     (IRELAND)     BILL 
[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed^  with  Amend- 
ments. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILLw 
As    amended,    considered;    read   the 
third  time,  and  passed. 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL  [Loeds]* 
As    amended,    considered;    read   the 
third  time,  and  passed. 
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made  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Until 
they  had  the  authority  of  the  Law 
Officer  of  the  Crown  upon  the  point  he 
had  raised  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to 
pass  this  Amendment. 


SMALL    HOLDINGS    AND 
BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  to  29  agreed  to. 

Clause  33  : 

The  treasurer  of  thb  HOUSE- 
HOLD  (Sir  Edward  Stbachet,  Somer- 
setshire, S.)  moved  a  verbal  Amendment 
providing  that  the  reference  in  Clause  30 
should  be,  not  to  the  Acts  of  "  1883  to 
1906,"  but  to  the  "  Act  of  1908."  This 
Amendment  was  made  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  Consolidating  Bill 
which  had  just  been  read  a  third  time. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  20,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  Acts  of  1883  and  1906,'  and  to  insert  the 
words  *  Act  of  1908.'  'M^tr  Edward  Strachey,) 

Earl  WINTERTON  thought  the  Com- 
mittee were  entitled  to  some  further 
explanation  of  this  Amendment. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  made 
some  further  remarks  which  were  in- 
audible in  the  Press  G^allery. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)  said 
he  could  not  quite  imderstand  the  explana- 
tion which  had  been  given.  [An  Hon. 
Member:  Tellus  whatitwas.]  He  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  Member  told  them 
this  Amendment  was  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  passing  of  the  Consolida- 
ting Bill  which  had  only  just  passed 
through  the  Report  stage.  The  House 
ought  clearly  to  know  whether  they  were 
entitled  to  include  a  Bill  which  had  not 
actually  passed  this  House  or  at  any  rate 
which  had  not  yet  received  the  assent  of 
the  Crown.  He  had  for  a  long  time  been 
a  careful  student  of  Parliamentary  pro- 
cedure and  he  did  not  remember  anything 
of  this  kind  having  been  done  before. 
It  might  be  necessary  to  do  this  when  they 
were  approaching  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  when  they  were  anxious  to  get  the 
business  through.  The  reason  given 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  taking  this 
Course  had  no  solid  foimdation,  and 
he  believed  that  this  was  the  first 
time  such  a  proposition  had  ever  been 


The  ATTORNETGENERAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  they  were 
dealing  here  with  a  simple  question  of 
drafting.  In  the  first  part  of  the  Bill 
now  under  discussion  there  was  a  reference 
to  the  Agricultural  Holdings  (England) 
Acts  for  1883  and  1906.  They  had  now 
passed  a  stage  of  the  Consolidating  Bill 
which  made  it  unnecessary  to  refer  to  all 
the  previous  Agricultural  Holdings  Acts, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  much  more  conveni- 
ent that  the  one  Act  of  1908  should  take 
the  place  of  the  preceding  Acts.  They 
were  now  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
old  reference  which  had  now  become 
inaccurate  and  to  put  in  the  new 
reference.  That  was  all  the  Com- 
mittee were  being  asked  to  do. 
Both  these  Acts  would  become  law 
together,  and  no  difficulty  was  likely  to 
arise  from  making  the  reference  more 
convenient. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
given  them  a  very  lucid  explanation  of 
the  object  of  this  Amendment,  but 
he  had  made  one  mistake.  It  had  alway? 
been  held  that  they  could  not  move  an 
Amendment  which  would  make  nonsense 
of  a  Bill,  The  words  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  insert  were  "  Act  of  1908."  Now 
as  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  no  Act  of 
1908,  and,  therefore,  they  could  not 
insert  it.  The  hon.  and  learned  Grentle- 
man  had  said  that  the  Bills  were  going  up 
together,  and  that  probably  they  would 
receive  the  Royal  Assent.  The  hon.  aod 
learned  Gentleman  could  not  tell  whether 
the  Crown  would  give  the  Royal  Assent 
or  not.  Supposing  that  the  Royal  Assent 
was  given  in  one  case  and  not  in  the 
other,  this  Bill  would  be  nonsense.  In 
that  case  the  words  in  regard  to  the  Act 
of  1908  would  be  meaningless,  because 
there  would  be  no  Act  of  1908.  It  was 
really  only  a  question  of  form.  He  was 
sure  that  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  would  agree  with  him  that 
tl^ey  ought  to  do  things  in  proper  and 
orderly  form.  Nobody  objected  to  these 
Bills  passing.    If  they  were  objected  to, 
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they  would  be  discussed.  It  should  not  be 
assumed  that  the  Crown  would  give  its 
assent,  and,  therefore,  the  Amendment 
was  out  of  order  and  could  not  be  put. 

♦The  chairman  :  On  the  point  of 
order  I  think  the  hon.  Baronet  is  not 
quite  correct.  There  are  precedents  for 
this  kind  of  thing.  I  do  not  see  how 
what  the  hon.  Baronet  wants  can  be 
achieved  except  by  the  method  proposed 
or  by  the  putting  off  of  the  Bill.  That 
however  ie  not  a  question  for  me.  The 
Amendment  is  not  out  of  order. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  As- 
QUiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.)  congratulated  the 
hon.  Baronet  on  having  made  a  good  point. 
Technically,  the  Consolidating  Bill,  which 
had  received  a  Third  Reading,  was  not  an 
Act  of  Parliament  until  it  had  received 
the  Royal  Assent,  but  it  was  put  down 
first  in  order  that  it  might  receive  the 
Royal  Assent  a  moment  before  this  Bill. 
When  this  Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent 
the  previous  Bill  would  be  "  the  Act  of 
1908."  In  these  circximstances  he  put  it 
to  the  hon.  Baronet  whether  it  was  worth 
while  pressing  his  point.  If  it  were 
pressed  he  would  be  obliged  to  move  to 
report  progress  on  the  Bill,  And  the  passing 
of  a  useful  measure  would  have  to  be 
postponed  for  two  or  three  months, 
when  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  two 
Consolidating  Bills  on  the  Statute-look 
at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  thanked  the 
Prime  Minister  for  the  fullness  of  his  reply 
and  the  clearness  with  which  he  had 
dealt  with  the  technical  point  raised. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  it  was  rather 
more  than  a  technical  point  which  they 
were  now  discussing.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  appealed  to  them  not  to  press  the 
point  on  the  ground  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  these  two  Consolidating 
Acts  should  be  passed  into  law.  He 
entirely  accepted  the  statement  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
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they  should  be  passed  in  order  to  con- 
solidate a  number  of  measures  affecting 
one   of  the   greatest  industries  in   the 
country.     But  the  Prime  Minister  knew 
better  than  anybody — certainly  as  well 
as  anybody  in  the  House — ^the  danger  of 
creating  a  bad  precedent  in  regard  to  the 
business  of  the  House.    They  were  all  in 
favour  of  the  passing  of  this  Consolidating 
Bill,  and  they  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  the  insertion  of  Amendments  in  order 
that  the  Statute  should  be  intelligible 
after  passing  into  law,  but  the  Prime 
Minister  had  admitted — and  he  thought 
note  should  be  taken  of  ^that  admission — 
that  this    procedure    was    exceptional. 
When  the  learned  Attorney-General  dealt 
with  the  case  a  few  moments  ago  he 
began  by  asking  whether  the  objection 
which  he  had  raised  was  a  serious  one. 
Having  stated  that  it  could  easily    be 
disposed  of,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man  showed  the  force  of  his  own  convic  - 
tion   by   evading   altogether  the   point 
raised.     The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
did  not  deal  with  the  difficulty  at  all. 
He  appealed  to  the  Attorney-General,  as 
the  highest  authority  on  constitutional 
law  in  the  House,  to  state  whether  there 
was  any  precedent  for  the  House,  when 
dealing  with  that  which  was  only  a  Bill, 
calling  that  Bill  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
While  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  he  had  no  doubt  there  were  many 
precedents,   he   did  not  cite   one.    He 
doubted  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  able  to  do  so. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  invited  him  to  give  a 
specific  precedent.  There  was  one  ex- 
actly to  the  point.  [The  Attorney-Gfeneral 
gave  the  name  of  a  Bill,  but  it  was  inaud-* 
ible  in  the  Press  Gallery.] 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  Was  that  an 
Act  passed  by  the  present  Government  ? 


Sir  W.  ROBSO^J,,^  JgsGoOQle   : 
3  A  ° 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  eiily 
precedent  was  one  created  by  the  present 
Government.  The  fact  remained  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  admitted  that  if 
the  point  was  pressed,  the  only  course  he 
could  adopt  would  be  to  move  to  report 
progress  and  leave  the  fulfilment  of  this 
scheme  of  legislation  to  another  period. 
That  was  a  course  which  he  had  no  desire 
to  press  on  the  Prime  Minister,  and  he 
was  sure  that  his  hon.  friends  did  not 
desire  to  pVess  it.  They  had  justified  the 
raising  of  the  question.  As  an  old  Member 
of  the  House,  and  one  who  was  more 
jealous  of  its  traditions  than  some  who 
had  not  been  so  long  in  the  House,  he 
still  believed  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
first  rate  importance.  The  Prime 
Minbter  had  not  only  dealt  fully  with  the 
case,  but  had  frankly  offered  to  postpone 
the  BiU,  and  in  the  circumstances,  he  had 
no  desire  to  press  the  point.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  met  him  and  his 
friends  in  a  perfectly  fair  and  courteous 
spirit,  and  they  were  willing  to  meet  him 
halfway  by  withdrawing  their  opposition. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  this  was  a 
situation  which  could  only  occur  when 
two  Consolidating  Bills  were  being  passed 
side  by  side.  Obviously  it  was  not  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  generally,  and  still 
less  in  the  interest  of  agriculture,  that 
one  should  be  passed  into  law  and  the 
other  not.  It  was  on  that  ground  alone 
that  he  asked  the  House  to  accept  the 
advice  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  and  not  to  press  the  point  which 
had  been  raised.  ^ 

Mr.  RAWLINSON^  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  he  would  point  out  that  this 
Bill  as  it  stood  now  did  not  conte  into 
operation  until  1st  January  next  year. 
This  certainly  ought  not  to  become  a 
precedent,  and  it  was  obviously  a 
matter  on  which,  if  the  other  House 
did  it,  many  Members  would  make  it 
a  subject  of  complaint.  [An  Hon. 
Member  on  the  Mimisterul  Benches : 


Why  do  not  you  divide  ?  Further, 
he  asserted  that  the  necessity  the 
Prime  Minister  referred  to  would 
bring  out  many  other  inconveniences. 
For  instance,  here  were  two  Bills  which 
they  were  passing  that  night.  In  the 
first  there  was  a  definition  of  a  provision 
about  small  holdings  referred  to  in  the 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act  of 
1907.  This  Bill  repealed  that  Act  al- 
together, so  that  they  were  introducing 
quite  the  worst  form  of  legislation — 
legislation  not  by  reference,  but  by 
anticipation.  This  must  lead  to  com- 
plexity and  difficulty  on  the  part 
of  mrany  people.  He  did  not  wish 
to  go  back  on  anything  said  from 
the  front  bench,  but  it  was  a  bad  prece- 
dent, was  constitutionally  wrong,  and 
would  cause  inconvenience. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  would  point 
out  most  respectfully  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  Government 
would  not  have  taken  this  course  except 
in  the  case  of  two  parallel  Bills.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  and  he  both  belonged 
to  a  profession  in  which  they  knew  many- 
people  who  brought  out  text-books  to  in- 
form the  public  what  was  the  state  of 
the  law,  and  it  was  very  desirable  that 
they  should  have  the  whole  subject  before 
them  so  that  they  might  occupy  their 
time  in  the  Vacation. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  during 
the  speech  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
the  Member  for  Cambridge  University 
an  hon.  Member  opposite  said  :  "  Why 
don't  you  divide  against  the  Bill  ? ' 
He  only  rose  on  account  of  that  interrup- 
tion. They  on  that  side  of  the  House 
had  accepted  the  very  courteous  as- 
surance of  the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
did  not  regard  this  as  a  precedent  and 
that  he  would  like  the  House  to  allow  it 
to  pass  now.  He  always  thought  that  if 
they  on  that  side  of  the  House  were  met 
in  a  considerate  way,  they  waived  a  point. 
The  Prime  MinisJ^  V^'^y^^lpiowledged 
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that  this  was  not  a  good  form  of  proce- 
dure, and  that  he  did  not  wish  to  make  a 
precedent  of  it ;  and  on  that  under- 
standing the  Party  on  that  side  of  the 
House  did  not  divide.  He  would  point 
out  that  there  would  be  no  necessity 
to  divide  because  the  Prime  Minister 
had  assured  the  House  that  without 
a  division,  if  they  chose  to  press  the 
point,  he  would  accept  it. 

Amendment — 

Clause  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  31  to  46  inclusive,  agreed  to. 
Clause  47  : 

Amendments   proposed — 

"  In  page  30,  line  6,  to  leaye  out  the  words 

*  three  of  the  Market  Gardeners*  Ck>mpen8ation 
Act,  1895,*  and  to  insert  the  words  *iorty-two 
of  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  1908.*  " 

**  In  page  30,  lines  19  and  20,  to  leave  oiit 
the  words  *  (England)  Acts,  1883  to  1906,* 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  Act,  1908.'  " 

"  In  page  30,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out 
the  words  *  three  of  the  Market  Gardeners* 
Compensation  Act,  1895,'  and  to  insert  the 
words  *  forty-two  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Act,  1908.*" 

"  In  page  30,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  1900,*  and  to  insert  the  word  *  1908.*  ** 

"  In  page  30,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  (England)  Acts,  1883  to  1906,*  and  to  insert 
the  words*  Act,  1908.'  "—{Sir  Edward Strachey.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clauses  48  to  54  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  55 : 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  Clause  66."— (i5tr  Edward 
Strachey.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  56,  57,  and  58,  agreed  to. 

Clause  59 : 

Amendment    proposed — 

**  In  page  37,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  (England)  Acts.  1883  to  1906.'  and  to  insert 
the  words*  Act,  \^(^:''— (Sir  Edward  Strachey,) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clauses  69  to  64  agreed  to. 
Schedule : 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  42,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  (England)  Acts,  1883  to  1906,'  and  to  insert 
the  words  *  Act,  1908.'  " 

"  In  page  42,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  those  Acts,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  that 
Act.*  ** 

"  In  page  42,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  those  Acts,'  and  to  insert  the  words 

*  that  Act.*  "—iSir  Edward  Strachey.) 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  reported,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


ENDOWED  SCHOOI^  (MASTERS)     BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  he  did  not 
oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill 
altogether.  He  merely  desired  to  draw 
attention  to  the  provision  relating  to  the 
time  of  dismissal  of  a  master  as  being 
contrary  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  the 
common  law  and  as  being  liable  to  lead 
to  considerable  inconvenience.  He  also 
desired  to  draw  attention  to  Clause  2, 
which  contained  a  peculiar  provision 
stating  that  nothing  in  the  Act  should 
prejudice  the  operation  or  enforcement 
of  any  judgment  pronounced  or  made 
before  1st  April,  1908.  Why  had  that 
date  been  chosen  for  the  beginning  of  the 
Act  ?  He  suggested  that  it  should  be 
altered  to  the  day  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Runciman,  (Dews- 
bury)  said  that  he  agreed  with 
the  points  which  had  been  put 
by  the  hon.  Member ;  but  the  Bill  had 
been  the  result  of  agreement  between 
the  assistant  and  head  masters'  associa- 
tions and  others  interested  in  en- 
dowed  schools.    The   words  mentioned 
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were  pressed  for  by  the  assistant  school- 
masters, and  the  date  mentioned  was 
about  the  period  when  an  agreement  was 
fixed.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  press  his  objection.  An  agreement 
had  been  arrived  at  after  long  and  in- 
tricate negotiations,  and  he  woidd  be 
very  sorry  if  it  was  disturbed. 

Mr.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  said 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to  alter  the 
rights  of  parties,  and  it  might  be  that 
somebody  had  brought  an  action  on  the 
basis  of  the  existing  law  and  had  not  got 
judgment.  If  that  had  been  the  case, 
he  did  not  think  the  other  party  to  the 
action  should  be  prejudiced  by  legislation. 
The  two  associations  were  no  doubt 
representative  bodies ;  but  they  did  not 
represent  every  member  of  the  profession, 
and  they  ought  to  consider  everybody 
when  altering  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He 
ventured  to  think  that  Clause  2  required 
careful  consideration  and  possibly  radical 
alteration.  The  Bill  ought  not  to  pre- 
judice any  judgment  pronoimced  before 
it  was  passed,  nor  ought  it  to  prejudice 
the  rights  of  any  parties  who  had  already 
commenced  proceedings. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  thought  ho  could 
reassure  the  hon.  Gentleman.  There 
had  been  no  case  in  recent  years 
imder  the  existing  law  except  that  of  the 
Marquess  of  Zetland. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford 
University)  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
allowed  to  pass  before  the  adjournment. 
It  was  the  result  of  the  settlement  of  a 
long-standing  difficulty  arising  out  of  the 
power  of  a  new  head  master  to  dismiss 
without  notice  upon  his  appointment  the 
whole  of  th3  staff  of  a  school.  If  the 
Bill  was  not  passed,  the  trouble  would  be 
accentuated. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
would  give  careful  consideration  to  the 
second    clause.     If    the    Bill    waQ    not 

Mr.  Runcman, 


designed  to  take  away  the  rights  of 
somebody  who  had  already  commenced 
an  action  at  law,  why  was  it  not  in  the 
ordinary  form  ?  Such  a  clause,  if  it 
got  into  an  Act  of  Parliament,  was  apt 
to  become  a  precedent,  and  might  be 
inserted  in  another  Act  where  there 
was  no  excuse  for  it.  It  was  not  desir- 
able to  have  this  kind  of  clause  unless 
there  was  some  over-mastering  reason^ 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  for  To-morrow. — (if  r.  Rundman.) 


NAVY  AND  ARMY  EXPENDITURE, 
19067. 

Resolutions  reported. 

I. — ^Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy 
Appropriation  Acco\mt  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  and 
the  statement  appended  thereto,  that 
the  aggregate  expenditure  on  Navy 
Services  has  not  exceeded  the  aggregate 
sums  appropriated  for  those  Services, 
but  that,  as  shown  in  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended,  the  total  diSerences  between 
the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 
viz.  : — 

£  8,     d. 

Total  Surpluses     -        -  1,041,698    8    7 
Total  Deficits        -        -     644,285  12    7 


Net  Surplus        -  £397,412  16    0 


And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the 
application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total 
surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the 
said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for 
Navy  Services  be  sanctioned. 

1.  "That  the  application  of  such 
sums  be  3angtionjd,'(^QQg^^ 
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N  amber 

of 
Vote. 


Navy  Services,  1906-07.    Votes. 


3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 


9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
14 


15 


Wages,  &c.,  of  Officers,  Seamen, 
and  Boys,  Coast  Guard,  and 
Royal  Marines    -        -        .         . 

Victualling  and  Clothing  for  the 
Navy 

Medical  Establishments  &  Services 

Martial  Law 

Educational  Services 

Scientific  Services  -        -        -        - 

Royal  Naval  Reserves    - 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance, 
&c. : 

I.     Personnel 
II.     Materiel  - 
III.     Contract  Work 

Naval  Armaments 

Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs,  at 

Home  and  Abroad 
Miscellaneous  Effective  Services  - 
Admiralty  Office  -  -  ^-  - 
Half  Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired  Pay 
Naval  and  Marine  Pensions,  Gratui- 
ties, and  Compassionate  Allow- 
ances   

Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities 
Amount  written  off  as  irrecoverable 


Total 


Net  Surplus 
II. — ^Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1907,  and 
the  statement  appended  thereto,  that 
the  aggregate  expenditure  oa  Army 
Services  has  not  exceeded  the  aggre- 
gate sums  appropriated  for  those 
Services,  but  that,  as  shown  in  the 
Schedule  hereto  appended,  the  total 
differences  between  the  Exchequer  Grants 
for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expendi- 
ture are  as  follows,  viz, — 


Differences  between  Exchequer  Grants 
and  Net  Expenditure. 


Surplases. 


d. 


187,206     2 

22,225  13 

1,842  18 

9,894  19 

2,771  14 

80,309     1 


199,886     1  10 
260,541  17     5 


194,528 

78,025 

4,466 


11 
9 

7 


1,041,698    8     7 


Deficits. 


s.       d. 


254,136  17     1 


82,848     1  11 
264,933  12  10 


20,078  19     7 


19,838     9     4 

895  11     4 

1,554     0     6 


644,285  12 


£397,412  16     0 


Total  Surpluses 
Total  Deficits 


£  s.     d. 

1,336,708    4    1 

42,029  13    4 


Net  Surplus        -  1,294,678  10    9 


And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the 
application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total 
surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said 
total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army 
Services  be  sanctioned. 

2.  "  That  the  application  of  such 
sums  be  sanctioned." 
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Number 

of 

Vote. 


7 
8 

9 

10 
11 

12 
13 

14 

15 
16 


Army  Services,  1906-7.    Votes. 


Pay,  &c.,  of  Army 

Medical  Establishment  :  Pay,  &c. 

Militia :  Pay,  Bounty,  &c. 

Imperial  Yeomanry :  Pay  and  Allow- 
ances   

Volunteer  Corps :  Pay  and  Allow- 
ances   

Quarterings,  Transport,  and  Ke- 
mounts       -        -        .         -        - 

Supplies  and  Clothing    - 

Ordnance  Department  Establish- 
ments and  General  Stores   - 

Armaments  and  Engineer  Stores    - 

Works  and  Buildings 

Establishments  for  Military  Educa- 
tion     

Miscellaneous  Effective  Services 

War  Office  and  Army  Accounts 
Department        .         .        -        - 

Non-effective  Charges  for  Officers, 
&c. 

Non-effective  Charges  for  Men,  &c. 

Civil  Superannuation,  Compensation, 
Compassionate  Allowances,  and 
Gratuities 

Balances  irrecoverable    - 


Differences  between  Exchequer  Grants 
and  Net  Expenditure. 


Surpluses. 


£      s.  d 

358,433  12  9 

44,87?  13  4 

41,127     7  2 

16,943  14  7 

30,198     4  1 

107,764     3  7 

105,665  13  2 

128,775    0  10 

366,429  11  4 

87,310     0  6 


24,390  16     4 

4,229  10  11 

20,563  15     6 


DeficiU 


£       S.    d. 


Total - 


1,336,708    4     1 


2,323     6    8 


32,744  16    2 


2,855     2    7 
4,106    7  11 


42,029  13    4 


Net  Surplus 


Resolutions  agreed  to. 


CRAN  MEASURES  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  aause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  clause  was 
very  strangely  drafted.  It  seemed  extra- 
ordinary that  it  should  be  necessary  to 
enact  that  four  times  a  quarter  cran 
measure  was  equal  to  a  cran  measure. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  said  they 
were  following  the  precedent  of  the 
Scottish  Bill,  and  the  Government 
draftsman   had    no   doubt    been   very 


£1,294,678  10     9 

wise  in  doing  so,  in  order  to  make  it 
perfectly  clear  what  was  meant.  The 
whole  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  give 
the  local  authority  power,  if  they  thought 
fit,  to  adopt  the  cran  measure  and  to 
allow  the  fisherman  to  use  his  cran  and 
quarter  cran  measure. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment; 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 
put. 

J        !  Adjourned   at  nineteen    minutes 

before    Twelve    o'clock. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Wednesday,  mh  July,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and 
Buildings)  Bill.— -Committed. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act, 
1904  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  ajfreed  to,  with 
Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

»g  Holdemess  Water  Bill ;  London 
J  United  Tramways  Bill ;  Nottingham- 
^  shire  and  Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2) 
•;§  Bill ;  Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill. — 
^  Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
g  Amendments  agreed  to. 

§  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
^  sional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Com- 
1  mens  Amendments  considered  (according 
i|  to  order),  and  agreed  to. 


Local  Grovemment  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
Commons  Amendment  considered  (ac- 
cording to  order),  and  agreed  to. 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Usk 
Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order 
Bill. — House  in  CJommittee  (according 
to  order).  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived, 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


eg' 


t^  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
ill  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
S  visional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Local 
2  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
jj  Bill. — Read  S**  (according  to  Order), 
'^  and  passed. 

DOVER  GRAVING  DOCKS  BILL. 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leigh) :  My  Lords,  1  have  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  consider  Standing  Order 
No.  143  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with  in  respect  of  this  Bill,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time.  Your  Lord- 
ships had  the  circumstances  which  had 
caused  the   delay   explained  the   other 
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day.  All  that  is  asked  now  is  that 
this  Standing  Order,  which  provides 
that  the  print  of  an  amended  Bill  must 
lie  three  days  with  the  Departments 
concerned  before  the  Bill  is  read  a  third 
time,  should  be  suspended.  If  that 
were  ^ot  done,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  the  Royal  Assent  given  to  the 
Bill  this  week.  I  may  add  that  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  the  Department 
concerned,  consent  to  this  course. 

Moved,  "That  Standing  Order  No. 
143  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being 
dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the  said 
Bill,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  3*.'* 
— (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill 
read  3*,  and  passed. 

THE  STANDING  ORDERS. 
Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  have  to  ask  your  Lordships 
to  agree  to  the  Amendments  to  the 
Standing  Orders  which  appear  in  my 
name  on  the  Paper.  I  think  a  short 
explanation  is  due  to  the  House,  having 
regard  to  the  postponement  of  this 
notice  for  some  days.  It  was  a  matter 
of  conversation  between  myself  and  the 
noble  Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
and  I  undertook  to  move  the  Amend- 
ments to  the  Standing  Orders  in  the 
form  in  which  they  were  left  by  my 
noble  friend.  In  that  form  they  pro- 
posed to  extend  to  Ireland  the  pro- 
vision which  obliges  municipal  corpora- 
I  tions  to  deposit  the  estimates  of  any 
work  they  propose  to  undertake!  by 
private  Bill  or  provisional  order  with  the 
Grovemment  offices  concerned.  I  still 
adhere  to  the  view  that  that  provision 
ought  to  be  extended  to  Ireland,  and  I 
understood  it  was  practically  agreed 
that  it  should  be  so  extended.  But 
since  my  noble  friend  the  Chairman  of 
!  Committees  has  gone  away,  representa- 
'  tions  have  been  made  to  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland  objecting 
to  the  proposed  extension,  and  as  it  is 
not  customary  to  make  alterations  in  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of  Commons 
so  near  the  end  of  the  session,  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  in  the  other  House 
!  has  resolved  not  to  press  the  matter  at 
1  this  moment,  but  in  all  nrobability  he 
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will  renew  it  at  an  early  period  in  another 
session  of  Parliament.  In  these  circum- 
stances, although  we  have  not  the  same 
understanding  here,  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  agree  that  this  House  should 
not  make  a  change  in  the  Standing  Orders 
which  would  make  them  different  from 
those  of  the  House  of  Commons  except 
for  grave  reason.  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
in  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  advisable 
to  postpone  making  the  change  for 
another  year,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
renewed  the  notice  as  it  was  left  by  the 
Lord  Chairman.  As  I  had  to  act  on  my 
own  responsibility,  I  thought  it  due 
to  your  Lordships  to  make  this  explana- 
tion. I  move  the  Motion  in  the  amended 
form. 

Moved,  "That  the  Standing  Ordeis 
be  amended  as  follows  :—Note. — The 
words  struck  through  are  to  be  omitted, 
and  the  words  printed  in  Italics  are  to  be 
inserted.  30.  Where  by  any  Bill  power 
is  sought  to  take  or  interfere  with  any 
churchyard,  burial  ground,  or  cemetery, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  to  disturb  the 
bodies  interred  therein,  or  where  power 
is  sought  to  take  any  common  or  common- 
able land,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  copy  of 
so  much  of  the  plans,  sections,  and  books 
of  reference  required  by  these  Orders 
to  be  deposited  in  thfe  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  Parliaments  in  respect  of  such 
Bill  as  relates  to  such  churchyard,  burial 
ground,  or  cemetery,  common,  or  com- 
monable land,  shall,  on  or  before  the 
thirtieth  day  of  November,  be  deposited 
at  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  and  a  copy 
of  so  much  of  the  said  plans,  sections, 
and  books  of  reference  as  relates  to  such 
common  or  commonable  lands  shall,  on 
or  before  the  said  day,  be  deposited  at 
the  office  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  134.  In  the  case  of  any  Bill 
whereby  any  municipal  corporation, 
district  council,  improvement  commis- 
sioners, joint  board  or  joint  committee, 
or  other  local  authority  in  England  or 
Wales  are  authorised  to  borrow  money 
for  any  purpose  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  or  the  Local 
Government  Board,  estimates  showing 
the  proposed  application  of  the  money 
for  permanent  works  shall,  except  so  far 
as  the  exercise  of  the  borrowing  power 
is  made  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the 


respective  Board,  be  recited  in  the  Bill 
as  introduced  into  Parliament  and  proved 
before  the  Committee.  Copies  of  the 
estimates  and  statements  deposited  in 
accordance  with  Standing  Order  36a  or 
under  General  Order  made  in  jmrsuance 
of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  shall  be  laid  before  the 
Committee  for  the  purposes  of  this  Order.** 
— (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh). 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

PIER    AND    HARBOUR    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  Day  read  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Commons'  Amendments. 

Moved,  "  That  these  Amendments 
be  agreed  to."— (-Sari  Beauchamp.) 

The  Earl  OP  CAMPERDOWN  :  Will 
the  noble  Earl  tell. us  what  the  Amend- 
ments are  ? 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  In  the  absence 
of  my  noble  friend  Lord  Hamilton  of 
Dalzell,  I  am  unable  to  explain  the 
technical  details ;  but  I  understand  there 
is  no  opposition  to  the  Amendments. 
Of  course,  if  the  noble  Earl  desires  it,  I 
will  put  the  Bill  off  till  another  occasion 
and  give  him  a  complete  exposition  on 
the  subject. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  We 
have  an  enormous  number  of  Bills  on 
the  Paper,  and  really  His  Majesty's 
Government,  if  they  put  Bills  down, 
ought  to  know  something  about  what 
is  in  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the 
progress  of  this  Bill,  but  the  noble  Earl 
appeared  to  think  it  unreasonable  to 
ask  what  the  Amendments  were.  He 
seemed  quite  injured  at  being  asked 
such  a  question.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose 
the  Motion,  but  I  think  it  would  be  well 
if  for  the  future  the  noble  Earl  would 
learn  whet  the  Amendments  are  which 
he  is  asking  the  House  to  agree  to. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6)  Bill. — Amend- 
ment   reported     (according    to    order) 
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then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
considered  (according  to  order),  and 
^^'spensed  with.  Bills  read  3»,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
fNo.  7)  Bill ;     Local  Government  Pro 
■visional   Order   (No.   8)   Bill.— Read   3- 
(according  to  order),  and  passed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  11) 
Bill. — ^Amendments  reported  (according 
to  order),  then  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  considered  (according  to  order), 
and  dispensed  with.  Bills  read  3»,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LOTTERIES  AND  INDECENT 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee 
(with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  198.] 

Minutes  of  Evidence,  together  with 
an  Appendix,  laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  delivered  out. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Interim  Report  of  proceedings  under 
the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 
Acts  to  30th  June,  1908. 

TRAMWAY  ORDERS. 
Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their 
7>roceedings   under  the   Tramways  Act, 
1870,  during  the  session  of  1908. 

XOCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1898. 

Return  showing  the  total  payments 
into  and  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
f(Scotland)  Accounts  for  the  financial 
year  1907-1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF  DUR- 
HAM). 

Order  made  by  the  council  of  the 
county  of  Durham  altering  certain  polling 


districts  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Parlia- 
mentary Division. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889. 
University  Court  Ordinance,  No.  28 
(Edinburgh,  No.  10).  Regulations  for 
higher  degrees  in  arts  and  science.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  193.] 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  to  be  read 
2»  To-morrow. — (The  Earl  of  Crewe.) 


CRAN  MEASURES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Conmions  agreed 


to. 


EVICTED     TENANTS     (IRELAND)     BHX 

rH.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  an  Amendment.  The  said 
Amendment  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  To-morrow.     [No.  191.] 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  an  Amendment.  The  said 
Amendment  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  To-morrow.     [No.  192.] 


MOTOR  CAR  LEGISLATION. 
♦Lord  WILLOUGHBY  DE  BROKE 
rose  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
whether  the  question  of  motor-car  legis- 
lation was  being  considered,  and  to  call 
attention  to  the  dust  nuisance  in  country 
districts.  The  noble  Lord  said :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  call  attention  to  a  matter 
of  considerable  public  importance.  I 
am  very  sorry  to  detain  your  Lordships 
on  this  question  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  but  I  will  make  my  remarks 
as  short  as  I  possibly  can.  It  is  useless 
to  expect  the  Government  to  produce 
any  legislation  dealing  with  the  motor- 
car question,  in  view  of  the  large  amount 
of  work  which  Parliament  has  before 
it ;  but  I  submit  that  this  question  is 
at  least  as  important  as  the  proposal 
to  get  everybody  out  of  bed  an  hour 
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earlier  between  the  Ist  April  and  Ist 
September.  That,  however,  may  be  a 
matter  of  opinion. 

Your  Lordships  will  remember  that 
the  Royal  Commission  reported  in  July 
1906.  Nothing  was  done  during  that 
session  of  Parliament,  but  a  debate 
on  the  question  was  raised  in  your 
Lordships'  House  in  July,  1907,  when 
Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  who  I  am 
glad  to  see  in  his  place,  said  the  use  of 
the  automobile  was  becoming  less  im- 
popular  every  day.  I  think  that  was 
a  particularly  fortunate  time  for  intro- 
ducing a  discussion  upon  automobiles, 
because  we  had  had  a  very  wet  summer, 
and  the  dust  nuisance  was  not  so  apparent 
as  it  usually  is  at  that  time  of  the  year. 
The  noble  Lord  further  said,  I  think, 
that  he  hoped  legislation  would  not  be 
produced  in  the  dog  days  when  the 
dust  nuisance  was  at  its  highest  and 
motor  cars  were  not  enjoying  that  popu- 
larity which  perhaps  they  ought  to  enjoy. 
The  question  was  again  raised  in  March 
of  this  year  when  Lord  Allendale  in- 
formed your  Lordships  that  no  general 
legislation  was  contemplated. 

I  know,  of  course,  that  in  calling 
attention  to  this  matter  nothing  that  I 
say  can  possibly  injure  the  very  powerful 
motor  industry.  It  is  only  repeating 
a  platitude  to  say  that  the  introduction 
of  motor-propelled  traffic  is  in  most  cases 
good  for  the  country  at  large,  but,  of 
course,  it  has  its  drawbacks.  It  has 
had  a  very  bad  effect  on  horse -breeding, 
and  the  displacement  of  a  large  number 
of  horses  will  probably  give  serious 
cause  for  alarm  to  those  who  are  interested 
in  maintaining  the  armaments  of  this 
country ;  but  there  is  one  crumb  of 
comfort  to  those  interested  in  the  horse 
question,  and  that  is  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  motor-cars  has  put  an  end  to  the 
breeding  of  the  hackney  horse,  which 
has  had  such  a  deleterious  effect  on 
horse-breeding  generally  in  this  country. 

I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree  with 
me  that  some  legislation  on  this  question 
ought  not  to  be  very  long  delayed.  I 
venture  to  call  attention  to  it  because 
motorists  have  got  every  possible  social 
and  financial  influence  behind  them. 
Their  principal  protagonist  the  noble 
Lord    behind    me    (Lord    Montagu    of 
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Beaulieu),  has  very  properly  been  lifted 
to  the  dignity  of  big  print  in  The  Xime$r 
and  consequently  his  views  claim  the 
attention  of  the  nation,  while  the  poor 
people  who  dwell  by  the  roadside  are, 
to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  harassed 
by  motor  cars,  dust,  and  so  forth,  really 
absolutely  defenceless,  and  it  is  on  their 
account  that  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  on  this  subject  this  evening. 
As  to  motor  'buses  in  London,  I  think 
the  people  of  London  are  quite  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose  to  address  myself  to  the  motor 
bus  question  at  all.  Parliament  has^ 
been  already  very  influentially  memorial- 
ised by  those  who  dwell  in  the  City,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  something  will 
be  done  in  that  matter.  It  is  the  country 
districts  to  which  1  particularly  desire 
to  call  attention. 

When  we  begin  arguing  about  the 
dust  nuisance  and  the  danger,  and  so 
forth,  the  usual  line  of  defence  taken 
by  motorists  is  that  it  is  only  the  wicked 
owner  of  motor  cars,  the  scorcher  and 
the  inconsiderate  man,  who  gives  offence,, 
and  that  they  would  willingly  join  the 
rest  of  the  public  in  putting  that  down. 
That  may  be  true  with  regard  to  many 
accidents,  but  the  dust  nuisance  is 
absolutely  inherent  to  the  use  of  any 
kind  of  motor  car.  I  think  I  shall  not 
be  overstating  the  case  when  I  say  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  anybody,, 
however  philantliropic  he  may  be,  to 
drive  a  motor  car  on  a  dusty  or  muddy 
day  without  inflicting  some  annoyance 
and  discomfort  on  somebody.  And  to 
that  extent  they  are  trying  to  adapt 
to  the  roads  of  this  country  a  form  of 
traffic  which  in  their  present  state  they 
are  not  intended  to  carry. 

It  is  quite  easy  to  produce  figures 
to  show  that  there  have  been  an  enormous- 
number  of  accidents  owing  to  motor  cars 
being  driven  at  a  high  rate  of  speed. 
I  have  had  compiled  from  the  newspaper 
reports  of  1907  figures  which  show  that 
932  accidents  resulted  from  motor  traffic 
of  all  kinds,  in  which  215  people  were 
killed.  Accidents  are  inseparable,  it  is 
contended,  from  this  kind  of  traffic, 
and  will  eventually  become  fewer  and 
fewer.  I  may  be  asked  what  remedy 
I  propose.     Well,  I  have  a  suggestion 
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warning  signal  by  motorists  was  for- 
bidden, thejr  would  have  to  take  the 
same  ohanoe  as  drivers  of  horse  vehicles  ; 
they  would  have  to  go  much  slower  round 
-corners  and  through  populous  places, 
and  would  not  be  able,  by  blowing  a 
horn,  to  order  everybody  else  out  of 
"the  way.  Their  speed  would  be  greatly 
Teduced,  they  would  have  to  pull  up 
oftener,  and  they  would  be  forced  to 
be  a  little  more  considerate  of  other 
people.  I  know  what  the  answer  to 
this  argument  is.  It  is  said  that  if 
naotorists  were  prevented  from  using 
the  horn  they  would  have  continually  to 
«hout  when  coming  behind  a  covered 
van  or  vehicle  of  that  kind.  But  I  have 
to  shout  when  I  am  driving  a  horse 
vehicle,  and  why  should  not  motorists  ? 
Personally  I  do  not  think  there  is  such 
a  great  deal  in  that  as  many  people 
try  to  make  out.  ,       >^" i*.'^  j 

As  to  the  dust  nuisance,  we  have 
some  very  telling  evidence  in  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission.  A  market 
gardener  at  Brentford  said  that  the 
•effect  of  the  dust  was  to  desti-oy  the 
value  of  his  produce,  and  other  evidence 
of  a  similar  kind  was  given  by  persons 
residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  main 
roads.  It  is  to  the  dust  nuisance  that 
Parliament  ought,  I  maintain,  to  address 
itself  very  strenuously.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  about  the  dust  nuisance. 
It  is  abundantly  complained  of  on  all 
sides,  and  is  admitted  by  motorists 
themselves.  It  would  not  be  difficult 
to  work  up  a  case  and  to  speak  in 
language  of  emotion  of  the  terrible 
scourge  inflicted  by  motor  traffic  on 
roadside  dwellers  and  cottagers  on  dusty 
•days,  and  more  particularly  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  their  only  holiday.  The 
Hoyal  Commission  declare  that  there 
is  no  doubt  all  at  about  the  dust  nuisance, 
and  that  it  causes  material  damage, 
discomfort  and  annoyance  to  users  of 
and  dwellers  by  the  highways. 

The  Royal  Commission  went  on  to  say 
that  there  were  three  ways  in  which  the 
•dust  nuisance  might  be  mitigated — first 
by  an  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  car; 
secondly,  by  the  treatment  of  the  roads  : 
And,  tlurdly,  by  some  regulation  with  re- 
gard to  speed.  I  am  not  an  expert  in  re- 
gard to  the  construction  of  motor-cars. 
Perhaps  my  noble  friend  Lord  Montagu 


will  be  able  to  tell  us  something  about 
that  later.  But  I  think  it  is  not  unfair 
to  say  that  the  motor  car  which  does  not 
raise  dust  when  driven  at  twenty  miles 
an  hour  remains  yet  to  be  invented.  I 
think  the  samie  argument  applies  with 
reference  to  the  remedy  of  treating  the 
roads.  It  is  in  the  first  place  an  exce^ing* 
ly  expensive  thing  to  carry  out,  and 
though  tarred  roads  do  not  raise  such 
clouds  of  dust  as  ordinary  roads,  they  do 
raise  black  dustof  a  particularly  venomous, 
hurtful,  and  mischievous  kind.  I  do  not 
think  I  am  going  too  far  when  I  say  that, 
however  thoroughly  you  may  prepare 
the  surface  of  the  road,  and  however  much 
money  you  may  spend  upon  it,  the  enor- 
mous width  of  the  steel-shod  tires  will  wear 
through  any  specially-prepared  surface  in 
a  comparatively  short  time.  Therefore, 
I  think  we  may  dismiss  that  suggestion 
as  impracticable. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  if  we  are 
to  place  credence  in  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  that  dust  does  in- 
crease in  a  corresponding  ratio  to  the 
increase  of  speed .  This  is  what  the  Com  - 
raissioners  say — 

'*  Speaking  generally,  we  came  to  the  con- 
cluaion  that  at  a  speed  below  ten  miles  an  hour 
the  dust  raised  is  comparatively  slight,  that  it 
increases  very  greatly  at  from  twelve  to  twenty 
miles  an  hour,  and  continues  to  increase,  but 
in  a  smaller  proportion,  at  higher  speeds. 
It,  therefore,  follows  that  the  dust  nuisance  is 
largely  within  the  power  of  the  motor  driver  to 
control  if  he  be  content  to  reduce  the  speed  of 
his  car  to  that  of  ordinary  horse-drawn  traffic." 

It  is  speed  which,  in  my  humble  opinion 
is  the  real  mischief.  I  do  not  want  to 
recommend  anything  savage  or  Dra- 
conian with  regard  to  the  speed-limit, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
dust  will  increase  in  corresponding  ratio 
to  the  increase  of  speed.  I  am  not 
going  to  propose  that  Parliament  should 
require  that  anybody  who  has  a  motor 
car  should  go  no  faster  than  anybody 
who  has  a  dogcart.  That  would  be 
ridiculous  and  impossible  to  enforce. 
I  was  one  of  the  few  who  went  into  the 
lobby  in  favour  of  the  twenty  miles  per 
hour  speed  -  limit,  which  was  subse- 
quently adopted  by  the  other  House, 
but  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
enforce  that  in  the  open  between  one 
village   and   another. 

I  do  not  wish  to  lecture  any  Member 
of  your  Lordships'   House  or  anybody 
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else.  I  may  Bay  that  I  have  not  got  a 
motor  car  of  my  own,  but  have  con- 
stantly been  in  one,  and  I  am  not  sure 
whether  breaking  the  law  in  somebody 
else's  motor  car  is  not  more  disreputable 
than  breaking  it  in  your  own.  But  I 
do  think  that  it  is  very  deplorable  that 
at  this  tinue  of  day  society  should  have 
set  itself  to  thwart  and  embarrass  the 
police  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
and  in  trying  to  enforce  the  law  and 
obey  the  orders  of  their  superiors.  I 
think  that  to  bring  the  Executive  into 
discredit  as  has  been  done  is  a  very 
regrettable  thing  indeed.  It  is  no  use 
for  Parliament  to  attem|)t  to  pass  a 
law  if  society  generally  has  resolved 
not  to  obey  it.  You  produce  an  impasse 
from  which  it  is  impossible  to  get 
out.  But  I  do  urge  upon  His  Majesty's 
Government,  most  respectfully  and  most 
strongly,  that  if  they  would  only  let 
it  be  made  clear  that  the  central  autho- 
rity intends  to  enforce  a  reduction  of 
the  speed  limit  to  something  like  ten 
miles  an  hour  in  villages  and  populous 
places,  they  would  have  the  support  of 
the  whole  of  the  better  kind  of  opinion 
among  both  motorists  and  non-motorists, 
and  would  earn  the  thanks  of  the  very 
much  oppressed  dwellers  in  country 
districts.  This  ought  not  to  be  diflScult 
to  do. 

At  the  end  of  this  Blue-book  there  is  an 
extremely  able  report  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Royal  Commission  upon  motoring 
in  other  European  countries,  and  in  every 
one  of  the  countries  mentioned  there  is  a 
provision  that  motor-cars  shall  not  go 
beyond  a  certain  speed — ^the  highest 
is  twelve  miles  an  hour — through  villages 
and  populous  places.  It  may  be  said  that 
this  ought  to  be  done  by  the  local  authori- 
ties. I  believe  the  local  authorities  in 
several  places  have  done  what  they  can 
to  mitigate  this  nuisance  by  placing 
notices  outside  the  villages,  but  I  think 
that  in  a  very  short  time  familiarity  with 
the  notices  of  the  local  authority  with- 
out any  extra  penalty  behind  them  will 
breed  contempt,  and  that  these  notices, 
though  possibly  efficacious  here  and  there 
for  a  short  time,  will  soon  come  to  be  dis- 
regarded and  will  not  have  the  same 
authority  as  they  would  have  if  placed 
there  by  the  central  Government.  I 
ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  he  cannot 

Lord  Willoughhy  de  Broke, 


send  round  some  kind  of  requisition  or 
instruction  to  each  local  authority  to- 
schedule  all  villages  and  populous  places  ; 
but  unless  a  more  stringent  penalty  is 
enforced  for  driving  through  villages  at  a 
high  speed,  the  dust  nuisance  will  still 
continue  and  be  just  as  bad  as  ever. 
Noble  Lords  opposite  know  quite  well 
how  to  deal  with  local  authorities  who  do 
not  do  their  duty,  and  if  they  would 
only  "  ginger "  the  local  authorities  a 
little  bit  with  regard  to  enforcing  peualties- 
and  scheduling  populous  places  in  rural 
districts,  their  action  would  receive  a- 
great  amount  of  support. 

Noble  Lords  who  live  in  the  country^ 
know  that  this  is  a  very  serious  matter- 
It  may  be  thought  a  trifling  domestic 
affair,  but  it  is  a  matter  which  is  very 
likely  to  have  a  serious  effect  upon  societ  v 
at  large.  I  am  told,  and  I  know  &om  ray 
own  experience,  that  there  is  Aothing 
which  sets  the  poor  against  the  rich  and 
class  against  class  so  much  as  the  practice 
of  driving  through  their  villages  aud 
smothering  them  with  mud  in  the  winter 
and  dust  in  the  summer.  These  people 
who  live  by  the  roadside  have  a  right  to 
be  protected,  and  I  trust  that  we  shall 
hear  that  attention  is  being  given  to  the 
matter  by  ffis  Majest/s  Government. 

Lord  MONTAGU  of  BEAULIEU  z 
My  Lords,  this  debate  is  very  similar 
in  tone  to  those  we  have  had  on  two  or 
three  previous  occasions  on  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  address  your 
Lordships.  But  to-day  we  have  had  aa 
able  and  conciliatory  speech  from  the 
noble  Lord,  and  with  many  of  his  con- 
clusions, although  I  am  a  very  keen, 
motorist,  I  am  bound  to  agree.  I 
thoroughly  agree  as  to  the  ill-feeling 
which  might  be  caused  between  motorists 
and  the  general  public,  especially  those 
who  dwell  along  the  roadside,  by  the 
inconveniences  to  which  they  are  put ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  number  of  careful  drivers- 
is  very  largely  on  the  increase.  I  think 
people  offend  in  these  matters  more 
from  thoughtlessness  than  anything  else  ; 
but  I  have  seen  an'  immense  improve- 
ment in  this  respect  within  the  last 
year  or  two. 

The  Govemment^are  continually  being 
given    good    advice    from    the    parties 
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interested  on  both  sides.  No  doubt 
they  can  take  care  of  themselves  per- 
fectly well.  Everyone  who  has  followed 
the  Answers  given  by  the  President  of 
the  Local  Grovernment  Board  must  be 
convinced  that  he  is  trying  to  find  a 
solution  to  the  question,  and  that  pend- 
ing a  solution  he  is  prepared  to  consider 
any  suggestion  that  may  be  submitted 
to  him.  The  noble "  Lord  made  one 
suggestion  which,  if  he  would  extend 
it  a  little,  I  should  be  prepared  to  agree 
to.  He  said  that  there  should  be  a 
reduced  speed  limit  in  villages  and 
populous  places.  If  he  would  add  to 
that,  that  we  might  outside  villages  and 
populous  places,  where  obviously  there 
is  no  danger  and  no  risk  of  life,  exceed 
the  twenty  miles  limit,  we  should  be 
quite  prepared  to  give  that  suggestion 
very  careful  and  friendly  consideration. 

It  is  really  in  populous  places, 
streets,  and  villages,  where  the  danger 
and  nuisance  exist.  There  are  a  great 
many  miles  of  main  road  in  this  country 
where  no  nuisance  or  danger  can  be  said 
to  arise  except  when  you  are  meeting 
vehicles,  and  then  every  reasonable 
person — ^and  I  am  glad  to  think  they 
are  in  the  majority — slows  down.  In 
the  dog  days  we  are  apt  to  think  that 
dust  is  always  with  us,  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  a  friend  of  mine  at  the  Meteoro- 
logical Office  informs  me  that  on  the 
average  there  are  only  fifty  dusty  days 
out  of  the  365  in  the  year,  or  one  in 
seven.  Therefore,  it  is  not  so  serious 
a  question  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  year,  and  I  think  more  impartial 
consideration  is  likely  to  be  given  to 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  if  it  takes 
place  in  February  rather  than  in  July. 

As  to  accidents,  everybody,  of  course, 
deplores  them,  but  they  are  bound  to 
occur  with  every  kind  of  vehicle.  Though 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  motor  vehicles 
are  not  driven  sometimes  much  too  reck- 
lessly, on  the  whole  I  do  not  think  the 
motor  car  can  really  be  called  a  dangerous 
vehicle.  I  made  a  rough  calculation 
while  the  noble  Lord  was  speaking  of  the 
number  of  miles  which  would  be  likely  to 
be  run  in  a  year  by  motors  and  motor 
cycles.  There  are  to-day,  in  this  country, 
roughly  about  60,000  motor-cars  and 
40,W)0  motor  cycles.  If  anything  that 
is   an   under-estimate.    Let   us   assume 


that  they  run  100  miles  a  week  apiece. 

On    that    basis   they    would   run    over 

500,000,000  miles  a  year,  which  is  a  very 

considerable  mileage,  and  the  number  of 

accidents  is  only  about   1,000  a  year. 

That  is  small  in  proportion.    I  am  not 

,  such  an  efficient  mathematician  as  to  be 

I  able  to  work  out  the  exact  percentage, 

'  but  it  is  very  low  indeed,  and  probably 

!  far  lower  than  the  percentage  in  the  early 

d&ys  of  railways.    If  one  considers  the 

great  mileage  run,  I  do  not  think  the 

number  of  accidents,  although  deplorable, 

anything  out  of  the  way.  , 

Then  the  noble  Lord  referred  to  the 
horn,  and  suggested  that  if  horns  were 
'  done  away  with  there  would  be  less 
I  furious  driving  and  fewer  accidents.  I 
I  do  not  agree  with  him.  All  vehicles 
which  go  at  any  speed  have  a  means  of 
I  signalling  their  approach.  Hansom  cabs 
I  that  were  fitted  with  rubber  tyres  had  to 
have  bells  on  the  harness  ;  that  was  only 
another  way  of  giving  a  signal  to  the 
public  of  their  approach.  The  use  of 
horns  was  prohibited  in  Paris,  but  the 
Paris  authorities  admitted  that  their 
abolition  had  not  added  to  the  safety  of 
the  public.  I  do  not  think  that  in  the 
present  state  of  our  roads,  with  high 
fences  at  each  side  and  children  making 
mud-pies  in  the  middle,  it  would  be  safe 
to  do  away  with  the  use  of  the  horn. 
Then  there  is  also  the  difficulty  in  driving 
at  night  and  meeting  carmen  asleep.  I 
have  often  had  the  misfortune  to  meet 
sleeping  carters  whom  it  has  been  most 
difficult  to  wake.  A  sleeping  driver  on 
the  road  in  the  country  is  by  no  means 
rare.  Then  there  are  carriers'  vans 
filled  with  clattering  parcels,  and  the 
driver,  with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  is 
frequently  not  able  to  hear  traffic  ap- 
proaching from  behind.  The  abolition 
of  the  horn  would  lead,  I  am  afraid,  to  a 
noisier  form  of  engine,  whereas  the  present 
tendency  is  to  secure  a  quiet  form. 

j      The  argimients  for  and  against  all  these 
questions  are  so   well  known  to  your 
Lordships  that  I  will  not  detain  you  upon 
them,  but  if  the  Government  intend  to 
1  bring   forward  any  legislation   on  this 
I  subject,  they  ought  to  do  so  very  care- 
fully indeed.    At  the  present  moment 
i  the  industry  is  not  by  any  means  in  a 
I  flourishing    condition,    and    any    really 
drastic  legislation  woidd  aSect  a  large 
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number  of  workers  and  a  large  amount  of 
capital,  and  would  strike  a  very  serious 
blow  at  what  is  a  great  and  growing  trade. 
As  regards  dust,  I  have  hopes  that  we  are 
on  the  eve  of  a  solution  of  this  question. 
I  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  dunng 
the  past  year  in  visiting  places  where  dust 
material  has  been  put  down  on  the  roads, 
and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
great  deal  of  progress  is  being  made  in 
this  direction.  In  a  great  many  counties, 
notably  in  Hampshire,  great  portions  of 
the  villages,  by  public  and  private  money, 
have  been  laid  with  dustless  paving  with 
excellent  results,  and  I  believe  we  shall  in 
that  way  do  a  great  deal  to  abolish  the 
dust  nuisance.  We  certainly  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  Government  in 
the  matter  of  fresh  legislation.  But 
while  I  do  not  think  considerate  motorists 
would  oppose  a  reduced  speed  litnit  in 
populous  places,  they  would  ask  for  some 
relaxation  in  regard  to  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  there  is  no  danger,  and  also 
that  the  penalties  under  the  Act  of  1903 
should  be  reconsidered  and  revised. 
The  desire  among  motorists  generally  is  to  ' 
be  considerate  to  the  public  and  to  mini-  j 
mise  the  nuisance  which  we  are  quite 
aware  in  some  places  we  are  guilty  of 
creating. 

♦Lord  ALLENDALE:    My  Lords,  I 
have    no    reason    to    complain    of    this 
question  having  been  raised  again,  or  of 
the  tone  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  introduced  it.     If  I  have  any  com- 
plaint at  all  to  make,  it  is  rather  that  the 
question  was  not  raised  earlier   in    the 
S'  ssior.,  as  we  have  had   a  good   many  , 
sittings  occupied  with  only  minor  matters  | 
when  we  might  have  discussed  this  subject 
with  advantage.     To-day,  however,  there  ! 
is  a  great  deal  of  business  on  the  Paper. 

There  was,    as  Lord  "Willoughby  has 
reminded  us,  a  debate  on  this   question 
earlier  in  the  session,  initiated  by  Lord  , 
Montagu,    to  which   I  had  the  honour 
of  j-eplying.     That  discussion  dealt  with 
another   aspect    of   the     question — that  i 
of   the    taxation    of    motor-cars — there 
being   at   the   time   some   apprehension  i 
as  to  possible  increased  taxation  being  I 
announced    in    the    then     forthcoming , 
Budget.     I  intimated  at  the  time  that 
the  Government  were  not  contemplating  i 
any  legislation  during  the  present  session  I 
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amending  the  Motor  Cars  Acts.  How- 
ever, the  Government  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  not  lost  sight 
of  the  question,  nor  of  the  fact  that  the 
existing  Acts  require  amendment  in 
many  particulars.  The  working  of  these 
Acts  is  being  considered.  Although  the 
noble  Lord  who  raised  this  discussion 
did  not  allude  to  any  personal  grievance, 
he  has,  I  know,  a  personal  and  justifiable 
grievance  against  motor  cars,  for  a  year 
or  two  ago  serious  damage  was  done 
to  some  very  valuable  horses.  The 
noble  Lord  hieis  my  fullest  sympathy 
as  a  hunting  man. 

As  to  the  suggested  abolition  of  the 
horn,  I  think  it  is  the  abuse  of  the  horn 
or  siren  which  has  led  to  complaint.  I 
quite  agree  with  what  fell  from  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Montagu  on  this  subject.  I 
daresay  your  Lordships,  in  reading  the 
reports  of  prosecutions  for  excessive 
speed  or  accidents,  have  noticed  that 
the  question  is  often  asked  :  "  Did  be 
blow  his  horn  ?  '^  Very  often  the  driver 
is  told  that  he  ought  to  have  blown  his 
horn ;  and,  if  a  man  is  nearly  run  over, 
one  of  the  first  things  he  says  is  :  "  Why 
on  earth  " — or  something  stronger — 
"  did  not  you  blow  your  horn,  and  let 
me  know  you  were  coming?"  There- 
fore, with  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the 
horn,  there  are  two  sides  of  the  question 
to  be  considered.  The  use  of  motor  cars 
was,  as  your  Lordships  know,  first 
made  possible  in  this  country  by  the 
Act  of  1896,  which  was  amended  in 
many  particulars  by  the  Act  of  1903. 
Heavier  motors  have  been  allowed, 
identification  plates  and  registration  in- 
sisted upon,  and  the  speed  limit  raised 
to  twenty  miles  an  hour.  It  was  felt 
then  that  the  motor  car  industry  was  still 
in  its  infancy,  and,  in  view  of  further 
legislation,  a  Royal  Commission  was 
appointed.  Most  of  your  Lordships  are 
aware  of  the  recommendations  of  this 
Commission. 

The  question  of  the  speed  limit  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  important 
dealt  with  by  the  Royal  Commission; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  Royal  Com- 
mission were  by  no  means  imanimous  in 
their  recommendations.  On  this  question 
precisely  opposite  opinions  are  held  by 
motorists  and  the  general  public,  and 
I   can  only  repeat  that  J;be^»4tter  is 
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Teceiving  the  attention  of  the  Local 
Cfovemmeut  Board.  Other  business, 
however,  has  made  it  impossible  to  intro- 
<luce  legislation  up  to  the  present.  The 
•existing  Act  is,  therefore,  scheduled 
again  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
Bill.  The  Govenunent  are  not  without 
liope  that  the  delay  which  is  taking 
place  in  the  introduction  of  legislation 
may  meanwhile  result  in  more  general 
agreement  being  come  to  on  many  points 
in  order  that  fresh  legislation  when 
passed  may  be  permanent  and  not  have 
to  be  tinkered  with  continually. 

I  should  like  to  support  what  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Montagu  said,  that 
"there  is  not  now  so  much  opposition  to 
motor  cars  as  there  was  formerly,  and 
that  as  a  rule  the  drivers  are  much  more 
•careful  and  the  owners  much  more 
considerate  than  was  formerly  the  case. 
Whatever  may  be  the  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  speed  on  open  roads, 
i  think  all  reasonable  persons  will  agree 
with  Lord  Willoughby  that  the  greatest 
-care  should  be  exercised  in  populous 
places  and  when  going  through  towns 
And  villages.  The  local  authorities  have 
•certain  powers,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  of  limiting 
i;he  speed,  and  I  imderstand  that  when 
this  question  of  the  continuance  of  the 
Motor  Act  was  raised  two  days  ago  in 
another  place  the  President  of  the  Local ' 
Oovemment  Board  intimated  his  inten-  I 
tion  of  issuing  a  Circular  drawing  the 
attention  of  Ideal  authorities  to  the  | 
provisions  of  the  existing  law  which  ' 
may  be  put  in  motion  in  order  to 
<?ontrol  the  inconsiderate  and  dangerous 
use  of  motor  cars.  I  am  sure  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  has  any  suggestions  to  make 
to  my  right  hon.  friend  as  to  anything 
iihat  could  reasonably  be  embodied  in 
iihis  Circular,  it  will  receive  most  careful 
•consideration.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  certain  drastic  powers  under 
the  Act  of  1903,  but  of  course,  they 
naturally  do  not  take  action  until 
they  are  asked  to  do  so  by  the 
local  authorities.  Speaking  for  myself, 
I  certainly  think  that  the  minor 
authorities,  the  urban  district  councils 
and  rural  district  councils,  might 
also  have  power,  without  having  to 
go  to  the  county  council,  to  schedule 
certain  districts  where    motor  traflSc  is 


dangerous.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
speed-limit  considerably  reduced  in 
crowded  and  populous  places,  and  in 
villages. 

A  good  deal  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech 
was  taken  up  with  the  question  of  the  dust 
nuisance.  I  do  not  think  there  can  be 
any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  your  Lordships 
that  the  dust  nuisance  is  one  of  the 
greatest  disadvantages  of  motoring,  both 
to  the  general  public,  and  to  motorists 
themselves,  but  there  are,  as  the  Royal 
Commission  states,  obvious  difficulties 
in  making  dust  production  a  statutory 
offence.  As  Lord  Willoughby  said,  the 
dust  nuisance  is  to  a  considerable  extent 
I  aggravated  by  excessive  speed.  Then 
the  question  of  road-making  was  alluded 
to.  I  think  it  is  obviously  impossible 
to  have  a  uniform  system  in  all  localities. 
Various  experiments  have  been  tried,  but, 
largely  owing  to  the  expense,  they  have 
been  tried  only  on  a  small  scale,  and  the 
attempt  has  not  been  sufficient  to  secure 
reliable  information.  Anyhow,  whatever 
syTstem  is  adopted  it  must  increase  the 
cost  of  road-making  considerably.  The 
tjrpe  of  car  has  also  been  alluded  to.  Al- 
though some  cars  throw  up  more  dust  than 
others,  I  am  afraid  that  any  motor-car 
driven,  even  at  a  moderate  speed,  on  a 
dusty  road  would  throw  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  dust. 

There  is  to  be  a  congress  shortly  in  Paris 
to  consider  the  subject  of  road  construc- 
tion, at  which  a  number  of  experts  from 
this  and  other  countries  will  meet.  One 
of  the  engineering  inspectors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  deputed 
to  attend  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  it  is  hoped  that  some 
information  on  this  important  subject 
may  be  forthcoming.  As  I  have  said, 
I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  this  ques- 
tion having  been  raised.  All  I  will  say  in 
conclusion  is,  that  the  whole  development 
of  motor. traffic  in  this  country  is  being 
watched  with  a  view  to  supplementary 
legislation,  and  that  I  will  represent  the 
views  which  the  noble  Lord  has  put  foi- 
ward  to  the  President  of  the  Local  (Govern- 
ment Board. 

The  Earl  of  HAL8BURY :  My 
Lords,  I  cannot  help  feeling  a  little 
disappointed  at  the  noble  Lord's  state- 
ment, because  I  think  there  is  serious 
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and  urgent  necessity  for  the  protection 
of  life  in  the  Metropolis.  I  observed 
that  both  the  noble  Lord  who  raised  this 
question  and  the  noble  Lord  who  followed 
him  disclaimed  any  interest  in  London. 
They  devoted  the  whole  of  their  remarks 
to  country  districts.  I  am  a  Londoner  ; 
I  see  a  great  deal  of  what  goes  on  in  the 
streets  of  the  Metropolis,  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  is  a  matter  which 
urgently  demands  attention.  It  is  im- 
possible to  doubt. that  a  great  number 
of  people  are  deterred  from  ordinary 
circulation  in  London  by  reason  of  the 
state  of  the  traffic  in  various  streets. 
There  are  certain  streets  which  it  is 
manifest  cannot  be  crossed  without 
peril  to  life  unless  one  has  a  policeman 
with  him. 

Although  I  have  been  a  Londoner  all 
my  life,  and  am  used  to  the  streets,  I 
find  it  difficult  to  cross  some  of  them 
except  at  points  at  which  are  stationed 
the  police,  who  so  admirably  discharge 
their  duties.  I  walk  a  great  deal ;  I 
always  walk  if  I  can,  and  from  time  to 
time  I  find  a  whole  procession  of  motor 
vehicles  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  follow- 
ing each  other  in  rapid  succession,  and 
going  at  such  a  pace  that  to  attempt 
to  cross  is  a  very  rash  thing.  Surely 
this  is  not  a  question  that  need  demand 
long  deliberation  before  an  end  is  put 
to  the  present  state  of  things  in  the 
Metropolis.  I  can  quite  understand  that 
there  may  be  some  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  question  of  dust,  although  in  my 
opinion,  I  think  the  dust  question  might 
be  solved  very  well  by  an  indictment 
for  causing  a  nuisance.  But  that  is  not 
the  question  which  at  present  seems  to 
be  so  urgent.  As  far  as  the  cost  of  road 
construction  is  concerned,  I  think  those 
who  use  the  roads  should  be  made  to  pay. 
My  own  view  is  that  we  shall  have  to 
go  back  to  the  old  turnpike  system.  But, 
as  I  say,  that  is  not  what  seems  to  me 
the  most  urgent  matter. 

Day  by  day  one  is  struck  by  the  number 
of  accidents  caused.  A  speed  limit 
may  be  applied  to  vehicles  travelling  over 
a  country  road  ;  but  it  would  be  absurd 
to  apply  the  same  limit  to  such  thorough- 
fares as  Piccadilly  or  the  Knightsbridgc 
Road  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
If  there  were  no  speed  limit  applicable 
to  such  streets,  it  would  be  clear  that  a 
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driver  would  be  responsible  for  travelliog 
at  a  rate  which  was  injurious  to  the 
public  in  the  sense  that  it  made  it  dan- 
gerous to  pedestrians  to  cross  the  road. 
That  view  unfortunately  was  over-ruled,^ 
and  it  was  determined  to  fix  a  speed 
limit ;  but  I  think  everybody  must  be 
struck  by  the  absurdity  of  making  the 
rule  apply  equally  to  such  places  as 
Piccadilly  and  a  country  road. 

There  is  another  matter  which  seems 
to  me  to  call  for  consideration,  h 
regard  to  bicycles,  the  use  of  which  bv 
boys  in  the  employ  of  traders  has 
beconw  general,  it  is  not  so  mfuch  a 
question  of  the  bicycle  doing  mischiei 
but  a  question  of  the  cyclist  dodging  in 
and  out  and  preventing  the  ordinary 
passenger  using  a  crossing,  because  he 
has  to  calculate  what  will  probably 
happen  before  he  can  reach  the  other 
side  of  the  road,  and  before  he  had 
finished  he  would  probably  be  run  over. 
These  are  difficulties  which  exist  in  fact 
now,  and  to  remit  them  to  a  general 
consideration  of  the  whole  motor  in- 
dustry and  what  may  be  done  in  coimtry 
roads  is  small  consolation  to  those 
persons  who  have  to  cross  thoroughfares 
in  London.  It  appears  to  me  that 
some  drastic  measure  is  needed  in  respect 
of  the  mode  in  which  ntotor  cars  can  be 
driven  on  London  streets. 


I  rather  doubt  the  value  of  the  motor 
horn  in  this  respect.     I  think  it  acts  as 
a  deterrent  against  people  crossing  the 
road,  and  the  effect  is  that  the  hom- 
blowers    have    established    a    reign   of 
terror.     It  is  all  very  well  to  say  they 
have  no  right  to  drive  you  ofi  the  road, 
but  people  do  not  wish  to  try  the  experi- 
ment at  the  risk  of  their  lives :   they 
therefore    have    recourse    to    the   igno- 
minious expedient  of  running  out  of  the 
way.     I   think   the   public    convenience 
in  that  matter  ought  to  be  considered  ^ 
]  and  I  am  very  much  disappointfed  that 
I  this  should  only  be  the  subject  of  con- 
\  templation   by   the   proper   authorities. 
'  I  should  have  thought  that  something 
I  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  could 
have  been  done  at  once,  and  that  the 
I  other  and  remoter  questions  might  be 
I  left  for  future  consideration.   It  appears, 
however,    that    until    the    number  of 
I  accidents   reaches    a   still   larger  figure 
I  and   exceeds   what  is   considered  a  fit 
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proportion  in  comparison  to  the  number 
of  miles  run,  nothing  will  be  done.  I 
protest  against  its  being  supposed  that 
nothing  is  to  be  done,  and  that  the  state 
of  the  London  streets  is  to  be  permitted 
to  continue  as  at  present. 

Earl  RUSSELL  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
not  much  to  add  to  the  remarks  of  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Montagu,  but  I 
should  like  to  call  your  Lordships'  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  general  considerations 
of  this  question  which  I  think  are  perhaps 
a  little  lost  sight  of.  First  of  all,  I 
suggest  that  the  figures  which  were 
given  by  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke 
of  the  number  of  persons  killed  should 
be  accepted  with  a  good  deal  of  reserve. 
They  were,  as  the  noble  Lord  said, 
extracted  from  the  newspapers,  and  I 
think  your  Lordships  ought  to  be  assured 
that  they  did  not  include  accidents 
from  traction  engines  and  tramcars  and 
vehicles  of  that  kind.  Your  Lordships 
will  no  doubt  remember  that  before 
the  Royal  Commission  many  instances 
were  brought  forward  of  supposed  deaths 
from  motor  car  accidents  which  were 
reported  in  the  newspapers,  but  the 
accuracy  of  which  the  local  police,  on 
being  approached,  denied.  In  one  case 
a  large  motor  car  was  said  to  have 
crush^  a  man  to  death  in  Oxford  Street ; 
but  the  Commissioner  of  Police  said 
he  had  heard  of  no  such  accident  and 
no  man  had  been  killed.  Therefore, 
I  suggest  that  the  figures  taken  from 
the  newspapers  should  be  accepted  with 
reserve. 

Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  abolition 
of  the  horn.  I  think  it  might  make 
carefid  men  drive  more  carefully,  but 
the  drivers  who  arc  to  be  feared  are 
the  reckless  and  inconsiderate  drivers. 
They  would  not,  I  am  afraid,  be  led 
to  drive  any  slower  in  consequence  of 
the  abolition  of  the  horn,  but  would 
be  inclined  to  take  the  risk.  Personally, 
if  I  were  coming  to  a  cross  road,  at 
whatever  speed  I  was  approaching  it, 
I  should  not  think  that  I  was  doing 
my  duty  without  sounding  the  horn  ; 
and  I  think  the  abolition  of  the  horn 
would  place  people  in  a  danger  they 
need  not  be  placed  in. 

As  to  the  question  of  speed,  I  think 
the   noble   and   learned   Lord   opposite 


has  soimded  the  right  note.  You  will  nob 
attain  public  safety  by  imposing  any 
artificial  limit  of  speed,  because  when 
traffic  is  congested  ten  miles  an  hour  is 
as  ridiculous  a  speed  as  twenty  miles  an 
hour.  It  is  not  wise,  I  venture  to  think,, 
to  distract  people's  attention  from  that 
which  should  always  be  present  to  their 
minds — driving  safely,  having  regard  to- 
the  traffic,  the  state  of  the  road,  the 
condition  of  the  car  and  the  amount  of 
control  over  it — ^by  directing  their  atten- 
tion to  any  artificial  limit  of  speed.  It 
may  be  perfectly  safe  in  many  streets 
in  London  at  certain  times  of  the  day  to 
drive  at  fifteen  miles  an  hour,  and  it 
may  be  extremely  dangerous  in  other 
streets  to  drive  at  four  miles  an  hour. 
It  is  quite  true,  as  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
has  said,  that  it  is  difficult  to  cross  a 
continuous  line  of  traffic,  but  I  suggest 
that  that  is  not  a  characteristic  of  motor 
cars  alone.  The  same  thing  might  have 
been  observed  in  the  early  morning  on 
the  Embankment  before  motor  cars- 
became  so  fashionable,  when  City  men 
were  driven  to  business,  and  I  am  afra'd 
that  that  is  really  an  incident  not  of 
motor  cars  but  of  the  ordinary  congestion 
of  traffic.  It  could,  of  course,  be  over- 
come by  majdng  it  the  law  that  the  driver 
of  a  motor  car  should  stop  if  a  pedestrian 
desiring  to  cross  held  up  his  hand.  Per- 
sonally, I  should  not  think  of  interfering 
with  the  progress  of  a  pedestrian  who  had 
begun  to  cross,  but  should  give  him  plenty 
of  time. 

Lord  Montagu  is  right  when  he  says 
that  the  proportion  of  considerate  drivers 
has  very  largely  increased,  and  is  con- 
tinually increasing.  Your  Lordships,  I 
am  sure,  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  the  three  largest  organisations  to- 
which  motorists  belong  are  continually 
impressing  on  their  members  the  necessity 
not  only  of  safe  driving,  but  of  considerate 
and  courteous  driving.  That  is  being 
done  by  example,  by  individual  cases  of 
discipline,  and  by  the  issue  of  pamphlets 
and  circulars.  The  drivers*  organisation 
is  also  directing  its  attention  to  the  same- 
subject. 

I      As  to  the  suggested  speed  of  ten  miles^ 
!  an  hour,  I  think  the  Local  Government 
Board  ought  to  reflect  that  that  is  not^ 
as  a  rule,  a  reasonable   speed.     Figures, 
were  placed  before  the  Royal  Commission- 
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•which  showed  that  a  horse-drawn  omni- 
bus in  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  was 
going  at  a  speed  of  thirteen  miles  an  hour, 
that  hansom  cabs  travelled  at  a  speed  as 
high  as  sixteen  miles,  and  that  tramcars 
went  at  sixteen  and  seventeen  miles  an 
hour.  I  submit  that  a  tramcar,  which  is 
on  rails  and  cannot  swerve,  travelling  at 
seventeen  miles  an  hour  is  almost  neces- 
sarily more  dangerous  than  a  light  motor 
car  travelling  at  that  speed.  If  rates  of 
speed  are  to  be  fixed,  I  woidd  suggest, 
in  the  interests  of  having  them  observed, 
that  they  should  be  fixed  at  some  reason- 
able rate.  Ten  miles  an  hour  is  almost 
impossibly  slow  for  an  ordinary  motor 
•car.  It  appears  hardly  to  be  moving. 
Those  of  your  Lordships  who  drive  in  the 
Royal  parks,  where  the  speed  of  ten  miles 
is  rigidly  enforced,  know  perfectly  well 
that  you  are  constantly  passed  by  hansom 
•cabs  and  even  by  four-wheelers.  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  see  that  that  is 
putting  a  very  considerable  strain  on 
iuman  nature. 

Then  with  regard  to  the  dust  problem, 
what  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  speed 
^nd  of  construction  is,  I  fear,  only  in  the 
nature  of  a  palliative.  A  pair-horse  van 
ambling  along  at  six  miles  an  hour  on  a 
dusty  road  will  cause  a  laige  cloud  of 
dust  to  rise.  I  fear  that  the  tarring  of 
the  roads  would  also  be  only  in  the 
nature  of  a  palliative.  I  do  not  think  the 
noble  Lord  who  initiated  this  discussion 
was  quite  right  when  he  said  that  the 
•effects  of  tarred  roads  were  injurious. 
If  they  were,  it  is  strange  that  those  who 
live  in  villages  should  themselves  sub- 
scribe to  the  cost  of  tarring  the  roads. 
The  real  remedy,  I  venture  to  suggest, 
is  to  put  the  main  roads  under  a  central 
board  and  to  assist  them  with  national 
money — to  create  in  this  country  some- 
thing corresponding  to  the  routes  nation- 
■ales  in  France.  The  real  remedy  is  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  made  by  two 
Departmental  Committees  and  one  Royal 
Commission — ^to  make  these  main  roads 
a  national  charge  and  to  construct  them 
in  the  best  possible  way.  A  good  many 
experts  have  said  that  if  once  a  road  is 
made  up  in  a  proper  and  satisfactory 
manner  the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be 
enormously  reduced,  and  I  venture  to 
think  that  that  will  be  the  ultimate 
remedy  for  the  dust  nuisance. 

Earl  Russell 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  want  very  strongly  indeed 
tojsupport  the  general  contentions  which 
were  put  forward  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Halsbury). 
The  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down 
talked  about  considerate  drivers.  The 
difficulty  is,  when  you  want  to  cross  the 
road,  that  you  do  not  know  whether  the 
driver  is  going  to  be  considerate  or  not, 
and  you  do  not  find  out  that  he  is  in- 
considerate until  you  have  been  run  over, 
and  that  is  rather  late.  I  think  the  noble 
Earl  must  have  been  fortunate  in  his 
choice  of  four-wheel  cabs.  My  experience 
of  them,  and  I  go  about  a  good  deal  ii\ 
them,  is  that  they  never  exceed  the  limit 
of  ten  miles  an  hour.  I  think  that 
statement,  if  I  may  use  a  colloquial 
expression,  is  rather  too  thin  to  be  of 
much  weight  in  a  discussion  af  this  kind. 
The  noble  Earl  used  the  expression, 
**  Driving  with  safety,  having  regard  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  traffic."  I 
think  that  is  a  rather  dangerous  provision, 
because  it  is  generally  the  more  ex- 
perienced driver  who  takes  the  greater 
risks.  Many  of  those  who  are  skilful 
think  that  they  can  take  great  risks,  and, 
though  they  may  succeed  many  times, 
when  they  fail  there  are  usually  lament- 
able results.  But  I  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  expressir.g  my  hearty  sympathy  with 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord.  I  think  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Police,  who  has  con- 
siderable powers  in  this  matter,  should 
be  stirred  up  to  action  in  regard  to  motor 
traffic,  and,  if  he  has  not  sufficient  power, 
he  should  be  armed  with  powers  to  place 
trusted  members  of  the  police  force  on 
the  watch  at  certain  points  in  London 
and  to  prosecute  drivers  guilty  of  reckless 
acts. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just 
sat  down  threw  some  doubt  on  the  state- 
ment that  hansom-cabs  and  four-wheelers 
go  more  than  ten  miles  an  hour.  The 
other  day  I  was  going  along  the  Mall  at, 
according  to  a  very  accurate  speedometer, 
twelve  miles  an  hour,  when  a  hansom  cab 
ran  away  from  me.  I  desire  to  repudiate 
the  suggestion  that  the  more  skilful  a 
driver  the  more  risks  he  takes.  In  my 
experience,  the  more  skilful  the  driver, 
the  more  he  appreciates  the  dangers  of 
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the  road  and  the  more  considerate  he  is 
to  the  public. 


BEE  PEST  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

Moved, "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  Committee." — {Lord  Denman.) 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  on  the  Motion  to  go  into 
Conamittee  I  desire  to  say  one  word  on 
the  subject  of  this  Bill.  I  believe  it 
was  read  a  second  time  under  circum- 
stances which  rendered  discussion  difficult 
or  impossible,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
House  has  heard  very  much  as  to  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment  to  take  the  Bill  up.  It 
imdoubtedly  contains  some  extremely 
drastic  and  inquisitorial  provisions.  I 
was  very  much  struck  by  an  observation 
which  fell  from  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Broke,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
earlier  to-day,  said  many  sagacious  things, 
to  the  effect  that  it  is  no  use  passing  a 
law  unless  you  can  see  your  way  to  make 
people  obey  it.  The  law  embodied  in 
this  Bill  is  certainly  one  which  it  will 
not  be  very  easy  to  enforce.  Bee- 
keeping has  increased  enormously  in 
Ireland.  You  hardly  see  a  single  cottage 
in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  country  where 
there  are  not  beehives,  and  the  owners 
of  these  hives  will  be  subject  to  the 
legislation  contained  in  this  Bill.  Now 
what  does  the  Bill  do  ?  It  compels 
every  owner  of  bees  whose  bees  show 
svmptoms  of  this  disease  to  notify  the 
fact,  and  if  he  fails  to  notify  it  he  is  liable 
to  a  severe  penalty.  Then  inspectors  are 
to  be  appointed  who  are  to  have  power 
to  enter  at  all  reasonable  times  any 
premises  where  bees  are  kept,  and  any- 
one obstructing  an  inspector  is  liable  to 
penalties.  In  the  next  clause  the  depart- 
ment or  the  local  authority  may  order 
the  destruction,  not  only  of  the  bees 
supposed  to  be  infected,  but  of  all  articles 
and  appliances  used  in  connection  with 
bee-keeping  which  are  infected  with  the 
disease  or  suspected  of  being  infected ; 
and  there,  again,  a  penalty  is  imposed 
for  failure  to  comply  with  the  clause. 
Finally,  there  is  power  taken  to  proclaim 
a  whole  area  in  which  this  bee  disease 


(Irelanc[)  Bill.  lZ94r 

is  found  to  exist,  and  within  that  area 
the  department  may  cause  the  whole 
of  the  bees,  as  well  as  the  articles  and 
appliances  used  in  connection  with  bee- 
keeping, to  be  destroyed.  These  are 
very  strenuous  powers,  and  I  find  at 
the  end  of  the  Bill  that  they  can  be 
delegated  by  the  county  council  to  a 
local  authority.  What  I  wish  to  know 
is  whether  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  satisfied  themselves  by  taking  the 
advice  of  practical  people  that  this  is  a 
kind  of  legislation  which  there  is  any 
prospect  of  successfully  enforcing.  Has 
there  been  any  inquiry  ?  Have  the 
county  councils  been  consulted  ?  If  not, 
I  should  like  to  know  why  there  is  so 
much  hurry  to  force  the  Bill  through 
Parliament,  when,  of  course,  there  would 
be  ample  time  for  considering  it  at  our 
leisure  after  the  summer  adjournment. 

The  Eael  op  MAYO:  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  noble 
Marquess.  Other  places  besides  Ireland 
have  suffered  from  this  bee  pest.  I  am 
told  by  a  noble  Lord  near  me  that  every 
bee  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  last  season  was 
killed  by  this  disease,  known  as  foul 
brood.  The  Bill  is  required  in  order  to 
encourage  and  promote  the  cottage 
industry  of  bee-keeping  in  Ireland.  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  noble  Marquess 
that  this  Bill  is  too  drastic  in  its  effect. 
The  noble  Marquess  quoted  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  of  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Broke,  that  it  was  no  good  having  a  law 
unless  it  could  be  enforced ;  but  I 
must  point  out  that  there  are  provided 
in  this  Bill  penalities  for  not  declaring 
the  existence  of  this  pest  in  particular 
hives.  Where  there  are  penalties  surely 
the  law  can  be  enforced.  I  can  assure 
your  Lordships  that  the  Bill  is  really 
wanted  in  Ireland. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords;  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  the  noble  Marquees 
that,  although  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  appear  at  first  sight  to  be  of 
rather  a  drastic  character,  yet  they  are- 
not  really  so.  The  Bill,  as  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  has  just  said,  is  urgently 
needed  to  stamp  out,  and  to  stamp  out 
as  soon  as  possible,  this  disease.  The 
noble  Marquess  asked  if  the  local  autho- 
rities had  been  consulted.  •  The  answer 
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to  that  is  tliat  we  are  promoting  this 
Bill  at  the  request  of  the  local  autho- 
rities in  Ireland.  I  believe  that  nearly 
all  the  local  authoritiec  and  the  Council 
of  Agriculture  as  well  as  the  bee-keepers 
of  Ireland  have  asked  the  Irish  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  to  introduce  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  Our  desire  is  to 
meet,  as  far  as  possible,  the  wishes  of 
these  local  authorities  and  of  the  people 
interested  in  the  success  of  bee-keeping. 
The  disease  with  which  the  Bill  deals 
has  spread  rapidly  and  caused  very 
great  loss.  Experts  are  agreed  that  the 
only  way  to  cope  with  the  pest  is  by 
destroying  the  infected  bees  and  also 
ihe  appliances.  That  is  what  this  Bill 
;seeks  to  do ;  and  compensation  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  owner  of  any  bees  or  ap- 
pliances destroyed  to  the  extent  of  half 
their  value.  This  compensation  will  be 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Agricultural 
•Committee  of  each  county.  These  funds 
consist  of  a  small  rate,  generally  of  Id. 
in  the  £,  and  a  larger  sum  in  the  shape 
of  a  contribution  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  Department  will 
bear  a  large  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
Administering  the  Act,  for  not  only  will 
they  supply  a  considerable  part  of  the 
funds  but  they  will  also  provide  the 
cost  of  inspectors  and  other  people 
necessary  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  recog- 
nise the  urgency  of  this  matter.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  noble  Marquess  will 
consider  that  I  have  answered  satis- 
factorily the  points  he  raised.  The 
noble  Earl  opposite,  Lord  Donough- 
more,  has  some  Amendments  on  the 
Taper  which  would  considerably  enlarge 
ihe  scope  of  the  Bill,  and  with  the  great 
majority  of  which  I  am  unable  to  agree. 
I  hope  that,  although  the  Bill  has  been 
brought  up  at  a  late  period  in  the  session, 
noble  Lords  opposite  will  not  resist  the 
passing  of  it  into  law  before  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  :  I 
am  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord 
for  his  explanation.  If  I  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  information  he  has 
given  to  the  House  I  should  not  have 
troubled  him. 


On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 
Zard  Denman, 


House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the 
Chair.] 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE,  who 
had  two  pages  of  Amendments  on  the 
Paper,  said  he  had  consulted  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  in  view 
of  the  late  period  of  the  session  he  would 
not  propose  any  Amendment  to  which 
the  Government  did  not  assent. 

Clauses  1  to  4  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE  had 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  insert, 
after  Clause  4,  the  following  new  clause— 

"  Any  person  who  knowingly  removes  from 
his  premises,  or  sells  or  disposes  of  to  any  other 
person,  or  imports  into  any  district  any  bees, 
or  any  article  or  appliance  used  in  connection 
with  bee-keeping,  shall  be  guilty  of  any  offence 
under  this  Act,  and  shall  be  liable  on  summary 
conviction  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding,  for  the  first 
offence,  five  pounds,  and  for  the  second  or  any 
subsequent  offence  ten  pounds." 

He  desired  to  enter  an  emphatic  protest 
against  the  action  of  their  Lordships' 
printers.  He  had  handed  the  Amend- 
ment in  in  proper  English,  and  it  was 
circulated  to  their  Lordships.  The 
printers,  however,  had  chosen,  off  their 
own  bat,  to  reprint  it  and  recirculate  it, 
leaving  out  the  most  important  word. 
The  Amendment  should  read — 

"  Any  *  infected  '  bees  or  any  *  infected  * 
article  or  appliance." 

As  his  Amendment  stood  on  the  Paper, 
the  removal  of  a  bee  hive  from  one  place 
to  another  would  be  an  offence.  It 
was  curious  that  when  their  Lordships 
worked  hardest  the  printers  seemed  to 
get  slackest.  It  was  a  very  strong  thing 
for  the  printers  to  revise  their  Lordshipc' 
Amendments,  and  he  thought  the  House 
ought  to  consider  whether  some  inquiry 
should  not  take  place  into  the  slipshod 
methods  of  the  printers.  He  moved 
his  Amendment  as  he  desired  it  to 
be  put. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Clause  4,  to  insert  the  following  new 
clause  :  *  Any  person  who  knowingly  removes 
from  his  premises,  or  sells  or  disposes  of  to  any 
other  person,  or  imports  into  any  district  any 
infected  bees  or  any  infected  article  or  appliance 
used  in  connection  with  bee-keeping,  snail  be 
guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act,  and  shall 
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l>e  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  penalty 
not  exceeding,  for  the  first  offence,  five  pounds, 
and  for  the  second  or  any  subsequent  offence 
i^en  pounds.* " — [TJie  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

Lord  DENMAN  moved  to  amend 
-this  proposed  new  clause  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "  any  infected  bees  or 
any "  and  inserting  the  words  "  any 
hees  infected  with  bee  pest  or  foul  brood, 
or  any "  ;  and  by  inserting  after  the 
ivord  "  bee-keeping  "  the  word«^  "  and 
infected  with  that  disease."  He  ex- 
plained that  the  scope  of  the  Bill  would 
be  enlarged  by  Lord  Donoughmore's 
Amendment  as  it  stood,  and  he  wished 
i;o  restrict  it  to  bees  infected  with  this 
particular  disease. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amend- 
ment— 

"  To  leave  out  line  3,  and  to  insert  the  words 
"*  any  bees  infected  with  bee  pest  or  foul  brood, 
•or  any ' ;  and  in  line  4,  after  the  word  *  bee- 
ikeeping  '  to  insert  the  words  *  and  infected  with 
^hat  disease.*  " — {Lord  Dmman,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  and  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7 : 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE 
moved  to  amend  Clause  7,  so  as  to 
enable  the  Department  to  make  regula- 
tions with  respect  to  the  method  of 
isolation,  cleaning,  and  disinfection  of 
bees  in  addition  to  their  destruction. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  12,  after  the  woid  *  of,'  to 
insert  the  words  isolation,  cleaning,  disinfec- 
tion, or,*  and  after  the  word  *  bees  '  to  insert  the 
words  *  bee  products  or.' " — {T?ie  Marl  of 
DonaugJtmore.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said  he  woidd  accept 
the  Amendment  if  the  noble  Earl  would 
delete  the  word  "isolation."  He  had 
taken  legal  advice  on  the  point,  and  had 
been  told  that  there  would  be  some 
difficidty  in  the  matter  of  isolating  a 
bee. 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE  ac- 
•cepted  the  suggested  alteration. 


On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived;  the 
Report  of  Amendment  to  be  received 
To-morrow,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
atnended  (No.  195). 


FINANCE  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :  My  Lords, 
early  in  the  tenure  of  office  of  His  Majesty's 
present  advisers  the  minds  of  a  good  many 
stem  economists  among  their  followers 
who  had  been  taught  to  believe  in  the 
gross  extravagance  of  the  Administra- 
tions of  Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Balfour 
must  have  been  much  cheered  by  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
considered  that  the  Estimates  for  the 
Supply  services,  as  they  then  stood,  at 
£111,000,000,  were  quite  excessive,  and 
'  that  he  held  it  to  be  the  first  and  para- 
'  mount  duty  of  the  present  Government  to 
return  to  a  more  thrifty  and  economical 
administration.  The  effect  of  that  an- 
nouncement was  seen  last  year  by  the 
reduction  of  these  Estimates  by  something 
less  than  1  per  cent.  This  year  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  £111,000,000  has  been 
exceeded  by  nearly  £1,000,000.  I  do  not 
complain  of  that.  I  allude  to  it  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  hope 
that,  now  it  that  was  been  shown  by  the 
experience  of  the  present  Crovernment 
that  the  charges  of  extravagance  which 
they  so  freely  launched  in  the  days  of 
their  predecessors  were  wrong,  these 
charges  will  not  be  repeated  in  the  future. 

What  is  the  present  position  ?  We 
have  Estimates  for  the  Supply  services 
of  nearly  £112,000,000,  but  that  is  by  no 
means  all.  We  have  before  us  in  the 
years  that  are  immediately  to  come 
anticipations  of  large  additions  to  those 
Estimates,  not  including  any  question  of 
old-age  pensions,  but  for  the  ordinary 
services  of  the  country.  Bills  have  been 
passed  or  are  passir^^^^suc^^^gjgsh 
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Universities  Bill  or  the  Small  Holdings 
Act,  which  must  necessarily  add  to  the 
expenditure.  When  the  question  of  ele- 
mentary education  is  settled,  and  I  sup- 
pose all  of  us  hope  that  a  reasonable 
settlement  of  that  question  may  be 
arrived  at  before  long,  a  further  large 
charge  will  undoubtedly  be  imposed 
on  the  Exchequer.  Then  there  are 
other  more  important  items  of  in- 
creased expenditure  to  which  we  may 
look  forward,  first  in  Army  services.  Un- 
less the  rumours  which  have  been  abroad 
within  the  last  few  weeks  as  to  intended 
reductions  in  the  Army  are  true,  as  I 
cannot  imagine  for  a  moment  they  are, 
and  if  the  Territorial  Army  scheme  is  a 
success,  very  considerable  additions  must 
be  made  to  the  Army  Estimates  in  the 
coming  years  on  that  account,  especially 
in  order  to  establish  the  Territorial  Ar- 
tillery. Then  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  needs  of  the  services  tell  us  that 
both  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  stores 
have  been  depleted  in  the  last  two  years 
which  will  have  to  be  replaced  in  future 
years.  Lastly,  the  new  construction 
vote  for  the  Navy  for  three  years  running 
has  been  reduced  to  a  point  which  has  been 
unknown  for  many  years  previously,  with 
the  certain  result  that  if  the  promises 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  the 
maintenance  of  our  Navy  in  an  effective 
state  are  realised  the  new  construction 
vote  must  be  increased  in  the  years  before 
us,  probably  by  several  millions. 

Li  addition  to  those  charges  there 
are  two  important  permanent  naval 
works — the  docks  and  harbour  at 
Rosyth  and  the  Portsmouth  lock — for 
which  a  sum  of  no  more  than  £100,000 
is  taken  in  the  Estimates  of  the 
present  year,  but  for  the  completion  of 
which  at  least  £4,500,000  will  be  needed. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  works  at 
Rosyth  are  to  take  ten  years.  If  the 
policy  of  spending  money  at  Rosyth 
is  sound,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  necessary, 
there  can  be  no  question  that  these  works 
ought  to  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  at 
the  earliest  possible  dat e .  I  believe  at  the 
present  moment  there  is  not  a  single 
naval  dockyard  on  the  whole  east  coast 
of  this  country  capable  of  receiving  a 
ship  of  the  **  Dreadnought "  class.  If  by 
postponing  the  execution  of  this  great 
work  owing  to  their  desire  to  keep  down 
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naval  Estimates,  that  work  should  be 
found  to  be  not  ready  in  the  «vent  of  a 
possible  naval  war  in  the  North  Sea,  a- 
responsibility  will  rest  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  Government  which  I  should  be  sorry 
to  bear.  Taking  all  these  matters  to- 
gether, and  remembering  that  the  Govern  - 
ment  have  set  their  faces  against  loans^ 
I  believe  a  sum  of  several  millions  must 
be  added  to  the  ordinary  annual  peace 
Estimates  during  the  next  few  years. 

That  is  not  all.  We  have  now  before 
us  the  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  whiclL 
will  impose  a  burden  conamencing  at 
£7,500,000  or  so,  and  extending  to  an 
amount  which  no  man  can  foresee,  upon 
the  finances  of  the  country.  What  has 
been  the  policy  which  the  Government 
have  pursued  with  a  view  to  prepar- 
ing for  this  great  increase  ?  We  have 
been  told  by  the  Prime  Minister  that 
he  budgeted  not  merely  for  one  year, 
but  that  his  Budgets  form  part  of 
the  whole  of  a  great  financial  policy. 
Last  year  he  gave  up  £3,500,()00  of 
indirect  taxation  in  the  shape  of 
coal  duty  and  reduction  of  the  tea  duty. 
This  year  he  follows  that  action  up  b^ 
giving  up  £3,500,000  of  the  sugar  duty — 
£7,000,000  of  indirect  taxation  given  up- 
in  two  years  with  these  great  liabilities 
before  us. 

I  have  never  contended,  and  am  not 
about  to  contend  now,  that  either  the^ 
coal  duty  or  the  sugar  duty  is  free  from 
objection.  I  defy  any  man  to  discover 
a  tax  against  which  no  objections  can 
be  made.  Least  of  all  can  that  be  said 
for  the  income-tax,  the  high  rate  of 
which  is  certain  to  have  a  direct  effect 
upon  the  employment  of  the  people- 
and  upon  the  condition  of  trade.  But 
what  I  have  contended  is  that,  granting 
that  there  are  objections  to  the  coal 
tax  and  the  sugar  tax,  just  as  there 
must  be  objections  to  every  kind  of 
tax,  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible 
for  any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  raise  the  amount  which  those  taxes 
have  produced  with  less  disturbance 
to  the  general  trade  and  industry  of 
the  country,  and  with  less  injurious 
effects  upon  the  masses  of  the  people. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  repeal  of  the 
coal  duty  benefited  the  employers  and 
workmen  concerned  in  the  production 
of  coal.     It  did  not  benefit  them  to  the 
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extent  that  was  anticipated,  because 
I  think  the  rise  in  the  price  of  coal 
that  took  place  last  year  was  due 
not  so  much  to  the  repeal  of  the  coal 
duty  as  to  the  great  expansion  of  trade 
on  the  Continent,  which  largely  increased 
the  demand  for  our  coal,  and  conse- 
quently together  with  the  repeal  of  the 
duty,  had  this  effect  upon  the  general 
consumers  of  coal  in  this  country  that, 
it  materially  added  to  the  price  which 
they  had  to  pay  for  a  necessary  article 
of  consumption.  But  the  coal  duty 
has  gone. 

The  reduction  of  the  sugar  duty,  so  far 
as  sugar  is  used  as  an  article  of  manu- 
facture, has  certainly  given  relief  to 
manufacturers.  It  may  have  given  some 
relief,  like  the  reduction  of  Id.  on  tea, 
to  the  direct  consumers.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  reduction  in  either  case  gave 
much  if  any  relief  to  the  very  poor 
classes  among  us  who  purchase  both  their 
tea  and  sugar  in  very  small  quantities 
indeed.  The  reduction  of  ^  a  pound  on 
sugar  can  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  poor 
person  who  hnjs  no  more  than  half  a 
pound  of  sugar  at  a  time.  But  what  I 
contend  with  regard  to  both  these  duties 
is  that  neither  of  them  pressed  severely 
upon  the  masses  of  the  people.  That  is 
clearly  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
consumption  both  of  tea  and  sugar,  in 
spite  of  the  duties  upon  them,  has  been 
considerably  increasing,  and  the  sugar 
duty  in  1907  produced  a  larger  sum  than 
has  ever  been  known  before,  while  sugar 
was  at  what  the  Prime  Minister  described 
as  a  satisfactory  price. 

The  Prime  Minister  described  the  sugar 
duty  as  vicious  in  principle,  burdensome 
as  to  its  incidence,  and  unequal  as  to  its 
operation  as  between  different  classes. 
If  it  is  vicious  in  principle  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  have  carried  out  their 
principles  by  repealing  it  altogether 
instead  of  leaving  half  of  it  in  existence. 
I  contend  that  it  is  not  vicious  in  principle. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  the  strictest 
canons  of  free  trade.  Nobody  has  ever 
denied  that.  No  doubt  it  is  a  tax  on  food 
and  a  tax  on  raw  material  also,  but 
sugar  is  mainly  used  as  a  raw  material 
of  manufacture  by  two  classes  in  this 
country — ^the  manufacturers  of  confec- 
tionery and  the  manufacturers  of  aerated 
waters.     I  pass  by  the  brewers  because 
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they  have  no  business,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  persons,  to  use  sugar  at  all.  The 
two  trades  that  I  have  named  are  the 
trades  which  complain  of  the  sugar 
duty.  Yet  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that 
their  trade  expanded  while  the  sugar  duty 
was  at  the  full  amount.  Therefore  I 
should  contend  that  it  is  not  burdensome 
in  its  incidence. 

But  the  Prime  Minister  said  that  it  is 
imequal  in  its  operation  as  between  differ- 
ent classes.  No  doubt  both  with  regard 
to  tea  and  sugar  the  great  masses  of  the 
people  pay  more  to  those  duties  than  the 
comparatively  richer  classes.  But  that 
is  the  very  object  of  taxation  of  that 
kind,  unless  it  is  taken  for  granted  that 
the  taxation  of  this  country  is  to  be 
confined  to  those  who  pay  direct  taxation 
and  the  ever-decreasing  number  of  the 
working  classes  who  consume  alcohol  and 
tobacco.  That  is  a  principle  which  I 
believe  cannot  be  maintained  as  soimd 
finance.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
talk  of  a  free  breakfast  table  when 
the  expenditure  of  this  country  was 
small  as  compared  with  the  enormoua 
expenditure  which  we  see  nowadays, 
and  when  the  income-tax  was  at  5d. 
in  the  £.  A  free  breakfast  table  is  a 
very  different  thing  when  we  have  in- 
come-tax in  peace  time  at  the  rate  of  Is. 
in  the  £,  when  our  expenditure  is  already 
£111,000,000  for  the  Supply  services,  and 
is  certain  to  be  increased,  and  when 
we  are  about  to  impose,  in  the  name  of 
social  reform,  a  largely  increased  burden 
on  the  taxpayers  of  this  country.  In 
these  circumstances  I  contend  that  it 
is  not  sound  finance  to  exempt  altogether 
from  taxation  those  members  of  the 
working  classes — and  they  are  many — 
who  consume  neither  alcohol  not  tobacco^ 
but  that  they  ought  to  pay  something  to 
the  great  expenditure  of  the  country, 
and  especially  to  that  kind  of  expenditure 
which  is  described  as  social  reform. 

It  was  by  repealing  taxation  of  this 
kind  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
thought  fit  to  prepare  for  the  increased 
expenditure  which  may  be  anticipated 
in  the  future.  They  have  not  suggested 
that  they  are  about  to  increase  taxation 
in  any  shape.  What  they  have  stated 
is  that  they  will  devote  part  of  the  sum 
which  is  now  used  for  the  redemption  of 
Debt  towards  the  cost  of  old-age  pensions. 
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I  was  not  surprised  at  that  suggestion 
from  the  Prime  Minister,  because  a  few 
weeks  ago  I  observed  that  he  taunted 
the  Government  of  Lord  Salisbury,  in 
which  I  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
for  annually  raiding  the  Sinking  Fund 
between  1896  and  1899,  instead  of  de- 
voting it  to  the  formation  of  an  old- 
age  pension  fund. 

If  your  Lordships  will  pardon  me,  that 
charge  having  been  made,  I  should  like 
to  show  that  it  is  a  grossly  unfounded 
charge,  and  that  it  is  even  audacious  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Asquith.  I  will  not 
dwell  on  the  fact  that  during  the  years 
named  the  subject  of  old-age  pensions 
had  not  been  sufficiently  examined  to  be 
ripe  for  being  dealt  with  in  any  way ; 
but  I  challenge  the  statement  as  an  entire 
misrepresentation  of  what  I  did.  Between 
1895  and  1897  the  Exchequer  received  a 
realised  surplus  in  those  three  years  of 
£10,250,000.  That  would,  according  to 
law,  have  been  automatically  devoted 
through  the  old  Sinking  Fund  to  the 
reduction  of  Debt.  The  Debt  at  that 
time  was  impurchasable  at  its  nominal 
value  ;  if  you  wanted  to  buy  Consols  you 
would  have  had  to  pay  £110  for  £100 
nominal  value  on  an  average  during 
those  three  years.  It  appeared  to  me — 
and  I  remember  it  appeared  also  to  Lord 
Wolverhampton — ^that  that  would  have 
been  very  great  waste  of  public  money. 
And,  therefore,  instead  of  devoting  that 
£10,000,000  to  the  reduction  of  Debt 
during  those  years,  what  I  did  was  to 
devote  £9,000,000  of  it  to  public  works, 
which  otherwise  would  have  had  to  be 
provided  for,  imder  the  precedent  set  by 
Lord  Rosebery's  Government  in  1895,  by 
borrowing  for  short  terms  of  years.  That 
proposal  was  approved  by  the  House  of 
Commons  at  the  time.  I  think  it  was 
approved  unanimously,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  view  confirmed  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite. 

What  were  those  works  ?  They  were 
the  formation  of  docks  and  other  im- 
portant naval  works  at  Devonport, 
Keyham,  Gibraltar,  and  elsewhere,  the 
building  of  barracks,  urgently  required 
at  tliat  time  for  the  comfort  and 
health  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors, 
the  provision  of  ranges  and  manoeuvring 
grounds  for  the  training  of  our 
Army — all  matters  that    were    urgent. 

Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 


because  in  days  previous  to  the  yeare 
to  which  I  am  referring  they  had 
been  delayed  until  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  owing  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  size  of  ships  and  the  increase  in 
our  Navy  and  Army,  that  a  large  ex- 
penditure should  at  once  be  incurred  in 
that  way.  It  had  to  be  done.  It  could 
only  have  been  done,  either  by  loan  or  by 
the  devoting  of  that  realised  surplus  to 
that  purpose,  and  that  is  what  I  did. 
And  that  is  described  as  raiding  the 
Sinking  Fund!  That  is  not  all.  Of  the 
£9,000,000,  £2,500,000  was  devoted  to 
the  erection  of  great  public  buildings 
— South  Kensington  Museum,  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  those  great  offices  in  "White- 
hall which  I  think  are  a  credit  to  the 
country.  And  I  am  very  glad  to  observe 
that  in  the  Bill  now  before  your  Lord- 
ships Mr.  Asquith  has  followed  my 
example.  In  the  ninth  clause  of  this  Bill 
it  is  proposed  to  raid  the  Sinking  Fimd  to 
the  extent  of  £600,000  for  continuing  that 
very  range  of  buildings  on  which  much  of 
my  £2,500,000  was  expended.  After  this 
action  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Asquith  I  hope 
I  shall  hear  no  more  of  my  sins  of  raiding 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  very  purpose  for 
which  he  proposes  to  raid  it  now. 

I  turn  to  another  point.  The  Prime 
Minister  is  specially  proud — and  I  admit 
that  it  is  a  subject  of  pride  to  the 
country — of  the  aiofount  of  Debt  which 
he  has  paid  off  during  the  last  three 
years.  He  claims  to  have  paid  off— 
and  I  dare  say  it  is  quite  correct— 
£47,000,000  of  Debt  in  three  years. 
He  claims  also  to  have  restored  the 
credit  of  the  country.  I  wish  the  credit 
of  the  country  had  been  restored.  What 
are  the  facts  ?  I  suppose  that  the  price 
of  Consols  is  a  pretty  good  measure  of 
the  credit  of  the  country.  Conscls 
were  never  so  low  during  the  Ad- 
ministrations of  Lord  Salisbury  and 
Mr.  Balfour  as  they  were  last  year. 
The  present  price  of  Consols  is  actually 
lower  than  the  lowest  price  which  they 
touched  in  1905 — the  last  year  before  Hi 
Majesty's  present  Government  came  into 
office,  the  last  year  of  those  extravagant 
Administrations. 

Of  course,  it  would  naturally  stand 
to  reason  that  a  large  reduction  of  Debt 
should  inciease  the  credit  of  the  country. 
Why  has  it  not  done  so  ?     At  the  present 
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inoment,  if  His  Majesty's  Government 
wish  to  issue  a  comparatively  smfall 
amount  of  2|  per  cent.  Irish  land  stock, 
they  cannot  get  any  more  than  89J 
ior  100  of  it,  on  their  own  showing.  Why 
is  not  the  credit  of  the  coontry  better 
After  this  reduction  of  Debt  ?  There 
:are  reasons  for  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  in  no  way  responsible 
i^hich  have  undoubtedly  affected  the 
•question,  but  there  is  one  reason  for 
which  they  are  responsible,  which  has 
affected  the  credit  of  the  country 
Tttaterially.  I  am  afraid  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  price  of  Consols  has  not  increased, 
l>ut  has  rather  fallen,  since  their  adminis- 
tration began,  is  the  support  they  have 
^ven  to  the  attacks  which  so  many  of  their 
-supporters  have  made  on  property  in  every 
shape  and  form.  Further,  at  the  very 
in-oment  that  the  Prime  Minister  prides 
liimself  on  paying  off  £47,000,000  of  Debt  in 
three  years,  he  is  about  to  impose  a  new 
T)urden  on  the  country,  commencing  with 
£7,500,000  to  £8,000,000,  ending  nobody 
knows  where — a  charge  equal,  if  noble 
l40rds  will  consider  it,  in  amount  to  what 
represents  £250,000,000  of  capital.  These 
are  reasons,  for  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  absolutely  responsible, 
which  have  kept  down  the  credit  of  the  ' 
country  and  prevented  Consols  from 
rising  in  spite  of  the  redemption  of  Debt,  i 


I  now  come  to  the  way  in  which  this 
redemption  of  Debt  has  been  effected, 
and  I  think  some  little  attention  should 
T^e  given  to  that,  because,  although  I 
entirely  congratulate  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment on  having  made  it,  yet  we  ought, 
to  consider  how  it  has  been  done.  Now, 
out  of  these  £47,000,000,  £13,500,000  have 
"been  found  by  the  realised  surplus  of  the 
three  years.  What  is  that  realised  surplus 
due  to  ?  It  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Chan  - 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  day  has 
Tinder-estimated  the  yield  of  his  taxation 
and  overestimated  his  expenditure.  When 
I  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I 
always  carefully  guarded  myself  against 
taking  any  credit  whatever  for  a  realised 
surplus.  To  my  mind  it  is  rather  dis- 
creditable than  otherwise,  because  it 
shows  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
<»hequer's  calculations  on  one,  if  not  both 
sides  have  been  wrong.  Well,  £13,500,000 
have  been  found  by  the  realised  surplus. 
Then  the  process  has  been  made  more  easy 


f  by  the  price  at  which  the  Debt  has  been 
redeemed.  It  has  been  possible  during 
these  three  years  to  redeem  Consols  at  a 
discount  varying  from  20  per  cent,  to 
12  per  cent.  * 

Lastly,  the  bulk  of  the  money  which 
is  devoted  to  this  purpose  has  come^ihrough 
the  New  Sinking  Fund  out  of  the  Fixed 
Debt  charge  of  the  country.  That 
unquestionably  is  a  matter  for  which 
the  Prime  Minister  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  may  take  credit.  He 
has  kept  that  Fixed  Debt  charge  at  the 
amount  of  £28,000,000.  He  even  raised 
it  last  year  to  £29,500,000,  and  that  has 
no  doubt  tended  largely  to  this  reduc- 
tion of  Debt.  Now  it  is  suggested,  that  that 
amount  should  be  reduced  next  year.  The 
Prime  Minister  said  that  the  New  Sinking 
Fund  would  next  April  amount  to  as  much 
as  £9,785,000,  and  out  of  that  sum  a 
certain  portion  might  be  set  free  in  order 
to  go  as  far  as  it  could,  towards  provid- 
ing for  old-age  pensions.  I,  for  one, 
should  have  no  quarrel  in  principle  with 
such  a  proposition,  and  I  observed  the 
other  day  that  Lord  Welby,  speaking 
on  the  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  took  a 
similar  view.  But  when,  in  1899,  I 
pointed  out,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, to  the  House  of  Commons  of 
that  day,  that  owing  to  the  approaching 
reduction  of  the  interest  on  tbe  Debt,  and 
falling  in  of  terminable  annuities,  the  New 
Sinking  Fund  would  very  shortly  amount 
to  a  sum  much  larger  than  that  to  which 
it  had  ever  amounted  before,  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  advisable  to  do  pre- 
cisely what  the  Prime  Minister  suggests 
now — namely,  to  reduce  the  fixed  Debt 
charge — why,  I  was  denounced  up  hill 
and  down  dale  by  the  leading  Members 
of  the  Opposition  of  that  day,  including, 
I  am  quite  sure.  Lord  Wolverhampton, 
whom  I  now  see  opposite. 

I  think  I  was  right,  and  I  think  if  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, should  decide  to  take  a  similar 
course  next  year  that  he  will  be  right 
also.  But  I  have  two  things  to  say. 
In  the  first  place,  the  deadweight  Debt, 
as  it  is  called,  will  next  April  be  £70,000,000 
more  than  it  was  at  the  time  to  which  I 
was  alluding — in  1899  ;  and,  secondly,  if 
the  fixed  Debt  charge  is  reduced,  I 
think  that  anything  that  is  gained  by 
that    reduction    Dught    in      accordance 
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with  all  precedents  to  be  devoted  to  the 
relief  of  taxation.  What  has  enabled 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
devote  so  large  an  amount  out  of  the 
Fixed  Debt  charge  to  reduction  of  Debt 
during  the  last  three  years  ?  It  is  just 
this,  that  he  has  maintained  the  income 
tax  at  a  shilling  in  the  £.  If  the  in- 
come-tax had  stood  at  8d.  in  the  £  during 
those  three  years,  the  rate  at  which 
it  stood  before  the  South  African  War, 
the  Exchequer  would  have  received 
£30,000,000  less  in  income-tax  in  the 
three  years  than  it  actually  did.  There- 
fore, what  has  happened  is  this,  that  the 
£47,000,000  of  Debt  has  been  mainly 
redeemed  out  of  the  extra  4d.  on  the 
income-tax  and  out  of  the  realised 
surplus  of  the  three  years. 

But,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  prospect 
that  if  the  Fixed  Debt  charge  be  reduced 
next  year,  the  sum  by  which  it  is 
reduced  will  be  devoted  to  the  reduction 
of  the  income-tax.  We  know  very  well 
that  it  is  to  be  devoted  to  old-age 
pensions.  I  venture  to  say  that  that 
is  not  sound  finance,  considering  the 
source  from  which  it  comes.  Considering 
the  great  reductions  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  last  two  years  in  indirect 
taxation— no  less  than  £7,000,000— it  is 
not  finance  that  in  my  belief  would  have 
been  sanctioned  by  any  of  the  prede- 
cessors of  the  present  Government.  What 
does  it  mean  ?  You  are  imposing  in 
the  name  of  social  reform  an  enormous 
new  burden  on  the  country  for  the 
benefit  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 
You  are  proposing  to  pay  for  it,  so 
far  as  we  know  at  present,  solely 
at  the  expense  of  that  small  class  on 
whom  direct  taxation  falls.  That  is  the 
proposal,  so  far  as  we  know  it.  Perhaps  I 
am  anticipating  rather  the  Budget  of 
next  year,  but  I  hope  I  am  not  unduly 
detaining  your  Lordships  in  doing  so, 
because  it  does  seem  to  me  that  these 
questions  deserve  the  attention  and 
consideration  of  the  country,  even  before 
that  Budget  is  proposed. 

Let  me  give  two  reasons  why  the 
income-tax  should  not  be  retained  at 
Is.  in  the  £.  The  first  reason  is  that  it 
is  a  very  heavy  tax  indeed  upon  a  certain 
class  of  the  community.  In  my  belief, 
with  an  income-tax  of  Is.  in  the  £,  persons 
who  receive  imearned  incomes  of  between 
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£700  and  £1,500  a  year  are  about  tJie 
most  heavily  taxed  persons  in  the  com- 
munity at  the  present  moment.    Secondly. 
a  point    which  I  have  over  and  over 
again  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the 
country  is  this,  that  to  retain  the  income- 
tax  at  Is.  in  the  £  in  time  of    peace  is 
wrongfully  to  deplete   what  should  be 
your  resource   in   time  of  war.     When. 
the  South  African  war  broke  out,   the 
income-tax    was    8d.    in    the    £.     The 
income-tax  is  now  Is.  in  the  £.     If  war 
should     unfortunately     break     out    to- 
morrow, the  country  would  be  the  poorer 
for  war  expenditure  than  it  was  in  1899 
by  no  less  than  £10,000,000  a  year,  because 
4d.  in  the  £  of  income-tax  has  already 
been  appropriated  to  peace  expenditure. 
I  will  not  labour  that  point,  but  I  will 
say  this,  that,  looking  to  the  hints  that 
have  been  thrown  out  that  some  further 
contribution  is  to  be  derived  from  payers 
of  direct  taxation  towards  the  oost  of 
old-age  pensions,  it  does  appear  to  me  to 
be  a  matter  which  now  more  than  ever 
before,  deserves  to  be  considered  by  the 
coimtry  at  large.     What  is  the  position  ? 
Here,  in   the   name    of    social    Teform, 
you   are   actually   imposing   a    burden, 
the  extent  of  which  in  the  future  nobody 
could  foresee,  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country.     So  far  as  we  know  at  present 
it  is  practically  to  be  paid  for   solely 
by  the  payers  of  direct  taxation,  while 
indirect  taxation  has  been  reduced    by 
£7,000,000  in  two  years.    Why  did  the 
Prime  Minister  reduce  the  sugar   duty 
this  year  ?     He  said  it  was  because  he 
did  not  need  it  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  year.     That  was  not  the  view   he 
took  of  the  circumstances  in  his  Budget 
of  1907.     In  his  Budget  of  1907  the  Prime 
Minister  deliberately  levied    £1,500,000 
more  than  he  required  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  year  on  the  ground  of  the 
burden   about    to    be    imposed   on  the 
country   by   the  institution    of  old-age 
pensions.     He  devoted  that    sum  verj 
properly  last  year  to  the  repayment  of 
the  Debt  and  this  year  it  goes  towards 
old-age  pensions.     If  the  Prime  Minister 
had   followed   this   year   the   wise    and 
sound  financial  poHcy  he  adopted  last 
year  in  making  provision  for  the  future 
burden  which  he   knew  was  imminent 
he  would  have  continued  the  sugar  tax  and 
would  have  devoted  £3,500,000  this  year 
towards  additional  repayment  of  the  Debt 
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and  have  had  £3,500,000  in  hand  next 
year  as  a  most  important  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  old-age  pensions. 
Had  this  been  done  it  would  have  been 
not  only  in  accordance  with  financial 
prudence  but  with  justice  in  the  alloca- 
tion of  taxation,  because  I  cannot  con- 
-oeive  a  tax  that  could  be  more  appro- 
priately used  to  bear  a  part  of  the  burden 
of  old-age  pensions  than  the  sugar  duty. 
But  no ;  financial  prudence  and  justice 
have  been  thrown  aside;  they  have 
given  way  to  the  party  political  exigen- 
cies of  the  moment  and  to  the  clamour 
of  the  supporters  of  the  Government  in 
the  House  of  Commons  for  a  part  repeal, 
at  any  rate,  of  the  sugar  duty,  and  this 
is  done  precisely  at  the  moment  when 
we  are  imposing  this  great  burden  on 
the  country  without  knowing  how  it  will 
•eventually  be  met. 

I  have  heard  this  described  as  a 
popular  Budget.  I  suppose  it  is  a 
popular  Budget,  because,  no  doubt,  it 
has  met  with  little  opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  in  the  country. 
I  can  only  say  that  in  my  opinion  it  is 
a  Budget  fraught  with  evil  omen  for 
the  future.  It  seems  to  me  utterly 
devoid  of  any  financial  foresight ;  it 
fjeems  to  ignore  any  equitable  distri- 
bution of  our  burdens  among  the  different 
•classes  of  the  population,  and  to  disregard 
what  is  even  more  important,  the  absolute 
necessity  of  maintaining  unimpaired  in 
time  of  peace  our  principal  resource  for 
what  may  be  vital  needs  in  time  of  war. 

Lord  St.  DAVIDS :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Viscount,  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 
liad  said  the  present  Government  accused 
the  late  Government  of  extravagance 
"but  had  not  been  very  much  better 
-tiheroselves.  He  has  said  that  the  present 
Government  in  their  first  year  reduced 
the  Budget  by  £1,000,000,*^  and  in  the 
present  year  have  slightly  increased  it, 
but  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  present  Government  have  adopted 
the  principle  that  public  works,  such 
as  barracks  and  docks,  should  be  done, 
when  they  are  done,  out  of  the  revenue 
of  the  year,  whilst  the  Government  of 
which  the  noble  Viscount  was  a  Member, 
in  addition  to  the  monies  raised  by 
taxation  which  they  spent  every  year, 
spent  further  sums,  almost  every  year 
of  their  life,  in  public  works  which,  though 


they  have  been  said  to  constitute  a 
capital  charge,  meant,  many  of  them, 
the  spending  of  money  on  wasteful 
objects.  They  ought  really,  I  think, 
to  have  been  paid  for  out  of  the  revenue 
of  the  year.  That,  I  think,  b  the  policy 
of  the  present  Government,  and  for  which 
the  noble  Viscount  ought  to  have  given 
thtm  some  credit.  Then  the  noble 
Viscount  has  said  that  the  farthing  a 
pound  off  sugar  will  be  very  little  relief 
to  the  very  poor  classes,  because  they 
buy  their  sugar  half-a-pound  at  a  time. 
That  may  possibly  be  the  case,  but  I 
have  very  vividly  before  my  mind  that 
just  after  the  announcement  of  this 
reduction  in  the  price  of  sugar  I  was 
taken  on  a  motoring  tour  across  the 
country,  and  I  was  struck  immensely 
by  the  number  of  notices  which  I  saw 
in  the  village  shops  to  the  effect  that 
because  of  the  Budget  the  price  of  sugar 
was  reduced.  We  must  remember  that 
although  there  may  be  those  who  buy 
their  sugar  half -a-po and  at  a  time, 
most  of  the  village  people  throughout 
the  country  go  into  the  towns  shopping 
on  Saturdays  and  buy  considerably 
more  than  half-a-pound  of  sugar  at  a 
time.  They  very  often  buy  several 
pounds,  and  those  people  in  almost 
every  case  have  got  the  benefit  of  the 
reduction  from  the  very  day  it  was 
made.  The  noble  Viscount  has  said  that 
the  sugar  tax  was  said  by  Mr.  Asquith 
to  be  vicious  in  principle,  and  that  yet 
the  Government  have  only  taken  off 
half  of  it.  The  Government  have  a 
good  deal  to  do,  and  the  fact  that  although 
in  office  only  two  and-a-half  years  they 
have  taken  off  half  a  tax  b  considerably 
to  their  credit,  whibt  the  noble  Viscount 
would  not  probably  have  given  them 
any  additional  praise  if  they  had  taken 
off  the  whole  of  it.  The  noble  Viscount 
went  on  to  say  that  taking  off  taxes 
from  coal  and  tea  and  sugar  was,  in  his 
opinion,  un&ound  finance.  I  am  very 
interested  to  hear  it,  but  it  b  very 
vividly  before  my  mind  that  there  is  a 
great  propaganda  going  on  in  the  country 
in  favour  of  what  is  called  tariff  reform, 
and  what  the  tariff  reformers  are  saying 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other 
is  that  they  propose  to  take  off  the  taxes 
of  tea  and  sugar  the  moment  they  have 
the  power.  The  noble  Viscount  himself 
may  not  hold  that  view,  but  it  must 
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be  in  his  knowledge  that  his  own  col- 
laagues  and  members  of  his  political 
party  are  advocating  every  day  on 
public  platforms  that  taxes  shall  be 
put  on  corn  and  other  articles  of 
consumption  in  order  that  taxes  may 
be  taken  off  tea  and  sugar. 

The  noble  Viscount  went  on  to  say 
that  the  credit  of  the  country  had  not 
improved  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment. He  gauged  the  credit  by  the  price 
of  Consols,  and  he  told  us  that  in  his 
judgment  the  price  of  Consols  had  failed 
to  rise,  partly  because  of  the  old-age 
pensions  scheme,  and  partly  because  of 
general  attacks  on  property  by  supporters 
of  the  Government.  But  I  think  we 
ought  to  recognise  that  there  is  no  party 
in  this  country,  not  even  the  extremest 
socialistic  party,  that  has  ever  proposed 
any  attack  on  public  credit.  We  have 
never  had  in  this  country  any  party  wild 
enough  to  say  that  the  public  debt  should 
be  repudiated  or  the  interest  on  it  re- 
duced. Whatever  attacks  we  have  had 
we  have  never  had  attacks  on  public 
credit.  I  should  like  to  remind  the 
noble  Viscount  that  there  are  other 
causes  for  the  low  price  of  Consols.  One 
of  them  is,  undoubtedly,  the  fact  that 
we  have  had  very  good  years  of  trade 
and  that  when  trade  is  good  it  is  a 
commonplace  that  money  goes  from  the 
banks  into  trade  and  that  there  are  not 
big  sums  to  be  invested  by  the  banks 
and  by  capitalists  in  Consols  as  temporary 
investments.  There  is  also  the  fact 
that  in  the  last  few  years  we  have  had 
nearly  all  commodities  at  a  much  higher 
price  than  the  average.  That  means  that 
a  big  merchant  who,  perhaps,  all  his  life 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  borrowing  from 
his  bank,  say,  £100,000,  merely  because 
the  prices  of  commodities  in  which  he 
deals  are  higher,  will,  on  the  same  volume 
of  trade,  have  to  borrow  £120,000  or 
£130,000,  instead  of  £100,000.  That  is 
one  of  the  main  reasons  why  Consols  have 
been  low.  There  is  another  reason,  and 
one  for  which  the  party  opposite  is 
entirely  responsible,  and  that  is  the  law 
under  which  trustees  in  this  country 
are  allowed  to  invest  in  Colonial  stocks. 
I  do  not  think  we  felt  the  full  effect  of 
that  on  the  price  of  Consols  when  it  was 
done,  because  trustees  are  very  lethargic 
bodies,    and    when   holding   Consols    or 
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anything  else  are  very  slow  to  move  out 
of  those  securities  and  to  go  into  some- 
thing else.  But  we  now  have  the  Colonies 
borrowing  money  and  coming  to  the 
British  public  to  do  it.  Canada  the  other 
day  issued  a  loan  at  par  paying  3J  per 
cent.,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  quite 
recently  issued  a  loan  at  par  paying  4 
per  cent.  When  trustees  are  allowed 
by  law  to  go  into  securities  that  pay  5J 
per  cent,  or  4  per  cent.,  is  it  not  likely 
that  they  will  cease  putting  very  much 
money  in  Consols  which  will  pay  much 
less  ?  That  was,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  low  period  ;  a  cause  we 
are  only  just  beginning  to  realise  and  a 
cause  for  which  the  noble  Viscount  and 
his  friends  are  entirely  responsible.  I 
should  like  to  see  some  Government  re- 
peal that  law  altogether.  I  would  not  com- 
pel  those  who  have  made  Colonial  invest- 
ments to  go  out  of  them,  but  I  do  not 
think  trustees  should  be  allowed  to 
make  such  investments  in  the  future  un- 
less, of  course,  provisions  to  that  effect 
are  made  in  their  trust  deeds. 

The  noble  Viscoimt  went  on  to   say 
that  a  reduced  fixed  debt  charge  when- 
ever made  ought,  as  a  matter  of  principle, 
always  to   benefit  the  taxpayer,     lliat 
may  be  so,  but,  aftei    all,  there   is  not 
such  an  enormous  difference  in  the  minds 
of  some  of  us  between  a  taxpayer  and 
a  ratepayer.     If  a  reduction  in  the  fixed 
debt   charge   of  this  country  is   to   be 
used    for    old-age    pensions    we     must 
remember  that  as  the  old-age  pensions 
scheme  becomes  operative  it  must  tend 
to    keep    down    rates    by   taking    these 
poor    old    people    off    the    rates.     The 
noble    Viscount    wound    up   by   saying 
that  he  thought  it  was  a  serious  matter 
that    the    income-tax    was    no    longer 
available    as   a    war   tax.     He    pointed 
out  that  it  is  being  kept  at  Is.  in  the 
£,  instead  of  8d.  where  it  used  to  stand* 
and  that  that  means  that  £10,000,000 
a  year  out  of  the  income-tax  being  used 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the   year, 
it   cannot,   therefore,   be   put   on  as  a 
special    war    tax.     That,    no    doubt,    is 
so,  but  in  the  last  two  years  by  reducing 
taxes  on  <^al,  on  tea,  and  on  sugar,  the 
Grovemment  have  given  up  at  any  rate, 
£7,000.000.     If   a    big   war   should   un- 
happily come  upon  us  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  put  on  some  taxes,  and  for  myself 
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I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  should 
be  well  understood  that  taxes  would 
have  to  be  put  on  that  everybody  would 
foel.  It  would  tend  to  reduce  the  war 
fever  if  everybody  knew  that  a  wax 
was  going  to  be  a  serious  burden.  I 
do  i^ot  see  why  the  Government  should 
not  be  able  to  reply  that  if  they  have 
not  got  available  the  £10,000,000  that 
could  be  raised  from  income  in  time 
of  war  they  have  these  £7,000,000,  at 
any  rate,  which  they  could  raise  oi^ 
taxes  on,  tea,  sugar  and  coal. 

♦Earl  CROMER:  My  Lords,  I  did 
not  come  to  the  House  with  any  intention 
of  speaking  on  this  Bill,  but  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words,  more  especially  in 
connection  with  the  partial  repeal  of  the 
sugar  duty.  The  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  spoken  took  credit  on  behalf  of  the 
Grovernment  for  a  reduction  of  taxation. 
I  should  like  to  hear  that  question  dis- 
cussed twelve  months  or  two  years  hence, 
when  we  know  what  further  taxation  is 
going  to  be  imposed.  For  my  own  part, 
speaking  as  a  free  trader,  I  want  to  say 
that  it  would  be  a  very  great  mistake  to 
suppose  that  all  free  traders  welcome  the 
reduction  of  the  sugar  duty.  It  is  not, 
of  course,  that  we  like  the  sugar  duty. 
We  are  very  glad  to  see  it  reduced ;  but 
many  of  us  certainly  think  the  moment 
for  reducing  it  was  singularly  inoppor- 
tune, for  the  very  good  reason  that  the 
country  could  not  afford  it.  The  noble 
Viscount  has  dealt  at  length  with  some 
of  the  fresh  charges  which  are  about  to 
come  upon  the  country.  There  is,  in  the 
first  place,  the  altogether  uncertain  charge 
for  old-age  pensions.  In  connection  with 
that  subject  I  wish  for  one  moment  to 
diverge  and  to  say  that  I  altogether 
repucfiate  the  charges  made — not,  indeed, 
in  this  House,  but  outside — that  those  of 
your  Lordships  who  thought  it  your  duty 
to  oppose,  in  some  measure,  the  old-age 
pensions  scheme  of  the  Grovernment  are 
not  animated  by  any  sympathy  with  the 
poorer  classes  or  do  not  think  old-age 
pensions  of  some  description  desirable. 
It  is  not  by  any  means  a  pleasant  thing 
to  take  all  the  odium  and  misrepresenta- 
tion which  naturally  accompany  opposi- 
tion to  a  law  which  presumably  is  popular. 
It  is  certainly,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
only  a  very  strict  sense  of  duty  that  has 
induced  me  to  do  so. 


Old-age  pensions  are  to  cost  we  do  not 
know  what.  The  noble  Viscount  said 
£7,500,000.  I  think  the  lowest  estimate 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  £6,500,000 ;  whilst  in  1910,  unless  the 
Grovernment's  scheme  undergoes  some 
amendment,  there  will  be  an  additional 
£3,500,000  sterling.  Then  there  is  for 
education  an  altogether  unknown  sum ; 
the  question  of  unemployment  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with ;  there  is  a  perfectly 
unknown  smn  to  be  exp3nded  for  in- 
creasing the  Navy,  the  amount  of  which 
does  not  altogether  depend  upon  us,  but 
upon  what  is  done  by  other  nations  ;  and 
then  there  are  the  numerous  charges 
arising  at  every  moment.  This  after- 
noon we  have  heard  a  suggestion  made 
that  Imperial  •  taxation  should  bear  the 
cost  of  remaking  all  the  roads  of  the 
coimtry ;  and  I  think  I  have  rarely  heard 
any  debate  in  this  House  in  which  there 
has  not  been  made  a  proposal  which,  if 
accepted,  would  not  add^  to  the  burden 
of  taxation. 

What  have  we  on  the  other  side — ^the 
assets  ?  First,  the  very  problematical 
reform  of  Poor  Law  administration  which, 
le{  us  hope,  will  produce  a  saving,  but  of 
which  we  know  nothing  at  present.  In 
the  second  place  there  is  the  Sinking 
Fund.  I  quite  agree  that  £10,000,000 
a  year  is  an  excessive  sum  and  that  the 
amoxmt  devoted  to  the  extinction  of  debt 
might  very  well  be  diminished.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  did  not  say  by  how 
much  he  thought  it  would  be  safe  to 
diminish  it,  but  I  suppose  no  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  dream  of  re- 
ducing it  by  more  than  one-half,  and, 
for  my  part,  I  think  that  sum  would 
be  excessive.  That  gives  us  only 
£5,000,000  ;  and  certainly,  when  we  look 
at  all  these  fresh  charges  which  are 
coming  upon  us,  which  at  the  lowest 
estimate,  I  should  say,  will  amount  in  a 
couple  of  years  to  £15,000,000,  or  more 
probably  to  £20,000,000,  we  are  not  very 
much  advanced  by  getting  £5,000,000 
out  of  the.  Sinking  Fund.  I  have  been 
engaged  in  this  sort  of  financial  work  all 
my  life,  and  I  have  learned  that  it  is  very 
nearly  impossible  for  any  one  who  has 
to  deal  with  the  finances  of  a  country  to 
be  popular  if  he  wishes  to  do  his  duty. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  a 
rather  strained  desire  at  the  Treasury 
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now,  not  to  look  at  the  facts  or  arithmetic 
but  rather  to  look  at  what  would  be  most 
popular  in  the  country  at  the  moment. 
I  really  regret  that  on  every  occasion  I 
have  to  speak  on  this  subject,  I  pose 
rather  in  the  attitude  of  a  male  Cassandra, 
but  all  I  can  say  is,  whatever  the  noble 
Lords  opposite  may  think,  the  financial 
future  of  the  coitntry  inspires  me  with 
the  very  gravest  misgivings. 

♦Lord  FABER  :  My  Lords,  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Finance  Bill  in  this  House 
is  more  or  less  academic,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  seems  to  be  an  interesting  question. 
There  are  three  subjects  as  regards  the 
Budget  that  stand  out  from  among  the 
rest,  namely,  the  Sinking  Fund,  the 
pensions  scheme,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  sugar-tax.  As  regards  the  Sinking 
Fund,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
Sinking  Fund  of  £15,000,000  is  a  very 
fine  and  good  one  indeed.  In  my  view 
it  adds  great  strength  to  the  Budget 
generally;  it  adds  also  prestige  to 
Consols  and  has  been  of  enormous  benefit 
in  adding  to  the  stability  of  the  stock 
markets.  After  all,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  regards  the  Sinking  Fund 
as  doing  for  the  nation  what  any  prudent 
man  would  do  in  business — helping  to  put 
by  certain  money  as  reserves.  As  regards 
old-age  pensions  I  do  not  think  anyone 
wanted  for  the  moment  to  prevent  old 
men  who  have  served  the  State  well,  so 
far  as  they  could,  getting  pensions.  The 
whole  argument  really  was  whether  the 
pension  should  be  contributory  or  not. 
I  was  astonished  when  we  were  told  that 
contributory  pensions  were  impossible, 
and  I  think  that  assertion  was  founded 
on  the  dictum  of  Mr.  Chamberlain.  Now 
how  can  that  be  so  when  we  only  have  to 
look  at  what  is  going  on  in  Germany  to 
find  that  contributory  pensions  there 
are  working  very  well  and  have  answered  ? 
Is  it  that  in  the  prosperous  state  of  this 
country  we  have  become  too  lazy  to 
try  and  work  out  for  ourselves  the 
possibihties  of  this  case,  or  is  it  that  in 
the  avalanche  of  public  business  the 
human  machine  has  given  way  and  is 
not  able  to  do  the  necessary  work  to 
keep  up  with  legislation,  and  that  as  a 
result  we  have  been  too  much  inclined 
to  say  that  a  thing  is  not  possible,  because 
we  have  not  time  to  attend  to  it  properly  ? 
This    Old-Age    Pensions    Bill,    with  all 
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its  far-reaching  effects  and  oomplicated 
clauses,  which  ought  to  have  been  the 
work  of  nearly  a  whole  session,  has  been 
put  off,  almost  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  then  three-quarters  of  it  has  been 
guillotined  without  discussion  in  the 
other  House. 

Then  there  is  the  policy  of  the  reduction 
of  the  sugar  tax.  Of  course,  that  may 
be  considered  wholly  and  solely  in  the 
light  of  the  next  Budget.  We  do  not 
expect,  we  cannot  expect  the  ChanceUor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  tell  us  what  his 
Budget  will  be,  wiat  taxes  he  proposes 
to  put  on,  but  I  think  we  have  a  right 
to  ask  this — ^that  when  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  budgets  for  the  coming  year 
he  should  be  able  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the 
market  at  the  time.  He  should  be  able 
to  know  whether  it  is  likely  that  his 
Budget  figures  will  come  out  too  high 
or  too  low.  When  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  took  off  the  sugar  duty 
last  April,  he  knew  quite  well  that  there 
had  been  a  great  depression  in  America, 
that  trade  was  very  bad  there,  and 
that  trade  in  Germany  also  had  been 
bad,  whilst  he  also  knew  that  trade  was 
falling  off  in  this  country.  But  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  budgeted 
on  too  prosperous  lines.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  we  are  face  to  face  with  a  deficit 
of  no  small  amount.  I  do  not  think  we 
need  be  surprised  if  next  year  from 
£7,000,000  to  £8,000,000,  has  to  be 
provided  for  old-age  pensions.  Then 
let  us  take  £3,000,000  for  the  Navy. 
If  the  figures  continue  to  go  as  badly 
as  now  as  regards  next  year's  Budget,  there 
will  be  a  deficit  of  several  millions. 
Therefore  I  think  we  have  a  right  to 
demand  that  when  any  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  takes  off  a  big  tax  like 
the  sugar  duty,  he  should  prudently 
consider  whether  his  Budget  figures  will 
come  up  to  the  mark.  In  this  case  un- 
less the  three-quarters  of  the  year  ihat 
is  left  goes  very  much  better  than  the 
first  quarter,  there  will  be  a  deficit  of 
several  millions.  How  we  are  to  find 
anything  from  £15,000,000  to  £20,000,000 
I  know  not.  If  we  make  a  raid  on  the 
Sinldng  Fund,  we  can  only  get  from 
£5,000,000  to  £6,000,000,  and  in  any  case 
I  venture  to  think  that  either  an  attack 
on  the  Sinking  Fimd,  or  the  raising  of 
the  income-tax  would  be  very  much  more 
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liarmful  than  to  have  left  the  sugar-tax 
418  it  was. 

As  regards  the  Sinking  Fund  we  must 
:admit  it  has  been  touched  by  the  party 
to  which  we  belong.  Lord  Goschen,  in 
1887  or  1889,  dealt  with  it,  and  I  believe 
the  noble  Viscount,  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 
in  1899,  but  of  course,  on  the  latter 
occasion  we  were  at  the  beginning  of  a 
big  war  and  it  was  obviously  useless 
to  raise  very  large  loans  on  the  one  hand 
and  keep  up  a  big  Sinking  Fund  on  the 
•other.  But  directly  the  war  was  over  we 
put  the  Sinking  Fund  at  as  high  a  point 
as  it  has  eve  •  touched  If  we  attack  the 
Sinking  Fund  now,  it  will  have  the  effect 
•of  putting  Consols  still  lower.  A  further 
point  for  consideration  is  that  if  the 
iSovemment  attack  the  Sinking  Fund, 
they  will  knock  down  gilt-edged  stocks, 
and  if  the  Government  has  to  raise 
money  for  the  Irish  loan  and  Exchequer 
Bills,  they  will  be  face  to  face  with  having 
to  pay  very  much  more  for  their  money 
owing  to  the  effect  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
duction on  gilt-edged  stock.  I  agree  that 
Oonsols  are  low  because  more  money  has 
been  used  in  trade,  but  that  was  some  few 
months  ago.  I  agree  also  that  the 
unconsidered  utterances  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  outside  the  House,  and 
the  considered  utterances  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  House, 
have  had  a  very  disturbing  effect  upon 
men's  minds,  and  I  think  part  of  the  fall 
in  the  Funds  must  be  directly  attributed 
to  that.  Finance  is  on  far  too  narrow 
a  basis  ;  that  is  the  truth  of  the  matter, 
and  the  basis  of  taxation  will  probably 
have  to  be  altered.  When  we  had  the 
interesting  discussion  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill  in 
this  House,  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Cromer, 
touched  on  very  interesting  subjects, 
and  there  were  two  matters  of  which  I 
took  considerable  note.  The  noble  Lord 
aaid  he  thought  tha^  if  this  nation  took  up 
the  question  of  tariff  reform  it  might 
<^use  friction  with  important  nations 
on  the  Continent ;  that  friction  in 
business  would  result,  and  that  that 
would  be  bad  for  us.  If  the  noble  Lord 
is  right  in  thinking  that  tariff  reform 
would  hurt  this  country,  why  does  he 
suppose  that  our  competitors  in  business 
on  the  Continent  would  take  umbrage  at 
our  doing  something  which,  as  business 


men,  would  hurt  us  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  I  should  think  the  nations  of  the 
Continent  would  be  glad  if  we  were  to 
take  a  course  that  is  harmful.  The 
noble  Earl  made  another  remark  that 
interested  me.  He  said  that  so  far  as 
he  could  gather,  tariff  reformers  were 
those  who  wanted  to  tax  people — ^who 
thought  that  by  taxing  people  they 
would  make  the  country  prosperous. 

Earl  CROMER :  What  I  said  was 
that  that  argiunent  was  occasionally 
put  forward  by  tariff  reformers.  Many 
tariff  reformers  no  doubt  repudiated  it. 

*LoRD  FABER  :  I  have  never  heard 
tariff  reformers  say  that.  What  they 
do  say  is  quite  a  different  thing.  They 
say  not  that  to  tax  people  will  make  the 
country  prosperous,  but  that  to  tax 
other  people  will  make  the  country 
prosperous.  That  seems  to  me  to  be 
rather  a  different  state  of  things.  There 
is  one  other  question  which  is  rather 
interesting  but  of  a  more  technical 
character.  How  did  the  Grovernment 
spend  the  £15,000,000  in  reduction  of 
Debt  this  year,  and  did  they  spend  that 
£15,000,000  in  the  best  way?  The 
noble  Viscount,  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 
said  that  they  spent  about  £600,000  on 
the  buildings  close  to  us.  Besides  that, 
they  spent  £4,000,000  on  the  purchase 
of  Exchequer  bonds  and  Treasury  Bills. 
For  those  Exchequer  bonds  and  Treasury 
Bills  they  gave  par.  The  Exchequer 
bonds  that  the  Government  bought 
are  short-dated  bonds  due  on  the  average 
in  1911,  and  therefore  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  gave  as  much  in  buying 
them  at  par  as  he  would  ever  have  to  do. 
The  Treasury  Bill  is  also  a  short-dated 
loan,  repayable  at  par,  and  therefore 
the  Government  obviously  gave  as  much 
as  they  could  ever  be  called  upon  to 
give  for  the  Treasury  Bill.  And  then 
they  gave  £6,000,000  for  a  certain 
amount  of  War  Loan,  for  which  they 
gave  very  nearly  par — £99  12s.  Od.  per 
cent.  But  here  again  the  War  Loan  is 
short-dated.  It  is  repayable  at  par 
in  1910,  and  therefore  the  Grovernment 
again  gave  as  much  as  they  could  ever 
have  been  called  upon  to  give  for  the 
War  Loan.  Thus,  of  £14,500,000  they 
used  £10,000,000  in  huymg  short-dated 
stuff  for  which  they  gave  the  highest 
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possible  prices.  The  other  £4,500,000 
they  invested,  quite  rightly,  in  Consols, 
which  they  started  to  buy  at  the  lowest 
price  on  record— 81  J.  That  was  a  very 
good  buy.  The  highest  price  to  which 
Consols  went  up  was  87 j^,  and  the  average 
of  their  purchase  was  85.  My  contention 
is  that  there  was  a  very  large  scope  for  a 
rise  in  Consols,  that  the  Grovemment 
had  £15,000,000  to  deal  with,  and  that 
it  would  have  been  very  much  better 
and  wiser  finance  to  have  put  more  in 
Consols,  and  less  in  the  stuff  for  which 
they  gave  the  very  highest  possible 
prices.  They  would  have  saved  money 
by  a  transaction  of  that  sort.  It  would 
have  been  wise  also  to  remember  that, 
after  all,  Consols  are  the  bell-wether  of 
the  market.  If  you  support  them,  the 
effect  on  all  stock  is  very  marked,  where- 
as to  buy  short-dated  stocks  has  no 
effect  whatever.  The  Sinking  Fund 
is  of  very  great  importance.  It  sup- 
ported the  Consols  market  at  a  very 
critical  time  last  year,  and  so  far  as  I 
can  gather  it  would  have  been  rather 
better  to  have  applied  more  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  the  purchase  of  Consols. 
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♦The  SECRETAEY  op  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  : 
I  am  sorry  t#  rise  at  so  late  an 
hour,  but  I  need  not  detain  your 
Lordships  at  any  very  great  length. 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  remark 
in  passing,  when  we  are  told  of 
the  congestion  of  business  towards  the 
close  of  the  session,  I  have  observed 
that  during  the  last  fortnight  of  it, 
which  is  normally  and  naturally  the 
busiest,  quite  half  of  our  time  has  been 
taken  up  by  debating  very  interesting 
"Bills  in  the  names  of  private  Members, 
all  of  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  might 
perfectly  well  have  been  dealt  with  at 
some  other  time  of  the  year.  I  propose 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  debate.  It 
has  always  been  the  custom  in  this 
House  for  the  Peer  who  occupied  the 
position  of  Leader  to  speak  on  this 
subject.  Had  it  not  been  for  that  I 
should  have  been  very  glad  to  leave 
the  matter  to  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Wolverhampton,  who  speaks  with  far 
more  practical  experience  than  I  do. 
It  is  always  customary  also  on  these 
occasions  not  to  make  an}i;hing  in  the 
nature  of  a  Budget  speech,  and  those 

Lord  Faber, 


noble  Lords  who  have  taken  part  in  the 
debate  have  not  entered  in  any  degree 
into  the  intricacies  of  the  Finance  Bill, 
such  as  they  are,  but  have  rather  dealt 
with  large  principles.  I  am  relieved, 
therefore,  from  minor  points  in  the 
Finance  Bill.  Had  I  been  obliged  to 
mention  them  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  draw  some  attention  to  the  interesting 
change  which  has  been  made  in  handing 
over  what  used  to  be  called  the  ossessed 
taxes  to  the  collection  of  the  county 
councils.  That,  I  believe,  will  be  a  useful 
and  practical  change,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  to  be  carried  out  will,  as  we 
hope,  throw  no  extra  financial  burden 
on  those  bodies,  and  will  be  altogether 
to    their    advantage. 

On  the  general  question,  the  main 
indictment,  I  think,  of  the  noble  Vis- 
count opposite,  who,  of  course,  speaks 
with  such  great  authority,  is  that  we  have 
carried  too  far  the  change  in  the  ratio 
raised  by  indirect  taxation  in  this  country 
as  compared  with  direct  taxation.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  we  have  done  so. 
That  ratio  five  or  six  years  ago  was,  I 
think,  in  the  proportion  of  upwards  of 
52,  and  it  is  now  as  low  as  46  9.  Well, 
we  make  no  apology  for  that.  We 
believe  that  the  proportion  of  the  le- 
venue  of  the  country,  which  is,  even  now, 
raised  by  indirect  taxation,  is,  at  any 
rate,  quite  as  high  as  it  ought  to  be. 
It  is  argued  by  noble  Lords  opposite — 
it  was  argued  again  to-night  by  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite — ^that,  by  keeping  the 
income-tax  at  its  present  late,  you  are 
really  makin,g  the  country  poorer  in  the 
sense  that  you  are  diminishing  the 
opportunities  of  employment.  If  that 
is  to  be  taken  as  an  absolute  canon  it 
would  involve  the  proposition,  which  I 
am  not  at  all  disposed  to  admit,  that 
all  the  income  derived  by  the  largest 
payers  of  income-tax  is  productively 
employed.  Unfortunately  we  know  that 
that  is  by  no  means  the  case,  and,  there- 
fore, so  far  as  that  proposition  is  true  at 
all  it  has  to  be  taken  with  very  con- 
siderable qualifications. 

The  noble  Viscount  spoke  all  through 
his  speech  of  an  income-tax  at  Is.  But 
the  income-tax  at  Is.  is  paid  by  only 
some  20  pei  cent,  of  those  who  pay 
income-tax.  It  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  or 
at  least  I  hope,  paid  by  all  Members  of 
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your  Lordships'  House  on  that  scale,  but 
•  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  only  paid  by 
200,000  persons,  of  the  whole  body  of 
income-tax  payers.  I  think  it  is  a 
familiar  fact  that  about  9^.  is  the  average 
rate  of  income-tax  which  is  paid  in  this 
country.  The  noble  Viscount  says  that  the 
case  is  very  hard  on  those  whose  incomes 
range  from  £700  to  £1,500  a  year.  There 
used  to  be  a  story  of  a  very  rich  man  who 
said  he  supposed  that  everybody  got 
£700  a  year,  but  we  know  that  there 
are  a  large  number  who  pay  income-tax 
on  less  than  that.  But,  so  far  as  the 
observation  of  the  noble  Viscount  goes, 
it  points,  possibly,  if  you  will  have  it  so, 
to  a  further  scale  of  abatement,  but  it 
does  not  point  itself  to  a  reduction  of 
the  '  Is.  income-tax  on  large  incomes. 
And  it  is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  we 
have  made  an  important  dilEerence  as 
between  earned  and  unearned  income, 
which,  we  believe,  will  prove  a  very  great 
relief  to  the  poorer  class  of  income-tax 
payers  in  this  country. 

On  the  general  question  of  the  revenue 
and  the  credit  of  the  country,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  national  wealth, 
happily,  goes  on  increasing.  What 
the  actual  national  wealth  is,  I  believe 
nobody  knows.  Most  of  the  estimates 
that  are  made  of  the  national  revenue 
are,  as  I  believe,  pure  guess-work.  But 
there  are  figures  for  the  United  Kingdom 
of  the  gross  income  from  all  classes 
of  profits  which  are  brought  under  the 
view  of  the  Inland  Revenue  and  which 
show  a  very  remarkable  and  progressive 
increase.  Those  figures  have  gone  on 
rising  from  £704,700,000  in  1896-7  to 
£925,184,000  in  the  year  1905-6.  And 
the  other  criteria  of  the  national  wealth 
cannot  be  held  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
The  taxation  per  head  of  the  country 
is  now  estimated  at  £2  17s.,  which,  of 
course,  is  some  shillings  less  than  it 
was  three  or  four  years  ago.  Taking 
the  whole  position  of  taxation  as  shown 
by  statistics,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  bear 
that  taxation  is  distinctly  greater  than 
it  was.  On  the  point  of  the  reduction 
of  Debt,  I  am  not  competent  to  deal 
with  the  technical  point  raised  as  to 
whether  it  was  wiser  for  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  reduce  the  Debt 
by  paying  ofE  a  considerable  proportion 


of  Exchequer  bonds  and  bills,  instead 
of  devoting  the  whole  sum  available 
to  paying  ofi  Consols.  But  I  imagine 
it  was  the  desire  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
to  deal  to  some  extent  with  the  floating 
debt ;  at  any  rate  I  fancy  it  is  a  point 
upon  which  financial  authorities  might 
well  difier.  The  noble  Viscount  some- 
what depreciated  the  work  of  the  present 
Administration  in  the  reduction  of  Debt* 
Still,  the  fact  remains — of  course  I  know 
it  is  subject  to  many  examples  and 
qualifications — that  during  the  ten  years 
in  which  the  late  Governments  were 
in  office  they — without  any  mention  of 
the  war  loans,  which  were  little  short 
of  £160,000,000— paid  off  the  National 
Debt  at  the  rate  of  £2,200,000  a  year, 
while  since  we  have  been  in  office  we  have 
paid  ofi  at  the  rate  of  £13,300,000  a  year. 
That  is  subject  to  a  number  of  qualifica- 
tions, no  doubt.  The  noble  Viscount 
mentioned  the  £9,000,000  which  he 
devoted  to  current  expenditure  in  the 
form  of  necessary  works.  That  was^ 
no  doubt,  a  proper  allocation  to  make, 
but  we  think  that,  when  large  sums 
like  that  come  to  be  spent  all  at  once, 
they  are  not  always  likely  to  be  very 
wisely  or  economically  spent.  We  have 
to  bear  in  mind  also  the  line  we  have 
taken  up  of  paying  our  way  as  we  go 
in  the  matter  of  naval  and  military  works. 
One  reason  which  has  undoubtedly 
actuated  us  in  so  doing  is  that  we  believe 
that  it  leads  to  very  real  and  substantial 
economy.  On  the  other  hand  we  are 
very  much  impressed  by  the  remarkably 
rapid  obsolescence  of  many  of  these 
so-called  permanent  works.  It  is  a 
deplorable  thing  to  have  to  go  on  paying 
off  a  loan  for  a  so-called  work  which 
is  admitted  by  everyone  to  be  absolutely 
useless,  a  position  in  which  we  find 
ourselves  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
work^  authorised  and  undertaken  by  our 
predecessors. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  credit  of  the 
country,  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  rea- 
sonable to  take  the  price  of  Consols  as 
the  single  criterion  of  the  state  of  the 
national  credit.  Taken  alone,  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  said  to  be  a  criterion. 
You  are  bound  at  the  same  time  to 
look  at  the  prices  of  kindred  stocks  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  and  to  the 
state   of   credit  of   other  nations.     My 
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noble  friend  behind  me  (Lord  St.  Davids) 
drew  attention  to  what  I  believe  is  by 
far  the  most  active  cause  in  the  con- 
tinued depreciation  of  Consols — I  mean 
the  opening  of  Colonial  stocks  to  trustees. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him,  I  need  hardly 
43ay,  in  the  position  I  hold,  that  we  should 
withdraw  from  the  position,  but  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  at  the  time  that 
was  done,  in  a  rather  light-hearted  way, 
it  was  realised  what  very  serious  effects 
it  would  have  on  the  money  market. 
Nowadays  the  proportion  of  trust  funds 
invested  in  Consols  is  extraordinarily 
small.  In  regard  to  marriage  settle- 
ments, it  is  almost  invariably  the  rule 
to  invest  in  other  stocks.  That,  of 
<!ourse,  is  due  to  the  great  variety  of 
other  stocks  which  can  be  relied  upon 
to  produce  a  somewhat  larger  interest. 
Then  we  are  told  that  we  have  driven 
Consols  down  still  further  by  our  old-age 
pensions  scheme.  On  6th  May  Consols 
stood  at  85J ;  to-day  they  are  just  87. 
It  would  be  unreasonable,  I  think,  either 
on  one  side  or  the  other,  to  asc  ibe  fluc- 
tuations of  that  kind  to  any  fear  of  our 
great  financial  measures. 

Then  as  to  the  various  reductions  of 
taxes.  We  have  been  criticised  for 
having  taken  off  the  coal  duty.  Coal  is 
•one  of  the  subjects  which  the  noble 
Viscount  would  have  continued  to  tax. 
1  do  not  enter  into  the  controversy  as  to 
whether  the  Party  of  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite  had  pledged  themselves  to 
take  off  the  coal  duty  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, although  there  have  been  state- 
ments to  that  effect  which  have  not 
been  contradicted.  But  I  think  it  can- 
not be  doubted — and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  my  noble  friend  Lord  Faber,  who 
knows  very  well  the  trade  of  the  north- 
-east ports,  will  agree  that  the  coal  tax 
was  a  very  serious  hindrance  to  that 
trade.  It  is  quite  true  it  did  not  affect 
the  Welsh  high-class  coal  in  the  same 
way,  because  those  coal-owners  have 
somewhat  of  what  is  called  a  "  seller's 
monopoly,"  and  therefore  I  can  quite 
believe  that  in  that  case,  at  any  rate,  a 
part  of  the  tax  was  paid  by  the  foreigner. 
But  it  was  certainly  not  paid  by  the 
foreigner  so  far  as  the  Yorkshire  and 
Midland  coal  was  concerned,  and  its 
repeal  was  recognised  there  as  a  great 
relief,  not  merely  to  the  coal  trade,  but 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


to  the  kindred  trades.  Then  as  regards 
tea  and  sugar,  especially  the  latter.  It 
is  true  we  have  given  up  £3,400,000 
by  the  reduction  of  the  sugar  tax. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  believes  that  by  the 
method  he  has  employed  in  rather  more 
than  halving  the  tax  he  has  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  consumer  as  a  rule. 
Those  who  buy  infinitesimal  quantities 
of  sugar  can  hardly  be  reached  by  any 
means,  but  so  far  as  the  general  con- 
sumer is  concerned,  my  right  hon. 
friend  believes  that  he  has  reached  him. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  effect 
on  trade.  The  noble  Viscount  said 
the  confectionery  and  mineral  water 
trades  might  have  benefited.  But  those 
are  two  enormous  trades  ;  they  employ 
a  vast  amount  of  labour,  and  surely  it 
was  worth  while,  if  we  could,  to  relieve 
them.  I  suppose  that  what  the  noble 
Viscount  would  have  done  is  that,  in- 
stead of  taking  off  the  sugar  tax,  he 
would  have  taken  something  off  the 
income-tax,  so  far  as  it  affects  those 
who  pay  Is.,  on  the  ground  that  that 
would  have  added  to  his  possible  war 
chest.  I  confess  I  was  impressed  by 
the  argument  of  my  noble  friend  Lord 
St.  Davids  when  he  said  that  when 
you  come  to  the  question  of  raising  an 
indefinite  number  of  millions,  it  is 
apparently  as  easy  to  reimpose  your 
indirect  taxation  as  it  is  to  reimpose 
your  direct  taxation. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :  I  did  not 
find  it  so  at  all  in  the  South  African 
war. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  Not  to 
produce  the  same  amount.  I  agree  that 
you  cannot  be  sure  of  imposing  the  same 
amount,  but  assuming  that  the  noble 
Viscount  had  only  taken  off  the  equivalent 
in  income-tax,  I  confess  I  do  not  see 
that  the  one  would  be  more  difficult 
than  the  other.  I  am,  of  course,  assum- 
ing that  a  large  sum  has  to  be  raised. 
I  am  not,  of  course,  on  the  point  of  the 
advantage  of  the  one  course  or  the 
other,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  reason- 
able to  assume  that  in  one  case  the 
money  is  always  there  at  command, 
and  that  in  the  other  it  is  absolutely 
and  irretrievably  gone. 
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I  do  not  wish  to  enter  at  this  hour 
into  the  old-age  pensions  controversy 
so  far  as  it  is  a  controversy.  Still  less  do 
I  desire  to  allude  to  the  two  points  con- 
nected with  tariff  reform  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  referred  in  allusion  to  what 
was  said  the  other  night  by  Lord  Cromer. 
On  this  question  of  old-age  pensions  any- 
thing that  is  said  must  necessarily  be 
absolutely  uninteresting.  It  is  impossible 
for  any  member  of  the  Government  to 
attempt  to  anticipate  the  Budget  of 
next  year.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 
noble  Viscount  say  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  course  contrary  to  sound 
canons  of  finance.  But  I  think  it  was  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  that  is  the  only 
source  from  which,  if  necessary,  some 
further  increase  of  the  national  income 
could  be  derived.  When  noble  Lords 
opposite,  quite  apart  from  that,  talk  of  the 
continutJly  increasing  burden  of  old-age 
pensions,  it. is  important  to  know  what 
they  mean.  So  far  as  the  burden  in- 
creases by  the  natural  growth  of  the  popu- 
lation, we  hope  it  will  be  more  than  met 
by  its  automatic  growth  of  revenue.  But 
if  noble  Lords  opposite  mean  the  lowering 
of  the  age  or  the  increasing  of  the  amount, 
that  is  another  matter.,  and  a  matter 
in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
of  the  day  will  have  to  face  the  public, 
and  will  have  to  explain  what  his  means 
permit  of  his  doing.  I  do  not  propose  to 
go  into  the  question  of  the  c<  st  of  the 
defensive  services,  because,  although, 
of  course,  it  is  a  subject  which  in  a 
general  view  of  national  finance  could  not 
possibly  be  passed  over,  yet  it  is  one 
which  does  not  arise  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  this  Bill.  But  with  regard 
to  what  the  noble  Viscount  said  about 
the  Construction  Vote  having  fallen,  the 
Vote  must,  of  course,  depend  upon 
the  needs  of  the  year.  There  could 
be  no  more  absolutely  foolish,  or 
uneconomical  policy  than  to  build 
more  warships  than  you  want  at  the 
moment.  The  modern  warship  fades  al- 
most l.ke  a  flower  after  you  have  plucked 
it.  From  the  moment  it  is  sent  on  its 
trial  trip  it  begins  to  verge  upon  be- 
coming obsolete,  and,  therefore,  to  build 
more  ships  of  a  particular  type  than  you 
require  at  the  moment  is  one  of  the  worst 
possible  economies,  because  in  relation 
to  the  programme  of  other  nations  it 
places  you  at  this   disadvantage — that 


although  your  paper  strength  may  be 
equal  or  superior  to  that  of  another 
Power  in  the  proportion  you  consider 
sufficient,  yet  their  ships  may  be  just  & 
little  newer  and  a  little  better  than  yours.. 
Therefore,  the  Construction  Vote  ought 
to  be  most  carefully  watched  with  the 
object  of  always  being  ahead,  not  only  in 
numbers,  but  also  in  novelty  of  type.  I 
do  not  think  I  have  anything  to  add  fur- 
ther. I  confess  some  of  the  statements 
which  have  been  made  outside  this  House 
as  to  the  damage  that  we  have  done  to 
national  credit  have  been  very  unfair 
and  most  grossly  exaggerated.  We 
believe  that  we  shall  be  able  to  go  on  pay- 
ing our  way  so  far  as  the  defensive  ser- 
vices are  concerned,  and  we  do  believe 
that  we  shall  be  able,  without  any  dra- 
matic, or,  still  more,  any  melodramatic 
increase  of  taxation,  to  carry  through, 
this  great  scheme  of  benefit  for  the  aged,, 
of  which  we  are  very  proud  indeed  to  be 
the  authors. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*;  Com- 
mittee negatived,  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3*  to-morrow. 


COMPANIES    (CONSOLIDATION)      BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  further  Amendments  made. 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed  as  amenaed.     [No  196.1 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment 
Standing  Committee  negatived,  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 


LEGISLATION  BY  REFERENCE. 
The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  a  few  days  ago  I  made  a  Motion 
with  regard  to  the  practice  which  is  known 
as  legislation  by  reference,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  was  good  enough  to  say  he 
agreed  with  the  Motion  in  a  general 
way,  and  that  he  would  submit  the 
matter  to  the  Cabinet  so  that  they  could 
consider  what  is  the  proper  way  to  deal 
with  this  practice.  I  wish  to  put  the 
Question  standing  in  my  name  on  the 
Paper  : — '*  To  ask  the   Lord  Chancellor 
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with  reference  to  the  Motion  :  '  That 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  "whether  means  cannot  be 
devised,  either  in  the  way  of  a  detailed 
Itfemorandum  or  otherwise,  for  conveying 
i;o  the  House  in  plain  language  the  effect 
of  proposed  legislation  when  reference 
is  made  in  Government  Bills  to  Acts 
and  sections  of  Acts  of  Parliament  with- 
out explanation,"  whether  His  Majesty's 
<Jovernment  have  taken  the  matter  into 
-consideration.'  " 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Xords,  I  was  under  the  impression  th^^t 
I  had  already  stated  our  decision.  We 
propose  to  appoint  a  Joint  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses  to  report  on  the 
drafting  of  Bills,  and  whether  any 
improvement  should  be  adopted  in 
Telation  thereto. 


jthe   choice    either    of   having   the    Bill 

'  consolidated  with  all  i\s  imperfections  or 

of  having  it  tidied  up  so  to  speak.    I 

move  that  we  take  these  Amendments 

I  as  a  whole. 

Moved,  "  That    the    Amendments  be 
takenas  a  whole." — {The Lord  Chancellor.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Moved,    "  That   the  Amendments  be 
agreed  to.''— IThe  Lord  Chancellor,) 

Oi  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed,  as  amended. 


COMPANIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL. 
Amendments    reported   (according  to 
•order). 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  will  ask  leave  to  say  one  or  two 
words  on  this.  This  Bill  was  referred 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
and  we  then  agreed  to  certain  Amend- 
ments in  order  that  the  Bill  should  lay 
down  exactly  what  we  think  the  law 
should  be.  These  Amendments  have 
been  already  accepted  by  your  Lordships, 
but  when  the  Bill  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee a  noble  Lord,  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh,  suggested  with  reference  to 
certain  points  that  arise  that  we  should 
also  have  a  schedule  of  the  Amendments 
that  we  propose,  Amendments  merely 
relating  to  the  small  matter  of  tidying 
up  or  making  more  convenient  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law.  I  could  not  say  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  change  in  the 
law,  but  there  is  no  change  in  any  im- 
portant particular,  and  the  Committee 
unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  certain 
Amendments  strictly  of  the  character 
"I  have  referred  to.  These  are  the 
Amendments  which  I  propose  to  intro- 
duce at  this  stage  in  this  House,  as  it 
was  thought  by  the  Committee  that 
this  was  the  most  convenient  way  of 
dealing  with  the  matter.  If  this  matter 
goes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  I 
hope  it  will  do,  they  will  be  fpc^d  with 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown, 


I  IRISH  LAND  ADMINISTRATION. 

I  Lord  CLONBROCK  :  My  Lords, 
I  wish  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Qovemment 
the  Question  standing  in  my  name. 
It  is  of  a  very  simple  nature,  and  I  need 
not  trouble  your  Lordships  with  any 
explanation.  My  Question  is :  How 
much  has  been  received  (up  to  the 
present  or  any  recent  date),  in  respect 
of  the  sinking  fund  from  tenants'  annuities 
paid  imder  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903, 
and  how  much  thereof  has  been  applied 
or  invested  in  making  further  advances 
under  the  Act. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  The  Answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  as  to 
the  accumulated  amount  received  in 
respect  of  the  sinking  fund  from  tenants' 
annuities  paid  under  the  Irish  Land 
Act,  1903,  from  10th  June,  1903,  to 
30th  June,  1908,  is  £190,955,  and  of  this 
£182,100  has  been  applied  in  making 
further  advances  under  the  Act.  I 
think  that  gives  the  noble  Lord  the 
information  which  he  desires. 


THE    IMPRISONED    SUFFRAGISTS. 

♦Earl  RUSSELL :  I  wish  to  put  th^ 
first  Question  standing  in  my  name  on 
your  Lordships'  Paper,  viz. :  Whether  the 
women  agitating  for  the  vote  who  were 
arrested  on  30th  June  were  prosecuted 
before  Mr.  Francis  under  Section  2  of 
the  Prevention  of  Crimes  Amendment 
Act,  1885,  whether  the  maximum  penalty 
on  conviction  under  that  Act  is  a  fine 
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of  £5  or  imprisonment  for  two  months 
in  default ;  whether,  in  fact,  a  certain 
number  of  those  prosecuted  were  not 
convicted  under  such  Act,  but  were 
ordered  to  find  sureties  to  be  of  good 
behaviour,  and  were  in  default  imprisoned 
for  three  months,  what  legal  authority 
exists  for  requiring  sureties  of  good 
behaviour  of  these  defendants,  and 
for  dealing  with  them  in  the  manner 
indicated. 

I  regret  that  this  Question  should  appear 
on  the  Paper  on  a  day  when  there  is  so 
much  work  to  do,  but  I  may  remind  your 
Lordships  that  I  postponed  it  last  week 
in  deference  to  the  request  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  There  is  a  rather 
peculiar  circumstance  with  regard  to  the 
recent  sentences  in  connection  with  the 
women  who  were  arrested  on  the  30th  of 
June.  The  prosecution  took  place  under 
Section  2  of  the  Prevention  of  Crimes 
Amendment  Act,  1885,  which  has  the 
effect  of  making  a  new  crime  of  cases  of 
resisting  or  wilfully  obstructing  any 
police  ofl&cer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty. 
It  provides  that  under  that  section  a 
person  convicted  shall  not  be  liable  to  a 
greater  penalty  than  £5  or  in  default  of 
payment  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  | 
two  months.  The  effect  of  that  is  that 
when  a  person  is  convicted  under  that 
section,  if  it  is  considered  to  be  the  worst 
possible  case  that  could  arise  under  that 
section,  then  the  maximum  penalty  that 
•can  be  inflicted  is  a  fine  of  £5,  and  if  the 
person  who  has  the  option  of  piying  that 
does  not  do  so  the  maximum  sentence 
that  can  be  imposed  is  two  months  i 
imprisonment.  Instead  of  passing  that  | 
sentence,  however,  the  magistrate  pro-  i 
ceeded  to  offer  to  bind  over  these ! 
offenders  to  be  of  good  behaviour.  ' 
It  is  difl&cult  to  see  how  that  arises. 
There  is  the  common  law  power  which, 
I  think,  would  not  apply,  and  therefore 
this  must  have  come  under  Section  1  of 
the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act,  passed 
last  year.  If  that  is  the  Act  under  which 
the  magistrate  acted  you  have  the 
curious  result  that  under  a  section 
of  an  Act  which  says  that  where  the 
nature  of  an  offence  is  trivial,  and  it  is 
not  considered  expedient  to  inflict  other 
than  a  nominal  punishment,  the  magis- 
trate gives  three  months  imprisonment 
to  people  who  would  otherwise  have 
^nly  been  fined  £5  or  in  default  would 


have  been  imprisoned  for  two  months. 
It  may  be  legal  to  do  that,  I  dare  say  it 
is  legal,  but  I  think  your  Lordships 
will  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  rather  strain- 
ing the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment  which  professes  to  hold  out  leniency. 
It  may  be  said  that  these  persons  might 
have  entered  into  the  surety  to  be  of 
good  behaviour,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
that  is  a  fair  thing  to  say,  for,  though 
mistaken  these  ladies  may  be,  they 
hold  a  certain  view  and  they  hold  it 
as  definitely  as  people  connected  with 
the  Salvation  Army  hold  their  views, 
and  they  naturally  refuse  to  be  boimd 
over  not  to  do  again  what  they  think 
they  have  a  right  to  do  and  ought  to  do. 
That  they  refuse  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  all  these  ladies  are,  I  imagine, 
still  serving  their  sentences  of  three 
months  imprisonment  in  the  second 
division  and  the  second  division  does  not 
differ  appreciably  from  the  third  division 
for  it  involves  the  wearing  of  prison 
clothes,  the  eating  of  prison  diet,  and 
solitary  confinement  each  day  for 
twenty-two  and  a  half  hours.  We  can 
hardly  consider  it  reasonable  that  these 
ladies  should  be  given  an  addition  to  their 
punishment  under  an  Act  which  professtit 
to  ameliorate  the  punishment  which 
can  be  given  to  them.  They  might 
have  been  charged  with  being  disorderly, 
but  they  were  not,  and  Parliament  has 
limited  the  penalty  under  this  particular 
section  to  £5.  I  should  like  to  ask  if  it 
is  imder  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act 
that  they  have  been  imprisoned. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  The  Question 
of  the  noble  Lord  divides  itself  into  two 
parts.  On  the  question  of  fact  he  is 
entirely  accurate.  It  is  only  in  the  last 
three  lines  of  the  Question  that  there 
comes  a  legal  question,  and  with  regard 
to  that  I  am  somewhat  unwilling  to  enter 
the  lists  against  the  noble  Lord.  I  do 
not  think  the  Probation  of  Offenders 
Act  had  anything  to  do  with  the  decision 
of  the  magistrates,  and  therefore  the 
argument  of  the  noble  Earl,  so  far  as  it 
was  founded  on  that  Act,  falls  to  the 
ground.  The  noble  Lord  asked  what 
legal  authority  there  is  under  Section  2 
of  the  Prevention  of  Crimes  Amendment 
Act,  1885.  These  cases  come  under 
Section  12  of  the  Prevention  of  Crimes 
Act,  1871,  under  which  any  person  who 
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is  convicted  of  an  assault  on  any  constable 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty  is  guilty 
of  an  offence  for  which  he  shall  be 
liable  to  a  fine  of  £20,  or  in  default  to 
a  term  of  imprisonment  with  or  without 
hard  labour.  I  apprehend  that  it  was 
under  this  section  the  magistrates  acted, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think 
the  steps  they  took  met  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people  of  the  country. 

Earl  RUSSELL:  I  am  not  sure 
how  much  I  comprehend  that  answer. 
Now  I  want  to  ask  the  second  Question 
in  my  name,  viz. :  Whether  the  women 
imprisoned  in  connection  with  the  recent 
disturbances  on  30th  June,  are  not  poli- 
tical offenders  within  the  rule  laid  down 
in  Be  Castioni,  and  why  their  treatment 
in  prison  is  more  severe  than  that  usually 
awarded  to  political  offenders ;  and 
further,  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment seriously  contends  that  there  is  any 
legal  obstacle  to  the  exercise  of  the 
Royal  prerogative  of  mercy  in  these  cases. 
I  do  not  want  to  trouble  your  Lordships 
at  any  length,  but  I  must  remind  you 
of  the  well-known  case  of  Castioni,  who 
shot  and  killed  a  person  m,  a  political 

Sking  and  the  question  arose  whether 
e  was  guilty  of  a  political  crime.  I  am 
well  aware  that  the  question  of  its  being 
a  political  crime  could  only  arise  on  the 
question  of  extradition,  and  that  if  he 
had  shot  and  killed  a  man  and  been 
captured  in  his  owa  canton  he  would 
have  been  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary 
course.  The  worst  offenders  among  the 
ladies  who  have  been  arrested  have  been 
guilty  of  nothing  worse  than  making 
speeches,  and  whatever  their  trifling  acts 
naay  have  been  they  were  admittedly  in 
furtherance  of  a  political  object.  They 
are  treated  as  second  division  prisoners, 
and  this  differs  OAly  from  an  ordinary 
sentence  of  hard  labour  in  the  fact  that 
there  is  possibly  not  so  much  labour  to 
do,  better  prison  diet  is  provided,  and 
possibly  also  they  are  better  off  in  the 
privileges  with  regard  to  receiving  visits ; 
but  they  have  to  wear  prison  clothes, 
they  are  not  allowed  books  or  writing 
materials,  and  they  have  to  spend 
twenty-two  and  a  half  hours  out  of 
twenty-four  in  their  cells.  This  question 
has  been  pretty  often  raised  in  the 
other  House,  and  I  have  watched  the 
answers  of  the  Home  Secretary,  but  I 
Ec^l  Beauchamp. 


have  not  been  able  to  detect  whether 
Mr.    Gladstone    says    that    the    Royal 
prerogative  of  mercy  does  not  exist  in 
this  case.     On  some  occasions  I  gather 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  said  that  these  were 
not  cases  where  he  had  the    power  to 
exercise  the  Royal  prerogative  of  mercy. 
I     should    like    to     ask     whether    the 
Home  Secretary  cannot,  aAd    in  some 
cases    has    not,    exercised    the    Royal 
prerogative,  and  in  some  instances  hs& 
interfered  in  cases  in  regard  to  contempt 
of  Court.     May  I  remind  the  House  of 
the     very     different     attitude     adopted 
towards  these  ladies  from  the  attitude 
which    was    adopted   in    regard    to   the 
squatters  who  have  settled  on  the  Island 
of    Vatersay  and  for  whom  great  sym- 
pathy was  expressed,  although  they  were 
treated  as   first-class   misdemeanants. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP:  In  this  case 
also  the  Question  of  the  noble  Lord 
devises  itself  into  two  parts.  As  to  how 
far  these  ladies  come  within  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Be  Castioni  the  noble  Lord, 
versed  in  the  best  arts  of  an  advocate^ 
forgot  to  say  that  this  relates  only  to 
cases  under  Section  3  of  the  Act  of  1870, 
which  relates  to  penalties  in  respect  of 
offences  committed  abroad. 

Earl  RUSSELL  :    I  said  so. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP:  The  women 
referred  to  in  the  Question  have  been 
dealt  with  for  offences  under  the  ordinary 
law,  for  failing  to  keep  the  peace,  and 
they  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  others  who  have  similarly 
offended.  In  regard  to  the  Royal  pre- 
rogative. His  Majesty's  Gk)vernment  does 
not  contend  that  there  is  an  absolute 
legal  obstacle  to  the  exercise  of  the 
Royal  prerogative  of  mercy,  but  where 
Parliament  has  expressly  given  to  the 
magistrates  discretion  in  deciding  in 
which  class  prisoners  should  be  placed, 
it  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government, 
be  unconstitutional  to  override  their 
decision.  Even  if  it  were  possible  to 
exercise  the  prerogative  in  one  case  it 
could  not  be  done  in  order  to  place  a 
whole  class  of  prisoners  in  a  privileged 
position.  There  is  an  obviou"  difference 
between  dealing  with  one  person  in 
ill-health  and  in  exercising  the  Royal 
prerogative  in  the  case  of  a  class.    I 
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believe  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  raised,  the  magis- 
trates have  interpreted  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  and  that  they  are  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  decision  given  by  the 
magistrates. 


NAVAL  MABRUGES  BILL. 
Order    of   the    Day    for   the    Second 
Beading,  read. 

The  Earl  of  GRANARD  :  I  beg  to 
move  that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.  The  Bill  will  remove  a  difficulty 
which  exists  in  regard  to  sailors  serving 
•on  His  Majesty's  ships.  Very  often 
they  are  away  on  commission  for  three 
or  four  years,  and  when  they  come 
back  they  want  sometimes  to  get  married 
and  do  not  want  to  wait  for  three  or  four 
weeks.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
enable  the  banns  to  be  set  up  on  board 
ship  at  the  same  time  that  the  young 
lady  is  having  them  published  in  this 
coimtry. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
.2\''—{Earl  of  Granard.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and 
-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


:EXPIRING   LAWS   CONTINUANCE   BILL. 
Read    2*    (according    to    order),     and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


SECONDARY  EDUCATION  (WALES). 
♦Lord  GLANTAWE:  I  beg  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  whether  they  will 
furnish  this  House  with  a  Return  showing 
the  number  of  subscribers,  and  the 
amount  of  money  subscribed  voluntarily 
by  the  Welsh  people  towards  secondary 
education  as  the  result  of  the  passing  of 
the  Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act, 
1889. 

The  object  of  my  Question  is  to  show 
to  your  Lordships'  House  to  what  ex- 
tent the  Welsh  nation  have  appreciated 
the  powers  of  self-government  in  second- 
ary education  which  have  been  entrusted 
Xo  them  by  various  Governments. 
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Li  1889  the  (Government  of  the  day 
passed  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Act.  This  was  followed  in  1896  by 
a  scheme  based  on  that  Act  which  pro- 
vided for  the  establishment  of  a  Central 
Welsh  Board  for  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion. The  Conservative  Grovemment  of 
that  period — in  fact  the  Conservatives 
were  responsible  for  all  these  steps — 
were  so  much  satisfied  with  the  work 
of  the  Central  Welsh  Board  that  by 
the  Board  of  Education  Act,  1899,  the 
Central  Welsh  Board  is  made  a  statutory 
body  for  the  examination  and  inspection 
of  the  intermediate  schools  in  Wales. 

I  feel  certain  that  the  Return  which 
I  have  asked  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  furnish  your  Lordships'  House  will, 
if  granted,  show  that  Wales  has  responded 
by  voluntary  contributions  to  the  national 
recognition  granted  to  her  by  the  passing 
of  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Act,  1889,  to 
an  extent  that  cannot  be  equalled  by 
any  of  the  other  three  countries.  The 
keen  and  general  interest  taken  by  the 
Welsh  people  in  education  can  be  proved 
by  the  following  facts — 

(1)  The  local  taxation  account  money 
was  devoted  entirely  by  Welsh  bodies 
to  education.  This  was  not  done  by 
any  of  the  other  three  countries  until 
they  were  obliged  to  do  so  by  the  Edu- 
cation Act,  1902.. 

(2)  The  amount  of  money  raised  per 
head  for  educational  purposes  in  Wales 
is  more  than  England  and  Ireland  together 
or  Ireland  and  Scotland  together. 

(3)  The  education  rate  per  £  in  Wales 
is  more  than  that  of  England  and  Ireland 
together,  or  Scotland  and  Ireland  to- 
gether. 

(4)  The  number  of  pupils  per  1,000 
population  in  Wales  is  nearly  double 
that  of  England,  Scotland  or    Ireland. 

(5)  The  percentage  of  pupils  who 
remain  in  the  secondary  schools  of 
Wales  for  the  third  and  fourth  year 
courses  is  much  greater  than  in  the 
secondary  schools  of  any  other  of  the 
three    countries. 

(6)  Secondary  education  has  ad- 
vanced during  the  last  few  years  to  such 
an  extent  in  Wales  that  experts  in  edu- 
cation are  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary   after   next   year   to   provide 
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for  education  lower  than  that  of  Uni- 
versity grade  in  the  constituent  colleges 
of  the  Welsh  University. 

(7)  More  than  80  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  attending  Welsh  secondary  schools 
received  their  primary  education  in 
public  elementary  schools. 

(8)  The  students  who  are  selected  to 
undergo  normal  training  in  the  Webh 
University  colleges  have  received  very 
much  better  training  than  those  selected 
by  English  colleges,  and  this  in  spite 
of  the  statement  in  the  last  report  of 
the  Board  of  Education  which  says 
that  the  percentage  of  failures  in  the 
preliminary  certificate  examination  in 
Wales  is  double  that  in  England.  In 
fairness  to  Walcj  the  Report  should 
contain  a  qualifying  statement  to  the 
effect  that  Welsh  students  take  the 
matriculation  examination  and  the 
higher  examinations  of  the  Central  Welsh 
Board  instead  of  the  preliminary  certi- 
ficate examination,  and  degree  courses 
instead  of  the  final  certificate  exami- 
nation. 

Perhaps  I  should  add  that  with  all 
this  Wales  has  received  very  little  en- 
couragement from  the  Exchequer  com- 
pared with  what  has  been  given  to 
Scotland  and  Ireland. 

(1)  We  have  not  received  hardly 
one-tenth  of  the  University  building 
grants  that  have  or  are  to  be  given 
either  to  Scotland  or  Ireland. 

(2)  Compared  with  either  Scotland 
or  Ireland  the  grants  to  the  Welsh  Uni- 
versity colleges  should  be  double  or 
three  times  what  they  are  at  present. 

(3)  Museums,  libraries,  portrait  gal- 
leries, etc.,  have  been  built  and  main- 
tained by  the  Government  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland.  So  far  no  such  blessings 
have  been  conferred  on  the  Principality. 

Though  I  am  sorry  to  have  taken  up 
so  much  time  in  submitting  this  state- 
ment to  your  Lordships'  House,  yet  I 
felt  compelled  to  do  so  in  order  to  justify 
the  action  of  the- Welsh  nation  in  opposing 
most  strenuously  the  attempt  that  is 
being  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  to 
cripple  the  powers,  and  undermine  the 
influence  of  the  Central  Welsh  Board. 
This  they  have  no  right  to  do.  It  is 
not  constitutional,  for  the  Central  Welsh 
Board  has  been  given  as  much  control 

Lord  Glantawe. 


over  secondary  education  in  Wale^  as 
was  given  by  the  same  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  the  Board  of  Edujcation  over 
elementary  and  secondary  education  ia 
England. 

The  Welsh  people  are  looking  forward 
to  the  day — in  fact  the  Welsh  Members 
in  Parliament  are  now  considering  a 
scheme — ^when  it  may  please  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  establish  a  national 
council  which  shall  have  control  over 
primary,  secondary,  and  University  edu- 
cation in  the  Principality,  and  in  the 
meantime  it  is  our  sincere  hope  that 
the  Government  of  the  day,  by  adminis- 
trative action,  will  do  all  in  its  power 
to  place  Welsh  afEairs  in  the  best  possible 
position  to  attain  that  object.  No 
other  nation  in  the  world  has  sacrificed 
more  for  education,  and  therefore  no 
other  nation  deserves  greater  freedom 
to  establish  a  national  system  of  educa- 
tion. 

TrfE  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  would  ask  the 
Lord  Chancellor  whether  the  Question 
before  the  House  is  not  that  a  certain 
Return  be  granted.  I  do  not  know  what 
document  the  noble  Lord  is  reading,  but 
we  cannot  make  it  out. 

♦Lord  GLANTAWE  :  I  beg  your 
Lordships'  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much 
of  your  time,  but  this  is  a  very  important 
matter.  It  is  so  important  that  contrary 
to  my  usual  custom  I  have  written  out 
my  speech,  and  have  supplemented  my 
Question  by  the  remarks  I  have  just 
made. 

Moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  a  Return  showing  the  number  of 
subscribers,  and  the  amount  of  money 
subscribed  voluntarily  by  the  WeUh 
people  towards  Secondary  Education  as 
the  result  of  the  passing  of  the  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889.— (TA^^ 
Lord  Glaniawe,) 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  Question 
he  has  asked  refers  to  a  very  large  sum 
of  money.  It  is  an  important  question, 
and  is  regarded  as  especially  important 
by  the  people  of  Wales.  I  am  sorry  the 
Government  cannot  grant  the  noble 
Lord  the  Return  he  asks  for,  but  the 
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very"  generosity  of  the  people  of  Wales 
is  the  reason  which  makes  it  so  difficult 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  money  they 
have  given  for  this  object.  The  Charity 
Commissioners  have  asked  that  a  certain 
minimum  sum,  generally  including  a  site, 
shall  be  given,  and  when  the  Charity 
Commissioners  have  been  satisfied  that 
the  minimum  sum  has  been  granted, 
they  have  done  their  part.  In  most 
cases,  however,  the  people  of  Wales  have 
given  a  great  deal  more  than  the  minimum 
sum  asked  for,  but  the  figures  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
and  of  the  Government  only  give  the 
minimum  sum  asked  for.  We  consider 
it  would  be  quite  unfair  to  the  people 
of  Wales  for  us  to  give  a  Return  of  the 
minimum  sum  asked  for ;  there  are  no 
figures  in  the  possession  of  the  Government 
or  of  the  Board  of  Education  except 
t;hese  inadequate  sums,  which  do  not 
represent  the  generosity  of  the  people 
of  Wales,  and  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will, 
therefore,  withdraw  his  motion  for  a 
Return.  I  would  venture  to  suggest 
that  if  the  noble  Lord  wishes  to  obtain 
the  figures  he  should  apply  for  informa- 
tion to  the  various  school  governing 
bodies,  which  have  been  concerned  in 
this  matter. 

Lord  GLANTAWE  :    I  withdraw  my 
Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


STRENGTH   OF  REGULAR  AND  TERRI- 
TORIAL  ARMIES. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  my  noble  friend  Viscoimt 
Midleton  is  unable  to  be  here  this 
evening,  but  I  observe  that  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  War  Office  is  also  absent. 
From  that  I  gather  that  he  would  be 
willing  that  the  address  which  Viscount 
Midleton  asks  for  shall  be  presented. 
On  behalf  of  the  noble  Viscount  I  beg 
to  move. 

Moved,  "  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  a  Return 
showing  the  strength  of  the  Regular 
Army,  Special  Reserve,  and  Territorial 
Army  on  1st  October,  1908  : — Strength 
of  the  Regular  Army  on  the  Home 
Establishment    on    1st    October,    1905, 


and  1st  October,  1908 :  Cavalry ;  Ar- 
tillery (Horse  and  Field  Garrison) ;  Foot 
Guards ;  Infantry  of  the  Line ;  other 
arms ;  total.  Number  of  recruits  at- 
tested for  Regular  Army,  1st  October, 
1907,  to  1st  October,  1908:  Militia 
and  Special  Reserve :  Strength  of 
Militia,  1st  October,  1905 :  Infantry ; 
Artillery.  Strength  of  Special  Reserve, 
1st  October,  1908  :  Infantry ;  Artillery. 
Number  of  recruits.  Militia  :  (a)  At- 
tested for  Militia ;  (b)  Transferred  to 
Regular  Army :  1st  October,  1903,  to 
1st  October,  ^1904 ;  1st  October,  1904, 
to  1st  October,  1905  ;  1st  October,  1905, 
to  1st  October,  1906  ;  1st  October,  1906, 
to  1st  October,  1907.  Number  of  re- 
cruits for  Special  Reserves  : — (a)  Attested 
for  Militia  or  Special  Reserve  ;  (6)  Trans- 
ferred to  Regular  Army :  1st  October, 
1907,  to  1st  October,  1908.  Number 
of  Militiamen  imder  twenty,  1st  October, 
1905.  Number  of  Special  Reservists 
under  twenty,  let  October,  1908.  Volun- 
teers : — Number  of  Volunteers,  1st 
October,  1905  :  (a)  Infantry ;  (h)  Ar- 
tillery. Nimiber  of  Territorial  Army, 
Ist  October,  1908:  (a)  Infantry;  (b) 
Artillery.  Volunteer  recruits,  1st 
October,  1904,  to  1st  October,  1905. 
Reciruits  for  Territorial  Army  or 
Volunteers,  1st  October,  1907,  to  1st 
October,  1908.  —  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne  for  Viscount  Midleton.) 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  The  Under- 
Secretary  for  War  has  directed  me  to  say 
that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  agree  to 
the  presentation  of  the  address 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Amendments  reported    (according    to 
order). 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  had  to  move  several  Amendments 
which  the  Government  had  promised 
to  bring  up  on  the  Report  stage.  The 
first  Amendment  he  had  to  submit  to 
their  Lordships  was  one  which  added 
to  the  definition  of  evidence  which  must 
be  given  in  reference  to  the  age  of  the 
applicant  for  a  pension.  The  Amend- 
ment   did    not    alter    the    clause,    but 
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added  the  words  "  by  census  returns 
or  other  documents  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  may  seem  well  to  the  pension 
authorities."  The  whole  clause  would 
then  read  :  "  The  statutory  conditions 
for  the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension 
by  any  person  are :  (1)  The  person 
must  have  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
as  verified  when  practicable  by  a  cer- 
tificate of  birth  or  baptism  or  in  the 
absence  of  such  documents  by  census 
returns  or  other  documents  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  may  seem  sufficient 
to  the  pension  authorities." 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  he  did 
not  think  it  was  quite  clear  as  the  words 
stood  as  amended  by  the  noble  Lord 
that  such  evidence  would  have,  if 
possible,  to  be  obtained.  They  ought 
to  have  more  binding  words  in  the 
clause,  and  he  would  move  that  the 
words  should  be  inserted  "  where  no 
such  certificates  or  documents  are 
obtainable." 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  thought  the  words  were  unnecessary. 
They  had  already  the  words  "  where 
no  such  documents  or  certificates  are 
obtainable." 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  the 
whole  thing  would  be  made  clear  by 
such  words  as  he  had  suggested. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
if  the  noble  Lord  wished  to  have  the 
words  in  he  would  accept  them. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  To  add  the  words  *  where  no  such  certifi- 
cates or  documents  are  obtainable.'" — {Vis- 
count St.  Aldxoyn.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

«« In  pace  3,  line  21,  after  the  word  *  and  * 
to  insert  the  words  *  if  the  term  of  imprison- 
ment to  which  he  is  sentenced  exceeds  one 
month  he  shiJl  be  disqualified.'" — {Viscount 
Wolverhampton, ) 

The"  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he"believed  the  noble  Viscount  had  put 
Viscowid  Wolverhampton. 


down  certain  words,  but  he  understood 
from  Lord  Saltoun  that  he  had  agreed 
with  the  Government  in  an  Amend- 
ment which  was  different  in  words  but 
really  the  same  in  substance.  It  would 
run  as  follows :  "  Li  page  3,  line  21, 
after  the  word  'and  '  to  insert  the  words 
'  If  his  term  of  imprisonment  is  not  less 
than  one  month  he  shall  be  disqualified.* 
The  result  of  that  was  that  he  could 
not  receive  a  pension  while  he  was 
imprisoned.  When  he  left  prison  he 
would  be  disqualified  for  a  further  x>eriod 
of  ten  years  if  his  term  of  imprisonment 
had  been  for  one  month. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  The 
Paper  handed  in  to  me  runs  as  follows : 
"  In  Clause  3,  page  3,  line  21,  after  the 
word  *  and  '  to  insert  the  words  '  if  the 
term  of  imprisonment  to  which  lie  is 
sentenced  exceeds  one  month  he  shall 
be   disqualified.'  " 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  was  the  agreement  come  to. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  said  that  he 
had  raised  the  point  to  which  the  next 
Amendment  referred  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  and  he  imderstood  that  Lord 
Wolverhampton  would  propose  some 
Amendment  to  meet,  in  some  measure, 
the  point  he  placed  before  him.  He 
now  begged  to  move  the  Amendment 
he  had  placed  on  the  Paper,  because 
he  imagined  from  what  fell  from  the 
noble  Viscount  in  Committee,  it  would 
commend  itself  to  the  Government.  It 
was  to  insert  after  the  word  "  him  "  in 
Clause  4,-  the  words  "  as  to  produce 
the  largest  income  that  can  be  reasonably 
obtained  from  it." 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  him, 
to  insert  the  words  *  as  to  produce  the  largest 
income  that  can  be  reasonably  obtained  from 
it "  M  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn. ) 

Lord  FITZMAURICE  said  that  this 
question  was  discussed  at  some  length 
on  the  previous  day,  but  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Viscount  was, 
he  thought,  very  much  reduced  in  im- 
portance, if  he  might  say  so,   by  the 
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suggestion  he  had  now  made.  They 
had  to  point  out  that  any  modification 
of  this  clause  presumably  would  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  rule  as  to  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that  even  if  they  agreed  to  accept  it  in 
any  way  they  could  only  accept  it  subject 
to  a  warning  on  that  subject;  but  having 
repeated  that,  he  saw  no  objection  to 
the  words  which  the  noble  Viscount  had 
proposed. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON 
moved  an  Amendment,  which  he  thought 
would  meet  the  approval  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite. 


Amtendm«nt  moved- 


the 
insert 


**  In  page  5,  line*  20,  to  leave  ont  from 
word '  tnem  *  to  the  end  of  line  26,  and  to  in 
the  words  *  if  any  person  is  agmeyed  by  the 
refusal  or  neglect  of  the  local  pension  com- 
mittee to  consider  a  claim  foi;  a  pension  or  to 
determine  on  any  question  referred  to  them, 
that  person  may  apply  in  the  prescribed 
manner  to  the  central  pension  authority,  and 
that  authority  may,  if  they  consider  that  the 
local  pension  committee  have  refused  or 
neglected  to  consider  and  determine  the  claim 
or  question  within  a  reasonable  time,  them- 
selves consider  and  determine  the  claim  or 
?[uestion  in  the  same  manner  as  on  an  appeal 
rom  the  decision  of  the  local  pension  com- 
mittee.'"— (Viscount  Wolverhampton,) 

Lord  ATKINSON  indicated  that  he 
was  satisfied  with  the  Amendment  of 
the  noble  Viscount. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  ATKINSON  said  he  wished  to 
move  a  clause  in  connection  with  what 
occurred  on  the  previous  night.  He 
moved  then  that  any  member  of  the 
committee  should  have  the  power  of 
appeal,  snd  he  did  not  withdraw  the 
Amendment,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
pressed  it,  and  he  understood  it  was 
agreed  to.  He  now  understood,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  some  mistake,  and 
the  easiest  way  of  correcting  that  mis- 
take was  to  move  a  new  clause  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  Amendment 
he  moved  on  the  previous  day.  He 
dared  say  the  fault  was  his.     It  enabled 


any  member  of  the  contmittee  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  th*  committee  to 
the  central  authority.  He  thought  that 
perhaps  an  objection  might  be  made 
to  that,  that  if  a  member  did  not  choose 
to  attend  the  committee  he  should  not 
be  allowed  to  appeal  after  the  com- 
mittee had  arrived  at  a  certain  decision 
of  which  he  might  disapprove,  and 
therefore  he  proposed  to  move  a  new 
clause  in  a  more  restricted  form,  as 
follows  :  "  Section  7,  Clause  (rf),  the 
expression  *  party  aggrieved'  shall  include 
a  member  of  the  said  committee  who 
has  taken  part  in  the  consideration  of 
the  report,  and  has  dissented  from  the 
decision."  The  noble  Viscount  would 
see  that  that  limited  it  very  much  and 
only  conferred  the  privilege  of  appeal 
on  a  person  who  had  comte  to  the  com- 
mittee and  endeavoured  to  do  his  duty 
in  that  respect. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  understood  from  his  advisers  that 
there  was  a  mistake  on  the  previous 
night  in  the  Amendment  and  that  the 
Amendment  now  moved  was  substantially 
agreed  to.  Therefore,  the  Government 
would  now  assent  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  7,  to  add  a  further  sub-clause 
{d)  The  expression  "  party  aggrieved  "  shaU 
include  a  member  of  the  said  committee 
who  has  taken  part  in  the  consideration  of  the 
report  and  has  dissented  from  the  decision.*  *' 
— (Lord  Atkinson.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  FITZMATJRICE  moved,  in  Clause 
8,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  means 
and."  It  was  merely  a  drafting  Amend- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  Amendment 
carried  on  the  previous  day  with  re- 
ference to  the  M  tropolitan  boroughs. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  8,  line  37,  to  omit  the  words  '  means 
and.*  " — (Lord  Fitzmaurice.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  6,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  London/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  the  expcession  "  copicil 
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of  a  borough  "  includes  the  council  of  a  metro- 
politan borough,  and  in  respect  to  the  City  of 
liondon  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commoners 
of  the  City  of  London  in  common  council 
assembled.'*^'*— {r*e  Marquess  of  Salisbury.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Viscount  WOLV E  RH  AMPT  O N 
moved  to  insert  a  new  subsection  in 
Clause  8,  which  he  said,  was  con- 
sidered to  be  a  desirable  addition. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  18,  to  insert  the  words, 
'Any   reference  in  this  Act  to  the  pension 
authority  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to 
the  pension  officer,  the  local,  pension  com-  | 
mittee  and  the  central  pension  authority,  or  to  i 
any  one   of  them,  as  the  case  requires." —  ' 
{Vtscount  Wolverhampton,)  I 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to.    I 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
that  Gause  9  as  it  originally  passed  the  I 
House  c<)ntained  these  words  :    "  If  for  i 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  or  continuing  | 
an  old-age  pension  under  this  Act,  either  | 
for  himself  or  for  any  other  person,  or  i 
for   the   purpose   of   obtaining  or   con-  , 
tinning    an  old-age  pension  under  this 
Act  for  himself  or  for  any  other  person  | 
at  a  higher  rate  than  that  appropriated 
to  the  case,  any  person  knowingly  makes 
any  false  statement  or  false  representa- 
tion, or  if  it  appears."     Whom  it  was  to 
appear  to  was  not   stated,  and  it  evi- 
dently would  create  a  great  deal  of  doubt, 
and  what  he  proposed  was  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  it  appears  that,"  so  that  it 
would  read :    "  Any   person    knowingly 
makes    any    false    statement    or    false 
representation,    or    if    any    person    has 
directly  or  indirectly  deprived  himself 
of  any  income  or  property  in  order  to 
qualify   himself   for   the   receipt   of    an 
old-age  pension,  or  for    the  receipt  of 
an  old-age  pension  at  a  higher  rate  than 
that  to   which  he  would   otherwise   be 
entitled    under    this    Act,    he    shall    be 
liable   on    summary   conviction   to   im- 
prisonment  for   a   term   not   exceeding 
six  months,  with  hard  labour."     It  was 
only  a  drafting  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved —  ! 

I 
'*  In  page  6,  lines  24  and  26,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  it  appears  that.*  ** — [Viscount  W  of  vet-  \ 
ham'pUyn,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreedto.     i 


Drafting  Amendmetnts  agreed  to. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAlfPTON  said 
they  proposed  to  make  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill  on  the  next 
day. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPBRDOWN  asked 
if  they  could  not  take  it  now. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON  said 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  do  so,  but 
he  was  given  to  understand  that  it  would 
be  against  the  rules  of  the  House.  He 
would  like,  if  their  Lordships  would 
allow  him,  to  explain  that  this  had  been 
a  very  rapid  progress,  but  the  reason,  he 
was  sure  their  Lordships  would  apprecia- 
ate,  was  the  time  of  the  session,  and  the 
absolute  necessity  if  possible  in  order 
that  Parliament  might  be  adjourned  on 
Saturday,  that  these  Amendments,  after 
the  Bill  had  been  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow morning,  which  he  hoped  could 
be  done,  should  go  to  the  House  of 
Commons  at  once.  Otherwise  they  would 
run  the  risk  of  being  kept  there  over 
Sunday.  Would  he  be  in  order  if  he 
moved  that  the  Bill  should  have  prece- 
dence to-morrow  over  other  business  ? 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  they  must  give  notice  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders,  and  it  could  then 
have  precedence  to-morrow,  but  he  did 
not  think  they  could  move  now  that  the 
Bill  should  have  precedence  without 
giving  notice,  as  it  was  a  matter  which 
involved  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow,  and  to 
be   printed   as   amended.     (No.    197.) 


ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS  DUTIES)  BILL. 
SEED    POTATOES    AND    SEED    OATS 

SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Read    3*    (according    to    order),    and 


LUNACY  BILL. 
[Second  Readino.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

The    lord    CHANCELLOR:     This 
Bill  is  produced  with  the  utmost  brevity 
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my  Lords,  because  all  the  clauses  have 
already  received  the  sanction  of  this 
Honse  in  former  Bills.  The  real  purpose 
of  the  Bill  is  to  extend  the  administrative 
powers  imder  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890, 
with  regard  to  the  estates  of  lunatics 
and  other  matters.  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 


Moved,     "That    the    Bill    be 
read  2»."— (7fc  Lord  CJianceUor,) 


now 


On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2», 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
IVhole  House  to-morrow. 


IffAVAL     LANDS     (VOLUNTEERS)     BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  Second  Reading 
Tead. 

The  Eabl  of  QRANARD  :  This  Bill  is 
of  a  very  simple  character.  It  is  designed 
to  apply  to  Naval  Volunteers,  who  were 
•created  in  1903,  the  same  benefits  as 
accrue  to  the  land  Volunteers  or  the 
Territorial  Army,  as  I  think  they  are  now 
<jalled,  with  regard  to  the  hiring  of  land 
and  the  acquisition  of  land  by  these 
bodies.  It  is  very  useful  for  the  erection 
of  buildings  and  drill  halls,  and  the  Naval 
Volunteers  can  then  borrow  money  at  a 
lower  rate  of  interest  than  they  w.ould 
otherwise  be  able  to  do.  I  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time." — (The  Earl  of  Qranard.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  Read  2*,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 


WHALE    FISHERIES    (IRELAND)    BILL. 
Bill   read    3*    (according  to  order). — 
{Lord  Denman,) 

Lord  DENMAN :  I  beg  to  move  to 
leave  out  subsection  (1),  in  Clause  5, 
page  4.  Off  the  coasts  of  Ireland,  the 
whale  has  a  different  rank  or  class  to 
what  it  has  off  Scotland.  Off  the  coast 
of  Ireland  it  is  a  Royal  fish,  but  off 
Scotland  it  is  only  an  ordinary  fish. 


Amendment  moved— 

« In  pajze  4,  to  leare  oat  sabseotion  (1)  of 
Clause  5,  —-{Lord  Denman,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill    passed,    and    returned    to    the 
Commons. 


COSTS    IN    CRIMINAL   CASES    BILL. 
Read    3»   (according    to   order),    and 
passed. 

MARRIED  WOMEN'S  PROPERTY  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


POLLING    DISTRICTS    AND    REGISTRA- 
TION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order). 

Ajnendment  moved — 

**  In  page  2,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  of,*  to 
insert  the  word  *  Parliamentary.' " — {Lord 
Denman. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  in. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'for  Ireland.*  " — (Lord  Denman.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mon s. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  DITIHAM  BILL 
Read  3*    (according  to    order),    and 


GRAND    JURY    (IRELAND)    ACT,     1836, 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend* 
ment.  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


REGISTRATION  BILL.  [h.l.]. 
Commons  Amendments  considered  (on 
Motion),  and  agreed  to. 


House  adjoTjmed  at  half-past 
Ten  o'clock,  till^  To-morrow, 
a  quarter  pa»    ~ 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  29th  July,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  a  Quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Criccieth  Water  and  Improvement 
Bill ;  Padiham  Urban  District  Council 
Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Central  Ireland  Electric  Power  Bill ; 
Gosport  (Jas  feill ;  London  County 
Council  (General  Powers)  Bill. — Lords 
Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  23rd  July,  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords]. — Lords  Amendments  to 
Commons  Amendments,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  23rd  July, 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 
—Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  243 
be  suspended;  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time. — (The  Deputy  Chair- 
man.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [Lords]. 
—Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  243 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time. — (The  Deputy  Chair- 
man.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act 
(1904)  Amendment  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered 
That  Standing  Order  243  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time. — (The  Deputy  Chairman.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Commons  Regiilation  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill. — Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords], — Read  a 
second  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 

MESSAGE  F^OM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to : — Polling 
Districts  (County  Councils)  Bill ;  Polling 
Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs) 
Bill ;  Lanark  Corporation  (Extension 
of  Boundaries,  etc.)  Order  ConfirmatioD 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  9)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
10)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  11)  Bill;  Dover  Graving 
Docks  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  : — Gas  and  Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]; 
Annnianf  ord  Urban  District  Coimcil  Water 
Bill  [Lords]  ;  Great  Northern,  Piccadillr» 
and  Brompton  Railway  Bill  [Locds], 
Keighley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]; 
Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords];  Rhymnev  and  Aber  Valleys 
Gas  and  Water  Bill  [Lords];  Wath 
and  Bolton  Gas  Board  Bill  [Lords], 
without  Amendmrent. 

Amendment  to  : — Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order 
(No.  3)  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confer  the  Municipal  Fran- 
chise upon  Mercantile  Corporations  and 
Companies."  [Municipal  Franchise  (Mer- 
cantile Corporations  and  Companies) 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  t» 
regulate  the  turning  out  upon  Connnons 
of  Entire  Animals."  [Commons  Bill 
[Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intitule!,  "An 
Act  to  enable  Rules  to  be  made  regulating 
the  procedure  with  respect  to  Pro- 
visional Orders  made  by  the  Board  of 
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Trade  and  the  Local  Government  Boara 
under  certain  Acts  of  Parliament,  and 
for  other  matters  incidental  thereto." 
[Provisional  Orders  Procedure  Bill 
[Lords]. 


PETITIONS. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kirriemuir,  for  altera- 
tion ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.  BILL. 
Petition  from  Lambeth,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :     From  Bristol ; 
Crediton  ;    Ebbw  Vale  ;    Haurmersmith  ; 
and  Mile  End  Road  (two) ;    to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Petitions  against :  From  Marshfield  ; 
and  Steeple  Ashton  and  other  places  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE   OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS   ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Two  Petitions  from  Thome,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRAMWAY  ORDERS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings 
under  the  Tramways  Act,  1870,  during 
the  Session  of  1908  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRAMWAYS  AND  LIGHT  RAILWAYS 
(STREET  AND  ROAD). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  14th  April ;  Mr,  Uayd-Oeorge]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  oe  printed. 
[No.  268.1 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF 
DURHAM). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Council  of  the  County  of  Durham 
altering  certain  Polling  Districts  in  the 
Chester-le-Street  Parliamentary  Division 
[by  Act] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Interim  Report 
under  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments- 
Acts  to  the  30th  June,  1908  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT  (SCOT- 

LAND)  ACT,  18d8.  I 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing 
the  Total  Payments  into  and  out  of  the 
Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Account  for 
the  financial  year  1907-8  [by  Command] 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES    (SCOTLAND)    ACT,    1889- 
(ORDINANCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  University  Court 
Ordinance  No.  28  (Edinburgh,  No.  10) 
(Regulations  for  Higher  Degress  in  Arts 
and  Science)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  269.] 

ADMIRALTY  CASUALTIES,  ETC. 
Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered     27th     May;      Mr,      Vincent 
Kennedy] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  270.] 

PAPERS  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE: 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
County  of  Lancaster).— Further  Return 
relative  thereto  (ordered  8th  August, 
1898  ;  Mr,  Grant  Lawson]  ;  to  be  printed- 
[No.  271.] 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
(bounty  of  Lancaster)  and  Inquiry  into 
Charities  (County  Borough  of  Preston) 
and  Inquiry  into  Charities  (County 
Borough  of  Barrow-in-Furness).  — 
Further  Returns  and  Return  relative 
thereto  [ordered  8th  August,  1898,  26th 
July,  1905,  and  25th  March,  1903  ;  Mr, 
Grant  Lawson  and  Mr,  Griffith  Bos- 
catDcn]  ;   to  be  printed.     [No.  272.] 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
County  of  Wilts).— Further  Return  re- 
lative  thereto  [ordered  9th  August, 
1901 ;  Mr,  Griffith  Boscamn]  ;  to  be 
printed.     [No.  273.] 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
County  of  Berks).— Further  Return  re- 
lative   thereto    [ordered    28th    March,. 
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1905  ;     Mr,  Griffith  Boscatoen]  ;     to  be 
printed.    [No.  274.] 

•CIVIL  SERVANTS  (RETIREMENT  AT  THE 
AGE  OF  SIXTY-FIVE). 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Treasury  Minu^, 
dated  the  27th  day  of  July,  1908,  stating 
the  circumstances  under  which  certain 
Civil  Servants  have  been  retained  in 
the  service  after  they  have  attained 
the  age  of  Sixty-five,  and  of  the  Return 
therein  referred  to." — (Mr.  Habhtmse.) 

COUNTY   COURTS    (PLAINTS   AND 
SITTINGS). 

Address  for  "  Return  from  every 
County  Court  in  England  and  Wales 
of  the  total  number  of  Plaints,  etc., 
entered  in  each  County  Court  from  the 
Ist  day  of  January  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1907,  both  days  inclusive, 
•distinguishing  those  not  exceeding  £20, 
those  above  £20  and  not  exceeding  £50, 
those  above  £50  and  not  exceeding  £100, 
and  those  by  agreement  over  £100. 

"  And  of  the  Sittings  of  the  CJounty 
Courts  in  England  and  Wales  holden 
before  the  Judges  of  such  Courts  in  the 
year  1907  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  258,  of  Session 
1907)."— (ilfr.  HerheH  Samuel.) 

EDUCATIONAL  EXPENDITURE 
(COLONIES). 

Address  for  "  Return  showing,  for 
each  of  the  last  five  years  for  which  the 
figures  are  complete  and  available,  the 
Expenditure  of  the  Governments  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  its  Provinces 
respectively,  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  and  of  its  constituent  States 
repectively,  of  the  Cape  Colony  and  of 
Natal,  and  of  New  Zealand,  on  Education, 
elementary,  technical,  secondary,  and 
university,  showing  separately  any  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  on  scholar- 
ships and  on  post-graduate  or  research 
work,  specially  in  connection  with  science 
and  agriculture,  as  well  as  with  other 
subjects  and  industries ;'  in  the  case  of 
consolidation  of  schools,  the  money  spent 
out  of  public  funds,  and,  where  possible, 
out  of  private  funds,  to  be  indicated, 
whether  in  the  construction,  equipment, 
•  or  maintenance  of  central  schools,  or  in 
the  conveyance  of  children,  or  in  other 
ways,  and  the  numbers  of  children  in 


average  attendance,  boys  and  girls  re- 
spectively, in  such  schools  to  be  stated*" 
— (Mr..  Vemey.) 


EAST 


FOR 


INDL4      (PROSECUTIONS 
SPEECHES,  ETC.). 

Address  for  "  Return  of  Prosecutions 
for  Seditious  Speeches  and  Writings 
which  have  been  instituted  in  India  since 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1907,  showing 
the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  persons 
charged,  the  courts  which  tried  them, 
the  precise  character  of  the  charge,  and 
the  decision  in  each  case." — (Sir  Henry 
CoUon.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Treatment  of  the  Grew  of  the 
"Stiathyre;' 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middlee- 
brough) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  attempted  escape  from  the 
British  steamer  "Strathyre"  at  the 
port  of  New  York  of  twenty-five  Chinese 
sailors  and  firemen  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  two  of  these  Chinamen  were  drowned 
as  a  consequence  of  their  attempt  to 
escape ;  whether  he  will  cause  a  public 
inquiry  to  be  held  to  ascertain  if  the 
Chinamen  in  question  had  been  sub- 
jected to  ill-usage  ;  whether  he  has  any 
official  reports  showing  that  twenty- 
three  of  these  Chinamen  are  being  de- 
ported to  Liverpool  on  the  steamship 
"  Lusitania  "  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  insist  on  the  owners  of  the  steamer 
"  Strathyre  *'  paying  the  expenses  of 
deporting  these  twenty-three  Chinamen 
to  their  homes  in  China. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill).  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend,  and  I  am 
aware  that  two  of  the  Chinese  seamen 
were  drowned  in  consequence  of  an 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  steamship. 
I  understand  that  an  inquiry  into  the 
case  has  been  instituted  by  the  New 
York  authorities,  and  as  soon  as  I  am 
acquainted  with  its  result  I  will  consider 
whether  any  further  action  is  called  for. 
Three  of  the  Chinamen  have  been  de- 
tained in  connection  with  the  New  York 
inquiry,  but  the  remaining  twenty  have 
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been  sent  to  Liverpool  on  the  steamship 
■"  Lusitania."  Without  further  informa- 
tion as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
the  seamen  have  been  sent  to  this 
-country,  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
the  owners  can  be  required  to  repatriate 
the  men  to  China.  They  will,  however, 
be  called  upon  to  pay  any  expenses  to 
^hich  they  may  be  liable. 

Oounty  Westmaftth  Bevalnation  Cost. 

Sir  WALTER  NUGENT  (West- 
meath,  8.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  he  will  give  directions  to 
bave  a  separate  account  kept  of  the  work 
done  and  expenses  incurred  by  the 
<!!ommis8ioner  of  Valuation  in  connection 
with  the  annual  revision  of  valuation  of 
-the  county  Westmeath,  and  that  par- 
ticulars of  the  same  may  be  furnished 
to  the  county  council. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hohhouse,)  I  am 
informed  that  the  course  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  is  impracticable. 


Delay  In  appointment  of  Sab-postmaster 
at  Dnnleer. 
HIr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Creneral 
if  he  can  say  what  is  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  appointing  a  sub-postmaster 
to  the  vacancy  which  exists  at  Dunleer, 
County  Louth,  Ireland ;  whether  it  is 
intended  to  appoint  a  constable  who  is 
at  present  a  member  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary,  and  who  is  a  candidate 
for  the  position  ;  whether  there  are  any 
other  candidates  for  the  vacancy  ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  fill  the  position  without 
further  delay. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buoston.) 
The  sub-postmaster  of  Dunleer,Drogheda, 
has  given  notice  of  his  intended  resigna- 
tion, but  he  is  not  due  to  relinquish  his 
appointment  until  23rd  September  next, 
three  months  notice  being  necessary. 
A  new  sub-postmaster  will  be  selected  as 
soon  as  the  necessary  inquiries  regarding 
the  qualifications  of  the  various  candi- 
•dates  have  been  completed. 

•    Szamination  for  Orersean  at  Cork 
Post  Office. 

Mr.  a.  ROCHE  (Cork) :   To   ask   the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state  on 


whose  authority  have  sorting  clerks  and 
telegraphists  in  the  Cork  sorting  office 
been  recently  examined  for  the  position 
of  overseer,  what  are  the  subjects  of 
examination,  and  who  are  the  examiners ; 
and  will  he  on  this  occasion  consider  the 
claims  to  this  position  of  sorting  clerks 
and  telegraphists  who  have  been  per- 
forming overseer's  duty  for  a  number 
of  years  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
department. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Bfixton.) 
The  hon.  Member  has  been  misinformed. 
There  has  been  no  examination  for  the 
position  of  overseer  at  Cork.  Some  of 
the  senior  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists 
however,  have  been  afiorded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  their  ability  for  certain 
writing  work  which  forms  an  important 
part  of  the  duties  of  overseer  at  Cork. 
In  accordance  with  the  rule  of  the 
service,  the  claims  and  qualifications  of 
all  the  senior  eligible  officers  will  be  duly 
considered  before  any  promotion  is  made 
to  the  position  of  overseer,  and  the 
officer  will  be  selected  who  is,  in  my 
opinion,  best  qualified  for  the  efficient 
performance  of  the  duties. 

Telegraphic  Delay  at  Oork. 
Mr.  a.  ROCHE  :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  he  will  issue  a  Return 
showing  the  delay  on  the  telegraphic 
work  dealt  with  in  the  Cork  post  office 
during  the  period  29th  June  to  11th 
July,  and  if  he  will  say  if  such  delay  was 
abnormal,  and  what  were  the  causes  ; 
can  he  also  give  the  number  of  hours 
overtime  performed  daily  in  the  tele- 
graph office  during  this  period  ;  is  he 
aware  that  members  of  the  Cork  tele- 
graph staff  are  compelled  to  work  three 
and  four  hours  overtime  per  diem  ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  consider  the  advisability  of 
increasing  the  staff  of  the  Cork  telegraph 
office. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
During  the  period  in  question  some 
unusual  delay  occurred,  resulting  mainly 
from  wire  failures  and  from  the  handing 
in  of  press  matter  of  which  notice  had 
not  been  given.  The  average  daily 
amount  of  overtime  performed  in  the 
instrument  room  during  the  period 
stated  was  seventy- three  hours.  No 
officer  was  compelled  to  work  overtime. 
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A  revision  of  the  Cork  indoor  force  is 
now  being  prepared,  wliich  I  hope  will 
do  much  to  diminish  the  overtime. 

Mess  Payment  System  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  has  had  imder  consideration  the 
hardship  inflicted  on  men  who  have 
entrusted  their  savings  for  the  payment 
of  mess  debts  to  a  mess  caterer  who 
subsequently  deserts  with  the  money ; 
and  whether,  in  conjunction  with  the 
pay  department  of  the  ships,  or  in  the 
case  of  destroyers  with  the  pay  depart- 
ment of  the  parent  ship,  some  more 
responsible  system  can  be  adopted. 

{Anstoered  hy  Mr,  McKenna.)  This 
point  has  been  met,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  by  the  new  victualling  system 
which  came  into  force  on  1st  October 
last.  Under  this  system  the  canteen 
tenant  must  submit  a  statement  to  the 
commanding  officer,  within  forty-eight 
hours  of  the  payment  of  the  messing 
allowances,  showing  what  debts  are  still 
due  to  him  from  messes,  thus  greatly 
reducing  the  possibility  of  misappropria- 
tion. Further,  in  all  ships  bearing  an 
accoimtant  officer,  the  paymaster  himself 
settles  the  mess  debt  with  the  canteen  out 
of  the  money  due  to  the  mess.  It  is  not 
considered  practicable  or  desirable  for  the 
Admiralty  to  go  further  than  this. 

Spark  Catchers  on  Factory  Chimneys. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether,  in  the  case  of  factory  chimneys 
in  the  vicinity  of  danger  buildings  where 
explosives  are  manufactured,  regulations 
are  made  ordering  the  chinmeys  to  be 
fitted  with  spark  catchers  withiia  certain 
limits  of  distance ;  and,  if  so,  what  is 
the  date  of  the  regulation  and  what  is  the 
authorised  limit. 

(Anstoered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
There  is  no  general  regulation  to  this 
effect,  but  the  fitting  of  a  spark  catcher 
is  an  ordinary  precaution  which  is  very 
often  adopted  in  explosives  factories ; 
and  in  factories  licensed  under  the  Ex- 
plosives Act  the  fitting  of  an  efficient 
spark  catcher  is,  where  deemed  necessary, 
specifically  required.     A   spark   catcher 


is  practically  never  required  for  the 
chimney  shaft  of  another  factory  in  the 
vicinity  of  an  explosives  factory,  because 
each  danger  building  of  an  explosives 
factory  (if  licensed  under  the  Act)  has 
to  observe  a  specified  distance  from 
every  factory  outside  the  licensed  area. 

Education  Grants. 
Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation whether  grants  are  still  being 
made  to  local  education  authorities  to 
assist  in  the  provision  of  public  elementary 
schools  in  cases  where  the  existing  school 
accommodation  is  wholly  of  a  denomina- 
tional character. 

(Ar^stoered  by  Mr.  Rundman,)  Yes, 
Sir,  but  only  in  settlement  of  cases  already 
provisionally  approved  by  the  Board. 

Haval  and  Military  Oourts  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS :  To  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  the  Grovernment  will 
grant  a  Return  giving  a  list  of  all  inquiries 
which  have  been  held  into  naval  and 
military  affairs  since  the  year  1800,  the 
Reports  of  which  have  been  published 
as  Parliamentary  Papers. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  I  see  no- 
objection  to  granting  this  Return. 

Breeding  of  Kerry  Oattle. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland) 
whether,  seeing  the  importance  of  the 
breed  of  Kerry  cattle  and  the  necessity 
of  keeping  the  breed  pure,  he  will  take 
any  steps  to  establish  a  breeding  centre 
in  some  part  in  the  County  Kerry. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  T,  W.  Russell.)  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  havej[recog- 
nised  the  importance  of  the  breed  fof 
Kerry  cattle  by  establishing  a  dairy  herd 
book,  in  which  the  owners  of  animals  that 
conform  to  type  and  are  of  good  milking 
quality  can  have  them  entered,*80  that 
their  progeny  may  be  eligible  forjservioe 
premiums.  All  the  breeders  of  Kerry 
cattle  may  participate  in  this  schemer 
and  the  benefits  likely  to  accrue  there- 
from  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Depart- 
ment, much' greater  than  would  follow 
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from  the  establishment  of  a  breeding 
centre  as  suggested  in  the  Question. 

Promotion  in  the  King's  Liverpool 
Regiment. 

Mb.  CROSFIELD  (Warrington) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  October,  1901, 
two  extra  battalions  of  the  Bang's  Liver- 
pool Regiment  were  disbanded ;  that 
the  officers  who  then  became  supernumer- 
ary have  only  just  been  absorbed,  owing 
to  which  cause  promotion  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly slow,  especially  in  the  junior 
ranks  ;  and  whether  in  view  of  these  facts, 
he  will  take  measures  to  prevent  officers 
being  brought  into  the  King's  Liverpool 
Regiment  from  other  regiments. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Hcddane.) 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
fully  considered,  and  there  did  not  appear 
to  be  any  reason  why  this  regiment 
should  not  take  its  quota  of  the  super- 
numeraries like  the  other  regiments. 
The  hon.  Member  may  not  be  aware  that 
the  regiment  got  the  entire  benefit  of 
the  promotion  entailed  by  the  augmen- 
tation of  1900,  which  had  only  been 
partially  carried  out  when  it  was  aban- 
doned in  the  following  year.  No  officers 
-were  brought  in  from  other  regiments 
AS  in  the  case  of  other  augmented  regi- 
ments. So  far,  therefore,  from  the 
officers  suffering  by  the  partial  aug- 
mentation and  subsequent  reduction 
the  reverse  has  been  the  case. 

Territorial  Association  and  Bifle 
Shooting. 
Captain  MORRISON-BELL  (Devon- 
shire, Ashburton)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  desire  which  exists  in  practically 
every  part  of  the  country  for  gaining 
experience  in  rifle  shooting  through 
miniature  rifle  clubs ;  and  whether  he 
would  be  prepared,  through  the  Terri- 
torial Associations,  or  otherwise,  to 
co-ordinate  and  organise  this  movement, 
so  that  this  desire  may  be  utilised  in 
some  practical  way  towards  helping  in 
the  national  defence. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
I  am  aware  of  the  general  interest  that  is 
taken  in  miniature  rifle  clubs,  but  it  is 
impossible  at  present  to  ask  the  associa- 


tions to  take  the  matter  up  ^ile  they 
have  so  much  other  work  on  hand.  A 
War  Office  committee  will,  however, 
consider  the  question  later  on  in  the 
autumn  in  conjimction  with  the  associa- 
tions. 

Appointments  and  Bank  of  Officers  on 
the  Special  Beeerye. 

Mr.  GODFREY  BARING  (Isle  of 
Wight) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  in  what  rank  officers  of  the 
Special  Reserve  will  be  attached  to 
Regular  battalions ;  for  what  time  such 
appointments  will  last ;  who  will  be. 
responsible  for  the  selection  of  the  officer 
to  be  appointed ;  and  whether  the 
officer  commanding  the  Regular  battalion 
will  be  consulted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
When  officers  of  the  Special  Reserve  are 
attached  to  Regular  battalions  they  will 
be  employed  in  the  rank  they  hold  in  the 
Special  Reserve.  The  probable  duration 
would  be  stated  at  the  time  when  such 
emplojrment  was  being  offered ;  it  is 
impossible  to  state  it  now.  Officers  of 
the  Special  Reserve  who  desire  employ- 
ment with  Regular  units  register  their 
names  with  the  officer  commanding  the 
district,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  Special  Reserve 
unit.  The  selection  of  the  Special 
Reserve  officer  would  rest  with  the  War 
Office.  The  officer  commanding  the  Regu- 
lar battalion  will  not  necessarily  be 
consulted. 

Direct  British  Steamship  Line  to 
East  Africa. 
Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  can  yet  see  their  way  toward 
promoting  or  establishing  a  direct  British 
steamship  line  to  East  Africa. 

{An^swered  by  Colonel  Sedy. )  The  ques- 
tion is  engaging  the  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  While  endea- 
vouring to  find  a  satisfactory  solution  of 
it  they  are  not  at  present  in  a  position 
to  make  any  public  statement. 

Religions  Instruction  in  Prussian, 

Bavarian,  and  Belgian  Schools. 
Lord   R.    CECIL   (Marylebone,   E.)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
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Affairs  what  provision  is  made  for 
religious  instruction  in  the  elementary 
schools  in  Prussia,  Bavaria,  and  Belgium. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  I  cannot  at  such  short  notice 
furnish  the  desired  information,  but  the 
correspondence  will  be  examined  and,  if 
necessary,  reports  on  the  subject  will  be 
obtained. 

Letter  Deliveries  at  Derreenavntrig 
and  Bullougli. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  there  is  only  one  delivery  of 
letters  in  the  week  to  residents  in  the 
districts  of  Derreenavurrig  and  Bullough 
near  Sneem,  County  Kerry ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  inconvenience  thereby 
caused,  he  can  arrange  for  improved 
postal  facilities. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,)  I 
have  called  for  a  Report  on  this  subject, 
and  on  its  receipt  I  will  send  the  hon. 
Member  a  reply. 

Hastiagv  and  St.  Leonards  Post  Oflces. 

Mr.  DU  CROS  (Hastings):  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  when  the  indoor 
staff  at  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
ofl&ces  will  be  revised  so  as  to  initiate  the 
rotation  of  duties  promised  in  February, 
1907  ;  and  on  what  date  the  new  8)rstem 
will  commence. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,) 
The  revision  of  the  indoor  force  at  Hast- 
ings and  St.  Leonards  will  shortly  be 
carried  out.  The  revision  will  provide 
for  the  employment  of  each  officer  in 
rotation  on  the  various  duties  in  which 
he  would  be  required  to  become  efficient. 

"Nut  Butter." 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if  it  has  been 
decided  whether  the  compoimd  generally 
known  as  nut  butter,  when  prepared 
entirely  from  nuts,  of  a  brown  colour, 
and  free  from  any  trace  of  animal  fat, 
comes  within  the  definition  of  margarine 
in  Section  13  of  the  Butter  and  Margarine 
Act,  1907  ;    and  whether  the  Board  will 


consider  the  advisability  of  introducing 
an  amending  Bill  to  remove  doubts  and 
to  enable  this  vegetable  compound  to  be 
sold  as  nuttine  or  under  some  similar 
name  which  does  not  convey  the  nus- 
leading  suggestion  that  it  is  made  up  of 
animal  fat. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey,) 
Any  decision  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  section  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
refers  rests  with  the  Courts  and  not  with 
the  Board.  We  do  not  consider  that  any 
Amendment  of  the  Act  in  the  direction 
suggested  is  called  for. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Beiiartment 
Offidala. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  seeing  that  acting  examiners  in 
the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 
receive  £122  10s.  per  annum  during  their 
eighth  year  of  service,  and  that  on 
completing  their  eighth  year  they 
are  promoted  and  given  a  superior 
certificate,  but  with  a  reduced  salary 
of  £115  per  annum,  he  will  quote 
any  general  rule  or  authority  under  which 
promoted  officials  suffer  loss  on  promotion 
and  for  a  considerable  number  of  years, 
thereafter. 

{Aruwered    by    Mr,    Hobhouse.)    The 
officers  referred  to  are  Second  Division 
clerks,  who  on  completing  eight  years 
service  are  eligible  for  promotion  to  the 
class  of  examiners  in  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department.    As  Second  Division 
clerks  they  have  the  right,  under  Clauses- 
5  and  6  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  21st 
December,   1907,  to  elect  to  be  placed 
upon  the  new  scale  of  salaries  prescribed 
by  that  Order.    But  it  has  been  decided 
in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  similar  cases  in 
other  offices,  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
varying  in  their  favour  the  conditions  of 
promotion    to    the    class    of    examiners 
which  were  contemplated  on  the  recent 
reorganisation  of  the  Department.     Any 
such  clerk,  therefore,  who,  having  elected 
under    the    above-mentioned    Order    in 
Council  to  be  placed  upon  the  new  scale 
becomes  qualified  and  is  recommended 
for  promotion,  is  required  to  enter  the 
scale  of  the  examiner  class  at  the  point 
at  which  he  would  have  arrived  had  he- 
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continued  to  serve  as  a  Second  Division 
clerk  on  the  old  scale  up  to  the  date  of 
promotion. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  state  how 
many  local  auditors  and  assistant  auditors 
abroad  have  now  signified  their  intention 
of  returning  to  the  headquarters  of  the 


Exchequer  and  Audit  Department,  and 
the  age,  kngth  of  service  at  home,  and 
length  of  service  abroad  of  each. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Hobhouse.)  Eleven 
auditors  and  assistant  auditors  have 
accepted  the  new  scheme  of  amalgamation 
The  information  as  to  age  and  service  is  as 
follows — 


Service  in  Colonial  Audit  Department. 

Number. 

Ago. 

At  Home. 

Abroad. 

1 

30 

8  months 

6  years  5  months 

2 

25 

Hi      „ 

2    „     10      „ 

3 

27 

2  years  2  months 

2    „     10      „ 

4 

27 

10^  months 

2    „       5      „ 

5 

29 

2  years  4  months 

3    „       3      „ 

6 

29 

1      „     2       „ 

4    .,       3      „ 

7 

29 

1      „     3       „ 

8  years 

•    8 

27 

10  months 

2  years  3  months 

9 

29 

1  year  7  months 

4    „     10      „ 

10 

28 

1     „     2       „ 

4    „     10      „ 

11 

33 

— 

3  years* 

♦  Served  previously  from  1892  under  various  Colonial  Governments. 


Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  return- 
in  Colonial  auditors  and  assistant  auditors 
will  have  their  names  interspersed  with 
those  of  the  former  members  of  the  main 
establishment  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department,  but  with  considerably 
higher  salaries,  and  that  service  abroad  is 
held  out  as  a  special  qualification  for 
promotion,  he  will  explain  how  the 
interests  of  the  former  members  of  the 
main  establishment  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department  are  safeguarded  in  this 
procedure. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Hobhouse,)  This  is  a 
matter  which,  under  Section  9  of  the 


Exchequer  and  Audit  Departments  Act, 
is  within  the  discretion  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General. 

Agricultural  Oradit  Banks. 
Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley)  : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  in  view  of 
the  powers  contained  in  Section  39  of  the 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act  on 
the  subject  of  co-operative  and  credit 
bank  societies,  and  of  the  determination 
of  the  Government  not  to  give  its  sanction 
to  any  scheme  of  agricultural  credit  banks 
involving  imlimited  liability,  the  Board 
will  direct  full  inquiries  to  be  made  and  a 
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Report  issued  upon  the  systems  of 
agricultural  credit  practised  in-Qermany, 
Austria,  France,  and  Italy,  so  as  to 
ascertain  whether  and  to  what  extent 
agricultural  credit  societies  in  those 
-countries  are  under  limited  liability  ;  or, 
if  not,  whether  unlimited  liability  has 
^entailed  those  detrimental  consequences 
which  the  Gk>vemment  appear  to  attribute 
ix)  it,  and  generally  to  obtain  particulars 
as  to  the  working  of  such  societies. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  Board  have  published  in  their 
•Journal  from  time  to  time  articles  dealing 
with  agricultural  credit  banks  in  foreign 
coimtries.  Information  as  to  (Jermany 
was  given  in  March,  1906,  and  as  to 
France  in  June,  1905.  The  conditions 
which  obtain  in  Austria  and  Italy  will  be 
•described  when  opportunity  offers. 

Applications  for  Small  Holdings  in 
Torkshire  (Horth  Biding). 

Mr.  HAMAR  greenwood  (York) : 
"To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  any,  and, 
if  so,  how  many,  applications  have  been 
made  for  small  holdings  to  the  County 
Council  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  ; 
•what  is  the  acreage,  if  any,  already 
granted  for  small  holdings;  and 
whether  the  Board  is  aware  that  this 
coimty  council  has  suggested  to  any 
possible  applicants  that  they  should  apply 
to  local  landlords  for  small  holdings  and 
not  rely  on  the  county  council. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey,)  We 
are  informed  that  288  applications  have 
been  received  for  5,494  acres,  but  no  small 
holdings  have  as  yet  been  actually  pro- 
vided. The  Board  are  not  aware  that 
the  council  have  suggested  that  applicants 
should  be  made  to  landlords,  but  we 
will  at  once  make  inquiry  on  the  point. 

Headford  Kenmare  Train  Services. 
Mr.  BOLAND  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  has 
received  further  represenations  from  Ken- 
mare protesting  against  the  alteration  in 
the  railway  time-table,  whereby  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  district  are 
subordinated  to  those  of  a  few  tourirts ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  Headford 
;and  Kenmare  Railway  is  largely  main- 


tained by  rates  levied  on  ratepayers  in  the 
neighbouring  baronies,  he  will^  see  that 
the  railway  company  is  not  permitted  to 
ignore  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  people 
of  the  district. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
representations  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  were  duly  received  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  communicated  to  the 
railway  company  with  a  request  that 
they  might  receive  careful  consideration. 
The  company's  reply  is  as  follows — 

Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Company  (Ireland), 
Blingsbridge,  Dublin. 
2bth  July,  1908. 

Sir. — In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the 
2l8t  and  23rd  instant,  I  beg  to  inform 
you  that  my  Board  have  again  gone  into 
the  question  of  the  train  service  on  the 
Kenmare  Branch,  and  they  find  that 
they  must  adhere  to  the  decision  conveyed 
to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant. 
The  question  was  very  carefully  gone 
into  by  this  company  before  the  change 
in  time-table  was  carried  out,  and  every 
effort  was  made  to  supply  such  a  service 
as  would  meet  the  reasonable  requirements 
of  both  the  through  and  local  traffic. 
I  have  only  to  add  that  the  present 
service  is  really  a  better  one  than  the 
traffic  warrants,  and  that  this  branch 
line  is  worked  at  a  considerable  loss  to 
the  company. — (Signed)  I  am,  etc., 

Francis  B.  Ormsby. 
Secretary. 

Establishment  of  a  Model  Farm  at 
CastleQuin. 

Mr.  BOLAND:  To  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture (Ireland),  whether  he  is  now 
in  a  position  to  state  what  steps 
the  Department  proposes  to  take  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  e8tablishn»ent 
of  a  model  farm  at  Castlequin,  Cahir- 
civeen,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions 
submitted  for  his  consideration ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  consider 
any  alternative  scheme  for  the  promo- 
tion of  scientific  agricultural  knowledge 
and  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of 
Kerry  cattle  by  utilising  the  land  now 
available  at  Castlequin. 

(Answered     by   Mr.   T.    W.   RussdL) 
The    Department    do    not    propose   to 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1465 


Questions. 


{29  July  1908} 


Questions, 


1466 


ostablish  a  model  farm  at  Castlequin. 
Alternative  schemes  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  scientific  and  practical  agricul- 
tural knowledge  and  the  improvement 
of  the  breed  of  Kerry  cattle  are  being 
adopted.  For  the  dissemination  of  such 
knowledge  the  Department  have  placed 
the  services  of  eight  trained  men  at  the 
disposal  of  the  farmers  in  the  backward 
districts  of  Kerry,  while,  for  encouraging 
the  breeders  of  Kerry  cattle,  the  Depart- 
ment have  put  into  operation  a  scheme 
which  will  confer  on  the  owners  of 
these  animals  the  benefits  which  breeders 
of  other  cattle  now  enjoy. 

Appointments  of  Scottish  Lords- 
Lieutenant. 
Mb.  watt  (Glasgow,  College):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  can  state  the  rules  governing  the 
appointment  of  Lords-Lieutenant  of 
counties  in  Scotland ;  whether  there 
is  any  property  qualification ;  with 
whom  the  appointment  rests  ;  for  what 
term  is  the  appointment  made  ;  what 
are  the  duties  of  the  position  ;  and  what 
are  the  powers  of  those  holding  such 
posts  with  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr,  Asquith.)  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  body 
of  rules  governing  the  appointment  of 
Lords-Lieutenant.  These  officers  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  King  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  appointment  is  for  life.  My 
hon.  friend  will  find  an  account  of  the 
duties  exercised  by  them  and  their 
powers  in  respect  of  the  appointment 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Sir  W.  Anson's 
"  Law  and  Custom  of  the  Constitution." 

Mr.  watt  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  in  view  of  the 
practice  that  Lords- Lieutenant  of  coun- 
ties are  appointed  on  the  understanding 
that  they  are  politically  in  sympathy  with 
the  Grovernment  of  the  day,  he  can  state 
how  many  of  the  Lords-Lieutenant  of 
counties  in  Scotland  have  been  appointed 
by  the  present  Government  and  how 
many  of  them  are  in  poHtical  sympathy 
with  the  present  Government. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith,)  Four 
Lords-Lieutenant  have   been  appointed 
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for  Scottish  counties  since  December, 
1905.  I  cannot  say  how  many  of  them 
are  in  political  sympathy  with  the 
Government  of  the  day. 

Scottish  Orofting  Legislation. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Small  Land- 
holders (Scotland)  Bill  has  now  been 
definitely  abandoned,  will  he  state  whether 
in  view  of  the  pressing  need  of  land 
legislation,  he  intends  to  introduce,  at 
an  early  date,  a  fresh  Bill  to  amend 
the  Crofters  Acts. 

!  {Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  can 
only  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  Answer 

I  given  bj-  me  yesterday  on  behalf  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  the  similar  Question 
addressed  to  him  by  my  hon.  friend. 
I  must  remind  my  hon.  friend  of  the 
fact  that  the  arrest  of  the  progress  of 
the  Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill 
this  session  was  due  not  to  its  abandon- 
ment by  the  Government,  but  to  its 
rejection  upon  Second  Reading  by  the 
House  of  Lords. 

Bate  Arrears  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 

Mr.  WEIR:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  in  view  of  the  fact  that  on 
the  31st  March  last  the  arrears  of  rates 
in  the  Island  of  Lewis  amounted  to 
upwards  of  £9,000,  and  that  there  is 
no  prospect  of  this  sum  being  liquidated 
in  the  near  future,  will  he  state  how  it 
is  proposed  to  continue  the  administra- 
tion of  the  afEairs  of  the  island. 

j  (Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  As  I 
i  have  already  informed  my  hon.  friend 
the  parish  coimcils  have  been  advised 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  take  the  ordinary 
steps  to  recover  arrears  of  rates  overdue. 
I  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  the  existing 
situation,  which  are  engaging  my  close 
attention. 

Rebuilding  of  Houses  in  the  Island 
of  Lewis. 

Mr.  WEIR:  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  in  view  of  the  need  for  the 
rebuilding  of  houses  on  sanitary  sites 
in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  will  he  state  how 
he  proposes  to  arrange  for  this  to  be  done, 
i  seeing  that  the  Small  Landholders  (Scot- 
'  land)  Bill,  which  made  provision  for  the 
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improvement  and  rebuilding  of  dwellings 
in  congested  districts,  has  now  been 
definitely  abandoned. 

\Answered  by  Mr,  Sinclair.)  This 
matter,  as  my  hon.  friend  knows,  is 
under  close  observation  and  considera- 
tion, but  at  present  I  have  no  announce- 
ment to  make. 

Corporation  of  London  and  Cleaning 
of  Spitalfields  Market. 

Mr.  STUAKT  SAMUEL  (Tower  Ham- 
lets,  Whitechapel) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  by  an  Act  dated  Slst  July,  1902, 
the  Corporation  of  London  obtained 
powers  to  acquire  the  leasehold  of 
Spitalfields  Market,  and,  upon  such 
purchase  being  completed  (which  was 
to  be  18  months  after  notice  was  given, 
which  notice  was  served  on  27th  January, 
1903),  the  Corporation  of  London  under- 
took to  clean  and  scavenge  the  streets 
in  and  abutting  on  the  market,  such 
cleaning  being  still  undertaken  by  the 
Stepney  Borough  Council  at  a  cost  of 
over  £1,000  a  year,  owing  to  the  purchase 
of  the  leaseholder's  interest  not  having 
been  affected,  he  will  take  steps  to 
expedite  the  proceedings  now  being 
undertaken  in  lus  name  by  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London,  so  that  the  Stepney 
Borough  Council  may  be  spared  the 
expense  consequent  upon  the  Corporation 
of  London's  failure  to  fulfil  the  obligations 
imposed  upon  it  by  the  Act  of  1902. 

lAnswered  by  Sir  William  Robson.) 
This'action  was  commenced  in  the  name 
of  the  Attorney-General  at  the  relation 
of  the  Corporation  of  London  against 
the  leaseholder  of  Spitalfields  to  have 
determined  certain  questions  which  affect 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  market. 
The  Corporation  of  London  has  the 
carriage  of  the  proceedings,  and  I  under- 
stand it  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to 
expedite  them.  It  cannot  be  said  that 
it  has  failed  to  fulfil  its  obligations  imder 
the  Act  of  1902,  as  such  obligatons 
(in  respect  of  cleaning  streets)  have  not 
yet  arisen. 

Duke   of  York's  School    Chelsea- 
Suggested  Open  Space. 
Mr.  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea) :    To  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether 


in  case  of  the  sale  of  the  site  of  the  Duke 
of  York's  School,  Chelsea,  means  will 
be  taken  to  reserve  at  least  some  portion 
thereof  as  an  open  space  and  to  retain 
as  many  of  the  large  trees  as  may  be 
possible  in  the  thoroughfares  that  will 
be  laid  out ;  and  whether  any  plan  or 
scheme  has  yet  been  prepared. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  No  plan 
or  scheme  has  yet  been  prepared,  and 
I  am  not  able  to  make  any  further 
statement. 

Suggested  Naval  Base  at  Inyergordon. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  in  view  of 
the  recent  manoeuvres,  the  question  of 
establishing  a  naval  base  at  Invergordon, 
on  the  shores  of  Cromarty  Firth,  Ross- 
shire,  will  again  be  considered. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question  is 
in  the  negative. 

Bisley  Camp— Traders'  and  Hawkers' 
Licences. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  he 
Home  Department  whether  summons 
have  been  issued  against  the  occupants 
of  tents  in  the  bazaar  lines  at  Bisley 
Camp  on  the  ground  that  they  had  not 
taken  out  hawkers  licences;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  will  stop  further  proceed- 
ings against  such  persone. 

{AnsTvered  by  Mr.  lloyd-Oeorge.)  The 
matter  referred  to  is  still  imder  inquiry 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities,  who 
are  bound  by  the  provisions  of  51  and 
52  Vict.,  c.  33,  s.  2. 

Spirit  Duties. 
Mr.  WATT  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  what  were  the  duties 
paid  on  spirits  (not  wine  or  beer)  per 
head  of  the  population  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively,  for 
the  year  1907-£. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hoyd-Oeorge.)  The 
net  duties  on  spirits  collected  for  the 
year  1907-8  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  respectively,  were  as  follows— 

£ 
England    -        -        -9,959,743 
Scotland    -        -         -7,486,642 
Ireland      -        -  4,392,432 
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England 
Scotland 
Ireland 


£    s.  d. 

-  0    5  8 

-  1  11  4 

-  1    0  1 


But  no  safe  conclusion  can  be  drawn 
from  these  figures,  as  the  place  of  pay-' 
mfent  of  duty  by  no  means  necessarily 
corresponds  to  the  place  where  the  spirits 
are  consumed. 

Hop  Sabstitutes. 

Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  in  the  Bill  he  desires 
to  introduce  this  session  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  hop  substitutes  in  the  brewing 
of  beer  in  the  United  Kingdom,  he  wiU 
also  prohibit  the  use  of  malt  substitutes 
in  the  brewing  of  beer ;  and,  failing 
such  prohibition,  will  he  make  it  obliga- 
tory upon  the  sellers  of  beer  in  this 
country  to  declare  the  substances,  if 
any,  other  than  malt  and  hop  extract 
in  the  brewing  of  such  beer  to  each 
buyer. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Uoyd-George,)  I 
do  not  think  that  the  use  of  malt  sub- 
stitutes is  on  the  same  footing  as  that 
of  hop  substitutes,  and,  unless  an  equally 
good  case  were  made  out  for  prohibiting 
the  use  of  malt  substitutes,  I  should  not 
feel  disposed  to  support  my  hon.  friend's 
proposal.  But  the  point  can  be  further 
considered  when  the  proposed  Bill  is 
being  prepared. 

Grant  for  Be-bnilding  School  at 
Curraheen. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  To  ask  /the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whther  he  is  aware  that  applica- 
tion for  a  grant  to  build  a  new  school 
at  Curraheen,  Glenbeigh,  County  Kerry 
was  made  by  the  manager  in  November, 
1902,  accompanied  by  the  statement 
that  the  floor  between  the  boys'  and  the 
girls'  school  was  in  a  dangerous  condition, 
and  that  even  though  propped  it  might 
collapse  at  any  time ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  school 
buildings  have  been  condemned  by  the 
surveyor  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and 
that,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  locality, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  manager  to  raise 


£400  from  the  district  as  required  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  being  a  con- 
tribution of  one-third,  he  will  arrange 
for  an  equitable  distribution  of  the 
expense  of  constructing  a  new  school 
in  the  place  of  one  which  is  a  constant 
source  of  danger  to  children  and  teachers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  have 
sanctioned  a  grant  of  £872,  being  two- 
thirds  of  the  estimated  cost  of  a  new  school 
house  for  boys  and  girls  at  Curraheen, 
in  place  of  the  existing  schools  which 
have  been  condemned.  The  manager 
has  recently  represented  that  he  is  unable 
to  raise  the  required  local  contribution 
of  £436,  and  has  applied  for  a  grant  of 
the  entire  cost.  The  Commissioners  are 
not  in  a  position  to  consider  appplications 
of  this  kind,  pending  a  decision  upon  the 
general  question  of  special  grants  towards 
school  buildings  in  necessitous  districts 
which  is  at  present  under  consideration. 

Improvement  of  Boat  Slips  at  Beads 
and  Glen. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
now  propose  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
works  of  improvement  at  Roads  and  Glen 
boat-slips,  seeing  that  under  the  present 
conditions  it  is  not  possible  for  the  fisher- 
men to  carry  on  the  fishing  industry. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  intend  to  carry 
out  the  work  at  Roads  during  the  present 
summer.  The  Board  have  already  ex- 
pended £451  at  Glen  Boat  Cove,  but  after 
the  work  was  finished  the  fishermen  asked 
to  have  a  boat  yard  constructed.  They 
have  been  informed  that  the  Board  have 
no  funds  for  expenditure  on  fresh  projects 
of  the  kind  this  year. 

Evictions  on  the  McGillicaddy  Eager 
Estate. 

Mr.  BOLAND:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  attention  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  has  been  called  to  the 
eviction  of  six  tenants  on  the  McGillicuddy 
Eager  estate,  near  Glenear,  County  Kerry ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  negotiations 
for  purchase  were  on  foot,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  now  intervene  with  a  view 
to  a  settlement. 
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(Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  camiot  trace  the  receipts 
of  any  applications  from  evicted  tenants 
on  this  estate,  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  furnish  them  with  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  he  refers  they  will  make 
inquiries. 

Belay  in  the  Sale  of  the  King-Harman 
Estate. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  any 
information  as  to  fhe  cause  of  the  delay 
in  carrying  out  the  sale  of  the  King-Har- 
man estate  (No.  3),  County  Roscommon, 
which  has  been  hanging  fire  for  the  past 
five  years  ;  and  whether  he  can  hold  out 
any  hope  that  the  sale  will  be  completed 
at  an  early  date. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  The  ques- 
tion of  purchasing  this  estate  is  at  present 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  who  hope  to  make  an 
offer  for  the  estate  at  an  early  date. 

Purchase  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  D.  C. 
O'Connell. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
taken  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  steps  to  bring 
about  a  settlement  as  to  terms  of  purchase 
on  the  estate  of  Mr.  D.  C.  O'Connell  at 
Coomahover,  near  Mastergeehy,  County 
Kerry,  in  accordance  with  the  memorial 
submitted  to  them  by  the  tenants. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  inform  me  that  on 
the  17th  instant  they  received  a  memorial 
from  seven  tenants  on  the  estate  in  ques- 
tion, stating  their  desire  to  purchase  their 
holdings  through  the  Commissioners. 
The  Commissioners  have  no  power  to  com- 
pel the  landlord  to  sell  the  property, 
but  they  are  writing  to  him  in  order  to 
ascertain  his  intentions  in  the  matter. 

Tramp  Nuisance  in  Blackrock. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  attention 
of  the  County  Louth  police  has  been  called 
to  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Blackrock,  near  Dundalk,  of  the  tramp 
nuisance,  which  causes  much  annoyance 


to  seaside  visitors  ;  and  whether  any 
steps  have  been  taken  to  check  it  in  the 
present  season. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  I  am 
informed  that  no  complaint  has  been 
made  to  the  police  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Blackrock,  near  Dundalk,!  in  regard  to 
annoyance  by  tramps.  The  local  pohce, 
however,  have  been  instructed  to  pay 
attention  to  the  matter. 

Evicted  Tenants  Act  in  Oounty  Cavaii. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieuteannt  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
whether  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken 
to  put  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act,  1907, 
into  operation  in  County  Cavan,  and 
what  are  the}* ;  and  has  every  evicted  or 
alleged  evicted  tenant  been  inspected  in 
County  Cavan,  and,  if  so,  how  often. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  propose  to  acquire 
in  County  Cavan,  under  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act,  129  acres  on  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Hynds,  and  379  acres  on  the 
estate  of  Mr.  John  Fay,  and  in  the  former 
case  the  prescribed  notice  has  been 
gazetted.  All  applications  received  from 
evicted  tenants  prior  to  1st  May,  1907, 
have  been  inquired  into. 

Sale  of  the  Estate  of  Mary  B.  Falkner. 

M  R.  DEL  AN  Y  (Queen 's  County,  Ossory): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  estate 
of  Mary  B.  Falkner,  situated  at  Springhill, 
Queens'  County,  and  placed  in  the  Land 
Judges  Court  in  October,  1903,  has  been 
sold  to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  and, 
if  so,  upon  what  date  ;  has  the  purchase 
money  been  paid  the  several  owners  ;  can 
he  say  what  was  the  amount  coming  to 
each  owner ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
the  name  of  the  several  mortgagees  and 
annuitants  and  the  amount  paid  to  each. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  The  Regis- 
trar of  the  Land  Judges  Court  infomw 
me  that  the  estate  in  question  was  sold 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners  on  24th 
January,  1907,  since  when  substantially 
the  entire  purchase  money,  amounting 
to  £10,238,  has  been  distributed  by  the 
Land  Judge  among  the  parties  entitled 
thereto,  so  far  as  they  were  known.   Thew 
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was  a  large  number  of  owners  entitled  to 
complicated  fractional  shares,  and  in  order 
to  supply  the  detailed  information  asked 
for  it  would  be  necessary  to  withdraw 
the  officers  of  the  Court  from  their  proper 
business  at  a  time  of  great  pressure.  The 
final  schedule  of  incumbrances  is  however 
open  to  inspection,  and  will  afEord  the 
information  which  the  hon.  Member 
desires. 

Beinstatement  of  Mr.  William  Aherae. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
Coimty,  N.E.)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  are 
now  in  a  position  to  state  approximately 
when  they  expect  to  effect  the  rein- 
statement of  Mr.  William  Aheme  in 
his  former  holding  on  the  Annesley 
estate,  Ballinamona,  Glanworth,  County 
Cork,  seeing  that  agreements  for  the 
purchase  of  this  estate  as  a  whole  have 
been  signed  eighteen  months  ago,  and 
that  the  holding  in  question  is  un- 
tenanted. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  propose  to  pro- 
vide William  Aherne  with  a  holding 
if  possible,  and  have  referred  the  case 
to  an  inspector  with  that  object.  They 
are  unable  to  make  any  further  state- 
ment in  the  matter  at  present. 

Saperannnation  of  Irish  National 
School  Teachers. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :     To 
ask   the   Chief  Secretary  to   the   Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  <?an 
state  the  number  of  male  and  female 
national    school    teachers    with    thirty 
years    service    or    more    who     resigned  I 
on  pension  during  the  past  five  years,  ! 
specifvnng  the  number  in  first,  second,  I 
and  third  class,  and  what  was  the  amount  | 
of  pension  payable  to  the  teachers  in 
each  class.  I 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Hobhouse.)  The 
return  asked  for  would  take  a  consider- 
able time  to  prepare,  as  the  service  of 
all  the  teachers  (about  1('>0)  who  have 
been  pensioned  during  the  last  five 
years  would  have  to  be  examined,  a 
course  which  would  entail  much  labour. 
Perhaps  it  would  serve  the  hon.  Member's 


purpose  if  the  total  number  of  teachers 
retiring  in  each  class,  with  the  total 
amount  of  pension  in  each  class,  were 
given,  without  entering  into  the  question 
of  service,  as  almost  all  teachers  retiring 
on  pension  have  given  upwards  of  thirty 
years  service.  I  shall  be  glad  to  giv^ 
him  this  information  if  he  will  address 
a  Question  to  me  on  the  subject  after 
the  recess. 

Increased  Grants  for  Irish  Workhonse 
Teachers. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  the  distribution  of 
the  grant  to  national  teachers  in  Ireland, 
he  will  make  provision  for  increases 
to  the  workhouse  teachers  in  Irish  unions, 
as  such  teachers  are  under  the  national 
board  rules  and  their  salaries  are  paid 
by  Government  grants,  and  as  in  many 
cases  there  never  has  been  any  improve- 
ment in  their  positions  in  the  way  of 
salaries. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  The  reply 
is  in  the  negative.  No  charge  in  respect 
of  the  salaries  of  teachers  of  Poor  Law 
union  schools  has  ever  been  borne  on 
the  Vote  for  public  education.  Such 
teachers  are  in  the  service  of  the  boards 
of  guardians,  and  are  paid  out  of  the 
local  rates. 

Beinstatement  of  Patrick  M'Clnshy. 

Mr.  LARDNER  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  explain  why  the  Estates 
Commtissioners  have  informed  the  solicitor 
f«T  Patrick  M'Clushy,  who  claimed  to 
be  reinstated  in  a  farm  in  Mulladermott, 
County  Monaghan,  on  the  estate  of 
Colonel  Leslie,  that  they  have  decided 
not  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter, 
and  that  they  do  not  intend  to  provide 
Patrick  M'Clushy  with  a  farm ;  and 
if  they  will  reopen  the  case  and  recon- 
sider it. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrdl,)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
their  decision  was  based  on  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  they  regret  that  they  are 
unable  to  depart  from  it. 
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Olaims  of  John  D.  M'Aolifre. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  considered  the  claim 
of  John  D.  M'Auliffe,  evicted  tenant 
on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Devyanes  Smith 
at  Blarney,  for  reinstatement ;  and, 
if  so,  what  action  it  is  proposed  to  take 
in  the  matt«i. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  fully  con- 
sidered the  application  of  John  D. 
M'Auliffe,  and  have  decided  to  take 
no  action  upon  it. 

Claims  of  Mrs.  Mary  Callaghan. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  an  application  has  been 
received  by  the  Estates  Commissioners 
from  Mrs.  Mary  Callaghan,  of  Derry- 
valing,  Ballingeary,  whose  father,  Denis 
Cronin,  was  evicted  from  a  farm  on 
the  White  estate  at  Gortloughra,  Kealkil, 
Bantry,  and  has  she  been  placed  on 
the  approved  list  as  a  person  entitled 
to  leinstatemsnt. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  received 
an  application  for  reinstatement  from 
Mrs.  Mary  CaUaghan,  and  they  have 
noted  her  name  as  being  suitable  to 
be  provided  with  a  holding  in  the  event 
of  any  untenanted  land  being  acquired 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Killamey  Land  Oommission  Appeal. 

Mr.  FLA.VIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  say 
when  the  decisions  in  the  appeals  to 
be  heard  before  the  Chief  Land  Com- 
mission at  their  last  sitting  in  Killarney 
will  be  given. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The 
Land  Commission  inform  me  that  the 
last  sitting  of  the  Appeal  Court  in 
Killamey  was  held  on  30th  June,  and 
the  cases  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
assessors,  whose  Reports  have  not  yet 
come  in.  It  is  not  at  present  possible 
to  say  when  the  decisions  will  be  given. 


Distribution  of  Holdings  on  the  Blacker 
Douglas  Estate. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  when  the 
holdings  in  the  Blacker  Douglas  estate, 
in  North  Kerry,  will  be  vested  in  the 
tenants. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  are  not  at  present 
in  a  position  to  answer  this  Question. 
They  are  awaiting  their  inspector's 
Report  in  the  matter. 

Date  of  Completion  of  the  New  Duke 
of  York's  School. 

Mr.  HORNIMAN  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  has 
yet  any  information  as  to  the  date  of 
the  completion  of  the  new  buildings  at 
Dover,  and  as  to  the  date  on  which  the 
boy^  will  be  transferred  there  from  the 
Duke  of  York's  School  Chelsea. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  new  buildings  at  Dover  are  expected 
to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  this  year, 
and  it  is  intended  that  the  transfer  of 
the  boys  from  Chelsea  will  take  place 
about  the  following  Easter. 

Bullets  XJded  by  the  British  Teams  at 
the  Olsrmpic  Grames  Shooting  Match. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
rifle  team  of  the  Hythe  School  of 
Musketry,  who  represented  Great 
Britain  in  the  300-metre  international 
match  at  the  Oljnnpic  Games,  received 
instructions  not  to  use  pointed  buUets ; 
if  so,  on  what  groimds ;  and  whether 
this  team  was  successful  in  the  competi- 
tion. 

(Af^iDered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
No  instructions  were  given  by  the  War 
Office  as  to  the  bullet  to  be  \ised.  The 
Department  was  not  prepared  to  manu- 
facture pointed  bullets  specially  for  this 
competition.  No  official  information  as 
to  the  result  of  the  competition  has 
been  received,  but  it  is  imderstood  from 
the  daily  papers  that  this  team  was  not 
successful. 

Drafting  of  Bills. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  :    To  ask  tie 
Prime  Minister,  with  reference  to  Con- 
solidation Bills  as  presented  in  this  House, 
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whether  originating  here  or  in  another 
place,  and  with  a  view  to  facilitating 
the  examination  of  them,  what  steps, 
if  any,  will  be  taken  to  establish  as  a 
general  practice  that  each  such  Bill 
shall  have  a  table  of  corresponding 
sections  showing  where  the  sections 
of  the  earlier  Acts  are  reproduced; 
that  each  section  of  such  Bill  shalPhave 
a  marginal  reference  to  the  earlier 
section  to  which  it  corresponds ;  and 
that  new  matter  and  substantial  altera- 
tions shall  be  distinguished  by  italics 
or  underlining. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Asquith,)  The 
practice  suggested  in  the  Question  as 
to  the  preparation  of  a  table  showing 
the  mode  in  which,  in  a  Consolidation 
Bill,  the  Acts  consolidated  are  dealt 
with,  and  as  to  marginal  references  to 
the  corresponding  sections  in  the  earlier 
Statutes,  has  been  for  some  time  followed 
in  all  Consolidation  Bills  prepared  by 
the  Government  draftsman.  The  table 
is  sometimes  not  circulated  to  the 
House  with  the  Bill,  but  can  alwayj  be 
circulated  if  required.  The  suggestion 
as  to  distinguishing,  by  italics  or  under- 
lining, new  matter  and  substantial  alter- 
ations, even  if  new  matter  and  substantial 
alterations  were  introduced  in  Consolida- 
tion Bills,  would,  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  be  difficult  to  carry  out  satis- 
factorily. These  and  other  points  afEect- 
ing  the  drafting  of  Bills  will  form  the 
subject  of  inquiry  by  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee which  the  Government  have 
promised  to  set  up. 

Scottish  Crofting  Legislation. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Prime  Minister, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Small 
Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill  is  not  to 
be  proceeded  with,  will  he  state  whether 
the  Government  propose  to  make  any 
further  effort  during  the  present  Parlia- 
ment to  amend  the  Crofters  Act,  and  so 
give  effect  to  the  repeated  pledges  of 
the  late  Prime  Minister  and  members 
of  the  present  Government. 

(Ansioered  by  Mr,  Sinclair,)  I  am 
not  at  present  able  to  add  anything  to 
what  I  have  already  said  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  luring  this  session 
upon  this  subject 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

German  Destroyers. 
Mr.  ARTHCJR  STANLEY  (Lanca- 
shire, Ormskirk) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  German 
destroyers  of  the  current  year's  pro- 
gramme have  already  been  laid  down,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  spending 
more  than  X4,000  a-piece  before  Slst 
March  next  on  the  16  destroyers  to  be 
laid  down  by  this  country. 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  MoKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.):  The  question  of  naval  expenditure  on 
shipbuilding  for  the  current  financial 
year  was  fully  considered  by  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  when  the  Vote  for  ship 
construction  was  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment in  the  present  month :  the  Vote 
was  approved  by  this  House  so  recently 
as  the  13th  instant. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  admit  that 
the  German  destroyers  have  been  laid 
down  1 

Mr.  McKENN a  :  The  expression,  cur- 
rent year's  programme,  has  no  real  ap- 
plicability to  the  German  method  of 
building.  I  must  not  be  understood  as 
admitting  the  accuracy  of  statements  in 
Questi<Mis  put  to  me. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (King's  Lynn) :  WiU 
the  right  hon.  (xentleman  say  if  the  fiict 
was  taken  into  consideration  that  the 
contracts  for  the  German  destroyers 
which  were  laid  down  in  April  provide 
for  their  completion  in  twenty  months, 
and  whether  our  destroyers  take  from 
twenty-three  to  thirty  months  in 
building  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Yes,  this  was  taken 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  STANLEY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  destroyers  especially  designed  for 
work  in  the  North  Sea,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  Germany  has  GO  of  26  knots 
so  designed. 

Mr,  McKENNA  :  The  number  of  de- 
stroyers is  being  increased  annually,  in 
accordance  with  requirements. 
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Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing)  had 
notice  of  the  follo\\nng  Question  ;  "  To 
iisk  the  First  I^ord  of  the  Admiralty 
what  were  the  amounts  of  tonnage  pro- 
vided for  by  the  British  and  German 
Governments  respectively  by  their  pro- 
grammes for  the  years  1906-7,  1907-8, 
and  1908-9  respectively." 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  Before  the  right  hon. 
(rentleman  replies,  may  I  ask  whether  he 
does  not  think  that  in  the  interests  of 
peace  and  friendly  relations  with  other 
rowers  it  would  be  well  not  to  answer 
Questions  of  this  kind,  which  draw 
invidious  comparisons  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  has 
not  been  asked. 

Germany  ▼.  British  Shipbuilding 
Programmes. 
Mr.  ASHLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  total  tonnage  of  armoured 
vessels  provided  by  the  three  programmes 
of  the  present  Liberal  Administration  is 
approximately  150,000,  and  that  during 
that  time  the  battleship  "  Montagu  "  of 
14,000  was  lost,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  during  the  same  period  the  armoured 
tonnage  provided  by  Germany  was 
aproximately  183,000,  making  a  total 
deficiency  in  the  British  programmes  of 
47>000  tons  below  bare  equality,  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  redress  the  inequality. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  In  reply  to  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Orkney,  1  join 
with  him  in  deprecating  most  strongly 
Questions  in  which]  these  invidious  com- 
parisons are  drawn.  The  figures  for  the 
British  programmes  and  for  the  tonnage 
of  the  "  Montagu  "  are  correct.  As  far  as 
is  known  there  are  no  statistics  available 
to  confirm  the  alleged  German  armoured 
tonnage.  The  proposed  comparison,  how 
ever,  does  not  lead  to  the  conclusion 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member,  as  although 
the  German  tonnage  may  have  been 
included  in  the  programme,  the  whole  of 
the  tonnage  will  not  be  provided  at  the 
expiration  of  the  period  when  the  whole 
of  the  British  tonnage  will  have  been 
completed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    does    not    know    what    the 


German  shipbuilding  programme  is,  how 
can  he  confidently  assert  that  it  will  not 
be  finished  as  soon  as  our  own  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  refer  to  the  German  Naval  Bill,  he 
will  see  what  the  programme  is  and  in 
what  time  it  is  expected  to  be  finished. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  he  will  add  any 
British  ships  to  the  Navy  before  the 
German  ships  are  completed  ?  Does  not 
the  statements  in  the  Question  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  comparison  does  hold 
good  i 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  No,  I  do  not  agree 
that  it  does. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS :  Does  the  right  h(m. 
Gentleman  expect  to  add  any  vessels  to 
the  British  total  { 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  on  what  date 
the  orders  were  given  for  the  three 
German  battleships  of  the  1908-9  pro- 
gramme ;  and  whether  he  can  state  if  die 
fourth  armoured  vessel  of  this  year's 
programme  has  yet  been  ordered  by 
Germany. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  We  have  no  official 
information  that  the  orders  have  yet  been 
given,  though  it  is  imderstood  from  the 
rress  that  the  three  battleships  were 
allotted  to  various  builders  in  June.  No 
information  has  yet  been  published  with 
regard  to  the  fourth  armoured  vessel 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  when  he 
anticipates  that  the  design  of  the 
armoured  cruiser  of  this  year's  progranmie 
will  have  been  settled,  and  when  the 
Board  propose  to  lay  down  this  vessel 
and  the  other  armoured  ship  of  the 
1908-9  programme. 


Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  type  of  ve 
has  already  been  settled  as  an  improved 
**  Invincible."  The  complete  design  ^ill 
be  settled  not  later  than  October.  A^ 
cording  to  present  arrangements,  it  is 
proposed  to  lay  down  this  ship  at  Devon- 
port  in  February,  1909,  and  complete  her 
in  two  years,  and  to  lay  down  the  other 
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armoured  ship  at  Portsmouth  in  January, 
1909,  and  complete  her  in  two  years. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS:  As  the  German 
battleships  order  was  given  eight  months 
in  advance  of  the  order  for  the  British 
ships,  how  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expect  that  the  latter  will  be  completed 
before  the  German  ships  1 

Mr.  :McKENNA  :  We  have  no  official 
information  that  these  orders  have  been 
given,  and  my  hon.  friend  has  no  right  to 
conclude  they  have  been  given. 

Deptford  Victnalliiig  Yard. 
Mr  BOWERMAN(Deptford):  I  besr 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
he  is  aware  that  all  hired  workmen  em- 
loyed  at  the  Deptford  victualling  yard 
and  other  naval  e«.tablishments  are  dis- 
charged upon  reaching  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  although  previous  to  three  years 
ago  the  age  for  compulsory  discharge  was 
sixty-five  years  ;  whether  he  is  also  aware 
that  recently  the  Board  of  Customs  has 
reverted  to  the  sixty-five  year  age  limit ; 
and  whether,  looking  at  the  difficulty 
experienced  by  such  men  in  obtaining 
other  employment  upon  leaving  the 
service,  and  to  the  fact  that  they  will 
not  become  entitled  to  claim  an  old-age 
pension  until  they  reach  the  age  of 
seventy,  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  reverting  to  the  sixty-five-year  limit. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  present  regula- 
tions permit  of  men  being  retained  until 
sixty-five  years  of  age  when  their  services 
are  required,  and  they  are  fit  to  perform 
the  duties.  It  is  not  proposed  to  modify 
this  practice.  j 

War  Oflce  Expenditure  on  Aeronautical  * 
Work.  ! 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 1 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask   the  Secretary  of 
State    for   War    what    have    been    the ! 
amounts  of  public  money  allotted  to  aero 
nautical  work  during  each  of  the  last  five  I 
years  and  this  year ;  and,  in  view  of  the  j 
paramount  importance  of  the  command  of 
the  air,  what  steps  are  being  taken  for  j 
the  further  development  of  this  branch  of ' 
the  service.  | 

The  secretary   op   STATE   fori 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  The 
expenditure  upon  aeronautical  work  has  | 
been  —  1903-4,      £14,600  ;       1904-5, 


£19,150;  1905-6,  £23,600;  1906-7- 
,£20,750;  1907-8,  £16,500.  The  esti- 
mated expenditure  for  1908-9  is  £13,750. 
Such  steps  as  are  considered  necessary  are 
being  taken  in  connection  with  the 
I  further  development  of  this  work. 

Hired  Horses  for  the  Military. 
Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  delay  in 
paying  for  the  loan  of  the  horses  which 
accompanied  the  Army  Medical  Corps  to 
Ramsay,  Isle  of  Man  ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  if  owners  in  Manchester  of  the 
hcrses"  which  returned  on  19th  June  have 
yet  been  paid. 

Mr.  haldane  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
this  case.  The  hon.  Member  is  pre- 
sumably alluding  to  the  Lancashire 
Territorial  Force  Medical  Units.  The 
horses  are  hired  by  the  County  Associa- 
tions and  the  payment  is  made  by  them. 
They  can  obtain  advances  of  money 
from  the  Chief  Accountant  of  the 
Command. 

North  Biding  Territorial  Association. 

Mr.  CLYNES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  chairman  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  North  Riding  Territorial 
Association,  that  working  men  going 
into  camp  must  necessarily  make  a  great 
sacrifice  ;  and  whether  he  can  make  any 
statement  on  the  declaration  of  Colonel 
Williams  and  others  at  the  meeting  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
supply  the  means. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  My  attention  has 
not  been  drawn  to  the  particular  speeches 
in  question.  I  am,  however,  well  aware 
of  the  splendid  self-denial  shown  by  the 
various  classes  of  men  serving  in  the 
Territorial  Force.  I  think  that  the 
Grovernment  have  done  what  is  right  in 
making  the  provision  they  have  made. 

Notts  and  Derby  Begiment. 
Mr.  STARKEY  (Nottinghamshire, 
Newark) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  is  the  reason  for  the 
proposed  transfer  of  the  headquarters  of 
the  4th  Notts  and  Derby  Regiment  from 
Newark,  in  Nottinghamshire,  to  Grant- 
ham, in  Lincolnshire. 
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Mr.  HALDANE  :  It  is  a  question  of 
sufficiency  of  accommodation,  but  no 
decision  has  been  arrived  at  to  transfer 
the  headquarters  of  the  4th  Notts  and 
Derby  Regiment  from  Newark  to 
Grantham. 

Mr.  STARKEY  :  Is  there  any  intention 
of  dosing  the  barracks  at  Newark  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  No  decision  has  yet 
been  come  to. 

Mr.  Tilak's  Trial. 
Mb.  LUPTON  (LincobshircSleaford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  if  Mr.  Tilak,  at  his  recent  trial 
in  Bombay,  was  convicted  by  seven  Englsh 
jurymen  and  acquitted  by  two  native 
jurymen ;  and,  if  so,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  jury  were  disagreed  and  of  the 
feeling  caused  by  the  sentence  of  six 
years  imprisonment  in  the  Bombay  l*resi- 
dency,  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
will  cause  the  sentence  to  be  remitted. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan, 
Perthshire,  E.) :  With  regard  to  my  hon. 
friend's  Question,  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  the  full  statement  that  I  made  yester- 
day in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Brentford. 

Bioting  in  Bombay. 
Sir  H.  COTTON  (Nottingham,  E.)  : 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  can  make  any 
statement  to  the  House  regarding  the 
frequent  and  serious  riots  in  Bombay, 
with  special  reference  to  the  causes 
thereof  and  to  the  method  adopted  to 
restore  quiet. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  made  a  state- 
ment on  this  subject  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bolton  yesterday.  Since 
then  the  Secretary  of  State  has  received 
a  report  from  the  Governor  of  Bombay  to 
the  effect  that  the  situation  had  improved 
and  some  mills  were  at  work;  he  has 
issued  a  proclamation  promising  that  any 
grievance  properly  presented  will  receive 
consideration  and  calling  upon  all  citizens 
to  help  in  restoring  )rder. 

Sir  H.  COTTON  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  get  information  as  to  the 
causes  of  these   riots   and   the   methods 


adopted    to    restore   quiet 'f      Were   the 
causes  political  or  purely  economic  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  answered  a 
similar  Question  to  that  yesterday. 

Sir  H.  cotton  :  On  how  many 
occasions  did  the  military  fire  on  the  mob, 
and  how  many  people  were  killed  ? 

♦Mr,  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  notice  of  that  Question. 

Indian  Public  Works  Staff- 
Mr.  YOUNGER  (Ayr  Burghs)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  new  rules  have  recently 
been  issued  altering  the  pay  and  allow- 
ances of  officers  of  the  India  Public  Wcw^ks 
Department;  whether  those  have  been 
approved  by  the  Home  Gk)vemment ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  publish  the  old  and 
new  schemes  for  the  information  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  Revised  rules  of 
pay  for  the  engineers  in  the  Public  Works 
Department  have  been  issued  in  India 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  new  rules  have  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Grovemment  of  India  in  the 
Gazette  of  India  on  25th  April,  1908,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  the  Library.  If  the 
hon.  Member  wishes  it  I  can  have  a  copy 
of  the  old  rules  also  placed  in  the  Library. 

Imperial  Oonference  Secretariat. 
Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  steps  are  being 
taken  by  the  secretariat  to  the  Imperial 
Conference  with  a  view  to  keeping  the 
Governments  concerned  informed  between 
now  and  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ck>n- 
ference  in  regard  to  matters  which  have 
been  or  may  be  subjects  for  discussion, 
and  with  a  view  to  fulfilling  the  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  self-governing  Colonies 
to  be  brought  into  closer  contact  with 
each  other  and  with  this  country ;  and 
whether  the  secretariat  is  so  organised 
and  equipped  as  to  be  able  to  discharge 
these  functions  satisfactorily. 

The  UNDER. SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  I  can- 
not at  present  add  anything  to  the 
Answer  which  I  gave  to  the  right  hon. 
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Member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
on  this  subject  on  the  20th  inst. 

Mr.   TENNANT:    Is   it  intended  to 
be  a  permanent  and  real  body  1 

Colonel    SEELY     replied     in    the 
affirmative. 

Natal  Indemnity  Act 

Mr.  G.  greenwood  (Peter- 
borough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Natal 
Indemnity  Act,  1906,  passed  both  Houses 
of  the  Colonial  Legislature  in  July,  1906  ; 
that  the  Governor  was  authorised  to  give 
the  Royal  Assent  to  that  Act,  which  was 
not  specially  reserved  for  the  Royal  con 
sideration,  on  13th  August,  1906,  and 
that  the  Governor  postponed  giving  that 
assent  till  1st  October,  1906 ;  and,  seeing 
that  in  the  meantime  the  Colonial  Parlia- 
ment had  been  dissolved,  and  that  in 
these  circumstances  doubts  have  arisen 
concerning  the  validity  of  Act,  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken,  or  are  in 
contemplation,  in  order  to  set  such  doubts 
at  rest. 


Colonel  SEELY:  The  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member's  Question  was 
argued  before  the  Judicial  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council  on  5th  July  of  last 
year,  and  the  doubt,  if  any,  which  may 
have  previously  existed  was  finally  set  at 
rest  by  the  decision  of  that  tribunal. 


Inland  Bevenue  Fines. 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  (St.  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer if  he  will  state  the  fines  levied 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  in  the 
Walsall  district  during  the  year  1907-8 
and  the  ten  previous  years  respectively ; 
and  will  he  state  whether  Inland  Revenue 
officers  responsible  for  the  cases  where 
fines  are  imposed  get  any  commission  on 
the  fines  so  inflicted,  and,  if  so,  what  is 
the  amount. 


The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  The  amount  of  fines 
imposed  for  Excise  offences  in  Walsall 
Excise    district    during    the  ten    years 
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ended    Zlat 

December,     1907, 

is    as 

follows : — 

Year. 

Amount. 

£         8. 

d. 

1898 

-     6     2 

6 

1899 

-  34  16 

0 

1900 

-  11     5 

0 

1901 

-  20  18 

0 

1902 

-  16     6 

0 

1903 

-  15  11 

0 

1904 

-  24     3 

0 

1905 

-  22     2 

0 

1906 

-  51     0 

0 

1907 

-  38    7 

6 

In  cases  where  fines  are  imposed  as  a 
result  of  an  Order  for  legal  proceedings 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue, 
a  reward  is  paid  to  the  officer  concerned, 
but  the  amount  of  such  reward  depends 
upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  approve  of  the  system  of 
paying  commissions  to  Inland  Revenue 
officers  in  order  to  secure  convictions  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  not 
prepared  to  answer  the  Question  until 
I  have  considered  the  point. 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  view  of  the  abuses  which 
arise,  inquire  into  this  matter  1 

Mr.  LLOYD^EORGE  :  If  my  hon. 
friend  can  give  me  any  information  show- 
ing that  mischief  has  been  caused,  I  will 
certainly  inquire. 

Bates  in  the  Western  Hebrides. 
Sir  J.  DEWAR  (Inverness) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
rates  in  several  parishes  in  the  Western 
Hebrides,  resulting  in  the  complete  break- 
down of  local  government,  and  if  he  can 
state  what  steps  the  Government  propose 
to  take  to .  meet  these  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Yes, Sir;  my 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  circum- 
stances to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers, 
and  I  am  in  communication  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  on 
the  subject.  I  am  unable  to  give  my 
hon.  friend  any  further  information  at 
present. 
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Lyon  King-at-Arms. 
Mr.  E.  DUNCAN.  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he  can 
now  make  a  statement  as  to  the  standing 
of  Lyon  King-at-Arms  in  matters  of 
Imperial  heraldry. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FORTHK  HOME  DEPARTMENT 
(Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
no  statement  to  make,  except  to  say  that 
questions  of  what  he  understands  the  hon. 
Member  to  mean  by  Imperial  Heraldry 
are  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  King 
at-Arms.  Arms  are  granted  to  a  Colony 
by  His  Majesty  under  a  Royal  Warrant, 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies.  All  that  is  done  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Earl  Marshal's  Department 
is  to  put  into  heraldic  form  the  design  the 
colony  wishes  to  adopt,  and  to  see  that  the 
King's  concession  is  duly  recorded  in  the 
Department. 

Mr.  R.  DUNCAN:  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  on  the  accession  of 
King  James  the  VL  and  I.,  Imperial 
heraldy  became  of  moment  and  required 
a  corresponding  status  for  the  heralds  of 
England  and  Scotland  ? 


Mr.   HERBERT  SAMUEL:     I 
afraid  I  had  forgotten  that. 


am 


Brecon  Open-air  Meetings. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  A.  S. 
Williams,  chief  constable  for  Brecon,  in 
which  he  refuses  to  afford  protection  to  a 
public  open-air  meeting  because  he  does 
not  approve  of  meetings  in  the  thorough- 
fare; and  whether  he  will  inform  the 
local  authorities  that  this  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  police  to  preserve  order 
against  organised  rowdyism  is  a  proof  of 
inefficiency  in  the  force  which,  if  persisted 
in,  will  lead  to  the  police  grant  being 
withheld. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The  Sec- 
retary  of  State  has  made  inquiry  in  this 
matter  and  finds  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  police  have  failed  to  repress 
violence  or  disorder  at  Brecon.  It  is  no 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  police  tiO  secure  a 


quiet  hearing  to  a  speaker  or  to  prevent 
verbal  interruptions.  The  Secretary  of 
State  sees  no  reason,  on  the  facts  known 
to  him,  for  addressing  any  warning  to  the 
responsible  local  authority. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  Is  the  hon. 
Grentleman  aware  that  at  one  time  there 
were  ugly  rushes  endangering  life,  and 
that  the  police  did  not  interfere  1 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  That  is 
not  our  information. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester) :  And  cannot  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man make  inquiries  in  other  quarters  t 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  We  have 
had  a  statement  of  facts  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  Why  not  take 
the  same  steps  topreserve  order  at  Brecon 
as  are  taken  at  Hyde  Park  ? 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Similar 
steps  should  be  taken  if  the  cases  are 
similar. 

Workmen's  CompenBation— Kettering 
Judgment. 

Sir  FRANCIS  CHANNING  (North- 
amptonshire, E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
recent  judgment  of  the  County  Court 
Judge  at  Kettering  in  the  case  of  Bowler  v. 
Foskett,  under  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act,  in  which  it  is  held  that  Section 
13  of  the  Act  does  not  cover  accidents  to 
workmen  employed  on  casual  labour  or 
peicework ;  whether  he  will  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  as  to  whether 
the  principle  on  which  this  judgment  is 
based  is  likely  to  be  upheld  ;  and  whether 
in  that  event,  he  will,  in  the  interests 
alike  of  workmen,  employees,  and  insur- 
ance companies,  introauce  a  short  declara- 
tory Bill  to  make  clear  the  intention  of 
Parliament  to  include  casual  and  piece 
labour  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  The  See- 
retary  of  State  has  read  the  newspaper 
report  of  the  case.  The  decision  does  not 
go  so  far  as  the  hon.  Member  suggests. 
The  main  question  of  law  before  the  Court 
was  whether  the  applicant  was  employed 
as  a  workman,  or  whether  he  was  a  person 
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who  had  undertakea  to  carry  out  an 
independent  contract ;  an  1  the  Court 
decided  the  question  in  the  latter  sense. 
It  is  true  that  the  Judge  referred  to  the 
facts  that  the  man  was  paid  hy  the  piece 
and  that  he  was  not  regularly  employed. 
But  the  Secretary  of  State  does  not  con- 
sider that  there  is  any  need  for  fresh 
legislation,  since  there  can  he  no  douht 
that  piece-workers  and  casual  labourers 
are  entitled  to  compensation  under  the 
Act  in  all  proper  cases. 

Literature  in  Prisons. 
Mr.  MONTAGU  (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton) :  I  beg  to  adk  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  public 
attention  has  recently  been  directed 
towards  the  regulations  in  prisons  as  to 
the  supply  of  books  and  other  matters, 
he  will  make  investigations  by  Depart- 
mental Committee,  or  otherwise,  with  a 
view  to  improving  these  regulations. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  The  Sec- 
retary of  State  replied  to  this  Question  a 
day  or  two  ago,  in  a  printed  Answer  which 
was  circulated  with  the  Votei,  that  the 
matter  was  under  his  consideration. 

Motor  Cab  BegnlationB. 
Mr.  cooper  (Southwark,  Bermond- 
«ey) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  several  motor  cabs  on  the  day  of  the 
Marathon  race  arrived  at  Windsor  with 
six,  and  in  one  case  eight,  passengers; 
whether  the  police  have  made  any  report 
or  taken  any  action  in  the  matter ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  this  inactivity  on  the  part 
of  the  police  arose  because  the  police 
were  of  opinion  that  in  neither  of  these 
cases  was  there  a  case  of  serious  over- 
crowding ;  and  whether  he  has  considered 
that  the  official  refusal  to  carry  out  the 
terms  upon  which  a  cab  licence  is  granted 
acts  unfairly  to  other  licensed  drivers 
and  deprives  them  of  an  opportunity  of 
securing  a  fare. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The 
Secretary  of  State's  attention  has  not 
been  drawn  to  the  incidents  mentioned 
and  he  does  not  know  whether  the 
Windsor  police  took  any  action.  The 
Metropolitan  police  had  not  heard  of  them. 
The  occasion  was  of  course  very  ex- 
<)eptional ;  but  the  presence  in  a  cab  of 


six  or  eight  passengers  would  certainly  be 
regarded  by  the  Metropolitan  police  as 
serious  overcrowding.  Every  endeavour 
is  made  by  the  police  to  enforce  the  cab 
regulations  impartially  and  with  due 
regard  both  to  the  interests  of  cab  drivers 
and  to  the  public  convenience. 

Bobbery  and  Violence  in  Yorkshire. 

Mr.   SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention     has     been     directed    to    the 
remarks  of  Lord  Coleridge,  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Assize,  to  the  grand  jury  at  the 
,  Norman  ton  assizes,  in  which  he  referred 
I  to  the  fact  that  several  cases  of  robbery 
I  with  violence  were  to  come  before  them, 
and  laid  stress  on  the  inflicting  of  the 
I  sentences  of  corporal  punishment,  mostly 
I  passed  in  cases  of   this  nature  to  check 
such  crimes  ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  observations  of  the  learned  judge 
I  and  to  the  fact  that  the  great  majority 
'  of  judges  never  impose  the  punishment 
of  the  lash,  which  is  a  matter  of  judicial 
discretion,  he  will  undertake,  in  each  case 
in  which  a  sentence  of  flogging  is  imposed, 
to    consider  the  facts   with   a   view,  if 
possible,     to     the     remission     of     the 
sentence. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The 
Secretary  of  State  doubts  whether  the 
hon.  Member  has  placed  the  right  in- 
terpretation on  the  observations  which 
Lord  Coleridge  is  reported  to  have  made 
in  charging  the  Grand  Jury,  at  Swansea, 
on  the  17th  of  this  month ;  but,  however 
that  may  be,  he  may  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that,  by  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act, 
1907,  their  tribunal  has  been  established 
to  which  prisoners  sentenced  to  corporal 
punishment  can  apply  for  leave  to  appeal 
against  their  sentences  or  their  convic- 
tions ;  and  that  no  sentence  of  corporal 
punishment  can  be  carried  out  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  period  within 
which  such  an  application  can  be  made. 
I  must  decline  to  give  the  undertaking 
asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  H.  C.  LEA:  H^ve  there  been 
any  successful  appeals  against  sentences 
for  flogging  ? 

xMr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  asked  for 
notice. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


1491 


Qiiestions, 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


1492 


Meat  Trade  Inqniry. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Ti^e  when  the  Committee  upon  meat 
prices  \n'll  sit ;  and  whether  their  sittings 
will  be  public. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) : 
I  understand  that  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  upon  combina- 
tions in  the  meat  trade  has  been  fixed  for 
Friday  next,  31st  July.  As  at  present 
advised  I  see  no  reason  for  any  departure 
from  the  usual  practice  that  the  meetings 
of  Departmental  Committees  are  not  open 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  was  consulted  as  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  price  of  meat,  and  agreed  to  the 
proposed  composititHi  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr,  COURTHOPE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
in  view  of  the  importance  to  British  agri- 
culture of  the  question  of  meat  supply, 
and  the  inadequate  representation  of  the 
agricultural  interest  upon  the  proposed 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  meat  prices, 
he  will  postpone  the  inquiry  until  the 
Autumn  Session  in  order  to  enable  the 
question  to  be  adequately  discussed  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  Member  that  the  Com- 
mittee has  appointed  Friday  next,  the 
31  st  July  for  its  first  meeting.  As  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  is  limited  to 
an  inquiry  as  to  the  existence  and  influ- 
ence of  combination  of  companies  or  firms 
in  the  meat  trade  of  this  country  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  specific 
representation  of  the  agricultural  interest 
is  necessary,  or  that  a  postponement  of 
the  enquiry  is  desirable, 

Mr.  HICKS  BEACH  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) :  Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  scope  of  the  Committee  will  be  strictly 
confined,  and  that  they  will  not  inquire 
into  the  desirability  or  otherwise  of 
removing  the  restrictions  on  the  impor- 
tance of  Canadian  cattle  ? 


Mr.  CHURCHILL :  It  will  not  touch 
the  agricultural  side  of  the  question.  The 
Committee  are  to  inquire  into  the  economic 
and  financial  results  of  the  operations  of 
the  beef  trust. 

British  East  Africa— Native  Labour 
Boles. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  certain  Native  labour 
rules,  approved  by  him  on  his  own 
responsibility  when  visiting  the  British 
East  African  Protectorate,  were  con- 
demned at  a  large  meeting  of  colonists 
on  24th  March;  whether  he  was 
authorised  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
before  leaving  England  to  sanction  regu- 
lations or  do  other  acts  affecting  the 
general  policy  or  expenditure  of  the 
Protectorate  without  reference  Home. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :    The   promulga- 
tion of  rules  for  the  treatment  of  Native 
labourera  is  fully  within  the  competence 
of  the  Governor  of  East  Africa.     During 
my  visit  to  that  Protectorate  I  had  the 
opportunity    of     discussing     with    the 
Governor  and  his  officers  the  conditions 
under   which   Native   labour    should  be 
recruited  and  regulated,  and  His  Excel- 
lency saw  fit  to  embody  the  result  of 
these  conversations,  and  of  minutes  which 
I  had  written  upon  them  in  a  series  of 
rules  designed  to  secure  native  labourers 
recruited  for  private  employ  era  by  Groveni- 
ment  agency  protection  against  neglect 
or  ill  usage,  and  generally  to  enforce  a 
greater  respect   for  their  rights  and  a 
more  intimate  study  of  their  needs.    I 
afterwards  expressed  my  entire  agree- 
ment with  the  Governor  in  the  course  he 
had    adopted.       This     procedure    was 
regular  in   every  respect.     The  phrase 
employed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  "  con- 
denmed  at  a  large  meeting  of  colonists " 
is  inaccurate  and  misleading.     Less  than 
150  peraons  were  present  at  the  meeting. 
There  are  upwards  of  4,000,000  natives 
in  the  administered  districts  of  the  East 
African  Protectorate. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  was  underatood  to  ask 
if  the  meeting  of  colonists  was  not  a  very 
large  one. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  It  may  have 
been  large  for  Nairobi,  but  certainly  it 
was  not  large  when  compared  with  the 
number  of  settlera  concerned^  i^ 
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Edenbridge  Labourer's  Eviction. 
Mr,  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has  yet 
made  inquiries  into  the  case  of  the 
labourer,  David  Nicholls,  occupjdng  a 
cottage  near  Edenbridge,  in  Kent,  who, 
after  applying  for  land  under  the  Small 
Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  is  about  to 
be  e\'icted  from  his  cottage  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  David  Nicholls  was  admitted 
by  the  farmer  who  is  about  to  evict  him 
to  be  a  decent  and  respectable  man,  who 
has  paid  his  rent  regularly,  and  that  no 
satisfactory  reason  has  been  assigned  for 
the  action  that  is  now  being  taken  against 
him ;  and  whether,  if  the  facts  are  as 
stated,  the  Government  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  inserting  a  clause  in  the 
Housing  Bill  giving  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  special  powers  to  deal  with 
urgent  cases  of  this  kind. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  hnve  no  authority 
to  interfere  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  I 
do  not  gather  the  nature  of  the  powers 
which  my  hon.  friend  thinks  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board  should  be  authorised 
to  exercise  in  such  circumstances.  I  doubt, 
however,  whether  the  matter  could  be 
dealt  with  by  means  of  a  clause  in  the  | 
Housing  Bill.  , 

Millport  Telegraph  Service.  | 

Mr.  LAMONT  (Buteshire) :  I  beg  to  ' 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  inconvenience  caused  to 
the  people  of  Millport  by  the  frequent 
interruption  of  the  telegraph  service,  due 
to  the  bad  condition  of  the  cable  between 
that  place  and  the  mainland ;  and  whether 
he  will  give  instructions  to  have  the 
cable  repaired  or  replaced  at  an  early 
date. 

The  POSTMASTERGENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar) :  I  understand  that  the  cable  in 
question  has  not  previously  been  inter- 
rupted for  some  years,  and  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  will  kindly  give  me  par- 
ticulars of  the  alleged  "frequent  inter- 
ruption." In  consequence  of  the  recent 
interruption  it  was  decided  about  a  week 
ago  to  supply  a  new  shore  end  to  this 
cable. 


Postal  Employee's  Attacks  on  the 
Hobnouse  Committee. 

Sir  C.  hill  (Shrewsbury) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  public 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Dowling,  a  postman 
at  Maryborough,  containing  an  attack 
on  the  Chairman  and  other  Members  of 
the  Parliamentary  Select  Committee  on 
Post  Office  Servants ;  and  what  action 
he  intends  to  take,  or  has  taken,  in 
regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  My  atten- 
tion was  called  to  a  public  speech  made 
at  Maryborough  by  a  postman  named 
Dowling,  who,  I  may  mention,  had 
received  an  increase  of  3s.  a  week  in  his 
maximum  pay  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
reclassification.  The  speech  contained 
imputations  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
Chairman,  as  well  as  a  gross  personal 
attack  on  him  and  on  other  Members  of 
the  recent  Select  Committee  on  Post 
Office  Servants,  because  of  their  action 
as  Members  of  the  Committee.  When 
asked  for  an  explanation,  Dowling  made 
no  adequate  withdrawal  or  apology,  and 
I  decided  that  his  two  good  conduct 
stripes  should  be  forfeited  and  that  he 
should  be  severely  reprimanded.  I  feel 
sure  that  the  House  will  concur  in  the 
view  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  serious 
notice  of  Dowling's  conduct. 

Bnshden  Postmen's  Wages. 
Sir  FRANCIS  CHANNING :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  maximum  of  post- 
men's wages  has  been  reduced  at  Rushden, 
Northants,  by  Is.  a  week,  while  in  the 
adjoining  town  of  Wellingborough  the 
maximum  of  postmen's  wages  has  been 
raised  by  Is. ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  cost  of  living  and  the  character  of  the 
work  in  both  towns  are  approximately 
the  same,  Rushden  having  just  over 
15,000  inhabitants,  and  WeUingborough 
just  over  20,000  ;  whether  this  inequality 
of  the  maximum  of  wages  is  due  to  the 
somewhat  out-of-date  arrangement  by 
which  so  large  a  town  as  Rushden  is  still 
classed  as  a  rural  sorting  office;  and 
whether  he  will  make  local  inquiry  into 
the  circumstances,  and  consider  whether 
the  maximum  at  Rushden  can  be  raised 
to  the  level  of  Wellingborough. 

Mr. SYDNEY  BUXTON:  The  volume 
of  work  at  Wellingborough  is  represented 
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"by  134  units.  It  therefore  falls  into 
Class  III.  for  outdoor  force,  on  the 
system  of  classification  recommended  by 
the  Committee,  and  modified  by  me  for 
the  benefit  of  the  outdoor  force.  The 
lower  limit  for  that  class  is  approximately 
100  units  of  work,  as  stated  in  the 
Parliamentary  Paper  (Post  Office  : 
Changes  in  Wages,  etc.)  issued  on  the 
Uth  instant.  The  cost  of  living  is 
represented  by  the  index  number  96,  and 
is  therefore  slightly  below  the  average. 
Eushden  sub-office,  where  the  volume  of 
work  is  considerably  below  100,  being 
only  32  units,  goes  naturally  on  the  same 
system  into  Class  IV.  The  cost  of  living 
is  probably  about  the  same  at  Welling- 
borough. 

Work  for  School  Children. 
*Mr.  MONTAGU  (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  whether  the 
terms  of  reference  to  his  Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee  include  the  hearing  of 
evidence  in  support  of  extended  facilities 
for  taking  children  away  from  school 
to  engage  in  such  remunerative  work  as 
can  be  safely  entrusted  to  young  children, 
or  to  help  in  domestic  work  ;  whether  it 
is  intended  to  exclude  such  evidence ;  and 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  frame 
impartial  terms  and  set  up  an  impartial 
committee. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OP  EDUCATION  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury):  The  answer  to  the  first  part  of 
the  Question  is  in  the  negative.  So  far 
as  I  am  aware  the  Committee  and  the 
terms  of  reference  are  impartial.  In 
any  case  I  should  be  sorry  to  hazard  a 
guess  as  to  the  direction  in  which  my 
hon.  friend  thinks  they  are  biassed. 

*Mr.  MONTAGU  :    But  is  there  not 
:a  considerable  belief  that  the  children  are 
compelled  to  attend  school  in  the  country 
districts  to  the  prejudice  of  their  physical , 
welfare  1 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  daresay  that  j 
is  so,  but  this  is  hardly  relevant.  ; 

Mr.  MONTAGU:  But  would  not  it  j 
be  relevant  to  an  inquiry  into  facilities  I 
for  half-timers  ]  ] 

Mr.  runciman  :  I  have  no  doubt  j 
the  whole  question  will  be  fully  inquired  I 
into. 
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Douglas  Hall,  Hozton. 
Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchur.^h) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  London  County 
Council  have  asked  for  the  recognition  of 
Douglas  Hall,  Hoxton,  as  a  provided 
school  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating 
children  from  St.  John's  Church  of 
England  School  during  the  reconstruction 
of  the  school  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
it  is  proposed  to  transfer  the  children, 
staff,  and  managers  en  bloc  from  St.  John's 
School  to  Douglas  Hall,  and  subsequently 
to  transfer  them  to  St.  John's  School, 
and  thus,  in  fact,  to  defray  the  whole  ex- 
penses of  a  non-provided  school  out  of  the 
rates,  the  Board  will  decline  to  sanction 
the  proposal. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  Douglas 
Hall,  Hoxton,  to  which  the  London 
County  Council  propose  to  transfer  the 
children  from  St.  John  s  School,  is  the 
hall  of  a  political  club  ;  and  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  will 
decline  to  sanction  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  runciman  :  In  reply  to  these 
Questions,  the  building  referred  to  was,  1 
understand,  in  use  before  the  approval  of 
the  Board  was  asked.  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  is  the  hall  of  a  political  club,  but  in 
view  of  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  the 
premises  the  Board's  sanction  has  been 
given  only  on  the  understanding  that  their 
use  is  discontinued  after  the  summer  hoH- 
days.  The  attention  of  the  London  County 
Council  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  not  open  to  them  to  provide  premisef, 
even  of  a  temporary  nature,  for  a  volun- 
tary school  and  they  have  been  informed 
that  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  a 
building  should  be  hired  by  the  managers 
of  the  St.  John's  School  or  alternatively 
that  recognition  as  a  council  school, 
should  be  applied  for. 

Mr.  S.  COLLINS  (Lambeth,  Kenning- 
ton)  asked  whether  it  was  necessary 
under  Section  8  of  the  Education  Act  to 
give  notice  of  the  intention  to  use  these 
premises  as  a  school 

Mr.  runciman  asked  for  notice  of 


that  Question. 
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iBermondBey  County  Council  School. 

Mr.  cooper  (Bermondsey) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  he  is  aware 
that  many  parents  of  children  attend- 
ing the  London  County  Council  School, 
Monnow  Road,  Bermondsey,  have 
received  notices  of  the  intention  of 
the  Council  to  transfer  their  children  to 
some  other  school  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  in  some  cases  to  non-provided  schools ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  some  of  these 
children  have  attended  this  school  for 
some  considerable  period ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  RUNCLMAN  :  Part  of  this  school 
has  been  converted  into  a  higher 
elementary  school,  and  it  has,  therefore, 
been  necessary  to  provide  elsewhere  for 
children  who  are  not  qualified  for  ad- 
mission to  the  higher  elementary  school 
I  think  this  must  be  regarded  as  a 
reasonable  ground  for  exclusion  within 
the  meaning  of  Article  53  of  the  Code. 

Mr.  COOPER  :  Do  I  understand  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman^s  Answer  that 
the  children,  some  of  whom  for  several 
years  have  been  taught  the  religious 
syllabus  of  the  London  County  Council, 
will  now  be  compelled  to  accept  the 
sectarian  religious  teaching  of  a  non- 
provided  school,  or  their  parents  must 
take  advantage  of  the  conscience  clause 
and  their  children  be  deprived  of  any 
religious  teaching  at  school  ? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  County  Council 
must,  of  course,  carry  out  the  law. 

London  County  Council  School  at 
West  Square. 

Mr.  COOPER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  number  of 
children  attending  the  West  Square 
London  County  Council  School  have  been 
compulsorily  transferred  from  this  school 
to  other  schools  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
that  some  of  these  children  have  been 
sent  to  the  St.  Jude's  non-provided  school 
against  the  wishes  of  their  parenrts  ;  that 
the  parents  of  children  sent  to  this  school 
have  either  to  accept  sectarian  religious 
teaching  being  given  to  their  children  or 
take  advantage  of  the  conscience  clause ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  St.  Jude's 
school  has  been  overcrowded  by  this  action 
of  the  County  Council,   and  before  the 
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holidays  a  class  had  to  be  taught  in  the 
cloakroom,  he  proposes  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  Part  of  this  school 
has  been  converted  into  a  higher  elemen- 
tary school,  and  it  has  accordingly  been 
necessary  to  provide  elsewhere  for  children 
who  are  not  qualified  for  admission  to  the 
higher  elementary  school.  I  will  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  last  part  of  my  hon. 
friend's  Question. 

Llangollen  SchooL 
Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  the  legal  questions  of 
some  importance  raised  by  the  managers 
of  the  Llangollen  Church  of  Engknd 
School,  were  raised  by  their  letter  of  the 
17th  of  March  last;  whether  a  reply  to 
those  questions  have  yet  been  arrived  at, 
and,  if  not,  what  is  the  reason  why  so 
long  a  period  has  been  found  necessary 
for  deciding  a  point  of  law. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  The  legal  ques 
tions  referred  to  were  raised  by  the 
managers  in  a  letter  dated  the  2l8t 
February,  and  have  received  careful  con- 
sideration. I  have  now  decided  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  depart  from  the 
decision  which  was  previously  arrived  at 
and  which  has  since  been  acted  upon. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  the  case  of  the 
Garforth  School  in  the  West  Riding, 
which  seemed  to  raise  very  much  the 
same  point  1 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  If  the  noble  Lord 
wishes  to  draw  any  analogy  between  the 
two  cases,  I  should  like  notice  of  the 
Question. 

Penmachno  SchooL 
Lord  R.  CECIL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether,  in  view  of  the  proximity  of  the 
site  of  the  proposed  Penmachno  School  to 
a  sewage  tank,  any  local  inquiry  was 
held  by  the  Board  as  to  its  suitability ; 
if  so,  whether  the  report  was  in  favour  of 
the  site ;  to  whom  did  the  site  belong 
and  what  was  the  price  paid  for  it ;  and 
how  and  by  whom  was  the  price  settled. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  No  local  inquiry 
was  held  by  the  Board,  as  no  objections 
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to  the  site  were  received  by  them,  but  the 
report  from  their  inspector  was  not  un- 
favourable. I  understand  that  the 
sewage  tank  referred  to  has  been  disused 
for  some  considerable  time,  and  that  the 
objections  on  that  score  will  only  arise  in 
the  event  of  the  tanks  again  being 
worked.  The  sit.e  belonged  to  Dr. 
W.  N.  Williams.  The  price  paid  was 
£400,  which  waa  settled,  I  presume,  by 
agreement  between  the  vendor  and  the 
Carnarvonshire  County  Council. 

LordR.  CECIL:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  only  £350  was 
given  for  4  acres  of  land,  of  which  this 
school  site  purchased  for  £400  was 
a  part? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  replied  in  the 
negative. 

Newspapers  Files  for  Members. 

Mr.  LARDNER  (Monoghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  if  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  providing  a  room,  and  arranging  for 
the  filing  of  the  daily  papers  in  the  House 
for  at  least  a  year  back,  for  the  con- 
venience of  Members  who  may  wish  to 
refer  to  them  during  the  course  of  the 
Parliamentary  Session. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  L.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  The  disposal  of  newspapers 
is  under  the  charge  of  the  Librarian  and 
Authorities  of  the  House ;  I  regret  to  say 
that  there  is  no  unoccupied  room  avail- 
able for  this  or  any  other  purpose. 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General 
whether  he  will  state  if  the  police  auth- 
orities in  England  have  full  information 
affecting  several  companies,  such  as  the 
Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company, 
as  to  their  fraudulent  constitution  and 
business  methods ;  will  he  state  if  they 
have  similar  information  as  to  concerns 
known  as  doubtful  traders;  will  he  say 
where  this  information  can  be  obtained 
by  the  public;  and,  in  view  of  Judge 
Parrv's  recent  remarks  in  Manchester  at 
his  Quarter  Sessions,  will  he  direct  steps 
to  be  taken  to  warn  the  public  in  some 
way,  that  they  may  safeguard  themselves 
against  attempts  to  obtain  money  under 


false  pretences  by  companies  or  indi- 
viduals known  to  the  authorities  to  be 
fraudulent. 

The  ATTORNEY^ENERAL  (Sir  W. 
ROBSON,  South  Shields)  said  he  could  not 
answer  as  to  the  particular  case  mentioned, 
and  upon  the  general  question  could  not 
undertake  to  say  what  information  might 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  police.  He 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  that,  if  the 
police  obtained  the  necessary  evidence 
which  in  his  opinion  would  justify  such 
action,  proceedings  would  be  taken  by 
the  Public  Prosecutor.  He  could  scarcely 
undertake  to  issue  such  a  warning  as  was 
indicated  in  the  question. 

Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.) 
asked  if  it  was  intended  to  take  any 
action  in  respect  to  advertisements  in 
newspapers  having  the  effect  of  misleading 
the  public. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  was  disposed 
to  hope  that  some  action  would  be  taken 
by  the  proprietors  of  newspapers,  with 
whom  he  hsui  been  in  communication,  to 
check  the  insertion  of  such  advertisements. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY:  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  look  at 
the  Police  Gazette  he  will  see  how  many 
companies  there  are  of  that  description. 

Thnrso  Steamboat  Service. 
Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  will  consider  the  possibility  of  estab- 
lishing a  regular  weekly  steamboat 
service  between  Lochinver  and  Thurso. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SC0TLANI> 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  As  my  hon. 
friend  is  aware,  the  efforts  that  have  been 
made  to  develop  local  traffic  north  of 
Lochinver  have  not  been  successful  and 
no  proposition  of  the  kind  referred  to  is- 
now  before  me. 

Burning  of  Crofter's  House  in  Suther 

landshire. 
Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  has 
any  further  information  with  regard  to 
the  alleged  burning  of  crofters'  houses  in 
the  parish  of  Creich,  Sutherlandshire. 

Mr.   SINCLAIR :   I  have  received  a 
report  from  the  Chief  Constable  stating. 
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that  a  house  in  the  Parish  of  Creich,  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Murray,  was 
burned  by  a  Sheriff's  officer  on  the  18th 
instant.  It  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  some 
doubt  whether  Murray  was  a  crofter  who 
had  paid  rent  to  Mrs.  Hadwin  the  owner 
of  the  estate  or  not.  I  am  making 
further  inquiries  and  shall  inform  my 
hon.  friend. 

Mr.  MORTON :  Who  is  the  owner  of 
the  property  and  who  authorised  the 
burning  of  the  house  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR ;  I  have  said  I  am  still 
making  inquiry  as  to  the  facts. 

Mr,  VINCENT  KENNEDY:  Were 
the  premises  evicted  before  they  were  set 
fire  to? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  assume  so.  The 
Sheriff's  officer  acted  on  a  decree  of  the 
Court. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  Was  the 
house  set  fire  to  in  order  to  get  the 
tenant  out  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon. 
ffentleman  has  already  stated  that  he  is 
further  inquiring  into  the  facts. 

Farrihy  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  HALPIN  (Clare,  W.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  John  Haugh,  with  his  wife 
and  eight  young  children,  were  evicted 
from  their  holding  at  Farrihy,  owing,  at 
the  date  of  their  eviction,  two-ahd  a-half 
years  rent ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
during  the  great  storm  in  June  last,  they 
took  shelter  in  their  old  home,  and  that 
Haugh  offered  to  pay  one  year's  rent  to 
the  landlord,  Mr.  R,  Stacpool,  and  the 
balance  in  instalments,  if  permitted  to 
remain  ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BrRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that  on 
31st  March  last,  they  received  from  John 
Haugh  an  application  for  reinstatement  in 
a  holding  from  which  he  was  evicted  on 
11th  January  last.  The  Commissioners 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  eviction.    Having  regard  to  the 


recent  date  of  the  eviction  the  Commis 
sioners  are  not  able  to  say  when  they 
will  be  in  a  position  to  consider  the 
application.  There  are  numerous  prior 
cases  which  must  first  be  dealt  with. 

Oranagill  Orangemen. 
Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  road  from  Cranagill  to  Annagh- 
more  station,  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
has  from  time  immemorial  been  used  by 
all  persons  on  their  lawful  avocations ;  if 
he  is  aware  that  on  the  13th  July  last 
the  members  of  the  Cranagill  Orange 
Lodge  were  prevented  by  the  police  frcrai 
passing  along  this  road ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  six  Nationalists  from  this  district 
were  sentenced  by  Mr.  Justice  Dodd,  at 
the  recent  Armagh  Assizes,  to  two 
months  imprisonment  for  attacking 
members  of  the  Orange  Order;  and  if 
he  will  state  on  what  grounds  the 
members  of  this  lodge  were  debarred 
from  their  accustomed  use  of  this  high- 
way. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  In  ordinary  circum- 
stances the  road  from  Cranagill  to 
Annaghmore  is  open  to  all  persons.  On 
i3th  July  the  police  prevented  the 
Cranagill  Orange  drumming  party  from 
passing  over  Annaghmore  Hill,  an 
eicclusively  Nationalist  locality,  and  in- 
duced them  to  proceed  to  Annaghmore 
railway  station  by  another  and  safe 
route  which  is  but  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
longer.  At  the  recent  Assizes,  eight 
persons  were  sent  to  prison  for  two 
months  for  attacking  an  Orange  drum- 
ming party  near  Ajinaghmore.  Party 
feehng  runs  high  in  the  locality,  and 
the  police  authorities  consider  it  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  that 
Orange  parties  with  drums  should  not 
pass  over  Annaghmore  Hill.  The  Orange 
party  have  seldom  attempted  to  use 
that  road.  In  April,  1906,  a  serious 
riot  took  place  when  they  attempted  to 
do  so,  and  later  in  the  same  year  a 
force  of  150  police  had  to  be  called  in 
to  keep  the  peace  when  a  similar  attempt 
was  made. 


Sales  by  the  Estates  Oommissioners. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if/he^ 
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the  date  on  which  the  estates  for  sale 
now  being  dealt  with  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  were  lodged;  and  how 
many  estates  have  been  sold  trough  the 
Estates  Commissioners  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  May,  1908. 

Mr.  BIRRELL;  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners are  at  present  dealing  with 
estates  for  the  sale  of  which  the  agree- 
ments were  lodged  in  June,  1905.  During 
the  year  ending  3l8t  May  last  proceedings 
were  instituted  before  the  Commissioners 
for  the  sale  of  1,188  estates  by  landlords 
to  tenants,  and  for  the  sale  to  the  Land 
Commission  of  127  estates  by  landlords, 
and  of  12  estates  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court. 

Dickson  Estate,  Doon. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  lands  of  Lackanagoneeny,  Doon, 
County  Limerick,  formerly  part  of  the 
Dickson  property,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners ;  and,  if  so,  what 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  its  allotment 
and  distribution,  or  is  there  a  prospect  of 
such  in  the  immediate  future. 

*  Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  not  yet  received  posses- 
sion of  the  untenanted  lands  referred  to, 
but  their  inspector  has  been  directed  to 
prepare  a  scheme  for  the  division  of  the 
lands. 

Ballyneety  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
late  Morgan  Hayes,  of  Carriganaltin. 
Ballyneety,  County  Limerick,  was  evicted 
within  the  past  twenty  years  off  two 
farms  on  the  estate  of  Courtney  Croker, 
one  farm  at  the  above  address,  the  other 
on  the  Ballinagarde  side  of  the  road ;  is 
he  aware  that  a  stepson  of  Hayes,  named 
Peacocke,  whose  father  originally  owned 
one  farm,  is  living  in  America,  and  a 
daughter,  named  Mrs.  Hammersly,  lives 
in  the  parish  of  Grean,  some  ten  miles 
distant ;  and  have  those  persons  applied 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners  for  those 
evicted  farms,  and,  now  that  the  Croker 
estate  is  being  sold  off  to  the  tenants, 
will  the  daughter  and  stepson  of  Hayes 
be  restored,  one  to  each  farm. 


Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com 
missioners  have  received  from  Mr.  Pea- 
cocke and  Mrs.  Hammersly  applications 
for  evicted  holdings  on  the  estate  in 
question,  and  have  referred  the  case  to 
their  inspector  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  division  of  the  untenanted  lands 
on  the  estate.  The  applications  will  be 
fully  considered  by  the  Commissioners 
when  they  are  dealing  with  the  inspector's 
report. 

Clery  Minors  Estate.  Limerick. 
Mr.  LUNDON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  can  he  say  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  are  in  negotiation, 
or  have  instituted  proceedings,  with  the 
Court  of  Chancery  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Clery  Minors  Estate  at  Athlacca, 
County  Limerick,  with  the  view  of  dis- 
tributing it  among  the  holders  of  xm- 
economic  holdings,  landless  people,  and 
evicted  tenants  ;  can  he  say  whether  the 
leases  of  the  cattle  dealers  and  exporters 
from  the  Court  have  expired ;  and,  if  so, 
will  the  Court,  in  whose  hands  the 
estate  now  is,  sell  it  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners  for  the  above  purposes. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  am  informed  that 
in  November  last  an  order  was  made  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  authorising  the 
receiver  of  this  estate  to  enter  into 
negotiations  with  the  tenants  for  the 
sale  to  them  of  their  holdings.  The 
matter  has  since  on  several  occasions  lieen 
under  consideration,  but  no  agreement 
for  sale  has  yet  been  arrived  at.  I  do 
not  gather  that  any  question  as  to  selling 
the  estate  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
has  arisen,  but  the  Lord  Chancellor  will 
doubtless  take  the  matter  into  his 
consideration. 

Police  Protection  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary 10  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  will  state  what  was  the 
number  of  persons  receiving  constant 
police  protection  and  special  protection 
by  patrols  throughout  Ireland  on  the 
last  day  of  June,  1908. 

Mu.  BIRRELL:  On  30th  June  there 
were  in  Ireland  seventy-one  cases  of 
constant  police  protection  and  238  cases 
of  protection  by  patrols. 
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Balljrvonmeen  Evicted  Tenant 
Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  the  late  James 
Eeardon,  of  Ballyvoumeen,  Cahirconlish, 
County  Limerick,  was  evicted  from  his 
farm  some  fifteen  years  ago;  that  a  planter 
named  Timothy  Reardon  subsequently 
took  up  the  farm ;  has  the  wife  or  son  of 
James  Reardon  made  any  application  to 
the  Estates  Commissioners  for  reinstate- 
ment ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds  has 
reinstatement  been  refused  or  delayed. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  received  an  application 
for  reinstatement  from  the  widow  of  the 
late  James  Reardon,  and  have  decided  to 
provide  her  with  a  holding  if  they  should 
acquire  untenanted  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Ontrages  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  l>eg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  was  the 
number  of  outrages  in  Ireland  recorded 
as  agrarian  and  non-agrarian,  respectively, 
in  which  firearms  were  used  during  the 
six  months  ended  30th  June,  1908. 

Mk.  BIRRELL :  The  numbers  are- 
Agrarian,  83 ;  non-agrarian,  37. 

Orange  Demonstration  in  Fermanagli. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  :I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  on  the  12th  July  last  the 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  Brookborough  and 
Snow  Hill,  County  Fermanagh,  were 
obliged,  on  their  way  to  church,  to  pass 
under  several  Orange  arches  spanning  the 
public  roads  of  these  villages;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  irritation 
produced  by  the  erection  of  these  party 
emblems  and  to  the  calculated  insult  con- 
veyed thereby  to  the  Catholics  in  the 
districts  in  which  they  are  erected,  steps 
will  be  taken,  in  the  interests  of  peace  and 
goodwill  and  the  maintenance  of  public 
order,  to  prevent  similar  displays  of 
Orange  party  emblems  on  the  12th 
August,  more  especially  as  Catholics  and 
Nationalists  forbear  from  any  displays 
calculated  to  ofiTend  the  feelings  of  their 
Protestant  neighbours  in  their  annual 
celebrations  on  the  15th  August. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  police  authorities 
inform  me  that  on  12th  July  two  Orange 
arches  were  erected  over  the  public  road 
at  Brookborough,  but  none  at  Snow  Hill. 
One  of  the  arches  at  Brookborough  was 
put  up  in  a  Catholic  district  within  200 
yards  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  the 
congregation  had  to  pass  under  it  when 
going  to  and  from  church.  The  in- 
habitants resented  the  erection  of  this 
arch  and  pulled  it  down,  but  it  was 
subsequently  put  up  again.  The  local 
police  are  of  opinion  that  the  erection  of 
Orange  arches  in  this  Catholic  district  s 
liable  to  endanger  the  peace,  and  the 
question  whether  the  erection  of  such 
arches  can  be  prevented  in  the  future 
is  at  present  under  the  consideration  of 
the  authorities. 

Mr.  LARDNER  :  Had  they  to  obtain 
the  permission  of  the  local  authorities 
to  erect  these  arches  ] 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  am  told  they  were 
not  consulted. 

Mr.  LARDNER:  And  yet  the  Post- 
master-General has  to  obtain  permission 
to  carry  a  wire  across  the  street. 

De  Blaqniere  Estate,  Clare. 
Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Thomas  Han  ley,  Tubber, 
County  Clare,  holds  only  1  acre  1  rood 
22  poles  of  land  on  the  De  Blaquiere 
Estate ;  and  will  he  explain  why  this 
tenant's  holding  was  not  increased  and 
made  economic. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  referred  Thomas  Hanley's 
application  to  their  inspector  for  inquiry 
and  report,  and  until  they  have  received 
the  report  they  are  unable  to  say  what 
their  decision  in  the  matter  may  be. 

Irish  School  Literature. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-* 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  sanction  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Advanced  National 
Reader,  a  book  which  has  been  exten- 
sively used  in  Irish  national  schools  for 
the  past  three  years ;    whether  the  first 
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and  only  public  notification  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  sanction  of  the  use  of  the 
book  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  to  the  Imperial 
Protestant  Federation ;  can  he  state 
whether  the  decision  there  announced 
was  made  by  the  Commissioners  as  a 
body,  or,  if  not,  by  whose  authority  was 
it  issued ;  and  can  he  specify  what  part 
or  parts  of  the  book  are  now  pronounced 
unsuitable  for  Irish  national  schools. 

Mr.  BIBBELL:  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  me  that 
Brown  and  Nolan's  Advanced  Beader  was 
never  sanctioned  for  general  use  in 
national  schools.  It  was  sanctioned  for 
use  in  some  particular  schools,  but  on 
objection  being  made  to  it  on  religious 
and  political  grounds  the  sanction  in  these 
cases  was  withdrawn  in  accordance  with 
Bule  124  (a).  The  Commissioners  do 
not  consider  it  necessary  to  make  any 
further  statement  on  the  subject.  The 
whole  question  is  to  be  considered  by  the 
Board  at  their  next  meeting. 

Mr.  McHUGH:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Nationaal 
Board  considered  this  book  at  their  meet- 
ing yesterday,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
Protestant  Imperial  Federation  1 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  I  do  not  know  what 
happened  at  that  meeting.  I  dare  say  I 
shall  be  supplied  with  information  before 
long. 

Mb.  McHUGH  gave  notice  that  he 
would  raise  the  question. 

Mr.  PATBICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  National  Board 
met  yesterday  and  investigated  the  merits, 
of  a  book,  the  circulation  of  which  they 
had  stopped  many  weeks  ago,  condemning 
it  first  and  buying  it  afterwards  1 

Mr,  BIBBELL :  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  business  that  was  before  them. 

Mr.  McHUGH  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  know  that  the  Imperial  Pro- 
testant Federation  has  Lord  Ashtown  as 
its  figure-head  t 

Mr.  BIBBELL  said  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  BABBIE  (Londonderry,  N.) 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  make  him 
self  acquainted  with  the  book  ? 


Mk.  BIBBELL :  Oh,  I  have  the  book 
in  my  room,  and  I  propose  taking  it 
away  with  me  on  my  holidays. 

Mr.  LABDNEB  :  Is  the  Federation  to 
decide  what  is  to  be  read  in  Catholic 
schools? 

Mr.  BIBBELL :  Not  at  alL 

Mr.  McHUGH  :  Has  the  risht  hon. 
Gentleman  any  control  over  the  National 
Board  of  Education  1 

Mr,  BIBBELL :  Only  when  they  die. 

Mr.  PATBICK  O^BBIEN :  And  in  the 
interests  of  education  the  sooner  they 
die  the  better. 

Warrenpoint  Excursion  Fatality. 
Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Tvsde  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fatality  to  a  lady 
excursionist  at  Warrenpoint,  County 
Down,  Ireland,  on  Sunday,  19th  July, 
1908 ;  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  feeling 
that  exists  that  had  the  Great  Northern 
Bailway  Company  taken  reasonable 
precautions  this  fatality  would  have  been 
avoided ;  and  whether  he  will  order  an 
inquiry,  which  will  satisfy  the  public 
and  which  may  lead  to  the  prevention  of 
such  accidents  in  the  future. 

Mr.  CHUBCHILL:  This  accident  has 
been  duly  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Trade.  No  representations  have  been 
received  indicating  that  the  railway 
company  failed  to  take  reasonable  pre- 
cautions. Both  the  jury  at  the  coroner's 
inquest  and  the  police  have  expressed 
the  opinion  that  no  blame  attached  to 
anyone,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  a 
further  inquiry. 

The  Bank  of  Ireland. 
•  Mr.  swift  MACNFJLL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  has  considered  the  question 
as  to  whether  any  change  should  be  made 
in  the  relations  of  the  Government  with 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  in  which  the 
Government  accounts  are  kept,  and  of 
which  the  late  Treasury  Bemembrancer 
in  Dublin  Castle  became  a  director  while 
still  holding  that  office,  and  which  is 
given  a  preference  in  dealings   by  the 


Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1509 


Quedions. 


{29  July  1908} 


Questions. 


1510 


<}oyemmeDt  to  other  banking  institutions 
in  Ireland,  regard  being  had  to  the 
decision  in  the  action  of  Alderman 
Corrigan  against  Mr.  Edward  R.  Read, 
as  chairman  of  the  late  National  Assur- 
ance Company  of  Ireland,  which  was 
lieard  in  Dublin  in  June  last  before  Mr. 
Justice  Andrews  and  a  special  jury,  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  National  Assurance 
Company,  four  of  whose  directors  are  abo 
•directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  was 
accommodated  by  overdrafts  up  to 
JB90,000  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  by 
which  the  directors  were  enabled  to 
-conceal  its  true  position  and  to  postpone 
its  winding-up,  to  the  ruin  of  the  share- 
holders; and  whether  he  has  considered 
the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  on  public 
confidence  in  commercial  probity  by 
revelations  of  so  grave  a  character 
making  no  alteration  in  the  attitude  of 
of  the  Gk>vemment  to  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  as  a  favoured  institution  for 
Oovemment  accounts  or  business. 

Mb.  LLOYD -GEORGE:  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  Answers  which 
I  have  already  given  to  similar  Questions 
put  down  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
6th  and  8th  instant. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  admit  the  fact  that 
four  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
were  likewise  directoi-s  of  this  fraudulent 
company,  and  does  he  admit  the  Grovem- 
ment  give  a  preference  in  all  money 
transactions  to  this  bank  ? 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  May  I  remind  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  giving  informa- 
tion, not  asking  for  it. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL :  May  I 
.ask  whether  it  is  a  fact 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  On  a  point 
of  Order,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  usual  for 
counsel  employed  in  a  case  to  use  the 
information  he  has  received  as  counsel  t 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
s,t  all  desirable  that  counsel  who  has  been 
employed  should  take  any  part. 


Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL:  As  a 
matter  of  personal  explanation,  may  I  say 
that  my  interest  was  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff,  in  whose  interests  this  Question 
is  put.  I  simply  rose  in  the  interests  of 
fair  play  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  was  aware  that  the  facts  of 
this  case  are  still  sub  judiee  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  think  there 
is  an  appeal.  I  am  not  clear  whether 
it  is  a  question  of  fact  or  a  question  of 
law,  but  it  makes  it  undesirable  that  I 
should  give  any  answer  which  would 
prejudice  the  case  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  know  that  the 
questions  of  fact  are  undisputed  and 
that  the  appeal  is  on  a  question  of  law  % 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  say 
whether  the  £90,000  was  advanced  by 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  out  of  the  unclaimed 
balances  ? 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  Financial 
morals  in  Ireland. 

Irish  Land  Stock. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether,  in  view  of  the 
disappointment  felt  by  small  investors  in 
connection  with  allotments  made  recently 
of  Irish  Land  Stock,  he  will  when  issuing 
future  Government  loans  adopt  some 
such  method  as  the  following,  viz.,  to 
issue  the  prospectus  to  the  public  twenty- 
four  hours  before  subscriptions  are 
received;  make  the  application  money 
£15  per  centum  ;  promptly  close  the  list 
of  subscriptions  for  town  (the  country 
applications  to  have  twelve  hours  longer) 
as  soon  as  the  loan  is  covered  a  few  times ; 
allow  only  one  application  from  the  same 
address  ;  and  give  prior  allotment  to  all 
applicants  undertaking  to  pay  up  in  full 
on  the  understanding  that  the  stock 
allotted  to  them  is  not  to  be  transferable 
or  certificates  to  bearer  obtained  until 
the  final  call  has  been  paid  upon  the 
partly-paid  stock,  the  bank  to  issue  letters 
of  allotment  in  two  colours,  thus  differen- 
tiating between  fully  paid  and  partly- 
paid  stock. 

Mr.  LLOYDGEORGE :  I  am  obUged 
to  the  hon.  Member  j|Oj^^g^  suggestions. 
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which  shall  }>6  borne  in  mind.  Some  of 
them  could  not,  I  fear,  be  adopted  without 
risk  of  interfering  with  the  success  of  a 
loan,  and  others  would  impose  conditions 
which  could  easily  be  evad!ed.  But  I  will 
consider  the  nciatter  further. 

Irish  Land  Pnrchasa  Act. 
Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether, 
before  the  House  rises,  he  can  give  any 
information  as  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  for  financing  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Act. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AswiUitH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  make  an  statement  on  the  subject 
befwe  the  House  rises. 

The  Idealising  Bill. 
Mr.  ADKINS  (Lancashire,  Middle- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether,  if  Clause  1  of  the  Licensing 
Bill  becomes  law,  it  will  be  possible  under 
f^ny  circumstances  to  grant  a  licence  for  a 
new  hotel  in  any  place  while  the  number 
of  licences  in  that  place  is  above  the  strict 
statutory  scale. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Under  the  clause  as 
it  stands  at  present  such  a  licence  could 
in  my  opinion  be  granted  imder  the  pro- 
\isions  for  the  modification  of  the  statu- 
tory scale,  but,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable practical  importance,  I  propose 
to  make  the  matter  clear  by  inserting  on 
the  Report  stage  an  express  enactment 
that  in  proper  circumstances  and  imder 
proper  limitations  a  new  licence  can  be 
granted  to  an  hotel,  notwithstanding  the 
provisions  of  the  clause.  The  provision 
would  apply  not  only  to  hotels,  but  to 
railway  refreshment  rooms,  &c. 

Mr.  ADKINS :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  the  inclusion  in  Clause 
1  of  the  Licensing  Bill  of  the  period  of 
fourteen  years  as  the  period  for  the 
statutory  reduction  of  on-licences  neces- 
sarily involves  the  retention  of  fourteen 
years  as  the  period  for  the  time-limit 
under  Clause  3. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  No,  Sir;  the  period 
for  the  statutory  reduction  under  Clause 
1,  and  the  perioa  for  the  lime-limit  under 
Clause  3,  need  not  necessarily  be  iden- 
tical. 


Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln)  : 
May  I  ask  whether  the  decision  taken 
imder  Clause  1  necessarily  precludes  th& 
possibility  of  shortening  the  period  under 
Clause  3  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  No,  Sir,  neither 
shortening  nor  lengthening. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
5  Mr.    W.ILTER  LONG    (Dublin,    S.) 
asked   as  to  the  order  of  business  for 
Friday. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  slated  that  the  first 
business  for  Friday  would  be  the  Com- 
mittee Stage  of  the  Appropriation  Bill ; 
after  that  he  proposed  to  take  the  Lords' 
Amendments  to  the  Old- Age  Pensions 
Bill  and  the  Irish  Universities  Bill.  As 
he  was  afraid  there  was  not  general 
assent  to  the  Motion  with  regard  to  the 
Wednesday  sittings  in  the  autumn  they 
would  afterwards  take  the  Motion  for  the 
adjournment.  The  Motion  with  regard 
to  Wednesdays  would  not  be  taken 
unless  there  was  general  assent. 


LORD  CROMER. 
Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich):  I  beg  to 
give  notice  that  on  an  early  day  I  will 
move — "  That,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  this  House  recently  voted  £50,000 
to  Lord  Cromer  it  is  of  opinion  that  he 
does  not  stand  in  need  of  a  Government 
pension  of  £900  per  annum,  and  that  it 
should  cease  on  and  after  1st  January, 
1915." 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES)- 
Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Conmiittee  C 
(in  respect  of  the  Cod  Mines  (Eight 
Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill :  Mr.  Long  and  Earl 
Percy ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution 
(in  respect  of  the  said  Bill) :  Mr.  Samuel 
Roberts  and  Sir  Frederick  Banbury. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOTTERIES  AND  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up» 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     FNo.  275.1   ,  , 
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MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (MERCANTILE 
CORPORATIONS  AND  COMPANIES) 
BILL  [LORDS]. 

Eead  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday,  13th  October, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  347.] 


CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be    considered 
To-morrow,    and    to  be   printed.     [Bill 
349.^ 


NEW  BILL. 

GROCERS*  LICENCES  (ABOLITION) 
BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to 
the  grant  or  renewal  of  licences  for  the 
sale  of  beer,  wine,  and  spirits,  to  be  con- 
sumed off  the  premises,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Robinson;  supported  by  Mr. 
Maclean  and  Sir  Maurice  Levy;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  13th 
October,  and  to  be  printed      [Bill  348.] 


SUPPLY  [20th  Allotted  Day]  [28th  July]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 

Class  II. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£31,450,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid 
of  certain  Expenses .  connected  with 
Emigration." 

Class  I. 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£608,168,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  m 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  I .  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz.: — 

£ 
42,500 
7,300 


1.  Royal  Palaces 

2.  Osborne - 

3.  Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure 

Gardens 


4. 

Houses    of      Parliament 
Buildings  (including  a 
Supplementary  Sum  of 

£5,000) 

37,000^ 

^ 

L.  Salisbury  Memorial 

i,ioa 

5. 

Miscellaneous        Legal 
Buildings,  Great 

Britain 

48,000 

6. 

Art  and  Science  Buildings, 

Great  Britain 

55,ooa 

10. 

Surveys  of    the   United 

Kingdom     - 

116,815- 

11. 

Harbours      under      the 

Board  of  Trade    - 

32,840 

12. 

Peterhead  Harbour 

22,000 

14. 

Public  Works  and  Build- 

ings, Ireland 

134,259 

15. 

Railways,  Ireland  - 

31,454 

£608,168 

79,900 


Class  II. 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,145,045,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,., 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  11.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz.  : — 

£ 

1.  House  of  Lords  Offices     -        15,956 

2.  House  of  Commons  Offices        19,900* 

3.  Treasury  and  Subordinate 

Offices-        -        -        -       62,917 

4.  Home  Office    -        -         -      139,967 

7.  Privy  Council  Office        -         6,217 

8.  Board  of  Trade       -        -      213,169 

9.  Mercantile    Marine   Ser- 

vices   -        -        -        -       80,347 

10.  Bankruptcy   Department 

of  the  Board  of  Trade  -  5 

11.  Board  of  Agriculture  and 

Fisheries      -        -        -       83,124 

12.  Charity  Commission        -        15,308 

14.  Exchequer     and     Audit 

Department  -        -        39,900 

15.  Friendly  Societies 

Registry      -        -        -  5,819 

16.  Local  Government  Board      156,500 

17.  Lunacy  Commission, 

England       -        -        -        11,384 

20.  Public  Record  Office        -        14,820 

21.  Public      Works       Loan 

Commission-        -        -  2,507 

22.  Registrar-GteneraFs  Office, 

England       -        -    ,    -        26,825 
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24.  Woods,  Foreste,  and  Land 

Eevenues,  <fea,  Office    - 

25.  Works  and  Public  Build- 

ings  Office    - 

26.  Secret  Service 

Scotland. 

27.  Secretary  for   Scotland's 

Office  -        .        -        . 

28.  Fishery  Board 

29.  Lunacy  Commission 

30.  Registrar-GeneraFs  Office 

31.  Local  Government  Board 
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Ireland. 


32 


33 


Household  of  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land   -         -        .        . 

35.  Charitable  Donations  and 

Bequests  Office    - 

36.  Local  Government  Board 

37.  Public  Record  Office 

38.  Public  Works  Office 

39.  Registrar  General's  Office 

40.  Valuation  and  Boundary 

Survey        ... 


13,613 

53,693 
10,000 


11,600 

14,998 

3,901 

3,063 

11,592 


£ 

2,627 
18,101 

1,053 
52,616 

3,625 
27,413 

7,338 

15,147 


^1,145,045  " 


Class  IIL 
4.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,685,768,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1909,  for  Ex- 
penditure in  respect  of  the  Services 
included  in  Class  IIL  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


1.  Law  Charges  - 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Ex- 

penses -        -        .        . 

3.  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 

ture    -        -        -        . 

4.  Land  Registry 

5.  Public  Trustee 

6.  County  Courts 

7.  Police,      England      and 

Wales-        -        .        - 

Scotland. 

1 1.  Law  Charges  and  Courts 

of  Law        -        -        - 

12.  Register    House,     Edin- 

burgh -        -        -        - 

13.  Crofters  Commission 

14.  Prisons  -        -        -        . 


54,190 

22,564 

189,867 

21,750 

1,500 

3 

24,858 


51,316 

26,966 

2,345 

60,790 


Supply. 
Ireland. 
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Law  Charges  and 
Criminal  Prosecutions  - 

Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 
ture and  other  Legal 
Departments 

Irish  Land  Commission  - 

County  Court  Officers,  etc. 

Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police  -        -        -        - 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary 

Prisons  -        .        -        . 

22.  Reformatory  and  Indus- 

trial Schools 

23.  Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic 

Asylum        -        -        - 


16 


17. 
18. 
19. 

20. 
21. 
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38,078 

60,446 

160,978 

70,475 

36,632 

739,902 

64,661 

55,225 

3  222 


£1,685,768' 


Class  IV. 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£8,217,512,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  Mareh  1909,  for  Ex- 
penditure in  respect  of  the  Services  in- 
cluded in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Board  of  Education        -  6,594,150 

2.  British  Museum     -        -      1 1 5, 1 37 

3.  National  Gallery    -        -  7,414 

4.  National  Portrait  Gallery         2,621 

5.  Wallace  Collection  -        -         4,173 

6.  Scientific    Investigation, 

etc..  United  Kingdom  28,295 

7.  Universities  and  Colleges, 

Great  Britain,  and  In- 
termediate Education, 
Wales-        "        -        -     146,800 

8.  Public    Education,  Scot- 

land   -        -        -        .  1,198,557 

9.  National  Galleries,  Scot- 

land -        -        .         2,497 

Ireland. 

£ 

10.  Public  Education  (Supple- 

mentary)     -        -        .     114,000 

11.  Endowed    Schools  Com- 

missioners   -        -        -  515 

12.  National  Gallery     -        -  1,153 

13.  Queen's  Colleges      -        -         2,200 
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6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
X366,236,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1909,  for  Ex- 
penditure in  respect  of  the  Services  in- 
cluded in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


1.  Diplomatic  and  Consular 


services 


3.  Tel«*graph  Subsidies  and 

Pacific  Cable 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant-in-aid) 


Class  VL 


323,103 

42,133 
1,000 

^366,236 


7.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
Xl,684,845,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  Mardi  1909,  for  Ex- 
penditure in  respect  of  the  Services  in- 
cluding in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
1.  Superannuation  and  Re- 
tired Allowances  -        -     375,022 

3.  Hospital  and    Charities, 

Ireland        -        -        -  110 

4.  Savings       Banks'       and 

Friendly  Societies'  De- 
ficiencies     -        -        -      109,713 

5.  Old- Age  Pensions   -        -  1,200,000 


£1,684,845  " 


Class  Vll. 

8.  ^'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£382,104,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1909,  for  Expenditure  in  receipt  of  the 
Services  included  in  Class  VII.  of  the 
Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.  :  — 


1.  Temporary  Commissions  25,000 

2.  Miscellaneous    Expenses  7,867 

3.  Bepayments  to  the  Local 

Loans  .Fund          -        -  4,404 

4.  Ireland  Development  Grant  85,342 

5.  Eepayments  to  the  Civil 

Contingencies  Fund     -  41,491 


Expenses  under  the  Un- 
employed Workmen  Act, 
1905    -        -        -        . 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland) 
Oovenunent   Hospitality 


200,000 

13,000 

5,000 

£382,104 '^ 


Navy  Estimates,  1908-9. 

9.  ^'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£5,562,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Navy 
Services,  viz. : — 


2. 

4. 

6. 

7. 

9. 

11. 

12. 


Yictuallinc  and  Clothing 

for  the  Navy  -  -  2,286,400 
Martial  Law  -  -  -  13,900 
Scientific  Services  -  -  66,000 
Royal  Naval  Reserves  -  368,300 
Naval  Armaments  -  -  2,048,700 
Miscellaneous  Effective 

Services  -  -  -  409,200 
Admirality  Office  -        -     370,200 

£5,562,700" 


Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£13,505,100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  pajrment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  Idarch,  1909,  for 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  Army 
Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance 
Factories),  viz. : — 


2. 


Establishment 


Medical 
Pay,  &c.       -        -        - 

4.  Terntorial  Forces    - 

5.  Establishments  for  Mili- 
tary Education     - 

Quartering,      Transport, 

and  Remounts 
Supplies  and  Clothing    - 
Ordnance       Department 

Establishments       and 

General  Stores    - 
Armaments  and  Engineer 

Stores 
Works  and  Buildings 

Digitized  by 
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451,000 
2,005,000 

142,000 

1,839,000 
3,912,000 


498,000 

1,490,000 
2,515.000 
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11.  Miscellaneous  Effective 

Services    -  t  7a,000 

12.  War  OflSee  and  Army  Accounts 

Department       -        -        580,000 
Ordnance  Factories      -  100 


£13,505,100 


Revenue  Departments  Estimates, 
1908-9 

11.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£11,821,531,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  OflSce,  including 
Telegraphs,  and  Telephones.'' 

First  two  Resolutions  read  a  second 
time,  and  postponed. 

Third  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<*That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)  said 
he  desired  to  address  to  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  two  or 
three  questions,  not  in  any  unfriendly 
spirit,  but  partly  because  there  was  a 
general  desire  that  some  information 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  country,  and 
partly  because  he  desired  to  press  on  his 
attention  what  he  believed  to  be  a  very 
desirable  question.  He  first  desired  to 
ask  in  what  stage  was  the  consideration 
of  the  status  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  From  what  took  place 
earlier  in  the  session,  many  of  them  were 
in  hopes  that  before  now  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  the  Government  to 
announce  their  decision  to  raise  the  status 
of  these  Departments,  and  the  position  of 
the  occupants  of  these  oflSces,  and  to 
bring  them  into  nearer,  if  net  complete, 
equality  with  other  great  Departments  of 
the  State.  This  was  a  question  which 
aroused  a  great  deal  of  interest  amongst 
local  authorities  throughout  the  country. 
He  was  certainly  among  the  last  persons 
in  that  House  to  attach  any  undue  im- 
portance to  stcUus  and  to  distinction  of 
title,  or  to  salary,  but  any  common-sense 
person  must  realise  that  if  they  made  a 


distinction  between  different  Ministers 
people  outside  would  call  for  the  reasons 
of  that  distinction,  and  would  draw  from 
the  fact  inferences  which  were  not  always. 
satisfactory  or  gratifying  to  the  existing 
occupants  of  the  oflSces.  There  was,  he 
thought,  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
at  the  time  to  which  he  had  referred 
that  the  Departments  ought  now  to 
be  raised,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
then  that  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  deal  with  the  question,  which  was 
not  a  very  diflScult  one,  and  that  they 
would  deal  also  with  the  redistribution  of 
the  duties  as  between  the  Home  OflBco 
and  the  Local  Government  Board,  for 
instance,  and  he  expressed  the  earnest 
hope  that  the  present  occupants  of  the 
oflSces  concerned  would  not  feel  themselves 
bound,  by  a  sense  of  false  modesty,  if  he 
might  say  so,  to  refuse  themselves  a 
distinction  which  was  given,  not  to  them^ 
but  to  their  offices.  In  this  particular 
case,  he  gladly  repeated  in  the  House 
what  he  had  said  outside,  viz.,  that, 
politics  apart,  he  was  glad  to  testify  to 
the  courage,  ability,  and  independence 
with  which  the  present  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  discharged 
his  duties.  As  an  old  President  of  tiiat 
Department  he  would  rejoice  to  see  ih&t 
Department  raised,  and  he  would  be  glad 
indeed  that  the  first  occupant  of  the  office 
in  its  improved  conditions  should  be  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  now  presided 
over  the  Local  Government  Board.  He 
was  convinced  that  anyone  who  followed 
the  working  of  that  House  would  find 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
one  of  the  most  important  offices  in  the 
State.  It  was  concerned  not  only  with 
those  great  questions  which  affected  the 
well-being  of  the  poorer  classes,  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Law,  and  other 
cognate  subjects,  but  also  with  the  puhKc 
health  of  the  country ;  and  any  Department 
charged,  as  that  was  charged,  with  the 
supervision  of  public  health,  although  it  was 
true  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  no  very  great  control  over  the  work 
done  by  the  subordinate  local  health 
bodies,  had  immense  power  and  influence 
which  could  be  well  exercised  in  ihe 
direction  of  good  government,  and  he 
believed  it  had  been  so  exercised  without 
interruption,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  politics  of  the  presiding  Minister  for 
the  time  being.  If  anyone  were  to  ex- 
amine the  work  done  by  the  chief 
I  permanent   officials    or  the   subordinate 
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permanent  oflScials  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  they  would  find  it  at  least 
«qual  to  that  of  any  other  department  in 
the  State  and  considerably  heavier  than 
that  of  some  Departments.  He  would  be 
very  glad  to  hear  that  the  inquiry  had 
reached  a  conclusion  and  that  the 
Government  would  be  prepared  before 
very  long  to  announce  their  decision 
on  the  question.  There  was  some  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  on  the  previous  day, 
or  between  three  in  the  afternoon  and 
breakfast-time,  with  regard  to  the  Motor 
Car  Act,  and  he  wanted  to  offer  a  sugges- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  It  was  idle  to  pretend  that 
they  were  going  by  legislation  or  by 
regulations,  or  by  speeches,  to  interfere 
with  the  rapid  development  of  motor 
traffic  in  this  country.  Whether  they 
liked  it  or  not,  it  had  come  to  stay,  and 
it  was  a  very  important  factor  in  all 
business  at  the  present  moment.  There 
-could  be  no  doubt  that  motors  as  at 
present  used,  whether  the  motors  of 
luxury  or  of  business,  constituted  in 
many  cases  not  only  a  great  discomfort 
to  the  public,  but  a  source  of  danger, 
^nd  he  believed  that  a  great  deal  might 
be  done  to  check  that  if  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Home  Ofiice,  would  issue  instructions 
to  the  police.  When  the  Motor  Car  Bill 
was  passing  through  the  House,  he  was  re- 
sponsible for  it  in  its  original  form,  and  it 
included  no  limitation  in  regard  to  speed. 
That  limitation  was  imposed  on  the  then 
Government  against  his  wishes,  and 
against  the  wishes,  he  thought,  of  most  of 
his  party,  but  it  was  the  manifest  opinion 
of  the  House  at  that  time,  and  to  that 
opinion  they  bowed,  as  they  were  bound 
to  do  and,  he  thought,  as  they  were  justi- 
fied in  doing.  But  he  had  never  changed 
his  opinion,  and  he  had  been  a  close  ob- 
server in  London,  in  some  of  the  large 
towns,  and  in  the  country,  of  the  effect 
of  that  Act  on  motor  traffic.  If  the  House 
then  had  been  content  to  rely  on  Section 
1  of  that  Act  they  would  not  have  thrown 
on  the  police  the  duty  they  now  had  to 
perform  of  everlastingly  trying  to  arrive 
at  the  pace  of  motors,  instead  of  asking 
thehiselves  the  simple  question  of  whether 
the  driver  of  the  vehicle  was  driving  to  the 
public  danger  or  not.  Under  Section  1 
there  were  ample  powers,  and  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  pace  at  which  a 
car  was  proceeding  had  very  little  to  do 
<with  the  possible  results  in  regard  to  the 


public.  The  pace  at  which  it  was  going, 
say  on  Salisbury  Plain,  might  be 
sixty  miles  an  hour  without  the  smallest 
danger  to  the  public,  but  in  a  town  four 
miles  an  hour  might  be  as  dangerous  as 
twenty-five  or  thirty  elsewhere.  At  present 
the  whole  attention  of  the  police  was  con- 
centrated* on  the  speed  at  which  the 
vehicle  was  proceeding,  their  efforts  being 
devoted  to  proving  that  the  man  was  going 
beyond  the  statutory  limit  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour,  and  that  had  led  to  what 
he  regarded  as  a  most  undesirable  practice, 
known  as  the  police  trap,  which  was  con- 
trary to  British  methods.  They  did  not 
lay  traps  for  evil-doers ;  they  took  them 
openly  and  fairly,  and  they  knew  from 
experience  that  if  they  said  it  was  in  the 
interests  of  justice  to  lay  traps  they 
brought  as  a  consequence  similar  action 
on  the  part  of  those  they  were  trying 
to  trap,  in  order  to  avoid  detection. 
In  this  country  we  had  a  system 
which  was  absolutely  ridiculous.  The 
roads  were  covered  with  men  who  acted 
as  scouts,  whose  duty  it  was  to  warn  the 
driver  of  a  motor  car  that  there  was  a 
police  trap  in  the  neighbourhood.  Some- 
times they  succeeded,  and  sometimes 
they  failed,  but  the  consequence  was  that 
they  had  motor  policemen  trying  to 
catch  the  driver  and  motor  scouts  warning 
the  driver  that  the  motor  policeman  was 
near.  Could  there  be  anything  more 
ridiculous  and  more  calculated  to  destroy 
the  foundation  of  justice  1  If  the 
police,  instead  of  being  occupied  in 
this  stupid  practice,  this  waste  of  time 
and  of  public  money,  were  engaged  on 
their  ordinary  road  patrol,  and  were 
advised  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Home  Office  that  their  duty 
was  to  protect  the  safety  of  the  public, 
and  that  they  would  be  supported  if  they 
summoned  the  drivers  for  driving  to  the 
public  danger,  regardless  of  the  pace  at 
which  they  were  going,  he  ventured  to 
say  the  Motor  Car  Act  would  be  much 
more  effective  than  it  was  now.  He 
believed  that  until  the  Government 
Departments  took  action  in  the  matter 
the  police  would  not  abandon  the  practice 
of  looking  to  the  pace  rather  than  to  the 
effect  of  what  the  man  was  doing.  If 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Home  Office  would  work  together  and 
send  a  letter  to  the  local  authorities, 
calling  the  attention  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee and  chief  constables  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  throughout  the  country  a 
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strong  sense  of  injustice  to  the  community 
at  lar^e  by  the  dangerous  use  of  motoi*s 
and  that  they  could  check  it  by  the  full 
exercise  of  the  powers  in  Section  1  of  the 
Aet,  he  believed  that  a  great  improve- 
ment would  ensue.  There  was  another 
suggestion  he  had  to  make  to  the*  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Under  the  Motor  Act  the  local  authorities 
were  charged  with  the  duty  of  posting 
on  their  roads  at  certain  places  signboards 
indicating  that  there  was  danger  on 
account  of  some  sharp  turn  or  for  some 
other  reason,  and  that  the  speed  of  the 
motK)r  ought  to  be  reduced.  It  was  quite 
obvious  that  they  could  not  go  outside 
that  clear  definition  to  a  large  extent ; 
but  he  ventured  to  suggest  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  in  con- 
junction with  the  Home  Office  issue  a 
circular  to  the  local  authorities  saying 
that  they  would  be  well  advised  to  put 
up  signposts  on  the  roads  at  places  where 
there  was  no  danger  on  account  of  the 
state  of  the  road,  but  where,  owing  to  a 
cluster  of  cottages  occupied  by  the 
peasantry,  the  dust  raised  by  the  motors 
caused  a  nuisance.  At  present  the  dust 
raised  by  motors  on  many  roads  was  so 
abominable  that  life  in  the  cottages 
became  impossible.  It  might  be  said  that 
this  was  a  class  suggestion.  He  did  not 
care  in  the  least  for  that  kind  of  criticism. 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  dust  was  as 
great  a  nuisance  to  a  bi^  house  as  to  a 
small  house,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  big  house  was  generally  some 
distance  off  the  road,  while  the  cottages 
were  generally  right  alongside  the  road. 
His  suggestion  applied  to  where  there 
were  two  or  three  cottages,  or  a  cluster, 
or  a  small  hamlet.  All  those  who  lived 
in  the  country  knew  the  infinite  love 
which  many  cottagers  had  for  their 
gardens  and  the  great  amount  of  labour 
they  bestowed  on  them,  and  what  a 
beautiful  feature  those  gardens  were 
in  the  country  landscape.  The  gardens 
which  lay  alongside  the  road  were  too 
often  smothered  in  dust  raised  by 
motors,  and  their  most  beautiful  flowers 
came  to  naught.  He  had  had  an  experi- 
ment made  of  instructing  the  motor  driver 
to  drive  at  a  reduced  speed  past  cottages 
of  that  kind,  with  the  result  that  the  dust 
raised  was  practically  nU.  That  implied, 
of  course,  that  the  motor  should  be  driven 
at  a  reduced  speed  for  300  or  400  yards  ; 
but  what  on  earth  did  that  matter  to  the 
driver  1  They  all  liked  to  go  fast — he  knew 
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that  he  did  when  he  was  in  a  hurry — with 
safety  ;  but  surely  when  travelling  on  the 
public  roads  of  the  country  which  were 
intended  for  vehicles  drawn  by  horses,  for 
equestrians  and  for  foot  passengers,  and 
were  also  the  necessary  places  for  so  many 
dwelling  places  of  poor  people,  they  should 
not  be  used  like  railway  lines,  but  with 
some  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  public 
and  the  general  convenience  and  comfort 
of  the  people  living  alongside.   Ho  believed 
that    the    issue  of  some    such    circular 
suggestion  as  he  had  made  by  the    two 
Government  Departments    would    have 
much  effect  on  the  local  authorities,  that 
it  would  lessen  the  dangerous  use  of  motors, 
and  also  that  the  hostility  to  motors  now 
existing  would    disappear.     There     was 
another  subject  to  which  he  wished  to 
direct  attention.     It  was  one  of  the  most 
important  which  the  House  of  Commons 
could  be  called  upon  to  consider  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  Acts  relating  to 
public  health.      When    he   was  at   the 
Local  Gk)yernment  Board  he  was  intensely 
interested  in  the  discovery  made  by  Pro- 
fessor Koch  with  regard  to  tuberculosis. 
He  thought  that  that  threw  a  wonderful 
new  light  on  certain  diseases.     Though 
Dr.  Koch  was  so  confident  that  his  first 
discovery  justified  his  greater  conclusion, 
that  eminent  scientist  went  on  to  h<Jd 
that  it  must  not  necessarily  be  assumed 
that  the  tuberculosis  which  was  developed 
in  the  lower  animals  became  a  danger 
to     man.      It    was   that    theory    which 
induced  him  to  appoint  the  Tuberculosis 
Commission,    and     that    was    the    first 
field  of   investigation    which   the   Com- 
mission    were    asked     to    cover.      The 
Commission  had  now  been  six  years  in 
existence,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that 
anyone   who  had  followed  their   work^ 
even  in   the   most  elementary  manner, 
must  admit  that  their  labours  had  been 
of    enormous    benefit    to    the    country. 
Already  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the 
country   with  reference  to  tuberculosis 
was  of  immense  value  and  the  proper 
use  of  that  knowledge  had  led  to  the 
prolongation  of  human  life.     It  had  also 
disposed    effectually    of    Koch's    theory 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  the  trans- 
mission of  tuberculosis  from  the  lower 
animals  to   man.     There  were  rumours 
that    the  labours    of    that  Commission 
could    no    longer  be    justly  continued. 
He  might  pay  a  passing  tribute,  honest 
and  sincere,  to  the  work  done  on  that 
Commission  by  Sir  W.  H.  Power,  who 
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had  had  an  honour  conferred  upon  him 
by  His  Majesty  in  recognition  of  his 
scientifio  attainments.     It  was  impossible 
to  exaggerate  the  value  of  the  work  he 
did  or  the  energy  and  devotion  with 
which  he  laboured  on  this  and  other 
subjects.    At  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ment of    the   Commission,   he  haa  the 
same    difficulty    which    every    Minister 
had    to    face.     He    had  to    go  to  the 
Treasury   to  get  the  necessary  money 
for  the    expenses    of    the  Commission. 
The     Treasury    was     not    very    much 
different  then  from  what  it  was  now. 
He  had  heard  hard  things  said  about 
the  Treasury  in  that  regara,  but  he  must 
confess  he  had  always  found  them  very 
ready  to  listen  to  what  he  had  to  say 
and  to  do  what  they  could  in  the  way 
of  giving  a  share  of  the  funds  at  their 
disposal.     £ut  they  were  the  guardians 
of  the  public  purse  and  had  to  cut  down 
expenditure    as    much    as    they    could. 
There    were    some    characters     in    this 
country  of  which    they   could    not    be 
too  proud — namely,  those  good  people 
who,   when  public   money  failed,   came 
forward   with  s.ome  generous  provision 
for  carrying  on  a  good  purpose.     In  this 
case  the  Treasury  found  the  money,  but 
he  had  to  find  a  suitable  place  in  which 
the    Commission     could    carry    on     its 
investigations.      Sir  James  Blyth,  now 
Lord  Blyth,  came  to  his  as^istance,  and 
the  Department  were   able   to  provide 
the   necessary  farm  where  the    experi- 
ments were  conducted.      This   entailed 
loss  to  Lord  Blyth,  but  it  had  been  borne 
out  of  a  generous  desire  to  serve  the 
public.  •  It  was  impossible  to  ignore  the 
fact   that   even   with    that   co-operation 
the  labours  of  the  Commission  could  not 
end  with  inquiry  into  one  subject.     It 
was     no     doubt     true     that     scientific 
opinion  did  not  now  dispute  the  conclu- 
sions   at    which    the    Commission    had 
arrived.    Dr.  Koch^s  theory  of  the  non- 
susceptibility    of    man    to     tuberculosis 
from    the     lower     animals    had    been 
entirely    disproved.      It    was  now    ad- 
mitted that  there  was  a  danger  of  man 
being  infected  by  disease  from  the  lower 
animals.     But  a  good  deal  more  had  yet 
to  be  done  in  that   regard.     He  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  the  degree  of  risk  to 
be   run,  either  through   milk   or   meat. 
He  knew  little   of  how  that  risk  was 
to  be  dealt  with.     Everybody  acquainted 
with  the  conditions  of  an  ordinary  farm 
must  know  that  a  great  deal  more  know- 


ledge had  yet  to  be  attained  by  investiga- 
tions made  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
at  large.    He  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  not  check  these  in- 
quiries.    Apart  from  the  question  of  milk 
and  meat,  there  was  another  subject  which 
required  investigation,  namely,  now  far  it 
was  safe  to  allow  tuberculous  cows  to  be 
retained  in  dairies  for  ordinary  purposes. 
A  good  deal   had  to  be   done   in  that 
direction,  partly  because  our  knowledge 
on   the  subject  had  not   been  brought 
to  a  sufficiently  high  level,  and  partly 
owing  to  the   fact  that  however  much 
we  knew  of  the  application  of  the  laws 
of  health,  the  more  accurate  knowledge 
we  could  get  the  easier  it  would  be  to 
secure  a  proper  administration  of  those 
laws.     A  great  part  of   the   difficulties 
that    had    arisen     between    the     Local 
Government  Board  who  were  the  pioneers 
in  sanitary  knowledge,  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  the  local  authorities,  was 
that  they  were  not  all  equally  fortified 
with  the  results  of  scientific  investigations. 
He  hoped  that  nothing  would  be  done 
to  stay  the  progress  of  these  investiga- 
tions   which    were    of   the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  lives  of  the  people   of 
this  country.     He  did  not  say   that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  continue  the 
Commission   as  it  was  now  constituted. 
He  knew  that  Lord  Blyth,  whose  heart 
was  in  this  work,   would  make  almost 
any  sacrifice  to  continue  the  investiga- 
tions, and  if  the  present  system  was  not 
altogether    satisfactory  —  he     had    no 
authority  to  speak  in  Lord  Blyth's  name, 
but  he  believed  his  Lordship  would  be 
ready  to  meet   the    Government  more 
than  halfway  if  they  had  any  sugges- 
tions to  make.    He  repeated  that  this  was 
a  question  above  all  others ;  at  any  rate, 
none  was  more  important.     It  was  a  ques- 
tion vitally  aflFecting  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
country.     The  growth  of  the  tuberculous 
diseases  had  been  very  serious.      He  did 
not   know    whether    it    was    an    actual 
growth,  or  whether  it  was  owing  to  the 
tect  that  we  knew  more  about  them,  and 
that    their    existence    was    made    more 
public  than  formerly,  but  wherever  one 
went,  and  asked  the  doctors  what  was  the 
prevailing  difficulty  they  had  to  meet, 
the  answer  was  that  it  was  tuberculous 
disease.     Its  effects  were  bad  ;   it  caused 
fearful  suffering,  and  it  frequently  ended 
in    death.      The     rich    could    surround 
themselves  with  every  precaution ;    they 
could  avail  themselves  of  every  possible 
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remedy ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  poor  that 
was  impossible.     They  could  not  secure 
the  separation  which  was  essential  in  that 
kind  of  disease.     The  House  would  agree 
with  him  that  only  fifteen   or  sixteen 
years  ago  it  was  believed,  not  only  by 
uninformed  laymen,  but  by  the  medical 
profession,  that  tuberculous  diseases  were 
hereditary  and  not  infectious.    But  it  was 
now    known    beyond    dispute,    and    he 
believed  that  no  eminent  scientist  would 
4eny  it,   that  these  diseases  were  com- 
municable by  individuals,  and  were  not 
hereditary,  except  in  this  soDse,  that  where 
AH  individual  was  affected  with  tuberculous 
disease — for  instance  a  mother,  the  infant 
<child  which  slept  with  her  and  breathed 
the  same  atmosphere  as  she,  the  unfor- 
tunate,  suffering  parent,  might  become 
infected,  though  it  had  not  the  disease 
hereditarily.     If  this  fact  was  not  known 
:fifteen   or  sixteen   years  ago,  so  far  as 
.scientific    knowledge    went,   how    much 
more  might  they  not  possibly  learn  by 
patient  investigation  about  this,  one  of 
the  most  terrible  scourges  of  the  human 
race  ?     The    total    cost    of     the     Com- 
mission   was    about     JB5,000     a     year. 
He  was  the  last  to  look  upon  that  as  a 
small  or  contemptible  sum ;  he  recognised 
that  it  was  a  considerable  sum  ;  but  even 
if  the  amount  were  only  £500,  he  held 
that  not  one  penny  of  it  should  be  spent 
save  wisely,  carefully,  and  in  the  public 
interest.    But  the  £5,000  spent  in  continu- 
ing these  investigations  was  money  well 
spent  in  the  interests  of  the  people  at 
large.     A  disease  of  this  peculiar  character 
affected  not  only  one  or  two  members  of 
the  family,   but  the  whole- of    it,    the 
mother  and  half-a-dozen  children,   who 
might  become  helpless  members  of  society, 
enable  to  maintain  themselves,  unable  to 
do  their  duty  as  citizens — a  curse  laid 
upon  them,   a  curse   which    Parliament 
might  help  to  remove.     With  the  aid  of 
science,  which,  in  its  turn,  would  lead  to 
l>etter  administration^  they  might  be  able 
to  reduce  the  disease  to  infinitesimal  pro- 
portions.    It  was  because  he  believed  this 
to  be  no  dream,  but  a  practical  work, 
which,   if  only   smiled    upon    those    in 
authority,    might    be    carried   on   with 
immense  advantage   to  the  community, 
that  he  earnestly  urged  the  Government 
to  press  on  the  work  of  investigation,  at 
all  events  for  a  year  or  two  more,  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  add  to  their  store 
of  knowledge,  and  in  the  belief  that  they 
would  be  doing  something  real  and  sub- 
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stantial  in  the  interests  of  the  health  of 
the  community  at  large,  especially  of  its 
poorer  classes. 


♦Mr.  HERBERT  (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe)  said  he  had  listened,  as  be 
presumed  other  Members  had  done,  with 
great  satisfaction  to  the  greater  part  of 
the  observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  regard  to  motor  car  traffic.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  thoroughly 
well  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of 
country  life,  and  he  was  sure  that  all 
dwellers  in  the  country  owed  him  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  for  raising  the  questicsi 
in  such  a  courageous  way.  He  would 
press  upon  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  the  view  that  the 
time  had  indeed  arrived  when  he  ough: 
to  take  action  in  the  •direction  pointed 
out  by  the  right  hon.  Grentleman.  He 
quite  agreed  that  motor  traffic  was  very 
useful,  he  had  no  desire  to  suppress  it 
or  interfere  with  it  unduly.  But  it  had 
been,  and  was  being  increasingly  abused. 
The  roads  of  this  country  were  not  suit- 
able for  express  trains.  As  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  country  constituency  whicb 
sufiered  very  largely  from  the  abuses  of 
this  traffic,  he  urged  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  exercise  the 
undoubted  powers  which  he  possessed. 
He  hoped  the  authorities  of  the  Motor 
Union  and  kindred  associations  would 
note  the  declaration  made  on  the  author- 
ity of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Dublin,  who  thoroughly 
knew  the  conditions  of  the  case  in  the 
country,  that  something  which  had 
always  been  denied  on  behalf  of  the 
motor  interest,  namely,  that  scouts  were 
used  to  defeat  the  police,  was  the  fact, 
and  that  the  function  of  scouts  was  to 
act  as  conspirators  to  circumvent  the 
police  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  on 
his  great  authority,  that  his  experieuce 
showed  him  that  this  was  absolutely  true. 
He  hoped  that  this  observation  would  he 
taken  note  of  by  the  motor  authorities. 
He  quite  agreed  that  something  might  he 
done  upon  the  lines  of  the  regulations 
which  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  But  there  was  an  ohh- 
gation  upon  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  do  something  much 
more  than  that.  The  situation  was  very 
simple.  Parliament  in  its  wisdom  had 
thought  it  right  to  lay  down  in  the  Motor 
Car  Act  of  1903  that  no  person  should 
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tinder  any  circumstances  drive  a  motor 
upon  the  public  highway  at  a  greater  speed, 
than  twenty  miles  an  hour.  Anybody 
who  knew  anything  about  the  conditions 
of  country  life  knew  that  there  was  not 
one  motorist  in  a  hundred  who  paid  any 
attention  to  that  limit.  There  was  not 
one  motorist  in  a  hundred  who  had  the 
slightest  intention  of  paying  any  regard 
to  it;  and  it  was  idle  in  face  of  the 
experience  we  had  had  to  suggest  that 
the  police  could  enforce  that  statutory 
obligation,  and  still  more  idle  to  suggest 
that  tbey  could  enforce  the  conditions  of 
Clause  I.  of  the  Motor  Car  Act  against 
di-iving  to  the  danger  of  the  public  if 
the  speed-h'mit  were  taken  away. 
Therefore,  although  he  thought  that  the 
regulations  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  very  usefiS  as  far 
as  they  went,  he  hoped  that  the  regula- 
tion ^  would  be  made  within  the  maximum 
speed-limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and 
that  their  operation  would  be  to  reduce 
the  limit  below  twenty  miles,  and  not  below 
fifty  or  sixty  miles,  which  was  the  present 
limit. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  had 
perhaps  not  made  himself  clear.  What 
he  meant  was  that  in  addition  to  the 
powers  given  to  local  authorities,  it 
should  be  made  plain  that  their  first 
duty  was  to  check  driving,  at  whatever 
speed,  when  there  was  ground  for  saying 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  the  public. 
That  should  be  done  without  any  regard 
to  speed  at  all, 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  said  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  seemed  to  be  more  in  accord 
>vith  him  than  he  had  thought.  He 
wanted  to  take  this  other  point,  namely, 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  ought 
to  fultil  a  duty  in  the  matter  which  it  had 
hitherto  entirely  failed  to  carry  out.  The 
d  uty  was  imposed  upon  the  Department  by 
Parliament  of  seeing  that  the  speed-limit 
of  twenty  miles  was,  in  fact,  carried  out. 
How  could  they  do  that  ?  The  Local 
Government  Board  was  given  express 
powers  under  the  Locomotives  (Highways) 
Act,  1896,  and  under  the  Motor  Car  Act, 
to  see  that  it  was  done.  It  was  given 
powers  to  make  regulations  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  car,  its  registration,  and  the 
particulars  to  be  furnished  before  it  was 
allowed  to  be  on  the  roads,  and  there- 
fore it  was  perfectly  easy  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  carry  out  its  duties 
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by  means  of  a  regulation  that  no  car 
which  was  geared — for  it  was  not  the 
question  of  power  but  the  question  of 
gearing — to  go  at  a  greater  pace  on  the 
level  &an  twenty  miles  an  hour  should 
be  allowed  to  be  registered  or  receive  a 
licence  from  the  county  council.  Why 
had  the  Local  Government  Board  up  to 
now  failed  to  fulfil  this  duty  ?  It  was  a 
duty  clearly  imposed  upon  it  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  There  was  ^  speed- 
limit  clearly  laid  do¥m,  and  the 
duty  was  laid  on  the  Local  Government 
Boai-d  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  were  carried  out. 
They  had  never  had  any  explanation  from 
the  Department  as  to  why  it  had  entirely 
failed  to  exercise  its  powers  in  this 
respect.  He  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whom  they  now  saw  with 
great  satisfaction  occupying  the  poet  of 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  not  be  comforted  by  the  thought 
that  people,  when  in  future  they  were 
covered  with  dust  raised  by  a  motor  car 
going  at  excessive  speed,  might  reflect 
that  it  was  due  to  his  failure  to  carry  out 
his  duty,  or  that,  when  children  were  run 
down,  as  they  were  very  frequently  in  the 
villages  of  his  constituency,  ai^d  when  his 
constituents  were  knocked  over  in  large 
numbers  in  tho-^e  villages,  every  one  of 
them  would  be  able  to  call  down  curses 
on  his  head  because  of  the  failure  of  his 
Department  to  perform  its  duty,  and  to 
make  it  absolutely  certain  that  no  car 
should  go  more  than  twenty  miles  an  hour. 
For  these  reasons  he  supported  what  had 
been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  he  hoped  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  see  to 
it  that  the  regulations  were  made  and 
carried  out. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland), 
in  reference  to  motor  traffic,  desired  to 
support  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Wycombe  Division  in  urging  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  and  done  quickly. 
It  was  very  unfair  that  the  inhabitants  of 
villages  should  be  endangered,  and  that 
the  inside  of  houses  alongside  the  road- 
ways should  be  filled  with  dust  raised 
by  motor  traffic.  If  some  of  those  who 
owned  motor  cars  were  compelled  to 
live  in  roadside  residences,  or  in  the 
villages  by  the  wayside,  they  would 
soon  have  a  demand  for  early  and 
vigorous  legislation  for  the  reduction 
of  the  existing  motor  nuisance  on  the^ 
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highways.  Again,  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  speed,  daring  the  last  year 
or  two  there  had  been  some  very  dis- 
graceful cases  of  fully-grown  adults 
having  been  knocked  down  on  the 
highway  and  left  there  to  die,  the 
motorist  passing  on  without  giving  the 
least  assistance  or  taking  the  least  notice. 
When  men  of  that  character  drove  motor 
cars  it  was  time  for  the  law  to  step 
in  to  prevent  such  occurrences.  He 
had  not  himself  seen  anyone  knocked 
down,  but  he  had  witnessed  the  running 
over  of  several  very  fine  dogs,  valued  by 
their  owners,  without  the  drivers  paying 
the  least  attention.  If  that  was  to  be  the 
standard  of  conduct  on  the  highways 
then  he  endorsed  all  that  had  been  said. 
He  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  milk  supply  and  tuberculosis. 
Milk  seemed  to  be  a  source  of  disease  in 
this  country.  According  to  his  informa- 
tion there  could  be  no  question  that 
medical  experts  regarded  the  milk  supply 
as  a  source  from  which  this  disease 
spread.  He  asked  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  it 
was  not  a  fact  that  on  5th  March  two 
private  Bills  with  clauses  to  give  powers 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  milk 
supply  had  been  promoted  by  one  of  the 
hon.  members  for  Lancashire,  and  by  the 
hon.  Members  for  Blackburn  and  Widnes, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  opposed  them  and  promised  to 
bring  in  a  Government  Bill  to  deal 
with  the  question.  On  5th  May  he 
said  the  BiU  was  being  prepared.  Why 
was  it  that  the  measure  was  still  in  a  state 
of  preparation^  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  admitted  the  importance  of  the 
question.  Children  were  being  sacrificed 
to  an  enormous  extent,  doubtless  owing 
to  the  spread  of  disease  through  the 
milk  supply ;  therefore,  he  appealed  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  press  the 
matter  forward  in  order  that  legislation 
might  be  passed  at  an  early  date  with  a 
view  to  grappling  with  the  question. 
Another  question,  and  to  his  mind  the 
most  important  of  the  questions  occupy- 
ing the  attention  of  Members,  was  the 
administration  of  the  Unemployed  Act. 
There  could  be  no  sight  more  sad  than 
that  of  an  unemployed  worker  seeking 
eniplovment.  During  the  past  year 
he  had  seo'i,  not  once  but  often,  some 
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respectable  unemployed  worker  who  had 
turned   out   before   six   o*clock  in  iha 
morning  to  go  the  round  of  the  workshops 
in  search  of  work,   and  repeating  the 
process  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
see  whether    at    breakfast   time    there 
was  any  possibility  of  obtaining  a  job. 
He  returned  home  depressed  and  sad, 
with  the  same  sorrowful  story  to  tell  lus 
wife  and  children — no  work,  no  money, 
the   cupboard    empty.      It  was   indeed 
a  sad    spectacle.    And,  let  it  be  noted, 
there    were    thouisands     of    these     re- 
spectable  workers    out  of  employment 
to-day.    There   were   500,000   of   these 
men,  putting  it  at  the  lowest,  who,  if 
they   had  the   opportunity,  were  ready 
to  do  an    honest    day*s    work    for    an 
honest    day's    pay,    instead    of    having 
to    depend   upon   the   Poor   Law.       It 
might    be    urged    by   the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  that  it  was  quite  sufficient 
to  take  the  experience  of  the  two  previous 
years,  inasmuch  as  they  were  only  going 
to  have  another  £200,000  in  order  to 
meet  the   distress   arising   from   unem- 
ployment.    So  far  as  he  was  concerned 
he     would    be    sadly    disappointed    if 
that  was  to  be  the  only  provision  to 
deal  with  dfttress  from  unemployment 
during  the  coming  winter.    In  reading 
the  newspaper  yesterday  he  saw  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  inspector 
had  been  visiting  Simderiand,  and  had 
remarked  that  the  distress  due  to  xm- 
employment    there  was  less  at  present 
than  it  had  been  some  time  ago.     He 
could  only  say  that  the  number  of  men 
registered    by    the   local  distress    com- 
mittee last  month  was  greater  than  in 
the  corresponding  month  last  year,  and 
that  the  general  indications  showed  that 
the  distress  was  more  keen  than  it  was 
twelve  months  ago.    The  man  who  had 
saved  something  had  got  to  the  end  of 
his  small  resources,   and   had   to    part 
with  pieces  of  furniture  and  other  articles 
in  order  that  he  might  carry  on  a  little 
longer.    Only  a  fortnight  ago  there  was 
the  case  of  an  \memployed  worker,  which 
he  put  with  all  seriousness  to  Members 
of  that  House.     The   imemployed  had 
their  sympathy,  but  some  persons  were 
apt  to  look  upon  them  as  men  who  were 
not  prepared  to  work  even  if  they  had 
the  opportunity.  Let  them  take  the  par- 
ticular case  which  had  occurred  a  fort- 
night ago.    There  they  had  an  instance 
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o£  a  workeic  who  had  been  unemployed 
for  months.  He  got  up  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  to  geesk  work.  There 
was  only  a  crust  of  bread  in  the  house,  ^ 
and  that,  he  left  ior.the  children.  He 
walked  several  miles,  a^d  gathered  a 
sack  of  coals.  He  turned  tqwards  his. 
home,  carrying  his  load,  ^d  dropped  by. 
the  wayside,  where  he  died  from  sheer 
sti^rvation.  'A  spectcusle  of  that  land 
in  a  wealthy  country  like  England,  with 
its  boasted  Christianity,  cei^tainly  ought 
not  to  be  possible.  The.  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tumed  round  to  him. and 
said — "  Of  course,  he  cpuld  hare  got 
Poor  Law  relief."  He  could  only  reply 
that  the  workhouses  of  th^  district  were 
full  to  overflowing,,  and  it  was  not  always 
such  m  easy  matter  to  get  Poor  Law 
relief  as  some  people  imagined.  A  large 
number  of  m,en — and  in  this  he  had 
the  greatest  possible  sjonpathy  with 
them — ^had  a  great  repugnance  to 
seeking  Poor  Law  relief,  and  a  still 
greater  repugnance  to  entering  th6  work- 
house. They  were  the  best  of  the  unr 
employed  workers  who  took  up  that 
position.  So  far  as  his  information 
went,  the  outlook  for  next  winter  was 
very  sad  indeed,  and  the  £200,000  th^y 
were  to  get  would  not  in  any  way  meet 
the  demands  of  -  the  distress  committees 
in  tha  various  towns  of  the  country  to 
provide  for  the  unemployed.  He  re- 
membered that  two  years  ago  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that-r- 

*•  HoUesley  Brfy  Colony  was  ah  experiment, 
and  that  heuiteiided  it  to  ^  on  with  a  ^v^iew  to 
its  fair  trial  in  order  to  s^e  whether  they  were 
justifiecl  in  leaving  it  to  time  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  fenccesfifttl,  meanwhile  maintain- 
ing an-  energetic  and  firm  administration.  He 
hoped  to  be  able  to  go  into  this  queotioo  during 
the  next  two  or  three  months  and  see  what  could 
be  done  to  distinguish  between  the  oriininal 
and  the  chronic  vagrant  and  th6  hbnest  labourer 
and  the  genuine  unemployed.** 

But  he  did  not  think  that  thes^  experi- 
ments in  regard  to  unemployment  had 
received  a  fair  .trial  He  did  ^ot  think 
that  they  had  been  allowed  that  freedom 
whiph  they  might  have  had  to  deal  with 
th6  unemployed  in  the  manner  in  which 
those  wjio  sat  on  the  Labour  benches 
Would  like/to  pee  them  dealt  with.  H^ 
had  in  his  possession  a  copy  of  1  he 
correspondence  which  had  tkken  place 
between  the  Holle^ley  Bay  managers 
and^the  Local  Government  Board,  and 


certainly  its  tone,  to  his  mind,  was 
not  of  that  sympathetic  character  which 
one  would  have  expected  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  especially  when 
one  carried  one's  mind  back  to  times 
gone  by.  Of  course,  he  knew  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  felt  just  as  keenly 
about  the  unemployment  problem  as 
they  did  themselves,  and  imderstood 
it  just  as  well.  Therefore,  the  tone  and 
character  of  the  letter  were  not  such  as 
they  expected,  particularly  after  the 
statement  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  two  years  ago.  Here  was 
the  letter — 

"  I  am  sure  yon  do  not  wish  that  your  sub* 
sidised  industry " 

That  was  hardly  a  respectful  way  in 
which  to  speak  of  it — 

**  Should  be  used  to  ruin  the  local  gardeners, 
who  have  their  own  battle  to  fight.** 

He  thought  from  the  tone  of  that  com- 
munication that  at  all  events  Hollesley 
Bay  was  not  getting  that  opportunity 
to  do  its  best  which  had  been  indicated 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  two  years 
ago.  To  his  mind  the  case  as 
Regarded  Hollesley  Bay  had  never  been 
fairly  put  before  the  House.  He  himself 
looked  upon  it  as  a  genuine  attempt  to 
set  the  unemployed  worker  upon  his  legs 
and  to  make  a  man  of  him.  In  tackling 
the  unemployed  problem  this  would 
have  to  be  taken  into  serious  considera- 
tion. The  idea  in  promoting  Hollesley 
Bay  was  to  acquire  land  with  a  view  to 
placing  men  upon  it  permanently.  What 
was  the  position  ?  A  man  could  not 
stay  at  Hollesley  Bay  longer  than  six- 
teen weeks,  in  which  period  he  was  to 
learn  fruit-growing,  or  dairy  farming,  or 
whatever  the  branch  might  be.  At 
the  end  of  the  sixteen  weeks  he  must 
walk  and  make  room  for  another.  The 
instruction  given  him  was  thrown  away. 
They  had  applied  to  the.  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  permission  to  acquire 
several  acres  of  land  to  which  to  transfer 
these  men — a  scheme  to  which  the 
Government  were  favourable  in  view 
of  their  Small  Holdings  Act ;  but  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  stepped 
in  and  said  "  No."  For  sixteen  weeks 
a. man, at  Hollesley  Bay  was  taught,  fed, 
and  brought  into  an  efficient  condition 
to  do  work.  That  was  time  wasted,  and 
the  money  spent  ought  not  to  be  placed 
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against  Hollesley  Bay,  80  far  as  a  beneficial 
return  was  concerned.    Let  them  take  a 
part  he  knew  well,  where  the  scheme 
had  been  carried  out  through  the  agency 
of   the   Local   (Government    Board,  and 
what  applied  in  that  case  applied  to 
almost  every  case  in  the  land.    They 
took    a   man   who   had    been    out    of 
work    for    six    or    nine    months,    and 
who  was,  from  privation,  physically  unfit 
to   do  a  hard  day's    work.     Probably 
he  had  lived  on  tea  and  bread.    They  put 
that  man  to  a  hard  labourer's  job  with  pick 
or  shovel,  and  because  he  collapsed  and 
was   unable   to   do   the  work  that   an 
ordinary,    well-fed   labourer   would    do, 
they  said  the  experiments  with  regard 
to  unemployment  were  a  failure,  and  this 
was  urged  as  an  excuse  for  not  continuing 
them.     They  would  have  to  look  at  the 
unemployed  problem  from  an  altogether 
different  standpoint.     They  would  have 
to  recognise  that  in  eight  cases  out  of 
ten  the  unemployed  worker  was  physically 
run  down,  and  that  he  should  be  nursed 
for  a  week  or  a  fortnight  before  they 
could  expect  him  to  do  the  work  neces- 
sary to  provide  the  satisfactory  results 
required  by  some  Members  of  the  House. 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
would  give  them  50  per  cent,  more  to 
make    up    any     deficiency,    that    was 
not    altogether    satisfactory    so    far    as 
dealing  with  this  problem  generally  was 
concerned.     He      wanted      the      right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  give  a  lead,  and  to 
deal    with   the  unemployment   problem 
from  the  standpoint  he  had  indicated. 
So  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  tell  from  the 
financial  standpobt  and  from  the  general 
result  in  regard  to  labour,  there  was  every 
reason   to    be   pleased    at    the    results 
at     Hollesley     Bay ;      all     that     was 
wanted    was    a    little    more    generous 
consideration    by    the     Local    Govern- 
ment Board,  and  he  felt  sure  that  if  they 
would  give  it,  Hollesley  Bay  would  be 
before  long  an  example  of  what  might 
result  from  a  somewhat  generous  treat- 
ment   of    the    unemployed.    He    knew 
the  statement  was  made  that  they  were 
competing  againbt  local  gardeners,  and 
so  forth,  but  the  correspondence  indicated 
that  they  were  quite  prepared  for  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  inspect  the 
bookb  and  go  fully  into  the  matter,  and 
they  defied  them  to  prove  that  they  had 
competed  with  local  gardeners  or  anyone 
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I  else  to  their  detriment.    That  being  so, 
unless    the    Local    Government    Board 
were  prepared  to  accept  the  invitation 
and  go  down  to  prove  what  they  asserted, 
they  ought  not  to  continue  to  make  the 
assertion.   In  regarl  to  cost,  he  had  figures 
which  went  to  demonstrate  that  to  main- 
tain in  that  colony  1,597  persons  for  over 
twelve  weeks,  the  cost  worked  out  at  some- 
thing like  £1  Os.  7d  per  head.     He  knew 
it  had  been  contended  that  it  was  consider- 
ably more,  but  he  contended   that  the 
charges  put  forward  by  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  regard  to 
the  upkeep  of  the  place  ought  not  to  be 
included.    If  it  was  treated  on  fair  and 
proper   lines   that   was   something   like 
the  sum  which  went  to  keep  a  man  and  his 
family  of  five.    It  cost  14s.  a  week  now 
in   London  to  keep  a  pauper,  and  he 
was  only  a  pauper  at  the  end  of  the 
year.    He    had     given     no     beneficial 
result  to  the  nation.     If   they  viewed 
it    from     the     standpoint     that    they 
had  to  keep  a  man  and  his  family  at  the 
rate  of  lis.  a  week  each,  and  they  could 
get  the  result  he  had  indicated  at  Holles- 
ley  Bay   by    the   employment    of   un- 
employed labour  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over 
£1,  it  was  certainly  to  the  benefit  of 
the  nation  that  they  should  spend  the 
money  in  that  direction  rather  than  that 
they  should   continue   to   waste  it   on 
Poor    Law    administration.    He    hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  fi^ 
consideration  and  a  fair  trial  to  Hollesley 
Bay  and   allow  the  promoters   of  the 
experiment  to  demonstrate  what  might 
be  done  with  the  unemployed,  and  that  he 
would  be  able  to  tell  them  that  in  addition 
to  the  £200,000  that  he  set  aside  for  dealing 
with  unemployment  during  the  coming 
winter,  legislation   would    be   promoted 
which  would  indicate  that  they  were 
beginning  to  view  this  question  of  un- 
employnj^nt  in  the  light  in   which  it 
ought   to   be   viewed,    and   that  there 
was  some  prospect  of   something   like 
a  permanent  settlement  of  the  question. 
He   could   not   imagine   that   Members 
were  prepared  to  continue  spending  the 
money   they   were   spending  in  useless 
and     temporary    experiments.    Instead 
of  that  he  asked  that  they  should  en- 
deavour to  give  the  unemployed  worker 
some  security  in  regard  to  employment 
and  give  him  some  heart  in  his  work. 
If  they  did  that  the  results  would  be 
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different   and   they   would   liave   more 
satisfaction. 

Mb.  LUPTON  (LincolnsMre,  Sleaford) : 
said  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
regard    to    tuberctdosis    in    cows.    The 
jiMMt-scientific   experiments  which  were 
made  were  altogether   useless   for   the 
purpose  of    demonstrating    that    there 
was  any  danger  to  human  beings  from 
the  consumption  of  the  milk  of  tuber- 
culous cows.    They  had  taken  the  spittle 
of  tuberculous  persons  and  stuffed  little 
animals    full    of     it,     and    when    the 
little  animals  had   been   ill  they  said 
they  had  transmitted  tubercle  firom  a 
human  being  to  an  auimal,  and,  there- 
fore, they  were  able  to  transmit  tubercle 
from  an  animal  to  a  human  being.    But 
that  was  no  proof  at  all.    It  was  the 
greatest  possible  mistake.    If  they  took 
a  large  demonstration  such  as  was  to 
be  got  every  day  they  found  the  reverse. 
They  had  cases  where  children  and  other 
people  consumed  as  much  milk  as  tht^y 
wanted,  and  to  a  great  extent  there  was 
comparative   freedom   from   disease    of 
that  kind.    In  the  East  End  of  London 
where  milk  was  very  sparsely  consumed, 
and  where  ^d.  a  day  was  considered  a 
large  expenditiire   on  milk,   there   was 
a   great   deal   of  tubercle.    There   was 
no  proof  of  connection  between  tuber- 
culous  milk   and   consumption    at   all. 
He    had   read   most   carefully   all    the 
information  he  could  get  on  the  subject, 
and  he  failed  to  see  any  connection. 
In  regard  to  the  question  of  the  vaccine 
matter  as  supplied  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment   Board,    they    were    continually 
having   cases   of   children   being   killed 
by    putting    vaccine    matter    into    the 
skin  and  so  into  the  blood;    then  the 
Local  Government  Board  sent  down  an 
inspector   who   made   a   secret  inquiry 
and  a  secret  report  which  was  not  shown 
to  Members,   and    on  the  evidence  of 
the    secret   report    they   made  accusa- 
tions against  the  mother  as  to  her  treat- 
ment of  the  child,  and  said  it  was  from 
the  smells  of  her  back  yard  that  the  child 
died,although  the  doctor  who  had  attended 
the  case  from  beginning  to  end  had  certi- 
fied that  death  was  due  to  vaccination. 
It  was  really  monstrous  that  the  public 
should  be  fobbed  off  with  secret  reports 
in  cases  of  this  sort.    Everyone  who  had 
studied  the  question  knew  that  the  stuff 
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they  got  from  these  calves  was  full  of  dan- 
gerous germs.  The  reports  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  medical  men  said  that 
it  was  possible  to  mitigate  the  poisonous 
effect  of  these  dangerous  germs,  but  it 
was  not  done.  They  put  the  stuff  into 
the  child  and  the  child  got  very  ill  and 
died,  and  then  they  said  it  was  due  to 
want  of  care  after  vaccination.  It 
appeared  then  that  vaccination  was  an 
operation  which  required  the  care  of  a 
trained  nurse  and  the  constant  attention 
of  a  medical  man  every  day,  because  if 
there  happened  to  be  a  dirty  back  yard 
and  anybody  came  from  it  into  the  room 
where  the  baby  was,  the  baby  was  going  to 
be  poisoned.  If  tUs  vaccine  matter  was 
to  be  put  into  little  children,  the  children 
must  be  removed  to  a  sanatorium  and  a 
proper  hospital  nurse  put  in  attendance 
on  them  until  they  had  entirely  recovered* 
He  had  called  the  attention  of  the  De- 
partment the  other  day  to  a  case  of  death 
after  vaccination.  The  doctor  who  vac- 
cinated the  child  certified  that  he  died  of 
vaccination  and  then  the  inspector  made 
accusations  against  the  mother  for  not 
attending  to  the  wound  properly.  But 
the  report  would  not  be  brought  forward. 
The  inspector  who  made  the  report  knew 
very  well  why  it  was  to  be  kept  secret. 
It  was  because  if  it  was  exposed  to  the 
light  of  day  the  whole  ridiculous  rubbish 
that  they  put  into  these  reports  would  bo 
exposed.  If  they|were  not  ashamed  of  the 
report,  let  it  be  brought  forward.  He  was 
sure  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  have  no  particular 
wish  to  keep  the  thing  secret.  It  could 
only  be  done  for  the  sake  of  the  inspector 
who  made  the  report.  He  hoped  on  these 
two  subjects  they  would  have  some 
enlightennient  from  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mb.  SUMMERBELL  said  he  desired  to 
make  a  correction  in  fairness  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  had  referred  to  the 
expression  "subsidised  industry"  as 
emanating  from  his  Department.  He 
wished  to  withdraw  it.  It  emanated 
from  a  Member  of  the  House,  and  he 
apologised. 

Mb.  EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 
said  the  HoUesley  Bay  Colony,  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland  had 
just  referred,  was  in  the  oonsjt^ 
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he  had  the  privilege  to  represent.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  a  word  to  discoutflige 
the  work  being  done  there  to  help  the 
unemployed'.  On  the  contrary  he  ad- 
mired the  efforts  being  made  there  to 
educate  and  help  those  who  temporarily 
resided  at  the  place.  It  was  a  place  in 
itself,  both  in  character  and  in  situation, 
admirably  suitable  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  being  used.  And  it  had 
as  superintendent  a  gentleman  very 
specially  qualified  for  the  very  difficult 
work.  But  many  complaints  came  to 
him  from  time  to  time — some  had 
come  quite  recently — from  gardeners 
in  the  division  of  the  injury  they 
believed  they  sustained  in  their  trade 
through  the  competition  of  HoUesley 
Bay  produce  at  Ipswich  and  FelixstoWe, 
the  chief  towns  in  the  district.  He 
believed  the  President  of  the  Local 
Gofvemment  B6ard  hsd  used  his  influence 
to  have  the  great  bulk  of  the  produce 
now  sent  to  London  to  sell.  But, 
undoubtedly,  there  was  still  a  strong 
feeling  among  the  local  gardeners  and 
small  cultivators,  a  very  deserving  class 
of  men,  that  they  were  prejudiced  in 
their  struggle  to  get  bread  and  pay  their 
way  by  the  sale  of  such  produce  as  was 
still  sent  to  locAl  markets  from  the 
colony. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon) 
said  that  as  a  former  President  of  the 
Local    Govemlnent   Board   perhaps   he 
would  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words. 
In     everything     that     fell     from     his 
right  hon.  friend  in  regard  to  the  stctus 
of  the  office,  the  question  of  tuberculosis 
and  the  continued  efforts  that  ought  to 
be  made  to  extirpate  it,  and  if  that  was 
impossible,  to  diminish  the  disease,  and 
also  with  regard  to  motor  cars,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  a  word  with  which  he  did 
not  most  absolutely  and  cordially  agree.  It 
had  always  seemed  to  him  they  ought  to 
diminish   the    great   annoyances   which 
were  constantly  inflicted  on  the  public 
by  reckless  drivers  of  motor  cars.    With 
regard  to  the  security  of  the  public,  what 
was  wanted  was  not  so  much  a  restriction 
of  the  speed-limit  as  a  more  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  law  against  driving  to 
the  danger  of  the  public.     As  his  right  non. 
friend  had  pointed  out,  he  thought  that 
that  could  be  carried  out  without  wasting 
BO  much  time  and  without  trying  to  catch 

Mr.  Everett. 


pe6^Ie  undir  >th^  trap  system.    If  that 
were  done  he  believed  that  to  all  •inlien'tK 
and  purposes  the  security  of  the  public 
would  be   assured.    Re  th6ught  eoiaxe 
m6re  careful  alrtiention  to  ther  ameniti^tf 
of  the  roads  was  fdBO  neoefssaiy.    13ie 
right  bon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to  the 
intolerable  annoyance  isiflieted  on  every 
house  near  the  roadside  by  the  cloudB  of 
dust  which  w^re' raised  by  the  enonnotiB 
pace   of  motor   oars^    If  more  oarefol 
attenti<^  was  paid  to  the  amenities  of 
the  road  those  intolerable  a;nnoyBaEke€iB 
could  be  done  away  with.    He  could  not 
see  that  there  would  be  any  great  cUffi- 
oultfy    in    putting  this  suggesticMst   into 
effect  by  circulars  from  the  Local  Gtevem- 
meiit  Board,  and  if  that  were  done  they 
would  hear  very  much  less  of  thie  nuis- 
ance, and  ther^'w6tild  be  an  immediate 
diminution  of  the  hardships  inflicted  upon 
those  wh6  Were  compelled  to  live  by  the 
side  of  the  road  and  who  now  saw.  their 
little  gardens  ruined  and  the  comfbrt  of 
their   homto '  stiffer  by  these   vehicke. 
This  could  easily  be  done  by  slackening 
the  speed  for  a  short  time^wfaen  motor  cars 
were  passing  houses  or  cottages  alongside 
the  public  roadi.    He  agreed  with  what 
had  been  said  in  regard  to  the  changea 
foreshadowed  b^  Ministers  at  an  earliec 
part  of  the  session,  and  he  shared  the  hope 
that  before  the    debate  was  concinded 
they  would  hear  something  daflmte  on 
the  subject  from  the  Qovemment.     He 
did  not  believe  anyone  who .  had   not 
occupied  the  position  of  head  of  the  Local 
Government    Board    could    seaiise    the 
enormous  amount  of  work    which   fedl 
upon   that   Department  and  upon,  the 
officials,  who,  for  many  3rear8,  were,  very 
insufficient   in   number  compared   with 
the     work .  they     had    to     do.       He 
would  give  the  House  an  instance  which 
would  carry  absolute  conviction   upon 
that  point.    When  he  was  first  appointed 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  it  was  no 
exaggeration .  ior  him  to  state  that  he 
found  that  Department  to  a  large  extent 
in  a  state  of  chaos  4nd  absolute  oonfuueiu 
Before  he  had  be^^  in  that  Department  a 
month  or  six  weeks  he  found  instance 
after  instance  showing  that  there  warn 
letters  which  had  not  been  answered  fodr 
as   long  as  eighteen  months  or   more^ 
and    this    was    due    to    no    fault    <rf 
the  officials  but  simply  to  the  fact  that 
the  Department  was  insufficiently  staffed. 
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So  muQk  was  that  the  case  that  he 
had  to  make  immediate  representations 
to  the  Treasury  on  the  subject.  He  did 
not,  of  course,  meet  with  the  response 
which  he  desired,  but  after  taking  the 
trouble  to  ma]ce  the  case  perfectly  dear, 
and  getting  a  Departmental  Committee 
to  investigate  the  question  in  order  to 
bring  home  conviction  to  the  Treasury, 
the  result  was  that  no  less  than  118 
additi(»ial  appointments  to  the  staff  were 
made.  He  did  not  think  that  such  a 
thing  had  happened  in  any  other  Depart- 
ment and  he  only  quoted  it  as  showing 
the  importance  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  He  hoped  they 
would  hear  a  definite  statement  on  the 
subject  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
That  was  not  an  occasion  for  long  speeches 
and  he  would  not  detain  the  House  any 
further.  If,  however,  these  should  be  the 
last  words  he  would  utter  this  Session 
he  wished  to  say  that  it  would  add  to  the 
pleasure  of  his  holidays  to  state  that  in 
regard  to  the  kindly  observations  which 
had  been  made  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
concerning  the  present  holder  of  the 
office  he  shared  to  the  full  everything 
he  had  said. 

♦Ser  FRANCIS  CHANNING  (North- 
amptonshire, E.)  said  he  wished  to  refer 
to  two  or  three  topics  in  the  briefest 
way.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland 
had  brought  before  the  House  and  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  the  administration  of  the  Un- 
employed Act.  He  put  a  question  a  few 
days  ago  inviting  his  right  hon.  friend's 
friendly  consideration  of  various  sugges- 
tions as  to  improvement  in  its  administra- 
tion which  he  would  not  now  enter  upon 
in  detail.  What  he  did  press  upon  the 
(Jovemment  was  the  extreme  desirability 
of  reconsidering  the  regulations  and 
circulars  relating  to  the  administration 
of  this  Act  before  the  coming  winter. 
They  were  all  painfully  aware  that  the 
pressure  would  be  extremely  great  in  the 
industrial  districts  during  the  coming 
winter,  and  he  ventured  to  suggest  and 
to  press  in  the  strongest  possible  way 
the  desirability  of  introducing  such 
changes  in  the  regulations  as  would 
enable  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Distress  Conmiittees  all  over 
the  country  to  deal  with  deserving  cases 
of  men  who  desired  work  and  could  not 
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obtain  it. .  He  hppe(J  that  there  would 
be  greater  elasticity  permitted  in  the 
treatment  of  such  oases  under  the  Unem- 
ployed Act,  and  that  a  larger  number  of 
those  who  really  needed  work  might 
have  suitable  work  provided  for  them 
during  the  coming  winter  than  had 
previously  been  the  case.  .  He  urged  the 
adoption  of  a  wider  and  broader  policy 
with  regard  to  the  administratioD  of  this 
Act.  He  had  thought  the  subject  was 
left  in  the  most  unsatisfactory  position 
\>y  the  debate  on  the  Unemployed  ^ill 
last  March.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
most  striking  feature  of  that  debate 
was  the  statement  of  the  very  large 
number  of  deserving  cases  which  coul4 
not  be  dealt  with  under  the  Act,  . 
and  which  were  not  covered  by  the 
existing  administration.  He  specially 
appealed  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  this  point.  He 
was  absolutely  at  one  with  his  right  hon. 
friend  in  insisting  on  sound  eoonomical 
lines  of  working,  and  sympathised  with 
the  firmness  with  which  he  kept  local 
authorities  to  the  strictest  policy  of 
avoiding  waste  of  public  money  and 
insuring  strict  probity.  He  asked  hLoo, 
while  maintaining  that  wise  policy, 
to  consider  whether  by  issuing  fresh 
circulars  to  local  authorities  or  by 
some  alteration  of  the  existing  regula- 
tions he  could  not  cover  this  point 
effectively  in  the  interests  of  the 
larger  number  of  xmemployed  which 
they  would  have  to  consider  and 
deal  with  during  the  coming  year. 
The  right  hon.  (Jentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Dublin  in  a  most 
interesting  ana  useful  speech  had  referred 
to  the  Report  of  the  Commission  on 
Tuberculosis.  The  subject  of  phthisis 
in  our  industrial  towns  was  a  most 
urgent  question.  As  his  right  hon. 
friend  knew  he  represented  one  of  the 
most  progressive  districts  in  England  in 
regard  to  this  question.  All  through 
that  industrial  area  there  was  the  keenest 
possible  demand  amongst  the  working 
people  for  the  compulsory  notification  of 
phthisis  in  order  that  the  most  effective 
machinery  might  be  available  for  the 
elimination  and  extirpation  of  this  disease. 
Whatever  might  be  the  case  elsewhere  it 
was  found  in  the  boot  and  shoe  factories 
that  infection  was  easily  spread,  and 
that  stringent  measures  were  neq^sf^. 
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He  would  urge  this  consideration  upon  his 
right    hon.    friend.      "When    this    was 
insisted  on,  not  by  well-to-do  people  with 
large   houses,   who  could  easily    isolate 
members  of  their  families  who  were  dis- 
eased, but  by  people  in  humble  circum- 
stances   living   in    houses    perhaps    of 
two  or  three  rooms,  who  were  willing  to 
submit  themselves  and  the  members  of 
their  families  to  all  the  disabilities  and 
inconveniences  of  a  strict  regidation  of 
their  daily  habits  when  disease  came  to 
a  member  of  the  family,  and  when  they 
were    willing    to     make     these     great 
sacrifices  to  protect  their  families   and 
for  the  good  of  the  community,  he  thought 
that  it  was  time  for  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  bestir  themselves  and,  in  the 
interest  of  the  health  of  the  community, 
to  help  them  and  to  show   a  bold  and 
progressive  spirit  in  dealing   with   this 
great  evil.    The  right  hon.    Gentleman 
opposite     had    referred    to     the    work 
of    the    Commission    on    Tuberculosis. 
He  had  paid  attention   to  this  matter 
for     many     years,     and     he      wished 
to    see    this    Commission     hurried     in 
its   work.     He  did  not  wish  that  the 
work  should  be  done  inefficiently,  but  he 
thought  it  was  time  that  the  results  of 
that  great  inquiry  should  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  problem  to  which  he   had 
alluded — one  of  the  greatest  problems 
which   was   facing    the    public    at   the 
present   time.       Sir  Herbert   Maxwell, 
a  distinguished   member   of    the    jarty 
opposite,   formerly    a    Member  of   that 
House,     went    to  the     Continent    and 
studied    this    question,    and    he    pre- 
sented   a    Report    which    came    before 
Parliament  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
twelve  years  ago,  and  upon  that  Report 
not  one  stroke  of  work  had  been  done. 
He  thought  it  was  a  scandal  that  Parlia- 
ment had  not  dealt  with   the  question 
on  the  bold  and  strong  lines  whieh  had 
been  adopted  in  Denmark.     That  line 
of  action  was  urged  upon  this  country 
by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  and  if  it  had 
been  adopted  it  might  long  ago  have 
begun  to  help  to  eliminate  tuberculosis 
from   the   herds   of  this  coimtry,   and 
atj  the     same    time    to    remove    the 
curse  of  tuberculosis  from   the  human 
race.     Referring    to    the     question   of 
motor  traffic,  he  urged  that  the  Local 
Government     Board     and     the    Home 
Office  should  combine  in   having   more  j 
Sir  Francis  Charming, 


uniform  instructions  and  ^more  uniform 
practice     imposed     upon     the     police 
in  the    discharge  of  their  duties.    He 
thought   the    present    state    of    things 
was    absolutely    ludicrous.    In    coming 
to  the  House  the  other  day  in  a  "  taxi " 
the   driver   reduced    the    speed   in    St 
James   Park   until   the   motor   seemed 
almost  to  be  arrested  in  its  progress. 
He  asked  the  man  if  there  was  anything 
wrong.     "  Not  at  all,"  he  replied,  **  the 
only  thing  is  that  they  are  extremely 
strict     here     in     St.     James'     Park.** 
Motor  vehicles   were   now    in    practice 
allowed  often  to  go  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  an  hour  in  crowded  thoroughfares, 
while  thus  forcibly  restricted  to  a  very 
low  speed  in  the  park?.    The  present 
state    of   things   was    neither   safe     to 
the  public  nor  creditable  to  the  police 
of  the  metropolis.    There  ought  to   be 
something    like     uniformity    for      the 
protection    of    the    public.      He     did 
not  agree  with  the  right   hon.  Gentle- 
man   the    Member    for    South  Dublin, 
and  other  speakers,  that  they  ought  to 
get  rid  of  the   speed  limit.     Nor  was 
there  any  rational  ground  for  complaining 
of  the  police  for  marking  out  certain 
areas,  and  timing  motors  as  they  passed 
along    the    roads    within    those    limits. 
He  would  like  to  ask  any  commonsense 
man  how  the  police  could  bring  offenders 
against  public  safety  to  book  except  by 
means  of  what  were  called  "police  traps.'* 
It  was  an  absurd  title  for  that  method 
of  detection.     It  was  quite  right  that 
they  should  use  stop-watches  and  marked- 
out  areas,  and  so  obtain  evidence  with 
the    view    to    the    punishment    of    the 
offenders.    A  speed-limit  was  absolutely 
necessary,    and,    having  regard   to   the 
fact  that  the  public  roads  were  used  by 
every  class  of  the  community — ^they  were 
the  natural  resort  of  children,  old  people, 
and  other  pedestrians,  who  had  just  as 
much  right  to  the  roads  as  motorists 
— he    thought    there    ought    to    be    a 
stringent  i  eduction  of  the    speed-limit. 
Motoring   was   an   exhilarating    delight 
which    he    enjoyed,     but     it    was    a 
scandal   that  it    should  be    carried  on 
as  at    present.    He   thought  his  rig^t 
hon.  friend  would  do  well  to  take  his 
courage  in  his  hands  and  face  the  few 
small  groups  of  rich  and  interested  men 
who  indulged  in  this  delightful  pastime 
in    c    wr-y    which    was    not    consistent 
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with  the  public  safety.  He  would  cut 
down  the  speed-limit  considerably.  He 
thought  a  Umit  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour 
was  quite  enough,  and  no  motor  car 
constructed  so  as  to  be  capable  of 
going  beyond  that  speed  should  be  al- 
lowed on  roads  frequented  by  the  public. 
He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any 
real  remedy  for  the  evil  except  by  that 
method,  and  by,  if  necessary  on  cer- 
tain occasions  and  for  certain  pur- 
poses, marking  ofi  portions  of  roads. 
Let  them,  if  possible,  do  what  was 
done  in  Florida  and  elsewhere,  take 
large  areas  or  districts  where  the 
special  speed-limits  might  be  removed 
in  order  that  motorists  might  enjoy 
greater  freedom  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
pastime.  He  thought,  with  regard  to 
the  Metropolis  and  other  crowded  areas, 
and  also  in  regard  to  a  great  many  country 
lanes  which  were  frequented  by  children, 
the  dangers  connected  with  motoring 
were  such  that  it  was  high  time  for  the 
Government  to  take  action  in  cutting 
down  the  speed-limit.  He  ventured  to 
think  that  the  two  suggestions  which  he 
had  made  were  practical,  namely,  to 
have  a  speed-limit  of  fifteen  miles  an 
hour,  and  to  have  motors  so  constructed 
as  to  be  incapable  of  running  above  that 
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*SiR  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London 
University)  said  he  desired  to  support 
the  strong  appeal  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  take  no  steps 
which  would  at  present  dissolve  the 
Royal  Commission  which  had  been  at 
work  for  some  time  on  the  question  of 
tuberculosis.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northamptonshire  had  complained  that 
the  Commission  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  publish  the  results  of  its  investiga- 
tions. He  need  scarcely  remind  the 
hon.  Member  of  the  extraordinary  diffi- 
culty of  the  investigation  in  which  the 
Commission  had  been  engaged  and  how 
very  unwise  it  would  have  been  on  their 
part  to  have  published  any  conclusions 
before  they  were  quite  certain  that  those 
conclusions  were  logically  true.  In  this 
connection  he  somewhat  regretted  the 
speech  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sleaford,  who,  under  the  influence  of  his 
extreme  views  on  the  question  of  vacci- 


nation, was  unable  to  realise  the  value 
of  the  investigation  and  the  character 
of  the  deductions  from  those  investiga- 
tions which  had  been  made  by  the 
Members  of  the  Commission.  The 
Commission  was  appointed  seven  years 
ago,  and  they  issued  their  first  report  in 
1904.  When  that  Report  was  ipsued,the 
late  Sir  Michael  Foster  was  still  Chairman 
of  the  Commission.  He  need  scarcely 
say  how  deeply  indebted  the  members 
of  the  Commission  were  to  him  for  the 
'vliluable  work  he  did  and  for  the  able 
Report  which  he  presented.  It  was  no 
small  result  when  the  first  Report  was 
issued  that  the  Commissioners  were  able 
satisfactorily  and  entirely  to  disprove 
the  assertion  which  the  whole  of  the 
scientific  world  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  no  connection  between 
human  and  bovine  tuberculosis.  That 
assertion  was  made  on  the  authority  of 
Dr.  Koch,  who  possibly  had  not  verified 
the  conclusions  to  which  he  came 
as  thoroughly  as  the  members  of  t  e 
Commission  had  verified  theirs.  In  that 
respect  one  of  the  objects  of  the  reference 
to  the  Commission  might  be  said  to 
have  been  already  achieved,  and  an 
important  point  had  been  gained,  because 
it  had  rendered  necessary  what  would 
otherwise  not  have  been  necessary, 
namely,  the  careful  inspection  of  a  I 
animals  that  were  used  for  food  and  a 
careful  analysis  of  our  milk  supply. 
In  spite  of  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sleaford  had  stated  he  thought  he  might 
s  y  it  was  absolutely  proved  to  demon- 
stration that  tuberculosis  might  bo 
communicated  through  the  milk  of  an 
infected  cow.  It  had  not  yet  been  so 
fully  proved  that  the  consimiption  of 
the  flesh  of  an  animal  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  could  communicate  tuber- 
culosis to  human  beings  who  had  par- 
taken of  it.  That  was  one  of  the  many 
subjects  which  were  still  unsettled  and 
which  would  receive  much  careful  con- 
sideration if  this  Comndssion  continu  d 
its  labours.  Another  reason  why  the 
Commission  should  be  continued,  or 
that  some  other  body  of  scientific  experts 
should  be  appointed  to  carry  on  the 
work  so  well  begun  by  this  Commission, 
was  that  laboratories  had  been  fitted 
up  for  the  express  purpose  of  making 
these  investigations,  and  the  farm  which 
Lord  Blyth  had  hitherto  placed  at  the 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1547  Supply,  {COMMONS} 

disposal  of  the  Commission,  they  hoped 
would  still  continue  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Govemmeut  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  years  for  which 
the  Commission  at  present  existed. 
Apart  from  the  scientific  experiment^ 
with  which  the  Commission  dealt,  there 
were  several  questions  within  the  refer- 
ence to  that  Commission  which  were 
not  yet  settled,  and  which  were  more 
or  less  of  an  administrative  character. 
These  related  to  the  arrangements  for 
the  inspection  of  animals  and  also 
for  the  examination  of  our  milk 
supply  and  the  conditions  under 
which  that  milk  was  distributed. 
Into  those  questions  the  Commission 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  enter,  but 
their  recommendations,  as  the  result  of 
their  scientific  investigations,  should  have 
the  efiect  of  influencing  the  action  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  He  ven- 
tured, therefore,  very  sincerely  to  express 
the  hope  that  at  any  rate  for  two  or 
three  years  this  Commission  might  be 
allowed  to  continue  to  exist.  It  was 
said  that  the  cost  of  the  Commission 
was  £5,000  a  year,  but  having  regard  to 
the  important  results  which  they  have 
already  undoubtedly  achieved  and  which 
the  eminent  men  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed would  be  able  to  achieve  in  the 
next  few  years,  and  the  bearing  of 
those  results  on  the  health  of  all  classes 
in  the  community,  he  did  not  think 
that  £5,000  a  year  devoted  to  scientific 
investigations  of  this  importance  was 
money  ill-spent.  He  therefore  ventured 
to  support  the  appeal  of  his  right  hon. 
friend. 


Su^ly. 
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Mr.  CURRAN  (Durham,  Jarrow)  said 
that  three  questions  had  occupied  the 
time  of  the  House — the  regulation  of 
the  speed  of  motor  cars,  the  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  that  terrible 
disease  tuberculosis,  and  the  provision 
of  better  facilities  for  our  fellow-citizens 
who  were  imable  to  obtain  employ- 
ment to  secure  it.  He  made  no  apology 
for  stating  that  in  his  opinion  the  last- 
named  question  was  the  most  important 
to  the  Labour  Members.  He  had 
no  desire  to  conceal  that  they  were 
taking  advantage  of  the  Vote  for  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  once   more   placing  before   the 

($ir  Philip  Magnus^ 


^ouse  the  condition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  population,  and  the 
necessity  there  was  for  the  Depart- 
ment doing  something  more  than  had 
been  done  up  to  now  with  regard  to 
unemployment.  He  had  no  desire 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  with  any 
spirit  of  rancour  or  for  the  purpoae 
of  introducing  personalities.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  that 
Department  would  clearly  understand 
the  reason  why  they  were  desiroxis  of 
taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
of  bringing  this  question  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  He  was  not 
going  to  say  that  some  valuable  wock 
had  not  been  accomplished  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  A  great  deal  of 
distress  in  the  various  centres  of  in- 
dustry was  partially  alleviated  last 
winter  by  the  donations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  combination  with 
local  contributions;  but  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  while  it  was  alleviated  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  facilities  which 
were  held  out  to  local  public  bodies 
were  hopelessly  inadequate  to  meet 
the  distress.  They  wanted  an  extension 
of  those  facilities,  and  he  was  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  mis- 
understand him  when  he  said  that  he 
had  received  numerous  letters  of  applica- 
tion from  various  industrial  centres 
to  which  he  replied  briefly  and  very 
curtly  that  those  places  had  not  been 
ear-marked  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
of  distribution  of  the  money  to  be  granted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board.  In 
his  judgment  that  restriction  should  be 
removed  quickly  and  faciUties  should 
be  given  to  those  people  to  enjoy  what 
it  was  possible  for  the  Local  (Govern- 
ment Board  to  give  them  by  opening 
up  useful  emplo3rment.  The  Committee 
was  engaged  the  previous  night  in  voting 
quite  a  lot  of  money.  He  took  part  in 
seven  or  eight  divisions,  and  so  far  as  he 
could  gather  they  voted  away  a  total 
of  £20,000,000  in  five  or  six  minutes. 
[An  Hon.  Membeb  :  More  than  that.] 
More  than  that,  said  an  hon.  Gentleman 
behind  him ;  and  before  the  House 
adjourned  that  night  they  would  vote 
away  more  than  that  for  defensive 
purposes  and  to  prevent  the  possible 
invasion  of  this  country  by  the  forces 
of  a  foreign  Power.  To  vote  £200,000 
for  the  sustenance  of  the  men  and  women 
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wha  helped,  to  build  up  this  nation  and  i 
Empire  was^  in  his  judgment^  hopelessly 
out  of  the.  question,  to  meet  tl^  ciEwe« 
They   desired    that    Parliament    should 
give   pow«r  to   the   Local   Government 
Board  to  spend  not  only  £200,000  Wt  all 
that  the .  President  of  the  Board  could 
persuade  his  colleagues  to  sanction  for 
the  purpose  of  at  least  alleviating  parti- 
ally the   distress  in   the  country.  -  He 
recollected  that  prior  to  hk  t^oming  into 
the  House,  during  the  term  of  the  late 
Government,    he    had    occasion    in    his 
capacity  as  a  trade  union  official,  to  go 
with  some  of  his  colleagues  before  the  then 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Bdaard 
and  the  late  Prime  Minister^  in  order  to 
lay  before  them  su^estioikB  of  what  they 
considfiied  to  be  a  practical[character,  fen: 
works  which  might  be  carried  out  without 
further    legislation.     On    that    occasion 
they  mentioned  the  fact,  which  was  then 
being  inquired  into   by   a   Commission, 
of  the  rapid  encroachments  of  the  sea  on 
valuable   land,   especially  on   the   East 
coast.     These  encroachments,  they  said, 
could  be  arrested  and  the  reclaimed  land 
made  a  valuable  asset  to  the  country. 
That  could  be  done,  they,  said,  throu^ 
the.  agency   of   the   Ldcal   Government 
Board  if  the  Department  were  prepared 
to   spend    the   money.     The   suggestion 
met    with    the    sympathy    of   the    late 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  of  the  late  Prime  Minister  ;    but  the 
deputation  did  not  go  before  them  for 
sympathy  but  to  ask  them  to  put  into 
operation  something  on  the  lines  they  put 
forward.    They  also  placed  before  them 
the  possibijity  of  introducing  a  co^apara- 
tively  large  scheme  pf  afEorestation.    It 
was  pointed  out  by  men  who  had  expert 
knowledge  on  the  matter,  that  if  a  scheme 
of  afEorestation  were  put  into  operation 
it  would  give  employment .  to  a  large 
number  of  people  capable  and  willing  to 
carry  out  that  kind  of  work,  which  work 
in  the  course  of  thirty  or  forty  years  would 
l)ecome  a  valuable  asset  to  the  coim'try. 
Further,  they  pointed  out  the  possibility 
of  a  general  reduction  m  the   hours  of 
labour,  though  that  did  not  come  under 
the    Local    Grovernment    Board     Vote. 
Th^re  were  put  before  the  late   Prime 
Minister  and  late  Pre^dent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  other  suggestions  of  a 
practical  character  that  required  no  legisla- 
liop  but  only  that  the  Department  should 


spend  money  in  putting  them  into  opera- 
tion at  the  earliest  possible  date.  When 
the  present  Government  came  into  power 
many  of  them  expected  great  things  from 
them  with  regard  to  unemployment.  As  a 
voung  man  in  a  hurry  and  not  knowing  all 
the  intricacies  of  the  House,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  expected  much ;  but  candidly 
they  had  not  received  what  they  had 
anticipated  from  one  with  whom  they 
had  been  l6ng  associated.  They  had 
no  desire  unnecessarily  to  carp  at  the 
operations  of  Hlq  Local  Government 
Board,  but  he  would  remind  the  House 
that  though  the  problem  of  unemploy- 
ment was  not  so  evidently  bef6re  the 
public  to-day  aa  it  was  in  ti^e  moilths  of 
December  and  January  last,  it  wasstiU 
there  if  hidden  by  the  good  weather  we 
^ere  enjoying.  He  was  quite  within 
the  points  of  logic  and  legitimacy  when . 
he  said  that  there  were  at  the  present 
moment  12,000,000  pf  people  alt  the 
lowest  estimate,  below  tiie  submerged 
tenth.  That  was  a^  condition;  of  affairs 
that  the  Department^  should  seriously 
consider,  and  acco^rdingly  he  hoped 
that  during  the  coming  autumn  some 
of  the  hints  thro^«^  out  in  the  dis- 
cussion would  haye,  the-  necessary 
effect  on  those  who  were  in  control  of 
the  Department.  A  point  had  been 
raised  by  his  hon.  friend  who  opened 
the  diiscussion  with  regard  to  certain 
misstatements  which  had  been  made 
with  reference  to  operations  that  had 
gone  on  under  the  guidance  of  certain 
unemployed  bodies.  .  They  had  read  in 
the  newspapers  that  when,  the  women's 
department  of  the  Central  Unemployed 
Body  tendered  for.  clothing,  the  tenders 
were  so  high  as  compared  with  ordinary 
private  enterprise  tenders  that  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  work.  And 
in  6rder  to  give  the  House  an  illustration 
of  what  he  meant,  he  would  read  a  quota- 
tion from  a  communication  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Morning  Post,  Jn  the 
Morning  Post  of  22nd  July  there  appeared 
a  statement  by  an  expert  whom  evidetntly 
the  Local  Government  Board  relied  on. 
The  Poplar  Board  of  Guardians  was 
supposed  to  have  invited  tenders  for 
certain  articles,  and  the  expert  declared 
that  the  lowest  tenderfor  men's  flannelette 
vests  was  Is.  9d.,  and  that  that  of  the 
Women's  Department  of  the  Unemployed 
Body  was  2s.  lid.,  which  left  a  marnn  of 
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Is.  2d.  between  the  tenders  of  the  private 
contractor  and  the  Central  UnemploTed 
Body.  What  were  the  facts  I  The 
forewoman  of  the  Women's  Department 
had  written  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Cen- 
tral Unemployed  Board,  who  happened 
to  be  Mrs.  Tennant,  the  wife  of  an  hon. 
Member  of  this  House,  and  said — 

••  With  regard  to  the  Poplar  guardians'  con- 
tract commented  on  hy  the  Morning  Post  on 
22nd  Juhr,  the  first  paragraph  re  prices  as  to 
one  item  is  quite  incorrect.  The  Central  Un- 
employed Board  did  not  tender  for  men's 
flannelette  vests  at  all,  but  for  flannel,  and  at 
the  price  of  2s.  Id.,  and  not  28.  lid." 

That  showed  that  the  expert  had  misled 
the  public  to  the  extent  of  Is.  2d.  That 
applied  also  to  the  money  expended  on 
other  matters.  If  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  was  misled  to  that  extent  by  its 
expert  knowledge  with  regard  to  the 
cost  of  the  work  turned  out  by  private 
contract  and  that  turned  out  by  the 
Central  Body  of  Unemployed  it  meantjthat 
many  people  in  the  country  must  regard 
as  useless  all  the  efforts  and  experiments 
that  were  being  made  in  this  direction. 
In  the  past  great  efforts  were  made  by 
the  late  Eobert  Owen  who  tried  many 
experiments  on  the  communal,  co-opera- 
tive principle  in  the  midst  of  competition, 
but  they  were  failures  because  he  was 
surrounded  by  private  competitors  who 
made  such  sacrifices  as  to  swamp  him. 
Everything  done  up  to  the  present  time 
was  of  the  most  meagre  description,  and 
no  opportunity  had  been  given  to  show 
that  big  work  could  be  promoted  by 
these  bodies.  He  trusted  that  greater 
efforts  would  be  made  in  the  future  on 
genuine  democratic  lines  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  more  money.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  in 
the  near  future  the  advisability  of  greater 
facilities  being  given  for  afforestration, 
the  reclamation  of  the  foreshores  of  the 
country,  and  other  matters  to  which  he 
had  referred  and  provide  the  money  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  in  times  of 
depression  those  forms  of  useful  work 
which  were  necessary  to  every  industrial 
centre  in  the  country.  He  did  not 
believe  that  under  our  competitive  sjBtem 
it  was  possible  to  absorb  the  unemployed 
at  the  present  moment.  All  they  could 
suggest  and  all  they  could  ask  for  were 
these  paliatives  which  would  tend  to 
reduce  the  evil  to  some  extent.  That 
was  all  they  could  claim,  but  there  were 
Mr,  Curron. 
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many  in  the  House  who  believed  they 
would  be  able  by  taking  a  more  conipie- 
hensive  view  of  the  wealth  production  o£ 
the  country  to  bring  about  a  83rBtem 
which  should  absorb  unemployment  once 
and  for  all.  However,  while  the  graas 
was  growing  the  horse  was  starving,  and 
they  were  there  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  utilise  all  the  power  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  purpoaes 
of  doing  everything  within  the  scope  of 
present  legislation  that  could  be  done 
for  unemployment.  Unemployment  was 
with  us  to-day.  When  the  winter 
months  came  it  would  be  seen  more 
clearly,  but  when  poverty  was  parading 
itself  was  not  the  time  when  the  House 
should  discuss  the  problem.  It  was  now, 
and  they  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  discuss  it  now. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,    Holdemess)    quite    agreed    with 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Wimbledon 
that   everybody   who  lived   in    villages 
through  which  motor  cars  passed  suffered 
very  great  hardship,  and  that    Parlia- 
ment ought  to  do  its  best  to  ameliorate 
their  condition.    He  was  in   favour  of 
reducing  the  speed-limit  through  villages 
to   ten   miles   an   hour.    But   when   it 
came  to  the  question  of  speed  on    the 
highroads,  what  was  the  use  of  a   law 
wUch   could   not   be   enforced,    a    law 
which   was   broken    by   every   Member 
of  the  House,  from  the  Prime  Minister 
downwards,  who    owned   a    motor    car 
capable    of     going    more    than     thirty 
miles   an   hour?    With  regard    to    the 
question   raised    by   the    hon.    Member 
for  Sunderland,  and  also  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  spoken,  the  ques- 
tion   of    unemployed,    he    believed    it 
was  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
this    country    had    to    face.    Statistics 
showed  that  at  present  there  was  a  far 
larger  number  of  men  out  of  work  than 
probably  was  ever  known  for  a  similac 
period  in  modem  times.     They  would  be 
faced  with  a  most  urgent  crisis   duiing 
the  coming  winter,  and4t  threw  a  re* 
sponsibility  upon  the  Government  whidt 
entitled  the  House  to  some  explanation 
as   to   their   intentions.    Judging   irom^ 
the  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer delivered  on  Tuesday,  it  seemed* 
that  it  was  the  deliberate  policy  of  the 
Government  to  add  to  the  number  of 
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unemployed.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
foreshadowed  in  the  near  future  reduc- 
tions in  the  natioAal  defeAces.  That 
would  be  not  only  a  danger  to  the  Empire, 
but  must  add .  largely  to  the  number 
of  unemployed.  He  wished  to  know 
how  the  Government  were  going  to 
provide  for  the  thousands  of  men  who 
would  be  thrown  out  of  work  by  the 
passing  of  the  Licensing  Bill  and  the 
Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill.  He  would 
suggest  that  a  means  of  increasing 
employment  could  be  found  in  preventing 
the  dumping  in  this  country  of  manu- 
factured goods  by  the  foreigner.  He 
knew  that  the  Government  were  pledged 
to  free  trade,  but  he  could  npt  understand 
the  Labour  Party  fixing  the  standard 
of  wages  that  should  be  paid  to  trade 
unionists,  and  at  the  same  time  allowing 
thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  foreign 
goods  to  come  into  this  country  with 
the  result  of  keeping  down  or  destroying 
cmplo3anent. 

*Mr.  DOBSON  (Plymouth)  said  he 
had  not  intended  to  take  part  in  the 
debite  and  did  not  decide  to  do  so  until 
he  heard  complaints  from  certain  hon. 
Members  that  there  had  not  been  a 
sufficiently  hearty  response  on  the  part 
oi  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  the  demands  they  had 
made  on  behalf  of  unemployment.  He 
supposed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  in  office  siifficiently  long  to  be  able 
to  resist  any  of  the  attaclra  made  on 
him.  It  was  only  fair,  however,  ex- 
periences having  been  given  by  certain 
Members  after  failure  to  obtain  satis- 
faction from  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman, 
that  he  should  say  that  so  far  as  his 
own  experience  went  he  had  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied.  It  fell  to  his  lot  to  appeal 
t)  the  right  hon.Gentleman  for  a  further 
vote  from  the  Unemployment  Fund  for 
relief  of  the  distress  which  existed  in 
the  constituency  which  he  represented. 
Despite  the  fact  that  they  already  had 
been  most  liberally  dealt  with  when  he 
was  able  to  prove  that  the  money  was 
wanted  not  for  some  charity  or  in  relief 
of  the  poor  rates,  but  for  carrjdng  out 
work  of  a  useful  and  practical  kind,  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  inducing  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  give  another  large 
instalment,  notwithstanding  that  an 
adjoining  district  where  useful,  practical 


work  could  not  be  shown  they  had 
received  refusals  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  could  state  half-a-dozen 
cases  which  would  show  that  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  was  fully  alive  to  the 
question  and  was  always  willing  to  help 
distress  when  he  could  conscientiously  do 
so.  As  far  as  business-like  aptitude 
was  concerned,  he  would  say  that  in  the 
early  part  of  last  winter  when  the 
borough  of  Croydon  resolved  to  erect  a 
large  swimming-bath,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  if  the  work  could  be  put  in  hand, 
a  considerable  amount  of  work  could 
be  given  to  the  unemployed  in  the  town 
during  the  winter,  months.  The  idea 
was  at  first  scouted  because  it  was  sup- 
posed that  many  months  must  elapse 
before  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  hold  their  inquiry  and  sanction 
the  loan.  The  mayor  and  corporation, 
therefore,  asked  him  to  intercede  with 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman,  and  he  called 
upon  him  at  his  office  and  represented 
the  case,  pointing  out  the  great  amount 
of  distress  that  existed  in  the  building 
trade  at  Croydon,  and  stating  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  expedite  the 
matter  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  in 
reducing  unemployment.  Within  three 
weeks  of  that  time  an  inspector  had  been 
sent  down,  the  inquiry  made,  and  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
given  to  the  loan,  and  within  five  weeks 
of  the  original  application  the  work  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  contractors  and 
fifty  or  sixty  men  were  given  useful 
employment  who  otherwise  would  have 
been  without  work.  Hon.  Members  had 
accused  the  right  hon.  (xentleman  of 
being  indifferent  to  the  unemployment 
demand  of  the  country,  and  therefore 
he  thought  it  right  to  get  up  and  say 
that  there  were  two  sides  to  the  question, 
and  that  if  the  facts  were  fairly  and 
squarely  put  before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  he  was  always  willing  to  do 
his  best  to  assist  them. 

Mr.  HARMOOD- banner  (Liver- 
pool,  E;erton)  called  attention  to  the 
administration  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  connection  with  matters 
in  relation  to  municipal  and  county 
boroughs.  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
a  word  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Local 
(Government  Board,  who  was  regarded 
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by  the  municipalities  as  a  most  benevolent 
despot.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  always  concur  with  their  views  or 
accept  their  conclusions,  but  on  the 
whole,  in  all  matters  of  administration 
except  in  the  matter  of  finance,  they 
had  his  ready  concurrence  and  most 
useful  advice.  The  first  question  he 
desired  to  raise  was  the  position  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  with 
regard  to  the  payment  of  wages  to 
workmen  out  of  borrowed  moneys. 
Durii^g  the  last  two  years  the  Local 
Government  Board  when  sanctioning 
a  loan  for  the  carrying  out  of  public 
works  had  imposed  a  condition  that 
the  wages  of  any  permanent  workmen 
who  might  be  engaged  on  such  work 
should  not  be  defrayed  out  of  the  loan 
so  sanctioned.  It  might  be  a  good 
condition,  but  it  was  a  serious  thing 
for  the  municipalities,  and  it  had  on 
one  occasion  resulted  in  the  increase 
of  one  half-penny  in  the  rates.  It  was 
not,  however,  a  question  of  the  incidence 
of  taxation  but  of  the  fairness  or  un- 
fairness of  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  relation  to  such  work.^ 
Moat  local  authorities  objected  to  this 
new  departure  on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  To  show  how  in- 
juriously this  condition  worked,  he  pointed 
out  that  the  municipalities  were  not 
allowed  to  transfer  their  best  men  to 
the  capital  expenditure  department  for 
any  new  work  that  was  being  carried 
on,  and  the  work  had  to  be  left  to  men 
who  were  employed  by  the  contractor, 
who  might  not  be  so  good.  He  could 
not  see  that  it  waQ  a  question  of  men 
being  employed  permanently  or  on  con- 
tract at  all;  the  question  was  whether 
the  work  on  which  they  were  employed 
was  a  capital  expenditure  work.  If  it 
was,  the  men  employed  upon  it  should 
be  paid  out  of  capital  expenditure,  and 
not  out  of  revenue.  The  work  of  repair- 
ing a  road  should  be  paid  out  of  revenue. 
If  the  men  engaged  upon  that  work 
were  put  on  to  making  a  new  road  they 
should  be  paid  out  of  capital,  but  it 
was  said  that  they  must  be  paid  out  of 
revenue  because  they  were  employed 
permanently.  Of  course,  that  could  be 
remedied  by  taking  the  men  out  of  the 
permanent  employment  and  putting  them 
on  to  the  contract  job.  The  view  of 
the    municipalities   was    that   the    men 
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engaged  on  these  works  ought  to  be 
permanent  men  of  ability.  They  weald 
far  sooner  hare  permanent  men  than 
cpntractors'  men  whom  they  had  cou- 
stantly  to  supervise  in,  the  conduct  of 
the  work.  They  often  jound  thajb  in 
contract  work  it  was  considered  right 
to  scamp  it  in  some  way  and  not  to 
render  work  which  the  nature  of  the 
undertaking  required.  In  the  case  of 
sewage  disposal  a  large  amoxmt  of  casual 
labour  was  employed,  but  it  was  neces- 
sary to  use  gangs  of  overseers  who  were 
familiar  with  the  "work.  Those  men 
again  could  not  be  paid  out  of  capital 
expenditure.  In  other  matters  wheie 
large  amounts  of  casual  labour  were  em- 
ployed, the  use  of  permanent  men  had  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  cost  of  the  struc- 
tural work,  which  much  discouraged  the 
employment  of  permanent  labour  by  the 
municipal  authorities.  It  also  resulted 
in  the  work  being  given  out  to  contract 
and  the  importation  of  a  large  number 
of  casual  labourers  instead  of  the  work 
being  done  by  the  permanent  staff.  To 
the  use  of  so  much  of  casual  labour  was 
di^e  the  amount  of  unemployment  that 
existed,  and  it  was  desirable  to  prevent  the 
increase  of  casual  labour  by  ^s  system 
which  was  bound  to  employ  many  men  for 
short  and  irregular  periods.  He  failed 
to  undeistand  on  what  principle  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
taken  up  this,  stand  as  regarded  these 
loans ;  it  was  only  possible  oi^  one  con* 
dition,  namely,  that  he  had  no  trust 
in  the  administration  of  the  municipality. 
If  he  had  he  could  not  see  why  this  ques- 
tion should  be  raised.  But  undoubtedly 
there  was  this  in  it,  that  with  a  large 
municipality  the  work  was  likely  to  be 
properly  carried  out  and  the  allocation 
to  be  complete,  and  al^o  there  was  not  at 
all  likely  to  be  the  taking  of  thf  nlen  un- 
necessarily which  might  occur  in  smaller 
towns  where  they  did  not  have  a  large 
amount  of  work  going  on  and  where  they 
might  take  on  a  staff,  and,  allocating 
them  improperly  to  capital  work  whwi 
they  were  engaged  on  revenue  porposee, 
increase  the  cost  of  the  work  and  relieve 
the  rates  improperly  from  ihe  pajonents 
that  ought  to  be  made.  Whil^  that 
was  quite  possible  in  the  smaller  localities 
wherd  they  only  had  a  small  expenditure 
on  public  works  and  did  not  have  a  large 
expenditure  on  repairs,  it  was  absolately 
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impossible  in  big  places  like  Birmingham, 
Manchester,  or  Liverpool,  and  it  was  a 
great  hardship  ou  larger  cities  that  it 
should  be  impossible  £or  them  to  nse  their 
permanent  men  on  capital  works  without 
having  to  charge  that  expenditure  to 
revenue  and  not  to  capital.  It  meant 
a  very  large  increase  in  rates,  and  it  intro-' 
duced  what  was  so  objectionable — ^the 
employment  of  casual  labour  and  contract- 
ing for  work  when  it  would  be  so  much 
better  done  by  the  employment  of  a 
permanent  staft.  The  next  point  he 
wished  to  raise  was  the  question  of  the 
sinking  fund  on  waterworks,  which  were 
fairly  permanent  works.  They  weie 
not  built  for  the  purposes  of  a  day,  but  for 
centuries,  and  they  had  evidence  of  what 
they  could  be  in  the  great  water- 
works of  Rome,  Italy,  and  Spain 
as  well  as  in  many  of  more  modem 
date  in  this  country.  What  was  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
as  regards  waterworks  ?  The  most 
serious  case  was  that  of  the  Halifax 
CJorporation.  In  Mafch,  1906,  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  approached  in 
reference  to  ^  these  waterworks  and  were 
asked  to  permit  the  sinking  fund  to  run 
for  a  period  of  fifty  years.  The  Local 
Government  Board  refused  and  fixed  it 
at  a  shorter  period  which  raised  the 
rate  by  7Jd.  in  the  £.  That  was  a  very 
Serious  matter,  and  there  were  many 
other  instances  of  a  similar  nature. 
Resolutions  had  been  forwarded  to  the 
Prime  Minister  from  time  to  time  by 
the  corporation,  and  a  deputation  had 
been  asked  for  though  they  had  not  been 
received.  The  Local  Government  Board 
had  referred  to  a  Select  Committee's 
Report  in  which  the  reasons  in  favour 
of  short  periods  for  loans  were  set  out, 
but  so  far  as  waterworks  were  con- 
cerned the  reasons  given  were  decidedly 
weak,  indefensible,  and  contradictory.  It 
might  be  right  to  have  a  short  period 
for  gasworks,  tramways,  electric  works, 
or  sewage  disposal  works,  but,  as  regards 
waterworks,  he  failed  to  see  the  principle 
on  which  it  applied.  So  far  as  regards 
the  borough  of  Halifax,  some  of  their 
waterworlffl  were  constructed  in  1820, 
some  in  1851  and  some  in  1870,  and  all 
these  were  as  good  as  new  and  the  cost 
had  been  absolutely  written  off  at  the 
expense  of  previous  generations.  The 
term  of  sixty  years  was  by  no  means 


unreasonable,  but  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  gave  them 
thirty  years,  which  was  entirely  in- 
sufficient for  such  works  as  these.  The 
burden  of  rates  was  constantly  increas- 
ing, and  while  it  was  quite  right  that 
matters  of  short  life  should  bear  a  short 
period,  matters  of  long  life  should  be  so 
adjusted  as  to  bear  a  long  period  and 
relieve  the  rates  leaving  the  future 
generation  to  bear  their  share.  In  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1903, 
eighty  years  had  been  substituted  for 
sixty  years,  and  in  the  Hotisihg  and  Town 
Planning  Bill,  which  he  congratulated 
himself  he  was  associated  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleihan  in  attempting  to  pass, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  get  it  through 
Very  speedily — it  was  one  of  the  best 
Bills'  ever  brought  before. the  House — 
eighty  years  was  the  period.  He  had 
every  confidence  in  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's judgment,  but  he  hoped  that  the 
education  and  the  growing  resources  of 
civilisation  would  make  the  inhabitants 
eighty  years  hence  indisposed  to  accept 
as  comiortable  dwellings  the  dwellings 
they  were  now  putting  up  to  last  eighty 
years.  He  questioned  as  a  matter  of 
comparison  why  eighty  years  should  be 
allowed  for  these  cottages  and  only 
thirty  years  for  school  buildings,  thus 
adding  enormously  to  the  education 
rate.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ap- 
peared to  be  the  dictator  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  late 
Prime  Minister  and  the  then  Minister 
for  Education,  and  they  accepted  the 
principle  that  eighty  years  was  the 
proper  period  to  give  for  school  build- 
ings, |and  school  buildings  of  the  present 
day  would  last  that  period.  When  it 
came  to  an  application  for  a  loan  in 
order  to  raise  these  buildings,  the 
President  of  the  Local  Govermnent  Board 
intervened  and  refused  to  accept  the 
view  of  the  Primie  Minister  and  only 
gave  them  thirty  years  in  which  to  repay 
the  sinking  fund.  The  result  was  that 
the  education  rate  had  increased  and 
the  cost  of  the  buildings  to  the  community 
was  enormously  put  up.  The  present 
Prime  Minister  said  in  an  interview 
last  year  that  it  seemed  an  anomaly 
that  the  period  for  repayment  in 
this  particxdar  case  should  be,  in 
consequence  of  recent  legislation,  as 
short  as  thirty  years,  and  in  the  case  of 
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other  buildings  which  were  not  prima 
facie  more  durable  in  character  it  should 
be  as  long  as  fifty  years  and  in  sonne  cases 
sixty.  It  was  strange  that  two  leading 
lights  should  be  abbolutely  satisfied  that 
the  longer  period  was  sufBlcient  for  these 
education  buildiags,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  (lovernment  Board 
should  override  them  and  say  the  educa- 
tion buildings  were  rubbish,  badly 
constructed,  and  unfit  for  the  purpose — 
that  they  were  jerry  buildings  upon  which 
he  could  only  allow  a  period  of  thirty 
years  for  sinking  fund.  It  raised  the 
question  in  the  mind  of  the  municipality 
"  Where  are  we  1  'Who  is  the  head  of  the 
Cabinet,the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  or  the  Prime  Minister?" 
They  obtained  approval  and  went  away 
very  cheerful  from  interviews  with  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Minister  for 
Education,  and  were  depressed  shortly 
afterwards  by  a  communication  from 
the  Local  Government  Board  which 
overrode  all  their  cheerful  anticipations. 
Matters  affecting  the  municipality  in 
every  possible  way  had  increased  the 
burden  of  rates,  and  prevented  the 
municipality  from  being  so  willing  as 
they  would  have  been  to  expend  money 
upon  new  waterworks  and  new  capital 
expenditure  because  of  the  very  ex- 
cessive cost  to  the  ratepayer.  He  failed 
to  see  how  it  could  be  right  to  give 
cottages  for  the  working  classes  eighty 
years  in  which  to  survive  while  water- 
works which  would  last  centuries  and 
schools  which  would  last  100  years  were 
only  allowed  thirty  years  within  which 
the  ratepayers  should  pay  for  them*.  He 
did  not  intend  to  join  in  any  effort  to 
reduce  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  salary, 
because  he  felt  grateful  to  him  for  many 
things  he  had  done  in  regard  to  municipal 
administration.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  this 
matter  favourably  with  a  view  to  ^eeing 
whether  he  could  not  place  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  relation  to  municipalities  on  a 
better  basis. 

Mr.  G.  a.  HARDY(Suffolk,  Stowmarket) 
said  he  wished  to  associate  himself  with 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Plymouth  as  to  the  thorough  manner 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
carried  out  the  Act  about  which  they 
were  speaking.  Perhaps  they  had  never 
Mr.  Ilarmood-Banner. 


had  a  Minister  who  had  controlled  tUs 
great  Department  more  rivmpathetically 
than  the  present  President  of  thi 
Local  Government  Board.  There  was 
one  thing,  however,  he  hoped  the 
President  would  remember  throughout 
the  coming  winter,  and  it  was  that 
they  were  going  to  be  visited  with  an 
unusual  crisis,  an  intimation  of  which 
had  only  just  been  brought  to  their 
notice.  They  had,  in  fact,  only  realised 
it  that  day,  because  the  London  County 
Council  had  decided  to  close  down  its 
Works  Department,  with  the  result  that 
there  would  be  thousands  of  men  thrown 
out  of  employment.  With  that  fact  in 
front  of  them  it  might  be  well  for  the 
President  of  the  Local  (Jovemment 
Board  to  consider  carefully  what  he 
could  do  to  help  the  people  of  London 
who  would  be  ruthlessly  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  action  of  the  Lond<m 
County  Council.  Like  many  other  hon. 
Members  of  the  House  he  had  received 
letters  from  his  constituents  with  regard 
to  the  excessive  speed  of  motor  cars, 
and  in  the  particular  constituency  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent  he  was 
told  that  on  account  of  the  police  not 
being  active  they  were  unable  to  obtain 
convictions.  They  had  brought  actions 
against  the  scouts,  but  they  had  failed. 
He  had  a  letter  only  yesterday  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  in  Stowmarket  the 
police  were  not  properly  controlling  the 
speed  of  motor-cars.  He  felt  that  the 
lead  in  this  matter  which  had  been  given 
them  by  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Dublin,  was  one  for 
which  the  whole  House  felt  grateful. 
They  had  lost  the  liberty  of  the  road 
and  they  all  desired  to  recover  it,  and 
they  believed  that  only  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  his  power 
could  they  possibly  recover  that  liberty 
which  had  been  the  right  of  the  peopte 
of  England  for  so  long. 

*The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea)  said  the  House  had 
listened  to  an  interesting  discussion  upon 
the  estimates  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  they  had  heard  from  various 
speakers  of  the  wide  range  of  duties 
which   came   within   that   Department, 
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With  regard  to  the  duties  of  that  De- 
partment and  the  present  status,  he  had 
been  asked  by  the  late  President  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  the   Member 
for  South  Dublin  directly  to  sUy  a  word 
or  two  before  he  dealt  with  other  points. 
He  had  been  asked  to  state  with  regard 
to  the  future  status   of  the   Board  of 
Trade  and  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
what   the    Government   were   doing   in 
connection     with     both    thoBe     offices. 
In  reply    to    that   kind    question,   put 
with    so  much    sympathy    and   appre- 
ciation of  the  officers  of  the  Local  Qovern- 
ment  Board  and  himself,  he  could  only 
say  that  the  subject  of  the  status  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  and  the  Board 
of   Trade   was   immediately   before   the 
Grovemment.     It  was  now  before    the 
Cabinet  and  he  trusted  that  before  long 
some  of,  and  perhaps  all,  the  desires  and 
hopes   that   the   right   hon.    Gentleman 
opposite    had    so    sympathetically    ex- 
pressed might  be  realised  by  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  Government.    In  the 
event  of  the  staius  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment Board  being  raised,  as  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  raised,  as  co-equal  with  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  even  to  the  level  of 
a  Secretaryship  of  State,  he  could  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  that 
consolation  was  secured  and  they  enjoyed 
a  wider  sphere  of  activity,  a  larger  s'.atuSy 
and  perhaps,  as  occasionally  came  from 
both,  an  extended  remuneration,  there 
was  no  one  to  whom  they  would  be  more 
indebted  than  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  generous  questions  to-day 
and  his  more  generous  speech  when  last 
this  subject  came  within  the  purview  of 
Parliament.      He    might    add    on    this 
subject  that  concurrently  with  consider- 
ing such  exalted  things  as  status  and  such 
sordid  things  as  salaries,  they  were  also 
considering  whether  the  time  had  not 
arrived  when  there  might  safely  be  carried 
out  an  interchange  of  duty  from  several 
of   the    Departments   which   were    now 
doing   work   which   other   Departments 
could  more  cheaply  and  more  efficiently 
carry  out.     There  ought  to  be  an  inter- 
change of  duties  and  a  readjustment  of 
powers  and  functions,  and  he  was  glad  to 
say  that  the  various  offices  whose  status 
and  salaries  were  being  considered  were 
fti   the   most  frank  and   friendly   way, 
without  any  consideration  for  their  own 
particular  sphere   of  duty,  undertaking 
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investigations  as  to  how  this  could  best 
be  done  with  the  simple  object  of  serving 
the    public    through    better    organised 
Departments   with  exchange   of  duties 
more  efficiently  than  they  now  could. 
He  trusted  that  when  the  result  of  the 
action  of  the  Grovemment    was  brought 
before    the    House    of    Commons    their 
recommendations    would    be    as   unani- 
mously received  as  the  desire  for  them 
had  been  sympathetically  expressed  that 
afternoon.     Turning    from  that  subject, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and 
other    hon.    Members    had    raised    the 
question   of  the   administraton     of  the 
Motor  Car  Acts.     He  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  so  soon  after  they  had  had  an 
important    discusson    at     an     all-night 
sitting  to  deal  at  any  great  length  or  in 
any  detail  with  this  particular  subject, 
because  on  that  occasion  he  laid  before 
the  House  what  was  being  done  and  what 
they  hoped  to  do  in  the  future.     The 
right  hon.  Grentleman  had  addressed  to 
him  this  practical  point.     He  suggested 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  might 
consider   the   advisability   of  issuing   a 
circular  pointing  out  to  the  local  authori- 
ties their  powers  and  duties  and  liabilities 
in  regard  to  motor  car  and  vehicular 
traffic.     The  right  hon.  Grentleman  was 
not  to  blame  for  raising  this  question, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  had  promised 
the  House  of  Conmions  over  a  week  ago 
that  he  would  issue  a  circular  not  only 
upon  the  particular  subject  referred  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  upon 
a  number  of  other  subjects  akin  to  the 
point  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
mentioned.    That    circular    was    under 
consideration,  and  he  believed  it  would 
comply  with  the  wishes  not  only  of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  but  also  of  others 
who  had  expressed  their  opinions  upon 
the  question.     He  agreed   in   the  main 
that  they  ought  to  make  Section  1  of  the 
Motor  Car  Acts  the  basis  of  nearly  all 
their  actions  in  dealing  with  this  subject. 
He  believed  that  where  a  man  drove  any 
vehicle,  whether  horse-drawn  or  propelled 
by  mechanical  means,  to  the  danger  of  the 
public  and  to  the  risk  of  the  lives  of  foot 
passengers  passing  across  or  using  the 
roads,  whether  driving  at  one,  five,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  miles  an  hour,  the  driver  should 
be  held  liable  and  fined  and,  in  extreme 
cases,  imprisoned.    He  shared  the  view 
that  it  detracted  from  the  efficient  and 
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proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  police- 
man engaged  in  controlling  the  roads  to 
be  watched  by  motor  scouts,  and  that 
was  a  form  of  supervision  which  in  his 
opinion  the  sooner  they  got  rid  of  the 
better.    He  thought  the  Motor  Associa- 
tion would  be  well  advised  to  withdraw 
the  motor  scouts  who  watched  the  police, 
because  he  was  perfectly  convinced  that 
the  policemen  could  not  do  their  duty  as 
fairly  and  impartially  as  they  ought  to  do, 
because  both  scouts  and  policemen  were 
only  human,  and  they  could  not  get  that 
impartial  exercise  of  the  duties  of  a  police- 
man when  he  was  supervised  and  spied 
upon  by  an  army  of  unemployed  scouts 
employed    by  motorists.     With  regard 
to  sign  posts,  he  had  issued  a  circular  on 
that  particular  subject  and  perhaps  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman   who  raised   the 
question  and  motorists  generally  would  be 
glad  to  know  that  in  the  last  few  years 
nearly  10,000  sign  posts  had  been  put  up 
by  local  authoities  warning  all    sections 
of  the  public  as  to  the  dangerous  condi- 
tions of  certain  roads.    He  had  also  issued 
another  circular  as  to  local  authorities 
and  private  owners  of  land  contiguous 
to  the  roadways  so  to  co-operate  with  the 
local  authority  and  the  poUce  and  district 
surveyors  that  comers  of  roads  should 
be  rotmded  off,  that  hedges  should  be  re- 
duced in  height  at  the  cross  roads,  and 
generally  speaking  that  the  police,  the 
local    authorities,    and    others    affected 
should   co-operate   in   order  to  remove 
some    of   the    dangerous    places    which 
existed  upon  many  of  our  roads.      He 
would  deal  with  the  various  points  in 
the    circular    which    he    contemplated 
issuing,  and  with  some  of  the  mechanical 
points  suggested  to  him.    As  an  engineer 
himself  he  did  not  attach  much  impor- 
tance to  mechanical  contrivances,  how- 
ever skilfully  designed,  with  the  object  of 
^PP^yi^g  ^  ^  motor  car  any  mechanical 
governors' for  preventing  a  vehicle  going 
over  fifteen  miles  an  hour.    He  knew  how 
governors    could     be     manipulated.     A 
large  number  of  engines  had  governors, 
but  there  were  methods  of  dealing  with 
them  and  with  safety  valves  which  were 
known  to  engineers  and  which  were  not 
always  approved  of  by  inspectors.     With 
regard    to    the   question    of   the    roads 
the  Department  had  had  an  opportunity 
in  co-operation  with  the  local  authorities 
of  doing  something  ;   and  he  was  sending 
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an  inspector,  an  engineer  who  knew  the 
subject  very  well,  to  Paris,  where  the 
various    cities    of    the    Continent    were 
holding  an  international  conference   on 
the   question  of  road  construction   and 
maintenance  and  the  adoption  of  reason- 
able   and    practical    methods    for    the 
prevention  of  dust  and  the  improvement 
of   roads   both   in    town    and   country. 
He  had  also  asked  the  Motor  Associations 
to  consider   seriously,  not  only  in  their 
own  interest,  but  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  who  maintained  the  roads,  whether 
they  could  not  abandon  the  armoured, 
studded    tires   that  were  now    general. 
He    thought    motorists    would    be    well 
advised    if    they    realised    that    public 
opinion     was    hardening      considerably 
against  the  man  who  owned  a  motor-car 
and  drove  it  imder  conditions  and  at  a 
speed  which  were  not  in  accordance  with 
the    neighbourly    and    kindly  amenities 
that  ought  to  exist  among  all  travellers 
on    the    roads.     They    would    be    well 
advised  if  they  recognised  how  public 
opinion  was  moving,  and  did  not  provoke 
the  Department  to  go  to  the  extreme 
length  anti-motorists  had  advised  them 
to  go,  which  he  would  be  very  reluctant 
to  do.     They  had   to   be   told   and,    if 
necessary,  compelled  to  put  their  house 
in  order,  and,  if  they  did  not,  he   would 
see  that  they  were  kept  decently  in  order. 
He  believed  that  the  result  of  the  circulars 
that  had  been  issued,  of  the  action  now 
being  taken,  and  of  the  hints  he   had 
given  that  afternoon  to  the  motorists, 
would  be  that  they  would  be  able  to 
allow  a  great  industry  to  be  developed 
consistently    with    a    reasonable    regard 
for  life,  and  with  a  reasonable  amount 
of  safety. 

He  now  c^me  to  the  question  of  tuber- 
culosis.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site very  properly  referred  to  the  Com- 
mission which  he  appointed.     That  Com- 
mission  was  appointed  some  six  years 
ago,  and  it  had  been  presided  over  by 
two  gentlemen  of  great  distinction,  and 
the  doctors  and  officers  who  served  on 
it  deserved  the  praise  of  the  community. 
The  final  Report  was  in  preparation,  and 
he  had  been  pressed  by  doctors  and  by 
some   of  the   Commissioners   to   extend 
the  reference  and  scope  of  the  inquiry. 
That  he  was  disinclined  to  do,  beca»jf« 
he  thought  that  the  £50,000  or  £60,000 
it  had  cost  and  the  six  or  seven  years  of 
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time  it  had  laken  were  almost  enough  for 
iihe  particular  subject.  He  was,  however, 
prepared  to  consider  whether  the  present 
farm  and  laboratory  so  generously  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  nation  at  ^consider- 
able cost  and  some  inconvenience  by 
Xord  Blyth  might  not  be  carried  on. 
On  the  general  question  of  infectivity, 
both  in  men  and  in  animals,  of  tuber- 
culosis he  need  not  dwell,  because  in 
-connection  with  the  Milk  Bill,  which  he 
had  promised,  which  he  had  in  draft,  and  I 
which  he  hoped  to  let  the  House  have  as  j 
soon  as  he  could  obtain  from  the  Board  | 
^f  Agriculture  their  views  on  the 
question  of  tubercular  cows,  they  would  I 
be  able  to  discuss  it  at  greater  length.  | 
Serious  though  the  scourge  of  consimip- 
tion  was,  he  did  not  hope  for  its  discon- 
tinuance and  final  abatement  so  much 
from  medical  or  laboratory  work,  as  from 
other  and  better  causes  and  remedies. 
Speaking  broadly  and  generally,  he 
regarded  consumption,  the  world  over, 
as  a  social  disease,  due  to  low  wages,  bad 
and  insufficient  food,  and  bad  house 
accommodation.  It  connoted,  as  a  rule, 
A  low  standard  of  comfort,  and  synchron- 
ised with  bad  economic  and  social  con- 
ditions, and  until  we  rose  to  a  higher 
standard  we  could  never  hope  to  get  rid 
of  consumption  wholly.  It  was  satis- 
factory to  know  as  Britons,  that  in  this 
regard,  as  in  many  other  aspects  of 
public  health,  we  were  leadmg  the 
world.  In  London  one  and  a  quarter 
persons  died  of  consumption  to  two  in 
Berlin  and  two  and  a  half  to  three  in 
Paris.  To  put  it  in  a  better  form,  in 
the  last  thirty  years  the  death-rate 
from  consumption  had  diminished 
irom  twenty-five  to  ten  per  10,000. 
That  had  occurred  since  the  Education 
Act  of  1870  was  passed,  and  the  improve- 
ment had  been  accelerated  during  the 
past  ten  or  fifteen  years  as  the  result 
of  better  public  health  legislation,  and 
by  cheap  food  which  this  nation  com- 
manded for  its  poorer  people  to  a  greater 
-extent,  perhaps,  than  any  other  nation 
in  the  world.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Liverpool  had  spoken  about  the  restric- 
tions of  the"  Local  Government  Board 
with  regard  to  the  periods  of  loans  to 
local  authorities.  They  granted  eighty 
years  for  land,  sixty  years  for  houses 
under  th^  Housing  Acts,  and  only  thirty 
years  for  other  buildings  including  school 


buildings.  That  was  in  no  sense  inconsis- 
tent or  illogical.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
difference  in  these  objects.  Houses  paid 
rent  and  were  self-supporting,  but  there 
was  nothing  financially  self-supporting 
in  education,  though  the  expenditure 
upon  it  was  one  which  it  was  beneficial 
to  the  nation  to  incur.  It  might  not  be 
realised  how  quickly  designs  in  schools 
changed  and  how  quickly  things  altered. 
He  would  take  the  case  of  the  London 
County  Council.  In  the  last  three  or 
four  years  the  London  County  Council 
had  been  in  a  position  to  spend  £140,000 
on  the  repair  of  schools  before  the  loan 
period  of  thirty  years  became  exhausted. 
That  in  itself  was  an  argument  for  the 
policy  which  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  pursued,  and  so  long  as  he  occupied 
his  present  post  he  would  do  his  best 
to  inculcate  on  local  authorities  that  the 
present  generation  should  bear,  roughly 
speaking,  its  own  burdens,  and  that 
loans  should  not  be  granted  for  too  long 
a  period.  Considering  how  taste  changed 
in  regard  to  the  designs  of  school  build- 
ings, and  how  rapidly  other  things 
altered,  it  seemed  to  him  that  a  capricious 
generation  which  spent  a  great  deal  in 
the  improvement  of  schools  should  bear 
the  responsibility  for  payment.  Com- 
plaint had  been  made  that  it  was  unfair 
to  local  authorities  to  refuse  to  allow 
salaried  officers  to  be  paid  out  of  loaned 
money.  He  was  not  a  banker,  but  he 
knew  sufficient  of  good  finance  to  know 
that  this  was  in  the  interest  of  local 
authorities.  It  was  essential  that  they 
should  be  noted  for  their  credit  because 
they  had  to  get  their  money  in  markets 
that  were  very  susceptible  to  unbusiness- 
like habits  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom 
they  lent  money.  Nobody  in  his  position 
would  allow  salaried  officers  to  be  paid 
out  of  lent  money.  What  was  the 
hardship  ?  Supposing  a  loan  was  granted 
of  £10,000  for  a  sewer,  £5,000  was  for 
material  and  £4,500  for  wages.  It  was 
not  fair  that  the  surveyor,  the  engineer, 
and  the  superintendent  of  works,  who 
ought  to  be  salaried  officers  .regularly 
employed,  should  have  a  portion  of  their 
salaries  paid  out  of  lent  money.  It 
was  bad  finance  which  he  did  not  intend 
to  run  the  risk  of  promoting.  One  of 
the  chief  difficulties  in  the  unemployed 
problem  in  this  country  was  the  extent 
to    which   local    authorities,    and    even 
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Government  departments,  had  borrowed 
money  and  spent  it  in  a  way  which  took 
no  notice  of  the  regular  employment 
of  a  smaller  number  of  men  on  work 
while  it  was  being  carried  out.  The 
process  the  Department  had  adopted 
of  allowing  no  salary  to  be  paid  out  of 
a  loan  had  decasualised  labour.  Instead 
of  interfering  with  direct  employment, 
it  had  enabled  local  authorities  to 
take  a  wider  view  of  their  duties,  and 
to  employ  men  more  regularly  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  done. 
Therefore,  for  finaacial  reasons,  he  asked 
the  House  to  support  him.  The  ho^. 
Member  for  Sui^derland  had  raised  the 
important  question  of  the  unemployed. 
It  was  only  right  that  before  he  dealt 
with  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  that 
he  should  congratulate  the  House  on 
the  absence  of  criticism,  especially 
querulous  criticism  of  his  Department, 
and  that  the  House  should  have  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  facts  in 
regard  to  the  operations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  the  unemployed 
question.  They  had  eighty-nine  Dis- 
tress Committees  in  England  and 
Wales,  of  which  thirty  had  received 
grants  from  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board.  England  and  Wales  had  received 
£124,000,  of  which  £62,000  had  gone 
to  London  alone,  or  £104,000  to  London 
and  district,  which  included  West  Ham, 
Walthamstow,  Leyton,  East  Ham,  and 
Tottenham.  Scotland,  with  which, 
technically,  he  had  nothing  to  do,  had 
received  over  £19,000.  Ireland  had 
received  £4,500.  Whatever  might  be  the 
outlook  for  Scotland  and  England  and 
Wales — and  he  did  not  endorse  the 
pessimistic  outlook  which  had  been 
uttered  in  the  columns  of  The  Times  by 
a  gentleman  who  ought  to  know  better- 
he  was  glad  to  say  that  Ireland,  this  last 
winter,  had  not  been  so  badly  off  as 
the  year  before,  and,  judging  from  what 
he  heard,  Ireland  was  not  likely  to 
share  in  the  depression  this  coming 
winter  in  England  and  Wales — ^a  depres- 
sion which,  in  his  judgment,  was  exagger- 
ated. For  the  money  expended,  90,000 
men  were  registered,  and  3,000  women. 
These  figures  must  be  taken  with  many 
qualifications,  because  registration  was 
very  frequently  loose  and  indulged 
in  by  men  who  were  only  imemployed  for 
a  short  time,  but  were  not  out  of  work  in 
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the  ordinary  sense  of  that  phrase.     Of 
those    90,000    registered,    54,000    were 
qualified,    and   of   the   54,000    qualified 
37,000  received  work  ;  or  over  60  per  cent. 
It  was  interesting  to  know  that  of  the 
men     qualified    and    registered,     5,469 
refused  work,   he   hoped  because   after 
registering  they  had  got  work  through  the 
ordinary  channels  of  their  own   trade, 
which  was  much  better  than  relief  work. 
80  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  men 
registered    were    between    the    ages    of 
twenty   and   fifty — ^rather    a   surprising 
thing ;   whereas,  26  per  cent,  were  of  the 
ages  of  thirty  and  forty.     These  figures 
indicated  that  the  theory  of  '*  too  old  at 
forty  "  for  many  forms  of  work  had  in  the 
past  been  exaggerated.    Another  inter- 
esting fact  which  he  learnt  from  these 
figures  was  that  53  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  men  who  were  qualified  and    i 
received   work   were   general   or    casual 
labourers.     19  per  cent,  of  the  total  were 
from  the  building  trades,  in  which  a  large 
proportion   of   them   would   be    general 
labourers,  more  skilled  than  casual,  but 
still   not    mechanics.     In    other    words, 
72  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  who  were 
registered,  qualified,  and  received  work 
were  either  general  or  casual  labourers, 
or  from  the  building  trades.     The   men 
received   from  one   and   three   quarters 
to   sixteen   weeks   work ;     the    women, 
he   was   glad   to    say,    from  twelve  to 
thirteen    and    a     half     weeks'      work. 
The    men    received     an     average      of 
£3  10s.  for  the  work  they  did  on  the 
relief  works,  whilst  labour  colony  m«L 
received  £6  8s.  on  an  average  for  the 
period  they  were  at  the  various  colonies. 
Six   thousand    people    were    emigrated 
through  the  agency  of  the  local  authorities 
and  a  new  form  of  relief,  perhaps  in  many 
ways  the  best  form  that  had  come  to 
light,  migration  from   one   part   of  the 
country  to  anothei;  was  resorted  to  in  the 
case  of  776  men.    He  had  given  this 
summary  of  the  work  of  the  distress 
committees  because  he  thought  it  would 
be  as  well  for  the  House  to  have  a  con- 
spectus of  the  facts  before  he  dealt  with 
the    criticisms    of    hon.    Members.     He 
rejoiced   to    notice    that    not    in    one 
single  instance  had   he   received   either 
outside    the    House   or   from    Members 
of  the  House  who  represented  distressed 
areas,  a  single  complaint  or  criticism  as  to 
lack  of  promptitude  on  the  part  of  the 
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Local    Government    Board    in    dealing 
with  this  problem  of  the  miemployed 
during  the  past  year.    He  thought  that 
men  who  knew  him  would  credit  him  with 
no  lick  of  sympathy  with  this  particular 
subject.     It  was  true  that  at  times  one 
had  to  be  more  firm,  or  appear  to  be  more 
firm,  than  one  really  was ;     but  it  was 
impossible  to  govern  an  Empire  with  a 
Cabinet  of  Sunny  Jims.    One  could  not 
administer  an  unemployed  grant  so  as  to 
satisfy  a  number  of  sentimentalists,  who, 
if  they  were  in  Ms  office  and  had  un- 
controlled power  over   £200,000  would 
give  much  of  the  money  at  their  disposal 
to   their    own    district,    to    the    wrong 
people,  and  at  the  wrong  time,  with  the 
most  disastrous  results.    In  so  far  as  he 
liad  been  able  to  do  so  he  had  spent  this 
money  with  a  due  regard  for  work  done, 
aAd  every  consideration  for  the  claims  of 
the  local  authority.    That  was  demon- 
strated by  the  fact  that  he  had  received 
many  vo  ties  of  thanks  which  he  had  handed 
over  to  his  colleagues.    In,  fact,  he  was 
almost  becoming  more  hardened  to  the 
votes  of  thanks  which  he  had  received 
from  local  authorities  for  the  way  in 
which  the  Department   had  carried   on 
their  work,  than   to  votes  of  censure. 
He  appit)ached  nex*-  winter,  not  with  the 
gloomy  expectation  of  some  lion.  Members. 
The  hon.   Member  for  Holdemess  had 
asked  him,  what  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board    was    going    to    do.     He    would 
toll    him    and    he    thought    the    hon. 
Member      would      approve.    As      soon 
as     the    CommiPsion    on    Afforestation 
and  Coast  Erosion,  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  himself  was  a  useful  Member, 
reported,  which  he  hoped  they  would 
•do  in  the  early  autimin,  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  consider  that  report, 
to  take  the  whole  of  it  within  their  purview 
and,  if  possible,  to  be  prompt  and  practical 
in  interpreting  the  Report.     But,  as  far 
as  he  was  concerned  he  was  not  going 
to  lose  his  head ;    or  to  be  driven  into 
foolish  action  at  the  instance  of  panic- 
mongers,  political  mischiefmakers,    and 
people   in  certain  quarters  who,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  say,  were  putting  forward 
uneconomic   ideas,  and  using  the  unem- 
ployed to  an  extent  which  he  hop  ";d  would 
not  be  continued.     He  intended  to  ap- 
proach the  winter  with  a  golden  heart  but 
not  with  a  head  of  quicksilver ;  and  if 
the  hon.  Member  would  leave  this  problem 


to  him  to  deal  with  through  the  winter, 
he  hoped  to  do  his  duty  sympathetic- 
ally and    promptly   up  to  the    highest 
level.     The  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland, 
who  had  a  perfect  right  to  speak  on  this 
subject,  and  whom  he  understood  very 
well,  had  asked  him  if  he  would  deal  with 
the  exceptional  distress  in  his  area.    The 
hon.  Member  had  said,  and  it  was  echoed 
by  other  Members,  that  the  Department 
should  show  a  little  more  freedom  in  deal- 
ing with  tho  subject,  and  a  little  more 
laxity  in  its  treatment.    The  hon.  Member 
had  no  complaint  to  make  but  thanked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  his  officers  for  the    kindness  with 
which  they  had  treated  the  exceptional 
distress  in  Sunderland.     He  would  tell 
the  hon.  Member  why  he  should  not  be  so 
depressed.     The  Local  Grovernment  Board 
gave  Sunderland  £6,500,  for  which  Sunder- 
land was  grateful,  and  when  the  local 
authority  asked  if  it  wanted  more  money, 
the    reply  was    in    the    negative.     The 
£6,500   in    no    sense    represented   what 
Sunderland  received  last  winter ;    it  was 
only  the  nucleus  of  contributions  from 
other  sources,  and  no  less  than  £22,000  was 
available  altogether  last  winter  to  meet 
the  Exceptional  distress  in  that  district. 
If  Sunderland  was  as  reasonable  next 
winter,  and  its  citizens  as  public  spirited 
as  the  rich  engineers   and    shipbuilders 
of  that  district  ought  to  be  in  giving  out 
of   their  plenty   to   their   poor   fellow- 
citizens  who  had  made  their  great  fortunes 
and  had  placed  many  of  them  in    an 
extraordinarily   wealthy    position,    then 
the  district  and  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board  together  would  be  able  to  tide 
over  any  distress  which  might  occur. 
The  hon.  Member  could  safely  leave  his 
own  district  in  his  own  hands. 


Mr.  SUMMERBELL  : 

get. 


I  will  not  for- 


*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  made  a  reference  to  one  or 
two  things  which  he  would  have  been 
well  advised  if  he  had  left  alone. 
He  wa3  much  indebted  to  him  for  with- 
drawing the  statement  that  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  written  btters  to  the  effect  that 
Hollesley  Bay  was  a  place  in  which  a 
subsidised  industry  was  being  carried  on. 
He  had  said  that  he  would  be  fair  and 
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even  generous  to  HoUesley  Bay  during 
the  experimental  period.  How  had  he 
shown  it  ?  Apart  from  the  purchase 
money,  £43,475,  the  gross  cost  of 
management  for  Hollesley  Bay  for  less 
than  three  years  was  £62,000,  The 
receipts  from  sales  of  produce  were 
£13,976.  The  net  cost — ho  would  not 
say  loss,  so  as  not  to  offend  susceptibilities 
—was  £48,391.  How  could  anybody 
say  he  had  been  stern  and  unbending  1 
For  this  large  sum  2,513  men  had  passed 
through  the  colony;  they  had  from 
eight  to  sixteen  weeks'  residence  there 
on  the  averaeje.  The  net  cost  per  week 
per  man  was  between  30s.  and  31s. ; 
including  loan  charges  it  was  33s.  For 
that  they  received  board  and  lodging  and 
6d.  per  week  pocket-money.  The  wife 
and  children  in  London  received  mainten- 
ance up  to  178.  6d.  per  week.  When  an 
agricultural  labourer  who  worked  sixty 
and  seventy  hours  per  week,  had  to  pay 
rent  and  maintain  wife  and  children  on 
an  average  of  2s.  or  3s.  a  week  less  than 
what  the  man's  wife  and  children  received 
in  London  alone,  no  one  could  accuse 
bim  of  harshness.  What  were  the 
results  ]  Of  the  2,513, 148  had  emigrated. 
Some  people  were  under  the  impression 
that  this  was  to  be  a  school  fur  training 
emigrants  for  America  and  Canada  and 
the  Colonies  generally.  He  had  been 
through  America  and  Canada  twice,  and 
he  had  been  told  in  both  countries  the 
farming  was  so  different  in  those  countries 
that  the  less  a  man  knew  of  the  British 
methods  of  intensive  cultivation  the  better. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  difference 
between  market  gardening  near  a  town 
and  work  on  a  ranch  or  prairie  farm  in 
America  and  Canada,  and  he  found  that 
the  town  man  who  had  been  to  the  train- 
ing colony  was  worse  off  when  he  went 
out  there  than  he  would  have  been  if  he 
had  gone  straight  to  the  ranch  or  prairie 
farm  with  an  energetic  and  adaptable 
mind.  How  many  men  had  returned 
to  the  land  1  Thirty-seven  only,  and 
it  was  very  significant  that  out  of 
the  37,  more  than  one-third  were  agri- 
cultural labourers  before  they  went  to 
Hollesley  Bay.  Only  18  per  cent  of 
the  men  had  found  work  after  they 
had  left  the  colony,  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained.  The  settlement  of  the 
men  in  ordinary  farm  situations  or  in 
market  gardens  or  in  ordinary  occupa- 
tions had  proved  in  most  cases  impossible ; 
consequently  the  only  considerable  outlet 
Mr.  John  Bums, 


for  men  trained  at  Hollesley  Bay  bad 
been  by  emigration. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Jarrow  had  ap- 
pealed to  him  to  spend  in  the  forthcoming 
winter  all  the  £200,000.    He  did  not  wish 
to  misrepresent  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
if    by  that  he  meant   that  he  was  to 
spend  this  £200,000  without  any  regard 
to      economic      conditions      he      could 
assure    the    hon.    member    that,   hmg 
Scotch,    he    was    not   likely    to    throw 
other    people's     money     away    without 
getting  value  for  it.     The  bon.  Member 
thought      progress      in      this      matter 
should    be    quicker.       They  all    learnt 
experience  by  responsibility.     The  hon. 
member  was  of  an  adaptable  nature  and 
could  readily  assimilate   himself  to  his 
environment,  and  he  con^tulated  him 
on  the  way  he  was  doing  it.     If  ever  the 
hon.   gentleman    found    himself    in  the 
position  of  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  he  could  assure  himself  that  the 
same  kind  of  criticisms  would  be  leveUed 
at  him.     The  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
unemployment  was  not  so  much  to  get 
money  or  to  spend  it,  but  how  it  could  be 
spent  for  the  employment  of  unemployed 
people   without    concurrently  damaging 
better  men  than  those  they  employed. 
The  difficulty  at  Hollesley  Bay  was  not 
how  to  employ  the  men,   but    how  to 
get  rid  of  the  produce.     And   that  was 
particularly  true  of  women's  workrooms. 
They  had  to  be  very  careful  in  providing 
State  or  municipal  work  for  unemployed 
women    that    they  were  not  providing 
opportunities    for    loafing    husbands  or 
sons  to  exploit  their  sisters,  wives,  and 
mothers  to   the  permanent  undoing  of 
the  workman  and  demoralisation  of  the 
wife  and  children.     He  was  now  going 
to  quote  the  testimony  of  one  of  the 
ablest  and  best-informed  women  workers 
in  the  best  of    causes,  the  cause  of  her 
poorer  sisters,  whom    we    hiad    in    this 
country.     He  referred  to  Mrs.  Tennant, 
of    whom   he     had    always      had    the 
greatest  admiration  and  respect.     Mrs. 
Tennant  said — 

"  Tlie  year's  working  has  shown  the  f«%8eDt 
system  of  emplovment  to  be  but  transitorily 
helpful.  Limited  as  it  has  been  to  satisfying 
tlie  requirements  of  the  Emigration  and 
Working  Colonies  Committees,  chietly  by  plain 
needlework,  it  provides  no  industr.aJ  eoaiD- 
ment  of  permanent  value.  There  is  fitUe 
market  for  need  lework  of  the  character  required 
in  the  Poplar  and  Camberwell  Workrooms; 
and  though  tlie  women  leave  the  workrooma 
in  nearly  every  case  con«»iderably  improved  in 
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industrial  capacity,  they  have  not,  owing  to 
the  poorness  of  the  outside  market,  appreciably 
improved  their  wage-eamiog  posiuon. 

"In  the  S^.  Pancras  Tailoring  Workroom, 
.  .  .  the  women  can  learn  a  skilled  trade 
under  the  guidance  of  an  experienced  tailoress ; 
and  for  those  women  the  future  holds  more 
hope.  But,  unfortunately,  that  market  is  at 
the  moment  well  provided  with  workers,  and 
though  I  hope  inaividnal  women,  previously 
unskilled,  may  now  obtain  the  skilled  employ- 
ment for  which  their  training  in  the  workrooms 
has  titted  them  (especially  where  the  period 
has  been  extended),  I  cannot  feel  that  the 
present  system  contributes  to  a  solution  of  the 
problem/' 

At  the  same  time  he  must  refer  to  the 
fact  that  the  Central  Unemployed  Body 
for  London  had  expressed  the  opinion — 

•*  That  the  Women's  Work  Department  had 

Sossibilities  of  usefulness,  but  that  there  was  a 
anger  of  women  becoming  the  principal  wage 
earners  in  families  where  the  men  are  merely 
loafers,  and  al^o  of  their  leaving  other  employ- 
ment to  enter  the  workroom  because  of  the 
better  rate  of  p  \y  and  conditions." 

The  difficulty  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  not  been  to  spend  money 
and  to  provide  women  with  work,  but 
to  see  that  the  work  was  done  imder 
conditions  which  would  not  damage 
othe^  women  who  were  equally  entitled 
to  their  sympathy.  His  last  point  was 
this.  What  else  could  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  do  administratively,  because 
they  were  not  now  dealing  with  legisla- 
tion ?  They  could  not  deal  with  the 
matter  by  legislation  to-day,  but  only 
by  administration.  He  could  assure 
the  House  that  they  could  rely  on  his 
facilitating  every  loan  subject  to  the 
rules  of  sound  finance,  to  the  work  being 
properly  carried  out,  and  to  its  being 
thrown  into  the  winter  months.  He  had 
given  the  departmental  officers  a  standing 
order  that  no  loan  should  be  kept  back, 
and  that  even  it  should  be  accelerated 
in  order  that  work  might  be  given  from 
November  to  March  that  otherwise 
might  be  done  from  March  to  October. 
All  inquiries  would  be  facilitated,  and 
he  was  now  in  personal  communication 
with  officers,  surveyors,  engineers,  rail- 
way managers,  and  the  owners  of  docks 
and  other  large  works  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  diminish  casual  labour, 
and  to  diminish  overtime,  and  to  see 
that  their  commercial  house  was  in 
order  so  that  the  amount  of  work, 
without  having  overtime,  might  be 
spread  over  the  largest  number  of  men 
possible.    And  what  was   the   Govern- 


ment doing  in  the  direction  of  adminis- 
tration and  in  the  direction  of  palliation  1 
He  did  not  want  to  have  too  much 
palliation  ia  connection  with  the  un- 
employed. He  did  not  believe  that  any 
single  administration  in  the  course  of 
three  or  four  years  was  going  to  solve 
the  unemployed  problem.  He  believed 
that  no  single  Act  of  Parliament,  except 
in  conjunction  with  other  economic  and 
social  forces,  could  do  the  good  that 
some  people  expected.  On  this  subject 
what  were  the  GJovernment  confronted 
with  ?  First,  they  were  confronted  wth 
the  Unemployed  Act,  and  it  was  not 
he  who  had  asked  the  House  to  pass 
it.  To  be  perfectly  frank,  he  did  not 
think  much  of  that  Act,  from  which 
he  had  never  expected  much.  When 
he  came  into  office  not  only  had  he  this 
Unemployed  Act,  but  he  had  not  the 
money  necessary  to  make  it  reasonably 
efficient.  The  Government  had  supple- 
mented it  with  a  grant  which  he  had 
done  his  best  to  apply  reasonably.  As 
to  any  other  legislative  proposal  or  any 
other  serious  administrative  change  he 
had  been  unable  to  carry  it  out  because 
the  Unemployed  Act,  plus  the  grant, 
was  accompanied  by  something  which 
had  tied  his  hands  many  times  and  in 
many  directions.  A  Royal  Commission 
was  appoiated  to  go  into  that  special 
subject  of  the  Poor  Law.  He  hoped 
that  their  Report  would  be  ready  in 
October  or  November.  Whether  or  not 
it  was  going  to  be  as  revolutionary  as 
had  been  indicated  in  some  quarters 
he  did  not  know ;  he  was  not  in  the 
Commission's  counsels  and  very  properly 
so ;  but  it  might  probably  do  as  much 
harm  in  some  directions  as  it  might 
attempt  to  do  good  in  others.  But 
whatever  it  might  do  he  was  not  going 
to  prejudge  it ;  he  should  duly  con- 
sider it  when  it  appeared.  But  beyond 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Poor  Law, 
this  Government  had  thought  it  right 
to  consider  the  question  of  coast  erosion 
and  afforestation,  from  which  much  had 
been  expected.  They  had  immediately 
appointed  a  Special  Committee  to  deal 
with  coast  erosion  and  afforestation, 
and  they  had  so  arranged  that  the 
Reports  on  coast  erosion  and  afforesta- 
tion should  be  concurrent  with  the 
production  of  the  Royal  Commission's 
Report  on  the  Poor  Law.     Beyond  that 
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the  Government,  by  dealing  with  the 
small  holdings  question,  housing,  legis- 
lation for  chilcben,  old-age  pensions, 
by  stimulating  the  building  trade,  and 
by  other  measures  had  done  their  best 
by  legislation,  by  cash  down,  and  by 
administration  to  discharge  their  duty 
towards  the  unemployed.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  House  was  so  satisfied 
with  their  administration  and  their 
conduct  that  it  would  pass  these  Esti- 
mates. He  believed  that  they  would 
do  so  mainly  because  they,  the  Depart- 
ment, had  administered  the  Unemployed 
Act  with  sympathy  and  reasonable 
moral  courage,  and  had  never  turned 
aside  any  good  work  that  would  benefit 
the  community  by  giving  it  an  \m- 
sympathetic  ear  or  an  unWnd  thought. 
Personally,  it  was  not  only  with  perfect 
confidence  that  he  asked  the  House  of 
Commons  to  endorse  their  action  with 
regard  to  motor  cars,  vaccination,  tuber- 
culosis and  many  other  matters  that 
had  been  discussed,  but  he  claimed 
his  salary  on  the  broad  ground  that 
he  had  earned  and  deserved  it,  and  that 
the  Government  as  a  whole  had  done 
their  duty  to  the  unemployed. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  he  could  not 
grudge  the  time  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Vote  had  very  properly 
occupied  that  afternoon,  and  a  longer 
time  might  have  been  occupied  in.  the 
dissection  of  some  of  the  remarks  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  had  just  sat  down. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  voted 
himself  his  own  salary  without  a  division, 
the  circumstances  being  such  that  the 
House  had  no  option  but  to  give  him 
his  salary  without  a  division,  for  the 
form  of  supply  before  them  to-day  was 
most  inconvenient  and  without  precedent. 
On  former  occasions  when  an  arrange- 
ment had  been  come  to  such  as  that  of 
to-day  the  step  was  taken  to  propose 
the  Vote  to  be  discussed  as  a  separate 
Vote  from  its  class,  and  then  the  Report 
being  separate  they  were  enabled  to 
take  it  in  the  ordinary  way.  To-day, 
of  course,  there  had  been  no  question 
before  the  House  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Dublin 
rose,  and  therefore  his  speech  had  the 
effect,  it  being  necessary  for  Mr.  Speaker 
to  put  a  Question  to  the  House,  of 
Mr.  John  Burns. 


allowing  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  vote  his  own  salary. 
No  division  was  then  possible.  The 
Home  Office  Vote  on  which  he  desired 
to  speak,  had  to  be  put  into  a  com- 
paratively short  period  that  night,  and 
the  effect  of  that,  he  was  afraid,  must 
be  that  those  who  had  general  con- 
fidence in  the  administration  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  must  cut  oiit  any 
praise  which  they  might  be  disposed 
to  give  him — and  he  should  be  disposed 
to  give  a  great  deal — in  order  to  save 
time  by  confining  themselves  only  to 
points  of  criticism.  If  they  did  that,  he 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  understand  that  the  criticism 
was  offered  to  save  time,  without  praise« 
The  Home  Office  Vote,  although,  it  had 
less  time  for  its  discussion,  was  more 
important  this  year  than  it  had  been 
for  a  long  time  past,  because  of  the  extra- 
ordinary consensus  of  opinion  among 
inspectors  in  all  parts  of  the  cx>iintry 
as  to  the  immense  increase  in  the  em- 
ployment of  young  girls  aud  children 
in  factory  work.  This  was  connected, 
he  believed,  with  an  illegality,  that  was 
to  say  with  the  admission  that  the 
employment  was  under  circumstances 
distinctly  not  contemplated  by  the 
present  law,  the  mere  enforcement  of 
which  would  put  an  end  to  many  of 
the  evils  of  which  the  inspectors  com- 
plained. The  House  was  aware  of  the 
extraordinary  difficulties  of  inspection 
which  were  caused  by  the  exceptional 
hours  in  certain  trades,  exceptional  hours 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  frequent 
debate  in  that  House.  The  exempted 
processes  had  often  been  the  subject 
of  attack  on  the  Home  Office  in  past 
years  by  the  Christian  Social  Union 
Committee,  and  by  many  others.  The 
exempted  processes,  such  as  fish  curings 
bottling  or  preserving  fruit,  and — ^also 
laundries — were  specimrens  of  the  danger 
which  that  House  incurred  when  it 
tried  to .  treat  individual  cases  by  ex- 
ceptional hours,  or  where  there  was  a 
total  absence  of  the  regulation  of  hours 
which  it  was  unable  to  treat.  Last  year 
he  had  made  a  strong  attempt  to  obtain 
for  the  House  the  Reports  on  the  fish- 
curing  industry  made  by  Health  Officers 
to  the  Scottish  Local  Government  Board. 
The  Home  Office  had  referred  him  to  the 
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Scottish  Office,  and  the  Scottbh  Office 
refused  to  give  them.     They  gave  the 
reason  that,  for  a  few  years  past,  had 
l)een  given  on  several  occasions,  but  to 
none  of  which  it  was  applicable,  that 
the  papers  were  so  bulky  it  would  be 
too  costly  to  print  them.     They  might 
of  course  have  been  placed  in  the  Library, 
but  they  had  failed  to  do  even  that. 
In  the  Report  laid  before  Parliament, 
Miss    Paterson,  one    of   the   inspectors, 
stated  that  she  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  perusing  these  Reports,  and  she  had 
called  marked  attention  to  them.  Might  he 
-complain  that  the  lateness  of  the  Home 
Office  Vote  was  due  partly  to  the  lateness 
of  the  issue  of  the  Report  ?     In  the  time 
of  the  late  Government  they  got    the 
Heport  at  the  end  of  May,  and  over  and 
over  again  they  had  the  Home  Office 
Vote  six  weeks  before  the  end  of  the 
tiesbion,  and  in  the  first  week  of  July. 
The  result  was  that  they  had  not  on  this 
occasion  had  an  opportunity  of  eliciting 
many  of  the  facts  which  earlier  issue  of 
the     Report  would  have  enabled  them 
to  ascertain.      Miss  Paterson  said  that 
she  had  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
these    Reports    as    to    the    fish-curing 
industry,    and    she   had    quoted    them. 
Last   year   he   had    asked    the   Under- 
Secretary   about    this    matter,    and   he 
had  replied  that  a  portion  of  the  Reports 
would  be  incorporated  in  a  special  Report. 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  chief  inspector 
had  given  up  his  well-deserved  holiday 
to  investigating  the  facts  of  this  industry, 
but  they  had  not  had  this  Report.     He 
liad  asked  for  it  the  other  day,  and  he 
was   told   that  it   was  incorporated   in 
the    inspector's    principal    Report.     In 
the  principal  Report  there  was  only  a 
series  of  proposals  with  regard  to  hours, 
leading   up   to    suggestions    for   further 
relaxation  of   the   law   in  Scotland.     It 
was    entirely    opposed    to    every    other 
Report  of  the  inspectors  in  every  other 
portion  of  the  Blue-book.     Miss  Paterson 
in    her    Report    pointed    out    the    lack 
of    water    supply,    defective    structural 
arrangements,    absence    of    scavenging, 
and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation, 
and    she   hoped    that    the     publication 
of    the    Scottish    Reports    would    lead 
to   some  improvement.     These   Reports 
had  never  been  placed  before  the  House. 
She  called  attention,  as  did  many  of  the 
other    inspectors,    to    the    impossibility 


of  enforcing  the  law  so  far  as  hours  went 
in  these  emergency  processes,  and  to  the 
extent  to  which  exemptions  were  fraudu- 
lently used,  not  for  the  purposes  stated 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  for  the 
purpo83  of  evading  regulation  of  hours 
altogether — in  the  fish  trade,  for  example, 
to  catch  a  particular  market,  and  in  the 
jam  trade  in  the  same  way.  Here  came 
in  the  first  of  these  numerous  allusions 
to  the  enormous  increase  this  year  in 
the  employment  of  young  girb  in  factory 
work,  and  in  work  of  the  heaviest  and 
most  straining  kind.  Miss  Paterson 
said — 

"  Girls  are  taking  to  this  work  at  an  earlier 
age  than  formerly.  The  young  girl  feels  the 
strain  of  long  spells.  .  .  The  irregularity  of  the 
hours  is  a  heavy  drawbaok,  as  well  as  the  low 
standard  of  housing  accommodation." 

Miss  Paterson's  Report  did  not  stand 
alone  in  this  respect.  At  Great  Yar- 
mouth the  inspector  pointed  out  that  the 
Home  Office  was  far  from  having 
secured  adherence  to  the  standard  which 
they  had  prescribed  by  order.  For 
instance,  he  found  one  day  working 
at  Yarmouth  1,079  women,  for  whom 
there  was  only  accommodation  of  twenty- 
four  conveniences,  which  was  far  below 
the  number  required  by  the  order.  At 
Lowestoft  there  were  129  women  on 
one  plot,  and  156  on  another,  with  only 
three  conveniences  in  each  case,  again 
far  below  the  standard  of  the  order. 
But  in  spite  of  these  facts  the  chief 
inspector's  words  only  appeared  to  point 
to  further  proposals  for  relaxation  of 
hours,  whereas  the  House  had  always 
viewed  with  the  greatest  jealousy  all 
these  exempted  processes  and  .  knew 
from  these  Reports  that  the  exemptions 
were  invariably  abused.  There  was  a 
Report  by  Miss  Vines,  dealing  with  the 
other  exempted  process  primarily,  but 
who  mentioned  both  together  in  words 
which  ought  to  have  the  attention  of 
the  House.  On  page  175  of  the  Report 
Miss  Vines,  showing  that  the  exemption 
was  again  fraudulently  misused,  said — 

"  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  that 
exemptions  should  involve  special  care  in  seeing 
that  the  Factory  Act  is  strictly  carried  out  in 
the  non-exempted  processes.  Special  legal 
licence  in  one  process  should  accompany  strict 
compliance  with  the  law  in  the  other  processes 
not  exempted  as  far  as  hours  go." 

Miss  Anderson,  Principal  Lady  Inspector, 
dealt  with   the   larger    question    in  her 
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Report,  and  pointed  out  on  page  147  the 
industrial  change   that   was  now  taking 
place    in    the    emplojmaent    of     young 
workers.    She  said  that  several  inspectors 
noted    the     increased    employment    of 
little   girls    in     factory    work     and   in 
attending  to  machinery,  and  that   four 
inspectors    pointed    out    the    need    for 
increased  watchfulness  over  the  health 
and  safety  of  young  girls   in   factories 
who  had  just  left  school,  not  half-timers, 
but  whole-timers,    under  fourteen  years 
of  age.     Miss  Squire    went    so    far  as 
to  say  that  she  had  inspected,  in  the 
year,  a  number  of  factories  which  looked 
like   schools,  filled   with   girls  in   short 
frocks    and    long    hair,    and    attention 
was  drawn  over  and  over  again  to  the 
marked  increase  of  the  employment  of 
young  girls,  notably  in  the  pen  trade, 
in    work    formerly    done    by    women. 
The  villages  round  Bradford  were  noted 
for  the  large  proportion  of  persons  under 
thirteen  who  were  now  employed.     In 
seven  mills  there    were  243    full-timers 
under    thirteen    years    old,    and    Miss 
Lovibond  stated  that  the  strain  of  work- 
ing in  weaving  was  very  great  on  children 
of  that  tender  age.    These  were  rather 
startling    facts,    because    this    kind    of 
child  slavery  in  the  case  of  boys  they 
thought  they  had   got  rid   of  a  great 
many  years  ago,  and  it  was  undoubtedly 
rapidly  increasing  in  the  case  of  girls 
in  factory  and   machinery   work.    The 
statement  from  Belfast  no  doubt  con- 
cerned   cases    where    prosecutions   were 
attempted   but   under  the   wrong   law. 
There  they  found  very  young  children 
now   worlang  after  ten   at   night.     On 
Good  Friday  three  children  of  twelve, 
nine,    and  seven   years   of  age    worked 
from  nine   o'clock  in  the   morning  till 
8.45  p.m.     In  that  case  the  magistrates 
decided   by  a  majority  that  the  place 
was  not  a  workshop,  and  was  exempted 
under  Section  114  of  the  Consolidated 
Factory  Act.     It  was  admitted  that  the 
employment  was  injurious  to  the  children, 
and  the  inspector  stated  that  there  was 
a    distinct     deterioration     in     physiqe 
caused  by  this  increase  of  young  employ- 
ment,  the  children  being  "  pressed  into 
service"  as  he  said.    There  was  another 
case   on  page   178  where    there   was  a 
prosecution  which  also  seemed  to  him 
to  have  been  taken  under  the   wrong 
statute.    Belfast   was   mentioned   again 
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there  by  another  inspector,  and  the 
heat  and  moisture  were  distinctly  stat^ 
to  be  worse  in  that  particular  set  of 
mills  than  was  the  case  even  in  Lan- 
cashire, and  these  were  full-timers, 
girls  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  The 
conditions  were  particularly  dangerou& 
for  children,  the  inspector  said,  and 
Miss  Martindale,  another  inspector,  con- 
tinued on  the  same  line.  She  pointed 
out  that  the  effect  of  working  ten  hours 
a  day  on  a  child  twelve  years  of  age, 
underfed  and  unsuitably  clothed,  was 
most  serious.  She  pointed  out  how  she 
had  come  across  cases  of  children  being 
worked  who  were  **  quite  unfit"  for  the 
work.  She  explained  that  in  some  of  these 
cases  the  children  had  passed  the  cer- 
tifying surgeon,  but  they  were  unfit  for 
thcT  work,  in  one  case  suffering  from 
ophthalmia  and  in  another  from  mill 
fever,  and  several  of  the  family  had 
died.  All  these  children,  she  said,  had 
been  certified.  One  certifying  surgeon 
complained  to  her  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  say  at  the  time  of  the  first 
employment  that  the  child  was  unfit 
for  work,  but  he  referred  certain  doubt- 
ful cases  to  the  inspector.  Then  there 
was  suspension  for  re-examination  under 
Section  67  of  the  Factory  Act.  Then 
came  a  case  where  the  details  were  per- 
fectly frightful — a  child  of  thirteen  so 
ill-developed  as  to  be  an  average  child 
of  nine  and  quite  unfit.  There  were 
most  distressing  details,  and  in  this 
case  it  was  specifically  alleged  that  the 
child  was  working  as  a  eager,  and  having 
to  lift  very  heavy  weights,  and  the 
results  were  pointed  out  in  Miss  Martin- 
dale's  terrible  words.  Then  Miss  Squire 
had  similar  cases  of  the  increased  em- 
ployment of  young  girls  in  machinery 
processes.  In  Leeds,  little  girls  aged 
thirteen  were,  she  reported,  employed 
in  the  ironing  work,  which  those  who 
were  familiar  with  the  Pimlico  factory 
knew  was  very  heavy  work,  in  a  high 
temperature  and  where  the  weights 
which  would  have  to  be  lifted  with  an 
effort  would  cause  a  strain  to  which 
\  girls  of  that  age  certainly  ought  not  to 
be  exposed.  The  certifying  surgeon 
agreed  with  the  inspector  as  to  the 
unsuitability  of  the  employment  for 
small  and  undersized  girls,  spoke  of 
spinal  curvatiure,  and  declared  it  to  be 
an  employment  for  which  children  were 
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quite  unfit.  Mis3 .  Squire  went  on  to 
say — 

'*  Unfortunately  the  work  to  which  girls  are 
put  is  frequently  not  disclosed  to  the  certifying 
surgeon,  and  the  certificate  is  not  given  with 
any  reference  whatever  to  the  class  of  employ- 
ment in  which  the  little  girls  should  be  employed. 
My  colleagues  and  I  have  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  certifying  siurgeon  to  individual  cases  of 
girls  who  are  unfit  for  the  work,  and  prooesses 
which  seem  harmful." 

There  was  a  law  recently  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  employment  of 
this  kind,  but  that  law  was  not  enforced, 
and  so  far  as  he  was  aware  no  prosecu- 
tions had  been  taken  under  it.  The 
Ehnployment  of  Children  Act,  1903,  con- 
tained a  general  section  called  *' General 
Restrictions,"  and  there  were  two  sub- 
sections which  had  been  put  in  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  cases  of  this  kind. 
In  two  or  three  of  the  most  frightful  of 
these  instances  the  lifting  of  weights 
was  one  of  the  matters  dealt  with.  Sub- 
section 4  of  Section  3,  which  was  the 
general  clause,  had  these  words — 

"  A  child  shall  not  be  employed  to  lift,  carry, 
or  move  anything  likely  to  cause  injury  to  the 
child." 

Subsection  5  used  these  words — 

"  A  child  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  occupa- 
tion likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  or 
safety  of  the  child." 

Why  were  prosecutions  not  taken  under 
that  law  ?  Why  was  that  clause  a  dead 
letter  ?  When  the  employment  of  chil- 
dren under  fourteen  was  increasing  so 
rapidly,  prosecutions  ought  to  be  taken 
in  all  cases  where  there  was  a  reasonable 
chance  of  success.  A  very  closely  con- 
nected subject  was  that  of  infant  mor- 
tality in  certain  trades,  such  as  that  of 
potting,  in  which  a  large  number  of 
mothers  were  employed  and  where  the 
rate  of  infant  mortality  was  very  high. 
Miss  Vines,  on  page  187  of  the  Report 
dealt  with  that  question.  Last  year  the 
Report  gave  an  enormously  high  infant 
mortality  for  the  Potteries  as  a  whole. 
The  medical  officers,  in  their  Reports  for 
last  year,  said  the  rate  of  infant  mortality 
for  England  was  the  lowest  ever  re- 
corded, and  the  Potteries  showed  a  fair 
proportion  of  that  decline.  The  decrease 
was  wholly  due  to  summer  diarrhoea. 
Miss  Vine's  Report  on  page  187  dealt  with 
that  subject.  After  pointing  out  that  it 
was  a  very  good  year  as  far  as  infant 


mortality  was  concerned,  she  said  that 
nevertheless  at  Longton  she  investigated 
certain  cases  which  seemed  to  account 
for  the  extraordinary  high  rate  of  mor- 
tality in  the  Potteries.  She  gave  some 
frightful  cases  of  the  illegal  employ- 
ment of  women  and  girls  and  chil- 
dren on  Sundays  for  long  hours. 
At  Longton  a  girl  of  fourteen  was  em- 
ployed in  transferring  on  a  Sunday. 
A  woman  was  told  to  come  to  work  on 
the  same  Sunday,  and  because  she 
excused  herself  on  the  ground  that  her 
baby  was  ill  she  was  dismissed  without 
notice.  There  were  other  cases  of  that 
kind.  He  had  this  year  been  able  ta 
obtain  the  Reports  of  medical  officers 
of  health  for  each  of  these  localities  where 
the  mortality  among  working  mothers 
was  exceptionally  high.  Miss  Vine'a 
Report  dealt  with  Longton,  where  the 
death-rate  the  year  before  wasr  the 
highest  in  the  coimtry.  The  medical 
officer  of  Longton,  in  his  Report  this  year, 
said  the  rate  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  borough,  and  he  went 
on  to  say  that — 

**  Although  this  is  very  pleasant,  I  must  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  infantile  mortality 
all  over  England  was  exceptionally  low  in  1907."' 

He  further  pointed  out  that  the  decrease 
was  wholly  due  to  summer  diarrhoea,, 
because  there  had  only  been  twenty- 
three  deaths  in  Longton  from  that 
cause,  whereas  the  year  before  the  num- 
ber was  120.  The  figures  given  by  the 
medical  officer  for  Longton  were  very 
interesting,  because  he  fo  lowed  eachcas3 
and  showed  the  infant  death-rate  in 
the  cases  of  employed  mothers.  It  was- 
a  very  terrible  table  which  showed  that 
in  Longton  of  the  cases  examined  281 
mothers  were  employed  in  the  potting 
industry  and  twenty  -  sevea  "  other- 
wise." Through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Staffordshire  authorities  he  had  seen 
the  forthcoming  report  of  Dr.  Reid^ 
the  medical  officer  for  the  county ,5,0a 
infant  mortality  in  the  potting  towns^ 
He  told  them  this  terribly  sad  fact,  that 
"in  Longton  .  .  .  among  infants  arti* 
ficially  fed  the  mortality  is  increased 
four  and  a  half  times."  Although 
there  was  not  a  very  large  proportion 
of  mothers  employed  in  the  potting 
trade  the  mortality  among  their  infant* 
who  were  brought  up  by  hand  in^the 
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absence  of  the  mothers  was  so  fright- 
fully high  that  it  accounted  for  the  pre- 
eminence cf  the  potting  towns,  taken 
as  a  group,  in  infant  mortality.  He 
would  not  go  through  all  the  figures  he 
had  regarding  other  towns.  In  Tunstall, 
in  spite  of  the  decline  in  diarrhoea, 
there,  as  everywhere,  the  mortality 
was  still  frightfully  high— a  rate  of  188, 
and  the  medical  officer  in  reporting  this 
''excessively  high"  rate  said  the  cause 
was  the  "baneful  factory  employment  of 
married  women."  In  Fenton,  although 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  were  sixteen  as 
against  forty-two  in  previous  years,  yet 
the  rate  had  actually  risen  this  year  to 
164,  including  sixty-two  deaths  from 
atrophy.  The  medical  officer  advised 
legislation  against  employment  of 
mothers  in  potting,  but  of  course  it 
was  outside  that  debate  to  discuss  that. 
A  larger  number  of  mothers  were 
employed  in  dusty  processes  and 
were  exposed  to  fibroid  tuberculosis. 
The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  who  had  given 
60  much  attention  to  the  dusty  pro- 
cesses, knew  what  the  probable  effect 
of  dusty  employment  was  upon  the 
mothers.  Dr.  Oliver,  who  was  sup- 
ported by  scientific  evidence  from  other 
countries,!  said — 

"  Where  both  parents  were  working  in  lead 
tho  children,  if  bom  alive,  died  shortly  after 
birth,  as  it  had  a  peculiarly  baneful  influence 
in  causing  still- birth,  short  life  or  imbecility." 

A  comparison  between  the  potting  wards 
and  the  non-potting  wards  of  the  urban 
andVural  districts  which  were  aroimd  the 
pottir.g  boroughs  proved  that  to  be  the 
case.  In  the  potting  ward  of  Fenton, 
although  part  of  Fenton  was  rural,  "  nearly 
one-fifth  of  the  total  number  of  children 
bom  had  died  before  one  year."  Hanley 
figures  were  rather  better  this  year.  The 
Stoke  medical  officer  said  although  it  was 
below.the  local  average  it  was  still  "very 
imsatisfactory  when  compared  with  even 
the  rate  for  the  seventy-six  large  towns." 
In  the  Wolstanton  potting  ward  the  same 
thing  was  to  be  found,  a  rate  of  172,  and 
andjthe  medical  officer  said — 

"^This  high  infant  mortality  was  no  doubt 
due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  greater  number  of 
women  who  are  working." 

The'^pressure  which  was  constantly  being 
exercised  on  the  Home  Office  in  regard  to 
the  use  of  lead  was  now  more  willingly 
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received  than  it  was  •a  few  years  ago. 
He  had  cause  to  complain  of  a  speech  by 
Mr.  Cunynghame  of  the  Home  Office 
some  time  ago,  but  he  made  a  speech  at 
Hanley  last  autumn,  on  November  22nd, 
to  wMch  he  could  take  no  possible  ex- 
ception, and  it  was  what  everyone  would 
wish  him  to  say.  Mr.  Cunynghame  said, 
on  that  occasion — 

''  The  Home  Office  believed  the  ubo  of  lead 
must  always  be  a  source  of  danger." 


,  and  he  recommended  continued  scientific 
I  research  on  the  subject.    Last  year  there 
was  an  increase  of  fatal  cases  and  there 
I  had  beei;  an  increase  of  cases  in  the  last 
half-year.    They  had  not  got  back  to  the 
.  same  condition  they  were  in  when  his 
I  friends    started    the    agitation    in    the 
:  time    of    the     right    hoA.     Gentleman 
opposite   who    did     so    much    to    try 
and    meet    their  views,   but  the   cases 
'  were  rising  enormously  fast  again.     He 
knew  this  must  give  some  anxiety  to  the 
I  Home   Office.    In   the  first  half  of   the 
1  present  year  the  cases  were  seventy  of 
,  lead  poisoning  in  the  potting  trade  as 
against  thirty-eight  in  the  corresponding 
I  six  months  last  year  and  although  the 
deaths  were  fewer,  in  the  last  month  or 
'  two  they  had  been  rising  again  very  fast. 
Last  year  he  complained  of  some  retro- 
I  gression  on  the  part  of  the  (Government 
Departments  in  regard  to  the  example 
'  they  set  in  the  use  of  leadless  glaze,  and 
I  he  was  glad  this  year  there  were  some 
signs  of  improvement.    In  the  last  large 
contract    placed    by    the    Postmaster- 
Greneral     for    insulators    there    was    a 
large  proportion  of  leadless  gla^,   and 
there  were  some  signs  of  a  fresh  attempt 
to  induce  the  great  offices  outside  the 
ordinary  ken  of  the  Office  of  Works  and 
the  Home  Office  to  come  into  the  general 
scheme.    He  believed  it  was  the   case 
that    a    conference    was    agreed   to   in 
principle  at  which  the  War  Office,  the 
Admiralty,  and  other  Departments  should 
be  represented  and  that  that  conference 
only  wanted  the   formal  assent  of  the 
Secretary  for  War  and  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  which  no  doubt  would  be 
immediately    given.     They    were    some- 
times   taimted    with    having    '*  leadless 
glaze  "  not  up  to  the  official  standard.  Last 
week  there  was  laid  before  the  House 
the  Official  Report  of  Dr.  Thorpe,  the 
Government  analyst,  and  he  was  glad  to 
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find  from  that  Report  that  it  was  clear 
that  all  of  the  1  per  cent,  or  2  per  cent, 
standards  which  he  investigated  were  all 
right  and  came  within  the  margin,  and 
were  all  they  professed  to  be.  But  when 
they  came  to  the  five  per  cent,  standard, 
there  he  found  a  great  excess,  and  it  was 
quite  clear  the  old  5  per  cent,  standard 
was  of  very  little  use.  The  only  other 
subject  he  wbhed  to  mention  was  that 
labour  legislation  was  falling  into  arrear. 
There  was  a  hope  that  the  subject  of 
truck  might  have  been  dealt  with,  and 
also  that  the  larger  question  of  general 
insurance  for  workman's  '^compensation 
would  have  been  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry  which  was  promised  two  yearj 
ago.  He  would  say  nothing  on  the 
second  subject,  because  an  answer  had 
already  been  given.  In  regard  to  truck 
he  might  say  that  the  appointment  of 
the  Committee  was  the  result  of  a  Motion 
carried  on  the  first  private  Members' 
day  of  this  Parliament.  No  doubt  the 
subject  was  very  difficult,  but  the  Report 
was  definitely  promised  for  Easter. 
It  was  now  put  off  till  **  November,"  and 
they  saw  the  chance  of  legislation  receding 
every  day.  The  Annual  Report  was 
full  of  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  dealing 
once  more  with  this  difficult  subject, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  well  to  recognise 
fully  the  desire  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  initiate  legislation  as  the  result  of 
the  inquiries — inquiries  themselves  in 
arrear — and  he  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  pleased  if  the  House 
would  help  him  forward  in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  said  he  wanted  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  a 
matter  in  connection  with  the  brass - 
founding  industry  which  was  of  pressing 
importance  to  every  district  in  which 
that  important  industry  existed.  He 
woujid  state  the  facts  as  shortly  as  pos- 
sible. In  June  of  last  year  there  were  draft 
regulations  issued  affecting  the  factories 
where  brass-casting  was  carried  on. 
There  were  numerous  objection^  raised 
to  some  of  those  recommendations  by 
trade  associations  and  chambers  of 
commerce,  with  the  result  that  the  Home 
Secretary  ordered  a  public  inquiry  to 
be  held.  The  inquiry  was  held  in  Bir- 
mingham, Glasgow,  and  other  places. 
It  lasted  six  days.     Expert  and  general 


evidence  was  given  against  certain  details 
of  the  regulations.    The  manufacturers^ 
while  making  objections,  showed  them- 
selves most  conciliatory  and  in  agree- 
ment with  the  principle  that  the  condi- 
tions of  the  workers  should  be  made 
as  favourable  as  possible.     The  expenses 
of  the  inquiry  were  heavy  for  providing 
evidence,  counsel,  and  so  forth,  amounting 
in  Birmingham  alone  to  several  hundreds^ 
of  pounds.     The  Home  Office  then  made 
a  very  wise  suggestion  in  order  to  cut 
the    inq\iiry    short    and    save    expense  • 
Seeing  that   the    Home  Office  and  the 
manufacturers    were    not  widely  apart 
in    their  views,  it  was  suggested   that 
a   conference   should   be   held  in  order 
to    come    to    some    satisfactory  agree- 
ment.   It   was    agreed    by   the    repre- 
sentatives    of      all     parties     concerned 
— including  Mr.  W.  J.  Davis,  the  repre- 
sentative   of    the    National    Society    of 
Brassworkers  and  Metal  Mechanics,  an 
able  man  who,  while  keeping  a  jealou* 
watch  over  the  interests  of  the  workers,, 
was  always  ready  to  consider  the  reason- 
able requirements  of  the  manufacturers 
— ^that  certain   modifications  should  be 
made   in   the   regulations.     Though   the 
manufacturers   were   not   satisfied   with 
the*  concessions  they  received,  they  were 
prepared  to  accept  them  as  a  settlement 
of  the  matter.    It  was  agreed  to  submit 
these  modifications  to  the  Commissioner. 
Seeing   that   a   general   agreement   was 
arrived   at  by  the  conference  and  othenv 
concerned,  the  manufacturers  naturally 
expected  that  the  modifications  agreed 
to  by  the  parties  would  be  embodied  in 
the  revised  regulations.     Evidently  there 
had    been    a    misunderstanding    at    the 
Home  Office  such  as  might  easily  happen 
in  connection  with  a  large  Department 
like  that,  and  he  hoped  the  Home  Secre- 
tary would  be  able  to  correct  it.  i;,The 
Commissioner's    Report    to    the   Home 
Secretary  was  dated   2l8t  March,  this 
year.     The   recommendations   made   by 
the    Commissioner    were    contained    in 
the  appendix  to  the  Report,     In  those 
recommendations    one    important    con- 
cession   arrived    at    by   the    conference 
was  granted,  but   there  were  other  two 
equally   important    which,    though    also 
agreed  to  at  the  conference,  were  rejected. 
•Hiat  Report,  though  dated  21st  March, 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  published 
until  26th  June.     It  was  noticed  in  the 
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Press  on  27tb  June.  As  soon  as  they 
«aw  it,  the  manufacturers  met  and  made 
•communications  to  the  Home  Office  urging 
the  Home  Secretary,  notwithstanding  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commissioner,  to 
accept  the  modifications  which  his  own 
advisers  recommended  at  the  conference 
— advisers  who  had  more  knowledge  of 
the  trade,  and  of  the  subject  generally, 
than  any  Commissioner  who  was  a  lawyer 
could  have.  Shortly  after  that  communi- 
<^tion  was  made  to  the  Home  Office  it 
was  discovered  that  the  regulations  were 
actually  signed  on  20th  June — six  days 
before  they  were  published,  and  seven 
-days  before  those  interested  in  them 
could  obtain  a  copy.  It  appeared  that  no 
notification  to  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce was  given  until  Friday,  the  24th 
inst.,  and  further  that  up  till  now  there 
had  been  no  public  notification  that  the 
regulations  had  been  agreed  on  and 
Jbigned.  With  the  exception  of  one  point 
conceded,  these  regulations  were  word  for 
word  taken  from  the  regulations  con- 
tained in  the  appendix  to  the  Com- 
missioner's Report.  The  manufacturers 
naturally  felt  that  they  had  been  some- 
what unfairly  treated,  especially  after  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  shown  their 
willingness  to  help  the  Home  Office  in 
-every  way,  and  after  the  unanimous 
decision  which  had  been  arrived  at  at  the 
conference.  He  was  far  from  blaming 
the  Home  Secretary  in  the  matter.  He 
thought  it  would  be  found  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  signed  the  regula- 
tions he  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  recommendations  arrived  at  unani- 
mously at  the  conference  were  included  in 
the  final  draft  of  the  regulations.  But 
he  did  very  much  blame  the  Commis- 
sioner for  acting  in  such  an  arbitrary 
manner,  and  taking  no  notice  of  two  of 
the  most  important  recommendations  of 
the  conference.  He  supposed  that  the 
Commissioner  was  not  inclined  to  be  over- 
ridden in  regard  to  the  recommendations 
he  had  himself  made.  Under  the  Act  of 
1901  the  regulations  had  to  be  placed  on 
the  Table  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
for  forty  days.  Ho  had  referred  to  the 
list,  and  it  appeared  that  they  were  laid 
on  the  Table  on  June  29th — three  days 
after  the  Report  was  published,  so  that 
there  were  thirty  of  the  forty  days  gone. 
As  the  Session  was  practically  ended, 
there  would  be  no  time  or  opportunity  for 
raising  a  discussion  in  Parliament,  al- 
though the  object  of  laying  regulations 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings. 


on  the  Table  was  that  there  should  be  la 
opportunity  for  discussion.  He  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary that,  seeing  there  had  been  a  mis- 
understanding or  error — ^he  was  casting 
no  reflection  on  anybody — he  should 
withdraw  the  regulations  and  re-lay  them 
on  the  Table  at  some  time  after  he  had 
considered  whether  or  not  they  should  he 
corrected  in  accordance  with  the  unani- 
mous recommendations  of  his  own  conf«-- 
ence.  Another  reason  why  this  should  be 
done  was  that  the  draft  regulations  were 
originally  issued  after  an  interview  with 
the  representatives  of  trade  unions,  and 
that  the  manufacturers  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  views.  It  wai 
afterwards  found  that  there  was  one  im- 
portant point  in  the  regulations  which 
was  absolutely  impracticable.  With  re- 
gard to  one  section  of  the  trade,  if  that 
regulation  had  been  enforced  it  would 
have  been  disastrous,  for  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  make  good  castings  at 
all.  If  the  regulations  as  they  now  stood 
were  carried  out,  they  would  involve 
thousands  of  pounds  to  the  manu- 
facturers, but  it  the  concessions  which 
were  recommended  to  be  made  were 
adopted,  the  expenditure  would  be  con- 
siderably lessened.  Looking  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter,  he  hoped  the 
Home  Secretary  would  be  able  to  give 
some  assurance  upon  it.  The  brass- 
founding  trade  in  Birmingham  was  in  a 
deplorable  state.  There  was  hardly  a 
manufacturer  who  was  making  any  money 
in  that  vast  industry,  which  employed 
thousands  of  people.  A  large  number 
in  the  trade  were  considerable  losersw 
He  trusted  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  give  the  assurance  that  those 
modifications  which  had  been  recom- 
mended, not  only  by  his  own  advisers 
but  by  the  representatives  of  all  sections 
of  the  trade,  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  gill  (Bolton)  said  that  no  one 
could  read  the  Report  of  the  Factory 
ar.d  Workshops'  Inspectors  without  being 
struck  with  the  magnitude  of  our  in- 
dustrial position.  It  appeared  to  him 
and  to  those  with  whom  he  acted,  that 
it  was  a  pity  they  could  not  have  had 
this  Report  issued  much  earlier  in  the 
year ;  because  there  had  been  too  little 
time  since  its  issue  to  study  it  carefully. 
There  were  no  fewer  than  257,193 
factories  and  workshops  in  the  country. 
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and  these  were  increasing  every  year. 
Last  year  the  number  added  was  no 
less  than  2,000.  To  cope  with  this 
large  number,  there  were  only  165 
inspectors  of  all  classes ;  and  no  one 
could  say  that  that  number  could  deal 
adequately  with  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion. He  was,  however,  glad  to  know 
that  the  Home  Secretary  was  now 
increasing  the  number  to  something  like 
200,  and  he  ventured  to  express  the 
hope  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
new  inspectors  would  be  practical  men 
who  had  a  knowledge  of  machinery. 
In  the  cotton  trade  they  had  had  to 
complain  of  a  mean  practice  which  was 
known  as  "time  cribbing," — a  practice 
which,  so  far  as  he  knew,  did  no^  prevail 
in  other  trades.  That  practice  con- 
sisted of  taking  a  few  minutes  of  the 
operatives'  time  at  different  meal  hours. 
Complaints  of  this  had  been  made  for 
several  years,  and  he  thought  that  at 
last  they  had  found  a  Home  Secretary 
who  was  sympathetic  to  the  workers, 
and  was  trying  to  do  something  to  stop 
this  particular  grievance.  During  the 
past  year  the  inspectors  had  been  more 
active  than  previously.  He  found  that 
B86  cases  were  reported  in  1906,  and 
penalties  inflicted  to  the  amount  of 
£1,149,  while  last  year  1,062  cases  were 
reported,  and  in  every  one  a  conviction 
followed,  with  penalties  amounting  to 
£1,741.  There  had  been  difficulty  in 
getting  the  magistrates  to  inflict  penalties 
formerly,  but  that  practice  had  been 
stopped,  owing  to  the  special  efforts 
of  the  Home  Secretary.  The  assistant 
inspectors  had  helped  in  obtaining  con- 
victions ;  and  he  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  suggestion  which 
had  been  made  to  him  of  employing 
the  police  in  regard  to  violations  of  the 
Factory  Act  had  been  carried  out,  and 
with  what  success  ?  The  practice  of 
**time  cribbing"  was  still  going  on, 
and  it  was  more  active  in  some  districts 
than  in  others,  and  he  thought  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  have 
the  practice  still  further  reduced.  The 
number  of  accidents  was  increasing 
enormously.  The  total  number  of  acci- 
dents in  factories  and  workshops  had 
increased  from  111,904  in  1906  to  124,325 
in  1907.  That  was  at  the  rate  of  400 
accidents  for  every  working  day  of  the 
year.     Out  of  that  number  1,179    were 


fatal ;  which  simply  meant  that  on 
every  working  day  in  the  year  four 
persons  were  Mled  while  following  their 
occupation.  In  regard  to  card  rooms 
in  the  cotton  mills,  a  deputation  had 
waited  upon  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
and  had  shown  him  certain  models 
which,  if  adopted,  would  certainly  reduce 
the  number  of  accidents  very  much. 
Mr.  Crabtree,  inspector  for  the  Old- 
ham District,  had  favourably  reported 
on  the  models  for  improved  fencing 
in  the  card  rooms,  and  he  thought 
there  was  no  excuse  whatever  for  the 
Home  Secretary's  not  insisting  that  this 
improved  fencing  should  be  put  in 
operation,  seeing  that  the  appliances 
could  be  adopted  without  great  cost. 
There  had  also  been  improvements 
in  the  spinning  department,  but  there 
was  room  for  still  further  improvements 
in  the  fencing  there,  as  the  number  of 
accidents  had  increased  during  the  past 
year.  It  had  been  said  that  there  was 
now  a  Compensation  Act  in  operation, 
but  no  amount  of  compensation  was 
adequate  for  the  loss  of  a  limb.  With 
regard  to  the  ventilation  in  card -rooms, 
much  remained  to  be  done.  The  de- 
putation had  also  submitted  to  the 
Home  Secretary  models  for  improving  the 
ventilation.  Lancashire  operatives  took 
care  that  they  did  not  complain  of  what 
was  going  on  in  cotton  mills  unless  they 
had  some  justification,  and  they  also 
tried  to  find  means  for  overcoming  the 
difficulties  by  submitting  models  of 
improved  apparatus.  Mr.  Crabtree,  the 
inspector,  referred  in  his  Report  to  the 
exceedingly  dirty  condition  of  some  of 
the  card-rooms,  and  said  that  the  only 
ventilation  was  by  open  windows,  which 
only  blew  the  dust  more  effectually  on  the 
workers.  There  was  great  improvement 
in  the  ventilation  in  some  of  the  new 
mills.  Anyone  acquainted  with  the 
cotton  trade  knew  that  raw  cotton  was 
much  charged  with  dust ;  and  that  dust 
had  to  be  cleared  before  the  cotton  was 
spun  into  yam.  He  gave  credit  to  many 
of  the  employers  for  what  they  had  done 
to  improve  the  ventilation.  Fans  were 
in  use  for  drawing  out  the  dust  and  letting 
in  the  fresh  air,  but  the  appliances  were 
still  far  from  perfect.  He  believed  that 
these  could  be  improved  at  little  cost, 
and  the  operatives  were  entitled  to  ask 
that  something  should  be  done  in  this 
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respect.  Chest  diseases  were  very 
numerous  in  the  carding-rooms,  caused 
by  the  dust.  He  had  a  Report  issued 
by  the  Amalgamated  Association  of 
Card  and  Blowing  Room  Operatives, 
containing  fifty  medical  certificates  re- 
lating to  the  illness  of  workers  in  the 
card-rooms  caused  by  the  dust.  He 
would  read  one  or  two  in  proof  of  the 
case  he  was  making. 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  J.  C,  aged  thirty-two 
year8,8uffers  from  bronchitis,  and  that  the  nature 
of  his  occupation  in  blowing-room  of  a  cotton 
mill  is  conducive  to  the  development  of  this 
complaint,  owing  to  dust  produced  in  the  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture." 

That  was  signed  by  H.  Ashton,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Chadderton.  Another 
certificate  stated  that — 

"  J.J.B.,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  suffers 
from  chronic  bonchitis  and  emehysema  of  some 
years*  duration,  after  nineteen-  years'  work  in 
the  card-room  of  a  cotton  mill,  and  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  disease  is  due  largely  to  the  dust 
amongst  which  he  has  worked." 

The  great  bulk  of  these  fifty  certificates 
were  of  the  same  character.  Seeing 
that  there  was  so  much  suffering  at  an 
early  age  on  the  part  of  those  engaged 
in  this  occupation,  he  asked  the  Home 
Secretary  to  push  this  matter  forward 
and  compel  the  employers  to  adopt  the 
very  best  system  of  dust  removal  and 
ventilation.  A  deputation  had  also 
brought  before  the  Home  Secretary  the 
conditions  of  employnient  in  bleaching 
and  dye  works.  The  Act  of  Parliament 
of  1901  provided  that  women  could  work 
for  five  hours  without  an  interval  for 
meals  ;  but  that  was  only  intended  to 
be  put  in  operation  in  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances. Latterly  some  of  the  firms 
had  been  trying  to  make  the  rule  per- 
manent. Women  had  to  leave  home 
at  six  o'clock  in  order  to  begin  work  at 
seven  in  the  bleaching  and  dyeing  works. 
They  got  nothing  to  eat  until  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon,  and  then  had  to  resume 
work  at  one  o'clock,  and  continue  at  it 
until  six,  probably  not  reaching  home 
till  after  seven  o'clock.  That  was  too 
long  for  women  and  young  persons  to  be 
without  a  meal,  especially  in  such 
employment  as  they  were  engaged  in 
in  bleaching  and  dye  works.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  promised  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  he  wanted 
to  know  the  result.  He  was  glad  that 
Mr,  Gill, 


a  Humidity  Commission  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  the  weavers  were  hoping 
for  an  improvement  in  that  respect. 
He  desired  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  the  sympathy  he  had  shown 
to  the  textile  trades.  They  had  pegged 
away  at  these  questions  for  a  long  time, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  continue  to  show  his  sym- 
pathy and  do  his  best  to  remove  these 
grievances. 

Mr.    ATHERLEY-JONES    (Durham, 
N.W.)  said  that  that  was  the  first  time, 
during  the  twenty-two  years  he  had  been 
a  Member  of  the  House,  that   he   liad 
known  the   Home   Office   Vote    occupy 
the  position  of  second  Order  of  the  day, 
and  be  given  only  a  fragment  of  the  even- 
ing for  its  discussion.     The  Home  Office 
dealt  with  the  administration  of  justice, 
of  the  police  of  the  kingdom  and  notably 
of  the  Metropolis  ;    with  the  administra- 
tion of  factories,  mines  and  workshops, 
and  a  variety  of  other  matters,  and  that 
was  the  first  time  during  the     session 
that  they  had  had  an  opportunity'  to 
criticise  the  work  of  that  Department, 
to     submit    suggestions    to     the    right 
hon.  Gentleman  or  to  interrogate   him 
as   to  the  work  done  by  the    various 
subordinate  bodies  which  he  controlled  or 
had  created.    They  were  now  at  the  fi^ 
end    of    the    session.     It    was    a    most 
deplorable  thing,  it  was  imprecedented, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  never  happen 
again.      He    wished    to    refer    to    the 
question     of     the     Police     Commission. 
They  had  taken  a  long  time  over  their 
Report,  but  they  had  shown  most  remark- 
able   slcill    in   investigating   the    details 
of   a   number   of   undoubtedly   difficult 
matters  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion   of    the    police    force.     With    one 
result    of    that    Comnussion     everyone 
was  gratified,  although  it  was  a  matter 
that  was  known  without  the  intervention 
of  the  Commission.     The  moral,  physical, 
and  intellectual  character  of  the  police 
force  as  a  body  was  worthy  of  Metro- 
politan public  confidence,  and  compared 
favourably  with  that  of  any  police  force  in 
the  country.  But  although  that  was  true, 
the   Report  gave  cause  for  grave  dis- 
quietude.    It  presented  a  state  of  things 
of  which  the  public  at  large  was  wholly 
unaware,  and  for  which  a  considerable 
measure    of   responsibility   attached   to 
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the  Home  Offioe  for  its  lack  of  adminis- 
trative control  over  the  Metropolitan 
police  force.  The  Commission  f owid  th  at, 
of  eighteen  cases  which  they  investigated, 
some  trifling  and  some  grave,  seven  were 
substantiated,  a  rather  large  proportion. 
In  one  out  of  the  remaining  eleven  cases, 
a  serious  matter,  the  bribery  of  the 
police  by  bookmakers,  no  acquittal 
was  given  to  the  officer  concerned  other 
than  that  the  Commission  found  the  case 
not  proved — a  very  significant  finding. 
In  two  others  of  the  remainder,  the 
censure  applied  to  the  superior  officers 
as  well  as  the  officer  concerned.  During 
a  period  of  ten  years  there  were  in  the 
aggregate  nearly  1,000  cases  of  mis- 
conduct, under  three  heads,  charged 
against  the  police.  There  were  548  cases 
of  complaint  of  improper  relations  be- 
tween the  police  and  bookmakers.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  only  twenty 
of  those  cases  which  were  complaints 
by  private  persons,  were  estabhshed, 
but  concurrently  with  that,  there 
were  twelve  complaints  by  superior 
officers  which  were  all  substantiated. 
There  were  ninety-two  cases  of 
improper  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  pohce  in  regard  to  prostitutes 
and  brothels,  of  wMch  some,  they  were 
not  told  how  many,  were  substantiated, 
whilst  there  were  thirteen  complaints 
by  superior  officers  which  were  all  sub- 
stantiated. There  were  215  cases  of 
improper  relations  with  publicans,  of 
which  some  were  substantiated,  and 
nineteen  complaints  by  superior  officers 
which  were  all  substantiated.  He  did 
not  wish  to  exaggerate  the  effect  of  these 
figures  on  his  mind,  but  although  these 
complaints  extended  over  a  period  of 
ten  years  they  were  sufficiently  numerous 
to  show  that  a  higher  standard  should 
be  if  possible  created  in  the  Metropolitan 
police.  The  Commissioners'  Report 
said — 

"  The  Force  cannot,  as  a  whole,  be  absolved 
from  the  charge  of  receiving  money  from  book, 
makers." 

If  those  words  meant  anything  they 
meant  that  the  practice  of  bribery  of 
the  police  by  the  bookmakers  largely 
prevailed  in  the  Force.  In  a  body  of 
10,000  men  it  was  of  course  impossible 
to  secure  immunity  from  improper  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  a  constable,  and  on 
the  whole  they  were  satisfied  that  the 
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police  were  well  conducted,  but  these 
were  matters  that  could  not  be  lightly 
passed  over.  The  Home  Office  was  the 
Watch  Committee  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  and  how  did  it  do  its  duty?  He 
found  from  the  evidence  given  by  the 
head  permanent  official  of  the  Home 
Office  that  the  usual  course  when  com- 
plaints came  in  from  the  public  was  to 
hand  them  over  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Police.  That  was  to  say 
that  the  Home  Office,  whose  duty  was 
to  protect  and  vindicate  the  public, 
abrogated  its  duty  and  handed  it  over 
to  one  it  was  supposed  to  supervise, 
and  the  entire  investigation  was  left 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner.  He  was 
glad  to  say  that  that  was  a  system  that 
did  not  obtain  in  any  foreign  country 
or  any  town  or  county  of  Great 
Britain.  Such  supervision  on  the  part 
of  the  Home  Office  was  less  than 
nil.  It  was  easy  to  imderstand  how 
it  was  that  all  complaints  of  the 
superior  officers  were  substantiated 
while  only  a  fragment  of  the 
public  complaints  were  substantiated. 
The  Chief  Commissioner  was  a 
man  most  desirous  of  doing  his  duty. 
He  was  absolutely  without  control.  He 
was  an  irresponsible  officer  in  absolute 
control  of  the  Metropolitan  police.  The 
Home  Office  had  abrogated  its  fimction, 
not  merely  during  the  present  adminis- 
tration, but  also  during  previous  ad- 
ministrations, and  excused  itself  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  machinery 
in  the  Department  for  the  purpose. 
Machinery,  however,  might  very  readily 
be  arranged.  What  was  the  method 
of  dealing  with  complaints  made  against 
individual  members  of  the  police  ?  There 
ought  to  be  some  remedy  for  a  wronged 
man,  and  the  cases  were  sufficiently 
numerous  to  require  proper  methods  of 
vindication.  If  he  went  to  the  Home 
Office,  they  referred  him  to  Scotland 
Yard,  and  the  chief  there  sent  the 
complaint  on  to  the  superintendent  or 
inspector  of  the  station  to  which  the 
officer  complained  of  was  attached. 
That  officer  asked  the  accused  constable 
to  make  his  report,  and,  when  the 
constable  had  made  it,  either  alone  or 
in  collaboration  with  his  comrades,  he 
handed  it  to  the  inspector,  a  mere  petty 
functionary,  who,  if  he  chose,  wrote 
his  comments  upon  it  and  then  forwarded 
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it  to  the  Chief  Commissioner.  The  Chief 
Commissioner  thereupon  formed  his 
judgment  upon  the  ex  parte  statement 
of  the  accused  constable.  He  was  not, 
of  course,  speaking  of  cases  which  ex- 
cited public  interest,  when  perhaps  the 
Home  Office  requested  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner to  send  one  of  the  higher 
officials  to  investigate  the  matter. 
Another  method  adopted  was  to  send 
the  complaint  to  the  superintendent 
or  inspector  who  held  an  inquiry,  calling 
before  him  the  complainant  and  the 
constable  complained  of.  These  pro- 
ceedings, however,  were  so  grotesque 
that  the  complainant  was  not  allowed 
to  address  questions  by  way  of  examina- 
tion to  the  constable  except  by  the 
grace  and  favour  of  that  exalted 
functionary  the  inspector  of  police,  and 
then  only  through  his  lips.  The  in- 
spector adjudicated,  and,  upon  his  report 
the  Chief  Commissioner  acted.  Such 
was  the  ludicrous  procedure.  It  would 
be  serious  if  there  were  only  a  few  cases 
of  alleged  police  misconduct ;  but, 
although  the  police  magistrates  paid  a 
high  tribute  to  the  police  as  a  body, 
they  said — and  everybody  knew — that 
complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  police 
were  fairly  frequent.  Whether  they  were 
frequent  or  not,  however,  an  aggrieved 
member  of  the  public  had  a  right  to 
go  to  the  Home  Office,  and  the  Home 
Office  should  be  bound  to  appoint  a 
proper  tribunal  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  such  complaints  and  giving 
satisfaction. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
STONE,  Leeds,  W.) :  May  I  ask  what 
kind  of  tribunal  the  hon.  Member  sug- 
gests ? 
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Mb.  ATHERLEY-JONES  said  there 
should  be  the  same  kind  of  inquiry  as 
took  place  in  the  case  of  Continental 
police  forces.  There  was  there  a  high 
official  appointed  independent  of  the 
police.  He  heard  and  investigated  the 
complaint  and  adjudicated  upon  it. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  asked  him  what 
remedy  could  be  suggested ;  but,  when 
the  thing  was  investigated  by  petty 
officers  of  the  police  immediately  in 
contact    with    the    accused    constable, 

Mr.  Atherley-Jones, 


he  should  have  thought  any  alternative 
would  have  been  considered  preferable 
to  the  present  system.     The  absurdity 
of  the  thing  did  not  end  there.     If  th^ 
complaint  was  of  such  a  grave  ch&racter 
that  it  might  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  criminal  charge,  what,  forsooUi,   the 
Home  Office  or  Scotland  Yard,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Home  Office,  did  was  to 
say  to  the  complainant :    "Your  remedy 
is    by    action."    He,    therefore,    could 
not  get  the  constable  punished  without 
he  went  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
bringing   an   action   against   him.     The 
whole  thing  read  like  a  fairy  tale,  but 
anything    more    monstrous    could     not 
be    conceived.     These   complaints    were 
mostly  in  connection  with  night  charges. 
The  false  charges  were  made  at  a  time 
and  under  conditions   when    and    in    a 
locality  where  they  could  be  made  with 
impunity,   and   very   often   there    were 
no  witnesses  who  could  appear  on  behalf 
of  the  person  wrongfully  arrested.     Most 
of  the  cases  were  noxious  and   sordid 
cases  of  drunkenness  and  assault.     When 
a  man  who  was  falsely  charged   with 
drunkenness  challenged  the  charge   and 
asked   to   see  a  doctor,   the  doctor   he 
was  allowed  to  have  was  the  paid  official 
of  the  police.     He  was  far  from  passing 
any  aspersions  upon  a  highly  honour- 
able   body    of    professional    men,     but 
it     was     notorious     that     the      police 
surgeons  had  every  inducement  offered 
to     them     to     report     favourablv     to 
the  police.     The  Commission  recognised 
that,  and  said  it  was  desirable  that  there 
should  be  a  list  of  independent  medical 
men  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  man 
complaining.     These    were    matters    in 
the  administration  of  the  Metropolitan 
police    which    required    attention,    and 
there   were   other  matters   with    which 
time  did  not  permit  him  to  deal.     It 
was  a  glaring  injustice  that  there  should 
not  be  any  independent  tribunal  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  these  complaints. 
He   had   the   greatest   respect    for    the 
Metropolitan  magistrates.     There  was  no 
more  painstaking  body  of  men,  but  they 
told  him  that  the  amount    of   work  im- 
posed upon  them  was  so  heavy  that  it 
was  absolutely  prohibitive  of  any    full 
and  patient  investigation  of  the    night 
charges  brought  before  them.     It  was, 
he  thought,  due  to  the  parsimony  of  the 
Treasury  that  there  was  not  a  considerable 
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increase  in  the  number  of  police  magis- 
trates in  the  Metropolis.  They  were 
-very  hard  worked,  they  were  not  over- 
paid, their  occupation  was  certainly 
not  very  cheerful,  and  it  was  only  natural 
-they  should  follow  the  lines  of  least  re- 
^stance  and  endeavour  to  dispose  of 
their  work  with  as  great  dispatch  as 
possible.  He  was  very  much  afraid  that 
this  general  verdict  of  acquittal  of  the 
police  force  would  cause  the  Home 
Office  to  be  absolutely  supinely  indifferent 
to  the  investigation  and  removal  of 
grievances  to  some  of  which  he  had 
referred.  He  should  continue  to  press 
the  matter  upon  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man,  and  he  hoped  he  would  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  recommendations  addressed 
to  him  by  the  Commission.  He  ad- 
mitted the  difficulty  of  improving  the 
supervision  of  the  police  and  of  affording 
proper  facilities  to  persons  who  were 
accused  of  drunkenness  of  demonstrating 
that  they  were  not  in  that  state ;  but, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  set  up  a 
proper  tribunal  to  whom  persons  who 
felt  themselves  aggrieved  might  apply, 
he  would  satisfy  every  legitimate  demand 
of  the  public.  There  was  a  tendency 
to  overpamper  the  police.  They  were 
very  highly  paid  as  compared  with  men 
of  their  class  [Cries  of  "No."]  Hon. 
Members  were  not  perhaps  acquainted 
with  the  comparison  of  the  industrial 
classes. 

Mr.  remnant  (Finsbury,  Holbom) : 
Yes  we  are,  and  the  police  are  the  worst 
paid  of  the  lot. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  said  he  did 
not  agree.  The  policeman,  after  serving 
a  period  of  a  little  over  twenty  years, 
received  a  pension  of  about  £1,  and  where 
•eould  the  hon.  Member  point  to  any  other 
occupation,  civil,  military,  or  naval, 
where  a  similar  pension  was  given  1  He 
admitted  the  high  standard  and  efficiency 
of  the  force  and  that  the  present  chief 
was  discharging  his  duty  with  ability, 
tact,  and  discernment ;  bat  he  certainly 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  have  some- 
thing like  a  rational  system  of  adminis- 
tration. 

♦Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen    Universities)    said   he   would 


not  follow  the  example  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  G^entleman  in  speaking  for  thirty- 
five  minutes  when  the  opportunities 
open  to  all  other  Members  of  the  HoUse 
were  so  shorb.  He  had  listened  with 
astonighment  to  the  verdict  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  passed 
on  the  Report  of  the  Police  Commission. 
However  opinions  might  have  varied 
before  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mission it  would  be  a  matter  of  surprise 
if  after  the  Report  there  should  be  any 
other  verdict  than  that  it  had  fully 
established  the  high  character  which 
many  of  them  attached  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan police — a  character  above  suspicion 
— which  was  not  altered  by  anjrthing,  to 
his  mind,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  adduced. 


Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  said  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  not  mis- 
interpret and  impute  to  him  the  utter- 
ance of  opinions  which  were  entirely 
contrary  to  what  he  had  said.  He  had 
said  he  had  the  highest  opinion  of  the 
police  force  in  London  and  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  Report. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK  thought  that  most 
of  those  who  had  heard  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  speech  would  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  wanting  in 
that  generosity  which  was  the  fair  meed 
of  the  police  after  the  Report — a  generous 
verdict  which  he  was  certain  few  in  the 
House  or  outside  it  would  have  any 
difficulty  in  accepting.  He  wished  to 
bring  before  the  House  a  matter  of  the 
first  importance  with  regard  to  the 
Metropolis.  The  object  of  his  criticism 
was  to  bring  to  the  no. ice  of  the  Home 
Secretary  points  in  which  he  thought  his 
administration  of  the  present  law  relating 
to  motor  'buses  had  been  defective.  There 
were  a  great  many  important  bodies 
concerned  in  that  matter.  There  were 
the  Home  Office,  the  Board  of  Trade, 
the  Local  Government  Board,  the  County 
Council,  the  Borough  Councils,  and  the 
City  Corporation.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  too  apt  in  meeting  various 
deputations  and  in  answering  questions 
to  try  to  suggest  that  the  duties  which 
now  rested  upon  him  should  be  laid  upon 
some  of  these  other  bodies.  But  he 
regarded  the  right  ^hom  G^t^,jajgj^8 
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the  chief  sianer  under  the  present  legis- 
lative conditions.  He  had  allowed  oppor- 
tunities which  might  have  checked^  this 
evil  to  pass  by,  and  he  seemed  to  place 
upon  each  statute  which  he  had  to 
administer  the  interpretation  which 
would  most  limit  his  own  powers.  He 
would  like  to  point  out  a  certain  in- 
consistency in  the  suggestions  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made. 
In  an  answer  to  himself  as  to  whether 
some  authority  might  not  be  entrusted 
with  the  prescribing  of  routes  and 
the  checking  of  the  grossest  anomalies 
and  nuisances  created  by  these  motor 
*buses,  he  answered  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  confer  the  necessary  powers 
on  the  London  County  Council  or  any 
other  local  authority,  and,  in  feet,  that 
no  municipal  authority  could  have  such 
duties  laid  upon  it.  To  a  deputation 
from  the  City  on  14th  July  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Under  the  law  as  it  stood  there  was  not  the 
power  to  direct  the  traffic  from  one  street  to 
another.  That  to  his  mind  was  much  more  a 
municipal  question,  and  it  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  municipal  authorities." 

The  very  course  that  he  deprecated  in 
his  answer  to  him  was  the  course  which 
he  suggested  to  the  deputation.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  what  were 
the  powers  which  he  might  make  use  of 
and  had  not  used.  That  which  he  had 
chiefly  in  mind  was  the  Metropolitan 
Streets  Act,  which  in  Section  11  perfectly 
clearly  provided  that  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  might  make  regula- 
tions subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Home  Secretary  with  respect  to  the 
route  to  be  taken  by  all  carts,  carriages, 
and  other  vehicles.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  stated  that  this  section 
was  practically  inoperative  because  of 
the  proviso  that — 

"  This  section  shall  not  authorise  the  Com- 
missioncr  of  Police  or  the  Secretary  of  St^te  to 
limit  the  number  of  Metropolitan  stage  carriages 
which  may  pass  down  any  street." 

But  how  was  that  inconsistent  with  the 
original  provisions  of  the  clause  ?  What 
was  the  meaning  of  the  section  as  a 
whole  ?  It  must  have  some  rational 
meaning,  and  if  the  fact  that  they  could 
not  prevent  fair  competition  between 
different  licensed  vehicles  was  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  further  point  that  they  could 
not  exercise  the  power  of  prescribing  the 
Sir  Henry  Craik. 


route  which  was  distinctly  laid  down  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  section,  what  was- 
the  use  of  enacting  the  section  at  all  t 
What  meaning  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man draw  from  the  section  ?     It  seemed 
to  b3  perfectly  clear.     It  meant  that  if 
they   opened  a   certain   route   to   th^se 
Metropolitan  stage  carriages  they  must 
not  by  any  arbitrary  restriction  prevent 
fair  competition  amongst  different  stage 
carriages.     It  did  not  mean  that   they 
relinquished  the  power  conferred  upon  the 
police  by  the  earlier  part  of  the  section. 
As   a   matter   of   fact   that   power   was 
assumed    in    various    other    instances, 
in    all    the    larger    municipal    boroughs 
in    Scotland,    and     in    many    borough* 
throughout    England.     The   view    that 
made      the     section     inoperative    was 
only   adopted   on    certain  legal   advice* 
It  had  never  been  the  subject   of   any 
judicial   decision.     But    even  supposing 
this  restriction  on   his  powers  to   exists 
had  the  Home  Secretary  no  other  powers? 
He  had  the  power  of  licensing  vehicles, 
and  he  contended  that  that  power  had 
not  been  sufficiently  or  properly  exer- 
cised.    There  were  some   1,037  licensed 
motor  buses,  and  there  had  been  8,500 
reported  as  defective.     That  meant  that 
each  existing  motor  bus  had  been   re- 
ported as  defective  on  more  than  eight 
occasions.     Could  he   contend  that   the 
licence  in  the  hands  of  the  police  was- 
anything    but    inefficient    when    it    was 
exercised  with  such  undue   laxity  that 
vehicles  were  allowed  to  run  which  had 
no  proper  place  upon  the  streets  ?     It 
was    this    undue    ease    and    laxity     in 
licensing  vehicles  that  had  produced  all 
the  evils — over- weight,  defective  machin- 
ery,   and    difficulties  as    to    vibration, 
noise,  and  smell.     Those  were  the  things 
that  had  introduced  a  number  of  vehicles 
in    the   streets   of   London   which   were 
unfit  for  traffic  and  were  rendering  the 
life    of   the    people    almost    intolerable. 
It      was      impossible      in      the      time 
at  his  disposal  properly  to  elaborate  the 
argument,    but  it  was  one  of  the  fir^t 
importance   to   the   inhabitants  of   the 
Metropolis   who    were  exj30sed   by  the 
laxity  of  licensing  to  added  trouble  and 
danger  to  life. 

♦Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent  St. 
Augustine's)  said  he  wished  first  of  all 
to  take  issue  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
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Durham  with  regard  to  the  comments 
he   had   made   upon   the    Metropolitan 
Police  and  upon  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners.    The  hon.  Member  said  the 
Report  gave  rise  to  great  disquietude. 
After  considering  it  very  carefully,  he 
had  come  to  exactly  the  contrary  con- 
cl  usion.    He  certainly  thought  the  Report 
liad  given  great  confidence  to  the  public 
who  now  Imew  that  they  had  not  only 
an    efficient,    but    a    perfectly   properly 
conducted   police    force.     The    Commis- 
45ion  was  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the   duties   of  the   Metropolitan  Police, 
•especially  in  dealing  with  cases  of  drun- 
Icenness,  disorder,  and  solicitation  in  the 
«treets,  and  the  manner  in  which  these 
•duties  were  discharged.     The  result  of 
the   Commission,   he  thought,  must  be 
most    satisfactory,    and    their    findings 
practically    welcomed    by    all    dwellers 
in  the  Metropolis,  and  those  inhabitants 
-of  the  country  who  valued  the  due  ad- 
ministration   of    law    and    order.     The 
Metropolitan  Police  had  extremely  diffi- 
cult duties  to  perform,  and  they  performed 
them,  not  only  as  the  Commission  had 
shown,    but    in    the    knowledge    of    all 
those     who     had     had     anything     to 
do    with    the    administration  of  justice 
in     London,    in     an     extremely     able 
manner    and    with     very    great    tact. 
They  had  some  very  delicate  duties  to 
perform,  and  they  had  shown  that  they 
were  a  force  to  be  proud  of.     On  this 
question  he    dissociated    himself    alto- 
gether  from  the   remarks   of  the  hon. 
Member    for    Durham.     An    important 
recommendation  was  made  in  the  Report 
of  the  Police  Commission  in  regard  to 
complaints  as  to  the  misbehaviour  of 
constables  made  by  private  persons  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Police.    It  was  to  the 
effect  that  a  proper  officer  should  be 
appointed  who  had  had  great  experience 
of  lawaswellasof  administration  to  deal 
with  such  complaints.      He  wished   to 
ask    the    Home   Secretary   whether   he 
proposed     to    carry    out    that    recom- 
mendation.   He  was  certain  that  if  he 
did  he  would  give  great  satisfaction  to 
the  public  and  to  the  police  themselves. 
The  House  should  remember  that  the 
members    of    the    Metropolitan    Police 
Porce    welcomed    the    appointment   of 
the  Police  Commission,  and  they  would 
equally    wekome   the    carrying   out  of 


their  recommendations.  He  would  also 
like  to  know  when  the  Report  of  the 
Vivisection  Commission  was  likely  to 
be  presented  to  Parliament.  Although 
he  was  one  of  those  who  did  not  agree 
with  the  views  of  those  who  desired  to 
put  an  end  to  vivisection,  at  the 
same  time  he  thought  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  criticism  would  be  put  an 
end  to  when  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
mission was  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  The  time  was  so  limited  that 
evening  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  him  to  take  any  further  part  in  the 
debate  on  the  subject  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  who  always 
took  up  these  factory  questions.  It  was 
no  fault  of  the  Home  Office  that  th*s 
Vote  was  put  down  so  late.  While 
they  all  wanted  to  have  the  Report 
earlier  they  couM  not  take  it  until  they 
had  received  the  Report  of  the  factory 
inspectors.  If  in  future  years  it  was 
impossible  for  this  hard-working  official 
to  make  his  Report  ear  ier  they  might, 
if  the  Home  Office  Vote  had  been  put 
down  on  an  earlier  date,  discuss  those 
questions  which  did  not  deal  with  the 
Factory  Report  and  on  another  occasion 
ht3r  dis3uss  factory  questions. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  would  Uke 
first  of  all  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the 
lateness  of  the  debate.  Nobody  had 
greater  sympathy  with  the  complaints  of 
hon.  Members  on  this  point  than  he  had 
himself;  it  was  just  as  inconvenient 
to  the  Home  Secretary  as  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  this  debate  should  take  plac^at 
so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  but  it  did 
so  by  force  of  circumstances.  He  quite 
appreciated  the  difficulty  which  always 
arose  on  account  of  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Inspector  not  being  available 
earlier,  and  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  would  make  a  determined  effort 
to  secure  an  improvement  in  this  matter 
next  year  even  at  the  cost  of  some 
curtailment  in  the  Report.  He  would 
consider  the  matter  very  carefully 
and  he  would  try  to  secure  that  the 
debate  on  this  subject  should  take  place 
somewhat  earlier  in  the  session  in  future. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  asked  him  a 
question  with  regard  to  the  Vivisection 
Commission,  but  he  was  afraid  he  could 
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not  answer  him  definitely.    He  had  been 
informed  some  time  ago  that  the  Com- 
missicm    had  ceased  to    take    evidence, 
and  they  were  considering  their  Report. 
He  had  good  reason  for  assuming  that 
in  the  course  of  a  month  or  two    the 
Report  of  that   Commission   would   be 
presented  to  the.House.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  had  also  asked  him  a 
question  about  one  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Com- 
mission relating  to  the  appointment  of 
an  independent  police   officer  to     deal 
with  complaints  made  by  private  persons 
against  the  police.     He  was  taking  that 
matter  at  once  into  consideration,  and 
he  thought  he  might  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  effect  to  that  recommen- 
dation. He  quite  agreed  with  his  right  hon. 
friend's  criticism  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  North-West  Dur- 
ham.     The  hon.   and   learned  Member 
brought  several  charges  against  the  police 
admin  ist'-ation  in  conjimction  with  the 
Home  Office,  but  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  left  the  House,  perhaps  it  was 
not  necessary   o  deal  with  them.     But  he 
would  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  about 
the  Police  Commission.     So  far  as  he  was 
concerned  he  would  never  have  consented 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission    on    the     Metropolitan     Police 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  its 
appointment  was  strongly  pressed  upon 
him    by    the    Conmiissioner    of    Police 
himself.     He   had   the   fullest   faith   in  j 
the  Metropolitan  Police.     When  things 
were  being  said  about  them  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  stand  by  them,  because  he; 
always  felt  sure  that  he  had  a  strong 
case  to  defend ;    but  so  persistent  were 
the  attacks  on  the  police  in  the  House 
and  in  the  Press  that  the  Police  Com- 
missioner himself  came  to  him  and  said 
that   in   the   interests  of  the  force   he 
thought    there    should    be    an    inquiry. 
As  the  Commissioner  himself  had  made 
that  request  the  Government  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  ought  to  be  granted. 
He  wished  to  emphasise  tie  fact  that  the 
Commission  was  never  appointed  because 
the    Government    had    any    doubt    as 
to    the    efficiency    of  the  Metropolitan 
Police.     To  the  many  services  rendered 
by  the  present  Commissioner  of  the  Police 
during    his    admirable    administration, 
should  be  added  the  setting  up  of  this 
Commission.    The  Report  of  the  Police 
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Commission  had  given  universal  satisfac* 
tion,  especially  to  the  Metropolis,  which 
was  proud  to  have  such  striking  testimony 
to  the  character  and  efficiency  of  this 
famous  civil  force.     On  the  careful  and 
exhaustive  judgment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Swansea  and  his  colleagues  he  would 
only  say  that  to  officers  and  men  alike  it 
would  prove  a  splendid  and  a  psrmarent 
encouragement  to  them  in  the  discharge  of 
their  difficult  and  trying  duties.      The 
recommendations  which  the  CommiBsion 
had  m  de  would  receive  the  most  careful 
consideration.      As   regarded   the    evik 
which  were  alleged  by  his  hon.  friend  to- 
I  exist  now  he  would  remind  the  House  that 
I  they  were  the  very  matters  which  the  Com- 
mission were  appointed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  upon.  They  had  the  Report,  and  let 
the   House    remember  the   effect   of  it- 
During  the  years  1903,  1904,  and  1905, 
which  were  under  review,  the  arrests  for 
drunkenness  and    prosecutions    for   dis- 
orderly conduct  numbered  210,000.     The 
Commissi  )n  only  found  it  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  nmeteen  cases  of  arrest  out  of 
that   vast    number.    They    found    that 
there  were  only  five  cases  of  arrests  which 
were  not  justified,  and  only  nine  members 
of  the  force  were  found  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct.    That  in  a  force  of  17,000  men 
and  covering  a  period  of  three  years  was 
the  most  remarkable  record  of  any  police 
force  in  the  history  of  modern  times. 
With  regard  to  the  subject  of  motor  omni- 
buses he  had  not  the  time  to  deal  with 
the  whole  of  it.     He  had  already  stated 
his  views,  but  he  wished  to  remind  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  attacked  him  for 
not  putting  into  force  the  Metropolitan 
Street  Act  that  he  was  only  inheriting 
the  condition  of  things  which  prevented 
the  police  from  directing  the  omnibus 
traffic.     The    hon.    Member   seemed   to 
think  that  he  had  suddenly  refused  to  put 
the  law  into  operation,but  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  some  time  ago  advised  his 
predecessors  that   under  the  statute  to 
which  he  had  referred  authority  was  not 
given  to  divert  omnibus  traffic.      The 
deputation     which     he     had     received 
the  other  day  from  the  Ci^ authorities 
stated  that  they  had  themselves  been 
advised  by  their  own  local  legal  authority 
that  no  such  power  existed,  and  they  im- 
pressed upon  him  that  it  was  advisable 
that  they  should  have  such  power,  and 
he  quite  agreed  with  them.     This  was  not 
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a  difficulty  of  his  own  creation!  Hon. 
Members  appeared  to  think  that  the 
authorities  were  satisfied  with  the  present 
type  of  motor  bus.  On  the  contrary,  with 
hon.  Members,  the  Government  desired  to 
have  effective  improvement,  and  nothing 
would  please  him  better  than  to  find  some 
speedy  method  of  producing  an  improve- 
ment if  it  was  only  to  defend  themselves 
against  these  constant  attacks.  He  could 
assure  the  House  that  the  police  had,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  been  doing  all  they  could 
under  their  powers  to  deal  with  this 
question,  short  of  prohibiting  these  motor 
omnibuses  from  using  the  streets. 

Sir  HENKY  CRAIK  said  it  was  the 
licensing  of  motor  omnibuses  that  he 
referred  to. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  with  regard 
to  licensing  he  was  considering  whether 
as  a  condition  of  granting  a  licence  he 
should  not  reduce  the  speed  to  twelve 
miles  an  hour. 


Sir    henry    CRAIK: 

weight. 


And    the 


♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  there  again 
the  hon.  Member  would  find  that  the 
matter  would  rectify  itself  with  a  little 
patience.  To-day  they  were  running  some 
motor  onmibuses  carrying  a  full  comple- 
ment of  passengers  which  were  three- 
quarters  of  a  ton  lighter  than  the  old 
type.  They  were  getting  gradually  to 
a  better  type  of  vehicle,  and  as  regarded 
speed  he  was  now  considering  as  an 
alternative  whether  they  should  not 
require  every  motor  omnibus  to  affix 
an  automatic  regulator  which  would 
come  into  action  as  soon  as  the  vehicle 
reached  a  speed  of  twelve  miles  an  hour. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK  said  he  did  not 
speak  of  speed  but  of  weight  and  vibra- 
tion. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  had  to 
answer  a  variety  of  questions — weight, 
vibration,  speed,  smell,  and  oil-droppings. 
Speed  had  to  be  considered  in  relation  to 
weight.  As  regarded  the  dropping  of 
oil,  and  smoke  emission,  a  number 
of  prosecutions  had  been  undertaken 
and  some  convictions  had  been  secured. 
He  thanked  his  right  hon.  friend  the 


Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  for  his 
speech.  It  was  throughout  expressed 
in  terms  which  would  be  most  helpful 
to  his  Department,  in  regard  to  fish- 
curing,  his  right  hon.  friend  would  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  a  most  difficult 
question.  The  Chief  Inspector  had  shown 
that  that  was  the  case,  and  he  had  made 
certain  suggestions  which  were  deserving 
of  consideration,  He  had  only  come 
into  possession  of  the  Report  in  the  last 
few  days.  The  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment would  certainly  be  directed  to  the 
matter  with  the  view  to  effecting  an 
improvement.  He  would  send  the  Chief 
Inspector  to  the  Scottish  Office,  and  he 
would  suggest  that  extracts  from  the 
Scottish  Reports  should  be  published. 
The  question  of  the  employment  of  young 
girls  was  a  most  important  point.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  shown  from  the 
quotations  which  he  read  what  was  going 
on,  and  there  was  certainly  necessity 
for  something  being  done  to  bring  about 
an  improvement.  He  had  been  asked 
why  the  Employment  of  Children  Act 
had  not  been  used.  He  was  unable 
to  say  at  present,  but  he  assured  his 
right  hon.  friend  that  he  would  go 
closely  into  the  matter  in  order  to  see 
if  more  effective  action  could  be  taken 
under  t\at  Ac  I:.  He  reminded  his  right 
hon.  friend  that  a  Committee  was  now 
^.itting  on  lead  poisoning,  and  it  wou  d 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  infant 
mortality  in  the  pottery  towns.  Last 
November  a  Conference  of  Medical 
Officers  had  been  held  at  the  Home  Office, 
a'jd  a  statistical  inquiry  was  proceeding 
in  a  number  of  towns  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  relation  between 
infant  mortality  and  factory  employment. 
The  results  of  the  inquiry  were  being 
tabulated,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
get  some  useful  information  in  that 
way.  As  regarded  Gk>vemment  Depart- 
ments and  the  use  of  lead  a  conference 
would  be  held  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  months.  Uis  right  hon.  friend  had 
referred  to  legislation.  There  were 
already  some  arrears  of  legislation 
regarding  matters  coming  within 
the  scope  of  the  Home  Office  work. 
That  was  not  their  fault.  They  had 
been  pretty  busy  with  legislation.  They 
had  this  session  the  Children  Bill, 
the  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  the 
Prevention    of    Crime    Bill,     and    the 
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Licensittg  Bill.  All  he  could  say  was 
tlMtt  they  would  do  their  best  to  deal 
with  the  Reports  which  came  to  them, 
and  notably  with  the  Report  on 
sweating.  They  would  consider  the  Re- 
port of  the  Truck  Committee  as  soon  as 
it  was  received.  There  was  also  the  ques- 
1  ion  of  S  .op  Hours.  They  were  increasing 
the  strength  of  the  lady  inspectors  by 
40  per  cent.,  and  it  was  important  that 
the  House  should  have  some  intimation 
in  regard  to  any  changes  which  might 
attend  this  increase  of  strength.  The 
divisional  system  was  to  be  extended. 
The  time  had  come  when  the  de- 
mands of  the  country  for  the  ser- 
vices of  more  lady  inspectors  could 
not  be  resisted.  The  main  strength 
of  the  lady  inspectors  had  hitherto 
been  concentrated  in  London.  A  large 
ne^  division  was  to  be  established  with  its 
centre  at  Manchester.  Other  divisions 
would  follow  at  Birminghrm  and  Leeds, 
bu  it  was  impossible  to  go  ahead  quickly 
with  this  formation  of  divisions.  The 
strength  of  the  lady  inspectors  was  too 
low,  and  it  would  be  futile  to  increase 
that  strength  beyond  the  capacity 
of  the  senior  ladies  for  the  effec- 
ve  training  of  probationers.  T  ere 
was  going  to  be  no  change  in  the 
character  of  the  excellent  work  done 
by  the  lady  inspectors.  Part  of  their 
wjrk,  as  now,  would  consist  of  special 
inquires,  bvt  regular  duties  would 
be  allotted  to  them  similar  to  those 
they  were  now  doing  in  London,  Sc  t- 
land,  and  elsewhere.  He  referred  to 
inspection  and  reports  in  connection  with 
laim dries,  dressmaking,  fruit-preserving, 
fish-curing,  infant  mortality,  lead  poison- 
ing, accidents  in  certain  industries,  and 
generally  all  those  questions  which 
specially  related  to  the  industrial  re- 
quirements of  women  and  girls.  A 
conference  between  the  superintending 
inspector  and  senior  lady  inspectors 
would  be  held,  and  a  scheme  of  work 
would  be  submitted  for  the  approval 
of  headquarters  The  special  sphere 
and  fimctions  of  lady  inspectors  would 
be  maintained,  care  being  taken  to  give 
as  much  elasticity  as  possible  to 
the  new  organisations.  He  thanked 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  for 
his  appreciation  of  the  work  done  in 
regard  to  time-cribbing.  They  had  not 
yet  had  much  success  through  the  agency 
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of  the  police  in  regard  to  prosecutions, 
but  what  they  had  done  was  to  strengthen 
public  opinion,  ftnd  to  form  it  in  con- 
denmation  of  this  very  reprehensible 
practice,  and  therefore  aJl  these  matters 
were,  so  to  speak,  "  weighing  in "  to 
secure  that  desirable  object.  In  regard 
to  the  Regulations  for  brass  works  to 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Bordesley  Division  had  called 
attention,  he  would  like  to  say  that  the 
usual  practice  in  regard  to  inquiry  had 
been  followed  in  this  matter.  In  1907, 
draft  Regulations  were  drawn  up  affecting 
the  brass  industry.  There  was  an  in- 
quiry ordered  under  the  Act,  and  a 
gentleman  of  great  experience  was 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  on 
behalf  of  the  Home  Office.  Before  the 
completion  of  the  evidence  there  was 
the  informal  conference  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded,  and 
some  arrangement,  also  informal,  was 
come  to  with  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  certain  modifications.  He  wished 
to  remind  the  right  hon.  Gent'eman, 
however, that  ths  conf  veno  was  fo:  tho 
purpose  of  laying  suggestions  before  the 
Commissioner  who  hadgone  to  Birmingham 
to  hear  both  sides.  He  had  all  the 
evidence  in  front  of  him,  and  upon  that 
information  he  made  his  decision.  In 
the  usual  course  the  Report  came  before 
himself,  and  it  was  signed  on  20th  June. 
It  had  been  lying  on  the  Table  for  thirty 
days,  no  objec  ion  had  been  taken  to  it, 
and  he  could  hardly  think,  therefore,  that 
there  was  anything  in  it  to  which  serious 
exce  r  ion  could  be  taken.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  told  him  the  precise 
point  to  which  exception  was  taken  by 
the  Cham  ber  of  Commerce.  He  promised 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  that 
he  would  look  into  the  matter  and  find 
out  what  had  really  happened,  but  he 
could  assure  him  that  there  had  been  no 
departure  from  the  usual  practice  of 
inquiry  in  this  particular  case. 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  why  he  did 
not  accept  the  imanimous  recommenda- 
tions of  a  very  strong  conference  held 
on  the  subjec:  ? 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  question  met 
together   in  M?5  bR^Ste^e^*^*  *^ 
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-tlie  Commissioner,  and  these  parties 
-apparently  had  a  friendly  and  entirely 
informal  conference.  The  Home  Office 
-was  not  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  It  was  the 
Home  Office's  suggestion  that  the  con- 
ference should  be  held. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  that  what 
they  agreed  about  were  certain  points 
which  they  decided  to  submit  to  the 
Oommissioner.  These  points  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commissioner,  who,  upon 
Lis  own  discretion,  took  the  course  now 
•complained  of. 

Mr,  H.  J.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) 
:asked  whether  there  would  be  an  oppor- 
iiunity  in  the  autumn  session  of  continuing 
this  discussion. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  he  was  not  re- 
:8pon8ible  for  the  lateness  of  the  debate.  He 
would  suggest  that  hon.  Members  had 
-themselves  been  a  little  lax  in  not  taking 
steps  in  the  usual  form  to  have  the  Vote 
discussed  earlier. 


And,  it  being  Ten  of  the  Clock,  Mr* 
Speaker,  in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order 
No.  15,  proceeded  to  put  forthwith  the 
Question  necessar}  to  dispose  of  the 
Report  of  the  Resolution  then  under 
consideration. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  < 

Mr.  Speaker  then  proceeded,  in  pur- 
suance of  Standing  Order  No.  15,  to  put 
forthwith  the  Questions,  That  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  re- 
spect of  each  Class  of  the  Civil  Services 
Estimates,  the  Navy  Estimates,  the  Army 
Estimates,  and  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 
Class  I. 
Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 
of  Class  I.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  247  ;  Noes, 
69.     (Division  List  No.  232.) 


AYES. 


Abraham  William  (Cork  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  ( Rhondda) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Agnew,  George  William 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley- Jones,  L. 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Beauchamp,  £. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Orlyon 

Benn,W.(T  W  Hamlet6,S.Geo) 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A, 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Oan8ton,Rt.  Hn.RiohardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 


Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancras,W 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH(Sussex,E.GrinstM 
Cory,  Sir  CliflFord  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 
Crooks,  William 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,Sir  W.  Ho  well(  Bristol, S 
De  war, Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh. ) 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunne,Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 


Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  Q.  (Peterborough) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt  ,Rt.  Hn.  L.  ( Rossendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.(  Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth.  R  L.(Caithn*ss-8h 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Ha  worth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
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Supply. 


Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Holt,  Richard  Doming 
Hope,W.Bateman  (Somerset^N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jone8,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras,E) 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M*Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mark8,G.  Croydon  (Laimceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 


{COMMONS} 

Morrell,  Philip 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  WiUiam 
Nuttall,  Harry 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (CJolchester) 
Philippe,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh*mpt'n 
Richardson,  T.  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts, Sir  John  H.(Denbigh8) 
Robertson,  Sir  G  Scott(  Bradford 
Robertson,  J.  M-  (T3meside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scott,  A.H.(A8hton  under  Lyne 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 


Supply. 


IQl'Z 


Snowden,  P. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

StMiger,  H.  Y. 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Stntnss,  £.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

SummerbeU,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe> 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas,DaTid  Alfred  (Merthyr 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somer8et,E. 

Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhamptoo. 

Tomkinson,  James 

Vemey,  P.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 

Wason,JohnCathcart  (Orkney) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire): 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax> 

Whittaker,Rt.Hn  Sir  Thomas  P 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. ) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.> 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton> 

Winfrey.  R. 

Wood,  T.  MKinnon 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn  Sir  Alex.F 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  (xeorge 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carllle,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 


Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 

Clive,  Percy  Archer 

CoUings,  Rt.Hn.J.( Birmingham 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Dixon- Hartland,SirFred  Dixon 

Doughty,  Sir  George 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,(]rOvan 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  (Jodfrey 

Forster,  Henry  William 


Gardner,  Ernest 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

GoochjHenry  Cubitt(Peckham) 

Gordon,  J. 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 

Hope,James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 

Keswick,  William 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
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Supply. 


Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Peter8field) 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renton,  Leslie 


{29  July  1908} 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,£ecle8all) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,Ea8t)  > 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh.)  I 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin  | 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 


Supply. 
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Valentia,  Viscount 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R. 
WolflP,  Gustav  Wilholm 
Younger,  George 

Tellbbs  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
George  D.  Faber  and  Mr. 
Joynson-Hicks. 


Class  II. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 


of  Class  II.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  251 ;  Noes, 
69.     (Division  List  No.  233.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ac  land,  Francis  Dyke 

Agnew,  Greorge  William 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Atherley- Jones,  L. 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bethell,Sir  J  H.  ( Essex,  Romfrd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  AUston 

CJheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Ciough,  William 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collins,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancras,W 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH  (Sussex, E.Grinst'd 

Cory,  Sir  Cliflford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Crooks,  William 


Cur  ran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalzlel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,Sir  W.Howell(Bri8tol,S) 
Dewar,Sir  J.  A.  (Inyemess-sh.) 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunne,Major  E.  Mart  in(  Walsall 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Han ley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone, Rt.HnHerbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddaid,  Sir  Daniel  Ford  * 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ros8endale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  R.  L(Caithn'88-sh 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  f Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M. ( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 


Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe)  . 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hoohouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,W.Bateman  (Somerset, N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jone8,SirD.  Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  GJeorge 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancra8,E^ 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt^  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester^ 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil         »  ' 
Marks,G.Croydon  (Launceston> 
Mam  ham,  F.  J. 
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3ias8ie,  J. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Ptercy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (CoWwall) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
J^apier,  T.  B. 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paiilton,  James  Mellor 
P.^arce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Pv-arson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Kye) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PiskerRgiD,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,C.E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Prigstlev,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Riphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
R?a,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 
R?ndall,  Athelstan 
Richards,  T.F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
RobertSjSir  John  H.(Denbigh8. 


{COMMONS} 

Robert6on,Sir  G.Scott  (BradTd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 

Rutherford.  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Scott,A.H.(  Ashton  under  Lyne 

Seaverhs,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Snowden,  P. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stangcr,  H.  Y. 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart.  Halley  (Greenock) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor.  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUffe) 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas.David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
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Thomasfloo,  Franklin 

Thompson,  J.W.H  (8omer8et,E 

Thome,  G.R.(Wolverhampton) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker.  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Waring,  Walter 

Wa8on,Rt  Hn.E.(Clackmaiman 

Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

WiUiams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuU.  W.) 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  P.W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 

Wih»on,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Winfrey,  R. 

Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellebs  fob  the  Aye8 — Mr, 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F. 
Arkwright.  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 
Beach,  HnMichael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Cirlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  "Viscount 
r^^ve,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
rollings,  Rt.Hn.  J. (Birmingham 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-Hartland.Sir  FredDixon 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Gros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Paber,  George  Denison  (York) 


Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gooch,  Henry  Cubitt  (Peckham 
Gordon,  J. 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Ho[)e,  James  Fitxalan(  Sheffield) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kennaway,  Rt.Rn.  Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar(Dulwich) 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Nicholson,  Wm.G.  (Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 


Parkes,  Ebene^er 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renton,  Leslie 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshav,  Earl  of 
Rutherford',  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sandjrs,  Lieut. -Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  AbelH.  (Hertford,East) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
SUVeley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell.(Lanark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  fob  the  Nobs— Mr. 
Gretton  and  Mr.  Stanley 
Wilson. 


Class  III. 
Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth 
^gree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 


standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 
of  Class  in.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates." ,  , 
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AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ac  land,  Francis  Dyke 

Agnew,  George  William 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,Godf  rey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

B8thel],SirJ.H.(E8sex.Romf'd) 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Branch,  James 

Brigs,  John 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cans  ton,  Rt .  Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Cloi^h,  William 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collins,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancras,W 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C,H.(Sussex,E.Grinst*d 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Crooks,  William 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davie8,Sir  W.Howell  (Brst'l,S. 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunne, Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 


Fullerton,  Hugh 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone, Rt.Hn. Herbert  John 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwooa,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Grifath,  Ellis  J. 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harcour  t ,  Rt .  Hn.  L.  ( Ross'nd'le 

Harcourt, Robert  V.  (Montrose 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn'8s-sh 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.  (Derbyshire, N.E. 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Hicham,  John  Sharp 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hope  ,W.  Bat  eman  (Somerset, N 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras,E. 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

LyeP,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

M'Kean,  John 


M*Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederidc 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Mansfield,  H.  Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon(Launce8t  on), 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen)' 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Nichol8on,Charles  N.(Doncast*r 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Ocil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pear8on,Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Pearson,  W.H.M.(Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb*gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Ru88elI(Scarboro') 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robert8,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs.) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott  (Bradford 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Rimciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.(Whitechapel) 
Scott ,  A.  H.  (Ashton-  under-Lync 
Seaverns,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) . 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball        . 
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Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Snowden,  P. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
9!ennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 


{COMMONS} 

Thompson,  J.  W.H.(Somer8et,E 

Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 

Tomkinson,  James 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Waring,  Walter 

Wa8on,Rt.Hn.E.(Claokmannan 

Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
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Whittaker,Rt.Hn.Sir  ThomasP 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills.  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuD.  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellebs  fob  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
OarliJe,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone.E.) 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  Major  E.  F.(LewiBham) 
CoUings,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh*m 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  FredDixon 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robt.(Lanark,Govan) 
Faber,  George  Denison(York) 


Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Forater,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibba,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Gordon,  J. 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hope,James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,Rt.  Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Nicholson,  Wm.G.  (Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Renton,  Leslie 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,EccIesa]I) 

Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 

Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 

Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  Thos.  Myles 

Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 

Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,East) 

Starkey,  John  R. 

Staveley-HUl,  HeMy  (StafPsh.) 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

Talbot,  Lord  E.   (Chichester) 

Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,E.R.) 

Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — Mr. 
Hicks  Beach  and  Mr.  Wolff. 


Class  IV.  1  of  Class  IV.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 

QuestioD  put,  "  That  this  House  doth    mates.'' 


agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 


The  House  divided: — ^Aye?,  249;  Noes, 
78.     (Division  List  No.  236.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agnew,  George  William 
Allen,  COiarles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
As t bury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baruig,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 


Barker,  John 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A.  Ocil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  C!!arlyon 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo. 


I  Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

BethelI,Sir  J.H.EssexJlomrwl 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maiden) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Branch,  James 
'  ^rigg,  John 
I  Bright,  J.  A. 

Brooke,  Stopford 
,  Bryce,  J.  Annan 
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Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
<!au8ton,Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnight 
•Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
•Chance,  Frederick  William 
•Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Oheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland.  J.  W. 
•Clough,  William 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
€ollin8,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 
•Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
<Cooper,  G.  J. 

€orbett,C.H.(Suss'x,E  GrinstM 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
'Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan.  W.  H. 
•Cox,  Harold 
Crooks,  William 
Ourran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davie8,Sir  W.Howell(Bri8tol,S. 
Dewar.Sir  J.A.(Inverne88-8h.) 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunne,Major  E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh 
Oibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill.  A.  H. 

G  ladstone,  Rt .  Hn.  Her  bert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Ooddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Oooch, George  Peabody(Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt  ,Rt.  Hn.L.  ( Rossendale 
■  Harcourt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harn^worth,R.L  (Caithn'ss-sh 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(  Derbyshire,  N.E 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis(Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold(Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Holt,  Richard  Durning 
Hope,  W.Bateman(Somer8et,N 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 


(29  July  1908} 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
lUingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Sir  D.Brynmor(Swan8ea) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William(CamarvonBhire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lea,Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras,E.) 
Lehmann.  R.  C. 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Laren,Sir  C.B.(Leicester) 
McLaren,  H.  D.  (SUfford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,  G.Croydon(Launceeton) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno.  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Donca8t'r 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 
Parker,  James(  Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pear8on,Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.  H.  M.(Suffolk,Eye) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby.  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price.  C.  E.(Edinburgh,Central 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
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Rendall,  Athektan 
Richards.T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts.Sir  John  H.(Denbigh8  ) 
Robert8on,Sir  G  Scott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tjrneside) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newiaan 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman.  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scott.A.H.(A8hton -under  Lyne 
Seavems.  J.  H. 
SeddoD ,  J. 

Shackle  ton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B. 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Snowden,  P. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger.  H.  Y. 

Rtanley.Hn.A.Lyulph  (Chesh. 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
SutherUnd,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H-  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,J.W-H.  (Somerset,E 
Thome.G.R.  (Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Waltere,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trenc 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,Rt.Hn.  E.(Clackmannai 
Waaon,  John  Cathcart< Orkney) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittakc.Rt  Hn.SirthomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkic,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wil'on,  Henry  J.  fYork,W.  R.) 
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Wil)*OD,  John  (Durham,  Biid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancraa,  S.) 
WilRon,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 


{COMMONS} 

Winfrey,  R. 

Wood,  T.  McKinnnn 

YoxeU,  Jamefl  Henry 


Supply. 
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T1LLBB8  FOB  THE  Ayes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pea«e  and  Master  of 
Elibaok. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Aahley,  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,R.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hon.MiohaelHnghHioka 
Beoket,  Hon.  Qervaae 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridsreman,  W.  Clive 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
CaBtlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  E\elyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,Major  E.F.  (Lewisham) 
Collmgd,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birm'gham) 
Cmik,  Sir  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  Fred  Dixon 
Doughty.  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fell,  Arthur 


Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(PeckLam) 

Gordon,  J. 

Gretton.  John 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Joynson-Hicks,  William 

Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 

Keswick,  William 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 

Lockwood,Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

McArthur,  Charles 

Mi  k)  may,  Francis  Bingham 

Nicholson,Wm  G.  (Petersfield) 

Nield,  Herbert 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Parkes,  Ebeneier 

Rawlinson,John  FrederickPeel 


Remnant,  James  Farquh  arson 
Ren  ton,  Leslie 

Robert8,S.(Sheffield,Ecclesal1) 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke^ 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford.  W.  W.  (Liverpool> 
Sandys,Lieut.-Col.Tho«.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  8.  (Marylebone,  W.) ' 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford, East > 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StaflTsh.) 
Stone.  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chicneeter) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark> 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wilson,A.Stanley  (York,  E  R.> 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Yotinger,  George 

Tellsius  for  thb  Noks — Mr. 
James  Hopa  and  Mr.  Ark- 
Wright. 


Class  V. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 


of  Class  V.  of  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  258  ;  Noes, 
72.    (Division  List  No.  236.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agnew,  George  William 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfonr,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey(Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 
Barnard.  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,W.(TVrHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bethell,SirJ.H.(£ssex,Romfrd 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Black,  Arthur  W. 


I  Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,Rt.  Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles,  William  Pollaid 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Alston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
CollinP,SirWm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 
Corbett,CH(Sussex,E.GrinstM 


Cory,  Sir  Clifford  Jobit 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 
Crooks,  William 
Curran,  Pteter  Francis  • 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dairies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fnlbam) 
Davie8,SirW.Howell(  Brist  ol  ^. 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.(InTeme8s>8h. ) 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dtmne,MajorE.Mart  in(WalpaI  I 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radr.or) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walti  r 
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Faller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone3t.Hn.Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  DanieljFord 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(  Rofisendale 
Harcourt,Robert  V.(^ontro8e) 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harm8worth,R.L.(Caithn'88-8h 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,W.E.(  Derbyshire,  N.E. 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W. ) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,  W.  Bateman(Somer8et,N. 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Horrridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,William(Camarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lea,HughCecil(St.Pancras,  E. 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Mitcdonald,  J.  R.  (Liecester) 
Mackamess,  Frederick  C. 


{29  July  1908} 

Maclean,  Donald 

Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

McKenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

McLaren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

McMicking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall(Lincohi) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Launceston) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson  ,CharlesN(Doncast*r 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

NutUll,  Harry 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Sta£Cs,Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson,  Sir  W.  D- (Colchester) 

Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye ) 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridcdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H-  (Norwich) 

Robert8,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs) 

Roberteon,SirG.Scott(Bradfrd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowden 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 

Rutherford,  V.  H-  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L. (Cleveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Scott,A.H.(  Ashton  under  Lyne) 

Seavems,  J.  H. 
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Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.(SUflord) 
Shaw,Rt.  Hon.  T.(Hawick,B  ) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt-  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Snowden,  P. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stani?er,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (Chesb.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Hal  ley  (Greenock) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Straus,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Tboma8,David  Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.  W.H(Soraer8et,E. 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Torakinson,  Jautes 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth.  J. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

W  alsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward  ,John( Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,  Rt.Hn.E(Clackmannan 

Wason.  John  Cathcart(Orkney) 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

W*fir,  James  Galloway 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

Whitehead.  Rowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson.  P.  W.  (St.  Pancra8,S.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Wosthoughton) 

Winfrey,  R. 

Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TBr.r.BRS  FOB  TUB  Aybs — Blr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
£li>ank. 


NOES. 


AcUnd.Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F  I  iVshley,  W.  W. 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell  Balcarres,  Lord 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope         |  Banbiiry,Sir  Frederick  Gaorge 
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Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 

Beaoh,Bn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
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Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clhe 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
CarUle,  E.  Hilc^red 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  KveljTi  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  LordR.  (Ma-^lebonejE.) 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coate8,Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Colling8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birm'gham) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  FredDixon 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robt.(I.anark,Govan) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York ) 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Grodfrey 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
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Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham ) 
Gordon,  J. 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Heat  on,  John  Henniker 
Hope,  James  Fit::alan(SheffieId) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kennaway.Rt.Hon.Sir  JohnH 
Keswick,  William 
Law, Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbeit 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebeneaer 
Rawlinson,John  Frederick  Peel 


Remnant,  James  Farquha 
Renton,  Leslie 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.W.  (Liverpool) 
Sandys.  Lieut. -Col. Thos.  Myles 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,W.> 
Smith,Abel  H.(Hertford,£art) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.    (Chicheater) 
Thomson,  W.Hitchell-(L4U&Ark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wilson,   A.Stanley(York,E.R) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Younger,  George 

TVLLBBS    FOB    THE  NoBS Hi: 

Samuel    Roberts    and    Mr. 
Staveley-Hill. 


Class  VI. 
Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class 

VI.  of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 
Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class 

VII.  of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the 
Navy  Estimates,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the 
Army  Estimates,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Conamittee  in  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the 
Revenue  Departments  Estimates,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [28th  July]. 
Resolution  reported, 
"That,    towards    making    good    the 
Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 


service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  daj 
of  March,  1909,  the  sum  of  £69, 157,274  he 
granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
the  United  Kingdom." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Hobhouse. 


CONSOLIDATED    FUND    (APPROPRIA- 
TION BILL. 

"  To  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Maidx, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine, 
and  to  appropriate  the  Supplies  granted  in 
this  Session  of  Parliament,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 


PUBLIC    OFFICES    SITES    (EXTENSION) 
BILL. 

Lords'   Amendments    considered,    and 

agreed  to. 

SMALL    HOLDINGS    AND    ALLOTMENTS 
BILL  [LoBDs]. 

As  amended,   considered;      read   the 

third  time,   and  passed,   with    Amend- 

ments.  ,    ^^^i^ 
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ENDOWED  SCHOOI^  (MASTERS) 
BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
In  the  Committee. 

Clause  1  : — 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge 
University)  moved  to  leave  out  words 
with  respect  to  dismissal  for  mis- 
conduct. He  did  so  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  contrary  to  the  present  law 
in  the  matter.  What  the  law  said  now 
was  that  wheA  a  person  was  dismissed  for 
misconduct  the  specific  acts  of  miscon- 
duct need  not  be  stated  by  the  employer. 
He  thought  it  was  desirable  that  the  law 
should  remain  as  it  was,  but  under  this 
clause  the  obligation  was  placed  on  the 
person  dismissing  to  give  a  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  dismissal,  and  if  that  was 
not  done  the  dismissed  person  might 
have  a  ground  of  action.  That  would 
create  bad  blood  between  employer  and 
employed,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  the 
employer.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

r  The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury)Jsaid  he  had  told  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  last  portion  of 
the  subsection  was  inserted  as  the  result  of 
an  agreement  between  the  various  parties 
conerned.  There  must  be  a  clear  imder- 
standing  on  that  point. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as   amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2:— 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  moved  to  leave 
out  "April,"  and  insert  "September." 
Ab  the  Bill  stood  at  present  it  would 
come  into  operation  at  a  retrospective 
date.  That  form  of  legislation  was 
obviously  open  to  many  disadvantages, 
and  if  allowed  in  this  Bill  it  might 
be  used  as  a  precedent.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  April*  and  insert  the  word  /  September.' " 
— (Mr,  RawliHson.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  April '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  said  that  the  words 
used  in  the  clause  were  taken  from  an 
Act  passed  in  1906,  to  remove  doubts 
as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  justices 
under  the  Licensing  Act  of  1904.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  insert  "July"  instead 
of  "  September,"  as  that  was  the  date 
at  which  the  Bill  had  been  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  that  the  Act 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  an  explanatory  Act,  which  kind  of 
Act  was  invariably  made  retrospective 
as  it  merely  declared  what  the  law  was. 
But  this  Bill  did  not  explain  the  rights 
of  parties  but  would  create  new  rights  on 
the  part  of  assistant  masters  of  endowed 
schools  by  saying  that  they  were  not  to 
be  dismissed  except  with  the  consent  of 
all  parties.  There  was  no  precedent  for 
retrospective  legislation  in  Bills  of  this 
kind,  which  altered  the  right  of  parties 
which  had  been  acquired  in  the  Law 
Courts.  He  pressed  very  strongly  that 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  should  not 
allow  this  precedent,  which  might  be 
disastrous  not  only  in  this  case,  but  in 
many  other  cases  of  great  importance, 
to  come  into  this  kind  of  legislation. 

*Sm  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford 
University)  said  that  this  was  not  an 
explanatory  measure.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  get  rid  of  a  difficulty  that  had 
arisen  with  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
assistant  teachers  of  the  endowed  schools 
in  consequence  of  the  wording  of  the 
Endowed  Schools  Act  of  1869.  No 
doubt  when  the  agreement  was  come 
to  between  the  parties  concerned  it  was 
expected  that  this  Bill  would  have  come 
into  force  earlier,  and  they  chose  the 
commencement  of  the  financial  year 
as  the  nearest  Parliamentary  date  that 
occurred  to  them.  The  date,  however,  of 
April  1st  had  long  since  passed,  and  he 
contended  that  retrospective  legislation 
was  not  desirable  unless  for  some  ex- 
ceptional purpose.    If  they  said  the  date 
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should  be  "the  date  of  the  passine  of 
this  Act,"  the  whole  diflSculty  would  be 
got  over. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
thought  that  if  the  date  was  made  the 
Ist  of  August  the  difficulty  would  dis- 
appear. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  suggested  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  should  act  on  the  advice 
of  his  hon.  friend. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  pointed  out 
that  the  Amendment  was  to  leave  out 
"April"  and  insert  "the  date  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act." 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  We  have  now  got 
a  little  further  than  that.  The  Question 
is  that  the  word  "  April "  stand  part  of 
the  clause. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'August' 
be  there  inserted,''  put,  and  agreed  to. 

POST   OFFICE   SITE3   BILL   [Li>rds]. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Select  Committee  of  Five 
Members,  three  to  be  nominated  by  the 
House,  and  two  by  the  Conunittee  of 
Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the 
Bill  presented  five  clear  days  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  be  referred  to 
the  Committee. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Petitioners  praying 
to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  Counsel 
or  Agents,  be  heard  against  the  Bill,  and 
Counsel  heard  in  support  of  the  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
vecords. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum. — 
(Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 

EAST  INDU  LOANS  [RAILWAY  AND 
IRRIGATION  WORKS  AND  GENERAL 
PURPOSES]. 

Considered  in  Conunittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  of  India  to  raise  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  on  the  security  of  the 
Revenues  of  India,  by  the  creation  and 
issue  of  capital  stock,  bonds,  debentures. 

Sir  WUliam  Anion, 


or  bills.  (1)  A  sum  not  excluding 
£200,000,000  for  the  following  pur- 
poses : — (9)  The  constniction,  extension, 
and  equipment  of  railways  in  India  by 
State  agency  or  through  the  agency  of 
companies,  (b)  The  repayment  of  the 
principle  of  any  bonds  or  debentures 
issued  by  any  such  company  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
(c)  The  discharge  of  any  obligations 
incurred  by  the  Secretary  of  State  by 
reason  of  the  purchase  of  any  railway  or 
the  determination  of  any  contract  from 
or  with  such  company,  (d)  The  con- 
struction of  irrigation  works  in  India. 
(2)  A  sum  not  exceeding  £5,000,000  for 
the  general  purposes  of  the  Government 
of  India — {Mr,  Bucfianan.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered. 
Lords'  Amendment — 

''To  leave  out  the  word  *  eleven*  and  to 
insert  the  word  *  ten.' " 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Newpy)  asked  for 
some  explanation  why  this  Amendment 
was  necessary.  There  was  a  right  of 
appeal  under  Clause  11  and  not  under 
Clause  10.  The  effect  of  this  Amend- 
ment would  be  to  take  away  that  right 
of  appeal  in  Clause  II,  and  if  it  were  so 
taken  away  it  certainly  oughl  to  be 
given  in  Clause  10.  He  much  regretted 
that  no  member  of  the  Irish  executive  was 
present  to  give  some  explanation. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin 
University)  said  that  this  was  really  a 
consequential  Amendment.  As  Clause  7 
had  been  omitted  the  numerical  order  of 
the  succeeding  clauses  was  changed  and 
Clause  11  became  Clause  10.  As  the  Bill 
was,  when  it  went  before  another  place 
there  was  no  right  of  appeal  in  Clause  10 
and  it  was  never  intended  to  give  m 
right  of  appeal  under  that  Clause. 
Clause  5  did  give  a  right  of  appeal  in 
Clause  11,  and  if  Clause  7  was  struck  out 
the  Clause  necessarily  became  Clause  10. 

Lords'  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question 

put. 

Adjourned    at    Twei^-oae 
minntee    after     laeveB 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thursday,  30<A  July,  1908. 


PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Eiver  Wandle  Ihrotection  BiU  [h.l.].— 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to. 

■  London     Comity     Comicil     (General 

■  V*  Powers)  Bill ;  Gosport  Gas  Bill ;  Central 
*|  Ireland  Electric  Power  BiU ;  Padiham 
*^  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;     Criccieth 

Water  and  Improvement  BiU ;     Dover 
Itl  Graving     Docks    BiU. — Returned    from 
?»» the   Commons   with   the    Amendments, 
agreed  to. 

^1  Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council 
^  BUI  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons 
.^  with  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
-I  Lords  to  the  Amendments  made  by  the 
^  Commons,  agreed  to. 

§       Commons  Regulation  (Towyn  Trewan) 

t§^  Provisional   Order   BiU. — Brought  from 

:   e  the    Commons,   and   read    la ;       to   be 

^  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

-^  (No.  201.) 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Moved,  "That  Standing  Order  No. 
XXI.  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being 
suspended  for  this  day's  sitting ;  and 
that  the  order  for  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Old- Age  Pensions  BiU  have  pre- 
cedence of  the  other  notices  and  Orders 
of  the  Day." — {Visi^mfUWdverhamfton, ) 


^        Agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 


^  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE.     ' 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  : 
My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  that  Standing 
Order  XXXIX.  be  considered  in  order 
to  its  being  suspended  for  this  day's 
sitting.  That  enables  us  to  take  BUls 
through  more  than  one  stage,  but  I 
<iesire  to  say  that  this  power,  which 
is  so  very  ordinarily  taken,  as  noble 
Lords  opposite  know,  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  is  not  intended  to  be  unscrupu- 
lously used.   I  shall,  however,  ask  your 
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Lordships  to  deal  with  the  Irish  Univer- 
sities BiU  in  that  manner,  so  that  the 
BUI  with  any  Amendments  that  are 
made  may  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to-day. 

Moved,  "That  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting.** — 
{The  Earl  of  Crewe,) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


PRIVATE    AND    PROVISIONAL    ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILLS. 

The  ACTING  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  : 
My  Lords,  the  notice  which  stands  in  my 
name  is  one  which,  when  the  House  is 
about  to  adjourn  and  Parliament  is  not 
being  prorogued,  is  quite  usual  according 
to  precedent,  and  I  hope  your  Lordships 
vrA  agree  to  it. 

Moved,  "  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  92 
and  93  be  suspended  ;  and  that  the  time 
for  depositing  petitions  praying  to  be  heard 
against  Private  and  Provisional  Orde»: 
Confirmation  Bills,  also  the  time  for  de- 
positing Documents  relating  to  any  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  which  would  other- 
wise expire  during  the  Autimm  Recess, 
be  extended  to  the  first  day  on  which 
the  House  shall  sit  after  the  Recess." — 
{Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill. — 
Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed. 

Usk  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill ;  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional 
Order  Bill. — The  King's  consent  signified  ; 
Bills  read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Report  of  the  Consultative  Committer 
upon  the  school  attendance  of  children 
below  the  age  of  five, 

Digiltzed  by  VjOOQIC 


1635 


Small  Holdings 


{LORDS} 


and  Allotments  Bill. 


1636 


STATISTICS. 
Statistical    Abstract    for    the    United 
Kingdom  in  each  of  the  last  fifteen  years 
from  1893-1907.     Fifty-fifth  number, 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 
Returns  of  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts* 
and  working  expenditure  of  the  railway 
companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  year  1907,  with  a  general  report 
thereon  and  summary  tables  for  a  series 
of  years'. 

WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  LABOUR. 
Report  on  changes  in  rates  of  wages  and 
hours  of  labour  in  the  United  Kingdom 
in    1907,    with    comparative    statistics 
for  1898-1906. 

STRIKES  AND  LOCK-OUTS. 
Report  on  strikes  and  lock-outs  and  on 
conciliation  and   arbitration   boards   in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1907. 

NAVIGATION  AND  SHIPPING. 

Annual  Statement  of  navigation  and 
shipping  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  the 
year  1907. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND). 
Thirtieth  Report  of  the  General  Prisons 
Board  for  Ireland,  1907-1908. 

TRADE  REPORTS  :   ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No,  4075.  Brazil  (Santos). 
No.  4076.  Persia  (Bunder  Abbas  and 
Lingah). 

No.  4077.  France  (St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon). 

No.  4078.  Argentine  (Rosario). 

No.  4079.  Russia  (Finland). 

No.  4080.  Turkey  (Damascus). 

No.  4081.  China  (Chungking). 

No.  4082.  China  (Canton). 

NAVY  (PAY). 
List  of  exceptions  to  the  King's  Regula- 
tions as  to  pay,  non-effective  pay,  and 
allowances  sanctioned  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  the  Order  in 
Council  dated  19th  December,  1881, 
during  the  year  1907-1908. 


SU^MMARY    JURISDICTION    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL,  1908. 

Table  of  comparison  between  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  and  existing 
enactments. 

METROPOLITAN   POLICE   (ROYAL    COM- 
MISSION). 

Report  of  the  Com-missioners  upon  the 
duties  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  Vols. 
II.  and  IIL  Minutes  of  Evidence,  with 
Appendices  and  Index. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

FORESHORES. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  29th  July, 
1908,  directing  the  application  of  moneys 
received  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1908,  in  respect  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Crown 
on  the  foreshores  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

MERCHANT    SHIPPING    ACTS.     1894    TO     I 
1906  (DISPENSING  POWERS). 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the 
cases  in  which  they  have  exercised  their 
powers  under  Section  78  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1906,  during  the  year 
ended  31st  May,  1908. 

RAILWAY   AND    CANAL   TRAFFIC    ACT. 

1888  (Section  31). 

Tenth  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
of  proceedings  under  Section  31  of  the 
Act,  including  proceedings  upon  com- 
plaints made  under  Section  1  of  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1894. 

RAILWAY    SERVANTS    (HOURS     OF 
LABOLTl). 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting 
their  proceedings  under  the  Railwav 
Regulation  Act,  1893,  56  &  57  Vict!, 
c.  29,  during  the  year  ended  27th  July, 
1908 ;  together  with  the  appendices 
thereto. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SMALL    HOLDINGS    AND    ALLOTMENTS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments to  be  printed,  and  to  be  considered 
To-morrow.     [Nj).  200.] 
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SUMMARY     JURISDICTION     (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

PUBLIC    OFFICES    SITES    (EXTENSION) 
BILL. 

Returned    from    the    Commons    with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Joint  Commitee  that 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  allowed  to  proceed. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  and 
the  minutes  of  evidence  laid  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out. 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

♦The  chancellor  of  the  DUCHY 
(Viscount  Wolverhampton)  :  My  Lords, 
I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  forgive 
me  if  I  do  "not  trespass  upon  your  time. 
The  Bill  has  been  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  I  hope  the  House  will  consent  at 
once  to  give  it  a  Third  Reading,  so  that 
we  may  send  it  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons  as  soon  as  possible  with  a  view 
to  their  considering  the  Amendments 
which  your  Lordships  have  inserted. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
3*." — (Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES    BILL. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee." — (The 
Earl  of  Crewe.) 

♦The  Earl  of  MAYO:  My  Lords, 
before  this  Motion  is  put  and  agreed  to 
I  beg  to  ask  your  Lordships'  indulgence 
while  I  say  a  few  words  regarding  the 
speech  which  was  made  by  the  noble  Earl 
in  moving  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill.  I  feel  some  temerity  in  making 
any  such  statement  in  the  presence  of 
so  great  a  financial  expert  as  the  noble 
Viscount  who  addressed  us  last  night 
on  the  finances  of  the  Empire ;  but  I 
feel  that  I  must  take  a  plunge  into  this 


channel  of  finance.  It  is  an  Irish 
channel ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  have  some 
elucidation  from  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
There  was  very  little  discussion  upon 
this  matter  during  the  Committee  Stage 
of  the  Bill  in  another  place.  Before  I 
deal  with  the  point,  I  should  like  to  quote 
what  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the 
House  said  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  as  to  its  finance.  The  noble 
Earl  said — 

"  At  present  Queen's  colleges  each  receive 
£7,000  a  year  from  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
This  is  brought  up  by  Votes  and  allowances  to 
£13,000  in  the  case  of  Belfast,  £11,250  in  that 
of  Cork,  and  £10,600  in  that  of  Galway.  The 
Royal  University  gets  £20,000  a  year,  making 
a  total  endowment  of  £56,466. 

There  is  a  mistake  of  £1,000  in  that  addi- 
tion, but  I  will  not  quarrel  about  that. 
The  noble  Earl  continued — 

"  The  new  proposal  is  that  £20,000  of  the 
Irish  Church  surplus  is  to  be  divided  between 
the  two  Universities,  Belfast  getting  £10,000 
and  Dublin  £10,000.  In  addition  to  that 
Belfast  gets  £18,000  a  year,  Dublin  £32,000, 
Cork  £20,000,  and  Galway  £12,000,  making 
altogether  a  total  of  £102,000,  which  is  £46,544 
more  than  they  have  hitherto  been  receiving. 
As  regards  buildings,  Dublin  University  and 
college  receive  a  building  grant  of  £150,000, 
Belfast  one  of  £60,000,  Cork  £14,000,  and 
Galway  £6,000. 

I  now  come  to  the  point  as  to  which  I 
desire  to  get  some  elucidation.  The 
noble  Earl  said — 

**  Then  as  to  Dublin  the  buildings  of  the  Royal 
University,  which  cost  £77,000,  were  handed 
over,  and  the  colleges  which  formed  part  of  the 
new  University  and  cost  originally  and  with 
additions  altogether  £186,000,  makmg  a  grand 
total  of  £493,000." 

I  object  to  the  Inclusion  in  the  Estimate 
made  by  the  noble  Earl  of  the  sum  of 
£77,000  for  the  buildings  of  the  Royal 
University.  I  know  every  inch  of  these 
old  buildings,  and  they  will  have  to  be 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt.  I  maintain  that 
it  is  hardly  fair  to  take  the  old  buildings 
at  their  original  cost.  The  grand  total 
of  £493,000  refers  to  new  building  grants 
plus  the  original  cost  of  the  University 
and  colleges.  They  were  erected  in  1868 
at  a  cost  of  £77,000,  and  they  ought  now 
to  be  regarded  rather  as  a  minus  quantity, 
for  I,  personally,  would  not  give  £10  for 
them.  Then,  when  we  take  the  £186,000 
which  the  colleges  forming  part  of  the 
new  University  cost  originally  and  **with 
additions,"  I  should  like  to  ask,  what  is 
3  L  2 
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their  present  value  ?  The  buildings  are 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  old.  Is 
there  any  depreciation  ?  The  noble  Earl 
concluded — 

'*  That,  I  think,  cannot  be  said  to  be  illiberal 
finance.** 

I  should  like  to  separate  the  word 
**  illiberal  "  and  to  apply  the  first  part  of 
it  to  that  portion  of  the  finance  I  have 
spoken  of,  and  the  other  to  the  sort  of 
finance  we  are  forced  to  endure  under  the 
present  Government.  I  hope  the  noble 
Earl  will  explain  what  he  means  by 
including  the  original  cost,  because  I 
hardly  think  it  is  fair  to  make  up  a  grand 
total  in  this  way.  I  have  one  more 
question  to  ask — Where  are,  and  what 
has  been  done  with,  the  savings  of  the 
Royal  University,  amounting  to  about 
£70,000  ?  If  there  are  these  savings,  I 
think  the  money  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  University  in  Dublin.  Have  the 
Treasury,  so  to  speak,  put  this  money  in- 
tojtheir  pockets  ?  It  is  most  interesting 
to  us  Irishmen  to  know  what  has  become 
of  the  £70,000  which  this  examining 
University,  much  to  its  credit,  has  saved. 

Lord  KILLANIN  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
glad  that  my  noble  friend  Lord  Mayo  has 
availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  of 
drawing  attention  to  the  finance  of  the 
Bill,  which,  of  course,  we  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  touching  directly ;  and  I 
cannot  help  thinkmg  that  those  of  us 
who  are  really  anxious  to  see  this  new 
University  started  successfully  must  have 
grave  misgivings  as  to  the  adequacy  of 
the  funds  provided  imder  the  Bill.  I 
have  made  all  the  inquiries  I  could,  and 
from  the  information  I  have  received, 
I  think  it  will  be  practically  impossible 
to  equip  a  new  University  in  a  proper 
up-to-date  manner  for  the  sum  of 
£150,000. 

The  other  day  Lord  Curzon,  as  Chan- 
cellor of  Oxford  University,  made  an 
appeal  to  the  public  for  funds  merely 
to  fill  up  gaps  in  an  old  University,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  asked  for  no  less  a 
sum  than  £250,000.  But  we  in  Ireland 
are  to  build  a  completely  new  University, 
which  will  require  all  the  modem  and 
expensive  scientific  apparatus,  for 
£100,000  less  than  Lord  Curzon  requires 
to  bring  Oxford  University  up  to  date. 
I  think  those  figures  ought  to  suggest  to 
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the  noble  Earl  how  wholly  insuflScient 
is  the  sum  provided  for  the  new  Uni- 
versity and  college  in  Dublin.  To  my 
mind,  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
secure  for  that  sum  a  University  and 
college  worthy  of  the  important  position 
it  should  occupy  as  a  great  central  Uni- 
versity in  the  capital  of  Ireland. 

In  that  connection  I  would  remind 
the  noble  Earl  of  what  was  said  by  the 
Royal  Commission.  The  Royal  Commis- 
sion recommended  that  the  University 
should  be  established  on  a  liberal  scale, 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  unless 
it  was  done  on  an  adequate  and  im- 
pressive scale  it  need  not  be  done  at  all. 
They  added —  ^  i 

"  It  is  necessary  that  in  the  dignity  of  the 
buildings,  the  emoluments  of  the  teachers, 
and  the  equipment  of  the  institution,  it  should 
command  respect  and  enthusiasm." 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible  to  dream 
of  filling  in  any  of  that  picture  with 
the  funds  provided  under  this  BiD. 
The  noble  Earl,  in  moving  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  said  he  did  not 
think  the  finance  illiberal.  But  does 
he  think  it  liberal  ?  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  is  illiberal ;  but,  whether 
it  is  liberal  or  illiberal,  I  suggest  to 
the  noble  Earl  that  it  is  distinctly  in- 
adequate. For  the  sake  of  the  success 
of  the  scheme  I  hope  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  see  that  another 
£100,000  should  be  given  to  the  founda- 
tion of  this  new  University  and  college. 
I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  so 
much  trouble  about  it.  I  hope  the 
noble  Earl  will  not  say  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  agrees  but  that  the  Treasury 
will  not  give  the  money.  I  am  sure  the 
noble  Earl  will  admit  that  that  is  an 
absurd  argument.  The  Treasury  is  the 
servant  and  not  the  master  of  the 
Government,  and  if  the  Government 
say  that  this  money  is  necessary,  it  will, 
of  course,  be  at  once  given.  The  Govern- 
ment are  embarking  on  experimental 
legislation  and  contemplating  an  ex- 
penditure which  I  hear  estimated  at 
between  £8,000,000  and  £16,000,000  » 
year.  I  think  a  Government  that  can 
contemplate  that  expenditure  should  not 
unreasonably  object  to  giving  another 
£100,000  to  so  excellent  an  object  as  this. 
I  therefore  ask  the  noble  Earl  to  see  if  he 
cannot  do  something /in^hat^dywtion. 
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Galway  College  is,  in  my  opinion,  being 
specially  badly  treated  in  this  arrange- 
ment. That  college  is  in  the  poorest  part 
of  Ireland,  and,  therefore,  will  have  less 
chance  than  any  other  college  of  receiving 
local  assistance.  I  know  that  the  noble 
Earl  will  say  that  in  the  past  there  were 
not  a  great  number  of  students  at  Galway 
College.  I  quite  admit  that  the  number 
of  students  may  have  been  small  in  the 
past,  but  there  is  a  good  explanation  of 
that.  The  reason  Galway  College  had  so 
few  students  was  that  it  is  in  the  most 
Catholic  part  of  Ireland,  and  that  when 
the  Queen's  Colleges  were  condemned, 
students  were  advised  by  the  Catholic 
Church  not  to  go  to  it.  But  now  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  students  will 
flock  to  the  college  from  those  parts. 
Galway  College  is  to  be  a  conscituent 
college,  and  it  will  have  to  develop  itself 
in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  its 
new  position.  Its  equipment,  however,  is 
defective.  There  are  professors  there  who 
fill  four  chairs.  One  professor  is  professor 
of  history,  English,  logic,  and  meta- 
physics ;  another  is  professor  of  zoology, 
botany,  geology,  and  mineralogy.  I 
think  that  in  any  other  University  in  the 
United  Kingdom  those  subject  are 
specialised  and  distinct.  If  Galway 
College  is  to  get  on  its  legs  again  it  will 
be  necessary  to  appoint  a  number  of 
other  professors.  Let  me  compare 
Galway  College  with  Cork  College.  Cork 
had  £11,200  a  year,  and  under  the  Bill 
that  is  raised  to  JE20,000  — that  is  to  say, 
y(iu  add  £8,800  a  year  to  the  finances  of 
Cork  College.  But  in  the  case  of  Galway 
College  the  £10,600  which  it  received  is 
only  raised  to  £12,000.  Therefore,  while 
an  additional  £8,800  a  year  is  given  to 
Cork  only  £1,400  is  given  to  Galway. 
Yet  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
Galway  will  not  develop  proportionately 
even  more  than  Cork.  I  therefore  ask 
the  noble  Earl  to  consider  whether  it  is 
not  possible  to  increase  the  figure  from 
£12,000  to  £1 4,000  a  year.  I  think  that 
would  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
situation.  I  do  not  think  I  am  making 
an  excessive  demand  in  asking  that  this 
additional     money     should     be     given. 

♦The  Earl  of  CKEWE  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  who  opened  this  discussion 
made,  I  think,  no  criticism  on  the  figures 
which  I  announced  with  regard  to  the 
future  finance  of  the  colleges  so  far  as 
their  yearly  income  was  concerned. 


♦The  Earl  of  MAYO :  I  said  the 
figures  were  correct. 

♦The  Earl  of  CrlEWE  :  The  noble 
Lord  not  only  said  the  figures  were 
correct,  but  he  kindly  repeated  them. 
But  it  was  on  the  question  of  the 
building  grants  in  which  he  joined  issue 
with  me  to  some  extent.  I  carefully 
guarded  myself,  I  think,  in  what  I  said 
from  allowing  it  to  be  supposed  that   I 

fave  the  values  of  £77,000  for  the  Royal 
Fniversity  and  £186,000  odd  for  the 
Queen's  Colleges  as  their  existing  value. 
I  said  that  it  was  what  they  cost.  The 
noble  Earl  joins  issue  with  me  on  that, 
and  says  that  if  these  buildings  were  put 
into  the  market  nobody  would  give  that 
for  them.  You  have  to  consider  for  what 
purposes  buildings  are  used.  It  is  not 
the  value  they  might  be  to  anybody,  but 
the  value  they  might  be  to  a  University. 
I  do  not  know  what  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
would  sell  for  if  put  up  for  sale,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  great  value  of 
the  buildings  there  for  the  particular 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed. 
The  noble  Earl  said  that  all  the  buildings 
were  old.  My  recollection  certainly  of 
some  of  the  buildings  of  the  Royal 
University  in  Dublin  is  that  they  are 
in  an  exceedingly  good  condition.  The 
laboratories,  which,  if  I  remember  right, 
are  only  used  now  for  examining  pur- 
poses, are  undoubtedly  the  beat  in  Dublin, 
and  they  form  a  very  valuable  asset 
indeed  of  the  new  University.  Then 
as  regards  the  Queen's  Colleges,  these 
buildings,  the  noble  Lord  said,  were 
thirty  or  forty  years  old.  But  many 
of  them  are  extremely  good  build- 
ings. It  is  impossible  to  value  these 
things  at  the  value  of  the  moment. 
Buildings  of  that  kind,  set  apart  for  a 
special  purpose,  have  not  got  a  market 
value.  All  you  can  say  is  that  they  are 
of  a  certain  value  for  the  purpose  to 
which  they  are  to  be  devoted  under  this 
Bill,  and  it  is  relevant  to  state  the  total 
sum  of  money  which  is  to  be  applied  for 
University  education  in  Ireland  under 
this  Bill,  and  to  mention  the  cost  price, 
stating,  as  I  did,  that  it  is  the  cost  price, 
of  these  buildings.  Then  as  regards  the 
£70,000  of  the  Royal  University,  that 
£70,000  will  be  available  for  the  super- 
annuation of  the  present  officers,  and  if 
the  noble  Earl  will  look  at  Claase  14  of 
the  Bill,  subsection  2  (a),  he  will  see 
that   the   Commissioners    may    make    a 
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scheme  for  certain  purposes,  and  the 
£70,000  under  that  scheme  will  be  set 
apart  for  meeting  the  claims  of  existing 
officers. 

♦The  Earl  OF  MAYO:  Is  that  stated 
in  the  Bill  ? 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  It  will  be 
stated  in  the  scheme. 

♦The  Earl  of  MAYO :  Then  it  will  be 
pin  money  for  the  Commissioners  to  do 
what  they  like  with. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  So  much  less, 
therefore,  has  to  be  spent  out  of  the  sum 
voted,  or  out  of  the  general  means  of  the 
University  in  satisfying*  those  claims 
which  have  to  be  met  under  the  Bill. 
Then  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Killanin, 
joined  issue  with  us  as  to  the  general 
finance  of  the  Bill,  and  he  said  that  we 
are  behaving  in  an  otherwise  than  liberal 
manner  towanls  Ireland.  I  quite  agree 
that  this  Irish  University  is  not  to  be 
judged  by  the  rules  which  apply  to  Uni- 
versities in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales. 
We    have    all    agreed    that  under    the 

rcial  circumstances  it  is  necessary  to 
^ote  to  this  purpose  sums  of  public 
money  which  we  should  never  think  of 
applying  in  the  case  of  the  other  three 
countries  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I 
do  not  think  that  that  fact  necessarily 
means  that  we  are  bound  to  institute  a 
University  which,  in  all  respects,  is  going 
to  leap  into  existence  fully  armed  as  a 
rival  to  any  other  University  in  the  three 
kingdoms.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
anything  in  the  circumstances  of  Ireland 
which  absolves  Ireland  from  the  neces- 
sity of  contributing,  according  to  its 
means,  to  this  University.  Ireland  is 
spoken  of  as  a  poor  country.  In  a  sense 
it  is  a  poor  country.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  poor  people  in  it,  but  there 
are  a  considerable  number  of  well-to-do, 
and  for  various  purposes,  as  we  know, 
large  sums  of  money  can  be  raised  in 
Ireland.  We  fully  admit  that  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  make  it  necessary,  if 
this  scheme  is  to  succeed  at  all,  that  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  should  be 
found,  but  we  certainly  do  look  to  Ire- 
land to  follow  the  example,  in  particular, 
of  Wales,  which  is  not  a  rich  country, 
and  where  the  subscriptions  of  quite  poor 
people  have  been  devoted  to  these  edu- 
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cational  objects,  and  we  do  not  think  t^t 
that  is  by  any  means  an  unreasonable  or 
unjust  claim  to  make.  Therefore,  when 
the  noble  Lord  talks  in  an  airy  way  of 
another  £100,000,  I  think  that  is  a  ooa- 
sideration  which  has  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
Of  course,  these  are  all  matters  of  opinion ; 
but  I  still  maintain,  and  I  appeal  to  noble 
Lords  who  do  not  come  from  Ireland, 
with  some  confidence,  that  the  finance  of 
this  Bill  is  not  of  an  illiberal  character. 
The  noble  Lord,  in  his  character  of  "  the 
man  for  Galway  " — a  well-known  phrase 
— ^very  properly  spoke  up  for  his  local 
college.  I  have  a  very  pleasant  recollec- 
tion of  the  Queen's  College  at  Gral- 
way.  The  buildings  are  both  sub- 
stantial and  ornamental,  and  I  know  that 
the  education  that  is  carried  on  there 
has  been  of  a  high  grade,  and  that  the 
general  business  of  the  college  has  been 
carried  out  with  great  devotion  by  the 
professors.  As  to  the  precise  merits  of 
the  allocation  which  has  been  made  as 
between  the  four  colleges,  I  confess  I  am 
not  entirely  competent  to  speak ;  but  I 
think  it  is  pretty  clear,  from  the  course 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  has  taken  in 
allocating  more  of  the  new  grant  to  Cork 
than  to  Galway,  that  he  did  consider 
that  the  capacity  of  extension  in  Cork 
was  somewhat  greater  than  the  capacity 
in  Galway.  On  that  he  has  undoubtedly 
been  advised  by  those  best  competent  to 
judge,  and  at  this  time  of  the  day  it 
would  be  useless  to  ask  him  to  reconsider 
this  point.  Personally  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  Galway  had  had  a  little 
more,  but  it  is  useless  to  proceed  further 
with  the  matter  at  this  stage. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

[Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  in  the 
Chair.] 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
moved  to  omit  from  subsection  (3)  the 
words — 

'*  And  proviBion  shall  be  made  by  anv  sacb 
new  charter  or  alteration  of  an  existing  charter 
for  adequate  representation  of  graduates  and 
professors  on  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
f onfttituent  colleges. ' 
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^nd  to  insert  the  following    new  sub- 
section— 

"  (4)  In  every  charter  granted  under  this 
Act  by  which  a  governing  body  is  constituted 
for  a  constituent  college,  provision  shall  be 
made  by  which  those  members  who  are  officers 
of  the  college,  together  with  those  who  are 
elected  by  either  the  Senate  of  the  University 
or  the  graduates  of  the  University  who  are 
members  of  the  college,  shall  jointly  amount 
to  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  total  number 
of  such  governing  body,  exclusive  of  any 
co-opted  members  who  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
four  in  number.'* 

He  said  his  primary  object  in  moving 
the  Amendment  was  to  decrease  the 
element  on  the  governing  bodies  of  the 
new  Universities  which  was  not  chosen 
by  the  colleges  themselves.  He  believed 
that  as  the  Bill  was  introduced  the 
Gk)vemment  retained  complete  freedom 
«s  to  what  should  be  done  in  future 
•charters,  but  as  a  result  of  an  Amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Butcher  in  the  other 
House  the  words  which  he  now  desired 
to  strike  out  were  inserted.  He  would 
for  a  moment  draw  a  parallel  between 
Ireland  and  England  in  this  matter. 
There  was  a  college  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge  which  had  the  privilege  of 
reckoning  amongst  the  most  distinguished 
of  her  sons  the  noble  Earl  the  leader  of 
their  Lordships'  House.  Let  them 
imagine  that  a  new  statute  of  that 
•college  was  lying  upon  the  Table  of 
their  Lordships*  House  and  that  some 
Member  of  the  House  moved  to  alter 
the  constitution,  so  that  30  per  cent,  of 
the  governing  body  should  be  nominated 
by  the  county  councils  of  Cambridge  and 
three  neighbouring  counties  and  that 
45  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  governing 
body  of  the  college  should  consist  of 
people  not  chosen  by  the  college  at  all 
but  nominated  from  outside.  He  would 
certainly  hesitate  himself  to  submit  any 
such  Motion,  for  he  could  imagine  the 
dressing  down  he  would  receive  at  the 
hands  of  the  noble  Pkrl.  Yet  that  was 
^n  exact  parallel  with  the  scheme  now 
proposed  for  these  colleges.  The  central 
idea  with  which  he  approached  the 
Amendment  was  that  of  trying  to  set 
up  an  atmosphere  in  the  college  founded 
upon  esprit  de  corps  and  pride  in  the 
-college,  which  could  only  grow  from  a 
consciousness  of  membership  of  a  complete 
entity  ruling  itself.  He  should  have 
preferred  no  representation  whatever  of 
municipal  authorities,  but,  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  urged  that  it  was  all-important 


that  local  interest  should  grow  up  in 
those  colleges,  he  proposed  in  his 
Amendment  that  the  u  niversity  plus  the 
graduates  and  professors  should  have 
two-thirds  of  the  representation  on  the 
governing  body  of  a- college,  and  that 
the  outside  element  should  amount  to 
one-third.  Under  the  Government 
scheme  the  representation  of  the  Uni- 
versity and  the  college  on  the  governing 
body  in  Dublin  would  be  sixteen  and 
of  outside  influence  fourteen.  At  Cork 
the  academic  representation  would  be 
thirteen  and  the  outside  element 
eleven,  while  at  Galway  the  propor- 
tion would  be  twelve  to  eleven. 
In  each  case  the  academic  element  was 
allowed  a  majority,  though  nearly  the 
smallest  the  Government  could  give  it. 
His  Amendment  provided  for  twenty- 
three  academic  and  peven  outside  repre- 
sentatives at  Dublin,  and  eighteen  and 
six  respectively  in  the  cases  of  Cork  and 
Galway.  It  might  be  asked,  "  Why  are 
you  trying  to  cut  down  those  nominated 
by  the  Crown  ? "  He  was  not,  but  it  was 
perfectly  reasonable  to  count  those  nom- 
inated by  the  Crown  in  the  non-academic 
element.  He  thought  it  was  very 
unlikely  that  they  would  be  an  academic 
element.  His  Majesty's  present  advisers 
in  Ireland  were  not  always  happy  in  the 
appointments  they  made  to  particular 
posts.  He  noticed  in  a  copy  of  the 
newspaper  Sinn  Fein,  the  organ  of  an  ex- 
treme body  of  opinion  in  Ireland,  dated 
the  previous  November,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  four  very  important 
judicial  appointments,  the  qualifications  of 
those  appointed  being,  more  or  less,  but 
principally  less,  legal,  but  they  all 
happened  to  be  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  Freeman^s  Journal.  If  the  Chief 
Secretary  went  for  his  judicial  appoint- 
ments to  the  staff  of  the  Freeman^ s  Journal 
he  thought  their  Lordships  were  justified 
in  being  a  little  nervous  as  to  where  his 
appointments  would  come  from  to  the 

foverning  bodies  of  these  colleges. 
[e  might  be  asked  why  be  objected 
to  large  municipal  representation.  He 
was  informed  that  until  quite  recently 
the  important  town  of  Oxford  existed 
solely  on  the  sufferance  of  the  Univer- 
sity, and  he  believed  that  until  quite 
recently  it  was  necessary  for  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  town  to  attend 
before  the  University  once  a  year,  bare- 
headed and  kneeling,  in  order  to  pray 
humbly    that    the    important    town    of 
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Oxford  might  be  allowed  to  exist  for 
another  twelve  months — a  leave  which 
was  always  given.  He  did  not  pretend 
that  the  outward  and  visible  sign  of  this 
ceremony  was  anything  else  than  ridicu- 
lous, but  it  fairly  illustrated  what  was 
the  proper  relation  of  a  municipal 
authority  to  a  seat  of  learning.  He 
submitted  that  the  30  per  cent,  represen- 
tation which  was  given  to  municipal 
authorities  upon  these  governing  bodies 
was  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  needs  of 
the  case.  County  councils  in  Ireland 
were  very  active  agents  of  political 
parties,  and  it  would  be  regrettable  if 
these  new  seats  of  learning  were  to  be 
turned  into  political  machines. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  2,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  them '  to  the  end  of  the  snbseotion  and 
to  insert  the  following  new  subsection : 

"  (4)  In  every  charter  granted  under  this  Act 
by  which  a  governing  bwly  is  constituted  for  a 
constituent  college,  provision  shall  be  made  by 
which  those  members  who  are  officers  of  the 
college,  together  with  those  who  are  elected 
by  either  the  senate  of  the  UniverMty  or  the 
graduates  of  the  University  who  are  members 
of  the  college,  shall  jointly  amount  to  at  least 
three-fourths  of  the  total  number  of  such 
governing  body,  exclusive  of  any  co-opted 
members,  who  shall  in  no  case  exceed  four  in 
number.*" — {The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE :  This  is  an 
Amendment  on  a  point  of  great  interest, 
and  undoubtedly  a  point  of  very  consider- 
able complexity ;  all  the  more  so  because 
it  seems  quite  impossible  to  lay  down  any 
principle — so  far  experience  guides  us — 
as  to  what  the  position  of  these  governing 
bodies  ought  to  be.  You  take  one  class 
of  University  and  you  find  argument  on 
the  side  of  the  noble  Lord.  You  take 
another  class  of  University,  and  you  find 
argument  in  the  other  direction.  The 
noble  Earl  asked  what  I  should  think  if 
there  was  a  question  of  altering  the 
constitution  of  my  old  college.  w£at  he 
said  is  perfectly  true.  The  old  English 
Universities  are,  no  doubt,  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  any  kind  of  civic  representa- 
tion. Civic  representation  was  hardly 
realised  when  the  colleges  which  comprise 
the  great  Universities  were  founded,  and 
although  modifications  of  all  kinds  have 
taken  place  in  their  constitution,  yet  that 
particular  element  has  not  been  intro- 
duced. The  same  applies  to  the  Univer- 
sities in  Scotland.  In  the  case  of  the 
Scottish  Universities  there  is  some  slight 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore, 


and  almost  nominal  municipal  representa- 
tion ;  but,  take  them  altogether,  they  are 
no  doubt  almost  purely  academic  in  their 
governing  bodies.     But  when  you  look  at 
the  modern    English    Universities     you 
come  to  an  entirely   different  state    of 
things.     The  supreme  body  of  the  great 
modern  English  Universities  is  the  court- 
Well,  the  court  of  those  Universities  has 
a  very  small  academic  element  upon  it. 
There  are  members  of  the  various  local 
authorities,     members     representing     all 
sorts  of  scientific  and  other  interests,  and 
members    appointed    in    respect    of    the 
offices  they  hold ;  but  the  actual  academic 
element  is  very  small.  The  court  is  the  great 
legislative  body  for  these   Universitiee. 
The  same  thing  applies  to  their  executive. 
Their  executive  body  is  the  council,  and 
there,  again,  the  academic  element  fonns 
a  small  minority  of  the  total  number. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that,  so  far  as  the 
internal  administration  of  a  college  goes, 
that  is  confided  to  academic  hands  ;  bat 
that  will  equally  be  the  case  with  these 
new  colleges.      The  academic  council  will 
be  the  body  which  will  manage  the  actual 
daily  work  of  the  college,  and  it  is  only 
with  questions  of  principle  and  of  what 
may  be  called  constitutional  changes  that 
these  governing  bodies  will  be  concerned. 
The  problem  which  the  Government  had 
to  consider  in  dealing  with  this  matter 
was,  no  doubt,  a  different  one  from  any 
other.      The   Queen's  Colleges    have   to 
some   extent  served  their  localities,  bat 
they   have   not,   except  in  the   case   of 
Belfast  which,  I  think,  has  been  subscribed 
to,  aroused  any  local  support.     I  do  not 
think  the  noble  Lord  will  contradict  me 
there.    One  of  the  reasons  has  been  that  all 
their  officers  have  been  nominated  by  the 
Crown,  and  that,  I  quite  agree,  is  by  no 
means  a   happy  state    of    things.      Our 
idea  in  reconstituting  these  colleges  was 
that    they    should    rouse    the    greatest 
possible  degree  of  local  interest.     They 
are  not — I  so  far  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord — constituted  and  endowed  on  a  scale 
that  is  intended  to  make  them  indepen- 
dent of  local  support.    We  do  not  profess 
that  they  should  be ;    and  in  oider  to 
secure  that  local  support,  it  cei-tainly  did 
seem  very    important    to    us     that     a 
large  element  representing  the  different 
neighbourhoods  should  be  placed  on  the 
governing  body.     I  wish  to  repeat  once 
more,  because  it  is  important  to  remember 
it,  that  the  actual  affiurs  of  the  college 
will     be     managed     by     the     academic 
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Those  persons  representing  the 
county  council  and  other  bodies  will 
have  to  come  a  considerable  distance, 
a  ad  I  know  how  it  is  on  the  courts  of 
Universities.  A  great  many  of 
members  only  attend  when  some 
specially  large  question  is  under  considera- 
tion. Some  people  do  not  go  that  far, 
and  therefore  I  think  it  is  not  safe  to 
assume  that  these  people  will  be  con- 
tinually busying  themselves  with  the 
minor  affairs  of  the  college,  or  that  they 
will  in  any  way  assist  to  create  what  the 
noble  Earl  is  afraid  of — a  political  atmos- 
phere, or  an  unacademic  frame  of  mind. 
This  is  a  question,  no  doubt,  on  which 
different  opinions  are  certain  to  be  held. 
The  noble  Earl  has  admitted  the  idea  of 
municipal  and  outside  representation,  and 
therefore  we  need  not  argue  that  point 


culty  by  saying  it  was  a  question  of 
numbers,  as  nearly  everything  connected 
with  these  topics  was  a  question  of 
numbers.  There  was  no  comparison 
between  the  size  of  the  local  representa- 
tion on  the  governing  bodies  of  the  new 
English  Universities  and  that  proposed 
in  the  Bill.  Was  it  reasonable  to  give 
the  great  controlling  power  to  those 
who  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  a 
University  training  and  scholastic  know- 
ledge ?  Was  it  wise  to  start  the  college* 
with  such  a  large  representation  of  the 
local  authorities  as  to  expose  the  whole 
machine  to  the  danger  of  their  over- 
control  1  He  admitted  that  the  question 
was  difficult  and  delicate  and  a  question 
of  numbers,  but  the  point  was  that  the^^ 
Government's  figures  were  too  high. 
They    did     not    work    out    a    delicate 


Then  it  comes  to  be  a  question  of  numbers.  '  problem  in  a  way  that  showed  that  they 
Unlike,   remember,  the  modern  English  '  recognised  its  delicacy. 
Universities,  we  are  giving  these  councils 
a  very  distinct  academic  majority,  and,  ' 
that  being  so,  I  cannot  think  that  there 


is  any  real  argument  to  be  used  against 
the  number  of  those  who  are  to  represent 
the  particular  municipality.  They  repre- 
sent people  over  a  very  wide  area,  as  a 
rule   one  for  each  body,  and  if  you  cut 


♦The  Earl  of  MAYO  assured  the  noble 
Earl  the  Leader  of  the  House  that  they 
had  no  rooted  fear  of  county  councils  in 
Ireland.  He  thought  they  did  their 
county  work  very  well,  but  it  was  another 
question  when  it  was  proposed  to  give 
them  such  large   representation  on  the 


them  down  I  am  not  quite  sure  whom  you  '  governing    body   of   a   new   University 


will  exclude.  It  means  that  you  leave 
out  the  representative  of  some  one  par- 
ticular county,  and  although  I  quite  admit 
that  there  are  two  sides  to  this  question, 
yet  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  not  per 
severe  with  his  Amendment,  principally 
on  this  ground  that  these  constitutions  do 
not  appear  in  the  Act  but  in  the  charter. 

If  it  should  be  found,  which  personally 

seems  to  me  almost  incredible,  that  the  \  rooted  distrust  of  those  nominated  by  the 
working  of  these  colleges  should  be  in  any  j  Crown,  notwithstanding  that  they  heard 
way  interfered  with  by  the  presence  of  j  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
this  municipal  element,  which  we  believe  i  recentlytojudicialpositions  were  connected 
to  be  all  for  the  good,  it  will  be  open  to  ;  with  the  Freenuin^s  Journal.  He  contended 
those  concerned  to  apply  for  a  modification  j  that  when  once  the  charter  was  granted  it 
of  the  charter.  I  do  not  expect  noble  ;  was  exceedingly  diflSicult  to  get  it  altered^ 
Lords  opposite   to   look  at  it  precisely  j  Mr.  Birrell  had  stated  that  he  was  dis* 


Therefore,  he  welcomed  the  noble  Earl's 
admission  that  there  were  two  sides  ta 
this  question.    He  had  no  rooted  fear 

*Th2  E\rl  op  CREWE  :  I  do  not 
think  i  said  anything  about  rooted  fear. 
I  said  rooted  distrust. 

♦The  Eakl  op  MAYO  said  he  had  no 


in  the  way  we  do,  because  they  entertain 
a  very  rooted  distrust  of  the  county 
councils,  and,  therefore,  I  can  appreciate 
a  certain  dread  which  they  feel  of  the 
considerable  number  of  members  of  these 


posed  to  place  the  constitution  of  the 
governing  bodies  in  the  charters  instead 
of  in  the  Act  itself,  because  this  was  an 
experiment  and  he  preferred  to  proceed 
by  way  of  charter  which  could  be  easily 


numbers  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  be 
induced  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  agreed  that 
the  question  was  a  difficult  and  delicate 
one.     They  could  not  get  rid  of  a  diffi- 


bodies ;  but  as  it  is  only  a  jquestion  of  j  modified  without  the  risks  and  dangers 

attendant  upon  getting  a  measure  through 
both  Houses  of  rarliament.  For  himself 
he  would  rather  have  the  criticism  of 
Parliament  and  the  necessity  for  a  Bill 
than  that  the  provision  should  be  placed 
in  the  charter,  for  it  was  an  extremely 
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troublesome  and  difficult  matter  to  get  a 
<iharter  modified.  If  the  noble  Earl 
divided  upon  his  Amendment  he  would 
support  him.  He  was  of  opinion  that  no 
fair  comparison  could  be  made  between  a 
modem  English  University,  upon  the 
governing  body  of  which  the  academic 
element  was  small,  and  the  Irish  Univer- 
sities. The  members  elected  by  the 
county  councils  would  give  to  the  govern- 
ing bodies  a  strong  political  complexion, 
and  there  was  a  danger  of  political 
questions  of  a  very  acute  nature  being 
introduced  into  the  composition  of  those 
bodies.  The  noble  Earl  had  said  it  was 
desirable  to  introduce  local  interest ;  but 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  they 
would  have  parochial  interests,  and  all 
sorts  of  jobbery  would  be  brought  in, 
and  discussions  would  arise  upon  matters 
which  ought  to  be  academically  treated  by 
an  academically-elected  body. , 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Mar- 
quess of  Ripon)  said  the  noble  Earl  who 
had  moved  this  Amendment  had  been 
very  frank  and  had  admitted  that,  if  he 
had  his  way,  he  would  get  rid  of  the 
representatives  of  local  bodies  altogether. 
That  was  the  spirit,  though  not  the  exact 
wording,  of  the  noble  Earl's  Amendment. 
The  experience  which  he  (Lord  Ripon) 
had  gained  in  connection  with  building 
up  Leeds  University  satisfied  him  of  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  increasingly  large 
assistance  from  local  bodies  in  such  an 
enterprise,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
obtain  such  aid  unless  the  local  bodies 
were  encouraged  by  being  given  a  fair 
share  of  representation  upon  the  govern- 
ing bodies.  He  thought  the  introduction 
of  a  local  representative  element  would 
do  much  to  help  towards  the  success  of 
the  Irish  Universities.  He  believed  that 
if  the  representatives  of  local  interests 
were  reduced  to  one-fourth  it  would  be 
merely  a  first  step  to  their  being  got  rid 
of  altogether,  and  he  could  not  think  that 
that  would  help  the  success  of  this  great 
and  noble  experiment. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  who  leads  the 
House  admitted  very  frankly  that  this 
question  was  a  complicated  and  difficult 
one,  and  he  said  that  the  difficulty  of 
dealing  with  it  was  increased  because  we 
had  no  analogies  and  no  experience  to 
guide  us.  I  rather  agree  with  him  in  so 
far  as   his  argument  is  founded  on  the 

The  Earl  of  Mayo. 


absence  of    analogies,   because  I    think 
that  an  analogy  drawn  between   these 
new  Universities  in  Ireland,  and  the  old 
Universities  with  which  we  are  familiar 
would  be  a  misleading  one  ;  and  when  I 
heard  the  noble  Marquess  who  spoke  last 
cite  the  case  of  a  younger  University 
with  which  he  is  connected,  the  University 
of  Leeds,  I  almost  ventured  to  tell  him 
that    I    doubt    extremely    whether    an 
analogy  drawn  from  the  local  bodies  of 
Yorkshire  is  one  which  counts  for  much 
when  you  are  dealing  with  local  bodies  in 
parts  of  Ireland.     As  for  our  absence  of 
experience,  I  think  that  argument  is  not 
so  strong.     We  have  experience,  and  a 
great  deal  of  experience,  of  the  manner  in 
which   Irish  local  bodies  conduct   their 
affairs,  and  it  is  no  use  mincing  words  in 
regard  to  such  a  subject.     We  know  that 
they  do  manage  their  affairs  in  a  political, 
and,   I  am   afraid,   a  strongly   partisan 
spirit.     My  noble  friend,  very  rightly,  I 
think,  suggests  that  it  is  not  desirable 
that  these  partisan  bodies  should  be  too 
powerfully  represented  upon  the  govern- 
ing bodies  of  the  colleges,  and  I  certainly 
agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  the  pro- 
portion of  members  assigned  to  them  is 
very  much  too  strong.     It  is  a  number 
which  would  probably  in  many  cases  turn 
the  scale.     Does  the  noble  Earl  believe 
for  one  moment  that  these  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  governing  bodies  will   really 
be  selected  upon  purely  academic  grounds  t 
I    for    one    am    quite     unable    to    put 
myself  in    that   frame  of  mind,   and  I 
would  point  this  out,  that  in  the  case  of 
the  governing  body  of  the  Dublin  College 
no  less  than  eight  members  are  to  be 
selected  by  the  General  Council  of  County 
Councils.     We  know    something    about 
the  General  Council  of  County  Councils. 
It  was  a  body  which  in  its  inception  was 
intended  to  be  of  a  more  or  less  impartial 
and     non-political     character.       Several 
well-known  Irishmen,  one  or  two  Members 
of  this  House,  were  at  first  connected 
with  it,  and  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in 
its  proceedings;  but,  as  time  went  on, 
affairs  were  so  conducted  as  to  make  it 
absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  retain 
their  connection  with  this  council,  and  it 
is  now  a  purely  partisan  body.  The  noble 
Earl  told  us — I  think  I  correctly  appre- 
hended what  he  said — that  the  matter  did 
not  signify   so  much  because  what  he 
called  strict  academic  questions  would  be 
dealt  with  by  the  academic  council.    But 
I  would   ask  the  noble  Earl  to  bear  in 
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mind  these  two  points.  He  says  that  the 
governing  bodies  have  only  to  do  with 
large  questions  of  policy.  But  am  I 
wrong  in  believing  that  the  governing 
bodies  virtually  elect  the  professors  ?  Is 
it  not  the  fact  that  the  governing  bodies 
have  to  put  forward  three  names  from 
which  the  choice  must  be  mf  de.  That  is 
not  a  question  of  policy,  that  is  a  question 
of  patronage,  and  it  is  exactly  the  kind 
of  question  which  I  believe 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  Perhaps 
**  policy  "  was  not  exactly  the  right  word 
to  use.  What  I  meant  was  that  the 
daily  life  of  the  college  and  the  atmos- 
phere, of  which  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
spoke,  did  not  seem  to  me  to  fall  within 
the  purview  of  these  bodies  so  much  as  of 
an  academic  body. 


The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  still  think  my  argument  is  a 
sound  one,  and  that  the  bodies  which 
are  charged  with  the  election  of 
professors,  are  bodies  which  ought,  if 
possible,  to  be  constituted  on  purely 
academical  grounds.  What  you  really 
want  is  academical  strength,  and  that,  I 
think,  will  be  best  gained  by  keeping  out, 
so  far  as  you  can,  purely  partisan  spirit. 
But  I  do  not  want  to  prolong  this  dis- 
cussion. I  do  not  know  whether  my 
noble  friend  would  be  wise  in  pressing 
this  Amendment  if  it  is  ^eatly  objected 
to  by  His  Majesty's  Government ;  but  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  noble  J^arl  whether 
he  will  not  keep  an  open  mind  on  the 
subject  to  this  extent,  that  he  might 
accept,  perhaps,  instead  of  the  larger 
number  given  by  my  noble  friend,  a 
smaller  number — ^let  us  say,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  two-thirds, 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  am  afraid 
1  am  not  in  a  position  to  accept  anything 
on  this  point ;  but  if  the  noble  Earl  likes 
to  insert  that  figure  in  this  House,  it  will 
remain  with  my  right  hon.  friend  in  the 
other  House  to  see  whether  he  will  accept 
it  or  not. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDlIRLEY 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  accept 
the  Amendment.  There  were,  he  thought, 
few  persons  in  their  Lordships'  House, 
who,  if  they  had  a  free  hand,  would  not 
make  the  composition  of  the  governing 
bodies  very  different  from  what  was  pro- 
posed.    They   were    not  engaged  in  an 
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academic  discussion,  but  in  a  political 
discussion,  for  nobody  doubted  that  the 
composition  of  these  governing  bodies 
had  oeen  drawn  up  on  political  grounds 
in  order  to  conciliate  that  body  of  opinion 
which  had  to  be  conciliated  in  this 
matter.  He  was  a  member  of  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  University  of  Wales,  and 
on  that  body  there  was  a  large  municipal 
representation ;  he  believed  twenty-six 
members  of  the  court  of  the  University 
were  chosen  by  the  counties  and 
county  boroughs.  He  thought  that  where 
people  were  keen  about  education  an 
admixture  of  the  municipal  element  might 
be  useful.  In  Scotland  they  had  had 
experience  of  both  forms  of  Government. 
Years  ago  Edinburgh  University  was 
governed  by  the  town  council,  and 
Glasgow  University  by  the  professors ; 
and  an  essay  written  by  Sir  William 
Hamilton  was  adverse  to  government  by 
the  professors  and  favourable  to  govern- 
ment by  the  municipality.  Therefore 
municipal  government  was  not  necessarily 
bad.  On  the  Second  Reading  noble 
Lords  opposite  united  in  most  enthiosiastic 
and  emphatic  approbation  of  this  Bill, 
which  they  thought  would  lead  to  a  settle- 
ment of  a  vexed  question  in  Ireland.  He 
would  ask  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  press  the 
Amendment  and  so,  perhaps,  prevent 
this  scheme  from  being  accepted  as  a 
settlement  of  the  University  question, 
not  because  it  was  the  best,  but  because 
it  was  the  only  possible  solution  that 
could  secure  anything  like  unanimity. 


The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  hoped 
that  after  what  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, his  noble  friend  would  not  press 
the  Amendment.  If  he  did,  and  His 
Majesty's  Government  did  not  accept  it, 
he  would  feel  compelled  to  vote  with  His 
Majesty's  Government.  It  was  of  vital 
importance  to  associate  local  opinion  with 
this  scheme.  The  real  ground  of  the 
Amendment  seemed  to  be  the  apprehen- 
sion that  the  local  authorities,  the  county 
councils,  could  not  be  trusted  to  fulfil  the 
duties  which  this  Bill  would  put  upon 
them.  He  could  only  speak  personally  of 
one  county  council,  on  which  he  sat  for 
nine  years,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
political  opinions  of  the  majority,  who 
were  Home  Rulers,  ever  interfered  in  the 
slightest  degree  with  the  way  in  which 
they  conducted  public  business,  and  he 
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did  not  think  it  was  quite  fair  to  say  that 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind  they  would  allow 
their  political  opinion  to  influence  them. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
they  all  recognised  the  special  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  and  did  not  desire  to 
dissociate  local  interest  from  these  colleges. 
All  they  had  urged  was  that  too  much 
representation  was  being  given  to  munici- 
palities as  compared  with  the  representa- 
tion given  to  the  college  itself.  If  he  did 
not  press  the  Amendment,  would  the 
noble  Earl  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether,  in  issuing  these  charters,  this 
point  might  not  be  reconsidered  with  a 
view,  not,  if  they  liked,  to  diminishing 
the  municipal  representation,  but  to 
giving  the  college  itself  a  little  larger 
representation  than  what  was  being 
offered  to  it  now  1 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  I  will,  of 
course,  lay  that  point  before  my  right 
hon.  friend. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Lord  CLONBROGK  moved  an 
Amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
empower  "  The  Commissioners  and,  after 
che  powers  of  the  Commissioners  deter- 
mine," the  Senate  of  the  University,  to 
proceed  to  the  recognition  of  any  college. 
They  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
these  Commissioners  would  be  selected 
with  great  care,  and  that  they  would  be 
eminent  men  possessing  considerable 
knowledge  of  all  University  matters. 
Therefore,  without  throwing  any  slight 
upon  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  might 
fairly  be  said  that  the  Commissioners 
would  be  in  a  better  position  to  proceed 
in  this  matter  than  a  newly  elected 
Senate.  Their  power  of  recognition 
could  be  most  usefully  exercised  in  the 
case  of  the  Royal  College  of  Science  in 
Dublin,  and  in  that  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons.  It  would  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  new  University  that 
the  College  of  Science  should  be  afiiliated. 
Their  laboratory  and  plant  would  be  most 
useful  to  the  University  in  its  future 
work.  The  Royal  Commission  presided 
over  by  Lord  Robertson  recommended 
the  affiliation  of  the  College  of  Science, 
although  they  were  opposed  to  affiliation 
generally.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  His 
Alajesty^s  Government  would  consent  to 
the  insertion  of  these  words. 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven. 


Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  which' 
to  insert  the  words  'the  Commistsioners,  wad 
after  the  powers  of  the  Commiaaioners  to 
determine.*" — {Lord  Clonbroek.) 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE ;  I  am  afraid 
we  cannot  accept  the  Amendment.  I 
quite  understand  the  motives  which  have 
actuated  the  noble  Lord  in  proposing  it ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  rather  an 
anomalous  course  to  take.  These  Com- 
missioners are  a  temporary  body ;  they 
include  several  people  who  have  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  Ireland,  and  who 
will,  I  conceive,  cease  to  have  any  con- 
nection with  these  L^niversities  when 
their  work  is  done.  In  those  circum- 
stances it  seems  an  anomalous  and  strange 
thing  to  place  this  recognition  in 
their  hands  rather  than  in  the  bands  of 
the  Senate,  which  is  to  l>e  the  regular 
governing  body  of  the  University.  It  is 
perfectly  right  that  these  experienced 
men  should  have  the  power  of  drawing  up 
the  statutes,  those  statutes  including  the 
general  principles  on  which  recognition 
should  take  place ;  but  when  it  comes  to 
deciding  whether  or  not  a  particular 
college  should  or  should  not  be  recognised, 
it  seems  to  us  only  possible  to  leave  that 
to  the  permanent  governing  body  of  the 
University. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  itr  was,  of 
course,  for  the  Government  to  decide  how 
they  would  work  their  own  scheme.  But, 
personally,  he  thought  the  proposal  of  his 
noble  friend  was  a  reasonable  one,  and 
that  it  provided  a  means  of,  if  he  might 
say  so,  getting  this  University  on  its  legs 
in  the  quickest  possible  way.  The  noble 
Lord  had  mentioned  the  Royal  College 
of  Science.  He  believed  that  it  womd 
be  expedient  for  the  new  University 
to  recognise  that  college  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  It  was  fully  equipped, 
and  he  would  have  thought  the  matter 
one  worthy  of  immediate  and  prompt 
attention. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  moved  an 
Amendment  providing  that  the  Univer- 
sity might  "  by  statute  "  give  recognition 
to  students  who  are  pursuing  a  course 
of  study  of  a  University  type  in  any 
recognised  college  in  Ireland.  At  present, 
he  said,  the  power,  not  only  of  aflUiation, 
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but  of  recognition,  was  not  regulated 
at  all.  It  was  left  open,  and  was,  he 
supposed,  intended  to  be  exercised  by 
resolution,  without  any  form,  without 
any  schemes  laid  down,  and  without 
any  appeal.  He  thought  it  was  most 
essential  that  this  should  be  one  of  the 
most  important  acts  of  the  University 
and  that  it  was  most  desirable  that 
it  should  be  by  statute. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  *  may,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  by  statute.*  " — {Lord 
Ashbourne,) 

*The  Earl  op  CKEWE  :  I  am  afraid 
we  cannot  accept  this  Amendment,  for 
reasons  which  I  will  explain  as  shortly 
as  I  can.  The  effect,  of  course,  is  to 
make  the  process  of  recognition  more 
difficult,  and  not  only  the  process  of 
recognition,  but  equally  the  process 
of  withdrawing  any  form  of  recognition 
or  the  imposition  of  any  conditions  on 
that  recognition.  Therefore,  supposing 
a  particular  college  is  to  be  recognised, 
and  supposing  that  the  governing 
authority  of  the  University  desire  to 
raise  the  standard  of  education  required 
in  that  particular  college,  they  are  not 
at  liberty,  if  the  noble  Lord's  Amend- 
ment is  carried,  to  do  so  without  the 
matter  Ifeing  brought  before  the  Privy 
Council.  I  have  ^  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  which  gives  an  appeal  to  the 
Universities  Committee  of  the  Privy 
'Council.  It  seems  to  me  a  preposterous 
-suggestion  that  the  affiliation  of  a  par- 
ticular college  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  this  body  rather  than  in  the 
hands  of  the  University  itself.  So  far 
as  the  English  Universities  are  concerned, 
there  is  no  restriction  of  this  kind. 
Liverpool  can  affiliate  any  college  it 
likes  by  ordinance  ;  Birmingham,  Leeds, 
and  Manchester,  I  think  I  am  correct 
in  saying,  can  affiliate  simply  by  resolu- 
tion. What  is  important  is  that  the 
standard  of  the  affiliated  college  should 
be  high.  That  is  provided  for  and 
clearly  should  be  maintained  ;  but  as 
to  the  question  of  whether  the  religious 
views  entertained  in  a  particular  college, 
or  anything  of  that  kind,  should  or 
should  not  debar  it  from  recognition, 
I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  that 
became  a  matter  of  controversy,   as  I 


think  it  possibly  might  if  the  poblc 
and  learned  Lord's  Amendment  were 
accepted. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause     3 : 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  moved,  in 
reference  to  subsection  (2)  of  the  clause, 
which  ran — 

"  Every  professor  upon  entering  into  office 
shall  sign  a  declaration  in  a  form  approved  by 
the  Commissioners  jointly  imder  this  Act, 
securing  the  respectful  treatment  of  the  religious 
opinions  of  any  of  his  class." 

to  add  the  following  proviso — 

"  Provided  that  no  t«st  of  religious  belief 
shall  be  imposed  by  the  governing  body  of 
either  of  the  two  new  Universities  or  any  con- 
stituent college  on  any  such  professor  or 
lecturer  as  a  condition  of  his  appointment  or 
recognition  by  the  governing  body  as  such 
professor  or  lecturer." 

The  noble  Earl  said  :  This  relates  to 
the  lecturers  in  theology  and  divinity. 
They  are  not  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Univer- 
sity funds,  and  are  not  to  form  part,  in 
any  real  sense,  of  the  constituent  body 
of  the  University.  As  a  general  rule 
it  may  be  assumed  that  they  will  be 
appointed  imder  some  trust,  and,  of 
course,  in  that  case  the  trust  might 
impose  conditions  of  test.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  conceivable  that  a  fund  might 
be  left  to  endow  the  professorship  but 
leaving  the  appointment  of  the  professor 
to  the  University.  Li  that  case  we  do 
not  think  it  proper  that  the  University 
should  impose  any  test.  That  is  the 
object  of  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  43,  after  the  word  *  divinity, ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  Provided  that  no  test  of 
religious  belief  shall  be  imposed  by  the  governing 
body  of  either  of  the  two  new  Universities  or 
any  constituent  college  on  any  such  professor  or 
lecturer  as  a  condition  of  his  appointment  or 
recognition  by  the  governing  body  as  such  pro- 
fessor or  lecturer.'  '* — {The  Earl  of  Crewe,) 

♦Lord  ROBERTSON  said  this  Amend- 
ment not  merely  touched  a  highly  im- 
portant subject,  but  it  had  a  political 
significance  which  he  thought  deserved 
attention.  The  main  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Roman 
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Catholic  people  and  clergy  of  Ireland. 
He  knew  something  of  the  subject, 
and  he  was  certain  the  more  impartial 
attention  was  given  to  it  the  more  it 
became  clear  that  the  only  thing  that 
would  satisfy  those  classes  in  Ireland 
was  a  Roman  Catholic  University  pure 
and  simple.  The  gravity  of  the  question, 
whether  the  Imperial  Parliament  should 
set  up  such  an  institution,  he  did  not 
in  the  least  minimise ;  but  what  he  pro- 
tested against  was  that  they  should  put 
masks  on  their  faces  in  dealing  with  that 
question.  He  supported  the  Bill  because 
he  had  understood  that  it  was  an  honest 
attempt  to  establish  in  Ireland  a  Roman 
Catholic  University  which  would  give 
satisfaction  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
He  recognised  that  it  was  a  large  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  which  had 
hitherto  guided  the  party  opposite  in 
dealing  with  questions  of  education,  and, 
moreover,  it  was  a  complete  reversal  of 
the  policy  which  had  prevailed  during 
what  he  might  call,  roughly  speaking,  the 
reign  of  the  Liberal  Party.  He  was  no 
more  an  advocate  of  a  reactionary 
policy  in  regard  to  Universities  than 
any  noble  Lord  opposite.  But  he 
was  convinced  that,  imless  power 
was  given  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  within  the  University  to  give  iull 
effect  to  their  religious  propensities,  and, 
he  would  add,  without  offence  to  their 
prejudices,  this  offer  of  a  University 
was  a  mockery.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland 
were  to  a  large  extent  masters  of  the 
situation,  and  unless  they  were  satisfied 
with  the  Bill  the  same  influence  which 
wrecked  "  the  godless  colleges "  would 
wreck  this  University.  It  was  a  com- 
plete fallacy  to  suppose  that  in  setting 
up  a  Roman  Catholic  University  they 
were  doing  what  was  called  handing  over 
the  youth  of  Ireland  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  and  clergy.  The  bulk 
of  the  youth  of  that  country  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
and  clergy  at  present.  The  only  question 
was  whether  Parliament  should  not  afford 
an  opportunity  of  having  infused  into 
the  domain  of  higher  education  in  Ireland 
those  humanising  and  liberalising  in- 
fluences which  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church — to  give  it  its  due — knew  so 
well  how  to  use,  as  was  illustrated  by 
the  signal  success  of  the  Jesuits  in  educa- 

Lord  liobertson. 


tion,    and    he    was    sure    their    Lord- 
ships would  agree  with  him  in   saying 
that      that      distinguished      man       Dr. 
Delany  was  a  worthy  representative  of 
these    traditions       and       achievements. 
It  was  a  strong  step  ;  it  was  a  final  step  : 
but  he,  for  his  part,  took  his  share  in  tiie 
responsibility  of  taking  it.     He  thought  it 
ought  to  be  done,  and  accordingly  he  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Qovemment  in  carrying 
forward  this  Bill ;  but  when  he  turned  to 
the  clause  about  tests,  and  particularly  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  noble  £arl  the 
Leader  of  the  Hou8e,he  must  say  he  b^an 
to  feel  not  very  proud  of  his  work.     Wbat 
was  the  good  of  putting  in  a  clause  about 
tests  when  they  had  a  governing  body 
such  as  that  described  in  the  Bill  !     If 
he  were  having  a  University  to  please 
himself,  he  would  say,  '*  Abolish,  tests  to 
your  heart's  content,  if  you  give  me  the 
right  governing  body."  When  they  looked 
to  the  proposed  governing  body  of  the 
new  Dublin  University  they  must  feel  con- 
vinced that  not  a  man  would  be  placed 
in  any  high  office  unless  he  satisfied  the 
Roman    Catholic     bishops    and     cleigy. 
He  asked  the  noble  Earl  and  his  colleagues 
on  the  Front  Ministerial  Bench,  to  whom 
he  had  given  not  less  valuable  because 
silent  support  up  to  now,  whether  they 
were  really  going  to  contend  that  this  was 
an   undenominational   University.     Was 
this  Amendment  intended  to  carry  that 
joke  so  far  as  thisythat  they  would  sar 
that  they  had  actually  put  in  a  clause 
which  prevented  even'the'chairs  of  divinity 
and  theology  from  being  denominational  ? 
Did   they   think   that   even    their    own 
supporters    would    find    their    credulity 
untaxed  by  that  ?     It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  third  clause,  with  its  huge  apparatus, 
was  a  complete  farce.     He  was  speaking 
now  of  the  institution  in  Dublin.     He 
perceived  that  the  skilful  hand   of  the 
draftsman  had  coupled  Belfast  and  Dub- 
lin together,  so  that  it  was  possible  for 
the  noble  EarFs  colleagues  to  say  on  the 
platform,  "  We  are  treating  the  subject 
generally,  and  will  anyone  say  that  it  is 
wrong  to  have  no  tests  in  Belfast  ? " 
He    contended   that    that   ignored    the' 
vital  difference  between  the  two  institu- 
tions.    He    took    no    interest    in     the 
University  of  Belfast,  because  it  did  not 
give    rise   to   the    poUtical   problem   in 
which  he  was  interested.     But  in   the 
University  of  Dublin  it  was  absolutely 
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certain  that  what  they  had  done  was  to 
hand  over  the  teaching  in  that  University 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  As  he  had 
said,  he  approved  of  the  Bill.  It  was 
an  entire  reversal  of  Liberal  policy.  It 
was  a  reversion  to  what  was  called,  in 
former  days,  "  concurrent  endowment" 
giving  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  Ireland  money  for  the  teaching  of  its 
own  doctrines.  Why  attempt  to  conceal 
it  1  He  understood  that  fig  leaves  were 
required  in  another  place,  where  there 
were  some  pruderies  that  required  a 
little  delicate  cultivation ;  and  this 
Amendment,  he  suspected,  was  part  of 
that  rather  elabortate  apparatus  of  make- 
believe  and  concealment.  They  had  now 
a  very  adequate  explanation  of  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  the  English 
Education  Bill.  It  had  been  relegated 
to  a  rest  cure  to  avoid  the  open  shame 
which  would  have  come  upon  its  authors 
if  the  English  Education  Bill  and  the 
Irish  Universities  Bill  had  been  run 
through  the  House  of  Commons  in  double 
harness.  Even  the  most  hardened  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  would  hardly 
have  consented  to  Monday  and  Thursday 
being  devoted  to  Cowper-Templeism, 
and  Tuesday  and  Friday  to  Maynooth. 
That  was  the  difficult  problem  which  was 
mitigated,  if  not  solved,  by  relegating  the 
Education  Bill  to  a  later  period,  by  which 
time  it  was  hoped  that  something  would 
have  occurred  to  draw  a  sponge  across  this 
latest  achievement  in  which  he  was  helping 
the  Government.  He  was  afraid  that 
the  only  inference  which  the  man  in  the 
street  would  draw  when  he  saw  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  in  Ireland 
getting  denominationalism  and  their  sup- 
porters in  England  getting  imdenomina- 
tionalism  was  that  Liberal  policy  about 
education  was  simply  a  job  from  beginning 
to  end.  He  had  used  these  straight 
words  because  he  wished  to  emphasise 
th3  position  of  the  Government  in 
bringing  forward  those  two  BiUs,  Let 
them  not  put  on  masks  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  this  Bill,  let 
them  speak  the  truth  about  it,  and 
the  truth  was  that  this  was  an  honour- 
able attempt  by  a  purely  denominational 
University  to  satisfy  the  aspirations  of 
Roman  Catholic  Ireland. 

♦TJhe  Earl  of  CREWE:    The  noble 
and  learned   Lord  implied  that  he  had 


earned  our  gratitude  by  maintaining  a 
strict  silence  during  the  recent  discussion 
of  this  subject.  I  can  assure  him  that 
that  is  not  the  case.  It  might  conceivably 
be  the  case  as  regards  some  noble  Lords,, 
though  I  do  not  tlunk  it  is  so  as  regards  any 
of  those  who  have  taken  a  prominent  part 
in  this  discussion,  and  certainly  it  never 
is  likely  to  be  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  whom  we 
always  hear  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 
I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  with  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  the  question  of  whether 
we  are,  or  are  not,  consistent  in  bringing 
forward  this  measure,  and  in  bringing 
forward  the  English  Elementary  Edu- 
cation Bill.  He  and  we  start  from 
difEerent  premises  on  that  subject.  He 
regards  England  and  Ireland  as  one 
country.  We  regard  them  as  two.  I 
cannot  admit  that  there  is  any  incon- 
sistency whatever  in  applying  different 
remedies  to  the  different  circumstances 
of  the  two  countries.  If  the  preponder- 
ance of  Roman  Catholics  in  England  was 
the  same  as  it  is  in  Ireland,  I  frankly 
admit  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to 
bring  in  our  Education  Bill  in  the  shape 
we  brought  it  in.  As  regards  this 
particular  point,  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  says  that  in  connection  with  this 
University  we  were  wearing  a  mask.  He 
did  not  say  so,  but  he  meant  that  we 
were  playing  something  of  the  part  of 
hypocrites.  I  am  disposed  to  challenge 
that  statement.  This  University  is,  if 
you  like,  on  paper,  an  undenominational 
University.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  we 
do  believe  and  design  that  it  should 
have  a  Catholic  atmosphere.  That  is  ita 
object.  But,  my  Lords,  Trinity  College, 
on  paper,  is  an  undenominational 
University  ;  but  it  is  a  Protestant  Uni- 
versity, and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
equally  reasonable  to  suggest  the 
imposition  of  tests  at  Trinity  because 
all  that  you  have  done,  and  all  that 
Mr.  Fawcett  attempted  to  do  in'^187^ 
in  removing  tests  from  Trinity,  has  not 
succeeded  in  making  anything  but  an 
essentially  Protestant  University  un- 
acceptable to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
But  there  is  another  argument.  We  are 
determined  to  keep  this  University 
undenominational,  if  you  like  still  upon 
paper,  and  for  this  reason.  Several 
noble  Lords  have  lamented  that  instead 
of  instituting  this   University   on    the 
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lines  we  have,  we  did  not  institute  it 
on  lines  which  would  enable  Protestants 
and  Catholics  to  be  educated  together. 
They  assume,  and  probably  rightly  as- 
sume, that  now  this  University  will  be 
mainly  Catholic  in  character.  But  we 
are  not  legislating  for  to-morrow  or  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  It  is  quite  con- 
ceivable that  a  change  might  come 
-over  opinion  in  Ireland  in  that  respect. 
A  time  may  come — it  may  be  distant — 
when  Irishmen  will  be  glad  that  Pro- 
testants and  Catholics  should  be  educated 
side  by  side.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
their  being  now  so  educated  in  Trinity. 
There  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  their 
being  in  future  educated  in  this  new 
University ;  but  if  we  are  to  impose 
Koman  Catholic  tests  and  to  endow 
Koman  Catholic  professorships,  which, 
•on  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  argu- 
ment, would  be  an  equally  rational  thing 
to  do,  we  should  close  the  door  in  the 
face  of  that  possibility.  I  am  not  in 
the  least  ashamed  of  admitting  that 
this  Dublin  University  will  be  in  essence 
•Catholic,  but  neither  am  I  ih  the  least 
ashamed  of  keeping  it  in  terms  rigidly 
undenominational  for  the  reasons  which 
1  have  endeavoured  to  e3cplain. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
TMy  Lords,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  my  entire  concurrence  with 
what  fell  from  my  noble  friend  on  the 
back  benches  to  whom  we  listened  with 
-so  much  pleasure.  Indeed,  I  ventured 
the  other  day  to  say  something  very  like 
-what  he  said  in  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading.  I  accept  the  Bill  of  His 
Majesty's  (Jovernment  with  my  eyes 
open,  and  knowing  that  it  is  intended  to 
produce  a  University  which  shall  be  in 
substance  undenominational,  but  which 
will  be  accepted  by  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  because  it  is  going  to  be  a 
•denominational  University  in  essence. 
The  noble  Earl  himself  admitted  that  the 
University  was  to  be  undenominational 
on  paper  only.  With  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular clause  before  us,  I  confess  that 
I  attach  very  little  importance  to  it. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE :  It  is  a  very 
small  matter. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE : 
Yes,  a  very  small  matter.     It  is,  if  I  may 

The  Earl  of  Crewe, 


say  so,  put  into  the  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  shop  front  decoration,  and  very  little 
more.  The  reference  of  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  to  the  Education  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  recalls  to  my  mind 
another  Education  Bill— the  BUI  of  1906. 
Your  Lordships  \^'ill  recollect  that  it  was 
a  prominent  feature  in  the  Bill  that  tests 
were  to  be  abolished,  but  it  also  was 
a  prominent  feature  that  there  were 
to  be  schools  with  a  predominant  denomi- 
national atmosphere,  and  we  asked  what 
means  were  to  be  provided  to  satisfy 
ourselves  that  the  teachers  who  in  those 
schools  would  be  entrusted  with  the 
duty  of  imparting  religious  education 
possessed  any  knowledge  of  the  kind 
of  education  they  would  have  to  impart ; 
and  I  remember  we  extracted  from  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  the  admission  tha^ 
although  these  teachers  would  not  have 
to  submit  to  tests,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  finding  some  means  of 
ascertaining  quite  sufficiently  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  qualified  to  give 
religious  instruction  of  a  particular 
kind.  So  it  w^ill  be  under  this  Bill. 
You  have  no  tests  in  theory,  but  in 
practice  we  know  perfectly  well  that  the 
whole  atmosphere  of  these  colleges  will 
be  frankly  denominational.  We  had 
better  look  that  matter  in  the  face, 
and,  having  looked  it  in  the  face,  I  admit 
it  is  not  our  business  to  cavil  at  proposals 
of  this  kind. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  : 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE :  The  Amend- 
ment standing  in  my  name  to  this  clause 
represents  a  promise  which  was  made 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  in  another 
place  to  deal  with  the  question  of  appeal. 
He  proposes,  therefore,  to  make  the 
appeal  to  the  I^ord -Lieutenant  in  Council 
and  the  Universities  Committee  to  be 
appointed  under  this  Bill.  An  Amend- 
ment to  be  moved  later  on,  after  Clause 
17,  deals  with  the  appointment  of  this 
special  Universities  Committee.  It  is 
very  much  on  the  lines  of  the  Scottish 
Universities    Committee.    It    is    worth 
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noting  tliat  this  Committee  will  deal 
not  only  with  appeals  against  statutes 
but  with  appeals  against  schentes. 
That  is  provided  for  later  on  in  the 
Amendment  after  Clause  17. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  3,  line  35,  after  the  word  '  statute/ 
to  insert  the  words  '  (3)  The  governing  body  of 
a  University  or  constituent  college  to  which  the 
statute  relates,  or  any  other  person,  corporation, 
or  body  directly  affected  by  the  statute,  may, 
within  three  months  from  the  notification 
thereof  in  the  Dublin  OazeUe,  petition  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Council  to  disallow  the  whole  or 
any  part  thereof.  (4)  The  Lord- Lieutenant  in 
Council  may  refer  any  such  petition  to  the  Irish 
Universities  Committee,  with  a  direction  that 
the  committee  hear  the  petitioner  personally 
or  by  counsel,  and  report  specially  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Council  on  the  matter  of  the 
petition.  (5)  If  the  committee  report  in  favour 
of  the  disallowance  of  the  statute  or  any  part 
thereof,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  may,  by  Order  in 
Council,  disallow  the  whole  or  part  thereof 
accordingly,  but  any  such  disallowance  shall  be 
without  prejudice  to  the  making  of  a  new 
statute.'  ''—{The  Earl  of  Crtwe,) 
• 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  regarded  the 
proposed  new  subsections  as  correctly 
framed  to  work  out  the  object  in  view. 
Under  the  previous  system,  where  the 
question  concerned  had  reference  to 
property  or  the  staitis  of  professors 
the  appeal  was  to  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  who  were  Judges.  He  did  not 
wish  to  interfere  with  the  general  scheme 
of  this  Bill,  but  he  thought  it  should 
be  provided  that  where  questions  of 
proporty  and  status  were  involved  there 
should  always  be  two  Judges  at  the 
hearing  of  the  appeal ;  and  on  this  he 
had  an  Amendment  which  he  would 
move  later. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  This  Amend- 
ment merely  inserts  the  names  of  the 
Commissioners,  which  have  already  been 
made  public. 

Amendment    moved — 

''  In  page  4,  lines  1  to  3»  to  leave  out  sub- 
section  (2)  and  to  insert  the  following  new  sub- 
section :  *  (2)  The  Dublin  Commissioners  shall 
be  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher  Palles,  Alexander 
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Anderson,  John  Pius  Boland,  Sir  William 
Francis  Butler,  Denis  Joseph  Coffey,  Stephen 
Gwynn,  Henry  Jackson,  Sir  John  Rhys,  the 
Most  Rev.  .William  James  Walsh,  Bertram 
Coghill  Alan  Windle ;  and  the  Belfast  Com. 
missioners  shall  be  His  Honour  James  Johnston 
Shaw,  Samuel  Dill,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hamilton, 
Donald  Macalister,  Robert  T.  Martin,  Sir 
Arthur  William  Riicker,  Johnson  S3rmington.'  '* 
—{T?ie  Earl  of  Crewe.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : 

Lord  KILLANIN  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  provide  t^at  some  money  might 
be  spent  in  providing  residential  build- 
ings. It  was  regarded  as  a  great  blot 
upon  the  Bill  as  it  stood  that  ther»  was 
absolutely  no  provision  for  any  residen- 
tial quarters  in  Dublin.  The  students 
who  would  attend  the  new  University 
and  college  were  n  arly  all  extern  students 
at  present.  They  were  nearly  all  edu- 
cated at  home,  or  at  small  institutions  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  their  homes.  Under 
this  Bill  they  would  have  very  properly 
to  go  to  these  colleges,  and  at  first  there 
would  be  a  certain  disinclination  to  let 
students  go  there,  above  all  when  the 
parents  saw  there  was  no  provision  for 
residential  quarters.  That  would  have 
an  injurious  result,  and  it  might  lead  the 
colleges  to  affiliate  institutions  which 
he  did  not  think  ought  to  be  affiliated. 
Parents  would  be  disinclined  to  send 
their  sons  to  the  new  colleges  when  there 
existed  other  institutions  with  residential 
quarters,  and  he  foresaw  that  pressure 
would  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  autho- 
rities to  affiliate  those  institutions.  That 
might  turn  out  to  have  a  very  serioua 
and  dangerous  result.  Moreover,  the 
Protestant  University  of  Trinity  College 
had  now  residential  quarters,  and  the 
Catholics  would  feel  that  they  were  in  a 
position  of  inferiority.  This,  he  ven- 
tured to  think,  would  deprive  the  solu- 
tion of  finality.  He  fully  recognised 
that  i.  would  be  impossible  to  start 
residential  quarters  imless  the  funds 
weie  increased.  The  bishops  had  ex- 
pressed this  unanimous  view  on  the 
question  of  residence — 

"  A  most  important,  and,  indeed,  vital  ques- 
tion  is  that  of  the  siattts  and  condition  of  the 
college  to  be  established  in  Dublin.     We  have 
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8  een  with  dismay  that  it  is  not  to  be  residential, 
and  if  this  determination  is  persevered  in  we 
fear  that  the  consequence  for  the  University 
and  the  college  may  be  disastrous.** 


{LORDS}  UnwersiUfs  BUI  1668 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  raised  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Amendment. 


He  hoped  His  Majesty's  Government 
would  pay  some  attention  to  this  matter. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  5,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  build- 
ings/ to  insert  the  words  *  including  residential 
buildings.*  ** — {Lord  KUlanin.) 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE :  The  noble 
Lord  was  quite  right  to  put  down  this 
Amendment  if  he  desired  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  but  he  is  aware  that 
fts  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  not  necessary,  for 
there  is  nothing  whatever  to  prevent 
any  part  of  the  voted  sum  being  devoted 
t  o  residential  quarters  if  thought  desirable. 
But  what  the  noble  Lord  wanted  was  that 
a  further  sum  should  be  voted  in  respect 
of  the  need  for  residential  bmldings.  I 
have  great  sympathy  with  much  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  said.  I  should  have  been 
very  glad,  if  it  had  been  possible,  to  make 
the  sum  large  enough  to  supply  a  certain 
number  of  residential  buildings,  especially 
in  Dublin,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Trinity 
is  a  residential  college ;  but  the  claims 
of  other  institutions  and  of  other  objects 
prevented  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from  doing 
that.  This  object  may  very  properly 
be  regarded  as  one  for  private  benefaction. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE :  This  is  an 
Amendment  of  the  same  character  as  the 
one  which  led  to  the  interesting  speech 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite, 
Lord  Robertson.  It  is  desired  that 
these  theological  and  divinity  professors 
should  not  be  eligible  for  membership 
of  the  General  Board  of  Studies  or  of  any 
faculty  other  than  the  faculty  of  theology  ; 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  exception  is 
taken  to  this  Amendment  by  those  most 
concerned. 

Amendment  moved— 

"In  page  6,  line  36,  after  the  word  *benefaction,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  the  professor  or  lecturer 
is  not  eligible  for  membership  of  the  General 
Board  of  Studies,  or  of  any  faculty  other  than 
the  faculty  of  theology.*,**— -(2*A€  MaH  of  Crewe,\ 

Lard  Killamn. 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  KILLANIN  moved  an  Amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
permit  "the  erection  of  any  church, 
chapel,  or  place  of  religious  worship  or 
observance  by  means  of  private  bene- 
faction within  or  without  the  precincts 
of  the  University  or  college."  This 
provision,  he  reminded  their  Lordships, 
was  inserted  in  the  Bill  in  Committee  in 
the  other  House,  but  in  the  House  it 
was  ur.fortur.ately  dropped.  The  con- 
tention was  that  the  giving  of  a  few  square 
yards  of  a  site  originally  bought  with 
public  money  would  be  devoting  public 
money  to  religious  purposes.  Objection 
was  also  taken  to  the  presence  of  a  chapel 
belonging  to  a  denomination  within  the 
precincts  of  a  University  at  all.  Those 
objections  seemed  most  unreasonable.  A 
great  misimderstanding  existed  on  this 
question.  He  read  the  other  day  in  the 
Daily  Vetite,  a  mouthpiece  of  the  Non- 
conformists of  this  country,  this  state- 
ment— 

"  In  reference  to  the  Amendments  likely  to 
be  moved,  it  may  be  necessary  to  utter  a  strong 
protest  against  the  Amendment  to  reinsert 
the  clause  enabling  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel 
to  be  built  out  of  public  funds." 

Nobody  had  ever  suggested  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  chapel  should  be  built  out  of 
public  funds.  This  statement  showed 
how  far  away  from  the  facts  of  the  situa- 
tion prejudice  could  carry  people.  He 
could  not  understand  how  Gentlemen 
who  had  swallowed  the  whole  of  this  Bill 
could  strain  at  this  gnat.  Moreover,  it 
was  provided  in  Claude  7,  subsection  (4) 
that  nothing  in  that  provision  should 
prevent  the  recognition  by  the  governing 
body  of  the  University  of  any  professor  of 
or  lecturer  in  theology  or  divinity  as  a 
professor  of  the  University.  Therefore, 
under  the  Bill,  not  only  might  theologians 
and  professors  of  divinity  come  in  and 
teach  religion,  but  they  were  to  have  the 
use  of  buildings  which  would  be  act.  ally 
erected  with  public  money.  Surely 
that  was  a  violation  of  the  rights 
of  secularism  in  this  matter.  It 
was  curious  why  that  should  he  per- 
missible, when  it  should  not  be  per- 
missible  to   erect  a   place   of  religious 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1669 


Irish 


(30  July  1908} 


Universities  Bill, 


1670 


worship  or  observance  by  means  of 
private  benefaction  within  or  without  the 
precincts  of  the  U/iversity  or  college. 
In  these  circumstances  he  hoped  the 
Government  woxild  see  their  way  to  agree 
to  the  reinsertion  of  this  subsection. 

Amendment  moved — 

*''  In  page  5,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  funds/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  (&)  the  erection  of  any 
church,  chapel,  or  place  of  religious  worship  or 
observance  by  means  of  private  benefaction 
within  or  without  the  precincts  of  the  Univer- 
sity or  college.*  *' — {Lord  KiUanin. ) 

♦The  Eakl  of  CREWE :  The  noble 
Lord  is  quite  right  in  stating  that  these 
words  were  inserted  in  the  Standing 
Committee  and  were  afterwards  struck 
out  by  a  large  majority  on  the  Report 
stage  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  possible  to  regard  this 
really  as  a  matter  of  principle  on  either 
side.  Personally,  I  frankly  admit  I 
should  have  raised  no  objection  from  my 
own  point  of  view  had  the  words  been 
Tetaiped;  but  this  Bill,  as  your  Lord- 
ships know,  represents  a  coming  to- 
gether of  people  of  extremely  different 
sections  of  opinion.  Each  side  has  had 
to  give  up  a  good  deal  which  it  values. 
It  would  be  very  easy  to  point  to  clauses 
in  the  Bill  to  which  strong  objection  may 
be  taken  from  the  Roman  Catholic  point 
of  view,  and  others  to  which  equally 
strong  objection  may  be  taken  from  the 
Protestant  point  of  view.  This  is  one 
of  the  latter.  It  is  regarded  as  the 
hoisting  of  a  flag  of  denominationalism 
in  the  case  of  a  particular  college,  and 
it  is  objected  to  on  that  ground. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
Hear,  Hear  I 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE:  I  am  very 
gbd  to  know  that  the  noble  Marquess 
agrees.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
in  the  House  when  I  made  my  observa- 
tions on  the  question  of  the  undenomina- 
tional character  of  this  Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  :  Yes. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE :  In  that  case 
I  need  not  repeat  anything  of  what  I  said 
then.  I  am  given  to  understand  that 
there  is  no  prospect  of  this  Amendment 
being    accepted    in    another    place.    I, 


therefore,  trust  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
press  it. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  con- 
gratulated the  noble  Earl  the  Leader 
of  the  House  upon  the  dexterity  he 
had  displayed  that  evening  in  skating 
over  the  thinnest  of  thin  ice.  He  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  speech,  which 
he  thought  was  one  of  the  cleverest 
speeches  of  its  kind  that  he  had  ever 
listened  to  in  their  Lordships'  House. 
They  were  then  passing  a  sham  clause 
about  tests.  Now  they  had  got  exactly 
the  reverse  clause — ^a  clause  to  enable 
chapels  to  be  erected.  The  noble  Ea'l 
was  very  skilful  in  passing  over  the 
manner  in  which  that  subsection  was 
defeated  in  the  other  House,  and  he 
said  as  little  as  possible,  very  wisely, 
as  to  the  reason.  Let  them  not  wear 
any  masks,  as  Lord  Robertson  had  said. 
They  knew  that  nothing  could  be  done 
in  the  other  House  without  the  assent 
and  approval,  whether  tacit  or  not,  of 
the  Government,  and  therefore  it  was 
quite  clear  that  it  was  with  the  consent 
and  the  goodwill  of  the  (Jovernment 
that  this  subsection  was  omitted  in  the 
other  House.  He  advised  the  noble  Earl 
not  to  strain  at  the  gnat  after  swallowing 
the  camel. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
are  r^ady  to  go  great  lengths  in  facilitat- 
ing a  settlement  of  this  question  ;  but 
I  really  think  that  in  regard  to  this 
particular  Amendment  the  noble  Earl 
has  asked  us  to  do  more  than  he  has  any 
right  to  expect.  What  is  this  proposal  ? 
Simply  this,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  friends  of  the  people  who  frequent 
this  University  to  erect,  at  their  own 
cost,  a  chapel  which  the  students  can 
attend.  There  is  no  question  of  public 
money.  We  all  regret  that  this  Uni- 
versity cannot  be  given  a  residential 
character.  We  can  quite  understand 
that  at  this  moment  it  should  not  be 
possible  to  go  as  far  as  that ;  but  is  it 
not  fair  to  say  that  the  absence  of 
residences  renders  it  doubly  necessary 
that  we  should  provide  whatever  means 
we  can  of  bringing  the  students  of  this 
University  together,  and  is  it  not,  at 
any  rate,  important  that  they  should 
have    an    opportunity    of    frequenting 
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the  same  place  of  worship  ?  What  are 
the  objections  ?  I  understand  that  one 
of  them  is  founded  upon  the  fact  that 
these  chapels,  or  this  chapel,  would  be 
built  upon  a  site  which  was  once  acquired 
at  the  expense  of  the  public.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  pure  pedantry,  and 
I  will  not  spend  time  in  examining  the 
argument.  Then  comes  the  real  reason, 
the  reason  frankly  avowed  by  the  noble 
Earl  who  has  just  spoken.  He  says 
that  if  a  chapel  were  to  be  built,  we 
should  thereby  be  hoisting  the  flag  of 
denominationalism  in  this  University. 
My  Lords,  really  has  it  come  to  this  ? 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE:  I  did  not 
say  that  that  was  my  opinion.  I  said 
that  a  great  many  people  thought  so. 

The  Marquess  of  LA.NSDOWxVE  : 
I  really  would  not  attribute  such  a  view 
to  the  noble  Earl ;  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  his  common-sense  ;  but  he  is 
the  mouthpiece  for  people  who  entertain 
this  extravagant,  and,  I  must  say, 
absurd  opinion.  You  are  going  to  have 
a  college  which  we  all  admit  is  going  to  be 
a  Roman  Catholic  college  ;  yet  in  order 
to  save  appearances  you  go  the  length 
of  saying  that  you  will  not  allow  friends 
of  these  students  to  provide  a  chapel 
in  which  they  can  worship  on  Sunday. 
This  is  a  kind  of  hypocrisy  to  which  I 
cannot  be  a  party,  and,  therefore,  I  hope 
my  noble  friend  will  press  his  Amendment. 
If  it  meets  with  an  adverse  fate  elsewhere 
we  shall  submit  to  the  inevitable ;  but 
I  do  not  think  the  House  of  Lords  ought 
to  be  a  party  to  such  a  disingenuous 
proceeding  as  that  which  is  recommended 
to  us.  This  proposal  has  had  many 
vicissitudes.  It  was  not  in  the  original 
Bill ;  it  was  put  in  with  a  good  deal  of 
acceptance  ;  it  was  afterwards  rejected 
from  the  Bill,  and  I  venture  to  think 
your  Lordships  would  do  well  to  reinsert 
it  in  its  place. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  entirely 
sympathised  with  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  and  with  a  great  deal  that 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
and  from  the  noble  Marquess  who  had 
just  sat  down  ;  but  he  would  make  a 
strong  appeal  to  their  Lordships  not  to 
introduce  the  Amendment  into  the  Bill, 
because   the   effect   of   that   proceeding 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume. 


j  would  be,  he  was  afraid,  to  reopen  con* 
I  troversies  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment which  he  had  hoped,  and  which  lit 
I  was  sure  all  their  Lordships  hoped,  weie 
I  dead  in  respect  of  this   question.    Hi» 
noble  friend  Lord  Crewe  had  told  thenir 
I  and  he  was  convinced  the  noble  Earl 
was   right,   that  there   was  no  chanw 
of    this    Amendment    being    accepted 
in  the  other    House.    The   proceedings 
in      Committee      that      evening     had 
been^    marked     by    great     forbearance 
on    the    part    of    many    noble    Lorda 
opposite.      They      had      displayed     a 
great  desire  to  pass  the   Bill  to  settle 
a  controversy  which  had  been  open  for 
more   than   thirty  years,   if  not  much 
longer,  and  they  hoped  the  Bill  would 
prove  to  be,  as  far  as  anything  in  this 
world  could  be,  a  final  settlement  of  thia 
long-contested    question.    But    if    their 
Lordships   inserted   this   clause    in  the 
Bill,  its  removal  again  in  the  House  of 
Commons  must  lead  to  a  long  discussion, 
and  to  a  discussion  touching  upon  the 
most  delicate  portions  of  the    question. 
The  Bill,  as  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader 
of  the  House  had  said,  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  compromise — a  compromisa  which 
did  infinite  credit   to  both  sides.    Mr. 
Gladstone,    in    his    first    and    strongest 
Government,    attempted   to    settle  t  lis 
question  and  failed.     Mr.  Balfour  made 
I  a  speech  at  Manchester,  in  which  he  said 
he  found  it  difficult  to  defend  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Union  as  long  as  this  question 
:  was  not  settled.     Nothing  came  of  that 
declaration.     The     question     had     re- 
I  mained   open   to  the   present   moment, 
j  and  now  that  a  Bill  had  been  passe  i 
I  successfully    through     the    House     of 
I  Commons   and   had   come   up   to  their 
Lordships'  House,  it  was  very  undesir- 
able to  start  afresh  what  might  be  an 
angry    and    keen    discussion    upon   the 
most  vital  point  of  difference  in  the  BilL 
'  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  if  their 
I  Lordships  inserted   the   Amendment  it 
would  be  fatal  to  the  measure  ;   but  he 
did  say  that  it  was  of  the  greatest  possihle 
importance,  in  the  interests  of  religious 
peace  and  satisfaction  in  Ireland,  and 
in  the  interests  of  those  who  desired  and 
for  long  years  had  desired  to  see  this 
grievance  removed  from  the  Irish  peoplcr 
that  this  measure,  now  having  passed 
one  House  and  almost  having  passed  the 
other,  should  be  brought  to  a  conclusion 
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in  a  spirit  of  harmony.  If  it  were  not 
•for  these  considerations,  he  would  be 
greatly  tempted  to  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment, but  he  felt  bound,  not  because  of 
his  official  position,  but  because  of  his 
•earnest  desire  to  see  this  question  settled 
in  that  spirit  of  compromise  with  which 
it  had  been   approached,   earnestly   to 


entreat   their   Lordships  not  to   adopt 
the  Amendment. 


On  Question, 
there  inserted," 


That  those  words  be 


Their    Lordships  divided  : — Contents, 
32 ;  Not  contents,  31. 


CONTENTS. 

Devonshire,  D. 

Mayo,  E. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 

Wellington,  P. 

Morton,  E. 

Brodrick,  L.     ( V.  Midlcton.) 

Orford,  E. 

Clinton,  L. 

Bath,  M. 

Plymouth,  E. 

Clonbrock,  L. 

Xansdowne,  M, 

Waldegrav^.  E.     [TelUr.] 

Collins,  L. 

Salishury,  M. 

Hutchinson,  V.     (J^.  Donaugh- 

De  Mauley,  L. 

more.) 

Elphinstone,  L. 

Albemarle,  E. 

St.  Aldwyn,  V. 

Kenry,  L.     {E,  Dunraven  and 

Camperdown,  E. 

Mount-Earl.) 

Cawdor,  E. 

Peterborough,  L.  Bp. 

Killanin,  L. 

Poncaster,  E.     (D.  Bucdeuch 

Kihnamock,  L.     {E.  ErroU. ) 

and  Queensherry.) 

Addington,  L. 

Kintore,  L.     (E.  Kintore.) 

Baddington,  E. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Lawrence,  L.     [Teller.] 

Lorebum,  L.     (L.  Chanc^or.) 

Armitstead,  L. 

Herschell,  L. 

Ripon,  L.     (X.  Privy  Seal.) 

Balfour.  L. 

Kinnaird,  L. 

Colebrooke,  L. 

I.ochee,  L. 

Beauchamp,  E.     (L.  Steward.) 

i  enman,  L.     [Teller.] 

Lyveden,  L. 

Oarrington,  E. 

Farrer,  L. 

Marchamley,  L. 

•Crewe,  E. 

Fitamaurice,  L. 

St.  Pavidfl.  L. 

Russell,  E. 

Glantawe,  L. 

Sanderson,  L. 

Althorpe,     V.     (L.     Chamber- 

Granard,    L.     {E.     Oranard.) 

Saye  and  Sele,  L. 

lain.) 

[TeUer.] 

Stanley  of  Alderley,L. 

TVolverhampton,  V. 

Hamilton  of  Dalzell,  L. 

Tenterden,  L. 

Haversham,  L. 

Weardale,  L. 

AUendale,  L. 

Hemphill,  L. 

Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  8  to  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17: 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  The  new  clause 
which  I  move  after  Clause  17  is  the  one 
upon  which  I  said  a  few  words  at  an 
-earlier  stage,  and  in  which  I  understand 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
-desires  to  make  some  slight  Amendment. 
The  clause  sets  up  this  special  Irish 
Universities  committee,  giving  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  power  to  appoint  it 
^s  he  thinks  fit.  The  proviso  is  that 
two  of  the  members  of  the  committee 


must  be  persons  who  are  either  Judges 
or  ex- Judges  ;  the  quorum  of  the  com- 
mittee is  to  be  three,  and  one  of  these 
Judges  must  be  part  of  that  quorum. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord,  as  I  gather, 
thinks  that  as  regards  certain  matters 
the  composition  of  the  body  would  be 
hardly  sufiiciently  judicial.  I  should 
have  thought  the  point  was  not  a  very 
material  one,  as  the  presence  and  advice 
of  a  judicial  member  would  ensure  that 
the  legal  aspect  of  the  case  was  thoroughly 
brought  out.  I  have  not  considered  the 
point,  but  if  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
desires  that  both  of  the  Judges  should  be 
on  the  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  schemes  I  do  not  know  that  there  would 
be  any  objection.  The  only  objection 
that  occurs  to  me  at  this  moment  is 
that  it  might  in  some  cases  delay  or 
hamper  the  passing  of  the  schemes 
if  it  was  necessary  that  both  Judges  should 
actually  take  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
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the  Committee.  But  if  the  noble  Lord 
desires  to  insert  that  Amendment  to 
see  what  my  right  hon.  friend  thinks  of 
it,  I  shall  make  no  objection. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Claiise  17  to  insert  the  following  new 
clause  :  *  (1)  There  shall  be  a  committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland  styled  the  Irish  Univer- 
sities Committee.  The  committee  shall  consist 
of  such  number  of  members  of  the  Privy  Council 
in  Ireland,  not  being  less  than  five,  as  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  may  think  fit  to  appoint,  two  at 
least  being  persons  who  are  or  have  been  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  (2)  The  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Irish  Universities  Committee  may 
be  exercised  and  discharged  by  any  three  or 
more  members  of  the  committee,  so  long  as  one 
of  those  members  is  a  person  who  is  or  has  been 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  (3)  The  costs 
of  all  parties  of  and  incident  to  the  hearing  of 
any  petition  or  appeal  under  this  Act  which  is 
heard-  by  the  Irish  Universities  Committee 
shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 
(4)  The  Lord-Lieutenant  in  Council  may  make 
rules  generally  for  regulating  the  procedure  of 
the  Irish  Universities  Committee,  and  may,  by 
those  rules,  prescribe  the  time  within  whicn 
any  appeal  under  this  Act  may  be  made,  and 
the  mode  in  which  any  costs  allowed  under  this 
Act  may  be  recovered.'  " — {The  Earl  of  Crewe,) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  moved  the  addi- 
tion of  the  words  at  the  end  of  Sub- 
section 2  :  "  and  in  the  case  of  appeal 
under  Section  17,  then  so  long  as  two  of 
those  members  are  persons  who  are  or 
have  been  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court." 
He  assured  the  noble  Earl  that  his 
Amendment  was  not  conceived  in  any 
spirit  of  hostility.  The  previous  scheme 
was  that  no  one  but  Judges  should  be 
on  the  Committee.  That  was  intelligible 
because  the  appeals  were  only  to  be  on 
questions  of  property  and  staHs.  But 
now  it  was  proposed  to  have  one  common 
appellate  system.  What  he  desired  was 
that  when  the  committee  were  dealing 
with  the  matters  previously  dealt  with 
by  the  Irish  judicial  body,  there  should 
be  two  judicial  members  present.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  reasonable 
requirement. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Amend- 
ment— 

"  To  add,  at  the  end  of  subsection  (2)  the 
words  *  and  in  the  case  of  appeal  imder  Section 
17,  then  so  long  as  two  of  those  members  are 
persons  who  are  or  have  been  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.*  ''—{Lord  Ash^bouriie.) 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  shall  not 
oppose  that  Amendment  to  my  Amend- 
The  Earl  of  Crewe, 


ment.  But  I  do  not  know  that  thd 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  a  precedent 
for  it. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  if  the 
noble  Earl  desired  only  to  follow 
precedent  in  legislation  concerning  Ire- 
land, he  did  not  know  how  far  he  wotdd 
get. 

On  Question,  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended),  Amendments  reported; 
Bill  read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


TELEGRAPH  (CONSTRUCTION)  BILL. 
BEE  PEST  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order).  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended),  Bills 
read  3*  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


FINANCE  BILL. 
Read    3*    (according    to   order),   and 
passed. 


COMPANIES  (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL  [KX,\ 

Read   3*,    (according   to   order),   and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


NAVAL  MARRLA.GES  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended),  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived, 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 
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LUNACY  BILL  [H.L.]. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended),  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


NAVAL  LANDS  (VOLUNTEERS) 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX 
having  been  suspended),  Bill  read  3*, 
and  passed. 


MARRIED  WOIOJN'S  PROPERTY 
BILL. 

GRAND  JURY  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1836. 
AMENDMENT'  BILL. 

Read    3*   (according    to    order),    and 
passed. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Read  2*  (according  to  order).     Com- 
mittee negatived ;     and  Bill  to  be  read 
3*   To-morrow. 


AGRICULTURAL    HOLDINGS     BILL. 
Commons'  Amendment  considered  (ac- 
cording to  order). 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE     and      FISHERIES 

(Earl  Carrinoton):  The  Amendment 
sent  to  your  Lordships'  House  from 
the  Commons  is — 

"  In  page  20,  line  41,  after  the  word  *  date,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  Provided  that  where 
such  a  tenancy  was  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year, 
the  compensation  payable  in  respect  of  an 
improvement  comprised  in  the  Third  Schedule 
to  this  Act  shall  be  such  (if  any)  as  could  have 
been  claimed  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed.'  " 

It  is  a  legal  point  entirely.  It  has  been 
most  carefully  considered  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary counsel,  by  the  Parliamentary 
draftsman,  and  by  the  Board's  legal 
advisers,  and  they  assure  me  they  are 
satisfied  that  this  Amendment  will  secure 
the  landlord's  rights,  which,  of  course, 
everybody  is  anxious  to  maintain.  The 
point  is  rather  an  intricate  one,  and  I 
respectfully  ask  your  Lordships  to  be 


good  enough  to  agree  with  the  Commons' 
Amendment. 

Moved,. "That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  said  Ajnend* 
ment." — (Earl  Carrington.) 

Lord  CLINTON  :  Before  your  Lord- 
ships pass  this  Amendment  I  should  like 
to  say  one  word  upon  it.  This  Amend- 
ment, I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying,  is 
the  result  of  an  agreement  come  to 
between  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
those  who  are  desirous  of  continuing  the 
existing  definition  of  tenancies  horn 
year  to  year  that  Parliament  applied  to 
tenancies  at  the  passing  of  the  Market 
Gardeners  Act,  1895.  I  believe  this 
Amendment  is  very  carefully  drawn  for 
that  purpose,  and  I  think  that  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  and  perhaps  entirely, 
it  will  carry  out  the  purpose  which  we 
have  in  view.  While  I  should  like  to 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  noble  Earl 
for  having  managed  that  this  Amend- 
ment should  be  inserted  in  another  place, 
at  the  same  time  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
express  my  regret  that  these  particular 
words  should  be  employed  in  the  Amend- 
ment. The  Act  itself  is  of  really  great 
value  to  the  agricultural  interest  in  that 
it  expresses  in  an  admirably  clear  manner 
all  the  details  of  the  different  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Acts,  and,  in  fact,  we  are 
given  in  this  one  measure  the  whole  of  the 
law  dealing  with  the  subject.  Perhaps 
the  greater  advantage  of  the  Act  is  that 
it  is  simple  and  free  from  any  reference  to 
existing  statutes.  I  am  sorry,  therefore, 
that  in  this  particular  Amendment  this 
practice  has  not  been  entirely  carried 
out,  because  reference  is  made  to  an 
existing  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject. 
The  existing  state  of  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject is  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  out. 
If  the  tenant  of  a  market  garden  whose 
year-to-year  tenancy  was  covered  in  1895 
wants  to  find  out  his  exact  position  in 
the  matter,  he  looks,  no  doubt,  first 
of  all  to  this  Consolidation  Act,  and  finds 
nothing  at  ^11  about  it.  He  then, 
perhaps,  is  advised  to  refer  to  the  Market 
Gtirdeners  Act,  and  again  he  will  discover 
nothing  as  to  his  position,  although  at 
the  beginning  he  is  referred  to  another 
Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  that  of  1883, 
and  he  may  wade  through  sixty  clauses 
of  that  Act  without  finding  out  anything. 
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In  the  sixty-first  clause  he  will  come 
to  the  matter  relating  to  his  position, 
but  expressed  in  such  complicated  terms 
that  no  farmers  and  very  few  land  agents 
would  be  able  to  translate  it  without 
the  assistance  of  a  lawyer.  While 
this  Consolidation  Act  is  brought  in  for 
the  express  purpose  of  simplifying  the 
law  on  the  subject,  I  am  very  sorry  that 
this  particular  Amendment,  which  does 
express  our  views,  is  not  couched  in  more 
clear  and  precise  terms.  I  was  going 
to  raise  the  question  whether  this  Amend- 
ment is  competent,  because  it  refers 
us  to  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  which 
under  this  Bill  are  repealed.  Both 
the  Acts  I  have  referred  to  are  repealed ; 
but  I  understand  the  noble  Earl  has 
consulted  his  legal  advisers  on  that 
matter,  and  is  satisfied  that  it  is  correct. 
What  I  should  like  particularly  to  ask 
the  noble  Earl  now  is  whether  he  could 
not  at  this  period  of  the  session  so  alter 
the  wording  of  this  Amendment  that  it 
would  express  in  clear  and  precise 
language  what  the  (Jovernment  and  we 
intend. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  have  to 
thank  the  noble  Earl  for  what  he  said 
about  the  Bill,  and  I  can  assure  him 
that  the  greatest  possible  pains  have 
been  taken  to  meet  the  wishes  of  himself, 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  other 
noble  Lords  who  had  doubts  on  the 
subject.  Our  great  object  has  been  not 
to  bring  into  this  Consolidation  Bill  any 
fresh  matter  of  any  sort  or  kind,  in 
accordance  with  the  pledge  I  gave, 
and  our  legal  advisers  thought  that 
the  Bill  as  it  stood  covered  the  whole 
ground ;  but  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
noble  Lord  and  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land we  proposed  these  words,  which  were 
shown  to  noble  Lords  opposite,  and 
they  agreed  that  the  Amendment  was 
perhaps  in  the  best  language  that  we 
could  find.  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will 
not  object  to  this  Amendment.  It  is 
very  important  that  we  should  get 
it  through.  I  can  assure  him  that  all 
the  rights  of  landlords  are  perfectly 
safeguarded,  and  that  no  fresh  matter 
has  been  brought  into  the  Bill  in  any 
shape  or  form. 

Lord  CLINTON :    I  do  not  wish  to 
express  any  objection  to  this  matter  at 
Lord  Clinton. 


all.  I  know  it  brings  in  no  fresh  matter, 
but  I  think  the  Amendment  might  have 
been  expressed  in  language  which  the 
ordinary  farmer  or  other  person  could 
have  tmderstood. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  BILL 

Commons'  Amendment  considered  (ac- 
cording to  order). 

Commons'  Amendment — "  In  page  1, 
line  13,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
'  commission  '  to  the  end  of  the  clause." 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  daresav 
your  Lordships  will  remember  that  this 
was  a  somewhat  important  Amendment 
moved  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
Lord  Atkinson,  which  caused  a  con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion  in  your 
Lordships'  House,  which  was  not  con- 
fined to  one  side.  The  case  involved  is 
where  a  tenant  consents  in  ¥rriting  to 
a  compulsory  acquisition  of  land  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners ;  it  was  pro- 
vided in  the  Bill  that  he  should  sign  in 
the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  and  it  was 
added  that  the  consent  should  be  filed 
as  a  record  in  the  office  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission. That  Amendment  was  inserted 
at  the  instance  of  Lord  Atkinson,  who 
added  that  notice  of  such  filing  should 
be  given  to  the  landlord  and  inserted  in 
two  successive  issues  of  a  newspaper; 
further,  that  such  consent  should  not  be 
acted  upon  if  the  landlord  interested  in 
or  having  a  claim  on  the  land  should 
satisfy  the  Judicial  Commissioner  that 
the  tenant  had  been  compelled  to  give 
consent  by  unlawful  means.  That  is 
the  Amendment  with  which  the  Com- 
mons have  disagreed,  and  I  am  in  hopes 
that  your  Lordships  will  not  insist  on 
your  Amendment,  because  in  another 
place,  when  my  right  hon.  friend  moved 
to  disagree  with  it  he  was  supported  in 
the  strongest  terms  by  Mr.  Long  on 
behalf  of  the  Opposition.  Nobody  will 
dispute  Mr.  Long's  experience  in  dealing 
with  Ireland,  and  when  he  went  so  far 
as  to  say  that  he  considered  this  Amend- 
ment made  the  Bill  practically  useless 
it  must  be  taken  as  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  one  who  is  qualified  to  speak 
from    experience.    Our    argument   was 
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— and  it  was  the  argument,  no  doubt, 
which  appealed  to  Mr.  Long— that  the 
process  would  be  so  long  and  trouble- 
some, and  possibly  so  expensive,  that  the 
purpose  of  the  Bill,  which  is  generaUy 
-admitted  to  be  a  reasonable  one,  would 
"be  very  seriously  interfered  with  in  these 
3>articular  cases.  I  hope,  therefore,  your 
liordships  will  agree  not  to  insist  upon 
-this  Amendment« 

Moved,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
nnrith  the  Commons  in  the  said  Amend- 
ment."—(rii€  Earl  df  Crewe.) 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
Tour  Lordships  may  perhaps  remember 
that  when  this  Bill  was  before  us  I  ex- 
pressed great  doubts  as  to  the  value  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Amendment 
inserted  by  your  Lordships'  House,  so 
much  so  that  I  was  unable  to  vote  with 
my  noble  friend  who  moved  it.  I  think 
the  Bill  as  it  came  to  us  at  first  was 
much  too  loosely  drawn,  and  that  the 
Amendment  made  by  this  House,  as  it 
"Was  accepted  by  the  other  House,  has 
-very  materiaUy  improved  the  Bill.  It 
requires  that  the  consent  of  the  tenant 
should  be  given  with  proper  formality 
:and  in  a  manner  which,  to  a  certain 
•extent,  would  preclude  fraudulent  con- 
«ent  being  given  ;  but  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause  I  look  upon  in  a  different  light. 
I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  any- 
thing would  be  gained  by  allowing  the 
landlord  to  set  in  motion  the  very 
•cumbersome  machinery  provided  by  the 
•second  part  of  the  clause.  The  remedy 
-would  be  one  of  extremely  doubtful  value 
to  him,  and  it  would  be  open  to  the 
•great  drawback  that  it  would  lead  to  an 
amount  of  litigation  which  could  not  fail 
to  have  a  very  bad  effect  in  the  country 
and  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  also  to 
"be  borne  in  mind  that  the  proposal  was 
objected  to  by  a  number  of  the  tenants 
most  concerned  in  this  particular 
matter.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
earnestly  hope  that  your  Lordships' 
House  will  not  insist  upon  your  Amend- 
ment, or,  at  any  rate,  will  not  insist  upon 
the  whole  of  the  Amendment,  but  will  be 
content  with  that  portion  which  has  been 
accepted  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

♦Lord   CLONBROCK:     After   what 
lias   fallen    from   my   noble    friend    on 


the  front  bench  I  feel  it  would  be 
useless  to  press  this  Amendment  on 
the  House,  but  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  this  Amendment,  moved 
by  Lord  Atkinson,  was  not  so  much 
directed  in  the  interests  of  the  landlord 
—at  least  in  the  opinion  of  most  of 
those  who  supported  him — as  against 
intimidation  practised  in  the  district. 
We  do  not  think  it  likely  that  intimi- 
dation is  going  to  cease,  taking  into 
consideration  the  present  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  Ireland,  but 
at  least  it  might  be  made  more  difficult, 
and  though  the  people  who  are  practising 
intimidation  might  gain  their  point  in 
the  end  there  would  be  considerable  delay 
about,  and  additional  publicity  would 
be  given  to  the  existing  state  of  things. 
The  Amendment  would  not  affect  the 
tenant  who  was  ready  to  go  in  considera- 
tion of  the  pecuniary  advantages  offered 
to  him.  On  the  other  hand  those  in 
the  neighbourhood  who  wished  to  remain 
would  be  to  a  limited  extent  protected 
from  exposure  to  intimidation  by  the 
process  indicated  in  the  last  sentence 
of  the  clause.  It  would  be  perhaps 
more  of  a  protest  against  intimidation 
than  anything  else,  but  it  might  have 
had  some  effect. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 


METROPOLITAN  POLICE— REPORT 
OF  COMMISSION. 

Earl  RUSSELL  rose  to  call  attention 
to  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  :  (1)  Whether 
the  constables  found  to  be  guilty  of 
misconduct  will  be  suitably  dealt  with ; 
(2)  Whether  it  i^  proposed  to  compensate 
the  man  Gamble  or  Pearce  who  was 
found  by  the  Commissioners  to  have 
been  injured  by  a  police  constable;  (3) 
Whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  impress 
upon  all  ranks  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force  the  supreme  importance  of  telling 
t^ie  truth  at  all  times  and  warning  them 
not  to  commit  perjury  in  order  to  conceal 
a  breach  of  duty. 

The  noble  Lord  said :  My  Lords,  in 
dealing  with  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  upon  the  duties  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police,  and  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  individual  cases  of 
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misconduct,  I  cannot  more    fitly  begin 
than   by  stating  how    ntirely  I  endorse 
the  genera]  findings  of  that  Commission 
as  to  the  excellence  of   the  police  force 
as  a  whole  and  to  the  services  they  render 
to  the  public.    It  has  been  my  misfortune 
to  appear,  to  a  certain  extent,  as  a  person 
attacking   the   police   in  isolated  cases, 
but  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of 
saying  that  I  have  never  suggested  that 
the  police  force  as  a  whole  were  corrupt 
or  imworthy  of  our  confidence,  or  that 
they  did  not  render  very  great  services 
to  the  law-abiding  public  in  the  Metropolis* 
A  good  many  individual  cases,  as  they 
are    called,    were    investigated    by    the 
Police  Commission,  and  1  do  not  propose  to 
detain  your  Lordships  with  details  of 
them  ;   but  in  a  certain  number  of  those 
cases  the  police  constables  were  found 
to  be  guilty  of  misconduct  of  a  more  or 
less    grave    character.    In   one    case    a 
constable  was  found  to  have  been  mis- 
conducting himself  when  he  should  have 
been  on  his  beat.    In  another  case  a 
constable  was  found  guilty  of  miscon- 
duct in  arresting  a  respectable  married 
woman  in  the  street.     In  yet  another  case 
a   constable  was  found  guilty    of  mis- 
conduct  for   arresting   a    man  because 
he    had  lost   his  temper  without   suffi- 
cient reason.     Then  there  was  the  ca^e 
of   a  market  porter  named  MuUins,  in 
which  the  Conmiission  found  that  Police 
Constable  Morgan  lost  his  temper  and 
assaulted  him,  and  subsequently  arrested 
him^  making  a  charge  against  him  which 
the  Commission  found  not  to  be  proved. 

In  addition  to  those  cases,  there  is  one 
case  of  a  most  serious  character  to  which  I 
refer  specifically  in  my  second  Question, 
namely,  that  of  a  man  called  Gamble  or 
Pearce.  In  that  par  icular  case,  after  a 
very  long  and  minute  investigation,  the 
Commission  found  that  thepoliceconstable 
was  guilty  of  misconduct.  The  allegation 
was  that  he  knocked  this  man  down  and 
kicked  him  when  on  the  ground,  injuring 
him  so  seriously  that  he  had  to  spend 
many  months  in  hospital  and  will  not  ever 
entirely  recover.  Sergeant  Sheeney  was 
guilty  of  misconduct  in  not  intervening 
between  Gamble  and  the  constable  and 
also  in  omitting  to  make  a  report  to  the 
inspector  or  any  other  responsible  officer. 
Those  cases,  however,  in  no  way  bear  out 
the  suggestion  that  the  police  as  a  whole 

Eorl  Russell 


deliberately  make    false    charges  or  do 
anything  which  could  be  described  as 
behaving  in  an  improper  way  at  the 
beginning  of  an  assault  or  disturbance. 
But  when  the  police  have  made  a  mistake 
or  when  there  has  been  some  little  lapse 
on  their  part  they  sometimes  attempt 
to  cover  it  up  by  taking  more    severe 
nkeasures,  or  by  making  charges  which 
cannot  be  supported  against  people  with 
whom  they  have  differences.  lassunte  that 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Home  Office  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Police,  and  that  these  constables 
will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  char- 
acter of  their  offences.     In  the  particular 
case  of  the  man  Gamble  I  hope  the  Home 
Office  will  see  fit  to  compensate  the  man, 
because  he  has  suffered  by  the  wrongful 
action  of  the  constable  as  found  by  the 
Royal  Commission,  an  injury  which  is  not 
only  very  grave,  and  which  confines   him 
to   hospital  for  several  months  at  a  time, 
but  has  really  made  him  unfit  ever  again 
to  do  a  good  day's  work. 

On  the  third  Question  your  Lord- 
ships have  to  bear  this  fact  in 
mind,  and  I  regard  it  as  very  signifi- 
cant and  important.  Whatever  the 
particular  degree  of  misconduct  of  which 
these  constables  have  been  found  guilty^ 
in  every  case  they  have  gone  into  the  wit- 
ness  box  and  sworn  a  statement  of  &icts 
which  the  Royal  Commission  have  found 
to  be  false,  not  only  in  the  police  court 
but  in  the  inquiry  before  the  Commission, 
where  they  i  ave  attempted  to  cover  up 
their  misconduct  by  deliberate  perjury. 
I  think  it  might  be  said  without  injustice 
that  when  a  mistake  has  been  made  ther? 
is  some  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
police  to  prefer  to  stick  to  the  original 
story,  or  the  story  which  they  think  they 
ought  to  stick  to,  without  proper  regard 
to  the  truth,  and  for  that  reason  I  hope 
steps  will  be  taken — some  have  already 
been  taken  since  Mr.  Gladstone  became 
Home  Secretary — to  impress  upon  all 
rank  so  f  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  the 
importance  of  telling  the  truth.  It  has  been 
suggested  t  o  me — of  course,  not  by  the 
police  themselves  because  one  has  not  the 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  their  opinion 
— 1  ut  by  those  who  say  they  know 
something  about  it  and  the  discipline 
of  the  force,  that  these  men  sometimes 
do  not  tell  the  truth  about  these  matters 
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because  the  discipline  is  so  extremely 
strict  and  severe  that  they  are  likely  to 
be  punished  for  an  oversight  or  a  com- 
paratively trivial  error  or  trivial  breach 
of  discipline  as  if  they  had  done  some- 
thing very  blameworthy  from  a  moral 
point  of  view.  I  recognise  there  must 
be  reasonably  strict  discipline  over  a 
large  body  of  men,  but  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  probably  feel  that  this 
discipline  goes  rather  too  far  if  every 

•  error  which  any  man  may  commit  in 
the  very  trying,  anxious,  and  sometimes 
doubtful  work  he  has  to  perform,  is  to 
be  regarded  with  severity.  If  for  an 
innocent  mistake  a  man  is  to  be  treated 
as  if  he  had  committed  a  grave  wrong 
you  increase  his  inclination    to   cover 

.  up  his  mistake  and  back  it  up,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  by  perjury  afterwards. 

Earl  BEAUCHAM?  :  The  reply  to 
the  first  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
It  had  been  decided  to  take  judicial 
proceedings  against  the  constable  con- 
cerned in  the  Gamble  case.  The  question 
whether  any  proceedings  should  be 
taken  against  any  of  the  other  officers 
concerned  in  the  same  case  is  imder 
cc^nsideration.  As  to  the  other  con- 
stables whom  the  Commission  found  to 
have  been  guilty  of  misconduct,  one 
was  dismissed  forthwith.  In  another 
case  the  Commission  reported-  that  the 
punishment  inflicted  at  the  time  was 
adequate.  Another  case  which  the  Com- 
mission thought  might  have  been  more 
severely  dealt  with  at  the  time  it  is 
not  proposed  to  reopen,  seeing  that 
the  incident  took  place  five  years  ago. 
The  cases  of  the  four  remaining  con- 
stables have  been  referred  to  the  dis- 
ciplinary board  at  New  Scotland  Yard 
to  be  dealt  with.  The  second  Question 
of  the  noble  Earl  cannot  be  considered 
imtil  after  the  result  of  the  judicial 
proceedings  has  become  known.  With 
regard  to  the  third  Question,  there  is 
no  need  to  impress  upon  the  force  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  telling  the 
truth.  A  regulation  already  exists  which 
directs  a  constable  to  speak  the  truth 
at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
and,  when  called  on  to  give  evidence, 
to  state  all  he  knows  without  fear  or 
reservation,  and  without  any  desire  to 
influence  the  result  either  for  or  against 
the    prisoner.    The    Commission    report 


very  favourably  as  to  the  observance- 
of  this  regulation,  and  as  to  the  general 
trustworthiness  of  police  witnesses. 

The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  desire  to  express  my  regret  that  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  should  have  put 
his  third  Question  on  the  Paper.  To 
any  ordinary  mind  it  conveys  the  im- 
pression that  in  the  noble  Earl's  opinion 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  as  a  whole 
is  open  to  the  odious  imputation  of 
habitual  untrustworthiness.  That  is  put-^ 
ting  an  entirely  unwarrantable  affront 
on  a  very  worthy  body  of  men.  The 
result  of  the  inquiry  has  been  to  exon- 
erate the  force  of  very  many  of  the 
charges  that  were  brought  against  them 
and  redounds  greatly  to  their  credit 
and  their  reputation.  The  noble  Earl 
disclaimed  any  desire  of  charging  the 
Metropolitan  Police  with  untruthfulness, 
but  I  think  he  cannot  be  acquitted  of 
having  put  on  the  Paper  a  Question 
which  certainly  suggested  the  idea  that 
the  force  was  open  to  a  charge  of  the 
kind. 


SCOTTISH  DIVORCE  LAW. 
Earl  RUSSELL  rose  to  ask  the  Lord 
Chancellor  whether  the  law  of  Scotland 
allows  a  divorce  a  vinculo  for  desertion  ; 
whether  this  amounts  to  divorce  prac- 
tically being  obtained  at  discretion  or 
had  led  to  other  evils ;  and  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  propose  to 
alter  the  law  of  Scotland. 

The  noble  Earl  said :  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  the  other 
day  in  discussing  the  question  of  divorce 
for  desertion  stated  that  the  effect  of  such 
a  proposal,  as  I  understood  him,  was  that 
divorce  might  practically  be  obtained  at 
discretion,  or  almost  at  (Uscretion,  by  the 
parties  to  the  marriage.  I  understood  that 
that  is  the  existing  law  of  Scotland,  and 
I  thought  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
was  speaking  with  some  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  his  own  country,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  whether  this  is 
foimd  to  be  the  result  of  it.  The  par- 
ticular evils  suggested  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  could  hardly  take  place  in 
this  country  under  the  Matrimonial  Acts^ 
as.  conduct  conducing  to  the  offence- 
would  be  a  bar  to  the  remedy,  but  there- 
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majr  be  facts  with  which  I  am  unac- 
quainted which  make  a  ground  for 
granting  divorce  which  has  led  to  these 
evils.  Perhaps  the  noble  and  learned 
Xord  will  inform  the  House  whether  it 
has  been  found  to  be  the  case  in  Scotland, 
and  whether  it  is  proposed  to  alter  the 
law.  I  wish  to  put  the  Question  on  the 
Paper. 


Petitions. 


1688 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Xords,  I  believe  that  according  to  the 
law  of  Scotland  if  there  has  been  malicious 
and  obstinate  non-adherence  for  fou^ 
years  there  may  be  a  divorce  after 
public  admonitions  in  the  pulpit  and  a 
sentence  of  excommunication  under  an 
ancient  Act  of  Parliament.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  alter  that  law. 
In  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  Ques- 
tion I  think  the  noble  Earl  will  agree  that 
his  question  is  argumentative,  and  I  hope 
he  will  excuse  me  for  not  offering  an 
iugumentative  answer. 

House  adjourned  at  Ten  minutes 
before  Eight  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  a  quarter  before 
Pour  o'clock. 


Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill.— Lords' 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Considered ; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  mh  July,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Qock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill.— Lords' 
-Amendments,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
•of  the  House  of  23rd  July,  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

Lower  Thames  (Grays)  Dock  Bill  (by 
Order).- Order  for  Second  Reading  read, 
and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9) 
^ill;     Local    Government    Provisional 

JEarl  Russell 


MESSAGE  PROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to : — Isle  of 
Man  (Customs  Duties)  Bill;  Seed  Pota- 
toes and  Seed  Oats  Supply  (Lreland)  Bill ; 
Costs  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill ;  Universitv 
of  Durham  Bill  ;  Finance  Bill ;  Naval 
Marriages  Bill ;  Naval  Lands  (Volunteers) 
Bill;  Married  Women's  Property  Bill; 
Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amend- 
ment Bill ;  Local  Government  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  BiH; 
Local  Govemmeot  Provisional  Oiders 
(No.  4)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  8) 
Bill;  Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill; 
Usk  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Confir- 
mation Bill ;  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional 
Order  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  with  an 
Amendment. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of 
Voters  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Telegraph  (Con- 
struction) Bill ;  Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill; 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill ;  Irish  Universities 
Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to  : — ^Agricultural  Hold- 
ings Bill  [Lords];  Evicted  Tenants 
(Ireland)  Bill  [Lords];  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1) 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Amendments  to :— Registration  Bill 
[Lords];  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords];  Thames  River 
Steamboat  Service  Act  (1904)  Amend- 
ment Bill  [Lords],  without  Amend- 
ment. 


PETlTIOm, 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :     From  Alton  and 
other  places  ;    and  East  Somerset ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Aberkenfig ; 
Caeran  ;  Cluny ;  Colwyn  Bay  (three) ; 
Cwmfellin  ;  Ifton  Heath ;  Liverpool ; 
Long  Sutton  ;  Maesteg  ;  Nantyffyllon  ; 
and  Street ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR    LAW    AMENDMENT    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Glenmuick,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 
Petition  from  Wandsworth  Common, 
in  favour ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  RETURNS  (ENGLAND). 
Ck)py  presented,  of  the  Annual  Local 
Taxation  Returns  for  1905-6,  Parts 
V.-Vni.  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  276.] 

PRISONS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Thirtieth  Report  of 
the    General    Prisons    Board    (Lreland) 
for  1907-8,  with  an  Appendix  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STRIKES  AND  LOCK-OLTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  Strikes 
and  Lock-outs  of  1907,  and  on  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Boards  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD   OF  TRADE  (LABOUR  DEPART- 
MENT) (CHANGES  IN  WAGES,  ETC.). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  changes 
in  Rates  of  Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour 
in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1907,  with 
comparative  Statistics  for  1898-1906 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NAVIGATION  AND  SHIPPING. 
Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Statement 
of    Navigation    and    Shipping    of    the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  year  1907  [by 
Command]  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Returns  of  the 
Capital,  Traffic  Receipts,  and  Working 
Expenditure  of  the  Railway  Companies 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  year  1907 
[by  Conunand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


STATISTICAL    ABSTRACT    (UNITED 
KINGDOM). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Abstract 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  in  each  of  the 
last  fifteen  years,  from  1893  to  1907. 
Fifty-fifth  number  [by  Command];  ta 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY   SERVANTS    (HOLTtS    OF 
LABOUR). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  oi  their  Proceedings 
under  the  Railway  Regulation  Act,  1893, 
during  the  year  ended  27th  July,  1908 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [No.  278.] 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACTS,, 
1888  AND  1894. 

Copy  presented,  of  Tenth  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Proceedings  under 
Section  31  of  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Act,  1888,  including  Proceedings 
upon  Complaints  made  under  Section  1 
of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act, 
1894  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  279.] 

MERCHANT    SHIPPING    ACTS,    1894    TO 
1006  (DISPENSING  POWERS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  cases  in  which 
they  have  exercised  their  powers  under 
Section  78  of  the  Merchant  Act,  1906, 
during  the  year  ended  Slst  May,  1908 
[by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  280.] 

NAVY   (EXCEPTIONS   TO   KING'S 
REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Exceptions 
to  the  King's  Regulations  as  to  Pay, 
Non-effective  Pay,  and  Allowances  during 
the  year  1907-8  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FLEETS    (GREAT    BRITAIN   AND 
FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  28th  April ;  Sir  Charles  Dilke]  ^ 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  277.] 

NAVAL     EXPENDITURE     (PRINCIPAL 
NAVAL  POWERS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  7th  May  ;  Mr.  Thamassan]  ;- 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.. 
[No.  281.] 
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NAVAL  CASUALTIES. 
Return    presented,     relative    thereto 
^ordered  19th  Biay ;     Mr.  Bowles];     to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  282.] 

TRADE     REPORTS     (ANNUAL    SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2075  to  4082  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Consultative  Conunittee  upon  the  School 
Attendance  of  Children  below  the  Age 
of  Five  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
'Table. 

METROPOLITAN    POLICE  (ROYAL    COM- 
MISSION) 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
-Conamissioners  upon  the  duties  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police.  Vols.  II.  and  III. 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  with  Appendices 
and  Index  [by  0)mmand] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

COUNTY     COLTITS     (PLAINTS     AND 
SITTINGS). 

Return  presente4,  relative  thereto 
jAddress  29th  July;  Mr.  Herbert 
JSamuel] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  283.] 

NUMMARY    JURISDICTION    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL,  1908. 

Copy  presented,  of  Table  of  Com- 
parison between  the  Provisions  of  the 
Bill  and  existing  Enactments  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAUPERS      AND      DEPENDANTS 
(SCOTLAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
{ordered  17th  July,  1907  ;  Mr.  Sinclair]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  284.] 

GUARANTEED    2}    PER    CENT.    STOCK. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  24th  July ;  Mr.  John  Roche] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  285.] 


CIVIL  SERVANTS  (RETIREMENT  AT  THE 
AGE  OF  SIXTY-FIVE). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  29th  July  ;  Mr.  Hobhottse]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  286.] 

FORESHORES. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  29th  July,  1908,  directing  the 
application  of  moneys  received  by  the 
Board  of  Trade. in  the  year  ended  Slst 
March,  1908,  in  respect  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  Crown  in  the  Foreshores 
of  the  United  Kingdom  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  CJharities  (County  of 
Devon). — Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  26th  July  1905;  Mr.  Griffkh- 
Boscawen]  ;   to  be  printed.     [No.  287.] 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING,  1907. 
Copy  ordered,  "  of  Tables  showing  the 
Progress  of  Merchant  Shipping   in   the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  principal  Mari- 
time Countries." — (Mr,  Churchill.) 


IRON  AND  STEEL,  1907. 
Copy  ordered,    "  of  Memorandum  and 
Statistical  Tables  showing  the  production 
and  consumption  of  Iron  Ore  and  Pig 
Iron,  and  the  production  of  Steel,  in  the 
United    Kingdom    and    the    principal 
Foreign  CJountries  in  recent  years,  and 
the    Imports    and    Exports    of    certain 
classes  of  Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  350,  of  Session  1907)."— (Afr.  Chur- 
chiU.) 

COAL  TABLES,  1907. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  the  production,  consumption, 
and  imports  and  exports  of  Coal  in  the 
British  Empire  and  the  principal  Foreign 
Countries  in  each  year  from  1885  to  1907, 
as  far  as  the  particulars  can  be  stated, 
together  with  Statements  showing  the 
production  of  Lignite  and  Petroleum  in 
the  principal  producing  countries  for  a 
series  of  years  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  349,  of  Session 
1907).'?— (ilfr.    Churchia.)^ 
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TEA  AND  COFFEE,  1908. 
Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  and 
Statistical  Tables  showing  the  consump- 
tion of  Tea  and  Coffee  in  the  Principal 
Countries  of  Europe,  the  United  States, 
and  certain  British  Colonies;  together 
with  information  relating  to  the  principal 
sources  of  supply  in  xecent  years,  so  far 
as  the  particulars  can  be  stated  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
304,  of  Session  1905)."— (if  r.  ChurchiU.) 

PROSECUTION  OF  OFFENCES  ACTS,  1879 
AND  1884. 

Address  for  "  Return  showing  the 
working  of  the  Regulations  made  in  1886 
ior  carrying  out  the  Prosecution  of 
Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884,  with 
Statistics  setting  forth  the  number, 
nature,  result,  and  cost  of  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  Director  in  accordance 
with  those  Regidations,  from  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1907,  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1907  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  230,  of  Session 
1907)."— (3fr.   Herbert  Samud,) 

NAVY  AND  ARMY  (INQUIRIES). 
Hetum  ordered,  "  giving  in  chronolo- 
gical order,  according  to  the  dates  of 
publication  of  the  Reports,  a  list  of  all 
Inquiries  into  Naval  and  Military  affairs 
which  have  been  held  since  the  year 
1800,  the  Reports  of  which  have  been 
published  as  Parliamentary  Papers." — 
{Mr,  Bellairs,) 

SCOTTISH  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES 
(DEPUTATION  EXPENSES). 

Return  ordered,  "  arranged  according 
to  Counties,  of  Expenses  during  each  of 
the  five  years  ending  the  15th  day  of 
May,  1908,  of  Deputations  to  London 
in  connection  with  (a)  Public  General 
Bills ;  (b)  Private  Bills  or  Provisional 
Orders  ;  and  (c)  other  purposes  ;  in- 
curred by  the  following  bodies  in  Scotland 
(to  be  separately  stated  for  each  body), 
viz. :  Town  coimcils,  coimty  councils, 
-district  committees,  district  lunacy 
boards,  parish  coimcils,  distress  commit- 
tees school  boards,  educational  trusts, 
and  water,  gas,  dock,  harbour,  or  other 
commissioners  or  trustees  liable  to  make 
Returns  under  the  Local  Taxation  Re- 
turns (Scotland)  Act,  1881."— (if r. 
Firie,) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Irish  Gongestion  Oommission. 
Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  total  cost 
of  the  recent  Royal  Commission  on 
Congestion  in  Ireland. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  The  cost 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Congestion 
in  Ireland,  so  far  as  it  was  borne  on  the 
Vote  for  Temporary  Commissions, 
amounted  to  £9,465.  In  addition  an 
expenditure  estimated  at  £5,800  has  been 
incurred  in  respect  of  stationery  and 
printing. 

Orookenden  and  Casey  Estates,  Oavan* 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  whether  the  Estates  Commissioners 
have  received  a  reply  from  the  owners 
of  the  Crookenden  and  Casey  Estates, 
County  Cavan,  to  their  formal  offer  for 
the  purchase  of  this  estate ;  and  will 
he  state  the  effect  of  the  same,  with 
the  dates  of  the  offer  and  reply. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners'  offer  to  purchase  the 
estate  in  question  was  dated  the  7th 
instant.  They  have  not  yet  received  a 
reply  to  it.  It  would  be  contrary  to  their 
practice  to  make  any  statement  as  to  the 
details  of  pending  negotiations. 

Bmmlumy  Evicted  Tenant. 

Mr.  LARDNER  (Monaghan,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  the  case  of  Peter  M'Guirk 
an  evicted  tenant  reinstated  on  a  farm 
in  Drumlinny,  County  Monaghan,  on  the 
sale  of  the  estate  of  Lord  Rossmore,  no 
advance  appears  to  have  been  sanctioned  ; 
will  he  state  when  the  tenant  was  put  into 
possession  of  the  farm  ;  why  no  annuity 
has  been  collected  from  him,  though  his 
name  is  listed  in  the  Return  issued 
under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  tenants 
reinstated  ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Commissioners  to  ask  this  evicted 
tenant,  who  has  no  means  whatever,  to 
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pay  all  the  accrued  interest  since  his 
reinstatement. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  cannot  trace  the  name  of 
Peter  M'Guirk,  of  Drumlinny,  but  one 
Peter  M'Guirk  has  been  reinstated  in  a 
holding  on  Lord  Rossmore's  estate  in 
the  townland  of  Effemagh,  and  the 
holding  was  vested  in  him  as  purchaser 
on  Ist  June,  1906.  He  has  paid  the 
purchase  instalments  punctually. 

Grant  to  Beinftatad  Tenant  at  Effemai^ 
Mr.  LARDNER:  To  ask  the  Chief 
»Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  state  what  decision  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  arrived  at  in 
reference  to  the  application  of  Peter 
M'Guirk,  an  evicted  tenant,  who  was 
reinstated  in  his  holding  on  the  sale  of  the 
estate  in  County  Monaghan,  of  Lord 
Rossmore,  for  a  grant  to  enable  him  to 
begin  farming  again ;  and  is  he  aware 
that  at  the  time  of  the  tenant's  reinstate- 
ment the  land  was  covered  in  furze, 
the  fences  broken  down,  and  the  houses 
in  ruins,  and  that  since  the  time  when  he 
was  reinstated  he  has  lived  in  an  out-house 
without  chinmey  or  fireplace  ;  and  will 
he  now  have  this  case  taken  up  and 
dealt  with. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  received  from  Peter 
I^rGuirk,  of  Efiemagh,  an  application  for 
a  grant,  and  the  application  is  at  present 
under  their  consideration. 

Port  of  London  Bill. 
Mr.  W.  PEARCE  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  what  procedure  the 
Government  intend  to  follow  with  regard 
to  the  Port  of  London  Bill  after  it  has 
been  reported  by  the  Joint  Committee. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  ChurchiU.)  The  Bill 
when  reported  by  the  Joint  Committee 
will,  I  understand,  be  re-committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  the 
subsequent  procedure  will  follow  the 
usual  course  in  regard  to  Public  Bills. 

Patent  Acts,  1907. 
Mr.  CROYDON    IJARKS  (Cornwall, 
Launceston) :    To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  there  is  any 


intention  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's. 
Government  to  waive  any  condition  as  to- 
compulsory  working  of  patents  in  this^ 
country  beyond  that  provided  for  in  the 
Patents  Act  of  1907,  whereby  the  patentee 
is  afforded  an  opportunity  of  giving 
reasons  for  his  failure  to  work  before  the 
patent  is  revoked  by  the  Comptroller  or 
the  Ourt. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  No,  Sir. 

Spitalflelds  Market. 
Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Mile  End) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  has  received  any  recent  Report  from 
the  police  directing  attention  to  the 
number  of  market  carts  standing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Spitalfields  Market  on  market 
days  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  steps  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
of  this  inconvenience  to  the  public. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Oladstone.} 
I  have  not  received  any  recent  Report 
from  the  police  on  this  subject.  The 
matter  was  considered  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  liOndon  TraflBc,  who 
reported  that  the  Corporation  of  the  Gty,. 
on  acquiring  this  market,  would  take 
steps  to  remove  the  grounds  of  complaint* 
As  the  Attorney-General  stated  yesterday, 
in  a  reply  to  a  Question  by  Mr.  Stuart 
Samuel,  litigation  respecting  the  purchase 
of  the  leasehold  of  the  market  hy  the 
Corporation  is  still  proceeding,  and  the 
Corporation  will  do  everything  that  is 
possible  to  expedite  matters.  The  police 
have  no  power  to  act  within  the  market 
limits. 

Oooncil  of  Jndges— Annual  Report. 
Mr.  BERTRAM  (Hertfordshire^ 
Hitchin) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he 
has  received  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Council  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  accordance  with  Section  75  of  the 
Judicature  Act,  1873,  for  the  years  1907 
and  1908,  or  either  of  such  years ;  and 
if  so,  whether  he  can  inform  the  House 
what  proposals  are  contained  in  such 
Reports  or  Report  to  remedy  the  dis- 
location of  the  business  of  the  King's 
Bench  Division  consequent  upon  the 
passing  of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act; 
and,  in  case  no  Report  has  been  received. 
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in  conformity  with  the  statute,  whether 
he  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  procure  it,  and  particularly  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  only  three  Reports 
were  made  between  1873  and  1906. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Cfladstone.) 
No  Report  has  been  presented  by  the 
Council  of  Judges  for  1907  and  1908, 
but  I  understand  that  a  committee  has 
been  sitting  during  the  last  month  and 
has  made  a  Report,  which  will  shortly 
'be  issued,  dealing  with  the  business  of 
the  King's  Bench  Division  and  other 
subjects. 

Ely  Estate  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mb.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  received 
and  considered  applications  from  Ber- 
nard liPGarrahan  and  William  M'CuUagh, 
sons  of  evicted  tenants  on  the  Ely  estate, 
Coimty  Fermanagh,  to  be  restored  to 
the  holdings  formerly  held  by  their 
fathers,  or  to  have  new  holdings  allotted 
to  them ;  and  will  their  claims  be  con- 
sidered in  the  division  of  the  untenanted 
lands  on  the  Ely  estate  in  the  course 
of  the  sale  now  pending. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell,)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  have  received  ap- 
plications from  Bernard  liFGarrahan 
and  William  M'CuUagh,  but,  as  the 
evictipns  in  respect  of  which  they  claim 
reinstatement  took  place  previous  to 
14th  August,  1878,  the  applicants  do  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  Section  2 
(1)  (d)  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Open  Air  Meeting  Prosecutions. 

Mr.  ROWLANDS  (Kent,  Dartford)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
that  three  prosecutions  have  taken 
place  recently  at  Dartford  police  court, 
under  the  circumstances  that  for  over 
twenty  years  meetings  and  religious 
services  have  been  periodically  held  in 
front  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Dartford,  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  authorities ;  that 
on  the  24th  instant  Ensign  Roy  of  the 
Salvation  Army  was  summoned  for 
obstruction  at  this  spot  by  holding  a 
religious  service,  and  was  convicted 
And  fined  20*.,   or  in  the   alternative, 

VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


fourteen  days  imprisonment ;  and  that 
the  Salvation  Army  held  another  service 
on  the  same  spot  on  Sunday  last,  and 
the  same  action  has  been  followed  by 
the  authorities  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Roy ; 
and  whether  he  will  advise  the  extension 
of  the  clemency  of  the  Crown  by  re- 
mitting the  sentence. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  had  not  previously  heard  of  the  matter, 
but  I  will  make  inquiry. 

Deaths  from  Anaesthetics. 
Mr.  cooper  {Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  can  give  the  number  of  deaths  from 
anaesthetics  in  England  in  each  year 
ending  30th  June  from  1901  to  1908; 
whether  the  percentage  of  deaths  to 
administrations  has  increased ;  whether 
the  increase,  if  any,  has  been  in  private 
as  well  as  in  hospital  practice ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  asking  the  Royal  Society  or  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  and 
advise  him  whether  any  rules  are  re- 
quired regulating  the  conditions  under 
which  ansBsthetics  are  given. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  number  of  deaths  under  anaesthetics 
administered  for  the  purpose  of  opera- 
tions which  occurred  in  England  and 
Wales  in  each  year  ending  31st  December, 
from  1901  to  1906,  is  given  in  the  Reports 
of  the  Registrar-G}eneral.  The  figures 
are  :  In  1901,  133  ;  in  1902,  148 ;  in 
1903,  146 ;  in  1904,  156  ;  in  1905,  155 ; 
and  in  1906,  183.  I  am  unable  to  give 
the  other  information  asked  for;  but 
the  whole  question  is  already  receiving 
consideration  by  the  Grovemment  in 
consultation  with  the  (Jeneral  Medical 
Council. 

Motor  Ambulances. 
Mr.  COOPER  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  HomeDepartment  whether 
the  proposal  made  by  the  London  County 
Council  in  its  General  Powers  Bill,  1906, 
to  establish  a  system  of  motor  ambulances 
to  deal  with  street  accidents  in  London, 
was  opposed  by  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London,  before  a  Committee  of 
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this  House,  in  favour  of  horsed  ambu-  j 
lances ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  i 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  have  \ 
now  adopted  and  are  successfully  working  j 
in  the  City  a  system  of  motor  ambulances 
on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  London  I 
County  Council  for  the  whole  of  the ! 
county ;  and  what  are  his  reasons  for  op- 1 
posing  the  extension  of  this  system  to  | 
the  County  of  London. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Oladstone,) 
The  proposals  made  by  the  London 
Coimty  Council  in  their  Bill  of  1906  were 
opposed  by  Sir  Ralph  Littler  on  behalf 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  City,  but  the 
ground  of  the  opposition  was  only  in  so 
far  as  the  County  Council  proposed  to 
take  powers  in  the  City  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  Metropolis.  The 
electric  motor  ambulance  service  in  the 
City  was  inaugurated  in  1907.  I  under- 
stand that  up  to  the  present  only  one 
ambulance  has  been  started,  but  the 
service  as  at  present  working,  gives,  I 
believe,  complete  satisfaction.  The  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  proposals  made  by 
the  London  County  Council  in  1906  are 
given  in  the  Home  Office  Report  which 
was  before  the  Committee  of  both  Houses. 
The  view  taken  in  that  Report  was  that 
it  was  a  question  whether  any  additional 
facilities  required  would  not  be  more 
efficiently  and  economically  provided  by  a 
development  of  the  existing  services, 
rather  than  by  the  ebtablislunent  of  a 
new  public  service  acting  independently 
of  existing  agencies.  It  was  decided  that 
the  best  course  was  to  appoint  a  depart- 
mental committee  to  consider  the  whole 
question,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  com- 
mittee will  report  in  the  autumn. 

Wheeled  Litter  AmbnlanceB. 
Mr.  cooper  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  where 
the  expenditure  on  the  wheeled  litter 
ambulances  placed  in  the  streets  of 
London  during  the  last  two  years  by  his 
authority  is  set  out ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  London  County  Coimcil  sub- 
mitted in  its  General  Powers  Bill  of  1906  a 
proposal  to  establish  a  motor  ambulance 
system  for  accidents  for  London,  and  that 
proposal  received  the  imanimous  support 
of  this  House ;  whether  the  clauses 
dealing  with  this  proposal  were  struck 
out  of  the  Bill  in  another  place  on  his 


suggestion  ;  whether  the  expenditure 
on  wheeled  litter  ambulances  was  author- 
ised by  him  after  these  clauses  were  struck 
out  of  this  General  Powers  Bill ;  and 
whether  he  has  power  in  any  other 
county  or  town  in  England  to  charge  the 
rate  without  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers 
and,  if  not,  why  is  London  the  exception. 

{Anstvered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
Particulars  of  the  expenditure  from  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Fund  in  respect  of 
wheeled  litter  ambulances  are  not  shown 
separately  in  the  accounts  of  the  Receiver 
for  the  Metropolitan  Police  District. 
The  London  County  Council's  Bill  of  1906 
provided  for  general  powers  to  establish 
an  ambulance  service,  but  their  intention 
was  only  to  provide  a  service  of  an  experi- 
mental and  limited  character.  The  claoseB 
dealing  with  the  matter  were  thrown 
out  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  after  consideration  of  the  Home 
Office  Report  on  the  Bill,  and  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  was  shortly  after- 
wards appointed  to  inquire  into  the  wliole 
question.  Wheeled  Utters  have  been 
sanctioned  since  1906,  and  others  pre- 
viously sanctioned  have  been  placed  out 
since  that  date,  according  as  it  has  been 
foimd  possible  to  meet  existing  needs. 
I  have  no  similar  powers  cJsewhere 
than  in  the  Metropolitan  Police  District, 
the  powers  as  regards  the  provision  of 
litters  in  that  district  belonging  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  police  authority 
for  the  Metropolis. 

Bidenham  Village  Green. 
Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Board 
has  made  any  representations  or  inquiries 
of  the  Andover  Rural  District  Council 
relative  to  the  recent  enclosure  of  the 
village  green  at  Ridenham ;  and  whether 
he  has  any  further  information  as  to  the 
steps  being  taken  by  the  district  council 
to  protect  public  rights  in  this  matteL 

(Sir  Edward  Strachey,)  The  Board 
are  in  communication  with  the  Andover 
Rural  District  Council,  and  have  been 
informed  by  them  that  their  investiga- 
tions into  the  matter  are  not  yet  com- 
pleted. I  shall  be  pleased  to  inform  my 
hon.  friend  of  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 
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Fishery  Authorities. 
Mr.  WILLIAMSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  Addendum 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fishery 
Investigations ;  whether  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Board  signed  an  Addendum 
recommending  the  creation  of  one  fishery 
r.uthority  for  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  abolition  of  the  Scottish 
Fishery  Board  and  the  Irish  Board  of 
Fisheries  ;  and  whether  the  representa- 
tive who  signed  the  Addendum  correctiy 
represented  the  view  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  this  matter. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  reply  to  the  first  and  second  parts  of 
the  Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  Mr. 
Rew  in  the  Addendum  to  the  Report  ex- 
pressed his  personal  opinion  only.  The 
Board  themselves,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  do  not  desire  the  creation  of  a 
single  Board  of  Fisheries  for  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Distemper  in  Dogs. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey): 
i'o  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  distemper  in  dogs  have  carried 
on  or  intend  to  carry  on  any  experiments 
on  dogs  by  inoculations  or  otherwise  for 
the  purpose  of  their  inquiry ;  if  so,  where 
will  such  experiments  be  conducted,  by 
whom  and  at  whose  expense,  and  how 
many  dogs  have  up  to  now  been  used  for 
this  purpose,  and  with  what  results. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  The  experiments 
will  be  conducted  on  registered  premises 
by  members  of  the  committee,  who  hold 
the  necessary  licence,  and  the  expenses 
will  be  defrayed  out  of  public  subscrip- 
tions. Thirteen  dogs  have  up  to  the 
present  time  been  used  for  the  purpose 
mentioned.  It  is  too  early  -to  make 
any  statement  as  to  the  results  of  the 
inquiry,  but  a  full  Report  will  be  issued 
by  the  committee  in  due  course. 


Old- Age  Pension  Begolations. 
Mi^.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth):  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  Regulations  under  the 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill  will  be  issued 
before  the  adjournment,  or,  if  not,  will 
they  be  circulated  during  the  Recess. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I 
hope  that  the  Regulations  will  be  ready 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  propose 
that  they  should  be  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Volunteer  Qoartermaster-Sergeant. 

Mr.  guy  WILSON  (Hull) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
is  aware  that  certain  Volunteer  quarter- 
master-sergeants obtained  their  discharge 
from  their  old  corps  in  order  to  take 
commissions  as  quartermasters  in  the  new 
Territorial  units,  and  that  these  com- 
missions were  refused  them  by  the  War 
Office  because  they  were  over  forty  years 
of  age,  whereas  if  they  had  remained  as 
non-commissioned  officers  they  could 
have  served  until  fifty-five  years  of  age  ; 
and  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  alter 
this  Regulation. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane) 
The  War  Office  is  aware  of  one  case  of  a 
stafi-sergeant  (sergeant-major),  which  is 
being  considered  specially.  It  is  not 
considered  desirable  to  alter  the  Regula- 
tion referred  to. 

War  Office  Uniform  Contracts. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  khaki 
uniforms  are  being  made  in  the  homes  of 
the  poor  in  the  East  End  of  London ; 
whether  this  is  in  conformity  with  the 
Fair  Wages  Resolution  of  this  House  ; 
whether  he  can  state  who  are  the  con- 
tractors ;  whether  this  domestic  employ- 
ment is  a  case  of  sub-contracting ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  some  of  the 
contractors  are  working  their  employees 
seven  days  per  week  ;  and,  if  this  is  not 
sweating,  what  action  he  intends  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
If  the  hon.  Member  is  referring  to  the 
making    of   uniforms   for   the    Regular 
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Forces,  all  home  work  is  strictly  forbidden 
by  the  contracts,  and  I  have  no  reason 
to  think  that  the  rule  is  being  broken. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  bring  to  my 
notice  any  specific  case  of  alleged  infringe- 
ment of  the  rule  or  any  case  where 
employees  are  working  seven  days  a  week 
inquiry  will  at  once  be  made  and  stringent 
action  taken  if  the  allegations  are  found 
to  be  justified.  If  the  reference  is  to  the 
making  of  uniforms  for  the  Territorial 
Force,  X  can  only  refer  the  hon.  Member 
to  my  Answer  of  the  28th  instant. 

Woolwich  Ammunition  StoroB. 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  quantity  of  stores  and  ammunition 
available  at  Woolwich  is  insufl&cient  for 
a  week's  normal  supply;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be 
held  to  ascertain  who  is  responsible  for 
that  state  of  things,  and  taJce  steps  to 
promptly  remedv  this  shortage. 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  are  the  present  stocks  of  small-arm 
and  gun  ammunition  available  for 
immediate  use  at  Woolwich,  and  how 
the  figures  relating  to  such  stocks  com- 
pare with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
the  year  ending  31st  July,  1907  and 
1906  respectively. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
May  I  reply  to  Questions  No.  82  and  83 
together?  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  state  of  things  which  he  suggests 
does  not  exist.  I  do  not  consider  it 
advisable  to  publish  the  figures  asked  for, 
but  I  may  say  that  the  present  stocks 
of  gun  and  small-arm  ammunition  are  in 
accordance  with  the  scales  laid  down. 
Woolwich  is,  of  course,  only  one  of  many 
places  where  these  stocks  are  kept. 

Long  Service  Medals  for  Volunteer 
Officers. 

Mr.  FIENNES  (Oxfordshire,  Ban- 
bury) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of 
the  Territorial  Army  obtain  a  long  service 
medal,  he  will  grant  the  same  to  the 
officers  as  a  reward  for  long  service  in  the 
Volunteer  Forces. 

(Armoered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  grant  of  a  decoration  for  officers  of  the 


Territorial  Force,  corresponding  to  the 
Volunteer  officers'  decoration,  is  at 
present  under  consideration. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  DeiMtrtment  Staff. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  state  the  number  of  Exchequer 
and  Audit  Department  officials  who  are 
likely  to  retire  on  pension  before  the  end 
of  the  present  year,  and  the  approximate 
amoimt  of  pension  to  which  each  of  them 
will  be  entitled. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Hcbhouse.)  I  am  not 
prepared  to  make  inquiry  as  to  possible 
retirements  in  the  Department.  Infor- 
mation on  both  these  points  will  be 
available  in  due  course  in  the  Estimate  for 
Class  6,  Vpte  1,  for  1909-10. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  give  the 
dates  on  which  the  members  of  the  pro- 
motion Committee  in  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Department  met  in  1905,  1906, 
1907,  and  1908,  the  total  membership 
of  this  committee,  and  the  numb^ 
present  at  each  meeting. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Hothouse.)  This 
Question  relates  to  matters  that,  under 
Section  9  of  29  and  30  Vict.,  c.  39,  are 
entirely  within  the  discretion  and  author- 
ity of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
(3eneral,  and  I  have  no  power  to  interfere* 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Inter-Departmental  Con- 
ference on  removal  expenses  of  members 
of  the  Army  Accounts  Department  and  of 
holders  of  appointments  under  similar 
conditions  under  the  Admiralty  and 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Department  have 
been  adopted  by  the  latter  Department ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  explain  why. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  HobKouse.)  The 
recommendations  are  in  force  for  re- 
movals, the  costof  which  falls  on  Imperitl 
revenues.  In  the  case  of  removals  ^ 
expenses  of  which  are  repaid  by  the 
Colonies,  special  rules  have  been  laid 
down  by  the  Colonial  Office. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretory  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  stote  the 
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amount  realised  for  1907-8  by  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department  from 
the  sale  of  stamps  attached  in  prepay- 
ment for  carriage  to  official  parcels  of 
accoimts  received  from  the  Crown  Colonies 
and  Protectorates, 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,)    Nil. 

Colonial  Audit  Branch. 
Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that 
three-fifths  of  the  Old  Colonial  Audit 
Branch  nominated  officials  passed  no 
actual  educational  test  examination  on 
entry  to  the  public  service  and  possessed 
no  academic  qualifications  of  any  kind 
he  will  explain  how  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  satisfied  himself  as  to  the 
educational  quaUfications  of  these  men ; 
and  why  salaries,  varying  from  £65  to  £1 1 5 
per  annum  in  excess  of  those  of  their  ex 
Second  Division  open-competition  con- 
temporaries and  colleagues  employed 
on  the  same  duties,  are  now  granted  to  such 
of  these  officials  as  return  from  unhealthy 
climates  abroad. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  previous  replies 
in  connection  wi^li  these  points. 

Cost  of  Birth  Certificates. 
Mr.  whitehead  (Essex,  S.E.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  obtaining  a  copy  of  a 
certificate  of  birth  to  Is.  or  a  less  sum 
in  the  case  of  any  applicants  for  old-age 
pensions  who  may  be  required  to  produce 
such  certificates. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hcbhouse.)  The  point 
is  one  which  is  receiving  careful  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  the  regula- 
tions under  the  Act.  I  hope  that  as  a 
general  rule  it  will  be  found  to  be* prac- 
ticable, by  checking  the  statements  of 
applicants  against*  the  records  of  the 
Registrar-General  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  for  the  production  of  actual 
certificates  by  the  applicants  themselves. 

Mohill  Seed  Loan. 
Mr.  THOMAS  F.  SMYTH  (Leitrim,  S.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  received 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Mo- 


hill, County  Leitrim,  board  of  guardians 
at  their  meeting  held  on  Thursday  the 
9th  instant^  with  reference  to  extending 
the  time  for  repayment  of  the  seed  loan 
to  four  years  from  two  years  as  at  present 
arranged;  and,  if  so,  will  the  said  re- 
conmiendation  be  carried  out. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  referred 
to.  A  period  of  two  years  has  in  the  past 
proved  sufficient  for  the  repayment  of 
the  cost  of  the  seed,  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  adequate  reason  for  extending 
the  time  on  the  present  occasion. 

Evicted  Tenant  on  Lord  Harlech's  Estate. 
Mr.  THOMAS  F.  SMYTH :     To  ask 

the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners' inspector  has  sent  in  his  report 
with  regard  to  the  reinstatement  of  Mrs. 
Alice  Reilly,  Aughavas,  County  Leitrim, 
an  evicted  tenant  on  the  estate  of  Lord 
Harlech. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  have  considered 
Alice  Reilly's  application,  and,  as  they 
have  not  been  able  to  arrange  for  her 
reinstatement  in  her  former  holding, 
they  have  placed  her  name  on  the  list 
of  persons  suitable  to  be  provided  with 
a  holding  should  imtenanted  land  become 
available  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Mong  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  THOMAS  F.  SMYTH :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners will  reconsider  their  decision  as 
regards  the  reinstatement  of  Michael 
Dunne,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Dunne, 
an  evicted  tenant  at  Mong,  Carriok-on- 
Shannon,  County  Leitrim,  on  the  Mar- 
sham  estate;  and,  in  the  event  of  his 
being  unable  to  get  the  farm  from  which 
his  father  was  evicted,  will  he  be  provided 
with  another  farm  elsewhere. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  inform  me  that 
Michael  Dunne  is  at  present  in  occupation 
of  a  farm.  The  holding  to  which  he 
seeks  to  be  restored  has  been  occupied 
by  the  present  tenant  since  1881.  The 
Commissioners  do  no^  consider  the  matter 
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to  be  one  calling  for  any  action  on  their 
part. 

Croften  Estate  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  THOMAS  F.  SMYTH :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Lreland  if  the  Estates  Conunis- 
sioners  have  received  an  application  for 
reinstatement  from  Jolm  Reynolds, 
Drumbeira,  Garvagh,  MohiU,  County 
Leitrim,  on  the  Croften  estate,  as  the 
direct  representative  of  the  evicted 
tenant,  and  which  is  at  present  in  the 
occupation  of  a  man  named  Michael 
Reynolds;  and  will  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners ofEer  compensation  to  Mr. 
Reynolds  with  a  view  to  reinstating  the 
evicted  tenant's  representative,  John 
Reynolds,  j 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birred,)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  are  unable  to  trace 
the  receipt  of  any  application  from  John 
Reynolds  for  reinstatement  in  a  holding 
on  the  Croften  estate,  County  Leitrim, 
and  they  have  no  information  in  the 
matter. 

Portadown  Orange  Arch. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  the  number  of  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant householders  in  William  Street, 
Portadown;  .  how  long,  prior  to  the 
prepent  month,  was  it  since  an  Orange 
arch  had  been  erected  in  this  street ; 
and  whether  any  police  patrol  was  in  the 
street  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant 
when  disorderly  conduct  took  place. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  num- 
bers of  Catholic  and  Protestant  house- 
holders in  William  Street,  Portadown, 
^re  twenty-one  and  thirty-five  respec- 
tively. The  last  occasion,  prior  to  the 
present  month,  on  which  an  Orange  arch 
was  erected  in  the  street  was  11th  July, 
1907.  The  police  patrolled  through 
William  Street  and  the  adjacent  streets 
from  9  p.m.  on  12th  instant  to  i  a.m. 
on  13th  instant  continuously.  No  dis- 
orderly conduct  came  under  the  notice 
of  the  police  patrok  in  William  Street. 

Oaledon  Petty  Sessions  Court. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:     To   ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the    Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  awaie 
that,  after  the  business  of  the  Caledon 
petty  sessions  was  over  on  the  10th 
instant,  Mr.  Townsend,  the  resident 
magistrate,  ordered  the  public  to  leave 
the  Court,  cautioned  two  reporters  who 
remained  not  to  take  any  notice  of  his 
remarks,  and  then,  with  the-concurrehoe 
of  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Mercer,  the  only 
other  magistrates  present,  rebuked  the 
police  for  not  using  their  batons  and 
dispersing  a  Nationalist  band  which 
paraded  the  streets  of  Caledon  on  the 
7th  instant,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  this  band  played  both  Nationalist 
and  Orange  airs  alternately  and  had  a 
large  number  of  Protestant  foUoweis; 
whether  any  of  the  magistrates  present 
on  the  bench  were  Catholics  ;  how  many 
Catholics  are  on  the  bench  in  the  district ; 
and  whether  Mr.  Townsend  was  exceeding 
his  duty  in  making  the  remarks  refeirea 
to,  and,  if  so,  whether  any  official  notice 
will  be  taken  of  the  incident. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  police 
have  reported  that  on  the  6th  instant, 
from  7  p.m.  until  a  late  hour  on  the 
following  day,  a  band,  followed  by  a 
large  crowd,  paraded  the  streets  of 
Caledon.  The  band  played  Orange  and 
Nationalist  airs  alternately,  and  the 
crowd  shouted  and  yelled.  The  occasion 
was  the  expected  eviction  of  a  publican 
on  the  following  day  ;  but  a  settlement 
was  come  to  at  the  last  moment  and  the 
eviction  did  not  take  place.  The  small 
local  force  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  disorder  during  the  night,  but 
reinforcements  were  summoned  and  ar- 
rived next  morning.  Mr.  Townsend,  the 
resident  magistrate,  informs  me  that 
at  Caledon  petty  sessions  on  the  lOtJi 
instant  his  brother  magistrates  com- 
plained of  the  matter,  whereupon  he 
asked  the  police  why  they  had  allowed 
such 'an  intolerable  state  of  things  to 
continue  for  twenty-four  hours  to  Ae 
annoyance  of  the  inhabitants.  He  said 
he  thought  they  should  have  stopped 
it,  but  said  nothing  about  batoning. 
Mr.  Townsend's  remarks  appear  to  have 
been  made  in  the  interests  of  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  his  district,  and  do 
not  call  for  official  notice.  The  reason 
for  the  inaction  of  the  police  has  already 
been  stated.  The  fact  that  in  this 
instance    Orangemen    and    Nationalists 
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were  united  in  a  common  purpose  does 
not  aSord  any  justification  for  disturbing 
the  quiet  inhabitants  of  the  town  for  a 
whole  night. 

Wexford  Labourers'  Cottage  Scheme. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  8.) :     To 
ask  the   Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant    of    Ireland    whether   he    is 
aware  that  for  the  last  twenty -five  years 
the    Wexford    Rural    District    Council 
tave  been  in  the  habit  of  entering  into 
agreements  with  the  parties  interested 
in  the  lands  proposed  to  be  acquired 
oompulsorily   for   the    purposes   of   the 
Labourers  Acts  ;  that  under  the  improve- 
ment scheme  they  are  at  present  about 
to  carry  out  the  council  entered  into  a 
number  of  such  agreements ;     that  in 
•oases  where  they  failed  to  agree  as  to 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  land  they 
applied  to  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
to  appoint  an  arbitrator  for  that  purpose  ; 
that  on  8th  May  last  the  Board  appointed 
an  arbitrator  to  determine  the  purchase 
money  to  be  paid  so  far  as  compensation 
for  the  same  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  agreement,  and  that  the  arbitrator 
•did  inquire  into  such  cases;     that  on 
18th  June  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
wrote  to  the  district  council  to  the  effect 
that  in  a  case  affecting  the  Newtownards 
Rural  District  Council  the  King's  Bench 
Division  of    the  High  Court  of  Justice 
in    Ireland    had    unanimously    decided 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  any  district 
xjouncil  where  the  lands  were  proposed 
to   be   compulsorily   acquired   to  enter 
into  agreements  with  the  parties  inter- 
-ested,  and  that  the  compensation  there- 
fore should  be  arrived  at  by  the  arbitrator, 
and  accordingly  the  cases  in  which  agree- 
ments had   been  entered   into   by  the 
Wexford    District    Council    should    be 
submitted  to  him ;    that  the  arbitrator, 
notwithstanding   the    limitation   to   his 
appointment,  did  sit  and  inquire    into 
these    agreement    cases    and    spent    a 
•oonsiderable    time    inspecting    the    said 
sites ;     and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  terms  of  Section  3  (1)  of  the  Labourers 
Act  of  1896  and  Sections  4  and  7  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  of 
1890,  the  Local  Government  Board  pro- 
pose to  appeal  against  the  judgment  of 
the  King's  Bench  so  as  to  have  the  law 
•on  the  subject  well-established. 


(Answered  hy  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  facts 
are  generally  as  stated  in  the  Question. 
The  Local  Government  Board  do  not 
propose  to  appeal  against  the  decision 
of  the  King's  Bench  Division  in  the 
Newtownards  case.  An  appeal,  in  fact, 
has  been  lodged  by  the  prosecutors  in 
that  case,  and  the  matter  must  therefore 
be  regarded  as  being  still  sub  judice. 


Irish  Intermediate  Education  Inspectors 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.); 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
the    rules    made    by    the    Intermediate 
Education    Board    with    the    approval 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  under  the  authority 
of  the  Intermediate  Education  Act  of 
1900,    contemplated    the    introduction, 
as  part  of  the  system  of  intermediate 
education  in  Ireland,  of  a  scheme  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  a  staff 
of  permanent  inspectors ;    that  the  late 
Grovernment   in   November,    1905,  came 
to   the   conclusion   that   the   time   had 
arrived    for    a    reconsideration    of    the 
reasons    which    were    previously    urged 
against   the   adoption    of   the   scheme ; 
that  with  a  view  to  such  reconsideration 
as  well  as  to  place  the  Government  in 
possession    of    expert    opinion    on    the 
question    of   affecting   a    much   needed 
co-ordination   of  the   systerms  of  inter- 
mediate, primary,  and  technical  educa- 
tion, so  far  as  co-ordination  is  practicable 
within  the  limits  of  existing  powers,  a 
committee   representative   of   the   three 
educational  systems  was  appointed,  with 
instructions  to  make  a  Report  to  the 
Grovernment  on  the  matters  mentioned  ; 
whether  he  will  state  the  names  of  the 
representatives   who   formed   this   com- 
mittee ;  what  was  the  date  of  its  Report ; 
what  were  the  committee's  recommenda- 
tions;  whether  any  action    has    since 
been    taken    on   its   recommendations ; 
and    whether     he     will    now    consent 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
copy  of  the  Report  of  the  committee 
the  appointment  of  which  so  strongly 
commended   itself   to    the    departments 
concerned. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  ru^es 
of  the  Intermediate  Education  Board 
made  in  1902  prescribed  bonuses  for 
schools  which  on  inspection  should  be 
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reported  as  satisfactory  or  highly  satis- 
factory. In  November,  1905,  the  Govern- 
ment suggested  that  the  question  of  the 
appointment  of  a  staff  of  permanent 
inspectors  might  be  usefully  reconsidered 
in  the  Ught  of,  and  in  conjunction  with, 
the  suggestions  for  co-ordination  of  the 
systems  of  primary  and  intermediate 
education  made  by  Messrs.  Dale  and 
Stephens  in  their  then  recently  published 
Report  on  Intermediate  Education.  As 
a  result  the  matter  was  considered  by 
a  committee  consisting  of  the  Right 
Reverend  Dr.  Archdall,  Bishop  of  Killaloe 
and  Dr.  Starkie,  nominated  by  the 
Board  of  National  Education,  Mr.  Justice 
Madden  and  the  Reverend  T.  A.  Finlay, 
nominated  by  the  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Board,  and  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Fletcher, 
nominated  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction.  The 
Report  of  the  Committee,  which  is  marked 
private  and  confidential,  is  dated  January, 
1906.  Its  principal  recommendation  is 
the  appointment  of  permanent  inspectors 
imder  the  Intermediate  Education  Board. 
My  predecessor  informed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  1906  that  he  could  not 
undertake  to  present  the  Report  in 
question  to  Parliament,  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  depart  from  his  ruling. 
I  may  say,  however,  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  are  at  present  considering  a  scheme 
for  the  appointment  of  permanent  in- 
spectors, and  I  have  reason  to  hope 
that  a  settlement  may  be  arrived  at  in 
the  near  future. 

Qaeen's  Goimty  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
can  say  what  were  the  number  of  claims 
which  the  Estates  Commissioners  received 
from  evicted  tenants  in  Queen's  County 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1903  ; 
how  many  of  those  tenants  were  restored 
or  got  equivalent  farms  under  the  Act 
of  1903 ;  and  how  many  claims  were 
settled  under  the  Act  of  last  session, 
and  how  many  remain  to  be  dealt  with. 

{Anstvered  bt/  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
since  the  passing  of  the  Irish  Land  Act, 
1903,  they  have  received  up  to  30th 
June  last  322  applications  for  re-instate - 
ment    in    Queen's    County.     Of    these 


applications  129  have  been  rejected ; 
in  fifteen  cases  the  applicants  have  been 
restored  by  the  landlords  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Commissioners  ;  thirty- 
six  have  been  provided  by  the  Commiss- 
sioners  with  holdings  on  lands  purchased 
by  them  ;  and  seventy-six  applicants 
have  been  noted  as  suitable  to  be  pro- 
vided with  holdings  in  the  event  of  the 
Commissioners  acquiring  untenanted  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  former 
holdings ;  sixty-six  of  the  application«y 
which  were  received  since  1st  May,  1907^ 
have  not  yet  been  considered  by  the 
Commissioners.  Up  to  the  present,  no 
persons  have  been  provided  with  holdings 
in  Queen's  County  imder  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act,  1907. 

Lord  Lifltowel's  Estate. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  {Kerry,  N.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  when 
the  holdings  purchased  by  the  tenants 
on  Lord  Listowel's  estate  in  North  Kerry 
will  be  vested  in  the  tenants  so  as  to 
reduce  the  interest  on  the  purchase 
money  from  3  J  to  3 J  per  cent. 

i  {Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
holdir.gs  on   this  estate,   with   the    ex- 

!  ception  of  a  few  outstanding  cases,  were 
vested  in  the  purchasing  tenants  on  the 
16th  instant. 

Mr.  H.  Franks'  North  Kernr  Estate. 
Mr.   FLAVIN:      To   ask  the   Chief 

Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  say  if  the  estate 
of  Mr.  H.  Franks,  in  North  Kerry,  has^ 
been  offered  for  sale  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, and,  if  so,  when ;  has  the 
estate  been  inspected  and  reported  upon^ 
and,  if  so,  when ;  what  price  has  the 
landlord  asked,  and  what  price,  if  any,, 
have  the  Estates  Commissioners  offered 
for  the  estate ;  and  at  what  probable 
date  may  the  sale  be  completed. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
the  estate  of  Mr.  H.  Franks  in  County 
Kerry  has  been  offered  to  them  under 
Section  6.  An  offer  has  been  made  to 
the  owner,  but  he  has  not,  up  to  the- 
present,  agreed  to  accept  it.  The  Com^ 
missiop.ors  cannot,  therefore,  say  when 
the  sale  will  be  completed.    It  would  be- 
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contrary  to  the  Commissioners'  practice 
to  make  any  statement  as  to  the  details 
of  pending  negotiations. 

Intermediate  Edncation  Boles. 
Mr.  FLAVIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  when  the 
Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Ex- 
amination Bules  and  programme  for 
1909,  which  was  presented  on  23rd  June, 
1908  and  ordered  to  be  printed  on  7th 
July,  1908,  will  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhause.)  This 
Paper  was  circulated  yesterday. 

Blacker  Douglas  Estate,  North  Kerry. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  land  known  as  the 
Jeficott  farm,  on  the  Blacker  Douglas 
estate,  situate  near  Ballylongford,  North 
Kerry,  has  been  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  ~  with  the  view 
of  enlarging  uneconomic  holdings  and 
giving  plots  of  land  to  labourers  in  the 
district ;  whether  the  farm  has  been 
inspected  and  reported  upon ;  and,  if 
so,  will  the  Estates  Commissioners  secure 
this  farm  so  as  to  relieve  congestion  in  a 
very  poor  district. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
they  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  give  the 
required  information  until  they  have 
received  the  report  of  the  inspector  to 
whom  all  the  papers  in  connection  with 
the  estate  in  question  have  been  referred. 

Deaths  from  Disease  in  India. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  deaths  from  plague,  cholera,  and 
small-pox,  respectively,  in  any  quin- 
quennial period  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  British  supremacy  in  India, 
in  the  territories  corresponding  with, 
or  approximating  to,  the  presidencies 
of  Madras,  Bombay,  Bengal,  including 
East  Bengal,  the  United  Provinces,  and 
the  Punjab ;  also  the  amoimt  spent  on 
famine  relief,  and  the  amount  of  re- 
missions or  suspensions  of  land  revenue 


in  each  of  the  provinces  named  during 
the  like  period  on  account  of  the  total  or 
partial  failure  of  crops  ;  and  whether  he 
can  give  the  same  information  in  respect 
of  any  other  administration  in  Asia^ 
whether  or  not  under  direct  or  indirect 
European  control. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan,)  Nor 
we  have  no  means  of  obtaining  the 
information  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Madras  Deputy  Collector's  Appeals. 

Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  Mr.  Kothandaramayya,  formerly^ 
deputy  collector  and  magistrate  in  the 
Madras  presidency,  petitioned  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings^ 
on  his  appeal  against  his  dismissal  from 
the  service ;  whether  such  petitioa 
has  been  refused  ;  if  so,  for  what  reason, 
and  will  the  Secretary  of  State  agree 
to  lay  the  Papers  dealing  with  the 
matter  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan,)  The 
appellant  did  petition  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  a  copy  of  the  orders  passed  in 
disposing  of  his  case.  On  inquiry,  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  substance  of 
the  orders  had  been  duly  communicated 
to  the  memorialist.  The  Secretary  of 
State  knew  no  reason  why  passages  in 
the  orders  passed,  not  dealing  with  the 
merits  of  the  case  but  containing  in- 
structions to  the  Madras  Government, 
should  be  communicated  to  the  memo- 
rialist ;  nor  does  he  see  any  advantage 
in  laying  the  Papers  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 


Mr.  O'GRADY :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Mr.  Kothandaramayya, 
formerly  deputy-collector  and  magis- 
trate in  the  Madras  Presidency,  appealed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
against  the  order  of  the  Madras  Govern- 
ment removing  him  from  service,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  a  result 
of  inquiry,  characterised  the  procedure 
as  arbitrary  and  imjudicial;  and 
whether,  in  consequence  of  the  view  so 
taken,  any  relief  or  reparation  was 
granted  Mr.  Kothandaramavj'a. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan).  The 
Secretary  of  State  did  not  use  the 
language  mentioned  in  the  Question. 
He  desired,  in  April,  X904,  that  the 
memorialist  might  be  informed  that  he 
saw  no  sufficient  reason  for  disturbing 
the  order  passed  by  the  l^^dras  Govern- 
ment in  his  case,  in  dismissing  him  from 
the  service  of  the  Grovernment.  The 
present  Secretary  of  State  in  July,  1907, 
on  a  full  consideration  of  a  renewed 
appeal  by  the  memorialist,  refused  to 
re-open  the  question. 
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whom  the  investigation  of  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits  into  Nigeria  is  to  be  re- 
ferred ;  what  is  its  constitution  ;  and 
what  are  the  terms  of  reference  thereto. 


State  of  Jasdan. 
Mr.  E.  H.  LA.MB  (Rochester) :  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  if  he  will  state  what  amount  of 
compensation  has  been  paid  to  the  sons 
and  grandsons  of  the  late  Krachar  Shri 
Ala  Chela,  Chief  of  the  third-class  State 
of  Jasdan  in  Kathiawar,  since  they  weie 
disinherited  by  order  of  His  Majesty's 
Government ;  and  whether  States,  even 
smaller  than  that  held  by  the  above 
chief,  have  in  recent  years  been  divided 
among  the  heirs,  according  to  the  tradi- 
tional custom  which  was  overruled  in  the 
case  of  Jasdan. 

\Anstcered  by  Mr.  Buchanan).  I  have 
no  information  as  to  the  allowances 
allotted  to  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the 
late  Chief  of  Jasdan,  but  it  was  a  con- 
dition of  the  succession  of  the  present 
Chief  that  he  should  make  suitable 
grants  to  them  in  maintenance  and 
should  act  on  any  advice  that  might  be 
given  to  him  by  Government  as  to  these 
grants  of  "giras."  As  regards  the 
smaller  States  in  which  since  the  Jasdan 
decision  succession  may  have  taken  place 


{Answered  by  Colonel  Sedy).  The 
Colonial  Office  is  in  communication  witli 
the  Native  Races  and  the  Liquor  Traffic 
United  Committee  as  to  the  best  manner 
of  conducting  the  investigation.  It  is 
probable  that  some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  details  can  be  settled,  but  my 
right  hon.  friend  may  rest  assured  that 
there  shall  be  no  avoidable  delay. 


Excheqaer  and  Audit  Department 

Mr.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics 
whether  he  will  explain  why  members 
of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 
serving  in  the  Crown  Colonies  and  Pro- 
tectorates are  not  allowed  their  travel'ing 
expenses  to  and  from  the  ports  of  em- 
barkation. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely).  I  can 
only  assure  my  hon.  friend  that  officers 
of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 
are  treated  precisely  in  the  ame  way  as 
all  civil  officers  of  the  Crown  Colonics 
and  Protectorates  who  receive  free 
passages.  It  is  an  old-estabhshed 
practice  that  free  passages  should  not 
carry  also  the  right  to  free  railway 
journeys,  etc.,  between  the  port  of 
embarkation  and  the  home  of  the  officers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse).  This  is 
the  general  rule  in  force  throughout  the 
Colonial  service,  and  accordingly  the 
Colonial  Office  thought  it  desirable  to 


in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  division,    adopt  it  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  the 
I  would  point  out  that  in  cases  where    Question, 
the  application  of  the  principle  of  division 

has  resulted  in   States  losing  internal  Jamaica  Belief  Fnnd. 

sovereignty  and  coming  under  British  j  Mr.  HUNT  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) :  To 
control  and  the  Thana  system,  the  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
reasons  of  policy  that  governed  the  Colonies  if  he  is  aware  <^hat  the  committee 
Jasdan  decision,  viz.,  the  maintenance  imder  the  chairmanship  of  the  (Jovemor 
of  an  estate  large  enough  to  support  |  of  Jamaica,  appointed  to  distribute  the 
internal  sovereignty,  do  not  apply.  |  money  voted  by  Parliament  and  sub- 

scribed by  the  English  public  towards 
Importation  of  Spirits  into  Nigeria*       I  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  from  the  King- 
Mr.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  Rush-    ston  earthquake,  has  caused  grants  to  be 
clifle) :     To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of    made  to  certain  sufferers  on  the  condition 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can  i  that  such  fimds  were  to  be  expended 
now  state  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  to  '  only  in  litigation  for  the  prosecution  of 
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insurance  claims  ;  and,  seeing  that  this 
money  was  intended  to  be  applied  to 
relief,  whether  he  has  sanctioned  this 
diversion  from  its  original  object ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  he  will  signify  his  dis- 
approval to  the  Governor  of  Jamaica. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely).  In  the 
Report  of  the  Assistance  Committee  for 
the  period  ended  dlst  March  last  the 
following  passage  occurs  : — "  It  ap- 
peared to  the  Committee  that  one  of  the 
most  effective  and  practical  means  of 
giving  assistance  woiild  be  to  help  those 
persons  who  had  lost  property  and  stock 
by  fire  and  whose  insurance  claims  were 
contested,  with  the  result  that  they  were 
imable  to  rebuild  or  to  resume  business, 
to  obtain  at  any  rate  a  legal  decision 
upon  their  claims.  The  Committee 
having  ascertained  that  the  majority  of 
the  persons  so  affected  had  combined  to 
support  legal  action  on  their  common 
behalf,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  in  two  test 
cases  had  been  successful  in  actions  in 
the  Supreme  Court  and  on  appeal,  and 
were  in  pressing  need  of  funds  to  defend 
an  appeal  against  these  judgments  before 
the  Privy  Coimcil,  the  Committee  de- 
cided to  allot  to  each  of  such  persons  so 
interested  who  had  applied  to  them  for 
assistance  and  whose  case  on  investiga- 
tion they  had  decided  to  be  one  which 
they  were  entitled  to  aid  imder  the  law, 
a  special  grant  to  assist  him  or  her  to 
defray  his  share  of  the  legal  expenses  of 
prosecuting  the  last-mentioned  appeals. 
In  all  cases,  therefore,  in  which  they  had 
decided  to  give  a  building  grant  or  a 
trade  grant  to  an  insured  person  so 
situated  they  further  allotted  an  amoimt 
equal  to  2  per  cent,  on  the  amount  for 
which  sueh  person  had  been  insured  and 
had  been  refused  allotment  by  an  in- 
surance company,  on  the  condition  that 
if  he  should  be  successful  in  his  claim 
the  amount  of  such  allotment  should  be 
returned  into  the  Assistance  Fund.  The 
grants  made  in  this  manner  amoimted  to 
£2,263  3s.  3d.  As  has  abeady  been 
stated,  in  cases  in  which  a  building  grant 
was  made  on  a  building  destroyed  by 
fire  it  was  stipulated  that  if  j&re  insurance 
was  recovered  a  proportion  of  the  amount 
received  should  be  repaid  into  the  Assis- 
tance Fund  according  to  the  scale  on 
which  the  grant  had  been  made."  The 
Secretary  of  State  sees  no  reason  to 
question  the  action  of  the  Committee  in 


making  grants  to  enable  persons  who  had 
lost  property  and  stock  by  the  fire,  and 
whose  insurance  claims  were  contested^ 
to  obtain  a  lescal  decision  on  their  claims. 

Imports  of  Continental  Hops- 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  Continental  hops  are  now 
being  offered  on  forward  contract  to  be 
delivered  in  London  in  October  next  at 
28s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  and  whether  such ' 
hops  can  be  dealt  with  in  England  with- 
out being  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Hop  (Prevention  of  Frauds)  Act, 
1866. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr,  Churchill.)  It  is 
possible  that  Continental  hops  of  old 
stock  or  of  the  lowest  grade  of  1908  crop 
may  have  been  offered  at  the  price  stated. 
I  am  informed,  however,  that  current 
quotations  range  from  30s.  to  70b.  per 
cwt.  without  business.  I  understand 
that  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Hop 
Industry  were  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  apply  the  general 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1866  to  foreign 
hops  without  further  legislation. 

Hop  Harvest  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  if  he 
will  state  at  what  period  of  the  year  the 
hop  crop  is  picked  in  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  so-called  1908  American  hops  have 
been  advertised  for  sale  in  London  during 
the  present  month  of  July. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  ChurehilL)  I  am 
informed  that  American  hops  are  not 
picked  until  August.  I  have  no  inform- 
ation as  to '  the  latter  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion. 

Hop  Acreage  in  England  and  America-. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  To  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  what  was 
the  acreage  of  hops  cultivated  in  the 
Western  States  of  America  -and  in  Eng- 
land in  each  of  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Churchill,)  The 
following  statement  gives  the  informa; 
tion  desired  by  the  hon.  Member  so  far 
as  it  is.  available.  Acreage  under  hops 
in :  (1)  England  and  Wales ;  and  (2) 
the  Western  Division  of  the  United 
states  of  America- .,,^^^^^(^Qogi^ 
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Western  l>irijiion 

of  the  United  States  ol 

America.* 


Years. 


England  and  Wales. 


1880  - 

1881  - 

1882  . 

1883  - 

1884  . 

1885  . 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1890  . 

1891  - 

1892  . 

1893  - 

1894  - 

1895  - 

1896  - 

1897  . 

1898  . 

1899  . 

1900  . 

1901  - 
1002  - 

1903  . 

1904  - 

1905  - 

1906  - 

1907  - 


Acres. 
66,698 

64,943 

65,619 

68,016 

69,258 

71,327 

70,127 

63,706 

58,494 

57,749 

53,961 

56,145 

56,259 

57,564 

59,535 

58,940 

54,217 

50,863 

49,735 

51,843 

51,308 

51,127 

48,031 

47,938 

47,799 

48,967 

46,722 

44,938 


Acres. 
1,957 


12,23^ 


27,683 


These  particolare  are  only  collected  at  the  time  of  the  Decennial  OenanaiC 
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The  Western  Division  comprises  the 
following  States  :— Montana,  New  Mexico, 
Washington,  Idaho,  Arizona,  Oregon, 
Wyoming,  Utah,  California,  Colorado, 
Nevada. 

OonBumptive  Emigrants  to  Oanada- 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  under  Canadian 
Law  emigrants  from  this  comitry  who 
develop  consumption  within  two  years 
after  arrival  in  Canada  are  required  to 
return ;  and,  seeing  that  the  various 
steamship  companies  make  no  provision 
for  the  isolation  of  such  passengers,  will 
he  consider  the  expediency  of  com- 
municating with  the  companies  on  the 
subject. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  ChurchilL)  I  am 
aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  Canadian 
Immigration  Acts  on  this  subject,  and  I 
believe  that  the  steamship  companies 
are  fully  alive  to  their  responsibilities 
imder  those  Acts,  and  take  precautions 
to  prevent  persons  being  embarked  who 
are  liable  to  be  deported.  I  will  consider 
whether  any  further  action  should  be 
taken,  but  the  powers  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  limited  to  securing  that 
steerage  passengers  shall  not  be  embarked 
who  are  likely  to  be  a  danger  to  them- 
selves or  to  others  during  the  voyage. 

Scottish  Orofters. 
Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  in  view  of  the  abandonment 
of  the  Small  Landholders  (Scotland) 
Bill,  will  he  introduce  legislation  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  Crofters  Act 
to  crofter  tenants  holding  under  lease. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  must 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  terms  of  my 
Answer  to  his  Question  of  yesterday 
in  regard  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
Crofters  Act. 

Price  of  Beef  in  Ohicago  and  New  York. 
Mr.  cooper  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  what  have  been 
the  average  prices  of  beef  per  8  lbs.  in 
Chicago  and  in  New  York  from  July,  1907, 
to  June.  1908. 

[Anstoered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
following    statement    gives    the    parti- 


culars asked  for  so  far  as  regards  New 
York.  I  am  endeavouring  to  obtain 
corresponding  particulars  as  regards 
Chicago- 
Wholesale  market  price  of  beef  in  New 
York,  July,  1907,  to  June,  1908. 


Month. 


Mean  price 
per  8  poonds. 


1907. 

8.  d. 

July        .... 

2     4 

August  .... 

2     3 

September      .        .        - 

2    4 

October 

2     5 

November 

2     ^ 

December 

2    6J 

1908. 

January 

2    6 

February        -        -        - 

2    4J 

March    .... 

2     5\ 

April      .        -        -        . 

2     9 

May       -        .        -        . 

2     9i 

June      .... 

2     9i» 

*  Based  on  quotation  for  4th  June  only. 

Note. — The  figures  are  the  mean  of 
highest  and  lowest  quotations  of  **  family 
beef"  for  one  day  in  each  week  of  the 
month,  and  are  taken  from  "Monthly 
Summary  of  Commerce  and  Finance  of 
the  United  States." 

Imports  of  Foreign  Hops. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  :    To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  were 
the  imports  of  foreign  hops  in  1820  and 
each  subsequent  year. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  ChurchiU.)  The  fol- 
lowing statement  gives  the  information 
asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member — : 
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Table  showing  the  quantity  of  hops  imported  into  the  United  Eangdom  in  each  year 

from  1820  to  1907,  inclusive— 


Years. 

Quantity  imported. 

Tears. 

Quantity  imported. 

1820 

Cwts. 

1 

1846 

Cwts. 
3,283 

1821 

— 

1847 

1,471 

1822 

— 

1848 

385 

1823 

572 

1849 

5,265 

1824 

2,171 

1850 

6»479 

1825 

3,202 

1851 

462 

1826 

1,914 

1852 

309 

1827 

6 

1853 

42,344 

1828 

41 

1854 

119,040 

1829 

28 

1865 

24,662 

1830 

77 

1856 

15,987 

1831 

98 

1867 

18,711 

.  1832 

100 

1858 

13,000 

1833 

299 

1859 

2,220 

1834 

471 

1860 

68,91& 

1835 

28 

1861 

149,176- 

1836 

1862 

133,791 

1837 

1863 

147,281 

1838 

46 

1864 

98,666; 

1839 

— 

1866 

82,479 

1840 

107 

1866 

85,687 

1841 

34 

1867 

296,117 

1842 

— 

1868 

231,720 

1843 

28 

1869 

322,515 

1844 

267 

1870 

127,853 

1845 

726 

1871 

218,664 
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Years. 

Quantity  imported. 

Tears. 

Quantity  imported. 

1872 

Cwts. 
136,965 

1890 

Cwta. 
188,028 

1873 

122,729 

1891 

196,266 

1874 

146,994 

1892 

187,607 

1876 

266,444 

1893 

204,392 

1876 

167,366 

1894 

189,156 

1877 

250,039 

1895 

217,161 

1878 

168,834 

1896 

207,041 

1879 

262,765 

1897 

164,164 

1880 

195,987 

1898 

244,136 

1881 

147,559 

1899 

180,233 

1882 

319,620 

1900 

• 

198,494 

1883 

129,900 

1901 

116,042 

1884 

266,777 

1902 

191,324 

1885 

266,952 

1903 

113,998 

1886 

163,759 

1904 

313,667 

1887 

146,122 

1906 

108,953 

1888 

216,606 

1906 

232,619 

1889 

199,384 

1907 

202,324 

Tarbert  Pier,  Loch  Fyne. 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College):  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  has  yet  got  from  the  Scottish 
Office  the  desired  infonnation  about  Tal- 
bert  Pier,  Loch  Fyne,  and,  if  so,  will  he 
communicate  it  to  the  House. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The  in- 
fonnation with  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  furnished  me  as  the  result 
of  his  inquiries  is  to  the  following  effect : 
The  pier  in  question  has  been  let  for  a 
considerable  time  past  by  the  Campbells 
of  Stonefield.  The  lease  expired  in  May 
last,  when  the  property  was  again  adver- 


tised and  the  offer  of  the  former  lessee 
accepted.  Owing,  however,  to  a  diffi- 
culty that  arose  between  Mr.  Campbell 
and  his  tenant,  the  former  decided  to 
make  the  pier  free  to  the  public  and  he 
is  carrying  out  certain  repairs.  Doubts 
appear  to  have  arisen  in  the  locality  as 
to  who  is  really  the  owner  of  the  pier, 
but  no  authentic  information  is  at  present 
forthcoming  on  this  point. 

Ohnrclies  (Scotland)  CommiBsioii. 

Mb.  SUTHERLAND  (Elgin  Burghs)  : 

To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 

all    the    allocations    by    the     Churches 

(Scotland)  Commission  were  made  months 
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ago ;     and,  if  so,  when  the  final  distri- 
l)ution  will  take  place. 

{Ansu^ered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  A  com- 
prehensive statement  of  the  allocation 
of  the  entire  funds  and  property  of  the 
churches  was  commimicated  to  the 
Press  on  17th  February  last,  but  these 
allocations  are  inoperative  until  given 
effect  to  in  fonnal  orders  which  are  very 
nimierous  and  involve  detailed  adjust- 
ments, the  completion  of  which  remains 
largely  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  for 
the  churches.  It  is  believed  that  all 
the  work  entailed  will  be  concluded 
during  the  extended  period  for  which 
the  Commission  has  been  appointed. 


Partial  Exemption  Scholars. 
Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) ;  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether  the  additional  attendances 
allowed  under  Article  43  (c)  of  the  Day 
School  Code  in  respect  of  partial  ex- 
emption scholars  are  also  counted  in 
determining  the  accommodation  of  a 
^hool  and  the  staff  required. 

(Anstoered    by    Mr.  Runciman.)    The 
Answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Police  Day  of  Best. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
-Green) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether,  in 
view  of  the  sitting  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Police  Day  of  Rest  Bill,  he  will  order 
a  ballot  to  be  taken  of  the  constables  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  on  the 
subject ;  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  instructions  of  the 
•Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  to  the 
chief  inspectors  to  ascertain  from  ser- 
geants and  constables  their  views  on 
a  number  of  questions  dealing  with 
weekly  leave,  loss  of  payment  for  such 
leave,  a  reduction  of  pension  if  such 
leave  were  granted,  and  other  matters 
-outside  the  terms  of  reference  submitted 
to  the  Committee ;  and  whether  he 
sanctioned  this  action  of  the  Chief 
•Commissioner;  and,  whether,  with  a 
view  to  having  a  free  and  impartial 
return  of  the  men,  he  will  have  the 
question  of  a  day's  rest  in  seven  placed 
before  them  on  ballot  papers  for  them 
to  express  their  votes  for  or  against. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  GhdsUme.) 
The  hon.  Member  must  have  been  mis- 
informed. The  Commissioner  of  Police 
informs  me  that  he  has  not  given  in- 
structions for  any  such  inquiries  as  are 
mentioned  in  the  Question.  The  matter 
is  not  one  in  which  a  ballot  could  be 
taken  with  any  advantage,  as  the  chief 
question  involved  is  one  of  finance  and 
of  increased  burden  on  the  ratepayers. 

English  Industrial  Schools. 
Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  how  many  day  in- 
dustrial schools  there  are  in  England, 
and  what  is  the  number  of  scholars,  male 
and  female,  in  average  attendance  at 
them  and  whether  any  practical  diffi- 
culties have  been  found  in  carrying  out 
the  system  of  religious  instruction  in 
those  schools,  and,  if  so,  what  are  those 
difficulties. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
There  are  fifteen  day  industrial  schools 
in  England.  The  average  attendance 
in  1707  was  1,257  boys  and  694  girls. 
No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in 
carrjnng  out  the  system  of  religious 
instruction. 

English  Hop  Acreage. 
Mr.  COURTBOPE:  To  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  what  was  the  English 
acreage  of  hops  in  the  years  1820,  1835, 
1845,  1855,  1865,  1876,  1885,  1895,  and 
1907. 

{Anstoered  by  Sir  Edtoard  Strache^.) 
The  existing  system  of  collecting  retains 
of  the  acreage  imder  hops  in  England 
only  commenced  in  1866.  The  figures 
for  1875  and  other  years  specified  are 
as  follows  • — 


Tear. 
1875 
1885 
1895 
1907 


Acreage. 

-  69,171 

-  71,327 
.  58,940 
.  44,938 


Cattle  Disease. 
Sib  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.) : 
To   ask   the   hon.   Member  for   Sooth 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
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of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  what  arrange- 
ments exist  for  securing  the  prompt 
international  notification  of  the  existence 
of  contagious  diseases  of  sheep  and 
cattle  ii|  different  countries ;  whether 
the  presence  of  ?ny  contagious  diseases 
of  cattle,  e.g.,  foot-and-mouth  disease, 
rinderpest,  or  pleuro-pneumonia,  has 
been  reported  during  the  present  year 
in  Canada  or  the  United  States ;  and 
how  many  cases  have  been  reported. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edioard  Strachey.) 
With  reference  to  the  first  part  of  the 
Question  perhaps  my  hon.  friend  will 
allow  me  to  refer  him  to  my  reply  on 
28th  May  to  a  similar  Question  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bermondsey. 
The  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion is,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  in  the 
negative. 

Unemploymeiit  in  the  Building  Trade. 
Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  whether,  in  view 
of  the  amoimt  of  unemployment  in  the 
building  trade,  he  will  put  in  hand  all 
new  Grovemment  buildings,  and  altera- 
tions, additions,  and  repairs  to  existing 
buildings  for  which  money  has  been 
voted  by  Parliament,  with  the  object 
of  relieving  to  some  extent  the  distress 
now  existing  in  this  industry. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  I  said 
on  13th  July,  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Ham,  that  I  am  as 
much  interested  as  anybody  in  pressing 
on  thi9  work,  and  no  time  is  being  lost 
in  doing  so. 

Greenwich  Park  Night  Watchmen. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) : 
To  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  it  was  by  his  authority  that 
an  order  was  issued  in  March  last  by 
which  the  night  watchmen's  hours  in 
Greenwich  Park  were  increased  from 
eight  to  thirteen  per  night,  making 
ninety-one  hours  per  week  without  extra 
pay ;  and  whether,  in  consequence  of 
objecting  to  this  increase  on  the  ground 
of  its  imreasonableness,  a  watchman  of 
ten  years  standing  has  been  punished 
by  removal  from  his  position  as  watch- 
man to  that  of  labourer  and  debarred 
from  sharing  in  Sunday  duty  and  over- 
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time  ;  what  is  the  reason  for  the  increase 
in  the  working  hours ;  and  whether 
he  will  make  inquiries  into  the  matter 
with  a  view  to  another  arrangement 
being  made  and  the  reinstatement  ot 
the  workman  in  question. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  The 
arrangement  was  made  in  order  to  bring 
the  duties  of  the  watchman  at  Greenwich 
Park  into  line  with  the  practice  in  other 
parks.  Before  March  last  there  was 
no  watchman  on  duty  at  Greenwich 
during  the  earlier  night  hours  after  clos- 
ing time.  The  hours  will  vary  according 
to  the  time  of  the  year.  The  late  watch- 
man was  given  the  option  of  retaining 
the  post,  but  declined,  preferring  to 
revert  to  ordinary  work  at  is.  6d.  a  day, 
which  was  his  pay  as  a  watchman,  only 
that  he  earned  it  for  seven  days  a  week 
instead  of  six  days  as  at  present.  He 
is  not  debarred  from  overtime  or  Sunday 
duty,  with  extra  pay,  when  it  may  be 
required.  I  see  no  ground  for  further 
action  in  the  matter. 

Strangers  Lobby  Mosaics. 

Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  To  ask  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  whether  the  four  panels  in 
the  Strangers  Lobby,  two  of  which  are 
now  filled  with  mosaics,  were  originally 
intended  to  be  all  filled  in  with  mosaic 
decoration ;  are  there  any  cartoons 
or  working  drawings  in  existence  in- 
tended to  provide  for  the  two  vacant 
panels ;  is  it  intended  in  the  near  future 
to  complete  the  four ;  and  are  the 
patron  saints  of  Ireland  and  Scotland 
to  form  the  motifs  for  the  remaining 
designs. 

(Anstpered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  I  think 
it  most  desirable  that  the  two  remaining 
panels  should  be  finished  in  mosaic, 
as  was  always  intended ;  but  I  fear 
that  the  condition  of  the  public  finances 
will  not  warrant  the  Grovemment  at 
present  in  spending  money  in  works 
of  supererogation,  however  decorative. 
I  may,  however,  suggest  that  these 
panels  are  very  suitable  for  private 
generosity  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  addicted  to  the  missing  saints,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  communi- 
cations in  this  direction. 
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Weir  Hospital  Orant. 
Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the  EUand 
Division,  as  representing  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  whether  the  Charity 
Commissioners  will  extend  the  time 
allowed  for  objections  and  suggestions 
to  the  draft  scheme  in  the  matter  of  the 
Weir  Hospital  grant  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  of  Streatham  mitil  14th 
October  next,  the  date  to  which  they 
have  extended  the  time  to  the  Wands- 
worth borough  council. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Trevelyan.)  The 
Charity  Commissioners  will  extend  the 
time  as  desired. 

Aberdeen  Boyal  Naval  Volunteer 
Beserve. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
connection  with  the  inquiry  which  has 
been  asked  for,  and  the  consideration 
by  the  Admiralty  Volunteer  Committee 
into  the  creation  of  a  new  division  of 
the  Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve  at 
Aberdeen,  if  he  will  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  holding  a  public  inquiry 
there,  with  due  notice,  so  that  a  local 
committee  might  be  formed  amongst 
those  most  likely  to  be  of  help  in  the 
matter ;  and  if  he  will  keep  in  view 
the  advantages  which  would  accrue 
from  the  retention  of  H.M.S.  "  Clyde  " 
as  a  drill-hall  and  head-quarters  of  the 
proposed  new  division  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Volunteer  Reserve. 

(Ansioered  by  Mr.  McKenna,)  As  was 
stated  on  the  13th  instant,  the  matter 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend  is  receiving 
consideration  in  case  any  extension  of 
the  existing  numbers  of  the  Naval 
Volimteers  should  be  required.  The 
matter  has  not  yet  reached  a  stage  at 
which  a  public  inquiry  at  Aberdeen 
would  be  of  advantage.  The  old  system 
of  training  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
on  Board  stationary  drill-ships  is  being 
terminated,  and  in  consequence  H.M.S. 
"  Clvde  "  will  be  paid  off  on  or  before 
3l8t  March,   1911. 

Burning  of  Bonar  Bridge,  Crofters*  Honse. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Lord-  Advocate 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  Saturday, 
18th  July  last,  the  sheriff  officer  forcibly 


entered  the  house  of  John  Murray,  t 
crofter  residing  alone  on  a  croft  at 
Laidbreack,  Bonar  Bridge,  inherited  from 
his  grandfather  twenty  years  since, 
and,  during  the  crofters'  absence  from 
home,  removed  his  goods  and  burnt  the 
house  to  the  ground ;  and  will  he  state 
why  this  official  adopted  such  extreme 
measures,  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  arrest  this  method  of  carrying 
out  evictions.  i 

{Afiswered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shav.) 
I  have  perused  a  Report  from  the  chief 
constable  on  this  subject  with  certain 
depositions  and  documents.  While  it 
appears  from  these  that  John  Murray 
is  not  a  crofter  as  alleged,  and  has  never 
been  tenant  of  the  subjects  at  Laidbreack, 
and  neither  worked  the  land  nor  had 
stock  thereon,  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  remit  the  question  to  the  Crown 
Office,  and  I  have  directed  that  a  special 
Report  from  the  procurator  fiscal  should 
be  made  upon  the  eviction  proceedings 
referred  to.  These  *  proceedings  were 
presumably  taken  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  proprietor. 

Beer  Brewinic  Statistics.  . 

Mr.    COURTHOPE:       To    ask  Mr.      j 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  were 
the  numbers  of  standard  barrels  of  beer      . 
brewed   in   Great   Britain   in   the  vean 
1820,    1835,    1845,    1855,     1865,    1875, 
1885,  1895,  and  1907. 

^(Ans^vered    by    Mr,    Lloyd-George,) 
Barrels  of  Beer  brewed  in  Great  Britain 

Year  ended  B&rrek 

5th  July,  1821     Strong  Beer    -  5,699,329 

Table  Beer      -  1,646.141 

Total        -  7,345,470 

Duty  repealed  1830.  No  returns  avail- 
able for  the  years  1835,  1845,  and  1855, 
the  duty  being  levied  on  malt. 

Year  ended  Barrels. 

3l8t  March,  1866  •        -  23,853,391 

(estimated) 
30th  September,  1875  -  28,988,767 

(estimated) 
31st  March,  1866  -        -  25,045,275 

(estimated) 
31st  March,  1896  -        -  31,023,360 

31st  March,  1908  -        -  30,931,227 
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Old- Age  Pensions  and  Workhouse 
Pensioners. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
pensioners  in  workhouses,  the  cost  of 
whose  maintenance  is  deducted  from 
pension,  are  debarred  from  the  benefit 
of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  by  Clause  3. 

[Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George,)  The 
question  is  one  of  some  difficulty  ;  but, 
at  at  present  advised,  I  am  disposed 
to  think  that  the  Answer  is  in  the 
affirmative. 

West  Africa  Nickel  Coinage. 
Mr.  ESSEX :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
oi  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  ex- 
hibit during  the  autumn  session  in  the 
Library  or  Tea-Room,  or  some  other 
easily  accessible  part  of  the  House, 
an  example  of  each  of  the  nickel  coins 
issued  last  year  to  certain  Colonies  on 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  together 
therewith  examples  of  the  bronze  coins 
of  similar  values  now  in  current  use 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George,)  I 
have  given  instructions  for  my  hon. 
friend's  suggestion  to  be  carried  out. 

Inland  Bevenne  Chemical  Officers. 
Mr.  SNOWDEN  (Blackburn):  To 
Ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  reply 
to  the  petition  of  the  chemical  officers 
of  Inland  Revenue,  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  in  July,  1907, 
asking  for  the  grant  of  an  allowance 
similar  to  that  paid  to  testing  officers 
of  Customs  at  the  outports. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George.)  The 
matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

Captain  Bryce  Wilson. 
Mr.  NIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  after  making 
an  adverse  confidential  report  with 
reference  to  Captain  Bryce  Wilson,  his 
commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Graham,  recommended  him  for  promotion 
to  a  majority  in  a  cavalry  regiment 
serving,  or  about  to  serve,  in  India. 

Mr.  NIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  whether,  on  2nd  Decem- 


ber, 1907,  the  War  Office  officially 
stated  that  there  was  nothing  against 
the  character  or  efficiency  of  Captain 
Wilson ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  that 
fact  and  the  desirability  of  establishing 
public  confidence  in  the  decisions  of  the 
military  authorities,  he  will  state  why 
Captain  Wilson  was  dismissed  or  retired 
from  the  service  in  view  of  such  official 
declarations. 

Mr.  NIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Captain  Bryce  Wilson,  late  of  the 
5th  Lancers,  was  dealt  with  upon  the 
basis  of  a  confidential  report  made  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Graham,  which  it 
was  alleged  was  wholly  untrue  and  at 
variance  with  the  previous  Reports  made 
by  the  said  commanding  officer;  and 
whether,  in  the  interest  of  the  service 
and  the  public,  he  will  direct  an  investi- 
gation to  be  made  into  the  circumstances 
and  truth  of  such  Report. 

Mr.  NIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  October,  1907,  Captain  Wilson 
was  placed  on  half-pay  and  subsequently 
gazetted  out  of  the  5th  Lancers,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  on  25th 
November,  1907,  his  late  commanding 
officer.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Graham,  ad- 
mitted his  fitness  to  remain  in  the  service, 
while  objecting  to  his  continuance  (for 
private  and  personal  reasons)  in  the 
5th  Lancers  ;  and  whether  he  will  insist 
upon  a  full  explanation  being  given 
why  two  inconsistent  and  contradictory 
Reports  were  allowed  to  be  given  by 
and  received  from  the  same  officer  with 
regard  to  the  subject. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
In  replying  to  these  four  Questions 
together,  I  take  the  opportunity  of 
stating  the  facts  as  to  what  took  place. 
On  receiving  from  Lieutenant -Colonel 
Graham  a  Report  that  Captain  Bryce 
Wilson  had  not  a  good  influence  in  his 
regiment,  the  Army  Council  called  upon 
Greneral  Sir  John  French,  Commanding- 
in- Chief  at  Aldershot,  for  his  views. 
He  reported  that  in  lus  opinion  Captain 
Wilson  should  not  be  permitted  to 
rejoin  the  5th  Lancers,  on  account  of  the 
bad  influence  he  exercised  over  the 
junior  officers  of  the  regiment.     These 
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Reports  are  regarded  as  fully  justiMng 
the  action  taken  by  the  Army  Council 
in  placing  Captain  Bryce  Wilson  on 
half-pay.  It  subsequently  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  War  Office  that  the 
removal  to  half-pay  of  five  officers  of 
the  regiment,  of  whom  Captain  Wilson 
was  one,  had  given  rise  to  rumours 
which  reflected  upon  the  character  of 
these  officers.  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  other  officers,  besides  Captain 
Bryce  Wilson,  had  been  placed  on  half- 
pay,  it  was  decided  to  make  a  general 
announcement  to  the  effect  that  the 
action  taken  was  not  taken  on  groimds 
detrimental  to  their  characters.  At  the 
same  time  Captain  Wilson's  retention 
in  the  regiment  was  considered  to  be 
imdesirable  for  the  reasons  given  by 
Sir  John  French  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded.  It  is  true  that,  after  reporting 
adversely  upon  Captain  Wilson,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Graham  recommended 
him  for  promotion  into  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment serving  or  about  to  serve  in  India, 
but  the  Army  Council  did  not  agree 
with  the  recommendation.  In  expressing 
the  opinion  that  this  officer  was  not  un- 
fit to  remain  in  the  service  Lieutenant - 
Colonel  Graham  intended  to  imply  that 
in  extra-regimental  employment,  the 
special  reasons  which  rendered  Captain 
Wilson's  retention  in  the  5th  Lancers 
so  undesirable  would  not  operate  at  all 
events  to  anything  like  the  same  extent. 
The  whole  circumstances  have  been 
considered  by  me  personally  as  well  as 
in  consultation,  and  in  my  opinion, 
and  that  of  my  military  advisers,  it 
would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
Army  or  the  public  to  restore  Captain 
Bryce-  Wilson  to  his  former  position. 

Shoebnry  Fishery  Bights. 
Mr.  WHITEHEAD:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
several  and  private  rights  of  fishery 
now  exist  over  any,  and  what,  part  of 
the  foreshore  belonging  to  the  War 
Office  in  the  parishes  of  Foulness,  Shoe- 
bury,  Great  Wakering,  or  Southchurch ; 
and  whether  any  such  rights  have  by 
conveyance  become  vested  in  the  Crown, 
and,  if  so,  over  what  part  of  the  said 
foreshore. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
1  am  not  in  a  position  to  answer  the 


hon.  Member's  Question  without  some 
investigation,  and  I  will  let  him  have 
a  written  reply  in  due  course. 

Irish  Territorial  Force  Oi&oen  and  J1117 
Service* 

Colonel  McCALMONT  (Antrim,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  officers  belonging  to  the  Territorial 
Force  or  to  the  Militia  in  Ireland  are 
exempt  from  serving  on  ordinary  or 
special  juries. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haidane.) 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber to  the  Answer  which  I  gave  last 
Monday  to  a  similar  Question  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  East  Down. 
Ireland  is  no  exception  in  this  matter. 

Director  of  Army  Finance. 
Colonel  R.  WILLIAMS  (Dorsetshire, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  in  what  respects  he  has  reconstituted 
the  office  of  Director  of  Army  Finance; 
whether  the  minute  or  other  document 
defining  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  the  reconstituted  office  has  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Treasury  and  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House ;  and  if 
he  can  assure  the  House  that  its  financial 
control  is  in  no  way  weakened  by  the 
change. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  details  of  the  changes  involved 
have  not  yet  been  settled ;  but  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  may  rest  assured 
that  in  any  modifications  that  may  be 
made  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
second  Report  of  the  Public  Account* 
Committee  of  this  year  will  be  carefully 
and  exactly  observed,  and  the  financial 
control  of  the  House  will  be  in  no  way 
weakened.  I  shall  be  prepared  when 
the  time  comes  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
a  docimient  defining  the  responsibilities 
and  duties  of  the  Assistant  Financial 
Secretary,  who  will  be  the  Accounting 
Officer  of  the  War  Department. 

Printing  of  Government  Billfl. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  establishing,  as  a  general  practice, 
in  the  printing  of  (Government  Bills 
and  Acts  of  Parliament  to  which  schedules 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1737 


Questions. 


{30  July  1908} 


Qfiestions. 


1738 


are  attached,  that  there  should  be  in- 
serted opposite  each  schedule  as  a 
marginal  note  a  reference  to  the  section 
or  sections  which  contain  references  to 
that  schedule. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Asquith,)  I  will 
consider  this  question.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  practice  could  be  followed 
as  regards  Acts.  The  only  difficulty 
as  regards  Bills  is  the  practical  difficulty 
of  keeping  the  references  correct  when 
Bills  have  to  be  reprinted  without 
delay  after  their  various  stages  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

Bo8yth> 
Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  :  To  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether,  in  view  of  the  low  price  of 
raw  material,  the  increased  nimibers 
of  the  unemployed  on  the  North-East 
Coast,  and  the  imminence  of  wasteful 
local  relief  works,  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  expediting  those  naval 
works  at  Rosyth,  which  are  necessary 
to  the  Fleet  and  which  would  offer  a 
large  field  for  labour. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Asquith,)  As  has 
already  been  stated  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  contract  will  be  placed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  it  is  proposed  to  make 
provision  in  its  terms  for  a  premium  to 
be  paid  to  the  contractor  for  completion 
of  the  work  before  the  contract  time. 

Fisheries  Investigation  Beport. 
Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY  (Great 
Grimsby) :  To  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
-when  the  Report  of  the  Treasury  Com- 
mittee on  Scientific  and  Statical  Fisheries 
Investigation  will  be  printed  and  cir- 
culated ;  and  whether  the  Grovemment 
will  adopt  the  recommendations. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  The  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  forthwith,  but  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  state  what  conclusions  may 
be  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendations. 

Gnstoms  Warehouses  Stock-takinir. 

Mr.  sears  (Cheltenham)  :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
his   attention   has    been    drawn   to   the 


system  of  periodical  stock-taking  in 
warehouses  under  the  Inland  Revenue 
Department  and  under  the  Customs 
Board  ;  is  he  aware  that  in  connection 
with  a  certain  warehouse  handed  over 
from  the  Customs  to  the  Inland  Revenue 
in  1903  a  balance  was  struck  showing 
stock  representing  a  duty  of  £1,200 
when  there  was  not  a  single  package  in 
the  warehouse ;  will  he  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  this  matter  and  into  the 
methods  of  stock-taking  adopted  in  the 
Customs,  and  an  investigation  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  stock  shown  in  the 
books  of  the  Board  agree  with  the  stock 
actually  in  the  warehouse  ;  and  whether 
there  has  been  a  fraudulent  removal  of 
stock  from  any  of  the  other  warehouses 
under  that  Board. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
Treasury  have  had  the  matter  referred 
to  in  this  question  under  their  considera- 
tion quite  recently,  and  it  will  be  further 
considered  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed amalgamation  of  the  two  Revenue  ^ 
Boards.  The  Board  of  Customs  are 
unable  to  trace  the  transfer  in  1903  of 
the  bonded  warehouse  mentioned. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Submarine  Dangers. 
Mr.  MACPHERSDN  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
what  means,  if  any,  animal  or  mechanical, 
existed  on  board  Submarine  No  9  for  the 
detection  of  the  escape  of  petrol  gas; 
and  whether  he  will  state  what  methods 
the  Admiralty  propose  taking  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  mishaps  as  that 
which  took  place  on  Submarine  No.  9  off 
Folkestone  on  Tuesday  9th  July. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
.ALTY  (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.) :  In  the  case  of  the  recent  accident 
in  Submarine  A.  9  owing  to  a  mechanical 
defect,  a  large  quantity  of  exhaust  gases 
escaped  into  the  boat.  The  effect  was 
sudden;  and  the  occurence  of  defects 
of  this  kind,  though  happily  rare,  are 
almost  impossible  to  guard  against. 
Engines  have  so  much  improved  since 
submarine  boats  were  first  built,  that 
such  an  escape  of  petrol  gas  as  white 
mice  would  serve  to  register,  is  no  longer 
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to  be  feared.  There  is  no  remedy  for 
such  an  accident  as  occurred  in  A.  9,  the 
tffFect  of  carbon  monoxide  on  the  men 
being  so  rapid. 

Report  on  the  Naval  Manoeuvres. 
Mr.  STA  VELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kineswinford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state 
when  the  customary  report  as  to  the 
recent  naval  manoeuvres  will  be  issued. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  recent 
manoeuvres,  like  those  of  October  1907, 
were  in  the  nature  of  confidential  fleet 
exercises,  and  no  report  en  them  will  be 
issued. 

Boyal  Naval  Beserve. 
Sir  gilbert  P AKKEK  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  Government  will 
consider  the  advisability  and  propriety  of 
granting  to  officers  and  men  of  the  Eoyal 
Naval  Reserve  a  long-service  and  good- 
conduct  medal;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  granting  to 
trained  men  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
a  higher  rank  than  that  at  present  given 
of  A.B.  or  stoker. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  grant  of  a 
decoration  to  the  officers  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve  and  of  a  medal  to  the  men 
is  still  under  consideration,  but  it  is  hoped 
to  make  an  announcement  on  the  subject 
at  an  early  date.  Under  the  regulations 
for  the  new  system  of  training,  a  limited 
number  of  seamen  and  stokers.  Royal 
Naval  Reserve,  not  exceeding  two  per 
cent,  of  each  class,  are  eligible  for  ad- 
vancement to  the  ratings  of  leading 
seamen  and  leading  stokers.  Royal  Naval 
Reserve,  subject  to  the  conditions  for 
promotion  laid  down  in  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve  regulations. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  May  I  as- 
sume that  the  matter  is  under  favourable 
consideration  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  hope  to  make  at 
an  early  date  an  announcement  which 
I  trust  will  satisfy  the  hon.  Member. 

Trial  Trips  of  New  Vessels. 
Mr.  CURRAN  (Duriiam,  Jarrow) :   1 1 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  he  is  aware  that  several 


of  His  Majesty's  vessels  have  gone  out  on 
trial-trip  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Haw- 
thorn, Leslie,  and  Company,  Government 
contractors,  inefficiently  and  under- 
manned ;  that  H.M.S.  Torpedo  boat  No. 
21,  with  machinery  by  Messrs.  Hawthorn, 
Leslie,  and  Company,  has  had  a  number 
of  unsuccessful  trial-trips  during  the  last 
five  months  ;  that  the  engine-room  and 
boiler-room  staff  at  the  trials  of  th» 
vessel,  which  uses  oil  as  fuel,  was  com- 
posed of  apprentices  to  the  extent  of 
about  75  per  cent ;  and  whftther  he  will 
make  representations  to  the  firm  in  ques- 
tion on  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Two  vessels  fair 
which  Messrs.  Hawthorn,  Leslie,  and 
Company  are  the  contractors,  have  made 
trials,  but  they  were  not  considered  to  be 
inefficiently  manned  or  under-manned. 
Torpedo-boat  No.  21 — one  of  the  above 
two  vessels— has  made  a  number  of  trials 
during  the  last  ^ve  months.  These  were 
unsuccessful  solely  because  the  contract 
speed  had  not  been  realised.  Although 
the  complement  of  No.  21  Torpedo-boat 
has  throughout  these  trials  been  known 
to  be  largely  composed  of  apprentices,  it 
is  not  considered  that  the  failure  to  attain 
the  contract  speed  was  attributable  to 
any  inefficiency  in  the  engine-room  staff. 
No  representation  to  the  firm  is  necessary 
on  this  matter,  as  no  condition  of  their 
contract  with  the  Admiralty  has  been 
infringed. 

Mr.  CURRAN :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  investigate  why  the  contract 
speeds  were  not  realised  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  A  contract  would 
not  be  concluded  till  the  contract  speed 
was  realised. 

Messrs.  O.  Gorderoy  &  Co.  and  the 
Admixalty. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Bury  St.  Edmunds): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty on  what  works  Messrs.  G.  Corderoj 
and  Co.  have  been  employed  during  the 
last  five  years  by  the  Admiralty  ai^ 
quantity  surveyors ;  on  what  basis  pay- 
ments have  been  made  to  this  and  other 
firms ;  and  whether  the  Admiralty  have 
considered  the  question  of  employing 
their  own  staff  to  carry  out  this  work. 

Mr.  McKENNA :  List  of  works  under- 
taken  by  Messrs.  G.  Corderov  and  Co.^ 
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during  the  five  years  ending  31st  March, 
1908: — Malta,  Docks  and  Breakwater; 
Gibraltar  Dockyard,  Harbour,  Com- 
mercial Mole,  Dockyard  Extension  and 
Coaling  Facilities;'  Dover,  Harbour; 
Hong  Kong,  Dockyard  Extension  and 
Coaling  Facilities ;  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Dockyard  Extension;  Chatham,  New 
Dock,  Naval  Barracks,  Hospital,  Slaugh- 
ter-house, Commander-in-Chief's  Resi- 
dence, New  River  Wall ;  Pembroke, 
Jetty;  Sheemess,  Depot  for  Torpedo 
Boat  Destroyers  and  Drainage;  West 
India  Docks,  New  Offices ;  Deptford, 
Seamen's  Clothing  Store;  Greenwich, 
Laboratories;  Deal,  Additions  to  Ser- 
geant's Mess;  Horsea  Island,  Torpedo 
Range;  Haulbowline,  Coaling  Jetty; 
Dartmouth,  Royal  Naval  College; 
Devoiiport,  Dockyard  Extension,  Naval 
Barracks,  Electrical  Generating  Station, 
&c..  Gunnery  School,  Magazines,  Coaling ; 
Plymouth,  Hospital,  Wards  for  Lunatics. 
The  basis  on  which  payments  ha\  e  been 
made  to  this  and  other  firms  is  a  percent- 
age on  the  cost  of  the  work  for 
which  quantities  have  been  prepared  or 
measurements  made.  The  Board  have 
only  just  received  for  consideration  a  full 
report  on  the  question  of  employing  the 
Admiralty  Works  Department  staff  to  do 
this  work. 

Naval  Discussions. 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) :  I  bog  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  any  communica- 
tions have  been  received  at  the  Admiralty 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Channel  Fleet  with  reference  to  a  serious 
collision  having  been  imminent  between 
H.M.S.  "Good  Hope"  and  H.M.S. 
"Argyll,"  owing  to  an  order  given  by 
the  Commander-in  Chief  of  the  Channel 
Fleet. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  Board  have 
had  reported  to  them  and  have  examined 
the  positions  of  the  Fleet  at  the  moment 
the  signal  referred  to  was  made,  and 
they  are  satisfied  that  the  manoeuvre  was 
not  dangerous.  At  the  same  time  the 
Rear  Admiral,  as  he  thought  there  was 
risk  in  carrying  out  the  order,  was 
justified  in  turning  the  other  way;  and 
the  Commander-in-Chief  so  informed  him 
by  signal  at  the  time. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  Will 
my  right  hon.  friend  convey  that  answer 


to  the  editors  of  those  papers  which 
erroneously  accused  Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford  of  having  endangered  the  lives  of 
1,600  men? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  think  it  is  always 
desirable  to  avoid  communications  with 
the  Press. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
he  is  now  speaking  for  the  whole  of  his 
colleagues  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  called  upon  to  answer  that 
Question. 

Naval  Ordnance  Department  and  Peti- 
tions from  the  Employees. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  executive  officer  of  the 
Naval  Ordnance  Department  has  refused 
to  forward  a  petition  from  the  store- 
house clerks  to  the  Admiralty,  and,  if  so, 
can  he  say  whether  this  officer  was  acting 
upon  his  own  authority,  and  what  action 
he  intends  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  A  petition  put 
forward  by  the  storehouse  clerks  to 
amend  the  position  of  their  own  class  at 
Woolwich  in  January  last,  was  objected 
to  by  the  acting  naval  ordnance  officer 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  signed  by 
several  men  who  were  not  storehouse 
clerks.  They  were  directed  to  amend 
the  petition  by  excluding  such  names, 
but  they  preferred  to  withdraw  it. 
Since  that  time  no  new  petition  has  been 
received.  This  action,  which  was  correct, 
was  taken  by  the  acting  naval  ordnance 
officer  on  his  own  authority.  If  a 
properly  signed  petition  is  put  forward  it 
will  be  duly  considered. 

Overtime  in  Deptford  Victualling  Yard. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  how 
much  overtime  has  been  worked  by  the 
employees  at  Deptford  Victualling  Yard 
since  3iSt  March,  1908,  and  how  many 
men  have  been  discharged  from  the  same 
place  since  the  same  date. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  amount  of  over- 
time worked  in  100  days  since  31st  March 
is  computed  at  fifteen  minutes^ 
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per  man.  Fifteen  workpeople  have  been 
dlBcharged  and  six  entered,  making  a  net 
discharge  of  nine  persons. 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard  Storehouse 
Staff. 

Me.  T.  F.  RICHA.RDS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  can  say  when  the  storehouse  staff  at 
Deptford  Victualling  Yard  are  likely  to 
receive  the  increase  of  wages  promised 
them  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  pay,  etc.  of  the 
storehouse  staff  at  all  the  victualling 
yards  is  now  receiving  consideration,  and 
a  decision  will  be  promulgated  within  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Naval  Conrts  Martial. 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealmg)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty whether  in  the  Channel  and  Home 
(Kore  Division)  Fleets  there  has  been  an 
abnormal  number  of  courts  martial  held 
upon  men  for  breaches  of  discipline  during 
the  past  twelve  months;  and  whether 
this  state  of  things  is  largely  due  to  the 
week-end  leave  which  prevails,  or  has 
prevailed^  during  that  period. 

Mb.  McEJSNNA  :  I  am  sending  the 
hon.  Member  copies  of  the  quarterly 
returns  for  last  year.  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  there  has  been  an  ab- 
normal number  of  courts  martial  in  the 
fleets  named  during  the  past  twelve 
months. 

Mr.  NIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  is  the 
especial  difficulty  or  what  the  dispro- 
portionate amount  of  labour  involved 
which  prevents  him  from  informing  the 
House  what  is  the  total  of  the  men  of  all 
ratings  in  the  various  fleets  or  squadrons, 
and  the  number  of  courts  martial  held  in 
respect  of  charges  of  insubordination  or 
breach  of  discipline  during  the  past  twelve 
months  ;  and  whether  those  figures  being 
given  the  department  is  not  competent  to 
give  the  percentages  asked  for. 

Mr,  McKENNA  :  I  have  already  sent 
the  hon.  Member  the  most  recent  return 
showing  the  number  of  men  tried  by 
court  martial  in  the  various  fleets.  The 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  percentages 
arises  from  the  doubt  as  to  what  exactly 
the  hon.  Member  means  when  he  speaks 


of  the  Home  Fleet,  Channel  Fleet,  &c., 
and  to  the  variation  during  the  year  in 
the  composition  of  the  fleets  and  the 
numbers  of  men  borne. 

Contracts  for  Destroyers. 
Mr.  DU  CROS  (Hastings) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Firet  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  contracts  for  the  five  des- 
troyers of  the  1907  programme  have  yet 
been  awarded,  and,  if  so,  when;  and 
what  is  the  earliest  date  upon  whick 
these  vessels  can  be  completed,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  twelve  German 
destroyers  of  the  same  year  are  already 
completed,  while  at  least  one  of  them  has 
done  her  steam  trials. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  "Crusader" 
and  "  Nubian  "  were  ordered  in  January, 
and  the  "Maori,"  "Viking,"  "  ZuV  in 
February  of  this  year.  They  are  all 
expected  to  be  completed  by  October, 
1909. 

Naval  Officers  and  the  Press. 
Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor. 
sham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Frist  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  steps  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the 
officer  who,  in  defiance  of  regulations, 
recently  communicated  to  a  newspaper 
an  account  of  an  alleged  incident  in  the 
Channel  Fleet ;  and  whether,  in  the  event 
of  the  name  of  the  officer  being  dis- 
covered, he  will  be  tried  by  court  martial 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  am  not  aware  what 
grounds  the  noble  Lord  has  for  imputing 
a  breach  of  honour  to  any  naval  officer. 
If  he  will  state  them  or  communicate 
them  to  me  privately,  I  will  investigate 
them.     They  are  quite  unknown  to  me. 

Earl  WINTERTON:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  I  make  no 
allegation  of  breach  of  honour,  but  rather 
of  breach  of  regulations  1  I  desire  to 
give  notice  that,  in  view  of  the  answer 
given,  I  shall  raise  the  matter  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  noble  Lords 
Question  asks  whether  we  propose  to 
take  steps  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the 
officer  who,  in  defiance  of  regulations, 
recently  communicated  to  a  newspaper 
an  account  of  an  alleged  incident  in  the 
Channel   Fleet.      In     my    judgment   it 
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vould  be  a  breach  of  honour  for  an  officer 
to  commuriicate  such  a  matter  to  the 
Press. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  Does  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  think  that  that  is 
-entirely  a  matter  of  opinion  1  My 
Question  was  directed  to  the  matter  of  fact. 


Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  propose  to  hold  any  inquiry 
to  ascertain  how  this  information  leaked 
out  to  the  papers  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Notice  should  be 
given  of  that  Question. 

Progress  in  India. 

Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  the  speedy  recovery  of 
the  Indian  peasantry  as  soon  as  periods 
of  abnormally  high  prices  are  at  an  end 
has  been  one  of  the  marked  features  of 
modem  Indian  administration ;  and 
whether  there  is  a  general  consensus  of 
opinion  that  there  has  been  in  recent 
years  a  progressive  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian 
Empire. 

Mr,  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford) :  Before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
answers  that  Question,  may  I  ask  whether 
it  is  not  the  fact  that  in  recent  years  there 
has  been  a  more  rapid  succession  of 
famines  and  a  corresponding  increase  in 
mortality  1 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  o»  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan,  Perthshire, 
E.) :  I  do  not  think  there  have  been 
more  lamentable  famines  in  recent  years. 
I  think  that  if  one  compares  the  ravages 
of  famine  in  recent  years  with  those  of 
fifty  or  100  years  ago,  one  would  find 
that  the  ravages  then  were  much  greater 
than  they  are  now.  As  to  the  Question 
on  the  Paper,  the  view  expressed  in  the 
first  Question  is  in  accordance  with  the 
conclusions  of  recent  Famine  Commissions 
and  of  the  local  governments.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Question,  the'  hon. 
Member  must  judge  for  himself  as  to  the 
existence  of  unanimity  on  the  point.  I 
at  any  rate  agree  with  him,  as  he  will 
have  gathered  from  the  remarks  I  made 
on  the  Indian  Budget. 


Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds,  E.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  figures  indicat- 
ing the  average  income  of  the  population 
ten  years  ago  and  now  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  No,  I  have  not 
any  such  figures;  but  I  think  that  on 
the  whole  there  has  been  a  development 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  poorest  of  the 
population  in  India. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
E ) :  These  happy  people  are  thriving 
on  I  Jd.  per  day  ! 

Afforestation  in  India. 
Mr.  REES :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  object  of  the 
forest  policy  of  the  Grovernment  of  India 
is  the  utilisation  of  forests  for  the  benefit 
of  the  cultivating  classes  and  not  for  the 
increase  of  the  revenue  by  the  sale  of 
timber,  further  measures  have  been  taken 
for  the  afforestation  of  waste  lands  ;  and, 
if  the  answer  be  in  the  aflfirmative, 
whether  the  result  of  such  measures  can 
be  stated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  afforestation 
of  waste  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cultivating  classes  is  one  of  the  main 
duties  of  the  Forest  Department.  The 
chapter  on  Forests  in  the  Moral  and 
Material  Progress  Statement  for  the 
decennial  period  ending  1901-2  deals 
fuUy  with  the  progress  made  during  that 
period,  and  more  recent  information  is 
given  in  the  Annual  Statements  for 
succeeding  years.  The  Statement  for 
1906-7  was  presented  in  May  last, 

Indian  Administrative  Beforms. 
Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  reforms  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  India  which  ai*e  now 
under  consideration  will  necessitate 
legislation  by  this  House  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  situation  in  India,  he  will 
consent  to  circulate  the  draft  reform 
proposals  to  Members  of  Parliament  be- 
fore the  House  reassembles  for  the 
autumn  session,  in  order  to  enable  the 
House  to  deal  effectively  with  the  legis- 
lation which  will  be  introduced. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  At  the  present 
stage  it  is  not  certain  whether  the  im- 
provements now  under  consideration  will. 
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or  will  not,  demand  legislation  in  Par- 
liament It  would  be  a  departure  from 
settled  usage  to  circulate  draft  proposals, 
before  formal  submission  of  definite 
conclusions  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  SMEATON  :  Will  some  share  of 
effective  control  over  taxation  be  given 
to  native  statesmen  1 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  gave  as  full  a 
statement  as  possible  on  that  subject  last 
Wednesday  week. 

Mr.  Tilak's  Conviction. 
Mr.  LUPTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
Mr.  Tilak,  at  his  recent  trial  in  Bombay, 
was  convicted  by  seven  English  jurymen 
and  acquitted  by  two  native  jurymen ; 
and,  if  so,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
jury  were  disagreed  and  of  the  feeling 
caused  by  the  sentence  of  six  years  im- 
prisonment in  the  Bombay  Presidency, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  will  cause 
the  sentence  to  be  remitted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  With  regard  to 
my  hon.  friend's  Question  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  full  statement  that  I  made 
on  Tuesday  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Brentford. 

Mr.  LUPTON :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  satisfied  that 
the  articles,  for  writing  which  Mr.  Tilak 
was  tried,  were  properly  translated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  English  jury  who  had 
to  try  him  for  articles  written  in  another 
language  ? 

Mr,  BUCHANAN:  I  do  not  think  that 
that  is  quite  a  fair  presentation  of  the 
case.  I  have  no  reason  for  believing  that 
the  translation  of  the  articles  was  other- 
wise than  fair. 

Mr.  O'QRADY:  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  the  main  line  of  the  defence  was 
that  the  articles  were  not  accurately 
translated  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  am  not  aware  of 
that.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that,  if  that 
were  one  of  the  allegations  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Tilak,  it  was  fairly  con 
sidered  by  both  the  Judge  and  the  jury. 


Mr.  LUPTON:  Would  it  not  be  in 
accordance  with  proper  justice  to  try 
such  a  man  before  a  jury  of  his  own 
countrymen  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Sir  H.  COTTON  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
Mr.  Tilak  objected  to  the  special  jury  on 
account  of  the  large  majority  of  Europeans 
it  would  contain,  and  desired  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  of  his  own  countrymen  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  think  I  said  the 
other  day  that  Mr.  Tilak  challenged  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  special  jurymen, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  prosecuting 
counsel  only  challenged  two. 

Mr.  LUPTON:  Will  tae  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  how  the  panel  is  sum- 
moned ?     They  all  seem  to  be  Europeans. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Hon.  Members 
should  put  these  Questions  on  the  Paper. 

St.  Lucia  Property  Tax  BilL 

Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 
I  beg  to  aak  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the  St. 
Lucia  Property  Tax  Bill,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  will  cause 
a  serious  set-back  to  the  agricul- 
tural improvement  lately  started,  has 
received  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  in  view  of 
the  riots  in  the  island  last  year  and  the 
probability  of  a  renewal  of  the  disorders 
if  the  Bill  is  forced  through  the  Council, 
and  the  effect  such  a  tax  had  in  the  Island 
of  Dominica,  and  which  caused  riots  there 
and  necessitated  the  sending  out  of  a 
Commission  which  recommended  the 
abolition  of  the  law,  whether  his  Majesty's 
Gk)vernment  would  request  the  Admims- 
trator  of  the  Colony  of  St.  Lucia  to 
withdraw  the  Bill  which  is  before  the 
Council ;  whether  seeing  that  the  Colony 
has  a  balance  of  £25,000  to  its  credit 
lying  idle  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown 
Agents,  he  will  explain  the  necessity  for 
further  taxation;  and  whether  he  will 
give  a  Keturn  of  the  value  of  the  products 
of  the  Colony  for  the  past  year  and  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  by  the 
Government  during  that  period. 
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TheUNDER-SECRRTARY  OF  STATE ' 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Seely,  ; 
Liverpool,  Abercromby) ;  I  understand 
that  the  riots  of  last  year  did  not  arise  from 
the  Property  Tax  Bill.  The  St.  Lucia  Pro- 
perty Tax  Bill  of  1907  was  postponed 
early  in  this  year,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  consider  the  repeal  of  the 
Road  Tax  and  the  substitution  of  taxes 
on  property  and  on  incomes  derived  from 
other  sources  than  land.  We  have  not 
yet  received  from  the  Governor  a  report 
on  the  result  of  the  Committee*s  labours, 
nor  any  further  Bill.  1  cannot  well 
discuss  the  necessity  for  a  readjustment 
of  taxation  in  reply  to  a  Question,  but  I 
may  point  out  that  the  existence  of  a 
reserve  surplus  balance  (which  is  earning 
interest  and  not  lying  idle)  does  not 
relieve  the  Grovernment  from  the  duty  of 
securing  equilibrium  in  the  revenue  and 
expenditure.  The  annual  report  con- 
taining the  statistics  desired  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  Question 
has  not  yet  been  received  from  St.  Lucia, 
but  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  when  received 
in  the  usual  manner.         ' 

Diniznln's  Salary. 
Mr.  BYLES,  (Salford,  N.)  :  I  bog  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  the  arrears  of  salary  due  to 
Dinizulu  have  been  actually  paid  from 
the  Imperial  Treasury ;  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  will  be  taken  to  recover  the  money 
from  the  Natal  Government. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  No  money  has  yet 
been  paid.  I  cannot  at  present  add 
anything  to  the  statement  which  I  made 
on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  BYLES  :  How  much  longer  is  he 
to  be  kept  out  of  his  money  1 

Colonel  SEELY :  He  is  not  being 
kept  out  of  it. 

Transvaal  Public  Service. 
Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  Return  showing  the  names 
of  individuals  retrenched  from  the 
public  service  of  the  Transvaal  from  1st 
April,  1908,  to  15th  June,  1908,  which  was 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  Legislative 
As^emblv  of  Pretoria  on  the  Ist  July, 
1908. 


Colonel  SEELY  :  I  see  that  a  Return 
of  the  nature  referred  to  has  been  laid, 
but  it  has  not  yet  been  received.  There 
is  not  likely  to  be  any  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  laid  here,  unless  it  is  very 
bulky  and  expensive  to  print,  but  in 
accordance  with  custom  I  cannot  promise 
a  Paper  which  has  not  been  received. 

British  Indian  Traders  in  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Xorthumber- 
land,  Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to- 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  the 
Transvaal  of  some  thirteen  British-Indiaa 
traders  for  trading  without  licences ; 
whether  these  traders  tendered  the 
licence  money,  which  was  refused  with 
the  above  consequences  because  they 
declined  to  comply  with  the  formalities  of 
the  registration  law  ;  whether  these  men 
were  residents  before  the  war,  already 
holding  certificates  of  identification  and 
possessed  of  a  clean  record ;  and  whether 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  make  friendly 
representations  to  the  Government  of  the 
Transvaal  with  a  view  to  their  speedy 
liberation. 

Colonel  SEELY:  According  to  a 
telegram  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Transvaal  the  Asiatics  lately  prosecuted 
have  been  proceeded  against  tor  contra- 
vention of  the  licensing  laws  and  not  of 
the  Asiatic  registration  legislation.  The 
men  were  found  by  the  licensing  officers- 
to  be  trading  without  licences,  and  tha 
prosecutions  were  undertaken  at  the 
instance  of  the  municipal  authorities. 
Further  inquiry  will  be  made  into  this 
matter. 

White  Labour  on  the  Band. 
Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  can  give  particulars  of 
any  case  in  which  work  which  was  being 
done  on  the  Rand  and  mines  by  Chinese 
coolies,  since  repatriated,  is  now  being 
performed  by  white  labour;  and,  if  no 
such  particulars  are  available  at  the 
Colonial  Office,  will  he  make  inquiries- 
from  the  Transvaal  Government  if  there 
are  any  such  cases. 

Colonel  SEELY:  No,  Sir,  but 
inquiry  shall  be  made  of  the  Transvaal 
Government.  .     r^r^n\o 
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The  Gilbert  Islands. 
Mr.  SMEATON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  grave  charges 
have  been  made  against  the  Resident 
Commissioner  in  the  Gilbert  group  of 
islands  in  the  Western  Pacific,  notably  in 
compelling  the  natives  to  labour  with- 
out wages  on  public  works  and  on  the 
phosphate  concession  held  by  a  private 
company,  of  which  Lord  Stanmore  is 
chairman,  in  inflicting  flogging  for  dis- 
obedience or  dilatoriness,  in  collecting 
taxes  from  the  natives  in  copra  or  cocoa- 
nut  kernel,  which  is  their  staple  food, 
notwithstanding  that  the  phosphate  com- 
pany are  said  to  be  making  from  £80,000 
to  £100,000  a  year  clear  profit  from  the 
guano  which  the  natives  collect  for 
them;  that  these  and  other  statements 
are  sworn  to  by  a  late  resident  in  the 
Gilbert  Islands,  and  confirmed  by  mission- 
aries and  by  three  influential  natives, 
who  have  presented  a  petition  of  com- 
plaint since  the  submission  of  his  Report 
by  Sh-  J.  M.  Thurm,  the  High  Com- 
mission, in  1906 ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  these  allegations,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  will  cause  an 
independent  inquiry  to  be  made  on  the 
spot  by  some  person  or  persons  un- 
connected with  the  administration  of  the 
Western  Pacific  Islands. 

Colonel  SEELY:  Certain  charges  of 
of  the  nature  indicated  by  my  honour- 
able friend  have  been  made  by  a  former 
official  of  the  Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands 
Protectorate,  but  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  not  at  present  received  any  con- 
firmation of  these  charges  by  missionaries 
and  natives  of  the  Protectorate.  The 
High  Commissioner  will  be  asked  to 
send  home  any  petition  which  he  may 
have  received  from  the  Natives  on  the 
subject,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  also 
hopes  to  have  the  opportunity  of  con- 
ferring with  him  personally  when  he 
comes  home  in  the  autumn. 

Egyptian  Schools  and  English  Teachers. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afi'airs  whether  the  Egyptian  Ministry  of 
Public  Instruction  has  called  upon  its 
English  teachers  of  mathematics  and 
science  to  qualify  themselves  either  to 
teach  those  subjects  in  Arabic,  or  to  teach 
history  or  geography,  which  latter  subjects 
-are  still  to  be  taught  in  English ;  and,  if 
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so,  whether  he  will  advise  the  British 
Consul-General  in  Egypt  to  represent  to 
the  Egyptian  Government  that  the  teach- 
iny  of  history  and  geography  in  Arabic 
in  the  Egyptian  schools  is  also  advisable. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  I  have 
no  information  as  to  whether  Uie 
Egyptian  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction 
has  made  a  demand  of  the  nature  indi- 
cated on  its  English  teachers  of  mathe- 
matics and  science,  but  I  will  address  an 
inquiry  on  the  subject  to  His  Majesty's 
Acting  Agent  and  Consul-General  at 
Cairo.  As  regards  the  present  position 
of  Arabic  as  a  medium  of  instruction  in 
mathematics  and  geography,  I  beg  to 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  Sir  Eidon 
Gorst's  Report  for  1907  (Egypt  No.  1, 
1908)  page  32,  paragraph  2,  and  page 
35,  paragraph  2,  in  which  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  subjects  in  which  instmo- 
tion  in  Arabic  is  being  given  is  being 
increased. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Blackpool) :  Is  not  this 
instruction  given  in  Arabic  at  the  present 
time  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  cannot  say 
without  reference  to  the  Report.  I  know 
one  or  two  subjects  have  been  added. 

Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs): 
Is  it  likely  that  properly  qualified  teachers 
in  mathematics  and  science  can  be 
obtained  if  Arabic  is  insisted  upon  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  question 
is  a  very  difficult  one  to  deal  with,  but  I 
think  teaching  in  Arabic  should  be 
encouraged  as  far  as  possible. 

Brigandage  in  Turkey. 
Mr.  pike  PEASE  (Darlington):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  an  official  circular 
has  recently  been  issued  to  British  sub- 
jects residing  in  Turkey  informing  them 
that,  in  the  event  of  their  capture  by 
brigands,  under  no  circumstances  will 
His  Majesty's  Government  advance  any 
funds  whatever  for  their  release  ;  whether 
any  similar  circular  has  been  issued  by 
other  Governments  to  their  subjects  ;  and 
is  he  aware  that  this  circular  will  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  the  employment 
of  engineers,    foremen,  and    others   of 
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Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  am  expect- 
ing a  full  report  in  a  week  or  so. 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  is  that  the  attention  of  British 
subjects  residing  in  Turkey  has  been 
drawn  to  a  circular  issued  by  the  late  Lord 
Granville  in  1881  in  the  sense  stated  by 
the  hon.  Member.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part,  I  have  no  information  as  to 
what  action,  if  any,  may  have  been  taken 
by  other  Governments.  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  circular  had  any  pre- 
judicial effect  before  or  that  its  repetition 
now  will  have  the  effect  mentioned  by  the 
hon  Member  in  the  third  part  of  his 
Question. 

German  Airest  of  the  Trawler ''  General'' 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY  (Great 
Grimsby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has 
placed  before  the  German  Government  the 
case  of  the  illegal  arrest  of  the  steam 
trawler  "  General "  by  the  German  gun- 
boat "  Zeeder  "  on  9th  May  last ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  vessel  was  boarded  by 
a  German  crew  and  taken  to  Cuxhaven, 
that  the  captain  was  imprisoned  and  the 
cargo  of  fish  destroyed,  and  that  when 
tried  by  the  court  they  proved  their  inno- 
cence and  the  ship  and  crew  were  released ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  what  compensa- 
tion the  German  Government  intend  to 
award  the  fishermen  and  vessel  owners  for 
the  loss  they  have  sustained. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  am  aware 
of  the  case  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member.  No  claim  has  yet  been  pre- 
sented to  the  German  Government,  as  I 
am  still  awaiting  the  receipt  of  the  official 
account  of  the  trial  and  other  material, 
but  the  matter  is  receiving  careful 
consideration. 

EarlWINTERTON:  Is  it  notthefa^t 
that  in  these  cases  foreign  Governments 
acquaint  our  Gk>vernment  with  the  trial 
and  its  sequel  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Where  it  is  a 
matter  of  importance  we  instruct  our 
Consuls  to  watch  the  case  and  report  to 
us. 

Sm  GEORGE  DOUGHTY :  Have  you 
had  any  report  in  this  case  1 


German  Arrest  of  the  Trawler  "  Taoms/ 
Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  state  what  com- 
pensation (if  any)  the  German  Govern- 
ment propose  to  award  to  the  captain 
and  crew  and  the  owners  of  the  steam 
trawler  "Taurus,"  which  was  illegally 
arrested  by  a  German  torpedo  boat  whil& 
fishing  off  the  German  coast  on  14th  May 
last;  and  whether  he  can  state  what 
steps  His  Majesty's  Government  propose 
to  take  to  protect  British  fishermen  while 
discharging  these  duties  in  these  water&, 
and  also  to  prevent  these  infringements 
of  international  Law  by  German  naval 
officers. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  The  trial  of 
the  master  of  the  "  Taurus  "  has  not  yet 
taken  place.  Until  it  has,  and  I  have 
been  informed  of  the  result,  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  make  any  statement 
on  the  subject.  The  trial  was  originally 
fixed  for  15th  June  last,  but  as  the 
master  did  not  appear  on  that  day  it  has 
been  postponed  to  24th  August. 

Imprisonment  of  Mr.  Tchaikovsky  in 
St.  Petersburg. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tyd- 
vil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Tchaikovsky,  who  has  for  the  past  eight- 
months  been  a  prisoner  in  the  fortress 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  St.  Petersburg ; 
whether  he  can  say  if  any  charge  has 
been  preferred  against  the  accused  or 
when  he  is  likely  to  be  brought  to  trial ; 
and  whether,  as  Mr.  Tchaikovsky  has 
been  for  thirty  years  a  resident  in  Great 
Britain,  where  his  family  still  reside  and 
practice  their  professions,  and  where 
Mr.  Tchaikovsky  has  not  only  borne  an 
excellent  character  but  earned  a  high 
reputation  in  the  world  of  letters,  he  will 
make  such  representations  as  will  ensure 
that  Mr.  Tchaikovsky  may  either  be 
brought  to  trial  or  be  released  from 
confinement  and  allowed  to  return  to 
his  home  in  London. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  Mr.  Tchai- 
kovsky is  not  a  British  subject,  and  the 
matter  is  therefore  .not  one  in  which 
official  action  could  be  taken. 
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Persian  Imports  of  Arms— Proposed     > 
Russian  Loan. 

Mr,  LYNCH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripen): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  a  laree  quantity 
of  arms  has  recently  entered  Persia  via 
the  Caspian  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Liak- 
hoff  and  the  Royalist  Party  in  the  sup-  i 

?re8sion  of  the  reform  movement  in  I 
'ersia ;  can  he  state  whether  a  loan  to  i 
the  Shah  by  Russia  is  under  negotiation ;  | 
and,  if  so,  whether,  in  the  view  of  His  , 
Majesty's  Government,  such  separate  | 
action  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  signa- 1 
tories  of  the  Anglo  Russian  Convention 
would  be  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of 
that  Convention. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  As  regards 
the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion, I  have  no  information  to  this  effect. 
The  reply  to  the  second  part  is  in  the 
negative,  and  there  is  therefore  no  occa- 
sion to  comment  upon  it. 

Colonel  LiakhofTs  Action  in  Teheran. 

Mr.  lynch  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
he  has  yet  received  mformation  as  to 
the  part  played  by  Colonel  Liakhoff  in 
the  suppression  of  the  Persian  Parlia- 
ment ;  is  it  a  fact  that  last  December  the 
Representatives  in  the  Persian  capital  of 
Oreat  Britain  and  Russia  pressed  upon 
the  Shah  the  advice  to  remain  faithful  to 
his  promise  solemnly  made  to  the  popular 
assembly,  that  he  would  observe  the 
constitution,  one  of  the  articles  of  which 
provides  that  the  royal  orders  will  be 
sanctioned  only  when  they  have  received 
the  signature  of  a  responsible  minister; 
were  the  orders  issued  to  Colonel  Liak- 
hoff, which  resulted  in  the  sack  of  the 
Parliament  House,  countersigned  in  this 
manner ;  and  on  what  grounds  does  the 
Russian  Goveniment  justify  the  suppres- 
sion by  a  Russian  officer  of  the  popular 
assembly,  to  which  Russia  and  Great 
Britain  had  urged  the  Shah  to  remain 
faithful. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  have  no 
more  information  now  than  I  had  when 
the  hon.  Member  last  asked  Questions  on 
these  points ;  nor  do  I  see  how  I  can 
usefully  add  to  the  general  explanation 
and  expression  of  opinion  which  I  gave  on 
Monday. 


Mr.  lynch  :  Seeing  these  evente 
occurred  more  than  five  weeks  ago,  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavour  to 
get  the  information  before  Parliament 
rises  ] 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Even  if  I  had 
the  information  I  am  not  at  all  sure  I 
should  be  able  to  add  to  the  statement  I 
made  last  Monday,  when  the  hon. 
Member  had  a  full  opportunity  of  stating 
his  views,  and  I  replied  on  the  generw 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Increase  in  Lnnacy. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Report  of  the 
Lunacy  Commissioners  for  1907  states  on 
page  5  that  the  rate  of  increase  in  certified 
lunatics  was  equivalent  to  237*2  percent 
over  the  figures  for  1859,  and  that  the 
general  population  increase  for  the  same 
period  was  at  the  rate  of  77*5  per  cent, 
he  can  see  his  way  to  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made  as  to  the  causes  of  this  continued 
and  larse  percentage  of  increase  of 
certified  lunatics. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.):  I  beg  to 
answer  this  Question  on  behalf  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  As  pointed  out  on 
pages  8  and  9  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners,  there  are  many  con- 
siderations to  be  borne  in  mind  in 
interpreting  the  figures  as  to  lunacy  ;  and 
I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  ^'pedal 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
alleged  increase  of  insanity  issued  in  1897. 
The  whole  question  is  receiving  careful 
consideration,  and  the  Government  will 
no  doubt  receive  assistance  from  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
Feeble-Minded,  which  will  be  issued  in  a 
few  days. 

Provincial  Homes  Invetitment  Company- 

Mr.  WALSH  (Lancashire,  Ince):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  a  case  reported  on 
16th  June,  in  which  the  evidence  showed 
that  a  policeman  named  Wilkinson, 
acting  as  agent  for  a  company  entitled  the 
Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company, 
had  induced  a  woman  named  Pojmton  to 
subscribe  sums  amounting  to  £37  10s.  to 
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the  said  company ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Judge  Parry  stated  that  the  company 
was  really  and  essenti^ly  a  fraudulent 
concern ;  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with 
police  office  regulations  for  constables  to 
act  as  agents  of  societies ;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  take  steps  to  prevent  similar  action 
by  police  officers  in  future. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  making 
inquiry  in  the  matter,  and  in  the  meantime 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  express  any 
opinion  as  to  the  part  taken  by  Wilkinson 
in  the  case. 

Motor  'Bus  Breakdowns. 
Mr.  S.  COLLINS  (Lambeth,  Kenning- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  he  will  give 
a  Return  showing  the  number  of  motor 
'buses  that  broke  down  within  the  area 
of  the  county  of  London  during  the  last 
twelve  months. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  regret  that  I 
am  unable  to  give  the  information  desired. 
No  official  figures  as  to  breakdowns  are 
<;ompiled,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
define  breakdowns  so  as  to  distinguish 
them  from  temporary  stoppages,  due  to 
the  need  of  adjusting  brakes,  replenishihg 
the  supply  of  water  in  the  radiator,  etc. 

Illicit  Hawking  of  Beer. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S):  I 
heg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  sentence  of  a  fine 
of  £50  or  three  months  imprisonment 
recently  passed  by  the  Brentford  bench 
of  magistrates  upon  a  man  named 
Swallow  for  supplying  a  bottle  of  beer  to 
a  customer  whose  name  had  not  been 
entered  in  his  employer's  books  ;  whether 
the  man  is  now  undergoing  such  term  of 
imprisonment ;  and,  if  so,  whether  having 
regard  to  the  technical  character  of  the 
offence  and  to  the  fact  that  no  previous 
charge  had  been  made  against  the  man, 
he  will  consider  the  justice  of  advising  a 
reduction  of  the  sentence. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  This  was  a  case 
of  illicit  hawking  of  beer,  which  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a  merely  technical  offence. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  in  my  opinion  a 
serious  offence,  which  is  difficult  to 
detect,  and  when  detected,  calls  for  an 
exemplary  penalty.  On  the  information 
before  me,  I  see  no  fi;rounds  for  advising 


interference  with  the  sentence  which  the 
Court  in  its  discretion  imposed. 

Metropolitan  Police. 
Mr.  ROWLANDS  (Kent,  Dartford) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  it  has  been 
usual  for  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force, 
when  they  have  been  called  upon  for 
extremely  exceptional  duties,  to  be 
granted  two  or  three  days  extra  leave ; 
and  whether  this  course  was  adopted  on 
each  occasion  of  the  Boyal  Jubilee  of 
1887  and  1897,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
visit  of  the  Shah  of  Persia. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Extra  leave  was 
given  for  the  Royal  Jubilee  of  1887,  the 
visit  of  the  Shah  in  1889,  and  on  some 
other  occasions ;  but  the  grant  of  this 
extra  leave  involved  such  dislocation  of 
duty  that  in  recent  years,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Coronation,  when  both 
extra  pay  and  extra  leave  were  given, 
any  recognition  of  extraordinary  duties 
has  taken  the  form  of  a  grant  of  pay  and 
not  a  grant  of  leave. 

Arlesey  Asylnm  Brewery. 
Mr.  wiles  (Islington,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  quantity  of  beer 
annually  brewed  in  the  private  brewery 
attached  to  the  Three  Counties  Asylum, 
at  Arlesey,  has  been  reduced  during  the 
last  two  years  from  32,800  gallons  to 
17,600  gallons,  he  will  say  if  he  has  any 
official  reports  showing  what  the  effect 
has  been  upon  the  health  of  the  patients 
or  the  staff  of  this  reduction  in  the  con- 
sumption of  liquor ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  state  their  purport  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  There  is  no 
official  report  showing  what  the  effect  of 
the  reduction  in  the  consumption  of  beer 
has  been  on  the  health  of  the  patients  or 
the  staff  at  the  Three  Counties  Asylum, 
but  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  have 
made  inquiry  of  the  Medical  Superinten- 
dent, who  replies  that  there  has  been  no 
apparent  effect  on  health. 

International  Securities  Corporation, 
Limited. 

Mr.  WALSH:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen 
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Eady  in  the  case  of  the  Inter- 
national Securities  Corporation,  Limited, 
on  23rd  July,  wherein  he  described  the 
company  as  carrying  on  a  business  of 
a  peculiarly  mischievous  character  by 
illegal  and  fraudulent  means,  and  tempt- 
ing poor  people  to  part  with  sums  of 
money  by  means  of  seductive  and 
attractive  advertisements,  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  company  ought  to 
be  wound  up  at  once ;  and  what  steps,  if 
any,  the  Board  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee)  : 
An  order  has  been  made  by  the  Court 
for  the  compulsory  winding-up  of  the 
International  Securities  Corporation, 
Limited,  and  a  full  investigation  is  in 
course  of  being  made  by  the  Official 
Receiver. 

Shunting  Fatality  at  Leeds. 
Mr.  O'GRADY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
death  of  W.  Harris,  an  under  shunter  in 
the  employ  of  the  Midland  Railway 
Company  at  Leeds ;  whether  such  death 
was  caused  through  what  is  known  as 
gravitation  shunting,  the  men  employed 
having  to  run  to  the  wagons,  and  put 
down  hand  brakes,  when  the  wagons 
iiave  reached  the  level,  and  are  travel- 
ling at  the  rate  of  20  miles  an  hour ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  dangerous  prac- 
tice and  the  loss  of  life  that  must  ensue, 
especially  during  the  winter  months  of 
fog  and  darkness,  he  will  take  steps  to 
obviate  such  danger  by  reducing  the 
height  of  the  bank  down  which  the 
wagons  have  to  run,  and  thus  minimise 
the  speed,  by  insisting  on  hand  brakes  to 
be  fixed  each  side  of  the  wagons,  by  the 
ballast  between  the  sidincs  being 
improved,  and  the  staff  of  brakesmen  at 
the  danger  point  being  augmented. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL;  The  accident 
referred  to  has  been  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  railway  company, 
and  I  have  directed  that  an  inquiry  shall 
be  held. 

Fraudulent  Building  Societies. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton)  : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  basiness 

done  by  the  Provincial  Homes  and  other 


building  societies,  and  the  charges 
implied  by  Judge  Parry  against  them, 
he  can  give  any^  assurance  of  immediate 
action  to  protect  the  public  ag&inst 
alleged  fraud. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  must  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  reply  given  on  the  27th 
July  to  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
the  Prestwich  Division.  1  have  directed 
that  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject 
be  made  in  order  to  see  whether  further 
legislation  is  necessary. 

nnemplosrment  Statistics. 
Earl  WINTERTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  in  view  of  the  admitted  im- 
possioility  of  making  any  accurate  com- 
parison between  the  statistics  relating  to 
unemployment  in  Great  Britain  and 
Germany,  respectively,  given  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  Labour  Gazette,  he  will 
cause  the  printing  of  such  statistics  to 
be  discontinued  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
journal  in  question. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Though  the 
official  statistics  of  unemployment  in 
the  two  countries  are  not  comparable, 
e^h  series  of  figures  possesses  a  value  as 
indicating  changes  of  the  slate  of  the 
labour  market.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  figures  ought  to  continue  to  be 
published,  together  with  a  warning 
against  their  misuse. 

Unemployment  in  Manchester. 
Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived statements  from  Manchester  show- 
ing the  increase  in  the  number  of  un- 
employed persons  in  that  district  and  the 
concern  for  the  difficulties  to  be  faced 
later  in  the  year ;  and  whether  he  can 
undertake  to  assist  the  efforts  of  the  local 
authorities  by  grants  of  money  to  meet 
their  requirements. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  do  not  find  that  I 
have  received  any  recent  statement  to 
the  efiect  referred  to  in  the  Question.  I 
shall  certainly  do  all  I  can  to  administer 
to  the  best  advantage  the  sum  voted  by 
Parliament  in  aid  of  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  distress  committees,  so  far  as  it 
falls  to  my  Department  to  disburse  it. 
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Distress  at  Erith. 
Mr.  ROWLAJ^DS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether,  in  vie^  of  the  exceptional 
distress  at  Erith  and  the  stopping  of 
the  works  undertaken  by  the  urban 
district  council,  he  will  take  steps  to 
urge  upon  the  council  the  desirabflity  of 
re-opening  the  works  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  JOHN  BUJRNS :  I  am  in  com- 
munication on  this  subject  with  the 
urban  district  council,  who  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  take  into  consideration  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  ROWLANDS:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  remind  the  council  that 
they  have  a  balance  over  from  the  un- 
employed fund  last  year  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Police  Traps  for  Motorists. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  motorists 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  exceeding  the 
speed  limit  frequently  complain  of  the 
traps  set  by  the  police  for  the  detection 
of  such  breaches  of  the  law ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  these  complaints,  he 
will  suggest  to  the  local  authorities  that 
a  preferable  method  of  enforcing  the  law 
would  be  to  employ  cars  provided  with 
an  accurate  speedometer  so  that  the 
driver  may  know  when  the  car  is  being 
driven  at  the  precise  maximum  speed 
permitted  by  the  law,  each  such  car  to 
c  irry  a  police  officer  in  plain  clothes  with 
instructions  to  arrest  any  car  that  passes 
him  when  he  is  travelling  at  the  maxi- 
mum speed  and  to  prosecute  the  owner 
or  driver  for  exceeding  the  speed-limit. 

Uk.  JOHN  BURNS :  The  somewhat 
expensive  method  of  checking  breaches  of 
the  speed-limit  which  my  hon.  friend 
suggests  does  not  commend  itself  to  me, 
and  [  do  not  think  it  is  one  that  I  could 
recommend  to  police  authorities  for  their 
adoption. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  into  consideration  the 
simple  suggestion  made  by  a  noble  Lord 
in  another  place  1 
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Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  will  take  them 
all  into  consideration. 

Beftisal  of  a  Oharter  to  Eastbourne. 

Mr.  BEAUMONT  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne): I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Gk)vemment  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  after  the  town  of 
Eastbourne  had  applied  under  the  Local 
(Government  Act,  1888,  to  be  created  a 
county  borough,  the  town  authorities 
at  the  request  of  the  Local  GU)vemment 
Board  took  a  special  census  of  the  in- 
habitants, which  showed  a  population  of 
over  50,000 ;  and,  if  so,  what  were  the 
special  reasons  why  the  consideration  of 
Eastbourne's  application  has  been  either 
refused  or  deferred. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  am  aware  of 
the  facts  stated  in  the  Question.  The 
informal  census  taken  by  the  town 
council  showed  a  population  of  50,696 
only,  and  having  regard  fo  the  small 
margin  of  population  above  50,000  thus 
shown,  it  appeared  to  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment  Board  that  the  consideration  of 
the  application  that  Eastbourne  should 
be  made  a  county  borough  should  be 
deferred  until  after  the  next  ordinary 
census,  when  the  precise  population 
would  be  more  accurately  ascertained. 

Mr.  BEAUMONT:  Why  did  the 
Local  Government  Board  insist  on 
putting  Eastbourne  to  the  expense  of 
a  special  census  and  then  decline  to 
abide  by  the  result!  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  order  a  special  census 
to  be  taken  by  the  Registrar-General  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  The  Local 
Grovernment  Board  asked  Eastbourne  to 
take  a  special  census  believing  they 
would  do  so  accurately,  but  it  was  not 
taken  under  circumstances  which  ensured 
its  reliability  to  the  extent  which  was 
neces3ary  to  justify  us  in  conferring  on 
Eastbourne  that  which  Eastbourne  was 
demanding. 

Mr.  BEAUMONP:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  direct  the  Registrar- 
General  to  take  a  census  which  can  be 
relied  uponi 

Mr.  JOHN  SyRNS :  I  will  consider 
that. 

p  Digitized  by  LnOOQlC 


1763 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


1784 


cndham  Postman'ii  Wages. 
Mr.  CLYNES  :  I  beg  to  adk  the  Post- 
master-Qeneral  whether  he  is  aware  that 
postmen  in  Oldham  are  paidiabout  4s.  per 
week  less  .than  Mfctnchaster^  whilst  the 
Board  of  Trade  Returns  and  other  par- 
ticulars show  the  oost  of  Uving  to  be 
slightly  higher  in  the  former  town ;  and 
whether  he  can  consider  the  case  of  the 
Oldham  postal  senrants^on  theibaaisof 
the  memori'il  they  have  recently  pre- 
sentedi  with  a  yiew-  to  raising  thpir  scale 
of  pay. 

Thb  POSTMASTfiR-QENEBAL  (Mr. 
SYDjfXY  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop: 
lar) :  Oldham  skud  Manchester  haye  been 
classed  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Parliamentary  C6m- 
mittee  as  explained  in  the  Parliamentary 
Paper,  "Post  Office  (Changes  in  Wages, 
etc.),"  pages  54  et  seq.  The  classification 
is  based  on  the  volume  of  work  si^bject 
to  modificatioh  where  the  cost  of  living  is 
especially  hieh  or  low.  The  number  of 
unit*  of  work  representing  the  volume  of 
work  at  Oldham  is  409,  which  places  it 
naturally  in  Class  III.,  the  units  of  which 
range  from  240  to  .  800.  The  cost  of 
living  in  Oldham  is  just  under  normal,  so 
that  it  remains  in  Class  TIL  At  Man- 
chester there  are  ho  less  than  .9,612 
units  of  work,  and  Class  I.  scales  are 
therefore  appropriate ;  while  the  cost  of 
living  is  only  ^Rghtly  below  the  nonnal. 
Of  course  my  hon.  friend  dearly  under- 
stands that  no  existing  established  officers 
are  adversely  aflfected  by  an  iteration  in 
scale.  They  all  go  to  their  old  maximum 
and  enjoy. all  benefits  that  may  be  derived 
from  the  improved  stripe  system,  Bank 
holidays,  night  work,  etc 

,Mb.  CJiYNBS:  Has  not  the- right  hon. 
Gentleman  promised  to  consider  specially 
any  cases  in  which  it  ean  be  s^own  that 
the  calculations  were  made  on  a  wrong 
basis  ? 

Mb.  SYDNEY  ByXTON : ,  If.  any  such 
information  is  forwarded  1  will  consider  it. 

Mr.  CLYNES :  I  .un^^rstood  that  a 
memorial  had  been  sent  in. 

Putney  Telephone  Exchange. 

Sir  HENRY  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 

I  beg   to    ask    the   Postmaster-Genera  1 

whether    he    ia    aware   that   the    Post 

Office    telephone    exchange    i^(    Putney 


is  so  obsolete  or  ineffective  that  it 
is  impossible  for  the  General  Post 
Office  to  give  to  an  ordinary  taMe 
instrument  an  extension,  as  the  National 
Telephone  Cotepany  dde^  in  the  same 
iifetri<it ;  and  nrhether  he  will  say  what 
actiotl  he  iaf  going  to  take  in  th6  matter. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  num- 
ber  of  subscribers  to  the  Post  Office  tele- 
phone exchange  at  Putney  is  increasing 
fo  rapidly  that  a  new  exchange  is  being 
provided  for  their  accommodation,  but  I 
am  ^ad  to  eay  that  the  exchange  h 
neither  obsolete  or  ineffective    in   any 

:>ther  respect.  The  hon.  Member's  ques- 
ion  tiiuStj  I  think,  be  based  on  «  misap 
i)i^ehension  of  the  circumstances  of  some 
particular  case.  If  he  will  give  me  par- 
ticulars of  the  ea£ie  I  shall  be  glad  to 
^lave  it  fully  investigated. 

Goyemment  Pensions. 
;  MR.MILDMAY(Devon^i^Totne8): 
'!  b^-  to  ask  the  .  Postmaster-General 
vhether^. seeing  thatj  the  re.cipients  of  old- 
age  pensions  will  he  pai4  weekly*  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  apranging  that 
all  other  persons  at  present  in  receipt  of 
Goviemment  pensions  payable,  thnnigh 
the  Post  Office  shall  be  paid  weekly. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON ':  Post  Oflice 
pensioners  in  receipt  of  pensions  of  less 
than  £80  tk  year  already  ha&ie  the  option 
of  weekly  payment  if  they,  received 
weekly  wages  before  superannuation.  All 
other  Post  Office  pensioners  .are  paid 
monthly  or  quarterly,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  alter  this  arrangement.,  ^^rmy 
and  Navy  pensioners  are  .wdd  at  Post 
Offices  by  means  of  Money  Qrders  issued 
monthly  or  quarterly  by  the  War  Office 
and  the  Admiralty.  I  am  not,  of  course, 
responsible,  in  the  case  of  these  pensions, 
for  anything  beyond  the  cashing  of  the 
Orders,  and  have  no  cpntrol  over  the 
period  of  payment. 

Boyal  London  Friendly  Society. 

Mr.  GLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  .W»R, 
Skipton) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  S^retary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  the  Chief  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies  is  aware  that  au 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at  between 
the  supporters  and  opponents  of  the 
conversion  of  the  Royal  London  Friendlj 
Society  into  a  mutual  insurance  company ; 
whether  he  caii  state  the  terms  of  that 
agreement;  whether  tjheXJMgf  Registrar 
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Ims.  yet  confirme<}.  the  cpnvei^ion }  aac^ 
il  not,  whedier  he.. c^  state  wben  he  is 
Ukelj  todasoM  .,.  ,  ^  . 

Thb  FINaWal"  SECI^ETARY  TO 
TOfi  TREASURY  (Mr.  HoBHOiz^^, 
Bristol^  R) :  I  mider&^t^pd  tha^t  a  meetmg 
took  place  on  the  92nd  instant  between 
the  represeiirtitttiyes  o(  the  Socie^ty  .of  the 
National  Union' of  Insuranoa.  Agentt.  and 
oif  eertain  coUeotorsj  ^at^whicb.  terms  ^.of 
agreement  favourable  to  the  dissentient 
Golioctorsi  were  offered  by  the  Soeie^iand 
provisionally  accepted*  but:  I  have, not 
Deen  informed  how  far  th^se  ctejsna  l^ve 
been  ratified.  The  ^main  ;point  r  colteeded 
was  that  collectors  should  be  ^aranteed 
the  market  price  for  their  books  if  they 
received  Aotice  to  leave  for  any  cause 
except  /*  wilful  /dishonestor,"  1  I  must, 
however,  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Society  if  he  wishes  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
terms  themselvei  Hie.  Chief  Registrar 
proposes  to  register  the  .Itesolutions 
to  morrow.         . 

Mr.  CLOUGH:  Has  allidea'of  testing 
the  legality  of  the  poll  been  abandoned ) 

Mr  H0BH0U[SE:  Tliat  is  '^  matter 
which  does  not  concern  the  Treasury. 
It  rests  entirely  with  the  members^  of 
the  Society. 

Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 

^  ask^  if  those  who  voted  for  the  conversion 

had  their  costs  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 

the  society  while  the  Opponents  paid  liheir 

own  expenses.' 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  No,  Sii*.  I  have 
inquired  and  find  that- the'  society's 
funds  were  not  used  for  that  purpose. 

•  Mr.  O^aRADY:  I.  beg.  to  ask  the 
Secretary  t6  theT?reasary  \jTOthferj  having 
regat-d  to  the  recent  -conversion  of 
the  Royal  London  Friendly  Society,  he 
will  consider  the  possibility  of  presenting 
a  Bill  amending  the  Friendly  ^Societies 
Act>  1896,  section  54  of  whi^h  confers  the 
absolute  right  upon  wealthier  societies  to 
convert  themselves  into  cbn^panies  and  so 
destroy  the  benefits  in  the  Act  specially 
designed  for  the  use  of  ^'industrial 
cpmmunity.  .  '  .//      . 

Mr,  HOBMOU^E:  No,  rSJr.  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  no  intention 
of  amending  the  Friendly  Societies  AQt 


further  than  is  pi:ovided  in  tiie  Bill  whidi 
has  reoently  been  read'  a  tdird  time  in 
thin  House  and  is  now  under  consideration 
in  the  House  of  Lards. 

Mu.  P'GaiADYr^Was  not;  the  effect  of 
tbiaoonversiuna.oonsiddfable  fiaii  in  the 
value  of  shares  ?      . 

;Mk.  HOBHOUSE:  That  does  iK>t 
affect  the  Treasury,  which  Jias  no  power 
over  that  at  alL 

^  Mm.  0'GfiADY>;;  I  beg  *  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  applicatdoK  wa&  presented 
ta  the  Hegistiar  of ,  Friendlyr  Societies  on 
tHoA  18th  dayol  Jube;  last  asking  the 
R^istrar  to  appcinfinspectors^to  inquire 
into,  the  mabters  oonneoted'  with  the 
attempt  to*  convert  the  Royal  London 
Society  into  a  mutual  compan^;  aind  that, 
aa^et,  naanch  inquiry  hao^beeki  ^ordered 
OTv  direeted  ;  and  whether  xsteps  will  be 
taken  at  once  to  institute  ^such  inquiry. 

Mr.  H  O  B  ho  USE:  The  Chief 
Be^strar  of<  ;Friendiy^Soeiedesl  dniorms 
me^ '  that  he>  kMS  jnaiosed .  this  application 
OQ.the  gniuDd  that  the  applicants  did  not 
shew  sufficient  came  ior  an  iBbpeetion  as 
iftinequired  by  imbsectkin^^  lof  oectien  76 
oi  the  Act.      ;  c      .    •         , 

Mr*  OWB ADY:  r  I  beg  to.  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treaeory  whether  «he!  is 
aware  that  provision  has  been  made  in  the 
new .  oonstitution  of  the  Roj^  i  London 
Mutual  Insurance  Socijety^  Limited^  to  take 
30  per  cent,  of  the  ^premium  income  pf  the 
society  (exclusive  of  .commission  paid,  to 
collectors^  for  mftnage^lent^  egpeasefiy  and 
that  the  total 'ps;en4um..i.. income  .is 
£1,000,000;  aod  whetl^er.  ho  wi)l  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  affairs  con- 
neoted  with  such  conversion,  with  a  view 
of  amending  the  Friendly  Societies  Act 
to  prevent  such  conversiQn  of  friendly 
societies  by  laying  down  a  draft  code  of 
ruks  and  incorporating  tiiem  ^  in  .  an 
amended  Act.  •        ;        . 

,  Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :.  Thefirst.  part  of 
this  Question  concerns  >  the  ^o^uxl  of 
Trade.  I  have  already  repUed  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Question. 

fteorganisatiou  of  the  Customs. 
Mr,  T.  F.  RiCHARt)S.  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  tha  S^retorv  to 
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the  Treasury  whether,  in  the  coming 
amalgamation  of  the  Ciutoms  and  Excise, 
all  officers  of  Customs,  clerical  or  prac- 
tical, who  have  reached  the  age  of  sixty- 
two,  will  be  called  upon  to  retire,  as  is 
done  in  the  Excise  service  at  the  present 
time ;  and  whether  facilities  for  retire- 
ment on  advantageous  terms  will  be  given 
to  officers  who  desire  to  take  up  their 
Huperannuation  rather  than  accept  service 
in  the  new  department 

I  beg  also  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  a  position  or  positions 
under  the  combined  Board  of  Excise  and 
Customs  have  been  offered,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  highly  placed  Excise 
officials ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
is  a  belief  in  the  Excise  and  Customs 
services  that  an  effort  is  being  made,  by 
the  offer  of  desirable  positions  to  highly 
placed  Excise  officials,  to  buy  off  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  amalgamation ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
abandoning  a  scheme  which  has  to  be 
carried  through  by  such  methods. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  In  reply  to  this 
Question  and  to  the  Question  on  the  same 
subject  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
addressed  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, I  beg  to  inform  him  that  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  anticipate  the  decision 
hereafter  to  be  reached  on  the  details  of 
the  forthcoming  amalgamation  of  the 
Customs  and  Excise  services. 

Ballinorley  (Sli£o)  Teacher's  Residence. 

Mr.  McHUGH  (Sligo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  a  loan  was  obtained  from  the 
Board  of  Works,  Ireland,  through  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
for  the  erection  of  a  teacher's  residence 
at  Ballinorley,  county  Sligo  ;  what 
amount  remains  outstanding,  and  whether 
payments  for  principal  and  interest  on 
the  loan  have  still  twelve  years  to  run  ; 
is  he  aware  that  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  have  struck  the 
Ballinorley  school  off  the  roll ;  and,  as  the 
residence  will  now  become  vacant  if  the 
school  is  closed,  will  he  state  how  he  pro- 
p  )ses  to  collect  the  amount  outstanding 
lor  principal  and  interest. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE :  The  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  inform  me  that  a  loan 
was  obtained  from  them  for  the  erection 
of  a  teacher's  residence  at  Ballinorley, 


county  Sligo,  of  which  the  amount  out- 
standing is  J&39  Is.  9d.,  the  payment  in 
respect  of  principal  and  interest  having 
still  twelve  years  to  run.  It  is  the  case 
that  the  Commissioners  of  Nation*! 
Education  have  struck  Ballinorley  school 
off  the  roll,  but  the  residence  in  connec- 
tion with  the  school  will  not  become 
vacant.  It  has  been  let  by  the  manager 
for  nearly  four  years  to  a  person  other 
than  the  teacher,  and  the  manager  pays 
the  Boaid's  rent-charce.  In  any  case  a 
former  manager  and  two  sureties  (or 
their  personal  representatives)  who 
entered  with  him,  in  the  year  1885,  into 
a  bond  to  secure  the  repayments,  are 
liable. 

Kiltown  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Ferma- 
nagh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
received  and  considered  applications  for 
reinstatement,  as  evicted  tenants,  from 
John  Bacon,  evicted  from  the  lands  of 
Milltown,  on  the  Castle  Archdale  estate, 
and  John  Cassidy,  evicted  from  the  lands 
of  Aughnagaffert,  on  the  Aileen  estate; 
and  will  these  men  be  reinstated  or 
supplied  with  new  holdings. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  mv.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.): 
The  Estates  uommissioners  have  received  ^ 
and  considered  the  applications  referred 
to.  In  the  case  of  John  Bacon,  the 
Commissioner  considered  the  applicant 
to  be  unsuitable  to  manage  a  farm,  and 
moreover  the  evicted  holding  is  in  the 
occupation  of  a  tenant  purchaser.  John 
Cassidy  is  already  in  temporary  posses- 
sion of  ihe  holding  from  which  he  was 
evicted,  and  the  Commissioners  will 
further  consider  his  case  when  the  estate 
on  which  the  %olding  is  situate  comes 
before  them. 

Clovelly  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  acquired  anv  land 
in  county  Fermanagh  upon  which  they 
can  allot  a  holding  to  tfohn  Graham,  of 
Barmagh,  Clovelly,  country  Fermanagh, 
an  evicted  tenant  already  considered  by 
the  Commissioners  as  a  suitable  person  to 
have  a  holding  allott^jto^^gl^ 
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Mr.  BIKBELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  not  yet  acquired  any 
untenanted  lands  upon  which  they  could 
provide  a  holding  for  John  Graham,  but 
they  are  in  negotiation  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  land  in  the  county,  ana,  if  they 
should  acquire  this  land,  Graham's  claim 
will  be  considered  in  connection  with  it. 

Ballinorley  National  School. 
Mb.  McHUQH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  for  Ireland  have 
struck  off  the  roll  the  Protestant  national 
school  of  Ballinorley,  County  Sligo,  of 
which  the  manager  is  the  Bev.  John 
Roche  ArdiU,  LLD.,  canon,  Protestant 
rector  of  Calry  parish ;  is  he  aware  that 
this  school  has  been  established  for  more 
than  a  century,  and  that  it  has  been  on 
the  roll  of  the  Board  for  thirty  years ; 
that  this  school  is  three  miles  aistant 
from  the  nearest  Protestant  school ;  and 
that  if  it  is  closed  Protestant  children 
living  in  Ballinorley  will  be  obliged  to 
walk  a  distance  of  four  miles  on  the 
average  to  the  nearest  school  under 
Protestant  management  and  a  like  dis- 
tance returning  home  from  school ;  is  he 
aware  that  the  Board's  rule  179  (c)  pro- 
vides for  the  closing  of  a  school  under 
Protestant  management  only  when  it  is 
within  two  miles  distance  of  one  or  more 
schools  under  the  management  of  any 
Protestant  denomination ;  whether,  see- 
ing that  the  Compulsory  Education  Act 
of  1892  assumes  that  in  all  cases  where 
it  applies  there  is  a  school  in  which  both 
secular  and  religious  instruction  are  given 
within  two  miles  measured  by  the  nearest 
road  from  the  residence  of  the  child,  and 
provided  that  the  school  grant  should  be 
paid  to  schools  having  an  average  attend- 
ance of  ten  or  more  pupils,  and  that  the 
average  in  Ballinorley  school  for  last  year 
was  thirteen,  the  Commissioners  are  em- 
powered to  make  rules  and  orders  over- 
riding an  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  will  he 
make  representations  to  the  Commissioners 
with  a  view  to  having  the  case  of  Balli- 
norley school  reconsidered. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Conunissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  me  that  the 
school  in  question  was  struck  off  the  roll 
of  national  schools  on  26th  April  last, 
because  it  was  not  required  in  the  locality 
and  the  average  attendance  for  the  years 
1906  and  1907  was  only  thirteen.     The 


school  has  been  under  the  National 
Board  since  1876.  There  is  a  national 
school  under  Protestant  management 
two  and  a  half  miles  away,  and  therd  is 
also  one  under  Roman  Catholic  manage- 
ment about  half  a  mile  away.  Rule  179 
(fi)t  which  applies  to  Protestant  and 
Catholic  schools  alike,  deals  with  the 
appointment  of  new  teachers  in  schools 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  less 
than  twenty-five.  The  rule  under  which 
the  Commissioners  acted  in  this  case  was 
Rule  189,  which  provides  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  a  national  school,  in  order 
to  continue  to  be  recognised  by  the  Com- 
missioners, must  have  an  annual  average 
daily  attendance  of  at  least  twenty  pupUs. 
The  Irish  Education  Act  of  1892  contains 
no  provision  which  requires  payment  of  the 
school  grant  to  be  made  to  any  elementary 
school  that  does  not  fulfil  the  require- 
of  the  Commissioners'  rules  and  regula- 
tions, and  in  any  event  the  Act  is  not  in 
force  in  the  district  in  question.  The 
whole  question  as  to  small  schools, 
distinguishing  between  those  which  may 
be  suppressed  without  any  real  injury, 
and  those  which  cannot  be  so  suppressed, 
will,  I  hope,  immediately  engage  the 
attention  of  the  National  Board. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Where  are  thee  thir- 
teen children  to  be  educated  1 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Commissioners 
of  course  proceed  on  the  assumption  that 
they  can  go  to  another  school  There  is 
a  Protestant  school  two  and  a  half  miles 
away  and  also  a  Roman  Catholic  school, 
and  it  is  assumed  the  children  can  attend 
either  of  tho^e  schools. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S ) :  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  the  National  Commissioners 
of  Education  in  Ireland  accepted  the 
grant  of  £114,000  because  the  result 
of  a  refusal  would  have  been  the  closing 
of  225  small  schools)  Seeing  that  this 
school  has  been  in  existence  over  100  years 
and  it  is  fully  three  miles  to  the  nearest 
Protestant  school,  will  not  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  get  the  case  reconsidered  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  It  is  no  use  interro- 
gating me,  I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Board.  As  to  the  crant  of  £114,000,  it 
must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  money 
has  been  allotted  altogether  irrespective 
I  of  the  size  of  the  schoob.    I  have  no  control 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1771 


-QuediaM. 


.{CX>MMONSK; 


QMBiUnml 


m 


over  tbo  jClomliiiBsiOnors ; .  ihe  whole  matter 
rests  with  tkeitt' , 

,  MOf  SIXM.N:7l8  it  itot  the  faot  the 
National  Board :  ii(>v0  .  tviod  refused  to 
agree  to*  the  .eloeing  down  of  the  225 
Protectant  achools  1 

'    /    .  i  .       . 

Mr.  BIRREIiXi :  I  am  not  sure  of  it. 

Mb- aU)AN.:  WeU,  it  is.  .    ...     :   : 

Mr.  BIBRELL:  At  any  rate  the 
National  Board  will' have  an  opportunity 
of  stating  its  yiews.  -  < 

Mb.  McHUOH:  Wm  the  right  hon: 
Gentleman  ask  the  Commissioners  to  re- 
consider their  decision  1 

Mr.  GHAjRLESiGBAIG  (Antrim,  8.) 
put  a  similar  Question:      -■.> 

'■'<■'     ^-^   'J-  .  .-  •  r  •     .  ."  .... 

Mb.  BI&IffiliL:  I  will  do  .  the  best  I 
can,  but  I  Thave  no^control  whatever  over 
the  Boards    >^ 

.  .  I     I  ..      .  .     .     ■ 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  But  surely  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  bah  make  represeiita- 
tions  ?  I  ftm  a  Sligo  ma^u^  ahd  vet*y  much 
interested  in  this  question. 

Mr.  BIRBELLt  if'  th^  facts  are  as 
stated  I  have  great  sympathy  with  any 
school;  which  1^.  to  be  closed,  with  the 
result  that  a  nAimber  pf ,  children  are  left 
unprovided  w;th.  the  kind. of  denomina- 
tional education  they  desire.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  desirable  ^n  the  present  state  of 
public  affairs  that  the  children  should  be 
required  to  go  to  a  Roman  Catholic 
school.  At  the  same  time,  the  multiplica- 
tion of  small  schools  should  be  avoided. 

Mr.  McHUGH  :  There  would  not  be 
a  multiplication.  . 

*  Mr.  BIRRELLrl  do  not  say  th-.re 
would ;  but  there  are  a  large  number  of 
schools  in  Ireland  whicu  might  be 
usefully  amalgamated. 

Mr.  MoHUGH;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether .  the  teacher  of 
Ballinorley  national  school,  County  Sligo, 
applied  to  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Eclucation  on  the  2nd  of  the  present 
month  for  a  quarter's  salary,  amounting 
to  £U>due.on  the  .30th  June  ultimo; 


wkeliier  libe  Boafetl  had -written  on  the 
HIth  May  .informing  (the  mianager  that 
theteachorwouki  be  paid  up  to  tkeSSih 
April,  but  not  stating  that  the  sakry 
would  be  discontinued' after  the  latter 
date;  .  whether  on  €he  26th  May  the 
teacher  supplied  to  the-  Board,  at  the 
Board's  request  and  at  her  expense,  a 
medical  certificate  to  qualify  her  for  the 
pension^  fond  as  if  she  were  still  under 
salary  ;^  whether  at  the  end  of  June  the 
Boa«^r.^led  «upoD  ber>  to  furnish  the 
quarterly^  returns  up  to  ithe  last  day*  of 
that  month ;  whether  the  irst  intimation 
the  manager  received  thait  the  salary  was 
withdrawn  was  conveyed  in  a  letter  from 
the  Connmssionerstto  the:  manager,  dated 
6th  1  Ju^  ;inBtant>; .  and  will  the  salary 
du«  to  the  30th:  June^be  paid  withoiil 
furtiier-iielagr,  .  «>  ^     i    . 

Mr.  BIfiiBEUi :  The  Commissioners 
of  I  NatiuBsl  Education  inform  me  thiit 
the  teaduer  noferred  to  is  tiot  a  per^ 
manent  principal  teacher,  and  oouM  not 
be  recognised  as  such  seeing  that  she  has 
not  been  trained.^ >  She -was  recognised 
by  the  Commissioners,  under  i^e  79^88 
locum  tenene  at>  tha  school  in>  question  for 
the  maximum .  pefiod  of  throe  monfi^ 
pending  thoiamiointment  of  a  permanent 
teacher,  and^the  manager'waa  so  informed 
The  three  moBthst  expired*  on  t-he  ^tb 
April  last^  and>  salary  was  paid'  tv  that 
date. '  UDdentheirnleS'no  further  sfdary 
can  be  paid..  All  teachers  have  to  furnish 
a  medical  eeriifi^ale  of  health  when  fin^ 
recognised.        • 

.  Fai^  Bs^t  Hoticea. 
.  Ma  VINCENT  KENNEDY  <Cavan, 
W.) :.  I  beg  to  ask: the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Ueutenaat  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  the  nombei!  of  originathifl  notices  ta 
fix  fair  rents  received  by  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  for  the  years  1890  to  1896, 
inclusive,  -and  also  the  numbers  of  said 
notices  similarly  received  for  the  years 
1897  to  1905,  with  the  approximate  cost 
of  the  Commissioners  and  staflf  employed 
during  the  above  two  respective  periods  ; 
and  will  he  state  the  present  ooets  of  the 
Commissioners  and  staff  annually  em- 
ployed in  the  rent-fixing  department 

Mr.  BIBRELL:  The  number  of 
originating  notices  to  fix  fair  rents  lodged 
with  the  Land  Commission  between 
22nd  August,  1890,  and  1st  Manrh,  1896, 
was   15,061,    and'   the    number-  lodged 
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bdtwaea  the  lat|ior d^e  and. 3lBe  Mutch, 
1903,  wa^  93,924.  o  TJieLitndCoinmiasioh 
inform  me  that  it  would  nott  b^  possible, 
witbout  considerable  labour,  to  state  even 
approximate  th^  e2q)enditure  on  tho 
fair  rent  side  of  their  businMt  for 'the 
thirteen  yearsi  in  question,  Moregrvier,  a 
oomparison  as  regards  cost'  between  the 
two  periods  ref^rwd  tO'  cbOld  not  fairly 
be  made,  seeiiig  that  the  system  of.  fixing 
fair  rents  underwent  considerable  change 
by  the  Act  of  1896.  The  Commissioners 
cannot  make  a  close  estimate  of  the 
present  cost  of  the  fair  rent  stafi^  but 
they  think  it  may  be  stated  at  approxi- 
mately £45,000  per  annum,  icxdusiye  of 
the  salaries  of  Judicial  C^missioners, 
which  are  .charged  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  > 

TheAU-BedBonte.  , 
Mr.  BYLES  :  I  beg  to  ask  tiic  Prime 
Minister  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
pledges  given  by  the  late  Prime  Mmister 
and  to  the  imminence  of  the'  adjourn^ 
ment,  he  can  now  give  any  assurance  to 
the  House  that  the  Government  will  not 
commit  the  House  to  any  subsidies  in 
support  of  what  is  called  the  all-red 
route  1  before  Parliament  has  had  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  subject. 

The  prime  MINISTER  amu  FIRST 
LORD  .  Of  tra  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQuiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.)  :  I  can  only 
repeat  the  assurance  of  the  late  Prime 
Minister  that  if,  on  examination,  any 
such  scheme  was  found  to  be  feasible,  no 
arrangement  would  be  binding  until 
approved  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill* 
'  Mr.  SMEATON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Gk)vernment  to  revive  the 
defunct  Small  Landholders  (Scotland) 
Bill,  or  to  introduce  a  measure  to  effect 
the  same  objects,  but  on  different  lines. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  No  further  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject  can  be  attempted 
during  the  present  session,  and  it  would 
be  premature  at  this  moment  to 
anticipate  the  future. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  aware  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  has  declared  this 
Bill  to  be  defunct  1 


Mr.  ASQUITB  :  If  90)  h0  was  stating 
an.  obvioua  f act.    .       . 

Mr.  SMBATON  :    Will  the  new  Bill 
resemble  the  defunct  measure  I 


[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


NEyi^  BILLS. 

WHITE  PHOSPHORUS  M  /^TOHES 
PROHIBmOJSt  Wt-L.^ 

''To  prohibit  the.' mannfaetttre,  sale 
and  importation  of  matches  made  with 
white  phosphorus,  and  for  other  purposes 
in  connection  therewith,'^  presented  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Qhidstone ;  aupDorted  by 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  to  be  r^  a  second 
time  upon  Monday,  12th  October,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  351.] 

TRAWLING   IN    PROHIBITED    ARBA3 
PREVENTION  BILL. 

"To  prohibit  the  landing  and  selling 
in  the  United  Kingdom  of  fish  caught  tin 
prohibited  areas  of  the  sea  adjoining 
Scotland,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sinclair; 
supported  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  12th 
October,  an4  to  be  printed.  .  [Bill  352.] 

CROFTERS*  COMMONS  GRAZINGS 
REGULATION  BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  powers  of  the  CJrofters* 
Commission  in  regard  to  the  regulation 
of  common  grazing,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Sinclair ;  supported  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,. 
12th  October,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
353.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  relating  tq 
county  government,  and  to  roads  and 
bridges  and  the  use  of  locomotives  there- 
on, in  Scotland,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Sinclair ;  supported  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
12th  October,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  364.] 

TRANSFER  OF  GOODS  BILL. 
*'To  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
transfer    of    goods,"   presented  by  Mr, 
Dundas  White ;  supported  by  Sir  George 
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M'Crae,  Mr.  Younger,  Mr.  Phipeon 
Beale,  Mr.  M^CaHum^  and  Mr.  Smeaton ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednes- 
day, 14th  October,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  356.] 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  355.] 

IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  358.] 

WHALE  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendment    to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  361.] 

TELEGRAPH  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
860.] 

BEE  PEST  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
To-morrow,    and  to  be    printed.      [Bill 
359]. 


PORT   OF   LONDON   BILL. 
Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Joint    Committee,     with     Minutes    of 
Evidence. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  288.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Mon- 
day, 12th  October,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  350.] 

COMMONS  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time;     to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday,  12th  October, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  357.] 


BUSINESS  OF   THE   HOUSE    (PRIVATE 
BUSINESS.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Proceedings  on  any  Private 
Business  set  down  for  consideration  at 
8.15  this  evening  by  direction  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  may  be  entered  upon 
at  any  hour,  and  be  not  interrupted 
under  any  Standing  Order  regulating  the 
sittings  of  the  House." — (3/r.  A  squiffy) 


Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  said  he  understood  that  notice 
was  rendered  necessary  by  Standing 
Order  8.  It  was  a  Motion  which  might 
be  put  to  very  questionable  uses.  Ihe 
Standing  Order  was  rather  new,  and  it 
might  hd  serious  to  suspend  it  so  soon 
after  it  was  made.  He  thought  it  would 
be  justified  if  not  to  help  these  Bills 
forward  would  be  to  inflict  any  loss  on 
the  parties  concerned,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  they  were  going  to 
have  an  Autumn  Session,  and  this  was  a 
case  of  a  Provisional  Order  Bill  in  which 
the  expense  was  incurred  on  the  local 
inquiries,  and  it  was  not  likely  to  be  in- 
creased by  delay  at  this  stage.  What  he 
said  applied  to  four  Bills,  and  he  was  a 
total  stranger  to  all  of  them,  and  in  respect 
to  three  of  them  which  had  come  from 
the  other  House  he  was  not  given  to 
understand  that  there  was  any  object  to 
their  bein^  put  forward ;  but  as  regards 
the  fourth,  information  reached  him 
which  he  thought  required  to  be  Answered 
to  the  effect  that,  it  had  gone  forward 
with  such  rapidity  that  the  Keport  Stage 
was  taken  on  27th  July,  consideration 
on  28th  July  ,  and  that  it  stood 
for  Third  Reading  on  29th  July- 
yesterday,  without  the  opponents  to  the 
Bill,  who  were  substantial  and  important, 
having  an  opportunity  of  making  them- 
selves a^uainted  with  the  Amendments 
made.  He  understood  that  the  Amend- 
ments had  not  been  printed  and  circuUtted, 
and  it  was  quite  possible  that  substantial 
injustice  might  be  done  by  this  excep- 
tional measure  of  putting  forward  the 
Bill.  He  thought  some  reason  should 
be  shown  for  this  special  procedure,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  a  Motion  made 
without  some  explanation  being  given. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal. 
S.)  said  it  was  refreshing  for  him  to  find 
himself  in  thorough  accord  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken, 
and  he  thought  the  Premier  himself 
should  treat  the  House  more  fairly  in 
this  respect.  The  Prime  Minister,  in 
asking  the  House  that  there  should  be 
only  a  limited  time  for  the  discussion  of 
the  action  of  certain  Government  spending 
departments  and  executive  departments 
like  the  Home  Office,  said  that  the  House 
would  have  full  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  matters  on  the  Second  Beading  of 
the  Appropriation  Bill,  which  was  the 
only  time  when  a  private  Member,  with 
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possibly  a  fad  of  his  own,  could  make 
nimself  heard,  and  now  what  happened  ) 
Here  were  these  Bills,  private  Bills, 
introduced  under  an  order  the  like  of 
which  he  never  remembered.  It  seemed 
that  the  Chairman  of  Committees  could 
intervene  at  any  time  and  say  that 
private  business  might  begin  and  go  on 
as  long  as  they  lik^.  That  was  not  a 
proper  or  a  right  way  to  deal  with 
private  Members,  but  there  was  some- 
thing more.  What  was  the  necessity 
for  the  Motion?  T^^y  ^©re  to  have 
an  Autumn  Session.  These  Bills  were 
set  down  for  Second  Reading,  and 
therefore  they  would  not  come  to  a 
completion  ohe  minute  before  the  proper 
and  ordinary  time.  The  Motion  was  only  a 
contrivance  to  take  a  very  consideraole 
slice  of  the  miserable  portion  of  time 
allotted  to  private  Members;  while  at  the 
same  time  that  portion  of  time  was 
promised  to  be  generously  and  even 
excessively  given  if  hon.  Members  would 
submit,  as  they  did  on  the  previous  night, 
to  allow  the  Home  Office  and  other  Votes  to 
be  discussed  in  two  hours  and  ten  minutes. 
It  was  in  the  belief  that  they  would  have 
ample  time  to  edge  in  a  word  that  day 
that  the  House  permitted  that,  and  now, 
on  private  Members'  day,  the  opportunity 
was  taken  from  them.  If  he  had  even 
one  person  only  to  tell  with  him,  he  would 
divide  on  the  Question. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
ASQUITH,  Fifeshire,  R) :  I  quite  agree 
that  this  is  an  exceptional  Motion,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  justified  by  excep- 
tional reasons,  but  I  think  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  Government  to  put  it 
down  and  to  move  it  ought  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  House.  The  three  Bills 
which  are  appointed  for  consideration  at 
8.15  p.m.  by  direction  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  are  all  Electricity 
Supply  Bills  connected  with  the  Metro- 
pous.  These  three  Bills  are  absolutely 
cognate  in  their  subject  matter,  and  to  a 
very  large  extent  the  same  considerations 
apply  to  the  discussion  of  their  merits  on 
the  Second  Reading  with  regard  to  any 
one  of  the  three.  They  were  put  down 
for  Monday,  but  we  thought  it  undesir- 
able to  interfere  with  the  allotted  days 
for  the  discussion  of  Supply,  and  it  was 
for  that  reason  that  they  were  postponed 
until  to-night.  I  am  told  that  they  stand 
or  fall  upon  very  much  the  same  argu- 


ments, and  that  it  will  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  take  them  separately,  and  it  was  for 
that  reason  that  we  propose  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  new  rule,  which 
would  prevent  any  one  of  these  Bills 
being  entered  upon  for  discussion  after 
9.30  p.m.  A  further  reason  for  the 
Motion  I  have  put  down  is  that  the  sus- 
pension of  the  eleven  o'clock  rule  only 
applies  to  Gk>vemment  business,  and 
therefore  it  was  necessary,  in  the  event 
of  the  discussions  on  these  Bills  continu- 
ing after  eleven  o'clock,  that  special  pro- 
vision should  be  made.  It  was  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spol^  last 
that  the  Bills  might  be  postponed  till  the 
Autumn  Session,  but  I  am  told  thut  that 
would  be  a  source  of  great  inconvenience 
to  all  the  parties  concerned.  If  the  Bills 
are  now  read  a  second  time  they  will  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Autumn  Session  be 
sent  upstairs  and  considered  by  a  Com- 
mitttee,  and  having  regard  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  involved,  the  lon^ 
delay  that  has  already  taken  place,  and 
the  importance  of  the  thorough  discussion 
of  all  the  details,  I  believe  it  is  the 
universal  opinion  of  all  the  parties 
interested  that  we  should  get  the  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  Bills 
before  we  rise  for  the  holidays.  The 
other  point  raised  was  with  regard  to  a 
Bill  which  stands  on  a  different  footing, 
the  Potteries  Provisional  Orders  Bill.  The 
only  reason,  I  am  told  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  why  this  Bill  is  put  down 
and  included  in  the  scope  of  my  Motion, 
is  that  it  is  a  convenience  that  we  should 
get  a  clean  print  of  the  measure  now, 
so  that  between  now  and  October  the 
amended  Bill  can  be  printed.  However, 
if  it  is  objected  to,  the  Third  Reading 
can  be  taken  in  October.  The  main  point 
is  in  regard  to  the  three  Electrical  Bills, 
and  I  hope,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
the  House  will  agree  to  the  Motion. 

Me.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) 
said  that  it  was  not  in  regard  to  the  merits 
of  these  Bills  that  they  took  objection  to  ' 
the  procedure  which  the  Gk>vernment 
proposed  to  adopt.  It  was  practically 
mipossible  for  the  House  to  come  to  a 
just  decision  upon  the  merits  of  pri- 
vate Bills.  They  really  depended,  not 
upon  speeches  made  or  general  cases 
advanced  in  the  House,  but  upon  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Committee,  and 
one  of  the  objects  which  his  right  hon« 
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fariend  had  iv  view  iv  mbviog  the  Stand- 
ing Ofdalr  ^geveriiiiig'  the  oondaot.  of 
prirate  BUW-^'wae  to -give  the  greatest 
poesfble  inoentive  to  what  he  would  eail 
th€f  aettlemeut  ^out  of  Oonpt  of  diffi- 
Ottlttes  betweea  oentending  parties  on 
a  private  Bill.-  The  step  the  Govern- 
ment wei^  ta^ng  prejudi^  to  a  certain 
d^ree  the  step  whioh  the  Leader'  of 
the  Opposition  took,  which  had  always 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  beneficial  reforms  in  regard 
to  the  passing  of  private  Bills. 
It  was  not  at  all  difficult,  if  anybody 
desired  to  do  so,  to  delay  the  piogiesft  ci 
a  Bill  withoHit  doing  anything  improper. 
Once  it  became  imderstood  thit  a  i«ivate 
Bill  had  only  to  be  debyed  in  its  progress 
in  order-  to  obtain  advantages  denied  tb 
the  promoters  of  other  Bills  dnriiig  the 
Session,  then  the  House  would  reaHse 
that  the  change  proposed  was  a  very 
serious  one  ii  the  system  of  private  BiH 
procedure.  The  Prime  Minister,  the 
other  day,,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  said,  in 
rbgard  to  the  time  which  had  been  given 
for  Supply,  th^tt  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  might  rely  upon  it  that  no 
precedent  was  being  created  by  the  giving 
of  less  time  for  the  discussion  of  the  Irish 
Estimates.  But  the  most  powerful  Prime 
Minister  of  recent  years  witk  a  vast 
majority  behind,  him  could  not  possibly 
prevent  a  precedent  beins  created  if  he 
took  a  step  never  taken  before  and  the 
House  sanctioned  it..  There  were  no  special 
circumstances  which  justified  this  Motion, 
which,  if  pressed,  would  make  a  serious 
innovation  in  private  Bill  procedure 
which  might  be  extended  with  disastrous 
results  in  future  Sessions.  The  House 
had  been  told  that  there  were  three 
Electric  Bills,  but  he  himself  was  given 
to  understand  that  there  was  considerable 
difEerence  between  them,  and  that  the 
arguments  used  for  and  against  the  first 
need  not  necessarily  apply  to  either  of 
the  others.^  The  Prime  Minister  had 
'stated  that  the  first  Bill  might  last  until 
9.30  p.m.  and  that  the  other  Bills  would' 
not  be  taken,  and  that,  therefore,  there 
could  not  possibly  be  any  objection  to 
this  Motion  being  accepted.  But  let  the 
House  mark  one  thing.  There  was 
always  the  indefeasible  right  of  the^ 
House  to  debate  any  subject  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Mr.  Salter  Lmg, 


BilL  Manyr  questioiis  whioh  mi^t 
give  rue  to*  ^considerable  debate 
wotdd  be  mifled  bjr  hon.'  H^nbttSy'iiid 
there  was  litte  enough  time  ior  tiieir 
discussion  oi  iihe  Second  Beading  if  tih 
Appropriation  Bill  was  ta  be  earned 
in  one  sitting.  The  right  hon.  Clentle- 
man  said  the  private  ^^U  mi^t  go  tm 
till  9.90  p.m.  That  estimate  mi^t  be 
correct,  but  if  after  that  time  they 
proceeded  with  Bills  raising  quite  different 
debates,  *  wliat  time  would  be  left  for  a 
discussion  of  the  Gk)vemment*8  geneial 
policy,  which  the  House  had  a  right  to 
discuss^  and  which  could  only  be  dis- 
cussed on  this  occasion  ?  In  lus  opinion 
a  Motion  o^  this  kind  ought  only  to  have 
been  moved  after  full  notice  had  been 
given  of  it  so  that  the  whole  Houae 
might  know  what  they  were  doing. 
Not  only  should  notice  have  been  givui 
by  placing. the  Motion,  on  the  Papu 
some  days  previously,  but  distinct  warn- 
ing should  have  been  given  throng  tbe 
usual  channels  that  a  new  prooedme 
was  to,  he  adi^ted.  In  these  oir 
cimistances  he  felt  it  was  impossiUB 
that  this  Motion  should  pass  without 
challenge,  and  he  should  certainly  when 
the  Question  was  put  from  the  CSudr, 
vote  against  it  on  the  ground  .tiiat  it 
was  a  seripus  innovation  in  the  procednie 
of  the  House,  which  had  not  been  justified 
by  any  of  the  arguments  of  the  li^t 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  had  listened      j 
with  attention   and  he   n^ed   not  saj 
with  great  respect,  to  what  the   ligbt 
hon.   Qentleman  had   said.     He  conU 
only    say    that  he  had    proposed  the 
Motion  in  the  belief,  that  it  was  con* 
sonant  with  the  general  wish  and  opinion       j 
of  the   House.      But   the.  Gfovemment 
did  not  intend  to  use  their  majority  to 
take  away  tne  liberty  of  private  lum- 
bers in  the  exercise  of  a  right  wUch 
th^y    at    present    possessed,    be   had 
been  of  opinion,  that  this  was  ^  question 
of,^  the    general    convenience  .of    hon. 
Members,  but  after  the  appeal  made  to 
him  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  press  the  question. 
The  result  would  be  that  the  finst  Bill 
woyjd  come  on  that  evening,  bat  he 
hoped  that  the  discussion  would  not  be 
prolonged.    Afterwards  they  would  le- 
sume  the  debate  on  the  Appropriation 
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Bill  He  wad  very  sony  that  this  should 
be  so,  because  he  was  afiraid  that  there 
would  be  a  certam  amount  of  delay  in 
dealing  with  an  uigent  question.  But 
on  behalf  of  the  GoTeznment  he  would 
try  to  make  t^t  delay  as  short  as 
possible  by  puttikig  the  other  two  Bills 
down  at  the  ^^ning  of  t&e  autumn 
sittings.  He  woutd^  &eiefore»  withdraw 
his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  (KITCiHiaJ  AND 
B£]Bll£SHMENT  BOOMS). 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bariow  be  added 
to  the  Oommittee.— (iff.  Joseph  Peatie.) 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APFROPEIA- 
TION)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question, proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) ;, 
It  is  in  accordance  with  the  prJactice 
of  the  House  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill  that  we 
should  take  occasion  to  survey  the 
work  of  the  session  and  to  deal  with 
any  of  those  questions  for  which  oppor- 
tunity for  discussion  has  not  been  granted 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  our  procedure. 
There  are  some  criticisms  on  the  Govern- 
ment methods  which  I  should  like  to 
make  as  to  their  conduct  of  business 
and  the  principles  on  which  they  said 
they  meant  to  deal  with  it  before  coming 
into  office.  I  cannot  have  a  better 
starting  point  than  the  speech  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister  to  his  constituency 
a  few  weeks  before  he  took  office.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  that  speech 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary situation.  He  had  nothing  to 
learn  about  the  methods  of  conducting 
the  business  of  the  House  and  of  the 
difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  con- 
ducting it,  of  the  limitations  that  are 
inevitable  on  the  liberty  and  privileges 
of  debate,  and  upon  all  the  complex 
questions  which  are  now  puzzling  and 
perplexing  every  section  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.    Gentleman   laid   down 


certain  principles  which  I  think  I  shall 
adequately  present  to  the  House  by 
reading  two  extrat^ts.  The  fiist  of  thesia' 
relates  to  the  closure  of  Supply  unSer 
the  Standing  Order  passed  by  the  late 
Government,  and  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  last  few  months^  I 
believe,  has  decls^ecl  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  reforms  ever  introdhiced  in  line 
procedure  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
This  was  his  opiniok  expressed  earii^r 
in  the  session,  but  it.  was  not  his  opinion 
in  October,  1905.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said —  ' 

*•  The  theory  of  the  Constitution  is  thai  you, 
the  electors,  send  us,  yoiir  representatives,  to  the 
House-  of'  Commons  in  order  that'  we '  may 
check  and  control  the  expenditure  of  pubHn 
moDev.  What  is.  the  practice  1  I  w|ll  give 
you  the  figures  of  the  last  two  years. '  lA  1904,- 
under  the  operation  of  the  Supply  closure, 
or  guilktine,  £31,000,000  Was  rdted;  and  not 
one  item  had  ever  been  discussed;  and  this 
year,  1905,  Unit  £31,900,000  had  und0r  the, 
same  conditions  risen  to  no  les9  thai^ 
£60,000,000."  '  .  ,      .     • 

I  will  interrupt  mj  quotation  here 
to  give  the  House  tixe  items  of  the  last 
twa  years  as  compared  with  the 
£31,000,000  and  the  £50,000,000  of  the 
late  Government.  They  are  £45,000,000 
and  £53,000,000,  and  these  sums  have 
been  pas3ed  undiscussed  by  the  House^;^ 
I  will  now  resume  the  quotation  fron^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech — 

"  What  is  the  use  of  pretending  that  we  live 
mider  a  constitutional  system  and  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  a  real  control  over 
the  finances  of  the  country  T  .  .  .  I*  say  this, 
and  I  want  to  impress  this  view  on  the  rmblie 
mind,  that  this  is  a  most  serious  state  of  tnings» 
for  it  amounts  to  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a 
progressive  paralysis  of  the  Parliamentary 
organism."  * 

Then  a  little  later  on  he  says — 

'*  Another  result,  and  an  equally  serious  one, 
is  that  the  Executive  Qovemment  of  the  day 
by  the  joint  operation  of  the  guillotine  and  the 
block  becomes  every  year,  botii  as  to  legislation 
and  as  to  policy,  more  and  more  emancipated 
from  the  control  of  Parliament.  That  may 
be  convenient  for  the  holders  of  office  for  tho 
time  being,  but  in  the  long  run  it  is  bad  for 
the  Executive,  it  is  degrctding .  to  Parliament^ 
and  it  is  injurious  and  even  perilous  to  the 
Empire.  In  my  opinion,  therefore — and  this  is 
the  conclusion  to  which  I  wish  this  narrative 
to  lead— one  olthe  primary  .duties  of  a  Libera^ 
Government  and  of  a  Liberal  Party  will  be  to ' 
supply  a  remedy,  and  to  restore  efficiency  and 
dignity  to  our  Legislature  at  Westminster.  • ' 

How    have    a    Biberal    Adninistration 
and  a  Liberal  Party  supplied  a  remedy 
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or  restored  efficiency  and  dignity  to 
our  Legislature  at  Westminster  ?  As 
regards  the  voting  of  Supply  under  the 
closure  Resolutions,  more  money  has 
been  voted  without  discussion  than 
under  the  late  Administration.  As 
regards  blocking  notices,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  believe,  has  put  down  a 
Resolution  which  he  thiuks  will  do  some- 
thing to  remedy  that  state  of  things. 
But  he  has  not  allowed  us  a  night  to 
discuss  it ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
the  primary  duty  of  a  Liberal  Adminis- 
tration and  a  Liberal  Parliament  is  to  be 
discharged  by  putting  down  on  the 
Paper  Resolutions  dealing  with  these 
important  matters  and  not  giving  us 
time  to  discuss  them,  then  the  duty 
falls  very  lightly  on  the  Crentlemen  who 
have  undertaken  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  done  much  worse.  He 
complained  three  years  ago  that  these 
blocking  notices  prevented  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  of  important  matters.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  spends  his  life 
in  bringing  forward  closure  by  compart- 
ment Motions  under  which  nothing  can 
be  discussed  except  the  particular  Bill 
dealt,  with.  Consider  the  situation  of 
the  House  now  in  regard  to  these  closure 
Resolutions.  As  the  House  is  aware, 
whil^  the  late  Government  had  closure 
by  compartments  three  times  in  ten 
years  the  present  Government  have  had 
closure  by  compartments  ten  times  in 
three  sessions.  The  figures  are  identical 
but  they  are  differently  placed ;  and  I 
shall  be  very  much  gratified  if  under  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  leadership  we 
get  to  the  end  of  the  autumn  session 
without  the  ten  being  increased  to 
eleven,  twelve,  or  thirteen.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  addition  to  this 
absolute  destruction  of  the  legitimate 
discussion  in  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
prevents  by  his  procedure  anjrthing 
being  done  in  the  way  of  discussion  upon 
Motions  for  adjournment.  I  believe  that 
for  the  first  time  in  our  Parliamentary 
history  we  are  going  to  meet  on  12tb 
October  with  our  liberties  already  taken 
away  from  us,  and  without  the  smallest 
power  of  raising  any  question  on  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  however 
important  the  topic,  however  great  the 
interest,  however  urgeij^  the  necessity. 
What    are    blocking    notices    compared 

Ulr.A.J.Balfaur. 


with  disabilities  of  that  kind  ?  Thev 
sink  into  absolute  insignificance;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  am  sure,  if  he 
surveys  what  has  been  done  under  liis 
administration,  must  be  aware  that  one 
of  the  primary  duties  of  the  Liberal 
Government  and  the  Liberal  House  of 
Commons  has  been  more  grossly  neg- 
lected, and  the  principles  which  they 
have  laid  down  have  been  abandoned 
with  less  scruple  and  more  violence  than 
I  think  has  ever  happened  in  the  history 
of  this  House.  I  confess  I  am  amazed  at 
the  course  the  Government  have  pursued. 
Li  order  to  obtain  some  temporary 
cheers  at  meetings  they  laid  down 
principles,  with  fidl  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  which  they  not  only  abandoned 
but  reversed,  the  very  moment  power 
was  put  into  their  hands.  There  is  one 
branch  of  this  subject  on  which  I  desire 
to  speak  at  length,  and  that  is  the  way 
in  which  such  discussions  as  could  be 
allowed  under  the  Supply  rule  have 
been  curtailed  by  the  present  Admini- 
stration. I  have  never  myself  attached 
much  value  to  the  figures  which  so 
pleased  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
1905,  of  the  money  which  is  voted 
without  being  discussed.  I  have  never 
believed  that  discussion  in  this  House 
on  questions  in  Supply  reaUy  gives  us 
control  over  the  details  of  expenditure. 
Li  prehistoric  times  there  might  have 
been  some  control  over  the  expenditure, 
but  there  certainly  has  not  been  in  my 
Parliamentary  experience.  What  it  does 
do  is  to  give  an  opportimity  for  criticising 
the  Executive,  and  that  power  is  not  to 
be  measured  by  the  amount  of  money 
which  goes  imdiscussed.  It  is  to  be 
measured,  first,  by  the  number  of  days 
which  are  devoted  to  criticism  and  dis- 
cussion, and,  in  the  second  place,  by 
the  Votes  put  down  by  the  Grovernment 
of  the  day  so  as  to  give  occasion  for  that 
discussion.  Here  I  am  bound  to  say 
the  Opposition  have  great  cause  of 
complaint  of  the  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  pursued.  He  had 
it  in  his  power  to  give  twenty-three  days 
to  Supply ;  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
curtail  that  period  to  twenty  days. 
Sometimes  the  time  has  been  curtailed 
with  advantage.  Can  any  human  being  say 
that  that  power  of  curtailment  has  been 
exercised  with  advantage  this  year,  or 
that  there  is  the  least  justification  for 
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the  Government's  hAving  given   us   the 
smaller   number   of   days  ?    What   was 
the     justification    given    by    the    right 
hon.    Grentleman   when   he   gave   us   a 
sketch  of  business  up  to  the  beginning 
of  August  ?    His  justification  was  that 
imless  the  House  consented  to  give  up 
these  additional  three  days  we  should 
not  be  able  to  rise  by  1st  August,  and 
that   if  we   did  not  rise  then   general 
inconvenience     would    follow.      I    will 
accept  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  promise 
and  will  assume  with  him  that  the  con- 
venience of  the  House,  which  after  all 
must   be   consulted,,  was      such      that 
it    would    have    been    an    outrage    to 
have  asked  us,  seeing    when    we    have 
to    meet    again,    to    sit    into    August. 
But  why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
give  two  days  to  the  Licensing  Bill  whi  h 
might  have  been  given  to  Supply  ?    He 
had  got  his  closure  Resolution  on  the 
Licensing  Bill ;  it  was  absolutely  certain 
it  coidd  not  take  more  than  twenty-five 
days.    It  now  is  only  going  to  take  twenty 
three  days  in  the  autumn  session.     It 
would  have  been  no  greater  strain  upon 
the  House  to  have  had  the  whole  twenty- 
five  days   in  the  autumn  session,  and 
given  us  at  least  two  days  more  for  the 
discussion  of  Supply.    Why  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  did  not  take  that  course  he 
has  never  explained  to  the  House,  and  I 
have   been  unable  to   conjecture.    The 
most  plausible  hypothesis  was  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  convince  a 
certain  section  of  his  supporters  that  the 
Government  were  really  in  earnest  over 
the  Licensing  Bill,  and  that  unless  they 
got  through  the  first  clause  before  they 
separated  for  the  holidays,  nobody  would 
put  the  smallest  faith  in  the  promises 
they  had  made.    I  do  not  know  whether 
that  is  the  reason,  but  what  other  reason 
can  there  be  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  perhaps  urge  that  we  had  such  a 
luii  opportunity  of  discussion  in  Supply 
that  more  days  were  not  required.    If 
that  was  his  view,  he  cannot  have  listened 
to  the  lamentation  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary last  night  as  to  the  exiguous  portion 
of  time  which  had  been  granted  to  him. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  laments  that  his  Vote 
was  not  discussed.    I  rather  conjecture 
that  he  does  not.    But  there  are  two 
Estimates  on  which  really  it  is  little 
less  than  a  scandal  that  we  hi^ve  not 


had  some  opportimity  of  criticising  the 
administration.    One    of    these    is    the 
Education  Vote.    I  am  not  going  to  deal 
with  that.    The  whole  House  will  agree 
that  at  this  time  of  all  others  it  would 
have  been  desirable,  and  indeed  necessary, 
to  allow  the  House  some  liberty  of  de- 
bate upon  the  various  methods  by  which 
the  Government  are  attempting  to  solve 
by  executive  action  problems  which  the 
House  ought  to  deal  with  by  legislation, 
and  by  legislation  alone.    There  is  an 
even   graver    question   than   education, 
and  that  is  Ireland.    Now  what  have  the 
Government  done   about  Ireland  ?    In 
the  first  place,  they  have  cut  the  custom  • 
ary  three  days  down  to  two.    In  the 
second  place,  they  have  refused  absolutely 
on  either  of  these  two  days  to  allow  the 
Chief  Secretary's  salary  to  be  put  down, 
so  that  the  administration  of  Ireland 
could  be  properly  discussed  in  this  House. 
As  I  understand  their  excuse  is  this.   They 
say  that  the  business  of  the  Government 
is  to  arrange  Supply  so  as  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  Members  of  the  House, 
and  the  Members  whose  convenience  is 
most  to  be  consulted  in  the  matter  of 
Irish  Supply  are  the  party  which  contains 
a  majority  of  the  Irish  Members — namely, 
the  Nationalist  Party ;    therefore    they 
mean  to  arrange   Supply  so  that  the 
Nationalist  Party  shall  discuss  exactly 
what  they  like,  and  representatives  of 
Ireland  who  difier  profoundly  from  the 
Irish  Party  shall  have  no  opportunity 
whatever  of  discussing  Irish  administra- 
tion.   I    admit,    of   course,    that   Irish 
Members  below  the  gangway  take  great 
interest  in  certain  questions  which  they 
have  a  perfect  right  to  discuss,  such  as 
Irish  education  and  Irish  local  govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  are  bound  to 
give   such  opportunities   as  they  have 
given  for  the  discussion  of  these  matters. 
But  when  you  come  to  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  Ireland,  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway  will  not  accuse  me 
of  saying  anything  ofEensive  when  I  say 
they  are  not  the  people  to  decide  whether 
or  not  an  opportunity  should  be  given 
for   discussion.    They   are    not   ardent 
upholders  of  law  and  order.    They  have 
never  shown  themselves  anxiously  critical 
of  the  Executive  in  the  direction  of  seeing 
that  the  law  was  maintained  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other ;  and  they 
will  not  pretend  that  that  has  ever  been 
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their  prihoipal  role  in  tlufi  House,    In 
tmth,  it  is  absurd  for  the  government  to 
treat  hon.  Qentlemen  below  the  gangway 
as  if  they  belonged  to  a  separate  party 
and  were    in  >  the    nature    of    official 
critics     of     the     Qovemment.       Hon. 
Gentlemen     below     the  gangway     are 
mdre    and    more,    so    far    as    I    can 
see,  coming  into  a  land  of  subordinate 
alliance  wi^  the  Radical  Party  at  large. 
[Cries  of  "No,"  aod  an  Hon.  Mbmbbb  : 
Who  told  you  that  ?]    The  observation  ib 
my  own  ;  it  may  not  be  correct ;  I  offer  it 
for  what  it  is  worth.     What  I  have 
observed  is  this.    The  Gentlemen  who 
represent  the  Home  Rule  constituencies 
in  Ireland  are  ajixious  to  say  no  more 
t^an  they  can  help  abbut  Home  Rule  in 
order  to  keep  their  friends  quiet  on  the 
other  side   of  the  Channel,   while  tiHe 
Radical  Party  here  and  there,  sometimes 
using  a  Cabinet  Minister  and  sometimes 
nojt;,  is  talking  just  as  much  about  Home 
Rule  in  the  consttituencies  as  will  quiet 
tiiie  Irish  Tote  in    those  constituencies 
without  frightening    the  English  vote. 
That  is  &  delicate  and  difficult  position  ; 
but  if  I  have  rightly  described  it,  and  I 
think  I  have,  it  evidently  prevents  hon. 
Gentlemen    below    the    gangway    &om 
taking  up  the  position  oi  independent 
criticism,  such  as  that  which  Gentlemen 
sitting  above  the  gangway  naturally  and 
properly  occupy.    We  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  dealing  with  the  administra- 
tion of  Ireland  at  all  in  *  Committee  of 
Bupply.    Is  that  because  there  is  nothing 
to  criticise  in  the  Irish  administration  ? 
Is  that  because  there  is  no  cause  of 
disquiet  at  the  present  time  with  regard 
to  tiie  maintenance  of  law  and  order  and 
of  personal  freediim  in  that  country  ? 
The  facts  which  have  been  put  into  my 
hands,  and  which  have  been  obtained  by 
Question    and    Answer  from    the    Chief 
Secretary  in  the  course  of  the  present 
seision,  are,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  most 
alarming  character.    May  I  just  remind 
the  House  and  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
some  of  the  tedding  {eatureebf  the  existing 
iiituation  ?    I  notice,  far*  example,  that 
gerious  outrages  in.  which  firearms  were 
used  amounted  in  the 'first  six  months  of 
1906'  to  12  cases ;   in  the  some  period  in 
1907  to  34  cases ;  and  in  1908  to  76  cases. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  p»wth  fi^njii 
IfS  to  76  casta  of  seiiouB  outrages  m  which 
ftr^rms'  whm  used  i  i»  a  symptom  the 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfow, 


gravity  of  which  nobody  could  afford  to        , 
ignore ;  and  I  think  it  is  made  worse,  not 
better,  by  the  fact  that, as. I  take  it,  the 
disturbed  state  of  Ireland  is  not  univenal 
-^that  is,   the  worst  features  are  not 
universal  but  are  more  or  less  concentrated 
in  nine  or  ten  counties.    I  go  on  to  cattle- 
driving.    I  observe  that  the  figures  of 
cattle-driving  in  the  first  six  months  of 
this  year  exceed  the  nmnber  of  cases  of 
cattle-driving  for  thfe  whole  twelve  monthg 
of  last  year.    There  were  381  in  1907. 
From  January  to  June  in  1908  there  were 
413  cases. 

Mr.  CDLLINAN  (Tipperary,  8.) :  Did 
you  get  these  figures  from  Lord  Aahtowji  ? 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  Order. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  :    Order  you.    What 
do  you  know  about  it  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker*:  I  miist  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  behave  himself. 

Mr.  CULLINAN :     They  are  calling 
order  when  there  is  no  disorder* 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  I  come  to 
boycotting,'  which  is  <me.  of  the  mort 
painful  social  symptoms  ih  that  dis- 
ordered state  of  the  community,  and  one 
of  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  and  I 
notice  that  according  to  the  figures  there 
were  in  February,  1907,  20  cases;  in 
February,  1908,  ^8  cases ;  in  March,  1907, 
19  cases ;  m  Mardh,  1908,  90  eases ;  in 
April,  1907,  26  cases ;  and  in  April,  1908, 
104  cases.  Not  only  is  the  Ikctual  growth 
enormous,  but  if  you  compare  the  figures 
of  1908  with  the  previous  figures,  it  is 
continuous,  it  goes  on  from  nlonth  to 
month.  March  is  worse  than  February; 
April  is  worse  than  March.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  later  figures  are  nawe 
satisfactory,  but  if  they  dfe  I  hope  the 
right  'hon.  Gentleman  will  give  them  to 
the  House.  As  to  intiihidation,  I  observe 
that  47  person^  were  under  continnAl 
police  protection  in  May,  1907,  and  in 
May,  1908,  that  number  had  dsen  to  70. 
If  this  be  the  state  of  crime,  what  is  the 
tftAte  of  the  ftiachdneriy  by  ¥hich  crime  is 
to  be  dealt  witHI  Howis  the  law  working 
uiHler  '  the  control  of '  tiie  ^right  him. 
Gentlemad  and  the  1«W'  officers. of  the 
, Crown?    Attheeadof  1907^-attheW 
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winter  assizes— 85  persons  were  put  on 
tbeir  trial  for  agrarian  offences,  and  not 
one  single  conviction  of  any  sort  or  kind 
was    obtained.    In    1907    prosecutions 
before  juries  took  place  in  respect  of  381 
persons  charged  with  cattle-driving,  and 
there    was    only   one    conviction,    ^e 
Government,    not    unnattirally,    finding 
that  prosecutions  for  cattle-driving  had 
utterly  broken  down  in  380  cases  out  of 
38l,  have  abandoned  even  that  ineffedtual 
method  of  trying  to  deal  with  disorder  or 
to  protect  property,  and  I  understand — 
I  hope  I  am  not  misrepresenting  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — that  ^  they  hav6  abso- 
lutely abandoned  any  attempt  to  deal 
with  these  malefactors  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  law.    "VThat  they  db  now  is  to 
bind  them  over  to. give  sureties  for  good 
behaviour.    That,     as    anybody    fcould 
foresee,  is  a  most  futile  way  of  dealing 
with  the  situation.    I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will  tell  us 
it  is  an  effective  way.    I  aiii  told  that 
recognisances  have  been  required  in  case 
after  case;  they  have  only  been  estreated 
in  one  case,  although  the  person  bound 
ove?  has  absolutely  refused  to  carry  out' 
the  undertaking.    Cattle-driving,  natur- 
ally and  inevitably  under  this  process  of 
ineffectual   law — ^threatening  but  never 
acting — ^is  increasing  steadily,  with  all  the 
evils  to  industry,  to  society,  and  to  law 
which  ^re  inevitable  in  such  circumstances. 
If  I  have  sketched  this  very  dark  pic- 
ture as  it  seems  to  me — there  may  be 
higher  lights  on  it  somewhere ;   1  have 
not  come  across  them — ^if  to  this  Very 
dark  picture   we   add;  the   final  touch 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
obliged  to  mcrease  the  number  of  police 
and  that  the  cost  to  the  counties  for 
extra  police  has  been  growing  bv  leaps 
and   bounds,   1   think  it   will   become 
ivpparent  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  fully  conscious  of  the  gravity  of  the 
position  with  which  he  has  got  to  deal, 
although  he  absolutely  refuses  to  make 
use  of  the  plainly  indicated  method  by 
which  that  disorder  may  best  be  met. 
In   1907  the  amoimt  charged  to  local 
rates  in  respect  of  extra  police  amounted 
roughly    to    a   little    over   £1,000.    In 
1908    it    amounted    to    over    £12,000. 
These  additional  charges  upon  the  local 
authorities  for  extra  police  are  growing 
before  our  eyes.    The  number  of  police 
that  the  right  hon,  Gentleman  19  obliged  I 


to  use  in  order  to  maintain  law  is  also 
growing,  simply  because  he  refuses  to 
use  the  powers  of  the  law  which  the 
Legidature  of  this  country  has  put 
in  his  h^d.  While  the  cost  of  police 
and  the  number  of  police  are  both  rising, 
critne  is  simiiltaneousl}^  increasing  and 
the  impunity  of  the  offend^  is  bcfcomir.g 
more  and  more  a  notorious  fact  in  ev^ry 
disturbefd  county  in, Ireland.  May  I  ask 
what  possible  justification  the  Govern- 
merit  can  have  f pr  =  refusing  us  that 
additional  day  to  discuss  the  Chief 
Secretary's  Vote  on  which  a  topic  so 
grav6  as  this  might  have  been  dealt  with, 
without  the  inter^ptionB  which  cannot 
be  avoided,  of  course,  when  the  whole 
field  of  discussion  is  open' to  the  House 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  ?  The  House  is  •  tibinning  in 
numbers,  losing  its  interest  in  public 
affairs,  thinking  much  more  of  the  sea- 
side than  of  the  state  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  LUPTON  (L&icolnshire,  Sleaford) : 
We  are  thinking  of  tariff  reform.  ^' 

'Mb.  a.  J.  BALPGTTK :  I  hettrt2y  condole 
^th  the  hon.  Grentlemwi  if'  he  is  going 
to  occupy  August  and  September  with 
thinking   over  tariff   reform.-   ILet   him 
retire  happily  to  the  seaside,  play  golf, 
and  clear  his  brain.    I  am  quite  certain 
the  Chief  Secretary  is  tlxe  last  man  to 
desire  to  evade  debkte.    He  is  not  only 
speaker  of  boimdless  resource^  but  a  man 
of  unlimited  courage!    I  think  he  would 
have  rejoiced  to  have  an  oppcwijunity 
of  explaining,  and  it  may^be  of  defending, 
the  policy  or  impolicy  which  he  is  pur- 
suing now.    But  he  has  not  been  given 
that  opportunity  by  the  Government. 
His  colleagues  have  refused  it  to  him 
and  they  have  i^efiised  it,  as  I  venture  to 
point  oiit  to  the  House,  for -no  assignable 
reason  except  the  desire'  tp^  have  only 
twenty-three    days     in     October     and 
November    devoted    to    the    Licensing 
Bill,  instead  of  the  twenty-five  which 
they  would  have  had  had  we  been  pro- 
perly treated  in  this  matter  of  Supply. 
Everybody   will    feel    that   the    House 
never  separated  with  a  greater' feeling- 
of  general  discjuiet^in  the  public  mind 
than  at  the  present  time,  consideifing 
that,  so  far  as. we  know,  the  horizon  is 
quite  clear    of   doudfl   doftnecteji  with 
foreign  policy  or  international  compli* 
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cation.    I  share  this  disquietude.    We 
wer    told  by  the  Prime  Minister,  I  think 
it  was  a  year  ago,  that  the  low  price  of 
Consols  was  to  be  expected  when  money 
was  very  dear  and  when  trade  was  very 
good.    Money  is  very  cheap  and  trade  is 
rot  very  good,  but  Consols  remain  low. 
I  know  how  easy  it  is  to  use  perversely  for 
some  immediate  controversy  such  consi- 
derations, and  I  am  not  going  to  assert 
that  all  this  is  due  to  the  Government. 
Are  we  sure  that  it  is  not  partly  due  to 
the    anxiety    and    disquiet    about    our 
financial  position,  which  is  the  inevitable 
result  of  the  policy  the  Government  have 
chosen   to    pursue   during   the   present 
session  1    With  or  without  reason,  they 
have  continued  to  alarm  vast  sections  of 
the  conamunity — ^they  may  or  may  not 
have  been  justified,  this  is  not  the  time 
now  to  discuss  that,  and  my  opinion  is 
well  known — ^but  the  fact  remains.    Do 
not  let  us  delude  ourselves  into  the  belief 
that  it  matters  very  little  whether  the 
public    mind   is    disquieted    or   not — ^it 
matters  a  great  deal,  even  if  we  cannot 
estimate  the  loss  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence — through  the  difficulties  the  Gov- 
ernment must  have  met  with  in  their 
finance.    So  far  as  they  are  responsible 
they  have  brought  upon  themselves  and 
upon    us    the    misfortunes    inevitably 
incident  to  our  financial  position.    I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Government  are 
happy  about  the  state  of  efficiency  of  our 
national  defences,  our  Army,  and  our 
Fleet.    I   do   not   know   whether   they 
think  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  apparently  cannot  make  a 
speech  upon  peace  without  suggesting 
that  the  best  way  to  attain  peace  is  by 
lowering  the  scale  of  our  defensive  arma- 
ments.   I  do  not  know  whether  that  is 
likely  to  reassure  the  pubUc  mind.    For 
my  own  part,  seeing  what  the  financial 
position  is  to  which  the  Bill  now  to  be 
read  a  second  time  has  brought  us  ;  seeing 
the  impression  our  debates  on  the  various 
financial  measures  of  the  Government 
have  made  on  the  public  mind ;  seeing 
the  commitments  they  have  made ;  seeing 
how  contradictory  have  been  statements 
made    by     members    of    the    Govern- 
ment on  the  fundamental  question  of 
national  armaments,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  public  uneasiness  is  without  justifica- 
tion.   I  earnestly  hope — if  not  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  that  is  too  much 
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to  hope — that,  at  all  events,  next  session 
the  Government  will  do  two  things. 
First,  that  they  will  carry  out  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  declared  in  a  speech 
before  he  entered  office  to  be  the  primary 
duty  of  a  Liberal  Government — ^to  restore 
to  the  House  some  of  its  ancient  privileges 
and  traditions ;  and  in  the  second  pkce, 
that  they  will  redeem,  fully  redeem,  all 
the  pledges  they  have  made  through  the 
mouth  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  regard  to 
the  maintenance,  in  all  circumstances,  at 
whatever  sacrifice,  of  the  national  arma- 
ments with  which  our  security  is  in- 
timately bound  up. 

♦Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  gloomy  exordium  and 
pessimistic  peroration  to  which  we  have 
just  listened  has  told  us  that  never  had 
he  known  the  House  to  separate  with 
greater  feeling  of  disquiet. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  said  when 
there  were  no  foreign  complications. 

♦Mr.  ASQUITH:  Looking  round  these 
benches,  looking  at  the  benches  behind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  my  eyes  fail  to 
discern  any  signs  of  sympathy  with  these 
gloomy  forebodings.  If  the  apprehen- 
sions the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expresses, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  sincerely  enter- 
tains, were  shared — I  will  not  say  by  the 
general  public — ^I  will  say  by  his  own 
party,  should  we  not  have  something 
more  than  this  listless,  apathetic  audience 
to  listen  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
sombre  vaticinations  ?  What  is  it  that 
alarms  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  ?  He 
mentioned  the  price  of  Consols,  but  they 
have  been  higher  in  price  this  year  than 
last.  For  my  part,  I  have  alwajrs  de- 
clined to  take  tiie  price  of  Consols  as  a 
measure  of  national  credit — ^many  factors 
combine  to  affect  that  »!Sult ;  but  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  chooses  to  make 
this  suggestion,  may  I  remind  him  that 
the  German  Government  recently  pro- 
posed to  float  a  4  per  cent,  loan  at  98^ 
and  have  not  got  it  ? 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Gty 
of  London) :  It  was  a  3|  per  cent,  con- 
version, not  a  4  per  cent.  loan. 

♦Mr.  ASQUITH :  A  4  percent. interest. 
I  understand,  is  a  4  per  cent.  loan.     Now 
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the  question  I  would  like  to  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  the  hon.  Baronet 
is,  would  he  change  places  in  regard  to 
national  credit  with  any  other  Govern- 
ment in  the  world ;  would  he,  after  three 
years  of  Liberal  administration,  change 
with  any  Government  you  like  to  mention, 
with  France,  Germany,  the  United  States, 
or  any  other  country  ?  The  people  of  this 
country  are  not  in  that  state  of  anxiety 
and  disquietude  which  the  imagination 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  attributes  to 
them,  for  the  reason  that  they  live  under 
a  system  of  free  trade  and  soimd  finance 
and  the  position  of  the  country  is  solid 
and  substantial. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley) :    With  much  destitution. 

♦Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Measure  it  by  any 
test  you  like,  my  proposition  will  com- 
mand general  assent.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  something  about  our 
national  defence.  There  has  been  much 
criticism,  and  there  has  been  ample 
opportunity  afforded  for  it,  upon  the 
scheme  for  the  reorganisation  of  our 
military  forces  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  both 
inside  and  outside  the  House  those 
criticisms  have  been  met.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  suggest, 
speaking  with  the  authority  that  at- 
taches to  the  position  of  Leader  of  the 
I  Opposition,  that  our  Navy  is  not  in  a 
position  of  unquestioned  supremacy  when 
compared  with  all  the  Navies  in  the 
world  ?  Does  he  mean  to  suggest  that 
we  have  allowed  it  to  fall  below  that 
standard  of  efficiency  which,  by  the 
consent  of  all  parties,  we  ought  to  main- 
tain, and  the  necessity  for  which  no  one 
has  asserted  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment more  strongly  than  myself  during 
the  session  ?  General  vague  insinuations 
are  calculated  to  spread  disquietude 
which  cannot  but  produce  evil  impressions, 
false  impressions,  in  foreign  countries, 
and  there  is  absolutely  no  foundation 
for  saying  that  our  Navy  is  not  in  a  con- 
dition of  first-rate  efficiency,  thoroughly 
adequate  for  the  duties  the  interest  of 
the  Empire  may  require.  Now  I  go 
back  to  the  earlier  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech.  He  has  quoted 
some  language  I  used  in  addressing 
my  constituents,  and  I  do  not  in  the 
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least  repent  of  what  I  then  said — that 
one  of  the  duties  of  the  Liberal  Party 
would  be  to  restore  the  dignity  and 
efficiency  of  the  House  of  Ck>mmons. 
I  think  we  have  performed  that  duty. 
["  Hear,  hear, '  and  ''Oh,  oh."]  I  do  not 
say  this  in  any  spirit  of  vainglorious- 
ness  or  self-complacency,  and  I  ask  any 
fair-minded  man  to  look  at  what  we 
have  done  and  what  we  have  left  undone 
during  the  three  sessions  the  Government 
have  been  in  existence,  and  to  compare 
these  with  any  other  three  preceding  years, 
and  then  judge  by  the  comparison.  The 
specific  points  raised  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  resolve  themselves  really  into 
two.  The  first  is,  as  he  says,  that  we 
have  not  remedied  the  abuse  to  which 
I  called  attention  in  the  speech  from 
which  he  has  quoted,  the  abuse  of 
blocking  motions  which  may  prevent 
the  discussion  of  matters  of  importance. 
Well,  we  have  done  much  more  than  the 
right  hon.  GreAtlemai^  did  ;  we  appointed 
a  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  practice,  and  I  had  the  honour 
to  preside  over  it.  We  discussed  the 
subject  exhaustively,  and  dealt  with 
it  in  a  unanimous  Report  which,  sub- 
sequently, I  embodied  in  a  notice  of 
Motion  which  has  been  before  the  House 
during  the  whole  of  the  session.  I  never 
had  any  kind  of  assurance  from  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  opposite  that 
this  Motion  would  meet  with  general 
acquiescence  or  certainly  by  this  time 
it  would  have  been  a  Standmg  Order  of 
the  House.  I  cannot,  therefore,  charge 
myself  or  the  G^ovemment  with  any 
laxity  in  this  matter ;  I  am  most  anxious 
to  see  that  reform  speedily  and  with 
general  consent  introduced  into  our 
proceedings.  And  now  I  come  to  what, 
after  all,  is  the  gravamen  of  the  charge 
against  the  Government  as  a  whole, 
as  distinguished  from  the  administration 
of  Ireland  in  particular — ^the  manner 
in  which  we  have  dealt  with  Supply. 
I  confess  I  listened  with  some  astonish- 
ment to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
figures  by  which  he  sought  to  draw  a 
comparison  between  the  amount  of 
Supply  im,discus8ed  during  his  term 
of  office  and  during  our  term.  The 
figures  do  not  in  the  least  accord  with 
those  I  have  here  recorded,  I  think,  in 
authentic  form  from  the  journals  of  the 
House.    I    take    the    four    years    from 
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1904.  In  1904  the  total  amount  of  the 
Votes   discussed   was  £68,000,000;      in 

1905,  the  last  year  of  office  of  the  late 
Government,  £60,000,000;  in  1906  it 
^ivas  £111,000,000,  and  in  1907  the  amount 
was  £77,000,000.  That  there  were  very 
considerable  it^ms  of  Supply  undiscussed 
I  agree,  but  on  the  comparison  the  record 
is  most  favourable  to  us  in  the  last  years 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  years. 
I  do  not  suppose  anyone — I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself — 
will  say  that  we  can  possibly  under 
modem  conditions  have  the  old  condition 
of  things  under  which  every  item  could 
be  discussed  without  regard  to  relative 
importance.  We  never  can  return  to 
that  system,  and  the  real  test  to  apply 
to  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  Supply 
by  any  particular  Grovemment  is  to  ask 
whether  they  have  within  the  number 
of  days  allotted  by  the  rule  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, submitted  to  the  House,  with  the 
opportunity  for  discussion,  items  of  the 
largest  general  interest,  and  subject 
to  ihe  most  adverse  criticism.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
Education  Vote.  We  should  have  been 
perfectly  prepared  to  submit  that  Vote 
for  discussion  if  from  the  Opposition, 
from  the  Irish  Party,  or  from  any  con- 
siderable section  of  the  House  there 
had  come  a  desire  for  discussion.  That 
the  desire  was  not  expressed  was  the 
sole  reason  why  the  Vote  passed  un- 
discussed. The  main  charge  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  regard  to  Ire- 
land. As  I  pointed  out  the  other  day,  al- 
though two  days  were  allotted,  yet  in  one 
way  and  another  Irish  administration  has 
been  discussed  in  Committee  of  Supply  for 
four  and  a  half  nights  during  the  session. 
The  speech  of  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
has  shown  that  it  is  competent  for  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  discuss  it  again  to-day.  I 
am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  specific 
points  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
raised,  though  they  are  serious  points, 
and  very  worthy  of  consideration,  but  I 
cannot  allow  to  pass  the  suggestion  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  below  the 
gangway  on  the  other  side  come  to  the 
House  as  subordinate  members  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  They  have  a  very  odd 
way  of  sho¥nng  their  subordination,  and 
I  think  that  the  halcyon  time  in  which, 
I  shall  not  say,  co-operation,  but  co- 
ordination, in  political  efforts  and  aims, 

Mr,  AsquAth, 


shall  be  established  between  them  and 
us,  is  still  rather  a  dream  of  the  future 
than  a  realisation  of  the  present.    As  a 
matter  of  fact,  no  one  knows  better  than 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  every  administra- 
tive   act  in   Ireland  is  the  subject  of 
scrutiny    from    two    precisely   opposite 
points  of  view,  and  it  is  only  when  it  is 
possible  with  the  aid  of  the  Treasury  to 
provide  a  measure  which  satisfies  with  a 
pecuniary  solatium  some  Irish  need,  that 
there  are  smiles  of  approval  both  below 
and  above  the  gangway.    I  have  said 
that  I  believe  that  we  have  done  every- 
thing in  our  power  to  restore  dignity  to 
the  House  of  Commons.    It  is  not  in 
order  to  discuss  legislation  to-day,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  when  reviewing 
these  matters  that  this  House  is  not  only 
the  critic  of  administration,  but  also  an 
organ  of  legislation.    I  do  not  think  it  is 
irrelevant   even   to-day  when   you  are 
considering   whether   the    time   of  the 
House  has  been  usefully  and  fruitfully 
spent,  to  say  that  by  the  time  the  House 
adjourns,  we  shall  have  passed  through 
the  House  in  all  their  stages,  no  less  than 
thirty-three  Government  Bills,  as  well  as 
fifteen  Bills  introduced  by  private  Mem- 
bers.    Let  me  say  at  once  that  I  acknow- 
ledge to  the  full  in  regard  to  a  considerable 
number  of  those  Government  Bills  which 
were    of    a    non-contentious    character, 
the  thoroughly  reasonable  spirit  in  which 
we  have  been  met,  particularly  at  night 
under    conditions    which    possibly   are 
rather  provoking,   by  many  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.     It  would 
not  have  been  possible  to  have  so  large 
a  legislative  harvest  unless  there  had  been 
loyal    co-operation    on    both    sides   of 
the  House  in  the  attempt  to  carry  through 
measures  which  tended  to  excite  party 
passion.     I    acknowledge    that    in    the 
fullest  fashion,  and  I  think  that  the  House 
may  look  back  on  five  months  of  as  really 
fruitful    and    effective   legislative  work 
as  any  that  has  been  carried  in  the  annals 
of  Parliament. 

♦Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire, 
Oswestry)  called  attention  to  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Education  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  the  building 
grant  made  last  year  under  the  Appro- 
priation Act.  He  did  not  think  any- 
one would  contend  that  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  Board  of   Education  t^ 
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make  legulations  to  override  the  pro- 
visions of  an  Act  of  Parliament  pre- 
viously passed  by  that  House.  He 
reminded  the  House  of  Mr.  Justice 
Channell's  judgment  that  the  Board  of 
Education  decision  could  only  be  final 
as  to  conditions  not  directly  imposed  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  That  showed  very 
plainly  that  the  Board  was  not  empowered 
to  make  regulations  which  were  con- 
trary to  a  clause  in  a  previous  Act  of 
Parliament.  But  in  order  to  make  quite 
sure  that  that  was  not  going  to  be  done 
he  asked  the  then  Minister  of  Education, 
now  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
a  question  on  the  subject,  and  on  6th 
JFebruary  this  year  he  replied  in  the 
following  terms — 

'*  It  is  proposed  to  make  grants  for  buildiug 
schools,  but  the  Board  will  take  care  that  the 
section  which  the  hon.  Member  quotes  (18  (1)  (c) 
of  Act,  1902)  is  not  contravened." 

Section  18  of  the  Act  of  1902,  he  said, 
provided  that  a  coimty  council  should 
•charge   such    portion    as   they   thought 
"fit,  not  being  less  than  half  or  more  than 
three-fourths,   of   any  expense    incurred 
l)y  them  in  respect  of  capital  expenditure 
in  the  parish  or  parishes  which  in  the 
•opinion  of  the  council  were  served  by  a 
new  school.    It  was  perfectly  clear  from 
that   that   there    was   no    choice    for   a 
-county  council  but  to  charge  something 
between  a  half  and  three-quarters  in  the 
parish ; '  but  there  were  cases  in  which 
this    had    not    been    carried    out.    He 
•could  quote  cases  in  which  not  only  the 
Act,  but  the  specific  imdertaking  of  the 
Minister   of   Education,    had   not    been 
■carried  out.     At  Pontfadog  in  Denbigh- 
shire there  was  a  school  which  had  re- 
ceived a  grant  which  covered  the  whole 
•cost  of  the  new  building.     There  were 
other  schools,  too,  in  which  the  grant  had 
been  given  in  such  a  manner  as  to  relieve 
the  local  ratepayers  of  any  charge.     In 
<jlamorganshire  the  county  council  agreed 
to  pay  their  share  and  that  the  whole  of 
the  parish  share  should  be  taken  out 
of   the   grant   given   by   the    Treasury.. 
He  contended  that  that  was  absolutely 
illegal.     The    building    grant    was    paid 
to    the    local    authority   and    the    local 
:authority  had  no  choice  but  to  charge 
from   one-half  to  three-fourths  on   the 
parish  concerned.    In  this  particulai  case 
it  happened  to  be  the  parish  in  which  the 


Welsh  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
himself  resided,  and,  therefore,  the  cir- 
cumstances must  have  come  to  his 
notice,  both  officially  and  privately. 
.\nother  point  of  which  he  complained 
was  that  the  inquiries  made  when  ob- 
jections had  been  lodged  had  been  one- 
sided and  perfunctory.  He  could  quote 
many  cases,  but  he  would  only  mention 
that  of  the  school  at  LlandafE.  About 
two  and  a  half  years  before  this  grant 
was  made  there  had  been  a  proposal 
there  to  build  two  new  schools,  but 
suddenly  without  giving  any  fresh  notic^, 
although  previous  notice  had  been  given 
of  these  schools,  the  Board  of  Education 
decided  to  build  another  school  in  a 
different  place  for  a  different  class  of 
people,  but  they  gave  no  notice  under 
the  section  of  the  Act  of  1902,  which  re- 
quired that  they  should  do  so  in  order 
that  ratepayers  opposed  to  the  proposal 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  objecting. 
Now  a  grant  had  been  made  of  £1,000  to 
that  school,  although  none  of  the  formali- 
ties under  the  Act  had  been  followed 
out.  There  were  other  cases  in  which 
the  Board  of  Education  had  not  held  in- 
quiries and  heard,  or  attempted  to  hear, 
what  was  to  be  said  on  the  other  side. 
He  hoped  that  in  the  distribution  of  the 
£40,000  building  grant  for  this  year  the 
Education  Acts  would  not  be  over-ridden 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  that  both 
sides  would  be  fairly  heard. 

Another  complaint  he  had  to  make 
was  against  the  composition  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  half  timers 
at  school.  This  was  a  question  which 
intimately  concerned  the  agricultural 
interest— and  affected  that  interest 
perhaps  more  than  any  other.  But 
there  was  no  adequate  representa- 
tion of  agriculture  on  th«  Committee. 
He  had  been  told  in  answer  to  a  question 
that  Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh  was  put 
on  to  represent  agriculture 

But  that  was  not  enough.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  an  admirable  member  of  that 
Conunittee  ;  but,  however  excellent  he 
might  be  he  was  bound  to  say  that  his 
Lordship  was  a  representative  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  rather  than  of  agri- 
culture. He  observed  that  on  reading 
his  life  that  he  was  a  Coimt  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire  and,  therefore,  he  Wdj 
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on  the  Committee  as  representative  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  schools.  What  he 
wanted  to  impress  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  that  this  was  a  question 
of  the  most  vital  importance  to  people 
interested  in  agriculture.  An  enormous 
number  of  schools  were  affected  by 
this  question  of  half-time  and  it  was 
perfectly  absurd  to  appoint  a  Committee 
on  which  one  noble  Lord  could  be  said 
to  be  the  only  person  to  represent  agri- 
culture. He  looked  at  the  composition  of 
the  Committee  and  found  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion was  to  be  Chairman,  but  he  repre- 
sented London  and  Glasgow.  Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley  represented  the 
view  of  the  old  work  done  on  the  London 
School  Board.  Then  came  the  hon. 
Member  for  Scarborough  ;  Mr.  Lindsell, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education, 
who  was  bound  to  be  on  it ;  Mr.  Bell- 
house,  Factory  Inspector  ;  Mr.  Cross, 
Secretary  to  the  Weavers'  Amalgamation 
in  the  Northern  Counties  ;  Mr.  T.  Garnett, 
of  Manchester  ;  Mr.  Allen  Gee,  Hudders- 
field,  Secretary  of  Union  of  Weavers ; 
Mr.  Oldroyd,  of  Dewsbury,  who  was, 
no  doubt,  very  well  known  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman^  and  Mr.  Sykes  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  Secretary.  If  this 
had  been  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  position  of  the  children  of  operatives 
who  were  weavers  in  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire,  or  of  the  condition  of  children 
of  people  living  in  London  it  might 
have  been  a  very  fair  Committee,  but 
he  contended  that  it  was  a  most  narrow, 
partial,  and  one-sided  Committee  to 
consider  this  great  question.  Three 
coimties  only  were  represented,  and 
Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh  had  to  re- 
present the  rest  of  England.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Cambridgeshire 
the  other  day  also  took  the  view  that 
the  Committee  was  thoroughly  bad  and 
partial ;  and  he  agreed  that  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  was  most  unsatis- 
factory. That  hon.  Member  asked  a 
question  as  to  whether  it  was  possible, 
owing  to  the  terms  of  reference,  to  take 
evidence  on  the  advisability  of  extending 
the  exemption  as  well  as  curtailing  it, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  without 
much  consideration  said  no.  Now,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  terms  of  the 
reference  were  quite  incompatible  with 
the  answer  the   right   hon.   Gentleman 

Mr  Bridgeman 


gave.     Here  was  the  second  paragraph  of 
the  reference — 

**  To  consider  the  practical  effects  of  Vegiilft. 
tiou  providing  for  the  abolition  or  rettrictktt 
of  half-time  employment  upon  industries  sod 
wage-earning  and  upon  educational  organisation 
and  expenditure." 

And  the  third  paragraph  said^ 

"To  report  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  ia 
view  of  these  considerations,  it  is  desirable  to 
amend  the  law  by  raising  the  age  at  which  partial 
exemption  from  attendance  at  public  elementary 
schools  is  to  be  permitted,  or  by  raising  the 
minimum  age  for  total  exemption  concurrently 
with  affordmg  facilities  for  partial  exemption." 

The  reference  was  purely  one-sided.  It 
allowed  evidence  to  be  taken  as  to  the 
desirability  of  still  further  raising  the 
age  at  which  half-time  or  whole-time 
exemption  was  permissible,  but  it  ex- 
cluded evidence  on  the  other  side. 
Speaking  for  an  agricultural  constituencr 
and  resenting  very  much  the  way  in  which 
agiiculture  was  treated  in  the  matter  of 
education  and  its  special  representation 
on  the  Committee,  he  maintained  that  it 
was  most  important  to  consider  this 
whole  question — not  only  from  the 
point  of  view  of  raising  the  age  limit,  but 
also  of  lowering  it.  If  it  was  desired  to 
do  something  in  the  least  satisfactory  for 
education  in  the  agricultural  districts  tbe 
proper  course  was  to  be  more  free  with 
regard  to  exemption  in  day  schools  and 
put  the  age  still  lower,  the  continuation 
of  study  in  evening  schoob  being  reUed  on 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  at  a  later 
age.  The  boy  would  thus  be  able  to  keep 
in  his  head  what  he  had  learnt  and 
would  be  induced  to  take  an  interest  for 
himself  in  learning.  He  firmly  believed 
that  that  was  the  proper  way  of  solving 
the  difficulty  in  the  agricultural  districts. 
But  if  this  Committee  was  going  to  le 
guided  in  its  decisions  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
none  of  whom  knew  anything  about  the 
conditions  of  agriculture,  he  thought  there 
was  a  danger  of  the  interests  of  agricultnre 
being  neglected  altogether.  He  hoped 
that  it  was  not  too  late  to  urge  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
alter  the  composition  of  the  Committee 
and  also  the  terms  of  reference  so  as  to 
give  the  highest  interests  of  agriculture 
a  chance  of  being  considered. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE 
LAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N,)  said 
he  only  desired  to  intervene  for  a  moment 
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1)etween  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Minister 
for  Education  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oswestry  in  order  to  ofEer  a  few  observa- 
tions on  one  of  the  subjects  referred  to 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  No 
one  (would  be  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  which  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  gave 
him  if  he  had  anything  to  say 
about  Ireland  and  the  Government  of 
Ireland.  So  far  as  he  was  personally 
■concerned,  he  would  have  been  very  glad 
if  a  third  day  had  been  allotted  to  Irish 
Supply.  The  present  occasion  did  not, 
lie  admitted,  aftord  the  opportunity 
of  discussion  which  the  gravity  of  the 
subject  deserved.  He  was  glad  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  his  criticism  that 
day  had  not  referred  to  a  matter  which 
he  or,  at  all  events,  the  hon.  Members 
behind  him  had  referred  to  previously. 
He  meant  the  suggestion  that  he  regarded 
the  present  state  of  Ireland  as  other  than 
very  grave  in  many  of  its  aspects.  He 
had  been  accused  of  flippancy  and  levity 
and  other  qualities  which,  if  he  really 
-showed  them,  he  deeply  regretted,  for 
he  could  honestly  say  that  the  burden 
of  his  office  pressed  always  very  heavily 
upon  him.  Naturally  he  resented  the 
language  often  employed  giving  the 
impression  that  the  whole  of  Ireland  was 
in  a  terrible  state — language  used  by 
speakers,  some  of  whom  ought  to  know 
better,  and  some  whose  only  excuse 
was  their  ignorance.  It  was  his  bounden 
duty  to  try  to  preserve  the  perspective 
in  this  case,  and  prevent  anybody  from 
being  led  to  a  wrong  conclusion.  There- 
fore he  might  have  sometimes  used 
language  which,  to  people  who  had 
their  attention  concentrated  on  one 
part  of  the  country,  might  have 
«eemed  a  little  strange.  More- 
over, he  was  not  always  correctly 
reported.  He  had  been  reported,  for 
instance,  as  saying  that  Ireland  was  a 
cheerful  land,  when  what  he  said  was  that 
Ireland  was  inhabited  by  a  cheerful 
people.  So  far  as  he  followed  them  the 
figures  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appeared  to  be  perfectly  accurate. 
He  did  not  deny  that  during  the  last 
twelve  months  there  had  been  a  lament- 
able increase  in  certain  kinds  of  crime 
and  of  ofEences  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland. 
He    did    not    endeavour    to    withhold 


information  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the 
case.  No  doubt  there  had  been  a  very 
reprehensible  increase  in  a  kind  of  ciime 
in  Ireland,  but  in  some  respects  the  crime 
and  outrage  were  connected  with  circum- 
stances which  were  not  entirely  agrarian 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  They 
arose  out  of  lamentable  disputes  between 
the  occupants  of  land  who  were  dissatis- 
fied with  the  allotments  made  to  them 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners.  That 
was  a  very  terrible  thing ;  there  were 
sometimes  incidents  of  great  violence, 
and  one  case,  he  regretted  to  say,  re- 
sulted in  actual  murder.  These  incidents 
could  not  be  altogether  avoided,  and  he 
was  happy  to  say  that  the  ordinary  law 
was  quite  sufficient  to  deal  with  them. 
They  arose  from  the  passion  for  the 
land.  They  arose  from  the  fact  that 
these  poor  people  had  very  little  to 
think  of  except  the  land  ;  they  exaggera- 
ted its  importance  enormously  ;  and  if 
one  person  obtained  a  rather  better 
piece  than  his  neighbour  it  often  led  to 
lamentable  disputes.  The  Government 
were  able  to  say,  almost  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  agrarian  question  in 
Ireland,  that  they  were  able  to  trace  to 
its  source  this  recrudescence  of  unlawful 
acts.  Were  it  not  for  the  passion  of 
the  people  in  Galway  and  Roscommon 
and  other  coimties  to  get  possession  of 
the  grasslands,  Ireland  would  be  extra- 
ordinarily free  at  the  present  time  from 
anything  that  could  be  called  agrarian 
outrage.  The  intimidation  which  took 
place — the  firing  into  houses,  a  most 
detestable  and  cowardly  form  of  inti- 
midation— was  alnwst  always  traceable 
to  the  question  of  the  grasslands.  It 
was  in  order  to  exercise  intimidation 
upon  graziers  and  other  persons  in 
possession  of  these  lands,  or  persons  who 
worked  for  the  graziers,  that  these 
lamentable  and  cowardly  acts  were 
resorted  to.  It  was  surely  a  circum- 
stance worthy  of  the  consideration  of 
the  House  at  any  time  that  they  had 
traced  to  its  source  the  origin  of  the 
increased  disturbances  in  Ireland.  It 
was  owing  to  this  desire  to  get  the  grass- 
lands. For  some  time  the  policy  of 
including  grasslands  within  the  purview 
of  any  purchase  Bill  was  much  disputed. 
But  he  could  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
the  Royal  Commission  presided  over  by 
Lord    Dudley,   and   having   among    its 
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members  Sir  Antony  MacDonnell,  now 
Lord  MacDonnell,  Sir  Francis  Mowatt, 
Sir  John  Colomb,  a  relative  of  a  prede- 
cessor of  his,  and  two  others,  one  of 
whom  was  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
and  all  of  whom  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  question,  had  held  inquiries 
all  over  Ireland,  particularly  in  the 
West.  They  had  put  something  like 
60,000  questions  to  witnesses  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  a  great  part 
of  their  inquiry  had  been  directed  to  the 
very  question,  aye  or  no,  in  the  interests 
of  these  people  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
was  it  or  was  it  not  desirable  that  these 
lands  should  be  immediately  taken  up 
and  distributed  for  the  relief  of  con- 
gestion amongst  the  people  who  so 
anxiously  needed  ttero .  That  was  a  ques- 
tion on  which  the  attention  of  Ireland 
had  been  fixed  for  the  last  eighteen 
months  or  two  years,  and  all  this  evi- 
dence had  been  reported  verbatim  in 
the  Irish  newspapers,  and  read  with  the 
utmost  eagerness  in  every  market 
in  Ireland.  He  had  been  called  upon 
to  listen  over  and  over  again  to  the 
reading  of  the  evidence  of  some  of  the 
witnesses.  All  of  it  had  apparently 
been  committed  to  heart,  and  it  seemed 
almost  the  dearest  possession  of  the 
people.  The  excitement  and  interest 
occasioned  by  that  CJommission  all  over 
Ireland  could  not  be  exaggerated.  What 
had  happened  ?  The  Commission  had 
reported  in  favour  of  this  very  thing, 
namely,  the  handing  over  of  the  grass- 
lands to  the  people.  They  would  say  to 
him  :  '"  Are  you,  as  an  honest  man  and 
a  lawyer,  attempting  for  a  single  moment 
to  justify  lawless  arid  improper  acts 
simply  because  the  Commission,  after 
giving  all  its  attention  to  the  subject,  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  poor 
people  were  right,  not  in  their  method 
but  in  their  desires  ?  "  Of  course  he  | 
answered,  "  Nothing  of  the  kind."  One  I 
regarded  with  horror  every  act  of  vio-  I 
lence  ;  but  still  let  them  be  honest  in 
the  matter,  and  have  regard  to 
the  whole  past  history  of  Irish  land 
legislation.  They  had  by  their  Irish  land 
legislation  inevitably  done  a  great  deal 
to  demoralise  these  very  people.  They 
could  not  deny  it.  It  was  most  painful 
to  witness  going  on,  month  after  month, 
and  year  after  year,  this  undoubted 
demoralisation  in  the  minds* of  the  people, 
Mr.  Bin  ell. 


simply  and  solely  because  they  had  got 
the  idea  ingrained  in  their  minds  that 
this  House  and  country  stood  behind 
them  with  the  determination  to  divide 
the  land  of  Ireland,  agricultural  and 
pastoral,  in  those  parts  wbere  congestion 
existed,  amongst  the  peoj^  who  desired 
it,  in  order  that  they  and  their  famflies 
might  not  have  to  dnft  away  to  America 
or  elsewhere,  but  that  they  might  hve, 
thrive,  and  work  in  the  country  to  which 
they  were  so  deeply  attached.  That 
demoralisation  showed  itself  very  clearly 
in  two  ways  which  he  deeply  deplored. 
The  people  of  every  district  disregarded 
now  the  desire  to  relieve  their  poorer 
brethren  in,  the  congested  districts,  and 
looked  upon  this  grazing  land,  when  it 
was  divided,  as  peculiarly  their  own,, 
as  something  which  was  to  be  theirs, 
and  they  showed  no  disposition  whatever 
to  allow  poor  people  from  a  distance  to 
have  economic  holdings  cut  out  of  the 
land.  He  deplored  that  demoralisation, 
and,  though  he  did  not  know  much  about 
the  Irish  people,  he  knew  a  little  about 
the  English  and  Scottish  people,  and  all 
he  could  say  was  that  in  both  England 
and  Scotland,  under  the  same  conditions, 
in  his  opinion,  the  demoralisation  would 
have  been  much  greater  than  it  was  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  moment.  They 
said,  and  he  might  assume  that  it  was 
true,  "  This  increase  of  crime,  of  acts 
of  violence,  and  acts  of  intimidation 
which  you  so  eloquently  deplore,  assum- 
ing that  it  is  true  that  in  the  main  they 
are  attributable  to  the  desire  of  the 
people  to  get  the  grass  lands,  does  that 
in  any  way  acquit  you  from  the  obhga- 
tion  of  seeing  to  it  that  by  every  mean» 
in  your  power  you  suppress  and  punish 
these  acts  of  illegality  ? "  He  quite 
agreed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  Grovernment  to  do  the  best  that 
it  could  to  maintain  the  law,  but  he 
claimed  the  right  to  consider  whether 
or  not  in  the  long  run  he  was  not  best 
serving  the  interests  of  law  and  order 
by  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  law  to 
put  down  crime,  and  so  enlisting  on 
his  side  the  forces  and  sympathies  of 
public  opinion,  rather  than  by  resorting 
to  methods  which  would  undoubtedly 
excite  pain  and  indignation  in  Ireland  and 
might  very  likely  lead  to  far  worse  results. 
The  whole  argument  of  the  Opposition 
was  that  they  wished  to  pin  him  down  to 
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the  Crimes  Act,  and  they  said  :  "  Unless 
you  put  that  Act  into  force  you  are 
guilty  of  cowardice  "  ;  but  he  did  not 
agree  with  that,  and  he  was  not  at  all 
dissatisfied  with  the  results  of  hie  adminis- 
tration so  far  as  that  went.  Cattle- 
driving,  as  an  indictable  offence,  in  asso- 
ciation with  acts  of  violence  and  unlawful 
assemblies,  had  largely  ceased  to  exist. 
Cattle-drives  had  been  very  frequent ; 
they  were  diminishing  in  number  now. 
I^st  week  there  were  only  seven,  tJie 
week  before,  and  the  week  before  that, 
thirteen.  Of  course,  it  might  be  said  by 
hon.  Grentlemen  opposite  that  this  was 
what  might  be  expected  in  these  par- 
ticular months,  when  they  might  look  to 
see  cattle-driving  decreasing  in  numbers. 
There  might  be  something  in  that,  but 
he  knew  that  the  fact  was  that  it  was 
decreasing  at  the  present  moment.  He 
had  said  that  for  some  time  cattle-driving 
had  not  been  associated  with  acts  of 
violence  or  unlawful  assemblies,  but  it 
had  become  an  ofEence  extraordinarily 
difficult  to  deal  with,  because  it  was  done 
at  night,  and  no  trace  could  be  dis- 
covered by  the  Dolice,  with  all  their 
ingenuity,  of  the  perpons  who  comfliitted 
these  ofEences.  Though  cattle-driving 
had  ceased  to  be  anything  so  large  as  it 
was,  it  had  become  exceedingly  difficult 
to  trace.  He  was  always  being  asked 
questions  about  cattle-drives  and  what 
arre'ts  had  been  made.  He  had  been 
compelled  to  answer  that  there  had  been 
cattle  raids,  and  that  no  arrests  had  been 
made,  and  the  reason  was  that  they 
did  not  know  whom  to  arreft,  and 
neither  the  provisions  of  the  Crimes  Act 
nor  any  other  method  of  legislation  would 
enable  them  to  bring  people  to  justice 
unless  they  could  catch  them.  For  the 
most  part  the  cattle-drives  which  were 
now  being  made  were  being  conducted 
in  conditions  of  secrecy  at  night,  and 
were  not  easily  discovered.  Therefore, 
it  was  not  altogether  fair  to  say  that  if 
he  were  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefits 
of  the  permanent  legislation  of  the  other 
side,  and  suspended  trial  by  jury,  and 
placed  the  administration  of  these  things 
in  the  hands  of  two  resident  magistrates 
he  would  thereby  secure  a  larger  number 
of  convictions.  A  good  deal  of  ridicule 
had  been  poured  on  the  system  of 
arresting  those  persons  who  had  been 
identified,  bringing  them  up  before  the 


magistrates,  and  binding  them  over  to 
keep  the  peace.  He  did  not  agree  at  all 
with  the  view  that  that  was  a  useless 
proceeding  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  the 
authority  of  several  inspectors  of  police 
that  very  good  results  had  followed  from 
it.  He  did  not  believe  there  were  half-a- 
dozen  instances  of  persons  who  had 
entered  into  these  recognisances  and 
taken  part  in  subsequent  cattle-drives. 
It  was  an  entire  mistake  to  suppose  that 
these  cattle-drivers  were  reprobate  and 
idle  persons ;  for  the  most  part,  he 
regretted  to  say,  they  were  the  sons  of 
respectable  farmers,  stalwart,  young  men, 
only  too  well  able  to  look  after  themselves. 

Mr  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.): 
How  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  the  cattle-drivers  are  of  the  class 
he  describes  ?  A  minute  or  two  ago 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  told  us  that 
they  were  not  known. 

Me.  BIRRELL  said  that  hundreds  of 
them  were  boimd  over  to  keep  the  peace, 
and  with  those  he  was  acquainted.  An 
enormous  number  of  cattle-drives  were 
reported,  and  entered  in  the  annals 
and  statistics  of  indictable  oSences, 
and  a  great  many  persons  who  had  taken 
part  in  them  were  not  known.  There- 
fore he  only  based  his  argument  on  those 
he  did  know,  and  they  were  a  class  of 
persons  who  for  the  most  part  kept  their 
word.  Therefore  he  would  continue 
the  use  of  his  present  weapon  which, 
though  perhaps  rusty,  was  possibly  the 
most  effective  for  putting  down  the 
offence  without  doing  that  which  might 
lead  to  far  moife  serious  consequences 
if  they  resorted  to  legislation  outside 
of  the  ordinary  law.  Although  the 
weapon  might  not  be  considered  the 
most  effective,  it  was  not  by  any  means 
ineffectual,  and  it  had  done  a  great 
deal  of  good.  Ho  was  glad  to  notice  that 
cattle-driving  had  declined  in  the  past 
few  weeks,  although  he  knew  that  this 
was  not  the  time  when  it  occurred  most 
frequently.  Still,  he  was  not  without 
hope  that  when  the  winter  time  came 
the  method  they  had  adopted — though 
he  admitted  it  had  tried  their  patience 
to  the  utmost — might  prove  to  have 
more  permanent  results  in  securing 
the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood  than 
if   they    had    suspended    the    ordinary 
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law   and    handed    ov«r   the   liberty   of 
hundreds    of    people    to    two    resident 
magistrates.     At     all   events   that  was 
the    view    that    he    took    of  the    case. 
He  could  not  admit,  even  on  the  figures, 
that  the  increase  of  offences  was  of  an 
alarming    character,    though    he    quite 
agreed    that  it  was  profoundly  to    be 
deplored.     The   figures   were   not   of   a 
kind  to    lead  anyone  to  abandon  hope 
as  to  the  course  they  were  endeavour- 
ing   to  pursue.      Complaint  was  made 
of  the  increase  of  the  police.     That  was, 
he  confessed,  the  most  melancholy  feature 
of  the  case.    He  had  been  obliged  to  in- 
crease enormously  the  number  of  the 
police  in  consequence  of  the  necessity 
of  watching  great  areas  of  sparsely  popu- 
lated country.    Half  the  loss  fell  on  the 
Treasury,   and   the   other   half   on   the 
coimty,  and  certainly  nothing  had  pained 
him  more  than  the  fact  that,  while  he 
was   struggling   to    get   money  for  the 
higher  education  of  Ireland,  struggling  for 
a  few  thousands  of  pounds  for  the  annual 
endowment  of  a  college,  he  should  have 
been    obliged,    simply    in    consequence 
of  this  stupid,  as  well  as  wrong,  policy, 
to  cast  on  the  taxpayers  of  this  country, 
as  well  as  of  Irish  counties,  themselves 
already  heavily  overburdened,  a  further 
burden  amounting  to  many  thousands  a 
year.  It  was  a  lamentable  feature  of  the 
situation  that  he  should  have  been  com- 
pelled to  impose  this  heavy  burden  on  the 
English,  Welsh,  Scottish,  and  Irish  tax- 
payers.    He  lamented  it  from  the  bottom 
of  his  heart,  but  he  still  said,  in  spite  of 
the  shortcomings  of  his  policy,  in  spite 
of  the  figures  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  quoted,    he   believed  that   at 
the     present    moment    he    stood    in    a 
better  position  for  the  future  maintenance 
of   law  and   order  in   Ireland  than  if, 
adopting  the  policy  of  the  Party  opposite, 
he  had  made  war  on  the  people  of  Ireland, 
in  spite  of  the  protestations  of  the  Liberal 
Party  that  they  would  do  all  that  they 
could  for  as  long  as  they  could  to  govern 
them    according   to    the    ordinary   law. 
He  believed  that  he  had  been  right  in 
the  policy  he  had  adopted.     If  he  had 
followed  any  other  policy  he  was  con- 
vinced that  instead  of  being  better,  the 
situation    would    have    become    worse. 
The  temper  and  the  disposition  of   the 
Irish   people,    even   in   those   disturbed 
portions    of   the    country,    woidd   have 
iVr.  BirrelL 


been  worse  to-day  than  he  had  reason 
to  believe  they  now  were.  He  was, 
at  any  rate,  not  going  to  abandon  hope, 
and  he  certainly  thought  that  he  was 
entitled  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Irish 
people  and  to  the  Irish  leaders  to  exercise 
such  influence  as  they  could  on  the 
population,  for  whom  everyone  must  have 
profound  sympathy,  properly  to  guide 
and  control  their  action.  He  hoped 
each  would  exercise  such  influence 
as  he  had,  to  whatever  party  in  the  State 
he  might  belong,  to  see  to  it  that  these 
people  were  told  what  their  duties  were 
both  to  God  and  to  their  neighboius, 
that  they  should  not  have  to  lament 
the  excellent  land  legislation  which  he 
hoped  to  see  carried  through  by  others, 
if  not  by  himself,  and  that  there  8hou!d 
be  no  cause  to  regret  that  they  had 
introduced  that  policy  because  of  the 
demoralisation  in  some  few  parts  of  the 
country. 

M-.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)  No 
one  will  accuse  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  trifling  with  the  position  of  af&ira 
in  Ireland,  but  when  he  asks  us  to  realise 
that  he  treats  it  gravely  and  seriously,  and 
tells  us  that  suggestions  to  the  contrary 
vex  him,  he  must,  I  think,  remember 
that  there  has  been  no  small  provocation 
for  the  adoption  of  a  vinw  like  that  Ho 
ciinnot  forget  that  more  than  once  he 
himself  has  poured  ridicule  and  contempt 
upon  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
for  doing  that  which  he  had  been  obliged 
to  refer  to  to-day,  viz.,  bringing  before 
Parliament  facts  and  figures  the  accuracy 
of  which  he  has  never  been  able  to  dis- 
pute. I  do  not  wonder  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  claims  in  the  first  place 
his  ritht  as  Chief  Secretary  to  decide  for 
himself  what  is  the  Government  policy. 
Nobody  disputes  his  right,  but  he  cannot 
dispute  our  right  to  jadge  of  his  policy, 
not  by  bis  own  statements,  not  by  Ms 
own  expressions  of  hope,  not  by  his  own 
opinions,  but  by  the  actual  results  which 
have  followed  from  that  policy.  The 
Chief  Secretary  told  us  in  his  closing  and 
most  eloquent  sentences  that  he  believed 
the  condition  of  Ireland  would  be  worse 
today  than  it  is  in  thrse  parts  of  Ireland 
to  which  I  have  referred,  if  he  had 
adopted  a  different  policy ;  but  what 
justification  has  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
that  view  ?  He  will  find  no  justification 
in  the  previous  history  of  the  country  or 
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in  the  previous  administration  of  bis 
predecessors  He  himself,  and  his  imme- 
diate predecessor,  when  they  came  to 
Dublin  Castle,  said  they  found  Ireland  in 
a  condition  of  peace  which  had  not  been 
equalled  for  many  years.  That  state  of 
atfairs  had  been  brought  about  by  an 
administration  of  the  law  which  was  abso- 
Jutely  equal  as  between  man  and  man. 
The  Chief  Secretary  says  he  is  not  alto- 
gether dissatisfied  with  the  results  of  his 
policy,  but,  if  that  be  so,  he  must  be 
^satisfied  with  very  small  results  indeed. 
My  right  hon.  friend  called  attention  to 
ijhe  increase  in  the  number  of  offences, 
especially  the  use  of  firearms,  the  gravest 
and  surest  indication  of  serious  unrest  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  the 
.particular  crime  is  committed.  My  right 
hon.  friend  also  called  attention  to  the 
increase  of  police,  and  although  the  Chief 
Secretary  started  with  a  condition  of 
things  so  satisfactory  that  he  and  his 
predecessor  constantly  alluded  to  it 
in  their  speeches,  he  is  bound  to 
admit  here  to-day  that  he  has  had 
to  increase  the  number  of  police  in 
the  counties  because  of  the  condition  of 
unrest  in  which  he  finds  them.  Can 
it  be  urged  that  it  is  unjust  or 
unfair  of  us  to  arraign  him  and 
Ms  administration  when  facts  of  that  kind 
are  put  before  Parliament  and  the 
country  ?  The  Chief  Secretary  went  on 
dio  trace  this  condition  of  things  to  the 
passion  for  land  in  Ireland,  ^ut  that 
ias  been  the  fact  in  Ireland  ever  since 
the  country  existed.  The  passion  for 
the  land  is  the  oldest,  and  in  some 
respects  perhaps  the  saddest,  story  in 
Ireland,  and  does  the  Chief  Secretary  or 
anybody  believe  that,  if  the  people  in 
Ireland  believe,  as  they  will  believe,  if 
his  policy  continues,  that  all  they  have  got 
to  do  is  to  support  their  desire  for  land 
by  crime  and  misconduct  and  that  their 
-desires  will  be  met  by  Parliament— does 
he  believe  that  the  consequences  to  Ireland 
will  not  be  of  the  gravest  possible 
description  ?  Is  anybody  so  foolish  as  to 
believe  that  they  can  curb  the  desires  of 
the  various  classes  in  Ireland?  Hon. 
•Gentlemen  opposite  surely  know  that 
even  now  there  are  signs  in  Ireland  of  a 
desire  to  share  in  the  benefits  hitherto 
<Jonferred  solely  upon  the  farmers.  Are 
you  going  to  teach  them,  because  they 
have  a  hunger  for  something,  that  if  they 
want  to  get  it  they  are  to  follow  the 
i9xample  of  those  who  are  breaking  the 


law  now  because,  as  the  Chief  Secretary  * 
says,  they  not  altogether  unnaturally 
desire  to  get  the  land  for  themselves  1 
The  Chief  Secretary  told  us  that  he  was 
urged  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  and  by  the  Unionist  Party  in 
Ireland  to  suspend  the  ordinary  law  and 
to  put  the  extraordinary  law  into  force. 
The  remarkable  part  of  that  extraordinary 
law  is  that  when  it  was  passed  by  my 
right  hon.  friend,  some  parts  of  it  were 
made  to  depend  upon  proclamations  by 
the  Qovernment,  but  some  parts  were 
made  a  part  of  the  ordinary  statute  law 
requiring  no  proclamation  of  any  kind 
whatever;  and  what  we  have  urged  on 
the  Chief  Secretary  is  not  that  he  should 
proclaim  districts,  or  use  those  parts  of 
the  Act  which  must  be  preceded  by  pro- 
clamation, but  that  he  should  make  full 
use  of  the  general  law ;  until  he  has 
done  that,  he  cannot  claim  that  he  has 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  put 
down  lawlessness  and  disorder.  He  told 
us  that  cattle-driving  was  not  so  very 
grave  an  offence  as  some  people  believed 
it  to  be.  He  said  it  was  abominable  and 
objectionable,  but  he  pointed  out  that 
cattle-driving  is  indulged  in  by  men 
among  whom  were  small  farmers  and 
people  of  some  substance,  that  in  many 
cases  it  was  not  accompanied  by  brutal 
treatment  either  of  human  beings  or 
of  the  animals  themselves,  and  that 
therefore  in  many  cases  it  was  not  so 
brutal  as  it  was  represented  to  be  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  The  question  of  the 
degree  of  brutality  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  commission  of  this  particular 
offence.  At  first  we  were  told  that  this 
cattle-driving  was  directed  against  tenants 
who  occupied  grazing  land  only,  and  that, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  outbreak  of  cattle- 
driving,  it  was  only  the  graziers  that 
were  attacked  ;  but  it  did  not  take  long 
before  the  lesson  taught  in  the  beginning 
was  learnt  and  applied  in  other  cases, 
and  it  has  long  ceased  to  be  the  case  that 
cattle-driving  is  applied  only  to  graziers. 
Many  "drives"  now  take  place  on  the 
farms  of  tenant  farmers,  not  men  of 
wealth,  and  it  is  inevitable,  if  it  is 
allowed  in  the  one  case,  that  it  will  follow 
in  the  other,  and  as  it  goes  on,  it  will 
become  more  and  more  difficult  to  put 
down.  The  Chief  Secretary  told  us  it  is 
dying  down  already,  but  it  was  only  in 
the  debates  raised  at  the  beginning  of 
this  session  in  February  that  we  were 
told  exactly  the  same  story.     Many  of 
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us  who  know  something  of  the  cattle  i 
trade  in  Ireland,  believe  that  the  reasous 
which  led  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  , 
of  cases  then  had  nothing  on  earth  to  do 
with  the  application  of  the  law,  but  had 
solely  to  do  with  the  conditions  of  the 


if  you  let  it  be  thought  for  a  moment  that 
the  desire  for  land  and  the  miseries  which 
arise  from  congestion  justify  ia  any 
decree  the  commission  of  these  offences,, 
and  that  you  will  proceed  to  treat  them 
rather  by  r^orms  than  by  puBiBhrneot^ 


trade  itself.     I  believe  that  i;)  the  reason    you  will  go  on  getting  this  kind  oi  thing 


now,  but  at  all  events,  we  know  that  the 
same  hopes  were  indulged  in  in  February, 
and  dashed  to  the  ground  in  April  and 
May,  and  the  same  hopes  being  indulged 
in  in  July  will,  unless  the  law  be  enforced, 
be  dashed  to  the  ground  in  November 
and  December.     We  must,  said  the  Chief 


steadily  inc^easmg  as  it  has  done  during 
the  last  three  years.  Do  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  the  Irish  Gk)vemmeot 
believe  that  under  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act  they  are  going  to  remove  all 
the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in 
connecti(m    with    the    evicted    tenants 


Secretary,  legislate  in  order  to  remove    question  'i    Whereas  it  is  only  possible  to- 

tMs  congestion.     By  all  means.    I  have    ^    * 

never  concealed  my  view  that  if  there  be 

a  grievance  which  legislation  will  remove, 

by  all  means  take  every  chance  to  pass 

your  legislation,  and  do  justice  to  the 

country ;  but  at  the  same  time  that  you 

are    carrying    remedial    legislation,  you 

must  first  of  all  enforce  the  law  without 

any  fear  or  favour  as  between  man  and 

man.      The    Chief    Secretary    told    us 

pathetically  that  he   knew  too  little  of 

the  land  question  in  Ireland,  and  that 

during  his  tenure  of   office  he  had  been 

unable  to    do 

parts.      I  am 

any  Act  of  Parliament,  basetl  even  upon 

the  remarkable  recommendations  of    the 

Congestion   Commission — and   when    he 

quoted    Lord    Dudley   and    Lord   Mac- 

Donnell,   the    late  Under-Secretary  for 

Ireland,   surely  he    forgets    that    those 

gentlemen  have  alt  got  recommendations 

of  their  own,  and  that  the  Report  of  that 

Commission  is  not  one  united  Keport. 


Mr.  BIRRELL 
grass  lands. 


find  accommodation  for  a  few  hundreds, 
applications  have  been  made  on  the  part 
of  thousands.  While  you  can  only  hope 
to  deal  with  a  limited  number  as  the^ 
Chief  Secretary  has  tried  to  do,  yon 
have  an  enormous  number  of  thos^ 
people  still  clamouring  to  be  treated  in 
this  way,  still  demanding  land  and 
demanding  to  be  put  back  on  theiir 
farms,  ana  noue  of  these  demands  can 
be  met.  It  is  impossible  by  legisla- 
tion ever  to  deal  with  unrest  in  IreuuKL 
Unless  you  make  it  clearly  understood 
more  than  study  it  in  j  that  you  are  whole-hearted  and  deter- 
sure    he   will    find   that  |  mined  in  your  enforcement  of  the  law, 

agitation  will  go  on  and  increase  as  it 

has  been  doing  during  recent  months. 

The  Chief  Secretary  told  us  that  ho  was 

entitled  not  only  to  decide  as  between 

the  two  courses  open  to  him,  but  that  he 

was  entitled  to  be  judged  fairly  by  his. 

critics.     Of  course  he  is.     But,  cm  the 

other  hand,  we  ai*e  entitled  to  ask  whether 

the  law  has  been  enforced  in  such  a  way 

as  is  likely  to  make  the  people  believe  you 

It  is  united  as  to  the  j  are  in  earnest.    But  you  have  prosecnted 

,  the   followers  and  left  out  the  leader. 

I  What  would  be  the  effect  produced  here 

I  in  England  if,  in  the  case  of  riots  led  by 

people  who  were  well  kno%*n,  and  by 

their  position  w«re  entitled  to  lead  their 

I  fellows,     the    prosecution   was  directed 

I  against  those  who  followed  and  those  who 

I  led  were  left  out  altogether  1    The  same 

effect  would  be  produced  as  is  produced 

in  Ireland,  and  until  you  make  up  your 

mind   without  fear  or  favour  to  prose- 

!  cute  and  punish,  so  far    as  you    can, 

those    who    are    responsible,    not  only 

;  as  followers,  but  as  leaders,  in  t^e  com> 

mission  of  these  offences,  you  will  have,. 

whatever  may  be  your  intentions — and 

nobody  denies  that  they  are  good— the 

I  same  sorry  tale  to  tell  that  you  have  had 

to  tell  Uyday,  viz.,  to  admit  that  every 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  Only  on  one 
point.  But  the  Chief  Secretary  forgets 
that  he  is  dealing  with  congestion  where 
it  creates  a  desire  for  land.  He  must 
know  that  in  proportion  to  the  people 
whom  you  have  demanding  grass  land, 
and  who  are  now  dissatisfied,  the  amount 
of  grass  land  available,  even  if  you  took 
the  whole  of  it,  would  not  serve  to  go 
round  more  than  one-tenth  of  them. 
Legislation  dealing  with  congestion 
does  not  meet  the  case,  because  you 
cannot  by  legislation  make  land.  You 
can  take  it  away  from  those  who  have  it 
and  ^ve  it  to  others,  but  you  cannot 
make  fresh  land.  That  is  beyond  even 
the  power  of  a  Radical  Government,  and 

Mr.  JVaJter  Long, 


1813  Consolidated  Fund  {30  JuLT  1908}        (Afpropriaiion)  Bill.        1814 


oae  of  these  statements  is  correct,  that  the 
increase  in  crime  is  as  stated,  that  you 
have  had  to  add  to  your  procUmauons 
more  counties,  and  that  you  are  obliged 
to  appeal  to  friends  and  opponents  to 
help  you  in  a  task  which  you  have  found 
greater  than  you  are  able  to  accomplish. 
The  Chief  Secretary  went  on  to 
make  an  appeal  to  all  parties  in  Ireland. 
I  venture  to  say,  and  I  am  speaking  with 
some  knowledge  of  what  I  am  talking 
about,  that  in  that  portion  of  Ulster  from 
which  the  majority  of  the  Unionist 
representatives  come,  and  who  generally 
side  with  us  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
there  lias  been,  especially  during  the  last 
year  or  two,  a  steadfMSt  and  an  honest 
attempt  to  do  that  which  would  tend  to 
the  general  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
country,  to  support  the  Government  in 
their  eifurts  to  maintain  peace  on  those 
difficult  occasions  when  there  is  risk 
of  collision  between  Orangemen  and 
Nationalists,  an  honest  attempt  to  prevent 
disorder  and  bloodshed.  I  can  promise 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  so  far  as  those 
for  whom  I  am  entitled  to  speak  are  con- 
cerned, there  will  be  every  assistance 
given  to  him  and  his  Gk)veniment  in  any 
effort  they  make  to  maintiun  the  law. 
The  Chief  Secretary  urge!  just  now 
that  he  ought  not  to  be  charged  with 
treating  with  levity  the  great  question 
of  the  government  of  Ireland.  There 
are  many  men  in  Ireland,  not  poli- 
ticians, but  honest  citizens,  farmers, 
landowners,  and  tradesmen,  who  be- 
lieve that  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  whatever  may 
be  the  position  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
the  claims  we  make  on  behalf  of  Ireland 
are  treated,  if  not  with  levity,  at  all 
events  with  contempt.  W'e  contend 
that  every  statement  we  have  made  has 
been  admitted  to  be  correct  by  the 
Chief  Secretary.  He  admits  that  his 
record  is  unsatisfactory,  but  he  says  it 
will  be  worse  if  he  does  other  things.  We 
I'say  that  that  is  not  the  opinion  of  Ireland. 
We  say  that  when  you  have  fairly  ad- 
ministered the  law  between  all  classes  of 
the  people  without  fear  or  favoiu"  the 
result  has  always  been  a  diminution  in 
crime  and  an  increase  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  people  and  those  very  results,  peace 
and  happiness,  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  his  predecessors  found  in  Ireland 
when  they  succeeded  a  Unionist  Chief 
J^'ecretary  and  a  Unionist  Administration. 
It  is  impossible  to  carry  on  a  debate  of 


this  kind  on  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill.  It  is  quite  obvious- 
that  there  are  many  Members  of  the 
House  who  want  to  talk  about  other 
questions  and  the  time  at  our  disposal  is 
very  limited.  I  accept  the  statement  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  be  allowed  to  have  his  Vote 
discussed,  but  I  think  it  is  little 
short  of  a  public  scandal  that  questions  of 
this  magnitude,  affecting  the  happiness  of 
a  considerable  section  of  His  Majesty'a 
subjects,  should  be  so  inadequately 
and  so  insufficiently  discussed.  We  have- 
raised  the  discussion  not  because  we- 
want  to  delay  the  business  of  the  House,, 
but  because  this  is  the  only  occasion  on 
which  we  can  put  before  the  House  what 
we  believe  to  be  the  true  situation  ia 
Ireland,  and  upen  which  we  can  voice- 
our  conviction  that  those  who  are  respon- 
sible for  Irish  Oovernment  have  lament- 
ably failed  in  the  discharge  of  their 
primary  duty. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOB  (Liven)ool,. 
Scotland)  said  that  obviously  he  could  not 
let  the  speech  to  which  they  had  just 
listened  pass  without  a  word  of  reply 
from  the  point  of  view  represented  by 
his  hon.  friends  and  himself.  He  wouldi 
have  been  glad  if  there  had  been  more 
time  to  take  some  notice-  of  the  speech 
of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  With 
great  fairness  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
before  he  came  to  describe  the  atrocities 
of  his  successors  in  the  employment  of 
the  guillotine,  made  a  confession  of 
the  atrocities  of  himself  and  his  ow]>. 
Government.  He  said  that  in  the 
session  of  1904  there  were  je31,000,000 
of  money  voted  without  diiscussion,  and 
in  1905  J&50,000,000.  He  could  have- 
shown  to  his  heart's  content  that  his 
successors  had  voted  even  much  larger 
sums  under  the  guillotine  without  ad- 
vancing his  cause.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  distinguished  from  those 
who  had  succeeded  him  by  the  fact 
that  he  had  no  remedy  for  the  present 
state  of  things,  and  that  the  present 
Government  had  a  remedy.  Was  there- 
a  man  in  the  House  who  did  not 
know  that  the  process  of  closure, 
reaching  its  ultimate  form  of  violence* 
in  the  guillotine,  was  going  to  go- 
on from  year  to  year,  augmented 
by  every  successive  Government,  until  in 
the  ena  they  might  come  to  the  timo 
when  practically  free  discussion,   in  th^ 
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old  sense  of  the  word,  would  have  en- 
tirely disappeared )    What  was  the  real 
root  of  all  t^is?    Was  it   the  wieked- 
tiess  of  one  Government  or  of  another? 
Was  it  because  the  Tories  were  wicked 
4tnd    the    Liberals    more    wicked    still  1 
When  either  a  Liberal  or  a  Ck>nservative 
used  that  language  in  Opposition  he  had 
his  tongue  in  his  cheek.       When  the 
Opp<»sition  became  the  Gk)veniment  they 
would  employ  the  guillotine,  and  when 
the  Grovemment  became  the  Opposition 
they  would  denounce  it.     The  real  root 
•of  the  whole  thing  was  that  the  Imperial 
Parliament  was  trying  to  do  not  merely 
the  preat  work  of  the  nation  and  the 
Empire  at  large,  but  work  which  ought 
to  be  left  to  local  bodies  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Scotland,  as  well  as  Ireland. 
It  was  something  like  irony  that  the 
Leader    of    the    Opposition,    himself    a 
Scotsman,  should  use  the  same  figures  as 
to  Supply  voted  under  the  guillotine  'as 
an  argument  in  favour  of  the  status  quo 
that   he  (Mr.  O'Connor)  used  to  prove 
that  Parliament  had  broken  down  in  its 
work  of  Imperial  control  of  its  finances 
and  as  an  argument  for  transferring  to  a 
Scottish    Assembly  the    adequate,   wise 
<liscussions    of    purely    Scottish    afiiedrs. 
He  had  heard  with  alarm  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in  his 
opinion  this  Parliament    had   lost    real 
control    over    the    expenditure    of    the 
•country.     According  to  his  theory   the 
only  reason  the  House  now  discussed  the 
Estimates  was  that    the    discussion    of 
Estimates  gave  them  an  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  policy.     Of  course,  that 
was  one    of     the    great    purposes    and 
functions  of  discussions  in  Supply.     But 
he  was  sure  the  people  of  this  country 
would  be  alarmed  and  astounded  if  they 
-could  realise  the  meaning  of  the  words  of 
the  man  who  for  fifteen  years  was  the 
leader,  almost  the  dictator,  of  their  great 
representative  assembly,  when  he  said  that 
under  the  present  system  the  House  of 
Commons  had  practically  lost  all  control 
over  the   expenditure  of    the    country. 
Those  wece  general  questions,  and  he  had 
no  right  to  stand  between  the  House  and 
other  hon.  Members  who  wished  to  ad- 
•dress  it.     With  regard  to  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  he  stated  that  he  was  in  favour 
of  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  the  problem  of  congestion  in  Ire- 
land and  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  pledge. 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  did  not 
pledge  himself  to  anything.  What  he 
said  was  that  he  was  in  favour  and  always 
had  been  of  removing  any  grievance  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said  that  con- 
gestion happened  to  be  the  serious  ques 
tion  at  the  present    moment,   and    he 
inferred  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  that  in  mind.     He  was  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  take  anything 
like  a  factious  opinion  in  dealing  with 
grievances  which  were  admitted  by  all 
parties  in   this  House.    The  theory  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman    was  that  if 
there  was  disorder  and  crime  in  Ireland 
there  was  only  one  way  of  dealing  with 
it,  and  that  was  by  putting  into  operation 
certain  portions  of  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  call  the  Crimes  Act, 
but  what  he  preferred  to  call  the  Coercion 
Act.     He  objected  to  the  employment  of 
the  word  **  crime  "  in  this  connection.   The 
ri^ht  hon.  G^itleman  had  committed  him- 
self to  the  statement  that  there  was  not 
a  single  statement  of  fact  with  regard  to 
Ireland  brought  forward  by  himself  and 
his  friends  which  had  not  been  fully  con- 
firmed.    That  was  an  astonishing  phrase. 
He  had  claimed  that  a  general  case  had 
been  made  out,  but  what  was  that  general 
case?    He    did    not  mean  during  the 
session  of  Parliament,  but   during  the 
recess  which  preceded  that  session.    Was 
there  a  single  hon.  Member  who  did  not 
read  in  scores  of  speeches  and  leading 
articles  that  the  only  analogy  to  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland  was  in  Macedonia  or 
Armenia.     That  appeared  almost  in  every 
speech  of  the  members  of  the  Tory  party 
and  in  articles  in  the  Tory  Press.     There 
were   10,000  murders  in   four  years  in 
Macedonia,  whereas  in  twelve  months  of 
Irish  history  with  which  the  comparison 
was  made  there  was  not  a  single  agrarian 
murder.     Therefore  Irishmen  had  a  right 
to  complain  when  their  national  character 
was  vifiified  with  such  gross  and  wicked 
exaggeration  by  gentlemen   who  would 
resent  being  told  mat  their  object  was  to 
sow  dissension  between    the  people  of 
England  and  Ireland,    What  were  the 
facts'  with  regard  to  crime  in   Ireland  t 
Would  any  man  say  that  it  was  fair  to 
speak  of  cattle-driving  in  the  same  terms 
as  one   would    apply    to  the  scores  of 
murders  which  had  defaced  the  annals  of 
history.      What  was    the  case  1      Wtt 
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there  a  single  Assize  Court  in  this 
country  where  a  Judge  in  the  last  twelve 
months  had  been  presented  with  white 

f loves  ?  There  was  not  one  that  he 
new  of.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  had 
been  more  trials  and  offences  tried  at 
one  country  Assize  Court  in  England 
than  in  the  whole  of  Ireland  in 
the  period  named.  In  Limerick  and 
in  two  or  three  other  cities  of 
Ireland  the  County  Court  Judge 
had  been  presented  with  white  gloves 
because  there  were  no  offences  to  try,  and 
all  over  the  country  Judges  had  been  con- 
gratulating the  population.  In  the  face 
of  this  universal  testimony  to  the  crimeless- 
ness  of  Ireland,  it  was  a  little  too  bad  that 
not  only  hon.  Members  above  the  gangway 
but  responsible  men  like  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  should  endeavour  to 
picture  Ireland  as  one  mass  of  bloodshed 
and  violence  like  Macedonia.  As  to  dis- 
order, how  was  that  to  be  removed  1  The 
policy  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opp<3sition  was 
to  revive  the  Coercion  Act.  In  debating 
Coercion  Acts  for  the  last  thirty  years  he 
never  knew  one  which  did  not  aggravate 
the  evils  which  it  sought  to  remedy,  and 
he  believed  that  if  to-day  Ireland  was  free 
from  crime,  although  not  free  from  dis- 
quiet and  disorder,  it  was  because  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  bad  the  courage  to 
resist  the  enormous  and  gigantic  pressure 
of  true  and  false  statements  which  had 
been  used  to  induce  him  to  apply  coer- 
cion. The  administration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin  was  dead  and  gone,  and  he 
could  therefore  speak  of  it  without 
any  party  feeling  or  acrimony.  He 
would  venture  to  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
every  sane  man  in  Ireland  who  took  a 
wholly  impartial  view  of  politics  and 
administration  in  Ireland,  that  another 
year  of  such  administration  as  he  was 
giving  to  Ireland  would  have  led  to  an 
outburst  of  crime  which  would  have 
made  his  task  impossible  and  would  have 
defaced  the  annals  of  Ireland,  creating 
bitterness  and  bad  feeling  more  than 
ever  existed  before.  If  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  had  followed  the  policy  of  his 
predecessor  and  applied  coercion,  what 
would  have  been  the  effect  1  The  whole 
of  the  Liberal  Party  were  pledged  to  the 
hilt  against  coercion  and  had  voted  session 
after  session  for  the  repeal  of  the  Coercion 
Act.  If  the  Liberal  Party  had  applied 
coercion,   what    would    have    been    the 


position  ?  If  a  policy  was  right  in  his- 
opinion  it  should  be  applied  whether  it 
led  to  the  success  or  failure  of  any 
political  party  here  or  there.  What  he- 
was  concerned  with  was  that  the  appli- 
cation of  coercion  to  Ireland  by  a  Liberal 
Government  would  have  meant  the 
swallowing  of  all  the  pledges  which  the* 
Liberal  Party  had  made,  and  it  would 
have  destroyed  the  moral  character  and 
repute  of  that  party,  besides  digging 
another  deep  gulf  of  mistrust  between 
the  people  of  England  and  Ireland. 
To  the  Government  it  would  also  have- 
meant  the  bankruptcy  of  democracy^ 
in  this  country.  What  was  the  reab 
cure  for  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land ?  What  was  the  cause  of  distur- 
bance 1  The  Chief  Secretary  had  stated 
that  it  was  not  merely  that  there  ^  as  & 
grievance  in  Ireland,  but  that  there  was 
a  grievance  which  was  admitted  by  all 
parties  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland, 
viz.,  that  side  by  side  with  the  congested 
districts  in  which  the  people  had  herded 
together  so  lon^,  were  vast  tracts  of 
splendid  and  fertile  land,  miles  of  which 
were  not  broken  by  a  single  humaa 
being.  An  influential  Eoyal  Commission 
had  reported  in  favour  of  the  solution  of 
that  problem  by  increasing  the  size  of 
small  holdings,  and  adding  to  them 
portions  of  this  untenanted  land.  Would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Dublin  deny  that  this  was  a. 
wise  way  of  meeting  the  question  1  It  was 
something  that  would  make  one  almost 
weep  for  the  tragedy  and  irony  of  Irish 
life,  that  this  solution  of  the  question  had 
been  waiting  now  for  generations,  and 
had  not  yet  come.  Why  was  there  dis- 
order in  Ireland  1  Because  they  had  been 
waiting  for  this  remedy,  not  for  decades, 
but  for  generations,  and  even  for  centuries.. 
Had  they  not  suftered  enough  and  lost 
enough  ?  At  the  present  moment  in 
England  they  were  discussing  the  problem 
of  how  to  get  the  people  back  to  the 
land.  In  this  country  they  were  all 
alarmed  and  moved  by  the  tragedy  of 
village  life,  because  the  villages  were 
becoming  empty,  and  their  best  sons  and 
daughters  were  crowding  into  the  con- 
gested streets  of  the  great  cities.  In 
Ireland  the  problem  was  exactly  the 
opposite.  They  did  not  want  the 
people  to  come  back  to  the  land,  they 
wanted  them  to  remain  on  it,  and  that 
Wd?  a  policy  which  every  hon.  Member 
ought    to    support.     They    ought    not. 
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to  be  asked  to  wait  any  longer.  During 
his  own  time  Ireland  had  lost  a  third 
of  the  p<^>pulation  it  had  at  the  time 
when  he  was  born  there,  sixty  yeare  ago. 
Every  year  there  was  still  this  tremendous 
hemorrhage  going  on.  To  the  extent  of 
20,000,  30,000  and  40,000  a  year  Ire 
land's  sons  and  daughters  were  leaving 
ber  shores.  No  more  touching  sight 
than  the  partings  amid  tears  and  prayers 
•of  the  Irish  emigrants  from  their  native 
«oil  could  be  witnessed.  He  asked  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
within  the  shores  of  their  own  land. 
Ijet  the  right  hon,  Qentleman  restrain 
his  own  followers  from  such  violent, 
exacgerdted,  and  malicious  language  as 
to  the  real  condition  of  Ireland.  Let 
liim  help  to  give  to  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman  promptly  such  legislation  as 
-would  satisfy  the  proper  demands  and  the 
j)atriotic  aspirations  of  the  masses  of  the 
people. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  Foa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Chbrby,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
•change)  said  he  would  endeavour  as 
shortly  as  possible  to  deal  with  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  South 
Dublin.  He  had  no  complaint  to  make 
>of  the  tone  of  the  right  hoii.  Gentleman's 
.speech ;  he  thought  indeed  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  he  had  cause  to  be 
well  satinfied  with  the  way  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to 
them  personally.  He  had  made  no 
jattempt,  like  some  of  his  followers  and 
imany  newspaper  writers,  to  insinuate  and 
; suggest  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had  not 
ibeen  actuated  with  the  desire  to  suppress 
•crime  and  disorder  as  much  as  he  possibly 
could.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  he 
thought  would  admit  that,  whether  right 
or  wrong  in  its  methods,  the  Irish  Ad- 
ministration desired  quiet  and  order  in 
Jreland. 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG:  Certainly. 

Mb.  CHERRY  said  that  being  so,  it  was 
"Only  a  question  of  methods.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  severely  criticised 
them,  first,  because  they  had  not  put  the 
Crimes  Act  in  force,  and  secondly,  oecause 
they  had  not  prosecuted  the  leaders,  but 
had  attempted  to  prosecute  the  followers. 
He  thought  he  would  be  able  to  convince 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  two 
charges  resolved  themselves  into  one. 
As  regards  the  Crimes  Act,  he  did  not 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 


know  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in 
agreement  with  the  nobleman  who  was 
Lord-Lieutenant  when  he  was  in  office, 
but  they  remembered  the  eloquent  speech 
made  by  Lord   Dudley    early    in    the 
session,   in  another  place,  when  he  ex- 
pressed himself  as  opposed  to  the  use  of 
any  portion  of    the    Crimes    Act.      In 
the    House    of    Commons    the     senior 
Member  for  Dublin  University,    when 
asked  if  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Crimes 
Act  should  be  put  in  force,  declined  to 
answer  the  question.     He  cited  these  two 
leading  statesmen    for    the  purpose   of 
showing  the  House  that  those  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  administration 
of    Ireland,    on  either  side  of    politics, 
recognised  how  serious  a  step  it  was  to 
put  the  Crimes  Aet  in  force,  and  how 
desirous  everyone  was  to  avoid  making 
use  of  it.     It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
objections  to  making  use  of  the  part  of 
the  Act  which  did  not  require  the  pro- 
clamation by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  were 
as    great    as    to  the  rest  of  the    Act 
Section    2  enabled    a    person    charged 
with    unlawful    assembly    to    be    tried 
before  a  special  Court  composed  of  two 
resident      magistrates.       That     special 
Court  was  composed  by  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant,   acting    on    the    advice   of   the 
Attorney-General,     who     selected     two 
resident  magistrates,  not  judicial  persons, 
it  must  be  remembered,   but   ordinary 
Civil  servants  liable  to  dismissal.     Then 
the  Attorney  General  sent  some  repre 
sentative  to  appear  before  these  gentle- 
men.    He  made  no  charge  against  the 
resident    magistrates,   and    he  assumed 
that  the    Attorney-General   would    not 
prosecute  unless  he  was  satisfied  there 
was  a  strong  case  for  conviction,  but  let  the 
House  look  at  the  effect  on  the  public 
The  public  saw  a  tribunal  appointed  by 
what  was  called  the  Castle,  and  a  prose 
cutor  coming  down  from  die  Castle,  and 
they  said   the   accused   had  no  chance. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  if  they  put  this 
clause  in  the  Crimes  Act  into  force  in 
Ireland,  farewell  to    the    idea    of   per- 
suading people  that  the  administration  of 
the  law  was  fair  and  just     They  could 
not  do  it,  <md  it  was  for  this  reason  that 
they  had  sought  to  avoid,  and  would  still 
seek  to  avoid,  putting  this  particular  law 
into  force.     The  right  hon.  G^ntlenuu) 
had  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  followers 
were  prosecuted  and    that  the  leaden 
were  allowed  to  go  scot  free.    In  sayinc 
that  he  had  repeated  «  charge  which  had 
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been  made  again  and  again  during  the 
past    year.      That    charge    was    made 
against    them     because    one    particular  i 
individual  was  not  prosecuted,  namely,  | 
the   Member    for    North    West  Meath. 
They  all  knew  that  during  last  autumn 
and  winter  the  hon.  Member  carried  on 
a  campaign  in  favour  of  cattle-driving. 
There    were    clamorous    cries     in    the 
Press  and  from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  prosecute  him,  and  the  Government  i 
were    charged    with  cowardice    for  not ! 
-doing  so,  and  were  accused  of  sympathising  ! 
with  his  word^  and  acts.     What  was  the  ' 
reason  for  the  course  they  took  ?    They 
believed,  and  still  believed,  that  by  pro- 
secuting   that    gentleman     they     would 
have  increased  his  influence  instead  of 
-diminishing  it. .  He  did  not  think  that  at 
the  present  da^  he  was  capable  of  carrying 
out  a  cattle-dnve  of  the  smallest  possible 
<limensions.    [An  Hon.  Member  :  Thanks 
to  Judge  Eoss.]     He  said  it  was  thanks 
to  the  action  of  the  Government,  which 
persisted  in    ignoring    him    instead    of 
making  a  martyr  of  him.     If  they   had 
prosecuted  him  they  would  have  done  so 
^ux^ording  to  the  ordinary  law,  and  what 
possible  chance  would  there  have  been  in 
the  temper  Ireland  was  in  last  autumn 
and  winter  of  securing  a  conviction  under 
the  ordinary  law.    They  must  clear  their 
minds  of  cant.    He  did  not  want  to  deny 
obvious  facts,  and  everyone  knew  that  a 
prosecution  before  a  juiy  at  that  time 
would  have  been  absolutely  futile.     Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  that 
they  ought  to  have  brought  such  a  pro- 
secution 1    It  was  for  that  reason  that  he 
«aid  that  the  two  points  came  into  one. 
If  they  had  wanted  to  prosecute  the  hon. 
Member  in  any  other  way  f<Mr  trying  to 
encourage  a  campaign  of  cattleniriving 
they  would  have  been  compelled  to  put 
the  Crimes  Act  in  force.     Did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think  the  occasion  re- 
quired an  interference  with  the  ordinary 
law  which  would  destroy  any  possible 
chance    of     gettii^g    the    mass    of    the 
people   or  the  country  to  believe  that 
the  law  was  fairly  administered  ?    They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  amount 
of  intimidation  in  Ireland.     There  was  a 
great    deal   of    intimidation   in    certain 
counties,  but  there  was  this  feature  which 
they     must    recognise    as     certainly    a 
very     favourable     one,     namely,     that 
this     intimidation     was      not     accom- 
panied   or.  followed    by  serious  crime. 
There  were  many  cases  of  shooting  in 


the  air,  or  booing  on  the  road  opposite  a 
man's  house,  and  a  great  deal  of  unpopu- 
larity was  occasioned  to  people  who  took 
grazing  land,  but  they  had  had  no  case 
of  agrarian  murder,  and  they  had  had 
practically  no  serious  crime.  There  was 
only  one  serious  case  in  Galway.  There 
had  been  no  period  in  the  last  forty 
years  when  there  had  been  less  serious 
crime.  Intimidation  was  a  serious  thing, 
and  the  Government  would  take  every 
possible  means  of  putting  an  end  to  it. 
They  viewed  it  with  horror.  They 
wanted  the  House  to  distinguish  between 
disorder  and  crime.  There  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  disorder,  but  very  little 
crime.  Disorder  was  steadily  decreasing. 
Reports  from  Galway  and  Boscommon 
were  most  favourable,  and  the  police  in 
both  these  counties  believed  that  the 
worst  was  past.  They  had  every  hope 
that  before  another  year  was  out  disorder 
would  have  disappeared. 


*Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  said  that 
his  bon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  had 
drawn  a  comparison  between  the 
relative  proportion  of  crime  in  Ireland 
and  in  this  country.  He  was  not 
inclined  to  sit  silent  when  anyone  con- 
tended that  the  Irish  population  was 
less  disposed  to  crime  than  the  English 
population.  When  such  an  imputation 
was  made  it  became  necessary  to  place 
on  record  the  fact  that  twenty  years  ago 
the  Report  of  the  Prisons  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales  showed  that  in 
the  prisons  of  England  and  Wales  the 
prisoners  of  Irish  birth  were  10  per  cent, 
of  the  prison  population,  while  persons 
of  Irish  birth  in  the  ordinary  popxdation 
of  England  and  Wales  were  only  2  per 
cent.  He  woidd  be  the  very  last  person 
to  make  use  of  that  significant  fact  as 
a  basis  for  wounding  criticism  of  the 
Irish  race ;  for  it  must  be  patent  to 
everyone  that  that  test  had  to  be  9on- 
sidered  along  with  the  not  less  important 
tact  that  tne  Irish  population  ^sehich 
contributed  to  the  crime  of  England  and 
Wales  lived  under  squalid  circumstances 
in  industrial  centres  through  no  fault  of 
their  own.  Not  only  were  the  scenes 
under  which  they  lived  not  those  of  their 
own  beloved  coxmtry,  but  the  conditions 
under  which  they  lived  were  more  squalid 
and  remote  than  those  in  which  they 
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would  be  living  in  their  own  land.  He 
hoped  that  if  comparisons  were  to  be 
made  again  the  very  significant  figures 
to  which  he  had  drawn  attention  would 
be  borne  in  mind  in  order  that  these 
comparisons  might  not  be  made  use  of 
for  the  purpose  of  hurling  recriminations 
backwards  and  forwards  across  the  Irish 
Channel 

Sir  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  said  he  wished  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  a  question  of  importance  to  all 
interested  in  Welsh  education.  Certain 
points  of  difficulty  had  recently  arisen 
connected  with  the  relations  of  the  Central 
Welsh  Board  to  the  Webh  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  On  Tuesday 
last,  a  deputation  representing  the  Central 
Welsh  Board  waited  upon  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  representations  to  be  made 
with  regard  to  the  points  at  issue.  His 
right  hon.  friend  in  the  course  of  his 
reply  indicated  his  desire  to  meet,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  views  submitted  to  him. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  there  was 
a  certain  amount  of  misunderstanding 
and  misapprehension  as  to  the  purport 
of  the  reply  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
and  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
question  and  the  desirability  of  removing 
those  misconceptions,  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  taking  this  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  the  facts,  in  order  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  might  be  able  to 
dissipate,  as  he  would  be  able  to  do, 
the  doubts  and  fears  that  had  arisen. 
The  conditions  under  which  the  Central 
Welsh  Board  worked,  and  its  relations 
to  the  Board  of  Education,  were  questions 
which  in  the  sphere  of  Welsh  education 
went  beyond  mere  departmental  routine: 
The  Central  Board  was  regarded  in 
Wales  as  the  foundation  of  a  large  measure 
of  educational  autonomy.  For  many 
years  it  had  been  devotedly  served  by 
men  who  had  unstintedly  given  their 
time,  ^  energy,  and  thought  to  the  cause 
of  education.  Everybody  in  the  House 
would  agree  that  it  was  most  important 
that  nothing  should  be  done  to  damp 
the  ardour  of  those  men  who  had  played 
their  part  in  a  notable  experiment  with 
reference  to  education  in  Wales.  Whilst 
admitting,  therefore,  to  the  full  the 
necessity  for  the  exercise  of  such  super- 
vision by   the  Board  of   Education  as 

Mr,  Stuart  JVortley. 


was  rendered  imperative  by  the  paymoit 
of  Parliamentary  grants,  all  would  recog- 
nise the  importance  of  doing  everything 
possible  to  secure  cordial  eo-operatioii 
between  the  Central  Welsh  Board 
and  the  Board  of  Education.  There 
was  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  Central  Board, 
and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  his  reply  to  the  deputation  had,  in 
the  most  generous  terms,  paid  his  tribute 
to  the  character  of  that  work  and  its 
value  to  the  cause  of  education, 
and  the  place  of  that  body  in  Welsh 
life.  There  was  only  one  opinion 
on  that  point,  and  he  wished  to  express 
his  appreciation  of  the  admirable  < 
way  in  which  the  officials  in  London— 
the  Secretary  of  the  Welsh  Education 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Education 
and  the  Chief  Inspector — ^had  endea- 
voured to  serve  the  educational  interesU 
and  to  promote  the  educational  ideals 
of  Wales.  He  would  like  to  refer  to 
one  or  two  main  points  on  which  repre- 
sentations were  made  to  the  Presiderl 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  connection 
with  the  difficulties  which  bad  arisen 
with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  their 
functions  in  relation  to  educational 
progress  in  Wales.  The  first  point, 
he  might  mention,  was  the  statutorv 
powers  of  the  Central  Board.  There 
had  been,  he  believed,  some  idea  in 
certain  quarters  that  the  Grovemment 
were  in  some  way  desirous  of  interfering 
with  the  Central  Board's  statutory 
powers,  but  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
made  it  absolutely  clear  that  so  far 
from  interfering  with  these  statutory 
powers,  he  was  personally  anxious  for 
a  further  extension  of  autonomous 
powers  with  regard  to  education  in 
Wales.  He  might  remind  the  Hou» 
with  reference  to  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  to  this  question,  that  it 
was  this  Government  which  proposed 
in  the  Bill  of  1906  a  scheme  of  complete 
educational  autonomy  for  Wales,  and 
to  give  it  a  national  coimcfl  of  education, 
which  provision  was  afterwards  thrown 
out  in  another  place.  That  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  dissipate  any  doubt 
as  to  the  real  determination  and  desire 
of  the  Government.  That  was  his  first 
point ;  and  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  further  contention  upon  it  after 
this  debate.    His   second  point  related 
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to  the  system  of  dual  inspection 
Qwing  to  the  existing  conditions  with 
regard  to  [the  administration  of  the 
Parliamentary  grant.  No  one  denied 
the  inevitable  inconveniences  of  such 
a  system.  The  late  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  made  it  perfectly 
clear  a  year  ago  that  he  fully  recognised 
the  inconveniences  of  the  dual  system, 
and  the  same  view  was  held  and  had 
been  expressed  by  the  present  President. 
However,  they  were  face  to  face  with  the 
fact  that  while  the  conditions  regulating 
the  payment  of  the  grants  continued,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  must 
exercise  such  supervision  in  inspection 
as  would  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  obliga- 
tions to  Parliament.  There  had  been  a 
growing  fear  that  the  inspection  of  the 
Board  of  Education  would,  as  time  went 
on,  become  more  exacting,  and  that  the 
evils  of  the  dual  system  would  be  ac- 
centuated. That  point  was  pressed  by 
the  deputation,  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  made  a  statement, 
the  meaning  and  value  of  which  he  did  not 
think  was  fully  understood.  The  right 
hon.  Crentleman  expressed  his  desire  to 
reduce  to  a  minimum  the  inconveniences 
of  the  dual  system,  subject  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  Parliamentary  conditions.  He 
firmly  believed  that  there  was  much  in 
that  statement,  and  he  hoped  that  in  his 
reply  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  would  be 
able  to  give  a  somewhat  fuller  expression 
of  his  meaning  and  .of  the  views  he  had 
put  before  the  deputation,  in  order  that 
all  doubts  on  the  point  might  disappear. 
Another  point  which  the  deputation 
emphasised  was  the  desire  of  the  Central 
Board  to  have,  if  possible,  some  recogni- 
tion in  the  Welsh  Code  for  secondary 
schools  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  of 
the  position  of  the  Central  Board  in  re- 
gard to  intermediate  education.  Great 
weight  was  attached  to  this  point,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  would  give  just 
consideration  to  it,  and  see  if  some- 
thing could  not  be  done  in  the  matter. 
Another  point  had  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  new  arrangements  with  reference 
to  the  methods  of  correspondence.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  requirements  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  all  correspon- 
dence had  to  be  conducted  directly 
between  the  Welsh  Education  Depart- 
ment   and    the    schools    concerned.    A 
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great  deal  of  feeling  had  been  aroused 
with  reference  to  the  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  from  this  procedure.  He 
ought  to  make  it  clear  that  he  did  not 
think  any  Welsh  Member  desired  for  a 
moment  to  press  for  the  retention  of  any 
system  which  was  educationally  un- 
sound, but  they  held  the  view  very 
strongly  that  all  matters  connected  with 
curriculum,  forms,  time-tables,  etc., 
should  be  handled  by  the  Central  Welsh 
Board ;  and  that  all  communications 
on  such  matters  should  be  made,  as 
heretofore,  through  that  Board.  The 
right  hon.  Crentleman  had  undertaken 
to  give  this  matter  his  consideration. 
In  conclusion,  he  had  only  to  add 
that  from  the  outset  of  those  pro- 
ceedings he  had  never  had  the  slightest 
doubt  as  to  the  attitude  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  towards  the  Central  Welsh  Board, 
and  he  felt  assured  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  determined  to  do  nothing 
which  would  in  any  way  weaken  its 
influence  or  authority.  But,  in  view  of 
the  misconceptions  which  had  arisen, 
and  having  regard  to  the  importance  of 
the  question,  and  of  every  question 
relating  to  education  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Wales,  he  would  press  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  make  a  statement 
which  would  give  to  Wales  and  to 
those  interested  in  Welsh  educational 
autonomy,  an  added  assurance  as  to  the 
mind  and  intention  of  the  Government 
on  this  admittedly  important  subject. 

m 

The  president  op  the  BOARD  op 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury)  said  the  assurances  which  he  had 
given  to  hon.  Members  representing 
Welsh  constituencies  were  real  assurances. 
No  one  in  the  United  Kingdom  who  had 
been  interested  in  secondary  education 
for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  could 
overlook  the  fact  that  the  Central  Welsh 
Board  gave  an  impetus  to  secondary 
education  in  Wales  long  before  the  move- 
ment spread  as  it  had  done.  He  was  not 
sure  that  the  secondary  school  system 
of  Wales  had  not  been  supported  with 
even  more  enthusiasm  in  Wales  than 
in  Scotland,  and  no  one  who  knew 
anything  of  intermediate  education  in 
Wales  was  likely  to  do  anything  to  hamper 
the  machinery  that  had  don<^  so  much 
good.  The  history  of  secondary  educa- 
tion in  Wales  was  bound  up  not  only  with 
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the  Central  Welsh  Board,  but  with  other 
institutions.     The    only    funds    in    the 
old  days  at  the  disposal  of  those  who 
conducted  secondary  education  in  Wales 
were  the   funds  provided   by  way  of  a 
Treasury     grant.       Since     those     dajrs 
Parliament  had  become  more  generous, 
and    already   the    Parliamentary    grant 
had  become  nearly  three  times  that  of 
the  old  Treasury  grant.     The  Chancellor 
of   the   Exchequer  had   control   of   the 
national  finance,  and  he  hoped  his  right 
hon.    friend    would    take    note    of    the 
oninous  fact,  that  whereas  the  Treasury 
grant  had  remained  stationary  all  these 
years,  the  Parliamentary  grant  had  gone 
up,  and  only  this  year  they  had  increased 
the  grant  to  Wales,  so  that  all  the  Welsh 
schools  were  dealt  with  on  identically 
the  seme  basis  as  the  English  schools. 
Discrepancies  had  arisen  last  year  which 
led  to  the  unfortunate  distribution  of  less 
among  the  Welsh  schools  than  among 
the  English  schools.    The  whole  of  the 
grants,  however,  were  now  paid  on  the 
higher  basis  of  £5  per  child.     The  diffi- 
culty   about    the    Parliamentary    grant 
lay  in  the  fact  that  the  Minister  who  dis- 
tributed it  must  be   prepared  to   give 
an  account  to  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the    way    in    which   it    was    spent, 
the  standard  at  which  the  schools  had 
been    maintained,    and    how    far    the 
secondary  school  system  had  not  been 
confused      with      the      lower      system. 
He  had  no  tendency  towards  extrava- 
gance,   and   there    would   be    no    such 
tendency  while  he  was  at  the  Board  of 
Education.    He    had    no    intention    of 
sanctioning   any   method   which   wou'd 
in  any  way  restrict  the  funds  available 
in    Wales   or  in   England.     A    Minister 
could  only  be  answerable  for  what  took 
place  in  the  distribution  of  money  under 
his   control     provided   that   those   who 
represented  him  in  the  prov  nces  and 
elsewhere  were  his  immediate  servants. 
He  admitted  that  the  whole  system  of 
dual  inspection  was  to   be  deprecated, 
and  that  in  so  far  as  the  Department 
could  get  rid  of  it,  every  effort  wou  d  be 
made  in  that  direction.     He  reminded 
the  House  that  one  effect  of  the  change 
initiated  by  his  predecessor  and  carried 
out  by  Mr.  Owen  Edwards  resulted  in 
diminishing  dual  inspection  to  an  enor- 
mous extent  in  Wales.     In  Glamorgan, 
Cardigan,  Carnarvon,  and  in  the  town  of 
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Cardiff,  whic'i  represented  about  half 
the  total  population  of  Wales,  there 
was  under  this  arrangement  no  dual 
inspection  whatever.  That  was  the  first 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  recognised  that  under 
their  administration  efforts  had  been 
made  to  get  rid  of  this  troublesome 
duplication.  Next  year  there  would  be 
a  further  diminution  of  the  inspections, 
and  those  inspections  would  beTestricted 
to  the  bursars  who  were  being  taught 
in  the  secondary  schools.  He  thought 
it  quite  conceivable  that  they  might  be 
able  to  extend  elimination  as  the  years 
went  on,  but  he  could  not  promise  that 
they  would  be  able  to  wipe  out  all  the 
Board's  inspectors  in  Wales.  They  in- 
tended, however,  to  make  as  much  u£e 
as  possible  of  the  Central  Welsh  Board, 
rather  than  cover  the  ground  twice  over, 
although  that  might  be  necessary  in  some 
cases,  and  that  nobody  could  object  to. 
Mr.  Owen  Edwards  not  only  understood 
what  high  educational  ideals  were,  but 
he  was  a  typical  Welshman.  His  one 
desire  was  to  raise  the  standard  of  the 
schools.  The  other  points  raised  were 
not  of  such  great  importance.  The 
question  of  the  correspondence  was  a 
very  trite  matter,  so  far  as  the  Central 
Welsh  Board  was  concerned,  and  the  only 
letters  that  could  be  cut  out  of  the 
ordinary  routine  of  headmasters  were 
such  letters  as  related  to  open-air  work, 
epidemics,  etc.  Those  letters  could  be 
better  dealt  with  if  they  passed  direct 
to  the  Board  of  Education  rather  than 
through  the  Welsh  Central  Board,  and 
then  on  to  the  Department  to  be 
answered.  The  next  point  raised  had 
reference  to  curriculum  and  time 
analysis  forms,  etc.  The  Govern- 
ment were  of  opinion  at  the  time 
that  these  forms  could  pass  to  and 
from  the  Board  and  the  school*.  It  did 
not  really  much  matter  one  way  or 
the  other.  If  they  passed  through  the 
Welsh  Central  Board  it  only  meant  that 
they  would  be  reprinted  and  that  would 
cause  delay.  He  saw  no  reason  in  the 
world  why  the  system  which  worked 
fairly  well  last  year  should  not  be  con- 
tinued. To  that  end  he  had  given  in- 
structions that  the  next  forms  which 
were  moved  should  be  on  the  old  basis. 
and  not  on  the  system  adopted 
during    the    current   session.    The    last 
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point  wldch  had  been  raised  was  the 
insertion  in  the  code  of  direct  recognition 
of  the  Central  Welsh  Board.  This  was 
a  matter  which  he  could  not  go  into 
until  after  consultaticm  with  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  fmancial  relations 
of  the  House.  He  could  not  accept  right 
ofi  the  suggestion  which  had  been  made 
-because  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  it  with  his  colleagues,  and 
he  hoped,  therefore,  he  wou'd  be  excused 
from  giving  an  answer  on  that  point  at 
the  moment.  He  hoped  that  the  Welsh 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Educition 
and  the  Central  Welsh  Board  would  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  friction  which  must 
necessarily  be  associated  with  the  educa- 
tional system.  His  sole  desire  was  to  see 
that  the  scholars  should  have  the  benefit 
of  the  best  system  of  education  that  they 
could  organise  and  that  local  interest 
should  be  encouraged,  because  on  the 
enthusiasm  which  was  created  depended 
the  prosperity  of  the  Welsh  schools. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  the  Half- 
timers'  Committee  which  was  set  up  last 
week,  complaint  being  made  that  there 
was  upon  it  nobody  strictly  representing 
the  agricultural  interest.  He  did  not 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the 
half-timers'  question  did,  of  course, 
touch  the  agricultural  districts  as  well 
as  the  n  anufacturing  districts,  and  in  so 
far  as  the  reference  to  the  Committee  was 
concerned,  if  it  did  not  touch  agriculture, 
he  would  like  to  know  what  it  did  touch. 
He  presumed  that  everything  which  could 
be  discussed  with  regard  to  half-timers 
both  in  the  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing districts  would  come  within  the 
purview  of  the  Committee.  That  was 
his  view,  and  he  was  sure  that  it  would 
be  carried  out  by  his  hon.  friend. 

*Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  said  that  what  he 
had  stated  was  that  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  prevented  evidence  being 
taken  except  in  one  direction. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  said  he  did  not  agree 
that  it  would  prevent  evidence  being 
taken  except  in  one  direction.  The  whole 
question  could  be  and  would  be  thorough- 
ly inquired  into  by  his  hon.  friend  and 
those  associated  with  him.  He  did  not 
believe  in  packing  a  Committee  with 
partisans  all  on  one  side  or  the  other. 


He  believed  in  getting  a  good  and  im- 
partial judgment,  and  that  was  what  he 
had  aimed  at.  In  regard  to  any  difference 
of  view  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Member  it 
was  a  difference  not  as  to  method,  but 
as  to  the  policy  which  lay  behind — a 
policy  to  which  the  Qovemment  strongly 
adhered,  namely,  that  they  would  not 
allow  any  district  to  be  monopolised  by 
denominational  schools.  That  had  been 
their  object,  and  they  intended  as  far  as 
they  could,  if  they  could  not  do  it  by 
legislation  to  do  it  by  grants  of  money 
both  to  England  and  Wales.  The  hon. 
Grentleman  asked  why  so  much  more 
money  had  been  spent  in  grants  in  Wales 
than  in  England.  So  much  more  money 
had  been  spent  in  Wales '  because  the 
case  in  Wales  was  so  much  worse  than  in 
England. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  said  he  had  not 
complained  in  the  least  as  to  that  point. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  said  he  was  very 
glad  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  com- 
plain, for  certainly  they  had  relieved 
the  tension  in  a  good  many  Welsh 
schools  by  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  opening  them  to  the  children  of 
all  denominations.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  also  called  attention  to  three 
schools  at  Pontf  adog,  but  there,  again,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  complained  that  they  had 
granted  money  which  was  to  cover  the 
whole  cost  of  the  schools.  He  joined 
issue  with  the  hon.  Member  in  regard  to 
that  complaint.  No  money  was  pro- 
vided towards  the  cost  of  the  site,  aiid 
if  they  only  granted  money  sufficient 
to  provide  for  the  cost  of  the  building 
they  were  not  covering  the  whole  cost 
of  the  school,  which  must  include  both 
structure  and  site.  They  had  paid 
nothing  whatever  towards  sites,  and  he 
would  be  the  last  to  allow  Imperial 
money  to  be  spent  for  a  purpose  of  that 
kind.  The  hon.  Member  complained  that 
they  had  not  taken  advantage  of  Sec- 
tion 18  of  the  Act  of  1902,  and  had  thrown 
the  burden  on  the  parish.  He  would 
point  out  that  the  beginning  of  the 
section  provided  that  a  part  of  the 
burden  was  to  be  put  on  the  parish 
concerned,  but  that  referred  not  to  the 
grant  which  they  asked  from  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  through  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, but  to  the  expenses  of  the  county 
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council,  who  would  have  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  Section  18.  He  pre- 
sumed, therefore,  that  the  cost  of  the 
site  would  be  one  of  the  items  which 
would  have  to  be  allocated  according  to 
Section  18  of  the  Act  of  1902.  He 
believed  he  had  replied  to  the  whole  of 
the  points  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  if  he  had  not,  perhaps  he  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  next 
session. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) 
said  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  mbtaken  altogether 
the  point  of  the  criticism  of  the  admini- 
stration of  his  Department.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Oswestry  had 
not  made  any  attack  on  the  policy  of 
providing  an  undenominational  school 
in  a  single  school  area  where  there  wai 
a  demand  for  undenominational  teach- 
ing. It  would  be  utterly  opposed  to 
the  general  run  of  his  opinions,  and  to 
the  general  run  of  the  opinions  of  those 
who  sat  in  that  quarter  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  pleased 
to  appear  surprised  at  that  statement. 
It  was  perfectly  well  known,  as  he  had 
endeavoured  to  convey  for  the  last 
three  years,  that  their  object  was  not 
to  maintain  a  monopoly  of  any  par- 
ticxdar  kind  of  religious  thought,  but 
to  provide  equal  treatment  for  all. 
That  had  always  been  their  object 
since  he  had  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  that  House.  He  had  said  so  over 
and  over  again,  and  several  of  his  hon. 
friends  had  said  the  same.  Their  objec- 
tion had  not  been  in  the  least  to  these 
grants,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
turned  to  the  pages  of  Hanmrd  he 
would  not  find  the  slightest  criticism 
of  the  policy  of  providing  grants  for 
the  purpose  of  building  schools  where 
the  religious  feelings  of  the  neighbour- 
hood required  an  alternative  school  to 
be  erected.  But  they  said,  and  said 
as  strongly  as  they  coidd,  that  the 
method  adopted  by  the  Government 
in  this  Bill  and  in  previous  Appropria- 
tion Bills  was  a  very  unfortunate  method 
to  adopt,  and  it  was  one  of  the  reasons 
why  he  was  going,  in  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point. 
Another  reason  was  that  the  result  of 
it  had  been  that  all  sorts  of  irr^ularities 
had  cropped  up  in  the  administration 
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of  the  grant.  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man had  wholly  failed  to  meet  the  case 
under  Section  18  of  the  Act  of  1902. 
That  section  gave  a  specific  direction 
to  the  county  council  to  charge  to  the 
locality  such  portion  as  they  thought 
fit,  not  being  less  than  one  half,  of  any 
expenses  incurred  by  them. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :     Incurred  by  the- 
county  council  ? 

Lord  R.  CECIL :     Incurred  by  the 
county    council    in    respect    of    capital 
expenditure.     That    was    an    absolute 
mandatory    direction.     The    grant    did 
not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  duty 
of  the  county  council  to  provide  schools 
under  the  Act  of  1902.      It  could  not 
interfere  with  that ;      it  was  the  sole 
business  of  the  county  coimcil,  the  local 
education  authority  ;    it  alone  had  to 
provide    schools.      The  Board  of    Edu- 
cation   could    not    build    the    schools ; 
they  had  not  the  power  to  do   so.     All 
they  did  was  to  say  :     "  If  you  build 
the  schools  we  will  give  you  a  grant 
towards   the   building.    We   cannot   do- 
anything  else."    Therefore,  it  was  still 
the  expenditure  of  the  county  council — 
an  expenditure  which  was  met  to  some 
extent,  not  altogether,  by  the   grant  to 
the  county  council.    All  that  the  Govern- 
ment  could  do   was   to  pay   the   local 
education    authority   a  grant  in  aid  of 
their  expenses,   and  a   portion   of  the 
expense    was    thrown    by    the    county 
council   on   the   locality.    And   it   was 
very  evident  why  it  should  be  so.    It 
was  right  that  the  locality  which  h&i 
the  benefit  of  these  schools  shotdd  be 
a  very  considerable  contributor  towards 
their  erection.    That  was  the  policy  of 
the   Act   of    1902.    Very   grave   incon- 
venience arose  from  the  course  which 
the    Government    had    adopted   in  this 
light-hearted  way  at  the  beginning  of 
last  session,  apparently  not  in  the  least 
knowing  of  the  section  of  the  Act  of 
1870  which  was  in  their  way,  and  only 
realising  it  in  the   course   of    a    debate 
after  eleven  o'clock  one  evening.    That 
was  exactly  what  happened  last  year. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  Does  the  noble 
Lord  suggest  that  money  provided  by  us 
isjan  expense  of  the  county  council  ? 


Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1833  Consolidated  Fund         {30  July  1908}        (Approp-iaiion)  BUI.        1834 


Lord  R.  CECIL  :  The  school  is  an  ex- 
pense, and  the  money  provided  by  you 
is  a  grant  towards  that  expense.  That  is 
all  it  can  te. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  Does  the  noble 
Lord  contend  that  the  balance  which  is 
not  provided  by  us  is  to  be  borne  partly 
by  the  parish  and  partly  by  the  county 
•council?  If  that  is  so,  that  is  what 
actually  takes  place. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  was  contending 
that  all  the  Department  could  do  was  to 
provide  the  amoimt  which  would  be 
required  by  the  coimty  council.  The 
<5oimty  council  were  bound  by  statute 
to  throw  at  least  half  the  cost  of  the 
school  on  the  locality.  They  might  pay 
half  the  whole  amount  out  of  the  Treasury 
but  that  was  all  they  could  do.  He  did 
not  say  that  it  was  a  reasonable  result, 
far  from  it ;  it  was  a  highly  unreasonable 
result,  but  it  was  the  result  which  the 
Oovemment  had  chosen.  If  they  had 
passed  a  short  Act  legalising  the  matter, 
they  could  have  put  in  proper  conditions 
to  meet  the  difficulty,  and  they  would  not 
have  been  put  in  the  position  of  being 
forced  to  commit  rather  more  than  an 
irregularity,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  rid  of  difficulties  which  they 
themselves  had  created.  It  appeared 
to  him  a  very  unfortimate  precedent, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  a  Government 
which  set  up  to  be  a  Government  of 
financial  purity,  to  set  to  the  House  and 
the  country. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon)  said  they  were  all  glad  to 
hear  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Minister  for  Education,  for  both 
in  tone  and  substance  it  would  allay 
some  suspicion  that  had  arisen  in 
Wales  as  to  unfriendliness  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  emphasised  two  or 
three  things  which  appeared  in  one  of 
the  latest  Reports  of  his  Board,  which 
stated  that  although  it  was  true  the 
secondary  schools  of  Wales  had  in  recent 
years  been  receiving  grants  from  the 
Board  of  Education  and  had,  in  conse- 
quence, come  within  the  regular  inspection 
of  the  Board's  staff,  yet 

"  The  onifvin^  and  standardisiDg  effects  of 
the  Central  Welsh  Board  still  continue  and 
are  of  determiDative  importance." 


He  thought  it  would  be  a  very  easy 
matter  to  transfer  some  of  that  same 
kind  of  recognition  into  the  Code.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  remarked  upon  the 
great  interest  shown  in  matters  relating 
to  education  in  Wales,  and  here  were  the 
words,  not  of  a  Welsh  education  st, 
but  the  Report  of  his  own  Depart- 
ment— 

"  The  needs  and  desires  of  the  people  most 
closely  concerned  have  found  expression  and 
exerted  influence  on  the  schools,  oy  means  of 
the  Central  Welsh  Board,  from  the  outset  and 
continuously,  in  a  manner  that  has  not 
obtained  in  any  county  in  England." 

They  could  not  comp  re  anything  in 
England  or  Scotland,  in  connection  with 
this  question,  with  the  desire  which 
existed  in  Wales  for  secondary  education. 
So  the  only  thing  now  was  to  realise  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  said  he  was  not  going  to  curtail  any 
of  the  powers  of  the  Welsh  Central  Board 
at  all,  and  that  nothing  should  be  done 
which  was  not  of  a  nature  fully  consonant 
with  the  dignity  of  the  Central  Welsh 
Board  and  the  responsibilities  of  its 
pi»sition.  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards,  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Welsh  Department, 
was  a  distinguished  Welsh  Nationalist 
who  understood!  the  Welsh  atmosphere 
and  environment,  and  he  hoped  he  would, 
under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  behest, 
come  into  intimate  touch  and  close  rela- 
tions with  the  officials  of  the  Welsh 
Central  Board,  even  in  regard  to  methods 
of  inspection  and  curricula,  so  that  the 
dual  ifispection  should  be  reduced  to  the 
.rreducible  minimum.  Inspection  did 
not  mean  close  and  detailed  examination. 
It  meant  practically  coming  more  into 
counsel  with  one  another,  and  under- 
standing each  other's  system.  It  Mas 
done  in  America  and  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  especially  in  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  where  the  State 
inspectors  periodically  met  the  super- 
intendents of  education  and  the  teachers 
in  friendly  consultation  and  conference. 
He  hoped  the  same  method  would  be 
adoptea  between  the  Welsh  Depai  tment 
of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Central 
Welsh  Boaixi.  The  Central  Welsh  Board 
in  all  matters  relating  to  secondary  edu- 
cation should  be  the  reflex  of  the  national 
mind,  until  they  were  able  to  set  up  what 
was  the  universal  desire  of  Wales — a 
National  Council  of  Education  to  cover 
elementary,  secondary,  and  technical,  and 
likewise  the  training  of  teachers,  so.  ^  to 
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secure  perfect  autonomy  over  all  these  , 
systems.  He  thanked  the  right  hon.  | 
Gentleman  for  his  speech.  It  would  be  | 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  Welsh 
people,  and  the  Welsh  Department  would  I 
be  in  close  harmony  wiih  the  adminis- , 
tration  of  the  Welsh  Central  Board.  | 

♦Mr.   MONTAGU     (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton)  regretted  that  he  was  not  yet 
satisOed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
assurances     about     the      Departmental 
Committee    on     half-timers.      He    said 
almost   with   scorn  that  he  refused   to 
pack  his  Committtee  and  to  represent  the 
various  interests  which  must  be  affected 
adversely  or  favourably  by  the  employ 
ment  of  half-timers.     That  was  all  very 
well  when  he  came  to  consider  the  schemes  j 
of    agriculture,    but    he    noticed     that 
the    woollen   manufacturers    were    very 
well  represented.     In  answer  to  a  ques- 1 
tion  put  by  him  the  rig:ht  hon.  Gentle-  - 
man    said   on    the  previous  day  that  it  | 
would  be  impossible  under  the  terms  of  I 
reference    to    consider    evidence  which  i 
would  lead  them  to  recommend  the  in-  { 
crease  of  half  time  for  children.     He  had  i 
now  informed  the  House  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  consider  this  and  all  other 
evidence  on  the  subject,  and  although  it 
was  too  late  to  urge  the  appointment  of 
some    agricultural    representatives,  this 
was    an     improvement,    for    which    he 
thanked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  very 
much  on  his  previous  attitude.     But  al- 
though the  right  hon.  Gentleman   con- 
sidered there  was  nothing  very  much  more 
important  in  this  world  than  education, 
there  was,  when  they  were  considering  the 
education  of  children  in  primary  schools 
in  rural  districts,  one  more  important  ques- 
tion still,  and  thnt  was  that  they  and  their 
brothers  and  sisters  who  did  not  go  to 
the    schools    should    be    well   fed    and 
clothed.      Among   those   who  dwelt  in 
towns   there   was  often  an  opinion  that 
children   who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
spend   their  lives  in   the  country  were 
more   fortunately    placed.     But  nothing 
was  more  remarkable  than  the  ease  with 
which    epidemics    ran    right  through   a 
village,  the  low  power  of  resistance  among 
country  children  to  disease,  and  the  pre- 
valence of  horrible,  almost  inexplicable 
ailments,  such  as  consumption  and  cancer. 
This  was  often  very  largely  due  to  lack  of 
the  good  nourishment,  which  the  parent, 
existing   on   low   wages,  was  unable  to 
\fford.    There  was  a  very  large  amount 

Mr.  William  Jones, 


of  rural  opinion  directed  to  urging  the 
Grovemment  to  permit  children  to  engage 
in  healthy  agricultural  operations,  and 
to  attend  school  either  in  the  evening  or 
at  the  seasons  of  the  year  when  they 
could  not  be  employed  in  the  open  air,  and 
it  was  contended  that  this  possible  sacrifice 
of  education  would  be  well  atoned  by  the 
improved  physique  of  the  agricultural 
labourers.  There  was  no  doubt  the  real 
remedy  for  these  evils  was  an  increase 
in  the  wage  of  agricultural  labourers,  but 
so  long  as  their  wages  were  low  they 
might  be  beginning  at  the  wrong  end  by 
insisting  upon  education  for  children 
which  was  only  obtained  at  the  cost  of 
their  food.  It  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter  if,  now  that  the  Committee  wa» 
appointed,  evidence  of  this  important 
aspect  of  the  case  should  be  refused,  and 
if  his  right  hon.  friend  would  only  give 
them  once  more  a  complete  assurance  that 
all  this  evidence  would  be  received  by 
the  Committee  he  would  be  more  or  less 
satisfied. 

*SiR  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
N.W.)  said  there  were  two  or  three 
aspects  of  the  Congo  question  which  were 
almost  entirely  overlooked  in  the  debate 
on  the  Foreign  Office  Vote.  Although 
the  Foreign  Secretory  spoke  on  the  out- 
look as  somewhat  hopeful,  he  confessed 
that  the  information  given  them  did  not 
appear  very  reassuring.  If  they  could 
elicit  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
some  further  information  on  what  he 
based  his  views  it  would  be  reassuring  to 
a  great  many  who  at  present  felt  a  great 
deal  of  uneasiness  at  the  fact  that  they 
were  about  to  separate  without  any  more 
definite  understanding  than  they  had 
received.  The  real  causes  of  uneasiness 
that  existed  were  mainly  two.  The  first 
was  that  the  debates  in  the  Belgian 
Parliament  had  really  partaken  of  a 
retrograde  rather  than  a  progressive 
character,  and  the  second  was  that  the 
cruelties  against  which  so  much  indigna- 
tion and  feeling  had  been  expressed  had 
not  yet  in  any  sense  abated.  His  right 
hon.  friend  had  spoken  of  the  desirability 
of  keeping  the  commercial  and  humani- 
tarian aspects  of  the  question  separate, 
but  there  were  strong  reasons  why  they 
should  not  be  kept  separate.  The 
government  of  the  Congo  Free  State  was 
entrusted  to  the  Belgian  King  after  his 
profession  of  an  earnest  desire  to  secure 
good    and    beneficent    government   for 
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the  inhabitants,  and  it  was  because 
his  professions  were  implicitly  trusted 
that  the  Powers  agreed  to  the  conditions 
to  which  they  did  agree.  Had  the 
humanitarian  views  upon  which  this 
agreement  was  based  been  carried  out, 
they  would  have  seen  from  the  com- 
mercial point  of  view  a  very  different 
condition  of  things  from  that  which 
existed  now.  He  had  no  doubt  that  they 
would  have  had  a  prosperous  trading 
community  in  the  Congo  Free  State  if  the 
conditions  of  settlement  had  been  faith- 
fully carried  out,  instead  of  having  now 
to  look  upon  this  so  called  Free  State  as 
a  devastated  and  almoi^t  worthless  colony 
from  the  commercial  point  of  view.  In 
this  case  the  commercial  and  humanitarian 
views  of  the  question  absolutely  depended 
one  upon  the  other,  and  were  intertwined 
in  a  way  which  did  not  often  happen  in 
these  colonial  questions.  The  cruelties 
which  had  been  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Congo  Free  State 
were  still  going  on,  and  he  wanted  to  put 
it  earnestly  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
whether  it  was  beyond  their  duty  Hud 
their  power  to  say  that,  while  these  dis- 
cussions were  going  on  in  the  Belgian 
Parliament,  and  the  slow  and  devious 
processes  of  diplomacy  were  at  work,  the 
demons  of  cruelty  and  extortion  should 
hold  their  hands.  The  statements  which 
had  been  made  inside  and  outside  the 
House  had  been  amply  verified  by  the 
Oovemment  Papers,  as  well  as  by  other 
reports  that  came  to  hand.  These  repot  ts 
were  still  coming.  They  might  be  less 
terrible  in  the  a  counts  they  gave  of 
mutilation  and  bodily  injury,  but  they 
showed  a  long  drawn-out  series  of  priva- 
tions, equal  to  anything  they  had  heard 
of  in  the  past — villages  destroyed,  people 
driven  forth  to  live  as  wild  beasts, 
because  they  could  not  bring  in  the  tale 
of  rubber,  men  compelled  to  work  many 
miles  away  from  their  homes,  because  the 
forests  round  about  had  been  devastated, 
and  women  and  children  held  as  hostages 
whilst  the  men  were  away  endeavouring 
to  accomplish  their  impossible  task. 
It  was  proved  beyond  doubt  that  the 
labour  tale  which  these  men  had  to 
yield  meant  in  some  instances  300  days 
out  of  365.  This  indictment  was  proved 
by  what  appeared  in  the  last  White- 
book  that  was  issued,  and  it  was  still 
strengthened  by  what  was  going  on  in 
this    sad    and    miserable    land.    Such 


treatmrent  was  not  only  against  the  laws 
of  all  civilised  countries,  but  what  was , 
of  more  importance  to  the  House  and 
to  his  right  hon.  friend  was  that  it  was 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  undertakings 
on  which  the  Congo  Free  State  was 
founded.  They  might  well  ask  of  what 
value  treaties  were  when  they  were 
allowed  to  be  broken  year  after  year 
as  this  treaty  had  been  broken.  If 
the  life  of  one  of  our  own  fellow  country- 
men had  been  at  stake  the  reparation 
demanded  would  have  been  followed 
up  with  vigour,  and  they  would  have 
had  redress  long  ago.  Here  was  a  case 
in  which  the  lives  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  people  had  been  destroyed,  and 
their  happiness  blackened  and  blotted 
out,  and  he  believed  tha*;  we  had  a 
certain  measure  of  responsibility,  and 
no  small  measure,  for  the  sacrifices  which 
had  been  made  to  meet  the  cupidity 
of  the  monarch  in  direct  contravention 
of  the  conditions  upon  which  he  was 
allowed  to  take  over  the  government  of 
that  country.  He  cotild  assure  his  right 
hon.  friend  that  he  would  be  supported 
in  endeavouring  to  assert  the  rights  of 
this  country  in  regard  to  treaty  obliga- 
tions into  which  we  in  common  with 
others  had  entered.  This  was  practically 
the  last  chance  they  would  have  for  some 
months  of  discussing  this  question  in 
the  House,  and  he  for  one  felt  horrified 
at  the  idea  of  separating  without  some 
assurance,  and  without  receiving  from 
the  Foreign  Secretary  some  answer 
which  would  enable  them  to  feel  that 
he  intended  to  take  a  firm  and  consistent 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  matter.  They 
had  demanded  that  unless  at  the  end 
of  this  session  annexation  was  agreed 
to  on  suitable  conditions  consistent  with 
our  treaty  we  should  proceed  under 
our  treaty  rights  to  take  action,  and  he 
hoped  that  action,  if  taken — and  he 
believed  it  would  be  taken  in  conjunction 
with  America — would  be  successful.  He 
wanted  to  point  out  to  his  hon. 
friend  that  the  promise  which  the  House 
received  so  gladly  from  him  on  26th 
February  he  had  not  yet  been  called 
upon  to  fulfil,  because  the  session  had 
not  yet  terminated.  But  what  were 
the  prospects  of  the  condition  of  things 
coming  into  existence  imder  which  he 
would  have  to  act  ?  In  the  colimms 
of  the   Morning  Post  of   Monday  last. 
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there  appeared  a  telegraphic  message  to 
this  efEect — 

"  Debate  on  Colonial  Bill  reached  dead-lock, 
and  aa  discussion  cannot  be  brought  to  a  close 
it  will  be  broken  off  on  15th  August  and  referred 
to  the  session  of  October  next  when  the  Bill 
and  the  Treaty  of  annexation  may  be  withdrawn 
by  the  Government." 

There  was  also  a  further  telegram  to 
the  following  effect — 

'*  No  annexation  Vote  this  session,  probably 
not  this  year.  Object  of  King  to  prolong 
8(atu  quo  indefinitely  believing  we  are  not  in 
earnest  in  our  promise  to  interfere  in  administra- 
tion  of  Congo  Free  State.  Probably  present 
Cabinet  fall.  Change  of  Government  again 
bring  delay  by  which  King  can  engineer  long 
delay  before  new  Government." 

All  that  was  highly  probable  under  the 
present  condition  of  things,  and  not- 
^vithstanding  the  promise  which  they 
received  with  so  much  satisfaction  on 
26th  February,  he  contended  that  some- 
thing further  must  be  done  to  meet 
this  dilatory  action  on  the  part  of  the 
King  and  the  Belgian  Parliament.  Just 
a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  Parliament  itself.  He  confessed 
that  those  of  them  who  had  seen  extracts 
or  full  reports  of  the  debates  in  the 
Belgian  Chamber  had  not  been  quite 
able  to  follow  the  assurance  of  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  when  he  said  that  a  very 
different  view  was  taken  of  the  question 
of  forced  labour  now  from  that  wluch  was 
taken  a  short  time  ago,  and  perhaps  he 
would  be  able  to  tell  them  upon  what 
that  assurance  was  based.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  views  expressed  by 
many  of  those  in  the  Belgian  Parliament, 
and  some  of  them  in  high  authority, 
went  directly  adverse  to  the  promises 
which  had  been  made.  M.  Hymans, 
the  Liberal  Prime  Minister  of  Belgium, 
said  recently — 

*'  The  whole  Chamber  is  agreed  that  the  Act 
of  Berlin  gives  to  no  Power  the  right  of  inter- 
ference in  the  Congo." 

M.  Renkin,  the  Minister  for  Justice  in 
the  present  Belgian  Government,  said — 

"  Propertv  is  a  monopoly  but  it  is  not  a 
monopoly  oi  trade.  Forced  labour  is  necessary 
or  civilisation  is  arrested." 

M.  de  Smet  de  Naeyer  said — 
**  The  native  is  entitled  to  nothing." 

And  the  President  of  the  Appeal  Court 
of  the  Congo  State  said — 

'*  The  native  only  respects  the  law  of  force 
and  knows  no  other  argument  than  terror." 

Sir  George  White, 


Those  were  samples  of  the  expressions 
which  had  been  used  in  the  Belgian 
Parliament,  and  he  failed  to  see  that 
there  was  any  change  in  the  attitude 
of  Belgium  for  the  better  in  regard 
to  this  vexed  question  of  forced  labour. 
But  the  main  point  which  he  desired 
to  urge  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  that  which  he  had  already 
mentioned,  namely,  the  probabihty 
of  further  postponement,  with  all 
the  unhappy  conditions  which  now 
existed  still  going  on.  Even  if  annexa- 
tion was  agreed  to  by  the  Belgian  Parlia- 
ment it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  th*^ 
Ministry  intended  to  act  up  to  their 
treaty  obligations.  It  was  a  very  serious 
thing  to  contemplate  that  in  the  Colonial 
Bill  they  foimd  that  the  leading  officials 
on  the  Congo  Executive  at  Brussels 
were  to  be  in  the  new  Belgian  adminis- 
tration. A  very  small  majority  at 
the  last  election  in  Belgium  had  been 
returned  in  favour  of  the  Grovernment, 
and  there  would  have  been  no  majority  at 
all  in  his  opinion  if  the  people  of  Belgium 
had  known  the  whole  history  of  this 
sad  affair.  He  had  never  brought  any 
indictment  against  the  Belgian  people. 
They  had  no  sign  whatever  that  the 
Belgian  Government  acknowledged  that 
for  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  always 
firmly  contended,  namely,  the  rights 
of  natives  in  the  land,  or  that  they  wore 
prepared  to  allow  the  natives  to  trade 
between  each  other  and  outside  traders. 
Therefore  they  insisted  on  commercial 
as  well  as  on  moral  grounds  that  this 
basic  right  must  be  conceded  before 
any  steps  towards  annexation  could 
take  place.  Forced  labour  under  those 
conditions  was  slavery  of  the  worst 
kind.  The  assurances  in  the  White- 
book  No.  3  from  the  Belgian  GoverD- 
mcDt  were  weak  and  insufficient,  and 
even  those  assurances  found  no  place 
in  the  debates  in  the  Belgian  Parlia- 
ment to  which  he  had  referred.  There- 
fore he  thought  they  ought  at  once  to 
repudiate  the  assumption  that  the  Belgian 
rights  in  the  Congo  Free  State  were  equal 
to  those  of  the  other  Powers  in  the  Congo. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  done  that 
already,  but  in  reference  to  tht;  assertions 
of  the  Prime  Minister  in  the  Belgian 
Parliament  he  felt  that  this  repudiation 
should  be  more  vigorous  in  character, 
so    that   the    Belgian    Government  and 
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the   King   might   know  that   when  we 
^asserted  this  position  we  were  determined 
i»  maintain  it.    What  rights  the  Congo 
Free  State  possessed  they  obtained  on 
specific   obligations   given   not   only  to 
this  country  but  to  other  Powers.    They 
had  defied  those  obligations  and  they 
now    asserted    that    their    rights    were 
unlimited.    He  could  give  extracts  one 
after    another    from    speeches    made  in 
the    Belgian   Parliament   asserting  that 
those    rights    were    unlimited    and    yet 
they  took  no  exception  to  the  despatch 
of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  which    re- 
minded them  that  after  annexation  the 
Congo     State     would     remain     subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the   Berlin      and 
Brussels   Acts.     They   must    not    allow 
the    Belgian    Government    to    assume 
that  the  Congo  administration  had  been 
properly    carrying    out    the    provisions 
of    the    treaty,    because,    in    point    of 
fact  this  administration  had  not   only 
•defied    the    international    Powers    who 
signed     the    treaty,    but    it    had    prac- 
tically   defied    every    provision    of    the 
treaty.     Ore  of  the  provisions  was  to 
help  the  i.atives  to  secure  free  trade  and 
a  variety  of  other  things,  and  it  would  be 
quite  gennare  to  this  debate  to  read  the 
•  obligations  which  the  King  of  Belgians 
took  upon   himself  in   connection   with 
this  matter  in  the  first  instance,  but  he 
would   not   do   so  as   time   would   not 
permit.     He    was    aware    that    in    the 
government    of    native    races    we    our- 
selves had  not  absolutely  a  clean  slate. 
We    had,    however,    always    recognised 
that  the  land  was  the  property  of  the 
people  where  there  was  a  population  to 
occupy  it,  whereas  in  this  case  all  the 
land   had   been    declared   vacant   land. 
They   had    some    vague   promises   that 
grants  might  be  made  to  the  natives 
under  certain  conditions  when  annexa- 
tion took  place.     As  they  were  all  aware, 
land   was  no   use   without  labour,  and 
labour  under  the  conditions  which  ex- 
isted in  the  Congo  must  be  slavery.     He 
lioped  they  would  agree  that  no  conditions 
in   the   form   of   annexation    would   be 
:accepted  which  did  not  first  of  aU  admit 
the  communal  rights  of  the  tribes  where 
they  existed.     They  should  also  insist 
that  aU  those  cruelties  which  were  ex- 
citing in  the  minds  of  British  people 
feelings  of  horror  should  be  put  an  end 
to.    There   was  one  remedy  which  he 


hoped  his  right  hon.  friend  would  take 
in  hand  at  once,  and  that  was  to  appoint 
more  Consuls  in  those  districts  in  the 
Congo  Free  State.  He  felt  that  the 
presence  of  an  active  British  Consul  in 
one  or  other  of  these  districts  which 
were  being  devastated  would  have  a 
very  beneficial  effect.  He  hoped  this 
condil  ion  would  be  insisted  upon,  and  that 
this  country  would  withhold  its  recognition 
of  annexation  until  such  guarantees  were 
given  as  would  ensure  the  proper  carrying 
on  of  the  government  of  the  country. 
It  was  now  four  years  or  more  since 
these  negotiations  began,  and  many 
times  in  this  Parliament  they  had  dis- 
cussed this  very  important  question. 
It  had  also  been  discussed  in  great 
assemblies  all  over  the  country,  and 
he  thought  the  time  had  come  when 
Belgium  should  be  made  to  understand 
that  no  more  dilatory  process  of  dealing 
with  this  question  would  be  allowed. 
He  hoped  that  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
say  that  the  time  had  come  for  some 
more  definite  action.  This  was  in  no 
wise  a  party  question.  It  was  a  subject 
which  had  excited  the  indignation  of  a 
great  many  of  our  fellow  citizens  through- 
out the  kingdom,  and  if  ever  there  was 
a  case  in  which  the  life-blood  of  a  people 
called  loudly  for  help  this  was  a  case, 
and  he  could  not  feel  that  they  would 
call  upon  his  right  hon.  friend  in  vain. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick)  : 
Everyone  knows  that  great  anxiety 
and  very  deep  interest  are  felt  in  this 
country  with  regard  to  the  decision 
which  the  Belgian  Parliament  will, 
I  presume,  now  take  in  a  very  short 
time.  But  I  will  ask  those  who  do  feel 
anxiety  in  regard  to  this  question  to 
remember  also  that,  however  much  the 
decision  may  be  a  matter  of  anxiety  to 
those  who  have  treaty  rights  in  regard  to 
the  existing  Congo  State,  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  very  great  anxiety  at  this 
moment  to  Belgium  herself.  The  Belgian 
Parliament  is  on  the  eve  of  taking  one  of 
the  most  anxious  and  momentous  de- 
cisions that  have  ever  been  before  a  State 
— the  question  of  whether  they  should 
take  over,  with  all  its  obligations  and  all 
the  existing  conditions  now  attached  to  it, 
this  enormous  territory  of  the  Congo.  It 
is  really  impossible  for  us  to  discuss  with 
complete  freedom,  at  a  moment  when  the 
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cannot  be  a  departmental  decision  on 
our  part;  it  must  receive  the  seriois 
consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment as  a  whole.  All  I  can  say  now  is- 
tjiat,  if  that  situation  does  arise,  it  will 
receive  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
Government  as  a  whole,  because  we  are 
not  prepared  to  revert  to  the  old  condi- 
tion of  affairs  under  which  for  years  our 
treaty  rights  have  been  violated.  I  trust 
that  such  a  situation  will  not  arise,  but 
that  the  Belgian  Parliament  will  soon 
^me  to  its  decision,  and  will  not  leave  us 
^n  any  doubt.  But  should  the  Belgian 
Parliament  come  to  a  decision  not  to 
annex,  then,  as  I  have  said  and  I  still 
hold,  the  situation  is  one  which  Hi» 
Majesty's  Government  will  have  to  con- 
sider very  carefully,  and  whatever  we  do- 
must  be  some  new  departure  from  the  old 
policy. 
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decision  of  the  Belgian  Parliament  is  in 
suspense,  the  whole  question  of  the 
Congo.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  resented  there, 
if,  while  they  are  in  the  throes 
of  a  decision,  they  were  to  be  harassed 
by  constant  declarations  from  a  foreim 
Government  on  the  subject  of  the 
Congo.  What*  I  thought  the  other 
day  was  necessary  was  that  the 
position  of  the  British  Government 
and  its  view  of  its  treaty  rights 
should  be  made  quite  clear  to  the  Belgian 
Government  and  published  before  the 
Belgian  Parliament  came  to  its  decision. 
That  has  been  done  in  the  Papers  already 
laid  and  published,  and  further  Papers 
will  be  laid  very  soon.  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  they  could  have  been  laid 
this  week,  but  it  is  only  fair  that  they 
should  be  laid  simultaneously  here  and  in 
Belgium.  I  am  now  informed  that  they 
cannot  be  published  before  the  beginning 
of  next  woek,  and  the  House  will  then 
have  risen  for  what,  after  all,  is  to  be  a 
comparatively  short  holiday.  I  would 
ask  hon.  Members  in  advance  to  bear  in 

mind  that,  although  the  Papers  cannot  be 
published    for  a  week,   yet,   when   the 

Papers  do  appear,  further  correspondence 

must  take   place,   and  before  any  final 

decision  is  come  to  which  commits  this 
country  to  any  final  view  of  the  matter, 

the  whole  question  will  be  seriously  con- 
sidered by  His   Majesty's  Grovernment. 

We  shall  also  have  to  consider  the  view 

which  the  United  States  takes  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  further  Papers  will  be  presented 

to  the  House  before  the  country  can  be 

committed  in  any  way  to  a  final  view  by 

His  Majesty's  Government  on  th's  ques- 
tion.   That  covers  one  par  t  of  the  question 

of  my  hon.  friend.     Another  point  which 

he  pressed  was — What  will  happen  sup- 
posing the   Belgian  Parliament   do   not 

come  to  any  decision  to  annex  ?    I  replied 

the  other  day  to  the  hon.  Member  for 

Gravesend,  and  I  take  the  same  view  of 

the  situation  which  would  then  arise  as  I 

did  when  I  then  spoke.     A  very  serious 

question  would  arise  for  us  to  consider. 

Supposing  Belgium  decided  not  to  annex, 

and  supposing  we  had,  for  an  indefinite 

time,  to  deal  with  the  existing  state  of 

affairs  in  the  Congo,  which  we  consider 

has  been  a  violation  of  our  treaty  rights 

and  of  the  obligations  on  which  the  Congo 

State  was  originally  founded — if  we  have 

to  revert  to  that  situation — then  a  very 

serious  question   will    have   arisen.      It 

Sir  Edtvard  Grey. 


Mr.  SWIF  r  MACNEttL  (Donegal,  S.> 
called  attention  to  the  prison  treatment 
of  the  suifragists  now  undergoing  terma 
of  imprisonment  for  offences  arising  out 
of  the  "  votes  for  women "   movement. 
Whatever  might  be  said  of  the  merits  of 
the  claim,  he  maintained  that  the  offences 
for  which  the  women  had  been  committed 
to  prison  were  political  offences.     There 
were  between  twenty  and  thirty  women 
in  prison  for  offences  connected  with  the 
movement,  and  until  quite  recently  he 
had  not  the  smallest  notion  that  there 
was  anything  rigorous  in  their  treatment. 
Political  prisoners  were  treated  as  first 
cl'tss  misdemeanants,  they  were  allowed 
to  do  their  own  work,  they  had  their 
own  food   supplied   to   them,  and   they 
were  allowed    to  see   their  friends.     In 
short,  they   were  placed    in    the  same 
position  as   Dr.  Jameson   when   he  was 
committed  to  prison  in  connection  with 
the  Transvaal  Raid.     But  he  found  that 
the    treatment    to   which    these    ladies^ 
were  subjected  was  very  much  the  re- 
verse.    They  had  behaved  like  heroines 
for,  to  do  them  justice,  they  bad  made 
no  complaint  themselves.      He  had  not 
the  slightest  idea  that  these  ladies  were 
placed  in  a  position  of  humiliation,  and 
that    they    were    subjected     to   severe 
physical    hardship?,    until     casually  be 
looked  at  a  newspaper  and  saw  a  letter 
from  an  old  friend,  Mr.  Logan,  in  which 
he    described  what    his    daughter  had 
endured  during  six  weeks  imprisonment. 
The  treatment  meted  out  to  that  brave 
girl  was   not  what   anyone    should   be 
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subjected  to  for  a  suffragist  offence. 
Mr.  Logan  stated  in  his  letter  that  his 
daughter,  who  had  just  been  released, 
was  confined  during  twenty-three  hours 
per  day  in  a  solitary  cell,  and  that  the 
hour  during  which  she  was  let  out  was 
divided  between  attendance  at  chapel 
and  a  round  of  exercise.  The  cell  was 
unwholesome,  and  it  rarely  let  in  the 
light. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  How  does  the  hon. 
Member  think  this  matter  is  relevant  to 
the  Appropriation  Bill ) 

Mr.  SWIFT  MAC  OTIILL:  The  salary 
of  the  Home  Secretary  is  in  the  Appro- 
priation Bill.  My  contention  is  that  the 
Home  Secretary  should  have  removed 
these  ladies  from  the  second  class 
division  to  the  first  class  division. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  does  not 
rest  with  the  Home  Secretary.  It  rests 
with  the  committing  magistrates.  That 
has  been  pointed  out  several  times.  It 
is  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrates. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Irrespective 
altogether  of  that  discretion,  the  Home 
Secretary  is  the  Minister  who  exercises 
the  prerogative  of  mercy,  and  he  can 
modify  these  sentences.  The  precedents 
are  strong.  There  is  the  precedent  of 
the  Jameson  case.  There  are  the  pre- 
cedents of  cases  in  which  prisoners  are 
sentenced  to  death  and  where  the  Crown 
commutes  the  sentence.  Of  course,  if 
you  think  that  I  am  in  the  slightest 
degree  out  of  order,  1  will  not  pursue  the 
subject  now,  but  I  will  raise  the  question 
in  another  way.  I  am  criticising  the 
action  of  the  Home  Secretary  in  not 
advising  the  Crown  to  place  those  ladies, 
notwithstanding  the  magistrates' decision, 
in  the  position  of  first-class  misdemean- 
ants. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  am  afraid  that  is  a 
matter  which  the  Home  Secretary  has 
not  in  his  power.  It  rests  with  the  hon. 
Member  to  show  that  he  has  the  power. 
I  have  heard  it  several  times  denied  from 
the  box. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  This  is  the 
constitutional  law  of  the  case.  The  Home 
Secretary  is  the  Minister  responsible  for 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  which  the 


Crown  h^,  aqd  which  has  never  been 
taken  from  it,  to  modify  a  sentence.  He 
is  the  person  who  has  really  the  cx)ntrol 
in  this  matter.  He  is  the  Minister  of 
justice.  These  matters — prison  regulations 
and  the  moving  of  offenders  from  one 
class  of  misdemeanants  to  another — are 
actualljr  vested  in  him,  and  would  be 
vested  in  him  no  matter  what  any  statute 
says,  unless  the  prerogative  of  mercy^ 
vested  in  the  Crown,  is  abrogated  by- 
statute,  and,  not  only  abrogated  by 
statute,  but  abrogated  by  the  previous 
consent  of  the  Crown. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  These  ladies  were 
imprisoned  by  their  own  choice. 

And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of 
the  clock,  and  there  being  Private  Busi- 
ness  set  down  for  consideration  by 
direction  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  under  Standing  Order  No.  8, 
further  Proceeding  was  postponed  with- 
out Question  put. 


LONDON  AND  DISTRICT  ELECTRICITY- 
SUPPLY  BILL  [Lords]  (By  Order). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,, 
"That  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 

*Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon> 
said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  Bill  oa 
general  grounds;  nor  was  he  concerned 
to  take  that  course,  but  he  found  that 
the  Borough  of  Wimbledon  and  the 
Urban  District  of  Merton  were  both  of 
them  included  in  the  area  defined  in 
Clause  48,  and  that  their  inclusion  would 
be  highly  injurious  to  those  parts  of  the 
constituency  which  he  represented. 
Those  were  the  grounds  upon  which,  in 
the  absence  of  Members  who  had  notices 
on  the  Paper,  he  opposed  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  when  he  had 
stated  his  reasons  for  doing  so,  he 
believed  the  House  would  agree  that  he 
was  right.  His  objections  were  founded  on 
the  facts  contained  in  the  petition  from 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  thi 
Borough  of  Wimbledon  against  the  Bill. 
That  borough  contained  an  area  of  3,220 
acres,  a  population  of  50,000,  a  rateable 
value  of  £454,000,  and  the  n^eds  and 
requirements  of  that  area,  and  the 
population,  as  to  the  supplv  of  energy^ 
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both  for  lighting  and  power  pur- 
poses were  amply  met  already  by  the 
petitioners  themselves,  who  were  the 
undertakers  for  this  purpose  in  that 
particular  locality,  under  various  Electric 
Lighting  Orders  dating  from  1897  to  1903. 
In  the  case  of  Wimbledon  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Order,  1887,  confirmed 
by  the  Electric  Lighting  Order,  1897, 
Confirmation  (No.  2)  Act,  1897,  and  in 
the  case  of  Merton,  under  the  Wimbledon 
Electric  Lightmg  (Extension)  Order, 
1903,  confirmed  by  the  Electric  Lighting 
•Confirmation  (No.  7)  Act  of  1893,  the 
petitioners  had  erected  a  generating 
station  and  other  works  at  a  capital  cost  of 
no  less  than  £182,394,  and  they  were  now 
supplying  energy  for  the  public  lighting 
of  their  borough,  and  to  consumers  within 
their  area  of  supply  both  for  light  and 
power.  That  being  so,  the  petitioners 
very  naturally  complained  that  there 
was  no  justification  whatever  for  this 
new  company  seeking  to  invade  their 
territory  and  to  compete  with  them 
in  the  supply  of  electric  light  or 
power.  He  submitted  that  in  the 
case  of  an  undertaking  so  recently 
established  as  1^93  it  would  be  contrary 
to  public  policy,  and  would  inflict  a  great 
and  unmerited  loss  on  the  ratepayers  of 
the  district.  In  proof  of  this  it  was 
-stated  by  the  petitioners  that  the 
Bill  had  been  so  drawn  that  if  passed 
in  its  present  form  it  would  enable 
1  he  company  to  compete  with  the  existing 
undertaking  of  the  local  authority  both 
inside  and  outside  the  county  of  London 
in  such  a  way  as  to  deprive  them  of  their 
best  business,  actual  and  prospective. 
And  it  would  be  idle  to  deny  that  if  the 
company  got  the  powers  sought  for  and 
the  capital  to  put  them  in  force  they 
would   be   enabled  to  take  away  some 
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altogether  from  Clause  48.  If  he  had 
an  understanding  on  that  point  he  woald 
not  feel  it  necessary  to  oppose  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  but  until  he  had  he 
should  do  so,  and  with  that  object  he 
begged  to  move  that  the  BUI  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  three  months. 


away 
]>u8iness  from  the  borough  undertaking, 
seeing  it  would  be  worth  the  company^ 
while  to  offer  a  supply  of  electricity  at 
very  low  or  even  unremunerative  terms 
to  the  would-be  consumers  so  as  to  cripple 
the  existing  undertaking  and  force  the 
undertakers  to  sell  their  undertaking  to 
the  company.  So  far  as  the  districts  of 
Wimbledon  and  Merton  were  concerned, 
that  was  the  case  he  had  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  against 
the  Bill.  He  was  not  concerned  to 
oppose  the  Bill  on  other  grounds,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  only 
right  and  fair  with  regard  to  these  two 
places  that  they  should  be  excluded 
Mr.  Chaplin. 


♦Mr.  TIMOTHY  DA  VIES  (Fulham) 
said  he  was  very  glad  to  second 
the  Amendment,  although  not  for 
the  reasons  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Even  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  withdrew  his  objection  it 
was  his  intention  to  press  the  Amend- 
ment to  a  division.  He  was  sorry 
that  the  Bill  had  been  set  down 
for  Second  Reading  at  so  late  a  day 
in  this  part  of  the  session  when  so 
many  hon.  Members  had  gone  away, 
and  when  possibly  more  than  half  of 
them  were  absent  from  London.  The 
progress  of  the  Bill  could  not  have  been 
accelerated  in  any  way  by  bringing  on 
the  Second  Reading  that  night,  and  it 
might  have  been  taken  at  a  later  date, 
when  a  full  House  could  have  been  present. 
His  objection  to  the  Bill  was  founded 
on  principle  and  not  on  a  few  details  ;  and 
that  could  not  be  overcome  by  any  sug- 
gested Amendments  in  Committee.  They 
had  been  told  that  the  whole  of  the 
London  Members,  with  the  exception  of 
two,  were  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  He 
thought  that  that  was  a  most  misleading 
statement,  as  there  were  a  large  number 
of  representatives  of  London  constituen- 
cies who  were  prepared  to  vote  against 
the  Second  Reading.  They  had  been 
also  told  that  the  two  Members  referred 
to  were  the  agents  of  the  Metropolitan 
borough  councils,  and  that  they  took 
the  very  narrowest  views  on  questions 
like  that  involved  in  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  represent  the 
Metropolitan  borough  councils,  although 
his  own  borough  agreed  with  the  course 
he  was  taking.  His  object,  and  that  of 
those  who  were  supporting  him,  was  to 
stop  the  Bill  at  this  stage  and  prevent  it 
getting  into  Committee,  in  order  to  save 
the  money  of  the  ratepayers  and  of  the 
promoters,  although  with  the  latter  he 
had  not  so  much  concern.  They  opposed 
the  Bill  because  it  proposed  to  give 
powers  to  the  promoters  gratis  over  a 
vast  area  which  they  had  done  nothing 
to    develop,     but     phic^Jiiad     been 
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built  up  by  the  ratepayers'  money  to  a 
very  large  extent.  The  area  was 
dilEerent  horn,  any  other  in  the  world, 
and  there  were  already  within  it  thirty- five 
or  forty  authorities  supplying  electricity 
to  the  public.  In  the  Coimty  of  London 
alone  there  were  sixteen  municipal 
authorities.  The  area  contained  a  large 
population  which  a  few  years  hence 
would  amount  to  no  less  than  10,000,000. 
It  included  large  portions  of  four  diSerent 
counties.  He  admitted  that  the  supply  of 
cheap  electricity  was  very  important,  but 
he  could  prove  easily  that  there  was  noth- 
ing offered  to  consumers  in  the  Bill  which 
would  come  below  the  prices  at  present 
charged  by  existing  authorities,  especially 
to  small  consumers.  The  large  con- 
sumers could  take  care  of  themselves 
and  make  their  own  bargains.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  Bill  to  compel  this 
company  to  supply  electricity  for  power 
purposes  at  a  rate  lower  than  that  at 
which  it  was  already  supplied.  There 
were  other  things  besides  cheap  electricity 
to  be  considered.  If  the  Bill  passed  in 
its  present  form  without  some  modifica- 
tion of  some  of  its  clauses  it  gave  power  to 
the  company  to  break  up  streets  without 
asking  the  permission  of  anyone.  Great 
objection  was  taken  to  that  power  being 
given  to  the  company.  The  number 
of  authorities  in  the  Metropolis  who 
were  entitled  to  break  up  the  streets 
for  their  own  purposes  was  already  so 
large,  and  their  powers  were  so 
extensive,  and  the  expense  caused  to 
the  local  authorities  by  their  actions 
so  great,  that  he  contended  that  this 
power  should  not  be  granted  except  in 
cases  of  absolute  necessity.  No  one 
would  contend  that  to  have  electric 
energy  at  the  lowest  price  was  a  necessity. 
If  this  Bill  was  passed  power  would  be 
given  to  this  great  monopoly  to  compete 
with  its  weaker  neighbours,  whether 
they  were  private  companies  or  municipal 
authorities,  and  to  supply  for  a  certain 
period  within  particular  areas  energy 
at  such  a  price  as  would  compel  their 
competitors  to  accept  their  terms  for 
their  undertaking.  What  would  become 
of  "cheap  electricity"  after  that  had 
been  accomplished,  and  when  at  the 
end  of  ten  or  fifteen  years  this  huge 
monopoly  had  the  whole  of  the 
area  entirely  at  its  mercy  \  These 
great     monopolies     when     they    came 


to  Parliament  for  powers  always  posed 
as  philanthropists.  From  reading  the 
Bill  before  the  House  one  woidd  imagine 
that  eight  or  ten  gentlemen  were  pro- 
moting the  Bill  as  a  matter  of  pure 
philanthropy,  and  were  spending  their 
money  in  order  that  people  should  be 
able  to  obtain  cheap  electricity.  When 
they  had  obtained  their  powers  it  would 
not  be  Id.  or  2d.,  but  4d.  or  5d.  per  unit 
that  they  would  charge.  Furthermore, 
there  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  oj 
the  company  to  supply  anybody  unless 
they  desired  to  do  so.  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  wished  to  insert 
a  provision  that  this  undertaking  should 
be  purchased  hf  the  London  Ck)unty 
Council  at  a  certain  date.  Let  the  House 
contrast  that  with  what  transpired  in 
1906,  when  a  Bill  promoted  by  a  "  pro- 
gressive" London  County  Council  was 
before  the  Committee.  That  Bill  waa 
dropped  owing  to  the  then  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  seeking  to  make  it 
obligatory  upon  them  to  provide  energy^ 
to  all  who  asked  for  it.  If  that  was 
necessary  then  why  not  now  V  That 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  suggested  in 
1907  that  the  Bill  of  that  year  should 
contain  a  clause  giving  power  to  the 
London  County  Council,  if  they  so 
desired,  to  lease  the  undertaking  until 
1931,  at  which  date  the  undertaking 
should  resort  entirely  to  the  municipalities 
of  London.  This  company  now  came 
asking  for  power  to  lease  the  under- 
taking imtil  1961,  with  a  provision  that 
it  should  be  competent  to  the  London. 
County  Council  to  purchase  the  under- 
taking in  1931.  They  could  purchase 
it,  but  at  what  price  ?  Not  at  the  price 
of  the  cost  of  the  material  alone,  but 
with  the  value  of  the  goodwill  for  thirty 
years  tacked  on,  and  added  to  that  price 
10  per  cent,  was  to  go  to  the  promoters. 
The  thing  was  monstrous.  The  purchase 
clause  was  a  sham,  and  was  never  in- 
tended to  be  anything  else.  He  seconded 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now '  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.'" — {Mr,  Chaplin.) 

Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.)  expresBed  his  pleasure  in  supporting 
lus  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Fulham 
in  this  matter.     The  hon.  Gentleman's 
•constituency  was  at  one  end  of  London, 
and  his  own  was  at  the  other,  and  that 
might  be  taken  as  the  extent  of    the 
feeling  that  had  been  raised  by  this  Bill. 
He  did  not  intend  to  refer  to  the  purchase 
clause,  monstrous  though  it  was,  except 
to  point  out  that  the  form  of  that  clause 
was  an  indication  to  the  House  of  how 
little  they  coruld  trust  a  Parliamentary 
•Committee  to   protect  the  interests  ot 
London.     Those  who  had  these  interests 
at  heart,  therefore,  must  take  the  duty 
upon    themselves    and     give     the    Bill 
its  quietus.     He  did  not  rest  his  objection 
to   the    Bill  upon  the  purchase  clause, 
which  it  might  be  contended  could  be 
altered,    but   on   far   broader   grounds. 
He  objected  to  the   creation   of   great 
monopolies.    He  objected  to  these  great 
powers  being  handed  over  to  a  speculative 
eyndicate.    Surely  London  had  suffered 
enough  from  similar  policy  in  the  past. 
Recently  TiOndon  had  to  buy  out  the 
water  companies  at  a  price  which  had  tied 
a  dead  weight  round  the  neck    of   the 
ratepayers  for  the  next  three  generations. 
Yet,  with  a  light  heart,  the  House  was 
asked,  and  London  Members  were  urged, 
to  repeat  the  old  mistake  upon  a  colossal 
scale.     It  was   proposed  to   bring  into 
■existence  a  company  with  a  capital  of 
£4,600,000,  and  to  grant  to  that  company 
power  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  distribute 
in  bidk  electrical  power  for  London,  and 
an   enormous   area   round  London.    It 
was  proposed  to  authorise  the  company 
to  tear  up  the  streets  in  order  to  lay  down 
their  pipes,  to  abstract  from  the  Thames 
200,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily,  and 
to  carry  their  line,  whether  the  London 
County  Council  liked  it  or  not,   through 
the  Blackwall  and  Rotherhithe  Tunnels. 
He  mentioned  these  matters  to  show  how 
extraordinary   were   some   of   the   con- 
cessions which  it  was  proposed  to  confer 
upon  Sir  Hugh  Bell,  Bart.,  and  the  syndi- 
cate of  gentlemen  named  in  the  Bill. 
The  Bill  gave  to  the  new  company  powers 
to  compete  with  the  existing  municipal 
distributors    of    electricity.    He    knew 
the  borough  councils  were  not  popular 
in  certain  quarters,  but  he  could  not 
forget  that  they  represented  the  London 
ratepayers,  and  that  it  was  the  money 


of  London  ratepayers — and  there  wert 
many  millions  of  that  money — which 
was  at  rest  in  these  mimicipal  enterprises. 
It  was  said  by  those  who  differed  from 
him  that  they  ought  to  be  willing  to 
accept  the  Bill,  because  the  London 
County  Council  was  to  have  power 
to  purchase  the  imdertaking.  The  com- 
pany would  be  put  in  a  position  to 
destroy  businesses  which  had  been  built 
up  with  the  money  of  the  London 
ratepayers,  represented  by  the  London 
County  Coimcil ;  and,  when  tho^ 
businesses  had  been  destroyed,  it  was 
proposed  to  buy  the  company,  again  with 
the  money  of  the  ratepayers  of  London, 
represented  by  the  London  County 
Council.  Such  a  grotesque  scheme  had 
never  been  conceived  outeide  the  realms 
of  Gilbertian  opera.  It  was  a  farce 
from  many  points  of  view,  but  it  was  a 
tragedy  for  the  London  ratepayers. 
It  was  said — and  this  weighed  with  some 
people — that  the  Bill  woiild  give  a  cheap 
supply  of  electricity  ;  but  he  contended, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  there 
was  no  security  within  the  four  comers 
of  the  Bill  of  a  cheap  supply  at  all. 
It  was  true  the  second  schedule  contained 
a  scale  of  prices,  but  it  was  not  a  scale  of 
prices  for  electrical  power  to  the  ordinary 
consumer,  but  for  the  supply  in  bulk  to 
distributive  companies.  It  might  be 
that  large  industrial  concerns  which 
took  a  very  large  supply  would  get  it 
at  a  shade  lower  than  the  price  they  were 
paying  at  the  present  time ;  but  there 
was  no  kind  of  security  in  the  Bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  man  with  a  small 
industrial  concern,  whom  this  House 
ought  to  protect.  He  was  surprised 
that  some  of  his  colleagues  were  going  to 
support  the  Bill.  He  considered  their 
reasons  were  absolutely  inadequate,  and  he 
could  hardly  understand  how  hon.  Gentle- 
men who,  upon  a  hundred  platforms  had 
denounced  this  policy  of  handing  over 
London  to  a  speculative  company,  coold 
now  turn  their  backs  upon  their  convic- 
tions and  vote  for  the  Bill.  He  cordially 
supported  its  rejection. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Mr.  McKiNNON  Wood,  Glasgow,  St. 
RoUox)  said  he  could  hardly  give  a 
silent  vote  upon  the  question.  His  two 
hon.  friends  had  dealt  with  it  as  if  it 
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were  a  very  simple  matter  indeed,  but 
he  did  not  know  any  subject  which  was 
much  more  complicated  than  the  present 
position  of  the  supply  of  electricity  in 
London,  and  there  was  no  subject  affect- 
ing great  industrial  interests  which  was 
in  a  more  unsatisfactory  condition.  He 
might  be  entirely  wrong  and  his  hon. 
friends  right,  but  the  reasons  they  had 
adduced  did  not  prove  it  in  the  least. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Fulham  was  quite 
inaccurate  in  some  of  his  descriptions 
of  the  Bill.  He  had  pointed  out 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  required 
the  Council  to  enter  into  an  obliga- 
tion to  supply  electricity,  and  he  said 
that  therein  they  had  treated  the  Council 
worse  than  they  had  treated  this  company. 
Personally,  he  objected,  as  the  mover 
of  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Council 
Bill,  to  its  being  made  obligatory ;  but 
in  the!  sense  in  which  it  was  desired  to 
make  that  Bill  obligatory  this  Bill  was 
also  obligatory.  It  was  an  entire  mistake 
to  suppose  there  was  any  difference 
between  the  two. 

Mr.  timothy  DAVIES  :  It  is  not 
made  obligatory  upon  the  company  to 
supply  the  small  consumers. 

*Mr.  McKINNONWOOD  said  his  hon. 
Iriend  displayed  his  ignorance  in  that 
remark.  The  Council  was  not  obliged  to 
supply  small  consumers.  There  was 
this  contradiction  in  the  arguments  of 
TK)th  his  hon.  friends.  They  complained 
in  the  first  place  that  the  company 
would  compete  with  the  borough 
councils,  and  secondly,  that  it  would  not 
have  to  supply  small  consumers.  It  was 
tor  the  protection  of  the  borough  councils 
that  the  provisioAs  had  been  put  in, 
limiting  their  powers  of  supply. 
It  was  a  bulk  Bill  for  the  supply  of 
-electricity  to  distributors.  Hr  held  no 
brief  for  the  company,  but  he  might 
say  that  the  price  in  the  B^ll  was  the 
lowest  ever  inserted  in  any  Bill  for  supply 
in  bulk,  and  it  was  lower  than  the  County 
Council  itself  proposed.  The  complica- 
tion of  the  question  arose  from  the  fac^ 
that  powers  were  given  for  electrical 
supply  at  the  time  when  there  was  no 
'Central  authority  in  London.  So  far  as 
they  were  given  to  municipal  authorities, 
they  were  given  to  vestries  in  areas 
.too  small  for  the  purpose.    The  supply 


of  electrical  power  was  a  matter  of  great 
industrial  importance  and  urgency.    The 
Committee  which  dealt  with  the  matter 
in  1906  pointed  out  that  in  their  opinion 
the  provision  of  further  electrical  power 
in  London  was  so  important  and  pressing 
that  they  did  not  view  with  favour  the 
possibility  of  the  question  being  indefi- 
nitely hung  up.    He  entirely  agreed  with 
his  hon.  fnend  in  prefering  a  complete 
municipal  solution  of  the  matter  ;  and  in 
1906  he  had  the  honour,  on  behalf  of  the 
London  County  Council,  of  introducing  a 
Bill  for  dealing  with  the  question  by  way 
of   creating   a   municipal    bulk   supply, 
though  he  must  point  out  that  if  that  Bill 
had  passed  they  would  not  have   got 
a      complete     and     unified     electrical 
supply.      He  very  much  preferred  that 
solution    to    the    solution    with    which 
they   were   faced   at  the   present   day. 
The  objects  with  which  he  brought  the 
Bill  of  1906  forward  were  three.     First 
of  all  it  was  that  they  should  have  a 
cheap  supply  of  electricity  in  London ; 
secondly,    that    they    might    ultimately 
have  a  unification  of  that  supply  ;    and, 
thirdly,     that    they    might    ultimately 
have  a  municipal  supply.     He  had  not 
changed    his    views.     He    believed    in 
these   objects   now   and   thought   them 
desirable,  and  any  action  he  might  take 
on  this  subject  would  be  in  the  direction 
of  those  objects  and  in  no  other  direction, 
but   it   was   not   so   simple   a   question 
whether  those  objects  were  best  obtained 
by  rejecting  the  Bill  or  by  dealing  with  it 
as   proposed   by  the   President  of   the 
Board  of  Trade.    Last  year,  so  much 
did  he  feel  the  urgency  of  the  question, 
that  when  the  County  Council  brought 
in  a  Bill  with  modifications  to  which  ho 
was  entirely  opposed,  he  advocated  its 
Second  Reading,  hoping  that  it  might 
be  so  shaped  in  Committee  as  to  bring 
about    the    objects    he    had    described. 
There  was  no  municipal  Bill  this  year, 
and  there  was  no  possibility  whatever 
of  one.    He  would  not  for  a  moment 
support  the  Bill  if  it  were  not  for  the 
important  modifications  proposed  in  the 
instruction  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  nor  did  he  in  the  least  approve 
of  the  proposed  terms  of  purchase  which 
came  to  them  from  a  Committee  of  the 
other  House.    The  period  of  fifty-two 
years   was   too   long   and   other   terms 
required    modification  ;       but    it    was 
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obviously  a  matter  which  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  House.  If 
the  terms  of  purchase  were  still  somewhat 
exorbitant,  then  it  would  be  a  matter 
for  consideration  on  Third  Reading.  He 
wanted  to  point  out  the  different  classes 
of  objection  to  the  Bill.  First  of  all, 
there  was  the  kind  of  objection  repre- 
sented by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Men^iber  for  Wimbledon.  He  said  : 
"Cut  Wimbledon  out  of  the  Bill  and 
I  do  not  care  what  you  do."  Members 
came  from  various  borough  councils 
in  London  and  their  argument  was 
just  the  same.  To  hear  hon.  Members 
speak  one  would  imagine  that  this 
company  had  unrestricted  power  of 
competition  with  Wimbledon,  Bethnal 
Green,  and  Fulham.  He  was  not  ignorant 
as  to  the  sources  of  the  opposition, 
but  the  powers  of  competition  were 
most  carefully  safeguarded.  If  the  pro- 
posals of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  had 
been  carried  they  would  have  had  certain 
advantages  to  consumers,  but  they  would 
have  permitted  more  effective  competition 
with  the  existing  authorities.  But  that 
competition  had  been  carefully  safe- 
guarded. The  existing  companies  had 
had  a  great  opportunity  of  settling 
the  matter  in  their  own  way.  It  was 
a  very  extraordinary  thing.  They  had 
had  no  whisper  of  opposition  to  the 
proposals  of  the  existing  companies, 
but  if  the  proposals  of  the  existing 
companies  were  carried  without  this 
Bill  they  were  sterilising  the  develop- 
ment of  electricity  in  London,  because 
once  they  gave  these  companies  the 
power  of  linking  up  they  would  hear 
no  more  of  cheapening  electricity.  If 
they  had  put  forward  a  definite  scheme 
for  a  comprehensive  supply  and  a  large 
central  generating  station,  they  would 
have  occupied  an  unassailable  position. 
But  instead  of  that  they  had  failed  to 
agree.  They  had  two  Bills  representing 
two  groups  of  these  companies.  They 
put  forward  the  view  that  there  was 
an  adequate  provision  at  the  present 
moment,  that  they  supplied  all  the 
power  that  was  necessary,  and  he  sup- 
posed, quite  cheaply  enough.  He 
thought  electricity  ought  to  be  about 
half  the  price  it  was  at  present.  They 
actually  said  that  their  present  generating 
stations  were  adequate.  Were  progres- 
sive  London   members   to   accept   that 

Mr,  McKinTum  Wood, 


position  ?  Were  they  to  be  so  in- 
different to  the  industrial  develop- 
ment  of  London  as  to  let  the 
matter  stand  in  that  position  and  allow 
the  borough  councils  and  the  existing  com- 
panies to  go  on  as  they  were  at  present  ? 
Committee  after  committee  had  had 
that  argument  before  them  and  rejected 
that  solution.  No  Committee  had 
taken  the  view  of  the  existing  com- 
panies. Then  they  had  an  opposition 
which  was  more  serious — that  of  the 
borough  councils.  When  he  had  the 
duty  of  trying  to  pilot  a  municipal  bulk 
supply  Bill  through  a  Conmiittee,  his 
bitterest  and  most  effective  opponents, 
were  the  borough  councils.  They  cared 
nothing  for  the  supply  of  electricity  in 
London,  but  they  did  care  for  the  supply 
of  electricity  in  Fulham,  Bethnal  Green, 
and  Wimbledon.  They  took  a  purely 
parochial  view.  Month  by  month,  ahnost 
week  by  week,  the  County  Council 
had  applications  from  borough  councib 
for  capital  in  order  to  extend  generating 
stations,  which  in  many  cases  were  too 
small  for  economic  working,  and  too 
badly  placed  to  supply  cheap  electricity. 
The  remedy  for  that  was  to  have  a  cheap 
bulk  supply,  so  that  the  supplemental 
supply  might  not  be  got  by  an  extravagant 
waste  of  capital,  but  be  given  from  a  large 
station  which  could  supply  on  the  cheapest 
possible  terms.  Seeing  that  the  London 
County  Council  would  not  provide  that 
generating  station,  which  was  the  solu- 
tion he  would  have  preferred,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  he  would  not  allow 
anyone  else  to  do  it.  It  was  to  the 
interest,  not  only  of  the  ratepayers  of 
London,  and  the  vast  district  out«ide,, 
which  was  growing  and  requiring  more 
electricity,  but  of  the  ratepayers  in  the 
areas  which  his  hon.  friends  thought 
they  were  defending,  because  if  those 
ratepayers  were  going  on  in  an  un- 
economical way  their  undertakings  could 
not  possibly  be  so  profitable  or  supply  at 
so  cheap  a  rate  as  if  they  were  getting 
their  bulk  supply  on  the  best  possible 
terms.  But  the  crux  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion, and  this  was  the  consideration 
which  would  determine  his  vote,  was  that 
they  had  not  only  not  got  a  proper  muni- 
cipal supply,  but  they  had  no  prospect 
of  a  unified  municipal  supply  under  the  pre- 
sent system.  The  right  of  purchase  that 
existed   was   nominal  and  not  real  and 
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effective.     The  borough  councils,  though  [  with  the  present  scheme,  but  he  believed 


they  had  a  nominal  right  of  purchase, 
had  in  only  one  or  two  cases  any  practical 
hope  of  ever  buying  the  undertakings 
of  the  company.  One  company  which 
supplied  nine  different  local  authority 
areas  had  only  two  generating  stations, 
and  it  was  a  common  case  that  the 
mains  were  purchaseable,  but  they  would 
not  be  able  to  buy  the  generating  stations. 
What  was  the  position  about  this  right 
of  purchase  ?  Were  the  borough  councils 
losing  anything  substantial  ?  Thej  were 
only  losing  a  nominal  right  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  and  not  an  effective  right, 
because  the  small  area,  even  if  thev 
could  purchase,  could  never  be  a  per- 
manent solution  of  the  question.  These 
borough  councils  objected  as  strongly 
to  a  comprehensive  bulk  supply  being 
given  by  the  County  Council  as  they 
now  objected  to  a  supply  being  given 
by  a  company.  His  hon.  friend  did  not 
raise  the  question  of  the  area  or  the 
engineering  proposals,  and  that  was  very 
natural  because  the  engineering  proposals 
were  the  same  as  existed  in  the  Council's 
Bill,  and  the  area  was  very  nearly  the 
same.  He  was  rather  surprised  at  the 
hon.  Member  for  Fulham  objecting  to 
seeing  the  Coimty  Council  go  outside  its 
own  area  for  a  municipal  purpose.  That 
was  not  the  kind  of  sentiment  he  ex- 
pected from  him.  That  was  the  very 
difficulty  they  had  to  deal  with  in  the  case 
of  the  waterworks,  which  led  to  the  setting 
up  of  a  board,  and  that  was  the  difficulty 
which  had  given  rise  to  proposals  about 
traffic.  One  of  the  reasons  why  he 
welcomed  this  proposal  was  that  dt 
would  give  the  Coimty  Council  power  to 
purchase  an  imdertakmg  which  extended 
beyond  its  area,  because  they  must  re- 
cognise that  where  they  had  a  great 
town  and  surrounding  areas,  which  were 
best  served  by  municipal  imdertakings, 
they  must  give  the  great  town  the 
opportunity  of  serving  the  area^  which 
were  not  within  the  artificial  lines  of 
local  government.  That  was  one  of 
the  great  advantages  in  the  proposal 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  recommended  the  House  to  give  the 
Bill  a  Second  Reading  and  refer  it  to  a 
Committee,  who  would  consider  what 
would  be  a  just  scheme  of  purchase,  a 
scheme  which  woidd  be  fair  to  the  rate- 
payers of  London.    He  did  not  agree 
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they  could  not  consider  this  Bill  by 
itself.  They  had  to  consider  the  position 
of  the  companies.  The  Committee  had 
agreed  to  give  them  powers  of  linking  up. 
It  would  be  a  calamity  to  give  the  existing 
companies  a  power  of  linking  up  without 
creating  a  bulk  supply.  They  had  to 
consider  the  matter  altogether.  His 
ultimate  object  was  imification  and 
municipalisdtion  of  the  electricity  supply. 
They  could  uot  get  that  aU  at  once.  If 
they  had  cvrried  their  Bills  in  1906 
the^  would  only  have  got  one  step 
towards  that  end.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  refuse  to  take  a  step  which  was  practi- 
cable at  the  moment ;  and  everybody 
knew  that  there  was  no  probability 
of  the  present  London  County  Coimcil 
bringing  forward  a  municipal  proposal. 
The  difficult  questions  of  purchase  and 
of  deciding  what  was  to  be  the  ultimate 
authority  would  thus  be  settled,  and  he 
regarded  that  as  so  great  a  step  forward, 
that  he  would  vote  for  this  Bill. 

Mr.  ROWLANDS  (Kent,  Dartford) 
speaking  as  a  representative  of  three 
municipal  authorities  which  had  under- 
taken electric  lighting  and  trams  and 
were  supplying  great  works  with 
electricity,  said  that  he  was  rightly 
asked  by  those  authorities  to  look 
after  their  interest  and  welfare  when  a 
large  supply  like  this  was  being  created. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  put  forward 
certain  qualifications  which  he  hoped 
might  be  embodied  when  the  Bill  came  out 
of  the  Committee,  and  then  appealed  to 
them  to  let  the  Bill  go  to  Committee, 
urging  that  if  these  things  were  not  con- 
ceded they  could  deal  with  the  Bill  rn 
Third  Reading.  But  when  they  fought 
a  private  Bill  on  principle  they  must 
take  it  on  the  Second  Reading.  If 
they  moved  to  reject  a  Bill  on 
Third  Reading  the  stereotyped  argu- 
ment was  that  they  should  have  taken 
the  earlier  opportimity,  that  huge 
expense  had  been  incurred  and  the  BiU 
thrashed  out  before  a  Committee,  and 
that  it  would  be  wrong  to  go  against 
the  Committee's  decision  ?  His  hon. 
friend  said  he  knew  the  sources 
from  which  the  opposition  sprang.  He 
thought  those  were  the  right  sources  to 
look  after  their  interests.  He  was  not 
attacking    private    companies,    but    he 
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was  specially  cor.cen-ed  in  the  question 
from  the  point   of   view  of   municipal 
authorities  who  had  their  own  supply. 
Could  they  be  expected  to  sit  silently  by 
while  a  big  corporation  came  into  exis- 
tence, without  taking  every  opporturity 
to  defend  the  right  given  them  by  Parlia- 
ment and  to  see  that  the  welfare  of  the 
community     was    looked     after  ?     The 
promoters   of  this   Bill    were  absorbing 
a  large  portion  of  Kent,  and  he  wanted 
to   know  why  they    were    going  there. 
If  the  County    Council    did   not    pur- 
chase   in    the    year    1931     then     this  ' 
large  trust  would  have  another  ten  years,  ' 
and  again  if  not  bought  up  at  the  end  of 
that  ten    years    this   huge    corporation 
would   continue    for   a    further   period.  ! 
Practically  this  great  corporation  would  | 
say     to     the     municipal     authorities :  ' 
"  Although  we  have  no  authority  over 
your  area  we  are  going  to  purchase  you  I 
out    of    existence."     Did    the    Govern-  I 
ment   think  that   was   an   easy   task  ?  ! 
Why  was  the  Water    Board    formed  ?  ^ 
Simply  because  there  were  a   series   of , 
water  companies  in  existence  the  areas  of  I 
which  were  not  confined  to  the  area  of , 
the   London  Coimty  Council,   but  went 
out  into  the  other  surrounding  counties,  i 
That  was  exactly  the  case  in  this  Bill,  j 
The  moment  an  attempt  was   made  to  | 
buy  out  those  outside  areaa  they  would 
say :    "  If    you  -are  going  to  purchase 
our    electric    supply    we   must   have   a 
voice  in  the  matter."     The  same  thing 
would  arise  in  connection  with  the  electric  | 
supply  as  happened  in  regard  to  the  water  ; 
supply.  ' 


Mr.  McKINNON  WOOD  : 
have  avoided  that. 


But  we 


Mr.  ROWLANDS  said  that  was  not  so. 
On  the  contrary  they  were  creating  it. 
In  his  district  they  had  a  distinct  supply 
of  their  own  which  they  thought  they 
could  control  themselves.  There  were 
other  municipal  authorities  in  the  area 
dealt  with  who  had  control  of  their 
own  electric  lighting  and  trams,  and 
supplied  the  local  industries  with  elec- 
tricity, and  of  course,  they  meant  to 
have  a  voice  in  this  matter.  He  supposed 
that  his  experience  with  regard  to  muni- 
cipal light  in  London  was  not  shorter  than 
that  of  any  other  hon.  Member  in  the 
House.     In  fact,  he  thought  he  had  been 

Mr,  Rowlands, 


186a 

mixed  up  with  it  longer  than  any  other 
hon.  Member.     He  knew  the  great  diffi- 
culties attending  any    attempt    to    get 
aieas    extended.     He    was     not    going 
to    deal    with    the  question  of  purchase 
because  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
His  hon.  friend  had  thrown  that  question 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.     He  would 
like   to   know   what  security  they  had 
after  passing  the  Second  Reading  that 
they    would    have    any    better     t«rmf; 
put  in  upstairs.     They  were  all  aware 
that  the  details  of  the   Bill   must   be 
discussed    upstairs,   but     the     measure 
having  passed  the  Committee  they  had 
to  look  at  the  terms  inserted  with  the 
consent  of  the  promoters,  and  so  far  as 
they   knew  those  were  the  terms  that 
would  pass.     If  they  altered  those  terms 
root  and  branch  they  would  take  away 
the  whole  of  the  demand  of  the  pro- 
moters;    they     would     have     incurred 
an  enormous  expenditure  of  the  money 
of  the  local  authorities,  and  on  the  Third 
Reading  they  would  have  to  reject  the 
measure.     What  did  this  octopus  want  to 
do  ?     It  wanted  to  cross    the    Thames 
through  the  tunnels  constructed  at  the 
expense  of  the  ratepayers,  and  come  into 
the   areas  of  the  local  authorities,  9sA 
it  was  not  going  to  supply  the  small 
consumer — the  localities  could  do  that, 
because   it    would    not    pay.     It    was 
said  that  they  would  have  the  protection 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  he  preferred 
not  to  rely  upon  that.     In  his  district 
they  had  now  the  power  to  supply  their 
own  manufacturers  with  electricity,  and 
they  were  doing  it.     He  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  a  cheap  supply  of  electricity, 
but   he   was   also   strongly   and   deter- 
minedly   opposed    to    creating    another 
trust.     Along    with   some   of     his   h<m. 
friends  he  had  fought  gigantic  monopoUe- 
like  the  water  companies,  year  after  year, 
and   he   was  old   enough  to   remember 
when   Mr.    Cross's   Bill   was   introduced 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventies.    They 
succeeded  in  getting  rid  ofthe  water  com- 
panies and  they  had  got  a  public  supply. 
Now  they  had  an  important  measure 
promoted  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  passing 
through  a  Joint  Committee,  the  object  oif 
which  was  to  get  all  the  private  interest 
in    the    Docks    of    London    into    the 
hands  of   a  public  authority,  in  wdcr 
that  the    weU-being  of  the  community 
at  large  might  be  looked  after.     Tbftt 
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Bill  provided  for  things  which  he 
did  not  care  for,  but  they  had  always 
realised  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
one  great  public  authority  representing 
varied  interests,  from  the  working  men 
to  the  wharfingers  and  the  merchants, 
and  consequently  they  created  a  public 
authority  to  manage  the  river.  If  they 
•could  introduce  a  scheme  to  constitute 
a  body  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after 
the  interests  of  municipal  authorities 
now  supplying  electricity  in  bulk  they 
were  prepared  to  consider  it,  but  with  the 
experience  they  had  had  of  these  great 
enterprises  he  hoped  they  were  not  going 
to  create  any  more  of  them.  The  time  to 
£ght  this  Bill  was  now.  They  were  not 
going  to  allow  to  be  created  a  huge  trust 
which  had  not  in  any  way  promised  them 
a  cheaper  supply  of  electricity  nor  under- 
taken to  meet  the  difficulty  of  giving 
a  bulk  supply  under  proper  condi- 
tions. He  contended  that  this  was  a 
•question  which  ought  to  be  In  the  hands 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

♦Mr.  cave  (Surrey,   Kingston)   said 

lie  was  going  to  vote  in  the  same  lobby 

as  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken, 

l)ut  he  came  to  the  same  conclusion  from 

'         a  somewhat  different  point  of  view.     He 

wras  not  so  much  in  love  with  municipal 

-enterprise  of  all  kinds ;    but  Parliament 

^         having  for  many  years  not  only  allowed 

but  encouraged  local  bodies  to  supply 

-electricity,  he  did  not  favour  the  proposal 

to  create  a  private  body  now,  with  power 

to  compete  with  the  local  bodies.     The 

'         hon.   Member   who  from  the   Treasury 

Bench   said   he   was  in   favour   of  the 

municipal  solution  had  a  strange  way 

■of  showing  it.    It  was   said  that  this 

Bill    would    supply    them    with    cheap 

-electrical  energy,  but  there  was  no  pro- 

i        "vision   in  the    BUI  that  the   consumer 

-should  get  the  energy  cheap.     Even  if 

^   limit  were  inserted  it   would   be   an 

illusion.     This  great  body  might  begin 

f        ^th  cheap  energy  and  the  effect  would 

be  to  destroy  other  sources  of  supply. 

When  that  end  had  been  achieved  and 

-the    other    competing    authorities    had 

gone,  prices  would  go  up  and  the  consumer 

%vould  have  to  pay  a  great  deal  more. 

The  hon.  Member  who  spoke  from    the 

Treasury  Bench  said  that  if  they  allowed 

existing    companies    to    combine    they 

-svould  put   up  the  price.     Surely  that 


was  equally  true  of  the  body  they  were 
proposing  to  create  under  this  Bill.  He 
noticed  that  the  purchase  clause  had 
gone,  or  at  any  rate,  it  had  been  aban- 
doned. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent)  : 
They  are  going  to  propose  thirty  years 
goodwill. 

*Mr.  cave  said  that  they  were 
going  to  give  purchasing  powers  to 
the  London  County  Council.  After 
all,  the  local  authorities  outside  of 
London  thought  that  they  could  manage 
their  own  affairs,  and  the  proposal 
that  the  London  County  Council,  witli 
all  its  merits,  should  have  power  to 
extend  its  hand,  not  only  over  the 
great  county  of  London,  but  over  three 
neighbouring  counties  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  county  councils  of  those  counties, 
was  one  which  he  could  not  support. 
He  did  Aot  wish  to  say  a  word  against 
the  London  County  Council,  but  the 
proposal  now  made  was  antagonistic  to 
the  principle  of  local  government,  becauso 
it  proposed  that  one  county  council 
should  have  power  to  go  into  the  area 
of  others.  The  instruction  proposed  to 
be  given  to  insert  a  power  for  the 
London  County  Council  to  purchase  the 
undertaking  would  make  the  Bill  worse. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  could  not 
understand  why  the  Government  had 
taken  up  this  Bill.  There  were  many 
interesting  private  Members'  Bills  which 
they  might  have  taken  up  which  would 
have  been  a  real  boon  to  the  community, 
instead  of  giving  facilities  for  a  company 
like  this  to  fleece  the  public.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Parliamentary  Secrjtary  to 
the  Board  of  Eiucatio:i  had  used  an 
elaborate  argument  to  showhowthey  cou'd 
get  over  the  trouble.  He  had  always 
thought  it  a  wicked  thing  to  get  over 
trouble  in  our  own  time,  and  leave  it  to 
somebody  else.  If  there  was  fighting  to  be 
done,  why  did  they  not  tackle  it  them- 
selves ?  Had  the  Government  taken 
this  course  because  they  wanted  certain 
opposition  out  of  the  way  at  the  next 
electi  on  ?  The  question  was  whether  what 
was  now  proposed  was  right  or  wrong. 
These  people  were  not  coming  in  from 
love  of  the  small  trader.  They  were 
giving     these     people    power     for     all 
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time,  and  it  was  quite  easy  to  see 
what  would  happen.  Why  were  these 
great  interests  being  studied  ?  This 
Bill,  while  looking  after  certain  interests, 
would  leave  all  the  other  people  out. 
Why  did  not  the  Government  say  to  all 
the  authorities  in  and  around  London  : 
"  We  will  create  a  board  and  give  you 
representation  upon  it."  That  would 
have  been  a  strong  policy  to  pursue,  and 
no  one  would  have  dared  to  say  that 
the  board  was  being  created  in  the  interest 
of  a  few  people  who  desired  to  do  the 
work  for  the  public  good,  while  also 
desirous  at  the  same  time  of  getting  a 
little  more  percentage  out  of  it  for 
themselves.  The  question  in  connection 
with  these  enterprises  always  was  "  How 
much  more  can  I  get  out  of  it  ?  "  He 
could  not  imderstand  the  late  Pro- 
gressive Leader  in  the  London  County 
Council  speaking  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
There  ought  to  be  no  easy  path  to  an 
honest  goal,  and  if  they  had  to  fight, 
let  them  fight  now,  and  not  put  it  off 
to  future  generations.  They  were  asked 
to  create  the  biggest  trust  that  London 
had  ever  known  or  ever  would  know, 
and  one  that  left  the  water  companies 
absolutely  in  the  shade.  He  thought  he 
was  entitled  to  ask  whether  there  were 
many  parties  in  the  House  who 
were  interested  in  the  Bill,  and  whether 
the  Deputy  Speaker,  if  he  was  in  the 
Chair  when  the  question  was  put,  would 
instruct  that  no  person  interested  in  it 
should  go  into  the  lobby  to  vote  upon 
it.  They  were  entitled  to  know  that, 
because  it  left  a  prodigious  amount  of 
suspicion  in  his  mind.  He  hoped  he 
might  be  wrong.  He  hated  to  think 
that  anybody  would  vote  from  personal 
interest,  but  they  should  be  satisfied  on 
the  point.  Why  had  the  Government 
taken  it  up  ?  What  was  behind  it  all  ? 
He  asked  the  Government  to  leave  the 
matter  entirely  to  the  House  rather 
than  that  a  profit-mongering  scheme 
like  this  should  be  foisted  on  London 
and  the  neighbouring  districts. 

^'Mr.  DICKINSON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) 
said  that  the  discussion  showed  how  very 
complicated  the  question  now  before 
the  House  was.  It  was  a  question 
which  could  not  be  decided  by  a  mere 
application  of  first  principles,  however 
lofty    those    principles    might    be.     He 

Mr,  CrooJcs, 


would  like  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the 
observations  that  fell  from  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Kingston  and 
others  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
the  local  authorities  outside  of  London. 
They  asked  why  the  local  authorities 
outside  London  should  be  affected  by 
the  Bill.  The  answer  was  to  be  found 
in  the  considered  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  which  sat  in  1906, 
which  showed  that  no  promoter  could 
possibly  put  forward  a  schemre  for  the 
bulk  supply  of  London  which  would  not 
apply  outside.  There  were  two  para- 
graphs on  page  4  of  the  Report  in  the 
following  terms — 

''  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  best 
means  of  providing  for  the  supply  of  electrical 
energy  in  bulk,  and  for  power  and  motive  pur- 
poses, is  by  one  large  and  inclusive  scheme- 
extending  not  only  over  the  entire  County  of 
London,  but  also  to  adjoining  boroughs  and 
districts." 

"  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  such  a 
scheme  some  central  authority  is  required  with 
ample  statutory  powers  and  corresponding 
duties.  In  addition  to  the  proposal  of  the 
London  County  Council  various  other  proposals 
have  been  placed  before  the  Committee.  After 
giving  full  consideration  to  this  question  the 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Londoa 
County  Council  should  be  the  authority.'* 

That,  he  submitted,  settled  the  question 
raised  in  regard  to  the  outside  supply. 
He  admitted  that  some  of  the  munici- 
palities were  supplying  electricity  now 
with  very  great  success,  but,  neverthe- 
less, if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  public 
could  be  ^better  and  more  cheaply  served 
by  means  of  a  large  supply  of  electricity 
in  bulk,  which  could  be  sold  through  the 
medium  of  the  local  authorities,  that  wa» 
a  matter  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  House.  Person- 
ally, he  had  a  great  deal  of  sympathy 
with  the  arguments  of  hon.  Grentlemen 
below  the  gangway  opposite,  but  he 
was  bound  to  say  in  fairness  to  the 
Government,  and  in  fairness  to  those 
who  supported  the  course  which  had 
been  taken,  that  the  hon.  Members  wha 
had  spoken  as  representing  London 
constituencies  had  spoken  without  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  facts.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Woolwich  had 
taken  up  a  very  strong  position  in  regard 
to  this  Rill.  The  hon.  Member  said 
that  he  could  not  understand  why  the 
late  leader  of  the  Progressive  Party 
should  stick  up  for  the  Bill.    He  hoped 
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that  he  would  be  able  to  show  to  the 
House  that  his  hon.  friend  in  so 
acting  was  doing  what  was  really 
l)est  for  London,  and  for  the  municipal 
administration  of  the  whole  of  the  sur- 
rounding area.  It  was  lor  that  reason 
lie  supported  the  proposal  of  his  hon. 
friend  that  this  Bill  should  be  allowed  to 
go  upstairs  to  a  Committee. 

Last  year  there  was  a  Bill  before  the 
House,    promoted    by    the    Progressive 
majority  on  the  former  London  County 
<!)ouncil,  to  authorise  that  body  to  provide 
a  bulk  supply  and  to  buy  out  the  existing 
companies  in  London/'    That  Bill  would 
have  enabled  the  County  Council  to  supply 
the  London  borough  councils  at  a  very 
much    cheaper    rate    than    they   could 
«upply    themselves,    and    would    have 
afforded  the  only  arrangement  whereby 
the  chaotic  condition  of  the  present  supply 
could  be  made  to  work  to  the  advantage 
of  the  public;    He  did  not  believe  that 
the  House  realised  the  position  of  London 
in  regard  to  the  supply  of  electricity. 
There  were  no  fewer  than  sixteen  borough 
councils  and  thirteen  different  companies 
which  supplied  electricity  at  present,  each 
of  them  having  their  own  customers. 
As  regarded  the  companies  they  were  all 
purchasable  at  one  time  or  another — in 
1914, 1918,  1921,  1928,  but  all  by  1931. 
A    provision    in    the    Bill  of  last  year 
gave  power  to  the  London  County  Council 
to  purchase   all    these  undertakings  at 
the  dates    at  which  they  fell  due,  and 
the  reason  for  this  was  that  even  with 
the  existing  powers  of  purchase,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  many  of  the  boroughs 
actually  to  exercise  their  power  of  pur- 
chase in  1 931 ,  because  their  areas  were  not 
conterminous  with  the  areas  of  supply 
by  the  companies.     They  had  not  all 
of  them  a  generating  station  and  some  of 
them  had  their  generating  station  outside 
their   area.     It  was   therefore   thought 
advisable  in  the  public  interest  that  in 
1931  there  should  be  one  authority  who 
should  have  control  over  so  large  a  i  area 
so  that  it  migit  buy  the   whole  of  the 
combined  undertakings  when  these  were 
purchasable  in   1931.     It  was  for  this 
purpose  that  the  Bill  of  the  Progressive 
Par&y  in  the  London  County  Council  was 
T>rought  forward.    The  electorate  of  Lon- 
^ion,  however,  had  refused  in  a  very  dis- 
t;inct  and  definite  way  to  authorise  the 
43  ouncil  to  institute'  a  bulk  supply,  and 


immediately  after  the  election  the  Moder- 
ate   majority  in    the    London    County 
Council  practically  said  that  they  would 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
bulk  supply  of  electricity.  He  maintained 
that  the  House  was  bound   to  consider 
this  question  from  a  practical  point  of 
view,  and  to  recognise  that  the  municipal 
authority   in    London    for    the    present 
was  not  willing  to  undertake  anything 
like  the  duties  which  such  a  Bill  would 
have   placed   on   them.     So   those   who 
were  anxious  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  public  thought  it  right  to  ascertain 
whe^er  there  was  any  other  means  of 
attaining  that  end.     He  thought  they 
could,  and  that  if  this  Bill  went  to  a 
Committee  upstairs  with  the  Instruction 
which  had  been  put  on  the  Order  Paper 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  would  come 
back  in  such  a   form  as  would  enable 
the  public  in  a  very  short  distance  of 
time  to  enter  into  possession  of  their 
rights  and  to  supply  electricity  in  bulk. 
He   believed  that  without  endangering 
the  principle  of  ultimate  public  supply 
and  possession  an  immediate  and  cheaper 
supply     could    be     achieved     by    *the 
Bill.    Cheapness  was  absolutely  essential, 
and  that    could    be    attained,    because 
there    was    a    clause    in    the    Bill    to 
establish  what  was  known  as  a  sliding 
scale,  which  would  reduce  the  price   in 
concert  with  increases  in  dividend.     Also 
the     very     fact     that     this     company 
would    have    power    to    compete    with 
other    companies,    would    undoubtedly 
lower  the  price.    He  believed  that  no  one 
in  the  House  would  object  to  that,  but  that 
they  did  object  to  the  borough  councils 
being  placed  in  a  position  of  competition 
with  this  company.     He  certainly  would 
not  vote  for  any  Bill  which  he  thought 
had  any  power  in  it  which  would  destroy 
the  mimicipal  work  carried  on  by  the 
borough  councils.     If  the  Bill  were  care- 
fully   read,   he  believed  that  the  fears 
of  the  borough  councils  in  this  respect 
had   not  the   serious  foimdation  which 
was     represented.       It     was     proposed 
that  the  company  should  not  have  the 
right    to    supply    electricitj     to    small 
customers  without  the  consent  of  the 
borough   councils,    and  if  the   borough 
councils   objected,    the    company   could 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  which, 
after  going  into  the  whole  question  of 
capital  expenditure,  might  over-nile  the 
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objection  as  unreasonable.  But  even 
t'lis  point  could  be  re-considered  by  the 
Committee  upstairs.  He  did  not  see 
how  anyone  could  desire  to  see  the 
borough  councils  displaced  as  long  as 
they  were  doing  good  work.  This  was 
the  first  time  a  Bill  establishing  a 
bulk  supply  had  contained  a  clause  of 
purchase  at  all.  In  1898  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
considered  the  question.  The  London 
County  Council  then  strongly  repre- 
sented that  the  bulk  supply  under- 
takings should  be  purchased,  but  that 
Committee  reported  against  the  pro- 
posal, stating  that  bulk  supply  was  not 
a  proper  subject  for  municipal  control. 
But  they  had  got  in  this  Bill  a  practical 
operative  purchase  clause.  The  main 
difficulty  lay  in  the  fact  that  there  was 
no  authority  which  could  properly  pur- 
chase the  undertakings  at  the  present 
moment,  and  therefore  it  was  desirable 
that  the  Committee  upstairs  should 
establish  the  London  County  Council 
as  an  authority  to  purchase  the  bulk 
supply.  His  hon.  friend  had  said 
that,  the  terms  were  not  good,  but 
the  Committee  upstairs  could  vary 
them.  He  himself  thought  that  the 
terms  were  somewhat  harsh,  and  that 
the  period  before  which  purchase  was  to 
be  made  was  too  long.  The  great  thing, 
however,  was  that  the  company's  under- 
takings were  to  be  purchasable  at  one 
time  or  another.  An  objection  had  been 
raised  as  to  the  possibility  of  this  com- 
pany buying  up  the  existing  companies, 
and  so  becoming  a  great  monopoly. 
That  was  a  matter  with  which  the  Com- 
mittee was  perfectly  capable  of  dealing ; 
but  even  under  the  present  Bill  the 
company  could  not  do  so  without  the 
leave  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  However, 
the  i  Committee  could  strengthen  the 
provisions  of  t  e  Bill  so  as  to 
make  it  absolutely  certain  that  the 
company  could  not  purchase  the  other 
ujidertakings.  That  was  the  position 
in  which  the  London  Members  were 
satisfied  to  let  the  Bill  go  upstairs.  If 
they  allowed  the  present  opportunity 
to  pass  of  practically  securing  to  the 
public  of  London  the  reversion  at  no 
distant  date  of  the  whole  of  the  electrical 
undertakings,  he  thought  they  would  be 
making  a  very  serious  mistake.  It  was 
Mr.  Dickinson. 


for  that  reason  that  he  asked  the  House 
to  give  its  support  to  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  accompanied  with  the  In- 
struction to  be  moved  by  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

*Mr.  BURDETT  -  COUTTS  (West- 
minster) said  that  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  spoken  had  perhaps  better 
expbined  this  Bill  and  the  motives  of 
those  who  promoted  it  than  any  Member 
who  h^d  previously  addressed  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  was  referred  to  some- 
what sneeringly  as  *'  the  late  leader  of 
the  Progressive  Party"  by  speakers 
below  the  gangway,  who  saw  in  him  an 
illustration  of  the  inevitable  tendency 
of  office  to  modify  extreme  opinions- 
It  seemed  to  him.  that  hon.  and  right 
hen.  Gentlemen  on  the  front  bench 
must  feel  that  hon.  Members  belo-w  the 
gangway  had  been  extremely  ungrateful 
to  them,  for  not  recognising  that  these 
proposals  really  constituted  a  Machia- 
vellian scheme  to  convert  the  London 
County  Council  into  the  lighting  authority 
for  the  whole  of  London.  The  process  was 
quite  obvious.  They  could  not  them- 
selves provide  a  supply  of  bulk  electricity, 
but  they  consented  to  the  creation  oi 
a  company  for  that  pui-pose,  in  order 
subsequently  to  purchase  its  business. 
Then  they  would  take  powers  by  th« 
two  other  Bills  to  take  over  the  ri^ts 
now  possessed  by  the  borough  councils. 
In  the  end  they  would  see  the  London 
County  Council  not  only  in  possession  of 
the  revenue  of  all  those  powers,  but 
the  lighting  authority  for  London,  making^ 
it  the  greatest  enployer  of  labour  in 
London,  and  a  machine  which  oonld 
be  manipulated  for  electoral  pnrpodes^ 
by  the  Government  of  the  day.  At 
present  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  voting  on  the  Bill  as  it  was  or  the  Bill 
with  the  proposed  Instruction  attached  to 
it.  It  was  obvious  that  the  Instruction 
giving  the  London  County  Council  powers 
of  purchase  would  be  carried,  and  there- 
fore he  had  to  regard  the  Bill  as  having: 
that  Instruction  attached  to  it.  As  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  who  spoke  for  the  Grovem- 
ment  (Mr.  McKinnon  Wood)  mentioned 
Westminster,  and  did  not  seem  to  be  well 
informed  upon  that  subject,  he  would  state 
what  the  position  was.  Westminster  was. 
possessed  of  powers  of  purchase  under  the 
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Acts  of  1882  and  1888.  The  two  great 
electric  companies  which  supplied  West- 
minster, the  St.  James's  Company  and  the 
Westminster  Company,  combined  in  1905 
to  erect  a  great  generating  and  bulk 
supply  station  for  Westminster,  outside 
its  local  government  area,  in  Mary- 
lebone.  Although  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was '  quite  right  in  saying  that  under 
these  Acts  Westminster  had  no  power 
to  purchase  the  generating  station,  that 
power  was  specifically  given  by  the  Act 
of  1905  authorising  the  station.  The  city 
of  Westminster  was  therefore  in  a  very 
favourable  position,  and  when  those 
powers  matured  could  possess,  both  as  to 
bulk  supply  and  distribution,  a  complete 
self-contained  and  self-controlled  electric 
system.  If  hon.  Members  would 
refer  to  the  Bill  they  would  find 
that  Clause  90  protected  these  powers 
possessed  by  Westminster.  It  wes  very 
explicit,  and  the  question  he  wished 
to  ask  was  what  bearing  had  the  In- 
struction, to  be  moved  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  on  that  clause.  It 
was  a  mandatory  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  confer  permissive  powers 
on  the  London  County  Council,  and 
he  wished  to  know  whether  it  would 
render  Clause  90  cf  this  Bill  nugatory. 
If  it  interfered  with  the  protection 
afEorded  to  Westminster  by  the  clause, 
h3   should  vote  against  the  Bill. 


*SiR  JOHN  BENN  (Devonport)  said 
he  associated  himself  most  fully  with  the 
views  expressed  by  his  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education.  He 
asked  the  House  to  direct  attention  to 
three  points — first,  London  badly  wanted 
a  bulk  supply  of  electricity:  secondly, 
how  was  that  to  be  obtained  ;  and,  thirdly, 
the  opposition  which  had  been  brought 
to  bear  against  this  private  Bill  w  th 
regard  to  bulk  supply.  Those  borough 
councils  who  had  elect  ic:l  under 'aki  gs 
at  present  thought  they  could  supply  it. 
During  the  last  few  years  Committees 
of  both  sides  of  the  House  had  inquired 
into  the  matter,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  present  conditions  of 
generating  electricity  in  London  were 
very  bad.  They  were  put  upon  London 
by  no  Liberal  Cfovemment.  The  system 
oi  splitting  up  London  into  borough 
councils,  and  allowing   them  to  set   up 


!  their  own  electric  stations  on  a  sort  of 
chandlers  shop  system  with  a  single 
eye  to  the  parish  pump  instead  of  to 
the  general  good,  had  led  to  confusion 
of  the  most  distressing  character.  Two 
Parliaments  had  recognised  that  the  only 
way  to  supply  London  "was  in  bulk,  so 
that  by  means  of  a  large  generating 
station  or  one  or  two  stations  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  Metropolis  great  manu- 
facturers might  be  given  a  chance  of 
making  London  fl  urish  by  being  supplied 
with  electricity  at  bottom  prices.  He 
had  hoped  that  great  object  might  be 
achieved  by  municipal  enterprise.  They 
tried  it  in  1906,  when  they  brought  in  a 

I  permissive  Bill  which  left  the  borough 
councils  alone.  The  very  men  who  were 
at  the  back  of  the  opposition  to-night 
prevented  the  passing  of  that  Bill. 
[Cries  of  "  No."]  He  would  not  m^ke 
that  statement  unless  he  were  prepared 
to  fortify  it.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Fulham,  who  seconded  the  rejection  of 
the  present  Bill,  quoted  from  a  document 
which  he  now  held  in  his  hand.  The 
opposition  was  engineered  by  the  borough 
councils  of  London,  and  the  document 
was  signed  by  Mr.  Mansfield  Robinson, 
Clerk  of  the  Shoreditch  Vestry,  the 
same  gentleman  who  engineered  the 
opposition  to  the  municipal  Bill  of 
1906  and  to  the  second  attempt  of  1907. 
Of  course,  the  Members  representing  the 
boroughs  of  London  stood  up  for 
the  borough  council  installations;  but 
he  asked  the  House  to  look  *at 
the  matter  from*  the  wider  point 
of  view.  Some  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  not  had  the  advantage  of 
studying  the  question  from  the  Lon- 
don point  of  view  and  had  not,  as 
some  of  them  had,  devoted  a  long  time 
in  trying  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  dnd 
he  wished  to  tell  them  that  if  they 
followed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wimbledon  into  the  lobby, 
they  would  be  thwarting  municipal 
development.  He  had  to  say  with  the 
greatest  regret  that  the  present  London 
County  Council  would  not  look  at  a 
municipal  settlement.  Supposing  they 
were  on  the  eve  of  another  London 
County  Council  election,  and  that  they 
put  as  the  first  item  on  their  programme, 
another  municipal  electricity  scheme, 
with  £5,000,000  capital,  London  would  not 
look  at  it.   It  was  done  in  the  memorable 
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fight  conducted  by  his  hon.  friend,  and 
for  the  moment  London  would  rot  have 
it.  The  hon.  Member  for  Westminster 
properly  understood  this  measure.  He 
said  it  was  a  Machiavellian  scheme  for 
creating  an  electrical  supply  by  the 
London  County  Council.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  absolutely  right.  If  the  Bill 
were  adopted  with  the  instruction  sug- 
gested by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  he  hoped  and  believed  that  in  the 
fulness  of  time  they  would  have  the  same 
happy  result  as  was  achieved  under  the 
Tramway  Act  of  1870.  That  Act  gave 
companies  free  running  power  in  London 
for  tramways,  but  a  Liberal  Government 
inserted  a  wise  purchase  clause,  and  the 
Act  was  now  called  the  Tramway  Charter. 
After  the  cpmpanies  had  been  running 
some  time,  the  London  County  Council 
stepped  in  and  were  now  establishing  one 
of  the  finest  municipal  tramway  systems. 
They  were  not  able  immediately  to  get 
through  a  municipal  measure  for  the 
bulk  supply  of  electricity,  but,  if  these 
Instructions  were  adopted  with  regard 
to  the  present  Bill,  and  the  purchase 
terms  were  amended  as  they  ought 
to  be,  they  would  have  an  oppor- 
timity  of  doing  with  regard  to 
electricity  what  they  had  done  with 
regard  to  the  tramways.  The  London 
County  Council,  under  the  proposed 
purchase  clause,  would  be  able  to  step 
in  and  possess  themselves  of  another 
heritage,  and  they  would,  he  believed, 
nianage  the  electrical  undertaking  as 
successfully  as  they  had  managed  the 
tramways.  He  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 
He  believed  hon.  Members  would  be 
ill-advised  if  they  voted  against  it  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  thereby 
voting  for  a  municipal  supply  against 
a  company  supply.  Those  who  under- 
stood the  matter  and  desired  to  serve 
London  would  follow  the  proposals  of 
the  front  bench ;  and,  if  that  were 
done,  he  thought  the  time  would  come 
when  this  great  enterprise  would  become 
possessed  by  the  people  of  London  as 
an  addition  to  those  municipal  enter- 
prises which  in  the  past  had  worked 
such  good  for  the  metropolis.  He  en- 
tirely associated  himself  with  the  late 
progressive  leader  of  the  London  County 
Council. 

Sir  John  Benn, 


Mr.  FORSTER  (Kent,  Sevenoaks) 
said  that  as  the  representative  of  a  part 
of  the  county  contiguous  to  the  municipal 
area  of  London  he  had  been  in  some 
doubt  as  to  which  way  his  vote  should 
be  cast,  but  he  was  grateful  to  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  for  having 
removed  any  possible  doubt  in  his  mind. 
He  had  told  them  that  London  was 
anxious  for  a  bulk  supply  of  electricity 
and  that  the  most  desirable  way  in  which 
electricity  could  be  supplied  in  bulk  was 
by  the  creation  of  a  private  company. 

*SiR  JOHN  BENN :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon.  I  said  it  was  the 
only  possible  way  for  the  moment.  I 
think  the  mimicipal  supply  the  most 
desirable. 

Mr.  FORSTER  said  the  hon.  Member 
had  in  his  naind  the  acquisition  of  the 
undertaking  by  the  ^iLondon  County 
Council,  and  would  only  create  it  in  the 
present  case  in  order  that  it  nught  be 
so  acquired. 

*SiR  JOHN  BENN  :  Precisely. 

Mr.  FORSTER  said  they  now  knew 
how  the  matter  stood.    The  hon,  Member 
for  Woolwich  was  perfectly  justified  in 
using  picturesque  language  in  describing 
this.     He  said  it  was  a  Parliamentary 
job,  or  used  an  expression  of  that  kind. 
Would  it  not  have    been  a    little  more 
honest  to  say  they  would  sanction  the 
creation  of  a  private  authority  subse- 
quently to  be  acquired  by  the  London 
County  Council,  but  they  adhered  to  the 
view  they  had  so  oft^n,  so  strongly ,and  so 
consistently    expressed,    that    the    only 
possible  authority  for  the  creation  of  elec- 
tricity in  bulk  was  the  County  Council  ? 
He  remembered  night  after  night,  speech 
after  speech,  on  Bill  aft^r  Bill,  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  took  up  that 
attitude  and  flatly  refused  his  sanction 
to  the  creation  of  companies  for  the  supply 
of    electricity    in    bulk.     It    would    be 
more  honest  of  hon.  Gentlemen  if  they 
made  it  plain  that  they  only  supported  the 
Bill  because  they  intended  to  destroy  the 
company  a*  soon  as  possible.     He  would 
like  to  make  it  plain  why  he  intended, 
now  that  he  understood  the  situation, 
to    vote    against    the.  Second  .Reading. 
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He  at  any  rate  was  consistent.  He  still 
believed  that  the  best  way  of  supplying 
electricity  in  bulk  was  not  by  municipal 
-enterprise,  but  rather  by  private  enter- 
prise or  by  the  creation  of  a  body  ad  hoc. 
He  did  not  believe  the  London  County 
•Council  was  the  best  authority  to  control 
the  supply  of  electricity  in  bulk.  Then 
that  part  of  his  constituency  which  was 
effected  objected  very  strongly  to  being 
brought  under  the  control  of  the  London 
County  Council  in  any  way.  He  did  not 
think  that  even  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
opposite  could  make  it  a  matter  of  blame 
to  them  that  they  should  prefer  that 
local  autonomy  whicli  had  formed  so 
prominent  a  plank  in  the  edifice  of  his 
speeches.  He  entered  a  very  strong 
protest  against  the  line  which  had  been 
taken  by  supporters  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  pity  that  the  President 
•of  the  Board  of  Trade  did  not  make  it 
clear  sooner  tbat  the  whole  object  of 
the  Bill  and  of  the  Instruction  that  he 
had  put  down  was  that  the  company 
which  they  were  creating  should  be 
•destroyed  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
His  constituents  thought  they  would  be 
better  off  if  the  Bill  did  not  pass. 

*The  president  op  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee)  said  he 
"was  very  sorry  indeed  for  the  position  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  found 
liimself.  He  had  made  a  very  excellent 
And  charming  speech,  with  his  usual 
^fts  of  humour  and  flexibility,  and  they 
a11  knew  that  the  views  he  put  forward 
on  these  subjects  were  soundly  and 
sincerely  democratic.  But  what  was 
the  company  in  which  his  hon.  friend 
found  himself  ?  The  hon.  Member  for 
Sevenoaks  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wimbledon.  What  an 
imholy^alliance !  What  a  strange  com- 
bination to  fight  for  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  London  !  He  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  him  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  counsel  them  to 
send  the  Bill  up  for  examination  by  a 
■Committee.  There  were  three  Bills  and 
three  Instructions  had  been  put  down 
in  regard  to  them.  They  could  only 
discuss  one  Bill,  but  they  ought  not  to 
overlook  the  other  two,  because  the 
three  Bills  were  inter-related,  and  they 
proposed  to  ask  the  House  to  apply  a 
common  policy  in  regard  to  all  three. 


He  had  taken  the  advice  of  many  of  those 
who,  on  other  subjects,  had  always  on 
previous  occasions  voiced  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  late  Progressive 
members  of  the  County  Council  and  who 
at  pjesent  voiced  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  Liberal  Members  for 
London.  It  was  in  consultation  with 
them  that  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
adopted  the  policy  of  counselling  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  subject  to  examination  by 
Committee,  and  thus  to  afford  every 
facility  for  existing  private  enterprise 
and  for  those  who  now  nought  the 
sanction  of  Parliamentary  authority  to 
develop  the  best  possible  system  of 
electrical  supply  for  London,  and  to 
arrange  for  the  transference  of  that 
supply  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
to  the  government  of  London.  At 
present  there  were  sixty-six  different 
generating  stations  in  the  London  area, 
and  fifty-five  main  distributing  centres. 
The  price  of  electricity  in  this  city  was 
on  the  average  l-38d.  over  the  whole 
area.  Th^t  was  considerably  more  than 
double  as  much  as  the  price  in  New- 
castle, and  yet  the  size  of  London  and 
the  area  would  make  it  possible,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  expert  engineers  whose 
opinion  he  had  consulted,  to  make 
the  cheapest  possible  supply.  The  in- 
dustries of  London  were  specially  suited 
to  derive  benefit  from  the  cheap  supply 
of  electricity.  This  new  plan  in  its 
general  aspects  proposed  to  estabHsh 
a  great  outside  tap,  by  which  through 
the  agency  of  the  existing  distributing 
centres,  the  mains  of  London  could  be 
flushed  with  cheaper  electricity,  and 
railways,  canals,  and  navigation  could 
be  supplied.  The  whole  intention 
of  this  proposal  was  that  there  would 
be  a  superior  economy  from  the  pro- 
duction in  bulk.  That  superior  economy 
was  derived  from  the  great  scale  of  pro- 
duction, from  the  advantage  of  possessing 
modem  plant,  and  above  all  from  the 
great  advantage  of  having  ocean-borne 
coal  delivered  in  the  close  proximity 
of  the  generating  station.  He  had 
heard  it  said  that  the  cheapness  resulting 
from  this  proposal  would  not  reach  the 
small  consumers.  He  did  not  think 
this  production  in  bulk  could  be  carried 
out  without  benefiting  the  small  as 
well  as  the  large  consumer.     The  price 
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Charged  would  be  subject  to  periodical 
revision  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
could  eventually  compel  the  under- 
takers to  pass  on  any  general  benefit 
they  received  in  the  course  of  time  to  the 
consumer.  He  did  not  think  it  possible 
to  flush  London  with  cheap  electricity 
without  that  benefit  reaching  the  small 
consumers.  An  hon.  Member  had  said  that 
this  did  not  promise  to  give  a  cheap 
supply.  It  promised  to  give  a  supply 
of  bulk  electricity  at  half  the  prices 
which  ruled  in  the  Metropolis  at  the 
present  time.  Of  course,  he  did  not 
say  whether  it  would  perform  that  pro- 
mise, but  the  Committee  would  decide 
that  point.  All  he  could  say  was  that 
all  the  ordinary  harnessing  apparatus 
for  controlling  private  enterprise  accord- 
ing to  modem  ideas  was  in  full  operation 
in  the  Bill.  The  maximum  prices  were 
fixed,  and  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  than  had 
ever  been  specified  in  any  Bill  before ; 
there  was  compulsion  to  supply,  and  the 
usual  limitation  of  dividends  by  a  sliding 
scale  ;  and  in  order  to  ensure  that  it  was 
not  a  bogus  enterprise  it  was  provided 
that  the  whole  enterprise  should  lapse 
unless  £600,000  was  subscribed  in  the 
first  year,  and  unless  substantial  progress 
was  made  in  the  second.  The  opposition 
to  the  Bill  came  from  two  very  different 
sources.  It  came  from  those  who  on 
perfectly  sincere  grounds  and  on  grounds 
of  regulated  opinion  were  opposed  to 
private  enterprise  of  any  kind.  It  came 
from  those  who  voiced  the  narrowest 
selfishness  of  minor  localities.  It  was 
those  who  were  arrayed  against  them  in  an 
\infortxmate  and  miscreated  alliance. 
The  borough  councils  had,  no  doubt,  ren- 
dered great  services,  and  he  would 
be  the  lest  in  the  world  to  urge  the 
House  to  speak  ungratefully  of  them. 
But  a  borough  council  could  not  claim 
immunity  from  all  competition  which 
most  improvements  created.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Fulham  had  spoken  of  the 
purchase  terms.  They  were  not  com- 
mitted to  those  purchase  terms.  All  he 
suggested  to  the  House  was  that  they 
should  have  these  terms  thoroughly 
scrutinised  by  a  trustworthy  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  He  did  not  submit 
them  to  the  House  with  the  imprimatur 
of  the  Government  bench  at  aU  ;  but 
never  before  had  any  purchase  clause 
been  inserted  in  a  bulk  supply  Bill  which 

Mr,  Churchill, 


had  been  passed.    In  addition  to  that 
they  must  remember  that  they  were  not 
dealing  with  a  brand  new  area,  but  with 
an  area  already  fully  occupied,  in  which 
the  operation  of  the  new  supply  authority 
would  be  very  strictly  guarded  in  refer- 
ence  to   the   interests   of   the    existmg 
occupants  of  the  groimd.    He  agreed  that 
the  transference  which  the  hon.  Member 
for    Sevenoaks    had     referred    to    was 
necessary  and  desirable.     The  enterprise 
would  really  not  involve  any  very  serious 
or  complicated  financial  operation.    As 
to  the  attitude  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
the    matter,    they    were    charged    with 
particular    duties    with    regard    to   the 
Bill.    The  Board  of  Trade  was  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  party  officer  who  for 
the  moment  represented  it.     The  Board 
of  Trade  was  a  great  accumulation  of 
valuable  knowledge ;  it  was  an  immense 
ramification  of  machinery  all  over  the 
country,  operating  and  intervening  under 
every  conceivable  condition  in  the  numer- 
ous stages  of  the  daily  life  and  labour  of 
the  people.      From  the  point    of    view 
of    the    Board    of   Trade,    when    they 
approached    questions    like     this    they 
were  compelled  to  see  in  the  foreground 
two     main     facts — the     greatness     of 
London  and  the  importance  of  a  cheap 
supply    of    electricity.    They     saw  tli 
greatest   city   in   the    world,    with  six 
millions  of  people;  the  greatest  manu- 
facturing centre  ;    the  greatest  port,  the 
greatest  centre  of  himian  activity.    They 
saw  six  millions  of  people  living   under 
conditions    of   the    highest    artificiality, 
and  following  these  facts  from  a  purely 
non-party  point  of  view,  whether  col- 
lectivist  or  individualistic.  Moderate  or 
Progressive,  capital  or  labour,  they  saw 
that  to  all  these  millions,  rich  and  pow 
alike,  whether  in,  their  units  or  in  com- 
bination, cheap  and  abundant  electricity 
was  scarcely  less  important  than  cheap 
and  abundant  food.     By  all   means  let 
them    discuss    the    true    principles    of 
municipal    government,    but    let    them 
not  deny  the  assistance  which   applied 
science  alone    could   give   to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people   for  whose  welfare 
they  were  responsible.    Any  hon.  Member 
who  stood  between  this   great   city  of 
London     and     an    absolutely  ^  modem 
and  uniform  system  of  electric  supply 
would  run  the  gravest  risk  and  assume 
the  gravest  responsibility.     This  was  the 
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fifth  successive  year  in  which  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  furnish  London  with  a 
bulk  supply.  Huge  sums  of  money  had 
been  spent  on  fruitless  proceedings. 
The  uncertainty  had  hung  like  a  pall 
all  the  time  over  electrical  enterprise. 
The  initiative  of  private  promoters  had 
been  seriously  discouraged.  Nothing  had 
been  done  for  five  years.  Meanwhile, 
municipal  enterprise  had  not  advanced 
to  fill  the  gap,  and  there  was  no  immediate 
prospect  that  it  would  advance.  In  these 
circumstances,  the  House  of  Commons 
would  take  a  very  grave  decision  if  it 
swept  out  of  court  the  elaborate  pro- 
posals now  put  forward  without  allowing 
them  to  receive  the  detailed  attention 
that  only  an  impartial  Conmiittee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  could  give.  He  could 
not  conceive  it  being  argued  that  a  rush 
was  being  made  upon  the  House  by 
private  individuals  and  corporations  to 
grab  concessions  against  the  common- 
wealth for  the  exploitation  of  private 
interests.  In  1903  the  number  of  Private 
Bills  deposited  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  188,  and  in  succeeding  years  the 
numbers  were  159,  131,  151,  and  102, 
an  average  for  the  period  of  147.  In 
the  present  year  only  ninety-eight  such 
Bills  had  been  deposited.  This  was  the 
smallest  number  of  Private  Bills  deposited 
in  a  session.  Was  it  reasonable  to  contend 
that  the  House  could  be  accused  of  being 
unduly  lax  in  regard  to  the  private 
enterprises  put  before  them  ?  Hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  Labour  benches  were  quite 
consistent ;  they  were  against  private 
enterprise  in  any  form,  and  in  favour  of 
organised  commimal  enterprise  not  carried 
on  for  profit.  But  what  was  to  happen 
in  the  years  intervening  between  the 
disappearance  of  private  enterprise 
and  the  time  when  communal  enter- 
prise was  to  reign  supreme  through- 
out the  land  ?  He  submitted  to  the 
House  that  they  would  take  a  grave 
responsibility  if  they  dismissed  this  great 
enterprise  of  solid  material  advantage  to 
London  without  allowing  it  to  be  ex- 
amined by  a  Committee.  He  would  not 
be  doing  his  duty  in  the  office  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  hold  if  he  did  not 
put  this  counsel  before  the  House.  After 
all,  every  one  was  giving  up  something. 
The  Moderates  acquiesced  in  the  roposal 
to  place  upon  the  County  Council  ulti- 
mately the  ownership  of  this  large  under- 


taking. The  companies  themselves  had 
acquiesced  in  the  transfer.  Those  who 
had  been  Progressive  leaders  had  come 
to  believe  that  this  scheme  was,  on  the 
whole,  in  the  interest  of  the  great  com- 
mmiity  which  they  had  represented. 
The  opposition  to  the  Bill  had  not  been 
on  broad  principles,  but  of  highly 
organised  minor  interests.  He  earnestly 
appealed  to  the  House  that  the  measure 
might  proceed. 

Mr.    ROWLANDS:       Take    off    the 
Government  Whips  then. 

*Mr.  CHURCHILL  asked  if  the  hon. 
Member  felt  that  he  would  not  vote 
according  to  his  conscience  if  the  Grovem- 
nient  Whips  were  telling  ?  He  did  not 
think  they  should  allow  themselves  to- 
rise  to  any  tragic  height  of  tension  in 
this  matter.  The  proposition  before  them 
was  a  very  simple  one.  It  was,  whether 
they  should  allow  a  proposal  of  this 
character  to  be  examined  carefully  and 
properly  by  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
reserving  to  themselves  the  fullest  right 
of  rejection  on  Third  Reading  if,  after 
that  examination,  it  did  not  suit  their 
views,  or  whether  they  should,  without 
even  investigating  the  proposal,  cast 
aside  the  last  attempt,  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  either  private  or  muni- 
cipal, to  provide  London  with  a  bulk 
supply  of  electricity.  A  Committee  of 
that  House  two  years  ago  examined  the 
whole  question.  They  reported  that- 
the  need  of  a  bulk  supply  for  London 
was  imporcant  and  pressing.  If  the- 
House  were  to  reject  this  measure  on. 
Second  Read  ng,  the  need  would  still 
continue  important,  but  it  would  press 
no  more. 

Mr.  LYITELTON  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  congratulated  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  having  enun- 
ciated what  he  thought  was  a  most 
excellent  principle  on  this  subject — a 
principle  which  they  had  always  heard 
contradicted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  and  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
He  supposed  that  the  Party  on  that  side 
of  the  House  had  maintained  that  no  more 
excellent  way  of  contributing  to  the  public 
service  could  be  found  than  in  such 
enterprises  as  this ;  first,  a  private 
company  with  a  limitation,  if  they  liked,. 
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of  dividend,  as  in  the  case  of  the  gas 
companies,  a  sliding  scale  to  secure 
prices,  and,  ultimately,  purchase  bj* 
^ome  public  authority,  not  necessarily 
the  County  Council.  He  believed,  him- 
self, that  that  was  a  sound  view,  and  he 
was  delighted  that  they  had  found  so 
able  a  convert  to  it  as  the  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down. 
At  the  present  moment  he  might  con- 
gratulate his  own  side  of  the  House  on 
having  secured  from  the  Government 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  principle 
which  they  had  long  opposed.  There 
was  one  question  put  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  by  the  h6n.  Mem- 
ber for  Westminster,  to  which  he 
himself  had  endeavoured  to  get  an 
answer  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
before  he  began  his  peroration,  and  to 
which,  he  thought,  the  House  was  en- 
titled to  an  answer,  because  it  might  have 
a  material  effect  on  this  case.  The  In- 
struction which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  to  move  was  a  matter  of  business  not 
a  matter  of  rhetoric.  It  was  to  include 
in  the  Bill  a  provision  conferring  purchas- 
ing powers  on  the  London  County  Council. 
His  hon.  friend  had  spoken  against  that 
Instruction  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  West- 
minster because  Westminster  had  a 
special  interest  in  the  existing  supply 
which  was  safeguarded  by  Clause  90 
in  the  Bill.  The  question  which  his  hon 
friend  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  did  he  mean  by  hi$  Instruction 
to  put  aside  Clause  90  or  did  he  not  ? 
Did  he  mean  that  in  any  case  in  1931 
the  London  County  Council  should 
become  the  purchasing  authority,  and 
did  he  intend  to  sweep  aside  the  provision 
which  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  and  the 
House  of  Lords  had  inserted  in  favour  of 
the  City  of  Westminster  ?  At  present 
Westminster  had  the  power  in  1930  to 
buy  out  two  large  electric  lighting  com- 
panies within  its  area,  and  also  power 
to  buy  the  generating  station  at  Maryle- 
bone  so  as  to  give  the  City  of  West- 
minster the  ability  to  have  an  entirely 
self-contained  electric  supply.  In  his 
judgment  this  raised  a  very  important 
point.  He  himself  thought  it  would  be 
entirely  wrong  that  in  1931  the  London 
County  Council  should  be  the  purchasing 
authority  when  it  was  unnecessary  that 
it  should  be  so.  The  City  of  Westminster 
-was  a  very  large  and  rich  area,  with  a 
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very  able  corporation,  quite  capable  of 
managing  its  own  affairs,  and  it  had  a 
fully  equipped  electric  supply  plant. 
Surely  then,  it  ought  not  to  be  invaded 
by  the  County  Council.  That  was  not 
in  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
City  of  Westminister  nor  in  the  interests 
of  the  ratepayers  of  London. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  that  the  In- 
struction made  it  mandatory  on  the 
Committee  to  arrange  for  the  transference 
to  the  County  Council  of  all  the  powers 
which  exist  or  which  the  Bill  would 
confer  on  the  promoters. 

Mil  LYTTELTON  said  he  understood 
that  the  Committee  upstairs  was  not  to 
have  the  right  to  consider  whether  the 
rights  that  had  been  conferred  on  the 
City  of  Westminster  by  two  statutes 
were  to  be  maintained  or  not.  If  that 
was  really  the  decision  of  the  Grovetn- 
ment  then  he  did  not  see  how  the  pro- 
posal could  be  accepted  for  a  moment 
Unquestionably  it  raised,  in  the  acutest 
form,  the  position  he  had  desired  to  take 
and  he  would  have  to  reconsider  it. 


Mr.  JOHN  WARD  said  he  wished  to 
make  one  or  two  observations,  particularly 
one  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — that  there  was  no 
particular  principle  involved  in  this 
Bill,  and  that  what  they  ought  to  do  was 
to  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading  and 
send  it  to  Committee  upstairs  and  then 
pass  judgement  on  the  Committee's 
Report.  That  advice  would  absolutely 
stultify  the  position  of  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers when  the  Bill  came  down  to  the 
House  from  the  Committee  upstairs. 
He  remembered  that  when  the  Second 
Reading  of  a  suburban  Water  Bill  wa^ 
before  the  House  they  were  told  that  it 
was  only  necessary  to  send  it  upstairs 
when  the  Committee  would  make  everr 
inquiry 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Questioii 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Digitized  by  LnOOQlC 


1881        London  and  District         {30  July  1908}      Electricity  Supply  Bill.      ISSi 
The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  156  ;  Noes,   70.     (Division   List  No.  237.) 

AYES. 


Abraham*  William  (Rhondda) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F. 

Ainsworth,  Johii  Stirling 

A8quith,Rt.Hon.HerbertHenry 

BalcarreA,  Lord 

Balf  our,Rt  Hn.A.  J.(atyLond. ) 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Banner,  John  J.  Harmood- 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Baring,Capt.Hn.  G(Winchester 

Beauchamp,  E. 
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Brooke,  Stopford 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
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^         Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Clough,  William 

Coates,Major  E.F.  (Lewisham ) 
^         Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,Sir  W.Howell(Bristol,S. 
^  Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.(Invemes8-8h.) 

Dickinson,  W.H(St.Pancras,N. 
[         Duckworth,  James 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
'  Dnnne,Maj  or  E.Martin(  Walsall 

'  Elibanlc,  Master  of 

L  Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 
'  Fell,  Arthur 

Ferens,  T.  R. 
i  Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 


Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Glad8tone,Rt.  Hn. Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Gretton,  John 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harcourt ,  Rt.  Hn  .L.  (Rossendale 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Johnson,  W.,  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jones,  William(Camavon8hire 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Xjaidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell.  Charles  Henry 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
McCallimi,  John  M. 
McKenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald- 
McLaren,  Sir  C  B.  (Leicester) 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Marks.  G.  Croydon(Launceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Masterman,  C  F.  G. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middle  brook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Montague,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Nicholson, Charles  N.(Donca8t'r 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,HerbertPike(  Darlington 


Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden  ,. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Centra'*' 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea.  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs» 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland  )t 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seaverns,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B. 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Chesh.  )• 
Staveley-HilUHenry  (Staft'sh. 
St^wart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe> 
Tennant,Sir  Edward(Salisbury 
Tomkinson,  James 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E.(Clackmnnnan 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry,  A. 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,Rt  Hn.SirThomasP. 
Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wibon,  Henry  J.  (York.  W.R.> 
Wint^rton,  Earl 
Wodehouse,  Lord 
Wood,  T.  McKinnon 
Younger,  George 

Tbllbbs  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Claude  Hay  and  Mr.  Burdett- 
Contts. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Bethell,Sir  J.H.(E8sex,Romf  rd 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cave,  Greorge 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 


Cleland,  J.  R. 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Collins,Sir  Wm.O  .(S.Panrca8,W 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH  (Su8sex,E.Grin8t'd 

Crooks,  William 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 


Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Harcourt,Robert  V.  (Montrose^ 
Harvey,  W.E.  (Derbyshire,N.E. 
Halsam,  IjCwIs  (Monmouth) 
Hemmerde,  Edward  G«orge 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
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Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hodi^e,  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jenkins,  J. 
Jowett.  F.  W. 

Lardner,James  Cam'ge  Riishe 
Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancra8,E. 
Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex.Harwich 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Macdonald,  J.  R  (Leicester) 
MacNiell,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
Mac Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 


Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East)       | 
Nicholls,  George 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)       I 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  X. ) 
O'Malley,  William  i 

Radford,  G.  H.  , 

Richards.T.F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n  | 
Roberts,  G.  H  (Norwich)  i 

Rober8ton,SirG.Scott(Bradrrd  I 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of  I 

Rowlands,  J.  ' 

Seddon,  J. 

Smith,F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton) 
Snowden,  P, 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 


Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxieth) 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 

Wadswotth,  J. 

Walker,  H  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan ) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— Mr. 
Timothy  Da  vies  and  Mr. 
Pickersgill. 


Question  put  accordingly,  **  That  the 
^ood  *now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


The  House  divided : — Ayes,  138;  Noes, 
90.    (Division  List  No.  238.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Ac  land,  Francis  Dyke 
Acland-Hood,RtHn  Sir  Alex.F 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
A8quith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Balfour,RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Baring,  CaptHn.G( Winchester 
B^auchamp,  £. 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,Sir  J.  William8(Devonp'rt 
Benn,W.(TVr  Hamlets,  S.Geo. 
Berridge,  TH.  D. 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brodie,  HC 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Causton,RtHn. Richard  Knight 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Ohurchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S 
Clough,  William 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifiou) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunne,Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
GJbb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Glad8tone,RtHn  Herbert  John 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Haldane,  Rt  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harcourt,  RtHnL  (Rossendale 


AYES. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.(Rochdale) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  William(Camarvon8hire 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  Greorge 

Lever,  A.Levy(E883x,Harwich) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  H^nry 

Macnamara.  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
,  M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
1  M*I^ren,  Sir  C  B.  ^Leicester) 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Launceston) 
,  Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Ma3terman,  C  F.  G. 

Micklera,  Nathaniel 
I  Middlebrook,  »Villiam 
\  Molteno,  Percy  Alpoi-t 
I  Mond,  A. 
,  Mooney,  *. .  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
I  Morrell.  Philip* 
I  Morse,  L  L. 
'  Nicholson.Charles  N(Donca8t'*r 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
i  O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo.  N.) 

O'Malley.  William 

Paul  ton.  James  Mellor 

Pease.Herbert  Pike  (Darlington 

Price,  C.  E  (Eiinb'gh,  Central) 


Rainy.  A.  Rolland 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Rusaell  (Scarboro' 

Roberts,  Charles  H. (Lincoln) 

Roberts,Sir  John  H(Denbifi*B ) 

Rob3rtson,Sir  GScott<Bradfivl 

Robson,  Sir  \^liam  SnowdoJ 

Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walto* 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(Clevelaifcl) 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw.  Charles  Edw.(Stafiord) 

Shaw,Rt  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon  John 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackensie 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H  Y. 

Stanley,  Hn  A.Lyulph(Chedi ) 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Strachey.  Sir  Edward 

Strauss,' E  A.  (Abingdon) 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxtet» 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radclif: ) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,  RtHn.E.(Clackinanns3 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry,  A. 

Whitley,  JohnHenry  (Halifax^ 

Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomisP- 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  Llewelyn(Carm'rth'n 

Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W  * 

Wilson,  Henry  J.(Yoik,W.B.) 

Wodehouse,  Lord 

Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Tellbrs  for  thb   Ay«»— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 

Elibank. 
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Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

B3thelI,Sir  J.H(E888X,Romf  rd 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brid^eman,  W.  Clive 

Burdett-Contts,  W. 

Byles,  Wdliam  Pollard 

€arlile.  E.  Hildred 

<^av3,  George 

C^cil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

•Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,E.) 

■Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

■Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

€leland,  J.  W. 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Coates,  Major  E.F.(L3wisharn) 

<JooT>er,  G.  J. 

€orb3tt,C  H(Su88ex,E.Grin9t*d 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Crooks,  William 

Davi28,Sir  W.How3ll(Brictol,S. 

Du  CroB,  Arthur  Philip 

Edwams,  Clement  (Bsnbigh) 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radno»*) 

EsRex,  R.  W. 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Olendinning,  R.  G. 


{30  July  1908} 
NOES. 


(Appropriation)  Bill.         1836 


Groddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gretton,  John 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montro8e) 

Harvey,  W.E.(I)3rby3hire,N.E. 

Haslam,  Lawis  (Monmouth) 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  G.^orgs 

H3nderson,  Arthur( Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hodge,  John 

Houston,  Rob2rt  Paterson 

Hudson,  Walter 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jow.^tt,  F.  W. 

Lardner,  Jam  3S  Carrige  Rushe 

L?a,Hugh  Cecil(St.Pancrtt8,E.) 

Lorsdalc,  John  Brownlee 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lytt?lton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Macdonald.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

MacNeill,  John   Gordon   Swift 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nield,  Herbart 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 


Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 

Rowlands,  J. 

Salter,  Arthur  Clarell 

Seddon,  J- 

Smith,  F.E.(Liv3rpool,WaUon) 

Snowden,  P. 

Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'ah. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Summ3rb3ll,  T. 

Talbot,  Lord  E  (Chich?<?ter) 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker,  H.  Da  R.  (Leicester) 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Ward.John(Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Wair,  James  Galloway 

White,  J.  D.  Dumbartonshre) 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Winterton,  Earl 

Younger,  George 

Tellbbs  fob  the  Nobs — ^Mr. 
Pickersgill,  and  Mr.  Timothy 
Davies. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION)  BILL. 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Question, 
*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
-time,"  resumed. 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  hoped  every- 
i^hing  he  said  would  appeal  to  their 
instincts  of  humanity.  He  wished  to 
express  his  regret  that  the  Prime  Minister 
did  not  think  it  consistent  with  his  duty 
to  allow  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill  to  pass  without 
the  intrusion  of  other  business.  He 
wished  to  direct  attention  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  women  now  undergoing 
sentences  of  imprisonment  for  various 
offences  connected  with  the  woman 
suffrage  movement.  These  women 
wished,  rightly  or  wrongly,  to  make 
certain  alterations  in  the  constitution 
for  which  the  majority  of  the  House  had 
already  voted.     They  might  have  acted 


illegally,  but  they  should  be  located  as 
political  offenders  and  not  as  ordinary- 
criminals.  They  were  suffering  indigni- 
ties that  he  had  no  notion  of  until  ho 
saw  a  letter  from  an  old  Member  of  the 
House  describing  the  treatment  meted 
out  to  his  daughter.  He  had  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  these  ladies  in  which 
there  was  a  pathos  and  a  dignity  which 
must  appeal  to  their  hearts,  because, 
whether  they  liked  speeches  in  Palace 
Yard  or  not,  they  certainly  did  not 
like  cowardly  and  vindictive  treatment  of 
women  who  were  as  honourable  as  any 
in  the  land.  This  lady,  whom  he  did  not 
know,  said  they  did  not  complain  of 
their  treatment,  for  to  them  the  supremo 
wrong  was  that  in  the  twentieth 
centurv  it  should  be  necessary  for  women 
to  suffer  as  they  were  doing  for  citizen 
rights.  The  Home  Secretary's  replies  to 
Questions  were  not  accurate.  The  clothinr 
was  very  badly  washed,  especially  the 
stockings,  and  one  was  in  constant  fear 
of  infection.  The  outer  clothes  were 
not  washed  and,  as  there  was  no  lining 
in  the  bodice,  the  serge,  which  might  have 
been  already  worn  by  dozens  of  prisoners, 
was  in  actual  contact  with  the  naked 
skin.       It  was  quite  untrue  that  new 
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shoes  were  given.  When  this  lady  went 
to  prison  she  spent  quite  a  long  time 
hunting  through  a  basket  full  of  old 
shoes,  most  unpleasant  to  touch  and 
smell,  for  a  pair  likely  to  fit  her  and 
finally  had  to  take  odd  ones,  one  being 
without  a  heel.  It  was  not  the  case  that 
all  the  prisoners  were  in  good  health,  one 
being  in  the  isolation  ward,  suffering  from 
measles,  probably  contracted  in  prison. 
They  had  all  been  stripped  in  the  pre- 
sence of  warders  and  searched  as  if  they 
were  convicted  thieves.  That  was  the 
worst  they  had  to  endure.  After  that 
hardly  anything  else  mattered.  That 
was  a  very  pathetic  and  shocking  letter. 
Did  a  lady  of  high  culture,  ability  and 
good  position,  no  matter  what  she  had 
done,  deserve  that  punishment,  or  did 
they  liketo  see  women  punished  in  that  way 
whom  they  would  receive  in  their  drawing- 
rooms  and  who  were  guilty  of  no  moral 
offence  ?  No  other  torture  was  compar- 
able to  this.  These  women  were  kept  from 
all  knowledge  of  their  friends.  They  were 
deprived  of  their  boots  and  only  allowed 
to  read  after  five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
For  highly  cultured,  sensible  women  this 
was  almost  sufficient  to  drive  them  into  a 
lunatic  asylum.  Without  saying  whether 
he  approved  of  their  action  or  not  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  under  a 
Christian  Grovemment  such  treatment 
in  dealing  with  women  was  outrageous. 
These  women  were  only  trying  to 
get  the  ordinary  rights  of  citizenship. 
One  lady  who  had  written  to  him  said 
that  the  shoes  supplied  to  them  were  so 
wretched  that  the  nails  used  to  rise  up  in 
them  and  pierce  the  soles  of  her  feet, 
and  walking  about  became  really  torture. 
The  conditions  were  rendered  worse  by 
the  orders  to  which  they  were  subjected. 
For  these  women  such  treatment  was 
absolutely  wrong,  because  after  all  their 
object  was  only  to  reform  society  and 
make  the  body  pohtic  better  than  it  was. 
Why  should  they  be  degraded  in  this 
way  ?  If  would  be  enough  for  his  pur- 
pose if  hon.  Members  would  take  to  heart 
what  he  said,  and  he  would  not  delay  the 
House.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  state 
that  for  the  mere  chance  of  speaking 
these  few  words  he  had  stayed  in  London 
two  days  longer  instead  of  going  over 
to  Ireland,  because  he  could  not 
have  enjoyed  his  holidays  if  he  ihad 
not  raised  his  voice   to    condemn  such 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill. 


action  as  he  had  complained  of,  action 
not  worthy  of  this  country.  There 
was  another  question  in  regard  to  which 
he  had  given  the  Home  Secretary  plenty 
of  notice — ^he  referred  to  flogging  as  a 
punishment  in  prisons.  A  number 
of  sentences  of  flogging  had  recently 
been  given  by  Judges  in  rega^  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  thought  it 
necessary  to  exercise  the  prerogative 
of  the  Grown.  They  did  not  know  half 
the  horrors  in  regard  to  what  went  on 
under  this  system  of  flogging.  It  was 
very  painful  to  him  to  read  such  cases. 
He  had  taken  special  means  to  find  out 
what  the  ordinary  flogging  in  a  prison 
consisted  of,  and  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  it  was  a  very  shocking 
affair.  A  triangle  was  fixed  up,  the 
prisoner's  legs  and  feet  were  tightly 
bound  to  the  arms  of  the  triangle  and 
there  was  attached  a  pulley  and  cords 
and  two  leather  handcuffs,  and  die 
body  was  drawn  up.  The  cat -o' -nine 
tails  was  a  whip  with  a  very  long  handle 
and  nine  cords,  one-sixteenth  of  an 
inch  thick,  and  at  the  end  they  were 
not  waxed  but  tied  together  by  hard, 
strong  strings.  Flogging  with  the  cat-o'- 
nine  tails  had  been  utterly  abolished  in 
Scotland,  it  was  not  known  in  Ireland, 
where  no  Judge  would  inffict  such  punish- 
ment. In  England  it  was  only  permitted 
in  two  classes  of  offence,  namely,  for 
attacks  on  the  Sovereign  and  for  offence 
under  the  Garrotting  Act  —  robbery 
with  violence.  It  was  well  known  that 
two-thirds  of  the  Judges  of  England 
would  never  inflict  the  penalty  of  the 
lash  under  any  circumstances,  and  they 
had  often  protested  against  it.  Flogging 
had  been  denounced  in  the  strongest 
possible  language  in  that  House.  It 
had  been  denounced  by  an  ex-Home 
Secretary,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
who,  in  every  case  of  a  prisoner  sentenced 
to  the  penalty  of  the  lash  never  allowed 
it  to  be  carried  into  operation  without 
carefully  weighing  the  evidence  of  the 
case,  and  he  generally  reversed  the 
decision.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
once  said  he  would  never  forgive  himself 
if  he  allowed  the  sentence  of  the  lash 
to  be  inflicted  upon  a  man  where  there 
was  the  slightest  possibility  of  his  being 
innocent,  because  the  pimishment  was 
inhuman,  and  made  the  person  who  was 
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punished  never  have  the  spirit  of  a  man 
again.     The  present  Prime  Minister  got 
up  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  28th 
March,  1900,  and  said  that  in  all  cases 
would  wish  the  lash  never  to  be  inflicted, 
because  it  was  a  punishment  in   which 
the .  moral    degradation    of    the    man 
after  its  infliction  was  irremediable.  That 
was  on  a  Bill  which  authorised  flogging, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  rejected  it 
by  100,  expressing  at  the  same  time  its 
strong    disapproval    of   the    penalty   of 
the  lash.     At  Cardifi  assizes  last  month 
fourteen    prisoners    were    sentenced    to 
various    terms    of    imprisonment    and 
various   inflictions   of   the   lash.     When 
he  heard  of  those  sentences  he  immedia- 
ately  sent  a  special  messenger  to  the 
Home  Secretary  in  order  if  possible  to 
have  the  punishment  stayed.     He  im- 
pressed upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  in  none  of  these  cases  should  the 
lash  be   inflicted   mitil  he  had  himself 
looked  into  the  circumstances.     In  his 
judgment  flogging  was  more  degrading  than 
death.    He  would  rather  be  put  to  death 
than  be  flogged.  If  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal  had  been  in  operation  when  these 
fourteen    men    were    sentenced    it    was 
C3rtain  that  the  convictions  would  have 
been  quashed  because  there  was  no  legal 
evidence   of   violence.     They   were   sen- 
tenced in  March,  in  the  first  week  of 
April  they  were  flogged,  and  the  appeal 
court  was  not  constituted  until  the  18th 
April.     There  was,  therefore,  no  remedy 
except  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Home  Secretary,  who  was  the  depository 
of  the  prerogative  of  mercy  exercised  by 
the  Crown.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  stated  that  he  would  not  interfere 
in  such  cases  now  that  there  was  a  court 
to   which  a  prisoner  could  appeal.     In 
reference  to  that  matter  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman    was   mistaken.     The   appeal 
would  be  on  a  mere  matter  of  law,  and 
the    discretion   of  the   Judge  would   be 
rarely,  if  ever,  ijitcrfered  with  in  cases 
of  flogging.     The  Home  Secretary  had  a 
higher  privilege  than  even  a  Judge  or  the 
Court  of  Appeal.    He  was  able  to  pass 
over     mere     technicalities,     and,     after 
taking    into    consideration    all    circum- 
stances, advise  the  exercise  of  the  Royal 
prerogative.    He    regretted    that    since 
tlie  right  h<m.  Gentleman's  rigme  began 
there  had  been  a  considerable  increase 
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in  the  infliction  of  flogging  for  ofEences 
in  jail. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
STONE,  Leeds,  W.) :    No.i 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  it  ap- 
peared from  the  last  Report  that  there 
were  seventy  of  these  sentenoes,  and  that 
only  three  were  remitted.  'He  hoped 
his  information  was  wrong. 


Mr.    GLADSTONE: 
twenty-eight. 


There    were 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL>id  thatjin 
all  there  had  been  120  cases  in  three 
years.  That  was  a  very  terrible  state 
of  things.  He  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  prison  governor  stating  that  in 
many  cases  where  the  punishment  of 
flogging  was  inflicted  the  warders  were 
the  aggressors  by  striking  the  first  blow. 
The  prisoners  who  were  sentenced  to  be 
flogged  for  offences  against  prison  dis- 
cipline suffered  the  most  terrible  suspense 
during  the  ten  or  twelve  days  that  elapsed 
between  the  passing  of  the  sentence  and 
the  carrying  of  it  out.  The  prison 
governor  stated  in  his  letter  that  he 
knew  of  a  case  in  which  a  prisoner  from 
that  cause  went  stark  mad.  He  hoped 
that  these  facts  would  be  considered  by 
the  Home  Secretary  and  that  he  would 
make  an  effort  either  to  abandon  as  far 
as  possible  this  form  of  punishment,  or 
to  abolish  it. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) said  he  desired  to  call  attention 
to  what  he  regarded  as  a  most  serious 
leakage  of  information  which  had  recently 
taken  place  in  the  Navy.  He  referred 
to  communications  which  had  recently 
appeared  in  a  leading  newspaper.  He 
intended  merely  to  refer  to  the  message 
and  to  the  circumstances  which  enabled 
it  to  be  made  public.  He  had  no  inten- 
tion to  refer  to  the  unhappy  state  of 
affairs  in  the  Navy,  because  the  House 
was  doing,  and  had  done,  well  to  leave 
that  matter  entirely  alone,  as  it  had 
left  alone  a  similarly  unhappy  state  of 
affairs  in  the  Navy  in  March  last  and  the 
correspondenoe  whioh  appeared  in  the 
Prcss^upon   it.    He   wo^,^  ^M^^^gle 
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reference  to  the  i^emarkable  feature  of 
that  ooi:re8pondence,  which  constituted 
a  combined  attack  in  the  whole  Press  on 
Lord     Charles    Beresford.      The     only 
instance  to  which  he  would  refer  was 
the    statement    which    appeared    in    a 
leading   newspaper,   giving   an   account 
of  an  incident  that  took  place  in  the 
Fleet,    upon    which    a    Question    was 
answered  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty earlier  in  the  day.    That  statement, 
according  to  rumour,  had  been  hawked 
round  Fleet  Street  before  it  finally  found 
a  home   in  Printing  House   Square,   a 
statement  so  improbable  on  the  face  of 
it   that  one   would  have  thought  that 
any    newspaper    would    have   hesitated 
before  printing  it.    But  the  point  which 
he   wished    to    emphasise   was    not   so 
much  how  the  statement  got  into  the 
newspaper,  but   how  it  leaked   out   of 
the  Navy.    Ajs  the  House  was  aware, 
daring  the  recent  naval  manoeuvres  no 
civiliws  were  permitted  on  board  any 
ship   in   the  Fleet,   and,  therefore,  the 
information  must  have  been  got  from 
someone  serving   in  the  Navy.      Some 
officer  or  man  in  the  service  nught  have 
made  some  commimication  to  a  friend 
who  had  sent  it  on  to  the  newspaper, 
so  that  it  might  not  have  come  to  the 
newspaper  at  first  hand.    At  any  rate, 
it  must  have  come  from  some  ship  at 
s^a.    It    was    exceedingly    difficult   to 
trace  the   authorship  of  such  a  state- 
ment.    He  did  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  question  fully,  but  it  was  a  most 
serious  state  of  affairs  when  a  statement 
of    this    nature,    obviously    proceeding 
from  a  member  of  the  Navy,  appeared 
in    the    public   Press.      The   statement 
which    the    right   hon.    Gentleman   the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said  was 
without    foundation,     was     that    Lord 
Charles   Beresford  had  jeopardised  the 
safety  of  two  of  His  Majesty's  ships. 
His  sole  desire  in  bringing  the  matter 
forward  was  to  urge  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  necessity  of  taking  dras- 
tic steps  to  put  a  stop  to  this  constant 
leakage  of  information  on  naval  matters 
which    found   its   way   into   the   Press. 
The    time   had   come   to   root  out  the 
mutual  recriminations  which    appeared. 
The     right     hon.     Gentleman     should 
endeavour    to    discover   the  person  or 
persons   who   gave   to   the   Press  this 
entirely  ruinous,  inaoourate^  and  cruel 

Earl  JFintirtom 


statement,  and  do  away  with  Press  ageat« 
in  the  Navy.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  agree  with  him  as  to  the 
gravity  of  the  position  when  there 
could  be  a  single  man  in  the  Fleet 
who  would  make  such  a  communication 
to  the  Press  reflecting  very  grossly 
on  his  Admiral.  He  hoped  the  First 
Lord  would  alleviate  the  anxiety  which 
was  felt  on  this  matter  and  give  an 
assurance  that  every  effort  would  be 
made  to  discover  who  had  caused  the 
Memorandum  to  be  published,  and  that 
he  would  do  somethmg  to  prevent  such 
a  breach  of  the  Admiralty  regulations 
in  future. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  MoKbnna,  Monmouth- 
shire, N.)  said  that,  of  course,  he 
had  no  loiowledge  as  to  how  the  com« 
munication  was  made  from  the  Fleet 
to  the  Press,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  that,  even  if  he  were  to  try. 
No  doubt  the  actual  communication 
that  was  originally  made  to  the  Press 
was  in  every  respect  a  trvte  one.  He 
assumed  that  the  original  commaniea- 
tion  was  sent  by  some  person  in  the 
Fleet  to  someone  on  shore. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch.  Hox- 
ton) :  By  wire  ? 

Me.  MoKENNA  :  No  ;  had  it  been 
sent  by  wire  I  must  have  known  of  it. 

Mr.   CLAUDE   HAY :      By   wireless 

telegraphy  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  it  could  not  have 
been  sent  by  wireless  telegraphy  with- 
out its  being  known  to  the  Admiralty. 
He  assumed  it  was  made  by  a  private 
letter,  and  the  recipient  communicated 
the  information  to  the  Press,  and  all 
the  comments  which  the  noble  Lord 
rightly  described  as  untrue  were  made 
not  by  the  original  communicator,  but 
by  writers  for  the  Press.  For  those 
comments  it  would  be  most  imfair  to 
suggest  that  any  officer  or  other  person 
in  the  Navy  was  in  the  least  responsible. 
The  whole  gravamen  of  the  charge  did 
not  lie  in  the  signal,  but  in  the  com- 
ments  made  upon  it.  There  was  no 
danger  in  the  mancaa^  itself.  He 
trusted  that  the  whole  inoident^  whicJi 
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had  been  a  most  uiiliappy  one,  might 
be  allowed  to  drop. 

Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.)  said 
he  was  anxious  to   make  an  appeal  to 
the  Home  Secretary  further  to  consider 
the  case  of  the  three  men  who  were  under- 
going sentence   of  imprisonment  on  a 
charge  of  conspiracy,  with  a    view  to 
some    modiftcation    of    their    sentence. 
The  case  he  was  referring  to  was  that  of 
three  men   who   were   now   undergoing 
twelve    months    imprisonment,  and    he 
wished  the  House  to  understand  that  the 
issues   were    larger     than   appeared   at 
first   sight.     Those  issues  included  the 
higher  questions  of  reasonable  treatment 
for  men  who  were  driven  into  taking 
very    injudicious    steps    in    connection 
with  the  business  in  which  they  were 
engaged.     3nie     Home     Secretary    had 
stated  in  reply  to  Questions  which  he 
had  put  during  the  course  of  the  session 
that    the   njen  who  were  sentenced    to 
this  term  of  imprisonment  deliberately 
committed  an  act  of  conspiracy.    There- 
fore,   the   right   hon.    Gentlemran    said, 
they  were  condemned  not  for  something 
rash    and    uncontemplated,    but    for    a 
very  serious  offence  against  law  and  pro- 
perty.    The  view  he  (Mr.  Clynes)  had 
come  to  after  going  fully  into  the  matter 
was  that  the  men  were  smarting  under 
a  sense   of   great  wrong  inflicted   upon 
them,  and  were  driven  by  the  conditions 
of  the  moment  into  what  were  acts  of 
folly   rather  than   conditions   of  crime. 
There  had  been  in  Manchester  an  agita- 
tion arising  out  of  very  acute  conditions 
of   unemployment  in  that  city.     These 
men  held  meetings,  which  were  to  a  great 
extent  unconnected  with  the  responsible 
and     representative    labour    movement 
of    that   centre.    They   frequently   mot 
in  one  of  the  outer  squares  of  the  city,  but 
they   were  driven  on  one  occasion  by 
the     weather    to    another    place.    The 
situation    on    that    particular    occasion 
was  stated  in  the  course  of  the  trial  in  the 
following  terms  by  Superintendent  Lauder, 
who  said  that  on  Sunday,  15th  March,  he 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  unemployed  in 
Stevenson    Square.     He     reached     the 
Square  at  3.30,  when  the  meeting  had 
opened.     When  it  had  been  some  time  in 
progress  snowlfell,  and  the  men  adjourned 
to   another  place.    On  being  told  that 
they   could  not  remain  there  they  re- 


turned to  the  square  and  speech - 
making  was  resumed.  Batty  and  Btown 
(two  of  the  three  men  in  prison)  arrived 
about  five  o'clock.  Up  to  that  time 
the  meeting  had  been  orderly.  When 
they  came  Smith  (the  third  man  in  prison) 
said  :  "  Come  on,  we  want  a  revolution." 
He  (Mr.  Clynes)  need  not  read  further 
from  the  statement  of  Superintendent 
Lauder.  The  men  were  scattered  and 
they  made  their  way  to  the  house  of 
Smith.  There  they  indulged  in  a  great 
deal  of  talk  about  what  they  would  do, 
some  even  going  to  the  extreme 
of  rashly  speaking  of  blowing  up 
the  Town  Hall,  and  visiting  the 
House  of  Commons  for  a  similar  purpose. 
The  outcome  of  this  kind  of  talk  was  that 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  some  of  the 
men  smashed  some  windows  in  Market 
Street,  the  talk  being  of  committing  a 
dramatic  act  in  order  to  call  attenti  n 
to  the  grievances  under  which  so  many 
persons  were  smarting.  The  three  meii 
were  afterwards  brought  into  Court,  were 
condemned  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy, 
and  were  now  undergoing  a  sentence 
of  twelve  months  in  prison.  He  sug- 
gested to  the  Home  Secretary  that  theee 
men  were  incited  by  a  state  of  despair, 
and  by  the  conditions  under  which  they 
were  harassed  to  commit  these  acts, 
which  he,  of  course,  did  not  seek  to 
def  en  d .  The  point  he  wished  to  make  was 
that  the  men  had  been  unduly  punished, 
and  that  the  sentence  was  harsh.  What 
he  desired  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  had  shown  in  the  course  of 
his  frequent  association  with  questions 
of  punishment  and  crime  a  strong  sense 
of  humanity,  should  use  the  authority 
which  his  great  office  gave  him,  to  secure 
that  in  this  instance  the  punishment 
should  be  made  a  little  more  to  fit  the 
crime.  The  language  of  the  men  was, 
of  course,  inflammatory  and  boastful, 
but  the  example  they  set  was  in  no  way 
followed.  It  should  be  made  clear  that 
the  representatives  of  organised  labour 
in  the  city  had  in  no  sense  endeavoured 
to  excuse  the  acts  which  were  committed 
and  which  were  isolated  instances  of 
folly  on  the  part  of  a  few  men,  who  had 
been  severely  pimished  for  their  fault. 
The  evidence  on  which  the  men  were 
condemned  was  the  unsupported  evidence 
of  one  man,  who  was  ^^himself  a  party 
to   the   business,    ffhis   man,^hQ^»p8 
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at  Smith's  house  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  men,  was  of  a  discreditable  character, 
and  had  been  twenty-four  times  in  gaol. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  the  trial  he 
had  been  in  gaol  once,  if  not  twice,  so 
that  very  little  real  dependence  or  trust 
could  be  placed  on  anything  he  had  to 
say  about  other  people.  The  men  who 
were  condenuied  were  unable  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act, 
on  account  of  the  hurried  nature  of  the 
police  proceedings  and  other  limitations 
which  existed  in  the  case  of  poor  men 
of  this  kind  who  were  swiftly  brought 
ii\to  Court,  speedily  tried,  and  disposed 
of  with  the  least  possible  delay,  without 
being  able  to  use  the  aids  and  advantages 
which  money  often  conferred  in  Courts 
of  law.  An  application  was  made  in 
C  )urt  for  an  appeal  in  this  case  on  a  point 
of  law  resting  on  the  uncorroborated  evi- 
dence given  by  the  discredited  witness 
to  whom  he  had  referred.  No  appeal 
was  allowed,  and  he  had  been  driven 
to  make  the  present  appeal  in  the  House 
in  the  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary  would  use 
the  power  with  which  his  office  invested 
him  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the 
sentence  passed  on  these  men.  It  might 
be  mentioned  that  the  spy  reported 
certain  things  to  the  police  with  regard 
to  the  intended  commission  of  various 
acts,  and  so  little  importance  did  the 
police  attach  to  them  that  no  prepara- 
tions were  made  to  protect  persons  or 
property  from  the  offences  which  it 
was  alleged  had  been  contemplated. 
Moreover,  since  these  men  were  con- 
demned, criminal  records  and  police 
court  proceedings  showed  that  dozens 
of  more  serious  cases  of  offences  against 
life  and  property  had  occurred  in  which 
the  guilty  parties  had  been  much  less 
severely  punished  than  the  men  whose 
cause  he  was  now  pleading.  He  could 
cite  cases  in  which  serious  crimes  had 
been  committed  and  yet  the  offenders 
had  been  punished  with  no  greater 
sentence  than  three  or  six  months 
imprisonment.  He  suggested  that  in 
this  case  the  purpose  of  the  law  had 
been  served,  and  that  the  feeling  pre- 
vailing in  Manchester — the  sympathy 
surrounding  these  unfortimate  men — 
ought  to  have  some  woi>(ht  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  understood 
that  memorials  had  been  signed  and 
Mr.  Clynes. 


that  there  was  a  considerable  volume 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  presenting  a 
powerfully  signed  requisition  in  the 
hope  that  the  Home  Sec;cetary  might 
be  induced  to  reconsider  his  decision. 
He  hoped  it  woidd  not  be  supposed 
that  he  was  condenming  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  for  what  he  had  done  so 
far,  because  he  was  putting  the  case 
in  no  contentious  spirit,  .but  rather  in 
a  spirit  of  hope  that  as  these  men  had 
served  a  period  of  five  months  im- 
prisonment the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  exercise  his  power  to  secure  that 
the  term  of  their  incarceration  should 
be  shortened. 


Mr.  weir  (Rosb  and  Cromariy)  de- 
sired to  call  attention  to  two  matters, 
one  of  which  was  the  case  of  the 
crofters  of  the  Island  of  Vatersay.  He 
was  glad  that  arrangements  had  been 
arrived  at  under  which  these  men  had 
been  released  from  gaol,  but  he  thought 
that  if  matters  had  been  properly  mana^ 
and  arrangements  had  been  arrived  at 
with  the  proprietor  when  negotiatkui^ 
were  commenced  there  would  have  been 
no  necessity  for  these  men  to  have 
broken  the  law.  He  was  most  anxbus 
that  a  similar  state  of  things  should 
not  come  to  pass  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
The  Vatersay  crofters  were  small  in 
number  compared  with  the  landles.^ 
men  in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  where  thew 
were  7,500  landless  people,  or  25  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population.  He  had 
brought  the  matter  before  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  time  after  time,  and  the  reply 
he  invariably  received  was  that  it  was 
being  considered.  The  Government  could 
never  get  further  forward  ttan  the  con- 
sideration stage.  The  difficulty  in  Vater- 
say was  that  the  farm  wanted  by  the 
cottars  was  held  under  a  lease,  but  in  the 
Island  of  Lewis  there  were  20,000  acres  of 
land,  none  of  which  was  under  lease. 
What  he  suggested  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  was  that  he  should  take  eueigetif 
and  active  measures  to  secure  the  whole 
or  part  of  these  lands  for  the  people 
before  leases  were  granted  by  the  pro- 
prietor. His  fear  for  a  long  time  past 
had  l)een  that  the  men  would  break  the 
law,  though  he  had  always  advised  them 
to  agitate  in  a  constitutional  manner, 
and  so  far  they  had  acted  in  accordance 
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with  that  advice.  But  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  should  do  something  to  ensure 
that  these  7,500  landless  people  should 
not  be  forced  to  live  under  the  present 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  If  negotia- 
tions were  entered  into  without  delay,  he 
believed  there  would  be  little  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  required  quantity  of  land, 
but  he  feared  that  unless  something  was 
done  trouble  must  ensue.  These  men 
were  coming  home  from  the  fishing  with 
very  little  money,  and  as  they  would  be 
in,  a  half-starved  condition  during  the 
winter  it  was  quite  likely  that  they  might 
be  tempted  to  break  the  law.  No  legis- 
lation was  required  to  provide  for  a  case 
of  this  kind,  because  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  full  powers  to  i^egotiate 
with  the  proprietor  and  to  secure  possession 
of  vacant  farms.  In  1899  he  moved  an 
Amendment  to  the  Queen's  Speech  ask- 
ing for  legislation  for  the  crofters, 
cottars  and  fishermen  of  the  Highlands 
and  Islands  of  Scotland,  in  support 
of  which  142  Members  voted,  including 
the  late  Prime  Minister  and  several 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  now  sat  on 
the  Treasury  Bench.  The  Government 
majority  was  only  five.  He  there- 
fore felt  fully  justified  in  urging  the 
Government  to  take  some  action  on  these 
lines.  If  the  Government  did  not  intend 
to  give  effect  to  their  pledges  let  them  be 
honest  and  say  so.  What  he  asked  was 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should 
not  res^  on  his  oars  but  should  do  some- 
thing for  these  people.  He  (Mr.  Weir) 
had  done  his  best  to  see  that  the 
law  was  obeyed.  Matters  would  not  have 
come  to  the  present  pass  if  the  Scottish 
Secretary  had  been  more  active. 


(Approp'icUioii)  ^ilL        li^A 


Mr  GLADSTONE  said  he  quite  agreed 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  N.  E.  Man- 
chester had  stated  his  case  with  great 
moderation.  He  must,  however,  point 
out  that  he  did  not  accept  his  version 
of  the  case,  though  he  was  not  able  at 
that  hour  to  discuss  the  matter.  He  had, 
as  the  hon.  Member  knew,  very  care- 
fully examined  it.     The  main  allegation 


against  the  men  was,  as  the  hon. 
Member  had  stated,  one  of  .(con- 
spiracy. The  Court  held  that  there  was 
evidence  of  a  previous  agreement  to  do 
damage.  By  pre-concerted  action  these 
men  began  breaking  windows,  causing 
damage  to  the  extent  of  £100.  The 
learned  Recorder  was  most  careful  to 
warn  the  jury  that  they  must  not  attach 
weight  to  the  particular  witness  to  whom 
the  hon.  Member  referred  unless  h's 
evidence  was  corroborated.  The  Couit 
held  that  that  evidence  was  corrobora,tjBd 
and  a  conviction  followed.  The  hon. 
Member  said  these  men  were  smarting 
under  a  sense  of  wrong.  Did  he  really 
think  that  the  men{  Brown  and  another) 
were  acting  under  any  such  sense  ?  He 
was  not  going  to  go  into  the  record  of 
these  men  further  than  to  say  that  so 
far  as  he  could  ascertain  neither  of  them 
appeared  to  have  wished  to  get  work,  and 
in  one  case  when  work  was  got  the  man 
was  found  not  capable  of  taking  it. 
With  regard  to  the  third  man,  he  (the 
Home  Secretary)  agreed  he  was  a  man 
of  a  very  different  order.  He  was  in 
good  employment  at  the  time.  He  (the 
Home  Secretary)  was  aware  that  he  asso* 
ciated  himself  with  the  unemployed 
movement,  but  he  did  not  at  all  question 
his  bona  fides  or  his  belief  in  the  rightness 
of  his  action.  But  still  he  was  one  of 
those  men  who  did  in  fact  meet  together 
and  who  were  proved  by  the  Court  to  be 
guilty  of  serious  conspiracy.  It  was 
really  very  difficult  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  his  case  and  that  of  the  other 
men.  He  was  afraid  he  could  not  at 
the  present  time  see  his  way  to  interfere, 
but  if,  by  petition  or  otherwise, 
any  new  information  or  argument 
was  brought  to  his  notice  he  would 
of  course,  consider  it.  His  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Donegal  had  raised 
rather  large  questions  that  evening 
and  he  would  not  expect  him  (the  Home 
Secretary)  to  go  into  the  whole  question 
of  flogging  which  he  had  raised.  Let 
him  say  this  one  word.  His  hon.  friend 
quoted  a  letter  which  he  said  was  from 
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a  prison  governor  in  wliich  the  governor 
said,  presumably  speaking  from  his  own 
knowledge — if  he  did  not  speak  from 
his  own  knowledge  his  evidence  was  of 
no  value — that  in  many  of  these  cases 
of  prison  flogging  the  first  blow  wars 
struck  by  the  warders.  If  that  was 
true  how  gravely  it  must  reflect  upon  the 
prison  governor.  He  need  scarcely  point 
out  to  his  hon.  friend  that  the  prison 
governor  was  responsible.  He  was  head 
of  the  prison.  He  reported  the  cases 
of  flogging  to  the  Home  Secretary.  If 
it  was  within  his  knowledge  that  pro- 
vocation was  given  by  the  warder,  and 
if,  knowing  that,  he  held  his  tongue  and 
allowed  the  man  to  be  flogged,  then  all 
he  (the  Home  Secretary)  could  say  was 
that  he  deserved  to  be  dismissed  from 
his  post  at  once.  He  left  his  hon.  friend 
to  clear  up  that  position.  On  the  genera] 
question  his  hon.  friend  knew  perfectly 
Well  there  were  two  aspects  of  the  matter, 
and  the  question  was  raised  in  two  forms. 
The  first  was  whether  flogging  as  a 
punishment  was  desirable  in  the  public 
interest.  That  was  a  very  large  and 
very  interesting  question.  If  there  was 
to  be  any  change  in  the  present  system 
he  would  desire  a  change  in  the  direction 
of  mitigation,  but  he  was  bound  to  say 
he  did  not  take  the  view  of  his  hon.  • 
friend.  What  was  the  last  case  which 
came  before  him  ?  A  young  ruffian 
who  had  taken  a  large  handful  of  mud* 
and  stuffed  it  into  the  eyes  and  mouth 
of  a  young  girl  and  then  robbed  her. 
Well,  that  man  was  flogged,  and  he  (the 
Home  Secretary)  would  waste  no  sym- 
pathy upon  him,  though  he  did  sym- 
pathise with  his  victim.  There  was  the 
general  question.  He  differentiated  his 
views  from  those  held  by  his  hon.  friend, 
who  held  strong  views  on  that  matter. 
He  did  not  take  up  such  a  strong  position. 
Kis  duty  was  to  act  under  the  law,  and 
when  these  cases  came  before  him  by 
way  of  appeal  he  was  bound  to  look  into 
them,  and  he  did  look  into  them.  He 
sanctioned  only  two  days  ago  the  re- 
mission of  a  second  sentence  of  flogging 
Mr,  Gladstone, 


which  had  been  imposed  upon  a  prisoner. 
He  was  sure  hi6  hon.  friend  would  not  ex- 
pect him  to  go  further  into  the  matter. 
One  or  two  words  on  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's remarks  as  to  the  treatment  of 
the  prisoners  in  Holloway.  He  did  not 
quite  gather  from  his  hon.  friend  whetiicr 
he  said  what  he  did  by  way  of  protest 
against  the  system  generally  or  whether 
he  was  arguing  for  special  privileges  to 
the  particular  persons  to  whom  he  was 
alluding. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  that 
what  he  wanted  Was  that  the  snfiragltst^ 
should  be  treated  as  political  prisoner- 
as' Dr.  Jameson  was  treated. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  aaid  that  the 
treatment  of  Dr.  Jameson  came  hefore 
the  Act  of  1898.  That  was  a  constitn- 
tional  question  upon  which  he  and  his 
hon.  friend  must  agree  to  differ.  His 
hon.  friend  made  several  declaratians 
about  the  treatment  of  the  ladies  in 
prison.  He  must  tell  him  he  did  not 
think  th^  were  accurate.  He  wwild 
not  refer,  of  course,  by  name  to  the  m- 
formant  of  the  hon.  Member,  except  to 
say  that  he  observed  the  period  spoken 
of  was  not  the  last  period. 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  : 
last  February. 


It       Wtj5 


Mr.  GLADSTONE,  procee<«ng,  said 
that  in  regard  to  second  division 
prisoners  he  was  not  satisfied  in  every 
respect  with  the  present  regulations,  and 
he  had  already  taken  some  action  with 
regard  to  that.  He  was  referring  now 
to  the  general  prison  regulations.  That 
matter  was  under  his  consideration,  and 
would  be  for  some  time.  But  in  regard 
to  these  particular  ladies  he  must  tell 
the  House  that  their  treatment  was  not 
really  what  his  hon.  friend  in  his  gentiine 
honest  enthusiasm  would  lead  the  Honse 
to  suppose.  Their  treatment  was  in 
fact  different  from  that  of  prisoners  iiv 
the    third    division.      Thev   were  kept 
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apart  entirely  from      association  with 
prisoners  in  the^  third  division,     Thei? 


clothes  were  now— wha.tever  may  have  J  criticism  of  his  hpn.   friend  thft  Mem 


happened  in  the  past  —  scrupulously 
clean,  and  he  beUeved  that  in  the 
case  o{  most  of  these  ladies  they 
had  actually  new  clothes  and  new  shoes. 
His  hon.  friend  had  quoted  the  case  of  one 
prisoner  who  developed  measles.  That 
was  true.  There  was  a  case  of  measles 
being  developed  by  one  of  the  prisoners, 
but  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  she 
contracted  the  ailment  in  prison.  His 
hon.  friend  must  remember  that  these 
ladies  got  two  books  a  week  in  addition 
to  the  ijistruction  books,  besides  which 
the  chaplain  could  give  them  other 
books.  They  were  associated  together 
in  work,  and  during  that  association  they 
had  an  easier  chair  than  was  usually 
supplied.  Their,  life  was  not  of  quite 
so  ascetic  a  character  as  his  hon.  friend 
had  sought  to  make  out.  They  exercised 
twice  a  day,  and  they  had  writing 
materials.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  after  all  the  treatment  was  treat- 
ment in  prison,  and  if  prison  discipline 
was  to  be  worth  anjrthing  it  must  be 
kept.  He  thought  that,  having  regard 
to  all  the  considerations  it  could  not 
be  said  that  the  treatment  of  the  women 
suffragists  was  cruel  or  inhuman.  He 
had  every  reason  to  believe,  though 
he  had  not  had  the  Report,  that  almost 
without  exception  in  the  case  of  those 
particular  ladies  who  had  been  sent  to 
prison  their  health  had  in  fact  improved, 
and  he  had  taken  every  care  to  see  that 
if  for  obvious  reasons  they  could  not 
stand  imprisonment  so  well  as  the 
more  usual  occupants  of  the  prisons, 
they  should  be  looked  after,  not  to  the 
disadvantage  of  other  prisoners,  but 
with  very  special  care  and  attention  by 
the  medical  officers.  He  thought  that 
he  had  said  enough 
that  his  hon.  friend 
matter  rather  highly. 


to  make  it  clear 
had  coloured  the 


Thk  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  SiMO|4Ai9i  Forfarshire)  said  that  if 


the  House  would. allow  him  at  that  late 
hour  he  would  like  to  say  one  word  on  th& 


ber  for  Ross  and  Cromarty.  Everybody 
was  aware  of  the  earnestness  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  pleaded  the 
cause  of  hia  constituents  wh^iever  there 
was  a  fitting  opportunity  in  that.  House, 
and  nobody  would  deny  to  him  the 
credit  which  was  his  due  on  that  account. 
But  the  hon.  Member  did  not  go  pro- 
perly into  the  facts  and  did  not  credit 
other  people  with  the  sympathy  which 
he  himself  felt  for  the  conditions  imder 
which  those  for  whom  he  spoke  lived. 
He  wished  to  take  first  the  queation  of 
the  Vatersay  squatters.  The  controversy 
which  had  just  been  concluded  was 
merely  the  last  incident  in  a  loiig  chain 
of  events,  and  if  his  hon.  friend  had 
examined  the  whole  history  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  taken  place  in  that 
parish  and  in  that  island  for  the  last  two 
or  three  generations  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly get  up  in  that  House  and  hold  the 
present  Government  responsible  for  what 
had  recently  occurred.  He  thought,  with 
all  respect,  that  his  hon.  friend  had 
misunderstood  the  nature  of  the  case» 
As  regarded  the  Island  of  Lewis  the  con- 
ditions were  difficult  and  serious  in  some 
respects,  but  they  were  not  created 
yesterday.  They  were  the  sequel  and 
result  of  a  combination  of  circumstances 
and  influences  which  had  been  going  on 
in  that  island  for  many  years,  and  for 
which  no  Government  could  be  hdd 
singly  and  solely  responsible.  As  0, 
matter  of  fact,  judged,  by  many  stan- 
dards, the  Island  of  Lewis,  while  he 
admitted  there  were  great  difficulti^, 
had  advanced  and  prospered^  The . 
people  were  better  educated,  the  stan* 
dard  of  life  had  been,  raised,  the  earnings 
of  the  people  wer^  greater,  and  there 
was  more  m:oney  going  into  the  island 
than  ever  before*  They  found,  that  the 
people  made  their  way.  from  that  island 
earning  their  living  in  diffeient  pait^  of 
Scotliknd,  and  they  found  that  they- waire 
not  behind  the  people  in  other  pacja.  of . 
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in    winning    their    way    and 
successful   business   of   their 
career   in    life.     He    quite    agreed    that 
there  was  a  great  deal  which  might  be 
done.    These   islands  were  remote,   far 
from  the  facilities  of  transport,   travel, 
and  civilisation,  and  the  other  facilities 
usual  near  large  centres  of  population, 
but  for  all  that  the  people  had  great  grit, 
and  the>  did  well  when  they  met  people 
from  other  parts  of  Scotland  and  from 
other  parts  of  the  world.     The  Govern- 
ment were  not  insensible  to  their  res- 
ponsibilities and  duties  to  that  part  of 
the   United   Kingdom,    and    they   were 
endeavouring    to    discharge    their    res- 
ponsibilities to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
He  [did  not  think  that  at  that  time  of 
night  he  would  be  consulting  the  wishes 
of  the  House  if  he  enlarged  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  could  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  Government  were  no  less 
awake  than  he  was  to  their  duties  in 
regard  to  the  parts  of  Scotland  to  which 
he  had   alluded,  or  than  they  were  to 
their  duties  to  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for 
to-morrow. 


EAST    INDIA     LOANS    [RAILWAY    AND 
IRRIGATION  WORKS,  AND  GENERAL 
*       PURPOSES.] 

Resolution  reported,  "  That  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  authorise  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Council  of  India  to  raise  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  on  the  security  of  the 
Revenues  of  India,  by  the  creation  and 
iisue  of  capital  stock,  bonds,  debentures, 
o:  bills: — (1)  A  sum  not  exceeding 
£20,000,000,  for  the  following  purposes  : 
(a)  The  construction,  extension,  and  equip- 
ment of  railways  in  India  by  State  agency 
or  through  the  agency  of  companies  ; 
(5)  the  repayment  of  the  principal  of  any 
bonds  or  debentures  issued  by  any  such 
ompany  under  the  guarantee  of  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  (o)  the  discharge  of 
any  obligations  incurred  by  the  Secretary 

Mr.  Sinclair. 


railway  or  the  determination  of  any  con- 
tract from  or  with  such  company ;  (d) 
the  construction  of  irrigation  works 
in  India.  (2)  A  sum  not  exceeding 
£5,000,000  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Government  of  India." 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Buchanan  and  Mr.  Hobhouse. 

EAST  INDIA  LOANS  BILL. 
"  To  empower  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  of  India  to  raise  money  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  construction, 
extension,  and  equipment  of  railways  in 
India,  by  State  agency  or  through  the 
agency  of  companies,  for  the  construction 
of  Irrigation  Works,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday  12th  October,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  362.] 


CRIMINAL  APPEAL  (AMENDMENT)  BILL 

[LOBDS]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Standing  Committee. 


CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BILL 
Lords*    Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 


ENDOWED    SCHOOLS    (MASTERS)    BM 

[LOBDS]. 

As  amended,  considered. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 


GREENWICH  HOSPITAL. 
Resolved,  "  That  the  Statement  of  the 
estimated  Income  and  Expenditure  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  and  of  Travers' 
Foundation  for  the  year  1908-9  be 
approved." — {Mr,  Lambert,) 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 

the  Order  of  the  House  of  10th  July, 

adjourned  the  House  without  Question 

put. 

Adjoumeu    at    twenty    miautei 


before  i 

Digitized  by' 


1905 


PrivaU 


{31  July  1908} 


Bill  Business. 


1906 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  31rt  July,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellob  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  no  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill : — Commons  Regulation  (Towyn  Tre- 
wan)  Provisional  Order). 

^  The  tame  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
J  Table. 

^  Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
ri  (No.  3)  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Com- 
^  mons. 

li  Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order 
g  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from 
^  the  Commons  agreed  to. 


.g' 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9) 
Bill;  Local  Grovemment  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill.— Re- 
turned from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

COMMONS  REGULATION  (TOWYN 
TREWAN)   PROVISIONAL   ORDER   BILL. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
25th  day  of  March  last,  '  That  no  Provi- 
-  sional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
'  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of 
June  next,'  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."— (^arZ  Car- 
rington.) 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  I  must  make  a 
short  statement  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
I  do  not  propose  to  ask  the  House  to 
object  to  what  is  intended  to  be  done,  but 
I  think  it  right  that  the  circumstances 
should  be  fully  explained.  The  mere 
suspension  of  this  Standing  Order  is  not 
without  precedent,  but  what  is  to  follow 
under  the  suspension  of  Standing  Order 
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XXXIX. — namely,  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  through  the  remainder  of  its  stages — 
is  a  matter  which  has  not  been  done 
before  in  the  case  of  a  Bill  of  this  class  ; 
and  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  see 
that,  holding  temporarily  the  position  I 
do,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  duty  on  my 
part  to  allow  a  new  precedent  to  be  made 
without  informing  the  House  of  what 
is  proposed.  If  this  were  an  ordinary 
Provisional  Order  Bill  I  should  be  obliged 
to  ask  your  Lordships  not  to  allow  it  to 
pass  with  all  this  speed,  because  in  that 
case  the  passing  of  it  through  all  its 
stages  on  the  same  day  after  reading  it  a 
second  time  would  be  tantamount  to 
cutting  out  the  right  of  objecting  on  the 
part  of  any  possible  objector,  as  before 
being  taken  in  Committee  the  Bill  should 
lie  on  the  Table  for  a  certain  period.  But 
this  is  not  an  ordinary  Provisional  Order 
BiU.  It  is  a  Bill  under  the  Commons 
Regulation  Act,  1876,  and  the  pr;)cedure 
under  that  Act  is  laid  down  with  extreme 
precision.  The  procedure  is  extremely 
long  and  complicated,  and  up  to  the 
present  it  has  been  carried  out  in  abso- 
lutely all  its  details.  The  inquiry  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  this  Order  began  in 
the  autumn  of  last  year,  and  in  January 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  proceeded  to 
make  the  Order.  Some  legal  difficulties 
supervened,  and  it  was  not  until  10th 
April  that  the  draft  was  approved. 
It  was  then  properly  deposited  in  the 
locality  for  anyone  who  desired  to  do  so  to 
object  to  it.  On  5th  May  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment which  looks  after  these  matters  was 
convened,  but  they  could  not  proceed 
imtil  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
commoners  had  been  obtained;  that 
consent  was  obtained,  but  not  imtil  28th 
May.  Then,  owing  to  the  illness  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committe  and  the  Whitsun- 
tide adjournment,  the  Committee  did  not 
sit  until  23rd  June.  They  reported  this 
month,  and,  so  far  as  they  can  ascertain, 
there  is  no  local  opposition.  The  Bill 
was  brought  in  on  Friday,  10th  Jvly,  in 
the  other  House,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  suspended  the  corresponding 
Standing  Order  to  that  which  your  Lord- 
ships are  now  asked  to  suspend.  The 
BiU  now  comes  up  to  your  Lordships' 
House,  so  far  as  we  can  tell,  without  the 
slightest  local  opposition.  But  there  is  a 
certain  difficulty.     My  noble/ friend  J;he 
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Cbainnan  of^CommitteeB,  who  was  com- 
municated with  at  various  stages  of  the 
matter  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  satisfied  that 
this  was  a  proper  procedure  and  had 
undertaken  to  agree  to  the  suspension  of 
the  Standing  Order.  The  new  circum- 
stance that  has  supervened  is  the  pro- 
posal to  carry  the  Bill  through  all  its 
stages  now,  which  could  not  have  been 
foreseen  at  the  moment  when  my  noble 
friend  left  the  House  ;  but  in  a  letter  sent 
to  him  by  Sir  Thomas  Elliott  early  in 
July  it  is  pointed  out  that  if  the  Pro- 
visional Order  is  not  confirmed  this 
session,  not  only  will  the  injury  alleged  to 
be  suffered  by  the  commoners  be  con- 
tinued for  another  year,  but  there  is  a 
risk  of  the  agreement  between  the  various 
parties  breaking  down,  while  additional 
expense  which  the  locality  could  ill  afford 
would  be  incurred.  It  is  understood 
that  there  are  some  threatened  encroach- 
ments by  buildings  which  the  people  are 
anxious  to  avoid.  In  the  circumstances, 
the  local  people  having  had  such  ample 
opportunity  to  object  if  they  had  wished 
to  do  so,  I  think  the  House  may  safely 
agree  to  the  request  which  is  now  made. 
I  hope  your  Lordships  will  excuse  me  for 
having  made  this  statement,  but  I  natur- 
ally felt  that  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
responsibiUty  resting  upon  me  in  regard 
to  the  creation  of  a  precedent. 

The  Mabquess  of  SALISBURY :  My 
Lords,  the  House  is  grateful  to  my  noble 
friend  for  the  statement  he  has  made, 
without  which  we  should  have  been  very 
much  astonished  at  the  proposal.  I  do 
not  think  the  House  can  be  too  careful 
in  maintaining  its  procedure,  especially 
when  private  rights  are  involved.  But  I 
rose  to  ask  my  noble  friend  a  question. 
He  referred  to  a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas 
Elliott,  in  which  he  said  it  was  of  great 
importance  that  this  matter  should  be 
put  through  during  the  present  session. 
Well,  in  the  situation  in  which  we  are 
placed  that  phrase  is  rather  ambiguous. 
In  popular  parlance  the  present  session 
very  often  means  the  present  sittings  of 
the  House.  If  that  be  so,  there  would  be 
reason  for  pushing  a  Bill  through  now. 
But  it  is  possible  that  what  is  really 
meant  is  that  the  work  during  the  present 
year,  which  would  be  put  an  end  to  by  the 
Prorogation,    should    not    be    forfeited. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh, 


If  that  is  what  is  meant,  there  is  no  reasoa 
why  the  Bill  should  not  be  passed  throng 
the  remaining  stages  during  the  autumn 
sesssion.  I  should  like  to  ask  my  noble 
friend  ^diether,  so  far  as  Sir  Thomas 
Elliott's  letter  is  concerned,  we  should  not 
fulfil  all  that  is  required  if  we  passed  the 
Bill  during  the  autumn  session. 

Lord   BALFOUR   op   BURLEIGH: 

I  had  an  interview  with  the  official  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  who  has  charge  of 
the  matter,  and  I  put  that  very  question 
to  him.  Undoubtedly  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  that  it  is  advisable 
to  get  the  new  authority  set  up  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  order  to  prevent  encroach* 
ments  which  might  go  on  even  during  the 
few  weeks  that  elapse  before  the  Bill 
becomes  law. 

Lord  STANLEY  OP  ALDERLEY :  Mr 
Lords,  this  is  a  matter  agreed  upon  by  aD 
the  parties.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  the 
Inclosure  Acts  1845  to  1899  relating  to 
Towyn  Trewan  Common  in  the  County  of 
Anglesey,  near  where  I  live.  I  think  I  can 
state  a  reason  which  will  induce  noble 
Lords  opposite  to  agree  to  the  MoticoL 
One  of  the  purposes  of  this  arrangement 
is  to  lay  out  a  golf  course.  It  is  close  to  a 
growing  seaside  resort,  and  if  the  M 
passes  now  those  concerned  will  be  ahkto 
lay  out  the  course  during  the  summa 
months.  . 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to ;    BiB 
read  2*  accordingly. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


NAVY     (BATTLESHIPS     AND     CRUISER 
REPAIRS). 

Return  of  the  amount  of  money 
spent  during  the  last  two  years  on  the 
repairs  of  battleships  and  cruisers 
launched  since  1st  January,  1898,  to- 
gether with  the  period  of  the  repairs 
in  each  case.  Ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  House. — (The  Earl  Cawdor ;  for  the 
Lord   EUenborough.) 

PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commi^e  (Laid 
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upon  the  Table  yesterday) ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  202.] 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1907.  Vol. 
XLII.,  Part  III.  Prices  and  supplies 
of  Corn,  live-stock,  and  other  agricul- 
tural produce. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  22  (1908). 
Treaty  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  United  States  of  America  pro- 
viding : — ^For  the  conveyance  of  persons 
in  custody  for  trial  either  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  or  the  United  States  through 
the  territory  of  the  other ;  and  for 
reciprocal  rights  in  wrecking  and  salvage 
in  the  waters  contiguous  to  the  boundary 
between  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
the  United  States ;  Signed  at  Washing- 
ton, 18th  May,  1908.  (Ratifications 
exchanged  at  Washington,  30th  June, 
1908.) 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.    4083.    Japan.    Tainan    (South 
Formosa). 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BELFAST. 
Annual  Report  of  the  President,  for 
the  year  1907-1908. 

FISHERY  INVESTIGATIONS. 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  scientific  and  statis- 
tical investigations  now  being  carried 
on  in  relation  to  the  fishing  industry 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

NATIONAL  GALLERY,  IRELAND. 

Report  ot  the  Director  to  the  Board 
of  Governors  and  Guardians,  for  the 
year  1907. 

Presented  (by  Command),und  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904  (WEST  RIDING 
OF  YORKSHIRE). 

Order  made  by  the  council  of  the 
county  of  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  fixing  the 
hours  of  closing  for  certain  classes  of 
shops  within  the  urban  districts  of 
Ravensthorpe,  Soothill  Nether,  and 
Thornhill.  Laid  before  the  House  (pur- 
suant to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  i 


NAVY  (BATTLESHIP  AND  CRUISER 
REPAIRS). 

Return  respecting.  Laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  this  Day) 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  204.] 


TELEGRAPH      (CONSTRUCTION)      BILL. 
BEE  PEST  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Returned   from   the    Commons   with 
the  Ajnendments  agreed  to. 

ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  (MASTERS) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Ajnendments. 

CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

WHALE     FISHERIES  (IRELAND)     BILL. 

POLLING    DISTRICTS    AND    REGISTRA- 

TION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Returned    from    the    Commons    with 
the  Amendments,  agreed  to. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  BILL. 
Read  3»    ^according  to  Order)  further 
Ajnendments  made  ;     Bill  passed,    and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

SMALL    HOLDINGS    AND    ALLOTMENTS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Commons    Amendments    considered  I 
(according  to  Order)  and  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE 

BILL. 

Read   3»    (according   to   Order)    and 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Returned    from    the    Commons    with 
several  of  the  Amendments  agreed  to ; 
and  several  others  disagreed  to  ;     with 
reasons  for  such  disagreement. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Commons  reasons 
for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords 
Amendments  be  considered." — (Viscount 
Wolverhampton, ) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (The  Eari  of  Crewe)  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  perhaps  the  most  conveni- 
ent course  would  be,  as  these  Amendments 
are  rather  numerous  and  the  Commons 

Digitized  by  VJi 

3  U  2 


1911 


Old-Age 


{LORDS) 


Penmns  Bill. 


1912 


reasons  are  not  printed,  that  each  Amend- 
ment should  be  read  in  turn  by  the 
Clerk  at  the  Table  with  the  Commons 
reasons  for  disagreement. 

The  clerk  op  the  PARLL/^ENTS: 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  in  page  1,  lines 
5  and  10,  viz. — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  (1)  to  insert  the 
-words  '  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen.*  '* 

'*  In  pace  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  pension,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  the  person  who  is  in  receipt 
of  a  pension  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  shall 
not  be  deprived  of  that  pension  by  reason  of  the 
expiry  of  this  Act.*  ** 

They  disagree  for  the  following  reason  : 
Because  the  effect  of  these  Amendments 
would  be  to  limit  the  duration  of  old-age 
pensions  as  proposed  by  the  Commons. 
The  Commons  consider  it  unnecessary  to 
offer  any  further  reason,  hoping  the 
above  reason  may  be  deemed  sufficient. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not 
insist  on  the  said  Amendments  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — ( Viscount 
Wolverhdmfton,) 

*Eabl  CROMER  :  My  Lords,  as  I  was 
the  mover  of  the  Amendment  which  has 
now  come  back  from  the  other  House, 
your  Lordships  may  expect  me  to  make  a 
few  observations  on  the  subject.  After 
the  remarks  which  fell  from  noble  Lords 
opposite  a  few  days  ago,  I  never  in  the 
least  expected  that  this  Amendment 
would  be  accepted  by  the  other  House. 
I  persisted,  however,  in  moving  it 
because,  in  common  with  the  majority  of 
your  Lordships,  I  thought  that  it  was  our 
duty  to  do  whatever  lay  in  our  power  to 
remedy  some  of  the  defects  of  this  very 
defective  measure.  It  has  now  been 
rejected  by  the  other  House  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  an  infringement  of  their 
privileges.  On  this  point,  as  I  said  in 
moving  the  Amendment,  I  cannot  express 
an  opinion  of  any  value.  I  wish,  however, 
to  say  that  I  think  the  proposal  on  its 
own  merits  was  worthy  of  a  greater 
amount  of  consideration  than  it  appears 
to  have  received,if  only  for  the  reason  that 
it  represented  the  views  of  some  who  have 
given  a  lifelong  study  to  this  important 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


question,  and  who  can  speak  on  it  with 
far  greater  authority  thwi  myself.  The 
noble  Viscount  in  charge  of  this  Bill, 
though  he  dwelt  at  some  Uttle  length  upon 
the  question  of  privilege,  dismissed  the 
Amendment  on  its  own  merits  in  a  verr 
few  sentences.  If  I  rightly  understood 
his  arg\iment,  it  was  two-fold.  In  the 
first  place,  he  said  that  without  any  such 
provision  as  I  proposed  to  include  in  the 
Bill  Parliament  could  always  alter  the 
law  which  they  are  now  passing.  Of  this, 
of  course,  I  am  fully  aware,  but  I  thought 
at  the  time,  and  I  still  think,  that  it 
would  be  far  more  difficult  for  Parliament 
to  modify  in  any  way  engagements  which 
will  now  be  taken  if  a  distinct  promise  is 
given  for  all  time  to  the  numerous  classes 
who  will  be  affected  by  this  Bill  than  if  a 
time*limit  were  imposed  on  the  piomise. 
I  wished,  therefore,  to  limit  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  so  that  it  might  eventuallv  be 
modified  without  any  apparent  breach  of 
faith.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  may  not 
have  been  some  objections  to  the  adopt- 
tion  of  this  course,  but  I  still  think  that 
the  point  was  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. 

The  second  objection  taken  by  the 
noble  Viscount  was  that  it  was  not 
generally  desirable  to  have  lime  linpits 
for  the  operation  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  noble  Viscount  natorsDj 
speaks  on  a  point  of  this  sort  with  a 
greater  amount  of  authority  than  1 
can  command,  but  I  venture  to  point 
out  that  the  analogy  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  make  with  the  Ballot  Bill 
hardly  holds  good.  In  that  case,  I 
conceive  that  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  the  ballot  wished  the  measure  to  fonn 
part  of  the  permanent  law  of  the  comitry 
— ^as  it  has,  in  fact,  become.  In  this 
case,  however,  the  authors  of  the  Bill 
itself  recognise  that  it  is  a  temporaij 
and  provisional  measure,  and  it  must 
undergo  alteration.  My  object  was  to 
fix  a  time  before  which  it  would  be 
incimibent  on  Parliament  to  make  thoee 
alterations.  Having  said  this  much, 
I  wish  to  add  that  it  is  clearly  not  desir- 
able to  raise  an  important  constitutionsl 
question  on  an  issue  of  this  nature.  I 
have  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  the 
I  majority  of  your  Lordships  will  consider 
Uhat  it  will  not  be  desirable  to  insist 
upon  the  Amendment. 
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My  Lords,  I  have  only  to  add  tliat  I 
do  not  in  any  degree  regret  the  dis- 
oussions  tliat  nave  taken  place  in  this 
House  on  the  Bill  which  is  now  about 
to  become  law.  Neither  do  I  regret  the 
attempts  which  have  been  made  to  im- 
prove a  measure  which,  although  it 
aims  at  objects  with  which  all  of  us  must 
sympathise,  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of 
the  most  ill-considered  which  has  ever 
been  brought  before  Parliament.  I  think 
those  of  your  Lordships  who  have 
listened  to  the  debates  which  have 
recently  taken  place  in  this  House  will 
agree  with  me  in  holding  that  the  very 
cogent  arguments  which  were  advanced 
in  this  House  against  the  Bill,  more 
especially  the  financial  arguments,  did 
not  receive  any  adequate  answers.  I 
will  not,  however,  dwell  on  this  point 
an  J  more.  Time  can  alone  show  who 
has  been  right  in  this  controversy, 
and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the 
future  does  not  prove  that  we  in 
this  House,  who  have,  at  all  events, 
endeavoured  to  look  the  real  facts  of 
the  case  in  the  face,  have  been  wiser 
in  our  generation  than  those  who,  in 
order  to  gain  a  fleeting  popularity, 
have,  as  it  appears  to  me,  deliberately 
sacrificed  the  future  for  the  present. 

♦The  chancellor  bv  the  DUCHY 
(Viscoimt  Wolverhampton)  :  My  Lords, 
I  should  like  to  make  one  observation  in 
order  to  remove  from  the  noble  Earl's 
mind  any  idea  that  there  has  been  dis- 
respect shown  to  him  in  this  matter  by  an 
absence  of  discussion.  I  may  say,  for 
his  and  for  your  Lordships'  information, 
that  the  moment  this  Amendment  was 
read  in  the  House  of  Commons  Mr. 
Speaker  interposed  and  told  the  House 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  that  House. 
Therefore,  no  debate  took  place ;  the 
House  resolved  to  follow  the  Speaker's 
advice,  and  declined  to  assent  to  the 
Amendmen'^t 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  it  may  be  convenient  that  I 
should  offer  in  connection  with  the 
Amendment  of  my  noble  friend  the  few 
observations  which  I  desire  to  make 
as  to  the  position  in  which  this  House  is 
placed.  We  now  know  that  virtually 
the  whole  of  our  Amendments  have  been 


rejected  in  another  place,  with  the 
exception  of  some  of  a  quite  insignificant 
character,  and  we  know  that  that  rejection 
has  been  entirely  on  what  I  would  call  the 
technical  ground  that  they  are  an  in- 
fringement of  the  House  of  Commons' 
privilege.  We  have  a  great  admiration 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  leads  this  House.  I  hope  he  will 
forgive  me  for  saying  that  my  admiration 
would  be  greater  still  if  I  felt  that  in 
regard  to  this  question  of  privilege  the 
House  of  Lords  had  in  him  a  rather  more 
courageous  champion. 

The  Government  of  which  the  noble 
Earl  is  a  Member  have  been  induced  to 
accept  what  I  venture  to  call  the  most 
extreme  interpretation  of  the  doctrine  of 
privilege.  Amendments  have  been  re- 
jected, not  upon  their  merits — they  have 
been  rejected  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  their 
merits  are  in  some  cases  incontestable, 
and  that  they  helped  to  carry  out  the 
objects  of  the  framers  of  the  Bill — ^but 
merely  on  this  one  alleged  ground  that  the 
Bill  before  us  is  a  money  Bill,  and  that, 
therefore,  this  House  has  not  the  right  to 
touch  a  line  or  a  letter  of  it.  I  venture  to 
maintain  that  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word  this  Bill  is  not  a  money  Bill.  It 
has  not  the  form,  it  has  not  the  substance 
of  what  in  strict  parlance  can  be  described 
as  a  money  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  which  intro- 
duces new  principles  for  the  relief  of 
necessitous  persons,  and  that  is  a  subject 
in  which  this  House  has  always  taken  an 
interest,  and  with  which  it  has  been  free 
to  deal  on  many  previous  occasions. 

We  conceived  that  it  was  our  duty  to 
discuss  as  thoroughly  as  we  could  in  the 
short  limits  of  time  allowed  us  the  details 
of  the  measure,  and  to  make  suggestions 
for  its  improvement  wherever  we  con- 
sidered that  such  suggestions  could  be 
usefully  made,  and  for  that  reason  we 
disregarded  the  advice  given  to  us  by  a 
very  distinguished  Member  of  this  House, 
Lord  Rosebery,  who  recommended  us  to 
absolve  ourselves  of  all  responsibility  for 
the  Bill,  and  not  to  attempt  to  approach 
the  task  of  amending  it.  I  think  I  am 
not  wrong  in  saying  that  our  feeling  that  it 
was  our  duty  not  to  follow  that  advice 
was  in  a  considerable  measure  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  knew  from  the  language  of 
His  Majesty's  Grovemment  that  it  was 
their   intention   to   stifle   discussion   of 
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details  by  an  attempt  to  shelter  them- 
selves behind  the  privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Privilege  has  never  been  asserted  in 
so  aggressive  a  form  as  it  has  been  in 
connection  with  this  Bill.  I  will  tell 
your  Lordships  why.  Whenever  the 
question  of  privilege  arises  there  are  two 
entirely  distinct  points.  In  the  first 
place,  is  the  House  of  Lords'  Amendment 
or  is  it  not  an  infringement  of  privilege  ? 
and,  secondly,  if  it  is  an  infringement, 
is  it  the  desire  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  insist  upon  its  privilege  to  the  utmost 
extremity  ?  The  first  point  is,  I  believe, 
usually  determined  by  the  authority 
of  the  Speaker.  The  other  point  is  one 
that  on  the  advice  of  the  Covemment  of 
the  day  has  very  often  been  decided  on 
the  side  of  this  House.  There  is  this  great 
difficulty,  that  nowhere  is  there  anything 
like  a  clear  and  authoritative  description 
of  what  is  and  what  is  not  the  privilege 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  There  is  no 
statute  dealing  with  it.  There  is  no 
written  constitution  to  which  we  can 
appeal.  There  is  no  compact  even 
between  the  two  Houses.  It  is  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  one  House  to 
limit  the  opportunities  of  the  other. 

That  claim  has  been  made  sometimes 
in  a  moderate  and  sometimes  in  a  very 
extreme  form,  but  I  take  it  that  the 
most  extreme  form  in  which  that  doctrine 
can  be  put  is  that  which  is  to  be  foimd 
in  the  famous  Resolutions  of  1671  and 
1678,  to  which  the  noble  Lord  in  charge 
of.  the  Bill  appealed  the  other  evening, 
when  he  was  good  enough  to  reply  to 
me.  He  regarded  these  Resolutions  as 
a  weapon  absolutely  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  demolishing  the  argument 
which  I  had  submitted  to  the  House. 
I  should  like  to  say,  in  passing,  that 
the  noble  Earl,  when  he  dealt  with  some 
remarks  which  I  had  made,  rather 
gently  ridiculed  my  argxmient  upon  the 
ground  that  I  was  basing  myself  upon 
somewhat  antiquated  precedents,  because 
I  had  quoted  the  authority  of  two 
Speakers  of  the  House  of  Commons  and 
of  Lord  John  Russell  in  the  years  1837 
and,  I  think,  1848.  Well,  the  privilege 
Resolution  is  very  much  more  antiquated 
than  either  of  those  deliverances,  and  if 
one  was  able  to  argue  a  case  of  that 
kind  upon  scientific  grounds,  I  should 
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be  very  much  inclined  to  maintain  that 
it  did  not  by  any  means  follow  tliat, 
because  certain  rules  were  suitable  for 
regulating  the  relations  of  the  two 
Houses  in  the  seventeenth  century,  tlie 
same  rules  were  equally  applicable  in 
the  twentieth  century,  but  1  am  not 
going  to  enter  into  a  dissertation  of  that 
kind  this  evening. 

But  I  am  going  to  take,  as  the  noble 
Viscount  in  charge  of  the  Bill  took,  the 
seventeenth-century  Resolutions  as  the 
bed-rock,  as  to  s|^ak,  of  this  controversy, 
and  I  want  the  House  to  consider  what 
is  said  in  them.  This  is  what  the  Resoln- 
tion  of  1671  says — 

''  The  House  resolves  that  in  all  aids  giren 
to  the  King  by  the  Commons,  the  rate  or  Ux 
ought  not  to  be  altered  by  the  Lords." 

And  then  in  1678  they  jesolved — 

"  That  all  aids  and  supplies  and  aids  to  His 
Alajesty  in  Parliament  are  the  sole  gift  of  the 
Commons,  and  all  Bills  for  the  granting  of  uij 
such  aids  and  supplies  ought  to  begin  with  the 
Commons ;  and  that  it  is  the  undoubted  and 
sole  right  of  the  Commons  to  direct,  limit,  and 
appoint  in  such  Bills  " — 

that  is.  Bills  granting  aids  and  supplier 

'*  The  ends,  purposes,  considerations,  condiUoB^ 
limitations,  and  qualifications  of  such  gnots, 
which  ought  not  to  be  changed  or  altered  by 
the  House  of  Lords." 

That  is  the  authority  on  which  the 
noble  Viscount  relies.  Even  if  we  accept 
that  Resolution  as  a  conclusive  authority, 
I  venture  to  suggest  to  the  House  that 
this  Bill  is  not  a  Bill  granting  aids  and 
supplies  to  His  Majesty.  It  is  not  a 
fiscal  Bill  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word 
at  all.  It  is  not  a  Bill  imposing  taxation. 
I  rather  wish  it  was.  If  we  were  told 
something  in  this  Bill  about  the  taxati«i 
which  it  involves  we  should  be  wiaer 
men  than  we  are  at  present.  All  that 
this  Bill  does  is  to  affirm  that  persons 
of  a  certain  age  are  henceforth  to  have 
a  right  to  a  certain  pension  and  to  lay 
down  the  conditions  under  which  that 
pension  is  to  be  receivable. 

Again  I  am  going  to  appeal  to  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  BiD.  The 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  himself 
moved  Amendments  doing  what  we  are 
told  we  had  no  right  to  do — that  is, 
varying  the  charges  which  may  heicf- 
forth  arise  in  consequence  of  this  Bill 
becoming  law.  Does  the  noble  Viscount 
remember  that  in  the  second  clause  he 
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moved  an  Amendment  altering  the 
^x)ndition8  as  to  residence  ?  Well,  ob- 
viously, that  was  an  alteration  which 
<;ovdd  not  help  making  a  difference  in  the 
<)harge  which  would  result  from  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  He  moved  the 
Amendment,  but  it  is  quite  true  that 
later  in  the  discussion  he  gracefully  gave 
way  upon  the  point  and  allowed  some- 
body else's  Amendment  to  be  passed. 
1  cannot  help  thinking  that  I  detected 
a  moment  when  the  noble  Viscount  saw 
that  he  was  skating  on  very  thin  ice,  and 
he  gracefully  abdicated  the  duty  he  had 
undertaken  for  that  reason.  But  he  had 
Another  Amendment — ^an  Amendment 
varying  the  term  of  the  imprisonment 
which  might  in  certain  cases  be  a  dis- 
qualification for  the  receipt  of  a  pension. 
Was  not  that  to  vary  the  charge  ? 
Unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken  the 
Amendment  which  we  afterwards  in- 
serted to  deal  with  that  point  has  been 
rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
i)he  very  ground  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  privilege  of  the  House. 

Then  throughout  the  discussion  the 
ncfble  Viscount  accepted  two  or  three 
Amendments  from  us  even  suggesting 
alternative  words  to  improve  their  lan- 
^age.  He  gave  us  no  idea  that  those 
minor  Amendments,  at  any  rate,  were  an 
infringement  of  the  privilege  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  But  whatever 
might  have  been  the  feeling  of  the  noble 
Tisoount  upon  that  point,  other  counsels 
liave  apparently  prevailed  elsewhere, 
and  what  I  wish  respectfully  to  point  out 
to  the  House  is  this,  that  if  this  new 
doctrine,  for  it  really  is  a  new  and  ex- 
tended interpretation  of  the  doctrine  of 
privilege,  is  to  prevail,  this  House  had 
no  right  to  discuss  and  amend  the  Terri- 
i:orial  Forces  Act  of  last  year.  It  will 
have  no  right  to  discuss  Bills  dealing 
with  education,  Bills  dealing  with  the 
•Civil  Service,  or  any  of  Aose  numerous 
Bills  which  come  to  us  in  these  days 
^iealing  with  what  we  speak  of  as  social 
questions,  all  of  which  involve  charges 
•on  the  Exchequer. 

1  come  now  to  the  Amendment  of 
my  noble  friend.  My  noble  friend's 
Amendment,  if  it  had  any  effect,  would 
certainly  have  had  the  effect  of  diminish- 
ing and  not  increasing  the  charge  upon 
^he  country,  but  I  pass  that  by.    My 
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noble  friend  certainly  did  not  desire 
to  interfere  with  the  grants  of  aids  or 
supplies  to  the  Sovereign.  What  my 
noble  friend  desired  to  do  was  simply 
this.  His  Majesty's  Government  had 
proclaimed  that  their  Bill  was,  in  a 
sense,  a  transitional  Bill.  They  told 
us  that  they  were  quite  aware  that 
a  Royal  Commission  was  dealing  with 
the  whole  question  of  the  Poor  Law, 
and  they  reserved  to  themselves  the 
right  of  amending  their  Act  when  that 
Commission  should  have  reported.  They 
actually  put  into  the  Bill  themselves 
words  under  which  the  disqualification, 
owing  to  receipt  of  poor  relief,  was  to 
come  to  an  end  in  the  year  1910,  because 
they  said  it  was  their  intention  to  review 
the  whole  system  of  this  pension  on 
the  one  hand  and  poor  relief  on  the  other 
before  that  date.  My  noble  friend  really 
only  desired  to  do  rather  more  thoroughly 
what  His  Majesty's  (Jovemment  them- 
selves desired  to  do.  There  was  no 
spirit  of  hostility  in  his  Amendment, 
no  attempt  to  wreck  the  Bill,  and,  I 
venture  to  think,  it  was  a  most  helpful 
and  reasonable  proposal,  coming  to  us 
as  it  did  with  a  very  considerable  backing 
from  those  most  important  bodies  whom 
we  have  not  sufficiently  taken  into 
account — ^I  mean  the  great  friendly 
societies. 

And  let  us  not  forget  that  my  noble 
friend's  Amendment  was  careful  to 
save  the  rights  of  all  existing  pensioners, 
so  that  it  would  be  nonsense  to  say 
that,  if  that  Amendment  had  found 
a  place  in  the  Bill  any  single  human 
being  would  have  been  robbed  of  the 
pension  which  hca  accnied  to  him. 
I  supported  my  noble  friend,  taking 
the  Government  at  its  word,  and  desiring 
by  voting  for  this  Amendment  to  record 
mv  protest  against  the  precipitation 
with  which  this  important  subject  has 
been  dealt  with.  But  you  have  learnt 
from  my  noble  friend  that  he  does  not 
desire  to  press  this  matter  to  the  bitter 
end,  and  that  he  proposes  not  to  insist 
on  the  Amendment.  Therefore,  so  far 
as  that  particular  question  is  concerned, 
I  consider  that  the  controversy  is  at  an 
end.  But  I  wish  to  add  this.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  possible  for  your  Lord- 
ships to  accept  without  demm  the  line 
which  has  been  taken  by  His  Majesty's 
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Government  in  regard  jto  the  application 
of  the]^doGtiine  of  House  of  Oommons' 
privilege.  I  think  your  Lordships  will 
recollect  that,  upon  another  occasion 
of  this  kind,  the  late  Lord  Salisbury 
proposed  to  the  House  and  carried  a 
Besolution  accepting  certain  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  making  it  clear  that,  if  the  House 
did  not  insist  upon  its  Amendments 
it  did  not  on  the  other  hand  accept 
the  view  taken  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
And  I  propose  at  the  close  of  this  dis- 
cussion to  ask  your  Lordships  to  accept 
a  Resolution  in  which  we  shall  place 
the  view  which  we  hold  to-day  upon 
record.  It  is  very  short,  and  I  venture 
to  read  it  to  the  House.  I  propose 
that  the  House  resolve — 


case 
and 


the    Prime    Minister    should    riae 
say  that  in   his   opinion  it  is  not 


**  That  this  House,  although  not  insisting  upon 
its  Amendments  to  the  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill, 
does  not  accept  the  Reasons  offered  by  the 
House  of  Commons  or  consent  that  the  said 
Reasons  should  hereafter  be  drawn  into  a  pre- 
cedent. The  Bill  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
not  one  for  the  grant  of  aids  and  supplies  to  His 
Majesty  in  Parliament,  and  involves  questions  of 
policy  affecting  the  treatment  of  necessitous 
persons,  in  which  both  Houses  are  concerned, 
and  with  which  this  House  has  in  the  past 
been  accustomed  to  deal."m||^  , . 

I  propose  atjthe  proper  moment,  with 
your  Lordships'  permission  to  offer  that 
Resolution  to  the  House. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  My  Lords, 
I  am  very  grateful  to  the  noble  Marquess 
for  the  kindly  terms  in  which  he  referred 
to  myself,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am 
not  quite  clear  as  to  the  actual  nature 
of  the  complaint  which  he  makes  against 
me  as  the  Leader  of  the  House.  What 
has  happened  to  the  Amendments  of 
this  House  is  this.  They  have  gone 
down  to  another  place  and  some  have 
been  accepted  by  the  House  of  Commons 
and  others  have  been  refused.  Of  those 
that  have  been  refused,  only  four  have 
been  refused  on  the  ground  of  privilege. 
The  remainder  have  been  refused  for 
other  reasons,  which  will  be  read  as 
the  Amendments  come  before  us.  As 
to  this  question  of  privilege,  I  am  not 
quite  clear  what  the  noble  Marquess 
thinks  we  ought  to  have  done.  When 
an  Amendment  goes  down  to  the  House 
of  Commons  and  appears  to  Mr.  Speaker 
to  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  he  rises  and 
states  his  opinion  to  that  effect.  Does 
the  noble  Marquess  mean  that  in  that 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdawne, 


a  breach  of  privilege,  or  docs  he  merdy 
mean  that  in  consideration  of  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  Amendment  the  House 
should  be  asked  to  waive  its  privilege  ? 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  mean  the  latter.  This  has  been  done 
again  and  again.  The  Speaker  has 
ruled  that  such  an  Amendme&t  does 
raise  the  question  of  privilege,  and,  there- 
upon, the  Minister  has  said  that  in  his 
view  the  Amendment  was  within  the 
scope  and  intention  of  the  Bill  and  was 
a  reasonable  one,  and  has  moved  that 
the  House  do  not  insist  on  its  privilege. 


♦The.  Earl  of  CREWE  :  Exactly,  my 
Lords.  That  may  be  done,  but  it  is  not 
likely  to  be  done  by  those  who  are  in  a 
position  to  prevent  its  being  done  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  ;  and,  if  that  is  done^ 
it  by  no  means  alters  your  Lordsiiip's 
grievance,  if  grievance  there  be.--  Tie 
grievance  of  the  noble  Marquess  is  not 
against  us,  but  against  the  authorities 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  put  a  cer- 
tain interpretation  upon  this  question 
of  privilege.  '  It  is  not  reasonable  to  place 
that  particular  responsibility  on  xis  on  this 
bench  or  on  my  right  hon.  friends  who  sit 
on  the  Government  bench  in  another  place. 
When  you  come  to  the  question  whether 
privilege  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  waived 
in  a  particular  instance,  then  yon  come 
to  the  merits  of  the  special  Amendment 
and  the  views  of  the  Government  of 
the  day.  It  may  be  desirable  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  in  order  to  cany  out 
a  compromise  between  the  two  parties,. 
or  from  a  general  desire  to  live  at  peace 
with  all  the  world,  to  waive  privil^e  on 
certain  Amendments ;  but  that  deals 
purely  with  the  substance  of  the  Amend- 
ments and  their  political  effect,  and  has 
no  bearing  wlU|ftever  on  the  question  of 
privilege. 

The  noble  Marquess  says  that  this  is  not 
a  case  in  which  privilege  ought  to  be 
brought  into  play  at  all,  because  no  money 
is  voted.  Is  that  seriously  maintained 
by  noble  Lords  opposite  ?  That  position 
has  never  yet  been  taken  up  in  this  House. 
If  that  were  so,  all  the  provisions  dealing 
with  money  in  any  Bill  except  the  Finance 
Bill  and  the  Appropriation  Bill  mi^t  be 
dealt  with  in  any  way  by  your  Lordships^ 
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and  that  is  a  claim  that,  so  far  as  I  know, 
has  never  been  taken  up  in  this  House. 
The  mere  fact  that  it  is  stated  in  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  that  certain  charges  will 
be  paid  out  of  the  monie6  provided  by 
Parliament  surely  does  not  prevent  the 
rule,  if  rule  it  be,  or  the  claim  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  operating  in  cases  of  this 
kind  ?  If  it  were  so,  it  would  be  open 
to  your  Lordships  to  deal  in  any  way  with 
the  finance,  not  merely  of  this  Bill,  but  of 
any  other  Bill  that  deals  wita  mi)ney,  and 
that  is  a  pretension  which,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  one  has  ever  attempted  to  make 
on  behalf  of  this  House. 

It  is  perfectly  possible  that  the  House  of 
Commons  may  in  some  cases  put  a  some- 
what strained  interpretation  on  its  privi- 
lege. I  remember  a  case  which  occurred 
in  1906  on  the  Irish  Labourers  Act,  when  an 
Amendment  was  sent  down  by  your  Lord- 
ships which  it  certainly  never  occurred 
to  any  of  us  in  this  House  was  a  breach  of 
privilege.  Mr.  Speaker  said  on  that 
occasion  that  in  his  opinion  the  Amend- 
ment was  an  infringement  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  it  would 
enable  an  arbitrator  to  add  an  additional 
sum  for  compulsory  purchase  of  land  which 
would  involve  an  increase  of  the  rates, 
and  that  this  was  not  within  the  com- 
petence of  the  House  of  Lords.  That  was, 
no  doubt,  carrying  the  doctrine  of  privilege 
very  far,  infinitely  further  than  it  is 
carried  by  the  action  of  the  other  House 
with  regard  to  any  of  the  Amendments 
on  this  Bill,  and  in  that  case  the  noble 
Marquess  did  make  a  protest  to  the  effect 
that  this  House — 

"  Though  not  insisting  on  the  Amendment 
to  which  the  Commons  have  disagreed  maintains 
its  right  to  legislate  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  valuation  upon  which  property  may  be 
taken  for  public  purposes." 

That  was  a  comparatively  harmless  pre- 
tension. But  when  we  come  to  the 
Resolution  which  the  noble  Marquess 
has  announced  his  intention  of  moving 
at  the  close  of  the  discussion  on  this  Bill, 
I  am  bound  to  tell  him  at  once  that  we 
cannot  possibly  concur  with  it,  because 
it  involves  the  proposition  to  which  I 
have  just  called  attention  as  being  an 
impossible  one  for  this  House  to  sustain 
— ^namely,  that  this  House  has  a  right 
to  alter  in  any  way  the  charges  contained 
in  any  Bill  that  comes  before  your  Lord- 
ships'   House,  provided   that    money    is 


not  actually  voted  in  that  Bill.  That  is 
a  proposition  to  which  we  cannot  possibly 
assent. 

The    Marquess    of    SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  has  made  a 
distinction  between  a  money  Bill  properly 
oo-called,  and  such  a  Bill  as  that  under 
consideration,    because   that   distinction: 
appears  on  the  face  of  the  Resolution 
of  the  seventeenth  century  upon  which, 
the  Government  rely  as  justifying  the 
privilege    of   the    House    of    Commons^ 
No  one  who  reads  that  Resolution  care- 
fully can  doubt  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons who  were  responsible  for  passing  the 
Resolution  had  what  we  know  as  the 
Finance  Bill  and  the  Appropriation  Bill 
specifically  in  their  mind.     These  Bills 
are    preceded     by    a    formal    preamble 
which  differentiates  them  from  any  other 
kind  of  Bill  passed  through  Parliament. 
In  that  preamble  the  Commons  definitely 
assert  that  it  is  on  their  initiative  and. 
their  action  that  the  aids  and  supplies 
are  given  to  the  Crown.     You  find  the 
same  phrases  used  in  the  Resolution  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  what  the  Commons  of  that 
day  intended  was  that  the  right  of  taxation 
and  the  right  of  supply  rested  with  the 
Conmions,  and  that  those  Bills  could  not 
be  amended  by  the  Lords.     The  distinc- 
tion   is    a    very   rational    one,    because 
whatever  Amendment  your  Lordships  had. 
introduced  into  such  a  Bill  as  we  are 
now  considering  would  not  have  afEected 
the  taxation  of  the  country  or  the  supplies 
granted   to    the    King.     Those    matters 
depend  upon  other  Acts  of  Parliament, 
which  have  to  be  passed  in  their  turn. 
When  those  Bills  came  to  be  proposed, 
it  would  then  be  fully  justifiable  for  the 
House   of   Commons   to   rely   upon   its 
privileges    and   to    those    privileges   we 
should,  of  course,  pay — ^  ^  j 

I. 
♦The  Bablof  CREWE  :  I  am  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  noble  Marquess,  but  I  am 
extremely  anxious  to  understand  how 
far  his  argument  goes.  Would  he  hold 
that  it  was  in  the  competence  of  this 
House  to  say  that  a  pension,  instead  of 
being  5s.  a  week,  should  be  £1  a  week  ? 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  r 
The  noble  Earl  asks  me  to  define  at  this^ 
moment  exactly  how   far  the  privileges. 
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•of  the  House  of  Commons  go.  I  should 
not  presume  to  do  such  a  thing.  But 
the  Commons  have  to-day  rejected 
Amendments  on  the  score  of  privilege 
which  goes  far  beyond  anything  that  your 
Lordships  could  have  contemplated.  For 
instance,  one  Amendment  has  been 
rejected  which  merely  changes  the  author- 
ity to  administer  the  Act  from  the  County 
Council  of  London  to  the  borough  councils, 
And  that  is  held  to  be  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  the  other  House.  A  doctrine 
-of  that  kind,  if  it  were  admitted,  would 
prevent  your  Lordships  from  dealing 
with  any  Bill  involving  machinery  under 
which  Imperial  grants  are  made. 

♦Thb  Eakl  op  CREWE :  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  again  to  interrupt  the 
noble  Marquess.  But  is  the  argument 
of  the  noble  Marquess  that  this  House 
•can  amend  in  any  way  it  pleases  any  Bill 
in  which  money  is  not  actually  voted  ? 

The  Marqubss  op  SAUSBXJRY:    I 

do  not  see  why  I  should  be  compelled 
to  say  that  we  can  amend  any  Bill  in 
Any  way  we  like,  but  I  do  say  that  we 
can  amend  one  in  the  way  we  have 
amended  the  present  Bill.  That  was  a 
perfectly  legitimate  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  this  House.  The  noble  Earl,  in 
the  earlier  part  of  his  speech,  said  our 
quarrel  ought  to  be  with  the  authorities 
of  the  other  House  and  not  with  His 
Majesty's  Government. 

♦The  Earl  OP  CREWE:  I  said  that  the 
Government  did  not  move  that  the 
House  of  Commons  should,  on  the  merits, 
waive  its  privilege. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY  :  No, 
they  certainly  did  not.  They  relied  on 
privilege,  and  nothing  but  privilege. 
Whenever  Mr.  Speaker  said  that  a 
particular  Amendment  was  a  breach  of 
privilege,  the  Government  offered  no 
reason  on  the  merits,  but  moved  at  once 
that  the  Lords'  Amendment  should  be 
disagreed  with.  Does  the  noble  Earl 
,  think  that  Mr.  Speaker  thought  they 
ought  to  have  taken  that  course,  because, 
if  so,  he  is  under  a  complete  misappre- 
hension, for  in  one  instance  it  occurred 
to  aJMember  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  ask  whether  it  was  not  known  that  the 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


House  did  waive  its  privilege,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  thereupon  said — 
"  Yes,  constaatly  every  Bession.'* 

After  that  observation  the  GovemmeDt 
did  offer  some  reasons,  and  very  bad 
reasons  they  were,  for  disagreeing  with 
the  Amendments  of  your  Lordships. 
What  appears  to  be  the  fact  is  that  it 
was  not  the  authorities  of  the  House, 
who  merely  deal  with  dry  technicalities, 
but  the  responsible  Leaders  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  relied  upon  privilege  to 
reject  Amendments  which  they  themselves 
did  not  dare  to  say  were  not  reasonable. 
In  one  case,  rather  than  do  justice  to  the 
people,  they  relied  on  the  privilege  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Lobbbubn)  :  The  Motion  is  that  the 
House  do  not  insist  on  the  said  Amend- 
ments to  which  the  Commons  have  dis- 
agreed. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  op  the  PARLIAMENTS : 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  1,  hse 
21,  viz.— 

"  At  end  to  insert  the  words  '  as  verififd 
wherever  practicable  by  certificates  of  birth  ot 
baptism  or  in  the  absence  of  such  cert  ificatrs  bj 
Census  Returns  or  other  official  documents,  cr 
where  no  such  certificates  or  documents  are 
attainable  in  such  other  manner  as  may  seem 
sufficient  to  the  pension  authorities.'  " 

They  disagree  for  the  following  rea8<Hi : 
Because  so  far  as  the  matter  is  not  capable 
of  being  dealt  with  by  regulations  the 
Commons  consider  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ment puts  technical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  pensions  which  the 
Commons   consider   are    unnecessary. 

Moved,  ^'  That  the  House  do  not  insist 
on  the  said  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — (ViseowU 
Wolverhampton.) 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My  Lords,  as 
I  had  the  honour  of  moving  this  Ajnend- 
ment,  which  was  accepted  by  your  Lord- 
ships without  a  division,  I  would  re- 
spectfully ask  that  we  might  be  told 
from  the  Front  Bench  opposite  what 
were  the  grounds,  beyond  the  mere  dry 
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-teclmical  statement,  on  which  the  Govem- 
inent  rejected  this  Amendment.  The 
«ole  object  we  had  in  view  was  that  there 
•should  be  some  means  of  verif3ring  the 
-age  of  the  applicants  for  these  pensions. 
In  the  absence  of  such  a  provision  the 
system  will  be  open  to  fraud,  and  frequent 
losses  must  occur.  The  reason  sent  up 
by  the  House  of  Conmions  for  disagreeing 
to  this  Amendment  is  that  they  consider 
that  our  Amendment  puts  technical 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  obtaining  pen- 
sions which  they  consider  are  unnecessary. 
The  intention  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
make  it  incumbent  upon  the  applicant 
to  prove  his  right  to  a  pension  by  means 
of  some  document,  and  I  feel  that  the 
refusal  of  this  Amendment,  resting  in 
no  degree  upon  the  question  of  privilege, 
proves  most  unmistakedly  that  in  this 
matter  the  Leaders  of  the  Government  m 
the  House  of  Commons  have  been  more 
Anxious  to  inflict  a  rebuff  upon  your 
Lordships'  House  than  to  safeguard  the 
public  purse  against  fraud. 

♦Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON:  My 
Lords,  I  must  express  my  strong  dissent 
from  the  last  statement  of  the  noble 
Viscount,  which  has  no  foundation 
-whatever.  As  he  has  properly  said, 
no  question  of  privilege  was  raised  on 
this  Amendment.  The  Amendment  was 
fully  discussed  upon  its  merits  in  the  other 
House,  where  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  a  forceful  and  intelligent 
speech,  stated  to  the  House  what  were 
the  objections  to  the  noble  Viscount's 
Amendment  and  showed  how  onerous 
the  requirement  would  be  in  many  cases, 
and  how  hard  it  would  be  to  put  poor 
people  well  known  to  be  seventy  years 
of  age  to  the  expense  of  providing  them- 
selves with  birth  certificates.  There 
was  no  attempt  whatever  to  inflict  a 
rebufE  upon  your  Lordships'  House. 
The  House  was  at  first  apparently  in 
favour  of  defining  the  matter  more  fully 
in  the  Bill,  but  became  convinced  that 
it  would  be  very  unwise  to  do  so.  The 
House  thought  it  would  be  very  much 
better  to  leave  the  subject  of  this  Amend- 
ment to  be  dealt  with  in  the  regulations. 
Those  regulations,  as  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
informed  the  House,  are  all  but  complete. 
I  can  assure  the  noble  Viscoimt  that  no 
party  feeling  and  no  temper  against  the 


House  of  Lords  were  displayed  by  the 
other  House. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  op  the  PARLIAMENTS : 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  2,  line  7, 
the  Amendment  being  to  leave  out  the 
words — 

"  The  thirty.first  day  of  December,  nineteen 
hundred  and  ten." 

They  disagree  for  the  following  reason : 
Because  l£e  efEect  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  to  vary  the  period  of  disqualifica- 
tion for  a  pension.  The  Commons  con- 
sider it  unnecessary  to  offer  any  further 
reason,  hoping  this  reason  may  be 
deemed  sufficient. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist 
on  the  said  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount 
WolverJiampton,) 

♦Viscount  St.  ALDW YN  :  As  I  moved 
this  Amenament,  perhaps  I  may  say  a 
word  upon  it.  My  object  in  proposing  it 
was  to  ascertain  what  was  the  intent 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  framing  the 
Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  before 
your  Lordships.  Words  were  inserted  in 
the  clause  on  Report  which  appeared 
to  me  to  lead  to  the  result  that,  purely  by 
inadvertence,  the  House  of  Commons 
might  impose  at  the  date  named  a  large 
additional  burden  on  the  country  without 
having  meant  to  do  so.  If  I  rightly  under- 
stand the  matter,  the  question  of  privilege 
has  been  raised.  In  other  words,  that 
means  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  if  no  legislation 
with  regard  to  Poor  Law  reform  took 
place  before  Slst  December,  1910,  that 
this  additional  burden  should  be  laid 
on  the  country.  If  that  be  so,  it 
would  not  be  for  me  to  contest  the 
question  of  privilege,  even  if  I  could  do 
so  ;  and  I  am  bound  feankly  to  say  that  if 
I  had  thought  that  that  was  the  intention 
I  should  not  have  pressed  the  Amend- 
ment. But  it  was  not  resisted  by  the 
noble  Viscoimt  on  this  ground  at  all. 
He  resisted  it  because  he  said  the  House 
of  Commons  wished  to  bind  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  a  pledge  which  he 
had  given  that  legislation  with  regard  to 
the  Poor  Law  should  be  the  first  thing 
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taken  up  by  the  Goveniment  next  year, 
80  that  it  could  pass  into  law  before  the 
end  of  the  following  year.  I  should  have 
been  quite  content  to  have  accepted  the 
pledge  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
without  making  it  the  subject  of  a  statu- 
tory enactment.  But  the  House  of 
Commons  knows  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  better  than  I  do,  and,  as  they 
have  thought  otherwise,  I  do  not  wish  to 
insist  on  the  Amendment. 

Viscount  WOLVERHAMPTON: 
This  was  an  Amendment  which  the 
Speaker  himself  ruled  out  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  a  privilege  Amendment.  I 
plead  guilty  to  having  given  a  totally 
different  reason  to  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  CLERK  of  the  PARLLIMENTS  ; 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  2,  lines 
34  and  35,  viz. —  ^ 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  up  to  attaining/ 
and  to  insert  the  words  *'  immediately  preceding 
his  attainment  of.*  " 

For  the  following  reason :  Because 
the  object  aimed  at  can  be  met  by  regula- 
tions under  the  Bill. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not  insist 
on  the  said  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  CLERK  op  the  PARLIAMENTS  : 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  3,  line 
17 — viz.j- 

"  After  the  word  *  and,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  if  the  term  of  imprisonment  to  which  he  is 
sentenced  exceeds  one  month  he  shall  be 
disqualified' " — 

for  the  following  reason  :  Because  the 
Amendment  reduces  the  nimiber  of  persons 
disqualified  by  the  Bill,  and  may,  there- 
fore, increase  the  charge.  The  Commons 
consider  it  unnecessary  to  ofEer  any 
further  reason,  hoping  the  above  reason 
may  be  deemed  sufficient. 

Moved,  *'  That  the  House  do  not  insist 
on   the  said  Amendment   to  which    the 
Viscount  St.  Aldioyn 


Commons    have    disagreed.'^ — {Viscoui^ 
Wolverhampton.) 

♦The  Babl  op  CAMPERDOWN:  I 
understand  that  this  Amendment  is* 
regarded  by  the  House  of  Commons  as 
a  breach  of  privilege.  The  noble  Earl 
the  Leader  of  the  House  put  a  question 
just  now  to  Lord  Salisbury,  so  perhaps 
he  will  pardon  me  if  I  put  a  question  to 
him.  Does  the  noble  Earl  consider  thi» 
Amendment  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
the  House  of  Commons  ? 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  confess  I 
have  no  opinion  whatever  on  the  subject. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :     K 
the  noble  Earl  is  in  that  felicitous  s.at« 
of  ignorance,  the  noble  Viscount  (Lord 
Wolverhampton)  who  sits  next  to  him 
can  ha  dly  claim  to  share  it,  because  he 
himself  put  down  this  very  Amendment. 
I  am  sure,  after  all  the  speiches  with 
regard  to  the  limitation  of  the  liberties 
of  this  House  with  which  this   matter 
was  preceded,  that  the  noble  Vis  ount 
had    fully    considered    anything    which 
could  be  held  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege, 
and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  conceive 
any  Government,  especially  the  present 
Government,  infringing    the     privileges 
of  the  House  of  Commons.    As  the  BiU 
stood   before  the   Amendment  adopted 
by  your  Lordships,  a  person  who  had 
been  imprisoned  for  one  or  two  days 
would  be  disqualified  for  ten  years  after 
his  release.    Your  Lordships  said,  with 
the    entire    approval    of    noble    Lords 
opposite,  and  I  think  with  re£son,  that 
you  thought  that  would  be  rather  hard, 
and  that  such  a  disqualification  ought 
not  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  man  unless  he 
had   committed    an    offence    by    which 
he  incurred  at  least  a  month's  imprison- 
ment.    That    was    the    extent    of    the 
breach  of  privilege  which  was  committed. 
I  think  that,  had  it  been  put  to  Mr. 
Speaker  in  the  other  House,  he  would 
have  described  it  by  the  remaik  which 
he    made    in    regard    to   a    subsequent 
Amendment  as  **  privilege  gone  mad." 
I   think   this   Amendment  is   a   cousin 
four  or  five  times  removed    o  a  breach 
of  privilege.    Th^t  b  as  near  as  you 
can  bring  it.     The  noble  Visoount  was 
certainly  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a 
breach  of]  privilege,    or    he   would  not 


Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


i929 


Old-Age 


{31  July  1908} 


Pensions  BUh 


1930 


lave  proposed  it.  I  venture  to  say 
there  is  no  one  in  this  House  who  will 
get  up  and  assert  that  thifi  is  in  any 
tangible  sense  a  breach  of  privilege. 
If  the  Government  insist  upon  dis- 
qualifying a  man  because  he  was  im- 
prisoned for  a  few  days  for  a  trivial 
offence,  then  there  will  be  a  large  number 
of  persons  disqualified.  Perhaps  the 
Government  hope  in  this  way  to  find 
some  of  the  money  which  they  need  for 
public  charges.  But  to  call  the  Amend- 
ment a  breach  of  privilege  is  something 
approaching    nonsense. 

Lord  ATKINSON:  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  some  of 
the  awkward  consequences  that  will 
follow  from  the  enforcement  of  this 
principle.  I  observe  that  several  of 
your  Lordships'  Amendments  which  have 
been  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  are 
objected  to  on  two  grounds — ^first,  that 
they  are  a  breach  of  privilege  in  that 
they  affect  moneys  voted  by  the  House 
of  Commons;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
matter  can  be  done  by  regulations. 
But,  if  that  be  so,  the  regulations  must 
be  an  infringement  of  the  privilege  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  If  your  Lord- 
ships are  not  to  be  permitted  to  interfere 
in  any  way  in  these  matters,  it  is  rather 
hard  that  Treasury  clerks  should  be 
permitted  to  do  so,  because  that  is  the 
necessary  consequence.  Then  there  is 
the  contention  that  your  Lordships  need 
have  no  hesitation  in  leaving  these 
matters  to  be  dealt  with  by  regulation, 
because  the  regulations  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  both  Houses.  But  the 
claim  of  privilege  will  be  quite  as  applic- 
able if  your  Lordships  attempt  to 
interfere  with  the  regulations.  If  ever 
there  was  an  instance  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House  of  Commons  being  brought 
to  absurdity  it  is  afforded  by  the  re- 
jection of  this  Amendment.  If  it  were 
to  be  held  that  any  Amendment  made 
by  your  Lordships'  House  which  might, 
liowever  indirectly  and  inconsequentially, 
lead  to  an  increase  in  the  public  charge 
was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Conamons,  then  no  Amendment  could 
be  made  by  your  Lordships  in  any  con- 
ceivable BUI  that  came  to  this  House. 

*Vi8CouNT  WOLVERHAMPTON :  My 
Lords,  I  should  like  to  explain  my  position 


in  the  mattev.  I  agree  with  every  word 
which  the  noble  Earl  opposite  said  in 
regard  to  this  Amendment.  We  all 
have  our  individual  opinions.  This 
Amendment,  however,  was  objected  to 
by  the  Conamons,  not  on  the  ground 
of  privilege  but  on  its  merits.  As  the 
noble  Earl  appealed  to  me  on  the  point, 
I  should  like  to  say  that  I  have  not 
changed  my  mind  in  the  matter. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  I 
am  quite  sure  the  noble  Viscount  says 
what  he  thinks  to  be  accurate.  He  is 
quite  incapable  of  saying  anything  else ; 
but  he  is  labouring  under  a  complete 
misapprehension.  This  Amendment  was 
not  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons 
because  the  Coinmons  disagreed  with  it. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Government  ad- 
mitted that  the  Amendment  inserted  by 
your  Lordships'  House  remedied  an 
obvious  injustice.  It  was  rejected  by 
the  Prime  Minister  entirely  on  the 
ground  of  privilege  and  on  the  ground 
of  privilege  alone ;  and  because  of  this 
technicality,  which  was  not  supported 
by  the  Speaker  when  appealed  to,  for 
he  said  that  the  House  did  constantly 
waive  its  privilege  in  such  cases,  any 
unfortunate  man  who  is  put  into  prison 
for  a  few  days  is  to  be  deprived  of  his 
pension  for  ten  years.  This  is  the  kind 
of  policy  which  the  Government  think 
will  be  approved  of  by  the  people.  I 
am  certain  there  is  nobody  in  the  House 
of  Commons  or  in  your  Lordships'  House 
or  in  the  country  who  does  not  think 
that  this  Amendment  ought  to  be  in- 
serted ;  yet  it  is  rejected  simply  on  the 
ground  of  privilege. 

LoBD  ASHBOURNE  ;  It  is  quite  clear 
that,  if  your  Lordships'  Amendment  is 
not  insisted  upon,  the  Bill  passes  to  be 
interpreted  exactly  on  its  own  words, 
which  are  that  if  a  man  is  sentenced  to 
the  shortest  period  of  imprisonment  he 
will  be  deprived  of  his  pension  for  ten 
years.  Regulations  cannot  be  brought 
in  to  give  a  different  meaning  to  this 
provision. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  reason 
why  this  Amendment  was  rejected.  The 
re£U9on  given  by  the  Cononons  is  that  the 
Amendment  would  reduce  the  number  of 
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persons  disqualified  by  the  Bill,  and 
might,  therefore,  increase  the  charge. 
The  Amendment  is  rejected  on  pure, 
narrow,  technical  grounds  that  have  no 
relation  whatever  to  its  merits,  which  we 
know  go  entirely  the  other  way. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  op  the  PARLIAMENTS : 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  4,  line  2 
— viz.: 

**  After  the  word  *  him,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  as  to  i^odiioe  the  largest  income]  that  can 
be  reasonably  obtained  m>m  it '  "— 

for  the  reason  that  it  would  apply  tests 
of  means  which  would  be  more  stringent 
than  those  in  the  Bill  aiid  very  difficult 
to  administer. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House^do  not  insist 
on  the  said  Aniendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount 
Wolverhampton.)  Ij        y 

Viscount  ST.  ALDWYN  :  In  moving 
this  Amendment  I  called  the  attention  of 
your  Lordships  to  what  must  be  admitted 
even  now  to  be  a  blot  in  the  Bill.  As  the 
Bill  stands,  without  the  Amendment,  it 
will  be  possible  for  two  persons,  husband 
and  wife,  having  each  £1,200  invested  in 
Consols,  to  obtain  a  pension  of  Is.  a  week, 
and  the  object  of  my  Amendment  was  to 
secure  that  a  claimant  of  a  pension  who 
possessed  property  should  prove  that  he 
made  the  most  of  that  property  before 
he  could  e£ftablish  his  right  to  a  pension. 
The  House  of  Commons  have  rejected  the 
Amendment  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
apply  tests  of  means  which  would  be  more 
stringent  than  those  in  the  Bill  and  very 
difficult  to  administer.  If  it  be  the 
intention  of  the  House  of  Commons  that 
persons  having  property  of  the  amount  to 
which  I  have  alluded  should  obtain  pen- 
sions from  the  taxpayers  under  this  Bill, 
I  have  nothing  further  to  say.  I  have 
done  my  best  to  prevent  what  I  consider 
would  be  a  great  waste  of  public  money, 
and  I  will  take  no  further  action  in  the 
matter. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  of  the  PARLIAMENTS  : 
The  Commons,  while  agreeing  to  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  insert, 
after  line  20,  paragraph  (d) — viz.  : 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotme, 


"In  line  20,  at  end  to  insert  Uiewonb'  (tf)If 
any  person  is  aggrieved  by  the  refusal  or  D^ect 
of  a  local  pension  committee  to  consider  a  daim 
for  a  pension,  or  to  determine  any  qnestioB. 
referred  to  them,  that  person  may  apply  in  the 
prescribed  manner  to  the  central  pensioD. 
authority,  and  that  authority  may,  if  they 
considci  that  the  local  pensicm  committee  ban 
refused  or  neglected  to  consider  and  detennine 
the  claim  or  question  within  a  reasonable  time. 
themselves  consider  and  determine  the  claim 
or  question  in  the  same  manner  as  oq  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  pensioi 
committee  " — 

disagree  with  the  Amendment  to  insert 
paragraph  (e) 

'*  (e)  the  expressicm  *  party  aggrieved '  shall 
include  a  member  of  the  said  committw 
who  has  taken  part  in  the  consideratidi  d 
the  report  and  has  dissented  from  the  dedaon.'' 

They  disagree  for  the  following  reason: 
Because  they  do  not  consider  that  a 
special  appeal  should  be  given  in  sock 
a  case. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  cot 
insist  on  that  part  of  the  said  Amend- 
ment to  which  the  CTommons  havf 
disagreed." — (Viscount  Wolverhampton.) 

LoBD  ATKINSON  :  I  moved  tte 
Amendment  to  prevent  abuses;  and  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  tlie 
Grovemment  will  live  to  learn  the  gro® 
abuse  which  the  absence  of  this  Amend- 
ment will  give  opportimity  for. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  of  the  PARLIAMENTS : 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  in  page  if. 
line  30,  and  after  line  40 — viz. : 

**In  line  30,  at  end  to  insert  the  wocds 
*  for  the  purposes  of  this  subsection  the  ei- 
pression  "  borough "  includes  a  metropolitaB 
borough  and  the  city  of  London,  and  Uie 
expression  **  council  of  a  borough  "  inchide» 
the  council  of  a  metropolitan  borough,  snd  at 
respects  the  City  of  London,  the  mayor,  slder- 
men,  and  commons  of  the  City  of  Loodon  in 
common  council  assembled.'  ** 

"  In  line  40,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub- 
section *(3)  The  Local  Goyemment  Bosnl 
may  appoint  any  person  or  any  persom  Bot 
exceedmg  three  in  number  to  be  a  member  or 
members  of  any  local  pensions  committee,  or  d 
any  sub-committee  appointed  by  the  latter, 
who  shall,  when  appointed,  have  all  the  ri^t» 
of  ordinary  members  of  such  committees.'** 

They  disagree  for  the  following  reason : 
Because  these  Amendments  alter  the 
constitution  of  the  body  appointed  br 
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the  House  of  Commons  for  carrying  the 
Act  into  force.  The  Commons  consider 
it  unnecessary  to  offer  any  further 
reason,  hoping  the  above  reason  may 
be  deemed  sufficient. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  not 
insist  on  the  said  Amendments  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed." — (Vis- 
count Wolverhampton,) 

Lord  ATKINSON:  As  the  mover 
of  these  Amendments,  I  look  upon  the 
Commons  reason  as  unanswerable, 
because  the  reason  given  for  their  re- 
jection is  no  reason  at  all. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  I  understand 
that  these  Amendments  are  disagreed 
to  on  the  groimd  of  privilege.  Here 
again  is  an  instance  of  privilege  run  mad. 
Can  any  case  be  cited  in  which  privilege 
has  been  pressed  to  this  point  ?  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  universal  desire 
of  your  Lordships  that  those  who  are  to 
have  the  advantage  of  this  Bill  should 
not  have  that  advantage  delayed,  I 
presume  that  this  is  not  the  time  at 
which  your  Lordships  would  wish  to 
take  up  this  question  of  privilege.  But 
in  the  most  serious  form  I  enter  a  protest 
against  this  absolutely  imrivalled  case  of 
interference  with  the  rights  and  privileges 
and  duties  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
interpretation  of  privilege  set  up  by  the 
Commons  could  be  brought  into  every 
Bill  which  went  down  amended  in  any 
way  by  your  Lordships.  If,  in  order 
not  to  prevent  this  Bill  being  delayed 
until  the  autumn,  your  Lordships  forbear 
to  make  any  more  formal  protest  than 
has  been  suggested,  it  must  not  be  taken 
that  we  in  any  way  abandon  our  rights 
in  this  matter. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  CLERK  of  the  PARLIAMENTS  : 
The  Commons  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  6, 
line  9,  viz. — 

"After  the  word  'representation,*  to  insert 
the  words  *  or  if  any  person  directly  or 
indirectly  deprives  himself  of  any  income 
or  property  in  order  to  qnalify  himself  for 
the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension,  or  for  the 
receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  at  a  higher  rate 
than  that  to  which  he  wotdd  otherwise  be 
entitled  imder  this  Act.'  " 


They  disagree  because  they  consider 
this  is  not  a  matter  which  should  properly 
be  made  a  criminal  offence. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  not 
insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — {Viscoune 
Wolverhampton,) 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  This 
was  an  Amendment  which  was  accepted 
by  the  Government  without  any  opposi- 
tion at  all ;  in  fact,  I  think  they  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  an  improvement. 
As  the  Bill  originally  stood,  and  as  it 
win  stand  if  your  Lordships  do  not  insist 
on  your  Amendment — ^and  I  do  not 
propose,  in  the  circumstances,  to  ask 
3rou  to  do  so — a  person  who  directly 
or  indirectly  deprives  himself  of  any^ 
income  or  property  in  order  to  qualify 
himself  for  an  old-age  pension  will  not 
in  any  way  be  punishable,  but  will  meet 
with  the  success  which  his  fraudulent 
conduct  is  held  by  the  Government 
to  deserve. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  CLERK  OF  THE  PARLIAMENTS  : 
The  Commons  disagree  with  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  to  insert  a 
new  subsection  after  line  11,  viz. — 

"  (2)  The  pension  officer  may  at  any 
time,  without  the  matter  having  been  referred 
to  him,  call  upon  and  require  a  person  in  receipt 
of  an  old-age  pension  to  establish  that  he  has 
not  since  the  same  was  granted  to  him  become 
disqualified  to  receive  it,  and  the  pension, 
officer  shall  inquire  into  the  matter  of  the 
pensioner's  disqualification  and  report  on  the 
same  to  the  pension  committee,  who  shall 
receive,  and,  as  far  as  applicable,  act  upon  the- 
said  Report  as  if  it  were  a  Report  received 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  7,  subsection 
(c)  of  this  Act." 

They  disagree  for  the  following  reason : 
Because  they  consider  that  the  subject 
of  the  Amendment  is  a  matter  for  regu- 
lation. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  not 
insist  on  the  said  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — (Viscount 
Wolverhampton. ) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved  to  resolve,  "  That  this  House, 
although  not  insisting  upon  its  Amend- 
ments   to    the    Old-Age  Pensions   Bill, 
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-does  not  accept  the  Reasons  offered 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  or  consent 
that  the  said  Reasons  should  hereafter 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent.  The  Bill 
IS,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  not 
one  for  the  grant  of  aids  and  supplies 
to  His  Majesty  in  Parliament,  and  in- 
volves questions  of  policy  affecting 
the  treatment  of  necessitous  persons,  in 
which  both  Houses  are  concerned,  and 
with  which  this  House  has  in  the  past 
been  accustomed  to  deal."— (JA^  Mar- 
guess  of  Lansdowne.) 

The   lord    CHANCELLOR:     Will 
your  Lordships  allow  me  to  say  a  few 
words   upon   this   Resolution  ?    It   has 
not  been  infrequent  for  this  House  to 
enter  upon  record  its  opinion  of  its  own 
Tights   in   opposition   to   the   privileges 
claimed    by    the    House    of    Commons. 
But  I  think  on  this  occasion  there  is 
implicitly  involved  in  this   Resolution 
a  claim  which,  as  foreshadowed  in  the 
speech    of    the     noble    Marquess    the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,   and  in  the 
speech    of    the    noble   Marquess   Lord 
Salisbury,  I  believe  to  be  unprecedented. 
Let  me  point  this  out — ^that  the  privilege 
•  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  admittedly 
somewhat     indistinct    at    its     borders. 
No  one  can  read  the  history  of  this  ques- 
tion and  the  various  Resolutions  which 
have  been  arrived  at,  and  the  various 
acts  which  have  taken  place,  without  see- 
ing that  there  is  a  certain  borderland 
wfich  is  indeterminate  and  to  a  certain 
extent    indefinite.     But    the    House    of 
Commons  has  always  dealt  with  Bills 
•of    this    kind    as    measures    involving 
privilege.    The  noble  Marquess  referred 
to  the  Resolution  of  1678,  but,  in  addition 
to  that,  or  in  illustration  of  that,  there  is  a 
long  course  of  dealings  by  the  House  of 
Commons  every  year  in  which  they  claim 
that   these   subject-matters — ^the   condi- 
tions under  which  money  shall  be  spent 
— ^shall  be  treated  as  matters  of  privilege. 
The  noble  Marquess  Lord  Salisbury  and 
the  noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  their  speeches  apparently 
claimed  that  nothing  but  Finance  Bills 
could   be   matters   of   privilege   of   the 
-Commons.    That  is  the  logical  result  of 
the  contention  put  forward   by  them. 
It  would  be  perfectly  easy  to  show  that 
all  you  have  to  do  would  be  to  introduce 
a  clause  involving  a  charge  in  a  Bill  of 
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this  kind  in  order  to  bring  it  within  the 
rule    of    the    noble    Marquess   himself. 
The  practice,  it  is  said,  has  been  tbt 
Bills   of   this    kind    should   be  treated 
separately  from  the  funds,  and  then  that 
the  Appropriation  Bill  should  supply  the 
actual  grant  of  the  funds.  ,  AU  I  can  say 
is  that  this  seems  to  me  to  be  a  new  ckim, 
that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  should  be  free 
from  any  privilege  of  any  sort  or  kbd. 
It  is  a  new  claim  to  say  that  there  is  no 
privilege  of  the  Commons  in  a  Bill  of 
this  kind.     Certainly  that  is  not  claimed 
by  the  noble  Viscount  Lord  St.  Aldwyn. 
It  was,  however,  claimed  by  the  noble 
Marquess.     I   observed   that  the  noble 
Viscount  did   not   support   that  claim. 
He  no  doubt  felt,  as  an  old  House  of 
Commons  man,  that  it  would  not  have 
been  accepted  for  an  instant  by  the  other 
House.     Neither  side  of  the  House,  in 
any  House  of  Commons  in  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  sit,  would  have  listened 
for  a  moment  to  a  claim  of  that  kind. 
I  think  it  would  be  deplorable  if  a  claim 
of  this  kind  were  put  forward,  becanse 
there  is  not  the  faintest  chance  that  it 
would  be  admitted  and  allowed.    Everv 
one  knows  how  jealous,  not  only  Liberal 
Houses  of  Commons,  but  Conservatiw 
Houses  of  Commons  have  been  upon  thk 
question  of  money  grants.     I  am  quite 
sure  that  if  this  Resolution,  which  has 
been  moved  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, is  to  have  the  meaning  which,  in 
accordance  with  the  speeches  delivered,  it 
seems  to  convey,  it  is  putting  forward* 
claim  which  for  hundreds  of  years  has 
never  been  advanced  in  this  House. 


The  Babl  of*  HALSBURY  :  My 
Lords,  I  am  afraid  that  if  the  records  to 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  referred 
were  examined  with  particular  minute- 
ness it  would  be  difficult  to  say  that  the 
contentions  on  either  side  have  been 
conducted  on  rules  of  strict  logic.  The 
misfortune  is  that  each  House  claims  to  be, 
and  undoubtedly  is,  the  guardian  of  its 
own  privileges.  That  is  to  say,  that  tie 
majority  of  the  House  from  time  to  time 
has  a  right  to  declare  what  its  privileges 
are,  and  that  nobody  shall  interfere 
with  them,  and  occasionally  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that  the  other  House  has 
somewhat  partially  considered  the  ques- 
tioii,  and  not  taken  up  the  only  kgicil 
position  that  could  be  taken,  that,  where 
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it  is  only  a  question  of  an  indirect  effect 
npon  the  finances  of  the  country,  nobody 
has  ever  successfully  contended  that 
this  raised  a  question  of  privilege.  Let 
us  take  the  most  ordinary  case.  Sup- 
pose a  question  of  criminal  law  affect- 
ing such  and  such  an  offence.  It  is 
quite  true  that  the  question  of  greater  or 
less  punishment  by  imprisonment  involves 
a  greater  or  less  charge  upon  the  country^ 
but  that  I  do  not  think  involves  any 
question  of  privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  is  a  broad  distinction 
between  a  direct  and  an  indirect  effect 
upon  the  supplies  oc  aid  granted  to  the 
Sovereign.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Motion  which  the  noble  Marquess  has  now 
moved  puts  forward  any  new  claim  on  the 
part  of  this  House.  It  is  only  right  to 
maintain  the  claim,  which  has  often 
hitherto  been  conceded,  and  if  not  con- 
ceded specially  waived,  by  the  House  of 
Commons. 

♦The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH :    My 

Lords,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  that 

there  is  no  precedent  for  the  position  in 

which  we    are  now    placed.     Here  is  a 

measure  raising  a  vast  and  wide  question 

t      and  involving  enormous  expense  ;     but 

through  the  action  of  the  Government, 

while  one  House  is   debarred    by  the 

r       guillotine    from    discussing    it,    by    an 

^      "exaggerated   interpretation  of  privilege 

the    other     House     is    debarred     from 

amending  it. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  re- 
ferred so  pointedly  to  me  that,  although 
I  am  far  from  claiming  to  be  an  authority 
<m  the  great  constitutional  question  at 
issue,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  permit 
me  to  say  a  few  words.  I  was  surprised 
j&t  the  contention  of  the  noble  Earl  who 
leads  the  House  and  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  that, 
either  in  moving  or  supporting  this 
Resolution,  we  on  this  side  make  such  a 
-claim  as  that  which  was  suggested  by 
tihose  noble  Lords. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  Did  the  noble 
Viscount  hear  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Marquess  who  leads  the  Opposition  ? 

Viscount  St.'^ALDWYK:    Yes,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  justified  the  interpre- 
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tation  which  the  noble  Earl  put  upon  it. 
My  noble  friend  has  never  claimed  that 
the  only  Bills  to  which  privilege  should 
apply  are  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  the 
Finance  Bill  of  the  year.  My  noble 
friend  has  never  said  that  privilege  could 
not  arise  on  a  Bill  such  as  this.  What 
has  always  been  said  is  that  a  question 
of  privilege  would  arise  if  by  the  action 
of  your  Lordships  a  charge  was  directly 
imposed  upon  the  taxpayers.  But  the 
question  before  us  to-day  is  no  question 
of  that  kind.  It  is  a  question  of  two 
Amendments,  one  of  which  fixes  the 
term  of  imprisonment  at  a  month  instead 
of  seven  days,  and  the  other  concerns 
the  authority  by  which  this  Act  should 
be  administered.  It  seems  to  me  that 
an  interpretation  has  been  placed  on 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons 
which  I  have  never  heard  of  before. 


♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  The  noble 
Viscount  who  has  just  sat  down  has  put 
his  case  very  moderately ;  but,  unless 
my  recollection  is  entirely  wrong,  what 
he  said  is  not  at  all  the  same  as  that 
which  was  said  by  the  two  noble  Mar- 
quesses opposite.  What  I  understood 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  say  was 
that  because  no  money  was  voted  by 
this  Bill  it  did  not  come  imder  the  term 
of  aids  and  supplies  mentioned  in  the 
House  of  Commons  Resolution.  From 
that  I  deduced  that  the  noble  Marquess 
considered  that  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons  were  not  involved 
in  any  Bill  in  which  money  was  not 
actually  voted,  and  from  that  I  further 
deduced  that  it  could  be  only  a  Finance 
Bill  or  an  Appropriation  Bill  to  which 
that  would  be  said  to  apply,  and  that 
therefore  a  Bill  such  as  this  would  not  be 
subject  to  privilege  at  all. 


The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  noble  Earl  deduced  from  my  ob- 
servations a  good  deal  more  than  those 
observations  really  contained.  The  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  told  us 
that  we  were  debarred  from  amending  it 
owing  to  the  terms  of  the  Resolution  of 
1671.  I  thereupon  said  that  I  could 
find  nothing  in  this  Bill  which  brought 
it  within  the  terms  of  that  Resolution. 
I  maintain  that  that  is  so. 
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♦The   Earl  op  CREWE: 
exactly  what  I  said. 


That  is 


The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
Then  I  hope  we  are  agreed.  I  heard 
with  great  pleasure  the  admission  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
that,  in  regard  to  this  question  of  privi- 
lege, there  was  no  very  distinct  border- 
land, and  that,  I  think,  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
it  is  so  great.  I  have  no  desire  to 
encroach  upon  the  frontier  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  but  my  complaint  is  that 
the  action  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
this  case  has  been  an  encroachment  upon 
our  frontier ;  the  two  Amendments 
which  have  just  been  referred  to  are 
conspicuous  instances  of  that — ^notably 
the  Amendment  of  Lord  Midleton,  who 
proposed,  as  the  House  will  remember, 
to  substitute,  as  part  of  the  machinery 
of  the  Bill,  borough  councils  instead  of 
county   councils.    During     the     earlier 


stages  of  this  discussion  the  Leader  of 
the  House  said  that,  whatever  else  we 
might  not  do,  we  had,  at  any  rate,  the 
right  to  amend  the  machinery  of  the  BilL 
Now  the  clause  to  which  Lord  Midleton 
moved  an  Amendment  is  a  pore 
machinery  clause.  I  cannot  see  that  it 
would  cost  a  single  half-crown  in  point 
of  money.  And  yet  that  Amendment 
has  been  rejected  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
an  interference  with  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  That  is  what  I 
call  an  encroachment  upon  our  privileges, 
and  it  is  against  appearing  to  acquiesce 
in  that  encroachment  that  I  desire  to 
guard  myself.  It  is  for  that  reason  and 
for  that  reason  alone,  and  not  with  any 
idea  of  putting  the  clock  back,  that  I 
have  placed  this  Resolution  before  the 
House. 

On  Question — 

Their    Lordships  divided  : — ^Contents^ 
37 ;    Not-Contents,  23. 


Devonshire,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Bath,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Salisbury,  M. 

Camperdown,  E. 

Cawdor,  E. 

Clarendon,  E. 

Cromer,  E. 

Dartmouth,  E. 

Doncast^r,  E.     (Z).  Buccktich 

and  Queensherry. ) 
Eldon,  £. 


CONTEXTS. 

Haddington,  E. 
Halsbury,  E. 
Mar,  E. 
Morton,  E. 
Mount  Edgcumbe,  E. 
Plymouth,  E. 
Waldegrave,  E.     {Teller.^ 
ChurchiU,  V.     [Teller.] 
St.  Aldwyn,  V. 

Bangor,  L.  Bp. 

Ashbourne,  L. 
Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 
Brodrick,  L.     ( V.  MidleUm, ) 


Clinton,  L. 

Curson  of  Kedleston,  L 
De  Mauley,  L. 
Ebury,  L. 
Killanin,  L. 
Lawrence,  L. 
Macnaghten,  L. 
Newlands,  L. 
Ponsonby,     L. 

ough.) 
St.  Oswald,  L. 
Sanderson,  L. 
Sudley,  L.     (E.  Arran,) 


[E.     Bestbor- 


Lorebum,  L.     (L.  Chancellor.) 

Ripon,  M.     (L.  Privy  Seal.) 

Beauchamp,  E.     {L.  Steward) 
Carrington,  E. 
Crewe,  E. 

Althorpe,      V.     (L.    Chamber- 
lain.) 


NOT-CONTENTS. 
Wolverhampton,  V 

Allendale,  L. 
Armitstead,  L. 
Castletown,  L. 
Colebrooke,  L. 
Denman,  L.     [Teller.] 
Eversley,  L. 
Farrer,  L. 
Fitzmaurice,  L. 


Granard,    L.     {E.     Granard,^ 

[Teller.] 
Hamilton  of  Dalzell,  L. 
Hemphill,  L. 
Herschell,  L. 
Pirrie,  L. 
Reay  L. 
St.  Davids,  L. 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  L. 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  BILL. 

Returned    from    the    Commons    with 

several  of    the  Amendments  agreed  to, 

and  one  of  the  Amendments  disagreed  to, 

and  an  Amendment  made  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  clerk  of  the  PARLIAMENTS  : 
The   Commons'    reason   for    disagreeing 


to  one  of  the  Lords'  Amendments  is  as 
follows.  They  disagree  to  the  Amend- 
ment made  by  the  Lords  in  page  5. 
line  39,  viz. — 

**After  the  word,  *  funds,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  the  professor  or  lecturer  i» 
not  eligible  for  membership  of  the  General 
Board  of  Studies,  or  of  any  faculty  other  than 
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the  faoultj  of  theology ;  or  (6)  the  erection 
of  an^  church,  chapel,  or  place  of  religious 
worship  or  observance  by  means  of  privtite 
benefaction  within  or  without  the  precincts  of 
the  University  or  college  '  " — 

for  the  following  reason  :  Because  the 
first  part  of  the  Amendment  is  not  in 
the  proper  place  in  the  clause,  and  they 
propose  to  insert  a  corresponding  pro- 
vision elsewhere  ;  and  because  the  second 
part  of  the  Amendment  is  contrary  to  the 
principle  on  which  public  money  was 
given  to  the  University. 

The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  The  altera- 
tion made  by  the  other  House  transfers 
to  another  place  in  the  section  the  words 
providing  that  the  professor  or  lecturer 
is  not  eligible  for  membership  of  the 
Greneral  Board  of  Studies  or  of  any 
faculty  other  than  the  faculty  of  theology. 
That  is  a  purely  grammatical  point, 
and  I  move  that  the  House  agree  with 
the  Commons  in  that  alteration.  The 
other  Amendment,  on  which  I  shall 
move  that  your  Lordships  do  not  insist, 
is  the  one  upon  which  considerable 
discussion  took  place  relating  to  the 
building  of  a  chapel.  I  do  not  want 
to  repeat  the  arguments  I  used  on  that 
occasion,  further  than  to  say  that  this 
particular  point  represents  a  com- 
promise which  was  arrived  at  on  the 
subject  in  another  place  ;  and  as  the 
division  last  night  showed  how  very 
nearly  your  Lordships  were  divided 
on  the  subject,  I  hope  you  may  be  dis- 
posed not  to  insist  on  the  Amendment 
to-day. 

Moved  "  That  the  Commons'  Amend- 
ment to  the  Lords'  Amendments  be 
agreed  to."— (TAe  Earl  of  Crewe). 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  Might 
I  ask  whom  this  compromise  was  between  ? 

*The  Earl  op  CREWE :  It  would  take 
a  pretty  long  time  to  explain  that,  and 
would  involve  the  discussion  of  the  entire 
history  of  the  question  over  some  years. 

The  Earl  05- CAMPERDOWN:  Well, 
to  put  it  short,  was  it  between  the 
Nationalists  and  the  Nonconformists  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  not  insist 
on  that  part  of  the  said  Amendment  to 
which  the  Commons  have  disagreed." — 
{The  EaH  of  Crewe.) 

^  The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNB  :  I 
ceHainly  do  not  desire  ta  suggest  that 
we  should  insist  upon  our  Amendment, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  narrowness  of 
the  division  last  night.  The  point  was 
one  about  which  we  had  ourselves  no 
doubt,  but  we  desired  to  give  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  had  already  changed 
its  mind  more  than  once  upon  the 
subject,  another  opportunity  of  discuss- 
ing the  question. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to 


ENDOWED    SCHOOLS    (MASTERS) 
bill  [H.L.]. 

Commons'  Amendments  considered  (on 
Motion),  and  agreed  to. 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  !•  ;    to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners.    [No.  203.] 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  Seven  o'clock, 
till  To  -  morrow,  half  -  past 
Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Fridayy  diet  July,  1908. 

The   House    met  at   Twelve   of    the 
Clock.  • 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  3)  Bill  (by  Order).— Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


PETITIONS. 


LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :    From  Marshfield  ; 
and  Wiltshire  Brewers'  Association ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Aberffraw  ; 
Alsager  ;  Belan  and  Bryntwrog  ;  Gaer- 
wen  (four) ;  Haslingden  ;  Kearsley  ; 
Liverpool ;  and  Llanddensant ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NATAL  (TRIAL  OF  DINIZULU). 
Petition  from  Edwin  George  Jellicoe, 
for  inquiry  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BELFAST. 
Copy    presented,    of    Report    of    the 
President  for  the  year  1907-8  [by  CJom- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OFFENCES  (IRELAND). 
Return    presented,    relative     thereto 
[ordered  9th  July  ;    Mr.  Lonsdale]  ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  289.] 

PROSECUTION  OF  OFFENCES  ACTS,  1879 
AND  1884. 

Return     presented,     relative    thereto 
[Address  30th  July ;  Mr,  Herbert  Samitel] 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.; 
[No.  290.] 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
^  Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Council  of  the  County  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  confirmed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  fixing  the  Hours  of  Closing 
for  certain  classes  of  Shops  within  the 
urban  districts  of  Ravensthorpe,  Soothill 
Nether,  an^  Thomhill  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TAXES  AND  IMPOSTS. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  15th  July  ;  Sir  Daniel  Goddard]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  291.] 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

^  Cop>  presented,  of  Agricultural  Statis- 
tics, 1906.  Vol.  XLII.  Part  III.  Prices 
and  Supplies  of  Com,  Live  Stock,  and 
other  Agricultural  Produce  [by  Com- 
mand] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


TREATY  SERIES  (No.  22,  1908). 
Copy  presented,  of  Treaty  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  die  United 
States  of  America  providing:  (1)  For 
the  Conveyance  of  Persons  in  Custody 
for  Trial  either  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  or  the  United  States  dirough 
the  Territory  of  the  other ;  and  (2)  for 
Reciprocal  Rights  in  Wrecking  and 
Salvage  in  the  Waters  contiguous  to  the 
Boundary  between  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  Signed 
at  Washington,  18th  May,  1908.  Ratifi- 
cations exchanged  at  Washington,  30th 
Jiu»e,  1908,  [by  Conmiand]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy   presented,    of   Diplomatic    and 
Consular    Report,    Annual    Series,    Xo. 
4083  [by  Command];     to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 
(FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Abstract 
for  the  principal  and  other  Foreign 
Countries  in  each  year  from  1896  to 
1905-6  (Thirty-fourth  Number)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  (FOREIGN  COUNTRIES 
AND  BRITISH  POSSESSIONS). 

(;k)p)r  presented,  of  Abstract  and 
detailed  Tables  showing  (Countries  of 
Consignment  of  Imports  and  Countries 
of  Ultimate  Destination  of  Exports 
(Supplement  to  Vols.  I.  and  11.)  [by 
Command] ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DENMARK  (NEW  CUSTOMS  TARIFF). 

Copy  presented,  of  Translation  ot  the 
Law  etsablishing  a  New  Chistoms  Tariff 
for  Denmark ;  together  with  comparison^ 
as  far  as  possible,  of  the  Raes  of  Customs 
Duty  contained  in  the  New  Tariff  with 
the  rates  at  present  in  force,  and  the 
English  equivalents  of  both  [by  Com- 
mand];     to  lie  upon  the  Table.  ^ 

GAS  UNDERTAKINGS. 
Return  ordered,  "relating  to  aU 
authorised  Gkts  Undertakings  in  tJie 
United  Kingdom,  other  than  those  of 
Local  Authorities,  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1907,  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
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338,   of   Session,    1907)."— (iS»f  Hudson 
Kearley.) 

GAS  UNDERTAKINGS  (LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Return  ordered,  "relatino'  to  all, 
authorised  €ras  Undertaldngs  in  the 
United  Kingdom  belonging  to  Local 
Authorities  for  the  year  ended  the  31  st 
day  of  March,  1908,  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  339,  of  Session 
1907)."— (Stf  Hudson  Kearley.) 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

Co-py  ordered,  **of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  Emigration  and  Inmiigration 
from  and  into  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  year  1907,  and  Report  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  thereon."— (Mr.   ChurchiU.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Ken  Employed  by  Tramway  Companies. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Finsbury,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  can  state  the  number 
of  men  employed  in  connection  with  the 
traffic  department  of  tramway  under- 
takings in  the  United  Kingdom. 

(Anstpered  by  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I  have 
made  inquiry,  but  I  cannot  find  thst  there 
is  any  exact  information  on  this  subject. 
I  understand,  however,  that  the  total 
number  of  the  cars  is  11,561,  and  that  on 
an  average  the  number  of  employees  may 
be  estimated  at  four  men  per  car.  This 
would  give  the  estimated  n\imber  of 
men  employed  as  46,244. 

Acquisition  of  Estate  of  Krs.  Charlotte 
E.  Hynes. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  the 
Estates  Commissioners  intend  to  com- 
pulsorily  acquire  from  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Elizabeth  Hynes,  in  the  County  of  Cavan, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act,  the  lands  of  Deanfield  and  Rynn, 
amounting  to  200  acres ;  if  these  are  the 
only  lands  this  lady  has  in  her  own 


occupation  ;  if  he  is  aware  that  she  has 
never  evicted  a  tenant ;  if  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  already  refused  to 
sanction  her  sale  to  her  tenants  of  ten- 
anted land  because  she  would  not  sell 
these  lands  to  them  at  their  own  price ; 
if  it  is  the  policy  of  the  (Jovemment  under 
the  Act  that  one  proprietor  is  to  be 
dispossessed  of  his  entire  property  to 
create  three  or  four  others ;  and  if  he 
will  inquire  into  this  case. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  have 
gazetted  notice  of  their  intention  to 
acquire,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act,  the  lands  referred  to  in  the 
Question.  The  objections  of  the  owner 
to  the  acquisition  of  the  lands  will  be  duly 
considered  and  judicially  determined; 
and  therefore,  seeing  that  the  matter  is 
sub  judice,  it  is  not  considered  desirable 
to  enter  into  details  of  the  matters  alleged 
in  the  Question. 

Ai^misition  of  Untenanted  Evicted 
Holdings  on  the  Warren  Estate. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners propose  to  acquire  compul- 
sorily  the  six  imtenanted  evicted  holdings 
on  the  unsold  portion  of  the  Warden 
estate  at  Sneem,  County  Kerry. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  there  are 
only  two  evicted  tenants  on  the  Warden 
estate  for  whom  they  consider  it  necessary 
to  provide  holdings.  They  hope  it  will  be 
possible  to  provide  one  of  them  with 
a  holding  on  imtenanted  land  on  the 
Warden  estate  itself,  and  the  other  with 
a  holding  on  untenanted  land  on  another 
estate. 

Listowel  Fair  Kent  Applications. 
Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  when  will  the  decisions  in  the 
fair  rent  applications  heard  at  the  last 
Sub-land  Commission  Court  held  at 
Listowel  be  delivered. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Land 
Commission  inform  me  that  they  antici- 
pate that  the  decisions  in  the  cases  heard 
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at  the  last  sitting  of  the  Sab-Commission 
Court  at  Listowel  will  be  annoimced  in 
September  next. 

Soottish  Firmi  and  Post  Offloe  Contraott. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  what  was  the 
extent  in  money  of  the  contracts  placed 
in  the  year  1907  for  waterproofs,  boots, 
bicycles,  and  tools  for  the  use  of  his 
Department,  and  how  much  of  that  sum 
was  placed  with  Scottish  firms  having 
their  premises  in  Scotland. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  figures  for  the  financial  year  1907-8 
are  as  follows — 


Amount 

Total 

placed 

Value  of 

with 

Contracts. 

Scottish 
Firms. 

£ 

£ 

Waterproofs 

-     13,950 

1,980 

Boots     - 

-     14,595 

Nil 

Cycles  and  parts 

-    27,656 

8,860 

Tools     - 

-      3,985 

Nil 

In  addition,  a  sum  of  about  £11,600  was 
spent  locally  for  the  repair  and  hire  of 
cycles,  and  over  £900  of  this  was  spent  in 
Scotland.  A  Scottish  firm  also  received 
orders  from  the  cycle  manufacturer  for 
most  of  the  tyres  supplied  on  the  new 
bicycles  purchased  during  the  year.  The 
value  of  these  orders  for  tyres  is  estimated 
at  over  £2,000.  This  sum  of  £2,000  is  a 
part  of  the  £27,656  shown  above,  but 
is  not  included  in  the  £8,860. 

*'  The  Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Keview" 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  postage  for  an  issue  of  the 
weekly  Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Review y 
weighing  1  lb.  15  oz.,  is  only  one  half- 
penny, while  the  postage  on  the  monthly 
The  Vulcan,  weighing  6 J  oz.,  is  twopence  ; 
whether  he  will  explain  the  principle 
upon  which  the  postal  authorities  dis- 
criminate between  two  journals  dealing 
with  the  same  class  of  news  and  catering 
for  the  same  class  of  readers,  and  adver- 
tisers ;  and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  redressing  this  difference 
of  treatment. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  BtuOonJ) 
Under  the  Post  Office  Act  of  1870  the 
prilvilege  of  transmission  by  post  at  the 
newspaper  rate  is  limited,  among  other 
restrictions,  to  publications  issued  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  seven  days. 
The  Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Review  conforms 
to  this  condition  and  is  registered  at  the 
Post  Office  as  a  newspaper.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  newspaper  post  is  unre- 
munerative  I  am  not  prepared  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  extend  the  privilege  to 
monthly  publications. 

Postmen's  Dnty  at  Port  Talbot 
Mr.  J.  WILLIAMS  (Glamorganshire, 

W.)  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  postmen  at  Port  Talbot  have 
been  compelled  to  perform  duties  proper 
to  the  class  of  sorting  clerks  and  tele- 
graphists against  the  recommendations  of 
the  Hobhouse  Committee  ;  and  whether 
he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  salaries 
proper  to  the  duties  are  being  paid  at  this 
office. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  So 
far  as  I  am  aware,  the  postmen  at  Poet 
Talbot  are  only  employed  on  duties 
proper  to  their  class,  but  I  am  having 
inquiry  made  into  the  matter. 

Tenders  for  Hew  Scottish  Fishery  CmiseE. 
Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land if  firms  will  be  excluded  from  tender- 
ing for  the  new  cru'ser  for  the  Fishery 
Board  unless  they  are  both  shipbuilders 
and  engineers ;  and,  if  so,  is  there  any 
reason  why  firms  of  approved  standing 
in  these  lines  of  manufacture  should  not 
tender  conjointly,  as  is  the  usual  practice 
in  the  case  of  the  mercantile  marine. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sindnir.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  Fishery  Board's  past 
experience  leads  them  to  the  conclusion 
that  for  their  special  purpose  tenders 
should  be  invited  only  from  firms  capable 
of  themselves  undertaking  the  whole 
work  of  construction. 

Irish  Fisheries  Orant  Supplementary 
Estimate. 

Mr.     BARRIE    (Londonderry,    N.) 
To  ask  the   Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  omission  of  the  words,  "  for 
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-the  year  ending  Slst  March,  1908,"  in 
"the  revised  Supplementary  Estimate  of 
£1 14,000  for  bonuses  and  capitation  grants 
ior  Irish  teachers,  passed  imder  Closure 
on  the  28th  instant  (No.  255),  and  which 
were  inserted  in  the  Supplementary 
Estimate  of  22nd  June  (No.  186),  will 
prevent  these  allowances  being  paid 
immediately  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March  last,  in  fulfilment  of  promises 
previously  made. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrdl,)  I  under- 
stand that  the  increased  allowances  are 
to  be  paid  in  respect  of  the  financial  year 
ended  31st  Mi^h  last,  but  of  course 
it  is  not  intended  that  Parliament  shall 
provide  more  than  one  year's  grant 
in  any  given  financial  year. 

The  Jasdan  Suooetsion. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  Jasdan  succession 
was  arrived  at  prior  to,  or  after,  pre- 
sentation of  a  memorial  against  change 
of  the  immemorial  custom  of  succession 
by  the  sons  and  grandchildren  of  the  late 
Chief  of  Jasdan  ;  whether  any  memorial 
has  been  presented  by  the  Kathi  com- 
munity generally  praying  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  interfere  with  the  immemorial 
customs  of  the  tribe  by  enforcing  the  rule 
of  primogeniture ;  and  what  reasons,  if 
any,  were  given  in  the  Government's 
Teply  to  such  memorial  for  the  intro- 
duction of  primogeniture. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely,)  The 
memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  of  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the 
late  Chief  of  Jasdan  was  not  submitted 
till  after  the  installation  of  the  present 
chief.  A  number  of  memorials  from 
Kathi  chiefs  and  others  against  enforce- 
ment of  the  rule  of  primogeniture  are  now 
imder  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council. 

JSslybI  Officers  and  Foreign  Languages. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
lie  is  aware  that  none  of  the  officers 
accredited  to  foreign  capitals  have  passed 
for  interpreter  in  any  foreign  language ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  utility  of  this  know- 
ledge, whether    he  can  state  how  many 


executive  officers  there  are  in  the  Navy, 
of  midshipman's  rank  and  above,  and 
how  many  of  these  have  passed  for 
interpreter  in  Crerman,  excluding  officers 
of  the  Mercantile  Marine  belonging  to 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  It  is 
true  that  none  of  the  naval  officers 
accredited  to  foreign  courts  have  qualified 
as  interpreter,  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  until  1904  no  executive  officer 
above  the  rank  of  lieutenant  could  be 
appointed  as  an  interpreter.  There  are 
3,364  officers  on  the  executive  list,  and 
of  these  ten  have  qualified  as  interpreters 
since  1905.  There  are  a  good  many 
officers,  however,  who,  without  being 
able  to  pass  the  high  standard  required 
for  an  interpreter,  are  nevertheless 
possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  German 
language. 

Pay  for  Sough  Carpentry  Work  in 
Government  worksnops. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, West- 
houghton) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
work  described  as  rough-carpentry,  viz., 
the  fixing  and  alteration  of  racks  in 
storehouses,  etc.,  is,  when  done  by 
private  firms,  performed  by  skilled  work- 
men, who  are  paid  the  standard  rate  of 
wage  of  the  district ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  place  the  workmen  doing 
this  class  of  work  in  Government  yards 
and  workshops  on  the  same  level,  so  far 
as  wages  and  conditions  of  labour  are 
concerned,  as  the  workmen  employed 
by  private  firms. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  McKenrui,)  The 
Ajiswer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  negative.  The  facts  are  as  stated 
in  reply  to  previous  inquiry  on  this 
subject,  and  no  reason  is  seen  for  depart- 
ing from  the  present  arrangements, 
which  have  been  in  existence  for  many 
years. 

Loss  of  H.K.S.*' Whiting.'* 
Mr.  BELLAIRS:  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  with  reference  to 
His  Majesty's  ship  "  Whiting,"  which  has 
been  blown  ashore  at  Hong  Kong  and 
may  become  a  total  loss,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  ship  has  no  officers 
according  to  the  Navy  List ;  and  whether 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


1951 


Quesiums, 


he  can  state  what  is  the  crew  on  board  her, 
assuming  no  men  are  on  leave,  and  where 
she  was  moored  in  the  harbour. 
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men  employed,  900 ;  number  of  persons 
in  other  grades  of  the  Post  Office  service, 
2,300  ;    volume  of  work,  9,612  units. 


(Anstoered  by  Mr.  McKenna,)  My  hon. 
friend  is  well  aware  that  the  fact  that  no 
officers  are  shown  in  this  month's  Navy 
List  is  no  justification  for  assuming  that 
there  were  none  on  board  the  ship  at 
Hong  .Kong  this  week.  The  Admiralty 
have  no  information  on  the  matter,  which 
is  entirely  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  on  the  station. 

Postal  Delay  at  Waterville  and  CaMr- 
daniel. 

Mr.  BOLAND:  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-Greneral  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  frequent  delay 
in  the  delivery  of  the  mails  at  Waterville 
and  Cahirdaniel ;  and  whether  he  will 
make  representations  on  the  subject  to 
the  railway  company  and  others  respon- 
sible for  the  delay. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,) 
I  have  called  for  a  Report  on  this  subject 
and  on  its  receipt  I  will  send  the  hon. 
Member  a  reply. 

Bolton  Postal  Staff 
Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  can  state 
how  many  postmen  and  how  many 
persons  in  the  other  grades  of  the  service 
there  are  employed  in  the  Bolton  postal 
district ;  and  what  is  the  volume  of 
work,  in  units,  in  that  district. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  following  are  approximately  the 
figures  : — Bolton  :  Number  of  postmen 
employed,  90 ;  number  of  persons  jn 
other  grades  of  the  Post  Office  service, 
160  ;    volume  of  work,  597  units. 

Manchester  Postal  Staff. 
Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  can  state 
how  many  postmen  and  how  many 
persons  in  the  other  grades  of  the  service 
there  are  employed  in  the  Manchester 
postal  district ;  and  what  is  the  volume 
of  work,  in  units,  in  that  district. 

(Ansujered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  following  are  approximately  the 
figures  : — Manchester  :    Number  of  post- 


,  Postal  Teleflrraphie  Ihitiei  at  Boune- 
nontlL 

I  Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchurch) :  To 
I  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  in  Paragraph  286  of  its 
Report,  the  Hobhouse  Committee  recom- 
mended that  sorting  clerks  and  tele- 
graphists in  Classes  1  and  2  should  be 
divided  between  postal  and  telegraphic 
duties,  and  that  Bournemouth  is  now 
in  Class  2 ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
this  specific  recommendation  not  pre- 
viously objected  to  by  the  Department, 
he  will  state  the  reason  for  withholding 
the  application  of  the  scheme  to  Bourne- 
mouth. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,)  I 
am  aware  of  the  recommendation  in 
question.  Li  answering  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Question  on  20th  July  I  explained 
why  the  recommendation  cannot  properly 
be  carried  out  in  the  case  of  all  officer 
in  Class  2. 
I 

'  Post  Office   Aocommodation   at    BaUf* 
I  money. 

I      Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :     T<y 

ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 

is  aware  of  the  dissatisfaction  that  exists 

in    BallymOney    with    the    Post    Office 

i  accommodation  ;     whether  he  is  aware 

i  that    premises   for    a    new    Post    Office 

'  for   the   town   were   advertised   for   six 

years  ago,  and  that  central  and  com- 

I  modious  premises  are  at  present  available ; 

,  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  effect  of 

the  present  limited   accommodation   on 

the    employees,    and    of   the    fact   that 

:  the  whole  of  the  town  has  to  be  traversed 

to  get  from  the  railway  station  to  the 

'  Post  Office,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 

:  bility   of   having   the   office   transferred 

I  to    more    central    and    more    suitable 
;  premises. 

(AnMcered    by    Mr.    Sydney    Buxton.) 

I I  am  not  aware  of  the  circumstances 
stated,  but  I  will  inquire  and  will  acquaint 

I  the  hon.  Member  with  the  result. 

I  Deaths  under    Ansssthetict  -Snggeited 
Rojsd  Commission. 

I      Mr.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth) :    To 
I  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
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Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  recent  deaths  of  three 
persons  under  anaesthetics  in  London 
hospitals,  and  which  were  the  subject 
of  coroners'  inquiries  on  Saturday  last 
the  25th  instant,  viz.,  Henry  Walter 
Furlonger,  aged  fifty-two,  an  employee 
of  the  City  of  London  Brewery,  who 
died  in  the  Central  London  Throat  and 
Ear  Hospital;  Lydia  Thompson,  aged 
forty-five,  who  was  given  an  ancesthetic 
at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital  for  an  opera- 
tion to  remove  a  needle  Which  had 
penetrated  her  hand,  and  in  neither 
of  which  cases  had  the  operation  actually 
commenced  ;  and  Harold  Cecil  Buttram, 
aged  sixteen,  who  died  at  the  London 
Hospital  in  the  middle  of  the  removal 
of  some  dead  bone  from  his  jaw ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  continued 
cases  of  deaths  under  ansesthetics,  he 
can  now  see  his  way  clear  to  recommend 
the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
I  have  seen  newspaper  reports  of  two 
of  the  cases  referred  to.  I  am  in  com- 
munication with  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  and  through  him  with 
the  Greneral  Medical  Council,  on  the 
question  whether  a  course  of  instruction 
in  the  administration  of  anaosthetics 
can  be  included  in  all  cases  in  the  course 
of  study  required  for  a  medical  qualifica- 
tion ;  and  I  think  that  the  question 
of  holding  a  formal  inquiry  by  Royal 
Commission  or  Committee  may  with 
advantage  be  postponed,  at  any  rate 
until  I  know  what  action  the  medical 
authorities  are  prepared  to  take  in  this 
matter. 

Cost   of  Beformatories   and  Indnitrial 
Sohools. 

Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  will  state  the  total  annual  cost  of 
the  reformatories  and  industrial  schools 
of  England  and  Wales ;  and  what  pro- 
portion is  borne  by  national  and  local 
funds. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
The  total  cost  for  the  year  1907  was 
£428,888.  The  Treasury  contributed  42 
per  cent,  and  the  local  rates  nearly 
42    per    cent.,    the    rest    coming    from 


subscriptions  and  profit  from  labour. 
Taken  separately,  the  Treasury  con- 
tributed 56  per  cent,  and  the  rates  2& 
per  cent,  in  the  case  of  reformatories; 
while  for  industrial  schools  the  pro- 
portions are  :  Treasury,  37  per  cent. ; 
rates,  47  per  cent. 

Coit  of  Prisons. 
Mr.  LEIF  JONES:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  will  state  the  total 
cost  of  the  prisons  of  England  and  Wales, 
both  county  and  national,  including 
therein  interest  on  capital  expenditure^ 
annual  charges  for  maintenance  and. 
pensions,  the  expenses  of  the  Prison 
Commissioners,  and  the  proportion  of 
this  expenditure  borne  by  local  and. 
national  funds. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
The  total  cost  of  the  prisons  of  England 
and  Wales,  including  State  inebriate 
reformatories,  for  the  year  ended  Slst 
March  last,  for  salaries  and  maintenance,, 
is  £722,396  3s.  9d.  There  are  no  charges^ 
for  interest  on  capital  expenditure. 
The  whole  of  this  expenditure  falls  on 
Imperial  funds.  The  annual  charge  on 
the  Superannuation  Vote  on  account 
of  Prisons,  England  and  Wales,  was 
on  the  30th  instant,  £83,736  Is.  lOd. 
In  addition  to  this,  some  £500  to  £600^ 
is  paid  each  year  in  gratuities  to  retired, 
prison  ofl&cers  who  are  ineligible  for 
pension.  These  charges  also  fall  on 
Imperial  funds ;  but  local  funds  bear 
a  certain  pension  charge  in  respect  of 
men  who  were  in  the  prison  service 
before  1878,  and  have  since  retired. 
It  is,  however,  impossible  to  state  exactly 
how  much  this  charge  is.  It  is  now 
comparatively  small. 

Cost  of  Inebriate  Homes. 
Mr.  TOULMIN  (Bury,  Lancashire)  :: 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  will 
state  the  cosf  of  inebriate  homes  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  last  year  for 
which  Returns  are  available,  including 
annual  interest  charges  on  capital  ex- 
penditure, annual  charges  for  mainten-^ 
ance,  the  amounts  contributed  by  the 
State,  and  the  amounts  contributed, 
by  local  authorities  or  private  enter- 
prise respectively. 
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(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  cost  of  certified  inebriate  refoimatories 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1906  was 
£55,489.  Of  this  amount  the  State 
contributed  £27,644,  and  local  authorities 
£27,845.  Details  of  the  expenditure 
will  be  found  in  the  inspector's  Report. 
The  cost  of  the  State  inebriate  refor- 
matories, which  is  borne  wholly  by  the 
State,  is  included  in  the  figures  relating 
to  prisons  given  in  the  Answer  to  a 
<Jue8tion  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Appleby  Division,  to-day.  Par- 
ticulars are  given  on  page  104  of  the 
Report  of  the  Prison  Commissioners, 
issued  in  1907.  Besides  the  reforma- 
tories, a  number  of  inebriate  retreats 
have  been  established  by  philanthropic 
bodies  and  private  persons,  but  no 
contribution  is  made  to  these  institutions 
from  public  funds. 

.  Coft  of  Lunatic  Asylnnu. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he 
will  state  the  total  cost  of  the  care  of 
lunatics  in  England  and  Wales  for  the 
last  year  for  which  Returns  are  avail- 
able, whether  borne  by  Imperial  or 
local  taxation,  including  therein  the 
annual  interest  charges  on  capital  in- 
debtedness, the  yearly  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  all  asylums,  the  expenses  of 
the  Limacy  Commissioners,  and  the 
charges  made  for  the  Broodmoor  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum,  together  with  the 
proportion  of  money  obtained  from 
Imperial  and  local  taxation. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
In  the  year  1905-6,  the  last  for  which 
complete  figures  are  available,  the  total 
expenditure  of  the  local  authorities 
of  England  and  Wales  in  respect  of 
lunatics  and  lunatic  asylums,  as  ascer- 
tained provisionally  for  the  purposes 
of  the  summary  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Returns,  was  £3,551,955.  This  is  made 
up  as  follows — 

•  £ 

,(1)  Loan  charges  (other  than 
those  paid  by  the  Lon- 
don County  Council)  642,686 
(2)  Maintenance  and  other 
charges  not  met  out  of 
loans    -        .        .        .    2,909,269 


3,551,955 


The  total  amounts  received  by  the 
local  authorities  in  that  year  in  the 
shape  of  grants  from  the  Exchequer  and 
other  leceipts  which  can  be  definitely 
allocated  as  being  in  respect  of  lunatics 
and  Itmatic  asylums  were — 

£ 

Grants 878,193 

Miscellaneous    receipts    not    de- 
rived   from    taxation       -  421,664 

There  is  in  addition  to  the  above,  th*^ 
cost  of  the  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic 
Asylum  and  of  the  Limacy  Commission 
which  fall  entirely  on  Imperial  fimds. 
The  former  of  these,  including  expenses 
charged  to  other  funds  or  votes,  but 
allowing  for  appropriations  in  aid,  was, 
in  the  same  year  (1905-6)  £38,966,  and 
the  latter  £18,764. 

Overworking   of  Children  and   Young 
Persons. 

Mr.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  die 
Home  Department  whether,  in  view 
of  the  Reports  recently  made  by  factory 
inspectors  dealing  with  the  disease  anc^ 
mortality  caused  by  systematic  over- 
work of  children  in  conditions  often 
detrimental  to  health,  he  will  considei 
the  advisability  of  introducing  fresh 
legislation  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  penalties  for  such  offences  under 
the  Employment  of  Children  Act,  1903, 
and  in  cases  of  repeated  conviction  for 
these  offences  for  providing  for  the 
imprisonment  of  those  who  are  respon- 
sible, without  option  of  a  fine,  instead 
of  the  fines  now  imposed  by  the  Act. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  whole  question  will  receive  my 
careful  consideration,  and  I  will  bear 
in  mind  the  point  which  the  hon.  Member 
raises  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  existing 
penalties. 

Mb.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  Report  on  pages 
178  ff.  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Work- 
shops for  1907,  with  respect  to  the  em- 
ployment of  children  in  the  Nortii  of 
Ireland;  and  whether,  if  such  cases 
as  that  of  L.M.  described  by  the  inspec- 
tor are  cognisable  under  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 
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lie  will  instruct  the  inspectors  to  cause 
proceedings  to  be  taken  under  those 
Acts  in  all  similar  cases. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  am  aware  of  the  Report  in  question. 
The  circumstances  do  not  seem  to  be 
-such  as  would  suffice  to  establish  a  charge 
of  wilful  neglect  or  ill-treatment  imder 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
Act ;  but  the  whole  question  raised 
by  these  Reports  will  receive  my  careful 
•considersltion.. 

Mr;  HUGH  LAW  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Lady  Inspec- 
ix>r  on  pages  152  ff.  of  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  and 
Workshops    for    1907,    with    regard   to 

t  complaints  relating  to  conditions  of 
•employment  or  supervision  of  the  work 
of  young  women  and  girls  which,  directly 
or  indirectly,  affect  conduct  or  morality 

}  injuriously,  and  to  her  Report  on  pages 
184  ff.  of  the  same  Report  with  regard 
to  employment  after  childbirth ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  introduc- 
tion of  legislation  with  respect  to  either 
or  both  of  these  matters. 

(Afi^swered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
Yes,  Sir,  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
<3hief  Lispector  is  a  Report  issued  by 
my  Department  imder  my  directions. 
The  first  of  the  questions  referred  to  is 
;a  very  far-reaching  one,  which  arises  in 
connection  with  all  kinds  of  employment 
of  women  and  not  merely  employment 
in  factories  and  workshops.  The  second 
question  is  being  made  the  subject  at 
the  present  time  of  a  comprehensive 
inquiry.  Both  will  receive  my  full 
-consideration,  but  I  cannot  make  any 
statement  as  to  the  possibility  of  legis- 
lation. 

Cost  of  Felloe. 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln)  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  will  state  what  is  the 
total  annual  cost  of  the  police  in  England 
And  Wales  (including  the  Metropolitan 
Police),  and  the  proportion  borne  by 
aiational  and  local  taxation,  respectively. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  beg  to  answer  tbis  Question  on  behalf 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  If  my  hon. 
friend  will  refer  to  the  last  Report  on 
Police  (Counties  and  Boroughs,  England 
and  Wales)  for  the  year .  ending  29th 
September,  1907,  Table  VI.  c,  pages 
248-9,  he  will  find  that  the  total  gross 
cost  of  the  police  was  £5,864,151,  and  that 
of  this  amount  £2,161,789  came  from 
the  Exchequer  Contribution  Accoimt, 
and  £3,145,457  from  local  rates.  The 
balance  consisted  of  sums  received  for 
services  of  additional  constables  and 
certain  other  receipts.     . 

Annual  Cost  of  Poor  Boliel 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  will  state  the  total  annual 
cost  of  poor  relief,  and  all  purposes 
wholly  connected  therewith,  in  England 
and  Wales  for  the  last  year  for  which 
Returns  are  available,  and  what  propor- 
tion is  borne  by  local  and  national  taxa- 
tion. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  The 
total  expenditure  on  these  purposes  in 
England  and  Wales  during  the  year  ended 
at  Lady-Day,  1907,  was  £13,957,000. 
It  is  estimated  that  of  this  sum  £790,500, 
or  5*6  per  cent.,  was  met  by  means  of 
repayments  by  relatives  and  other  receipts 
not  derived  from  taxation,  and  that  of 
the  remainder  £2,591,000,  or  18*6  per 
cent,  of  the  whole,  was  borne  by  national 
taxation,  and  £10,575,500,  or  75*8  per 
cent.,  by  local  rates. 

Acyustment  of  Financial  Relations 
between  County  and  Borough  Councils. 

Mr.  ADKINS  (Lancashire,  Middleton) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  what  steps  the  Board  are 
prepared  to  take  in  view  of  the  varying 
practice  of  Parliamentary  Committees 
with  regard  to  the  adjustment  of  financial 
relations  between  county  boroughs  and 
county  councils  when  the  rateable  value 
and  cost  of  f  inistration  of  the  county 
area  are  afic.  I  by  the  extension  of  a 
coimty  borough ;  and  whether  the 
(jrovemment  will  appoint  a  Special  Com- 
mittee or  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  to  consider  the  questions  raised 
by  the  decisions  of  the  House  of  liords 
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in  Caterham  Urban  District  Council 
V.  Godstone  Rural  District  Ck)uncil  and 
in  Durham  County  Council  v.  West 
Hartlepool  Corporation. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  John  Bums.)  This 
matter  is  receiving  my  attention ;  but 
I  have  not  at  present  arrived  at  a  decision 
with  regard  to  it. 

(Heating  Lightingrud  Cleaning  of 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in 
view  of  the  circular  issued  by  the  Scottish 
Education  Department  relative  to  the 
cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  schools, 
and  to  the  fact  that  totally  inadequate 
sums  have  hitherto  been  provided  for 
the  fuel,  lighting,  and  cleansing  of  the 
twelve  schools  in  the  parish  of  Lochs, 
Island  of  Lewis,  will  arran(];ements  be 
made  for  such  amounts  to  be  provided 
as  will  admit  of  effect  being  given  to 
the  instructions  contained  in  the  circular. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The 
proper  lighting,  heating,  and  cleansing 
of  the  schools  in  any  district  is  a  duty 
which  rests  upon  the  school  board  of 
that  district,  and  the  necessary  expenses 
must  be  met  from  the  school  fimd  of 
the  district.  No  Exchequer  grant  is 
made  specially  for  th»s  piurpose. 

Appeal  Against  Kagistrates'  Decision  in 
the  Cleave  Case. 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
direct  an  appeal  against  the  decision 
of  the  Liverpool  magistrates  in  the 
Cleave's  case. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
My  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to 
this  Question.  The  propriety  of  appeal- 
ing against  the  decision  in  question  has 
been  carefully  considered ;  but  the 
Board  are  advised  that  it  is  not  likely 
that  any  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
thereby. 

War  OfSoe  Aocou  *g  Officer. 
Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  an>  and,  if  so,  what  official  at 
the  War  Office  has  yet  been  appointed 
accitunting   officer  of  that   Department 


in  place  of  the  Director-General  of  Army 
Finance  whose  office  has  been  abolished. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  Bir. 
Charles  Harris,  hitherto  a  principal  clerk 
in  the  Department  of  the  Finance  Member 
of  the  Army  Council,  will  be  nominated 
to  be  accounting  officer  for  Army  Votes 
on  his  appointment  as  assistant  financial 
secretary  when  the  retirement  of  Sir 
Guy  Fleetwood  Wilson  takes  place. 

Increased  Salaries  for  Excise  Oficen. 

Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON  (Hampshire, 
Petersfield) :  To  ask  Bir.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  if,  as  the  duties  of  the 
Excise  officers  will  be  more  important 
under  the  Pensions  Bill,  due  provisioii 
will  be  made  for  increasing  their  salaries. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George,)  In 
my  Answer  of  the  2nd  ultimo  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Blackburn,  I  have  already 
indicated  my  readiness  to  consider  favour- 
ably a  recommendation  from  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  to  award  gratuities 
to  those  Excise  officers  who  may  be  called 
on  to  undertake  the  new  work  this  autuiB 
in  connection  with  old-age  pensiooL 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  add  anything 
to  that  Answer. 

Salaries  of  Excise  Officers. 
Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON :  To  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  arc 
the  present  minimum  and  maximum 
salaries  of  a  second-class  and  first-class 
Excise  officer  respectively  ;  and  if  only 
two  officers  out  of  nine  can  at  preaent 
expect  to  receive  a  higher  appointnient 
which  will  entitle  him  to  a  salary  exceed- 
ing £250  per  annum. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
minimum  salary  of  the  first  and  second- 
class  Excise  officers  is  £180  and  £11^ 
per  annum  respectively,  and  the  maxi- 
mum salary  £250  and  £160  per  annum 
respectively.  As  shown  at  pages  28^ 
and  36  of  the  Estimates  for  the  Revenue 
Departments,  1908-9,  the  present  number 
of  apj^  ointments  with  a  salary  exceeclinf 
£250  per  annum  for  which  Excise  officers 
are  eligible  on  promotion  is  556,  and 
the  combined  total  of  first  and  second- 
class  officers  and  assistants  of  Kxdse 
is  2,975. 
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Supplementary  Eftimates. 
rrSiR  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  has  been  the  total  amount  of  money 
voted  this  session  in  Supplementary 
Estimates  for  which  specific  provision 
was  not  made  in  the  Budget,  with  details 
of  the  heads  under  which  such  moneys 
were  voted. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George,)  The 
total  amount  was  £378,496,  made  up  as 
follows— 

£ 
Stationery  and  Printing      -        -  6 

Public  Education        -        -        -  114,000 
Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings      5,000 
Repajrments  to  the  Civil  Con- 
tingencies Fund  -        -        -     41,491 
Expenses  under  the  Unemployed 

Workmen  Act,  1905  -  -  200,000 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland)  -  -  13,000 
<6ovemment  Hospitality     -        -      5,000 


378,496 


Purohaie  of  the  Hort  Estate. 
Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  tenants  of  the  Hort 
estate,  in  the  County  of  Kildare,  signed 
proposals  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
grass  lands,  portion  of  the  said  estate, 
in  such  parcels  as  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  think  fit  to  allow  to  each 
tenant ;  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
offered  to  the  Land  Court  a  price  for  the 
Baid  estate  which  was  acceptable  to  Mr. 
Justice  Ross,  provided  the  offer  was 
amended  so  as  to  exclude  from  its  scope 
fche  lands  in  possession  of  one  certain 
court  tenant,  and  that  the  other  tenants 
of  the  estate  were  willing  to  agree  to  this 
condition  ;  that  cattle-drives  have  taken 
place  on  this  estate  and  that  the  Estates 
Conunissioners  have  withdrawn  their  offer 
to  purchase  in  consequence  thereof; 
svhether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  has  said  that  these  cattle-drives  had 
3een  improperly  brought  to  his  notice 
n  order  to  prejudice  his  mind  against  the 
tenants,  and  that  he  subsequently  ad- 
nitted  that  such  cattle-drives  may  have 
>een  done  at  the  instance  of  a  grazier ; 
ind  will  he  say  if  the  intending  purchasers 
lave  been  in  any  degree  identified  with 


the  cattle-drives,  and,  if  not,  will  the 
Estates  Commissioners  be  informed  that 
in  the  interest  of  the  vendors  and  pur- 
chasers the  offer  should  be  renewed  by 
them. 

{Arhswered     by     Mr,     BirreU.)       The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
they  made  an  offer  for  the  purchase  of  the 
estate  in  question,  which  was  for  sale  in 
the  Land  Judge's  Court,  but  they  sub- 
sequently withdrew  their  offer  because  it 
had  been  brought  to  their  notice :    (1) 
That  the  cattle  of  the  grazing  tenants 
had  on  four  occasions  been  driven  off  the 
lands,  and  that  men  with  blackened  faces 
and  turned  coats  had  cleared  the  lands 
and  assaulted  the  police ;    and  (2)  that 
the  tenants  on  the  estate  had  signed 
undertakings  to  purchase  only  on  the 
condition-  that  the  entire  of  the  grass 
lands    should    be    sold    to    them.    The 
Estates  Commissioners  add,  however,  that 
they  are  prepared  to  consider  any  applica- 
tion which  may  be  made  to  them  jby  any 
of  the  parties  concerned.     So  far  as  the 
proceedings  in  the  Land 'Judge's  Court 
are  concerned  the  registrar  of  that  Court 
has    furnished    me    with    the    following 
statement :     The  offer  for   purchase    of 
Hort's  estate   by  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners has  been  before  the  Land^Judge 
on  two  occasions.     The  first  occasion  was 
18th  May,  1908,  when  counsel  appeared 
for  two  persons  claiming*to  be  tenants  on 
the    lands,    and    directed    the    judge's 
attention  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  offer  was  that  their  tenan- 
cies should  be  determined  before  the  sale, 
and  possession  of  the  lands  should  be  given 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners.     The  Land 
Judge  decided  that  one  of  these  claimants 
held   imder   a   regular   tenancy   to    the 
Court,  and  that  he  would  not  and  could 
not   in    justice   determine   his   tenancy. 
In  the  other  case  the  Land  Judge  dis- 
regarded the  claim,  on  the  ground  that  the 
claimant  held  merely  under  an  agistment 
contract,  and  that  he  could  not  interfere 
in  the  matter.    When  the  matter   was 
under  discussion  mention  was  made  of 
cattle-driving  having  taken  place  on  the 
estate,  and  the  Land  Judge  said  that  this 
topic  should  not  have  been  introduced 
into  an  argument  on  a  question  of  law, 
and  could  only  have  been  introduced 
with  the  view  of  prejudicing  the  mind  of 
the  Court.    The  Land  Judge  did  not  say 
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that  these  cattle-drives  might  have 
been  done  at  the  instance  of  the  grazier ; 
he  refused  to  enter  at  all  into  the  question 
who  was  responsible  for  them.  The 
second  occasion  on  which  the  matter  was 
before  the  Land  Judge  was  on  22nd  July, 
1908,  when  the  Estates  Commissioners' 
letter  intimating  their  intention  to  with- 
draw their  o£fer  was  under  his  considera- 
tion. On  this  occasion  it  was  again 
attempted  to  introduce  the  subject  of 
cattle-driving,  but  the  Land  Judge 
absolutely  refused  to  allow  the  matter 
to  be  discussed  before  him,  stating  that 
the  reasons  which  influenced  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  withdraw  their  offer 
were  not  for  him  to  consider,  but  if  it  were 
the  fact  that  the  Estates  Conmiissioners 
refused  to  apply  public  monejrs  in  pur- 
chasing estates  in  respect  of  which  in- 
timidation had  been  used,  and  cattle- 
driving  had  taken  place,  he  thoroughly 
approved  their  conduct. 

Unpaid  Xeu  Debts  Contracted  by  Staff- 
Sergeant  Scully,  Dublin  Xetropolitan 
Police. 
Mr.  PATRICK  WHITE  (Meath,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  came  to 
the  knowledge  o!  Inspector  Dunne  of  the 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  some  time 
back  that  Stafl-Sergeant  Scully,  who  has 
since  absconded,  had  contracted  large 
debts  with  butchers  for  meat  supplied 
to  the  mess ;  if  the  superintendent 
arranged  with  the  sergeant  before  he 
went  away  that  the  latter  should  pay  the 
debt  by  instalments ;  how  many  pay- 
ments were  made  in  this  way,  and  what 
amount  remains  unpaid ;  whether  this 
system  of  discharging  debts  incurred  for 
the  benefit  of  the  mess  is  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  force  ;  if  these  cir- 
cumstances were  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police 
before  he  made  his  Report,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  which  the  Treasury 
refunded  Inspector  Dunne  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  and,  if  not,  will  the  Chief 
Commissioner  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  methods  introduced  by  Inspector 
Dunne,  who  has  also  recently  denied 
to  the  men  under  his  control  the  privilege 
so  long  enjoyed  of  electing  the  man  they 
thought  best  qualified  to  take  charge 
of  the  mess,  and  appointed  a  man  of  his 
own  selection  ;   whether,  in  consequence, 


the  cost  to  the  men  has  considerably 
increased  without  any  corresponding 
advantage  in  the  fare ;  and  whether 
any  of  the  increased  expenditure  is  levied 
to  pay  off  the  old  debt  by  instalments 
as  agreed  upon  with  the  sanction  of 
Inspector  Dunne. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  The  Chief 
Commissioner  informs  me,  on  the 
authority  of  Superintendent  Dunne,  that 
there  is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestions 
contained  in  the  first  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion. An  allegation  was  made  to  the 
superintendent  that  ex-Staff  Sergeant 
Scully  was  not  paying  his  mess  accounta 
regularly,  but  on  examination  the  super- 
intendent found  that  all  accounts  had 
been  paid  and  vouched  for.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  occasion  for  the  super- 
intendent making  arrangements  that  any 
debt  should  be  paid  by  instalments,, 
and  there  were  no  irregularities  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Chief  Commis 
sioner.  The  superintendent  has  not 
interfered  with  the  selection  by  the  men 
of  one  of  their  own  number  to  take  charge 
of  the  mess.  The  cost  of  the  mess  has 
considerably  decreased  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  messman  on  1st  instant 

Evicted  Tenants— Seinftatement  of  lb. 
James  Sitk. 

Mr.  WILUAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the 'Estates  Conmiissioners  can 
now  see  their  way  to  reconsider  their 
decision  to  take  no  action  in  the  matt^^ 
of  the  reinstatement  of  Mr.  James  Sisk 
in  his  former  holding  on  the  Fleury 
estate,  Glenwood,  County  Cork,  seeing 
that  the  planter,  Mr.  Michael  Walsh,  has 
surrendered  the  holding  and  the  landk^ 
is  willing  to  reinstate  the  evicted  tenant. 

(Armoered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  The  Estates^ 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  they  are 
not  aware  of  any  change  in  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  since  I  answered  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  of  13th  instant. 
The  Commissioners  will,  however,  com- 
municate with  the  owner  on  the  subject. 

Treatment  of  Irish  School  Inipecton. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  R) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
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for  some  years  the  two  chief  inspectors 
of  the  Natioal  Board  of  Education  have 
been  acting  in  an  arbitrary  manner  to- 
wards many  of  the  subordinate  inspectors 
under  their  jurisdiction,  and  at  the  same 
time  threatening  them  that,  if  they  in- 
tended to  have  any  Questions  asked  in 
Parliament  as  to  their  treatment,  the 
Commissioners  would  visit  those  who  so 
complained  with  the  severest  punishment 
within  their  power  to  inflict ;  and  whether 
he  will  state  when  and  in  what  manner  the 
Commissioners  authorised  the  chief  in- 
spectors to  adopt  intimidating  methods 
of  this  kind  towards  subordinates  for  mere- 
ly complaining  of  their  treatment. 

{Answered  ly  Mr,  BirreU.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  their  chief  inspectors  have  for 
mahy  years  been  duly  authorised  to 
impress  upon  the  inspectors  generally 
that  to  endeavour  to  influence  the  action 
of  the  Board  by  procuring  Questions  in 
Parliament  in  reference  to  their  personal 
or  ofiicial  concerns  was  contrary  to  the 
regulations  of  the  public  service  and  of 
the  Commissioners.  So  long  ago  as  2nd 
May,  1867,  a  special  Treasur>  Minute 
on  the  subject  of  private  solicitation  of 
Members  of  Parliement  was  issued.  In- 
spectors can  always  appeal  to  the  Com- 
missioners against  arbitrary  ects  on  the 
part  of  the  chief  inspectors,  but  no  such 
appeals  have  been  made  nor,  so  far  as  the 
Commissioners  are  aware,  have  any  such 
arbitrary  acts  taken  place. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary  BilL 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  g.) :      To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
•  tenant  of  Ireland  when  he  intends  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
Bill. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrdL)  It  is  in- 
tended to  introduce  and  proceed  w^th  the 
Bill  in  the  coming  Autunm  Session.*  Be- 
fore the  Bill  can  be  introdjiced  the  neces- 
sary Financial  Resolution  must  be  passed, 
and  the  Committee  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject has,  through  pressure  of  business, 
been  deferred  until  12th  October. 

Irish  Education  Grants. 
Mr.  BARRIE  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  direpted 


to  the  circumstance  that,  under  the  re- 
vised Supplementary  Estimate,  Class  4, 
Vote  10,  Public  Education  (Ireland), 
issued  on  24th  July,  and  voted  under 
the  Closure  on  28th  July,  convent  schools 
will  get  augmentation  grants  much  in 
excess  of  those  to  other  schools ;  for  in- 
stance, a  convent  school  with  a  roll  of 
220  will  get  £55  augmentation,  while  an 
ordinary  school  with  a  like  roll  would  get 
only  £38,  viz.,  £10  to  principal  and  £7 
each  to  four  assistants ;  and  is  it  intended 
to  pay  conventual  teachers  on  a  higher 
scale,  out  of  public  fimds,  than  ordinary 
teachers. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  in  the  case  supposed  in  the  Ques- 
tion the  figures  are  as  stated,  but  that  in 
respect  of  the  whole  Vote  for  National 
Education,  including  the  sums  provided 
upon  the  revised  Supplementary  Estimate,, 
convent  schools  are  not  paid  on  a  higher 
scale  than  ordinary  national  schoob. 

Mr.  butcher  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether^seeing 
that  a  fresh  Estimate  has  been  presented 
in  connection  with  the  grant  of  £1 14,000  to 
Irish  primary  education,  those  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  schools  with  atten- 
dance under  fifteen  may  assume  that  the 
National  Board  is  not  bound  by  the  former 
condition  to  the  effect  that  schools  under 
fifteen  must  be  suppressed,  and  that  it  is 
open  to  the  National  Board  to  represent 
to  the  Treasury  the  ugrent  need  of  main- 
taining many  of  these  schools. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  In  my 
opinion  the  Answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Welsh  Disestablishment 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
To  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  the 
receipt  and  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Welsh  Church  Commission  is  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  the  introduction 
of  a  measure  dealing  with  the  disestablish- 
ment of  the  Church  in  Wales. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith,)  The 
Government  hope  that  this  Report  may 
soon  be  in  their  hands,  but  they  could 
not  bind  themselves  to  postpone  making 
their  proposab  until  after  the  Report  is 
received. 
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QUB8TI0N8  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Jatdan  Snocessor. 
♦Mr.  RE£S  (Montgomery  Boroughs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  the  decision  of  the 
•Government  in  the  case  of  the  Jasdan 
succession  was  arrived  at  prior  to,  or  after, 
presentation  of  a  memorial  against  change 
of  the  immemorial  custom  of  succession 
l)y  the  sons  and  grandchildren  of  the  late 
•Chief  of  Jasdan  ;  whether  any  memorial 
has  been  presented  by  the  Kathi  com- 
munity generally  praying  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  interfere  with  the  immemorial 
customs  of  the  tribe  by  enforcing  the 
rule  of  primogeniture  ;  and  what  reasons, 
if  any,  were  given  in  the  (government's 
reply  to  such  memorial  for  the  intro- 
duction of  primogeniture. 

The  undersecretary  of  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan,  Perth- 
shire, E.) :  The  memorial  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council  of 
the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the 
late  Chief  of  Jasdan  was  not  sub- 
mitted till  after  the  installation  of  the 
present  Chief.  A  number  of  memorials 
^rom  Kathi  Chiefs  and  others  against 
enforcement  of  the  rule  of  primogeniture 
are  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
iSecretary|of  State  inJ^Council. 

Unemployment  in  Gateshead. 
Mr.  J.  JOHNSON  (Gateshead):  I 
l)eg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
'Government  Board  if  he  will  state  the 
personnel  of  the  public  bodies  dealing 
with  the  distress  in  Gateshead ;  and 
what  is  the  scope  of  their  operations. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Grovernment  Board  how  many 
unemployed  workmen  there  are  in  Gates- 
liead ;  and  what  amount  has  been 
spent  in  relief  during  the  present  year. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  will  answer  to- 
gether these  two  Questions.  The  public 
bodies  referred  to  are  the  distress  com- 
mittee, the  board  of  guardians,  and  the 
town  council.  The  names  of  the  members 
of  them  cannot  conveniently  be  set  out 
in  answer  to  a  Question,  but  I  will  send  a 
list  to  my  hon.  friend,  if  he  desires  it 
These  bodies  act  within  the  sphere  of 
their  several  functions.     The  clerk  to  the 


distress  committee  informs  me  that  he 
cannot  give  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
total  number  of  unemployed  workmen 
at  Gateshead.  He,  however,  states  that 
187  applications  for  employment  were 
registered  by  the  committee  during  the 
year  ended  at  March  last,  and  that 
125  men  have  since  made  application  to 
them.  The  total  expenditure  on  poor 
relief  in  the  Gateshead  Union  for  the  year 
to  25th  March  last  was  £4^,600. 

Friday  Sittings  in  the  Antnnm. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of  meet- 
ing the  convenience  of  Members  by 
arranging  that  the  House  shall  not  sit 
on  Fridays  during  the  proposed  autumn 
session  except  and  until  it  is  found  that 
the  full  day  sittings  of  Mondays,  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays  are  not 
likely  to  afford  sufficient  time  for  the 
completion  of  the  business  of  the  House 
before  the  date  for  ending  the  session. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Asquith, 
Fifeshire,  E.)  I  regret  that  I  cannot «» 
my  way  to  adopt  this  suggestion. 


SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  do  meet 
To-morrow,  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. — {Mr. 
J.  Pease.) 


POLLING    DISTRICTS    AND    REGISTRA- 
TION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND)  BHJL 

Lords'  Amendments  to  be  consideied 
forthwith;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPIOA. 
TION)  BILL 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the    Chair.] 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  As  regards  Scheduk 
B,  there  is  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
in  the  name  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Marylebone,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  in  order.  He  seeks  to  put  in 
certain  words  which  I  do  not  think  can 
be  raised  op.  the  schedule. 

Lord    R.    CECIL     (Marylebone,    B.) 
said  the  words  which  he  proposed  to 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIc 


1969 


Old-Age 


{31  July  190S} 


Fensions  Bill. 


1970 


put  in  were  only  explanatory  of  the 
words  already  in  the  schedule.  They 
did  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
meaning  of  the  schedule  beyond  em- 
phasising what  were  the  points  therein 
contained.  He  submitted  that  so  long 
as  they  did  not  go  outside  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, there  could  be  no  objection  to  any 
verbal  alteration,  provided  that  they 
did  not  in  any  way  increase  or  diminish 
the  charge.  He  submitted  this  Amend- 
ment in  order  to  raise  a  question  which 
ought  to  be  a  little  more  discussed  by 
the  Committee. 

♦The  chairman  said  he  did  not 
think,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  was 
any  precedent  for  such  an  Amendment 
at  this  stage ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
unless  there  was  something  in  the  nature 
of  a  discrepancy  between  the  resolutions 
in  Committee  of  Supply  and  the  schedule 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  could  point  in 
this  matter,  he  certainly  did  not  think 
that  he  could  raise  his  Amendment. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  could  point 
out  that  in  this  case  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  had  reported  to  the  House 
that  words  of  the  kind  he  suggested, 
namely,  after  "grants"  to  insert  "to 
meet  a  temporary  emergency,"  ought 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
and  it  was  only  with  a  view  to  carrying 
out  that  recommendation  that  he  asked 
the  House  to  assent  to  these  words. 
With  regard  to  precedent,  he  agreed 
there  was  none,  and  there  was  none 
for  the  particular  procedure  adopted, 
except  last  year, 

*The  chairman  said  that  after  the 
explanation  of  the  noble  Lord  all  he 
could  say  was  that  the  point  ought  to 
be  taken  on  the  discussion  of  the 
Report  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Cen- 
tral) asked  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
whether  it  was  his  ruling  that  it  was 
impossible  to  insert  in  the  Appropriation 
Bill  any  Amendment  coming  within  the 
terms  of  the  original  Resolution  on  which 
the  Appropriation  Bill  was  based. 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN  said  he   was  not 
ruling    absolutely   that,    but    he    must 
VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


point  out  that  if  they  could  raise  Amend- 
ments of  the  kind  now  proposed,  they 
could  discuss  again  altogether  the  terms 
on  which  these  grants  were  made.  He 
thought  that  would  be  undesirable* 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  this  was 
virtually  a  matter  of  first-rate  constitu- 
tional importance  on  which  there  ought 
to  be  a  definite  and  clear  ruling.  The 
Amendment  did  not  in  any  way  affect  to 
raise  the  question  of  the  policy  of  making 
these  grants ;  he  merely  proposed  to 
insert  the  words  in  order  to  make  it 
clear  why  these  grants  were  made. 
He  respectfully  submitted  that  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  Report  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  would  not  really 
have  met  the  case.  They  knew  that  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  had  re- 
ported that  certain  words  should  be 
inserted  in  the  Appropriation  Bill. 

♦The  chairman  said  that  according 
to  previous  rulings  on  the  Appropriation 
Bill  the  Amendment  was  out  of  order. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendment—' 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  *  (1),'  to 
insert  the  words  *  until  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifteen.*  " 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  With  regard  to 
this  Amendment  and  the  next.  I  have 
to  say  that  in  my  opinion  they  are  what 
are  called  "  privilege "  Amendments, 
and  I  say  so  on  the  ground  that  they 
vary  the  grant  of  the  old-age  pension 
as  determined  by  this  House,  and,  if 
no  further  legislation  takes  place,  they 
would  make  the  grant  to  end  after  a 
certain  period  of  time.  In  my  opinion 
these  two  Amendments  are  privilege 
Amendments. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendments,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

3  Y 
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Lords  Amendment — 


**  In  page  1,  line  21,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  as  verified  wherever  practicable  by  certi- 
ficates of  birth  or  baptism  or  in  the  absence  of 
such  certificates  by  census  returns  or  other  official 
documents,  or  where  no  such  certificates  or 
documents  are  attainable  in  such  other  manner 
as  may  seem  sufficient  to  the  pension  authori- 
ties.' *^ 


The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-Geokge,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs)  moved,  "That  the 
House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendment."  Li  the 
first  place,  this  was  obviously  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  regu- 
lation. No  Amendment  of  this  kind 
could  possibly  cover  all  contingencies 
that  would  arise  and  have  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
regulations  which  had  been  framed  were 
much  more  elaborate  than  anything  con- 
tained in  these  words.  It  was  perfectly 
clear  if  they  accepted  the  Amendment 
that  the  man  over  seventy  years  of  age, 
when  required,  would  have  to  prove  it  in 
the  way  it  proposed,  and  they  would  thus 
impose  upon  the  person  applying  a  charge 
of  half-a-crown  or  three  shillings  and 
sixpence,  though  it  was  known  to  every- 
body in  the  locality  that  the  man  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy,  and  the 
pension  officer  had  satisfied  himself  by 
other  means  that  the  applicant  was 
seventy  years  of  age.  Why  should  a 
man  in  a  case  of  that  kind  be  compelled 
to  provide  official  documents,  the  getting 
of  which  would  involve  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  make  it  really  difficult  for 
him  to  get  his  pension  \  In  fact,  in  the 
case  of  a  deserving  old  person,  they 
wanted  to  make  it  easy  for  him  to  get  his 
pension.  There  were  cases  where  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  some  sort  of 
evidence,  and  these  were  the  cases  which 
would  be  carried  up  to  the  pension  officer. 
There  might  be  some  cases  of  difficulty, 
but  for  these  there  were  elaborate  regu- 
lations, and  therefore  on  these  grounds 
he  moved  to  disagree  with  the  Lords 
Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
said  the  object  which  the  Lords  had  in 


view,  so  far  as  he  could  judge,  was  to  make 
good  a  plain  defect  in  the  original  Bill. 
The  amount  of  charge  thrown  upon  the 
taxpayers,  or  as  he  should  rather  say 
the  accuracy  of  the  estimate  of  the 
charge,  would  really  depend  upon  the 
success  attending  the  efforts  to  prev«it 
the  receipt  of  pensions  by  persons  not 
entitled  to  them  because  of  their  being 
under  the  age  of  seventy.  He  thought 
the  scheme  in  respect  to  that  age  would 
have  to  be  modified  in  the  future,  but  as 
all  financial  estimates,  all  the  prophecies 
of  the  Government,  of  the  charges  oo 
the  public  depended  upon  the  accuracy 
and  success  with  which  they  were  able  to 
prevent  persons  getting  pensions,  it  was 
quite  clear  the  machinery  of  the  BiD 
and  its  loose  wording  might  be  somehow 
or  other  greatly  improved.  This  could  not 
be  denied .  The  right  hon .  Gentleman  had 
told  the  House  that  he  had  already  had 
regulations  drawn  up  of  a  more  elaborate 
character  than  this  Amendment,  or  any 
that  could  be  introduced  into  the  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  shown 
the  House  these  regulations,  but  he  was 
quite  ready  to  accept  the  statement. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  wtt 
obvious  that  he  could  not  lay  the  regula- 
tions before  the  House  until  he  knew 
what  were  the  decisions  to  which  they 
came,  because  these  regulations  might  be 
affected  very  seriously  one  way  or  the 
other  by  these  very  vital  Amendments. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  there  was 
force  and  substance  in  this  objection,  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  iai 
advanced  with  his  regulations 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Yes. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  considered  that  the  regulatioM 
would  be  more  effective  for  attaining  the 
object  of  the  Lords  Amendment,  then  he 
did  not  quarrel  with  the  decision  at  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  arrived. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  did  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  really  done 
justice  to  the  Amendment.  It  did  not 
require  the  production  of  official  docu- 
ments in  every  case,  nor  at  the  cost  of  the 
pensioner ;  it  merely  said  that  where  it 
was  practicable  a  certificate  should  be 
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provided,  but  the  committee  had  the 
alternative  of  doing  without  it ;  it  was 
merely  an  indication  of  the  method  to  be 
pursued.  He  did  not  envy  the  position 
of  a  pension  officer  in  certain  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  who,  in  doubt  as  to 
the  age  of  the  applicant,  demanded  the 
certificate.  That  was  a  much  less  work- 
able arrangement  than  to  indicate  on  the 
face  of  the  Bill  that  official  evidence 
when  required  should  be  procured,  not  at 
the  expense  of  the  applicant,  but  at  the 
expense  of  the  pension  committee,  who 
should  themselves  say  the  particular 
instances  into  which  the  pension  officer 
was  to  be  entitled  to  inquire.  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  said  the  regulations  were 
in  draft,  but  that  he  could  not  present 
them  until  he  knew  the  final  form  of  the 
Biil. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  had 
them  all  ready. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  if  they  had 
seen  them  in  draft  Members  would  know 
what  they  were  doing.  So  much  was 
left  to  regulation  that  practically  all  that 
the  House  had  done  was  to  tell  the  Govern- 
ment to  draw  up  a  scheme  for  old-age 
pensions.  It  would  have  been  better  had 
the  Government  presented  the  draft 
regulations  at  the  earliest  stage  for  dis- 
cussion, and  afterwards  amended  them 
if  necessary.  He  did  not  propose  to 
•divide  the  House  on  this  Amendment 
after  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
.-said. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  must  ' 
to  insert  the  words  *'  satisfy  the  pension 
authorities  that.'  " 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  this 
was  really  a  drafting  Amendment,  and  he 
•did  not  think  that  it  really  mattered 
much.  If  the  Lords  thought  they  were 
better  than  the  words  of  the  Bill  he  was 
not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  them  ;  it 
was  a  pure  matter  of  drafting.  Then  in 
line  24  they  would  have  to  put  in  the 
word  "  has  "  instead  of  "  have." 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in 
the  said  Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendments— 


**  In  page  2,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  first 
'  have,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  he  has,*  and  to 
leave  out  the  second  '  have,*  and  to  insert  the 
word  *  has.*  ** 

**  In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  means  of  the,'  and  after  the  word  *  person,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  must  satisfy  the  pension 
authorities  that  his  yearly  means.' " 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  must.'  and  to  insert  the  word  '  do.'  " 

Agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  until '  to  the  word  *  Parliament '  in  line 
9.'" 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  is  also  a  privilege  Amendment, 
and  the  effect  of  it  might  be  to  vary 
the  period  of  disqualification.  The  Bill 
says  the  period  of  disqualification  shall 
be  determined  on  31st  December,  1910 ; 
but  if  these  words  were  struck  out  the 
period  would  be  indeterminate ;  it 
might  be  a  shorter  or  a  longer  time  ; 
they  would,  at  all  events,  vary  the 
period  the  House  has  fixed.  I  therefore 
consider  this  a  privilege  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  **  That 
this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendments," — (Mr,  {Lloyd- 
George,) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  for,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  during  the 
last.'  " 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  this 
was  very  largely  a  question  of  drafting. 
They  had  had  a  discussion  about  it,  on 
the  initiative,  he  thought,  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebone,  and 
they  had  then  decided  to  stand  hy  the 
words  of  their  own  draftsman.  He 
moved  to  disagree. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  t  e 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

\  Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
said  he  did  not  quite  understand  the 
ground  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man refused  the  Amendment.  He  had 
informed  them  quite  clearly  that  the 
Government    intended    the    words    to 
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mean  that  a  person  should  not  be  dis- 
qualified if  he  had  continuously  for  the 
last  ten  years  up  to  attaining  the  age 
of  sixty  made  certain  pa}Tnents,  and  it 
seemed  de<^irable  that  that  should  be 
made  as  clear  as  words  could  make 
it.  This  Amendment  would  leave  no 
doubt  in  anybody's  mind,  and  they 
clearly  carried  out  the  expressed  in- 
tentions of  the  Grovemment.  In  the 
interests  of  clearness  and  of  the  avoidance 
of  litigation  the  House  would  be  well- 
advised  to  consider  whether  it  would 
not  do  well  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  quite 
agreed  that  this  was  not  a  very  im- 
portant point,  but  he  could  not  agree 
as  at  present  advised  that  it  was  merely 
one  of  drafting,  and  he  was  very  anxious 
to  know  exactly  what  the  policy  of  the 
GJovemment  was  as  expressed  by  these 
words.  Judging  by  what  had  fallen 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
it  appeared  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
GJovernment  there  was  no  question  of 
substance  involved.  He  was  not  sure 
that  that  was  so.  Was  it  not  the  case 
that  if  the  Lords  Amendment  were 
accepted  the  mere  omission  of  one 
month  in  the  last  ten  years  would  dis- 
qualify ?  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Grovemment  form  were  taken  was  it  not 
also  the  fact  that  any  ten  years  since  the 
man  was  seventeen  or  eighteen  and 
began  to  earn  wages,  would  enable  the 
pension  to  be  given  1  He  was  not  quite 
satisfied  with  the  Lords'  drafting  or 
with  the  Government's  drafting  either. 
He  took  it  that  the  Grovemment  were 
reluctant  to  make  the  mere  omission 
of  a  month  or  two  months  in  the  last 
ten  years  a  disqualification.  There  he 
agreed  with  them,  and  he  thought  the 
Lords  Amendment  was  too  stringent. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Government  form 
was  far  too  lax.  He  wondered  whether 
the  Grovemment  could  not  arrange, 
perhaps  not  then,  but  before  the 
Bill  was  finally  settled,  some  form 
of  words  which  would  meet  the 
general  view  of  the  Government,  the 
rest  of  the  House,  and  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  thought  they 
had  made  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment  abundantly  clear  on  the  Report 

Mr,  Bowles, 


stage ;  that  policy  had  been  stated  very 
fairly  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he 
thought  the  words  they  had  inserted,  and 
which  they  proposed  to  stand  by,  quite 
adequately  expressed  that  intention.  Ee 
agreed  that  the  Lords  Amendment  would 
be  too  severe;  he  preferred  the  words 
as  they  were  inserted  originally,  more 
especially  as  the  House  had  accepted 
them  at  the  time,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  dissentients.  It  was  the 
expression  of  the  general  sense  of  the 
House,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to 
depart  from  it. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  was  left  in 
complete  doubt  as  to  what  the  real  in- 
tention of  the  Government  was.  In  the 
Report  stage  the  Government  said  that 
what  they  intended  was  that  a  man  shoiM 
have  been  a  subscriber  to  a  friendly 
society  for  the  ten  years  immediatdy 
preceding  attaining  the  age  of  sixtj. 
Now  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
in  his  charming  manner  that  he  quite  agreed 
with  his  right  hon.  friend  as  to  what  the 
House  ought  to  do.  But  he  imderstood 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  put  two  alterna- 
tives before  the  Government  and  did  not 
express  agreement  with  either,  but  reafir 
expressed  a  wish  to  have  a  difiewnt 
solution  of  the  question. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  thought  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  put  to  him 
the  specific  case  of  rural  societies  which 
had  become  insolvent,  and  appealed  to 
him  to  take  that  into  account.  That 
was  why  on  the  whole  he  preferred  words 
which  were  not  too  absolutely  stringent, 
and  he  thought  the  words  of  the  Com- 
mons were  better  for  that  very  reason, 
that  it  would  enable  them  to  take  into 
account  cases  of  that  kind.  If  that 
society  became  bankrupt,  through  no 
fault  of  the  person  who  had  paid  sub- 
scriptions all  his  life,  just  a  year  or  two 
before  he  attained  sixty,  it  was  a  case 
which  they  ought  to  take  into  account, 
and  he  responded  to  the  appeal  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  preferred 
the  words  as  they  stood. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  right  hon. 
Grcntleman  now  deliberately  said  that 
he  preferred  vague  words  which  left  the 
matter  in  dispute  to  words  which  were 
precise  and  defined  what  the  meaning 
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of  the  House  actually  was.  That  was 
what  it  came  to.  That  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary conclusion  and  was  entirely 
different  from  the  position  taken  up 
on  Report,  when  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman  said,  with  all  the  authority 
of  the  Grovernment  draughtsman  hehind 
him,  that  they  meant  exactly  what  they 
said  they  meant,  that  a  man  must  have 
subscribed  for  the  ten  years  up  to  attain- 
ing the  age  of  sixty,  and  that  they 
insisted  on  the  words  because  they 
were  so  clear.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Dublin  made 
an  appeal  to  him  in  an  especially  hard 
case,  and  he  said  he  would  introduce 
words  to  deal  with  the  case  if  he  could. 
Now  he  said  the  words  were  not  clear, 
and  because  they  were  not  clear  he 
hoped  they  would  be  able  to  get  round 
the  difficulties  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin.  Surely  that  was  a  most  admir- 
able instance  of  the  absurdity  to  which 
they  had  been  put  in  the  discussion  of 
this  Bill.  He  hoged  the  Grovemment, 
if  they  could  not  accept  the  Lords 
Amendment,  would  draft  an  Amend- 
ment which  really  carried  out  their 
wishes.  It  seemed  perfectly  clear  that 
the  words  contained  in  the  Bill  were 
doubtful.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
spoke  without  favour  to  the  Lords 
Amendment,  or  to  the  policy  of  con- 
tinuous payment  for  ten  years,  or  dis- 
continuous payment,  and  what  he  re- 
garded as  perfectly  plain  was  that  the 
words  meant  that  any  ten  years  before 
attaining  sixty  would  do.  Surely  it 
was  absurd  for  the  Grovemment  to  say 
that  the  words  were  perfectly  clear.  It 
was  plain  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  they  were  not  clear,  but  did  they 
carry  out  what  the  Government  said 
was  their  original  intention  ?  If  they 
now  said  that  was  not  their  meaning,  it 
was  quite  open  to  them  to  move  to  amend 
the  Lords  Amendment  or  to  say  they 
would  introduce  in  the  other  House 
words  which  would  make  their  meaning 
plain. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  hoped  the 
House  would  disagree  with  the  Lords 
Amendment.  The  noble  Lord  was  very 
particular  about  thrifty  persons  not 
being  handicapped,  but  let  him  put  a 
simple  case,  that  of  a  man  who  had  made 


a  bit  of  money  up  to  forty- five  or  fifty, 
went  into  business,  and  at  sixty  entirely 
failed,  through  no  fault  of  his  own. 
There  were  many  in  the  unions  who  had 
failed  in  that  way.  Because  in  the  last 
ten  years  of  his  life  he  had  been  away 
from  his  friendly  society  and  come  into 
poverty  he  was  to  be  shut  out,  and  the 
Lords  had  put  in  this  cast-iron  rule. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) 
said  he  had  taken  a  somewhat  active  part 
in  the  original  discussion  on  the  Report 
stage,  and  he  did  not  quite  agree  with 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
an  agreement  was  arrived  at,  because, 
as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  said 
he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  language 
as  it  stood  in  the  Bill,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  find 
it  possible  to  amend  it.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
given  one  hard  case ;  but  he  thought  he 
had  entirely  lost  sight  of  the  second 
class  of  case  which  was  raised  at  an 
earlier  stage.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  referred  only  to  one 
class  of  case  where  a  society  lapsed 
through  bad  management,  and  a  man 
suffered  through  no  fault  of  his  own. 
There  were  plenty  of  cases  where  a  man 
having  failed  to  maintain  his  subscription 
and  has  membership  having  lapsed,  the 
society  reinstated  him  into  his  former 
position.  The  words  of  the  Bill  would 
would  exclude  such  a  case.  He  con- 
sidered the  Amendment  restrictive  and 
unfair,  and  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 
Still,  he  felt  strongly  that  what  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  said  ought  to  be 
listened  to.  He  believed  that  when  the 
Bill  came  to  be  translated  into  action, 
words  such  as  those  in  question  would 
lead  to  difficulty  and  in  some  cases  to 
the  greatest  possible  injustice.  Perhaps 
the  point  might  be  cleared  up  by  the 
regulations.  There  must  of  necessity 
be  difficulties  in  the  phraseology  of 
such  a  Bill  which  could  only  be  cleared 
up  by  means  of  regulations.  The 
House  had  not  seen  the  regulations, 
and  would  be  proceeding  in  the  dark. 
But  the  fault  for  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  arraigned  was  one 
which  had  also  been  committed  by  others 
He  himself  had  declined  to  produce  regula- 
tions when  Bills  weire  in  progress,  because 
it    was   impossible    for   the   permanent 
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officials  to  prepare  the  regulations  till 
they  had  the  whole  Bill  before  them. 
All  they  could  do  was  to  frame  part  of 
the  regulations  governed  by  the  main 
principle  of  the  Bill.  Difficult  points  of 
this  kind  could  not  be  dealt  with  by 
regulation  till  the  Bill  was  complete. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  IIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Pifeshire,  E.)  :  Everybody 
appears  to  agree  that  it  would  be  un- 
desirable to  accept  the  Lords  Amendment, 
which,  so  far  from' bettering  the  position, 
would  make  it  worse  by  imposing  greater 
stringency  than  this  House  intended 
and  than  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
contemplated.  We  have  only  power  to 
accept  the  Lords  Amendment,  to  reject 
it,  or  to  amend  it.  I  do  not  see  any 
means  by  which  it  could  be  amended 
which  would  make  it  adequate  to  the 
requirements  of  the  case.  I  think  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  is  the  right  one. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  concurs, 
and  it  appears  to  us  that,  under  the  very 
wide  language  of  the  regulation  section, 
a  regulation  might  be  made  which  would 
adequately  deal  with  this  particular 
ease.  If  so,  that  would  be  better  than 
adopting  hard  and  fast  words  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 
said  the  words  of  the  Bill  were  "if 
he  has  continuously  for  ten  years  up 
to  attaining  the  age  of  sixty."  He 
was  inclined  to  think  that  a  Court  of 
Justice  might  construe  that  as  meaning 
continuously  during  the  last  ten  years. 
He  suggested  that  the  words  *'  if  he  has 
continuously  during  a  considerable  part 
of  the  last  ten  years  '*  would  be  better. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  asked  if  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  emend  the 
Lords  Amendment,  and  then  make  any 
necessary  consequential  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  If  the  Lords  Amend- 
ment is  agreed  to,  it  is  competent  for  this 
House  to  make  any  consequential  Amend- 
ment. 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

**  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  and  '  to 
insert  the  words  *  if  the  term  of  imprisonment 

Mr,  Walter  Long, 


to  which  he  \s  sentenced  exceeds  one  month  he 
shall  be  disqualified.' " 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  lam  of  opinion  that 
this  is  a  privilege  Amendment.     It  ex- 
tends very  largely  the  benefits  of  the 
Bill.     The  effect  of  it  is  to  remove  the 
ten    years  disqualification  from  persons 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  of  less  than 
one  month — that  is,  it  limits  disqualifi* 
cation  for  ten  years  to  persons  who  are 
sentenced  to  more  than  one  month.     The 
effect  of  this  will  probably  be  to  exclude 
a  smaller  number  of  persons ;    in  other 
words,  to  add  a  certain  number.     Ac- 
cordingly, it  varies  the  charge.     I  may 
point  out,  however,  to  the  House  tliat 
the  door  is  always  open  to  the  House 
not  to  insist  on  its  privilege,  if  it  desires 
to  accept  an  Amendment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  Uke 
to  know  whether  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  insist  upon  their  privilege. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Tes  ;  I  move 
that  the  House  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<*  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — (Jfr. 
Lloyd-George,) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  understand 
that  the  Amendment  removes  what  » 
a  manifest  hardship  in  the  Bill,  and  I 
should  have  thought  the  Government 
would  have  seized  the  opportunity  of 
asking  the  House  to  waive  its  right  and 
accept  the  Amendment.  I  am  the  more 
surprised  that  they  have  not  taken  the 
opportunity  which  the  Lords  have  given 
them  of  modifying  the  Bill  in  favour  of 
the  pensioner,  seeing  that,  as  I  under* 
stand,  the  Amendment  was  either  moved 
or  accepted  by  their  representative.  As 
to  the  action  which  the  Government  are 
now  taking — action  for  which  they  have 
given  no  reason  whatever — it  appears 
that  in  their  desire  not  to  accept  an 
Amendment  of  the  Lords  they  deliber- 
ately refuse  what  is  admitted  to  be  an 
improvement  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham. 
Bordesley)  asked  if  they  were  to  under- 
stand that  the  Lords  Amendment  ex- 
tended the  num.ber  of  those  who  would 
be  applicants  for  old-age  pensions. 
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*Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (MarthyrTydvil) 
said  that  the  terms  of  the  Amend- 
ment tended  to  modify  this  clause  very 
considerably  and  removed  possibilities 
of  very  great  injustice.  He  regretted 
the  decision  of  the  Government,  but 
would  vote  with  them. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham)  hoped  that  after  that  debate  the 
assertion  would  no  longer  be  made  in 
the  constituencies  that  the  Liberal 
Government  were  the  only  people  who 
were  in  favour  of  old-age  pensions. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  desired  to  move 
that  the  House  should  not  insist  on  its 
privileges  in  the  case  of  this  Amendment. 
Li  the  absence  of  some  such  Amendment 
serious  injustice  might  be  inflicted.  If 
a  carter  was  convicted  of  not  having 
his  cart  lighted,,  or  of  being  asleep  in 
his  cart,  and  the  magistrates  imposed 
a  sentence  of  imprisonment  withput 
the  option  of  a  fine,  he  might  find 
himself  absolutely  disqualified  for  a 
pension.  That  was  a  perfectly  out- 
rageous proposal. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  do  not  think,  so 
far  as  I  can  form  a  judgment,  that  the 
effect  of  the  insertion  of  these  words 
would  be  anything  like  so  great  in  extent 
as  seems  to  be  supposed.  But  we  are 
here  dealing  with  a  question  which  in 
my  opinion  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  procedure  and  privileges  of  this 


House.  If  the  House,  whatever  may  be 
its  opinion  on  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  a  comparatively  small  change  in  the 
Bill,  were  to  allow  the  precedent — it 
would  be  a  precedent — to  be  set  of 
accepting  an  Amendment  of  this  kind, 
in  my  opinion  we  should  very  greatly 
impair  the  rights  and  privileges  we 
have  always  hitherto  asserted,  and  we 
should  be  doing  so  for  a  price  which  is 
not  worth  exacting.  On  that  ground 
I  ask  the  House  to  refuse  to  agree  with 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  put  the 
point  of  order,  are  there  not  countless 
precedents  for  this  House  waiving  its 
privileges  in  these  matters  and  accepting 
an  Amendment  from  the  Lords  which 
technically  violates  its  privileges  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  almost 
every  year,  certainly  very  frequently, 
this  House  does  not  insist  upon  its 
privilege.  It  accepts  Amendments,  and 
in  sending  a  message  to  the  other  House 
the  statement  is  made  that  this  House 
does  not  insist  upon  its  privilege. 

Mr.  LUPTON  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  Government  would  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayfes,  145  ;  Noes, 
33.     (Division  List  No.  239.) 


Asquith,  Rt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (FioBbury,  £. ) 
Baring, Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton, Rt.Hn. Sydney  Charles 
Byles.  William  Pollard 
Causton,RtHn. Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Chnrchill,Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Cleland,  J.  W- 
dough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R 


AYES 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Sus3ex,E.Grinst*d 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Crooks,  William 

Da  vies.  Timothy  (Fulhaui) 

Davies,Sir  W.Howell(Bristol,S. 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.(Inveme«8-8h.) 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Gladstone,RtHn.Herbert  John 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 


Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,  RtHn.L(Rossendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.( Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(Mei-thyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  Oorge  A.  (SufTolk) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Ulingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  William(Carnarvonshire 
JowBtt,  F.  W. 
Kekewich,  Sir  Gv^orgt 
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KeDnedy,  Vincent  Paul 
King,Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Iiaidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 
Mackamefis,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
M'Callum.  John  M. 
M*Laren.  H.  D.  (Staeord,W.) 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northante) 
Marks,  G.Croydon(Launce8ton) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.(Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Mond,  A. 
Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 


{COMMONS} 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  'Scarboro' 
Roberts,  Charles  H  (Lincoln) 
Robson,  Sir  William  (Snowden) 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  Sir  C  E. (Manchester) 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellcsley 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Stafis,  N.W.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
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Stuart,  Jamee  (Sunderland) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radclife) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (WolveriumpUm 
Thome,  WilHam  (Wwt  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward,John  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,  RtHn.E  (ClackmaooiE 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbart<m8liipe; 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorsran) 
Wilson,  Hon  G-  G-  (HullW-^ 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancra8.S.^ 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (WesthoughtoD)^ 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellers  fob  thjs  Ayk— Mr 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F 
Balearres,  Lord 

Balfour,RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury.Sir  Frederick  (Jeorge 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Burke,  E.  Havilanc'- 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 


NOES. 

Collings,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Guinress,  Walter  Edward 
Halpin,  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Heaton,  John  Henuiker 
Hope,James  Fit7alan(Shef!ield) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (Dublin,S) 
MacVeagh»  Jeremiah  (Down,S) 


Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
0-Oonnor,  John  (Kildare.S.) 
Roche,  Aufmstine  (Cork) 
Staveley-HiU,  Henry  (Staff* 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Winterton,  Earl 

Tellebs  fob  the  Noes— Vii' 
count  Valentia  and  l/isi 
Edmund  Talbot 


Lords  Amendment — 

**  In  page  4,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  him,'  to 
insert  the  words  '  as  to  produce  the  largest 
income  that  can  be  reasonably  obtained  from 
it.'  " 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  want  to 
Bubmit  to  you,  Sir,  that  this  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 
The  effect  of  it  would  undoubtedly  be  to 
diminish  the  number  of  those  who  could 
claim  a  pension.  The  effect  of  the  Lords 
Amendment  is  this.  The  pension  officer 
would  be  obliged  to  recognise  the  income 
of  a  man,  not  in  accordance  with  what 
it  actually  is,  but  in  accordance  with 
what  it  ought  to  be  if  he  invested  his 
money  in  a  different  way.  For  instance, 
if  he  invested  it  in  Consols,  the  pension 
officer  might  say  :  "  You  are  only  getting 
2i  per  cent,  for  your  money,  and  you 
shou'd  invest  it  at  5  per  cent.,"  or,  if  he 


had  £200  in  the  Post  Office  Saving* 
Bank,  he  might  say  :  "  You  ought  not  to 
invest  it  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 
If  you  were  to  invest  it  in  some  indnstml 
security  which  you  might  acquire  yw 
would  get  5i  per  cent."  That  wodM 
h  ave  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  number 
of  those  who  could  claim  a  pension,  apart 
altogether  from  the  merits,  and  cOM^ 
quently  I  submit  on  the  question  of 
privilege  that  it  is  an  interference  with  the 
privileges  of  the  Commons, because  its 
quite  clear  that  under  the  words  as  tkf 
stood  originally  the  pension  officer  wobH 
have  no  right  at  all  to  t«ll  a  man  who 
claims  a  pension  to  invest  his  money 
at  4,  or  4|,  or  5^  per  cent,  instead  d 
putting  it  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bant 
I  or  in  Consols. 

I      *Mr.  speaker  :   I  have  considered 
I  this    question,    and  I  think  the  Lords 
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Amendment  is  really  an  explanation  of  the 
words:  "profitably  used."  Who  is  to 
say  whether  a  man  has  properly  or  im- 
properly used  his  money  ?  What  is 
intended  by  the  words,  "profitably 
used  "?  These  are  vague  general  words, 
tind  it  seems  to  me  that  the  explanation  of 
the  words  is  that  the  money  is  so  invested 
**  as  to  produce  the  largest  income  that 
can  be  reasonably  obtained  from  it." 
An  investment  in  Consols  would  not 
in  many  instances,  but  might  in 
others,  be  the  largest  income  that 
could  be  reasonably  obtained.  That  is 
a  matter  of  argument.  I  think  that  it 
would  be  the  doctrine  of  privilege  run 
mad  to  insist  upon  this  as  a  breach  of 
privilege.  The  House  may  or  may  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  as  it  pleases. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  in 
that  case  he  moved  that  the  House  dis- 
agree with  the  Lords  Amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  practically  directed  a  man 
to  invest  his  money  in  something  that 
would  produce  more  than  the  2^  or  2| 
per  cent,  which  it  would  produce  it 
invested  in  (xovemment  securities.  It 
was  not  desirable  that  the  House  of 
Commons  should  practically  drive  a  man 
away  from  investing  in  Government 
securities. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  it  was 
clear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
never  considered  the  merits  of  this 
question.  The  Grovemment  had  sent  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords  a  most  slovenly 
piece  of  work,  and  the  House  of  Lords 
had  dealt  with  a  plain  and  obvious  blot 
in  the  Bill.  A  man  had  a  choice  between 
investing  his  money  in  some  permanent 
security,  like  Consols,  or  of  putting  it  in 
a  building  society,  in  a  trade  imion,  or  in 
buying  an  annuity.  If  such  an  investor 
remained  content  with  a  small  return  only, 
he  was  able  to  preserve  the  corpus  of  his 
property  for  his  children  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  get  a  pension  for  himself  from 
the  State.  The  House  oughj  to  make 
up  its  mind  how  it  meant  to  deal  with 
the  case.  If  a  man  possessed  the  money 
they  ought  not  to  encourage  him  to  secure 
a  provision  for  his  old-age  out  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  while  leaving  the 
corpus  of  his  property  to  his  children. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  said  it  was 
desirable  that  people  should  leave  their 


money  to  their  children,  and  that  they 
should  be  encouraged  to  invest  their 
property  in  Consols  or  a  similar  security, 
rather  than  in  a  trade  union  or  benefit 
society,  then,  at  all  events,  let  them  say 
that  that  was  their  policy.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  a  justifiable  policy,  but 
the  Grovemment  had  not,  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  the  debates,  given  one 
single  word  of  explanation  of  what  it  was 
they  meant.  The  case,  which  was  really 
one  of  substance,  might  be  put  plainly 
and  simply  in  this  form.  A  man  had 
£200  invested  in  Consols  or  some 
mortgage.  This  brought  him  in,  say, 
£6  or  £7  a  year.  If  he  had  only  this  £6 
or  £7,  he  had  a  right,  when  he  was  seventy, 
to  come  down  on  the  State  and  say : 
"Give  me  5s.  a  week."  But  he  had 
the  £200  to  leave  to  his  children.  Was 
that  what  they  wanted  to  encourage  ? 
Let  them  make  up  their  minds.  If  the 
man,  instead  of  accumulating  these  few 
hundred  pounds,  had  spent  his  money 
in  contributions  to  a  benefit  society  or  to 
a  trade  union  or  in  the  purchase  of  a  life 
annuity,  he  would  have  a  larger  income, 
he  would  have  a  smaller  claim  on  the 
State,  and  he  would  not  have  the  corpus 
of  his  property  to  leave  to  his  children. 
He  thought  the  Government  should  say 
under  which  of  these  two  plans  they 
meant  to  take  their  stand.  It  would 
make  all  the  diflerence  in  the  working  of 
any  scheme  of  old-age  pensions.  The 
language  of  the  Bill  should  be  made 
perfectly  clear.  Which  of  these  two 
things  did  the  Government  mean  ?  He 
submitted  that  the  Lords  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  trying  to  make  the 
language  and  policy  of  the  Bill 
perfectly  clear.  Whether  their  solu- 
tion was  the  right  one  was  another 
question,  but  that  the  House  of  Commons 
had  never  been  allowed  to  argue. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  asked  him  a  question 
and,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  he 
would  answer  it  by  putting  to  him  the 
specific  case  of  a  man  who  had  £200 
saved  up'  and  who  had  a  family 
dependent  on  him — let  them  say  an  un- 
married daughter. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :     That  is  not 
my  case. 
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Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  did 
not  say  it  was  the  case  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  But  the  case  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  put  to  the  House  was  of  a 
man  with  £200  saved  up,  which  he 
could  leave  to  his  children.  His  case 
was :  Suppose  the  man  had  an  un- 
married daughter  living  with  him.  What 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  was 
that  in  that  case  they  ought  to  force 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  must 
interrupt.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  putting  into  his  mouth,  as  an  illus- 
tration, a  case  which  he  had  not  put. 
Let  them  suppose  that  the  owner  of  the 
£200  wanted  to  leave  his  money,  not  to 
an  unmarried  daughter  living  at  home, 
but  to  a  nephew  who  was  extremely 
well-off  in  America. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  did  not  think 
the  man  with  £200  would  take  the 
same  trouble  to  save  his  money  for 
a  rich  nephew  in  America  that  he 
would  if  he  had  some  one  dependent 
upon  him  in  his  own  house.  He 
would  take  an  illustration  which  was 
a  more  practical  and  a  more  usual  one, 
that  of  an  old  man  who  had  an 
unmarried  daughter,  or  it  might  be  a 
widowed  daughter,  looking  after  him. 
He  was  seventy-two  or  seventy-three, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
must  buy  an  annuity  with  his  £200. 
He  bought  an  annuity.  He  might  live 
six  months,  and  then,  at  his  death,  he 
left  those  dependent  on  him  absolutely 
penniless.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
called  upon  them  to  decide  what  the 
Government  were  going  to  do  in  such  a 
case.  His  reply  was  that  they  stood 
by  the  Bill,  which  would  not  impose 
upon  such  a  man  the  necessity  of  buying 
an  annuity,  which  he  might  only  enjoy 
for  two  or  three  months  and  then  leave 
those  dependent  on  him  penniless. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  did  not  know 
what  the  Government  really  intended  by 
this  part  of  the  Bill.  Did  they  mean 
that  the  means  of  a  person  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act  should  be  "the 
yearly  income  which  might  be  expected 
to  be  derived  from  any  property 
belonging  to  that  person  which,  though 
capable  of  investment  or  profitable  use, 
is    not    so   invested  or  profitably    used 


by  him."  Did  that  or  did  it  not 
mean  that  account  should  be  taken  of 
the  income  which  might  reasonably 
be  obtained  from  the  property  ?  L^nless 
the  words  meant  that,  they  had  no  ad- 
ministrative or  practical  meaning  at  all : 
and  the  sole  effect  of  the  Amendment 
was  to  make  that  apparent.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  an  instance  of  an  old 
man  with  an  unmarried  daughter  looking 
after  him,  and  said  that  it  would  be  verr 
unfair  indeed  for  him  to  have  to  buy  an 
annuity  and  leave  his  unmarried  daughter 
who  was  dependent  upon  him  penniless. 
But  was  it  quite  clear  that  under  the 
clause  as  it  stood  without  the  Lordf 
Amendment  the  man  might  not  be  forc^ 
to  do  so  ?  Could  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man point  to  the  words  which  would 
enable  the  old  man  to  say  to  the  pension 
officer :  "  I  am  not  bound  to  do  it  ; 
I  resist  your  demand,  and  I  will  not  buy 
an  annuity,  and  nevertheless,  you  will 
have  to  give  me  a  pension."  As  the 
Bill  stood,  as  it  left  this  House,  it  w&s 
perfectly  open  to  the  pension  officer  to 
suggest — he  was  not  at  all  sure  that  ir 
would  not  be  the  duty  of  the  pensicm 
officer  to  say  :  "  No  ;  you  have  £200  : 
so  long  as  you  have  that  £200  invested 
in  Consols,  I  cannot  grant  you  a  pension, 
and  that  on  the  ground  that  you  are  not 
profitably  using  your  £200  within  the 
meaning  of  subsection  (3)  of  Clause  4 
of  the  Act."  That  was  the  point.  T^ 
sole  effect  of  this  Amendment  was  to 
make  it  clear  that  they  were  to  take  into 
account  the  property  of  the  man,  the  v» 
which  he  made  of  it,  and  whether  that 
was  the  largest  income  he  could  reason- 
ably obtain  from  it.  The  Amendment 
would  remove  all  doubt  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester)  said  that 
this  was  another  of  the  clauses  which,  owin^ 
to  the  operation  of  the  guillotine,  the 
House  had  had  no  opportunity  whatever 
of  discussing. 


Mr.   LLOYD-GEORGE: 
discussed. 


•  This   WIS 

^-J     •-        ±^ 

Mr.  GOULDING:  The  right  hoc. 
Gentleman  is  wrong.  This  particular  pro- 
vision was  not  discussed  at  all. 

'     t 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  It  was  dis- 
cussed.   The  Leader  of  the  Oppositioiu 
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certainly,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Marylebone,  put  this  dilemma 
in  the  debate.  Whether  the  answer  was 
satisfactory  or  not  is  another  matter, 
but  it  certainly  was  debated. 

Mr.  GOULDING  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  forgot  that  it  was  put  to  him 
as  the  guillotine  was  falling,  and  there 
was  no  opportunity  whatever  of  any 
further  discussion  of  the  matter.  He 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  see  why  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  accept 
the  very  reasonable  Amendment  in- 
serted by  the  Lords.  Surely  it  was  not 
desirable  to  encourage  the  poor  to  hoard 
their  money,  to  hide  it  in  a  stocking. 
They  should  rather  encourage  them  to 
invest  it.  Ihe  Amendment  gave  a  dis- 
tinct guide  and  direction  to  those  who 
were  to  estimate  the  yearly  income  to  see 
that  reasonable  precautions  were  taken 
to  invest  the  money  instead  of  hoarding 
it. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  asked  the 
Government  to  explain  what  the}" 
meant  by  the  words  the  yearly  income 
which  might  be  expected  to  be  derived 
from  any  property  "  if  profitably  used 
by  him."  Take  the  case  of  a  man 
with  an  unmarried  daughter,  owning  a 
piece  of  land  which  he  was  holding  up.  He 
was  getting  no  income  out  of  it,  but  he 
was  holding  it  up  for  the  benefit  of  his  un- 
married daughter,  because  he  knew  that 
at  the  time  of  his  death  this  land  would 
have  ripened  and  would  be  worth  more. 
What  was  the  pension  officer  to  do  in  a 
case  of  that  kind  ?  Was  he  to  say  that 
this  man  was  entitled  to  a  pension  or  not  ? 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  that,  to 
his  mind,  the  Lords  Amendment  would 
increase  the  hardship  in  rural  districts 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Many  cottagers 
had  household  gods  such  as  old  clocks, 
old  brass  candlesticks,  warming-pans,  and 
china  which  had  been  in  their  families 
for  a  hundred  years  or  more  and  which 
they  valued  for  themselves.  There  were 
collectors  who  would  be  quite  ready 
and  willing  to  give  £50  or  £100  for  the  con- 
tents of  these  cottages,  because  there  was 
an  immense  demand  for  these  articles,  and 
under  the  Bill  that  value  would  have 
to  be  capitalised  and  the  interest  reckoned 
as  part  of  the  income  of  the  cottager, 


although  he  had  no  doubt  the  pension 
officer  would  take  a  very  lenient  view 
of  such  cases.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  resist  the  Lords  Amendment. 
The  clause  itself,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  stated,  was  an  unjust  oue^ 
Such  propert}'  as  these  people  might  have 
which  from  the  point  of  view  of  sentiment 
they  would  not  sell  but  which  a  collector 
would  value  at  anything  from  £25  to 
£1C0,  should  not  be  regarded  as  property 
from  which  an  income  could  be  derived* 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR,  by  leave  of  tue 
House,  asked  the  Attorney  -  General 
whether,  in  his  view  of  the  clause,  a  man 
who  sold  the  remainder  of  a  life  annuity 
and  invested  the  proceeds  in  some 
permanent  investment  would  or  woydd 
not  be  "  directly  or  indirectly  depriving 
himself  of  any  income  or  property  in  order 
to  qualify  himself  for  the  receipt  of  aa 
old-age  pension  "  under  subsection  3. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  he  certainly 
would  say,  so  far  as  his  own  opinion  was 
concerned,  that  a  bona  fide  act  of  the  kind 
described  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
would  not  be  an  attempt  within  the 
meaning  of  the  section  which  forbids  a 
man  to  deprive  himself  of  his  income. 
It  would  be  a  perfectly  reasonable  and 
legitimate  change  of  investment.  The 
clause  was  directed  against  the  person 
who  obviously  intended  to  bring  himself 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill  by  lessening 
his  income  for  that  purpose.  A  reason- 
able  change  by  a  man  in  the  use  of  his 
money,  stSl  retaining  it  in  profitable  use^ 
would  not  bring  him  within  the  penalties 
laid  down  in  the  clause.  As  the  Bill 
stood  it  sought  to  prevent  hoarding,  and 
it  said  that  any  man  possessed  of  property 
must  put  it  to  a  profitable  use.  The 
inquiry  of  the  pension  officer  went  to  that 
extent  only.  But  the  Lords  Amend- 
ment would  push  the  inquiry  very  much 
further,  and  the  pension  officer  would 
have  to  go,  not  merely  into  the  broad 
general  question  as  to  whether  a  man  was 
profitably  using  his  money,  but  into  the 
question  of  how  he  had  exercised  his 
judgment  in  the  use  of  that  money, 
whether  he  had  done  it  reasonably  or 
unreasonably.  He  had  rather  gathered 
that  the  Opposition  objected  to  the  great 
scope  already  given  to  the  inquiry  by  the 
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pension  officer ;    they  were  seeking  now 
to  push  that  inquiry  into  a  sphere  of  a 
very  dangerous  character.     They  would  i 
make  a  mistake  if,  under  cover  of  pre-  i 
venting  fraud,  they  proceeded  to  stimu- ! 
late  reckless  and  improvident  investment. 

Sib  H.  'NORMAN   (Wolverhampton,  - 
3.)  said  the  case  which  might  arise  was 
even  stronger  than  had  been  stated  by  i 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.     A  man  ! 
of    seventy    otherwise    qualified    might ' 
have  £739   invested  in   Consols.     With  ' 
£266  he  could  purchase  himself  a  Post 
Office  annuity  of  13s.  a  week  and  still 
have  £470  of  his  original  capital  invested 
in  Consols.     There  was  an  even  stronger  J 
case.    An  old  couple  of  seventy  living  | 
together  might  have  £2,218  invested  in  | 
Consols,  and  still,  if  they  chose,  draw  j 
from  the  State  a  pension  of  2s.  a  week.  ' 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  not  many  i 
cases  of  that  sort  would  arise,  but,  at  | 
the  same  time,  the  point  could  hardly  I 
be  dismissed  by  a  humorous  observa-  | 
tion. 

Mr.  butcher  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity) asked  whether  old  furniture,  an 
old  clock,  or  ornaments  and  things  of 
that  sort,  in  the  possession  of  these  per- 
sons would  come  under  (b)  or  (c).  If  it 
fell  under  (b)  there  would  be  no  danger, 
but  if  it  fell  under  (c)  it  was  another 
matter. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  did 
not  think  that  under  the  Bill,  as  it  stood, 
the  old  clock  would  be  taken  into  account 
at  all  by  the  pension  officer.  But  if 
the  Lords  Amendment  were  inserted  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  crooks  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  some  people  wanted  to  turn  the 
pension  agent  into  a  touting  agent  for 
speculative  builders.  He  thought  this 
-was  legislation  for  poor  people.  Could 
anyone  imagine  a  man  who  had  toiled 
for  a  daily  wage  for  seventy  years  develop- 
ing into  a  speculator  ?  They  would 
never  find  a  working  man  who  had  put 
by  £2,200.  He  had  a  better  opinion  of 
the  Englishman  than  to  believe  that 
he  would  descend  to  subterfuges  of  the 
kind  suggested  in  order  to  obtain  a  pension. 
That  might  be  the  view  of  the  noble  Lord 
and  other  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  an 

Sir  W,  Bobson, 


intimate  knowledge  of  the  criminal 
classes,  but  after  all,  the  majority  of 
the  people  were  not  of  the  criminal 
class.  The  whole  opposition  to  this 
declaration  was  frivolous.  Those  sup- 
porting it  did  not  know  what  they  were 
talking  about.  He  had  never  come 
across  these  working  men  with  hundreds 
of  pounds.  He  wished  he  had.  He 
did  not  believe  they  existed  save  in  tiw 
imagination  of  those  who  were  opposing 
this  declaration. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  last  speecH 
rather  confirmed  a  doubt  which  he  had 
felt  as  to  whether  those  who  called 
themselves  Labour  Members  really  knew 
anything  about  the  subject.  The  hon. 
Member  had  suggested  that  it  was 
impossible  to  find  a  working  man  who 
had  saved  any  money. 

Mb.  crooks  :  Nothing  of  the  sort 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  :  Of  course,  the  man 
who  had  saved  £2,000  would  be  an 
extreme  case.  The  point  of  the  dis- 
cussion was  a  perfectly  simple  one, 
and  it  had  not  been  met  by  the  Grovem- 
ment.  At  present  subsection  (c)  of 
the  clause  was  absolutely  vague,  it 
might  mean  one  thing  in  one  case  and 
another  thing  in  another,  and  the  result 
would  be  that  in  some  districts  pen- 
sions would  be  given  under  one  set 
of  terms,  in  others  under  another  set 
I  of  terms.  That  could  not  be  desirahk. 
All  the  Lords  did  was  to  make  a  guess  at 
I  what  the  House  meant  and  to  try  to  pat 
I  it  into  clear  language.  If  they  meant 
I  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  that  people  were  not  to  be  forced 
to  buy  an  annuity,  but  could  invest  th«r 
money  in  any  way  they  liked,  then  let 
them  say  so  in  the  Bill.  The  point  was 
that  the  Bill  teemed  with  instances  where 
the  meaning  was  left  absolutely  vague 
and  unclear,  which  must  lead  to  injostiee. 
He  confessed  that  the  Attomey-GreneiaTf 
speech  seemed  to  him,  if  he  might  say  », 
not  really  to  deal  with  the  point.  He 
said  they  could  not  put  on  the  penskc 
officer  the  duty  of  inquiring  whether  tk 
investment  had  been  made  profitaWy 
or  not ;  but  the  subsection  itself  said — 

"  The  yearly  income  which  might  be  expect^ 
to  be  derived  from  any  property  belonging  to 
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that  person  which,  though  capable  of  invest-  ; 
ment  or  profitable  use,  is  not  so  invested  or 
profitably  used." 

That  was  to  say,  if  there  was  property 
which  was  not  profitably  used  so  as 
to  produce  the  income  expected  to ' 
be  derived  from  that  property,  then  the  , 
property  was  not  being  dealt  with  in  the  i 
way  directed  by  the  Bill.  That  was  a  ' 
view  which  it  was  possible  for  any  pension 
committee  to  take,  and  if  the  House  were 
to  deal  with  the  thing  fairly  they  should 
make  their  meaning  clear.  It  was  farcical 
to  say.  that  they  had  discussed  this 
matter,  which  he  thought  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  fall  of  the  guillotine. 
It  had  never  been  discussed  by  the 
House,  and  despite  the  humorous  obser- 
vations of  the  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich 
he  thought  this  was  a  proper  opportunity 
to  discuss  the  matter.  He  thought  the 
right  course  would  be  to  agree  to  the 
Lords  Amendment,  and  then  subse- 
quently to  amend  that  so  as  to  carry  out 
the  true  intention  of  the  House, 

Mr.  MOND  (Chester)  said  they  had 
only  one  lot  of  money  to  go  round, 
and  the  more  they  gave  to  the  people 
who  did  not  want  it  the  less  they  would 
have  for  the  people  who  did  want  it. 
As  far  as  he  could  see,  the  case  of  capital 
was  provided  for  in  the  Australian  and 
New  Zealand  schemes,  and  if  persons 
owned  more  than  a  certain  amount  of 
money  they  were  not  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion. He  had  always  been  surprised 
that  no  provision  of  that  kind  was  made 
in  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  the  Lords 
Amendment  met  that  point,  but  he 
suggested  that  it  might  be  possible 
to  draft  the  regulations  so  as  to  meet  it, 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) 
thought  the  Amendment  as  it  stood 
WIS  open  to  the  objections  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
it  would  not  be  agreed  to.  There  was 
another  point  which  he  did  not  think 
had  been  touched  upon.  "What  was  to 
become  of  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  put 
money  into  the  reversion  of  a  small 
cottage  property  ?  Would  it  be  treated 
as  if  that  property  had  to  be  sold  and  an 
income  taken  from  it  or  not  ?  For  the 
time  being  there  would  be  no  income 
from  it.  Would  any  income  be  taken 
into  account  ? 


Question,  "  That  this  House  doth 
disagree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said 
Amendment"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  line  20,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
I  *  (rf)  If  any  person  is  aggrieved  by  the  refusal 
I  or  neglect  of  a  local  pension  committee  to  con- 
1  sider  a  claim  for  a  pension,  or  to  determine 
'  any   question  referred   to  them,   that  person 
may  apply  in  the    prescribed    manner  to  the 
central  pension  authority,  and  that  authority 
may,  if  they  consider  tnat  the  local  pension 
committee  have  refused  or  neglected  to  con- 
sider  and   determine   the   claim    or    question 
within  a  reasonable  time,  themselves  consider 
and  determine  the  claim  or  question  in  the  same 
manner  as  on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
local  pension  committee.'  " 

Question  "That  this  House  doth  agree 
i  with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment " 

;  put,  and  agreed  to. 

j 

I      Lords  Amendment — 

I  "  In  page  5,  after  subsection  (d)  to  insert  the 
words  *  (e)  The  expression  "  party  aggrieved  " 
shall  include  a  member  of  the  said  committee 
who  has  taken  part  in  the  consideration  of  the 

'  report  and  has  dissented  from  the  decision.* " 

•  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  moved  that  the 
I  House  should  disagree  with  the  Amend- 
!  ment.  The  proposal  was  that  any' 
j  member  of  the  pension  committee  should 
I  have  the  right  of  appeal.  He  thought 
t  that  was  very  undesirable.  It  would 
i  add  enormously  to  the  expense,  and  the 

moment  anyone  had  got  any  political 
or  other  reason  against  a  party  to  whom 
a  pension  was  granted,  .he  could  pester 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  enter 
into  the  whole  matter  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

•  *'  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said   Amendment." — 

j  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,) 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALPOXJR  said  there  was 
no  definition  in  the  Act.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  criticised  the  definition 
given  by  the  Lords  of  the  person  aggrieved 
;  and  there  might  be  substance  in  his  criti- 
cism, but  was  he  going  to  substitute  any 
I  other  definition  ?    The  term  "person  ag- 
i  grieved  "  might  be  so  easily  interpreted 
I  that  a  definition  was  not  required,  and 
in  that  case  it  was  only  the  would-be 
I  pensioner  who  had  the  right  of  appeal. 
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•  And    the 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  : 
be  all  right. 


Then  that  will 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  5,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  for  the  purposes  of  this  subsection 
the  expression  '*  borough  "  includes  a  metro- 
politan borough  and  the  city  of  London,  and 
the  ex]M«88ion  "  council  of  a  borough  "  includes 
the  council  of  a  metropolitan  borough,  and  as 
respects  the  city  of  London,  the  mayor,  alder- 
men,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London  in 
Common  council  assembled.*  " 

*Mr.  speaker  :  This  appears  to  be 
a  privilege  Amendment  which  alters  the 
constitution  of  the  body  appointed  by 
this  House  to  carry  the  Act  into  execu- 
tion, and  in  whom  is  vested  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  moved  that 
the  House  should  disagree  with  the 
Amendment. 

Motion  made  and  Question,  *'That  the 
House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords  in 
the  said  Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  after  line  40,  to  insert  as  a 
new  subsection  '  (3)  The  Local  Government 
Board  may  appoint  any  person  or  any  per- 
sons not  exceeding  three  in  number  to  be  a 
member  or  members  of  any  local  pensions 
committee,  or  of  any  sub-committee  appointed 
by  the  latter,  who  shall,  when  appointed,  have 
ail  the  rights  of  ordinary  members  of  such 
committees.*  " 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  This  gives  to  the 
liocal  Government  Board  the  power  of 
varying  the  constitution  of  the  body  to 
whom  the  House  has  entrusted  the 
expenditure  of  the  money,  and  therefore 
I  think  this  also  ought  to  be  considered  a 
privilege  Amendment. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  moved  that 
the  House  should  disagree  with  the 
Amendment. 

Motion  made,  ard  Question,  *'  That 
this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendment,'  put,  and 
agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendments — 

''  In  page  6,  after  line  6,  to  insert  as  a  nev 
subsection :  '  (6)  Any  reference  in  this  Act  to 
pension  authorities  shall  be  construed  as  & 
reference  to  the  pen5>ion  officer,  the  local  pen- 
sion  committee,  and  the  central  pension  antbo- 
rity,  or  to  any  one  of  them,  as  the  ewe 
requires.'  " 

"  In  page  6,  line  7,  after  the  word  obtaining, 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  containing.*  " 

Agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  Act,'  to 
insert  the  words  *  either  for  himself  or  for  aj 
other  person,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
or  continuing  an  old-age  pension  under  thii 
Act  for  himself  or  for  any  other  person  at  a 
higher  rate  than  that  appropriate  to  the  case.'" 

Mr.  LLOYD-GBORGB  moved  tlutt 
the  House  should  agree  to  the  Am^id- 
ment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  jdoth  agree  with  ^ 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment.*'— {J^f. 
Lloyd-George,) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  lie  was  gW 
the  Government  were  doing  all  tkr 
could  to  strengthen  this  clause,  becana 
fears  which  were  expressed  at  an  eariier 
stage  of  the  debate,  that  political  orgsni* 
sations  would  be  dragged  into  this  matter, 
had  already  begim,  unfortunately,  to  be 
fulfilled.  He  had  just  had  put  into  \k 
hands  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  tke 
Downend  and  So  imd  well  Liberal  Associa- 
tion in  these  terms — 

**  Dear  Sir  or  Madam,  — As  you  are  probably 
aware,  the  present  Liberal  and  free  trade  Goppti- 
ment  is  making  provision  for  an  old-age  penuofi. 
The  above  association  is  compiling  a  register 
for  the  district  of  persons  who  are  seretty 
years  of  age  or  will  attain  that  age  this  yesr. 
The  committee  of  the  association  desire  to 
place  their  services  at  the  disposal  of  anj 
person  who  is  eligible,  and  will  assist  such  to 
obtain  the  pension." 

If  that  kind  of  practice  was  to  prevail, 
and  if  the  experiment  of  obtainini;  old- 
age  pensions  was  to  fall  into  the  haadi 
of  political  organisations,  on  whatever 
side  they  might  be,  they  would  produce 
one  of  the  gravest  political  scandak 
possible.  This  letter  he  believed  to  be 
authentic,  and  it  had  been  put  into  \» 
hands  by  an  hon.  Member  who,  at  anj 
rate,   believed  it  to  be  authentic.    fi» 
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regarded  it  as  absolutely  scandalous,  and 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  by 
every  means  in  their  power  prevent  such 
a  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  agreed 
that  it  would  be  a  grave  misfortune  and 
might  easily  become  a  disaster  if  a  Bill 
of  this  sort  was  to  be  worked  for  the 
purposes  of  corruption,  and  therefore 
he  strongly  deprecated  any  attempt  of 
that  sort. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  6,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  repre- 
sentation,* to  insert  the  words  '  or  if  any  person 
directly  or  indirectly  deprives  himself  of  any 
income  or  property  in  order  to  qua  ify  himself 
for  the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension,  or  for  the 
receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  at  a  higher  rat« 
than  that  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  under  this  Act.*  ** 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  had 
very  grave  doubts  with  regard  to  this 
Amendment.  He  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  on  the  whole  it  was  undesir- 
able to  insert  the  words.  He  thought 
the  penalty  much  too  severe.  Supposing 
a  man  rearranged  his  pension  with  his 
employer  with  a  view  of  getting  a  little 
more,  whatever  view  they  took  as  to 
the  desirability  or  undesirability  of  it 
he  thought  they  must  admit  that  to  make 
it  a  penal  ofEence  was  rather  severe.  The 
subsection  might  be  capable  of  that 
interpretation,  and  he  therefore  on  the 
whole  thought  it  undesirable  to  insert  the 
words  and  moved  that  they  should 
disagree  with  the  Lords  in  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the 
liOrds  in  the  said  Amendment." — (Mr, 
Juloyd-Georg^,) 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  largely  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he 
did  not  know  whether  his  intention  had 
been  drawn  to  subsection  (3)  of  Section 
A  of  the  Bill.  The  subsection  proposed 
by  the  Lords  was  really  only  carrying 
that  out. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  had 
given  his  attention  to  subsection  (3)  of 


Section  4.  He  wanted  to  drf^w  the 
distinction.  A  person  who  acted  in  the 
m-inner  suggested  ought  to  be  disqualified, 
but  it  would  be  rather  severe  to  make 
his  conduct  a  penal  offence. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment—* 

*'  In  page  6,  after  line  11,  to  insert  as  a  new 
subsection :  *  (2)  The  pension  oflftcer  may  at 
any  time  ,  without  the  matter  having  been 
referred  to  him,^  call  upon  and  require  a  person 
in  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  to  establish 
that  he  has  not  since  the  same  was  granted  to 
him  become  disqualified  to  receive  it,  and  the 
pension  officer  shall  inquire  into  the  matter  of 
the  pensioner's  disqualification  and  report  on 
the  same  to  the  pension  committee,  who  shall 
receive  and,  as  far  as  applicable,  act  upon  tht> 
said  report  as  if  it  were  a  report  received  imder 
the  provisions  of  Section  7,  subsection  (c). 
of  this  Act."* 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  did 
not  object  to  the  substance  of  the  new 
subsection,  but  to  its  insertion  in  the 
Bill.  It  was  really  a  matter  for  regida* 
tions,  and  there  was  an  advantage  in 
dealing  with  it  in  that  way.  Regulations 
could  be  altered  and  adapted  according 
to  circumstances  as  they  arose,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  in  practice  they  would 
discover  a  good  many  things  which  they 
could  not  at  present  foresee.  It  would 
be  very  undesirable  if  they  had  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  matters  of  proce- 
dure in  every  particular  because  they 
had  inserted  in  an  Act  of  Parliament 
what  ought  to  be  left  to  regulations. 
Matters  of  this  kind,  therefore,  really 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  regulations, 
and  for  that  reason,  and  not  because 
he  disagreed  with  the  substance  of  the 
subsection,  he  moved  that  they  should 
disagree  with  the  Lords'  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — 
{Mr,  LhydrGeorge.) 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  could  quite 
understand  the  reluctance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  incorporate  a  pro- 
vision of  this  sort  in  the  Bill, 
because  they  must  all  agree  that 
the  duty  upon  the  pension  officers 
would  be  very  disagreeable.  The  right 
hon.    Gentleman,    however,    must    feel 
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and  know  that,  however  disagreeable 
the  system  was,  it  would  have  to  be 
carried  out  unless  the  taxpayers  were 
to  be  completely  overwhelmed.  He 
preferred  that  it  should  be  provided  for 
by  regulation.  Unless,  however,  the 
regulation  was  clear  and  stringent  and 
was  observed  throughout  the  country, 
the  Exchequ<»r  would  be  litth  less  than 
overwhelmed.  If  the  duty  was  made 
obligatory  upon  the  pension  officers, 
that  no  doubt  would  meet  the  case,  and 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  assure  them  that  that  would  be 
so. 

Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) 
said  he  was  rather  sorry  to  hear  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
because  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  have  this  Amendment  either  on  the 
face  of  the  Bill  or  in  regulations.  He 
hoped  nothing  would  be  done  by  the 
issue  of  regulations  after  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  to  require  the  pension  officer  or  any- 
body else  to  go  touting  roimd  ascertaining 
whether  a  man  had  ceased  to  be  qualified 
for  a  pension.  The  Bill  already  provided 
a  penalty  for  a  man  who  was  found  to  be 
in  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  when 
he  did  not  fulfil  the  statutory  conditions 
or  when  he  was  not  qualified,  and  he 
thought  that  was  sufficient. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  cases 
were  altogether  difEerent.  This  was  a 
case  of  a  person  who,  though  qualified 
at  the  time  the  pension  was  granted, 
had  since  become  disqualified,  having 
possibly  received  a  legacy.  He  thought 
in  such  a  case  the  pension  officer  should 
be  entitled  to  go  and  ask  for  information. 

Mr.  BARNES  said  he  quite  agreed  that 
in  a  case  of  that  character  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  pension  officer  to  go  and 
inquire  into  the  matter,  and,  if  necessary, 
have  the  name  of  the  person  removed 
from  the  register ;  but  he  did  not  want 
anything  put  in  the  Bill  or  any  instruc- 
tions given  which  would  make  it  the  duty 
of  the  pension  officer  to  go  touting  roimd 
to  discover  such  cases.  It  would  make 
it  rather  awkward  for  the  old  people 
if  they  were  to  be  continually  liable 
to  inquiry  as  to  any  alteration  in  their 
circumstances.  He  therefore  regretted 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 

Mr,  Bowles, 


indicated  his  intention  of  consideiing 
the  matter  in  connection  with  the  regula- 
tions, and  he  hoped  he  woidd  not  carry 
it  out. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendment — 

'*  In  page  7,  after  line  17»  to  insert  as  a  ner 
subBection :  '  (3)  Every  regulation  under  tki^ 
Act  shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of  Parli*< 
ment  forthwith,  and  if  an  Address  is  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  either  House  of  Parliament 
within  the  next  subsequent  twenty-one  days 
on  which  that  House  had  sat  next  after  any  such 
regulation  is  laid  before  it,  praying  thAt  tl^ 
regulation  may  be  annulled.  His  Majesty  m 
Council  may  annul  the  regulation,  and  it  shall 
thenceforth  be  void,  but  without  prejodice  to 
the  validity  of  anything  previously  done  tfaeic- 
under.'  ** 


Agreed  to. 

Committee  of  seven  Members  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  reasons  to  be  assigned 
to  the  Lords  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of 
the  Amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to 
the  Bill 

Committee  nominated  of, — Mr.  As- 
quith,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  ChancelkNr  « 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Arthur 
Henderson^  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  and 
Mr.  Eugene  Wason. 

Three  to  be  the  quorum. 

Committee  to  withdraw  immediately. 
— (Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 


IRISH   UNIVERSITIES   BILU 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendments — 

**  In  Clause  3,  after  the  word  *  divinity,'  to 
insert  the  words  '  Provided  that  no  test  d 
religious  belief  shall  be  imposed  by  the  govemms 
body  of  either  of  the  two  new  Universities  cr 
any  constituent  college  on  any  such  fxxrfessor 
or  lecturer  as  a  condition  of  his  appointment  of 
recognition  by  the  governing  body  as  snch 
professor  or  lecturer.*  " 

''  In  page  3,  after  line  35,  to  insert  the  foQov- 
ing  new  subsections  *  (3)  The  governing  bodr 
of  a  University  or  constituent  college  to  vbici 
the  statute  relates,  or  any  other  person,  corpon- 
tion,  or  body  directly  affected  by  the  statate 
may,  within  three  months  from  the  notificatioB 
thereof  in  the  Dublin  OaxetUj  petition  tiv 
Lord-Lieutenant   in   CSouncil   to   disallow   tfat 
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whole  or  any  part  thereof.  (4)  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Council  may  refer  any  such 
petition  to  the  L*ish  Universities  Ck>mmittee 
with  a  direction  that  the  committee  hear  the 
petitioner  personally  or  by  counsel,  and  report 
specially  to  the  iJord-Lieutenant  in  Council 
on  the  matter  of  the  petition.  (5)  If  the  com- 
mittee report  in  favour  of  the  disallowance  of  the 
statute  or  anv  part  thereof,  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
may,  by  Order  In  Council,  disallow  the  whole 
or  part  thereof  aooordingly,  but  any  rach  dis- 
allowance shall  be  without  preju(Uoe  to  the 
making  of  a  new  statute.'  " 

"  In  page  4,  lines  1  to  3,  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section  (2)  and  to  insert  as  a  new  subsection 
'  (2)  The  Dublin  Commissioners  shall  be  the 
Bight  Hon.  Christopher  Palles,  Alexander 
Aalerson,  John  Pius  Boland,  Sir  William 
Franois  Butler,  Denis  Joseph  Coffey,  Stephen 
Gwynn,  Heiuy  Jackson,  Sir  John  Rhys,  The 
Most  Rev.  William  Walsh,  Bertram  Coghill 
Alan  Windle ;  and  the  Belfast  Commissioners 
shall  be  His  Honour  James  Johnston  Shaw, 
Samuel  Dill,  the  Bey.  Thomas  Hamilton, 
Donald  Maoalister,  Robert  T.  Martin,  Sir 
Arthur  William  Ruoker,  Johnson  Symington.*  " 

A;5reed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  Li  page  5,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  funds,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  professor  or 
lecturer  is  not  eligible  for  membership  of  the 
G.^neral  Board  of  Studies,  or  of  anv  faculty  other 
t  han  the  faculty  of  theology ;  or  (5)  the  erection 
of  any  church,  chapel,  or  place  of  religious 
worship  or  observance  by  means  of  private 
b:)nefaction  within  or  without  the  precincts  of 
the  University  or  college.' " 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiBBBLL,  Bristol,  N.) 
said  tliAt  this  Amendment  of  the  Lords 
Ii  -d  in  one  way  and  another  got  the 
Bill  into  rather  a  state  of  confusion, 
and  he  proposed  to  deal  with  the  matter  in 
another  way.  The  Amendment  divided 
itself  into  two  parts,  and  with  the  first 
part  down  to  the  word  "  theology " 
he  proposed  to  agree.  But  then  the 
iVmendment  went  on  to  reinsert  certain 
words  which  were  inserted  for  the  first 
{ ime  in  Committee  upstairs,  and  when  the 
Bill  returned  to  the  House  on  Report  the 
words  were  excised.  They  were  reinserted 
in  another  place  by  a  majority  of  one. 
lie  believed  that  for  a  considerable  time 
the  Government  had  looked  forward  to 
the  unique  experience  of  having  a  majority 
of  their  own,  but  by  the  influence  of  the 
E  jiscopal  bench  the  Amendment  was 
carried  by  one,  and  the  hopes  of  his  noble 
friend  were  dashed  to  the  ground.  Owing 
to  what  had  passed  in  the  House  on  the 
Report  stage  it  was  not  possible  now  to 
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accept  the  Amendment  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  chapels.  To  make  good 
sense  of  the  entire  clause  he  proposed 
to  disagree  with  the  Amendment,  and 
then  at  the  end  of  line  41  to  insert  the 
words  "  and  no  professor  of,  or  lecturer 
in,  theology  shall  be  eligible  for  member- 
ship of  the  (Jeneral  Board  of  Studies,  or 
of  any  faculty  other  than  the  faculty 
of  theology."  He  moved  in  the  first 
instance  to  disagree  with  the  Lords 
Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — 
(Mr.BirreU.)  . 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)8aid 
that  as  the  Chief  Secretary  was  aware, 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings 
he  had  disagreed  with  his  action  with 
regard  to  the  chapel  clause,  and  he  had 
described  it  then,  as  he  believed  it  now, 
as  an  attempt  at  the  last  moment  to 
conciliate  Nonconformist  opinion  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  which  had  been  so 
remarkably  quiescent  in  the  earlier  stages 
and  was  prepared  to  allow  its  own  G^vem• 
ment  to  do  what  it  would  have  vigorously 
resented  if  it  had  come  from  a  Conser- 
vative Government.  This  was  an  at- 
tempt to  placate  them,  and  to  send  them 
away  for  the  holidays  with  a  pleasanter 
taste  in  their  mouths.  Far  be  it  from 
him  to  deprive  them  of  that  pleasant 
addition  to  their  holidays.  They  would 
find  a  satisfaction  he  should  not  share. 
He  would  like  to  take  that  opportunity 
of  saying  that  in  the  discussion  of  the 
Amendment  he  had  apparently  fallen 
into  a  strange  error,  because  he  was 
reported  to  have  said  that  he  "  hoped  " 
this  would  be  a  denominational  University. 
What  he  obviously  meant  to  say,  and 
hethou<?ht  did  say,  was  that  he  *  believed  " 
it  would  be  a  denominational  University ; 
and  holding  that  belief,  he  had  said  that 
not  only  must  there  be  active  participa- 
t'on  in  the  work  of  the  Roma  i  Catholic 
hierachy  if  it  was  to  be  a  success,  but  he 
had  gone  on  to  point  out  that,  being  a 
denominationalUniversityin  hisjudgment 
it  was  not  only  a  hardship  but  altogether 
illogical  and  unjust  to  draw  these  par- 
ticular distinctions  with  regard  to  places 
of  worship.      He  had  thought  it  nece  isarv 

3    2  Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


2003 


Irish  UnkenUies 


{COMMONS} 


Bill 


2004 


to  make  that  correction,  because  his 
remarks  had  been  criticised  in  some 
portion  of  the  Press,  and  had  naturally 
led  to  some  controversy  amongst  those 
who  might  happen  to  know  that  he 
held  views  of  a  different  kind,  althou  ?h 
he  did  not  know  whether  they  attached 
any  interest  to  what  his  views  were  on  this 
subject.  He  did  not  propose  to  offer  any 
opposition  to  the  action  of  the  Chief 
Secretary ;  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
acceptel  the  decision  arrived  at  on  the 
Report  stage  as  final,  and  he  would  not 
trouble  to  divide  the  House  against  a 
proposal  which,  although  he  did  not  like 
it,  formed  part  of  the  Bill  fpr  which  the 
Government  was  responsible.  He  had 
no  doubt  it  might  be  advanced  as  an 
expression,  in  milk-and-water  fashion, 
of  those  old  principles  of  undenomina- 
tionalism  which  at  one  time  formed  the 
staple  argument  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  but  which,  in  these  later 
days,  they  had  not  only  abandoned, 
but  in  the  aband<mment  took  credit 
to  themselves  for  the  establishment 
of  this  University,  which  they  would 
eventually  find  to  be  nothing  but 
a  denominational  institution.  That 
being  so,  he  thought  it  woiild  have 
been  fairer  if,  instead  of  cutting  off  a  small 
portion  of  it,  they  had  given  a  denomin- 
ational University  right  out,  and  allowed 
the  chapels  to  be  built. 

Mb,  kettle  (Tyrone,  E.)  said  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  not  be  surprised 
at  finding  the  Irish  Members  as  a  matter 
of  principle  going  into  the  division  lobby 
against  him  on  tins  question.  Personally, 
he  did  not  much  like  agreeing  with  the 
Lords  on  anything,  but  he  had  no  con- 
stitutional objection  to  them.  This 
Amendment  represented  the  views  of 
Irish  Members  in  Committee,  which  they 
afterwards  supported  on  the  Report 
stage.  He  did  not  propose  to  join  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin  in .  attempting  to  make 
party  capital  at  the  expense  of  the 
Nonconformists  on  this  matter.  Of 
course  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  go  away  much  happier  on  his 
holidays  if  he  thought  he  had  made  a 
little  party  capital.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  view  was  that  the  Univer- 
sity was  going  to  be  an  ^xtirely  denomina- 
tional   University.    Tl^e    view    of    the 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


Nationalist  Members  from  Ireland  was 
that  these  Universities  were  going  to  be 
free  Universities.  Clause  3  thoroughly 
secured  that.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  tiw 
Ministerial  side  of  the  .House  who  were 
opposed  to  protective  tarifis  and  to 
artificially  keeping  foreign  goods  out  of 
the  country,  ou^  to  join  with  the 
Irish  Members  in  kee|Hng  in  the  Bill 
a  clause  that  would  have  the  effect  of 
not  artificially  keeping  religious  teaching 
out  of  the  University.'  ^e  House 
ought  clearly  to  understand  the  positicm. 
The  effect  of  the  Amendment  inserted 
by  the  Lords  would  be  this.  There  were 
to  be  no  tests  for  teachers  or  students; 
no  compulsion  for  students  to  attend 
religious  instruction  or  religious  worship ; 
but  it  would  be  open  to  eny  denomination 
by  private  enterprise,  and  out  of  private 
funds,  to  erect  a  chapel  for  the  purpose 
of  religious  worship,  whether  it  waa 
in  Belfast  or  in  Dublin.  The  question 
of  the  site,  which  in  the  first  instance 
would  be  secured  by  public  money,  was 
dealt  with  by  his  hon.  frieud  the 
Meuiber  for  Waterford  on  the  Report 
stage  of  the  Bill.  The  University  was 
to  be  a  free  University;  no  one  waa 
excluded  from  it  on  the  ground  of  any 
particular  religion ;  but  the  Bill  as 
it  now  came  down  from  the  Lords 
left  it  open  to  any  denomination,  bj 
their  enterprise  and  their  enthusiasm  for 
their  religion,  to  erect  a  chapel  »l 
which  the  students  of  that  particulir 
denomination,  under  no  compulsion 
except  the  compulsion  of  conscientious 
belief  in  their  religion,  might  attend  their 
religious  worship.  He  thought  that  with 
regard  to  this  Bill  the  Nonconform^ 
had  behaved  admirably,  and  that, 
notwithstanding  any  taunt  that  might 
be  levelled  against  them  from  the  front 
Opposition  bench,  they  might  go  to 
their  constituencies  with  the  conscious- 
ness and  satisfaction  of  having  done 
i^ore  in  a  few  years  of  liberal  administra- 
tion to  settle  thb  great  question,  th^ll 
the  Unionist  Party  had  been  able  to 
accomplish  in  twenty  years.  The 
opposition  to  this  Ajnendmeut  was 
somewhat  narrow.  The  Amendment 
if  allowed  to  stand  would  have  the 
effect  of  conferring  freedom  upon  the 
(University.  The  Nationalist  Members,  in 
making  this  protest,  were  by  no  meau 
indifferent  to  the  action  of  the  right  hon. 
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Gentlemin  tho  Chief  Secretary.  On  the 
contrary,  they  were  extremely  grateful 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  to 
those  hon.  Members  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House  who  had  principles  as 
logical  and  pressed  them  as  logically 
to  a  conclusion  as  did  they  who  sat 
on  the  Irish  benches ;  but  he  simply 
wished  to  say  that  Nationalist  Members 
would  feel  it  their  duty  to  vote  in  favour 
of  the  Lords  Amendment  and  against  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  the  hem. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  spoken 
in  a  very  unjust  manner  towards  what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  the  Tory  Party.  He 
presumed  he  meant  the  Unionist  Party. 
If  a  Bill  to  endow  a  Roman  CathoUc 
University  in  Ireland  out  of  public  funds 
had  been  proposed  from  l^t  side  of 
the  House  every  Member  of  the  Non- 
conformist Party  opposite  would  have 
raised  such  an  agitation  against  it  that  Ao 
Unionist  Party  cou^d  have  carried  it. 

Mr.  kettle  said  he  might  not 
have  conveyed  his  meaning  precisely.  He 
-was  perfectly  willing  to  recognisie  the  frank 
and  generous  way  in  which  the  Tory  or 
Unionist  Party  had  behaved,  but  it  did 
not  come  very  well  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Dublin 
to  make  rather  cheap  party  capital  at  the 
Expense  of  the  Nonconformists  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  his  Party  had  been  in 
office  for  nearly  twenty  years  and  did  not 
face  the  problem  which  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  solved. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  did  not  think 
it  could  be  said  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  attempted  to  make  party  capital. 
They  had  to  congratulate  the  Chief 
Secretary  on  the  successful  way  in 
which  he  had  given  this  University,  a 
denominational  one — ^no  other  kind  would 
have  satisfied  the  people  of  Ireland — 
and  it  was  mere  hypocrisy  not  to  acknow- 
ledge and  describe  it  as  an  endowed 
Koman  Catholic  University  supported 
out  of  publi9  money.  The  other  question 
on  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  to  be 
congratulated  was  the  very  cheap  price 
at  which  he  had  secured  Nonconformist 
support,  viz.,  the  refusal  to  allow  any  place 
of  worship  to  be  erected  by  private  funds. 


They    had    swallowed    the    camel    and 
strained  at  the  little  goat. 

Mb.  BUTCHER  expressed  deep  regret 
that  the  Government  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  up  the  position  which  they 
had  adopted.  The  whole  object  of  their 
labours  for  many  weeks  past  had  been 
to  give  the  Roman  Catholics  the  kind 
of  Uniyc^rsity  which  they  would  like, 
and  on  this  point,  where  the  religious 
feelings  of  the  nation  were  deeply 
toiipbed,^  they  proposed  to  refuse 
a  little  parcel  of  ground  on  which 
a  chapel  might  be  built  by  privata 
benefaction.  It  seemed  a  most  narrow, 
technical,  and  lamentable  ground 
to  take  up.  What  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
ppposite  was  a  mere  matter  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  imdenominational  formula 
was  to  those  for  whom  the  Univer" 
sity  was  designed  a  matter  which 
touched  them  in  their  daily  life. 
At  present  th^e  was  no  proposal,  because 
there  was  no  money,  to  build  a  residential 
collie.  But  one  of  the  very  first 
objects  of  private  benefaction,  and  he 
hoped  also  of  some  State  h^,  would 
be  the  erection  of  a  proper  residential 
college  within  the  grounds  of  the  Univer- 
sity, and  when  it  came  to  a  residential 
college  it  woidd  be  a  matter  of  extreme 
pain  to  the  members  of  the  college  that 
that  which  had  been  associated  with 
college  life  from  time  immemorial  in  all 
the  great  Universities,  should  by  the 
fiat  of  that  House  be  denied  to  them  in 
Ireland.  Even  though  they  insisted, 
probably  rightly,  on  having  a  technically 
undenominational  University,  was  it 
necessary  that  they  also  shoidd  have 
an  irreligious  University  ?  That  was  the 
light  in  which  it  would  present  itself  to 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  he  deeply 
regretted  that  that  great  gift,  long  delayed, 
but  at  last  conferred  upon  the  Irish 
people,  should  be  marked  by  this  graceless 
act. 

Lord  EDMUND  TALBOT  (Sussex, 
Chichester)  said  the  Government  could 
hardly  be  congratulated  on  their  con- 
sistency in  regard  to  this  particular 
Amendment.  The  Chief  Secretary 
accepted  it  in  Committee,  but  gave  way 
in  the  House,  and  if  he  was  to  be  con- 
sistent in  his  inconsistency  he  might  have 
accepted  the  decision  come   to  by   the 
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other  House.  He  found  it  difficult  to 
use  harsh  words  against  the  Chief 
Socrotary  because  ho  felt  indebted  to 
him  for  the  measure  as  a  whole, 
but  he  felt  that  the  action  the 
(Government  were  now  taking  was  a  sign 
of  great  weakness.  It  was  simply  giving 
way  to  the  most  extraordmary  ex- 
hibition of  narrow  -  minded  bigotry. 
He  should  certainly  give  a  hearty  vote 
for  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  hay  morgan  (Cornwall,  Truro) 
sxid  there  had  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  cheap  and  vulgar  sneering 
at  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Noncon- 
formists, and  remarks  of  a  similar  nature 
to  those  of  the  noble  Lord  had  been 
made  in  another  place.  The  position 
taken  up  by  the  Nonconformists  was 
represented  as  very  narrow  and  bigoted, 
and  when  it  was  proposed  to  leave  out 
this  Amendment  from  the  Lords  there 
was  at  once  an  insistance  that  it  was 
of  the  greatest  importance.  He  respected 
the  good  feeling  of  hon.  Centlemen 
opposite  with  regard  to  it,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  Nonoonfcrmists  had  their 
feelings  too,  and  their  position  was  this : 
they  had  recognised  from  the  start 
that  the  University  in  the  South  of  Ireland 
and  the  University  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  would  become  denomina- 
tional Universities,  from  the  very 
fict  that  in  the  South  there  was 
a  large  preponderance  of  Catholics 
and  in  the  North  a  large  pre- 
ponderance of  Protestants.  They  as 
Nonconformists  and  Liberals  could  no 
more  object  to  that  than  they  could 
object  to  a  county  council,  or  a  local 
authority,  in  Wales  being  Nonconformist 
from  the  simple  fact  that  most  of  the 
electors  were  Nonconformist.  Their 
position  had  been  quite  consistent.  They 
had  endeavoured  to  say  that  when  they 
were  passing  a  Bill,  although  it  created 
t  \ro  Universities  which  would  inevitably 
bx^ome  denominational,  the  Bill  itself 
s  lould  not  be  a  denominational  Bill. 
If  the  Amendment  were  permitted  to 
g)  into  the  Bill,  and  they  allowed  a 
chapel  to  be  built  either  in  the  North 
or  in  the  South,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  case  that  chapel  would  be  a  sectarian 
one.  It  must  belong  to  some  particular 
denomination,  and  whatever  the  de- 
nomination was  the   University   would 

Lord  Edmund  Talbot 


be  stamped  with  that  denominational 
mark.  They  thought  it  far  better  that 
the  private  benefactors  who  were  ready 
to  erect  a  chapel  should  erect  it  outside 
the  precincts  of  the  University,  and  by 
so  doing  their  religious  faith  and  aspira- 
tions would  be  completely  satisfied - 

Mr.  HAVILAND  BURKE  (King's 
County,  Tullamore)  expressed  the  deepest 
regret  that  the  (Jovemment  had  not  seen 
their  way  to  concede  this  point.  In 
Trinity  College  there  was  an  ancient 
chapel,  the  symbol  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  services  were  held  there. 
It  was,  after  all,  a  poor  thing  to  provide 
a  University  presumably  for  Irish  Catho- 
lics with  a  proviso  that  there  should  be 
no  chapel  within  its  precincts  for  the 
celebration  of  divine  worship  according 
to  the  Catholic  religion.  They  were 
committing  a  great  mistake.  While  re- 
specting the  Government  for  the  way  in 
which  they  had  dealt  with  a  very  thorny 
question,  he  should  be  compelled  to  go 
into  the  division  lobby  against  them. 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London  Uni- 
versity) also  desired  to  express  his 
regret  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
been  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
All  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  establishment  of  the  Universitv 
must  be  regarded  as  exceptional  They 
were  called  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  were 
unable  to  accept  the  facilities  for  higher 
education  which  were  provided  in  Uie 
present  University  of  Dublin,  "When 
this  Bill  became  an  Act,  Dublin  would 
enjoy  the  exceptional  privilege  of  being, 
he  believed,  the  only  city  in  Europe 
except  one  in  which  there  were  two 
Universities.  In  making  this  gift  to  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholics,  he  very  much 
regretted  that  Parliament,  by  refusing 
to  accept  this  Amendment,  should  accom- 
pany the  gift  by  what  would  always  be 
regarded  as  a  grievance  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  He  could  noi 
conceive  any  reason  why  the  UniversitT, 
which  would  be  governed  almost,  if  not 
quite,  exclusively  by  Romali  Cathohcs, 
the  professors  of  which  would  be  mainly 
Roman  Catholics,  and  in  which  the  sta- 
dents  themselves  would  be  of  one  re- 
ligion, should  be  refused  the  privilege  of 
possessing  a  chapel  in  which  tiie  stadeots 
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might  worship  according  to  their  religion. 
It  was  to  him  of  the  essence  of  the  gift 
that  it  should  be  acceptable  to  the 
recipients  and  be  welcomed  by  them. 
It  was  such  gifts  that  equally  blessed 
givers  and  receivers.  He  had  felt 
considerable  interest  in  the  Bill,  and  he 
appealed  to  hon.  Members  opposite  to 
show  a  generous  spirit  in  dealing  with 
the  matter. 


Mr.    MASSIE    (Wiltshire,    Oricklade) 
said   the  hon.   Member  for  Cambridge 
University  had  spoken  of  the  graceless 
refusal    of    the  ^  demand.    This    chapel 
was  never  demanded  at  all  either  by 
politicians  or  bishops.    The  hon.  Member 
himself  in  his  good  nature  gratuitously  I  minorities  ? 
proposed  the  chapel  and  so  started  the 
whole  difficulty.    It  was  precisely  because 
they  regarded  them  as  free  Universities 
that  they  desired  that  they  should  not 
be  handicapped  by  a  very  prominent 
sign  of  exclusiveness.    It  was  precisely 
because  they  regarded  them  as  in  theory 
undenominational  that  they  desired  to 
preclude  as  much  denominatior.alism  as 
possible)  and  especially  that  which  would 
peculiarly  stamp  the  University  as  de- 
nominational.   But  it  was  not   at   all 
surprising   that   those   who   desired    to 
make  out  that  these  Universities  were 
entirely  denominational  should  seek  to 
add  a  chapel  in  order  that  they  might 
be  as  denominational  as  possible. 


site  was  taken  away,  and  now  they  found 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  completely 
veered  round.  He  certainly  thought 
hon.  Members  were  taking  a  rather 
imgenerous  and  narrow  view  of  the 
matter.  It  was  admitted  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  gangway  that  the  Univer- 
sities would  be  denominational  from  the 
very  fact  that  a  large  preponderance  of 
Roman  Catholics  resided  in  one  portion 
of  the  country,  and  a  great  preponder- 
ance of  Protestants  in  the  other.  The 
fact  was  incapable  of  contradiction. 
Why  not  meet  it  in  as  fair  and  generous 
a  manner  as  possible  ? 


An  HON.  MEMBER :     What  about 


Mr.  WALSH  (Lancashire,  Ince)  faid 
he  was  very  much  surprised  at  the 
changed  attitude  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  He 
remembered,  when  they  were  debating 
the  point  in  Committee  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  power  given  whereby 
a  site  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  might 
be  provided  even  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  University,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  protested  at  what  he  described 
as  the  rather  narrow  spirit  that  some 
Members  were  manifesting.  The  right 
ton.  Gentleman  thought  then  that  inas- 
much as  no  chapel  was  to  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  University,  and 
no  Chair  of  theology  and  no  professor 
of  theology  would  receive  a  p3nny  of 
public  money,  it  was  only  proper  that  at 
least  a  site  within  the  grounds  of  the 
University  might  be  provided.  At  a 
later  stage  that  power  of  providing  a 


Mr.  WALSH  said  there  would  be  two 
minorities.  Minorities  were  alwajrs  right 
it  was  said,  and  he  remembered  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  saying  that  suffering  was 
the  badge  of  all  their  tribe.  He  would  not 
like  to  retort  that  the  minority  would 
have  to  suffer,  but  he  could  not  conceive 
any  minority  actuated  by  such  a  spirit 
that  they  thiought  themselves  compelled 
to  suffer  if  some  other  people  were  given 
an  opportunity  of  following  their  worship 
in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  their 
conscience.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  spoken  as  to  certain  old  and  famous 
Universities  having  chapels  within  their 
precincts.  It  seemed  to  him  a  very 
narrow  view  they  were  taking  in  not 
allowing  a  pious  donor  to  hand  over  a 
few  thousand  pounds  wherewith  to  erect 
a  chapel.  After  all,  the  Bill  made  it 
impossible  that  a  penny  of  public  funds 
shoidd  go  to  any  faculty  of  theology. 
There  was  no  theologian  to  be  endowed 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  University  and 
there  was  to  be  no  religious  or  denomi- 
national test.  There  was  no  compulsory 
attendance  at  Divine  worship.  The 
Bill  was  a  splendid  Bill  framed  on  most 
generous  and  democratic  lines,  and  he 
certainly  thought  it  was  rather  an  un- 
happy ending  that  this  tinge  of  narrow- 
ness and  exclusion  should  come  into 
what   was   otherwise   a   very   desirable 


was 
measure. 


Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  said  th^L 
he  had  voted  for  the  chapel  at  an  earlier 
stage  and  he  would  support  it  again. 
It  wouldbe  ungracious  to^spoU  the  Bill 
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by  lefufling  the  power  to  erect  a  chapel ; 
it  waft  stEaining  at  the  gnat  and  swallow- 
ing the  cameL 

*Mb.  YERNEY  (Bacldngham8hiie,N.) 
said  tiiat  everybody  understood  what 
u  chapel  meant.  Eveiy  other  part  of 
this  Umversity  was  liable  to  change 
according  to  the  requirements  that  arose 
in  the  course  of  time,  but  he  understood 
a  Roman  Catholic  chapel  was  a  conse- 
crated building  whose  purpose  could  not 
be  changed.  That  made  the  whole 
difierence,  ai^  he  thought  that  that 
consideration  might  have  made  some 
difference  in  the  minds  of  Roman  Cath- 
olics. That  was  an  argument  which 
cut  two  ways.  In  the  case  of  an  ardent 
Roman  Catholic  he  could  quite  under- 
stand the  desire  that  the  building  con- 
secrated to  that  use  should  never  by 
any  possibility  be  devoted  to  any  other 
use.  On  what  terms  was  this  Uni- 
versity going  to  be  made  denominational  ? 


Surely  on  the  terms  that  it  was  to  be 
democratic.  It  was  intended  to  serve 
the  uses  of  the  people,  and  those  who  need 
it  in  one  place  might  be  Roman  Catholics 
and  in  the  other  Protestants.  In  dealing 
with  a  University  as  a  place  of  educati(m 
to  last  for  centuries  subject  to  the  neces- 
sary changes  of  times  and  circumstances 
it  was  better  to  set  apart  a  separate  site 
and  a  building  to  be  devoted  to  religion 
uses,  consecrated  to  that  purpose  only.  In 
this  way  those  who  belonged  to  one 
particular  religion  would  hkve  all  the 
advantages  they  desired,  and  all  ^e 
opportunities  of  attending  refigions 
services  in  a  place  devoted'  to  that  one 
purpose.  In  this  respect  he  agreed 
witli  ihe  latest  form  in  which  the  Bill 
appeared. 

Question  put. 

The    House    divided: — ^Ayes,    142; 
Noes,  40.    (Division  List  No.  240.) 


Aoland,  Francis  Pyke 
A8qtuth,Rt.H4.Herbert  Henry 
Baker,  Joseph  A.(FinBbniy,E.) 
Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
3eU,  Richard 

BeDn,W.(T*w*r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  M^ldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Causton.RtHn. Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 

Collins,  Ste|phen  (Lambeth) 
Compton-Riokett,  Sir  J. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Su88ex,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Crooks,  William 
Daliiel,  James  Henry 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A-  (Invemees-sh.) 
DickBon-Poynder,Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duckworth,  James 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evwett.  R.  Laooy 
Fen- ns,  T.  R. 

Mr.  ByUs^ 


AYES 

Foster,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gladstone,Rt .  Hn.  HerbertJohn 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood*.  Hamar  (York) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,Rt.  Hn.L.(Ro8sendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (SuHolk) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8liire,N.E. 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  Hon.  Geofirey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Jones,  WiJliain(Camarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
LaidUw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Le\^is,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnaraara,  ))r.  Thomas  J. 
M*('allvm,  John  M. 


Soiwnes,  Arthur  Welleale J 
M'Kenua,  Rt.  Hou.  Reginald  ^.J.^S|j^^^r^§g[e 


M'Laren,  &.  D.  (StaCord,W.) 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northftuti) 
Marks,  G-Croydon(LauDcest(n) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventiy) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Mond,  A. 

Montagu*  Hon.  E.  8. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
MorreU,  PhiUp 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Williaa 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Bea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scaiboro' 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Rob6on,Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roch,  Walter  F.  (Pembroke) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Rt  H<m.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford! 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clerelud) 
Scott,A.H.(AshtoiwuiMler-LyBe 
Seely,  Colcnel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Snpwden,  P. 


2dl3 


Adjournment 


Stanley,  Albert(Stafl8,N.W.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  £dward 
Straus^  E-  A.  (Abingdon) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radclifie) 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinflon,  James 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
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Wadsworth,  J. 

Wardle,  GJeorge  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,  RtHn.E.(Clackmftnnan 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Wedgwood,  JoPiah  C. 

White,  J.  J>  (Dumbartonshire) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Wilkie,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 


William**,  LlewBlyn(Carm'rth'n 
Wilson,  P.  W.(St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhonghton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kimion      0 

Tbllsrs  fob  thx  Ayss — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,RtHn.A.J.(OityLond.) 
Beach,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
By\en,  William  Pollard 
Carlile.  E.  Hildred 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylcbone,E.) 
Collings.Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birmmgh*m 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Enmonde,  Sir  Thomas  . 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Hardie,  J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  5,  line  41,  tbfter  the  word  '  teach- 
ing *  to  insert  the  word  '  or  *  and  leave  out  the 
words  *  or  religions  worship.*  " 

Agreed  to. 

An  Amendment  made  to  the  Bill  in 
lieu  of  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  5,  line  39,  which  was  disagreed 
to,  by  inserting  in  page  5,  line  41,  at  the  end 
thereof,  the  words  'and  no  professor  of  or 
lecturer  in  theology  or  divinity  shall  be 
eligible  for  membersnip  of  the  General  Board 
of  Studies  or  of  tLny  faculty  other  than  the 
faculty  of  theology.'  "—(Mr.  Birrell), 

Remaining  Lords  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

Committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
reasons  to  be  assigned  to  the  Lords  for 
disagreeing  to  one  of  the  Amendments 
made  by  t£e  Lords  to  the  Bill 

Committee  nominated  of,  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Birrell,  Mr. 
Bright,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel 

Three  to  be  the  quorum. 

To  withdraw  immediately.  —  {Mr, 
Birrell.) 

TELEGRAPH  (CONSTRUCTION)  BILL. 
Liords    Amendments    considered,   and 
agreed  to. 


NOES 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hope,Jame8  Fit:falan(Sheffield) 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Lardner,  James  Ca^nffeRnshe 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Waltep(I)ublin,S) 
MacNeill,  John   Qordon  Swift 
Macpherson*  J.  T. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mooney,  J.  J. 
Nolan,  Joseph 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildaro,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo.  N.) 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Gravesend) 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Seddon,  J. 

Stanley,  Hon.Arthur(Ormsklrk 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StafTsh. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Petcy  M. 
Valontia»  Viscount 
Walsh,  Stephen 

Tkllbrs  for  TkB  Nobs — Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien  and  Mr. 
Haviland -Burke . 


BEE  PEST  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments    considered, 
agreed  to. 


and 


WHALE  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  BILL 
Lords  Amendment  to  omit  subsection 
(1)  of  Clause  5  considered. 

Mr.  mooney  (Newry)  objected  to 
the  omission  of  the  subsection  which  he 
contended  did  not  interfere  with  the 
general  scope  of  the  Bill,  and  he  did  not 
know  why  it  should  be  left  out. 

The  ATTORNEY  -  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) said  that  this  subsection  had 
originally  been  inserted  with  the  object 
of  exempting  bottle-nosed  whales  from 
thd  provisions  of  this  measure.  It  had, 
however,  been  pointed  out  that  the  bottle- 
nosed  whale  was  a  Royal  fish,  and  that 
the  insertion  of  the  subsection  would 
interfere  with  the  Royal  prerogative  in 
a  substantial  degree.  For  that  reason 
the  subsection  had  been  omitted.  He 
could  not  tell  what  distinguished  bottle- 
nosed  whales  from  any  other  kind- 
Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 


ADJOURNMENT  (AUTUMN  SITTING 

Mr.  ASQUITH,  in  moving  "  That  this 
House, at  its  rising toroorrowAdo^adjoum 
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until  Monday,  the  12th  October  next; 
that  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
Government  business  have  precedence  at 
every  sitting ;  that  at  the  conclusion  of 
(Government  business  on  each  day  Mr. 
Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  without 
Question  put;  and  that  on  Fridays  the 
House,  unless  it  otherwise  resolves,  shall 
at  its  risine  stand  adjourned  until  the 
following  Monday,"  said  that  this  Motion 
completed  the  sessional  arrangements 
foreshadowed  about  a  fortnight  ago. 
The  substance  of  the  Motion  was  that 
the  House  at  its  rising  to-morrow  should 
adjourn  till  12th  October,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  should  give 
precedence  to  Government  business.  This 
was  directly  in  accordance  with  pre- 
cedents which  had  been  followed  for 
many  years  in  respect  to  autumn  sessions, 
and  any  other  arrangement  would  in- 
volve an  intolerable  strain  on  the  time 
and  attention  of  hon.  Members.  The 
opily  innovation  was  the  last  clause  which 
provided  thi^t  on  Fridays  the  House 
should  stand  adjourned  until  the  following 
Monday.  That  was  a  convenient  arrange- 
ment, because  if  it  was  not  put  in  the 
Resolution  the  Speaker  might  be  com- 
pelled to  take  the  adjournment  until 
Saturday.  It  was,  however,  only  a 
very  formal  matter.  On  12th  and  13th 
October  they  would  take  the  Children 
Bill,  the  Prevention  of  Crimes  Bill,  and 
other  smliU  Home  Office  Bills  if  time  per- 
mitted. On  Wednesday,  October  14th 
they  would  take  the  next  of  the  allotted 
days  for  the  Licensing  Bill  and  dispose 
of  Clause  2,  and  on  15th ;  nd  16th  October 
they  would  proceed  with  Clause  3. 


'  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  asked  whether 
it  was  proposed  to  proceed  with  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  de  die  in 
diem. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Not  necessarily 
He  would  not  like  to  commit  himself 
on  the  point,  but  he  thought  that  sub- 
stantially they  would  proceed  without 
interruption.  There  might  be  an  interval 
of  a  day  here  and  there.  On  the  fi i-st 
day  of  the  sitting  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  would  move  his  instruc- 
tion on  the  London  Electric  Power  Bills, 
and  if  it  was  not  disposed  of  at  that 
sitting  they  would  ask  the  House  to  take 

Mr,  Asquiih, 
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it  after  Eleven  o'clock  on  one  of  the 
allotted  days.     He  begged  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  House  at  its  rising  to-morrow 
do  adjourn  until  Monday,  12th  October, 
next ;  that  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session  Government  business  have  pre- 
cedence at  every  sitting ;  that  at  th-? 
conclusion  of  Government  business  on 
each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  th* 
House  without  Question  put ;  and  that 
on  Fridays  the  House,  unless  it  other- 
wise resolves,  shall  at  its  rising  stand 
adjourned  imtil  the  following  Monday.  * 
— {Mr,  Aaquith.) 

♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  Prime 
Minister  had  suggested  that  this  Motion 
was  in  accordance  with  precedents  for 
many  years.  There  were  two  precedents 
but  they  were  not  the  same.  This 
Motion  had  the  effect  of  overriding  the 
4th  Standing  Order  under  which  the 
House  carried  on  its  business.  When 
that  Standing  Order  was  first  moved 
it  stood  in  a  form  in  which  it  was  open 
to  the  same  objection  that  this  Motion 
was  open  to,  and  the  argument  was  so 
strong  on  that  occasion  that  the 
Government  gave  way.  That  was  in 
April,  1902,  and  it  was  pointed  out 
that  an  autumn  session  had  lasted  on 
one  occasion,  well  remembered  by  many 
hon.  Members,  until  nearly  the  middle 
of  March,  and  the  following  session 
began  a  few  days  after.  There  was 
almost  no  recess  at  all.  It  was  obvious 
that  it  would  have  been  absurd  to 
suspend  the  rights  of  private  members, 
to  give  no  opportunity  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  public  affairs,  and  to  confine 
themselves  to  Government  business  for 
so  long  a  period.  That  argument  was 
pressed  with  very  much  force,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  offered 
a  large  concession  to  meet  that  particular 
case  by  promising  to  insert  **  until 
December,"  but  the  House  was  not 
content  with  that  Amendment,  and 
insisted  on  putting  in  **  until  lIGchaelmas," 
and  those  words  now  stood  in  the  Resolu- 
tion. No  one  would  desire  to  revive, 
in  an  autumn  sitting  of  the  House,  the 
whole  rights  of  private  Membe:-s  as 
enjoyed  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  session, 
but  there  should  be  some  opportunity 
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for  discussing  public  affairs.    The  autumn 
sitting  should  not  be  absolutely  confined 
to   GoYemment    business,    but    should 
include  debates  on  matters  that  seemed 
to   be    of    first-class    importance.     He 
would    not    extend    his     remarks     by 
pointing  out  what   the  subjects  were ; 
they    had    been     mentioned     in     the 
course    of    the     debates     during     the 
past  two   or  three   days.    There   were 
matters  pending  which  might  call  for 
the  sudden  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  was  not  sufficient  to 
rely  on  the  ordinary  practice  of  giving 
the  regular  Opposition  a  day  for  debating 
a  Vote  of  Censure.    These  were  matters 
on  which  the  House  of  Commons  should 
be  free  to  express  an  opinion  apart  from 
the  action  of  the  Opposition  expressed 
in  a  formal  Vote  of  Censure.     It  seemed 
to  him  the  case  was  so  strong  that  some 
attempt    ought    to    be    made    by  the 
Government  to  meet  it.     At  all  events 
they  should  now,  on  this  the  last  day 
but  one  of  the  present  part  of  the  session, 
decide   it   for  themselves.     This   power 
ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  (Jovemment 
until  October  came.    Why  should  they 
tie  their  hands   now  as  to  what   they 
should    do    when    they   met    again    in 
October  ?     Li  1902  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  gave  notice  in  August  of 
the  Motion  which  he  intended  to  move 
in  October,  if  the  circumstances  remained 
the    same.     They    were    separating    at 
an  earlier  date  this  year   than  w  s  the 
case  on  the  two  former  occasions.     In 
1902,  when  the  House  met  in  October, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who 
was   then  Leader  of  the  House,   made 
a  Motion  somewhat  similar  to  that  which 
they  were  now  discussing,  though  not 
so  drastic,  and  it  was  accompanied  by  a 
pledge   that  the  House  would  not  sit 
past  Christmas,  and  he  named  a  date 
in  December  when  probably  the  House 
pvould  rise.    Though  in  1902  the  House  did 
lot  meet  till  16th  October — ^rathei:  later 
ihan  the  date  at  which  it  was  proposed 
>hey  should  meet  this  year — ^they  had 
:ull   opportunity  when  the  right  hon. 
jrentlenxan  brought  forward  his  Motion 
)f  properly  debating  the  question  whether 
til    the   time   should  be   given   to  the 
Government.   The  only  precedent  for  the 
lotion  now   before  the  House  was  one 
rhich  was  set  in  the  present  Parliament 
y  the  late  Prime  Minister  in  1906  on 


the  last  day  of  the  sitting  in  August. 
Most  of  the  Members  of  the  House  had 
gone  away  without  knowing  the  terms 
of  the  Motion  which  was  to  be  submitted. 
On  that  occasion  Sir  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannerman  gave  a  private  assurance 
that  the  House  would  not  sit  past 
Christmas.  He  (Sir  C.  Dilke)  moved 
to  leave  out  all  the  words  after 
"  12th  October  next."  That  would  en- 
able the  House  when  it  met  in  October 
to  raise  the  whole  question  in  exactly 
the  same  way. 

Mr.  BOWLES  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  next/  to  the 
end  of  the  Question."— (-Sir  Charlee  Dilke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Qusstion." 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  the  sole  queition 
was  whether  this  Resolution  should  be  put 
as  a  whole  or  whether  it  should  be  put  in 
two  instalments.  Personally,  he  did  not 
see  why  the  House  should  not  decide  at 
once  both  matters  raised  by  the  Reiolu- 
tion.  He  did  not  believe  that  anybody 
would  suggest — he  gathered  his  right  hon. 
friend  did  not  suggest — that  they  should 
keep  alive  the  whole  of  the  rights  of 
private  Members  during  the  autumn 
session,  but  as  regarded  the  opportunities 
given  to  private  Members  to  raise  matters 
of  importance,  he  would  point  out  that 
the  Resolution  scrupulously  preserved 
the  right  of  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  on  a  definite  matter  of  urgent 
public  importance  on  all  other  than 
allotted  days.  He  would  be  prepared  to 
insert  in  the  Resolution  words  limiting 
the  length  of  the  autumn  session,  say,  to  a 
date  before  Christmas,  but  he  could  not 
accept  his  right  hon.  friend's  Amendment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  thought  this 
suggestion  would  meet  some  part  of  the 
complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site. He  had  two  objections  to  the 
course  the  Government  had  pursued. 
The  first  was  that  he  thought  it  very 
unfortunate  that  they  should  propose 
a  Resolution  of  this  kind  without  any 
notice.    That  was  quite  new  and  quite 
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unnecessary.  The  Government  had  long 
known  that  they  were  going  to  have  an 
autumn  session,  and  that  they  were  going 
to  meet  in  October,  and  it  was  rather  a 
violation  of  the  practice  of  the  House 
that  they  should  only  know  what  was 
going  to  be  done  in  a  matter  of  this 
importance  to  the  general  conduct  of 
business  on  the  very  morning  when  the 
question  had  to  be  decided.  It  was  too 
late  to  put  that  matter  right  now,  but  he 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  Grovemment 
Whips,  or  whoever  was  responsible, 
would  see  that  there  were  no  more  of 
these  unnecessary  breaches  of  precedent. 
The  other  objection  related  to  the  liberty 
of  the  House  to  deal  with  other  than 
Government  business  during  the  autumn 
session.  As  he  pointed  out  yesterday, 
this  was  the  very  first  time  in  Parlia- 
mentary hbtory  that  Parliament  was 
asked  to  meet  in  the  middle  of  October 
without  any  liberty  at  all  to  discuss 
matters  of  public  importance.  He  did 
not  deny  that  on  the  first  and  second 
nights  of  the  session,  when  the  Children 
Bill  and  some  other  non-controversial 
Bills  were  on  the  Order  Paper,  it  would  be 
possible  for  any  Member  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House.  But  when 
those  were  over,  they  were  going  to  have 
a  great  block  of  public  business. 
Twenty-three  days  were  to  be  entirely 
concerned  with  one  BiU,  and  whenever 
that  Bill  was  put  down,  then  the 
whole  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
House  as  regarded  the  discussion  of 
matters  other  than  Government  business 
were  absolutely  suspended.  The  House 
had  never  made  any  conditions  of 
that  kind.  It  was  quite  abnormal, 
quite  improper.  And  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  going  to  end  there.  He 
was  confident,  Imowing  the  ways  of  the 
Government,  that  they  would  try  to  pass 
more  Bills,  and  would  move  another 
Closure  Resolution,  and  the  whole  of  the 
rights  of  the  House  in  respect  of  business 
other  than  (Jovemment  business  would  be 
taken  away.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  even  now  consider  whether  they 
could  not  give  some  relaxation  to  the 
rigidity  of  this  rule. 

'    Sir   FRANCIS   CHANNING  (North- 
amptonshire, E.)  said  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  a  question  in  regard 
Mr,  A.  J.  Biifour. 


to  some  Orders  still  on  the  Paper.  The 
Government  had  taken  away  a  good 
deal  of  the  time  of  private  Members, 
but  they  had  atoned  for  so  doing  in  the 
last  few  weeks  by  giving  facilities  for 
certain  non-contentious  Bills  being  passed 
through  all  their  stages  with  the  general 
consent  of  the  House.  He  thought  the 
same  procedure  should  be  maintained 
in  the  autumn  sitting.  He  had  had  the 
honour  of  presiding  over  a  Committee 
which  had  dealt  with  a  number  of 
Bilb  which,  he  believed,  all  sections 
of  the  House  would  be  willing  to 
have  passed  into  law.  There  were 
five  or  six  practically  non-contentious 
Bills  on  the  Order  Book,  and  it  seemed 
to  him  that  it  would  be  a  great  scandal 
if,  after  hon.  Members  had  taken  the 
trouble  of  balloting  on  these  Bills,  and 
after  the  Bills  had  passed  through  the 
Standing  Committee  and  through  the 
Report  stage  in  the  House,  they  were 
not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  in  the  same  way 
as  several  Bills  which  had  been  passed 
during  the  last  fortnight.  He  would 
point  out  that  if  these  derelicts  were  left 
on  the  se^  of  legislation  they  would 
remain  blocking  the  way,  and  occupying 
time  which  might  otherwise  be  given  to 
other  usefxd  measures  introduced  by 
private  Members,  or  occupying  time 
which  might  be  given  to  Government 
business.  He  thought  it  would  be  good 
tactics  to  pass  these  Bills. 


Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONAIJ)  (Lei- 
cester) joined  in  the  appeal  to  the  Prime 
Minister  to  consider  whether  he  could 
not,  consistently  with  the  well-known 
objects  of  the  Government,  give  private 
Members  a  little  more  liberty  in  the 
autumn  session.  The  Motion  said : 
"  That  at  the  conclubion  of  Government 
business  on  each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do 
adjourn  the  House  without  Question 
put."  That  practically  deleted  from 
the  Order  Paper  all  private  Members' 
Bills.  He  thought  they  were  all  agreed 
that  it  was  not  only  desirable  but  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  some  words 
should  be  devised  to  preserve  to  privstt 
Members  the  right  of  raising  any  pressing 
question  on  the  Motion  for  the  aidjoum- 
ment  of  the  House.  If  the  right  him. 
Gentleman  could  accept  that  suggeetioiu 
he  would  go  far  to  meet  ti^.objectiaQ 
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to  the  Motion  in  its  present  fonn.  There 
were  questions  which  were  not  of  suffi- 
cient public  importance  to  justify  Mr. 
Speaker  in  granting  leave  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  but  which 
might  very  properly  be  raised  on  the 
Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  at  the  close  of  business. 

Lord  E.  CECIL  suggested  that 
the  last  clause  of  the  Motion,  "and 
that  on  Fridays  the  House,  unless  it 
otherwise  resolves,  shall  at  its  rising 
stand  adjourned  until  the  following 
Monday^"  should  be  omitted.  That 
would  give  an  opportunity  once  a  week  of 
raising  questions  of  the  kind  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  had  referred. 
On  a  former  occasion  the  Prime  Minister 
was  asked  whether  private  Members  were 
to  have  any  rights  in  the  autumn  session, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  replied  that 
that  would  be  a  matter  to  be  decided  in 
the  autumn  session.  They  might  have 
misunderstood  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said,  but  if  that  was  so,  rt  emphasised 
all  the  more  the  necessity  of  having  this 
Motion  in  a  form  which  would  enable  them 
to  raise  these  matters  in  the  autumn 
session. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  sup- 
ported the  appeal  to  the  Prime  Minister 
to  consider  during  the  recess'  whether 
the  latter  part  of  the  Motion  should 
not  be  amended  so  as  to  preserve 
some  of  the  rights  of  private  Members. 
So  far  as  the  Irish  Party  were  con- 
cerned, they  had  always  contended  for 
the  rights  of  private  Members.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  whole  tendency' 
nowadays  was  for  Parliament  to  become 
more  and  more  merely  a  record  of  the 
wishes  of  the  Executive  Government 
for  the  time  being.  He  found  himself 
for  once  in  his  life  in  hearty  accord  with 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  was 
glad  to  find  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at 
last  standing  up  for  the  rights  of  private 
Members.  It  was  not  often  that  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
front  benches  were  found  showing 
anxiety  and  tenderness  for  those  rights. 
The  two  front  benches  always  made 
common  cause  in  that  matter,  because  ex- 
leaders  who  were  in  opposition  thought 
that  some  day  they  would  be  back  on  the 
Treasury    bench.     What    he    quarrelled 


particularly    about    with    the    Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  that  he  was  the 
means  of  destroying  one  of  the  most 
valuable   rights   private   Members   ever 
possessed,   namely,  the    right  to  inter- 
rupt   public    business    at    any     time. 
The     right    hon.     Gentleman     practic- 
ally   abolished    that    right.     He    gave 
instead  the  right  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  at  nine  o'clock  at  night 
when  few  Members  were  present,  and  when 
speeches  on  most  important   questions 
might  be  addressed  to  empty  benches. 
A  division  might  be  taken  when  hon. 
Gentlemen  found  it  convenient  to  return 
from  a  dinner    party,    and  then   they 
went     into       the      lobbies       without 
having  heard  a  word    of    the  debate. 
He    hoped     that      a     protest    would 
be  made  against  this  deprivation  of  the 
rights    of   private   Members,   and   that 
some   measures   would    be     taken     for 
the  restoration  to  them  of  that  most 
valuable  privilege.     As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber     for      East       Northampton      had 
said,     several     important  •  Bills     had 
passed  through  Grand  Committee,  and 
now  awaited  the  Report  stage,  and  some 
only  the    Third   Reading ;    but   ur.der 
this  Motion  as  proposed  by  the  Prime 
Minister    all    chance   of   passir.g   them 
would    be    absolutely    destroyed.     His 
hon.  friend  behind  him  had  introduced  an 
important  Bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  Co- 
ercion Act  in  Ireland.    It  passed  through 
Grand  Committee  upstairs  without  any 
opposition  in  something  like  two  minutes 
and  a  half.    The  Bill  met  with  general 
acceptance  in  the  House,  but  under  the 
Prime   Minister's   Motion   it   would  be 
massacred  in  the  autumn  session.    Among 
other  Bills  was  one  which  would  specially 
appeal  to  the  Prime  Minister,  viz.,  the  Bill 
to  give  votes  to  women.    The  Second 
Reading  of  that  Bill  had  been  passed  at 
an  early  period  of  the  session,  but  it  had 
been  hung  up  waiting  for  an  opportune 
time  for  its  further  progress.    The  strong 
and    deep    interest    which    the    Prime 
Minister  and  his  colleagues  had  taken  in 
this  measure   should    make    them  the 
last  men  in  the  world  to  deny  the  House 
the     right    of    deciding     the    question, 
in  the  autumn  session.    On  the  general 
question  he  appealed  to  private  Members 
to  shake  themselves  free  of  the  malign 
influence  of  th    front  benches  and  to 
tecord  their  votes  in    favour^of  ^thg 
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the  Government  when  they  asked  it  ad 
the  regular  Opposition  had. 


♦Me.  JOWETT  (Bradford,  W.)  said  he 
interpreted  the  friendly  nod  of  the  Prime 
Minister  in  answer  to  the  appeal  of  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Leicester, 
to  mean  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  prepared  to  make  a  concession 
in  the  Resolution  under  consideration. 
He  had  no  wish  in  any  way  to  add  to 
what  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  had 
said  in  support  of  the  contention  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition ;  but  he  would 
make  this  further  appeal  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given  a  promise  to  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  in  the  event  of  the 
responsible  Leaders  of  the  Opposition 
wishing  to  move  a  vote  of  censure  on  the 
Government,  he  would  provide  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  such  a 
Motion.  The  unfortunate  circumstances 
under  which  they,  in  that  part  of  the 
House,  were  placed  was  that  some  of  the 
subjects  they  thought  most  important 
and  most  fitting  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  Vote  of  Censure  on  the  Grovernment, 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  not 
concerned  with,  because  he  did  not 
share  their  views,  or  wish  to  support  a 
Vote  of  Censure  which  they  might  move. 
For  example,  they  might  take  the  subject 
of  the  unemployed.  On  those  benches 
there  was  an  overwhelming  desire  to  dis- 
cuss the  issue  of  unemployment,  but  they 
had  no  reasonable  opportunity  for  doing 
so.  The  other  evening  discussion  dodged 
round  motor  cars,  tuberculosis,  un- 
employed, and  a  great  number  of  other 
subjects;  but  there  was  no  possibility 
of  getting  a  direct  vote  on  ifnemploy- 
ment.  He  maintained  that  the  Labour 
Party  had  aright  to  put  that  issue  before 
the  House  and  the  country  from  their 
own  point  of  view.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  did  not  feel  at  one  with  them 
on  that  matter ;  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  a  perfect  right  to  hb  opinion, 
but  the  Labour  Party  claimed  the  right 
to  have  their  opinion  also.  What  he 
had  just  said,  he  was  convinced,  had  the 
full  support  of  a  large  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion 01  the  country,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  Prime  Minister  in  the  full  knowledge 
of  that  to  give  their  Party  the  same 
privilege  of  moving  a  vote  of  censure  on 

Mr.  J.  MacFeagK 


Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  appealed  to 
the  Prime  Minister  for  some  consideration 
being  given  to  the  Local  Authorities  (Edu- 
cation) Bill  which  would  provide  for  the 
teaching  of  agriculture  in  schools.  That 
Bill  passed  unanimously  its  Second  Read- 
ing some  time  ago ;  it  was  non-contentious; 
and  he  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  allow  it  to  be  starred.  There  was 
another  Bill  which  he  thought  had  been 
hardly  treated.  He  meant  the  Small 
Holdings  Amendment  Bill,  which  he 
held  should  be  starred  so  as  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  autumn  session. 

♦Mb.  ASQUITH^id  he  was  anxious 
to  make  this  Resolution  as  practically 
consistent  with  the  general  convenience 
of  the  House  as  was  possible  to  carry 
out  its  main  object.  The  terms  of  the 
Resolution  followed  verbatim  a  similar 
Motion  proposed  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  The  points 
raised  divided  themselves  into  two  groups. 
First,  in  reference  to  private  Members' 
Bills,  he  thought  the  Government  had 
shown  every  consideration  to  those 
which  had  secured  anything  like  general 
assent,  and  he  was  prepared  to  do  the 
same  with  other  Bills  standing  on  a 
similar  footing — that  was  to  say,  if  they 
had  a  general  measure  of  acceptance 
and  the  same  absence  of  serious  con- 
troversy. He  was  afraid  that  could 
not  be  said  of  the  Bill  mentioned  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bordesley,  nor  could  he  include  the 
repeal  of  the  Crimes  Act  for  Lreland 
in  the  description ;  he  would  be  glad 
if  it  could  receive  universal  assent ;  but 
it  certainly  could  not  be  said  to  be  non- 
controversial.  As  regarded  Bills  that 
did  fall  within  that  category,  the  Govern- 
ment would  extend  similar  facilities  to 
those  they  had  extended  to  others  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  session.  As  to 
the  point  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  right  to  raise  important  matters  oa 
a  Motion  for  adjournment,  he  would 
be  prepared  without  changing  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  Resolution,  to  uiidertake 
that,  when  it  was  represented  to  the 
Government  that  there  was,  on  the 
part  of  any  body  of  Members,  a 
serious  demand,  of  the  kind  with  sub- 
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stantial  support,  the  adjournment  should 
be  moved  before  the  remaining  Govern- 
ment Orders  were  reached  at  half-past 
Eleven,  so  that  the  time  might  be  occupied 
with  the  discussion  of  that  Motion. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said  that 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned  that  would 
meet  his  point. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  it  might 
stand  as  a  promise. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  begged 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  a.  E.  W.  MASON  (Coventry)  said 
he  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
and  of  the  House  generally,  to  a 
Paper  which  had  perhaps  been  overlooked 
in  their  discussions,  but  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  which  there  could  be  no 
doubt  whatever.  He  referred  to  the 
report  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
Deputy-Minister  of  Labour  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  on  his 
mission  to  this  country  in  connection  with 
Asiatic  labour.  He  need  not  refer  in 
particular  to  the  details  of  the  mission. 
Mr.  Mackenzie  King  came  over  here  in 
March,  on  the  initiative  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier,  to  consult  with  the  British 
authorities  on  the  great  and  important 
subject  of  Asiatic  immigration ;  and 
owir  g  to  the  co-operation  between  the 
India  Ofl&ce  and  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
the  Colony  represented  by  Mr.  Mackenzie 
Kir.g,  a  settlement  was  arrived  at.  That 
Report  was  of  great  value,  if  only  for  the 
extreme  cordiality  of  its  tone  and  frank 
recognition  by  Canada  of  obligations 
of  citizenship  within  the  Empire.  But 
the  Report  was  still  more  valuable,  not 
only  as  a  settlement  of  a  particular  inci- 
dent, but  as  a  statement  of  a  great  pro- 
blem which  would  have  to  be  faced  in  the 
years  to  come,  and  which,  if  not  treated 
with  the  greatest  discretion  and  sagacity, 
would  undoubtedly  become  a  very  great 
and  constant  danger  and  even  a  menace 
to  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  at 
large.  In  this  Paper  he  was  inclined 
to  believe  the  principle  and  policy 
of  Asiatic  immigration  was  laid 
down  for  the  first  time,  and  was  capable 


of  a  much  wider  application  than  i  i  the 
particular  instance  of  Canada.  The  h'>n. 
Members  for  Leeds  and  York  rather 
swept  the  problem  out  of  the  way  by  stat- 
ing that  we  must  take  it  as  a  sure  thing 
that  the  Colonies  would  not  accept 
Asiatic  immigration.  That  was  only 
stating  half  of  the  problem  ;  in  this  Paper 
they  found  the  whole  problem  stated  by 
Mr.  Mackenzie  King  as  follows — 

"  The  variegated  character  of  the  British 
Empire  is  in  no  pan  icular,  perhaps,  more  fully 
exempli6ed  than  in  the  circumstance  that 
within  its  conhoes  are  to  be  found  all  the 
features  which  the  problem  of  Oriental  immi- 
gration  presents/' 

Thus,  they  had  two  sides  to  the 
question ;  they  had  the  Colonial 
side  and  the  Asiatic  side,  and 
he  believed  that  the  ^Paper  to 
which  he  had  referred  would  be  often 
quoted  in  the  House  as  the  beginning 
of  a  settlement  of  the  problem.  They 
were*  quite  clear  on  one  side  of  the  pro- 
blem. The  Colonies  had  the  right, 
universally  recognised  nowadays,  to 
restrict  Asiatic  immigration  according 
to  their  own  wishes  and  desires.  The 
Colonial  restriction  was  the  result  of 
their  economic  policy;  the  entry  of 
Asiatics  into  their  t3rritory  was 
liable  to  lower  the  standard  of  living; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a 
growing  disinclination  in  this  coimtry 
to  interfere  at  all  with  internal  Colonial 
Government.  But  we  had  to  consider 
not  merely  the  question  of  the  Colonies 
restricting  Asiatic  immigration,  but 
also  the  problem  of  Asiatics  try- 
ing to  find  their  way  into  those 
countries  and  being  treated  under  cir- 
cumstances which  involved  suffering, 
and,  as  they  conceived,  humiliation 
and  degradation  on  their  part.  He 
would  like  to  urge  particularly  in 
dealing  with  this  question  of  Asiatic 
immigration  that  our  policy  in  England 
should  be  to  teach  the  native  Indians 
that  they  had  a  right  arising  from 
British  citizenship.  It  was  essential 
that  the  native  Indian  should  be  aware 
that  the  Imperial  policy  in  so  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  was  a  policy  of  great 
solicitude  for  his  welfare,  and  that  that 
should  be  brought  home  to  him  by  his 
contact  with  the  Indian  Administration. 
That  was  a  question  to  which  the  most 
serious  thought  and  consideration  must 
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be  given.     The  problem  was  bound  to 
grow,     as    the     d».sire     of     emigration 
on   the   part  of  Asiatics,   especially  in 
India,  was  bound  to  grow.     Take  the 
over-crowded '  frontier    towns    on    the 
North- West  of  India.    Within  the  year 
1906,    48,000    Afghans    migrated    into 
the  frontier  districts,  which  were  already 
over-populated.     When  he  was  out  there 
not  long  ago  on  a  frontier  trip,  he  found 
that  not  a  man  was  at  home ;    all  had 
gone  to  Bombay  seeking  work  in  the 
mills,   or   serving   on   board   ship,   and 
sending  their  earnings  home.     That  was 
certain  to  be  more  and  more  the  case 
as  long  as  the  British  power  remained 
in  India ;    and  he  was  one  of  those  who 
believed  that  the  British  power  in  India 
was  the  one  safeguard  against  rebellion 
and  war.    What  was  true  of  the  North- 
West   frontier   was   also   true   of   other 
parts  of  India  where  the  desire  to  spread 
abroad  was  getting  greater  and  greater. 
We   could   not   shut   oi;r   eyes   to.  this 
problem.     We    could    not   say  to     the 
Colonists  that  we  had  solved  the  whole 
problem ;  ^but  he  believed  that  in    this 
Paper   by   Mr.    Mackenzie    King   there 
was  the  germ — ^much  more,  the  principle — 
of  a  definite  policy  which  was  capable 
of  great  extension,   and  which,   if  ex- 
tended, might  save  us  from  great  danger. 
Here  was  to  be  foimd  an  arrangement 
arrived    at   by   means    of   co-operation 
between    the    India    Office,    the    Colo- 
nial Office,  and  the  Indian  Grovemment. 
There  were   men   in   India  who   were 
deluded  as  to  the  prosperity  that  awaited 
them  if  they  emigrated,  and  the  whole 
a€air  had  been   settled   with   the   co- 
operation of  the  British  and  Canadian 
Governments.    But  if  that  co-operation 
had  taken  place  before  the  emigration 
had  begun, the  whole  trouble,  and  a  rather 
dangerous    subject,  would    have    been 
avoided.    He  thought  they  should  get 
some  oo-operation  between  the  Qovem- 
ment  and  the  India  Office,  in  which  case 
a  great  step  would  be  taken  towards  the 
solution  of  this  very  difficult  question.  He 
believed  that  in  the  new  machinery  which 
had  been  set  up  by  the  Government  they 
had  a  means  by  which  this  co-operation 
oould  be  obtained.    What  was  required 
was  some  sort  of  Imperial  Intelligence 
Department.    What  was  called  the  Con- 
ference Secretariat  might  be  used  and  ex- 
tended for  this  purpose.  He  believed  that 
Mr.  A.  E.  W.  Mason 


if  that  office  could  bd  enlarged  so  that 
it  should  form  a  sort  of   clearing  house 
for  information,  an  intelligence  depart- 
ment through  which  information  might 
be  disseminated  throughout  the  Empire, 
the  dangers  which  had  arisen  in  the  past 
and  which  awaited  us  in  the    future, 
unless  this  matter  was  grappled  with, 
would  be  avoided.    We  had,  as  he  had 
said,  the  machinery,  and  he  urged  the 
Under-Secretary  to  take  into  his    con- 
sideration the  necessity  of  insuring  ihsL% 
in  a  short  time  all  the  necessary  infor- 
mation should  be  sent  to  the  Crovem- 
ments  concerned,  so  that  these  troubled 
might  be  put  an  end  to.     He  thought 
this  was  a  most  important  question,  and 
well  worthy  of  a  few  moments'  attenticm 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.     In  the 
Conference   Department   they  had    the 
opportunity  and  would  be  able  to  tell 
whether  in  any  part  there  was  or  was  not 
any    opportunity    for    Asiatic     labour. 
There  was  also  another  consideration, 
and  that  was  the  terms  on  which  Asiatic 
labour  should  go  to  any  Colony.     If  the 
Department  could    arrange  those  terms, 
they  would  arrive  at  a  certain  harmony 
between  the  various  British  Dependencies 
and  others  parts  of  the  Empire  which 
did  not   exist    at  present,  but    which 
certainly  must  be  insured  if  this  vast 
Empire  of  ours  was  to  be  kept  flonrishing. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby)  said  he 
was  sure  no  Member  of  the  House  would 
quarrel  with  his  hon.  friend  for  having 
brought  this  matter  forward,  and  that 
the  House  would  not  wish  a  matter 
of  such  overwhelming  importance  to 
be  left  where  it  was  without  some  state- 
ment from  the  Government;  for  it 
was  true  that  the  whole  future  of  the 
Empire  depended  on  the  steps  now 
taken,  and  that  it  was  quite  easy  to 
shatter  the  Empire  by  taking  a  &]se 
step.  The  matter  was  brought  to  a 
stage  of  acute  difficulty  only  a  few  mont^ 
ago,  and,  in  consequence,  they  had  this 
Report,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  referred.  He  wished  to  say  at 
once  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
that  they  appreciated  most  warmlj 
the  manner  in  which  the  Canadiaa 
Government  had  met  them  in  this  most 
difficult  niatter.    They  also  appreciated 
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waimty  the  maimer  in  whidi  Mr. 
Mackenzie  King  had  conducted  the 
negotiations  ;  for  he  had  shown  that, 
however  difGicuIt  a  matter  might  be, 
when  a  man  of  attainments,  sincerelj 
desirous  of  preserving  the  unity  of  the 
Empire,  was  concerned  in  its  discussion, 
a  common  agreement  for  the  common 
good  might  result.  That  was  the  justifi- 
cation for  the  hon.  Member's  bringing 
this  matter  forward.  Although  Mr. 
Mackenzie  King's  Report  showed  that 
he  himself  realised  that  the  diplomatic 
considerations  involved  were  so  delicate 
that  one  must  speak  with  restraint, 
it  was,  nevertheless,  important  that 
there  should  be  the  fullest  discussion 
on  the  matter  and  that  it  should  be 
looked  fairly  in  the  face,  and  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister  shared 
that  view.  The  difficulties  arose  in 
consequence  of  the  immigration  into 
Canada,  not  only  of  Indians,  but  other 
Asiatics,  and  especially  Japanese  and 
Chinese.  He  would  not  dwell  on  the 
Japanese  immigration,  because  the 
Japanese  (Government  had  agreed  to 
restrict  emigration  as  far  as  possible, 
and  had  ^own  the  most  friendly 
desire  to  co-operate  widi  the  Canadian 
Government  and  [our  own  [Govern- 
ment. But,  on  the  general  question, 
might  he  appeal  to  the  House  not 
to  adopt  any  superior  attitude  in  this 
matter— not  to  say,  as  people  were 
tempted  to  say,  "Surely  all  men  in 
the  Empire  are  equal,"  and  not  to  hold 
too  closely  to  the  principle  of  "  Civis 
jRomanus  Sum,'  and  say:  "Being  a 
citizen  of  the  Empire,  I  can  go  where 
I  please,"  and  that  any  attempt  to 
exclude  a  citizen  of  the  Empire  was 
tmjust  and  must  be  resented  by  the 
Imperial  Government.  It  was  easy  to 
Titter  those  very  proper  sentiments, 
because  we  had  no  corresponding  dangers 
menacing  us  in  this  country*  Not  only 
had  we  no  menace  of  the  kind,  but 
objections  were  raised  at  the  slightest 
symptom  of  Asiatic  immigration.  He 
had  heard  a  statement  from  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  that  he  was  proposing  to  take 
action  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  Chinese 
seamen  in  British  ships  in  the  coasting 
trade  of  this  country.  He  did  not  say 
we  ought  not  to  take  these  objections, 
but  ^^e.  said  we  ought,  wd  therefore  we 


ought  not  to  take  up  a  superior  attitude 
against  the  Colonies  who  found  them- 
selves confronted  with  a  far  more  urgent 
danger.  His  hon.  friend  was  quite  right. 
He  had  told  them  what  happened  on 
the  frontiers  of  India,  where  happily 
owing  to  British  rule  the  people  were 
turning  to  peaceful  pursuits  and  the 
population  was  increasing.  The  out- 
ward extension  of  Asiatics  was  not 
likely  to  diminish,  but  there  were  indi- 
cations in  the  Colonial  Office  and,  he 
understood,  also  in  the  India  Office, 
that  there  was  plenty  of  work  in  India 
for  able-bodied  men  to  do,  and  that 
the  tendency  towards  extension  was 
confined  t>nly  to  certain  areas.  Having 
given  that  word  of  caution  or  com- 
fort, whichever  hon.  Members  might 
think  it  to  be,  he  must  admit  that 
the  matter  was  of  urgent  importance. 
The  burden  of  the  cry  of  those  who  said 
that  we  must  take  a  stronger  attitude 
to  induce  our  Colonies  to  accept  the  im- 
migration of  any  of  our  fellow-subjects 
was  Civis  Romanus  sum,  A  citizen 
of  the  British  Empire,  it  was  said,  ought 
to  be  able  to  go  where  he  pleased.  Of 
course  a  difficulty  was  caused.  When  we 
had  some  great  function  here,  and  a  citizen 
of  the  Empire  from  India  shook  our 
statesmen  by  the  hand,  immediately 
afterwards  citizens  of  the  Empire  from 
Australia  and  Canada  went  through  the 
same  ceremony.  On  the  other  hand, 
Euclid's  statement  that  things  which  were 
equal  to  the  same  thing  are  equal 
to  one  another  was  not  always  capable 
of  application  to  political  matters,  and 
could  not  be  carried  to  its  logical  con- 
clusion, because  there  were  reasons,  racial 
and  economic,  which  made  people  of  a 
particular  race  determined  not  to  admit 
persons  of  another  race  or  another  and 
lower  stage  of  civilisation.  Notwith- 
standing the  temporary  abandonment  of 
the  doctrine  of  Civis  Romanus  sum,  there 
was  reason  why  they  need  not  regard  it  as 
a  complete  disaster.  He  would  remind 
the  House  of  a  better  Latin  saying: 
Homo  sum ;  humani  nihil  a  me  alienum 
jnUo.  In  English  he  would  say :  "  God 
made  all  men  in  his  own  image ;  and 
therefore  all  men  are  my  kilh  and  kin." 
That  was  a  wider  doctrine  than  the 
doctrine  that  in  matters  of  civil  liberty 
the  citizens  of  the  Empire  should^have  a 
privilege  over  the  citizens  of  the  world. 
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Even  that  wider  doctrine  could  not  be 
applied,  first  of  all  because  of  climate 
conditions.  Mr.  Mackenzie  King's 
Report  was  conclusive  on  that  point. 
He  said — 

**  It  was  clearly  recognised  in  regard  to 
emigration  from  India  to  (^uiada  that  the  native 
of  India  is  not  a  person  suited  to  this  country ; 
that,  accustomed  as  many  of  them  are  to  the 
conditions  of  a  tropical  climate,  and  possessing 
manners  and  customs  so  unlike  those  of  our  own 
people,  their  inability  to  adapt  themselves 
readily  to  surroundings  entirely  different  could 
not  but  entail  an  amount  of  privation  and 
suffering  which  renders  the  discontinuance 
of  such  emigration  most  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  tho  Indians  themselves." 

Ho  believed  that  to  be  absolutely  true. 
The    immigration     into     Canada    that 
t  ok  place  resulted  in  great  suffering  to 
the  Indian  immigrants.     They  were  not 
suited  to  the  places  they  settled  in,  and 
this   also   applied  to   those   who   went 
to  British  Columbia.    He  had  se^n  all 
the  papers,  confidential  and  other,  and 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  Indian 
immigration    into     Canada    had     been 
a  failure  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
immigrants  themselves.     Then  there  was 
the  economic  difficulty — ^the  trade  union 
difficulty — caused  by  the  determination  of 
the  men  in  the  country  not  to  have  their 
wages  cut  or  a  race  introduced  which 
could  work  for  less  because  on  account 
of  its  physique  it  could  live  on  less,  and 
because  on  account  of  its  habits  it  did  not 
require    such    a    high    development    of 
comfort.    That  was  a  point  which  must 
never  be  lost  sight  of.     Great  white  com- 
munities could  not  be  expected  to  allow 
their  economic  standard  to  be  lowered 
in  this  way  by  a  vast  immigration   of 
those  who  could  live  on  next  to  nothing, 
work   longer   hours,  and  who   required 
none  of  those  accessories  of  life  to  which 
the  white  population  had  been  used  for 
centuries.     But  the  most  important  diffi- 
culty   was    racial    antipathy.    It    was 
all  very  well  to  say  that  all  men  were 
equal  and  brothers ;    there  were  many 
people  who  would  not  assent  to  that 
d  :)ctrine.    It  was  the  duty  of  philosophers 
and  Christians  to  remove  racial  antipathy 
bofore  statesmen  and  politicians   intro- 
duced an  alien  element.     To  take   the 
opposite  course  and  enforce  the  principle 
that  a  citizen  of  the  Empire  should  be 
able  to  go  all  over  the  British  Empire 
bofore  a  favourable  state  of  feeling  had 
Colonel  Seely. 
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been  created  could  only    cause    iniimtc 
suff-^ring  to  both  the  races  concerned- 
A  striking,  almost  tragic,  illustration  of 
•this  fact  was  to  be  found  in  the  present 
situation    in    the    Southern    States    of 
America,    where    the    presence    of    an 
alien   race   had   caused   acute  suffering 
to      both     black     and     white     races. 
What    policy    ought   they   to    pursue  ? 
He  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
and   could   not   be   expected  to    speak 
with  that  precision  which  one  could  do 
if  one  was  speaking  at  large   without 
reference    to    views    which    must    have 
relation  to  all  parts  of  the  world  as  well 
as  those  which  they  were  now  discuss- 
ing.    The  first  principle  was  that  wlule 
they    trusted    that    the    self-governing 
colonies  would  realise  to   the   full   the 
immense  difficulties  that  must  be  brought 
upon  the  Empire  by  a  policy  of  cruel 
exclusion    against    the    300,000,000    of 
Asiatics  who  formed  an  integral  part  of 
the   Empire,   they  must    agree    to    the 
demand  that  those  colonies  might  exclude 
whom    they    pleased.     They    admitted 
that  if  a  self-governing  colony  decided 
that  they  must  exclude  a  certain  class  of 
persons,   the   Home   Government   could 
not  interfere.    Why  was  there  anything 
contrary  to  the  best  doctrines   in  that 
assumption  ?    He  would  ask  those  who 
considered  it  a  cruel  doctrine  to  reflect 
on    the    words    of    Herbert     Spencer. 
Herbert  Spencer  said — 

"  I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  the  policy  of 
excluding  Asiatics  from  America  or  restncting 
them  within  the  narrowest  limits,  and  for  this 
reason — if  they  come  in  large  numbers  either 
they  will  mix  with  the  popuktion  or  they  will 
not.  In  the  latter  event  thev  wiU  ultimately 
become,  if  not  slaves,  practically  in  the  positioa 
of  slaves.  If  they  do  mix  they  will  form  a 
bad  hybrid.  In  either  event  difficulties  most 
arise,  and  in  the  long  run  immense  social  dis- 
organisation." 

Thpugh  the  Grovemment  had  no  wish 
or  intention  of  interfering  with  our  self- 
governing  Colonies  in  regard  to  the 
policy  of  exclusion,  certain  principle* 
could  be  laid  down  to  which  he  thought 
the  whole  Empire  would  agree.  If 
persons  were  admitted  they  must  he 
given  civil  rights.  "  Free  "  or  "  not  tt 
all "  seemed  to  him  the  sound  principle 
for  the  British  Empire.  He  would  not 
trench  on  controversial  ground.  So.ii? 
people  might  say  that  this  raised  t\y^ 
whole   problem   of  Asiatic   immigration 
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into  the  Transvaal.  He  thought  not, 
for  those  who  were  in  favour  of  that 
course  always  stated  that  it  was  a  tempo- 
rary expedient  to  overcome  an  emergency 
caused  by  the  war.  If  a  people  were 
Admitted  at  all,  there  should  be  a  common 
standard  of  liberty  and  all  should  be 
potential  citizens.  There  was  the  other 
plan  of  making  the  best  of  both  worlds 
— admitting  people  and  then  sending 
them  back  after  using  their  labour,  but 
nobody  agreed  with  that.  He  therefore 
thought  that  they  must  agree  to  the 
principle  that  if  anybody  was  admitted 
under  the  British  flag,  he  must  be 
admitted  as  a  potential  citizen.  The 
third  principle  they  might  lay  down 
was  that  those  who  were  abeady  there 
must  be  treated  well,  fairly,  and  gener- 
ously. He  had  before  him  two  great 
Blue-books  dealing  with  the  situation 
of  the  Indians  in  the  Transvaal.  He 
■did  not  pretend  that  the  Government 
viewed  without  concern  what  might 
happen  to  those  Indians  if  the  policy  of 
exclusion  was  carried  to  the  length  of  the 
dismissal  of  those  who  were  there. 
It  was  a  strong  thing  to  ask  that  any 
subject  of  the  King  should  be  deprived 
of  his  living  through  no  fault  of  his  own. 
It  was  undesirable  to  make  a  mystery 
of  a  matter,  but  he  might  say  that  on 
this  matter  negotiations  were  proceeding 
and  telegrams  passing  probably  even  as  he 
spoke,  so  that  he  could  not  make  a  state- 
ment on  that  portion  of  it,  but  he  thought 
they  might  agree  that  if  the  self-govern- 
ing Colonies  asked  that  they  might 
exclude  the  fellow-subjects  of  the  King 
because  certain  reasons  made  it  imperative 
that  wages  should  not  be  cut  down, 
because  the  climatic  conditions  would 
make  them  unhappy,  or  because  racial 
antipathy  might  cause  riots,  at  least  we 
might  say  that  they  should  treat  with 
the  utmost  generosity  those  subjects  of 
the  King  who  were  there  already.  From 
that  Report  it  would  be  seen  that  in 
Canada  they  had  met  us  in  a  friendly 
spirit,  and  he  could  only  say  that  in  all 
the  conversations  which  took  place  there 
was  one  note  only,  and  that  was  that 
Canada  was  determined  to  make  things  as 
-easy  as  possible  for  the  home  country 
in  dealing  with  that  difficult  problem. 
The  Government  had  confidence  that 
the  Governments  of  Australia,  Natal, 
the    Transvaal,    the    Cape,    and    New 
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Zealand  would  show  the  same  spirit 
as  Canada  had  shown,  realising  that 
ours  was  a  great  heritage,  and  that 
it  could  only  be  held  together  by  mutual 
forbearance  on  all  sides.  His  hon.  friend 
had  suggested  that  we  might  bring 
this  mutual  forbearance  a  little  nearer 
and  make  it  a  little  more  real  if  we  were 
to  ask  what  he  called  the  Conference 
Secretariat,  which,  he  thought,  was  a 
better  name  than  the  Imperial  Secre- 
tariat, to  take  up  this  matter.  He 
thought  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  majce 
the  Imperial  Secretariat  a  reality,  to 
make  it,  as  it  were,  the  great  clearing- 
house for  the  Empire,  where  all  the 
different  laws  might  come  and  be  con- 
sidered and  reported  upon  to  the  other 
Colonies  by  the  Secretariat,  so  that  it 
might  be  possible  for  every  part  of  the 
Empire  to  know  what  the  other  parts 
were  doing.  He  thought  that  should  be 
done,  and  he  would  represent  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  desirability  of 
doing  it.  He  could  only  say  in  con- 
clusion that  if  this  matter  was  difficult, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  unsolvable  or 
that  there  was  anjrthing  to  prevent, 
before  very  long,  complete  co-operation. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
said  that  they  must  have  listened  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Grentle- 
man  with  great  interest  and  pleasure, 
because  the  Under-Secretary  had  recog- 
nised the  principle  which,  if  this  Empire 
was  to  hold  together,  must  be  main- 
tained by  the  central  Government  here 
in  London  as  well  as  by  the  Colonies 
themselves,  and  that  was  that  the 
Colonies  must  have  the  fullest  of  control 
over  their  own  immigration.  He  wanted 
to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  native 
question,  the  coloured  labour  question, 
as  found  in  the  native  races  resident  in, 
say,  South  Africa,  and  those  who  came 
from  different  parts  of  the  Empire.  As 
the  Under-Secretary  very  aptly  said, 
when  there  came  a  question  of  lascars  or 
the  employment  of  Chinese  on  British 
ships  running  from  here  to  the  Southern 
Seas,  there  were  protests  in  that  House 
from  all  parts.  We  were  extremely 
jealous  not  only  of  our  standard  of 
labour  but  of  the  standard  of  wages 
and  of  any  invasion  of  the  native  rights 
in  labour  of  the  citizens  of  this  country. 
The  Under-Secretary  had  said  there  were 
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three  reasons  why  the  Canadians  ob- 
jected to  Indian  immigration,  but  there 
was  something  deeper  than  either  of 
those  three  things.  It  was  a  credit  to 
the  thought  and  the  feeling  of  patriotism 
of  the  race.  They  did  not  want  to  in- 
corporate into  their  country  the  effects 
of  the  old  plantation  life,  which  meant 
simply  that  the  white  man  would  not 
hinaself  do  the  lowest  forms  of  work 
80  long  as  the  black  man  did  it.  The 
real  reason  why  the  Australians  and  the 
Canadians  objected  to  Asiatic  immigra- 
tion was  this — the  fear  that  it  would 
produce  the  effects  produced  in  the 
Southern  States,  the  VVest  Indies,  and 
everywhere  where  Polynesian  and  Orien- 
tal labour  had  been  introduced.  Unless 
the  structure  of  their  national  life 
was  built  up  from  the  lowest  forms 
of  labour  performed  by  the  white  man 
from  the  beginning,  they  knew  that  that 
national  life  must  be  rotten  in  the  end. 
If  they  were  to  have  a  national  life  at 
all  the  white  citizen  should  do  all  the 
work,  from  the  digging  of  the  ditches 
and  the  trenches  to  the  highest,  or  else 
the  civiUsation  would  be  unsoimd. 
That  lay  behind  the  action  of  Australia 
and  Canada.  The  Under-Secretary 
smiled,  no  doubt  thinking  of  South 
Africa,  because  of  course  it  might  seem 
strange  that  he  should  make  that  state  • 
ment,  but  his  position  regarding  the  im- 
portation of  Oriental  labour  into  South 
Africa  had  always  been  that  it  was  only 
to  tide  over  a  very  difl&cult  time  of 
reconstruction  of  finance  and  commerce 
there.  He  had  felt  that  it  was  a  bad 
thing  for  South  Africa  to-day  to  be 
obliged  to  import  coloured  labour  from 
outside.  It  complicated  her  own  great 
native  question  if  she  imported  45  per 
cent,  to  48  per  cent.  He  sympathised 
deeply  with  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  Under-Secretary,  and  he  believed 
that  what  he  had  said  that  day  would 
have  its  echo  in  every  comer  of  the 
Empire,  because  he  had  recognised  the 
constitutional  position  and  the  national 
position  which  our  Colonies  had  taken 
up.  If  the  Government  had  pursued 
the  same  policy  regarding  immigration 
in  the  New  Hebrides  a  different  result 
would  have  followed.  He  commended 
the  Government  on  taking  the  view 
of  appealing  to  the  Colonies  for  mutual 
counsel,  and  asking  that  they  should  send 
Sir  Gilbeii  Parker. 


representatives  to  confer  with  the  Im- 
perial Government.  That  was  the  real 
basis  of  a  true  Iranerial  Parliament, 
and  from  just  such  interchange  would 
come  the  gre::t  solution  of  our  Imperial 
q uestions.  If  this  Government  and  future 
Governments  and  other  Colonies  did  what 
Canada  had  done,  we  were  on  the  high- 
way to  placing  our  Colonial  policy  on 
the  ground  where  we  had  placed  our 
foreign  policy,  where  private  Members 
would  hesitate  to  intrude,  and  would 
trust  the  Gt)vernment  of  the  day,  be- 
lieving that  its  policy  was  continuous. 

♦Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) asked  if  the  Under-Secretary  was 
in  a  position  to  make  any  statement 
with  regard  to  the  Imperial  Government  s 
paying  the  salary  of  Dinizulu,  whether 
he  had  been  committed  for  trial,  and 
on  what  charge  he  would  be  tried.  He 
put  those  questions  because  Dinizulu 
was  a  British  subject  for  whom  the 
Imperial  Government  had  incurred  special 
obligations,  and  Dinizulu  had  the  right 
to  have  them  fulfilled,  even  although 
self-government  had  been  granted  to  the 
white  people  in  Natal. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  would  read 
a  telegram  which  had  just  arrived,  and 
which,  concluding  as  it  did  an  unfortunate 
misunderstanding  between  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  this  county  and  Natal,  he 
would  very  much  like  to  give.  The 
telegram  began — 

*''  Ministers  have  asked  me  to  communicate 
the  following  minute  :  *  With  reference  to  the 
concluding  portion  of  the  {Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies*  telegram  No.  2  of  the  23rd 
inst.,  Ministers  have  this  morning  been  advised 
by  your  Excellency  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  make  payment 
to-morrow  on  accoimt  of  Diniznlu's  salary. 
Ministers  understand  from  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies*  telegram  referred  to  that  Hi» 
Majesty's  Government  has  been  influenced  in 
respect  of  payment  of  Dinixulu*8  salary  by 
belief  that  his  defence  will  be  prejudiced  by 
lack  of  funds.  Ministers  are  equally  anxious 
with  His  Majesty's  Government  to  avoid  such 
a  contingency,  and  whilst  maintaining  that 
their  contention  is  correct  on  question  of  sus- 
pension of  salary  they  are  prepared^if  approached 
by  Dinizulu,  to  provide  sum  of  money  to  assist 
him  in  his  defence.*  *' 

He  need  hardly  say  that  his  noble  friend 
proposed  to  telegraph  back  saying  that 
he  welcomed  that  telegram,  and  that 
he  assumed  that  the  sum  they  proposed 
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to  pay  would  be  at  least  equal  to  the 
salary  which  we  should  have  paid,  the 
important  thing  being  that  money  should 
be  forthcoming  for  the  defence  of  this 
native  chief.  The  actual  merits  of  the 
case  remained  as  before,  but  they  were 
a  subject  for  friendly  discussion  later  on. 
For  the  moment  they  were  paying  the 
money  for  the  defence  of  Dinizulu,  and 
the  Grovemment  welcomed  this  conclusion 
to  an  imfortunate  difl&culty  and  trusted 
that  no  such  difficulty  would  occur 
again.  He  regretted  he  had  not  got 
the  other  information  asked  for,  but  as 
soon  as  it  came  he  would  have  it  com- 
municated to  the  Press. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford)  said  he  wished  to  ask  the 
Government  to  define  the  position  they 
held  in  regard  to  the  hop  industry.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  session  the  Prime 
Minister,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, promised  to  receive  a  deputation 
on  the  subject,  and  in  reply  to  a  speech 
which  he  made  in  connection  with  the 
Address  to  the  Crown  he  suggested  an 
inquiry  instead  of  receiving  a  deputation. 
The  inquiry  was  held,  it  had  take  the 
whole  session  to  conduct  that  inquiry, 
and  now  they  had  the  Committee's 
Report  before  them.  Therefore  he 
thought  he  had  some  claim  to  ask  the 
Government  to  proceed  in  the  autimm 
session  with  the  legislation  indicated 
in  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the 
inquiry,  for  if  they  had  not  had  the 
inquiry  they  could  have  had  the  matter 
dealt  with  this  session.  He  would  like 
to  refer  to  a  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  a  few  days  ago,  in  which 
he  seemed  to  have  been  led  rather  far  by 
the  conclusions  which  the  Hop  Commitee 
had  arrived  at.  He  personally  very  much 
regretted  the  decision  of  the  Government 
to  take  no  steps  to  deal  with  what  he 
believed  was  the  real  root  of  the  difficulty, 
viz.,  the  competition  from  America.  He 
did  not  think  the  Committee  really  dealt 
with  that  point,  and  the  Government 
who  had  thought  it  necessary  to  support 
a  Committee  in  reference  to  the  Meat 
Trust  might  well  have  given  more  atten- 
tion to  the  question  of  whether  there  was 
not  a  Hop  Trust  also  trying  to  destroy 
this  native  industry  in  our  midst.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  speech  the 
other  day,  seemed  to  have  been  influenced 


by  the  fact  that  there  were  3,000,000  less 
barrels  of  beer  drunk  now  than  before, 
and  that  therefore  there  must  be  less 
hops  used,  but  the  whole  argument  of  the 
hop  growers  was  that  the  special  difficul- 
ties imder  which  they  were  suffering  had 
arisen  within  very  recent  years,  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  The  statistics  in 
the  Report  showed  that  in  the  last  three 
years  there  had  been  no  diminution  at 
all  in  the  number  of  barrels  consumed, 
the  figures  being  34,400,000,  34,000,000, 
and  34,300,000,  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  also  laid  stress  on  the  fact  that 
mucb  less  hops  were  used  in  each  barrel  of 
beer,  but  in  the  last  three  years  that  had 
remained  practically  the  same,  viz.,  1-83 
lb.,  1-86  lb.,  and  1-85  lb.,  and  therefore 
those  arguments  did  not  apply  to  the 
present  condition  of  things,  which  was 
what  the  growers  complained  of.  If  they 
turned  to  the  question  of  the  relative 
supply  of  home  hops  to  the  foreign 
production,  they  would  see  that  during 
the  last  three  years  the  percentage  of  home 
production  to  the  total  supply  had  really 
got  to  the  smallest  figure  except  that  of 
1905,  when  there  was  a  crop  far  in  excess 
even  of  the  total  consumption.  The 
figures  for  the  last  three  years  were  55-  96 
per  cent.,  52*59  per  cent.,  and  this  year 
it  had  fallen  very  much  below  that 
figure,  and  yet  the  Committee  suggested 
that  70  per  cent,  in  their  opinion  was  the 
actual  relation  which  they  might  depend 
upon  of  home-grown  to  foreign  hops. 
Therefore,  all  these  statistics,  if  dealt 
with  for  the  period  to  which  the  growers 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  showed  that  the  points  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  relied, 
trusting  to  the  Report,  did  not  really 
apply  to  the  present  condition  of  things. 
The  hop  growers  were  most  urgently 
asking  the  Government  to  find  some 
remedy,  and  if  they  could  not  go  so  far  as 
to  carry  out  some  remedy  which  would 
really  deal  with  the  question  they  must 
content  themselves  with  something 
less.  On  the  only  occasion  when  the 
question  of  a  duty  was  brought  to  a 
division  before  the  Committee,  only  four 
of  the  eleven  members  of  the  Committee 
voted  against  the  duty ;  three  voted  for 
it,  and  there  were  three  absent,  and  those 
three  who  were  absent  were  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rye,  who  had  already 
proposed  a  duty  in  his  own  Report,  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Faversham,  who, 
although  intimately  connected  with  the 
hop-growing  district,  did  not  attend  the 
meetings  in  connection  with  the  Report 
at  all,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Falmouth, 
who  made  a  strong  speech  in  favour  of 
dealing  with  foreign  competition  in 
introducing  a  deputation  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  other  day;  therefore 
every  member  absent  was  more  or 
less  in  favour  of  dealing  with  this  question. 
He  could  see  that  the  Government  were 
in  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the 
question.  It  was  difficult  to  separate 
it  from  the  general  question  of  tariff 
reform.  He  had  always  urged  that 
it  should  be  dealt  with  separately,  as  a 
matter  of  dumping  and  unfair  competi- 
tion, but  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  the 
Government  to  deal  with  it,  and  he  was 
not  surprised  that  they  were  not  willing 
to  deal  with  it  in  that  way  ;  and  if  that 
was  so,  he  thought  they  had  some  right 
to  ask  the  Government  to  promise 
them  that  in  the  autumn  they  should 
have  legislation  dealing  with  two  other 
main  points  of  the  Report.  He  was 
grateful  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Sympathetic  words  the  other  day  in 
answer  to  a  deputation,  and  his  olaject 
ip  raising  the  question  now  was  to 
raise  the  hopes  of  the  growers  with 
the  belief  that  they  would  have 
SDme  relief  for  their  difficulties  in  the 
autumn.  On  the  question  of  hop 
substitutes,  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  confirm  the  Answer 
he  gave  to  a  Question  the  other  day  and 
make  it  clear  that  the  Government 
intended  legislating  seriously,  and  not 
merely  to  bring  in  a  Bill  which,  if 
there  was  any  opposition,  would  be 
dropped.  He  believed  that  in  the  main 
there  would  be  no  controversy  raised 
on  that  subject.  He  knew  the  hon. 
Gentleman  below  him,  who  was  con- 
nected with  the  brewery  trade,  might 
say  there  were  some  preservatives 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  hops, 
but  what  they  desired  was  that  all 
substitutes  or  supplements  which  took 
the  place  of  hops  should  be  barred, 
for  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
their  use  should  be  prohibited.  In 
regard  to  the  question  of  marking, 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  assure 
thora  that  that  question  also  would  be 
doalt  with  during  the  autumn  session 

Mr,  Laurence  Hardy. 


in    the    same    Bill.     As    marking    had 
always   been    a   peculiar   characteristic 
of  the  hop  trade,  there  could  be  no  very 
strong  arguments  for  alleging  that  the 
foreign  hops  should  be  free  from  that 
which  applied  so  strongly  to  the  home 
production.     They  had  been  told  that 
the  American  trade  was  now  depressed, 
but  when   they  remembered   that    the 
trade    in    Oregon    increased    from    304 
acres  in  1800    to  3,000  acres  in  1890, 
and  to  15,000  in  1900,  they  could  see 
that  the  increase  had  been  so  enormous 
that  the  depression  now  in  no  way  dealt 
with  the  difficulties  they  were  contending 
against.     They    must    remember    that 
neither  substitutes  nor  marking  would 
satisfactorily   deal   with   Oregon   hops, 
and  it  still  lay  with  the  Government 
to    find    some    measure    for    relieving 
the  industry  in  that  respect.     He  would 
like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  repre- 
senting    the      Board     of     Agriculture 
whether  he  could  giva  him  an  assurance 
that    further    information     should    be 
obtained  for  them,  that  in  the  foreign 
countries  they  should  have  agriculture 
experts  who  would  give  them  the  in- 
formation   the    growers    required,    and 
that  in  the  internal  arrangements   of 
the   Board   of  Agriculture   itself   more 
attention  would  be  paid  to  giving  in- 
formation as  to  the  best  qualities  of 
hops  and  other  details,  such  as  were 
recommended  by  the  Committee  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  Report.     Some- 
thing might  be  done  administratively, 
and  he  thought  more  could   be  done 
legislatively,   and   he   hoped   the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  calm  the  minds 
of    the    hop    growers    throughout    the 
country   by    enabling    him    to    assure 
them  that  the  Government  appreciated 
their  case,   and   that   in    the    autumn 
session  some  legislation  of  a  remedial 
character  would  be  given  them. 

Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) said  the  hon.  Member  for  Ashford 
had  pointed  out  that  he  had  put  a 
question  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  other  day  asking  him  whether 
he  could  see  his  way  to  introducing  a 
measure  prohibiting  the  use  of  hop 
substitutes  in  the  manufacture  of  beer 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  his  reply  had 
declared  himself  to  be  highly  favourable 
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to  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  in  the 
autumn  on  some  such  lines  as  that,  if 
he  could  be  sure  that  it  would  not  be 
received  in  an  antagonistic  spirit  by  any 
considerable  section  of  the  House,  and 
would  meet  with  general  support.  He 
did  not  know  what  knowledge  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ashford  might  have,  but  he 
himself  was  inclined  to  believe  that  a 
proposition  of  that  kind,  if  presented  to 
the  House  in  a  certain  form,  might  well 
meet  with  very  strong  and  warm  support. 
The  other  claims  which  were  made  were, 
he  thought,  wholly  untenable.  They 
could  not  possibly  ask  that  this  one 
industry  should  have  preferential  treat- 
ment by  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
foreign  competitive  supplies  coming  to 
this  country.  Every  other  industry, 
that  of  the  barley  grower,  for  instance, 
would  want  similar  treatment,  and  the 
whole  vicious  programme  would  be 
opened  up.  There  was  no  earthly  reason 
why  their  friends  in  Kent,  hard  as  their 
case  might  be,  should  come  before  that 
House  and  demand  to  be  specially 
treated.  He  was  not  so  much  concerned 
about  marking,  but  he  was  afraid  that 
a  mistake  was  being  made  by  its  Kentish 
advocates,  for  they  had  proof  that  this 
marking  was  in  many  cases  an  advertise- 
ment for  the  foreign  growers.  He  would 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Ashford 
that  the  trouble  complained  of  all  over 
the  two  counties  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  was  one  of  which 
we  had  not  the  sole  enjoyment  in  this 
country.  The  Hop  Report  told  them 
that  this  terrible  business  of  grubbing, 
which  sounded  so  awful  in  the  ears  of 
agriculturists,  was  not  unknown  in  Ore- 
gon or  Washington.  In  this  voluminous 
Report  he  had  not  been  able  to  put  his 
finger  on  the  exact  figures,  but  he  thought 
he  was  correct  in  saying  that  no  less  than 
30  per  cent,  of  the  hop  area  of  Oregon 
had  been  grubbed  up  within  a  recent 
period  because  they,  like  ourselves,  were 
finding  that  the  world's  markets  were 
for  some  reason  or  other  not  so  eager 
to  purchase  their  products  as  they  had 
been.  That  had  happened  constantly  ; 
and  if  there  was  a  depression  in  one  great 
market,  in  all  probability  that  depression 
would  be  felt  in  other  countries  and 
amongst  other  people.  It  was  appar- 
ently BO  in  this  case,  and  in  the  Colonies 
those  who  grew  hops  were  making  com- 


plaint among  their  own  people.  As  they 
had  got  the  sympathetic  ear  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  he  would  like 
him  to  deal  not  only  with  hop  substitutes 
but  with  substitutes  for  malt  extracts. 
He  did  not  propose  that  they  should  go 
on  the  lines  of  a  pure  beer  Bill,  but  he 
had  been  told,  in  reply  to  a  Question, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
think  that  the  matter  of  substitutes  for 
malt  extracts  was  on  the  same  footing 
as  substitutes  for  hops.  How  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  arrived 
at  that  conclusion  he  did  not  know,  but 
he  was  boimd  to  say  that  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  some 
reason  in  his  active  mind  which  had  not 
leaked  out  in  the  carefully  considered 
printed  Answer  which  he  had  given  him 
the  other  day.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man found  it  difficult  to  deal  with  the 
matter  on  the  same  lines  as  hop  sub- 
stitutes, might  he  suggest  that  the  Bill, 
with  regard  to  all  hop  substitutes,  should 
take  this  form,  namely,  that  as  other 
articles,  such  as  cofEee  and  butter,  were 
by  law  to  be  declared  what  they  really 
were  when  they  were  mixed — the  one 
with  chicory,  for  example,  and  the  other 
with  some  ingredient  other  than  pure 
butter — so  a  man,  when  he  bought  a 
glass  of  beer,  should  have  declared  to 
him  the  composition  of  the  liquor,  where 
it  consisted  of  substitutes,  so  that  he 
might  know  when  he  was  buying  a 
product  of  the  doctor *s  shop  or  of  the 
laboratory,  instead  of  a  product  of 
the  fields  of  his  own  or  other  countries. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  well  go  on 
with  such  a  Bill ;  it  would  not  in 
the  least  interfere  with  the  principle 
of  free  trade ;  for  if  the  chemist 
brewed  a  better  beer — ^and  he  was  glad 
to  see  one  of  the  great  experts  present — 
than  the  brewer  placed  on  the  market, 
at  any  rate  he  was  sure  that  the  farmers 
and  agriculturists  of  the  coimtry  gener- 
ally, and  of  Kent  and  other  counties, 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  welcome  the 
placing  of  this  particular  product  on  the 
market  imder  conditions  not  less  severe 
than  those  to  which  many  other  traders 
had  to  submit  in  reference  to  other 
products. 

Mr.    GRETTON    (Rutland)    said    he 
so  far  agreed  with   the  hon.  Member'd 
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case  in  regard  to  hop  substitutes  that 
he  believed  he  could  brew  better  beer 
from  malt  and  hops  only  than  from  any 
combination  of  substitutes.     He  did  not 
•  know  whether  that  was  the  view  of  other 
brewers,  and  he  did  not  think  he  ought 
to  pursue  the  subject  without  consulting 
them.    As  regarded  the  question  of  hops, 
he  foimd  himself  in  entire  agreement  with 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  who  opened 
the  debate.     The  hon.  Member  very  pro- 
perly brought  before  the  House  the  very 
urgent  condition  of  the  hop  industry. 
That  was    abundantly    proved    before 
the    Select  Committee  by   all  the   wit- 
nesses who  represented  the  hop  industry, 
whether  as  growers,  importers  or  factors. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years  the  hop  trade  generally 
had  been  through  a  period  of  exceptional 
stress  and  difficulty,  arid  he  believed  they 
had  a  very  urgent  c  ase  indeed  for  considera- 
tion.    He  was  sure  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  from  what  he  had  said  to 
deputations,  would  not  take  that  step 
which  they  considered  to  be  the  only  step 
which  would  really  be  effective  in  placing 
the  English  hop  industry  upon  a  sounder 
and  more  stable  footing.      Every  grower 
and  merchant,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
had  urged  on  the  Committee  that  the  only 
remedy  was  a  duty  upon  foreign  imported 
hops.  An  import  duty  would  undoubtedly 
place  the  English  grower  on  a  soimder  and 
more  stable  footing  in  competition  with 
hops  which  were  grown  abroad  and  im- 
ported into  this  country.   It  appeared  to 
him  that  one  of  the  main  arguments 
in  support  of  this  view  was  the  fact  that 
hops  in  many  cases  abroad  were  grown 
in  climates  which  enjoyed  a  great  pro- 
portion of  sunshine  and  were  more  regular 
than  the  climate  at  home.     When  we 
had  a  bad  season,  which  was  imf  ortimately 
not  very  seldom,  it  was  certain  that  there 
would  be  foreign  hops  of  higher  quality 
grown  under  more  favourable  conditions. 
That  appeared  to  be  the  strongest  argu- 
ment, and  if  the  English  grower  was  to 
continue  to  grow  hops,  as  they  all  desired 
that    he    should — every  brewer   wanted 
as  many  good  English  hops  as  he  could 
get — the  English  grower  must  have  some 
assurance  of  stability  in  prices  in  order 
that  he   might  not  make  great  losses, 
which  undoubtedly  had  occurred  in  the 
last  season.     That,  however,  was  not  a 
practical    question    at    present,    as    the 
Mr,  Gretton. 


Government   firmly   turned   their   faces 
against    suggestions    in   that   direction. 
He  entirely  supported  the  proposal  for 
the  prohibition  of  hop  substitutes,  but 
the    hop-growers,    in  resolutions    which 
they    had    recently   passed,    had    gone 
a     little      further     than      that,      and 
had   expressed   the     opinion    that   pre- 
servatives, which  were  necessarily  used 
also,    took  the   place    of  hops.       That 
view   was   put   before   the   Committee, 
but  the     witnesses     who   advanced    it 
were   not   able   to   maintain   it.     They 
failed  to  produce  any  evidence  to  support 
it,  and  the  expert  witnesses  expressed 
an  opinion  exactly  contrary  to  theirs. 
This  was  a  very  much  larger  and  wider 
question  than  the  House  realised.     Pre- 
servatives were  used  in  nearly  every  liquor 
sold  in  the  country,  and  in  jams  and 
preserved   fruits.     With   regard   to   the 
ma -king  of  hops,  he  had  not  much  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  afford  any  sub- 
stantial   relief.     It    had    been    rightly 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cirencester 
that  it  might  very  easily  become  a  two- 
edged  sword,  and  it  would  undoubtedly 
in  some  cases  give  greater  prestige  and  a 
greater  guarantee  of  the  market  quality 
of  foreign  hops.     But  it  would  tend  to 
put  an  end  to  the  system  which  they 
had  evidence  existed  in  some  cases  of  the 
mixing  of  foreign  hops  of  an  inferior 
kind  with  those  of  a  rather  better  grade, 
and  selling  them  as  the  growth  of  a 
particular  district  in  this  country.     There 
was  no  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
nor  was  it  his  experience,  that  this  was  a 
practice  largely  resorted  to,  but    there 
was  evidence  that  in  some  cases  it  did 
occur,  and  marking  of  hops  would  un- 
doubtedly tend  to  do  away  with  it.     The 
marking  of  hops,  however,  was  a  rather 
more  complicated  question  than  might 
appear.     Foreign    countries    had    their 
own    system    of    marking    hops.     For 
instance,  those  most  in  demand  on  the 
Continent  and  in  America  were  grown 
in  small  allotments.     No  one  grower  had 
a  sufficient  number  of  hops  to  send  to  the 
market,  and  they  were  taken  into  a  town 
and  there  marked  with  an  official  seal 
That  was   not   on   all   fours   with   the 
system  which  prevailed  in  this  country. 
He  was  in  entire  agreement  with  the 
hop-growers  that  on  the  whole  it  was 
desirable   that   foreign  hops  should  be 
marked  as  far  as  possible  in  the. same 
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-way  as  was  now  required  by  law  in  this 
countiy,  and  on  these  lines  he  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  support  a  measure. 
He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  take  early  steps  to  deal 
-with  this  question.  The  Board  of  Agri- 
culture could  undoubtedly  do  a  great 
deal.  The  hon.  Member  for  Ashford 
liad  ui^ed  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  of  .^^culture  the  question  of 
collecting  statistical  information.  Then 
there  was  the  question  of  carrying  on 
upon  an  organised  scale  the  growing  of 
hops.  The  cultivation  of  hops  was  a 
scientific  industry  which  they  had  not 
been  able  to  go  into  as  thoroughly  as 
they  should  have  done.  The  Board  of 
Agriculture  ought  to  undertake  ex- 
periments and  organise  investigations 
into  the  question  of  which  were  the  best 
soils  for  growing  hops  in  England.  If 
they  established  agricultural  research 
institutions  they  could  have  those  ex- 
periments carried  out  by  experts.  He 
made  that  suggestion   because   he   was 


a     very    considerable     decline    in    the 
importation 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  said  he 
did  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  had  before  him  the  figures 
circulated  in  answer  to  a  Question  put 
to  him  in  May  last,  because  those  figures 
showed  that  there  had  been  an  increase. 


convinced  from  his  own  experience  that 
a  great  deal  might  be  done  by  obtaining 
fuller  information  and  having  carefully 
w^orked  out  experiments  on  practical 
as  well  as  scientific  lines  in  regard  to  hop- 
growing  in  this  country. 

Mr.  LLOTD-GEORGE  pointed  out 
that  this  question  had  been  brought 
before  him  recently  by  a  deputation 
who  put  their  case '  to  him  ably, 
lucidly,  and  temperately,  and  who  fully 
realised  the  limits  beyond  which  the 
Government  could  not  be  expected  to  go 
in  dealing  with  the  difiiculties  of  the  hop 
industry.  He  thought  he  might  say  that 
on  the  whole  they  were  satisfied  with  the 
undertaking  the  Government  had  given. 
The  hon.  Member  who  introduced  this 
subject  had  challenged  one  or  two 
statements  he  had  made  to  that  deputa- 
tion, and  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  his  criticism.  He  pointed  out  to 
that  deputation  that,  as  a  result  of  a 
careful  investigation  made  by  a  Committee 
of  the  House  which  had  been  inquiring 
into  the  matter,  so  far  from  there 
being  an  increase  in  the  inrportation  of 
foreign  hops,  there  had  been  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  last  few  years,  and,  there- 
fore, the  difficulty  did  not  arise  from  the 
importation  of  foreign  hops.  The  figures 
of  the  importation  of  foreign  hops  showed 


Mr.   LLOYD -GEORGE  said  that  if 
the   hon.    Member   had  taken  a  range 
of    thirty    years    for    his     survey    he 
would  have  found  that  the  great  evil 
was    not  in  the  increased  importation 
of  hops  from  foreign  countries,   which 
had,    in    fact,    decreased    and    was    a 
diminishing  evil  if  it  was  an  evil  at  all. 
The  hon.  Member  said  they  should  look 
at  the  figures  for  the  last  three  years, 
but  surely  that  was  not  sufficient.     They 
were  bound  to  have  fluctuations  in  the 
market,  and  they  might  have  a  very  good 
year  in  hops  in  one  particular  year  followed 
by  a  bad  year.     The  hop  industry  was 
bound  to  import  more  foreign  hops  in  a 
bad  year  than  when  the  hop  industry 
in  this  country  was  in  a  flourishing  state. 
Consequently    a    great    deal    depended 
upon  fluctuations,  and   it  was  a   fairer 
test  to  take  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and 
taking   a   period   of  that   kind   showed 
a  very  considerable  decline  in  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  hops.     Thirty  years 
ago  the  average  importation  of  hops  into 
this  country  was  215,000  cwts.,  but  the 
average  for  the  last  ten  years  was  only 
186,000  cwts.,  showing  a  decrease  of  nearly 
30,000  cwts.     Consequently  if  the   hop 
industry  was  suffering  it  was  not  due  to 
any  increase  in  the  importation  of  foreign 
hops.     He  pointed  out  to  the  deputation 
that  it  had  been  clearly  established  that 
the  present  condition  of  the  industry 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  there  had  been  a 
smaller  consumption  of  beer,  amounting 
to  3,000,000  barrels  in  the  course  of  the 
last  seven  years. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY :  Not  in  the 
last  three  years. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  was  not 
the  last  three  years  that  established  the 
drift  of  any  trade.  They  had  to  take  a 
much  wider  view.  The  hon.  Member  had 
taken  too  narrow  a  view  of  beer,  and  he 
ought  to  look  at  it  from  a  broader  point  of 
view.  The  difficulty  was  mainly  due  to  a 
smaller  consumption  of  beer.    Thehon, 
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Member  should  approach  the  subject  from 
a  freer  and  broader  point  of  view.  If 
they  rushed  into  legislation  on  this 
.subject  they  might  make  a  mistake.  The 
hon.  Member  was  not  conservative  enough 
to  his  mind.  He  did  not  like  the  revolu- 
tionary tendency  of  the  hon.  Member. 
He  was  much  too  violent  and  ex- 
treme a  man  to  his  way  of  thinking. 
The  hon.  Member  asked  for  sweeping 
legislation  because  in  three  years 
there  had  been  changes  in  the 
trade.  The  changes  were  due  to 
several  causes.  There  had^  been  a 
reduction  in  the  production  of  beer  to 
the  extent  of  3,000,000  barrels  in  the 
course  of  seven  years.  That  was  due 
to  a  change  in  the  habits  of  the  people, 
a  change  not  to  be  deplored,  and,  if  less 
beer  was  required,  there  must  be  less 
use  of  hops.  Then  again  less  hops  had 
in  recent  years  been  used  in  brewing. 
But  the  people  could  not  be  compelled 
to  drink  more  beer  or  brewers  to  use 
more  hops.  There  was  another  factor 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  ignored, 
the  use  of  cold  storage.  In  the  old  days 
when  there  was  a  good  hop  season  all 
that  were  required  by  the  brewers  were 
used  and  the  remainder  destroyed, 
but  now  when  there  was  a  good  season 
the  brewer  bought  large  quantities 
because  the  price  was  low,  and  he  could 
lay  up  what  he  did  not  then  require  in 
cold  stores  and  had  a  reserve  upon  which 
he  could  draw.  This  cold-storage  system 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  approve  of  ; 
probably  he  would  like  to  go  back  to 
the  old  days  when  these  fantastic  ideas 
were  unknown.  But  he  could  not  do 
it ;  these  were  progressive  days,  and  we 
must  adapt  ourselves  to  them.  It  might 
be  a  comfort  to  our  own  producers  to 
know  that,  if  they  suffered,  foreign 
competitors  suffered  also.  In  Oregon 
things  were  so  bad  that  it  was  resolved 
to  grub  up  30  per  cent,  of  the  hop  planta- 
tions. The  American  cultivator  was 
ready  to  do  this,  and  he,  finding  one 
cultivation  was  not  remunerative,  used 
his  land  for  another  ;  he  did  not  ask 
for  the  artificial  manure  of  legisla- 
tion. Of  16,000  acres  under  hops  in 
Oregon  5,000  were  converted  to  some- 
thing else  in  a  single  year ;  and  out  of 
5,000  in  Washington,  2,000  had  been 
converted  to  something  else  in  a  single 
year.     That  was  due  to  the  smartness 
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of  the  American  farmer.  He  "wxraM 
point  out  incidentally  that  hop  land 
paid  about  £3  per  acre,  whereas  tht 
same  land  used  for  another  purjKiee 
would  only  pay  30s.  per  acre.  Whik 
in  Kent  the  acreage  of  land  under  hop? 
had  decreased,  in  Worcestershire  and 
Herefordshire  the  land  under  hops  had 
increased  in  the  last  thirty  years.  Wor- 
cestershire and  Herefordshire  were  for- 
midable competitors  of  Kent  for  the 
time  being,  but  the  hon.  Member  far 
Kent  did  not  want  a  50s.  duty  on  hoi» 
from  the  West  of  England.  The  hon. 
Member  had  made  something  out  ol 
the  fact  that  the  duty  suggested  in 
the  Committee  was  only  thrown  oat 
by  a  majority  of  one.  There  were  Hate 
absentees,  and  he  tried  to  suggest  that 
they  would  have  voted  for  a  duty. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Rye  would  have 
voted  in  favour  of  a  duty.  It  was  not 
correct,  however,  to  say  that  his  hon. 
friend  who  introduced  the  deputatwn 
to  him  was  in  favour  of  a  duty,  for  he 
had  distinctly  stated  that  he  was  against 
it.  The  hon.  Member  for  Faversham 
went  into  the  Committee  with  a  pre- 
dilection in  favour  of  a  duty  on  hops— 
a  predilection  to  which  no  doubt  he  was 
assisted  by  representations  made  to  him — 
and  after  listening  to  the  overwhelming 
evidence  against  it  he  found  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  support  that 
proposition.  He  had  already  written 
to  the  papers  to  say  that  he  approve 
thoroughly  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee.  Now  he  came  to  the 
I  position  in  which  the  Government  stood 
I  in  the  matter.  The  Committee  had 
'  reported  against  hop  substitutes.  He 
I  was  quite  prepared  to  act  on  that 
I  recommendation.  The  hon.  Member 
j  for  Rutland  himself  acknowledged  that 
deleterious  substitutes  were  used  in  cer- 
tain cases. 

Mr.  GRETTON  :   In  one  case. 

j  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Very  well: 
they  did  not  want  a  matter  of  that 
'  sort  to  be  imported  when  it  had  the 
I  incidental  effect  of  being  detrimental 
j  and  in}urious  to  a  British  industry. 
I  The  Govemtnent  were,  therefore,  pre- 
'  pared  to  act  upon  the  recommendation 
I  of  the  Committee  in  that  respect,  and 
that  the  same  obligation  of  marking 
'  hops  should  be  imposed  on  the  foreigner 
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as  was  imposed  by  law  on  the  British 
top-grower.  That  was  not  at  all  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  At  the  same  time  his  experience 
at  the  Board  of  Trade  was  that  on 
the  whole  the  British  trader  suffered 
viho  insisted  on  the  marking  of  foreign 
goods.  In  many  cases  it  had  been 
merely  an  advertisement  for  the  foreign 
goods. 

Mr.  JOHN  WAKD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
That  is  not  the  case  when  the  marking 
is  in  general  terms. 

Mk.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  the 
suggestion  was  to  mark  the  foreign 
tops  absolutely  with  the  producer's 
name,  and  the  advertisement  would 
be  still  greater  in  that  case.  He  would 
seriously  invite  the  hop-growers  of  Kent 
to  reconsider  the  matter  and  see  whether 
they  would  really  benefit  by  it.  They 
knew  their  own  business  best ;  and  it 
was  a  business  matter  after  all.  It 
could  not  be  an  injustice  if  they  were 
deliberately  of  opinion,  after  careful 
reflection,  that  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  their  industry  to  impose  the  same 
obligation  on  the  foreigner  as  on  the 
British  producer.  He  now  came  to 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  deal  with  the  subject 
effectively.  The  other  day  in  answer 
to  a  Question  he  stated  that  they  cer- 
tainly proposed  to  give  efiect  to  the 
unanimous  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  that  that  depended  upon 
the  opposition  which  the  Bill  would 
meet  with.  The  hon.  Member  met 
his  statement  with  the  objection  that 
if  the  passage  of  such  a  Bill  was  made 
conditional  upon  the  absence  of  opposi- 
tion they  might  get  no  Bill  at  all. 
He  wanted  to  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Government  could 
not  devote  much  time  in  the  autumn 
session  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  although 
he  did  not  see  why  the  Bill  should 
occupy  much  time.  It  was  perfectly 
clear  that  the  hop-growers  were  unani- 
mous on  the  two.  points  referred  to, 
the  Committee  was  unanimous,  and 
the  House  was  practically  unanimous. 
He  felt  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  enable  the  Government  to  deal 
with  this  matter  before  the  session  was 
over,  and  with  their  assistance  and 
approval  he  hoped  to  do  so.     He  had 


already  given  instructions  to  have  a 
Bill  drafted.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  bring  in  a  general  Revenue  Bill,, 
and  whether  the  Bill  he  promised  would 
be  a  separate  Bill  of  two  or  three  clauses, 
or  would  be  incorporated  in  the  Revenue 
Bill  he  had  yet  to  consider,  because 
he  had  to  consult  with  his  experts  and 
with  the  authorities  of  the  House.  He 
had  not  wished  to  give  merely  a  sym- 
pathetic answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ashford,  but  a  promise,  and  he 
meant  to  redeem  that  promise  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Opposition. 

♦Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) 
said  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
rural  districts  of  the  country,  viz.,  the 
working  of  the  Small  Holdings  Act. 
The  Act  had  aroused  the  greatest 
possible  interest,  and  the  highest 
possible  hope  in  the  rural  districts.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  months  20,000  applica- 
tions had  been  made  for  land,  most  of 
them  perfectly  substantial  and  sound. 
But  they  represented  only  a  small  parb  of 
the  enormous  number  of  people  who  were 
waiting  to  see  how  the  Act  worked  before 
they  put  in  applications.  At  present 
very  little  had  been  done  except  to 
inquire  into  the  applications.  The 
amount  of  land  which  had  been  actually 
granted  was  very  insignificant,  and  the 
amount  of  land  proposed  to  be  dealt 
with  under  all  the  schemes  that  had 
been  submitted  came  to  a  very 
small  fraction  of  the  total  demand. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
delay  could  not  be  justified.  He  believed 
there  were  a  great  many  reasons  for  it. 
He  knew  that  the  county  council  of 
Oxfordshire  were  doing  a  great  deal  of 
work  under  the  Act,  and  that  there 
was  much  to  be  said  for  the  present 
policy  of  the  Commissioners  in  not 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  county 
councils  too  soon  because^  obviously^ 
they  must  wait  and  see  how  the  Act  waa 
going  to  work  before  the  Commissioners 
stepped  in.  But  if  the  delay  waa 
justifiable  it  made  the  argument  all  the 
stronger  for  saying  that  they  must 
make  quite  sure  that  sooner  or  later 
the  Act  was  going  to  succeed.  What 
he  wanted  to  know  was  whether 
the  Small  Holdings  Commissioners 
at     the     present      time      were     really 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


•2051 


Adjownment 


{COMMONS}  (Auiumn  SUiings).  2052 


doing  all  that  was  necessary  to 
guarantee  success.  Were  they  carrying 
out  their  present  duties  in  such  a  way 
as  to  ensure  that  every  suitable  applicant 
would  be  able  to  get  the  land  which  he 
required  ?  He  did  not  mean  the  actual 
piece  of  land  that  a  man  asked  for, 
but  whether  the  Ck>mmissioners  were 
carrying  out  their  duties  in  such 
a  way  as  to  ensure  that  a  man  would 
get  the  amount  of  land  he  required. 
He  thought  not,  and  he  would  give 
his  reasons  for  so  thinking.  Under 
Clause  2  of  this  Act  the  Commis- 
sioners were  required  to  ascertain 
for  themselves  the  extent  of  the 
demand  and  the  means  by  which 
that  demand  could  be  reasonably 
satisfied.  That  was  the  substance  of  the 
second  section  of  the  Act.  If  it  had  any 
meaning  at  all  it  meant  that  the 
Commissioners  ought  to  know  not 
merely  the  sum  total  of  the  applications, 
but  the  amount  of  land  required  by,  and 
the  name  of  each  applicant.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  it  was  true  to  say  that  out  of 
the  20,000  applications  that  had  been  sent 
in  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had  no  de- 
tailed knowledge  of  more  than  2,000 ;  that 
so  far  as  the  remainder  were  concerned 
they  had  only  the  information  supplied 
by  the  various  county  coimcils  that  18,000 
applications  had  been  received.  He  did 
not  think  that  with  regard  to  any 
of  the  whole  20,000  applications  they 
could  at  the  moment  say  what  was 
the  name  of  each  applicant,  the  amount 
of  land  he  required,  or  the  date  of  his 
application.  They  certainly  could  not 
say  so  with  regard  to  18,000  of  them,  and 
yet  that  information  ought  to  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
because  until  they  had  got  a  proper  record 
of  the  applications  it  was  impossible  to 
tell  what  was  the  extent  of  the  demand. 
They  had  been  told  that  the  county 
coimcils  had  this  information  and  that 
they  were  always  able  and  willing  to 
give  the  information  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  if  it  was  applied  for.  That 
might  be  so,  but  there  was  no  real  guaran- 
tee whatever  that  the  county  councils  had 
got  the  information  in  the  right  form. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  county 
councils  preserved  particulars  of  all  the 
applications  they  received,  including 
applications  rejected  by  them,  and  the 
reasons  for  such  rejections.     He  thought 
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the  Board  of  Agriculture  would  be  in  a 
far   stronger    position   if    they   had  in 
their  own  possession  the  actual  record 
of  the  demand  made.     The  Committee 
were  told  that  that  would  entail  a  great 
amount  of  work  and  much  duplication. 
Surely  more    Commissioners     ought    if 
necessary  to  be  appointed  to  see  that  the 
Act  was  properly  carried  out.     If  there 
was  a  proper  register  of  all  the  applica- 
tions the    delay    at   present    occurring 
would  not  greatly  matter,  because  thev 
could  say  to  each  applicant :   "  Althougi 
there  is  at  present  a  difficulty  in  getting 
the  land  you  want,  sooner  or  later  it 
will  be  provided.    Your  application  is  on 
the  books  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and    if  your  claim  is  good  you  will  get 
the  land."     That  in  itself  would  do  good, 
because  many  of  these  applicants  had  not 
much   faith  in  county  councils,  and  if 
they  knew  that  their   application  was 
recorded  in  the  books  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  they  would  be  more  inclined 
to  hold  on.     It  would  also  be  a  check  upon 
the  county  councils.    After  all,  sooner  or 
later,   the    Commissioners    would    have 
to  take  action.     There  would  be  manj 
cases    with  which    the    county    council 
would  not  be  able  to  grapple.      There- 
fore    he     wanted    to    see     the    CJom- 
missioners     prepare    the     ground    now 
so     that    there    would    be     a     proper 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  he  did  not  thmk 
they  could  do  that  unless  they  started 
with    a    proper    registe*-.    Then    with 
regard  to  experimental  holdings.    Under 
Clause  16  the  Commissioners  had  power 
to  acquire  land,  divide  it  up  into  small 
holdings  and  demonstrate  the  fact  that 
small  holdings  could  be  a  success.  Under 
Clause  39  they  were  empowered  to  ini- 
tiate schemes  of  co-operation  for  the  small 
holdings  they  had  established  in  this  way. 
It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  nothing 
had  been  done  to  put  those  clauses  into 
operation.    The  argument  was  that  it 
was    imnecessary    to    demonstrate   Ac 
feasibility  of  the  matter,  but  it  was  never 
superfluous  to  show  any  successful  ex- 
periment, and  if  they  could  get  colonies 
of   small   holdings    established   by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  with  a  really  good 
system  of  co-operation,  with  good  credit 
banks  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  Board,  so  far  from  that  being  a  dis- 
couragement   to    the    county     councils 
it  would  form  a  niost  instructive  and 
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valuable  inducement  to  them  to  put 
the  Act  more  fully  into  operation  than 
"they  did  at  present.  It  was  idle  to 
argue  that  because  experimental  holdings 
were  started  in  a  county  there  would  be 
<lifficulty  in  enforcing  the  other  pro- 
visions ot  the  Small  Holdings  Act.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  put  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  a  much  better' 
Dosition  for  saying  to  the  county  councils: 
*'  We  require  yV)u  to  carry  out  schemes, 
and  to  start  small  holdings,"  if  they 
themselves  had  shown  the  way. 
It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  should  reconsider 
their  policy  on  those  two  points  if  they 
really  wished  to  make  the  Act  a  success. 

♦Mr.  MONTAGU  (Cambridgeshire,  Ches- 
terton) said  that  no  one  who  had  listened 
to  the  debate  could  have  failed  to 
realise  the  importance  of  the  subject  to 
those  who  lived  in  agricultural  districts, 
and  the  great  misgivings  they  had  on 
the  subject,  and  all  those  interested  in 
the  Small  Holdings  Act  ought  to  be 
grateful  to  his  hon.  friend  who  had 
played  so  large  a  part  in  directing  Parlia- 
mentary attention  to  the  working  of 
the  A'^t.  He  himself  represented  a 
part  of  a  county  where  the  Act  was 
working,  he  thought,  remarkably  well. 
Ten  thousand  acres  of  land  had  been 
applied  for.  A  large  number  of  local 
inquiries  had  been  held  by  a  small 
committee,  and  even  with  the  most 
energetic  application  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  there  must  inevitably  be  a 
very  great  delay  in  the  working  of  it. 
In  scattered  districts  the  applications 
required  a  large  amount  of  time  and 
travelling,  and  a  scheme  had  then  to 
be  put  forward,  and  the  committee  had 
to  get  the  county  council  to  consent  to 
put  forward  a  scheme.  Therefore,  he 
did  not  feel  despondent  about  Cambridge- 
shire, where  three  farms  had  already 
been  bought,  and  where  the  county 
rouncil  was  putting  itself  with  great 
determination  to  satisfy  the  demands, 
although  it  realised  that  if  the  existing 
demand  was  to  be  satisfied  before  Michael- 
mas, 1910,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
acquire  land  at  the  rate  of  500  acres 
per  month.  He  couH  not  speak  too 
highly  of  the  patriotism  of  the  com- 
mittee which  hid  set  an  example  to  the 
whole '  country.     The  demand  for  small 


holdings  was  necessarily  greatest  where 
experiments  showed  that  small  holdings 
were  a  success,  and  the  problem  which 
the  county  council  had  to  face  was  the 
application  for  nearly  all  the  land  in  a 
parish  where  it  was  already  farmed  by 
small  holders  from  whom  they  could  not 
even  if  they  would  take  land.  He  wished 
there  'had  been  a  provision  adequately 
to  compensate  sitting  tenants,  but  that 
wag  '*cho8e  jugee,^*  It  showed  that 
the  way  to  get  a  demand  for  small 
holdings  was  to  prove  in  particular 
parishes  how  well  they  worked,  and  it  also 
showed  the  great  need  for  not  hesitating 
any  longer  to  put  into  force  those  por- 
tions of  the  Act  which  entitled  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  start  experi- 
mental small  holdings.  As  reg  rds 
other  counties  he  would  remind  the 
representative  of  the  Board  that  one 
great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
successful  working  of  the  Act  was  the 
timidity  on  the  part  of  those  for  whom 
the  Act  was  designed.  The  Board  should 
make  it  obvious  to  possible  applicants 
that  even  if  they  feared  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  county  council,  at  any 
rate  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  they 
might  fearlessly  make  their  applications 
and  be  greeted  sympathetically.  He 
would  give  an  experience  of  his  own 
with  regard  to  a  scheme  for  small  hold- 
ings before  the  Act  came  into  force. 
Certain  of  his  friends  desired  to  start 
a  scheme.  Public  meetings  were  held, 
and  applicants  were  asked  to  stay 
behind  and  give  in  their  names  if  they 
would  take  small  holdings,  but  no 
applicant  ever  stayed  behind.  A  canvass 
from  door  to  door  of  possible  applicants 
was  imdertaken,  by  people  interested 
in  the  scheme,  but  no  applications  were 
received.  It  locked  almost  hone^ess  to 
start  small  holdings  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, but  when,  in  enthusiasm,  the 
gentlemen  interested  took  the  land  and 
got  it  ready,  in  a  very  few  weeks  there 
were  more  applications  for  small  hold- 
ings than  could  possibly  be  satisfied, 
and  the  explanation  was  that  no  man 
was  going  to  mark  himself  as  being  dis- 
contented with  his  lot  imtil  the  land  he 
was  going  to  till  was  there  under  his 
eyes.  His  object  in  quoting  that  was 
that  these  were  exceptional  cases.  It 
was  the  case  that  there  was  distrust 
of    small    holdings    in    some    districtiaJc 
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particularly  where  the  people  had  not 
been  shown  their  feasibility  or  utility. 
But  everybody  must  acknowledge  that 
in  some  districts  there  were  great  objec- 
tions to  small  holdings.  Many  men 
dwelling  in  the  country  did  not  want 
to  see  them,  and  many  speeches  were 
made  against  them,  and  a  large  amount 
of  the  delay  in  the  working  of  the  Act 
was  caused  by  the  objection  tp  the 
establishment  of  small  holdings,  and 
on  the  other  hand,  by  fear  on  lie  part 
of  possible  applicants  that  a  desire  for 
small  holdings  might  militate  against 
them.  Under  those  circumstances  he 
would  implore  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  go  out  of  its  way  to  advertise  through- 
out the  country  its  earnest  desire,  which 
all  knew  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had,  to  ensure  the  good 
working  of  this  Act,  and  to  demonstrate 
to  the  people  who  were  going  to  apply 
for  small  holdings  the  best  methods 
of  cultivating  the  land.  He  further 
thanked  the  Government  for  consenting 
to  pay  half  the  expenses  incurred,  in 
inquiries,  but  hoped  they  would  eventu- 
ally pay  the  whole  cost,  for  the  rates 
must  be  carefully  safeguarded  if  the  Act 
was  to  be  a  success. 

The  TKEASURER  op  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
setshire, S.)  said  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
Members  for  Henley  and  Cambridge  that 
their  fe&rs  were  really  groundless.  If 
they  had  been  able  to  make  inquiries,  as 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  had  been  making 
and  were  continiiing  to  make  into  the 
working  of  the  Act  by  the  various  county 
councils,  they  would  be  quite  satisfied 
that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the 
county  councils  were  doing  their  very 
utmost  to  put  the  Act  into  force,  and 
that  they  had  done  an  immense  amount 
of  work  and  almost  as  much  as  could  be 
expected  of  them  in  the  short  time  which 
had  been  at  their  disposal  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  Reference  had  beeiji 
made  by  his  hon.  friend  to  the  number 
of  applications.  Some  19,000  applica- 
tions had  been  received  for  somewhat 
over  300,000  acres  of  land.  When  the 
Report  asked  for  by  his  hon.  friend  was 
printed  and  circulated,  his  hon.  friend 
would  know  a  great  deal  more  of  the 
details,  and  it  would,  he  believed,  make 
it  clear  that  the  Board  had  done  very 

Mr,  Montagu, 


useful  work.  He  regretted  with  his  hon. 
friend  that  the  Report  was  not  in  tKe 
hands  of  hon.  Members  at  the  present 
moment.  But  that  was  not  any  fault 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  They  had 
brought  up  the  Return  to  30th  June 
last,  and  th^  Report  was  now  in  th 
hands  of  the  printers.  It  did  not  rest 
with  the  Board  of  Agriculture  as  to  hov 
soon  it  would  be  circulated,  but  with  the 
Stationery  Office,  and  he  hoped  there 
might  be  no  great  delay  but  that  the 
Report  would  be  shortly  in  the  hands 
of  hon.  Members. 

Mr.  ROWLANDS  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
Has  there  not  been  great  delay  in  getting 
it  from  the  printers  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  said  not 
more  than  usual.  Like  the  two  hon. 
Members  who  had  just  spoken,  he  was  an 
enthusiast  in  the  matter  of  small  hold- 
ings; and,  like  them,  not  only  did  he 
represent  a  county  division,  but  he  abo 
lived  in  the  county  he  represented,  and 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  working  of 
local  administration.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  short  time  the  Act  Bad 
been  in  force,  and  other  considera- 
tions, he  contended  that  the  countv 
councils  had  done  their  very  utmost 
and  there  was  no  doubt  they  were  most 
anxious  to  put  the  Act  into  force.  It 
was  only  a  question  of  giving  the  county 
councils  time.  It  would  be  seen  in  the 
Report  when  published  that  2,000  Actef- 
of  land  had  been  either  bought  or  leased 
by  county  councils  up  to  30th  June,  but 
his  hon.  friends  wovdd  be  interested  to 
know  that  since  then  a  further  1,00V 
acres  or  more  had  been  applied  for  under 
schemes.  Sooner  or  later  every  appli- 
cant would  be  able  to  get  land,  provided 
he  was  suitable  and  qualified  to  take  a 
small  holding,  having  the  necessary 
capital,  and  ready,  perhaps  at  some 
inconvenience  to  himself,  to  move  out  of 
his  particular  district,  and  not  insist 
that  he  must  have  land  provided  for  him 
at  his  back  door  or  even  within  a  mile 
or  two  of  his  home.  Every  applicant 
had,  of  course,  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  There  were 
numerous  applicants  who  were  dissatis- 
fied and  had  appealed  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  in  every  case  the  Board 
had  investigated  the  case  and  seen 
that    justice   was  ,done.    There   was    a 
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case  the  other  day  which  showed  that 
county    councils    were    not    always    to 
blame.     In  the  county  of  Dorset  a  very 
good  farm  consisting  of  1,100  acres  was 
ofiered.     It  was  inspected  by  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  held  to  be  entirely  suitable.     The 
council  were  prepared  to  take  the  farm 
at   £450   a   year.     There   were   a   good 
farmhouse    and   buildings   and   a    good 
water  supply.     When  the  county  council 
ofEered  it  to  the  applicants  there  were 
twenty-two  in  number,   but  when   the 
in  qui  y  was  held  only  one  of  the  appli- 
cants was  willing  to  take  one  of  the  smal 
holdings  of  thirty  or  forty  acres,  the  farm 
being  considered  too  far  away  from  the 
place  where  they  lived.    He  also  assured 
his  hon.  friend  that  the  Commissioners 
were  doing  their  duty  admirably,  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
way  they  were  carrying  out  the  Act. 
They  were,  indeed,  most  anxious  to  see 
that    the    Act    should    be    carried    out. 
He  had  already  informed  his  hon.  friend 
in  answer  to  a  Question  that  the  noble 
Lord    the   President   of  the    Board   of 
Agriculture  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  go  to  the  expense  and  the  trouble  of 
having  a  separate  register  kept  of  every 
single  applicant.  His  noble  friend  thought 
it  was  quite  sufficient  to  leave  the  details 
in  charge  of  the  county  council, who  could 
get  at  any  time  the  name  and  occupation 
of  any  man  in  the  county.  At  the  same 
-time,  his  noble  friend  had  reports  giving 
a   certain  amount  of  details  as  to  the 
applicants    and    their    professions,   but 
what,  of  course,  the  Board  relied  upon 
principally  was  that  at  any  moment  they 
<?ould  call  upon  the  county  council  to 
irive  information  as  regarded  not  only 
the  total  number  of  applicants  in  any 
particular    district,  but    any    particular 
application.    It   was   not   necessary  to 
appoint   more    Commissioners,    because 
the  county  councils  must  carry  out  the 
obligations  placed  upon  them  in  resp  ct 
of   the  details  of  the  Act.     It  was  the 
essence    of    the    Act   that    the    county 
councils  should  carry  out  the  whole  of 
-the    details,    re  erving    power    to    act 
to  the  Pres'dent  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
etilture.    He    could    assure   the    House 
that    Lord    Carrington    would    not    be 
afraid  to  act  if  the  county  councils  refused 
to  carry  out  their  duties  ;     but  at  the 
-present  moment  there  was  nothing  to 
.ead    him  to  suppose  that   the    county 


councils  did  not  intend  to  carry  oiit  their 
duties  or  were  not  carrying  them  out  at 
the  present  time.  As  regarded  the 
question  of  putting  Section  16  into  force, 
there  again  it  was  perfectly  clear  to 
everyone  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  would  be  unable  to  put 
that  section  into  force,  because  he 
would  be  only  able  to  do  so  if  the 
Board,  after  inquiry,  thought  it  advis- 
abl'=^  to  do  so  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  small  holdings  in  any  county. 
But,  up  to  the  present,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  was  quite 
satisfied,  and  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  put  the  section  into  force.  With 
regard  to  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridgeshire  had  said  in  the  matter  of 
the  Board  setting  up  experimental  farms 
showing  the  best  means  and  modes  of 
cultivation,  he  had  great  sympathy  with 
the  idea,  not  only  as  regarded  small 
holdings  but  as  regarded  large  holdings. 
It  was,  however,  impossible  for  the 
Board  to  set  up  these  experimental 
farms  under  the  Act,  and  he  could  assure 
his  hon.  friend  and  the  House  generally 
that  the  Board,  from  the  President 
down  to  the  Commissioners,  were  doing 
everything  in  their  power  to  facilitate  the 
easy  working  of  the  Act  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  land  by  suitable  applicants,  and 
he  was  sure  that  if  his  hon.  friends  were 
only  patient  they  would  see  in  a  very 
short  time  a  very  large  number  of  men 
established  in  small  holdings^ 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,  Newton) 
said  he  was  sorry  to  intervene  at  that 
hour,  especially  when  he  knew  that  the 
thoughts  of  Ministers  and  Members  were 
far  from  there ;  but  the  fault  was  not  his. 
He  intended  on  the  Home  Office  Vote  to 
raise  one  or  two  questions,  but  owing  to 
the  limited  time  given  to  that  very 
important  Department  he  was  unable  to 
raise  the  question,  and  because  of  that 
inability  he  was  compelled  to  keep  the 
Home  Secretary  there  that  afternoon. 
The  first  question  he  wished  to  raise  was 
with  reference  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  Some 
six  months  ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
received  a  deputation  from  the  island— — 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  am  very  doubtful 
if  the  Isle  of  Man  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Home  Secretary. 

Mr.  SEDDON  :  I  have  here  the  report 
of  the  deputation  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man Digitized  by  LnOOglC 
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♦Mb.  SPEAKER:  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  develop  his  argu- 
ments. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  only  wanted  an 
cssurance  from  the  Home  Secretary. 
The  deputation,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  remember,  waited  upon  him 
in  February  of  this  year.  According  to 
the  report,  the  Home  Secretary's  attitude 
was  sympathetic  throughout,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intimated  that 
he  was  convinced  of  the  desirability 
of  reform.  The  deputation  asked  that 
a  more  democratic  state  of  affairs  should 
be  brought  about  that  would  approximate 
more  to  the  democratic  character  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  and  that  the  Governor 
should  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  years 
and  not  for  life.  They  abo  asked  that 
the  Legislative  Chamber  should  be  partly 
elected  and  partly  nominated. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  would  surely 
require  legislation.  That  could  not  be 
done  upon  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  Home 
Secretary,  but  must  be  done  by  a  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  extremely 
sorry,  but  it  was  quite  evident  that  the 
deputation  thought  the  Home  Secretary 
had  the  power  of  giving  them  the  relief 
they   sought.    However,   he   would  not 
pursue  the  subject  further,  except  to  ask 
whether   it   was   true   that   the   Island 
Authority  had  sent  a  secret  document 
on  the  subject  to  the  Home  Secretary,  as 
was  freely  rumoured  in  the  Island.    All 
he  wanted  was  a  statement  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  no  such  document 
had  been  received,  and  that  when  the 
question  was  treated  it  would  be  treated 
on  its  merits.    He  turned  to  the  other 
question,  which  was  of  great  importance. 
It  was  the  question  of  dock  regulations. 
Two  years  ago  when  a  certain  Bill  was 
before    the     House    certain    gentleman 
interested  in  the  shipping  trade  used  their 
influence   and   made  representations  to 
certain  Members,  including  himself,  to 
remove  their  opposition  to  the  Light  Dues 
Bill.     On  that  Bill  he  put  down  a  block- 
ing   Motion,    so    that    the    shipowners 
should  meet  the  representatives  of  the 
dockers  in  friendly  conference  with  refer- 
ence to  a  Memorandum  sent  out  in  1904. 
On   that  occasion   one   or  two   of   the 
shipowners  met  one  or  two  representa- 
tives of  the  dock  workers,  and  a  friendly 
arrangement   was   understood   to    exist 
that    the    former    at    some    time    in 


the     immediate     future     would     meet 
the   dock    workers    in    conference   wiih 
reference    to   putting    the^e    refnilaticn-* 
into     operation.    The     regulations    he 
referred  to  were  issued  in  1904,  and  thr« 
years  grace  was  given.    The  three  years 
had    elapsed,    and    last    January    tk 
regulations  were  supposed  to  come  into 
operation.      The   particular    regulatiors 
to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Home  Secretary  were  those  refer- 
ring to  the  loading  and  unloading  of 
ships.    In  Paragraph  6  of  the  Memoran- 
dum it  was  stated  quite  clearly  what 
were  the  functions  and  duties  of  ship- 
owners.   It  was  stated  that  ei'^her  ladders 
should   be  attached   to   the  hatchways, 
where     they    should     be     vertical,   or 
there  should  be    handrails.     His     com- 
plaint was  that  these   regulations  were 
honoured  in  the  breach.  He  was  informed 
that  two  shipping  firms  in  Liverpool  had 
tried  to  carry  out   the   regulations,  but 
none    of    the    others    had.     The    dock 
inspector   reported    and    reported,    but 
nothing   furtiier   was   done,    and    now, 
instead  of  the  other  shipowners  carrying 
out  the  regulations,  they  were  using  their 
influence  to  compel   the   two   shippiDg 
companies  who  were  using  ladders  to 
take  them  away,  because  the  Home  Ofifice 
was  not  concerned  in  carrying  out  the 
regulations  in  the  Memorandum.      His 
complaint  was  that  the  inspectors  were 
helpless   and   hopeless.    They    reported 
and  reported,  and  that  was  the  end  of 
their  operations.    There  was  no  hope  of 
bringing    about    a    change    unless    the 
inspectors  were  instructed  to  prosecute 
the  shipowners  for  not  carrying  out  the 
regulations.      He  held  that  any  regula- 
tion or  law  that  was  not  put  into  opera- 
tion destroyed  the  moral  influence  of  that 
House  and  the  public  respectively,  and 
when  he  read  in  the  paper  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  made  by  a  leading  ship- 
owner in  the  North  of  England,  and  not 
distantly    removed    from    one    of    the 
members  of  the  Cabinet — ^he  referred  to 
Sir  Walter  Rimciman — ^he  was  not  at  aD 
surprised  that  the  shipowners  had  not 
carried  out  the   regulations  laid  down 
by  the  Home  Office.    Sir  Walter  Runci- 
man,  speaking  the  other  day,  said  t^at 
whenever    the  Government    introduced 
legislation  into  conoimercia]  affairs  they 
always  made  a  mess  of  it.    He  had  « 
list    of    various    accidents    whioh    had 
occurred  at  the  various  docks  in  the 
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aiintry.  He  could  give  the  right  hon. 
rentleman  the  names  of  ships  that  had 
een  lying  in  the  docks  at  Liverpool 
''hich  had  no  means  of  access  at  all  so 
%T  as  the  holds  were  concerned.  He 
rould  give  one  only.  The  vessel 
rsLQ  owned  by  the  Dublin  Steamship 
Company,  and  was  named  the  "  Kil- 
:enny."  Some  time  ago  one  of  the 
Lockers  was  engaged  trimming  coal. 
7 here  was  no  means  of  access  or  egress. 
?his  man  went  down  to  trim  coal  which 
►egan  to  move.  The  man  was  in  dinger 
►f  being  smothered,  and  one  of  the  other 
Lockers  had  to  straddle  across  the  hatch- 
way and  pull  him  up  by  a  rope.  His  life 
vas  saved,  but  he  was  considerably 
cruised. 

*The  secretary  op   state  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 


lation  woidd  be  necessary  to  make  any 
alteration,  but  it  was  his  impression 
that  certain  changes  in  the  constitution 
could  be  made  without  reference  to 
Parliament.  With  regard  to  the  specific 
question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member, 
there  was  no  f oiindation  for  the  statement 
that  any  communication  had  been  made 
to  the  Home  Office.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  docks  he  thought  he  could 
show  his  hon.  friend  that  the  case  was  rot 
so  bad.  The  regulations  had  in  fact 
been  enforced  in  a  great  many  cases,  but 
there  were  great  difficulties.  He  did  not 
gather  that  the  hon.  Member  made  any 
complaint  with  regard  to  shore  work 
but  limited  his  remarks  to  ships.  He 
gave  the  case  of  the  steamship  "  Kil- 
kenny," but  so  much  of  the  regulations 
affecting  the  vessel  as  require  structural 
alterations    only    came     into    force    in 


>TONE,  Leeds,  W.) :   Was  that  this  year  ?    January  this  year.    He  could  not  say, 

♦Mr.  SEDDON   thought   it  was   last 
^ear,    before    the   regulations    came   in 


therefore,  whether  or  no  there  was  any 
failure  to  enforce  the  regulations  in  that 

Eorce,  but  his  complaint  was  that  in  th^  j  P^^^^^^^*'  ^»se. 
caeantime  no   attempt  had  been   made  I      Mr.  SEDDON  :   I  only  ga  ve  the  case 
to  secure  greater  safety  for  the  dockers,  j  because  the  ship  at  the  present  time  is 
t^.e    asked    the    right    hon.    Gentleman    in  the  same  position. 

^B^^nLi^'^oiST''^^  !  ^ .!Mr.  GLADSTONE  agreed  there  was 

mation  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  ship-    difficulty  with  regard  to  regulations  so 

owners  who  were  wilfully  ignoring  these  i  ^r  as  ships  were  concerned,  and  especially 

regulations,  which  were  in  the  interest    H^    *|^^    ^*«^  ^^    ^^^^^^^    «^^P«; .    ^here 

of  life  and   limb    of   those  engaged  i^  ;  \ad  been  two  prosecutions  in  Liverpool 

docking.     If  the  right   hon.    Gentleman  i  ^)'l  y^'^'h  ^nd  during  April  the  services 

T^^as     unable     to     take     that     course,    ^J  ^^^  inspectors  were  wholly  devoted 

then    let    him    call    a     conference    of  j  ^?  *^^  ^^f  *^^/^- :?^  f^;^^^^^^ 

shipowners    and    dockers,    or    let    him  '  ^^^f  ^     They  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sexton 

receive  a  deputation  of  dockers'  ^epre- ,  ^^^  ^^^«  *«^  ^^^^«  ^^T**^^- f  ^^^«^*^^^^^ 

sentatives,  and  he  would  have  such  an    f^'-d      they     asked      him     to      supply 

unanswerable  case  presented  that    from    ^^^^^  T'*^    particulars    of    the    casea 

humanitarian  motives    alone  he  would    T.  *^*d     m     mmd,     but    no    answer 


enforce  the  regulations  and  compel  the 
shipowners  to  carry  out  their  obligations 
in  the  interests  of  the  dockers. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  said  it  was  true 
that  he  received  a  deputation  from  the 
Isle  of  Man.  He  agreed  generally  with 
the  case  in  favour  of  the  reform  of  certain 
institutions  and  gave  a  generally  sym- 
pathetic reply.  If  the  matter  had  not 
proceeded  further  it  was  entirely  on 
account  of  want  of  time.  The  constitu- 
tion of  the  Isle  of  Man,  which  was  interest- 
ing and  historic,  raised  all  sorts  of  diffi- 


had  yet  been  received  from  him.  As 
soon  as  the  particulars  were  received 
from  him  they  would  be  closely  ex- 
amined. The  superintending  inspector 
for  the  division  was  ready  to  meet  Mr. 
Sexton  at  an  early  date  in  Liverpool 
so  that  he  might  personally  investigate 
the  question  of  enforcing  the  regulations. 
He  did  not  know  that  he  could  say 
anything  more  at  the  present  moment 
except  that  their  inspectors  had  found 
considerable  difficulty  from  the  lack 
of  assistance  given  by  the  workers. 
There  had  also  been  a  noticeable  falling 


cult  questions  on  a  small  scale,  which  off  in  complaints.  In  1905  there  were 
were  by  no  means  easy  to  manage.  I  sixty-eight  complaints ;  in  1906,  twenty- 
He  could  not  say  to  what  extent  legis-    five  ;  and  in  1907,  only  sixteen,  of  whick 
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seven  referred  to  foreign  vessels.  That 
was  an  indication  that  a  -great  deal 
had  been  done.  The  inspectors  would 
be  greatly  assisted  if  the  dockers  con- 
cerned gave  them  more  direct  and 
immediate  information.  He  hoped  his 
statement  would  be  satisfactory. 

♦Mr.  CLELAND  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton)  ' 
said  he  was  loth  to  enter  into  the  debate, 
but   his   intervention   was   justified   by 
the  importance  of  the  question  he  had 
to  lay  before  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  I 
He  thought  it  was  common  knowledge 
that  the  state  of  trade  at  the  present 
moment  in  this  coimtry  was  far  from 
satisfactory,  and  he  knew  of  no  place  j 
which  had  suffered  so  acutely  and  where  I 
the  industrial  crisis  was  anything  like  so 
serious  as  it  was  at  present  in  the  West 
of    Scotland.    He    desired    particularly 
to  point  out  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  three  or  four  weeks  they  would 
be   face   to   face   with   a   most   serious 
state  of  affairs  which,  he  ventured  to 
hope,  the  Government  would  do  some- 
thing to  relieve.    He  had  lived  in  Glasgow 
for  many  years,   but   he   knew   of  no 
time  during  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
even   in   winter,   when  things  were   as 
bad  as  they  were  at  present.     The  ship- 
building industry  was  practically  at  a 
standstill,  and  although  they  were  fortu- 
nate in  not  having  to  depend  entirely 
upon  on8  industry,  still  all  the  industries 
were  slack,  and  the  extreme  slackness 
in    shipbuilding    had    hit    every    single 
industry  on  the  Clyde  and  the  western 
counties.     If    that    was    their    problem 
in  the  summer  time,  what  was  it  going 
to    be    in    the    winter?      With   regard 
to    what    had    happened    between    the 
Scottish  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  local  distress  committee,  he  pointed 
^ut  that  some  months  ago  a  local  fund 
was  opened  for  the  alleviation  of  distress 
in  order  to  aid  the  local  committee  in 
putting   into    operation   the    provisions 
oi  the  Act  of  1905.    They  raised  locally 
£8,000,  since  which  time  they  had  con- 
tributed £4,000,  which  was  more  than  the 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom 
had  raised.     They  had  up  to  the  present 
moment  received  in  grants  £9,600.     In 
other   words,    they   had   raised    locally 
almost  £12,000,  and  received  in  grants 
under  £10,000,  compared  with  London, 
which    raised    £500,    and    received    in 
^ants  £63,000,   and  Edinburgh,   which 
Mr.  Gladstone. 


raised  £500  and  received  in  grants  £6,600. 
The  Scottish  Local  Government  Board 
on  1st  February  issued  a  circular  letter 
to  the  distress   committees  in  Scotland. 
In  that  letter  it  was  pointed  out  very  pro- 
perly that  the  distress  committees  should 
not     consider    that     their    work     wa 
circiunscribed  and  limited  to  the  winter 
months.     That  was  perfectly  clear  and 
fair,  but  what  the  circular  did  not  state— 
and  in  this  matter  he  did  not  wish  to  im- 
pute any  blame  to  the  Scottish  Local 
Grovemment    Board — was     that    if  the 
distress  committees  did  not  ask  for  tlie 
total  sum  they  wanted  before  31st  Maich, 
no  fresh  grants  could  be  given  in  the  inter- 
vening months  between   1st   April  and 
1st  August.     Possibly  all  distress  com- 
mittees ought  to  know  the    provisioiB 
and  rules  under  which  the  Treasury  acte^ 
but  unfortimately  the.  Glasgow  Distra 
Committee  were  ignorant  of  the  Treasmj 
rules  when  they  responded  to  the  circfi- 
lar  of  the  Scottish  Local   Govemnifflt 
Board.     They  told  the    Board    in   clar 
and   unambiguous   language   that  thej 
wished  a  certain  sum  to  carry  out  tiar 
work  up  to  31st    March    and    a  little 
beyond.     They  did  not  ask  for  mofe,  be- 
cause  they  hoped  the  present  colkpee 
was  temporary,  and  they  did  noi  ^esie 
to  put  forward  a  large  lump  sum  unt^ 
they  were  able  to  verify  what  the  require- 
ments would  be  in  the  next  few  months. 
He  ventured  to  think  that  that  was  a 
reasonable    and    businesslike     way    of 
setting  about  the  matter.     Weeks  passed, 
and  some  weeks  after  31st  March  the  dis- 
tress committees  appealed  to  the  Scotti4 
Local  Government  Board,  and  then,  they 
were  told  that  not  one  penny  piece  further 
could  be  forthcoming  before  the  end  of 
August.    He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into 
the   matter   of  the   somewhat    strained 
relationship  which  then  ensued  between 
the  committee  and  the  Scottish    Locd 
Government  Board.     It  was  sufficient  to 
say  that  eventually  a  very  serious  cri:^^ 
was  just  averted.     The  Distress  Committi 
threatened  to  resign,  and  that  would  hav« 
meant  that  800  men  would  have   beea 
thrown  on  the  streets  of  Glasgow.      Thai 
crisis  was,  however,  avoided  because  tb 
Glasgow    Corporation    very    generousi] 
came  forward  and  provided  funds  in  ordei 
to  carry  out  the  work  and  prevent  thotsi 
men  being  thrown  on  the  streets.      H< 
knew  that  charges  had  been  made  again^i 
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the  Glasgow  Distress  Committee,  but  he 
fancied  those  charges  had  not  been  based 
on  plain  facts.  They  were  told,  for  ezamp  e, 
that  they  had  been  paying  the  men  more 
wages  than  they  received  when  in  their  re- 
gular employment.  That  was  not  the  case. 
He  had  taken  out  the  figures  with  con- 
siderable care,  and  he  found  that  the 
average  wages  of  these  men  in  their 
previous  employment  were  2l8.  7d.  per 
week,  whereas  at  the  relief  works  at 
Palacerigg  they  were  13s.  2d.  Then 
they  were  told  that  Palacerigg  was 
attractive,  and  that  it  was  a  pleasant 
holiday  for  the  men  to  go  out  there. 
Palacerigg  was  some  600  acres  in  extent, 
about  fSteen  miles  from  Glasgow,  and 
was  land  which  the  distress  com- 
mittee had  acquired  for  afEorestation 
and  reclamation.  It  was  one  of  the 
bleakest  and  dreariest  places  in  the 
whole  of  the  West  of  Scotland,  and 
after  he  had  spent  some  hours  there  the 
other  day  he  did  not  want  to  see  the 
place  again.  Then  they  were  told  in 
addition  that  some  of  the  men  had  been 
wastrels,  that  some  of  them  had  been 
seen  going  in  and  out  of  public-houses, 
and  that  some  of  them  were  shirkers. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  was  true  to  some 
extent,  but  in  an  aggregation  of  people 
out  of  work  they  were  bound  to  find  a 
certain  proportion  of  men  who  were  not 
proper  recipients  of  this  form  of  relief ; 
but  what  he  contended — and  he  had 
gone  into  the  matter  with  some  local 
knowledge  and  devoted  some  amount  of 
time  and  care  to  the  question — ^was  that 
these  men  and  the  work  they  performed 
would  bear  favourable  comparison  with 
that  of  other  distress  committees.  But 
they  would  be  face  to  face  again  with 
the  same  crisis  within  the  next  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  when  the  additional 
contribution  which  the  corporation  had 
voted  would  be  exhausted  ;  and  what 
they  felt  was  that,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  they  raised  so  much  more 
money  than  any  other  place,  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  get  still 
further  local  subscriptions.  They 
did  not  ask  for  favours ;  they  only 
asked  that  they  should  be  treated 
proportionately  as  other  cities  had 
been  treated.  He  had  always  held 
the  view  that  this  system  of  giving  doles 
and  subscriptions  in  carr3ring  out  the 
Act  of  1905  was  a  totally  wrong  system. 

VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


It  would  be  far  better  to  place  the  whole 
thing  on  the  rates.  But  they  had  to  face 
accomplished  facts,  and  he  appealed 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  not  to  place 
them  in  the  unfortunate  position  of 
either  having  to  appeal  for  funds,  which, 
he  feared,  would  not  be  successful,  or 
closing  down  those  works  and  throwing 
800  men  on  the  streets  of  Glasgow  to 
swell  an  already  congested  labour  market. 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland,  if  he  exercised 
his  influence  over  the  Scottish  Local 
Government  Board,  could  help  them 
much.  He  hoped  he  would  exercise 
that  influence,  and  do  all  he  could  for 
this  great  industrial  community  in 
the  west,  in  order  that  this  sad  history 
of  misconception  and  misunderstanding 
might  not  end  in  a  local  tragedy. 

♦Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) supported  the  appeal  of  his  hon. 
friend.  In  Glasgow  and  in  many  places 
round  it  there  had  been  unemployment, 
but  the  local  authorities  and  the  people 
had  done  exceptionally  well  towards 
relieving  it.  It  seemed  rather  hard  in 
the  circumstances  that  the  distribution 
of  the  grants  had  been  conducted  along 
lines  which  were  technical  rather  than 
sympathetic.  He  hoped  that  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  grant  for  the  current 
year  some  more  generous  lines  would  be 
followed.  He  quite  recognised  that  this 
was  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  palliative, 
and  whatever  sum  of  money  was  dis- 
tributed, and  however  it  was  distributed, 
it  would  not  touch  the  root  of  the  evil. 
There  was  the  strange  phenomenon  that 
while  their  large  centres  were  overcrowded 
people  were  still  flocking  in  from  the 
country  districts.  The  problem  of  the 
town  was  the  problem  of  the  country 
too.  They  would  never  settle  the 
problem  of  the  centres  until  they  had 
settled  the  problem  of  the  outlying 
districts.  They  wanted  to  settle  more 
people  on  the  land,  and  that  could 
never  be  done  until  unused  land 
could  be  obtained  at  a  fair  price.  That 
question  would  never  be  solved  until  they 
went  on  the  principle  of  rating  land  at 
its  market  value.  They  wanted  to  im- 
prove their  farming  and  industries  in 
various  ways.  Over  and  over  again,  in 
the  county  he  represented,  people  had 
complained  that  they  had  to  pay  too  much 
for  the  land,  and  as  soon  as  they  began 
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to  improve  it  by  usefiil  work  their  assess- 
ment and  rates  went  up,  and  thereby 
development  was  checked,  opportunities 
for  employment  n  \rrowed,  and  the  labour 
market  in  the  towns  became  overcrowded. 
They  wanted,  as  far  as  they  could,  more 
direct  employment  on  the  land,  and  in 
order  to  get  that  they  must  have  such 
land  reform  which  would  give  the  culti- 
vators that  abiding  interest  in  the  land 
which  alone  would  keep  them  on  it.  It.was 
only  by  legislation  strenuously  directed 
along  these  lines  that  they  could  hope 
to  deal  effectively  with  the  evils  which 
they  deptored.  These  evils  affected  not 
only  men  and  women,  but  in  a  still 
graver  degree  the  children  of  to-day, 
who  would  be  the  men  and  women  of 
to-morrow,  because  the  homes  were  not 
what  they  might  be,  the  nourishment 
was  not  what  it  might  be,  and  children 
were  forced  into  the  labour  market  at 
far  too  early  an  age.  These  were  the 
evils  they  wanted  to  check,  and  they 
wanted  to  deal  'with  the  problem  as  a 
whole.  Palliatives  might  be  necessary  for 
the  time  being,  but  they  must  deal  with 
the  causes  of  the  evil.  They  all  recog- 
nised that  any  Minister  who  had  a 
grant  to  dispense  was  placed  in  excep- 
tional difficulties,  because  all  the  appli- 
cants believed  that  their  need  was  the 
greatest.  These  ministerial  difficulties 
would  continue  until  they  went  further 
than  palliatives  and  deah  with  the  real 
root  of  the  problem.  When  they  did 
that  he  believed  that  they  would  find 
in  many  cases  that  these  palliatives  for 
unemployment  would  prove  to  be  un- 
necessary. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)  said  that 
anybody  who  had  had  experience  of  the 
work  of  distress  committees  or  even 
voluntary  agencies  which  had  been 
dealing  with  this  question  must  know 
that  the  distress  committee  of  Glasgow 
had  been  carrying  on  their  work  during 
the  past  year  with  great  anxiety  and  at 
the  same  time  with  great  earnestness  and 
diligence  in  the  endeavour  to  cope  with 
the  evils  with  which  they  were  appointed 
to  deal.  He  was  glad  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  bearing  his  testimony 
to  the  way  they  had  conducted  their 
work.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bridgeton  divison  seemed  to  take  a 
somewhat  melancholy  view  of  the  public 

J/r.  Dundas  JFhUe. 


estimate  of  the  work  of  that  eommittee, 
and  he  had  also  spoken  of  the  misunder- 
standings, misconceptions,  and  even 
charges  made  against  their  adminis- 
tration. It  was  not  his  (Mr.  Sinclair's) 
duty  that  day  to  defend  the  work  of 
that  committee  in  detail,  but  he  might 
say  one  word  about  the  relations  between 
the  Local  Oovernment  Board  and  that 
committee.  He  could  not  find  in  the 
transactions  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  last  few  months  any  substantial 
reason  to  think  that  as  between  these 
two  authorities  there  was  really  any  con- 
siderable measure  of  misunderstanding 
or  misconception,  or,  indeed,  ill-feeling 
of  any  kind.  His  hon.  friend  put  the 
case  in  a  nutshell  when  he  mentioned 
that  the  prolonged  distress,  which  had 
continued  not  only  during  last  winter 
but  down  to  the  present  time,  had  really 
taken  everybody  by  surprise.  It  was 
never  anticipated  by  the  distress  com- 
mittee, and  certainly  not  by  the  Local 
Crovemment  Board  for  Scotland  and 
by  the  Government,  that  the  depression 
of  trade  and  want  of  employment  which 
existed  in  the  Clyde  district  was  going 
to  be  so  prolonged  as  it  had  been,  and 
it  was  that  fact  which  had  added  to  the 
anxiety  of  all  those  concerned  in  tlus 
matter  of  administration — not  only  the 
distress  conmiittee,  but  also  the  Local 
Government  Board.  It  was  the  fact 
that  they  had  been  taken  more  or  less  by 
surprise  that  had  added  considerab^ 
to  the  difficulties  of  the  situation.  It 
would  not  be  the  desire  of  his  hon. 
friends  that  he  should  go  into  detail 
with  regard  to  this  subject  now.  It  was 
a  very  simple  story.  The  end  of  the 
financial  year  was  31st  March,  and  no 
Crovemment,  unkss  it  came  to  the  Houae 
for  authority,  could  expend  money  after 
the  close  of  the  financial  year.  The 
House  had  been  very  continuously 
occupied  during  the  present  session, 
and  it  was  only  two  days  ago  that  the 
House  gave  its  sanction  to  the  further 
grant  included  in  the  Supplementary 
Estimates — a  further  grant  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Treasury  for  application 
to  this  purpose.  His  hon.  fnend  and 
those  interested  in  Glasgow  would, 
therefore,  be  relieved  to  know  that  this 
fund  was  now  with  the  Treasury,  and 
the  Government  could  now  draw  upon 
it.  He  could  also  tell  the  hon.  Member 
that   the    application    which   had    now 
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l)een  received  from  the  Glasgow  commit- 
tee by  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
for  Scotland  had  been  forwarded  by 
Ixim  to  the  Treasury  for  consideration — 
lie  hoped  favourable  consideration — 
in  connection  with  this  matter.  He 
^id  not  think  he  need  add  any  more 
to  the  general  discussion  of  the  question, 
which  was  a  very  difficult  one.  The 
TJnemployed  Act,  under  which  they  were 
working,  was  not  a  permanent  statute, 
and  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  when 
its  amendment  must  be  considered  by 
the  House.  When  that  time  would 
<3ome  it  was  not  for  him  to  say,  but 
statute  or  no  statute,  amended  or  un- 
amended, this  was  a  question  of  great 
complexity,  which  must  be  looked  at 
from  two  points  of  view — from  the  point 
of  view  of  a  melancholy  depression  of 
trade  and  also  in  the  more  favourable 
light  of  things  when  trade  was  more 
brisk.  It  was  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance, but  as  there  were  many 
varying  views,  he  thought  he  would 
be  consulting  the  convenience  of  the 
House  if  he  deferred  his  further  remarks 
to  some  other  time. 

MR.DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  said 
be  ought  to  apologise  for  intervening 
even  for  a  moment  with  regard  to  a 
matter  which  was  of  some  local  interest. 
Unfortunately  this  was  the  only  oppor- 
timity  he  had  had  this  sassion  of  mentioning 
the  matter,  notwithstanding  that  it  was 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  his 
constituency.  When  Parliament  sanc- 
tioned the  Forth  Bridge  a  statutory 
obligation  was  laid  on  the  railway 
company  to  run  a  boat  between  Granton 
and  BumtislaniJ.  The  company  con- 
cerned had  failed  to  carry  out  to  the 
fidlest  extent  that  statutory  obligation, 
and  great  hardship  was  thus  placed  on 
an  important  portion  of  the  community 
in  the  East  of  Scotland  when  people 
came  to  Granton  with  the  intention  of 
crossing  the  Forth  and  found  that  the 
boat  did  not  run.  He  had  brought  the 
question  on  many  occasions  before  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  he  only  asked  an 
assurance  from  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  railway  company  was  to  be 
compelled  to  carry  out  its  statutory 
obligation. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (HaUfax)  replied  that 
he  was  desired  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  was  unavoidably 
called  away,  to  say  that  this  matter  was 


under  consideration.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  received  some  communications 
from  the  company  concerned,  and  he  had 
full  hope  he  would  be  able  to  send  to 
the  hon.  Member  in  a  few  days  a  detailed 
reply  which  would  give  satisfaction  with 
regard  to  the  complaint  he  had  made. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  he  wished  to  mention  a  case  in  reg  ard 
to  India.  He  had  not  even  warned  the 
Minister  concerned,  who  had  so  many 
cases  brought  before  him  in  this  House 
which  were  not  grievances  and  came 
from  only  one  clamorous  and  not  widely 
representative  class.  The  grievance  India 
had  was  that  the  grievances  brought 
before  the  House  were  not  her  true 
grievances,  but  he  was  anxious  that 
a  grievance  of  loyal  chiefs  should  be 
mentioned.  He  had  no  complaint  to 
make  of  the  action  of  the  India  Office 
in  this  matter  ;  they  gave  him  an  answer 
that  they  were  inquiring  into  it,  and  he 
was  sure  that  they  would  do  everything 
which  was  right.  But  it  was  of  very 
great  importance  when  those  who  were 
loyal  to  the  British  in  India  had  any- 
thing to  complain  of  that  they  should  at 
least  have  their  complaint  mentioned  in 
the  House  of  C!ommons.  The  Kathi  chiefs 
were  afraid  that  the  (Jovemment  were 
interfering  with  their  rules  of  succession, 
and  were  trying  to  enforce  the  rule  of 
primogeniture,  which  they  did  not  follow. 
He  did  not  believe  that  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  Grovemmentof  India,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  memorials  which  were 
under  consideration  would  have  every 
possible  attention.  But  he  wanted  to 
mention  the  matter  because,  when  he 
heard,  as  he  did  with  the  utmost 
indignation,  sympathy  expressed  in  the 
House  with  cowardly  and  seditious 
journalists  who  incited  half-educated 
and  ill-educated  youths  to  crimes 
so  foreign  to  the  character  of  our 
admirable  and  amiable  British -Indian 
fellow-subjects,  he  was  anxious  that  at 
least  in  the  case  of  friendly,  loyal,  and 
honourable  chiefs,  it  should  not  be  said 
that  when  they  had  anything  of  which  to 
complain,  it  was  not  even  mentioned  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  also  desired  to 
allude  to  a  matter  in  which  his  consti- 
tuents were  greatly  interested,  and  that 
was  the  question  of  the  relations  of  the 
Board  of  Education  with  the  Welsh  Cen- 
tral Education  Board.  This  time  last  year 
he  questioned  the  late  Education  Minist^ 


J071 


Adjouifimevt  of 


(COMMONSf 


the  House, 


2072 


who  did  not  stick  to  that  desk  but  went 
to  sea.  His  successor,  he  was  glad  to 
say,  made  a  satisfactory  announcement 
in  the  House  concerning  the  point  on 
which  he  then  interrogated  him,  and 
satisfaction  had  been  given,  but  only 
after  a  struggle.  But  there  was 
still  the  question  of  the  attitude 
towards  the  Welsh  Central  Board. 
Several  speeches  had  been  made  on  the 
subject,  and  everyone  praised  everyone 
else  so  profusely  that  it  was  astonishing 
why  anybody  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  any  complaint  at  all.  He  had 
no  objection  to  officials  of  any  sort, 
he  knew  their  merits  and  trusted  them, 
but  he  knew  their  little  ways,  one  of  which 
was  to  be  acquisitive,  and  to  grasp  every- 
thing that  came  within  their  reach.  He 
wished  to  warn  them,  on  behalf  of  the 
Welsh  people,  not  to  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  Welsh  Central  Board,  which  did 
its  work  well,  and  was  a  body  to  the  last 
degree  democratic,  and  had  given  every- 
body satisfaction,  even  the  Welsh  people, 
who  were  as  hungry  for  education 
as  any  Brahmin  in  India.  He  begged 
the  Education  Board  to  be  exceedingly 
chary  of  giving  the  Welsh  Central  Board 
even  any  suspicion  that  they  wished  to 
interfere  with  them,  to  curtail  their 
authority,  or  to  boss  them  from  White- 
hall. He  also  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  the  statement  made  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  that  day.  He 
regarded  it  as  the  grossest  hypocrisy  to 
attempt  to  force  on  any  self-governing 
Colony  any  system,  which  we  would  not 
stand  in  this  country,  and  which  he  was 
certain  they  would  not  stand  in  the 
Colony.  No  one  would  dare  propose 
that  in  Britain  Asiatic  immigrants  should 
be  admitted  to  compete  wholesale  with 
British  labour.  Why  then  did  we 
pretend  that  the  Colonists  were  harsh, 
unsympathetici  and  tyrannical,  for  acting 
in  precisely  the  same  way  as  we  should 
act  ourselves  t  He  hoard  with  great 
regret  the  tone  in  which  in  certain 
quarters  the  actions  of  our  fellow  coui. try- 
men  in  Africa  were  criticised,  and  his 
last  word,  in  what  looked  likelv  to  be  the 
last  speech  of  that  section  of  the  Session, 
was  that  such  action  and  the  spmpithy 
expressed,  not  with  the  relatives  of  our 
innocent  and  foully  murdered  fellow 
countrywomen,  not  with  a  grossly  mis- 
represented administration,  not  with  a 
slandered  public  service,  but  with 
cowardly  and  seditious  procurers  of 
Mr,  Rees. 


assassins,  filled  him  with  the  deepen 
indignation. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising  To-morrow,  do  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day, 12th  October  next ;  that  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  Government 
Business  have  precedence  at  every  Sitting 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  Govemmei*t 
Business  each  day  Mr.  ^Speaker  do 
adjourn  the  House  without  Question  put : 
and  that  on  Fridays  the  House,  unless  it 
otherwise  resolves,  shall  at  its  rising  staod 
adjourned  until  the  following  Monday. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 

Reasons  for  disagreeing  to  sereFal  of 
the  Lords  AmendmentiS  reported,  and 
agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords.^ 
{Mr.  Hoyd  George.) 

IRISH  UNIVERSITIES    BILL. 

Reasons  for  disagreeing  to  one  of  the 
Lords  Amendments  reported,  and  agreed 
to. 

To  bs  communicated  to  the  Lords.— 
{Mr.  Birrell)     

MESSAGE  FROM  THE    LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill, 

Public  Works  Loans  BfU,  withom 
Amendment : — 

Friendly  Societies  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments : — 

Amendments  to — 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled^ 
"An  Act  to  consolidate  The  Companies 
Act,  1862,  and  the  Acts  amending  it'' 
[Companies  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  amend  the  Lunacy  Acts,  1890  and 
1891."  [Lunacy  Bill  [Urds.] 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  BILK 
Lords'  Amendments  to  be   consider,^ 
forthwith ;   considered,  and  agreed  to. 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  31st  July  ;  Mr,  Churchill]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed- 
[No.  292.] 

Whereupon  Mr.  Deputy- Speaker,  pur- 
suant to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
10th  July,  adjourned  the  House  withoat 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  nine  minntes  after 
Digitizl^K^  O'clock,  [e 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Saturday,  Ui  August,  1908. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Report  of  procedings  at  the  Eighteenth 
Annual   Meeting  of  Representatives  of 
Authorities    under    the    Sea    Fisheries 
:  Regulation  Act,  1888. 

I     DENMARK  (NEW  CUSTOMS  TARIFF). 
^       Translation  of  the  law  establishing  a 
S  new  customs  tariff  for  Denmark,  with 
^  comparison,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  rates 
^  of  customs  duty  contained  in  the  new 

1  tariff  with  the  rates  at  present  in  force 

2  and  the  English  equivalents  of  both. 


STATISTICS. 
Statistical  Abstract  for  the  principal 
and  other  foreign  countries  in  each  year 
from  1896  to  1905-1906  (as  far  as  par- 
ticulars can  be  stated).  Thirty-Fourth 
Number. 

TRADK 

Annual  statement  of  the  Trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  with  Foreign  Countries 
and  British  Possessions,  1907.  Supple- 
ment to  Volumes  I.  and  II.  Abstract 
and  detailed  tables  showing  ooimtries  of 
consignment  of  imports  and  countries  of 
ultimate  destination  of  exports ;  with  a 
prefatory  memorandum. 


J  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

^      Outline  of  the  successive  legislative  and 

•^  administrative   conditions    affecting  the 

I  relation  of  the  Board  of  Education  to 

>;  Agricultural  Education. 

* 

\       Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 

^  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing   Order    No.    XXXIX     con- 
sidered  (according   to  order),   and  sus- 
pended for  this  day's  sitting. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Commons  Regulations  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill :  Moved,  that 
Standing  Order  No.   102b  be  dispensed 

VOL.  CXCIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


with  (The  Lord  Steward  {E.  Beaudiamp) 
(for  the  Earl  Carrineton) ) ;  agreed  to ; 
Committee  negatived.  I'hen  (Standing 
Order  No.  XaXIX.  having  been 
pended) ;  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 


sus- 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments,  agreed  to. 

CONSOUDATED     FUND    (APPROPRLA.- 
TION)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons.  Bead 
P  :  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX 
having  been  suspended),  Bill  read  2^  (The 
Lord  Steward  {E,  Beauchamp))  -  Com- 
mittee   negatived;     Bill    read    3%  and 


House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 


House  resumed. 

COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Boyal 
Assent : 

1.  Consolidated    Fund    (Appropria- 
tion). 

2.  Finance. 

3.  Patents  and  Designs. 

4.  Fatal  Accidents  (Damages)  (No. 
2.). 

5.  Police  (Superannuation). 

6.  Public  Health  (Markets  in  Rural 
Districts). 

7.  Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 

8.  Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland). 

9.  Wild  Birds. 

10.  Companies. 

11.  Polling        Districts         (County 
Councils). 

12.  Polling     Arrangements     (Parlia- 
mentary Boroughs). 

13.  Cran  Measures. 

14.  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland). 

15.  Agricultural  Holdings. 

16.  Public  Works  Loans. 

17.  Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland). 

18.  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments. 

19.  Bee  Pest  (Ireland). 

20.  Friendly  Societies. 

21.  Naval  Marriages. 

22.  Expiring  Law  Continuance. 

23.  Old- Age  Pensions. 

24.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs  Duties). 

25.  Seed    Potatoes    and    Seed  Oats 
Supply  (Ireland). 

26.  Naval  Lands  (Volunteers). 
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27.  Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland). 

28.  Cost  in  Criminal  Cases. 

29.  Married  Women's  Property. 

30.  Polling  Districts  and  Begistration 
of  Voters  (IreEuid). 

31.  University  of  Durham. 

32.  Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act,  1836, 
Amendment 

33.  Registration. 

34.  Coroners  (Ireland). 

35.  Endowed  Schools  (Masters). 

36.  Irish  Universities. 

37.  Telecraph  (Construction). 

38.  Pubhc  Offices  Sites  (Extension). 

39.  Ayr  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation. 

40  Buckie  Burgh  and  Buckie  (Cluny) 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation. 

41.  Electric      Lighting     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1). 

42.  Electric      Lighting     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2). 

43.  Electric     Lighting     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3^. 

44.  Lanarkshire     Tramways     Order 
Confirmation. 

45.  Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  Dis- 
trict) Water  Order  Confirmation. 

46.  Paisley  District  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation. 

47.  Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order. 

48.  Metropolitan       Commons      Pro- 
visional Order. 

49.  Troon    (Loch     Bradan)     Water 
Order  Confirmation. 

50.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  1). 

51.  Local      Government      (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2). 

52.  Local      Government      (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3). 

53.  Local       Government      (Ireland) 
Provisional  Order  (No.  4). 

54.  Galashiels  Drainage  and  Burgh 
Extension  Order  Confirmation. 

55.  Falkirk  and  District  Water  Order 
Confirmation. 

56.  Education      Board     Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (London). 

57.  Glasgow    and    South    Western 
Bailway  Onfor  Confirmation. 

58.  Tramways    Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  2). 

59.  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirma- 
tion. 

60.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation. 

61.  Pier    and    Harbour    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1). 

62.  rier    and    Harbour    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2). 


63.  Pier    and    Harbour    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3). 

64.  Lanark    Corporation    (Extension 
of  Boundaries,  dec)  Order  Confirmation. 

65.  Marriages  Provisional  Order. 

66.  Usk  Fuheries  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation. 

67.  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order. 

68.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1). 

69.  Local    Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2). 

70.  Local    Government     Provision^ 
Orders  (No.  4). 

71.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5). 

72.  Local    Government    Pro\i5ional 
Orders  (No.  6). 

73.  Local    Government     ProvisioDsl 
Orders  (No.  7.) 

74.  Local    Government    Provisional 
Order  (No.  8). 

75.  Local    Government    ProviaioDal 
Orders  (No.  9). 

76.  Local    Government    Provisicmal 
Orders  (No.  10). 

77.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Order  (No.  11). 

78.  Edinburgh  and    District   Water 
Order  Confirmation. 

79.  Commons    Regulations     (Towyn 
Trewan)  Provisional  Order. 

80.  Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint 
Water  Board. 

81.  Lincoln  Corporation. 

82.  North  Eastern  Railway. 

83.  North  East  London  Railway. 

84.  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water 
Board. 

85.  Draycott  Gas. 

86.  Cardiflf  Railway. 

87.  King's  College  London  (Transfer). 

88.  Audenshaw       Urban       District 
Council. 

89.  Tawe  Valley  Gas. 

90.  Bristol  Tramways. 

91.  Cambrian  Railways. 

92.  North  British  and  Mercantile  In- 
surance Company. 

93.  Upton  Town  HaU. 

94.  Bkydon      and     Ryton      Water 
(Transfer). 

95.  Bromley  and  Crays  (Jas. 

96.  Stockport  Corporation. 

97.  Humber  Commercial  Railway  and 
Dock. 

98.  Southwell  District  Gas. 

99.  Louth  and  East  Coast  Railwaj 
(Transfer). 

100.  Seaham  Harbour  Dock. 
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101.  Camborne  Water. 

102.  Briton    Ferry     Urban     District 
Council. 

103.  Bristol  Corporation. 

104.  Leicester  Corporation. 

105.  Eochester  Bridge. 

106.  Doncaster  Corporation. 

107.  Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  &c. 

108.  Swinton  and  Mexbrough  Gras, 

109.  Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation. 

110.  Gkrw  and  Ogmore  Gas. 

111.  Barry  Railway. 

112.  Metropolitan  District  Railway. 

113.  Taff  Vale  Railway. 

114.  Northern  Assurance  Company. 

115.  Commercial  Union  Assurance 
Company. 

116.  Leeds  Corporation. 

117.  Pontypridd  Water. 

118.  Bognor  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company. 

119.  South  Wales  Electrical  Power 
Distribution. 

120.  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation. 

121.  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Coun- 
-cil. 

122.  Wishaw  Burgh  Electricty,  etc. 

123.  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 

124.  Finchley  Urban  District  Council. 

125.  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Towcester, 
4uid  Midland  Junction  Railway,  Evesham, 
Kedditch,  and  Stratford  -  upon  -  Avon 
Junction  Railway,  and  East  and  West 
Junction  Railway  (Amalgamation). 

126.  London  County  Council  (Tram- 
ways and  Improvements). 

127.  London  County  Council  (Money). 

128.  Macclesfield  and  District  Tram- 
ways (Abandonment). 

129.  Honourable  Artillery  Company. 

130.  Leith  Burgh. 

131.  London,  Brighton,  and  South 
Coast  Railway.  * 

132.  Liverpool  Corporation  (General 
Powers). 

133.  Tyne  Improvement. 

134.  Widnes  Corporation. 

135.  Margate  Corporation. 

136.  Manchester  Corporation. 

137.  Burnley  Corporation. 

138.  Ammanford  Urban  District 
Council  Water. 

139.  Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways. 

140.  Rhymneyand  Aber  Valleys  Gas 
4md  Water. 

141.  Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board. 

142.  South  West  Surburban  Water. 

143.  Blackburn  Corporation* 

144.  Keighley  Corporation. 


145.  Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and 
Brompton  Railway. 

146.  Thames  River  Steamboat  Service 
Act  1904  (Amendment). 

147.  Holderness  Water. 

148.  London  United  Tramways. 

140.  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire 
Tramways  (No.  2). 

150.  Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway. 

151.  Criccieth  Water  and  Improvement. 

152.  Padiham  Urban  District  Council. 

153.  Central  Ireland  Electric  Power. 

154.  Gosport  Gas. 

155.  London  County  Council  (General 
Powers). 

156.  Ravensthorpe      Urban      District 
Council. 

157.  Crystal  Palace  Company. 

158.  River  Wandle  Protection. 

159.  Dover  Graving  Docks. 

160.  ToUemache  Estate. 


House  adjooraed  at  twenty 
minutes  past  Twelve  o'clock, 
to  Monday,  the  12th  of 
October  next,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Saturday,  Ut  August,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  Cardiflf,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

DAYLIGHT  SAVING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Musselburg,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :    From   New    Bris- 
lington  (two) ;    and  Winscombe ;   to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Cardiff 
(seventeen) ;  Holyhead  and  Troedyrhiw ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

FISHERY  INVESTIGATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed    to    inquire   into    the 
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Scientific  and  Statistical  Investigations 
now  being  carried  on  in  relation  to  the 
Fishing  Industry  of  the  United  Kingdom 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Director  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Ire- 
land to  the  Board  of  Governors  and 
Guardians  for  the  year  1907  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL    TAXATION  LICENCES,  &c., 
1907-8. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  14th  July;  Mr.  Walter  Rea]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  293]. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  at  the  Eighteenth  Annual 
Meeting^  of  Representatives  of  Authorities 
under  The  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act, 
1888  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Outline  of  the 
successive  Legislative  and  Administrative 
Conditions  affecting  the  relation  of  the 
Board  of  Education  to  Agricultural 
Education  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Reinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants  in 
Connty  Monagban- 

Mr.  LARDNER  (Monagban,  N) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
been  offered  by  the  landlords  any  un- 
tenanted land  in  the  county  of  Monagban 
for  the  reinstatement  of  evicted  tenants ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  give  the 
names  of  the  landlords  offering  such 
lands  and  state  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioners  in  reference  thereto. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  Proceedings 
have  been  instituted  before  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  and  have  reached  various 
stages,  for  the  sale  of  the  following 
estates  which  comprise  untenanted  land, 
viz.  :      Dr.     Steven's     Charities,     Lord 


Massereene  and  Ferrard,  Tmatees  of 
C.  K  Porter,  Sir  T.  Jackson,  M.  S. 
Moutray,  R.  R  Fitzherbert,  and  S.  K- 
Jackson.  The  untenanted  land  is  not 
offered  specially  for  the  reinstatement  of 
evicted  tenants,  but  will  be  dealt  wiUi  by 
the  Commissioners  for  the  purpoies 
generally  of  Section  2  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Open- Air  Sehoola. 
Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether,  in  the  case  (rf  an 
open-air  school  held  under  the  terms  of 
Article  44  (g)  of  the  Elementary  School 
Code,  the  Board  will  require  a  medical 
certificate  in  respect  of  every  child 
attending  such  school  that  the  child  is 
unable  to  receive  proper  benefit  in  an 
ordinary  elementary  school,  or  will  sudi 
certificates  be  reserved  to  children 
attending  an  open-air  school  under  the 
terms  of  the  Defective  and  Epileptic 
C^dren's  Act,  and  for  children  refiwed 
admission  under  Article  53  (b)  (3)  of  th» 
Code. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Buneiman.)  Such  a 
certificate  as  is  referred  to  will  not  be 
required  in  the  case  of  open-air  sehooh 
conducted  under  Ajiiicle  44  (g)  of  the 
Code  for  1908.  Schools  conducted  under 
The  Elementary  Education  (Defective 
and  Epileptic  Children)  Act,  1899,  are 
subject  to  the  regulations  for  special 
schools. 

Welsh  School  Case. 
Mr.  YOXALL:  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  whether  it  is 
proposed  to  issue  a  special  edition  of  the 
School  Code  for  Wales  this  year ;  and,  if 
so,  on  what  date  will  it  be  placed  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  Yes. 
Sir.  The  Welsh  Code  was  laid  upon  the 
Table  on  the  2nd  July. 

Becognition  of  Training  Colleges. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  training  colleges,  in 
order  to  be  recognised  by  the  Board,  ha%^ 
to  fulfil  the  conditions  set  forth  in 
Sections  7  (g),  7  (h),  and  8  of  the 
Training  College  Regulations,  1908,  and 
if  not,  whether  he  will  state  the  names 
of  those  colleges  which  are  recognised 
without  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  the 
above  sections. 
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{Answered  hy  Mr.  RwndtMm.)  I  think 
t>lie  hon.  Baronet  must  be  under  some 
misapprehension  with  regard  to  this 
matter.  Section  8  of  the  Training 
College  Regulations,  as  stated  therein,  is 
applicable  to  all  training  colleges,  and  the 
BcMwd  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  any 
<5ollege  recognised  by  them  fails  to  comply 
with  it.  Sections  7  (g)  and  7  (h)  are 
applicable  only  to  colleges  which  are  not 
recognised  before  the  1st  August,  1907. 

Btmctural  ImproTements  of  Denomina- 
tional Schools  in  Single-School  Areas. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  NICHOLSON  (Harap- 
«hire,  Petersfield) :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  if,  in  view  of 
*he  probable  effect  of  the  proposals  of  the 
^Education  Bill  in  single-school  areas,  the 
Education  Department  is  prepared, 
pending  definite  legislation,  to  follow  the 
precedent  of  last  Session,  by  relieving 
trustees  and  managers  of  denominationjJ 
«chools  in  such  areas  from  pressure  in 
respect  of  expensive  and  structural 
improvements  in  their  schools. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  can- 
not undertake  to  lay  down  any  general 
rule.  Each  case  will  be  considered  on 
its  merits  having  regard  to  the  urgency 
and  importance  of  the  alterations  required. 

De  Blaaniere  Estate,  County  Glare. 
Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
respective  sizes  of  the  holdings  of  Patrick 
Early  Coohaun,  John  Holleran  Coohaun, 
and  James  Nestor  Coohaun,  annuitants 
to  the  Government  on  the  Rosingrave 
estate,  adjoining  the  De  Biaquiere  estate, 
Tubber,  county  Clare ;  and  whether  it  is 
proposed  to  increase  their  small  holdings 
out  of  the  untenanted  lands  on  the 
De  Biaquiere  estate. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  persons 
referred  to  do  not  come  within  the 
provisions  of  Section  2  of  the  Act  of  1903, 
and  it  is  not  proposed  to  increase  their 
holdings  out  of  the  untenanted  land  on 
the  De  Biaquiere  estate. 

Mr.  DUFFY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Michael 
Forde,  of  Fiddawn,  Tubber,  county  Clare, 
holds  7  acres  1  rood  36  poles  of  land  on 
the  De  Biaquiere  estate,  15  acres  1  rood 


10  poles  on  the  Lahiff  estate ;  and  was 
he  given  40  acres  additional  out  of  the 
untenanted  lands  on  the  De  Biaquiere 
estate,  and,  if  so,  will  he  explain  the 
circumstances. 

{Ar^voered  hy  Mr.  Birred.)  Michael 
Forde,  who  hoick  an  uneconomic  holding 
on  the  estate,  is  being  given  portion  of 
the  untenanted  land  adjoining  his 
holding. 

Mr.  DUFFY  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Martin  Burke, 
of  Eathwilladown,  Tubber,  county  Clare, 
has  a  holding  of  £13  worth  of  land  on 
the  De  Biaquiere  estate;  whether,  in 
addition,  he  nolds  a  farm  of  thirty-five 
acres  at  Carrowcraheen,  county  Clare, 
about  eighty  acres  in  Ballyhogan,  county 
Clare,  a£)ut  twenty  acres  at  Blakemount, 
county  Clare,  about  fifty  acres  at  Cap- 
panaparty,  county  Clare ;  and  will  he 
es^lain  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  tenant  was  given  a  further  increase 
of  about  thirty  acres  out  of  the  De 
Biaquiere  estate. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Birrell.)  Martin 
Burke  is  tenant  of  eight  acres  on  this 
estate,  and  has  been  allotted  twenty-one 
acres  of  the  untenanted  land.  He  does 
not  hold  any  other  land  as  tenant. 

Mr.  DUFFY  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Estate  Com- 
missioners purchased  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
De  Biaquiere,  Tubber,  county  Clare  ; 
whether  the  estate  included  the  tolls  and 
customs  of  the  town  of  Tubber  as  well  as 
about  fifty  acres  of  bog ;  and  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  vest  the  bog  and  the  tolls 
and  customs  in  either  trustees  or  the 
district  council,  in  the  interests  of  the 
people. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Birrell.)  The  tolls 
referred  to  were  not  included  in  the 
estate  offered  to  the  Commissioners.  The 
bogs  have  been  divided  amongst  the 
tenants. 

Mr.  DUFFY  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  system  of 
allocating  the  untenanted  lands  on  the 
De  Biaquiere  estate,  Tubber,  county 
Clare,  has  given  rise  to  dissatisfaction; 
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whether  he  is  aware  that  Edward  Forde, 
of  Fiddaun,  holds  7  acres  1  rood  6  poles 
of  land  at  a  valuation  of  £6  58.  on  the 
De  Blaquiere  estate,  26  acres  3  roods  25 
poles,  valuation  £7,  on  the  Lahiff  estate, 
and  61  acres  2  poles,  valuation  £12  12s., 
on  the  Bosingrave  estate;  whether,  in 
addition,  Mr.  Forde  holds  a  farm 
of  about  ninety  acres  at  Ballyhogan, 
county  Clare ;  and  will  he  explain 
why,  in  view  of  the  congestion  which 
exists  in  the  district,  this  man  was 
given  a  further  increase  of  land  from 
thirty  to  forty  acres. 

{Amwered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  Edward 
Forde  holds  a  small  farm  at  a  rent  of 
£4  14s.  on  the  De  Blaquiere  estate  and  a 
farm  on  the  Lahiff  estate  at  a  rent  of 
£3  15s.  His  son  has  a  farm  on  the 
Eosingrave  estate  of  the  valuation  of 
£9  15s.  Forde  has  been  given  a  parcel 
of  untenanted  land  ailjoining  his  own  at 
an  annuity  of  £11  18s. 

H.M.S.  "Defence." 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  To  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  on  what 
date  was  H.M.S.  "  Defence,"  of  14,600 
tons,  laid  down ;  whether  he  can  state  by 
what  date  her  trials  will  be  completed ; 
and  whether  any  of  the  German  ships 
laid  down  in  1904  or  1905  are  still 
awaiting  trials. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  McKenna.)  H.M.S. 
"  Defence  "  was  laid  down  on  the  22nd 
February,  1905.  It  is  expected  that  her 
trials  will  be  completed  by  the  middle  of 
next  month.  There  are  no  German  ships 
laid  down  in  1904  or  1905  still  awaiting 
trials. 

Naval  Programmes. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  German  battleship 
"  Nassau,"  of  17,710  tons,  was  laid  down 
on  22nd  July,  1907,  and  is  to  be  com- 
missioned in  August,  1909  ;  whether  any 
of  the  vessels  recently  commissioned  or 
about  to  be  commissioned  this  year  in 
England,  viz.  :  "Defence,"  "Shannon," 
"  Minotaur,"  "Lord  Nelson,"  "Agamem- 
non," "Indomitable,"  "Invincible,"  and 
"  Inflexible,"  can  show  as  short  a  space 
of  time  from  laying  of  keel  to  com- 
missioning; and,  if  not,  on  what  infor- 
mation does  he  found  the  official  assurance 
that  it  will  be  possible  for  ships  of  our 


1909  programme  to  be  commiasioQed 
before  the  completion  of  the  Germanr 
ships  to  belaid  down  in  1908. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  MeKenncu)  The 
reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is 
in  the  negative,  and  the  remainder 
accordingly  does  not  arise. 

H.M.8.  "Indomitable.*' 
Mr.  BELLAIRS :  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state  for  what 
practical  purpose  are  the  engines  of  H.^LS. 
"Indomitable"  being  subjected  to  the 
strain  of  racing  at  full  speed  across  the 
Atlantic ;  and  whether  it  is  sufficient  U> 
justify  the  expenditure  of  the  coal 
involved. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
practical  purpose  served  is  that  of  an 
endurance  test  at  high  speed. 

Haval  Manoeuvres. 
jNIr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Lord  Tweedmouth's  Memo- 
randum of  23rd  February,  1907,  stated 
!  that  the  Fleets  at  Home  will  continue  tx> 
\  be  combined  for  war  under  the  command 
I  of  Lord  Charles  Beresford,  and  that 
therefore  the  Channel,  Atlantic,  and 
Home  Fleets  would  carry  out  periodic 
peace  exercises  together  under  his  com- 
mand ;  whether,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
naval  manoeuvres,  Lord  Charles  Beres^ 
ford  applied  to  the  Admiralty  that  the 
Fleets  might  meet  and  carry  out  tactical 
exercises  to  gain  experience  of  handling 
large  fleets  ;  whether  he  can  state  to  what 
extent  this  request  was  complied  with  in 
accordance  with  Lord  Tweedmouth's 
Memorandum ;  and  whether  the  "  Dread- 
nought "  took  part  in  these  exercises  so 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  designated 
to  command  the  fleets  in  war  might  test 
the  tactical  powers  of  this  ship  for  the 
first  time. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  I  most 
decline  to  answer  any  Question  relating 
to  the  manoeuvres,  the  subject  of  which 
can  only  have  been  communicated  to  the 
hon.  Member  by  a  breach  of  confidence. 

Milk  Proseontions. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,   S.)  :  To   ask 

the  Secretary   to  the  Treasury  whether 

his    attention    has    been    called  to    the 
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magistrate  in  the  prosecation  against  the 
Condensed  Milk  Company  of  Ireland; 
and  whether,  with  a  view  to  safeguarding 
the  interests  of  genuine  Irish  products, 
he  will  state  what  further  steps,  if  any, 
will  he  taken  in  this  matter  by  the  PubUc 
Prosecutor. 

{Answered  hy  Sir  Edward  Strachey,)  My 
hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this 
Question.  The  proceedings  were  taken 
at  the  instance  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, who  propose  forthwith  to  confer 
with  the  Irish  Department  as  to  the  steps 
to  be  taken  in  the  position  which  has 
arisen. 

Fish  landed  in  Isle  of  Lewis. 
Mr.  weir  (Eoss  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  in  1898  100,413  cwts.  of 
line-caught  fish  were  landed  in  the  island 
of  Lewis  by  666  boats,  whilst  in  1907 
69,833  cwts.  were  landed  by  451  boats,  if 
he  will  state  for  each  of  these  two  years 
the  number  of  steam  liners  and  sail  liners 
employed,  and  the  quantity  of  fish  caught 
by  each  of  the  two  classes  of  boats. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  details  desired  by  my 
hon.  friend  for  the  year  1898  are  not 
available.  In  1907  there  were  14,714 
cwts.  landed  by  steamers  and  55,119  by 
sailing  boats. 

Bibble  Fisheries. 
Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skip- 
ton)  :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the 
Board  has  the  power  to  substitute  two 
fishery  boards  for  one  with  regard  to  the 
River  Ribble,  one  to  have  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  portion  of  the  Ribble  and 
its  tributaries  which  flow  in  Yorkshire, 
and  the  other  to  have  jurisdiction  over 
the  portion  of  the  Ribble  that  flows 
through  Lancashire  ;  and  whether,  if  the 
Board  of  Fisheries  has  this  power  of 
administration,  the  President  will  in  the 
interests  of  eflBciency,  act  upon  this 
suggestion. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  Board  could  only  take  action  in  the 
direction  suggested  by  my  hon.  friend  on 
an  application  by  a  board  of  conservators. 
If  any  such  application  is  made  it  will 
receive  careful  consideration. 


Action  of  Kiidorrery  Magistrates- 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
Ck)unty,  N.E.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  whether  he  has  insti- 
tuted a  full  inquiry  into  the  action  of  the 
magistrates  at  Kiidorrery  petty  sessions 
in  refusing  to  grant  infrrmation  in  the 
case  of  an  assault  endangering  life  pre- 
ferred against  William  Stackpoole;  and 
if  he  has  decided  to  take  further  proceed- 
ings to  bring  this  man  to  justice. 

{Answered  hy  Mr  Cherry,)  I  have  fully 
inquired  into  this  case,  and,  upon  a 
review  of  all  the  circumstances,  have 
decided  that  the  interests  of  justice  do 
not  require  that  further  proceedings 
should  be  taken. 

Birmingham  Postal  Servants  and  their 
Bates  of  Pay. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  certain 
head  postmen,  assistant-head  postmen, 
and  assistant  inspectors  of  telegraph 
messengers  at  Birmingham  have  been 
given  forms  saying  that  if  the  work  they 
are  now  doing  is  paid  for  at  a  higher  rate, 
as  is  contemplated  in  a  forthcoming  re- 
vision, they  will  not  be  held  to  possess 
any  claim  to  the  new  appointments ;  and 
whether  men  who  have  performed  such 
duties  for  many  years  to  the  satisfaction 
of  their  superiors  are  to  be  considered  to 
have  no  claim  if  it  is  decided  to  pay  for 
these  duties  at  a  higher  rate. 

{Answered  hy  Mr  Sydney  Buxton.)  I  will 
make  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Old- Age  Pensions— Charities  and 
Annuities. 

Sir  F.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether,  under  the 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  charities  that  are 
already  granting  annuities  to  the  deserv- 
ing poor  would  be  allowed  to  reduce 
those  annuities  so  as  to  bring  the  re- 
cipients to  the  limit  of  income  to  be  given 
by  the  Government,  namely  £26  per 
annum,  so  that  they  can  claim  the 
(Government  pension. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-Georg^.)  There 
is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  can  affect  the 
discretion  which  such  charities  may  at 
present  possess  either  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  amount  of  allowances  made 
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by  them.  The  amount  of  yearly  means 
which  disqualifies  for  pension  under  the 
Bill  is  £31  lOs.,  not  £26  as  stated  in  the 
Question. 

BooibaF  Biota— Sentenees. 
Sir  a  COTTON  (Nottingham,  E) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  case  decided  by  the  police 
magistrate  of  Bombay  in  which  several 
persons  have  been  sentenced  to  one  year's 
rigorous  impriscmment  for  throwing 
stones  during  the  recent  Bombay  riots ; 
and  whether  any  special  reason  exists, 
such  as  previous  convictions  or  the  like, 
which  would  appear  to  justify  such 
severe  sentences. 

(AnaxDzred  by  Mr,  Buchanan,)  I  have 
seen  a  statement  to  the  efiect  mentioned 
in  the  Question  in  a  telegram  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  30th  July.  It 
is  open  to  the  persons  convicted  to  appeal 
to  the  High  Court. 

Juatiflcation  f6r  Sentence  for  Sending 
Seditious  Telegram. 

Sir  H.  COTTON:  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  case 
decided  by  the  sessions  judge  of  Ally- 
gurh  in  which  a  person  was  sentenced  to 
seven  years  transportation  for  sending  a 
telegram  of  a  seditious  nature;  and 
whether  any  special  reason  exists,  such  as 
a  warning  neglected  or  previous  convic- 
tion, which  would  appear  to  justify  such 
a  severe  sentence. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bttchanan):  I  have 
no  special  information  as  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  beyond  what  appeared 
in  a  telegram  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
30th  July.  It  is  open  to  the  accused  to 
appeal  to  the  High  Court  against  the 
sentence  passed  by  the  sessions  judge. 

Bioting  in  Bombay. 
Sir  H.  COTTON  :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  will 
state  what  was  the  cause  of  the  recent 
rioting  in  Bombay,  on  how  many  days 
the  police  and  military  fired  on  the  mob, 
and  how  many  persons  were  killed  and 
how  many  wounded  during  the  rioting. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  As  regards 
the  first  part  of  the  Question,  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer  I 


gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Bdton  on 
the  28th  July.  According  to  the 
latest  information  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  police  and  mili- 
tary were  compelled  to  fire  on  six 
dajrs;  among  the  rioters,  fourteen  persons 
were  killed  and  thirty  have  been  reported 
as  wounded.  Several  police  officers  have 
also  been  wounded. 

Deputy  Lieutenants  in  Queen's  County. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  K) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  if  there  are  any  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  appointment  of  deputy- 
lieutenants  in  Ireland,  and,  if  any,  can 
he  state  if  they  were  complied  widi  in 
recent  appointments  made  in  Queens 
County  ;  and  whether  instructions  were 
recently  sent  by  Dublin  Castle  to  His 
Majesty's  lieutenant  of  that  county 
instructing  him  not  to  appoint  Protestants 
as  deputy-lieutenants. 

(Aiiswered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  qiiali- 
fications  are  prescribed  in  Section  33  of 
The  Militia  Act,  1882.  Since  the 
present  Government  came  into  office  two 
appointments  have  been  made  to  the 
deputy-lieutenancy  of  the  Queen's  County 
by  His  Majesty's  lieutenant  of  the 
county  with  the  approval  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  No  information 
has  been  received  which  would  raise  any 
doubt  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the 
gentlemen  so  appointed.  The  reply  to 
the  concluding  inquiry  is  in  the  negative. 

Distribution  of  Land  in  County  Cavan. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  the  distribution  of 
land  purchased  by  the  £states  Commis- 
sioners, any  Unionist  or  Protestant 
farmer's  son  will  be  accepted  as  a  tenant 
for  any  part  of  such  land,  or  will  the 
selection  of  tenants  be  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  United  Irish  League ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  county 
Cavan  there  are  several  Protestant  evicted 
tenants  who  have  been  refused  reinstate- 
ment because  they  would  not  join  the 
United  Irish  League ;  and  whether  he 
can  state,  with  regard  to  the  distribution 
of  500  acres  in  the  county  Westmeath  of 
a  farm  called  Catharinestown,  if  the 
Estates  Commissioners  will  ^ve  any 
portion  to  Protestant  agricultimits. 
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(  Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell)  The  Estates 
Oommissioners  do  not  aooept  or  reject 
a.pplicant8  for  untenanted  land  because 
^£ey  are  the  sons  of  Unionist  Protestant 
fcurmers,  nor  is  the  selection  of  tenants 
left  entirely,  or  at  all,  in  the  hands  of 
"the  United  Irish  League.  No  evicted 
1>enants,  Protestant  or  other,  have  been 
refused  restoration  because  they  would 
not  join  the  United  Irish  League.  No 
Allotment  will  be  given  or  refused,  on 
t,he  lands  of  Gatherinestown  or  on  any 
other  lands,  on  grounds  of  religion  or 
politics.  The  Estates  Commissioners 
neither  inquire,  nor  do  they  know,  the 
religion  or  politics  of  any  person  to  whom 
^they  give  parcels  of  untenanted  land. 

Baths  in  Constabulary  Depot,  Dublin. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  :  To  ask 
iihe  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Xiieutenant  of  Ireland  if  there  are  only 
three  small  ordinary  household  baths 
-available  at  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
Depot,  Pboenix  Park,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  500  men ;  if  so,  will  he  consider 
iihe  advisability  of  more  ample  accommo- 
dation in  this  institution  designed  for 
physical  training ;  if  any  members  of 
the  depot  force  have  recently  suffered 
in  health  due  to  insanitary  causes^  and 
have  several  beds  recently  had  to  be 
burned  in  the  depot  because  of  their 
•dirty  condition ;  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
will  be  taken  to  remedy  the  existing  state 
of  affairs. 

(Answered  by  Mr  BirrelL)  I  am  in- 
iormed  that  there  are  at  present  only 
three  baths  at  the  depot  for  the  use  of 
the  men.  There  are  several  wash-houses. 
The  erection  of  six  extra  baths  with  hot 
^wid  cold  water  has  been  approved.  No 
members  of  the  depot  force  have  recently 
suffered  in  health  from  insanitary  causes. 
One  bed  was  destroyed  about  three 
months  ago  because  its  occupant,  a  recruit 
who  had  only  then  joined,  was  suffering 
irom  skin  disease. 

Constabulary  Recruits  in  Dublin. 
Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  will  state  how  many  constabu- 
lary recruits  are  at  present  stationed  at 
Eichmond  Barracks  and  the  Phoenix  Park 
Depot;  who  is  responsible  for  the  pur- 
chase of  provisions  for  these  men ;  what 
steps,  if  any,  are  taken  to  see  that  their 


money  is  spent  to  the  best  advantage; 
if  the  recruits  have  any  voice  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  pay ;  if  contractors 
are  invited  to  compete,  ahd  by  what 
means ;  if  a  depot  sergeant  is  paid  £3 
a  month  for  spending  the  recruits'  money, 
and  is  he  relieved  of  all  other  duties ; 
and  by  whom  is  this  money  paid. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  There  are 
340  recruits  at  the  depot  and  221  at  the 
sub-depot.  A  sergeant  is  detailed  to 
purchase  the  provisions  and  supervise 
the  recruits'  mess  at  each  depot.  Mess 
sergeants  are  relieved  of  all  other  duty 
and  are  paid  £3  a  month  each.  They 
act  under  the  supervision  of  a  district 
inspector,  and  the  mess  accounts  are 
carefully  examined  by  the  commandant 
and  the  adjutant.  The  recruits  have  no 
voice  in  the  purchase  of  the  provisions. 
The  Inspector-General  informs  me  that 
the  recruits'  mess  is  managed  in  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  manner.  In 
some  cases  articles  are  provided  by 
contract;  for  instance,  tenders  for  the 
supply  of  milk  are  advertised  for. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary  Depot  Canteen. 
Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Score 
tary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
how  much  money,  invested  and  other- 
wise, stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  Depot  canteen  ;  from 
what  source  have  the  profits  mainly 
accrued,  and  whether  the  reserve  con- 
stables have  any  actual  voice  in  its 
disposal ;  whether  the  depot  gymnasium 
was  built  out  of  the  profits  made  in  the 
canteen,  and,  if  so,  by  whose  direction  ; 
whether  a  cricket  pavilion,  used  chiefly 
by  constabulary  officers  and  their  friends, 
was  also  built  out  of  the  canteen  fund ; 
and  if  he  will  explain  why  such  profits 
are  not  devoted  to  the  cheapening  of 
provisions  consumed  by  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  stationed  at  the  depot. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  The  total 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
canteen  fund  is  £779.  The  profits  mainly 
accrue  from  the  sale  of  liquor.  There  is 
a  sub-committee,  consisting  of  one  head 
constable,  one  sergeant,  one  acting 
sergeant,  and  two  reserve  constables, 
and  all  special  expenditure  from  the 
canteen  profits  is  sanctioned  by  this  com- 
mittee. The  depot  gymnasium  was 
built  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Inspector- 
General,  and  with  the  unaninious  approval 
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of  the  canteen  committee.  The  cricket 
pstvilion  was  built  out  of  the  same  fund. 
It  is  used  by  all  ranks  at  the  depot  for 
cricket,  football,  hockey,  and  athletic 
clubs.  A  small  portion  of  the  canteen 
profits  is  devoted  to  the  cheapening  of 
provisions. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


Mr.  ACLAND  :  As  a  matter  of  fact  it 
is  intended  to  modify  the  duties  to  some 
slight  extent  in  regard  to  oontrads 
purely.  The  contract  questions  will  go  to- 
the  iMrector-General  of  Contracts,  aa 
there  is  no  reason  why  contract  matt^ 
should  be  sent  to  the  Finance  Officer. 

Mr.  BOWLES :  WiU  the  change  be 
carried  out  by  Order  in  Council  t 


Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  post  of  Director-General 
of  Army  Finance  has  been  abolished,  and, 
if  so,  can  he  state  when,  in  what  manner, 
and  for  what  reason  this  abolition  was 
effected,  and  what  provision  has  been 
made  for  carrjring  on  in  future  the  duties 
hitherto  performed  by  that  officer. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the    Secretary  of  i 
State  for  War  whether  the    Order  in  ' 
Council  of  the  10th  August,  1904,  defining  { 
the  functions  of  the  Director  of  Army  I 
Finance,  and  charging  him  with  the  duty,  ' 
among  others,  of  advising  the  administra- 
tive officers   at  the  War  Office  and  in  j 
commands    on   all  questions    of    Army  I 
expenditure,  has  any  effect  in  defining 
the  functions  of  the  newly-appointed  and 
differently  named  official  by  whom  the 
Director-General  of  Army  Finance  has 
now  been  replaced ;  if  so,  will  he  state 
whether    that    Order    in    Council    now 
applies  to  the  functions  of  this  new  official 
as  fully  in  all  respects  as  it  did  to  those 
of  the  Director-General  of  Army  Finance ; 
and,   if  not,   can  he   inform    the  House 
whether,  and,  if  so,  how  it  is  proposed  to 
secure  that  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
new  official  shall  be  in  every  respect  the 
same  as  those  hitherto  administered  by 
the  Director-General  of  Army  Finance. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland,  York- 
shire, Richmond; :  I  can  only  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  printed  reply  which 
I  gave  on  Thursday  to  the  Question  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  West 
Dorset.  The  hon.  Member  need  have  no 
fear  that  the  powers  of  the  officer  who 
will  succeed  Sir  Guy  Fleetwood  Wilson 
on  his  retirement  will  be  in  any  way 
'modified  as  regards  his  functions  as 
accounting  officer. 

Mr.  BOWLES :  Will  the  powers  or 
duties  of  the  new  officer  be  modified  in 
any  way  ? 


Mr.  ACLAND: 
of  that  Question. 


I  must  ask  for  notice 


Kitchener's  Fighting  Scoats. 

Mr.     BOWLES:    I   beg  to   ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called   to    two    tele- 
grams, dated  respectively  the  24th  and 
27th  February,  1902,  from  Colonel  Colen- 
I  brander,  commanding  Kitchener's  Fig^t- 
j  ing  Scouts  in  South  Africa,  to  Lieutenantr 
I  Webber,  assuring  him  that   all  moneys 
I  expended  by  him  in  advances  to  men  and 
I  personal  expenses  would  be  made  good 
to  him ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  on 
I  the  faith  of  this  explicit  assurance,  liaa- 
tenant  Webber    expended  considerable 
sums  of   his  own  money   in   the  pabhc 
j  service,   no  part    of    which    has    been 
!  refunded  to  him  ;  and  whether  the  War 
Office  now  repudiates  the  promise  given 
I  by  Colonel  Colenbrander  in  respect  of  the- 
refund  of  these  payments. 

Mr.  acland  :  The  telegrams  referred 

to  are  only  two  out  of  many  documents 

I  relating  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Webber  which 

have  received  my  personal  consideration, 

1  The  time  during  which  Mr.  Webber  can 

have  been    expending    money    on     the 

strength  of  the  telegrams  was  less  than  a 

I  month    in     duration,    and    I    have    no 

evidence  of   the    expenses  he  incurred 

I  during  this  time.     I  am  afraid  I  can  only 

i  repeat  what  has  already  been  said  to  Mr, 

i  Webber,   viz.  :    the    service  .  which      ho- 

I  voluntarily  rendered  received  a  fair  and 

I  reasonable     recognition    when     he    wbs^ 

I  granted  a  commission  in   the  Remounts 

'  Department.      Much  valuable  assistance 

'  was  rendered  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 

'  ment  during  the  war  by  others  as  well  as- 

1  Mr.  Webber,  but  unpaid  assistance   thus- 

I  voluntarily  given  and  accepted  cannot  l>e 

I  considered  as  entitling 'those  who  gave  it 

I  to  claim  a  pecuniary  reward  years  after 

!  the  event.  ,     ^^^i^ 
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Mr.  BOWLES  :  WiU  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man consider  if  the  War  Office  cannot 
defray  the  expense  incurred  on  the 
strength  of  the  assurance  *? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  I  am  afraid  the  War 
Office  have  no  liability  even  for  those 
expenses. 

Alcohol  Imports  into  Nigeria. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  in  deal- 
ing with  the  prohibition  of  the  import  of 
alcohol  into  southern  Nigeria  and  the 
resulting  loss  of  revenue  to  that  Colony, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  as- 
similating the  taxation  of  Southern 
Nigeria  to  that  of  Northern  Nigeria,  where 
the  principal  source  of  revenue  comes 
not  from  alcohol  but  from  the  land  which 
is  owned  by  the  State. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Sebly,  Liverpool,  Abercromby):  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  proposed  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  into  certain  controverted 
facts  connected  with  the  consumption  of 
spirituous  liquor  in  Southern  Nigeria,  but 
the  question  of  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion is  not  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  Is  there  any 
intention  of  extending  to  Southern  Nigeria 
the  svstem  of  taxation  which  obtains  in 
Nortnem  Nigeria  ? 

,  Colonel  SEELY  :  I  could  not  answer 
a  specific  question  of  that  nature  without 
notice. 

Indemnity  Acts— Precedent  for  Governors 
Withholding  Assent. 

Mr.  G.  greenwood  (Peterborough)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  there  is  any 
precedent  previous  to  The  Natal  Indem- 
nity Act,  1906,  of  a  governor  of  a  self- 
governing  colony,  duly  authorised  to  give 
the  Royal  Assent  to  an  Act  of  the  Colonial 
legislature,  deliberately  withholding  such 
assent  until  after  the  dissolution  by  him 
of  the  Colonial  Parliament  by  which  such 
Act  was  passed ;  and  whether  such  pro- 
cedure is  sanctioned  by  the  Colonial 
Office  as  legal  and  constitutional. 

Colonel  SEELY:  Sir  H.  McCallum 
was  authorised  on  the  13th  of  August, 


1906,  to  assent  if  martial  law  were  with«- 
drawn.  It  was  not  withdrawn  till  1st 
October,  and  he  then  assented.  In  so 
acting  he  appears  to  have  been  carrying 
out  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  consistently  with  constitutional 
usage,  and  the  question  whether  the 
Colonial  Parliament  was  or  was  not  in 
session  could  not  affect  the  legality  of 
his  action.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
particukr  precedent  or  that  any  precedent 
was  necessary.  No  precedent  to  tho^ 
contrary  has  ever  been  cited. 

Mr.  G.  greenwood  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  his  attention  has  be^n 
called  to  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  year  1867  declined  to 
advise  the  Crown  to  assent  to  a  Bill  of 
Indemnity  for  New  Zealand,  where- 
martial  law  had  been  proclaimed  pending 
actual  warfare,  on  the  ground  that  its 
terms  were  too  widely  drawn  and  would 
cover  acts  wantonly  and  recklessly  com- 
mitted ;  whether  the  terms  of  the  present 
Indemnity  Bill  for  Natal  are  in  substance 
identical  with  those  of  the  New  Zealand 
Bill  to  which  the  Royal  Assent  was  so 
refused;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will,  following  this  precedent, 
decline  to  advise  the  Crown  to  assent  to 
the  Natal  Bill  in  its  present  form. 

Colonel  SEELY.  Yes,  Sir,  I  am 
aware  that  an  Indemnity  Act  was  dis- 
allowed in  1867  on  these  grounds,  llie 
Natal  Bill  is  perhaps  open  to  a  similar 
objection,  but,  as  I  have  explained,  were^ 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  instruct 
the  Governor  to  decline  to  assent,  martial 
law  would  be  prolonged,  and  this  is  a 
result  which  it  is  generally  agreed  should 
if  possible  be  avoided. 

In  answer  to  a  further  Question  by  the- 
same  hon.  Member, 

Colonel  SEELY  said :  I  think  it  is 
undesirable  to  in  any  way  jeopardise  the 
situation  which  happily  now  shows  signs 
of  improvement  as  between  the  twcy 
(rovernments. 

Dinizoln. 
Mr.    BRIDGEMAN    (Shropshire,  Os^ 
westry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  has- 
caused  any  part  of  his  recent  ^f^f^ 
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tbe  HouM  of  Commons  on  the  position  of 
Binuzolu  to  be  telegraphed  officially  to 
Natal,  and,  if  to,  which  part. 

Colonel  8EELY :  No,  Sir. 

Motor  Speed!  in  London. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
l)ury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Lo(^  Gk>vemment  Board  whether  he  has 
•ever  received  any  request  from  the 
London  County  (jouncil  to  limit  the  rate 
-of  speed  allowed  to  motor  vehicles  in 
London ;  and  whether,  in  the  absence  of 
fluch  a  request,  he  has  any  power  to  act. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
^GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  do  not  find  that 
4iny  application  under  the  Motor  Car  Act, 
1903,  has  ever  been  received  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  from  the 
London  County  Council  for  regulations 
•with  regard  to  the  speed  of  motor  cars. 
Jn  the  absence  of  such  an  application,  the 
Board  have  no  power  to  act,  except  as 
re^rds  any  specified  highway  or  f>art  of 
a  highway  which  does  not  exceed  sixteen 
feet  in  width,  or  on  which  ordinary  motor 
car  traffic  would,  in  their  opinion,  be 
especially  dangerous.  I  shoula  add  that 
the  powers  of  the  County  Council  in  this 
matter  do  not  extend  to  the  City  of 
London. 

♦Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  Is  the 
Local  Government  Board  considering  the 
desirability  of  giving  the  police  power  to 
settle  the  routes  that  these  vehicles  should 
take? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  A  private  Bill 
has  been  introduced  seeking  to  confer  on 
the  Commissioner  of  Police  power  to 
•divert  traffic.  In  my  opinion  the  Com- 
missioner of  Police  should  have  had  that 
power  long  ago. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  asked  if  the 
:speed  of  motor-cars  was  limited  to  ten 
miles  an  hour  in  the  Royal  parks,  while 
in  crowded  thoroughfares  they  travelled 
■at  a  much  higher  speed. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  he  was 
-aware  of  the  fact.  But  the  Royal  parks 
could  not  be  compared  with  the  liOndon 
streets. 


Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  Is  not  the  traffic 
much  less  in  the  Royal  paries  than  in  the 
main  roads? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  replied  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  no  jurisdie 
tion  over  the  Royal  parks. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  asked 
if  the  Home  Office  had  not  some  control 
over  the  Royal  parks  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Yes,  through 
the  police. 

Liverpool  Proaecntion  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

Mr.  kettle  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
hiB  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
decision  of  Mr.  Stewart  in  the  Liverpool 
Summons  Court,  in  the  prosecution  under 
The  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  institnted 
at  the  instance  of  the  Treasury,  against 
Sir  Thomas  Cleeve  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Cleeve, 
and  heard  on  Wednesday  22nd  instant ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  it  was  admitted 
that  the  defendants  were  selling  foreign 
produce  under  a  name  calculated  to  lead 
the  public  to  believe  that  it  was  Irisli, 
and  that  the  magistrate  declined  to 
convict;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
injury  likely  to  result  to  sellers  of  Irish 
farm  produce,  he  proposes  to  take  any 
further  action  in  the  matter. 

The  treasurer  op  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
setshire, S.) :  My  hon.  friend  has  asked 
me  to  reply  to  this  Question.  The 
proceedings  referred  to  were  instituted 
at  the  instance  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, who  propose  forthwith  to  confer 
with  the  Irish  Department  as  to  the 
steps  to  be  taken  in  the  position  which 
has  arisen.  The  Board  are  not  aware 
that  the  defendants  made  the  admission 
cited  in  the  Question. 

Sntherlandshire  Evictions—Bnmins  of 
a  Crofter's  House. 

♦Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he 
has  any  further  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  alleged  burning  of  a 
crofter's  house  in  the  parish  of  Creich, 
Sntherlandshire. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 

(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  The  Answer 
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is  in  the  negative;  but  as  the  Member 
for  Ross-shire  was  informed  by  the  Lord- 
Advocate  the  other  day,  inquiries  are 
being  made  by  the  Crown  Office. 

♦Mr.  MORTON:  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will 
inquire  if  there  was  any  necessity  for 
what  seems  to  be  an  inhuman  and  un- 
civilised practice  of  burning  down  the 
house  with  some  of  the  tenant's  effects 
in  it ;  also  whether  the  sheriff  exceeded 
his  duty  in  granting  the  warrant  for 
burning  the  house,  or  whether  the  sheriff's 
officer  exceeded  his  duty  in  firing  the 
building  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  hope  the  inquiry 
which  is  being  made  will  elicit  all  the 
facts. 

*Mr.  MORTON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Report  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  was  understood  to 
reply  in  the  affirmative. 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  MORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  for  Scotland  whether  he  will  instruct 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Scotland) 
to  circulate  to  farmers  in  Scotland  par- 
ticulars with  regard  to  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  duty  suggested 
by  my  hon.  friend  is  not  one  which  seems 
to  lie  in  the  sphere  of  administration  by 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Then  to  what  Depart- 
ment should  the  Question  be  addressed  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  matter  is  one 
which  affects  the  Treasury  in  the  first 
instance. 


CONSOLIDATED      FUND      (APPROPRIA- 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time." 

♦Mr.  MACKARNES8  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) said  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
unsatisfactory  reply  given  by  the  Under. 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  to  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Peterborough,  in 
reference  to  the  Natal  Indemnity  Act,  he 


desired  to  say  a  few  words  of  protest 
against  the  sanctioning  by  the  Imperial 
(^vernment  of  that  Act.  That  Act  was 
passed  to  cover  in  the  widest  terms  all 
that  had  been  done  under  martial  law 
during  the  last  seven  months  in  Zululand, 
but  it  had  never  been  pretended  that 
there  was  any  war  or  rebellion  to  justify 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  or  to- 
call  for  its  continuance.  It  had,  in  fact, 
been  proclaimed  and  maintained  directly 
in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  Imperial 
Gk>vemment.  The  condition  of  things, 
therefore,  under  which  that  Government 
was  asked  to  sanction  the  Act  was  quite 
unprecedented.  But  further  than  that, 
martial  law  had  been  used  against  a 
single  individual,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
prejudicing  his  defence  against  charges 
of  ths  gravest  kind  never  definitely 
formulated.  Everyone  knew  the  circum^^ 
stances  attending  the  arrest,  imprison- 
ment, and  long  secret  examination  of 
Dinizulu.  He  had  at  length,  after  seven 
months,  been  oommitted  for  trial,  and 
upon  being  committed  he  was  reported 
to  have  made  a  striking  statement  to  the 
Court,  a  few  sentences  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Mackamess)  desired  to  call  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Prime  Minister.  Dinizulu. 
said — 

"  I  emphatically  say  that  I  am  innocent  of 
the  charges  laid  upon  me.  If  the  law  called, 
mariial  Taw  had  not  been  brought  into  opera- 
tion in  Zululand,  and  my  lawyers  prevented 
by  it  from  going  into  Zululand,  I  am  sore  I 
should  have  proved  and  confiimed  my 
innocence.  The  result  of  all  this  treatment  of 
myself  is  that  I  have  been  shut  up  in  gaol  all 
these  mouths  without  the  opportunity  given 
by  the  law  of  this  land  co  all  charged  with 
crime  like  me  of  preparing  their  defence.  At 
present  I  am  ignorant  of  the  names  of  those 
whom  it  is  said  I  murdered,  and  also  of  the 
names  of  those  whom  ic  is  said  I  incited  others 
to  murder.  I  now  stand  here  about  to  be 
committed  for  trial  on  such  charges." 

He  (Mr.  Mackamess)  appealed  to  the 
Prime  Minister  to  consider  what  an  evil 
precedent  would  be  established  if  the 
Imperial  Government  lent  its  sanction  to 
an  Indemnity  Act  to  cover  martial  law 
put  to  such  purposes  as  those  described 
in  Dinizulu's  statement.  He  was  quite 
aware  of  the  difficulties  by  which  the 
Imperial  Government  were  confronted, 
and  their  natural  desire  to  avoid  a  state 
of  friction  with  the  Natal  Government 
which  all  would  deplore.  But  in  that 
matter  far-reaching  issues  were  at  stake, 
and,  inasmuch  as  the  Natal  Legislature 
was  still  sitting,  it  was  not  too  late  to- 
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obtain  some  such  modification  of  the  Act 
as  would  bring  it  somewhat  nearer,  at 
least  to  the  practice  and  rules  which  had 
been  held  in  modem  days  to  govern 
martial  law. 

Mr.  G.  GEEENWOOD  (Peterborough) 
joined  in  the  protest  against  the  terms  in 
which  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  was  drawn. 
In  the  Question  he  had  put  to  the  Under- 
Secretary,  he  had  referred  to  the  New 
Zealand  Bill  of  1867.     In  New  Zealand 
before  1867  there  had  been  a  serious  war  ; 
but  in  Natal  there  had  been  no  war  at  all 
and  no  rebellion  to  suppress,  and,  in  fact, 
the  Bill  left  out  any    reference    to    a 
xebellion,  or  it  did  not  pretend  there  had 
been  any  rising ;  indeed  there  had  been 
nothing  of  paramount  necessity  to  justify 
martial   law.     In  New  Zealand  martial 
^w  was  naturally  and  ri^tly  proclaimed, 
and  in  1867  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment came  with  a  Bill  of  Indemnity. 
The  Bill  was  reserved  for  the  signification 
of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure,  and  the  then 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, refused  to  advise  the  Royal  Assent 
on  groimds  set  forth  in  a  despatch  of 
May   15,   1867.     The  despatch  had  not 
been  published,   but  it  could  easily  be 
unearthed  at  the  Colonial  Ofiice.     What 
were  the  grounds  stated  ?     In  the  first 
place, 

"That  it  is  so  worded  as  to  indemnify,  not 
only  civil  and  military  authorities  and  persons 
actug  under  them  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  hut  to  indemnify  •  all  and  every 
other  person  whosoever '  who  shall  have  done 
or  ordered,  or  directed  any  act,  matter,  or 
thing  to  be  done,  etc.  Secondly,  that,  owinc^ 
to  the  disjunctive  form  in  which  the  second  and 
third  sections  are  drawn,  the  destruction  of  the 
property  of  a  person  suspected  to  be  concerned 
m  the  insurrection  would  be  covered  by  the 
indemnity  given  by  the  Act,  even  though  such 
•destruction  may  have  been  wanton  and  reckless 
and  not  inflicted  or  ordered  in  or  about  the 
suppressing  or  quelling  of  the  insurrection. 
Thus,  if  a  private  individual  acting  under  no 
authority  has  wantonly  or  recklessly  destroyed 
or  ordered  the  destruction  of  the  property  of  a 
person  whom  he  ma]^  have  chosen  to  suspect  to 
be  concerned  in  the  insurrection,  he  would  be 
protected  under  the  terms  of  this  Act,  though 
such  destruction  in  no  way  directly  or  indirecUy 
tended  to  quell  the  insurrection,  and  though 
the  person  whose  property  was  destroyed 
should  have  proved  that  he  was  in  no  way 
directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  it.** 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  concluded 
by  expressing  his  opinion  that — 

*'  The  Act  should  be  limited  in  its  phrase- 
ology to  an  indenmity  for  acts  ordered    or 
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approved  by  some  responsible  military  or  civil 
authority.''^ 

The  objections  in  the  despatch  applied 
with  force  to  the  Natal  Indemnity  Bill 
In  its  present  form  it  would,  if  passed,  set 
an  evil  precedent,  and  it  was  right  that  a 
protest  should  be  raised  having  in  view 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which 
martial  law  had  been  maintained  in  Natal 
and  Zululand  with  the  one  object  of  pre- 
venting Dinuzulu's  solicitor  from  going 
into  Zululand  to  collect  evidence. 


Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  asked  if  the 
Royal  Assent  had  actually  been  givas 
to  the  Indemnity  Bill ;  would  it  be  given 
automatically ;  did  the  Grovemment  really 
believe  tbat  the  Bill  would,  if  discussed, 
receive  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  and  was  it  impossible  to  defer 
assent  until  Parliament  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it. 


The    UNDER-SECRETARY    of 
STATE  FOR  THE   COLONIES    (Colonel 
Skely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby)  said  that, 
with  regard  to  Parliamentary  discussion, 
he  thought  the  House  had  had  exceptionaJ 
opportunities  for  discussion.     Tlie  Yote 
for  the  salary  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  been  postponed  until  after  the  Bill 
was  received  and  was  in  the  hands  of 
Members,  who,  he  thought,  had  had  the 
fullest  opportunity  for  understanding,  so 
far  as  it  was  possible  to  understand,  the 
complicated  circumstances  before   a  de- 
cision was  arrived  at.     He  had  told  the 
House  that  the  Government  had  decided 
to  advise  assent,   and  assent  would  be 
given,  but  he  could  assure  his  hon.  friend 
they  had  been  guided  in  this  matter  not 
only  by  the  consideration  that  they  wished 
to  do  that  which  the  Government  of  a 
self-governing  colony  thought  it  would  be 
wise  to  do,  but  also  by  the  consideration 
whether  sanction  would  make  for  justice 
or  injustice.     He  had  no  hesitation   in 
saying  it  would  make  for  justice,  and  for 
this  reason:   any   postponement   would 
aggravate    those    difficulties    to    which 
aUusion  had  been  made  in  the  way   of 
the  advisers  of  Dinizulu  obtaining  evi- 
dence in  Zululand.     If  in  any  way  the 
Act  were  delayed  martial  law  would  con- 
tinue,    and     so    long    as    it    continued 
Dinizulu's  agents  could  not  obtain  that 
evidence,  or  certainly  not  with  that  free- 
dom they  desired. 
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Mr.  G.  greenwood  asked  was  it  not 
vrithin  the  power  of  the  governor  to  issue 
a  proclamation  annulling  the  previous 
one. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  they  were  ad- 
^vised  that  that  would  not  be  in  accordance 
with  constitutional  procedure.  It  would, 
in  fact,  be  an  unconstitutional  proceeding, 
^nd  it  certainly  was  not  proposed  to  take 
that  step.  In  conclusion,  he  had  to  say 
that  the  Government  deprecated  at  this 
moment  the  use  of  any  words  which 
might  tend  to  exacarbate  feeling,  and 
were  most  anxious  not  to  disturb  a  situa- 
tion which  during  the  last  twenty-four 
hours  had  become  so  much  more  favour- 
able, and  tended  to  show  that  the  Natal 
Government  were  as  anxious  as  were  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  do  justice  to 
the  native  irauses  in  South  Africa  and  to 
Becure  for  tnem  complete  fair  play. 

Mb.  crooks  (Woolwich)  said  he 
did  not  want  to  strike  a  note  of  discord 
on  what  ought  to  be  the  happiest  day  of 
the  year,  but  there  hung  over  them  & 
kind  of  shadow  of  trouble  to  come.  He 
did  not  want  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  sitting  down  complacently 
waiting  for  something  to  turn  up.  He 
had  asked  the  House  for  four  or  five 
years  that  in  time  of  peace  and  compara- 
tive prosperity  they  should  be  looking 
Ahead  for  possible  danger.  There  hung 
the  shadow  of  the  unemployed  over  them. 
All  he  asked  at  the  moment  was  that  the 
Department  should  not  use  only  the 
•critical  part  of  its  organisation,  which 
was  excellent  in  its  way.  He  knew  no 
Department  of  the  State  which  had  such 
.excellent  critics  as  the  Local  Government 
Board.  They  wera  like  dramatic  or 
musical  critics.  They  were  equal  to 
.anything.  They  could  condemn  and  find 
fault  ¥nth  everything,  but  they  were 
under  no  obUgation  to  suggest  an  im- 
provement. That  was  a  great  advantage 
tor  a  critic  to  hold,  but  when  Ministers 
-were  at  the  service  of  the  State,  one  had 
to  look  to  them  for  help.  He  had  often 
made  the  statement  which  might  be  a 
very  foolish  one,  that  Cabinet  Ministers 
might  make  mistakes  in  various  directions. 
Treaties  might  go  wrong,  and  all  sorts  of 
things,  but  where  human  life  was  not 
concerned  it  did  not  matter  very  much, 
and  it  could  be  got  over.  But  where 
this  great  Department  'had  to  deal  with 
Jiuman  life  it  was  an  entirely  different 


thing.  They  wanted  to  save  the  homes 
of  the  people.  They  were  not  at  that 
moment  concerned  with  new  homes  but 
with  the  preservation  of  existing  homes, 
and  it  was  a  nightmare  that  men  should 
be  willing  to  work  and  unable  to  find  it. 
There  was  a  latent  organising  capacity 
in  the  Department  which  had  never 
yet  been  put  into  operation.  Foolish 
and  unthought  -  out  schemes  he  ad- 
mitted had  been  sent,  but  that  did 
not  relieve  the  Department  of  the 
responsibilitv  of  suggesting  better  plans 
They  had  all  the  information.  He  would 
not  say  they  had  all  the  knowledge — he 
did  not  suppose  anyone  would  admit  that 
anyone  else  had  all  knowledge — but  they 
had  opportunities  to  acquire  knowledge. 
What  he  and  his  colleagues  had  pleaded 
for  was  that  they  might  be  able  to  find 
out  trend  of  trade  and  the  possibility  of 
employment,  and  to  have  a  schedule  of 
possible  work.  Had  every  local  authority 
been  ask^  in  time  of  peace  what  work  it 
could  do  in  time  of  depression  without 
injury  to  ordinary  industry,  so  as  to  help 
men  to  tide  over  the  difiicult  time  1  They 
could  not  expect  a  shipwright  or  a 
boilermaker  to  get  back  to  the  land.  The 
question  was  what  work  they  could  oflFer 
to  tide  him  over  the  difficulty,  but  they 
were  only  told  "  suggest  a  plan  and  we 
will  look  at  it."  They  could  not  go  on 
suggesting  plans.  This  great  Depart- 
ment ought  to  suggest  means  to  prevent 
men  becoming  degraded.  The  longer 
they  left  a  man  the  less  cnance  there  was 
of  lifting  him  up.  The  man  could  not  help 
it.  He  got  so  low  that  he  could  not  even 
stand  up  to  a  square  meal  at  last — ^it 
would  be  too  much  for  him — ^much  less 
could  they  expect  him  to  stand  up  to 
work.  He  did  not  want  to  send  Ministers 
away  on  their  holidays  with  the  impres- 
sion that  things  were  awfully  bad.  That 
of  course  they  who  lived  near  slums  had 
to  put  up  with.  They  could  not  escape. 
They  had  no  golf  links  or  shooting. 
They  had  on  their  minds  all  the  time  the 
everlasting  shadow  of  want  and  misery. 
He  knew  the  House  would  forgive  them 
if  this  was  the  last  word  to  be  spoken, 
when  they  implored  the  Department, 
with  all  its  capacity  for  doing  good,  to 
put  into  operation  some  of  its  organising 
capacity  to  deal  with  the  unemf^oyed* 

Mr.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  said  he  desired  to  support  the 
appeal     of     his     hoiu     friend.       The 
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President  of  the  Local  Govennnent 
Board  had  spoken  in  a  spirit  of 
strong  optimism  of  the  prospect  of  the 
coming  winter.  Unfortunately,  these 
views  were  not  shared  by  Prebendary 
Wakefield,  the  chairman  of  the  Central 
Unemployed  Body  of  London,  who  had 
recently  said— 

**  I  view  with  very  great  apprehension  the 
next  winter.  I  thinlc  we  shall  find  a  state  of 
things  of  a  rery  serious  nature." 

In  these  circumstances,  he  desired  to 
make  a  very  strong  appeal  to  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  that  steps  might  be  taken  in  good 
time. 

The  president  or  thi  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea)  said  his  hon.  friends 
the  Members  for  Woolwich  and  Bethnal 
Green  had  addressed  to  him  words  of 
sympathetic  appeal  not  to  under-estimate 
the  responsibilities  of  his  office  towards 
the  subject  which  they  had  at  heart,  and 
which  was  shared  in  its  proper  piopor- 
tion  by  every  Member  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  had  sug- 
gested that  his  Department  was  capable 
of  strong  powers  of  criticism,  and  he  be- 
lieved was  capable  of  powers  of  organisa- 
tion. On  this  subject  ha  must  not  forget 
that  their  hands  had  been  tied  consider- 
ably in  the  last  two  and  a  half  years  in 
dealing  with  this  problem,  by  the  fact 
that  the  Royal  Commission  specially  con- 
stituted to  consider  this  subject  were 
traversing  every  one  of  the  points  and 
suggestions  which  the  hon.  Member 
thought  he  ought  to  snatch  out  of  their 
purview.  He  did  not  intend  to  anticipate, 
probably  in  a  wrong  direction,  some 
permanent  remedy  that  it  was  their 
special  function  to  provide.  The  Govern- 
ment had  already  been  freely  criticised 
because  they  had  ventured  to  deal  with 
one  aspect  of  the  poor  law  and  poverty 
problem  in  a  bold  and  generous  and 
practical  way,  by  granting  old-age  pen- 
sions, and  they  had  no  right,  on  the 
question  of  the  treatment  of  the  able- 
bodied  poor,  and  the  many  phases  of  the 
Poor  Law  problem  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  referred,  to  anticipate  the 
suggestions  and  remedies  that  might  be 
proposed  by  the  Commission  that  would 
report,  he  trusted,  in  October  or  Novem- 
ber. But,  in  the  meantime,  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  done  his  Department 
justice,   because    concurrently   with   the 
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consideration  bv  the  Royal  CommiBsioD 
of  this  vast  problem,  which  no  sin^e  Aet 
of  Parliament  could  settle,  the  Depart- 
ment had  met  local  authorities  in  manr 
cases  by  anticipation  in  the  handling  ot 
the  problem.    Every  scheme  of  work  hac 
been  generously  interpreted,  every  dain 
for    money    had    been    promptly    met, 
and  he  was  surprised  that  a  man  who 
shared  with  him  the  buoyant  optimism  of 
the  cream  of  the  working  classes  shooJd 
be  to-day  in   the   position  of  a  ddeiul 
Jeremiah,  and  he  regretted  that  the  hon. 
Member   for  Bethnal  Green   should  so 
readily  fall  into  the  elusive  trap  that  wa& 
being  set  in  advance  of  the  winter  bj 
tarifi'  reformers,  who  were  purposely  and 
deliberately  exaggerating  the  diffioilties 
of  the  unemployed  problem   by   giving 
figures  and  statistics,  and  creating  alaim 
and  panic  which   was  political   and  not 
economic  or  social  in  its  oBject  or  inten- 
tion.    He  could  assure  the  hon.  Members 
that  they  could  rely  on  the  Department 
doing  its  best  to  grapple  with  this  par- 
ticular problem  during  the  winter.  When 
they  met  again  next  February,  after  the 
autumn  session,   the  preparations  they 
had  made  for  the  winter  would  be  more 
than  approved  when  the  results  of  their 
activities  were  reviewed  by  Parliament. 
They  would  do  their  duty  promptly  and 
sympathetically. 


Mr.  PICKERSGILL  :  May  I  ask  if 
Prebendary  Wakefield  is  a  tariff  re- 
former 1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  he  did  not 

g've  that    interpretation    to    the     Rev. 
ussell    Wakefield's    speech    which    the 
hon.  Member  did# 

♦Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  he 
desired  to  complain  once  more  of  the 
treatment  of  Scotland  in  the  .matter  of 
the  unemployed  grant.  Probably  the 
Government  were  not  bound  legally  to 
give  an  equivalent  grant,  but  they  were 
morally  bound  to  do  so,  and  Scotland  had 
never  had  her  equivalent  grant  share  of 
that  £200,000  yet.  There  were  not 
many  places  in  Scotland,  but  there  were 
some,  especially  in  Glasgow,  that  wanted 
it.  He  would  like  to  appeal  to  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  would  not 
see  that  Scotland  was  treated  fairly  in 
regard    to    the    distribution    of    public 
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money.  He  did  not  want  to  stop  hon. 
Members  from  going  away — they  might 
do  less  mischief  at  home  than  here — but 
they  ought  to  put  public  duty  before 
holidays.  He  wanted  to  complain 
strongly  of  the  want  of  opportunity  that 
was  given  them  to  discuss  the  Estimates. 
It  had  always  been  understood  by  what 
they  called  the  constitution  that  it  was 
the  first  duty  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
criticise  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
but  under  the  present  procedure,  and 
especially  under  the  present  Government, 
they  had  had  no  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing a  large  number  of  the  Votes  at  all. 
For  instance,  there  were  a  number  of 
Scottish  Votes,  on  which  they  did  not 
want  so  much  to  consider  party  political 
matters  as  the  social  afiBurs  of  the 
country,  but  which  had  not  been 
considered  during  the  last  three  sessions. 
He  did  not  say  the  (Government  was 
responsible  for  the  guillotine,  but  he 
expected  from  a  Liberal  Government 
that  independent  Members  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  these 
matters  so  as  to  let  the  Departments 
know  what  their  constituents  wanted. 
It  was  almost  a  farce  to  say  that  this 
House  had  any  control  over  the  national 
finance  at  all.  The  Government  ought  to 
give  them  more  opportunities  of  discuss- 
ing the  Estimates.  He  knew  they  were 
not  going  to  get  any  such  opportunities 
in  the  Autunm  Session,  but  he  hoped 
next  session  more  facilities  would  be 
given  them  for  discussing  these  matters. 
He  would  like  the  Government  to  drop  a 
very  unfortunate  practice.  They  knew 
that  they  could  get  all  their  Votes  after 
the  allotted  days  under  the  guillotine, 
and  consequently  any  Votes  they  did  not 
desire  to  be  criticised  could  bo  carefully 
kept  from  the  purview  of  the  House,  and 
that  was  the  practice  he  desired  the 
Government  to  drop.  There  were  many 
Votes  which  they  ought  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  considering  which  never 
came  before  the  House  at  all.  On  the 
face  of  it  it  looked  as  though  the 
Gpvemment  kept  back  some  of 
those  Votes,  such  as  Army  Vote  12, 
because  they  were  afraid  of  discussion, 
and  that  was  doing  a  great  wrong  to  the 
country  and  to  the  House,  In  future, 
more  especially  as  the  Prime  Minister 
represented  a  Scottish  constituency,  he 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  give 
them  some  further  opportunities  of  con- 
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sidering  the  local  affairs  of  what  was  the 
most  important  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  There  were  a  number  of 
matters  upon  which  it  would  have  been 
much  more  convenient  if  he  had  the 
Prime  Minister's  opinion  before  he 
visited  his  constituency,  for  then  he 
would  be  able  to  tell  them  the  Govern- 
ment view,  but  if  the  Prime  Minister  did 
not  give  them  his  views  till  early  in 
October,  it  would  be  too  late  for  him  (Mr. 
Morton)  to  discuss  the  matter  with  his  con- 
stituents this  year.  In  regard  to  the  land 
question  in  Scotland  the  Lord  Chancellor 
had  made  a  speech  in  another  place  in 
which  he  declared  the  Small  Landholders' 
Bill  (Scotland)  to  be  defunct,  and  pro- 
mised to  consider  whether  the  English 
Act  of  last  year  could  be  applied  to 
Scotland.  That  speech,  if  made  at  all, 
should  have  been  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  was  their  leader.  He 
(Mr.  Morton)  was  anxious  to  assist  the 
Prime  Minister  as  far  as  possible,  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
give  him  his  advice  in  time  to  make  any 
use  of  it  what  was  the  good  of  having  a 
Prime  Minister?  The  Gk)vernment  had 
given  too  much  attention  to  the  considera- 
tion of  rich  trusts  and  companies,  and  if  the 
same  consideration  had  been  given  to  Scot- 
tishaffairs  it  would  have  been  all  the  better 
for  the  people  of  Scotland.  He  hoped  the 
Prime  Minister  would  give  him  some  assur- 
ance that  they  would  have  more  oppor- 
tunities for  the  discussion  of  Scottish 
Estimates  next  session.  He  would  also 
like  some  information  in  regard  to  the 
Land  Bill.  He  trusted  the  Government 
would  give  the  points  he  had  raised 
their  best  consideration. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they    do    not    insist    on    their 
Amendments  to  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
Bill  to  which  this  House  has  disagreed. 

That  they  do  not  insist  on  their 
Amendment  to  the  Irish  Universities 
Bill  to  which  this  House  has  disagreed, 
and  agree  to  the  Amendment  made  by 
the  Commons  to  the  Amendment  made  by 
the  Lords  without  Amendment. 
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{COMMOXR} 


That  thoy  lia\^  at^reed  to^^^ — Conioli- 
duted  Fund  ( Appropriatioo)  Bill*  (^omnioiia 
Hi^gulfttion  (Towyii  Trewan)  Provkioiial 
Oru(>r  Bill,  wilhaut  Amendment 

Ame^ndmunta  to — Endowed  Schools 
(Masters)  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amond- 
mfliit. 


Message 
miiitiaiiQri. 


to   attend   the    Lorda   Ctim- 


a/the  IlauM^ 


The      Uouae 
r^tiimod ; — 

Mr.  SPitAKER  reported  the  Foyal  asaent 

to  a  nambor  of  Acti  (see  page  liOT-l), 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  pursuant  to 
the  Onier  of  the  House  o£  lOlh  Juljr, 
adjourned  the  House,  without  Qu^tloti 
put,  till  Monday^  12tb  October* 

Afljounied  at  Twenty  three  ndotiUs 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


Title  of  BUI. 


♦Agricultural    Holdings 
|H.L.] 


*Bee  Pest  (Ireland) 


♦Commons  [h.l.] 


■^Companies  (Consolidation) 


♦Consolidated  Fund  (Appro- 
priation) 

Coroners  (Ireland) 


♦Costs  in  Criminal  Cases 


Broiigfat  In  by 


ProgroBB. 


Earl  Carringion 


Lord  Denman 


Earl  Carringion 


Lord  Chancellor 


Earl  Beauchamp 


Lord  Chancellor 


Common     Amendments    Con- 
sidered 30th  July  (1677) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Read  2«  22nd  July  (57) 
Committee  29th  July  (1393) 
Report  \30th  July 

Read  3«  and  passed/    (1676) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Report  27th  July  (740) 
Bead  3<'  and  passed  28th  July 
(1165) 

Committee  27th  July  (735) 
Report  29th  July  a427) 
Read  3<'  and  passed  30th  July 

(1676) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

^yarTLnt}l«*Aug.(2074) 

Report  27th  July  (740) 

Read  3''  and  passed  28th  July 

(1165) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2075) 

Read  2«  23rd  July  (274) 

Read  3*  and  passed  29th  July 

1446) 
Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2075) 
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(A.)    House  of  LoKDa^-^xmimmed. 


Title  of  BOL 


Brovg^  in  hj 


*Cran  Measures  [H.L.]  Earl  Carrington 


Endowed  Schools  (Masters)     Earl  Beauchamp 
♦Evicted  Tenante  (Ireland)     Earl  of  Cretce 

♦Expiring  Laws  Ontinuance  Earl  of  Cretce 


Fatal  Accidents  (Damages) 

♦Finance  Earl  of  Crewe 


^Friendly  Societies 


Lord  Denman 


♦Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act     Lord  Denman 
(1836)  Amendment 


♦Irish  Universities 


Earl  of  Crewe 


23idJo}^ 


Bead2-22iid  Joij(5I> 
Committee  V 

i2r3.»dp«dj'  ^^'> 

Royal  Assent  Int  Ang,  (^2074 1 

Boyal  Aasrat  Ist  An^  (2075; 

ConmMHis    Amendments    Coe- 
ndered  dOUi  July   (1680) 
Boyal  Assent  1st  Aa^  (2074) 

Bead  1-  28th  July  (1072) 
Bead  2-  29th  July  (1433) 

S^'***}  30th  July  (1676 

Bead  3«  and  passed  31st  Jd- 

(1910) 
Boyal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Boyal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Bead  1-  27th  July  (708) 
Bead  2-  29th  July  (1398) 
Bead  3-  30th  July  (1676) 
Boyal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074? 

Read  2«  23rd  Julv  (255) 
Co^mitteej  ,,^j^  j^^  ^j,^. 

B^ui  3"  and  passed  31st  Jnlv 

(1910) 
Boyal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2074) 

Bead  1"  25th  Julv  (597) 
Read  2«  28th  Julv  (1166) 

Bead  3-  30th  July  (1677) 
Boyal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2075) 

Read  V  25th  July  (597) 
Bead  2-  27th  July  (741) 

S^rt**^^  )30thJulr 

Bead  3- and  passed  J     ^^^^^^ 
Commons    Amendments    Con- 
sidered 31st  July  (1939) 
Boyal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2075) 


♦Isle    of     Man     (Customs     Lord  Denman 
Duties) 


Bead  2«  27th  July  (727) 

Bead  3"  and  passed  29th  July 

(1444) 
Boyal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 
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(A).  House  of  Lords — caniinued. 


Title  of  BiU. 


Brought  In  by 


Law  of  Distress  Amendment 


=*Lunacy  [h  l.] 


Married  Women's  Property 


Progress 


Lord  Courtney  of  Pen-     Committee  23rd  July  (258) 
vjtth 


Lord  Chancellor 


Earl  offftradbroke 


Matrimonial  Causes  [h.l.]    |  Earl  Eussell 


Municipal  Franchise  (Mer- 
cantile Corporations  and 
Companies)  [H.L.] 

'♦Naval  Lands  (Volunteers) 


''Naval  Marriages 


Old-Age  Pensions 


Lord  Aoehury 


Earl  of  Oranard 


Earl  of  Chanard 


i  Viscount  Wdherhampton 


Patents  and  Designs 


♦Poisons     and     Pharmacy     Earl  of  Cretve 

[H.L.] 


Police  Superannuation 


Lord  Newton 


Read  1»  22nd  July  (3) 
Bead  2«  29th  July  (1444) 
Committee  Kq^j^  j^^^^ 

ReSd  3«  and  passed  J   (^^^^) 

Read  1«  22nd  July  (3) 
Second    Reading    (adjourned) 

27th  July  (736) 
Read2«28th  July  (i  165) 
Committeej  29th  July  (1446) 

Read  3«  and  passed  30th  Jvily 

(1677) 
Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2075) 

Second  Reading  defeated  22nd 
July  (4) 

Report  27th  July  (740) 
Bead  3"  and  passed  28th  July 
(1165) 

Read  1«  25th  July  (597) 
Read  2«  29th  July  (1445) 
Committee  K^^j^  j^^^ 

Read  3«  and  passed/    ^^^'^'^^ 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Read  1«  28th  July  (1072) 
Read  2«  29th  July  (1433) 
Committee  ]  oAi.u  t  1 

Report  ^J^^JJf 

Read  3«  and  passed]    ^^^^^^ 
Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2074) 

Committee  28th  July  (1073) 
Report  29th  July  (1438) 
Read  3"  and  passed  30th  July 

(1637) 
Commons    Amendm  ents    Con 

sidered  31st  July  (1910) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074* 


Read  3«  and  passed  22nd  Jub 
(58) 

Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 
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■    (A.)    HoxTSB  Of  Lords— «mitfm«rf. 


Title  of  BlU. 


Brooght  In  by 


Polling  Arran^ments  (Par-     Vxscwmt  MidUUm 
liamentary  Boroughii) 


Read  2*  22nd  July  (57) 
Committee  1  27th  Jtdv 

Report  [      (729)  " 

Read  3«  and  passed  28th  July 

(1165) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 


^Polling      Districts      and     Lord  MarchamUy 
Registration   of   Voters 
(Ireland) 


Read  2*  27th  July  (737) 
Committee  i   28th  Joly 

Report  /    (1166) 

Read  S**  and  passed  29th  July 

(1446) 
Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2074) 


Polling  Districts    (Ck>unty 
(Councils) 


Read  2«  22nd  July  (58) 
Committee  \  27th  July 

Report  /      (729) 

Read  3«  and  passed  28th  July 

(1165) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 


*Post  Office  Savings  Bank     Earl  of  Crranard 

^Public  Health  (Markets  in  |  Lard  Allendale 

Rural  Districts) 

i 

♦Public  Offices  Sites   (Ex-     Earl  of  Granard 
tension)  I 


♦Public  Works  Loans 


Registration 


Earl  of  Crewe 


♦Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed     Lord  Donman 
Oats  Supply  (Ireland) 


*SmaIl  Holdings  and  Allot- 
ments I 

♦Summary       Jurisdiction    I  Lord  Chancellor 
(Ireland) 


Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 
Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2074) 


Committee 

Report 

Read  3""  and  passed 

Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2075) 


I- 


8th  July 
(1072) 


Read  1«  29th  July  (1374) 
Read  2«  30th  July  (1677) 
Read  3*  and  passed  31st  July 
I     (1910) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

•  Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2075) 

Read  2*  27th  July  (728) 
i  Committee  \  28th  July 
I  Report         /     (1164) 

Read  3'*  and  passed  29th  Jvly 
(1444) 
j  Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2074) 


Report  22nd  July  (58) 

Read  3'*  and  passed  23rd  Julj^ 

(273) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 
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(A.)    House  of  Lords — contim^ed. 


Title  of  Bill. 


Brought  in  by 


ProgreM. 


"•Telegraph  Construction  Earl  of  Granard 


Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland) 


University  of  Durham 


^Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland) 


Earl  of  Camperdoum 


Viscount  Ridley 


Lord  Denman 


Wild  Birds 


Read  2-  23rd  July  (261) 
Committee  27th  July  (733) 
Report  \  30th  July 

Read  3^  and  passed  /       (1676) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2076) 

Read  3"  and  passed  27th  July 

(740) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2074) 

Read  1«  25th  July  (597) 
Read  2^  27th  July  (739) 
Committee! 


Report       / 


28th  July  (1166) 


Read  3<>  and  passed  29th  July 

(1446) 
Royal  Assent  1st  Aug.  (2075) 

Read  2«  27th  July  (728) 
Committee|  .g^^  j^,^  ^^^^^^ 

Read  3"  and  passed  29th  July 

(1445) 
Royal  Assent  Ist  Aug.  (2075) 

g^rt'*"  }  23nlJuly  (265) 

Read  3'  and  passed  27th  July 

(740) 
Royal      Assent       1st      Aug. 

(2074) 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


Title  of  Bill. 


'^Agricultural  Holdings 
1h.i..] 


Assizes  <&  Quarter  Sessions 

[H.L.] 
^Commons  [H.L.] 
Companies  [h.l.] 


^Consolidated  Fund 
(Appropriation) 


Biongbt  in  by 


Sir  E.  Sirachey 

Mr,  0.  Williams 

Sir  B.  Sirachey 
Sir  H.  Kearley 

Mr.  Uoyd-Oeorge 


Read  2<'  22nd  July  (244) 
Committee  27th  July  (1059) 
Report  )  28th  Jnly 

Read  3*  and  passed  /    (1354) 

Read  P  21th  July  (511) 


Read  1'  30th  July  (1775) 

ReJ^rt""^  )  27th  Jul 

Read  3«  and  passed  )     <^^^) 


Read  V  29th  July  (1628) 
Read  2*  30th  July  (1781)  (I8«5) 

Bead  3*  and  pawed   Ist  Aug. 
(2097) 
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(B.)    House  of  Cobcmons. — amivMted. 


TlUeof  BUI. 


Brouffht  in  bj 


ProfreML 


*Qnxk  Measures  [h.l.] 


Sir  E.  Strachey 


^Crimiiial  Appeal  Amend-  '-  Sir  U\  Robson 
ment  [h.l.]  , 


''^Croftan    Commons  Graz- 
ingS  Regulation 

^East  India  Loans 


Mr.  Sinclair 


Mr,  Buchaiwn 


^Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Mr.  Rtindman 


♦Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland) 
[H.U] 


^Expiring      Laws      Con- 
tinuance 


Factory  and  Workshop 
Aet  (1901)  Amendment 
(Na2) 

♦Finanee 


♦Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act 
(1836)  Amendment 


Mr.  BirreU 


Mr.  Hobhouse 


Mr.  Steadman 


Mr.  Lhyd'Oeorge 


Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU 


Gfooer's  Licences  (Abolition)  i  Mr.  BoUiison 

Importation    of    Plumage     Lord  R.  Cecil 
Pn^bition  [h.l.] 


■^Irish  Universities 


Mr.  BirreU 


♦liocal   Government  (Scot-  i  Mr.  Sinclair 
land)  I 

Municipal  Franchise  (Mer-  |  Sir  JF.  Holland 
cantile  Corporations  and  | 
Companies)  [H.L.]  ' 


;  Read  1*  23rd  July  (368) 
j  Read  2*  25th  July  (700) 

I  £jl>rt'^  )  28th  July 

ReS  3^  and  ptsaedj    <^^^^ 

Readl»22nd  July  (112) 
Itead  2*  30th  July  (1904) 

:  Read  P  30th  July  (1774) 


Read  !•  30th  July  (1903) 

Read  2^  28th  July  (1362) 
Committee  29th  July  (1629) 
lieport  \  30th  July 

Read  3' and  passed/  (1904) 

Read  2«  22nd  July  (241) 
Committee  27th  July  (989) 
Report  ^  28th  July 

Read  3'' and  passed  j     (1354) 


Read  2*  24th  July  (596) 
£^t^^  1  27th  July 

Read  3*  and  passed  J   ^^^^^^ 


Read  V  27th  July  (890) 


Read  3*  and  passed  25th  July 
(663) 

Committee  22nd  July  (228) 
Report  \  23rd  July 

Read  3<'  and  passed/     (495) 

ReadP29th  July  (1513) 

Read  !•  22nd  July  (113) 


Report  23rd  July  (368) 
Report  24th  July  (5 1 2)     \ 
Read  3^*  and  passed  25th  July 

(616) 
Lords  Amendments  (Donsid^ied 

31st  July  (2000) 

Read  1*  30th  July  (1774) 


Read  P  29th  July  (1513) 
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(B.)    House  of  Coumohs— continued. 


Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  In  by 

♦Naval  Lands  (Volunteers) 

Mf\  McKeniui 

*Naval  Marriages 

Mr.  McKenna 

*01d-Age  Pensions 

Mr.  Uoyd'Gionje 

♦Post  Office  Sites 

Mr,  Sf^dr^'j  Ihuion 

♦Public  Works  Loans 

Mr,  Hobhou^e 

♦Registration  [H.L.] 

Sir  fF.  liaison 

♦Small  Holdings  Allotments 
[H.L.] 

Sir  E.  Strachet/ 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ire- 
land) 

Marqthess  of  Hamilton 

Transfer  of  Goods 

Mr.  J,  D.  White 

♦Trawling    in     Prohibited 
Areas  Prevention 

Mr,  Sinclair 

University  of  Durham 

Mr.  Hills 

♦White  Phosphorus  Matches 
Prohibition 

Mr.  Gladstme 

♦VVTiale  Fisheries  (Ireland) 

Mr.  Cherry 

Progress. 


Committee 

Report  [■ 

Read  3"  and  passed  j 


)  23rd  Julv 
(494)  ' 


Read  2*'  23rd  July  (494) 
Committee 


Report 

Read  3*  and  passed 


Y\ 


th  July 
(1058) 


Lords  Amendments  Considered 
3lst  July  (1970) 

Read  2*^  29th  July  (1631) 

Read  T  22nd  July  (245) 
Committee  27th  July  (1003) 
Report  )^28th  July 

iCoad  3"  and  passed  j     (1354) 

Report  1  23rd  July 

Read  3°  and  passed  /     (494) 

Read  2^  25th  July  (700) 
Committee  28th  July  (1355) 
Report  \29th  July 

Read  3^  and  passed/    (1628) 

Lords  Amendments  Considered 
29th  July  (1632) 

Read  P  30th  July  (1774) 

Read  P  30th  July  (1774) 


Report 
Read  3'' 

Raad  P  30th  July  (1774) 


\24th  July 
Read  3*^  and  passed]     (596) 


Lords  Amendments  Considered 
31st  July  (2014) 
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INDEX 


TO  THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED    EDITION]. 
ELEVENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1908. 

JULY  22^AUGUST  I. 


EXPLANATION    OF    ARRANGEMENT    AND    ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills  t  Head  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time -■  iR.,  2R.,  3r.  [c.  ]  »  Ck>mniont.  [/.]«  Lords. 
Amendt.  =■  Amendment.  Os.  a.  Observations.  Qs.  =  Questions.  As.  ■»  Answers. 
Com.  ■■  Committee.     Con.  =i  Consideration.    Bep.  =  Report. 

Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with  Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it 
indicates  that  no  Debate  took  place  on  that  stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote. 

Subjects  discussed  in  Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under 
Members'  Names,  without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Aberdare  I  Aoland,  Mr.  P.  D.— con^ 

School  Teachers,  Dismissal  of.  Estimates — Application    of    Surpltises    to 

Q.     Mr,     Yoxall ;    A,     ^Mr.     Runcimon,  meet  Deficiencies,  July  27,   1068. 

July  28,  1176.  :MiUtia  Ballot  Act,  Position  of,  Jnly  27, 

Ah    d  ^^^^* 

ADeraeexi                                      ^.  .  .       ,           l  Officers'     Promotion,     Effect    of    Special 

Naval  Volunteer  Reserve  Division  for.  Reserve  on,  July  27,  930,  035. 

Q,     Mr.  Pirie;    A,     Mr.  McKenna,  Jti/y  „         .  ^ 

J^    1731.  Special  Reserve 

Bounty  Conditions  of  granting,  July 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  County,  N.E.]  27,  928,  929. 

Annesley    Estate — Case    of    VV.    Aheme,  Drafts  in  time  of  War,  July  27,  926^ 

July  29, 1473.  928. 

Fermoy  Courthouse,  Control  of,  Jnly  28,  [  Training  Arrangements.  July  27,  928 

1188.                                                          .  Territorial  Force 

Fleury  Estate— Case  of  J.  Sisk,  July  31,  Engineer  Officers,  Pay  of,./ %  23,  326. 

Jury  Service,  Exemption  from,  July  27, 

Grehan  Estate — Case  of  J.  Thcrry  and  Son,  930. 

July  23,  360.  ^^^  Office—Case  of  Mr.  Webber,  Aug.  i. 

Kildorrery    Petty    Sessions — Case    of    W.  2092,  2093. 

Stackpoole,  Aug,  1,  2086.  r  K 

Kingston  Estate— Sale  Proposals,  Jvly  24,  Aclaild-Hood,   St  Hn.  Sir    A  [Somerset, 

609.  Wellington] 

Madden  Estate— Case  of  D.  Dorgan,  Jvly  Expiring    I^ws   Continuance    Bill,    Com.^ 

22,  74.  July  27,  1012. 

Nason  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.   M.   Eagan,  Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Con.,  Jvly  27^ 

Jvly  22,  73.  1006. 

Acland,  Mr.   P.    J}.— Financial  Secreimry  to  Adkint,    Mr.    W.     E-    [Lancashire,      S.E., 

the  War  Office  (Yorkshire,  Richmond]  Middleton] 

Directorof  Finance,  Office  of,  .4 u^.i,  2091,  County  and  Borough  Councils— Financial 

2092.  ^^'^'^'^'-^sMdWf^-oo^ie 


Adk-Agr] 


Adkim,  Mr.  W.  R,—€ont, 

Licensing  HiJI,  Claufte  1,  Interpretation  of, 
July '29,  loll.' 

Admiralty 

Fir^'t  />>rrf— Ritjht  Hon.  R.  McKennA. 
Financial  Stcniary — Dr.  T.  J.  Macna. 
roara. 

Chain  Contratt^. 

Q.     Mr.  ,7.  Johnson  ;    A,     Mr.  McKenna, 
July  28,  1212. 

China  and  Earthenware  Contractfl. 
<?.    Mr.Wedg>%ood;   J.     Mr. McKenna, 
July  22,  74. 

Contracts— Wages  paid  by  Messrs.  Rolf. 
Q.     Mr.  \V.  Thome  ;    A,     Mr.  McKenna, 
July  27,  820. 

Press,  System  of  giving  Information  to. 
Os.     Earl  Winterton,  July  30,  1890  ; 
Mr.  McKenna,  1892  ;  Mr.  Hay, 
1892. 
Q.     3Xr.    Staveley-Hili;     A.     Mr. 
U  McKenna,  July  27,  822. 

Quantity  Surveyors,  Payments  to. 
Q^.     Mr.  Guinness  ;     .4«.  Mr.  McKenna, 
>•  July  28,  1207  ;   July  30,  1740. 

llough  Carpentering,  Men  emploved  on. 
Q.     Mr.    W.   T.    Wilson;    A.  ^Mr.   Mc- 
Kenna, Jvly  31,  1950. 

•Shipbuilding     Contractors     and     Foreign 
Contracts. 
Qa.     Mr.    Herbert,    Mr.    Younger;    As, 
Mr.  3IcKenna,  July  28,  1204. 
Wireless  Telegrai)hy,  set  that  title. 

Aerial  ITavig^ation 

War   Office   Expenditure    (1903-8). 
Q.    Mr.  J.  D.  White ;    A.    Mr.Haldane, 
July  29,   1481. 

Africa 

Liquor  Traffic  among  Native  Races. 
Os,  Sir  G.  Parker,  July  28,  1292-1295, 
1330;  Colonel    Seely,      1329-1331; 
Mr.  L.  Jones,  1330. 

Africa,  East 

[For   Particular  Places   see   their  Names, 
as  I'ganda,  etc.] 

Labour 

Employment    Re^jort,    Date    of    Pre- 
senting. 

Q,     Viscount    Helmsley ;       A. 
(^olonel  Seely,  July  22,  67. 
Rules. 

Qs.     Sir  C.  Hill,  Mr.  Ashley ;     As. 

Colonel  Seely,  JvXy  27,  868. 
Qs.     Mr.  Ashley;     As.     Mr.  Chur- 
chill,  Jvly  29,  1492. 
Land  Tenure  Legislation. 

Q<i.     Sir  C.  Hill,  3Hr.  Rees  ;  As,     Colonel 
Seely,  July  27,  868. 
Ordinances — Placing  in  Library. 
Q.     Sir  C.  Hill ;  A.     Colonel  Seely,  July 
22;  67.  ^ 
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Africa,  'BAMi—c<mt, 

Portuguese    Native    Labour    Recruitment 
Itegulations. 

Qs.     Mr.     Staveley  -  Hill,    Sir     G. 
Parker;      As.     Colonel    Seely. 
Jviy  23,  328,  329. 
Q.     Mr.  Staveley. Hill;  ^.     Colonel 
Seely.  July  27,  869. 

Railway  Construction,  Grants  for. 

Q,    Mr.  Rees;    A,     Colonel  Seely,  ./Wy 
27,  838. 

[   Rules  in  Cd.  4122. 

Q,  SirC.  Hill;  A,  Col.  Seely,  J^y  22, 
57. 
Steamship  Communication  with. 
Q,    Mr.   E.  Cecil;     A,    Colonel  Seely, 
July  29,  1458. 

Africa,  South 

[For    Particular    Colonies,    etc.,    see    their 
Names,  as  Transvaal.] 

Administrative  Policy. 

Os.     Mr.     Lyttelton,    July    28,     1247; 
Colonel  Seely,  1267-1269,  1273. 

Compensation  Fund,  Administration  of. 
Q,     >Ir.     Staveley. Hill ;        A.     Colonel 

Seelv,  July  27,  869. 
Q.     Mr.  Wedgwood;  A.    Colonel  Seely, 
July  28,  1223. 

Financial    Administration    under    Crown 
Colony  Government. 
Os,    Mr.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1250. 

Garrison 
Cost  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Brodie ;  A,    Mr.  HaldAnev 
July  23,  322. 

Reduction, 

Q.     Mr.   A.   S.    Wilson;      A.     Mr. 
Haldane,  July  22,  66. 

Manhood  Suffrage,  Results  of  Lowering. 
Os.     Mr.     Lyttelton,    July    28,     1248; 
Colonel   Seelv,    1268;      Mr.   J.    R. 
Macdonald,  1277. 


Native  Education  Report. 
Q,     SirT.  Esmonde;  A. 
July  27,  830. 


Colonel  Seely, 


Africa,  West 

[For   Particular   ProHnees,   etc,   see   their 
Names,  as  Nigeria.] 

Principe  and  San  Thorn*'  Labour  Regula- 
tions. 
Q.     Sir  C.  Dilke ;     A.    Mr.  J.   A. 
Pease,  July  27,  878. 

Agricultural  Credit  Banks 

Foreign  Systems. 

Q,     Mr.  Morrell;    A.     Sir  E.  Stracliey. 
July  29,  1462. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill 

c,  2k.*  July  22,  244. 
Com.,  July  27,  1059. 
Con.  and  3r.*  July  28,  1354. 
/.  Commons   Amendmts.,    Con.,   July    30: 

1677. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074, 
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Agricultural  Sates  Act 

Poultry  Farms,  Application  to. 

Q,     Sir  F.  Channing;     A,    Mr.  Bums, 
Jvly  27,  843. 

Agriculture 

Labourers'  Wages,  Hours  of  ^Vork,  etc. 
Q,     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;  A.    Mr.  Churchill, 
Jnly  24,  505. 

Statistics  (1907)  Presented,  July  31,  1909, 
1943. 

Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Board 

President — Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  Ireland 

Viee-President—Rt.  Hon.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Official  Information,  Ciicular  against  Divul- 

Qs.     Mr.    Delany ;      As.     Mr.    Cherry, 
Jtiiy  28,  1240. 

Veterinary  Branch  Salaries. 

Q.     Mr.  Delany;    A,     Mr.  Cherry,  Jvly 
28,  1241. 


Aileen  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Cassidy. 
Q,     Mr.     Fetherstonhaugh ; 
Birrell,  Jvly  30,  1708. 


Mr. 


Alnsworth,  Mr.  J.  S.  (Argyll) 

Army,  Foreign  Service — Officers*  Houses, 
July  27,  859. 

Land  Purchase — Financial  Proposals,  July 
29,  1511. 

Limavady  and  Dungiven  Railway,  Grant 
to.  July  27,  817. 

Public  Works  Loans  (Remission)  Bill 
Expenses  Resolution,  July  23,  487, 
491. 

Aire  and  Calder  Savigation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2077. 

Aldgate 

Tramway  to  Bow — Danger  of  Stud  System. 
Q.     Sir  J.    Benn;      A.     Mr.   Churchill, 
July  22,  m, 

All-British  Steamship  Boute 

proposals*  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.   McHugh;     A,     Mr.   Churchill, 

July  28,  1237. 
Q,     Mr.  Byles  ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith,  July 

30,  1773. 

Allen.  Mr.  A.  A.  [ChriAtohurch] 

Bournemouth  Post  Office 

Allocation  of  Duties,  July  31,  1952. 

Classification,  July  U,  501. 

Hoxton — use  of  pougias  Hall,  July  29, 
1496. 
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Allendale,  Lord 

Married    Women's    Property    Bill,    2iu 
July  27,  737. 

Motors 

Dust  Nuisance,  July  29,  1386. 

Horus,  Prohibition  of,  proposod,  July 
29,  1384. 

Legislation,   necessity    for,   July  29y 
1383. 

Speed    Restrictions,   July   29»    1384- 
1386. 

Ambergate 

Reservoir  Works — Wages  paid. 

Qs.     Mr.  J.  Ward  ;  A  *.    Mr.  H.  Samuel, 
July  27,  878. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  K.  [Mayo,  W.} 

Irish    Congestion    Commission,    Cost    of, 
July  30,  1604. 

Ammanford    Urban    District    Couneil 
Water  Bill 

c.  Con.,*  July  22,  59. 

3r.*  July  27,  806. 
/.  Commons'    Amendts.,   Con.,    July  2S, 

1069. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2077. 

Ancient  Monuments 

(England    and    Wales) — Scope    of    Com- 
mission. 
Q,    Mr.  Silcock  ;   A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
July  24,  505. 


AnsBsthetics 

Deaths  from  (1901-8) 
Q.     Mr.   Cooper ;      A 
July  30,  1698. 
*  Q,     Mr.  Bramsdon  ; 
July  31,  1952. 

Annesley  Estate 

Case  of  W.  Aheme. 
Q,     Mr.    Abraham  j 
July  29,  1473. 


A. 


Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mr.  Gladstone, 


A.    Mr.   ffimll. 


Anson,  Sir  W.  R.  [Oxford  University] 

Endowed      Schools     (Masters)    BiU,    2]?. 

JTw/y  2^,  1363  ;    Com.,  July  29,  l^^, 

1031. 
Iri^    Universities    Bill,    Con.,   Julf   23, 

376-378,    442,    461^     462;  July  24, 

541-544. 

Ardglass 

Cattle-drivinjr  Prosecutions. 
Qs.     Mr.   C.   Craig;     As,    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  22,  98. 

Argentina 

British  Trade  with.  Increase  iq. 
09.     Mr.    Lloyd -George,  July  25,  685, 
686;      Mr.   A.   Chamberlain,  685; 
Mr.  J.  M.  Henderson,  700. 

Trade  Report,  presented,  July  20,  16S5. 
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Anugh 

Offences  in  County— Return  ordered,  Jvlv 
28.  1170.  ^ 

Pott  Office  Appointments. 
Q.     Mr.  P.  Merhan  ;    .-1.     Mr.  Buxton, 
Jvly  24,  499. 

AmaBiaiits 

Expenditure  on.  Limitation  of. 
Os.    Air.  Lloyd-Ocorge,  Jvly  25,  690. 

Amy 

Secretary    of    State^Wi,    Hon.    H.    B. 
Haldane. 

Parliamentary    Secretary — Lord     Lucas. 

Financial  Secrdary^^lr.  F.  D.  Acland. 
<'avalry  for  Scotland. 

Os.     Earl    of    Rosebury,    Lord    Lucas, 
July  27,  724. 

riutterbrick  and  Pepy.s,  Captains.  Transfer 
of. 

Q.     Sir  C.   Rashe;     A.     Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Jily  23,  323. 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Garrison  Reductions. 
Q.     Mr.    Ashley;       A.    Mr.    Haldane, 
Jvly  27,  860. 

Director  of  Finance,  Office  of. 
Q.    Colonel    R.     Williams;        A.     Mr. 

Haldane,  July  30,  1736. 
Qs,    Mr.    Bowles;      As.     Mr.    Acland, 

Aug.  1,  20?}1. 

Engineer  Services— Removal  Expenses  of 
;  Surveyors. 

t»  Q,     Captain    Donelan ;        A.    Mr. 

Haldane,  July  27,  837. 

Foreign  Manoeuvres,  Attendance  of  Officers 
at. 
Qs.    Mr.  Ashley;     As,     >lr.  Hal- 
dane  ;    July  27,  865. 

Foreign  Service — Officers*  Houses. 

Q.    Mr.   Verney,   Mr.   A  ins  worth ;      A. 
Mr.  Haldane,  July  27,  858. 

Fourth  Notts  and  Derby  Regiment,  Head- 
quarters  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  Starkey;     As.    Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Jyly  29,  1482. 

Crovemment  Policy. 

C.     Mr.    Bellairs;       A.     Mr:    Asquith, 
Jnly  28,  1243. 

Infantry    Units— Shortage    below  Estab- 
lishment. 

Oe.     Viscount   Hardinge,  Jvly  S2, 
53  ;  Lord  Lucas,  55. 

Inquiries   Held   since    1800— Return   pro- 
posed. 
Q.     Mr.     Bellairs;        A.     Mr. 
Asquith,  July  29,  1456. 

Return  Ordered.  July  30,  1693. 

King's  Liverpool  Regiment,  Promotion  in. 
Q,     Mr.   Crosfield;      A.     Mr.   Haldane, 
Jvly  29,  1457. 

OOlitia,    Volunteers,    Yeomanry,   gee  those 
titles. 
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Armj^cotu. 

Officers 

Promotion,  Eflfect  of  Special  Reserve 

on. 

Os.     Mr.  Guy  Baring,  July  27, 

910 ;       Captain   Morriscm- 

Bell,   910,   934-936;     Mr. 

Acland,  930,  935. 

Supply  of. 
Os.     CaptAin    Morrison- Bell,    July 
27,  92a 

Training  Corps. 

Qs.     Mr.   Ashley;      As.     Mr.   Hal- 
dane, July  27,  861. 

Universities  and  Public  Schools,  Re- 
cruiting from. 
Os.     Mr.     Haldane,    July    27, 
895.  896  ;    Mr.  C.  Warner, 
908  ;    Mr.  Hunt,  923. 

Recruits — Pay   of, 

Qs.     Mr.   Ashley;      As.     Mr.   Hal- 
dane. July  27,  861. 

Reductions  Effected. 
Os.  Viscount  Midleton,  July  22.  25, 
27  ;  Mr.  Ashley,  July  27,  899-904 ; 
Mr.  Haldane,  903 :  Captain  Mom- 
son.Bell,  918;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
921. 

Reserve,  Strength  ot 
Os.     Mr.   Ashley.  July  27,   902;      Mr. 
A-  J.  Balfour,  921.  922 ;    Mr.  Hal- 
dane. 921,  923. 

Royal  Engineers  Special  Reserve— Age  for 
Enlistment. 
Q.     Mr.  Ashley ;   A.     Mr.  Haldane, 
Jvly  27,  862. 

Sandhurst  Royal  Military  College  Oidet- 
ships. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Salter  ;  A.  Mr.  Haklaae, 
Jvly  27,  837. 

Special  Reserve 

Age  Limit. 

Os.  Mr.  Ashley,  July  27,  900.  901  ; 
CapUin  Faber,  912;  Mr.  W. 
Nicholson,  914. 

Bounty,  Conditions  of  Granting. 
Os.     Mr.    W.    Nicholson,   July  f7, 
913,  929 ;  Mr.  Acland,  928, 9ML 

Conditions  of  Service. 
Os.    Mr.  W.  Nicholson,  July  27, 913. 

Drafts  in  Time  of  War. 
Os.     Mr.  Acland,  July  27,  926-928  ; 
Mr.  Ashley,  927. 

Equipment  of. 
Os,     Viscount  Hardinge,   July   22, 
54  ;  Lord  Lucas,  55. 

Foreign  Service  Organisation. 
Os.     M.*.   A-   J,    Balfour,  July  27, 
922  ;    Mr.  Haldane,  923  :    Mr 
Carlile,  931. 
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.Army — cont. 

Special  Reserve — cont. 

Officers,  Proposals  as  to. 

Os.     Lord  Liioas,  July  22,  56 ; 

Mr.  Haldane,  July  27,  896, 

916 ;  Mr.  C.  Warner,  908  ; 

Mr.  Guy  Baring,  910;  Mr. 

W.  Nicholson,  914. 
Q,     Mr.  Godfrey   Baring;    A, 

Mr.  Haldane,  July  29, 1458. 

High  Sheriffs,  Liability  for  Ser- 
vice as. 
Os,     Mr.    Hunt,   July   27, 
923. 

Transfers  from  the  ^lilitia. 

Os.     Mr.     Haldane,    July    27, 
r  895,  897. 

Organisation  of. 

5*.     Mr.  Haldane,  July  27,  890-893. 

898  ;  Mr.  Ashley,  898,  899,  904, 

905  ;   Mr.  C.  Warner,  906  ;   Mr. 

^  Guy   Baring,    911  ;       Lord   J. 

9  Joicey-Cecil,  917  ;    Mr.  Carlile, 

*^  931-934. 

Physique  of  Recruits. 

Os,     Mr.  Hunt,  July  27,  923,  924. 
Recruiting  Returns. 

Os.     Mr.   Haldane,   July  27,   894; 
*'  Mr.     Ashley,    900;        Mr.    C. 

i  Warner,  707. 

--  Rifles,  New,  Date  of  Supplying. 

Os,  Mr.  C.  Warner,  July  27,  907 ; 
Captain  Morrison- Bell,  920. 

Training  Arrangements. 

Os.     Mr.  Ashley,  July  27,  905  ;   Mr. 
«  0.  Warner,  907  ;  Captain  Faber, 

911 ;    Mr.  Acland,  928. 

Transfers  from  the  Militia. 

Os.    Mr.  Haldane,  July  27,  894. 

•'Strength — Return,    proposed. 

Os.  Viscount  Midleton,  July  22, 
27  ;  Earl  of  Crewe,  31  ;  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  July  29, 
1437  ;    Earl  Beauchamp,  1438. 

Return  ordered,  July  29,  1437. 

'Territorial  Force 

*  Appeals  by  Commanding  Officers  of 

Volunteers,  etc.,  for  Support  to 
Scheme. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  Thorne;    A.    Mr. 
Haldane,  July  27,  856. 
Civil  Power,  Aid  to. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Thorne;  A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  July  27,  856. 

Cyclist  Battalions  and  Companies. 
I'  Qs.    Mr.    Carlile;      As.     Mr.    Hal- 

dane, July  27,  866. 
Engineer  Officers,  Pay  of. 

Q.     Sir    F.     Banbury;        A,    Mr. 
Acland,  July  23,  326. 
Government  Assistance. 

Q.     Mr.  Clynes :    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
July  29,  1482. 
Horses,  Provision  of. 
Os.    Mr.  Hunt,  July  27,  924. 
Q,    Mr.  Clynes ;   A.     Mr.  Haldane, 
July  29,  1482. 
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Army — cont. 

Territorial  Force— co»f. 

Inns  of  Coiu-t  Volunteers,  Position  of. 
Qs.    Viscount  Valentia ;      Aa.  Mr. 
Haldane,  July  27,  863. 

Instructors  pay 

Qs.  Mr.  Cochrane,  ^Ir.  Ashley; 
As.  Mr.  Haldane,  July  27. 
862. 

Jury  Service 

Os.     Mr.  Acland,  July  27,  930. 
Qs.     Captain    Craig,     Mr.     Ashley, 

Mr.  Moore;   .4.9.     Mr.  Haldane, 

July  27,  859. 
Q.     Colonel  MoCalmont  ;     A.     Mr. 

Haldane,  JM/y.?<?,  1736. 

Medical  Service  —  Report   presented, 

July  23,  254,  297. 
Organisation  and  Value  as  a  Fighting 
Force 
Os.     Lord  Lucas,  July  22,  18  ;  Lord 
Zouche   of   Haryngworth,     24, 
29;       Viscount  Midleton,  26; 
Lord  Saye  and  Sele,  28;  Viscount 
Hardinge,  28  ;     Earl  of  Crewe, 
28-30  ;  Lord  Haversham,  32. 

Quartermaster-Sergeants,  Position  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Soares;    A.     Mr.  Haldane, 

July  22,  74. 
Q.     Mr.   Guy  Wilson;       A.     Mr. 
Haldane,  July  30.  1702. 

Special  Reserve,  see  that  title. 

Uniform  Contracts. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;  A.  Mr 
Haldane,  July  28.  1189. 

Wagon  and  Harness  Sup])ly  . 
Q.    Mr.  Carlile;    A.     Mr.  Haldane, 
July  23,  302. 

War  Office,  see  that  tille. 

Wilson,  Captain  Bryce,  Case  of. 

Qs.     Mr.  Nield  ;  A.    Mr.  Haldane,  July 
30,  1733. 

Army  Estimates 

Accounts  Department— £580.000,  Com.* 
July  28,  1354  ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1519. 

Application   of   Surpluses   to   meet   Defi- 

ciencea    Resolution    (Mr.    Hobhouse), 

July  27,  1064-1066 ;   Jtc/y  28,  1366. 

Os.    Mr.  Carlile,  Mr.  J.  Word,  July 

27,  1067 ;    Mr.  Acland,  Mr.  Vi. 

Rutherford,    1068. 

Armaments      and      Engineer      Stores — 
£1,490,000,    Com.*    July    28,    1354; 
.  Hep.*  July  29,  1518. 

Educational     Establishments— £142,000, 
Com.*  July  28,  1353,  Bep.*  July  29, 
1518. 

Medical  Establishments,  Pay.  etc. — 
£451  000.  Com.*  July  28, 1353  ;  Bep.* 
July  29,  1518. 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Servicer— £73,000, 
Com.*  July  28,  1354  ;    Bep.*  July  29, 
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Army  Estimates— con^ 

Ordnance  Department  and  General  Stores — 
£498,000,  Com*  July  28,  1353  ;  Rep* 
Jidy  29,   1518. 

Ordnance  Factories — £100,  Com.*  July  28, 

1354  ;  Jiep,*  July  29,  1519. 
Pay    of    Special    Reserve    and    Militia — 

£840,000,  Com.,  July  27,  890. 
Quartering,    Transport    and    Remounts — 

£1,839,000,    Com*    July    28,     1353; 

Jiep*  July  29,  1518. 

Supplies  and  Clothing— £3,912,000,  Com,* 
Jtdy  28,  1353  ;   Jiep.*  July  29,  1518. 

Territorial  Forces— £2,005,000,  Com.*  July 

28,  1353  ;    Hip*  July  29,  1518. 
Vot^s  closured,  Jvly  29,  1627. 

Works  and  Buildings £2,515,000,  Com.* 

July  28,  1354  ;   Rep.*  Jidy  29,  1518. 

Ashbourne,  Lord 

Deputy-Lieutenants,  Qualilications  re- 
quired of,  on  Appointment,  Jvly  27, 

ni. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2r.,  July  27,  756- 
762  ;  Com.,  July  30,  1649,  1656, 1665, 
1675. 

Married  Women's  Property  Bill,  July  27, 
737. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  28, 
1100,  1110;  Commons  Amcndinents 
to  Lords  Amendments,  July  31,  1930. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters 
(Ireland)  Bill ,  2r.,  July  27,  738,  739. 

Proclaimed  (bounties — Imposition  of  extra 
Police  Rate. etc..  J?^  23,  288. 

Askley,  Mr.  W.  W.  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
Africa,  East— Labour  Rules,  July  27,  868 
July  29,  1492. 

Army 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Garrison  Reduc- 
tions, Jxdy  27,  860. 

Foreign    [Manoeuvres,    Attendance    of 
Officers  at,  July  27,  865,  866. 

Officers  Training  Corps,  July  27,  861, 

862. 

Recruit*  Pay  of,  Jidy  27,  861. 

Reductions  Effected,  July  27,  899-904. 

Reserve,  Strength  of,  Jtdy  27,  903. 

Royal  Engineers  Special  Reserve — Age 
for  Enlistment,  July  27,  862. 

Special  Reserve 

Age  Limit,  July  27,  900,  901. 

Drafts  in  time  of  War,  Provision 
of,  July  27,  927. 

Organisation  of,  July  27,  898,  899, 
904,   905. 

Recrjiting  Returns,  July  27,  900. 

Training  Arrangements,  July  27, 
905. 
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Army— con/. 

Territorial   Force 

Instructors'  Pay,  July  27,  8(53, 
Jury  Service,  July  27,   860. 
BaUinorlev  School,   Closing   of,   July  Zfi^ 

1770,*  1771. 
Egypt— Education  System,  July  30,  1751 

( Empire  Day,  Official  Recognitioa  of»  Jidy 
27,  865. 

Morocco — Case     of    Mr.     Clark-KeimedT^ 
July  28,  1229. 

Navy 

Shipbuilding  Programme — CompariMD 
with  Germany,  July  29,  147^ 
1479. 

Torpedo-boat  Destroyers  —  German 
Programme,  July'^28,  1209. 

Persia,  Situation  in,  July  23,  334. 

St.  Vincent— Carib  Canal,  July  28,  1222. 

Sues    Canal    Dues,    Dissatisfaction    witlu 
July  23,  330. 

Asquith,  Rt  Hon.  H.  B..— First  Lord  of  a- 

Treasury  [Fifeshire,  E.] 

All- British  Steamship  Route,  Scheme  for, 
July  30,  1773. 

Ancient  Monuments  in  England  andIWa}e« 
— Scope  of  Commission,  July  24,  506L 

Army 

Government  Policy,  July  28,  1243. 

Inquiries  held  since  1800 — Retont 
proposed,  July  29,  1456. 

Autumn  Session 

Business  Arrangements,  July  31,  2015^ 
2018,  2024. 

Friday  Sittings,  July  31,  1968. 

Bills 

Form  of  presenting  and  printing,  July 
29,   1477 ;    July  30,  1737. 

Private — Suspension  of  Standing  Order 
8,  July  30,  1777,  1780. 
Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  2X. 

367;      July     29,     1512. 

Cattle    Importation     Restrictions — Legis- 
lative Proposals,  July  28,   1242. 

Condition    of    Ireland,    Opportunity    for 
discussing,  July  25,  616. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    BiE, 
2b.  July  30,  1792-1796. 

Consols,  Price  of,  July  30,  1792. 

Defence    of    the    Empire — Adequacy    d 
present  Arrangements,  July  30,  1791 

Estimates,  Supplementarv,  Discussion  of. 
July  23,  366. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance   Bill,  Bate  of 
Taking,  July  23,  366. 

Fisheries — Scientific  and  Statical  Investigi' 
tion  Report,  July  30,  17S7. 
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Asquith.  Et.  Hon.  H,  B,.-cont. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts — Amendment 
Proposals,  July  28,  1242,  1243. 

Land  Purchase — Financial  Proposals,  Jw/y 
29,  1511. 

Iiand  Valuation  Bill,  Proposals  as  to,  J xUy 
22,  112. 

Licensing  Bill 

Allocation  of  Time  to,  July  23,  36G ; 
July  31,  2015. 

Clause  1,  Literpretation  of,  July  29, 
1511,   1512. 

Local  Authorities  (Education)  Bill — Star- 
ring by  the  Government,  proposed, 
Jidy  31,  2024. 

Lords-Lieutenant — Scottish  Appointments, 
July29,U(yru 

Moray  Firth,  Trawling  Negotiations,  July 
28,  1242. 

Natal  Indemnity  Bill,  Terms  of,  July  28, 
1242. 

Natural  History  Museum — Directorship 
Vacancy,  Jidy  24,  506. 

Nayy 

Inquiries    Held    since    1800 — Return 

proposed,  July  29,  1456. 
Rosyth   Works,   Expediting   of,  July 
30,  1737. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con,,  July  31,  1979,  1981. 

Parliamentary  Procedure  —  Blocking 
Motions,     July     30,     1794. 

Scottish  Land  Question — Legislative  Pro- 
posals, July  30,  1773,  1774. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  Com. 
JiUy  28,  1357,  1359,  1360. 

Supply 

Curtailment  of  Discussion  by  Closure, 
July  30,  1794. 

Irish    Estimates,    Procedure    as   to, 
July  30,  1795. 

War  Office,  Ministers  other  than  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  Attending  at,  July 
23,  365. 

Welsh  Church  Commission  Report,  July 
31,  1966. 

Aisizes  and  Quarter  Sessions  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  24,  511. 

AtherleyJones,  Mr.  L-  [Durham,  N.W.] 

Home  Office  Vote,  Time  Allowed  for  Dis- 
ciLSsion,  July  29,  1592. 

Police 

Complaints    against,    July   29,  1594- 
:  1597. 

^letropolitan  Commission  Report,  July 
29,  1592,  1598. 
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Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28 r- 
1102,  1103,  1144,  1446,  1162, 
1154,  1162,  1163,  Rep.  July  29, 
1441;  Commons  Amendments  to 
Lords  Amendments,  July  31, 
1929,  1933. 

Proclaimed  Counties  —  Imposition  of 
Extra  Police  Rate,  etc.,  July  23,  287. 

Attomey•C^eneral— -Sir  W.  S.  Robson. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland— i?^  ^on.  B. 

R,  Cherry 

Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2076. 

Australian  Commonwealth 

Coat  of  Arms. 

Qs.  Mr.  R.  Duncan;  As.  Mr.  Glad, 
stone,  July  J3,  364 ;  July  27,  813. 

Autumn  Session 

Business,  Arrangements  for. 

09.  Mr.  Asquith,  JiUy  31,  2015,  2018, 
2024;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  2016-2018; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  2018,  2019; 
Sir  F.  Channing,  2020 ;  Mr.  J.  R. 
Macdonald,  2020;  Lord  R.  CeciU 
2021;  Mr.  J.  MacVeagh,  2021- 
2023  ;    Mr.  Jowett,  2023. 

Friday  Sittings. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
July  3U  1968. 

Avebury,  Lord 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28,  1098, 
1100,1102,1104,1105,1114,    1118. 

Shop  Hours  Act,  Closing  Orders  under— 
Return  proposed,  July  22,  13,   14. 

Ayr  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Bagdad  Railway 

Progress  made  with,  etc. 

Os.  Mr.  Rees,  JtUy  27,  987;  Sir  E. 
Grey,  988. 

Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley] 
Natal— Diniaulu  Case,  July  28,  1326. 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,   Com.  July  27, 

1006. 
Woolwich  Common,  War  Office  Right  over,- 
July  27,  865. 

Balfour,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  J.  [City  of  London] 
Agrarian    Outrages — Statistics,    July    30, 

1787. 
Army 

Reductions  effected,  July  27,  921. 
Reserve,  Strength  of,  July  27, 921, 922, 
Special     Reserve  —  Foreign    Service 
Organisation,  July  27,  922. 
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Balfour,  Bt  Hon.  A.  Z.—cont. 

Autumn  Session — Business  Arrangements, 
Jvly  31,  2018,   2019. 

Boycotting  Statistics,  July  30,  1748. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Jidy  23, 
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<Jattle-driving      Cases  —  Prosecution 
OflFenders,  July  30,  1788,  1789. 

•Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill» 
2r.,  July  30,  1781-1791. 

C'onsols,  Price  of,  JiUy  30,  1791. 

KJonstabulary — Extra  Charges  levied  in 
connection  with  disturbances,  Juiy  30, 
1789. 

Defence  of  the  Empire  —  Adequacy  of 
present  Arrangements,  July  30,  1791. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  418 ; 
3r.,  July  24,  631-640,  642. 

Licensing  Bill,  Discussion  of,  July  31,  2015. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendts. 
Cow.,  July  31,  1071,  1972,  1975,  1980, 
1982,  1985,  1987,  1990,  1994,  1996. 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Blocking  Motions,  Jidy  30,  1783. 

Closure  Resolutions,  Licrease  in,  July 
30,  1783. 
Supply 

Curtailment  of  Discussion  by  Closure, 

July  30,  1782,  1784. 
Irish    Estimates,    Procedure    as    to, 

July  30,  1786,  1790. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord 

Commons  Regulation  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill — Standing  Order 
XXXIX.,  July  31,   1905-1908. 

Ooft«rs,  Arrears  in  Payment  of  Installments 
by,  et^.,  J^Uy  22,  40-43. 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill— Sessional  Order 
as  to  Second  Reading,  July  27,  703 : 
July  29,  1369. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (Streets  and  Build- 
ings) Bill — Sessional  Order  as  to 
Second  Reading,  July  27,  701. 

Motors — Speed  Restrict ion>»,  July  29,  1392. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill— Third  Reading  in 
House  of  Lord??,  July  29.  1444. 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill — Suspension  of  Standing  Orders 
02  and  93.  July  30,  1634. 

Standing  Orders — Amendment  of  certain 
Orders  in  House  of  Lords,  July  29, 
1370.  ^ 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill,  2r.,  July  23, 
263. 


School,  closing  of. 
Q.     Mr.  McHugh  ; 

July  30,    1767. 
Q.     >Ir.     McIIugh, 


Sloan  ; 
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A.     5Tr.  Hobhoaw, 

Mr.     Ashley,     Mr. 
As.     :Vlr.   Birrell,  Jn^  ^, 


Jlr.   KtrelL 


A.    Mr.    KmH 


SfOlinalaek 

Case  of  J.  Carolan. 
Q.     Captain     Craig ; 
July  22,  106. 
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A.     Mr.     BirreD, 


Ballintoy  Pier 

Repair. 
Q.     Ml,  Glendinning ;      A.     Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  24,  506. 

BaUymahoii 

Case  of  G.  Dalv. 

Q.     Mr.     J.     Phillips;       A.     Mr.  BirrfX 
July  28,  1198. 

Ballymoney 

Post  Office  Accommodation. 
Q.     Mr.     Devlin;        A.     3Ir.     Boitoe. 
July  31,  1952. 

Ballynahineh 

Extra  Police  on  13th  inst. 
Q,     Captain    Oaig ;       A. 
July  27,  832. 

BallyYonmden 

Case  of  Mrs.  Reardon. 
Q.     Mr.    Lundon ; 
July  29,  1505. 

Banbury,  Sir  F.  [City  of  London] 

Army — ^Territorial  Force  Engineer  Offieen, 
F^y  of,  J  uly  23,  326. 

Civil    Service    Estimates — Supplementartr 

Votes,  July  31,  1961. 
France 

Customs    Tariff    on    certain    &itish 
Imports,  July  27,  985. 

Elastic    Tissues — Import     Duty    oe. 
July  27,  813. 

Public   Works  Loans   Bill,  2r.,  Jtdm  2t, 
245,  248. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  C<m. 
Jvly  28,  1356,  1360. 

Bankruptcy 

Annual  Report  Presented,  July   24„  409 
July  27,  707. 

Rules   (1908),  Presented,   July  24,   500: 
July27,l(n. 

Baring,  Mr.  0.  lisle  of  Wight] 

Special     Reserve    Officers,    Position    <rf. 
Jvly  29,  1458. 

Baring*  Mr.  0.  V.  [Winchester] 
Army 

Officers'  Promotion,  effect  of  Sperii 

Reserve  on,  July  27,  910, 
Special   Reserve. 

Officers,    Conditions    of    Serm 
for,  July  27,  910. 

Organisation  oLjr^^,  911. 
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Barmagh 

Case  of  J.  Graham. 
Q.     Mr.    Fetherstonhaugh ; 
Birrell,  July  30,  17(58. 
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A.    Mr. 


BarneSi  Mr.  0.  IT.  [Glasgow,  Blaokfrlars] 
Old-age  JPens ions    Bill,    Lords  Amendts., 

Con.,  July  ZU  1909. 
Unemployment  (irant.  Proposals  for,  J^ily 

22,  89. 

Barra,  Island  of 

Exodus  of  Crofters  to  Vatersay,  see  Vater- 
say  and  Barra. 

Barrie,  Mr.  H.  T.  [Londonderry,  N.] 
Education 

Brown  and  Nolan's  Reader,  July  29 , 

1507. 
Convent  School  Grants,  Jvly  31, 1966. 
National  School  Teachers*  Allowances, 
Jvly  31,  1948. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con,,  Jvly  23, 
382-385,  396,  401-407,  410,  411 ;  July 
24,  555,  588  ;  3r.,  Jvly  25,  622-624. 

Londonderry 

Flax  Seed  supplied,  July  22,  94. 
Postal  SUflf,  July  25,  600. 

Barron  Estate 

Case  of  Mui-phy  Family. 
Q,    Mr.  Power;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
23,  304. 

Barry,  Mr.  R  [Cork  County,  S.1 

Meat  Supply  Inquiry,  Proposals  for, 
July  27,  885. 

Barry  Railway  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Avg.  1,  2077. 

Basntoland 

National  Council  Proceedings,  etc. — Re- 
port Presented,  Jvly  24,  499,  Jvly  27, 
706. 

Special  Report. 

Q,    Sir    T.    t^monde;        A.    Colonel 
Seely,  Juty  27,  839. 

Baach,  Mr.  M.  H.  [Gloucester,  TewkMbury] 
Agricultural  Hoklings  Bill,  2b.,  July  2$, 

245. 
Expiring    Laws    Continuance    Bill,  Com. 

Jvly  27, 1018. 

Meat  Supply  Liquiry,  Proposals  for,  Jvly 
29,  1491. 

Poor  Rate  Exemption  Act,  1840 — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  proposed,  July  27,  1019. 

Beardesley  Evans  Estate 

Purchase  of 

Qs.     Mr.  Flynn  ;    As.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
32.95. 
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Beanehamp,  Earl 

Army  Strength — Return  proposed,  July  29 r 
1438. 

Education,  Secondary,  in  Wales — Return* 
as  to  Voluntary  subscriptions,  pro- 
posed, July  29,  1436. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No  1)  Bill,  Commons  Amendments,. 
July  29,  1372. 

Police  Commission  Report. 

Gamble  (or  Pearce)  case  of,  July  30, 
1685. 

Mis-statements   by    Constables,  July 
30,  1685, 

Proceedings    against    Officers    found 
Guilty,  July  30,  1685. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  731.'" 

Shop  Hours  Act,  Closing  Orders  under — 
Return  proposed,  July  22, 13. 

Women   Suffragists 

Political     Offenders,     Treatment     as 
proposed,  July  29,  1432. 

Prosecution  of,  July  29, 1430. 

Beanmont,  Mr.  H.  [Sussex,  Eastbourne] 

County  Boroughs — Applications  Refused 
July  23,  343. 

Eastbourne,  Charter  for,  July  30,  1762. 


Bechnanaland 

Special  Report 

Q.     Sir  T.  Esmonde  ; 
July  827,  839. 


A.     Colonel  Seely §- 


Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  BUI 

/.  2n.,  July  22,  51. 

Com.  July  ^J,  1393. 

3r.  July  30, 1676. 
e.  Lords  Amendments,  Con.*  July  31, 2014. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  A  ug.  1, 2074. 

Beer 

Brewing  Statistics  (1820-1907) 

Q.     Mr.    Courthope ;       A.     Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  July  30,  1732. 

Use  of  Malt  Substitutes. 
Q.     Mr.  Essex  ;    A.    Mr.  Lloyd-George,- 
July  29,  1469. 


Beleoo  and  Enniskillea  Loan  Eonl 

A.    Mr.  Birrell,. 


Position  of 

Q.     Mr.  F.  Meehan; 
July  27,949, 


Bel&st 

Police  Transfer  Cases; 

Qs.     Mr.  Sloan;    As.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
23,  305,  307. 

Queen's  Cbllege — Annual  Report  presented, . 
July  31,  1909,.  1943. 

Unemployed — Relief   Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.  Devlin.;    A.     Mr..  Birrell,  Jul}// 
23,  30i. 

Digitized  by  Vj^^gle 
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BelbMt—coHt, 

University  Proposals,  Local  Opinion  on."^ 
Qs.     Mr.   C.   J.   O'Donnell;      As,     Mr. 
Birrell,  Mr.  Speaker,  July  23,  355, 
366. 

Workhouse — Number  of  Inmates. 

Qs.     Captain   Craig,   Mr.   Devlin ;      As, 
Mr.    Birrell,  July  23,  357. 

:Belfiei8t  Lough 

Sand- Lifting  from  Foreshore 

Q.     Mr.    Devlin;       A,     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  ;.'7,  853. 

iBelgium 

Antwerp — Detention  of  British  Subjects. 
Os.     Sir  W.  Bull,  July  27,  988. 

Religious  Instruction  in  Schools. 

Q.     Lord  R.  Cecil;     A.     Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  29,  1458. 

Belhayen  and  Stenton,  Lord 

Compulsory    Military   Service,    Possibility 
of  Establishing,  July  22,  Zl. 

3ellair8,  Mr.  C.  [Lynn  Regis] 
Army 

Government  Policy,  July  28, 1243. 

Inquiries    held    since    1800 — Return 
proposed,  July  29,  1456. 

Factories — Spark  Catchers   on   chimneys, 
July  29,  1455. 

Militia,  Abolition  of,  July  27,  936. 

Navy 

*'Defenc<:."  date  of  Completing,  Aug, 
1,  2083. 

Expenditure     —     Comparison     with 
Germany,  July  28,  1210,  1211. 

"  Indomitable  "-Speed  Tost,  Aug,  1, 
2084. 

Inquiries    Held    since    1800—  Return 
proposed,  July  29, 1456. 

Keyham  Private  Students,  Commission 
Offered  to,  July  23,  312. 

Manoeuvres,  Aug.  1,  2084. 

"Good    Hope"    and    "Argyll" 
case,  Jxdy  30,  1741. 

Mess   Debts,   Payment  of,  July  29, 
1455. 

Officers  Eligible  aa  Interpreters,  July 
31,  1949. 

Paymasters — Promotion  System,  July 
28,  1196. 

Press  Communications  by  Officers,  July 
28,  1211,  1212  ;  July  30,  1745. 

Shipbuilding  Pr  )gramme,  A  ug.  J,  2083. 

Comparison  with  Germany,  July 
29,   1478,  1480,   1481, 

New  Armoured  Cruiser,  July  27, 
82L 


INDEX. 
July  22^Aug.  1 

BeUoe,  Mr.  H.Y.P.R. 
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"  Whiting,' 
1950. 


Crew  of,  etc.,  July  31, 


[Salford,  a] 
Nigeria,  Southern — Liquor  Traffic  Inqairr- 
July  22,  82. 

Belper,  Lord 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill,  2r.  JWy  tl 
264. 

Benn,  iMr.    W.    W.  [Tower    Hamlet^  Sl 
George's] 
Census  of  Production  Act,  Forms  unda. 
July  22,  71. 

Port  of  London  Bill — Alterations  Suggert^iL 
July  23,  342. 

Benn,  Sir  J.  W.  [Devonport] 

Aldgate    Tramway    to    Bow — Danger  t- 
Stud  System,  July  22,  89. 

London   and    District    Ellectririty   Supf  r 
Bill,  2e.  July  30,  1869-1872. 

Bennett  Xr-  K  H.  [Oxfordshire,  Wood£t4ick; 

Old- Age  Pensions— Medical  Relief  of  Pei- 
sioner,  July  27,  829. 


Beresford  Estate 

Caae  of  G.  Crowley. 
Q,    Mr.  Power; 
23,  304. 


A.     Mr.  Bin^Il,  J^ 


Berkshire 

Charities- 
1450. 


•Return     Preeonted,    J^y    2$. 


Bermondsey 

Monnow  Road  SchooL 
Qs.     Mr.  Cooper ;    As. 
July  29,  1497. 

Bermuda 

Engineer  Stores. 
Q.    Mr.  Wedgwood ; 
July  28,  1190. 


BIr.  RuncimAi. 


A.    Mr.  Haidaw, 


18 


Bertram,  Xr.  J.  [Hertfordshire,  Hitchin] 
Council  of  Judges,  Report  of,  July  30,19^ 

Bills 

Form  of  Presenting  and  Printing. 

Qs.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;  As.     Mr.  Asqiu^ 
July  29,  1476 ;   July  30,  1736. 

Legislation  by   Reference — Committee  » 
Inquire  into  Drafting  of  BiUs, 

Os,     Earl  of  Camperdown,  Julv  ^ 
1426  ;  Lord  Lorebom,  1427. 

Private — Suspension  of  Standing  Order  * 

Os.     Mr.   S.   Wortley,   July  30„    177^: 

Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  1776  ;  Mr.  Asqicu. 

1777,  1780;     Mr.  W.  Long,   17> 

1780. 

Private  and  Provisional  ConfirraatM*- 
Suspension  of  Standing  Ordf 
No8.  92  and  93. 

Motion    (Ix>rd   Balfour   of    Burletz^ 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Binmngham 

Post  Office  Staff  Pay. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  T.  VVilBon  ;  A. 
Aug,  1,  2086. 


SESSION  1908.  [Bir— Bir 

July  22 — Aug.  1. 

Birrell,  Et.  Hon.  A,—<:onL 

Cattle-drives 

Cases  in  the  North,  Jtdy  25,  614. 
Government  Attitude,  July  22,  100, 


Mr.  Buxton, 


Birrell,    Rt.    Hon.    A.— Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  [Bristol,  N.] 

Agrarian    Outrages — Statistics,    July    30, 

1802. 
Aileen  Estate — Caae  of  J.  Cassidy,  July  30, 

1768. 
Anneslev    Estate — Case    of    W.    Ahemo, 

July  29,  1473. 
Ardglass  Cattle-Driving  Prosecutions,  July 

22,  99,  100. 
Ballinalack— Case  of  J.  Carolan,  Jtdy  22, 

106. 
Ballinorley  School,   Closing  of,  July  30, 

1769,  1770,  1771,  1772. 
BaUvmahon— Case  of  G.   Daly,  July  28, 

1198. 
Ballvnahinch  Extra  Police  on  13th  inst., 

'July  27,  832. 
Ballyvoumeen — Case    of    Mrs.     Reardon, 

July  29,  1505. 
Barmagh — Case  of  J.   Graham,  July  30, 
1769. 

B*rron  Estate— Case  of  Murphy  Family, 
July  23,  304. 

Beardesley    Evans    Estate,    Purchase    of, 
July  22,  95,  96. 

Belcoo  and  Enniskillen  Loan  Fund,  Posi- 
tion of,  July  27,  850. 

Belfast 

Police  Transfer  Cases,  July  23, 305, 307. 

Unemployed — Relief   Proposals,   July 
J  23,  308. 

University  Proposals,   Local  Opinion 
on,  July  23,  355,  356. 

Workhouse — Number  of  Inmates,  July 
23,  359. 

Beresford    Estate — Case    of    G.    Crowley, 
July  23,  304. 

Blacker-Douglas    Estate — Sale   Proposals, 
July  29,  1476  ;   July  30,  1713. 

Blackrock  Tramp  Nuisance,  Jidy  29,  1472. 

Box— Rents  of  B.  O'Reilly,  T.Walsh,  and 
P.  Callan,  July  23,  298. 

Bozwell  Estate — Sale  Proposals,  July  27, 
835. 

Brockagh— Case  of  E.  Gillmore,  July  28, 
1186. 

Brookborough- Orange    Arches    on   Public 
Road,  July  29,  1606. 

Caledon  Band  Parade  on  7th  inst.,  July  30, 
1708. 

Castle  Archdale  Estate — Case  of  J.  Bacon, 
July  30,  1768.  ,, 

Castletown  Cattle-drive,  July  23,  359. 
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101. 

Prosecution  of  Offenders,  July  30, 1805. 

Cavan  Evicted  Tenants,  Position  of,  July 
29,  1472. 

Clarcmorris  School,  Use  of,  July  28,  1199. 

Clery  Minors  Estate — Sale  Proposals,  July 

29,  1504. 

Clonrellick  Land  Purchase,  July  28,  1198. 

Colthurst  Estate — Sale  Proposab,  July  28, 
1200. 

Condition  of  Ireland,  July  22,  111  ;    July 

30,  1801-1808. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 
2e.,  July  30,  1800-1808. 

Constabulary 

Canteen  Fund,  A  ug.  1,  2090. 

Cosgrove,  J.,  Case  of,  Jidy  25,  611. 

Extra    Police,    Charge    for    (1905-8); 
July  24,  510  ;  July  30,  1807. 

Legislative  Proposals,  July  31,  1965. 

Kioenix  Park  Depot,  Baths  at,  Aug.  1, 
2089. 

Recruits — ^Messing  Arrangements^  Am. 
1,  2090. 

Contempt   of   Court — Remission   of   Irish 
Sentences,  July  22,  103,  104. 

Contempt  of  Courts  Bill,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  22,  107. 

Cooper  Estate — Cases  of  J.  McGrath   and 
T.  Barry,  July  28,  1187. 

Cork 

Condition  of,  July  22,  lOo, 

Process  Servers,  Protection  of,  Jtdy  27, 
835. 

Cork     College — ^Nomination     of     Mr.     E. 
Fitzgerald,  July  22,  109. 

Cranagill  Orange  Order,  Use  of  Highway 
by,  July  25,  615,  616  ;  Ju^y  29,  1502. 

Crimes  Act,   Re-impositv  n   of,   prooosed, 
July  30,  1805. 

Crof ten  Estate — Cas  >  of  J.  Reynolds,  July 
30,  1707. 

Croker  Estate— Casss    of    Peaco?ke     and 
Mrs.  Hammersley,  July  29,  1504. 

Crookenden  and  Casey  Estate.  Sale  Pro- 
posals, July  30,  1694. 

Curraheen  Schoolhouse.  Stiite  of,  July  29, 
1470. 

De     Blaquiere     Estate,     S.^le     Proposals, 
July   23,    358. 

Uneconomic  Holdings,  July  29,  1506 ; 
Aug.  1,  2081,  2082,  2083. 

Dease  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  23,  353. 

Derrycassan     Estate,     Evicted     Tenants, 
Reinstatement  of,  July  23,  364>  0Q[C 


Bir-Bir]  INDEX. 

July  22— Aug.  i 
Birrell,  Et.  Hon.  A.—€ont, 

Dickson  Estate,  Disposal  of,  July  29,  1503 
DoIl^gpJ  Assizes — Catholics  on  Grand  Juries, 
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July  23,  362. 

Dnimlinny— Case  of  P.  M'Guirk,  July  30,  I 
1695.  j 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police — Case  of  Staflf- 
Sergeant  Scully,  July  31,  1964. 

Education    Board — Duties   of   Secretaries, 
July  27,  852. 

Brown  and  Nolan's  Reader,  July  29, 
1507,   1508. 

Compulsory  Attendance  —  Local  t 
Authorities  adopting  Act  of  1892,  ; 
July  23,  354. 

Convent  School  Grants,  July  31,  1966 

Grants  Additional,  Conditions  of  giving, 
July  23,  307.  364  ;  July  27,  832. 

Inspjctor,  Complaints  against,  July  28, 
1201  ;    July  31,  1965. 

Intermediate 

Inspectorate,   July  30,   1710. 

Rules,  July  27,  836. 

National  School  Teachers 

Allowances,  July  31,  1949. 

Assistant  Teachers'  Salaries,  July 

23,  352. 
Salary    Increase,    Proposals    for, 
July  28,   1189. 
Small  Schools,  Decision  as  to,  July  31, 
1966. 
Ely  Estate — Cases  of  B.  M'Garrahan    and 
McCullagh,  July  30,  1697. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2p.,  July  22, 
241 ;     Com,  July  27,  990,  991. 

Evictions 

Applicatioiui  for  Reinstatement,  July 

22,  m. 
Reinstatement  Regulations,   Aug.    J, 
2089. 
Eyrecourt.— Case  of  H3rnes,  July  27,  832. 
Falkner  Estate,  Sale  of,  July  29,  1472. 
Farrihy— Case  of  J.  Haugh,  July  29, 1601. 

Fermoy  Courthouse,  Control  of,  July  28, 

1188. 
Fleury  Estate— Case  of  J.  Sisk,  July  31, 

1964. 
Follictt  Estate— Case  of  H.  Felby,  July  28, 

1178. 
Franks   Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  30, 

1712. 
Fuge  Estate  Untenanted  Lahd,  July  €2, 

96. 
Galway,  Condition  of,  July  27, 833. 

Ginnell,  Mr. — Speech  at  Meeting  in  Bal- 

linalack,  July  22,  108. 
Glen    Boat    Cove    Improvement    Works, 

July  29,  1470. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)   Amend- 
rent  Bill,  Com.  July  22,  239.  | 
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Birrell,  Et  Hon.  A.-eont, 

Grazing  Lands,  Disputes  as  to,  July  $>% 
1802-1804. 

Grehan  Estate — Case  of  J.  Therry  and  Soiu 
July  23,  361. 

Harlech  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.   A.  Reflh. 
July  30,  1706. 

Hastings  Twiss  Estate — Case  of  D.  Bam, 
July  2S,  303. 

Hort    Estate    Sale    Proposals,   J«^    H, 
1962. 

Etynes  Estate    Sale  Proposals,    Jmly  V. 
1946. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Co«.,  July  2Z. 
375,  383,  384,  393.  394,  397.  407- 
411,  414,  416,  432-436.  444,-44fi. 
453,  468,  461-464,  474  ;  July  S4. 
513,  644-648,  567,  565,  568-5T0, 
573,  574,  580,  689,  593,  594,  St. 
640-646;  Lords  Amendts.,  Cpi., 
July  31,  2001. 

Draft  Charters,   Amended,  lasmt  d^ 
July  22,  106. 

Extern  Students,  July  23, 357. 

Grants,  July  25,  614. 

Titles  of  new  Universities,  July  f?, 

111. 
Vatican  Opinion,  July  25,  615. 

Kanturk  Process  Server,  Attack  on,  Ji^ 

22,  104. 

Kearney  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Jvbf  23. 

361. 
Kerry  Evicted  Tenants,  Beinstateniemt  cf. 

July  23,  351. 

Ki  Harney  Land  Ommission  Sittings,  Jn^ 
29,  1475. 

King-Harman  Estate  Sale  Pktipoaals,  J%tr 

29,  1471. 
Kingston   Estate  Sale  Proposals,  J«Qr  U, 

610. 

Kinvarra  Firing   Outrage,  on   I2tii  rut' 
July  22,  98. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Act — Stamp  Duty,  Jmly 

23,  363. 

Land  Commission 

Boyd,   Mr.,   Experience  of,   Jmiy  U, 
364. 

Fair  Rents— Originating  Notice»ilM- 
1903),  July  30,  1772. 

Report,  July  27,  834. 

Land  Purchase  Transactions,  July  f7. 
834  ;   July  29,  1603. 

Lane-Joynt  Estate  —  Cases  of  Mif 
O^Shaughnessy  and  Mrs.  Hayes,  Jwif 
22,  73. 

Leslie  Estate-^Cases  of  D.  McClean  tai 
P.  McCluahy,  July  27,  8&2  ;  J^  » 
1474. 

Lewis  Estate  Evicted  Tenants,  ReinsUtc  - 
ment  of,  July  23,  358. 

Limerick  Land  Sale  Negotiations,  July  tl^ 
1187. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC      r^^ 
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Idstowel   Fair   Rent   Decisions,   July   31* 
1946. 

Idstowel  Estate,  Disposal  of,  July  30, 1712. 

Local  Government  Board  Auditors,  July 
23,  362,  363. 

Longwood — Speeches  of  Mr.  P.  McKenna 
and  Mr.  MoGuire,  July  22,  110. 

McGillicuddy      Eager      Estate  —  Evicted 
Tenants*  Applications,  July  29,  1471. 

Madden  Estate — Case  of  D.  Dorgan,  July 

22,  74. 

Maghery  Catholic  Excursion  on  5th  inst., 
July  27,  851. 

Marsham  Estate — Case  of  M.  Dunne,  July 
30,  1706. 

Milford  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  J^y  27, 
854. 

Mohill  Seed  Loan — Period  for  Repayment* 
July  30,  1706. 

Monaghan  Evicted  Tenants,  Aug,  1,  2079. 

Monedarrah  Grazing  Land,  Sale  of,  July 

23,  352. 

MountmelHck  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme 
—Case  of  M.  Delany,  July  27,  852. 

Nason   Estate — Case  of   Mrs.  M.    Eagan, 

July  22,  74. 
O'Connell  Estate  Sale  Proposals,  July  29, 

1471. 
Oatquarter  School  Teacher's  Salary,  July 

23,  306. 
Orange  Demonstration,  Disturbances  during 

July  25,  614,  615. 
Outrages   in    which   Firearms   were   used, 

July  29,  1505. 
Persons  under  Police  Protection,  July  29* 

1504. 

Portadown 

Catholics  and  Protestants  in  William 

Street,  July  30,  1707. 
Disturbance  on  13th    inst.,  July  23, 

308,  309. 

Process  Servers,  Protection  of,  July 
22,  104,  105. 

Queen's  County 

Deputy- Lieutenants,  Aug,  I,  2088. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Position  of,  July  30, 
17U.      I 

Quiltybo  School^se,  July  23,  310. 

Raheen— Case  of  Mis.   Sheehy,  July  22 
T2, 

Rathcline — Case   of   B.   and  J.    Mullooly, 
July  23,  353. 

Rathdowney  Disturbance,  July  28,  1200; 
July  27,  831. 

Rathkeale — Case  of  J.  Reardon,  July  22, 
73. 

Reynall  r.  Taafe,  Decision  as  to,  July  22,^  f 
106.  ^ 
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Richardson    Estate    Sale  Proposals,  July 
23,  ZH. 

Roads  Boat  Slip,  Improvement  of,  July  29, 
1470. 

Roscommon 

Clerk  to  Board  of  Guardians,  July  24, 
511. 

Condition  of,  July  22,  110. 

Royal    University — Catholic    Attendance, 

July  23,  357. 
Sligo,  Condition  of,  July  22,  96,  97. 

Smith  Estate— Case  of  J.   D.   McAuliffe, 
July  29,  1475. 

Tanderagee  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme, 
July  27,  854. 

Taylor  Estate— Fishery  Rights,  July  23, 
360. 

Tulrahan  Farm,  Price  of,  July  23,  364. 

Vermin,  Legislative  Measures  for  Suppress- 
ing,  July  25,  614. 

Wallace  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  J\dy  22, 
72. 

Warden  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  31, 
-  1946. 

West    Estate— case    of    Peter    D.    Kelly, 
July  27,  849. 

Westmeath,  Condition  of,  July  22,  111. 

Wexford    Labourers'    Cottages    Schemes, 
July  30,  1710. 

White  Estate — Case  of  Mrs.  M.  Callaghan> 
July  29,  1475. 

Winn  Estate — Interest  on  Purchase  money, 
July  23,  351. 

Workhouse    Teachers,    Position    of,    July 
29,   1474. 

Births 

Certificates — Cost  of  Copy. 

Q,    Mr.    Whitehead;       A,     Mr.    Hob- 
house,  July  30,  1705. 

Ireland — Annual  Report  Presented,  July 
25,  598  ;    July  27,  706. 

Bisley  Camp 

Hawkers'   Licences. 

Q.     Mr.    Coiu*thope ;      A.     Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  July  29,  1468. 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  23,  253. 

c.   Lords    Amendments,    Con.^    July  27, 

807. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Blacker-DoQglas  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

Qs.     Mr.    Flavin;        Aa,     Mr.     Biriell, 
July  29,  1476  ;   July  30,  1713. 

Blackrook 

Tramp  Nuisance. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;    A,     Mr.  Birre!!, 

Jit/y  ^5,  147L^  (^OOQle 

21  4  G  ^ 


Transvaal 
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July  22— Aug.  1. 
Blaydon  and  Eyton  Water  (Tranifer)  BiU  Bonlton,  Mr.  A.  C.  F  —cent, 

/.  Royal  Assent.  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Blaaohing  and  Dye  Works 

Women,  Conditions  of  Employment. 
Os.     Mr.  Gill,  July  29,  691. 

Bognor  Oas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  ^ti^.  1,  2077. 

Boland,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Kerry,  S.] 

Cahirdaniel  Postal  Delays,  July  31,  1951. 
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Civil  Servants'   Grievances,  July  2Sr 
1324. 

Loan  of  £5,000,000— Imperial  Guaran- 
tee, July  28,  1323. 


I 

Castlequin  Model  Farm  Scheme,  July  29,  j 
1464.  I 

Curraheen  Schoolhouse,  State  of,  July  29,  | 
1469.  I 

Education — Brown   and   Nolan's    Reader, 
July  29,  1506.  , 

Glen    Boat    Cove    Improvement  Works,  ! 
July  29,  1470.     . 

Kenmare  Train  Service,  July  22,  93,  94; 
July  29,  1463. 

McGillicuddy      Eager      Estate  —  Evicted  ] 
Tenants'  Applications.  July  29,  1470.  ' 

Milk   Supplv — Condensed   Milk   Company  | 
Case,  Aug.  1,  2084. 

i        O'Connell  Estate  Sale  Proposals,  July  29, 
1471. 
Roads  Boat  Slip,  Improvement  of,  Jxdy  29, 
1470. 

Sneero — Postal  Facilities  in  District,  July 
29,   1459. 

Warden  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  31. 
1946. 

Waterville  Postal  Delays,  July  31,  1951. 

Winn  Estate — Interest  on  Purchase  Money, 
July  23,  351. 

Bolton 

Post  Office  Staff. 
Q.     Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson.    A.     Mr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  1951. 


Benmemonth 

Post  Office 

Allocation  of  Duties. 
Q.     Mr.  A.  Allen  ;    A. 
July  31,   1952. 
Classification 


Q- 


Mr.  A.  Allen;    A. 
July  24,  501. 


Mr.  Buxton, 


Mr.  Baxtofi, 


Bowerman,  Mr.  0.  W.  [Deptfordj 

Det)tford  Victualling  Yard 

Discharge  System,  July  29,  1481. 

Labourers  employed  on  Coopers'  Work. 
July  27,  820. 

Bowles,  Mr.  0.  S.  [Lambeth,  N.] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Const i to- 
tion  of  Standing  Committee  C,  Juln 
27,  888. 

Director  of  Army  Finance,  Office  of,  Aug.  1, 
2091,  2092. 

Government  Departments'  Expenditur*^ 
(1905-9),  July  24,  508. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,   Lords    Amendt&., 

Con,,  July  31.  1074,  1987.  199S. 
Revenue  raised  by  Taxes,  July  25,  1198. 

War  Office  Accounting  Officer,  Name  of, 

July  31,  1959. 
Webber,  Mr.,  Case  of,  Aug.  1,  2092,  2093. 

Willesden — Case  of  W.  Barnard,  July  V 
825. 

Box 


Bonar  Bridge 

Case  of  J.  Murrav. 
Q.     Mr.  Weir/  A. 
30,  1731. 


T^Ir.  T.  Shaw,  July 


Books 

Import   Regulations. 

Q.     Mr.     J.     M.     Robertson;    A. 
Hobhousc,  July  27,  816. 


Mr. 


Bottomley,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Hackney,  S.] 

Brentford — Case  of  Swallow,  July  30,  1757. 

Licensing  Bill,  Allocation  of  time  to,  July 
23,  366. 

Bonlton,    Mr.   A.   C.  F.   [Huntingdonshire, 
Ramsey] 

Natal  Affairs — Right  to  Criticise,  July  28 ^ 
1323. 
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Rents  of  B.   O'Reilly,  T.   Walsh  and  P 
Callan. 
Q.     Mr.  McKean;    A.     Mr.  BirrelL 
July  23,  298. 

Bozwell  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.  Ffrench;    A.     Mr.  Binell.  Juiv 
27,  834. 

Bramsdon,  Mr.  T.  A.  [Portsmouth] 

AnaBthetics,    Deaths    from — Inquiry    pro- 
posed, July  31,  1952. 

Brass  Foundries 

ReguUtions,  sec  Factories  and  Workshop  % 

Brassey,  Lord 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill — Sessional  Onkr 
as  to  Second  Reading,  July  27,  702. 

Merchant    Service — Training    of    Officers 
July  22,  46-49. 

Brazil 

Trade  ^^^!^^^^@^^  SO,  1635. 
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Brecon 

Meeting  on  12th  ult.  Disturbance  at. 
Q.     ilr.  T.  F.  Richards .    A.     Mr.  Hal- 

dane,  July  28,  1190. 
Q,    Mr.  K.  Hardie,  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald  ; 

As,     Mr.  H.  Samuel.  July  29,  1487. 

Brentford 

Case  of  Swallow. 
Q.    Mr.  Bottomley  ;  A,     Mr.  Gladstone. 
Jidy  30,  1757. 

Bridgeman,      Mr.     W.     C.     [Shropshire, 
OswestryJ 

Consolidated    Fuad    (Appropriation)    Bill, 
2&.,  July  30,  1796-180D,  1829. 

Education 

Building  Grants,  July  30,  1796-1798. 

Compulsory    Attendance    Committee, 
July  22,  91. 

Hilf-Ti Tiers   Committee,    Constitutioii   of, 

.  etc.,  July  30,  1798-1800,  1829. 
Natal— i)ini7ulu  Case,  Aug.  1,  2094. 

Bright,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Oldham] 

Indian  Churches,  Use  of,  July  22,  227. 

Bristol 

Post   OM?e   Erection — ^Notices  Posted   by 
Contractor. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson ;    A,     Mr.  L. 

Harcourt,  July  27,  840. 
Q.     Mr.    H.    Ddvies;      A.     Mr.   L. 
Harcourt,  July  28,  1181. 

Bristol,  Bishop  of 

Matrimonial  Causes  Bill,  2r.,  July  22,  10. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

British  Indians  in  the  Colonies 

Conference,  proposed. 

Oa.  Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  July  28, 
1300-1308  ;  Mr.  H-  Greenwood, 
1308  ;    Colonel  Seely,  1332. 

Intsr-Colonial    and    Imparial    Agreement, 
proposed. 

08.  Mr.  A.  E.  W.  Mason,  July  31, 
2027,  2023;  Colonel  Seely, 
2028-2031;  Sir  G.  Parker, 
9034. 

Position  of. 
Qi.     Sir  W.  Bull,  Mr.  J.  M.  Roberteon, 
Dr.  Rutherford  ;  As.    Colonel  Seely, 
July  22,  85. 

Report  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenrie  King. 
03.     Mr.  A.  E.  W.  Mason,  Juiy  31,  202{i 
-2027 ;     Colonel  Seely,  2029,  2031. 

Shapurji,  Mr.,  Case  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Cox ;     A.    Colonel  Seely,  Juiy 
MS,  1222. 
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July  22^Aug.  1. 

British  Indians  in  the  Colonies— <;on^. 


Transvaal  Arrests,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson ; 
Seely,  July  30,  1750. 


A.    Colonel 


British  Mosenm 

ExtensiDn — Cause  of  Delay. 

Q.     Sir  W.  Bull ;    A.     Mr.  L.  Harcourt, 
July  28,  1185. 

Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Conncil  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Brockagh 

Case  of  E.  Gillmore. 

Q.    Mr.    McHugh;        A.     Mr.    Bitrell. 
July  28,  1186. 

Brodie,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Surrey,  Reigate] 

Africa,  South — Cost  of  Garrison,  JtUy  23, 
322. 

Woman's  Suffrage  Movement — Prison  Treat- 
ment, July  23,  338,  339. 

Bromley  and  Crays  Oas  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2076. 

Brookborongh 

Orange  Arches  on  Public  Road. 

Qa.     Mr.   MacXeill,   Mr.   Lardner;     A». 
Mr.  Birrell,  July  29,  1505. 

Bmni 

British  Authority. 

Q.     Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;    A.     Colonel  Seely, 
July  2S,  1225. 

Trade  Statistics. 

Q.    Sir  E   Sassoon ;    A.     Colonel  Seely, 
July  28,  1226. 

Buchanan,  Et.  Hon.  T.  B,,— Under-Secretary 
for  India  [Perthshire,  E.] 

Adm'nistrative  Policy,  July  22,  127,  213 ; 
July  30,  1746.  1747. 

Afforestation   of  Waste   Lands,   July  30, 
1746. 

Allygurh  Seditious  Telegram  Case,  Aug.  1, 

2087. 
Army  Expsnditure,  July  22,  116-118. 
Bengal 

Partition  of,  July  22,  127. 

Press  Regulation,  Necessity  for,  July 
23,  999. 

Bombay 

Disturbances,  July  28,  1218  ;  July  29, 
1483.1484;    Aug.  l,20S:j, 

Factories,    Commission  Report,   July 
28,  1221. 

Budget  Surplu),  July  22,  114,  115. 

Calcutta 

Bomb  Conspiracy,  July  22,  125. 

liquor  licences,  July  28,  1215. 

Liquor  Shops,  Hour   of  Cloiing,  July 

^^'^^**-        Digitized  by  <^PQ9le 
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Buehanan,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  R.—cont. 

Churches 

Expenditure  on  Upkeep,  Jv/y  27,  830. 

Use  of,  by  other  TVnoroinations,  July 
22,225;   July  27,  S30. 

Condition  of  India,  Jtdy  22,  113  ;  JWy  SO, 
1746,  1746. 

Customs,  Yield  from,  July  22,  123. 

Death  Rate  Statistics,  July  27,  831 ;   July 
30,  1714. 

Debt-Charge,  Position  of,  July  22,  122. 

Decentralisation  Commission  Report,  July 

22,  127,  128. 
R;onomic  and  Industrial  Condition,  July 

22,  124. 

Education 

Increased   Expenditure  on,  July  22, 
116,  213. 

Reform  of  Present  System,  proposed, 
July  22,  214. 

Executive  and  Judicial  Functions,  Separa- 
tion of,  J  Wy  2^,  1214. 

Excise  Administration  Statement,  July  28, 
1215. 

Exports  and  Imports — Statistics,  July  22, 

123. 
Famine 

Edect  on  Expenditure,  July  22,  118. 

Loans  to  Local  Authorities,  July  22, 
119,  120. 

Relief  Works — Suspension  of  Land 
Revenue,  etc.,  July  22,  119,  121 ; 
July  28,  1220. 

Government   Stores,    Local    Purchase    of, 
July  22,  80. 

Jasden  Succession,  July  22,  80 ;    July  30, 

1715  ;   July  31,  1967. 
Kankinara  Bomb  Outrage,  July  22,  81. 

Kothandararaayya,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  30, 
1714,  1715. 

Limbdi  Succession,  July  22,  80. 

Military  Training  of  Civilians,  July  23,  300. 

Mohmand  Campaign,  Conduct  and  Organi- 
sation of,  July  22,  117. 

Mosques  and  Temples,  Grant  for  Upkeep  of, 
July  27,  830,  848. 

Muscat— Traffic  in  Arms,  July  28,  1213, 
1214. 

Muslim  Attitude  towards  public  unrest,  etc., 
July  28,  1214. 

Opium  Revenue,  Diminution  of,  July  22, 
115. 

Orissa  Village  Pvecords,  July  28,  1191. 

Plague  Statistics,  July  22,  124,  125. 

Police  Reforms,  Increased  Expenditure  due 
to,  Julyt2,  116. 

Press  Act,  Enforcement  of,  J  uly  22, 125. 

Prisoners,  Treatment  of,  July  28,  1220. 
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Bnohaaan,  Rt  Hon.  T.  B.— eon^. 

Public  Works  Department— Pay  of  En- 
gineers, July  29,  1484. 

Quetta-Nushki  Trade  Route,  Traffic  by, 
July  28,  1212. 

Railways,  Revenue  Derived  from,  July 
22,  122. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Accounts,  July 
22,  113,  114. 

Salt  Duty,  Loss  of  Revenue  due  to  Reduc- 
tion of.  July  22,  114,  115. 

Sedition,  Measures  for  Dealing  with,  July 
22,  125. 
Prosecutions  (1907-8),  July  28,  1219, 

SUtement,  July  22,  113-129. 

Sylhet  Bomb  Manufacture,  July  28,  1213. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  28,  1216,  1217, 
1218  ;  July  29,  1483  ;  July  30,  1747, 
1748. 

Tlnnevelly — Cases  of  Chidambaram  Pillay 
and  Subramania  Siva,  July  28,  1220. 

Transportation  Law,  July  28,  1219. 

Bnokia    Burrh    and    Bnekie    (Chisy) 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation  BflT 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2075. 

Bnilding  Societies 

[See  aim  Names  of  Societies.} 
Fraudulent  Concerns,  Protection  a^^ainst, 
Q.     Mr.    Seddon;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  30,  1759. 

Building  Trade 

State  of 
Q.     Mr.   W.   T.    Wilson;      ^.     Mr.    L. 
Harcoiurt,  July  30,  1729. 

Bull,  Sir  W.  J.  [Hammersmith] 

Antwerp — Detention  of  British  Subjects, 
July  27,  988. 

British  Indians  in  the  Colonies,  Position 
of,  July  22,  86. 

British  Museum  Extension — Cause  of  Delav, 
July  28,  1185. 

Burdett  Coutts,    Mr.  W.  L.  A.  B.  [West- 
minster] 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
BiU,  2r.,  July  30,  1808. 

Burke,  Mr.  E.  H.  [King's  County,  Tall&more] 
Irish   Universities   Bill,    Lords   Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  2008. 

Burnley  Corporation  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  23,  253. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con*  July  24,  497. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Bumtt  Bt  Hon.  Z.— President  of  ih^  Loed 
Govemtneni  Board  [Battersea] 

Agricultural  Rates  Act — Application  ts 
Poultry  Farms,  JubfJlu^S^ 
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Bums,  Bt.  Hon.  J.—cont 


SESSION  1908. 
Juhj  22— Aug,  1. 

B  urns,  Rt.  Hon.  J.—cont. 


[Bur— But 


Chapels  and  Churches,  Rating  of,  July  27, 
843. 

Ooast  Erosion  Inquiry — Progross  made, 
July  29,  1569,  1574. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
3r.,  Aug.  1,  2103. 

Coimty  Boroughs,  Applications  Refused, 
JiUy  23,  344. 

County  and  Borough  Councils — Financial 

Relations,  Jttly  31,  1959. 
DrifGeld  Guardians'  Vaccination  Contract, 

JtUy  28,  1239. 

Eastbourne,  Charter  for,  July  30,  1702. 

Edenbridge — Case  of  D.  Xicholls,  July 
27,  844  ;    July  29,  1493. 

Erith  Unemployed  Relief  Works,  July  30, 
1761. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Com, 
July  27,  1017,  1026,  1082-1036,  1043, 
1045,  1049. 

Forestry,   Afforestation  facilities.  July 
29, 1560,  1674. 

Gateshead  Unemployment,  Public  Bodies 
dealing  with,  July  SI,  1967 

Government  Departments,  StcUus  of — 
Progress  made  with  Inquiry,  July  29, 
1561. 

Labour  Colonies — Hollesley  Bay  Experi- 
ment, July  29,  1570-1572. 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896 — Amendment  of 
certain  Clauses,  proposed,  July  27, 
1026. 

Local  GoTemment  Board 

Loans    to    Municipalities,    Jvly    29, 
.     1565-1567. 

Sinking  Funds  on  Public  Buildings — 
Peiiod  of  Repayment,  Jtdy  29, 
1566. 

London  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894 — 
Amount  levied  and  distributed,  Jtdy 
25,  609. 

Manchester  Unemployment  Grant,  JtUy  30, 
1760. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board,  Clerks  em- 
ployed by,  July  23,  344. 

Motors 

Competitions  on  Public  Highways, 
July  28,  1239. 

Dust  Nuisance,  Suggestions  for  obviat- 
ing, July  28,  1240. 

Law  as  to,  necessity  for  strengthening, 
July  27,  1032-1036;  July  29, 
1562,    1564. 

Police  Traps,  July  30,  1761,  1762. 

Scouts  giving  Warning  against  Police 

Traps,  Necessity  for  dealing  with, 

July  29,  1563. 
Sign-posts,  Duties  of  Local  Authorities 

in  connection  with,  July  29, 1563. 
Speed  Regulation,  Aug,  1,  2095,  2096 

Automatic  Restriction,  Jviy  27,  \ 
818.  I 
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Poor  Relief,  Annual  Cost  of,  July  31,  1958. 

Poor  Rate  Exemption  Act,  1840 — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1018. 

Poplar  Poor  Law  Guardians,  Allocation  of 
Clothing  Contracts  by,  July  27,  819. 

Severn  Foreshore,  Ownership  of,  July  28* 
1238. 

Shoeburyness — Foreshore  acquired  by  War 

Office,  July  28,  1238. 
Tramways — Men  employed,  July  31,  1945^ 
Tuberculosis 

Commission,  Value  of  Work  of,  July 
29,  1564. 

Notifications  of,  July  23,  315. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1043-1045,   1049. 

Unemployment 

Administration  of  Act,  July  29,  1567 > 

1575. 
Distress  Committees,  Work  of,  July  29, 

1567,   1568. 
Urgency  of  and  Suggestions  for  dealing 

with  the  Question,  July  29,  1567, 

1569,  1570;    July  31,  2013. 
Women's  Work  Department  of  Central 

Body,  Reports  on,  July  29,  1572, 

1573. 
Vaccination 

Cooper,  Mr..  Case  of,  July  27,  819. 
Exemption    Certificates    received    in 

1907,  July  23,- 344. 
Gallimore,  J.,  Case  of,  July  22,  91,  92. 
Windsor  Motorists,  Prosecution  of,  July  27, 
818. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2076. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course     of. 
Os.     Mr.   A.   J.    Balfour,   Mr.   Asquith, 
July  23,  367  ;    Mr.  W.  Long,  Mr. 
Asquith,  July  29,  1512. 

Private  Business — Suspension  of  Standing 
Order  8. 

Motion    (Mr.    Asquith),    July    30, 
1775. 

Butcher,  Mr.  S.  H.  [Cambridge  University] 

Education 

Registration  Council  Staff — Position 
on  Abolition  of  Office,  July  27, 
825. 

Small  Schools,  Decision  as  to,  July  31, 
1966. 

Digitized  by  V^Q^^gie 
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Batcher,  Mr.  8.  E.— «of»<. 

Irish  Uaiversities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  383, 
400,  430-432,  443, 4 V2,  456,  473 ;  July 
24,  513,  533-537,  565,  567-569;  583, 
3B.,jK/y  25,  646-650;  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  Juiy  31,  2006. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  L  rds  Amendts.' 
Con.,  July  31,  1991. 
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Butter 


Nut  Butter,  Regulations  fts  to. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    D.    White;       A. 
Strachey,  July  29,  1459. 


Sir    E. 


Boxton,  Bt  Hon.  8.  C—^^tmasUr-General 
[Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 

Armagh  Post  Office    Appointments,  July 
24,  501. 

Auxiliftie?,  Rural,  Pay  of,  July  23,  312. 

'    Ballymoney  Post  Office    Accommodation, 
July  31,  1952. 

Birmingham  Post  Office  Staff,  Pay,  Aug.  1, 
2086. 

Bolton  Post  Office  Staff,  July  31,  1951. 

Bournemouth  Post  Office 

Allocation  of  Duties,  July  31,   1952. 

Classification,  July  24,  501. 
Bravlley,  Miss,  Case  of,  July  22,  69 ;    July 

24,  605. 

Cahirdaniel  Postal  Delays,  July  31,  1951. 

China — ^Tientsin  British  Post  Office,  July 
24,504, 

^   Classification  of  certain  Towns,  July  28, 
1172. 

Clothing  Contracts,  Allocation  of,  July  27, 

886. 


Contracts    placed    in    Scotland,    July 
1947. 

Cork  Post  Office 


Zh 


Overseer,  Examination  for,  July  29, 
1454. 


Surveyors,    Allowances   to, 
11192. 


July   28, 

Telegraphic  Delays,  July  29,  1454. 

Cost  of  Living  in  certain  Towns,  JiUy  23* 
312. 

Creech    Grange    Postmistress,    hours    of, 
July  28,  1179. 

Dunleer  Subpostmastership  Vacancy,  July 
29,  1453. 

Hastings   and   St.    Leonards   Post   Office 
Duties,  July  29,  1459. 

Londonderry  Postal  Staff,  July  25,  609. 

Mail  Conveyance  by  Thames  Steamboats, 
July28,\\m. 

Manchester  Post  Office  Staff,  July  31,  1951. 

Maryborough  Postman,   Speech  by,    July 
29,  1494. 

Millport    Telegraph     Facilities,    July    29, 
1493. 
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Newcastle-onder-Lyme  Post  Office  Classi- 
cation,  July  27,  887. 

Newspiper  Postage  Regulations,  July  31, 
1948. 

Oldham  Postmen's  Wages,  July  SO,   1761 

Pensions,  Payment  of,  July  SO,  1764. 

Port  Talbot  Postmen's  Duties,   July  31, 
1948. 

Portadovn  Disturbance  on  I3th  Inst.,  Jid$ 
24,  505. 

Provincial       Superintending       Engineers' 
Offices  Staff,  July  27,  810. 

Putney  Telephone  Service,  July  30,  1764. 

Rushden  Postmen,  Pay  of,  July  29,  1494. 

Saltcoata  Postmen,  Pay  of,  July  22,  65. 

Savings  Bank 

Female  Clerks,  Transfer  of,  July  24, 
503. 

Irish  Work,  July  24,  502,  504. 

Shetland  Cable  Breakdown,  Cause  of,  Jul^ 
;27,  839;  July  28,  1181. 

Sligo  Post  Office  Night  Duty,  July  28,  USQ. 

Small-Pox    among    Employees,    July   f.$, 
1180. 

Sneem — Postal  Facilities  in  Listrict,  Jtrfy 
29,  1459. 

Sunday  Duty,  Payment  for,  Jvly  2S,  1173. 

Telegraph  Service — Porterage  paid  to  Out- 
siders, July  27,  841. 

Territorial  Force,  Leave  of  Officials, /h/v  25, 
610. 

Wakefield  Post  Office  Extension, -J h/v  27, 
840. 

Waterville  Postal  Delays,  July  31,  1951. 

Byles,  Mr.  W.  P.  [SalforJ,  N.] 

All-British  Steamship  Route,  Scheme  for, 
July  30, 117^. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bi3, 
3r.,  Aug.  1,  2100. 

Creich — Burning  of  Houses,  July  29,  1501. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  2010. 

Jamaica — Banana  Trade,  July  28,  1227- 

Natal 

Dini7ulu,Trialof,  Jti/y22,88  ;  July  SO, 
1749. 

Indemnity  Act,  Aug.  1,  2100. 

Provincial  Homes   Investment   Company, 
Operations  of,  July  23,  347. 

Women's      Suffrage     Movement  —  Prises 
Treatment,  July  23,  339. 

Cabs 

Railway  Station  Service. 

Q.     Sir  S.  Scott;     A.     Mr.  Gladsteae, 
July  27,  814. 
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Cabs— a>n<. 

Taximeter — Overcrowding 

Qs.     Mr.  Cooper;    As,    Mr.  Gladstone, 

Jvly  72,  812. 
Q.    Mr.  Cooper;     A,    Mr.  H.  Samuel, 
Jtdy  ^,  1490. 

Cahirdaniel 

Postal  Delays. 

Q.    Mr.  Boland  ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton,  July 
SI,  1951. 
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July  22— Aug.  1. 

Canada — co*^- 


[Oab-Oaa 


Tariff  Treaty  with  France. 
Qs,    Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;   As, 
July  28y  1229. 


Sir  E.  Grey, 


Caledon 

Band  Parade  on  7th  inst. 
Q.    Mr.  P.  O'Brien;     A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  30,  1707. 

Caledonian  Canal 

Report  Presented,  July  27,  810. 

Camborne  Water  Bill 

I  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2077. 

Cambrian  Bailways  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1, 2076. 

Campbell,  Et.  Hn.  J.  H.  M.  [Dublin  Uni- 
versity] 
National  Assurance  Company  of  Ireland — 
Case  of  Corrigan  v  Read,  July  29, 
1509,  1510. 
Summary    Jurisdiction    (Ireland)     Bill — 
Lords  Amendts.,  July  29,  1632. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Bills— Legislation  by  Reference,  July  29, 
1426. 

Crofters,  Arrears  in  Payment  of  Instalments 
by,  etc.,  July  22,  32-38,  46. 

Education,  Secondary,  in  Wales — Return 
as  to  Voluntary  Subscriptions,  pro- 
posed, July  29,  1436. 

Irish    Uni\rersities    Bill,     2r.,    July    27, 
741,  743;  Cam,  July  30,  1670; 
Commons    Amendts.    to    Lords 
Amendts.,  July  31, 1941. 
Oid-Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.    July    28, 
1122,  1161,  1163  ;    Rep.,  July  29, 
1439;    Commons    Amendts.     to 
Lords  Amendts.,  July  31,  1928, 
1934. 
Third   Reaaing  in   House   of   Lords, 
July  29,  144-1. 
Pior    and     Harbour    Provisional    Orders 
(No.    1)    Bill,    Commons'    Amendts., 
July  29,  1372. 

Canada 

Cattle  Disease. 

08.     Mr.  Fell,  Sur  G.  Parker ;    As.    Sir 
E.  Strachey,  July  23,  345. 

Immigration  Regulations  for  Consumptive 
Persons.  _ 

Q     Mr.  Weir;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  1721. 
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Cardiff  Eailway  BUI 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 
Carlile,  Mr.  R  H.  [Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans] 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.  July  27, 

1059. 
Army 

Special  Reserve 

Foreign  Service  Organisation,  July 

27,  931. 
Organisation   of,   July   27,   931- 
931. 
Territorial  Force 

Cyclist  Battalions  and  Companies, 

July  27,  866,  867. 
Wagon  and  Harness  Supply,  July 
23,  302. 
Army  Estimates— Application  of  Surpluses 

to  Meet  Deficiencies,  July  27,  1067. 
Land  Purchase  Stock 

Applications  for  New  Issues,  July  27 ^ 

829. 
Suggestions    for   Future    Issue,   July 
29,  1510. 


Lunacy  Statistics,  Jvly  30,  1756. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board,  Clerks  Em- 
ployed by,  July  23,  344. 

Naval  Marriages  Bill,  Com.  Jvly  27,  1056, 
1057. 

Siam,  New  Agreement  with,  July  25, 
612. 

Carr-Oomm,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Southwark,  Rother- 
hithe] 
Port  of  London  Bill— Alterations  Suggested, 

July  23,  342. 
Post  Office  Mail  Conveyance  by  Thames 

Steamboats,  July  28,  1180. 
Waste  Paper— Disposal  of  Prison  Registers, 
July  27,  880. 

Earl  Carrington  [Fresident  of  the  Board  of 
AgirieuUure] 
Amcultural     Holdings     Bill,     Commons 

Amendts.,  July  30,  1677,  1679. 
Cattle  Importation  Restrictions,  Removal 
of,  proposed, /«/y  23,  293. 

Commoas  Bill,  3b.,  July  28,  1165. 
Cran  Measures  Bill,  2r.,  July  22,  51. 

Carson,  Et  Hon.  Sir  K  H.  [Dublin  Uni. 

▼ersity] 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con,,  July  23,  412- 
414,  459,  471. 

Castle  Arohdale  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Bacon. 

Q     Mr.    Fetherstonhaugh ;        A,    Mr. 
Birrell,  July  30,  1768. 
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Castleqnin 

Model  Farm  Scheme. 
Q.     Mr.  Bolaad  ;  A,     Mr.  T.  W.  Rusiell, 
July  29,  1404. 

Castlereagh,  Lord  LMaidstone] 

Naval  Manoeuvres  —  "  Good  Hoi>e  "  and 
"  Argyll "  Case,  Jvly  30,  1741. 


Castletown 

Oattle-drive. 

Q.     Captain    Craig; 
July  23,  359. 


A.    Mr.    Birrell, 


Cattle 

Diseases,  Contagious,  Notification  of. 
Q,     Sir    W.    J.    Collins;       A.     Sir    E. 
Strachey,  July  30,  1728. 
Diseases    in    America^ — Issue    of    Leaflet, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wason ;    A.    Sir  E. 
Strachey,  July  28,  1196. 
Importation  Restrictions 

Foreign  Representations. 

Q.     Mr.  J:  C.:W|Won;    A.     Sir  E. 
Grey,  July  28,  }22§. 

Legislative  Proposals.         \ 
Q.     Mr.    J.    C.    Wason;      A.     Mr. 
Asquith,  July  28,  1242. 

Removal,  proposed. 

08,     Earl  of  Onslow,  July  23,  292  ; 
Earl  Carrington,  293. 

Causton,  Et.  Hon.  E.  K.  [South war k,  W.] 
Income-Tax  Officers  on  Retired  Pay,  Form 
'      Issued  to,  Jtdy  28,  1185. 

Cayan 

Evicted  Tenants   Position  of. 
Q.     Mr.  V.  Kennedy;    A,     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  29,  1472. 

Cave,  Mr.  G.  [Surrey,  Kingston] 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill,  2b.  July 

25,^1363/ 
London   and    District   Electricity   Supplv 

BUI,  2r.  July  30,  1861. 

Cawlejy  Sir  F.  [Lancashire,  Prestwich] 

Provincial   Homes   Investment  Company, 
Operations  of,  July  23,  346  ;   July  27, 

884. 

Cayo 

Rent  Collection. 
Q.     Mr.    L.    Williams;        A,     Sir     E. 
Strachey,  July  27,  826. 

Cecil,  Lord  E.  [Marylebone,  E.] 

Autuntn  Session — ^Business  Arrangements, 
July  31,  2021. 

Belgium — Religious  Instruction  in  Schools, 
July  29,  1458. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 
2r.,  July  30,  1831-1833. 
Schedule  B.,  Amendment  to  out    of 
Order,  July  31,  1968-1970. 
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Mr.  Churchill 


Cecil,  Lord  "EL—eofa. 

Cran  Measures  Bill,  Cam.  Jtdy  28.  1367. 
Education— Building     Grant*,     July    SO. 

1831-1833. 
Endowed  Schools  (Mast«*)  Kll,  2R.,  J*h 

28,  1363. 
GaHorth  School  Dispute,  Jtdy  29,  1498. 
Germany — Religious  Teaching  in  Plrufisiin 

and  Bavarian  Schools,  July  29,  145S. 

Llangollen  School  Dispute,  July  29,  1498. 
Meat  Supply— Beef  Prices  in  1907-8,  Jtrfy 

;?5.  600. 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords    Amendta.. 

Con,,  July  31,  1972,  1973,  1976,  1979. 

1992, 1997. 
Penmachno   School   Sit«,  July   29,  1498. 

1499. 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Num- 

her  of,  etc.,  July  30,  1728. 

Cecil,  Mr.  E«  [Aston  Manor] 

Africa,    East,    Steamship   Commimicatiot 
with,  July  29,  1^58. 

Census  of  Prodnction  Act 

Forms  Under. 
Q.     Ml.  W.  Benn;    A, 
July  22,  71. 

Returns,  Date  of  Making. 
Q.     Mr.   Gretton;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  27,  847. 

Central  Ireland  Electric  Power  Bill 

L  3r.  ♦  JtUy  27,  704. 

c.  Lords  Amend ts..  Con.  ♦  July  29    1447. 

L  Royal  Assent,  A  tig.  1,  2078. 

Ceylon 

Pearl  Fisheries — Leading  to  Private  Com- 
pany. 
Os.     Ur.  hyttelton,  July  28,   1246; 
Colonel  Seely,   1261. 

Public  Works — Employment  of  Natives. 
Qs.    Sir  H.  Cotton  ;  As.     Colonel  Seely. 
July  27,  838. 

Chairman     and     Deputy  -  Chairman  — 
Bnlings 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 
Schedule      B — Amendment     out      of 
Order,  July  31,  1968,  1969,  1970. 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 

Deletion  of  Part   II.  from  Schedule, 

July  27,   1011. 
Inquiries  as  to  Act  included  wag  im 

Order,  July  27,  1051. 
Matter   relevant    to   certain   Ainend- 

ments,  Jvly  27,  1019,  1025,  10S9. 

1030,  1038,  1039,  1040.  104a. 
Motion  must  not  be  characterised  as 

"Insincere,"  July  27,   1047. 

Irrelevant    matter,    Jvly    27,    926,     995, 
1005,   1007. 
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Chainnan  and  Bepnty-Chairman-Eulings 

— cont 
Members  should  resume  Seats  on  Rising  of 

Chairman,  July  28,   1270. 
Naval  Marriages  Bill,  Matter  relevant  to, 

July  27,  1067,  1058. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill 

Amendment  omitted  from  List,  Pro- 
cedure as  to  taking,  July  28*  1130. 

Amendments,   Wording  of,  July  28, 
1118. 
Progress,  Motion  to  Report,  July  27,  1066. 
Unparliamentary    Expressions,    July    28, 

1271. 

Chamberlain,  Et  Hn.  J.  A.  [Worcestershire, 

E.] 

Argentina,  Increase  in  British  Trade  with, 
July  25^  685. 

Coal  Tax,  Abolition  of,  July  25,  667. 
Expenditure,    Additional,    Proposals    for 
meeting,  July  25,  664-669. 

Finance  Bill,  3r.,  July  25,  663-669,  681, 
685,   688,   691. 
Precedure  with  Regard  to  Discussion, 
July  25,  663. 
Old-Age  Pensions — Source  of  Funds,  July 

25,  664. 
Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  25,  667. 

Taxation — Necessity  for   providing   New 
Sources,  July  25,  666-669,  691. 

Tea  Duty,  Reduction  of.  July  25,  667. 

Chancellor  of  the  Dnohy  of  Lancaster 

Bt.  Hon.    Viscount  Fowhr, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Rt.  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-George. 

Channing,  Sir  F.  A.  [Northamptonshire,  E.] 

Agricultural    Rat«8    Act — Application    to 

Poultry  Farms,  July  27,  843. 
Autumn  Session — Business  Arrangements, 

July  31,  2020. 
Kettering— Bowler  v.  Foskett,  Case,  July 

29,  1488. 
Motor  Speed  Restrictions,  July  29,  1644» 

1545. 
Rushden  Postmei ,  Pay  of,  July  29,  1494. 
Tuberculosifa  Commission,  Value  of  Work, 

July  29,  1642,  1543. 
Unemployment — Urgency  of  the  Question, 

July  29,  1541. 

Chapels  and  Chnrches 

Rating  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Hutton;    A, 
27,  843. 


SESSION  1908.  [Cha— Chu 

July  22— Aug.  1. 

Chaplin,  Et  KoTL--€ont. 

London   and    District   Electricity   Supply 
Bill,  2r.,  July  30,  1846-1848. 

Motors 

Dust  Nuisance,  July  29,  1540. 
Speed  Restrictions,  July  29,  1539. 


Mr.  Bums,  July 


Chaplin,  Et.  Hn,  [Surrey,  Wimbledon] 

Government  Departments,  Status  of.  Pro- 
gress made  with  Inquiry,  July  29, 1540, 
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Charities 

[See  Names  of  Counties,  etc.] 

Weir  Charity,  Objections  to 

Q.    Sir  H.  Kimber  ;   A.    Mr.  Trevelyan, 
July  30,  1731. 

Cherry,  Et.  Hon-  E.  B,— Attorney-General 
Jar  Ireland  (Liverpool,  Exchange) 
Agriculture  Department 

Official  Information,  Circular  agamst 

divulging,  July  28, 1240. 
Veterinary  Branch  Salaries,  July  28, 
1241. 
Cattle- Driving  Cases 

Prosecution:  of  Offenders,  July  30, 1821 . 

Self-Protection  by  Graaiers,  Measures 

Permissible  for,  July  23,  349,  350. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 

2R.,  July  30,  1819-1822. 
Crimes  Act,  Re-imposition   of,    proposed, 

July  30,  1819,  1820. 
Kildorrery    Petty    Sessions—Case    of  W. 

Stackpoole,  Aug.  1,  2086. 
Londonderry — Larceny  from   Quay,   July 

27,  846. 
Whale     Fisheries     (Ireland)     Bill,    Lords 
Amendt.,JM/y  3i,  2014. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

RL  Hon.  A.  BirrelL 

China 

Foreign  Trade  in  1907. 

Q.     Earl    of    Ronaldshay ;        A.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Jw/y  23,  311. 

Tienstin  British  Post  Office. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  H.  Hea ton  ; .  ^ .     Mr.-  Buxton , 
July  24,  504. 
Trade  Report  Presented,  July  30, 1635. 

Chnrchill,  Et.   Hon.  W.  L.  1.— President 
of  Board  of  Trade  [Dundee] 

Africa,  East — Native  Labour  Regulations, 
July  29,  1492. 

Agricultural  Labourers'  Wages,   Hours  of 
Work,  etc.,  July  24,  505. 

Aldgate  Tramway  to  Bow— Danger  of  Stud 
System,  Jxdy  22,  90. 

All-British  Steamship  Route,  ProposaJs  as 
to,  July  28,  1237. 

Belfast    Lough— Sand-liftmg  from    Fore- 
shore, July  27,  853. 

Building  Societies,  Fraudulent,  Protection 
against,  Jw/y5<?,  1760. 

Canada — ^Immigration  Regfulations  for  Con- 
sumptive Persons,  July  30,  112\. 

Digitized  by  V^O^j^^e 


Oha— Oiv] 


Chorehilk  Et.  Hon.  W.  L.  L-cont. 

Centut  of  Production  Act 

Forms  under,  Juijf  22,11. 

Rstums,  Date  of  making,  Jufy  27,  847. 

China— Foreign  Trade  in  1907,  July  23,  311. 

**  Clam  *'— Chinese  Crew,  July  22, 70. 

Cotton  Industry — Reduction  of  Hours  of 
Spinners  of  American  Cotton,  July  22, 
64. 

Emigration  Statistics  (189S-19a8),  July  23, 
316. 

Fenchurch  Street  Railway  Point  Cleaner, 
Case  of,  July  32,  340. 

Olaunvarane  Strand  Trespass  Action,  July 
23,  341. 

Hop  Industry 

Acreage  in  England  and  America,  July 
30,  1718. 

American  C.-op,  Period  of  Picking,  July 
30,  1718. 

Continental  Hops,  Price  of,  July  30, 
1718. 

Import  Statistics,  1820-1907,  July  30, 
1722. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes — Cubic 
Space  in  London  and  Berlin,  July  22, 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters  (Toronto) — 
Security  Deposited,  July  28,  1177. 

International  Securities  Corporation,  Case 
of,  July  30,  1159. 

Kenmare  Train  Service,  July  29,  1464. 

Labour  Oazetk,  Articles,  Responsibility  for, 
July  22,  90. 

Leeds  Railway — Shunting  Fatality  to  W. 
Harris,  July  30,  1769. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill,  2e.,  July  30,  1873-1878, 
1880. 

Proposals  as  to,  July    27,  886. 

Man,  Isle  of — Racing  by  Excursion 
Steamers,  July  28,  1235. 

Marine  Insurance  —  P.P.I.  Insurances* 
July  27,  883. 

Meat  Supply 

Beef  Prices  in  1907-8,  July  25,  600 ; 
July  30,   1721. 

Inquiry,  July  23,  343  .    July  25,  611  ; 
July  27,   855;      July  28,    1236, 
1237  ;    July  29,  1491,  1492. 
Patents    and    Designs    Act — Compulsory 

Working  of  Patents,  July  30,  1696. 
Port  of  London  Bill 

Alterations   suggested,  July  23,  341, 

342,  343. 
Costs  incurred,  July  28,  1236. 
Procedure  as  to,  July  30,  1695. 
Provincial   Homes   Investment  Comoanv. 
Ltd.  ^ 

Judgment  against,  July  22,  65. 
Operations  of,  July  27,  884. 
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Railways 

Automatic  Couplings,  Value  of,  July 
27,  881,  882. 

Coal  Freight  and  Wastage,  July  27, 
846. 

Electric     Precautions    against    Fire, 
July  22,  70. 

"  Strathyre  "—Chinese  Crew,  July  29, 
1452. 

Tarbert  (Loch  Fyne)— Pier  Lease,  July  30, 

1725. 
Tobacco—Expenditure  by  Working  Classes* 

July  22,  70. 

Tramways— Men  Employed,  July  23,  311. 

Tran#7aal  Auatic  Policy — Circular  to 
Trade  Councils,  July  27,  881. 

Unemployment  —  Statistics  in  Lcfxmr 
OazeUe,  July  30,  1760. 

Warrenpoint  Excursion  Fatality,  July  29, 

1508. 
Weights    and     Measures — Stamping   Fees 

July  27,  883. 

Civil  List  Peniions 

Persons  in  Receipt  of — Return  Presented, 
July  27,  810. 

Civil  Service 

RetiA*emcnts — ^Minute  as  to  Retention  (d 
Certain  Persons  Ordered^  July  29, 
1451  ;    Presented.  July  30,  1692. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

Art     and     Science     Buildings — ^£55,000, 
Com*   July  28,  1336;  Rep,* July  2B 
1514. 

Bankruptcy  Department,  Board  of  Trad 
— £5,  Com*  July  28,  1337;  Rep* 
July  29,  1514. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries — 
£83,124,  Com*  July  28,  1337 ;  Rep-* 
July  29,  1514. 

Board  of  Education— £6,594,150,  Cmm* 
July  28,  1347  ;    Rep*  July  29,   1516. 

Board  of  Trade— £213,169,  Com.*  JWy  ^, 
1337  ;     Rep*  July  29,  1514. 

British  Museum— £115,137,  C<ym*  Jmly 
28,  1347 ;    Rep,*  July  29,  15ia 

Charity  Commission — ^£15,308,  Com,*  July 
28,  1337  ;    Rep.*  July  29,  1514, 

Colonial  Office— £31,450,  Com,  July  2S, 
1244. 

County  Courts— £3,  Com.*  July  28,  1341; 

Rep.*  July  29,  1515. 
Cyprus    (Grant    in    Aid)     £1,000.    dmi* 

July  28,  1351 ;    Rep.,*  July  29,  1517, 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services  — 
£323,103,  Com.*  July  28,  1351; 
Rep,*  July  29,  1617. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department  — 
£39,900,  Com.*  July  28,  1337,  Rep.* 
July  29,  1514. 
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Foreign   Offiee~£40,830,    Com. 
939. 
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Friendly  Societies  Registry— £6,81»»Cc»».* 
Jtdif  28, 1337  ;  -Bep.*  Jvdy  29, 1614. 

Government  Hospitslity — £5,000,  Com.* 
July  28,  1353  ;   Rep.*  Jtdy  29,  1518. 

Harbours— £32,840,  Com*  Jtdy  28,  1336; 
Bep.*  July  29,  1614. 

Home  Office— £139,967,   Com.  *  July  28, 

1337  ;   Bep.*  July  29,  1514. 
House  ofOommons Office 8— £19,900,  Com.* 

July  28, 1337  ;  Rep.*  July  29, 1514. 
House  of  Lords  Office8~£15,966,    Com.* 

July  28, 1337  ;  Rep.*  July  29, 1514. 
Houses  of  Parliament  Building— £37,000, 

Com.*  July  27,  988. 

Houses  of  Parliment  Buildings — £37,000, 
Com.*  July  28,  1336;  Rtp.*  July 
29,  1514. 

Ireland 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 
Office— £1,053,  Com.*  July  28, 
1338;   Rep*  July  29,  1515. 

Chief  Secretary— £18,101,  Com.*  July 
28,  1338  ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1515. 

County  Court  Officers,  etc.— £70,475, 
Com.*  July  28,  1342;  Rep.* 
July  29,  1516. 

Development  Grant  —  £85,342,  Com.* 
July  28,  1352;  Rep.*  July  29, 
1517. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police— £36,632, 
Com.*  July  28,  1342;  Rep.* 
July  29,  1516. 

Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum — 
£3,222,  Com.*  July  28,  1342; 
Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 

Education  (Supplementary )—£l  14,000, 

Com.*    July    28,     1348;      Rep.* 

July  29,  1516. 
Endowed     Sohools     Commissioners — 

£515,     Com.*      July     28,     1348; 

Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 
Hospitals  and  Charities — £116,  Com.* 

July  28,  1352 ;     Rep.*    July  29, 

1517. 

Household  of  Lord  -  Lieutenant*— 
£2,627,  Com.*  July  28,  1338; 
Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 

Land  Commission— £160,978,  Com.* 
July  28,  1342;  Jiep.*  July  29, 
1516. 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecu- 
tions—£38,078,  Com.*  July  28, 
1342  ;   Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 

Local  Government  Board — £52,616, 
Com.*  July  28,  1338;  Rep.* 
July  29,  1515. 

National  Gallery— £1,163,  Com.*  July 
28, 1348  ;  Rep*  July  29,  1516. 

Prisons— £64,661,  Com.*  July  28, 
1342 ;   Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 
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Public  Record  Office— £3,625,  Com.* 
July  28,  1338;  Rep.*  July  29, 
1515. 

Public  Works  Office— £27,413  ;  Com.* 
July  28,  1338;  Rep.*  July  29, 
1515. 

Public  Works  andBjildinga— £134,259 
Com.*  July  28,  1337;  Rep.* 
July  29,  1514. 

Queen's  Colleges— £2,200,  Com.*  July 
28,  1348  ;  Rep.*  July  29, 1516. 

Railways— £31,454,  Com.*  July  28, 
1337  ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1614. 

Reformatory  and  InJustriil  Schools — 

£55,225,   Com.*    July  28,   1342; 

Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 
Registrar-Generars     Office  —  £7,338, 

Com.*     July    28,     1338;     Rep.* 

July  29,  1515. 

Relief  of  Distress- £13,000  Com.* 
July  28,  1353;  Rep.*  July  29, 
1618. 

Royal  Irish  Conatabuh ry— £739,90^ 
Com.*  July  28,  1342;  Rep.* 
July  29,  1516. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  etc. — 
£60,446,  Com.*  July  28,  1342; 
Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 

Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey — 
£15,147,  Com.*  July  28,  1338; 
Rep.*  July  29,  1515. 

Land  Registry— £21,750,  Com.*  July  28, 
1341 ;   Rep.*  July  29,  1515. 

Law  Charges— £54,190,  Com.*  July  28, 
1341  ;     Rep.*  July  29,  1516. 

Local  Government  Board — £166,500,  Com.* 
July  28,  1337  ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1514. 

Lunacy  Commission — £11,384,  Com.*  July 
28,  1337 ;    Rep.*  July  29,  1514. 

Mercanti'e  Marine  Services — £80,347,  Com.* 
July  28,  1337  ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1614. 

Miscellaneous  Expenses — £7,867,  Com* 
July  28,  1352 ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1617. 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Buildings — £48,000, 
Com.*  July  28,  1336  ;  Rep.*  July  29, 
1614. 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses — £22,664, 
Com.*  July  28,  1341 ;  Rep.*  July  29 
1615.  ' 

National  Gallery— £7,414,  Com.*  July  28, 
1347  ;    Rep.*  July  29,   1616. 

National  Portrait  Gallery— £2,621,  Com.* 
July  28,  1347 ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1616. 

Old-Age  Pensions— £1.200,000,  Com.*  July 
28,  1352 ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1517. 

Osborne— £7,300,  Com.*  July  28,  1330; 
Rep.*  July  29,   1513. 

Peterhead  Harbour— £22.000,  Com.*  July 
28,  1336;  Rep.*  July  29,   1514. 

Police— £24,868,  Com.*  July  28,  1341  ; 
Rep*  July  29,  1615. 
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Post  Office,  etc.— £11,821,53),  Com,* 
July  28,  1354 ;  Bep*  July  29,  1519. 

Privy  Council  .Office— £6,217,  Com*  Jvly 
28,   1337  ;  Bep*  July  29,   1514. 

Public  Record  Office— £14,820,  Com* 
Jvly  28,  1338  ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1514. 

Public  Trustee— £1,500,  Com*  Jvly  28, 
1341  ;  Rep*  July  29,  1515. 

Public  Works  Loan  Commission— £2,507, 
Com*  Jvly  28,  1338  ;  Rep*  July  29, 
1514. 

Regis trar-GeneraFs  Office— £26,825,  Com* 
Jvly  28,  1338  ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1514. 

Repayments  to  Civil  Contingencies  Fund— 
£41,491,  Com*  July  8,  1352  ;  Rep* 
Jvly  29,  1517. 

Repayments  to  Local  Loans  Funds — 
£4,404,  Com*  July  S8,  1352 ;  Rep* 
Jvly  S9,  1517. 

Royal  Palaces— £42,500,  Com*  Jvly  28, 
1336;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1513. 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens— 
£79,900,  Com*  Jvly  28,  1336  ;  Rep* 
Jvly  29,  1513. 

Salisbury  Memorial— £1,100,  Com*  July 
28,   1336 ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,   1514. 

Savings  Banks'  and  Friendly  Societies' 
Deficiencies— £109,713,  Com* Jvly  28, 
1352  ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1517. 

Scientific     Investigation— £28,295,     Com* 

Jvly  28,  1347  ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1516. 
Scotland 

Crofters'  Commission— £2,345,  Com.* 
Jvly  28,  1342;  Rep.,*  Jvly  29, 
1515. 

Education— £1,198,557,  Com*  Jvly 
28,  1348 ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1516. 

Fishery  Board- £14,998,  Com*  Jvly 
28,  1338  ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1515. 

Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law — 
£51,316,  Com*  July  28,  1341  ; 
Rep*  Jvly  29,  1515. 

Local  Government  Board— £11,592, 
Com*  JiUy  28,  1338;  Rep* 
Jvly  29,  1515. 

Lunacy  Commission— £3,901,  Com* 
Jvly  28,  1338;  Rep*  Jvly  29, 
1515. 

National  Galleries— £2,497,  Com* 
July  28,  1348;  Rep*  July  29, 
1516. 

Prisons— £60,790,  Com*  July  28, 
1342;   Rep*  July  29,   1515. 
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Secret  Service— £10.000,  Com*  Jvly  th. 
1338 ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,   1515. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowance*— 
£375,022,  Cow.*  J«/yj25,  1351  ;  Rep^* 
Jvly  29,  1517. 

Supplementary — Amount    included 

Q.     Mr.    Cox;     A.     Mr.    lAoyd-Geat^, 
Jvly  23,  334. 

Q.     Sir   F.    Banbury;    A.     Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  July  31,  1961. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature — £189,  867, 
Com*  Jvly  28,  1341 ;  Rep*  Jvly  59, 
1515. 

Surveys— £116,815,  Com*  July  28,  1336; 
Rep*  July  29,  1514. 

Telegraph  Subsidies  and  Pacific  Cable— 
£42,133;  Com*  July  28,\Z6\  ;  Rep* 
Jvly  29,  1517. 

Temporary  Commissions— £25,000,  Com* 
Jvly  28,  1352  ;  Rep*  Jvly  29,  1517. 

Treasury,  etc.— £62,917,  Com.^  July  28, 
1337  ;    Rep*  Jvly  29,  1514. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905,  Expenses 
—£200,000,  Com*  July  28,  1352; 
Rep*  Jvly  29,  1518. 

Universities  and  Colleges  and  Intermediate 
Education,  Wales— £146.800.  Com* 
July  28,  1347  ;  Rep*  July  29,  1516. 

Votes  Closured  in  Classes,  July  29,  1610, 
1613,  1615,  1619,  1623,  1627. 

Wallace  CoUection— £4.173  ;  C€»h*  Jvly 
28,  1347  ;   Rep*  Jvly  29,  616. 

Woods,  Forests  and  Land  Revenues,  etc.. 
Office— £13,613,  Com*  July  28,  1338; 
Rep*  Jvly  29,  1515. 

Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office— 
£53,693,  Com*  Jvly  28,  1338  ;  Rtp,* 
Jvly  29,  1515. 


"Clam" 

Chinese  Crew. 

(?.     Mr. J.  H.  Wilson  ; 
July  22,  70. 

Claremonis 

School,  Use  of 

0.     Mr.   C.   O'Kelly; 
July  28,  1198. 


A,  Mr. Churchill, 


A.     Mr.   BirrelJ, 


Cleland,  Kr.  J.  W.  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton] 
Glasgow,     Unemployment     in — Work     of 
Distress  Committee,  etc,,  Jvly  31, 2iJ63, 


2065. 


Register  House.  Edinburgh— £26,966, 
Com*  July  28,  1342;  Rep* 
Jvly  29,  1515. 

Registrar-General's  Office  —  £3,063, 
Com*  July  28,  1338;  Rep,* 
July  29,  1515. 

Secretary's  Office— £11,600,  Com* 
JiUy  28,  1338;  Rep*  July  29, 
1515. 


Li- 


Probation  of  Offenders  Act — Scottish 
terpretation,  Jvly  27,  828. 

Unemployment — Grant  to  Scottish  Distress 
Committee,  July  31,  2063-2066. 

Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 

Irish    Universities    Bill — ^Lords   Amendts. 
Disagreed  to  by  the  Commons,  July  31, 


1939. 
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Clerk  of  the  Parliamenti-^o'»^. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill — Lords  Amendts. 
Disagreed  to  by  the  Commons,  July  31 1 
1911, 1924, 1926, 1927, 193 1, 1932, 1934. 

Clery  Minors  Estate 

Sale  Proposals 
0.    Mr.  Lundon  ;   A,    Mr.  Birrell,  July 
29,  1504. 

Clinton,  Lord 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Commons 
Amendts.,  July  30,  1678,  1679. 

01d-A«e  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  28, 
lill-1113,  1116,  1117,  1123,  1124, 
1156. 

Clonbrook,  Lord 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill — Commons 
Amendments,  July  30, 1681, 1682. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2r..  July  27,  768- 
770 ;   C<m,  July  30,  1655. 

Land  Purchase — Sinking  Fund  from 
Tenant's  Annuities,  July  29,  1428. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  3b., 
July  23,  272,  273. 

Clonrelliok 

Land  Purchase. 
Q,    Sir  W.  Nugent;     A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  28,  1198. 

Clongh,  Mr.W.  [Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skipton] 
Friendly  Societies — Royal  London  Society 
Agreement,  J«/y5(?,  1764. 

Old- Age  Pensions,  Cost  of,  July  23, 335. 
'    '  Ribble  River  Fishery  Board,  Aug.  1, 2085. 

Clynes,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Manchester,  N.E.] 
Army  Territorial  Force 

Government  Assistance,  July  29,  1482. 
Horses  System  of  Hiring,  July  29, 1482. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2r.,  July  30,  1893-1896. 

Manchester 

Disturbances — Sentences  on  Leaders, 
July  30,  1893-1896. 

Unemployment  Grant,  July  30, 1760. 

Oldham  Postmen*8  Wages,  July  30,  1763. 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Comjiany, 
Operations  of,  July  29,  1500. 

Coal 

Freight  Charge,  see  under  Railways. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill 

Standing  Committee  C,  Constitution  of. 
Os.    Mr.   Bowles,  Mr.   Speaker,  Sir  B. 
Gurdon,  July  27,  888. 

Coal  Tax 

Abolition  of. 

0«.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  25,  667 ; 
Sir  £.  Sassoon,  671. 

Repeal,  Effects  oi 
Os.     Viscount    St.    Aldwyn,    July    29, 
1400,  HOI ;  Earl  of  Crewe,  1428. 
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Statistical  Tables — Copy  Ordered,  July  30t 
1692. 

Coast  Erosion 

Inquiry — ^Ptogress  made. 
Os.    Mr.  Curran,  July  29,  1549;     Mr. 
Bums,  1569,  1574. 

Coastguard  Servioe 

Men  Required  for  Naval  Manoeuvres. 
Q.    Mj*.  Gretton;     A.    Mr.  MoKenna, 
July  28,  1177. 

Cochrano,  Mr.  T.  H.   [Ayrshire,  N.] 

Army  Territorial  Force,  Instructors*  Pay, 
July  27,  862. 

Saltcoats  Postmen,  Pay  of,  July  22,  65. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  Bill — 
Memorandum,  proposed,  July  27,  828. 

Coffee 

Consumption  —  Copy  of  Memorandum 
Ordered,  July  30,  1693. 

Coinage  and  Currenoy 

Exhibition  of  Certain  Specimens. 
Q.     Mr.  Essex ;    A.    Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  30,  1733. 

CollingSy  Et  Hon.  J.  [Birmingham,  Bordes- 
ley] 
Brass  Foundries — ^Regulations  Issued    to, 
July  29,  1585-1588,  1608,  1609. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  2005. 

Local  Authorities  (Education)  Bill — Star- 
ring by  the  Government,  proposed, 
July  31,  2024. 

C Id- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  1989. 

Collins,  Mr.  S.  [Lambeth,  Kennington] 

Hoxton— Use  of  Douglas  Hall,  July  29^ 
1496. 

Motor  Omnibus  Breakdowns,  July  28, 
1234  ;  July  30,  1757. 

Collins,  Sir  W.  J.  [St.  Pancras,  W.] 

Cattle  Diseases,  Contagious^  Notification  of, 
July  30,  1728. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  422, 
467-469 ;   July  24,  561-563,  566. 

Regents  Canal  Fence,  Repair  of,  July  28, 
1197. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour  Repatriations, 
July  22,  66. 

Taborculosis,  Notification  of,  July  23,  315. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary   of   SiaU—BX.    Hon.    Earl    of 
Crewe. 

Under-Secretary — Colonel  Seely. 

Criticisms  on  Late  Under-Secretary. 
Os.     Mr.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1249,  1269  -, 
Colonel  Seely,  1268,  1269. 
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Colonies  and  Protectorates 

[For    ParUeular    Colonies^    efc.,    see    their 

Names.] 
Annual  Report  Presented,  July  22,  3,  61. 

Crown    Colony    Inhabitants    Stranded    in 
England. 

Q.    Mr.  0.  Philippa;     A.    Colonel 
Seely.  July  28,  1224. 

Educational  Expenditure — Return  Ordered, 
July  29,  1461. 

Recognition  of  Services  in. 

Q.    Mr.  Nield  ;   A.     Colonel  Seely,  July 
23,  310. 


Colthorst  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.    Sheehan; 
Jidy  28,  1200. 


A.     Mr.    Birrell, 


Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Commons  Bill 

I.  R3port  from  Standing  Committee,  July 
25,  254. 

Jiep.*  July  27,  740. 

3r.  July  28,  1165. 
c.   IR*  July  30,  1775. 

Commons  Eegnilfttions  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill 

e.  Report,*  July  28,  1067. 
3r.*  July  29,  1447. 

I,  IR.*  July  30,  1633. 
2r.  July  31,  1905. 
^Bi,*Aug.  1,  2073. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2076. 

Standing  Order  XXXIX.,  Suspension  of, 
etc. 

Os.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh, 
July  31,  1905-1908  ;  Marquess 
of  Salisbury,  1907;  Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  1908. 

Companies  Bill 

f.  Com.,  Rep.  and  3r.  July  27,  993,  1002. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2074. 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill 

Joint   Committee   Report,   July   23,  255, 

368. 
/.  Com.  July  27,  735. 

Rep.  July  29,  1426,  1427. 

3r.,  July  30,  1676. 

Compulsory  Military  Service 

Possibility    of    Establishing    on    National 
Service   League  Plan. 

Os.  Earl  of  V^emvss,  July  22, 
15-18;  Lord  Luca»,  lP-21  ; 
Lojd  Newton,  22-23 ;  ViJ^count 
Midleton,  26 ;  Earl  of  Crewe. 
30,  31;  Lord  Bolhaven  and 
Stenton,  31. 


Congo  Tree  State 

Annexation  Proposals. 

Os.     Sir  G.  White, /ti/y  SO,    1838-1810; 
Sir  E.  Grey.  1S42-1844. 

Belgian  Administration — ResponsitiHtjof 
Great  Britain. 

Os.     Sir  G.  White,  July  ZO.   183S- 
1842. 

Concessions,  Policy    as    to — Protection  of 
Native  Rights,  etc. 

Os.     Sir  E.  Grey,  July  27,  974.  975 ; 
Sir  G.  Parker,  980. 

Reforms — British   Policy. 
Os.     Sir    C.    Dilke,    July  27,   958-9en; 
Earl  Percy,  961.  962 ;    Sir  E.  Grev. 
972,  979 ;    Sir  G.  Parker,  97H-93£ 
Slave  Traffic. 

Os.     Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  960. 

Consolidated  Fnnd  (Appropriation)  Bill 

c.  IR*  July  29,  1628. 

2e.  July  30,  1781,  1885. 

Com.  July  .31,  1968. 

3r.  Aug.  1,  2097. 
I.  IR.,  2r.,  3r,*  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Schedule  B.,  Amendment  to  out  of  ^>rdfr. 
Os.     Lord  R.  Cecil,  Jw/yJi,  1968-1970; 
Mr.  James  Hope,  1969 ;    Mr.  f  "hair- 
man,  1968-1970. 

Consols 

Price  of. 
Os.  Viscount  St.  Aldwm,  July  29. 
1404;  Lord  St.  Davids.  141* , 
Lord  Faber,  1419 ;  Earl  of  Creme. 
1422,  1423:  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
July  30,  1791  ;    Mr.  Asquith,  1792. 

Constabulary*  Boyal  Irisk 

[See  also  Names  of  Places.] 

Canteen  Fund. 

Q.     Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.     Mr.  Birrell,  /.wg.  1, 
2090. 

Cattle-driving  Cases,  see  under  Ireland. 
Cosgrove,  J.,  Case  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Sloan ;     A.     Mr.   Birrell,  Jwh 
25,  611. 

Extra  Charges  Levied  in  Connection  with 
Disturbances. 

Os.     Mr.    A.   J.    Balfour,  July  30, 

1789;     Mr.  Birrell,  1807. 
Q.     Mr.  W.  Long  ;   A.     Mr.  Binell. 
July  24,  509. 

Legislative  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell.  July  3L 
1965. 

Phoenix  Park  Depot,  Baths  at. 
Q.     M-.  Sloan ;     A.     Mr.   BirreU,  Ai»g. 
1,  2089. 

Recruits — Messing  Arrangements. 
Q.     Mr.  Sloan ;  A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Aug.  L 
2089. 
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Contempt  of  Court 

Iri«h  Sintsnces,  Remission  of. 

Q8.     Mr.   MacNeill;      As,     Mr.   Biirell, 
July  22,  102. 


Contempt  of  Conrts  Bill 
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Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Standing  Committee,  Jviy 
23,  255. 

Bep.*  July  27,  740. 

3r.*  July  28,  1165. 
c.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.,*  July  30,  1904. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2075. 


Proposals  as  to. 
Qs.     Captain  Craig,  Mr.  J.  Redmond  ; 
As,     Mr.   Birrell.  July  22,  107. 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Board  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent.  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Cooper,  Mr.  G.  [Southwark,  Bermondsey] 

Anaesthetics,    Deaths  from  (1901-8),  July 

30,  1698. 
Bermondsey — Monnon  Road  School,  July 

29,  1497. 

Cabs,    Taximeter — Overcrowding,  July  27, 

812  ;    July  29,  1490. 
London,  Ambulances  for,  July  23,  300 ; 

July  30,  1698,  1699. 
Meat  Supply— Beef  Prices  (1907-8),  July 

30,  1721. 

We*it     Square     School     Accommodation, 
July  29,  1497. 

Cooper  Estate 

Cases  of  J.  McGrath  and  T.  Barry. 

Q.     Mr.     Limdon;        A.     Mr.     Birrell, 
July  2S,  1186. 

Cork 

Condition  of. 

Qs.     Mr.    Londsale,    Mr.    Moore ;      As. 
Mr.  Birrell,  July  22,  105. 

Post  Omee 

Overseer,  Examination  for. 

Q,     Mr.  A.  Roche;    A,     Mr.  Bux- 
ton,  July  29,  1453. 

Surveyors,  Allowances  to. 

Q,     Mr.  A.  Roche;    A,     Mr.  Bux- 
ton.  July  28,  1192. 

Telegraphic  Delays. 

Q.     Mr.  A.  Roche.    A.     Mr.    Bux- 
ton,  July  29,  1454. 

Process  Servers,  Protection  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Sheehan.    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Jw/y 
27,  835. 

Queen's   C^Hesfe — R3port  Presented,  July 
27,  705,  809. 

Cork  College 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  E.,  Nomination  of. 

Qs.     captain    Craig;    As.     Mr.    Birrell, 
July  22,  108. 

Cornwall,  Dnohy  of 

Lord  Warden — ^Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. 
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Corporal  Punishment 

Procedure  in  imposing  Sentence. 

Qs.     Mr.    MacNeill,    Mr.    H.    C.    Lea; 
As.     Mr.  H.  Samuel,  July  29,  1490. 

Sentences  inflicted  by  Judges  and  Prison 
Governors,  etc. 
Os.     Mr.    S.     MacNeill,    July    30, 
1888£1890;  Mr.     Gladstone, 
1898-1900. 

Costs  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill 


I.  2r.,  Jidy  23,  274. 

Com.*  July  27,  741. 

3r.*  July  29,  1446. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1, 
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Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  8.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

Ceylon    Publi-    Works — Employment    of 
Natives,  July  27,  838. 

India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  209. 
Allvgurh    Seditions    Telegram    Case, 

'  Aug.  1,  2087. 
Bengal,  Partition  of,  July  22,  209. 

Borabav  Riots,  July  29,  1483,  1484 ; 
Aug.  1,  2087. 

Civil  Service,  Necessity  for  Recon- 
struction of,  July  22,  210-212. 

Education — Reform  of  Present  System, 
proposed,  July  22,  208. 

Prisoners,  Treatment  of,  July  28,  1220. 

Sedition,  Measures  for  Dealing  with, 
July  22,  209,  210 ;  July  28,  1219. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  28,  1217; 
July  30,  1748. 

Tinnevelly — Cases  of  Chidambaram 
Pillay  and  Subramania  Siva,  July 
28,  1219. 

Transportation  Law.  July  28,  1219. 

Cotton  Factories 

Card-rooms,  Fencing  and  Ventilation  of. 
Os.     Mr.  Gill,  July  29,  1590,  1591. 

Reduction  of  Hours  of  Spinners  of  American 
Cotton. 

Q.     Mr.  Goulding.    A .  Mr.  Churchi  :i, 
July  22,  64. 

Time  Cribbing. 

Os.     Mr.  Gill,  July  29,  1589  ;  Mr.  Ghd-^ 
stone,  1607. 

County  Boronghs 

Applications  B^fused. 

Q.     Mr.     Beaumont.    A.     Mr.      Burns. 
July  23,  343. 
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Count  J  and  Boroogh  Connoili 

Financial  Relations. 
Q.     Mr.  Adkins.    A.    Mr.  fiums,  JtUy 
31,  1»58. 

County  Oonrts 

Ptaintfi  and  Sittings — Return  Ordered,  Juiy 

29,  1451 ;  Presented,  July  30,  1091. 

Courthopo,  Kr.  0.  L.  [Snasez,  Rye] 

Beer-Brewing  Statistics  (1820-1907),  July 

30.  1732. 

Bisley  Camp — Hawkers*  Licences,  July  29, 
1408. 

Expiring    Laws    Continuance    Bill,    Com., 

July  27,  1019. 
Hop  Industry. 

Acreage    in    England    and    America, 
July  30,  1718;  July  30,  1728. 

American   Crop,    Period    of    Picking, 
July  30,  1718. 

Continental  Hops,  Price  of,  July  30, 
1718. 

Import    Statistics,    1820-1907,    July 
30,IT22. 

Meat  Supply  Inquiry,  Proposals  for,  July 

29,  1491. 
Olympic  Games — Bullets  Used  by  British 

Teams,  July  29,  1470. 

Poor  Rate  Exemption  Act,  1840 — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1019. 

Courtney,  Lord 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill,  Com, 
July  23,  258,  201. 

Cox,  Mr.  H.  [Preston] 

British  Indians  in  the  Colonies^Case  of 
Mr.  Shapurji,  July  28,  1222. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  Supplementary 

Amount  Included,  July  23,  334. 

Discussion  of,  July  23,  305. 

Expenditure,  Additional,  Proposals  for 
Meeting,  July  25,  009. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Date  of 
Taking,  July  23,  300. 

Finance  Bill,  3r.  July  25,  009. 

Income-Tax — Royalties  on  Patents,  July 
27,  847. 

Motors  *• 

Police  Traps,  July  30,  1701. 

Speed  Regulation,  Aug,  1,  2090. 

Automatic  Restriction,  July  27,  818. 

Old -Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  1989. 

Windsor  Motorists,  Prosecution  of,  July 
27,  818. 

36 


INDEX, 

July  ^2— Aug.  1. 

Craig,  Capt  J.  [Down,  E.] 
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Army,    Territorial    Force — Jury    Service, 
July  27,  859,  800. 

Ballinalack—Oase  of  J.  Carolan,  July  22, 
100. 

Ballynahinch — Extra  Police  on  ISth  Inst., 
July  27,  832. 

Belfast  Workhouse — Number  of  Inmaiei, 
July  23,  359. 

Castletown  Cattle-drive,  Jtdy  23,  359. 

Cattle-drives 

Cases  in  the  North,  July  25^  614. 

Self-Protection  by  Graziers,  Meaauret 
Permissible  for,  July  23,  349. 

Condition  of  Ireland 

Opportunity  for  Discussing,  Jvly  2S, 
010. 

System  of  Issuing  Police  Reporta,  July 
22,  110. 

Contempt  of  Courts  Bill,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  22,  107. 

Cork  College— Nomination  of  Mr.  E.  Kt»- 
gerald,  July  22,  108,  109. 

Evictions  —  Reinstatement  Regulations, 
Aug,  1,  2088. 

Galway,  Condition  of,  July  27,  833. 

Ginnell,Mr. — Speech  at  Meeting  in  Ballina- 
lack,  July  22,  108. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amend- 
ment  Bill,  Com.  July  22,  228,  23Q, 
238. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23, 56S- 
372,  394,  415,  410,  424,  4^»- 
430,403,404;   July  24,  510. 

Grants,  July  25,  014. 

Vatican  Opinion,  July  25,  615. 

Longwood — Speeches  of  Mr.  P.  McKenna 
and  Mr.  McGuire,  July  22,  109. 

Oransje  Demonstrations,  Disturbance 
During,  July  25,  014.  615. 

Queen's  County  Deputy  Lieutenants,  A  ug.  J, 
2088. 

Reynall  v  Taafe,  Decision  as  to,  July  22, 
100. 

Roscommon 

Clerk  to  Board  of  Guardians,  July  24, 
511. 

Condition  of,  July  22, 110. 

Russia — Lux»-nburg  Case,  July  25,  013; 
July  27,  Sn, 

St.  Vincent 

Carib  Canal,  July  28,  1223. 

Eruption  Relief  Fund,  July  28, 1223. 

Transvaal  Mines — Labour  Statistics,  July 
25,  012. 

Westmeatli,  Condition  of,  July  22,  111). 
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Craig,  Mr.  C.  C.  [Antrim,  s.] 

ArdglaAs  Cattle-driving  Prosecutions,  July 

22,  »8,  90. 

Cattle-driving — Government  Attitude,  July 
S2,  99,  100. 

Evictions — Application^!  for  Reinstatement, 
July  22,  96. 

Ginnell,  Mr. — Speech  at  Meeting  in  Ballina- 
lack,  July  22.  108. 

Irish  UniversitieA  Bill,  Con,,  July  23,  380- 
390,  399,  438-440,  465  ;  July  2i.  512, 
665-557, 570 ;  3r.  July  25, 653-657. 

Kinvarra — Firing  Outrage  on  12th  Inst., 
July  22,  91, 

Sligo,  Condition  of,  July  22,  96,  97. 

Craik,    Sir    H.    [Glasgow    and    Aberdeen 
Universitiee.] 
India 

Education — Reform  of  present  System, 
proposed,  July  22,  162-167. 

Sedition,  Measures  for  Dealing  with, 
July  22,  161. 

Motor  Omnibuses 

Licensing,    Conditions    attached    to, 
July  20,  1605. 

Routes,  Powers  of  Police  to  vary,  etc., 
July  29,    1598-1600. 

Police — Metropolitan  Commission  Report, 
July  29,  159S, 

Cran  Measures  Bill 

/.  2n„  July  22,  51. 

Com.  Rep.  and  3r.*  July  23,  275. 

c.  lR.*July23,^eS.  , 

2b.*  July  25,  700. 

Com.,  Rtp.  and  3R.*July  2S,  1367. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Cranagill 

Orange  Order,  Use  of  Highway  by. 

Qs.     Mr.  Moore;   As.     Mr.  Birrell,  Jicty 
26,615;   July  29,  1502. 

Orean,  Mr.  E.  [Cork,  S.E.] 

Glaunvarane Strand — ^Trespass  Action,  July 

23,  341. 


SESSION  1908. 
July  22— Aug.  1. 

Crewe,  Earl  of 


LCra— On 


Creech  Orange 

Postmistress,  Hours  of. 
Q.     Mr.    0*Grady; 
July  28,  1179. 

Creioh 


A.    Mr.    Buxton, 


Crofters*  Houses,  Burning  of. 

Qs.     Mr.   Morton;      As.    Mr.   Sinclair, 

July  25,  613. 
Qs.     Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  V.  Kennedy.  Mr. 

Byles  ;  As.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Speaker, 

July  29,  1500. 
Qs.    Mr.   Morton;      As.     Mr.    Sinclair, 

Aug.  1,  2096. 
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Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Army 

Strength — Return  proposed,  July  S2, 

31. 
Territorial  Force,  Organisation  of,  Jvly, 

22, 28-30. 

I    Coal  Tax  Repeal,  EfiEects  of,  July  29, 1428. 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Possibility 
of  Establishing,  July  22,  30,  31. 

Consob,  Price  of,  July  29,  1422. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  Commons* 
Amendts.,  July  30,  1680. 

Finance  Bill,  2r.  July  29,  1419-1426. 

Income-Tax — Maintaining  at  Is.  in  the  £ 
in  Time  of  Peace,  July  29,  1420. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2b.  July  27,  741- 
766,  779-789 ;  Com.,  July  30,  1641- 
1643,  1647-1660,  1663,  1666  -1658, 
1661-1665,  1667,  1669,  1671,  1673- 
1675  ;  Commons'  Amendts.  to  Lords' 
Amendts.,  July  31,  1941. 

National  Debt 

Redemption     of,     July     29,     1422. 
I  Reduction,     Employment     of      Sum 

devoted  to,  July  29,  1421. 

National  Income,  Statistics  as  to,  July  29, 

1421. 
Old-Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.    July   28 

1084-1086,    1116,    1138,    1166; 

Commons'    Amendts.      to    Lords' 

Amendts,  July  31,   1910,    1919- 

1923,  1937,  1938. 

Funds,  Provision  of,  July  29,  1426. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Bor- 
oughs) Bill,  Com,  July  27,  732. 

Proclaimed  Counties  in  Ireland — Imposi- 
tion of  extra  Police  Rate,  etc.,  July 
23,  290. 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.,  Suspension 
of,  July  30,  1633. 

Taxation,  Local — Licences  transferred  to 
Local  Authorities,  July  29,  1420. 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill,  2b.  July  23, 
263. 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Bill,  2r. 
July  23,  265-267,  271,  272. 

Criccieth  Water  and  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.,*  July  29,  1447. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2078. 

Crime 

Comparisons    between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 
Os.    Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  July  30, 
1817  ;  Mr.  S.  Wortley,  1822. 

Criminal  Appeal  Act 

Shorthand  Writers. 

Q.     Mr.  Pickersgill ;  A,     Mr.  Hobhouse, 

July  23,  301. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    M.    Robertson;      A.     Mr. 

Hobhouse,  Jn/y  27,  816. 

0>7  4     IT  T 

Digitized  by  C^OOQIC 


Cri— Dar] 


INDEX. 

July  22— Aug.  1. 


Criminal  Appeal  (Amendment)  Bill 

c.  \R*July22y  112. 
2r.*  July  30,  19(M. 

Croften  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Reynolds. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Smyth ;    A.     3Hr.  Birrell, 
Jniy  30,  1707. 

Crofters  Commons  Orazings  Eegolation 
Bill 

c.  lE.*  July  30,  1774. 

Croker  Estate 

Cases  of  Peacocke  and  Mrs.  Hammersley. 
Q,     Mr.  Lundon  ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
29,  1503. 

Cromer,  Earl 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  JtUy  29,  1413-1415,  1418. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28.  1086 
"1091,     1093,      1121;    Commons* 
Amendts.    to     Lords*    Amendts, 
Jidy  31,  1911-1913. 
Funds,  Provision  of,  July  29,  1413. 

Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  29,  1413. 

Supply — Growth  of  various  Votes,  July  29, 
1414. 

Crookenden  and  Casey  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.  V.  Kennedy;    .4.     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  30,  1694. 

Crooks,  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Consolidated  Fimd  (Appropriation)  Billt 
3b.  Aug.  1,  2101. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill,  2R.  July  3^,  1862. 

McGhee,F.,and  Wife,  Sentence  on,  July  23, 
338. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  1977,  1991. 

Unemployment — Urgency  of  the  Question, 
July  31,  2101,  2102. 

Woolwich  Common,  War  Office  Rights 
over,  July  22,  77,  78 ;  July  27,  864, 
865. 

Crosfield,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Warrington] 

King's  Liverpool  Regiment,  Promotion 
in,  July  29,  1457. 

Crown  Colonies 

See  under  Colonies. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill 

c.  2r.*  July  22,  59. 

Com.*  July  27,  807. 

Hep.*  July  28,  1167. 

3r.*  July  29,  1447. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2078. 
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Corraheen 

Schoolhouse,  Stat«  of. 
Q.     Mr.     Boland ; 
July  29,  1469. 
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A.    Mr.    Birrell, 


Cnrran,  Mr.  P.  [Darham,  Jarrow] 

Afforestation    FaeilitieF,    July  29,  15i8, 
1551. 

Coast    Erosion    Inquiiy — Progress  made, 
July  29,  1549. 

Kavy 

"Superb,"    Fitters    Employed    on, 

July  28,  1205. 
**  Temeraire,"  Apprentices  Employed 

on,  July  28,  1205,  1206. 
Trial  Trips  of  New  Vessels,  Jvbf  3$, 

1739,   1740. 

Port  of  London  Bill  —  Alteration!  Sag- 
ested,  July  23,  343. 

Unemployment 

Urgency  of  and  Suggestions  kt 
Dealing  with  the  Question,  Ji^ 
29,  1547-1552. 

Women's  Work  Department  of  C«- 
tral  Body,  Reports  on,  Jtly  2$, 
1551. 

Customs  House  (London) 

Accommodation. 

Q.    Mr.  Sears ;     A.    Mr.  L.  Harcoort, 
July  23,  315. 

Cnstoms  and  Exeise 

Amalgamation  Scheme. 

Qs,     Mr.     Sears;         A,     Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  July  23,  a20. 
Q.    Mr^  T.    F.    Richards;       A.   3lr. 
Hobhouse,  July  30,  1766. 

Case  of  Mr.  C.  Clarke. 

Q.    Mr.    Field;       A.     Mr.    HobhoaM, 
July  28,  1173. 
Excise  Officers'  Salaries. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  Nicholson ;    A.     Mr.  Lkwd- 
George,  July  31,  1960. 

Preventive  Officers,  System  of  Appointiag. 
Q.     Mr.  McKean;    A.     Mr.  Hobhouse, 
July  23,  301. 

Report  of  Customs  Commissioners,  Pr^ 
sented,  July  24,  500  ;   July  27,  706. 

Stock-taking  System. 
Q.    Mr.  Sears;    A.    Mr.  Uoyd-Gevf. 
July  30,  1737. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  etc.  (Ireland) 

Order     and     Correspondence     Presented 
July  22,  3.  ^ 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Granton — Steamship  CommtinicatioB  vi 
Burntisland,  July  31,  2069. 

Dartford 

Open-air  Meetings. 

Q.     Mr.    Rowlands;        A,     Mr.   Gk 
stone,  July  30,  1697. 
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Sartmonth,  Earl  of 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Commons*  Amend 
ments  to  Lords'  Amendments,  July  31  j 
1937. 

Saviei,  Mr.  T.  [Fulham] 

London   and    District   Electricity   Supply 
Bill,  2r.  Jvly  30,  1848-50,  1863. 

Se  Blaqniere  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Qs.     Mr.     DuflFy;        As,     Mr.     Birrell, 
Jtdy  23,  357. 

Uneconomic   Holdings. 

Qs.    Mr.     Duffy;        As.     Mr.     Birrell, 
July  29,  1506;    Atig.  1,  2081. 
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Benman,  Lord— con^. 


[Dar— Dev 


Dease  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell ;    A. 
23,  353. 


Death  Dntics 

Receipts  in  1908. 

Q.     Mr.   R.   Duncan;     A. 
George,  July  23,  334. 


Mr.  Birrell,  July 


Mr.  Lloyd - 


Deaths 

Lifant  Mortality  in  the  Potteries,  etc. 
Os.     Sir  C.   Dilke,VM/y  29,  1581-1583; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1606. 

Ireland — Annual  Report  Presented,  July 
25,  598 ;    Jvly  27,  706. 

Starvation,    etc.    (London) — Return    Pre- 
sented, Ju/y  25, 1170. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Adequacy  of  Present  Arrangements. 
Os,     Earl  of  Wemyss,  Jtdy  22,  14,  15 ; 
Mr.  Hunt,  July  27,  926,  926 ;    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  30,  1791 ;    Mr. 
Asquith,  1793. 

Delany,  Mr.  W.  [Queen's  County,  Ossory] 
Agriculture  Department 

Official  Information,  Circular  against 
Divulging,  July  28,  1240. 

Veterinary  Branch  Salaries,  July  28, 
1241. 

^Elducation   Board — Duties   of   Secretaries, 
July  27,  852. 

Palkner  Estate,  Sale  of,  July  29,  1472. 

Mountmellick  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme 
—Case  of  M.  Delany,  July  27,  851. 

Queen's  County  Evicted  Tenants,  Position 
of,  July  30,  1711. 

Rathdowney   Disturbance   on   20th  June, 
July  27,  831  ;    July  28,  1199. 

X>eiiman,  Lord 

Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.  July  22,  57, 
Com.  July  29,  1394,  1397. 

Friendly  Societies  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  255. 

Galway,    Proclamation   of — Imposition    of 
Extra    Police    Rate,    etc.,    July    23, 

281-284, 
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Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act,  1836,  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2r.,  July  28,  1166. 

Isle  of    Man  (Customs  Duties)   Bill,   2b. 
July  27,  727. 

Land  Purchase 

Existing  Agreements  and  Contracts, 
Proposals  for  Readjustment  of, 
July  23,  275. 

Sinking  Fund  from  Tenants'  Annuities, 
Position  of,  July  29,  1428. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters 
(Ireland)  Bill,  2r.  July  27,  739. 

Proclaimed     Counties — Retiun     proposed, 
July  23,  283,  291. 

Seed    Potatoes    and    Seed    Oats    Supply 
(Ireland)  Bill,  2r.  July  27,  728. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)   Bill,   2b.,   July 
27,  728  ;  3b.,  July  29,  1445. 

Benmark 

New     Customs    Tariff — Translation     Pre- 
sented, July  31,  1944  ;  Aug.  1,  2073. 

Deptford 

Victualling  Wharf,  eee  under  Navy. 

Deputy-Lieutenants 

Qualifications   Required   of,    on   Appoint- 
ment. 

Os.  Earl  of  Rosebery,  July  27, 
725,  727;  Lord  Lucas,  726, 
727  ;    Lord  Ashbourne,  727. 

Berrycassan  Estate 

Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstatement  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Farrell;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
23,  364. 

Devlin,  Mr.  J.  [Belfast,  W.] 

Ballymoney   Post   Offk;e   Accommodation, 
July  31,  1952. 

Belfast 

Unemployed — Relief  Proposals,  July 
23,  308. 

Workhouse — Xumber  of  Inmates,  July 
23,  359. 

Belfast   Lough — Sand- Lifting  from    Fore- 
shore, July  27,  853. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters  (Toronto) 
— Security  Deposited,  July  28,  1177. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  595. 

Londonderry  —  Prosecution  for  Larceny 
from  Quay,  July  27,  845. 

National     School    Teachers — Resignations 
on  Pension,  July  29,  1473. 

Patent     Law     (Amendment)    Act,     1907, 
Administration  of,  Jvly  23,  303. 

Tanderagea  Labourers*   Cottages  Scheme, 
July  27,  854. 

Unemployment — Grant  for  Ireland  July  23, 
319. 

Wheat    and    Flour — Value     of    Lemstron 
Electrification  System,  July  23,  314. 

Workhouse  Teachers,  Position  of,  July  29 
1474. 
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DeTonshire,  Duke  of 

Old-Age  PensioM  Bill,  Cam.,  July  28,  1094, 
1147,    1151.    1160. 


July  22— Aug,  1. 

DiUon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Irish  Univereities  Bill,  Can.  July  2S,  419; 
July  24,  558,  564. 


Demur,  Mr.  A.  [Edinburgh,  S.l 

NaUl— Diniiulu  Case,  July  22,  88. 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  [Invernew] 

Lewis,  Island  of — Rating  impasse,  July  29, 
1486. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Situation  on,  July  27, 
824. 

Diekinson,  Mr.  W.  H.  [St.  Puncnws  N.] 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply  Bill, 
2R.,  July  30,  186a-1868. 

IKduon  Eftata 

Disposal  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Lundon ;    A.    Mr.  Birrell,  July 
29,  1603. 

Dilke,  Et  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.  [Gloucestershire, 

Forest  of  Dean] 

Africa,    West — Princip^   and   San  Thom6 
Labour  Regulations,  July  27,  878. 

Autumn  Session — Business  Arrangements, 

July  31,  2016-2018. 
Congo  Free  State 

Reforms — British    Policy,    July    27, 
958-960. 

Slave  Traffic,  July  27,  960. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Elxempted  Processes,  Abuses  of  Law 
under,  July  29,  1576,  1578. 

Girls      and      Children — Increase      in 
^  Number  employed,  July  29,  1576, 

-  1578-1581. 

Fish-curing  Industry,  Inquiry  into,  July  23, 
336 ;  July  29,   1576-1578. 

France,  British  Relations  with,  July  27, 
965,  956. 

Germany,  British  Relations  with,  July  27, 

957,  958. 
Hague  Conference — British  Policy,  July  27, 

957. 

Home    Office    Report,    Delay    in   Issuing, 
July  29,  1571. 

Infant     Mortality — High     Rate     in     the 
Potteries,  etc.,  July  29,   1581-1583. 

Lead  Poisoning — Mortality  Statistics,  July 
29,  1584. 

Local  Goyemment  Board  Vote,   Circum- 
stances of  Passing,  July  29,  1575. 

Macedonian  Affairs — Necessity  for  pressing 
Reforms,  etc.,  July  27,  956. 

Truck 

Committee  Report,  Date  of  Presenting, 

July  23,  348. 
Necessity  for  Dealing  with,  July  29, 

1585. 
Potteries,  Practice  in,  July  23,  337. 

Zululand — Native  Land  Reservation,  July 
27,  875. 
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Diieftftes  of  AnimaU 

[See  dUa  Names  of  Diseases.] 

Diseatet  of  Animals  Acts 

Irish  Proceedings— Report  Presented,  July 
26,59S;  July  27,  705. 

DiToroe 

Desertion — Scottish   Practice. 
Os.     Earl  Russell,  July  30,  1686 ;  Lord 
Lorebum,  1687. 

Dixon-Hartland,    Sir   F.  B.  [MiddlcMx, 

Uxbridge] 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill — Charitable  Annni- 
ties,  Aug.  1,  2086. 

Oobson,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Plymouth] 

Ijondon  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  189i 
— Amount  Levied  and  Disttributed, 
July  25,  609. 

Unemployment — Urgency  of  and  Sugges- 
tions for  Dealing  with  the  Questioo, 
July  29,  1653. 

Dock  Segolations 

Enforcement  of,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.  Seddon,  July  31,  2059-2061; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  2062. 

Dockyards,  Haval 

See  under  Navy. 

Dogs 

Distemper,  Inquiry  into. 

Q.     Mr.  E.  Griffith  ;  A.     Sir  E.  Steachev. 
July  30,  1701. 

Licences  of  Dealers. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Griffith  ;  A.     Mr.  Hobhoose. 
July  27,  816. 

Dominica 

Davis,  Mr.  William,  Case  of. 
Os.    Mr.Summerbell,  July  28,  1320. 

Railway  Construction. 

Q.     Mr.   Lamont ;      A.     Colonel  Seelr. 
JtUy  28,  1227. 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Donegal 

Assiies — Catholics  on  Grand  Juries. 
Q.     Mr.    H.    Law;       A.     Mr.    BinfC 
July  23,  362. 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C.  [Cori^,  £.] 

Army    Engineer    Services — Removal  Ex- 
penses of  Surveyors,  July  27,  837. 

Dononglunore>  Earl  of 

Bee  Pest  (IreUnd)  BiU,  2m  July  2t  57; 
Com.  July  29.  1396,.  1397. 
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Sonoiigluiiorey  Earl  of'-cont. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2r„  July  27,  787- 
790  ;    Com.  July  30,  1644-1647,  1655. 

Motors— Speed  Restrictions,  July  29,  1392. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Bor- 
oughs) BiU,  Com.  July  27,  729,  732. 

Doughty,  Sir  G.  [Great  Grimsby] 

Fisheries— Scientific  and  Statical  Investi- 
gation Report,  July  30,  1737. 
"  General  "—Arrest  by  German  Gun- Boat, 

July  30,  1753. 
"  Taurus  "-Arrest  by  German  Torpedo- 
Boat,  July  30,  1754. 

Donglas,    Et.   Hon.   A.   A.    [Kent,   St. 
Augustine's] 
Factories  and  Workshops  Report,  Delay  in 

Issuing,  July  29,  1603. 
Police 

Complaints  Against,  Method  of  Dealing 

with,  July  29,  1601. 
Metropolitan  Commission  Report,  July 
29,  1601. 
Vivisection  Commission  Report,  Date  of 
Issuing,  July  29,  1602. 

Dover  Graying  Docks  Bill 

I.  2k.  July  27,  702. 
3b.  July  29,  1370. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  1687. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 
Sessional    Order   as   to   Second   Reading, 
Suspension  of. 
Os.     Lord  Brassey,  Lord  Glantawc, 
July  27,  702  ;    Lord  Weardale, 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  703 ; 
Earl  of  Granard,   704;      Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  July  29, 
1369. 

Draycott  Gas  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Driffield 

Guardians'  Vaccination  Contract. 

Q,    Mr.  Ferens;    A.    Mr.  Bums,  July 
28,  1239. 

Dmmlinny 

Case  of  P.  M'Guirk. 

Qs.     Mr.    Lardner;      As.     Mr.    Birrell, 
July  30,  1694. 

Dn  Cros,  Mr.  A.  [Hastings] 

Hastings    and    St.    Leonards    Post    Office 

Duties,  July  29,  1459. 
Torpedo-Boat   Destroyers,    Contracts   for, 

July  30,  1744. 

Dublin 

Metropolitan    Police— Case    of    Staff-Ser- 
geant Scully. 

Q.     Mr.  P.  White  ;  A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  31,  1963. 
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Phoenix  Park  Additional  Land,  Use  for. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;     A.    Mr.  Hob 

house,  July  27,  841. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
July  28,  1171. 

DnfEy.Mr.W.J.LGolway.S.] 

De  Blaquiere  Estate 

Sale  Proposals,  July  23,  357,  368. 

Uneconomic  Holdings,  July  29,  1606 ; 
Aug.  1,  2081,  2062, 
Lewis  Estate  Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstate- 
ment of,  July  23,  358. 

Dnke  of  Tork's  School 

Chelsea  Site,  Disposal  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Homiman  -,   A.    Mr.  Harconrt, 
July  29,  1467. 

New  Buildings,  Date  of  Completing. 
Q.    Mr.  Homiman;    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
July  29,  1476. 

Dnleek 

Survey  Operations. 
Q.     Mr.   Field;      A. 
July  27,  842. 

Duncan,  Mr.  E.  [Lanarkshire,  Govan] 

Australian  Commonwealth  Coat  of  Arms, 
July  23,  364,  365  ;  July  27,  813. 

Death  Duties— Receipts  in  1908,  July  23, 

334. 
Fisheries — Scottish  New  Cruiser,  July  31, 

1948. 
Heraldry— iSf/a<««  of  Lyon  King  at  Arms, 

July  29,  1487. 
Income   -   Tax   —   Scottish   Contribution 

(1906-8),  July  23,  335. 

Dunleer 

Sub-postmastership  Vacancy. 

Q.    Mr.    Nannetti;      A.    Mr.    Buxton, 
July  29,  1453. 

Dnnrayen,  Earl  of 

Irish    Universities    Bill,    Com.    July    30, 
1654. 


Sir  E.   Strachey, 


Eastbonme 

Charter  for. 

Qs.     Mr.  Beaumont ;     As. 
July  30,  1762. 

East  India  Loans  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  30,  1904. 

Edenbridge 

Case  of  D.  NichoUs. 
Qs.     Mr.    Morrell ; 


Mr.  Bums, 


_  As.    Mr.    Bums, 

July  27,' HU ; '  July  29, 1493. 
Mr.G.  Roberts  ;  A.     Sir  E.  Strachey, 
July28,US3.  ^^^1^ 
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Edinburgh   and  Bistriot 
Conflrmatioii  Bill 

/.  2r.,  Com.  and  Be  p.,  July  27,  705. 

3r.*  July  28,  1070. 
r.  \n*Juiy2S,  116S. 

2r.*  Jtdy  29,  1448. 

Con,  and  3r.*  July  30,  16S8. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Edinburgh  Uniyersity 

Ordinance    No.    10    Presented,    July    29, 
1374,  1450. 

Ednoation,  England  and  Wales  [ 

[For  Particular  Places,  sec  their  Names.]        \ 
Agricultural  Education.  Copy  of  Conditions  I 
Affecting— Presented,    Aug.    1,    2073, 
2079.  ' 

Attendance  of  C^hildren  below  Five  Years 
of  Age — Report    Presented,  July  30,  ' 
1634,  1691. 

Building  Grants,  Administration  of. 
Os.     Mr.    Bridgeman,    July    30,    1796- 
1798 ;     Mr.  Runciraan,  1830,  1832,  I 
1833  ;   Lord  R.  Cecil,  1831-1833.        I 
Code  j 

Article  14.  ] 

Q.     Mr.   Yoxall;     A.     Mr.   Runci- i 
man,  July  28,  1175.  | 

Article  43,  Interpretation  of. 
Q.     Mr.   Yoxall;     A.     Mr.   Runci- 
man,  July  30,  1727. 
Date  of  Issue. 
Q.     Mr.  H.  Gooch  ;  A.     Mr.  Runci- 
man,  July  23,  298. 

Compulsory  Attendance  Committee. 
Qs,     Mr.  Bridgeman ;    As.     Mr.  Runci- 
man,  July  22,  92. 

Denominational  Schools,  Improvement  of. 
Q,     Mr.  W.  Nicholson ;   A,     Mr.  Runci- 
man,  Aug,  1,  2081. 

Grants  in  Aid  of  Denominational  Schools. 
Q,     Mr.    Yoxall;      A,     Mr.   Runciman, 
July  29,  1456. 

Half-Timers,  see  that  title. 
Open- Air  Schools. 
Q.    Mr.   Yoxall;      A,     Mr.   Rimciman, 
Aug.  i,  2080. 

Registration    Council    Staff — Position    on 
Abolition  of  Office. 

Q.     Mr.  Butcher;    A.     Mr.  Runci- 
raan, July  27,  825. 

Secondary  Education  in  Wales — Return  as 
to  Voluntary  Subscriptions,  proposed. 
Os.     Lord  Glantawe,  July  29,  1433, 
1436,  14337  ;    Earl  of  Camper- 
down,  1436 ;    Earl  Beauchamp, 
1436. 

Teachers— Footnote  to  Article  10  of  Code  of 
1906. 
Q.     Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.     Mr.  Runciman, 
July  28,  1176. 
Training  Colleges 
List  of. 

Q.     Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.     Mr.  Runci- 
m&n,  July  28,  1182.  I 
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Training  Colleges — cont. 
Regulations  for. 

Q.     Sir    £.     Sassoon;         A.    Mr. 
Runciman,  Aug,  h  2060. 
Waiver  Resolutions — Statement  Presented, 

July  24,  499  ;   July  27,  705, 
Welsh 

Central  Board  Relations  with  Board  of 
Education. 
Os.     Mr.  Rees,  July  3U  20?0, 
2071. 
Code 
Q.     Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.     Mr.  Roneimaiw 
Aug.  1,  2080. 

Correspondence  between  Sk^hools  and 
Education   Board. 
Os.     Sir  H.  Roberta,  JWy  36. 
1825, 1826 ;  Mr.  Ronciman, 
1828. 

Dual  Inspection  Grievances. 

O*.  Sir  H.  Roberts,  July  30,  1825; 
Mr.  Runciman,  1827  ;  Mr.  W. 
Jones,  1834. 

Grants,  Distribution  of. 

Os.    Mr.  Runciman,  July  SO,  18127. 

Intermediate  Education — ReoognitioQ 

of  Central  Board  in  Code,  piroposed. 

Os.    Sir  H.  Roberts,  Jid^  SS, 

1825 ;  Mr.Runciman,  1829  ; 

Mr.  W.  Jones,  1833,  1834, 

Education,  Ireland 

[For  particular  places  see  their  names.} 
Board — Duties  of  Secretaries. 

Q.     Mr.  Delany ;     A.     Mr.  Birrell,. 

July  27,  852. 

Brown  and  Nolan's  Reader. 

Qs.  Mr.  Boland,  Mr.  McHugh,  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  Mr.  Barrie,  Mr.  Lardner; 
As.    Mr.  Birrell,  July  29,  1506. 

Compulsory  Attendance — Local  Anthoritiea 
adopting  Act  of  1892. 

Q.     Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;      A.    Mr. 
Birrell,  Jti/y  25, 354. 
Convent  School  Grants. 

Q.  Mr.  Barrie  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  July  SU 
1965. 

Estimate  Revised,  Presented,  July  24, 500. 

Grants,  Additional  Conditions  of  Giving 
Q.     Mr.  Sloan ;  A.    Mr.  BirreU,  July  2Z, 

306. 
Q.     Mr.H.  Law;   ^.     Mr.  Birrell,  J«% 

23, 363. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  Murphy;     A.     Mr.   BirrelL 

July  27,  832. 

Inspectors,  Complaints  against. 

Q.     Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell,  J^y  2^ 

1201, 
Q.    Mr.    S.    Young;      A.     Mr.    Birrell 
July  31,  1964. 

Intermediate 
Inspectorate. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Long  ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
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Education,  Ireland— co»^ 

Intennediate— co»^. 

Rules. 
•       Q,    Mr.  Ffrench;    A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
Jii/y  27, 836. 
Q.    Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.     Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Jnly  30,  1713. 
National  School  Teachers 

Allowances 

Q.     Mr.   Barrie;     A,    Mr.   Birrell, 
Jidy  3U  1948. 
Assistant  Teachers'  Salaries. 

Q,     Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;      A,     Mr. 
Birrell,  July  23,  362. 

Resignations  on  Pension. 
Q,     Mr.  Devlin  >  ^.     Mr.  Hobhouse, 
July  29,  1473. 
Salary  Increase,  Proposals  for. 

Q.     Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;      A.     Mr. 
Birrell,  Jti/y  2^,  1189. 

Small  Schools,  Decision  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  Butcher ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
31,  1966. 
Workhouse    Teachers,    eee    under    Work- 
houses— Irish  School  Teachers. 

Edncation,  Scotland 

Vice-President  of  the  Council — Rt.  Hon.  J. 
Sinclair, 
[For  particiUar  places,  see  their  names.] 

Grants — Deduction   System 

Q.    Mb.  J.  D.  White  ;   A.     Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  24,  507. 

Edncation,  Board  of 

President— Bt,  Hon.  W.  Runciman. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Mr.T.  McKinnon- 

Wood. 
Lift  in  New  Buildings. 

Q.     Mr.  Field  ;  A»    Mr.  Runciman,  Jidy 
24,  507. 

Education    Board    Proyisional     Orders 
Conformation  (Oornwall,  etc.)  Bill 

.  lR.*July22,m. 
2R.*July28,U(M. 

Education    Board    Provisional    Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  23,2m. 
3r.*  Jidy  24,  497. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Egypt 

Cairo  Drainage  Scheme. 
Q,     Mr.    Ridsdale ;      A.     Sir   E.  Grey, 
July  24,  507 
Cairo  Khedivial  School  Attendance,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  M.  Roberteqn;    A.     Sir  E. 
Grey,  July  23,  332. 

Education  System 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson,  Mr. 
Ashley,  Mr.  Rees ;  As.  Sir  E. 
Grey,  July  30,  1761. 
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Education  system— con^ 

Necessity  for  Reform  of. 

Os.     Dr.  Rutherford,  July  27,  982, 
983. 

Mortgage   Bank  Proposal. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson;     A.     Sir  E. 
Grey,  Jtdy  23,  332. 
Self-Govemment  for,  proposed. 

08.     Br.  Rutherford,  July  27,  982-985. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
2)Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No 
3)BiU 

c.  3r.*  July  22,  69. 
•    I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Ellis,  Et  Hn.  J.  E.  [Nottingham,  Rushcliffe] 
India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  170 
Education— Reform  of  Present  System 

proposed,  July  22,  169. 
Police   Reforms,   Increased  Expendi- 
ture due  to,  July  22,  168. 
Railway    Administration,    July     22, 

169. 
Salt  Duty,  Loss  of  Revenue  due  to 
Reduction  of,  July  22,  168. 
Nigeria— Spirit  Import  Inquiry,  July  30, 

1715. 
Opium— Effect  on  Indian  Revenue,  July 
22,  168. 

Ely  Estate 

Cases  of  B.  M'Garrahan  and  W.  McCullagh. 
-    ■  •        '  1.     Mr. 


Mr.     Fetherstonhaugh ; 
Birrell,  July  30,  1697. 


Emigration  and  Immigration 

statistics   (1898-1908). 

Q.     Mr.     King;        A.     Mr.     Churchill, 
July  23,  316. 
Statistical  Tables— Return  Ordered,  July 
31,  1945  ;   Presented,  July  31,  2072. 


Mr.    Haldane, 


Empire  Bay 

Official  Recognition  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Ashley;       A. 
July  27,  865. 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill 

c.  2r.  July  28,  1362. 

Com.  July  29,  1629. 

Con.  and  3r.*  July  30,  1904. 
I.  Commons'  Amendments,  Con.*  July  31, 
1942. 

Royal  Assent,  Am^M^^OOgie 


Bri-Fab] 


Erith 

Unemployed  Relief  Works. 
Qa.     Mr.    Rowlands ;      As. 
July  30,  1761. 


Ewkine,  Mr.  D.  C.  [Perthshire,  W.] 

Post  Office — Cost  of  Living  in  Certain 
Towns,  July  23,  311. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Africa,  South — Native  Education  Report, 
July  27,  839. 

Basutoland  Special  Report,  July  27,  839. 

Bechuanaland  Special  Report,  July  27, 
839. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Com.  July  23^  495,  496. 

EsieXt   Mr.  E.  W.  [Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester] 
Beer — Use  of  Malt  Substitutes,  July  29, 
1469. 

Coinage  and  Currency — Exhibition  •  of 
certain  Specimens,  July  30,  1733. 

Hop  Industry 

Committee  Report  and  Recommenda- 
tions, Proposals  for  Dealing  with, 
July  31,  2040-2042. 

Legislative   Proposals,   July  27,   855. 

House  of  Commons  —  ^Decoration  o^ 
Strangers*  Lobby,  July  30,  1730. 

Wakefield  Post  Office  Extension,  July  27 
840. 

EstimateB 

See  also  titles  Army  Estimates.  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  Navy  Estimates, 
and  Supply. 

Supplementary,    Discussion    of. 

Q.     Mr.   Cox ;     A.     Mr.   Asquith,    July 
23,  365. 

Eyerett,  Mr.  K.  L.  [Sufifolk,  Woodbridge] 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Com 
July  27,  1013-1017. 

Hollesley  Bay  Experiment,  July  29,  1538. 

Poor  Rate  Exemption  Act,  1840 — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1013-1017. 

Evioted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  2r.  July  22,  241. 
Com,  July  27,  989. 
Con.  and  3r.*,  July  28,  1354. 
I.  Commons*  Amendts.,  Con.  July  30,  1680. 
'       Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2074. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Bepartment 

Colonial  Audit  Branch  Officials. 

Qs.     Mr.     Field;    As.     Mr.     Hobhouse, 
July  22,  68  ;  July  30,  1705. 

Promotion  Committee. 
Q.     Mr.  Field  ;    A,     Mr.  Hobhouse,  July 
30,  1704. 
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Exchequer  and  Audit  'Dewrtment—conL 

Promotion  System. 
Mr.   Bums.  Qs,     Mr.     Field;    As.     Mr.     Hobhouse, 

July  29,  1460. 

Removal  Expenses  of  Officers. 

Q.     Mr.  Field;    A.     Mr.  Hobhouse,  Jirfjr 
30,  1704. 

Retirements    Projected. 

Q.     Mr.  Field;    A.    Mr.  Hobhouae^*^*^ 
30,  1704. 
Staff,  Appointment  and  Promotion  of. 
Qs.     Mr.     Field;    A.     Mr.     Hobhooae, 
July  28,   1174,   1202. 

Stamp  Sales,  Receipts  from. 

Q.     Mr.  Field;    A.     Mr.  Hobhouse, /iiiy 
30,  1704. 
Travelling  Expenses  of  Civil  Officers. 
Q.    Mr.  Field ;    As.    Colonel  Seely,  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  July  30,  17ia 


Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 

c.  Com.  July  22,  1011. 

Bep.  and  3b.  July  22,  1054. 

2R.*  July  24,  696. 

Com.  and  3r.  July  27,  1011. 
I.  iB.*  July  28,  1072. 

2R.*  July  29,  1433. 

Com.    Rep.   and    3b.*  July  30,   1676; 
July  31,  1910. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Date  of  taking. 
Q.     Mr.  Cox;    A.     Mr.  Asquith,  Jidy 25, 
366. 


Eyrecourt 

Case  of  Hynec, 

Q.     Mr.     J.     Roche;    A. 
July  27,  832. 


Mr.     BineU, 


,  Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  Andover] 

I  Army — Special  Reserve 

Age  Limit,  July  27,  912. 

Training  Arrangements,  July  27,  911. 

"  Gladiator,"  Use   of   Camels  in   Salving. 
July  23,  326. 

Faber,  Lord 

Consols,  Price  of,  July  29,  1419. 

Finance  Bill,  2b.  July  29,  1415-1419. 
National  Debt 

Reduction,  Employment  of  Sum  De- 
voted to,  July  29,  1418,  14ia 

Sinking  Fund,  Allegations  as  to  Raid? 

on     by    Salisbury     Govemmeol. 

July  29,  1417. 
Old  Age  Pensions — Contributory  System. 
Jtiiy  29,  1416. 

Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  29,  1424. 
Taxation,  Broadening  Basis  of,  Jttly  2$. 
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Paotories  and  Workshops 

Accidents,  Increase  in  Number  of. 
08,     Mr.  Gill,  July  29,  1589. 

Brass  Foundry  Regulations,  Modification 
of,  proposed. 

Os,  Mr.  T.  Collings.  July  29,  1585- 
1588,  1608,  1609;  Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  1608,  1609. 

Exempted  Processes,  Abustes  of  Law  under- 
Os,     Sir  C.  Dilke,  Jtdy  29,  1576,  1578. 

Girls  and  Children — Increase  in  Number 
Employed. 

08,     Sir  C.   Dilke,  July  29,   1576, 

1578-1581  ;      Mr.      Gladstone, 

1606. 

Qs.     Mr.    Vemey,    Mr.    H.    Law; 

i  A8.     Mr.    Gladstone,   July  31, 

1956. 

Inspectors 

Increasiag  Number  of,  proposedl 
Os.     Mr.  Gill,  July  29, 1689. 

Women  Inspectors,  Increase  in  Number 
of. 
Os,     Mr.    Gladstone,   July  29, 
1607. 

Outworkers  Lists. 

Q,     Mr.     J.     R.     Macdonald;    A,     Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  27,  814. 

Report,  Delay  in  Issuing. 
Os      Mr.   Gill,  July  29,   1588 ;  Mr.   A. 
Douglas,  1602 ;  Mr.  Gladstone,  1602. 

Royal  Warrants  see  that  title. 

Spark  Catchers  on  Chimneys. 

Q.    Mr.    Belhirs;    A.    Mr.    Gladstone 
July  29,  1455. 

Factory    and    Workshop    Act    (1901) 
Amendment  (So.  2)  Bill 

e.  iR.*  July  27,  890. 

Falkirk  and  District  Water  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

c.  3r.*  July  22,  59. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2075. 

Falkner  Estate 

Sale  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Delany ;    A,     Mr.  BirrcU,  July 
29,  1472. 

Farrell,  Mr.  J.  [Longford.  N.] 

Dease  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  23,  353. 

Derrycassan  Estate  Evicted  Tenants,  Re- 
instatement of,  July  23,  364. 

Monedarrah  Graaing  Land,  Sale  of,  July  23, 

352. 
Post    Office    Auxiliaries,    Rural,    Pay   of, 

July  23,  312. 

Rathcline — Case   of   B.   and  J.   Mullooly, 
Jidy  23,  353. 

Richardson  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Jtdy  23' 
353. 

Farrihy 

Case  of  J.  Haugh. 

Q,     Mr.  Halpin.    A,    Mr.  Birrell,  July 
29,  1501. 
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Fatal  Accidents  (Damages)  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Federated  Malay  States 

Children  in  Gaming  and  Opium  Deus. 
Q.     Mr.   Laidlaw ;     A,     Colonel  Seely, 
July  22,  83. 

Gambling  Licence  System. 

Qs,    Mr.  Laidlaw .    As.     Colonel  Seely, 
July  22,  83,  84. 

Revenue  Statistics. 
Qs,     Mr.  Laidlaw;    As,     Olonel  Seely, 
July  22,  82. 

Fell,  Mr.  A.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Canadian  Cattle  Disease,  July  23,  345. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes — Cubic 
Space  in  London  and  Berlin,  July  22, 
90. 

Morocco — Case  of  Mr.  Clark-Kennedy, 
July  28,  1229. 

Old-Age  Pensions 

Aliens  in  East  of  London,  Work  en- 
taUed  by,  July  28,  1185. 

Regulations,  Issue  of,  July  30,  1702. 

Port  of  London  Bill — Costs  incurred,  July 
28,  1235. 

St.  Vincent  Eruption  Relief  Fund,  July  28, 

1223. 
Trade,  Board  of — Labour  Oazetle  Articles, 

July  22,  90. 

Transvaal  White  Labour,  Particulars  of, 
July  30,  1750. 

Fenchnrch  Street 

Railway  Point  Cleaner,  Case  of. 

Q.     Mr.    Wardle;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  23,  340. 

Ferens,  Mr.  T.  E.  [HuU,  E.] 

DriflSeld  Guardians*  Vaccination  Contract, 
July  28,  1239. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  E.  C-  M.  [Leith  Burghs] 
British   Indians  in  the  Colonies — Confer- 
ence proposed,  July  28,  1306-1308. 

Indian  Crovemment  Churches,  Use  of, 
July  22,  223. 

Naval  Works  at  Rosyth,  July  27,  821  ; 
July  30,  1737. 

Fermoy 

Courthouse,  Control  of. 

Q.     Mr.    Abraham  .       A,     Mr.    Birrell, 
July  28,  1188. 

Fetherstonhangh,  Mr.  Q.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Aileen  Estate — Case  of  J.  Cassidy,  July  30, 

1768. 
Barmagh — Case  of  J.   Graham,  July  30, 

1768. 

Castle  Archdale  Estate — Case  of  J.  Bacon, 
Jtdy  30,  1768. 

Ely  Estate — Cases  of  B.  M*Garrahan  and 
W.  McCullagh,  July  30,  1690gle 


Ffr-Ple] 


Ffrenoh,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 


INDEX. 

July  22---Aug.  1. 


[Yol.  193. 


Boxwell  EBUte  Sale  Proposals,  July  27, 
834. 

Education— Intennediate  Kules,  July  27, 
836. 

Land  Commission  Report,  July  27,  834. 

Land    Purchase    Transactions,    July    27, 
834.  1 

Wexford    Labourers'    Cottages    Schemes, ! 
July  30,  1709.  ( 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick]  \ 

Audit  of  Irish  Public  Accoimts,  July  22,  I 
68. 

Customs    and    Excise — Case    of    Mr.    C. 
Clarke,  Jyly  28,  1173.  \ 

Duloek  Survey  Operations,  July  27,  842.      I 

Education  Board— Lift  in  New  Buildings,  I 
July  24,  507. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 

Colonial  Audit  Branch  Officials,  July 
22,  68  ;    July  $0,  1706. 

Promotion  Committee,  July  30,  1704. 

Promotion    System,    July    29,    1460. 
1461. 

Removal  Expenses  of  Officers,  July 
30,  1704. 

Retirements  Projected,  July  30,  1704. 
Staff,    Appointment    and    Promotion 
of,  July  28,  1174,  1202. 

Stamp  Sales,  Receipts  from,  July  30, 
1704. 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Civil  Officers, 
Jvly  30,  1716. 

Post  Office— Case  of  Miss  Bradley,  July 

22,  m;    July  24,  504. 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank 

Female  Clerks,  Transfer  of,  Jttly  24, 
603.  ^ 

Irish  Work,  July  24,  502,  603. 

Ordnance  Survey,  Field  Superintendents, 
July  27,  842. 

Straff  an  Stud  Farms— Military  Manoeuvres 
in  Vicinity,  July  23,  32(5. 

Fiennes,  Mr.  E.  £.  [Oxfordshire,  Banbury] 
Volunteer  Long-Servic^   Medal,   July  30, 

1   iXJOm 

Finance  Bill 

c.  3r.  July  25,  663. 
L  IB.*  July  27,  708. 

2r.*  July  29,  1398. 

3r.  July  30,  1676. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2074. 
Procedure  with  Regard  to  Discussion. 

Os.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  25,  663  • 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  680. 

Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill. 

Royal  Assent,  Atig.  1,  2Xyjl, 
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I  Findlay,  Mr.  A.  [Lanarkshire,  N.K] 

Naval  Works  at  Rosyth,  July  27,  823. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasorv—izsr.  Bon,  E. 

H,  Asquith  ^ 

Fisheries 

,  [See  also  Names  of  Places,  Rivers,  cfc.] 

Board,  Proposals  for. 

Q.     Mr.     Williamson;        A.     Sir    E. 
Strachey,  July  30,  1701. 

Curing  Industry 

Conditions  of  Employment. 
Os.    Sir  C.  W.  Dilke,  July  29,  1576- 
1678  ;    Mr.  Gladstone,  1606. 

Inquiry  into. 

Q,    Sir   C.    W.    Dilke;       A.     Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  23,  336. 

Investigation— Report  Presented,  July  31, 
1909;  ^tt^.  i,2078. 
Q,    Sir  G.  Doughty ;    A.     Mr.  Asqnith, 
July  30,  im. 
Line  and  Trawl-Caught  Fish  Idinded  m 
Scotland  (1898-1907). 

Q.    Mr.   Weir;      A.    Mr.   Sinclair, 
July  23,  312. 

Scottish  Cruisers. 

Qs,    Mr.    Hay,    Mr.   Weir;     As.     Mr. 

Sinclair,  July  23,  347. 
Q,    Mr.  R.  Duncan;    A,     Mr.  Sinclair. 
July  31,  1948. 

Steam  Trawlers— Return  Presented,  July 
27,  705,  809. 

Trawling  Scottish  Prosecutions. 

Q,     Mr.  Weir;     A.    Mr.  Sinclair,  July 
22,  69. 


Fitzmaorice,     Lord— tfnder^eeretary    for 

Foreign  Affairs 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2k.  July  27,  797- 
805. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com,  July  28,  llOS 
1109,  1126,  1128,  1129,  1136.  1138. 
1140-1143,  1148-1150,  1152-1154. 
1167-1159.  1161 ;  i?ep.  July  29,  1440, 
1442. 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Blacker-Douglas  Estate — Sale  Proposals, 
July  29,  1476  ;   July  30,  1713. 

Education — ^Intermediate  Rules,  July  ^, 

1713. 
Franks  Estate — Sale  Proposals,  July  30, 

1712. 

Killamey  Land  Commission  Sittings  July 

29,  1476. 
Listowel  Fair  Rent  Decision,  July  31,  1&46, 

Listowel  Estate — ^Disposal  of,  July  3(h 
1712. 

Naval  Marriages  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  1066. 

Flenry  Eitate 

Case  of  J.  Sisk. 
Q,    Mr.    Abraham;,      A,     Mr.    Birrell. 
July  DSyf^izelQ^OOgle 
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Plynn,  llT.J.C.tCork,N.] 

Beardesley    Evans    Estate,    Purchase    of, 
Jtdy  22,  95,  96. 

Fuge  Estate,  Untenanted  Land,  Jtily  22, 
95. 

Hastings  Twiss  Estate — Case  of  D.  Barry, 
July  23,  303. 

Meat  Supply  Inquiry,  July  28,  1236. 

Natal— Dinizulu  Case,  Juiy  22,  87. 

Naval    Obsolete    Vessels,    Cost    of    and 
Price  Realised,  Juiy  27,  820. 

Osborne     Cadets'    Examination     Papers, 
July  22,  77. 


Tolliott  Estate 

Case  of  Mr.  Felly. 
Q,     Mr.  F.   Meehan; 
July  28,  1178. 


A.    Mr.  Birrell, 


Foreign  Office 

Secretary    of    Siate—Rt,    Hon.    Sir    E. 

Grey. 
Under-Secretary — Lord    Fitzmaiu-ice. 


Foreshores 

Crown     Rights — Treasury     Minutes 
sented,  July  30,  1636,  1692. 


pre- 


Forestry 

Afforestation  Facilities. 

Os,     Mr.  Curran,  July  29.  1549,  1551  ; 
Mr.  Burns,  1569,  1574. 

Forster,  Mr  H.  W.  [Kent,  Sevenoaks] 

London   and   District   Electricity   Supplv 
Bill,  2r.  July  30,  1872. 

Public    Works    Loans    (Remission)    Bill 
Expenses  Resolution,  July  23,  486. 

Registration  Bill,  3r.  Juty  23,  494. 

France 

British  Relations  with. 
Os.     Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  955,  956. 

Customs  Tariff  on  certain  British  Imports. 
Os.     Sir    F.    Banbury,    July    27,    985; 
Sir  E.  Grey,  986. 

Elastic  Tissues,  Import  Duty  on. 

Q.     Sir  F.  Banbury;    A.     Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  27,  813. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  30,  1635. 


Franks  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q,     Mr.     Flavin ; 
July  30,  1712. 


A.    Mr.     Birrell, 


Friendly  Societies 

Royal  London  Society,  Agreement  as  to. 
Qa.     Mr.     Clough,     Mr.     Lupton,     Mr. 
O'Grady:         A8.     Mr.     Hobhouse, 
Jidy  30,  1764. 
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Friendly  Societies  Bill 

L  2r.  July  23,  255. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  29,  1426. 

3r.,*  July  31,  1910. 
c.    Lords*    Amendments,    Con.*  July   31  r 
2072. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 


Fage  Estate 

Untenanted  Land. 
Q.    Mr.  Fiynn;    .4. 
22,  95. 

Oraine  Eiver 

Improvement  Works. 
Q.    Mr.     Ginnell ;  A. 
July  25,  599. 


Mr.  Birrell,   July 


Mr.     Hobhouse,. 


Galashiels  Drainage  and  Bnrjrh  Exten- 
sion  Order  Confirmation  Sill 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Galway 

Condition  of. 

Q.     Captain     Craig;    A,     Mr.     Birrell,. 
July  27,  833. 

Proclamation    of    County — Imposition    of 
extra  Police  Rate,  etc. 

Oa.  Lord  Killanin,  Jidy  23,  275, 
278,  201 ;  Lord  Denman,  281- 
284. 

Queen's  College — Report  Presented,  July 
27,  706,  809. 

Gardner^  Mr.  E.  [Berkshire,  Wokingham] 
Meat  Supply  Inquiry,  Proposals  for,  July 
27,  885. 


A      Mr.  Runciman,. 


Oarforth 

School  Dispute. 
Q.     Lord  R.  Cecil ; 
July  29,  1498. 

Sarw  and  Ogmore  Gas  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  Aitg.  1,  2077. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  23,  295. 

Con.*  July  24,  497. 

3r.*  July  25,  598. 
I.  Common-s'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  28, 1070- 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075.  . 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  23,  295. 

Con.*  July  24,  497. 

3r.*  July  25,  598. 
/.  Common's  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  28, 1070. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

(}as  Undertakings 

Returns  Ordered,  July  31,  1944,  1945. 

Gkiteshead 

Unemployment,  Public  Bodies  dealing  with. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    Johnson ;    .4.     Mr.    Bums, 
July  31,  19g'i^itizedby<^OOgle 


Gen— Ola] 


INDEX. 
July  22— Jtt^.  1. 


[Vol  193. 


'•General'* 

Arrest  by  German  Gun-boat. 

Qs,  Sir  G.  Doughty,  Earl  Winterton ; 
As,     Sir  E.  Grey,  Jidy  30,  1753. 

Germany 

British  Relations  with. 

Os,  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  957,  968; 
Earl  Percy,  961,;  Sir  E.  Grey,  969, 
970;   Dr.   Rutherford,  982. 

Prussian  and  Bavarian  Schools,  Religious 
Teaching   in. 

Q.     Lord     R.     Cecil;    A,     Sir     E. 
Grey,  July  29,  1458. 

Naval  Programme,  see  under  Navy. 

Trade  Report,  Presented,  July  22,  3. 

Gibbs,  Mr.  G.  A.  [Bristol,  W.] 

Post    Office— Territorial    Force    leave    of 
Officials,  Jvly  25,  610. 

Gilbert  Islands 

Administration,  Complaints  as  to. 

Os.  Mr.  Summberbell,  July  28,  1320, 
1329 ;    Colonel  Seely,  1328,  1329. 

Charges  against  Resident  Commissioner. 
Q.    Mr.    Smeaton ;    A.     Colonel    Seely, 
July  30,  1751. 

Gill,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Bolton] 

Bleaching  and  Dye  Works — Employment 
of  Women,  July  29,  1591. 

Cotton  Factories 

Card-rooms,  Fencing  and  Ventilation 
of,  July  29,  1500,  1591. 

Time  cribbing,  July  29,  1589. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Accidents,    Increase    in    Number    of, 
July  29,   1589. 

Ins  j)ec  tors,     Increasing    Number    of, 
proposed,  July  29,  1589. 

Report,  Delay  in  Issuing,  July  29, 1588 

Ginnell,  Mr.  L.  [Westmeath,  N.] 

Gaine  River  Improvement  Works,  July  25, 
599. 

Speech  at  Meeting  in  Ballinalack. 

Qs,  Captain  Craig,  Mr.  C.  Craig; 
As.     Mr.  Birrell,  July  22,  108. 

Gladstone  Et.  Hn.  H.  J, —Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  [Leeds,  W.] 

Anaesthetics— Deaths  from  July  30,  1698  ; 
July  31,   1953. 

Australian  Commonwealth  Coat  of  Arms, 
Jvly  23,  365  ;  Jvly  27,  813. 

Brentford—Case  of  Swallow,  Jw/y  30,  1757. 

Cabs 

Railway  Station  Service,  Ju/y  27,  814. 

Taximeter — Overcrowding,   July    27, 
812. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,2li- 
July  30,  1897-1902. 
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Gladstone,  Bt.  Hn.  H.  J.—^^m. 

Corporal  Punishment — Sent^ice«  inflicted, 
July  30,  1898-1900. 

Cotton  Factories — Time-cribbing,  July  ^, 
1657. 

Dartford  Open-air  Meetings, /tily  SO,  169^ 

Dock  Regulations,   Enforcement  of,  pro- 
posed, July  31,  2062. 

Expiring    Laws    Continuance     Bill,  Con. 
July  27, 1012, 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Brass  Foundries,  Regolations — Modifi- 
cation of,  proposed,  Julg  29, 
1608,  1609. 

Girls  and  Children,  Increase  in  Kombcr 
employed,  July  29,  1606;  /«/f 
31,  1956,  1967. 

Inspectors,  Women,  Increaae  in  Nna- 
ber  of,  July  29,  1607. 

Outworkers'  Lists,  July  27,  815. 

Report,  Delay  in  issuing,  July  2$, 
1603. 

Spark  Catchers  on  Chimnejrs,  July  2$, 
1455. 

Fish-Curing  Industry,  Inquiry    into,  J«Iy 
23,  337  ;   July  29,  1606. 

Glasgow  Factory  Outworkers,  Premieee  o6 
July  27,  815. 

Hamstead   Colliery   Disaster — Recognitioa 
of  Bravery  of  Rescuers,  July  23,  338. 

Home  Office  Vote,  Inadequate  time  allowed 
for  Discussion,  July  29,  1602,  1609. 

Home  Work 

Conference  of  Medical  Officers,  July  27, 
814. 

Returns  of  Addresses,  etc.,  July  2S, 
1232,  1233. 

Inebriate  Homes,  Cost  of,  July  31^  1965. 

Infant     Mortality — High     Rate     in     the 
Potteries,  etc.,  July  29, 1606. 

Law  Courts — Report  of  Council  of  Judges' 

July  30,  1697. 
London,  Ambulances  for,  July  23,  300; 

July  30,  1699,  1700. 

Lunsicy 

Asylums,  cost  of,  July  31,  1955. 

Statistics,  July  30, 1756. 

Three  Counties  Asylum,  Beer  brewed 
At,  July  30,  1758. 

McGhee  F.,  and  Wife,  Sentence  on,  J^§ 
23,  337,  338. 

Man,  Isle  of — Deputation  to  Home  Secre- 
tary July  31,  2061. 

Manchester     Disturbances — Sentences     co 
Leaders,  July  30,  1897,  1898. 

Medical    Officers   of   Health,  Repwrta   erf. 
July  28,  1231. 

Mile  End  Road  Motor  Omnibus  Accidents* 
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Gladstone,  Et.  Hn.  H.  J.-cont 

Motor  Omnibus 

Breakdowns,  July  28,  1234  ;  July  30, 

1767. 
Licensing,    Conditions    attached    to, 
Jidy  29,  1606. 

Routes,   Powers   of   Police   to  vary, 
etc.,  Jtdy  29,  1604. 

Police 

Complaints  against.  Method  of  dealing 

with,  July  29,   1603. 
Cost  of,  July  31,  1058. 

Metropolitan. 

Annual  Holiday,  July  27,  813. 

Commission     Report,    July    29, 
1603,  1604. 

Exceptional  Duties,   Recognition 
of,  July  30,  1758. 

Weekly  Day  of  Rest,  Ballot  for, 
July  30,  1728. 
Prisons 

Books  for  Prisoners,  July  23,  301. 
Cost  of,  July  31,  1964. 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company, 
Operations  of,  July  30,  1757. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Cost  of,  July  31,  1963. 

Number  of,  etc.,  July  30,  1728. 

Royal  Warrants,  Conditions  of  granting, 

July  23,  336. 
Spitaliields  Market — Carts  in  Vicinity,  July 

30,  1696. 

Tramways — Speed  of  Cars  in  London,  July 
28,  1233,  1234. 

Truck— Practice  in  Pottenes,  July  23,  337. 

Vivisection  Commission  Report,  Date  of 
issuing,  July  29,  1602. 

Women's  Suffrage  Movement  —  Prison 
Treatment,  July  22,  71  ;  July  23, 
339,  340 ;  July  28,  1231 ;  July  30, 
1900,  1901. 

Glantawe,  Lord 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill — Sessional  Order 
as  to  Second  Reading,  July  27,  703. 

Education,  Secondary,  in  Wales — Return 
as  to  Voluntary  Subscriptions,  pro- 
posed, July  29,  1433,  1436,  1437. 

Glasgow 

Factory  Outworkers,  Premises  of. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    R.    Macdonald;      A,     Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  27,  816. 

Unemployment  in — ^Work  of  Distress  Com- 
mittee, etc. 
Oj».     Mr.    Cleland,   July   31,    2063, 
1065  ;  Mr.  Sinclair,  2067-2069. 

Glasgow  and   Southwestern  Bailway 
Order  Confirmation  Bill 

c.   Con.,*  July  22,  59. 
3b.,*  July  24,  497. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 
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Glaunvarane  Strand 

Trespass  Action. 


Q. 


Mr.  Crean  ;  A. 
23,  341. 


[Ola— Gov 


Mr.  Churchill,  July 


Glen  Boat  Cove 

^  Improvement  Works. 

Q.     Mr.  Boland ;    A.    Mr.  BirreU,  July 
29,  1470. 

Glendinning,  Mr.  B.  [Antrim,  N.] 

Ballintoy  Pier  Repair,  July  24,  506. 
Rathlin  I^and  Pier,  July  24,  506. 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  Dittriot  Council  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,  2077. 

Gold  Coast 

Northern  Territories — Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented, July  22,  3,  61. 

Goooh,  Mr.  G.  P.  [Bath] 

Natal— British  Troops,  July  27,  867. 

Gh>0Ch,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 
Education  Code — Date  of  Issue,  July  23, 
298. 

Veneauela — Concessions     cancelled,     July 
28,  1228. 

Gordon,  Mr.  J.  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Irish    Universities    Bill,  Con.,    July    24, 
690  ;    3r.  July  25,  .616-622. 


Goschen,  Yisoonnt 

Old- Age    Pensions    Bill, 
1124-1126,  1128. 


Com.     July    28* 


Gosport  Gas  Bill 

/.  3b.*  July  27,  704. 

c.  Lords  Amend ts.  Con.*  July  29,  1447. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Gonlding,  Mr.  [Worcester] 

Cotton  Industry — Reduction  of  Hours  of 
Spinner's  of  American  Cotton,  July 
22,  64. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords'  Amendts  , 
Con.,  July  31,  1988,  1989. 

Goyemment  Bepartments 

Expenditure  (1905-9). 

Q.  Mr.     Bowles ;      A.  Mr.     Hobhouse, 
July  24,  608. 

Status  of  certain  Departments — Progress 
made  with  Inquiry. 

Os.  Mr.  W.  Long,  July  29,  1619- 
1521;  Mr.  Chaplin,  1540; 
Mr.  Bums,  1561. 

Goyemment  Hospitality 

Policy  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Jones;    A.  Mr.  L.  Harcourt, 
July  23,  345. 
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Oranard,  Earl  of 

Dover  Graving  Bocks  Bill — Sessional  Order 
as  to  Second  Reading,  July  27,  704. 

Merchant    Service — Training    of    Officers, 
July  22,  50. 

Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)    Bil,   2r.  July 
29,    1445. 

Xaval  Marriages  Bill,  2r.  July  29,  1433. 

Telegraph    (Construction)    Bill,    2r,    July 
23,  261  ;   Com.  July  27,  733,  735. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  Com,  July  22,  228. 

Hep*  July  22,  241. 

Con.  and  3r.  July  23,  495,  496. 
/.   \R.*  July  25,  591. 

2r.  July  28,   1166. 

Com,  and  JRep.*  July  29,  1446. 

3r.*  July  30,  1678. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1, 2075. 

Orantham 

Barracks,   Use  for. 
Q.  Lord  J.   Joicey-Cecil ;    A.  Mr.   Hal- 
dane,  July  27,  866. 

Oranton 

Steamship 
land. 
Os.  Mr. 
Mr. 


Greenwood,  Mr.  H.  [Yorkj 

British  Indians  in  the  Colonies — Confmnce 

proposed,  July  28,  1308. 
Natal 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of,  July  28,  1309-1311. 

Native  Races,  Treatment  of,  July  28, 
1308-1311. 


Small    Holdings — ^Applications 
shire,  July  29,  1463. 


in    York- 


Grehan  Estate 

Case  of  J.  Therry  and  Son. 
Q.     Mr.    Abraham ;       A, 
July  23,  360. 


Mr."^  Birrell, 


communication   with   Bumtis- 

Dalziel,    July    31,    2069; 
Whitley,   2070. 


Grayesend 

Torpedo-slipway. 
Q.  Mr.    Wedgwood; 
July  23,  3-22. 


A,  Mr.    [Haldane, 


Great  Horthern  Piccadilly  andBrompton 
Railway  Bill 

f.  Co».*and3R.*  Ju/y;27,  806. 

I.  Commons'    Amendts.,    Con.*    July    28, 

1069. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Greenwich  Hospital 

Accounts,  July  30,  1904. 

Greenwich  Park 

Night  Watchmen's  Hours. 

Q.  Mr.    Summerbell ;     A.  Mr.    L.    Har- 
couTt,  July  30, 1729. 

Greenwood,  Mr.  G.  [Peterborough] 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 
3r.,  Aug.  1,  2097. 

Natal 


Gretton,  Mr.  J.  [Rutland] 

Cei  sus  of  Productioi  Act  Retun.  s,' Date  of 
making,  July  27,  847. 

Coastguard  Service — ^Men  required  for 
Naval  Manoeuvre^,  July  28,  1177. 

Hop  Industry — Committee  Report  and 
Recommenaation..,  July  31,  2042- 
2046. 

Horse-Breeding  Scheme,  July  28,  1184. 

Naval  Officers,  Press  Communications  by, 
July  28,  1212. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2r.  July  22,  249. 

Russo-Japanese  War — British  Shipping 
Claims,  July  28,  1230. 

Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  'E,— Secretary  of  StaU 
for  Foreign  4/r«*^*j  [Northumberland, 


Berwick] 


:jV 


Bagdad  Railway,  Progress'  made  with,  etc., 
July  27,  988. 

Belgium — Religious  Instruction  in  Schcol«, 
July  29,  1459. 

Canadian  Tariff  Treaty  with  France,  July 
28,  1229. 

Cattle   Importation   Restrictions — Foreign 
Representations,  July  28,  1228. 

Congo  Free  State 

Annexation  Proposals,  July  SO,  1842- 
1844. 

Concessions,  Policy  as  to— Protection 
of  Native  Rights,  etc.,  July  27, 
974,  975. 


Reformfv- 
979. 


-British  Policy,  July  27,  972, 


Bill. 


Affairs,    Right 
1295,   1296. 


to    Criticise,    July    26. 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of,  July  28,  1297,  1299. 

Indemnity  Bill,  Terms  of,  July  27,  871  : 
Jidy  28,  1301 ;  July  2,  1485  ;  Aug 
1,  2093,  2094,  2099,  2101. 

Martial    Law,   Administration  of,    etc., 
July  28,  1297-1300. 
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Consolidated    Fimd    (Appropriation) 
2r.  July  30,  1842-1844. 

Egypt 

Cairo 

Drainage  Scheme,  July  24,   5/lfI. 

Khedivial  School  Attendance,  etc., 
July  23,  332. 

Education  System,  July  30,  1752. 

Mortgage  Bank  Proposal,  July  22,332. 
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British 


Grey,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  E. 

France 

Customs    Tariff    on    certain 

Imports,  Jvly  27,  986. 
Elastic  Tissues.  Import  Duty  on,  July 
27,  813. 
*'  General  "—Arrest  by  German  Gun-Boat 

July  30,  1753,  1754. 
Germany 

British  Relations  with,  Jidy  27,  969, 

970. 
Prussian  and   Bavarian  Schools,   Re- 
ligious Teaching  in,  July  29,  1 159. 
Hague  Conference— British  Policy,  July  27, 

971.  972. 
Macedonia 

Bands,  Suppression  of,  July  23,  333. 

Condition  of  Affairs  in — Necessity  for 

Pressing  Reforms,  etc.,  July  27, 

966-969,  971. 

Reform  Proposals,  July  23,  332. 

Turkish  Army  in.   Responsibility  for 

Maintenance  of,  July  27,  964,  965. 

Morocco— Clark-Kennedy  Case,   July   2s, 

'  1229,  1230. 
Patent  Law  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  Ad- 
ministration of,  July  23,  303. 

Persia 

Arms,  Import  of,  July  30,  1755. 
British  Legations — Regulations  as  to 

Harbouring  of  Refugees,  July  27, 

977. 
British  Policy  in,  July  27,  976-978. 
Frontier    Negotiations    with    Turkey, 

July  23,  331. 
LiakhofF,  Colonel,  Position  of,  July  30, 

1755.  1756. 
Situation  in  Jtdy  23,  333,  334. 
Teheran     British      Legation,     Insult 

offered  to  and  Apology  tendered, 

July  27,  977. 
Rome— Scots  College  Casa,  July  28,  1230. 
Russia 

Czar's   Visit    to    England,    July    28, 

1230. 
L->.in — Issue  in  Great  Britain,  July  23, 

331. 
Luxenburg,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  25,  613. 
Tchaikovsky,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  30, 

1754. 

Russo-Japanese     War — British     Shipping 
Claims,  July  28,  1230. 

Siam,  New  Agreement  with,  July  25,  612, 
613. 

Suez  Canal 

British    Government    Voting    Power 
on  Company,  July  23,  330. 

Dues,   Dissatisfaction  with,  July  23, 
330,  331 
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Grey,  Et  Hon.  Sir  K-^cont, 


'Taurus*' — Arrest  by  German  Torpedo- 
boat,  JtUy  30,  1754. 

Turkey — Circular  as  to  British  Subjects 
Captured  by  Brigands,  July  30,  1753. 

Venezuela — Concession  Cancelled,  July  28, 
1228. 


Griffith,  : 

Dogs 


Ir.  E.  J.  [Angleseyl 


Distemper, 
1701. 


Inquiry    into,    July    30, 
Licences  of  Dealers,  July  27,  816. 

Grocers'  Licences  (Abolition)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  29,  1513. 

Guinness,  Mr.  W.  [Bury  St.  Edmunds] 

Admiralty  Quantity  Surveyors,  Payments 
^  to,  July  28,  1207  ;    July  30,  1740. 

Gurdon,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  W.  B.  [Norfolk  N.] 

Coal  Mines  Eight  Hours  Bill — Constitu- 
tion of  Standing  Committee  C,  July  27, 
888. 

Gwynn,  Mr.  S.  L.  [Galwayj 
India 


Administrative  Policy,  July  22, 
199. 


198, 


Education  System,  Reform  of,  July  22, 
197. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  421. 

Hague  Conference 

British  Policy. 

Os,     Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  957 ;    Sir  E 
Grey,  971,  972. 

Final  Act,  Correspondence,  etc..  Presented, - 
July  24,  498  ;   July  27,  706. 

Haldane,    Et.    Hon.    E-    'B,—Seeretary    of 
state  for  War   [Haddington] 

Aerial    Navigation — ^War    Office     Expen- 
diture (1903-8),  July  29,  1481. 

Africa,    South — Garrison 

Cost  of,  July  23,  322. 

Reduction,  July  22,  66. 

Bermuda,  Engineer  Stores,  July  28,  1190. 

Brecon,  Meeting  on  12  th  Ult.,  Disturbance 
at,  July  28,  1190. 

Clutterbuck  and  Pepys,  Captains,  Transfer 
of,  July  23,  324. 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Garrison  Reductions, 
July  27,  860. 

Director  of  Finance,  Office  of,  July    30, 
1736. 

Dublin — Phoenix  Park  Additional  Ground, 
July  28,  1171. 

Duke  of  York's  School,    New    Buildings, 
Date  of  Completing,  July  29,  1476. 

Empire    Day,     Official    Recotniition     of, 
July  27,  865. 
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Haldane,  Bt  Eon.  B.  B.—eont, 

Engineer  Services— Removal   Expenses  of 
Surveyors,  July  27,  837. 

Foreign  Manoeuvres,  Attendance  of  Officers 
at,  Jtdy  27,  866. 

Foreign  Service — Officers'  Houses,  Jyly  27, 
859. 

Fourth  Notts  and  Derby  Regiment,  Head- 
quarters of,  July  29,  1483. 

Grantham   Barracks,   Use    for,   July    27, 
866. 

Gravesend  Torpedo — Slipway,  Jttly  23,  322 
King's  Liverpool  Regiment,  Promotion  in, 
July  29,  1467. 

Bfilitia  Organisation  under  New  Scheme, 
July  27,  892. 

Natal  —British  Troops,  July  27,  867. 

New  Forest  Military  Manoeuvres,  July  28, 
1202. 

Officers 

Training  Corps,  July  27,  861,  862. 

Universities  and  Public  Schools,  Re- 
cruiting from,  July  27,  895,  896. 
Olympic  Games — Bullets  used  by  British 
Teams,  July  29,  1476. 

Recruiting    and      Enlistment  —  Pay     of 
Recruits,  July  27,  861. 

Reductions  Effected,  July  27,  903. 

Reserve,  Strength  of,  July  27,  921,  923. 

Rifle  Clubs,  War  Office  Assistance  to,  July 
29,  1457. 

Royal  Engineers  Special  Reserve — ^Age  for 
Enlistment,  July  27,  862. 

Sandhurst  Royal  Military  College  Cadet- 
ships,  July  27,  837. 

Shoetnuyness 

Fishery  Rights  on  War  Office  Ground, 

July  30,  1735. 
Foreshore,  Ownership  of,  July  22,  79; 
July  28,  1189. 

Special  Reserve 

Foreign  Service  Organisation,  Ju/y  27, 
923. 

Officers 

Conditions  of  Service  for,  July  27, 
895,   916;   July  29,   1468. 

Transfers  from  the  Militia, Jtc/y  27, 
895,  897. 
Organisation  of,  July  27,  890-893,  898. 
Recruiting  Returns,  July  27,  894. 
Transfers  from  the  Militia,  July  27, 894. 

Straffan  Stud  Farms — Military  Manoeuvres 
in  Vicinity,  July  23,  326. 

Territorial  Force 

Appeals  by  Commanding  Officers  of 

Volunteers,  etc.,  for  Support  to 

Scheme,  July  27,  856. 
Civil  Power,  Aid  to,  July  27,  856. 

Qyclist    Battalions    and    Companies, 
July  27,  866,  867. 
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Territorial  Force— «<m/. 

Government  Assistance,  July  29,  1482. 

Horses,  System  of  Hirimr,  Julu  2S 
1482. 

Inns  of  Court  Volunteers,  Position  o', 
July  27,  864. 

Instructors'  Pay,  July  27,  863. 

Jury  Service,  July  27,  859,  860 ;  July 
30,  1736. 

Quartermaster-Sergeants,  Position  of. 

July  22,  74;  July  30,  1702. 
Uniform  Contracts,  July  28,  1189. 

Wagon  and  Harness  Supply,  Jvly  2J, 
302. 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  CUnse  f 
—Application  to  Athletic  Clubs,  /«!» 
23,302.  ^ 

Volunteer  Long-Service  Medal,  July  30, 
1703. 

War  Office  Uniform  Contracts.  Jul^  3d 
1702.  ^      ' 

Wilson,  Captam  Bryce,.  case  of,  Julu  30 
1734.  ' 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  Control  of,  July  27, 
865.  ' 

Woolwich  Arsenal — Stores  Available,  /a/r 
30,  1703.  ^ 

Woolwich  Common,  War  Office  right  over, 

July  22,  77,  78 ;  July  27,  864,  865. 
Yeomanry— Case  of  Private  Rennie  (Fife  ud 
Forfar  Regiment),  July  27,  857,  858. 

Half-Timert 

Departmental  Committee,  Constitution  and 
Scope  of,  etc. 
Os,     Mr.  Bridgeman,  July  30,  1798- 
1800,    1829;      Mr.    Runciman, 
1829  ;  Mr.  Montague,  1835. 
Qa,     Mr.     Montague ;  ^#.    Mr 

Runciman,  July  29,  1495. 

Halpin,  Mr.  J.  [Clare,  W.] 

Farrihy— Case  of  J.  Haugh,  July  29,  1501' 

Halsbury,  Earl  ot 

Friendly  Societies  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  257. 

Married  Women's  Property  Bill,  2r.,  Jmim 
^,  736.  ^ 

Motors 

Accidents  du3  to — ^Statistics,  Julv  29, 

1387. 
Dust  Nuisance,  July  29,  1387 

Horns,  Prohibition  of,  proposed,  Julw 
29,  1388.  ^^         ^ 

Legislation,   Necessity   for,   July   29t 
1387-1389. 

Old-Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com,   July    28^ 
1082-1084 ; 

Commons     Amendments     to      Lords 
Amendments,  July  31,  1936. 
Polling      Arrangements      (P&rliamentarv 
Boroughs)  Bill,  Com,  July  27,  73«.    ^ 
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Hamilton,  Marquess  of  [Londonderry] 

Irish  UniyersitJei  Bill,  Con,,  Jidy  23,  410- 


Hamilton  of  Balsell,  Lord 

Merohant  Service — Officers  Training, 
27,  716. 
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India — cotU. 
Education. 


IHam— Hai^ 


JtUy 


Hampton,  Lord 

Sat  First  in  Parliament  after  the  Death 
of  his  Father,  JtUy  23,  263. 

Hamstead  Colliery  Disaster 

Bravery  of  Rescuers,  Recognition  of. 
Q,    Mr.    Meysey-Thomson ;        A.    Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  23,  338. 

Report  presanted,  July  24,  499,  July  27, 
707. 

HarCOUrty  Kt.  Hon.  L. — First  Commissioner 
of  Works  [Lancashire,  N.E.,  Rossendale] 

Bristol  Post  Office  Erection — Notices 
Posted  by  Contractor,  July  27,  840; 
July  28,  118L 

British  Museum  Extension — Cause  of  Delay, 
July28,l\%6, 

Building  Trade,  State  of,  July  30, 1729. 

Customs  House(  London) — Accommodation* 
July  23,  316. 

Duke  of  York's  School,  Chelsea  Site,  Dis- 
posal of,  July  29,  1468. 

Government  Hospitality,  Policy  as  to,  July 
23,U^, 

Greenwich  Park  Night  Watchmen's  Hours, 
July  30,  mo. 

House  of  Commons 

Newspaper  Files  Available,  July  29, 
1499. 

Strangers'  Lobby,  Decoration  of,  July 
30,  1730. 

Plymouth  Post  Office— Wages  of  Brick- 
layers, July  28,  1172. 

Regent's  Canal  Fence,  Repair  of,  July  28, 
1197. 

Richmond  Royal  Hoiwes,  Use  for,  July 
27,  846. 

Haroonrt,  Mr.  K.  [Montrose  Burghs] 

Indian  Famine  Relief  Works,  July  28, 
1220. 

Btardie,  Mr.  J.  K.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Brecon  Open  Air  Meetings,  Police  Attend- 
ance at,  July  29,  1487,  1488. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Com. 
July  27,  1045. 

India 

Army  Expenditure,  Increase  in,  etc., 
July  22,  171. 

Bengal,  Partition  of,  July  22,  178. 

Budget  Surplus,  July  22,  171. 

Charges  on  Native  States  for  Imperial 
Purposes,  July  22,  172. 
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Increased   Expenditure  on,  July 
22,  172. 

Reform  of  Present  System,  pro- 
jHwed,  July  22,  173. 

Famine  Relief  Works,  Suspension  of 
Land  Revenue,  etc.,  July  22, 
174. 

Judicial  Administration,  Cost  of,  July 
22,  ISO. 

Liquor  Traffic,  Increased  Revenue 
Derived  from,  July  22,  177. 

Natives,  Administrative  Posts  Open 
to,  July  22,  179,  180. 

Plague  Statistics.  July  22,  174. 

Seditious  Writings  and  Propaganda 
Evils  of,  July  22,  175. 

Sylhet  Bomb  Manufacture,  July  28, 
1213. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  28,  217. 

Merthyr  Tydvil  Police  Pension  Rights,  July 
27,  879. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  1981. 

Opium — Diminution  of  Indian  Revenue, 
July  22,  176. 

Prisons,  Convict — Women  Directors,  July 
27,  879. 

Russia — Case  of  Mr.  Tchaikovsky,  July 
30,  1754. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act  —  Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1045. 

Woolwich  Common,  War  Office  Right 
over,  July  22,  78. 

Yeomanry — Case  of  Private  Rennie,  July 
27,  856,  858. 

Hardinge,  Yisconiit 

Army 

Infantry  Units  —  Shortage  below 
Establishment,  July  22,  63. 

Special  Reserve,  Equipment  of,  July 
22,  54. 

Territorial  Force,  Organisation  of» 
July  22,  28. 

Hardy,  Mr.  0.  A.  [Snflfolk,  Stowmarketl 
Unemployment — Urgency  of  and  Sugges- 
tions for  Dealing  with  the  Qiiestion, 
July  29,  1560. 

Hardy^  Mr.  L.  [Kent,  Ashford] 

Hop  Industry — Committee  Report  and 
Recommendations,  July  31,  2037- 
2040. 

Harlech  Estate 

Case  of  Mrs.  A.  Reilly. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  F.  Smyth ;    A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  30,   ne^gtedbyL^OOQle 
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Harmood-Banner,  Mr.  J.   8.   [Liverpool, 
Everton] 

Finance  BiU,  3r.  July  25,  697-499. 

Local  Government  Board 

Loans    to    Municipalities,    Conditions 
attached  to,  July  29,  1655-1657. 

Sinking  Funds  on  Public  Buildings — 
Repayment,  July  29, 


[VoLA 


Period  of 
1658,  1559. 

Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  25,  699. 

Taxation — Necessity    for    providing    New 
Sources,  July  25,  697-699. 

Waterworks,  Sinking  Fund  on — Period  of 
Repayment,  July  29,  1657. 

Harmsworth,  Mr.  C.  B.  [Worcester,  Droit- 
wich] 

Port  of  London  Bill — Alterations  suggested, 
July  23,  341. 

Shetland    Cable    Breakdown,    Cause    of, 
J^dy  27,  839. 

HartDavies,  Mr.  T.  [Hackney,  N.] 

Bristol  Post  Office  Erection — ^Notices  posted 
by  Contractor,  July  28,  1181. 

India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  193- 

197. 
Bengal,  Partition  of,' July  22,  196. 

Executive  Councils,  Admission  of 
Natives  to,  proposed,  July  22, 
195. 

Harwood,  Mr.  0.  [Bolton] 

India — Bombay  Factory  Disturbances,  July 
28,   1218. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 

Post   Office   Duties. 
Q,  Mr.     Du     rVos ;      A,  Mr.     Buxton, 
July  29,  1459. 

Hastings  Twiss  Estate 

Case  of  D.  Barry. 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn;   A.  Mr. 
303. 


Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E.  W.  [We«t  Bromwich] 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  514- 
524. 


Birrell,  July  23, 


Haversham,  Lord 

Army — Territorial  Force,  Organisation  of, 
July  22,  32. 

Old-Agc    Pensions    Bill,    Com,     July   28, 
1103. 

Kay,  Mr.  C.  0.  D.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

Admiralty     Statements     to     the     Press, 
Authorship  of,  July  30,  1892. 

Fisheries — Scottish  Cruisers,  July  23,  347, 
348. 

Navy — Portsmouth    Gun    Wharf    Fire    in 

1907,  July  23,  325. 
Royal  Warrants,  Conditions  of  Granting, 

JtUy  23,  33(>. 
War  Office,  Ministers  other  than  Secretary 

of  State  for  War  attending  at,  July  23, 

365. 
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Healy,  Mr.  T.M.  [Louth,  N.] 

Blackrock  Tramp  Nuisance,  July  29,  1471. 

Dublin — Phosnix  Park  Additional  Land, 
July  27,  841  ;  July  28,  1171. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  416 
475  ;  July  24, 570, 572, 587. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2b.   July  22,  249 

Public  Works  Loans  (Reml<^ion)  Bill — 
Expenses  Resolution,  July  23,  479, 
490,  492,  493. 

Women's  Suffrage  Movement, Prison  Treat- 
ment, July  23,  339. 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Canterbury] 

China — ^Tientsin  Britbh  Post  Office,  Jultf 
24,  504. 

Hedges,  Mr.  A.  P.  [Kent,  Tonbridge] 

and      Wastage 


Railways — Coal    Freight 
July  27,  846. 


[Yorkshire,     N.R. 


Hehnaley,    Yiscoant, 
Thirsk] 

Africa,  East — Date  of  Presenting  Labour 
Employment  Report,  July  22,  67. 

Henderson,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 
Argentina,  Increase  in  British  Trade  with, 
July  25,  700. 

Finance  Bill,  3b.  July  25,  696,  699. 

Heneage,  Lord 

Cran  Measures  Bill,  2b.  July  22,  52. 

Heraldry 

Lyon  King  at  Arms,  Status  of. 

Q.     Mr.    R.    Duncan;       As.     Mr.     H. 
Samuel,  July  29,  1487. 

Herbert,    Mr.     T.     A.     [Buckinghamshire. 
Wycombe] 

Admiralty  Shipbuilding  Contractors  and 
Foreign  Contracts,  July  28,  1204, 
1205. 

Motors 

Dust  Nuisance,  Suggestions  for  Obviat  - 
ing,  July  28,  1240. 

Legislation,   Necessity  for,   July   29, 
1528. 

Scouts  giving  Warning  against  Police 
Traps,     Necessity     & 


with,  July  29,  1528. 

Speed    Restrictions,    July 
1530. 


or     Dealing 
29,    1529. 


Hersehell,  Lord 

Crofters,  Arrears  in  Payment  of  Instal- 
ments by,  etc.,  July  22,  38-4a 
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Hill,  Sir  C.  L.  [Shrewsbury] 
Africa,  East 

Labour  Rules,  July  27,  868. 

Laud    Tenure    Legislation,    July    27, 

868. 
Ordinances — Placing  in  Library,  July 

22,  67. 
Rules  in  Cd.  4122,  July  22,  67. 
Maryborough  Postman,  Speech  by,    July 
29,  1494. 

Hobart,  Sir  E.  [Hampshire,  New  Forest] 
New  Forest  Military  Manoeuvres,  July  28, 
1201. 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  E.  B..— Financial  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  [Bristol,  E.] 
Audit  of  Irish  Public  Accounts,    July   22, 

68. 
BalUnorley   School,   Closing   of,   July  30, 

1767. 
Birth  Certificates— Cost  of  Copy,  July  30, 

1705. 
Books— Import  Regulations,  July  27,  816. 
Criminal  Appeal  Act— Shorthand  Writers, 

July  23,  301 ;   July  27,  817. 
Customs  and  Excise 

Case  of  Mr.  C.  Clarke,  July  28,  1174. 
Preventive    Officers,    System    of     Ap- 
pointing, July  23,  302. 
Reorganisation  Scheme,  Jtdy  30,  1767. 
Dog  Licences  of  Dealers,  July  27,  816. 
Dublin— Phoenix   Park   Additional   Land, 

July  27,  841. 
Education 

Intermediate  Rules,  Printing  of,  July 

30,    1713. 
National    School   Teachers'    Resigna- 
tions on  Pension,  July  29,  1473. 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Department 

Colonial  Audit  Branch  Officials,  July 

22,  68  ;    July  30,  1705. 
Promotion  Committee,  July  30,  1704. 
Promotion    System,    July    29,   1460, 

1461,   1462. 
Removal  Expenses  of  Officers,  July  30, 

1704. 
Retirements  projected,  July  30,  1704. 
StaflF,  App^intmeut  and  Promotion  of, 

Jidy  28,  1175,  1204. 
Stamp  Sales,  Receipts  from,  July  30, 

1706. 
Travelling  Expenses  of  Civil  Officers, 
July  30,  1716. 
Expiring    Laws    Continuance    Bill,    Cam., 

July  27,  1012,  1053,  3r.  1055. 
Friendly  Societies— Royal  London  Society 

Agreement,  July  30,  1765. 
Gaine  River  Improvement  Works,  July  25, 
699. 
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Government     Departments     Expenditure 

(1905-9),  July  24,  508. 
Irish  Congestion  Commission,  Cost  of,  July 

30,  1694. 
Land  Purchase-Stock — Return  as  to  Issues, 

July  22,  112. 
Limavady  and  Dungiven  Railway,  Grant 

to,  July  27,  817. 
Public  \Vork8  Loans  Bi\\,2n.,July  22,  248, 

249,  251,  252;    Com.,  July  27,  1003, 

1006,  1008-1010. 

Public  Works  Loans  (Remission)  Bill 
Expenses  Resolution,  July  23, 479, 483, 
484,  490,  492,  493. 

Revenue  raised  by  Taxes,  July  28,  1194. 

Superannuation,  Case  of  Edward  Lynam 

July  23,  347. 
Westmeath,  Re-valuation  Expenses,  July 

29,  1453. 

Holdemess  Water  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  23, 
253. 
3r.*  July  27,  704. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con*  July  28,  1167. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

HoUedey  Bay 

See  under  Labour  Colonies. 

Holt>  Mr.  R.  D.  [Northumberland,  Hexham] 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  574. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State.— Ut.   Hon.   H.  Glad- 
stone. 
Under-Secretary. — Mr.   H.   Samuel. 

Report,  Delay  in  Issuing. 

08.     Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  29,  1577. 

Vote — Inadequate  Time  Allowed  for  Dis- 
cussion. 

08.  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  July  29, 
1592;  Mr.  Gladstone,  1602, 
1609  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  1609. 

Home  Work 

Conference  of  Medical  Officers. 

Q.     Mr.     J.     R.     Macdonald;    A.     Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  27,  814. 

Returns  of  Addresses,  etc. 

Qs.     Mr.    J.    R.    Macdonald ;    As.     Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  28,  1231. 

Select  Committee  Report  Presented,  July 
22,  112. 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill 

c.  3r.*  July  24,  497. 

/.  Commons'  Amendts  ,  Con.*  July  27,  704. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Hong  Kong 

Opium  see  that  title.  ^  ^ 
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Hop  Induftry 

Acreage  in  England  and  America. 

Q.     Mr.  Courthope  ;    A.    Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  1718, 

Q.    Mr.  Courthope  ;  A.    Sir  E.  Strachey, 
July  30,  1728. 

American  Crop,  Period  of  Picking. 

Q.    Mr.  Courthope ;  A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  1718. 
Committee  Report  and  Recommendations, 
Proposals  for  Dealing  with. 

Os,  Mr.  L.  Hardy,  July  31,  2037- 
2040;  Mr.  Essex,  2040-2042; 
Mr.  Gretton,  2042-2045;  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  2045-2050. 

Continental  Hops,  Price  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Courthope;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  1718. 

Import  Statistics  1820-1907. 

Q.     Mr.  Courthope ;  A,    Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,   1722. 

L^isUtiye  Proposals. 

Q.    Mr.  Essex;    A.    3tlr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  27,  855. 

Hope,  Mt.  James  [Sheffield,  Central] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill — 
Amendment  to  Schedule  B.,  out  of 
Order,  Jidy  31,  1969. 

Old-Age  Pensions,  Cost  of,  July  23,  335. 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendments, 
CotL,  July  31,  1993. 


Horniman,  Mr.  E.  [Chelsea] 

Buke  of  York's  School 

Chelsea   Site,  Disposal   of,   July 
1467. 
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EudiOXL,  Mr.  W.  [Newoaatle-on-Tyne] 


29, 


New  Buildings,  Date  of  Completing, 
July  29,  1476. 

Womens  Suffrage  Movement — Prison  Treat- 
ment, July  22,  71. 


Horses 

Breeding  Scheme. 
Q,     Mr.  Gretton ; 
July  28,  1184. 


A,    Sir  E.  Strachey, 


Hort  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.    Mr.  John  O'Connor ;    A.    Mr.  Bir- 
rell,  July  31,  1961. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Cubic  Space  in  London  and  Berlin. 
Q.    Mr.  Fell  ;^.    Mi.  ChmohiU,  July  22, 

Howai^  Mr.  G.  [Cumberland,  Eskdale] 
Meat  Supply  Liquiry,  July  23, 343. 

Hoxton 

Douglas  Hall,  Use  of,  for  Schoolhouse. 
Qs.    Mr.  A.  Allen,  Mr.  S.  Collins;    As, 
Mr.  Runciman,  July  29, 1496. 
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Navy 

"  Defence*'— Wages  of  Engine-Fitt^s, 

July  27,  822. 
**  Invincible  " — Wages    of     Electrical 
Wire    Workers,    July    28,    1209. 
1210. 
Post  Office — ^Provincial  Superintending  En- 
gineers' Offices  Staff,  July  27,  810. 

Public  Works  Loans  (Remission)  Bill  Ex- 
penses Resolution,  July  23,  493. 

Railways — Value  of  Automatic  Couplings, 
July  27,  882. 


Hnmber     Commercial 
Dock  BiU 


Eailway     and 

{  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Hunt,  Mr.  H  [Shropshire,  Ludlow] 
Army 

Officers — Recruiting  from  Uni vers i ties 
and  Public  Schools,  July  27,  923. 

Special  Reserve 

Officers  Liability  for  Service  as 
High  Sheriff,  July  27,  923. 

Physique  of  Recruits,    July  27, 
923,  924. 

Territorial  Force  Horses,  July  27,  924. 

Defence  of  theEmpire — ^Adequacy  of  jH^sent 
Arrangements,  July  27,  925,  926. 

Jamaican   Relief   Fund,    Distribution   of, 
July  30,  1716. 

Old-Age    Pensions — Estimate    of    Rural 
Pensioners,  July  23,  319. 

Hntton,  Mr.  A.  E.  [Yorks,  W.R.,  Morley] 
Chapels  and  Churches,  Rating  of,  Jmly  27, 
843. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  378- 
380,  420 ;   July  24,  548-550. 

Hynes  Estate 

Sale  Proposals 
Q.    Mr.  Moore ;  A, 
1945. 


Mr.Birrell,  J«/y3i, 


Imperial  Conference 

Secretariat,  Duties  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  Tennant;    Aa. 
July  29,  1484. 


Colonel  Seely, 


Importation  of  Plumage  Prohibition  BiQ 

c.  IB.*  July  22,  113. 

Income-Tax 

Earned  Income,  Definition  of. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith  ;     ^.  Mr.  Uoyd- 
George,  July  23,  320. 
Maintaining  at  Is.  in  the  £  in  time  6i  Pe^ce. 
Os.     Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,  Jnly  29, 
1407,  1408 ;    Lord  St.  Davids. 
1412;  Earl  of  Crewe,  1420. 
Officers  on  Retired  Pay,  Form  Issued  to. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Nicholson  ;u4.    Mr.Caoston. 
July  28,  1185. 
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Inoome-Tax— con^. 

Reduction  Claims,  Bate  for  Making* 
Q.    Mr.  J.  D.  White ;    A,    Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  JuLy  2  ,  1197. 
Royalties  on  Patents. 
Q.    Mr.  Cox ;     A.    Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  27,  847. 
Scottish  Contribution  (1906-^). 

Q,    Mr.  R.  Duncan ;     4>     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  July  23,  335. 

Independent  Order  of  Foreeterfl  (Toronto) 

Security  Deposited. 
Q.     Mr.    Devlin;       A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  28,  im. 

India 

Administrative  Policy. 

Os,  Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  127, 
213;  Earl  Percy,  139,  140;  Mr. 
Ellis,  170;  Mr.  Maccaw,  185- 
187;  SirH.  Rob3rts,  190-193; 
Mr.  Hart-Davies,  193-197  ;  Mr. 
Gwynn,  198,  199;  Sir  G.  S. 
Robertson,  205-206;  Sir  H. 
Cotton,  209. 

Executive     Councils,     Admission     of 
Natives  to,  proposed. 

Oa,    Mr.  Hart-Davies,  July  22, 
195. 

Reform  Proposals. 
Qs.    Mr.  Smeaton;  As.    Mr.  Bucha- 
nan, July  30,  1746. 

Afforestation  of  Waste  Lands. 
Q.     Mr.    Rees ;        A.     Mr.    Buohanan, 
July  30,  1746. 

Allygurh  Seditious  Telegram  Case. 

Q.     Sir  H.  Cotton ;    A,     Mr.  Buchanan, 
Aug,  1,  2087. 
Army  Expenditure,  Increase  in,  etc. 
08,     Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  116-118  ; 
Mr.  K.  Hardie,  171. 

3engal 

Judicial    and    Executive    Functions, 
Proposals  for    Separation  of. 
Oa,     Earl  Percy,  July  22,  140. 

Partition  of. 
Os,  Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  127  ; 
Mr.  K.  Hardie,  178  ;  Mr.  Hart- 
Davies.  196;  Sir  H.  Cotton, 
209;  Mr.  C.  J.  O'Donnell, 
215  ;    Mr.  Lupton,  216. 

Press  Regulation,  Necessity  for. 
Q,    Mr.  Rees ;    A.     Mr.  Buchanan, 
July  23,  299. 
Bombay 

Disturbances. 
Qs,    Mr.  Harwood,  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ; 
As,    Mr.    Buchanan,  July  28, 
1218. 
Qs,     Sir    H.    Cotton;        As.     Mr. 
Buchanan,   Mr.   Speaker,  July 
29,  1483. 
Q.     SirH.  Cotton;    A.     Mr.  Bucha- 
nan, Aug.  1,  2087. 
Factories  Commission  Report. 
Q,    Mr.  Rees ;    A.     Mr.  Buchanan, 
July  28,  1221. 
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Budget  Surplus. 
Oa.    Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  114,  115 ; 
Earl    Percy,    130,    168;       Mr.    K. 
Hardie,  171. 

Calcutta 

Bomb  Conspiracy. 
Oa.    Mr.  Buohanan,  July  22,  125. 

Liquor  Licences. 

Q.     Sir    H.     Roberts;        A.     Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  28,  1215. 

Liquor  Shops,  Hour  of  Closing. 
Q,     Sir    H.     Roberts ;        i4.     Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  28,  1215. 

Charges    on    Native    States    for   Imperial 
Purposes. 
Os.     Mr.  K.  Hardie,  July  22,  172. 

Churches,  Government 

Expenditure  on  Upkeep. 

Q,     Mr.  Laidlaw ;    A.     Mr.  Buclie- 
nan,  July  27,  830. 

Oa.     Mr.    Maclean,   July   22,   220- 

222  ;   Mr.  E.  Wason,  222  ;   Mr. 

M.  Ferguson,  223 ;     Mr.  C.  E. 

Price,  224  ;  Mr.  Buchanan,  225  ; 

Mr.   Morton,  226;     Mr.  J.   D. 

White,  227  ;     Mr.  Bright,  227. 

Qa.     Mr.  J.  D.  White,  Mr.  Laidlaw ; 

Aa.     Mr.    Buchanan,   July  27, 

829. 

Civil  Service,  Necessity  for  Reconstruction 

of. 

Oa.     Sir  H.  Cotton,  July  22,  210- 
212. 
Condition  of. 

Os.     Mr.  Buohanan,  July  22,  113 ;    Sir 

G.  S.  Robertson,  2Q3,  204. 
Qs.     Mr.      Rees,      Mr.     Lupton,       Mr. 
0' Grady ;         As.     Mr.     Buchanau, 
July  30,  1745.  , 

Customs,  Yield  from. 

Os,     Mr.  Buchanan,  Jxdy  22,  123. 
Death-Rate  Statistics. 
Qs.     Mr.    Rees ;      As.     Mr.    Buchanan^ 
July  27,  830  ;  July  30, 1713. 
Debt  Charge,  Position  of. 

Oa.     Mr.  Buchanan,  Ji^y  22,  122. 
Decentralisation  Commission  Report. 

Os.     Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  127,  128. 
Economic  and  Industrial  Condition. 
Os.     Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  124  ;    Earl 
Percy,  133  ^   Mr.  Lupton,  216. 
Education 

Increased  Expenditure  on. 

Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  116, 
213  ;  Mr.  K.  Hardie,  172. 
Reform  of  Present  System  proposed. 
Oa.  Earl  Percy,  July  22,  134-139 ; 
Mr.  Rees,  141,  145,  14^,  152- 
158  ;  Sir  H.  Craik,  162-167  ; 
Mr.  Ellis,  169 ;  Mr.  K.  Hardie, 
173;  Mr.  Maccaw,  184;  Mr. 
Gwynn,  197  ;  Sir  Q.  S.  Robert- 
son, 202,  2Q3,  206;  Sir  H. 
Cotton,  208;     Mr.  Buchanan, 
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Excise  Administration  Statement. 

Q.    Sir  H.  Roberts ;  A.    Mr.  Buchanan, 
July  28,  1214. 

Executive  and  Judicial  Functions,  Separa- 
tion of. 

Q.     Mr.  Rees;    A.    Mr.  Buchanan, 
Jvly  28,  1214. 

Exports  and  Imports — Statistics. 

Ob,    Mr.  Buchanan,  Jvly  22,  123. 
Famine 

Effect  on  Expenditure. 

Os.    Mr.  Buchanan,  Jvly  22, 1 18. 

Loans  to  Local  Authorities. 

Os.     Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  119, 
120. 

Relief    Works — Suspension    of    Land 
Revenue,  etc. 

Os.     Mr.    Buchanan,    July   22, 
119,  121;    Mr.  K.  Hardie, 
174. 
Q.     Mr.  R.  Harcourt;  J.     Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  28,  1220. 
Government  Stores,  Local  Purchase  of. 
Q,     Mr.  Rees  ;  A,     Mr.  Buchanan,  July 
22,  80. 

Jasdan  Succession.. 

Qe,     Mr.    Rees ;      As     Mr.    Buchanan, 

July  22,  80 ;    July  31,  1967. 
Q.    Mr.  E.  H.  Lamb  ;  A,  Mr.  Buchanan, 

Jtdy  30,  1715. 
Q.    Mr.  Rees ;    A.     Colonel  Seely,  July 

31,  1949. 

Judicial  Administration,  Cost  of. 

Os.     Mr.  K.  Hardie,  July  22,  180. 

Kankinara  Bomb  Outrage. 

Q.    Mr.  Ries;  A.     Mr.  Buchanan,  Ju/y 
22,  80. 

Kathi  Chiefs — Grievances  as  to  Rule  of 
Succession. 

Os.     Mr.  R38S,  Jvly  31,  2070. 

Kothandaramayya,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Q8.     Mr.  O'Grady  ;   As,    Mr.  Buchanan, 
July  30,  1714. 

Limbdi  Succession. 

Q.    Mr.  R3es  ;  A,     Mr.  Buchanan,  July 
22,  80. 

Liquor  TraflSc,  Licreased  Ravenue  Derived 
from. 

Os.     Mr.  K.  Hardie,  July  22,  177  ; 
Sir  H.  Roberts,  189. 

Loans,  Committee  to  Consider  Authorising 
Resolution  (Mr.  J.  Pease)  July  22, 
262. 

Malaria,  Mortality  from. 
Os.     Mr.  Rees,  July  22,  142. 

M  litary  Training  of  Civilians. 

Q.    Mr.    R^es;        A.    Mr.    Buchanan, 
JiUy  23,  299. 

Mohmand  Campaign,  Conduct  and  Organi- 
sation oU  B         '  -^    I «. 

Os.    Mr.  Buchanan,'Vtt/^  22^    117; 
Barl  Percy,  129. 
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Mosques  and  Temples,  Grant    for  Upkeep 
of. 

Q.    Mr.  LaidUw;  A.     Mr.  Bucha- 
nan, July  27,  830. 
Q,    Mr.  Rees ;   A,     Mr.  Buchanan, 
July  27,  848. 

Muslim  Attitude  towards  Public  Unrest,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.  R3es ;    A,     Mr.  Buchanan.  Jvly 
28,  1214. 

Natives,  Administrative  Posts  Open  to. 
Os.    Mr.  K.  Hardie,  July  22,  179,  180. 

Opium,  see  thii  title. 

Orissa  Village  Records. 

Q.    Mr.  Rees ;  A.    Mr.  Buchanan,   J«ijr 
28,  1191. 


Plague  Statistics, 

Os.     Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  124,  125; 
Mr.    Rees,    142;      Mr.    K.    Hardie, 
174. 
Police    Reforms,    Increased    Expenditure 
Due  to. 
Os.    Mr.  Buchanan.  July  22,  116; 
Mr.   Ellis,   168. 

Press  Act,  Enforcement  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  l2o  ;  Earl 
Percy,  131,  132;  Mr.  Rees,  151; 
Mr.  Maccaw,  186. 

Prisoners,  Treatment  of. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton  ;  A.  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Jvly  28,  1220. 

Public   Works   Department — Pay   of   En- 
gineers. 

Q.      Mr.       Younger;  A.       Mr. 

Buchanan,  July  29,  1484. 

Quetta-Nushki  Trade  Route,  Traffic  by. 
Q,     Mr.    Rees;        A,     Mr.     Buchanan, 
July  28,  1212. 

Railways 

Administration  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Ellis,  July  22,  169  ;  Mr. 
Maccaw,  188,  189;  Sir  H. 
Kimber.     199. 

Capital,  Question  of  Raising  without 
Government  Guarantee. 

Os.     Sir   H.  Kimber,  July  22. 
201,202. 

Revenue  Derived  from. 

Os.  Air.  Buchanan,  July  22,  122; 
Sir  H.  Kimber,  200. 

Railway  and  Irrigation  Works  and  Gcaieral 
Purposes,  Loans  for. 

Resolution  (Mr.  Buchanan),  July  29, 
1631.     Reported,  July  30,  1903.^ 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Account*. 
Os.    Mr.  Buchanan,  Jvly  22,  113,  114; 
Mr.  Lupton,  218,  219. 

Resolution  (Mr.  Buchanan),* Js/y  2t, 
228. 

Salt  Duty,  Loss  of  Revenue  Due  to  Reduc- 
tion of. 
Os,     Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  114, 

rtp^dMr.  Ellis,  168. 
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Sedition,  Measures  for  dealing  with. 
Os.     Mr.     Buchanan,    Jvly    22,    125; 
Sir  H.  Craik,  161;     Mr.  Macoaw, 
186 ;   Sir  H.  Cotton,  209,  210. 
Seditious  Writings  and  Propaganda,  Evils 
of. 
Os.   Mr.  Ree8,Jti/y  22, 146-151, 
160;    Mr.  K.  Hardie»  175. 

Prosecution  for — Return  Ordered,  July 
29,  1452. 
Q.    Sir  H.  Cotton;     A,    Mr. 
Buchanan.  Jvly  28,  1219. 

Statement  (Mr.  Buchanan),  JuLy  22^  113- 
129. 

Sylhet  Bomb  Manufacture. 

Qs.    Mr.   Rees,  Mr.   K.   Hardie ;      As. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Jvly  28,  1213. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Qs.    Dr.    Rutherford,    Mr.    Reee,    Mr. 

K.    Hardie,    Sir    H.    Cotton,    Mr. 

Lupton,    Mr.    Mackamess;        As. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  Jvly  28,  1216. 
Q.    Mr.  Lupton;     A.    Mr.  Buchanan, 

Jvly  29^  1483. 
Qs.    Mr.  Lupton,  Mr.  O'Grady,  Sir  H. 

Cotton;     As.     Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 

Speaker,  Jvly  30,  1747. 

Tinnevelly — Cases  of  Chidambaram  Pillay 
and  Subramania  Siva. 

Q.    Sir      H.      Cotton;      A.      Mr. 
Buchanan,  Jvly  28,  1219. 

Transportation  Law. 

Qs.    Sir  H.  Cotton  ;  As.    Mr.  Buchanan 
Jvly  28,  1219. 

India  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Rt.   Hon.    Viscount 
Morley. 

Under-Secretary— B,t.  Hon.  T.  R.  Bucha- 
nan. 

Induftrial  and  Beformatory  Schools 

See  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Inebriate  Homes 

Cost  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Toulmin;    A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
Jvly  31,  1954. 

Infantile  Mortality 

See  under  Deaths. 

Inland  Bevenue 

Chemical  Officers,  Petition  of. 

Q.     Mr.    Snowden;       A.     Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  July  30,  1733. 

Excise  Officers,  see  Customs  and  Excise. 

Report  Presented,  Jvly  22,  Z. 

Returns,  etc.,  required  by. 

Q.    Blr.  Sears;    A.    Mr.  Lloyd-George 
Jvly  23,  320. 

International  Secnrities  Corporation 

Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Walsh;       A.    Mr.    Churchill, 
Jvly  30,  1768. 
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Invergordon 

Naval  Base  Scheme. 
Q.    Mr.     Weir ;     A.    Mr.     MoKenna, 
Jvly  29,  1468. 

Ireland 

Chief  Secretary— B.t.  Hon.  A.  Birrell. 
Lord- Lieutenant — Earl  of  Aberdeen. 
Attomey-Oeneral-'Rt.      Hon.      R.      R. 
Cherry. 

SoUcUor-Oeneral — Mr.  R.  Barry. 

[For  particular    Places,   Estates,   etc.,   see 
ineir  Names.] 

Agrarian  Outrages — Statistics. 

Os.     Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  30,  1787  ; 
Mr.   Birrell.   1802. 

Agriculture    and     Technical     Listruction 
Department,  see  that  ti&e. 

Audit  of  Public  Accounts. 

Q.    Mr.    Field;       A.    Mr.    Hobhouse, 
Jvly  22,  68. 

Boycotting — Statistics. 

Os.    Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Jvly  30,  1748. 
Cattle-drives 

Cases  in  the  North. 

Q.  Captain  Craig ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Jvly  25,  614. 

€rOvemment   Attitude. 

Os.     Marquess  of  Londonderry,  July 

23,  284 ;    Earl  of  Mayo,  289. 
Qs.    Mr.  C.  Craig,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 

MacNeill,  Mr.  Lonsdale;     As. 

Mr.  Birrell,  Mr.  Speaker,  July 

22,  99. 

Prosecution  of  Offenders. 
Os.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Jvly  30, 
1788,  1789,;  Mr.  Birrell,  1806; 
Mr.  Lonsdale,  1806;  Mr.  W. 
Long,  1810 ;  Mr.  T.  P.  0*Connor, 
1816 ;    Mr.  Cherry,  1821. 

Self-protection  by  Graziers,  Measures 
Permissible   for. 

Qs.  Captain  Craig,  Mr. 
0*Dowd ;  As.  Mr.  Cherry, 
Jvly  23,  349. 

Condition  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Birrell,  Jvly  30, 1801-1808 ; 
Mr.  W.  Long,  1808-1814 ;  Mr. 
T.  P.   O'Connor,    1817-1819. 

Opportunity    for   Discussing. 
Q.     Captain  Craig;      A.     Mr.   As- 
quith,  Jvly  25,  616. 

System  of  issuing  Police  Reports. 
Qs.     Captain  Craig,  Mr.  MacNeill; 
As.    Mr.  Birrell,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Jvly22,n{i, 

Congestion  Commission,  Cost  of. 

Q.    Dr.  Ambrose ;    A.    Mr.  Hobhouse ; 
Jvly  30,  1694. 

Constabulary,  see  that  tide. 

Crimes  Act,  Re-imposition  of,  Proposed. 
Os.    Mr.  Birrell,  Jvly  30,  1806 ;     Mr. 
W.  Long,  1810 ;  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
1816 ;    Mr.  Cherry,  1819,  1820. 

Education,  see  that  title. 
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£8timat«B,  9u  under  Supply.      ~  ». 

Evictions 

Applicatioas   for   Reinstatemeiit. 
Q,    Mr.  C.  Craig ;    A.    Mr.  Binell, 
Jyly  22y  96. 

Reinstatement  Hegulations. 

Q.     CapUin  Crai^  ;  .4.     Mr.  Birrell, 
Aug.  7,  2088. 

-  Bc>tun\  Presented,  July  25,  6d8  ;  Jvly 

27,  70G. 

Grassing  Lands  Pi»piite». 
06.     Mr.    Birrell,  July  30,   1802-1804; 
Mr.  W.  Long,  1811. 

liand  Acts,  Land  Commission,  Land  Jndges 
Court  and  Land  Purchase,  see  th>»e 
titles. 

National  Gallery  —Report  Presented,  July 
^^        ^/,  1909  J  ^W9.  7,2079, 

Orange      t>em0As^t  rat  foils,      I^turfoances 
during. 
0$,     Captain  Craig;     As,     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  25,  614. 

Outrages  in  which  Firearms  were  used 
Q,     Mr.    Lonsdale;       A.     Mr.    Birrell, 
Jul^j  29,  1505. 

O'itrages  in  1908 — Return  Presented,  JtUy 
31,  1943. 

Persons  under  Police  Protection. 

Q,     Mr.    Lonsdale;       A.     Mr.    Birrell, 
July  29,  1504. 

Police,  see  Constabulary  and  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police, 

Poor  Law,  see  that  title. 

Process  Servers,  Protection  of. 

Qs.     Mr.   Lonsdale ;     As.     Mr.   Birrell 
July  22,  104. 

Proclaimed  Counties — ^Imposition  of  extra 
Police  Rate,  etc. 
Os.  Jjord  Killanin,  July  23,  275- 
281 ;  Marquess  of  Londonderry, 
284  ;  Lord  Macdonnell  of  Swin- 
ford,  285-287  ;  Lord  Atkinson, 
287;  Lord  Ashbourne,  288; 
Earl  of  Crewe,  290. 

Return  as  to,  proposed 

Os.     Lord  Killanan,  July  23,  281, 
291 ;  Lord  Denman,  283, 291. 
Return  Ordered,  July  23,  292 ;   Pre- 
sented Jvly  27,  708. 

Public  Works — Annual  Report  Presented, 
July  22,  362. 

Queen's  Colleges,  see  Names  of  Cities. 
Royal    Universitv — Catholic     Attendance. 
Qs.      Mr.    C.   J.    O'Donnell;    As.    Mr. 
Birrell,  Mr.  Speaker,  July  23,  357. 

Irish  XTniyersities  Bill 

c.  Con.  July  23,  368  ;   July  24,  512. 

3r.  July  25,  616. 
/.  IB.*  July  25,  697. 

2r.  July  27,  741. 

Com.  and  3b.  July  30,  1637. 
c.  Lords' Amendts.,  Con.,  Jw/y  57, 2000. 
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Iriih  XTniyenitief  Bill— «of>/. 

/•  Commons    reasons     for   d&agreeing  to 
Amend ts..  Con.,  July  31, 193^. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  7,  2075. 

Debates  on  Consideration  (Commons)  Jvly 
23,  268;  July  24,  612;  Third 
Reading,  July  25,  616 ;  Serond 
Reading  (Lords)  July  27,  741; 
Committee,  July  30,  1637.  Lords 
and  Commons  Amendts. ,  July  31, 
1939,  2000. 

Affiliation,  Powers  for  405.  634,  642. 
648,  751,  794, 795, 796, 798. 
"  By  Statute,"  Propo?^  466-462. 
Appeal,  Provisioas  for,  1664, 
Chairs 

Candidates  for  to  be  free  from  any 
Religious  Tests,  piY>po6ed, 
661-667,  1658-1664.  2000, 

Theological,  fiUminatiofn  of  Re^ 
lisrious  Tests  for,  proposed, 
574-576. 

Charters,  Draft  of,  754,  760. 

Chnrch  or  Chapel  within  Precincts  of 
Universities,  Prohibition  of,  pro- 
posed, 677-586,  620,  62^  638, 
762,  761,  767,  795,  166&-1673, 
1941,  2001-2012. 

Clause  1 — Omission  of,  proposed, 
368-390. 

Clause  3,  Omission  of  Subsection  3, 
proposed  561. 

Constituent  Colleges — Constitution  of 
Governing  Tk)dies,  430-446, 
796,  798. 

Outside  Element  to  be  only  one- 
third,  proposed  1646-1655. 

Denominational  Character  of  Univeisi, 
ties  616-620,  622-624,  633,  641, 
642,  663,  667,  760,  768,  776,  7W, 
1662, 1663,  2006. 

Discussion  in  the  Hoane  of  Lonk, 
Inadequate  time  allowed  for, 
741-746. 

Establishment  of  new  Universities 
in  Dublin  and  Belfast,  Rropoeaii 
for,  369,  370,  372-374,  379,  760, 
769, 

Funds 

Additional  sums  provided  by  fttf- 
Uament,  Regulations  as  to, 
687,  778,  779. 

Allocation  of,  between  the  twa 
Universities,  65(M»73,  753, 
779,     1638,     1639^     1543. 

Fee     Fund,     Apprc^iatioii     oU 

688-590. 

Governing  Bodies  or  Senates,  Con- 
stitution of,  370,  376,  381, 
382,  644,  647.  764,  756,  796. 

Belfast  Technical  Instructioik 
Committee,Rept<e8entatioii  of 

Difi^fldbffLnOOQle. 
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Debates  on  Consideration  (Commons),  etc 
^cont 
Governing  Bodies  or  Se^fttes,  etc — 
cofU, 

Chambers  of  Commerce,   Repre- 
sentation of,  694. 
Permanent    Lay    Majority,    pro- 
posed, 395-400,  427-430. 
Representation  of  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  andRoyalCollege 
of    Science,    proposed,    669, 
670. 
Oovemment  Amendts.  447,  463,  570, 

687,  593,  1665,  1667. 
History    of    the    Question,    746-760, 

767,  780-784,  801. 
Magee  College,  Position  of,  402-416, 
[  761. 

Mdyiiooth,    Affiliation    Arrangements, 
634-639,    643,    665,    751,     763, 
794,  799. 
Necessity  for  Foimding  a  New  Univer- 
sity, 765,  771,  772. 
Nomenclature    of  New    Universities, 

394,  395,  750,  768. 
Professors 

Form    of    Declaration,    555-558, 
752. 
r  Theological  Professors  not  to  be 

Eligible  for    Membership    of 
General  Board  or  any  other 
,    .  >  Faculty,  proposed,  1658-1664, 

1940,  1941,  2001. 
Queen's  Colleges 

Funds  allocated  to,   1638,   1641, 
1644. 
i  8tQiu8,  Objections  to  Changes  in, 

I  '  369,   370. 

Rejection  of  Bill,  proposed,  616-624. 

Residential  Colleges,  Absence  of  Provi- 
sion for.  379,  625,  648-650,  761, 
753,  774,  777,  778,  785,  800, 
1666. 

Roman  Catholic  Hierarchy,  Allega- 
tions as  to,  382-384,  386,  387, 
765,  793,  804,  1659-1662. 

Royal   University. 

Buildings,    Estimated    Value   of, 
1638,   1642. 

Dissolution     of,     Proposals    for, 
375,  392,  393,  645,  749,  7  0. 

Statutory  Commissioners,  Granting 
Power  to  recognise  Institutions, 
proposed,  448-455,  761,  798, 
1655,    1666. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  not  included 
in  Scope  of  the  Bill,  770,  773,  776, 
788,  789,  791. 

Undenominational  College  in  Dublin, 
proposed,  416-426. 
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Debates  on  Consideration  (Commons),  etc. 

UniversitiesXJommittee,  Establishment 

of,  1673-1676. 
University  Degrees 

Extension  of  Facilities  to  Extern 
Students,  proposed,  463-476, 
647. 
Students  of  Recognised  Colleges'" 
extending  Privileges  to,  pro- 
posed, 512-514,  636. 
Two  Years  Study  in  a  Constituent 
College    as    a    Qualification,, 
proposed,  514-552,  767. 
University  in  Dublin  only,  proposed,, 

391-393. 
University  Statutes,f  Appeal  to  Privy 
Council,  proposed,-^  567-569,  752, 
2000. 
Draft  Charters,  Amended,  Issue  of. 

Q,  Sir  P.  Magnus;    ^.liMr.lBirrell, 
Jvly  22,  105. 

Extern  Students. 

Qs.  Mr.    C.    J.    O'Donnell;     As.  Mr, 
BirreU,  July  23,  356. 

Grants. 

Q.  Capt.  Craig ;   ^.  Mr.  Birrell,  JvJy 
25,  614. 
Titles    of    New    Universities. 

Qs.     Sir  P.  Magnus,|Mr.  Moore  ;    As^ 
Mr.  Bin-ell,  Jwly  22,1111. 

Vatican  Opinion. 

Q,  Capt.  Craig;   A,  Mr-^Birrell,  Jvly 
25,  615. 


Iron  and  Steel 

Memorandiun, 
30,  1692. 


etc—Copy  Ordered,  July 


Isle  of  Han 

See  Man,  Isle  of. 

Isle  of  Man  (Onitoms  Dnties)  Bill 

I.  2b.,  Jtdy  27,  727. 

Com,  and  Rep*  July  28,  1064. 
3r.*  July  29,  1444.  *  ^ 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Italy 

Commercial  Travellers'  Samples — Agree- 
mentlPresented,  July  24,  498  ;  July  27,. 
705. 

Jamftloa 

Banana  Trade. 

Qs.  Mr.  Lamont,  Sir  G.  Parker,  Mr.. 
Bvles;  As.  Colonel  Seely,  Jw/y  i?^, 
1226. 

Coolies— Rate  of  Pay. 

Os.  Mr.  Summerbell,  Jvly  28,  1319,. 
1328;  Colonel  Seely,   1328. 

King's  House,  Repair  of. 

Q.     Mr.  O.  Philipps  ;  i4.     Colonel  Seely,. 
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Jamaica— eoMf. 

Kingston  Wharves  and  Railway  Scheme. 
Q.    Mr.  O.  Philipps ;   A.    Colonel  Seely, 
July  28,  1224. 

Relief  Fund,  Distribution  of. 

Q,     Mr.  Hunt;    A.    Colonel  Seely,  J tJy 
30,  1716. 

Japan 

Trade  Report  presented,  July  31,  1909. 

Johnion,  Mr.  J.  [Gateshead] 

Admiralty  Chain  Contracts,  Jvly  28,  1212. 

Gateshead  Unemployment,  Public  Bodies 
dealing  with,  July  31,  1967. 

JoiceyCecilyLord  J.  [Linoolnshire,  Stamford] 

Army  (Special  Reserve),  Organisation  of 
July  27,  917. 

Grantham  Barracks,  Use  for,  July  27,  866. 

Jones,  Ht.  L.  [Westmoreland,  Appleby] 

Africa — Liquor  Traffic  among  Native  Races, 
J'tdy  28,  1330. 

Government  Hospitality,  Policy  as  to,  July 
23,  345. 

Nigeria,  Southern — Import  Statistics,  July 
22,  85. 

Prisons,  Cost  of,  July  31,  1954. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Cost 
of,  Jiily  31,  1953. 

Jones*  Mr.  W.  [Carnarvon,  Arfon] 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill. 
2r.,  July  30,  1833-1835. 

Education  in  Wales 

Dual  Inspection,  Grievances  as  to, 
July  30,  1834. 

Intermediate  Education — Recognition 
of  Central  Board  in  Code,  pro- 
posed, July  30,  1833,  1834. 

Jowett,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Autumn  Session — Business  Arrangements, 
July  31,  2023. 

Unemployment — Urgency  of  the  Question, 
July  31,  2023. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick] 

Taylor  Estate— Fishery  Rights,  July  23, 
360. 

Joynson-Hioks,  Mr.  [Manchester,  N. W.] 

Finance  Bill,  3r.,  July  25,  676-680. 

Old- Age    Pensions — Provision    of    Funds, 
July  25,  678,  679. 

Tea  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  25,  676. 

Xantnrk 

Process  Server,  Attack  on. 
Q,    Mr.  Lonsdale;    A,    Mr.  Birrell, «/u7y 
22,  104. 
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Eearley,  Sir  H.  'E.—Parliameniary  Seerdarn 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  [Devonport] 


Companies  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  994,  917- 
1000. 

Kearney  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.    Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.     Mr.  BimIL 
July  23,  361. 

Keighley  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Bep*  July  22,  60. 

Con*  and  3r.*  July  27,  806. 
I,  Commons  Amendts.,  Con,*  July  27, 1069. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2Xfn, 

Kenmare 

Train  Service. 

Q8,     Mr.     Boland;    As.     Mr.     T.    W. 

Russell,  July  22,  93. 
Q.     Mr.     Boland;    A.     Mr.     ChurckH]. 

July  29,  1463, 

Eennawaj,  Et  Hn.  Sir  J.  H.  [Berai, 

Honiton] 
Nigeria,  Southern — Liquor  TraflSc  Io<|uiiT, 
July  22,  82. 

Kennedy.  Mr.  V.  P.  [Cavan.  w.] 

Cavan  Evicted  Tenants,  Position  of,  JW| 

29,  1472* 
Oreich — Burning  of  Houses,  July  29,  1501. 

Orookenden  and  Casey  Estate,  Sale  Vto- 

posals,  July  30,  1694. 
Land  Commission  Fair  Rents — OriginatiBg 

Notices  (1890-1903),  July  30,  1772. 
Land   Purchase    Transactions    to    Bste, 

July  29,  1602. 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Comptny. 
Operations  of,  July  23,  347  ;  July  2$, 
1499,  1500. 

Kerry 

Cattle  Breeding  in. 

Q.    Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.     Mr.  Rnsidl, 
July  29,  1456. 
Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstatement  of. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  O'DonneU ;   A.     Mr.  Binell 
July  23,  351. 

Kettering 

Bowler  v.  Foskett,  Case  of. 

Q.     Sir    F.    Channing;        A,     Mr.    H. 
Samuel,  July  29,  1488. 

Kettle,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Tyrone,  E.] 
>.      Irish    Universities    Bill,    Con.,     Jtdy   23 
Vr        429;      Lords    Amendts.,  Com.,   ^f^f 
>  .  31,  2003-2005.  ^fc<,    .^^  ^^  ^^ 

Liverpool — Appeal  in  Cleavers  Case,  Au§. 
1,  2096. 

Kildorrery 

Petty  Sessions — Case  of  W.  Stackpooleu 
Q.    Mr.    Abraham;      A,     Mr-^Caienj* 

DigitizedbyVjOOQlC 
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-TTillnnin,  Lord 

Galway,   Proclamation  of— Impoaition  of 

Extra  Police  Rate,  etc.,  July  23,    76, 

278,  291. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  2r.,  Jvly  27,  779- 

787 ;   Cam.,  July  30,  1639  1641,  1666, 

1668. 
Proclaimed  Counties 

Imposition  of  Extra  Police  Rate,  etc, 
July  23,  275-281. 

Return  as  to,  proposed,  July  23,  281, 
291. 

IKillaraght 

Floods,  Cause  of. 
Qs.    Mr.    0*Dowd;      As.    Mr.    J.    A. 
Pease,  July  23,  350. 

Xillarney 

Land  Commission  Sittings. 

Q,    Mr.  Flavin;    A,    Mr.  Birrell,  July 
29,  1475. 

JCimber,  Sir  H.  [Wandsworth] 

Indian  Railway  Administration,  July  22, 

199. 
Putney  Telephone  Service,  July  30, 1763. 
St.  Lucia  Property  Tax  Bill,  July  30,  1748. 
Weir  Charity  Scheme,  Objections  to,  July 
30,  1731. 

King,  Mr.  A.  J-  [Cheshire,  Knutsford] 

Emigration    Statistics    (1898-1908),  July 
23,  316. 


SE8SI0N  1908.  [Kil— Lan 

Julf/ 22— Aug.  1. 

LaidlaW}  Mr.  IBL  [Renfrew,  E.] 
Federated  Malay  States 

Children  in  Gaming  and  Opium  Bans, 


A.    Mr. 


Sing-Harman  Estatd 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q,    Mr.     James     O* Kelly ; 
Birrell,  July  29,  1471. 

King's  College  London  (Transfer)  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 
Kingston  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.    Abraham;     A* 
Jvly  24,  509. 


Mr.    Birrell, 


iLinvarra 

Firing  Outrage  on  12th  inst. 

Q,    Mr.  C.  Craig  ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell,  July 
22,  97. 


July  22,  83. 

Gambling  Licence  System,  July  22, 
83,  84. 

R3venue  Statistics,  July  22,  82,  83. 
India 

Churches 

Expenditure  on  Upkeep,  July  27, 

830. 
Use  of,  by  Troops,  July  27,  830 

Mosques  and  Temples,  Grant  for  Up- 
keep of,  July  27,  830. 

Lamb,  Mr.  E.  H.  [Rochester] 

India— Jasdan  Succession,  Juhj  30,  1715. 

Lament,  Mr.  H.  [Buteshire] 

Dominica— Railway  Construction,  July  28, 

1227. 
Jamaica— Banana  Trade,  July  28,  1226. 
Millport  Telegraph  Facilities,  July  29, 1493. 
St.  Vincent 

Carib  Canal,  July  28,  1221. 

Eruption  Relief  Fund,  July  28,  1221* 

Lanark  Corporation  [Extension  of 
Boundanes,  &o.)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill 

c.  3b..*  July  22,  59. 

I.  iR.*  and  2r.*  July  22,  2. 

3b.*  July  28,  1070. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2070. 

Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  District) 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2075. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Lancashire 

Charities— Return  Presented.  July  29, 1450. 


Xnntsford,  Viscount 

Old-Age   Pensions    Bill,    Com.    July   28, 
1115. 

Labour  Colonies 

HoUesley  Bay  Experiment. 

09.  Mr.  SummerbeU,  July  29,  1633; 
Mr.  Everett,  1638;  Mr.  Bums, 
1570. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Act 

Stamp  Duty. 
Q.    Mr.  O'Shaughnessy ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
July  23,  363. 
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Land  Commission  (Ireland) 

[For  Particular  Estates,  etc.,  see  their  Names]. 

Boyd,  Mr.,  Experience  of. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell, 

July  23,  354. 

Fair    Rents — Originating    Notices    (1890- 

1^3).  ,  .      ^^ 

Q.    Mr.    V.    Kennedy;       A.    Mr. 

Birrell,  July  30,  1772. 

Report  Presented,  July  28,  1071,  1169. 
a    Mr.    Ffrench;        A.    Mr.    Birrell, 
July  27,  834. 

Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill 

I  Royal  Assent,  ^-^J^.X^'oOgle 


l«tt— Iw] 
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Land  Law  (Ireland)  Aot 

Amendment  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.  McHugh,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien; 
Mr.  Asquith,  Jvly  28,  1242. 


mowL 

Jt%  22^Attff.  1. 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of-nwuiL 

Polioe  Oomminioa  Report— Mis-statasets 


A. 


LandPnrohase  (Ireland) 

[For  Particular  Estates,  etc,,  see  their  Names,] 
Existing  Agreements  and  Contracts,  Pro- 
posals for  Readjustment  of. 
Os.     Earl  of  Mayo,  Jtdy  23,  274  ; 
Lord  Denman,  275. 
Financial  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.  Ains worth;     A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
July  29,  1511. 

Sinking   Fund    from    Tenants'  Annuities, 
Position  of. 
Os.    Lord  Clonbrock,  Lord  Denman, 
July  29,   1428. 
Stock  Issues 

Applications  for  New  Issue. 

Q.    Mr.   Carlile;      A.    Mr.   Uoyd- 
George,  Jvly  27,  829. 
Return      Ordered,    July     24,     500; 
Presented,  July  30,  1691. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    Roche;      A,     Mr. 
Hobhouse,  July  22,  112. 
Suggestions  for  Future  Issues. 

Q.     Mr.   Carlile;      A.     Mr.   Lloyd- 
George,  July  29,  1510. 
Transactions. 
Q'     Mr.     Ffrench;         A.     Mr.     Birrell, 

J^dy  27,  834. 
Q.     Mr.  V.  Kennedy;    A.     Mr  Birrell, 
,  July  29,  1502. 

Land  Begistry 

Accounts  Presented,  July  27,  707,  810. 

Land  7alaation  Bill 

Proposals  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  Wedgwood;     A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
July  22,  112. 

Lane- Joynt  Estate 

Cases    of   Mrs.    O'Shaughnessy   and    Mrs. 
Hayes. 
Q.     Mr.   O'Shaughnessy;     A.    Mr. 
Birrell,  July  22,  73. 

Lansdowne,  Marqness  of 

Army,  Strength,  July  29,  1437. 

Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  BiU,  Com.    July   29, 
1303,   1305. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)   Bill,  Commons 

Amend ts.,  July  30,  1081. 
Irish  Universities    Bill,  2r.  July  27,  744, 

790-707;  Jvly  30,   1651-1653,   1663, 

1670;    Commons  Amend  ts.    to   Lords 

Amendts.,  Jvly  31,  1942. 

Old-Ape  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  Jvly  28, 1078- 
1082,  1102,  1106,  1114,  1116,  1121, 
1123,1127,1158;  Commons  Amendts., 
to  Lords  Amendts,  July  Ji, 
1913-1920,  1^30.  1958,  1940. 
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by  Constables,  Jnly  30,  1686. 
Scottish  Crofters,  Arrears  in  Vtymm  i 
lofltolm^ts  by,  etc.,  J%  22, 44 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill,  Com  ;.,V 
27,  735.  ^ 

Territorial  Reserve  Forces  Bill,  2b.  JvL  ^> 
26&-271.  272.  ^^ 

Lardner,  Hr.  J.  0.  B.  [Mon&Khan,  k.] 

Brookboroug^ — Orange  Arches  cm  h 
Road,  July  29,  1506. 

Druinlinny— Case  of  P.  M'Giiirk,  M  5fi 
1694,  1695. 

Education— Use  of  Brown  and  NoIm* 
Reader,  July  29,  1508. 

House  of  Commons — ^Newspaper  FLf> 
available,  July  29,  1499. 

Leslie  Estate— Case  of  P.  M'CIoshy,  MiS 
1474.  ^  ' 

Monaghan  Evicted  Tenants,  Aug.  1,  »?§. 

Law.,  Mr.  H.  A,  [Don^al,  W.J 

Donegal  Assizes — Catholics  on  Cmd 
«jnrios,  July  23,  362. 

Bduoation  Chraats,  Additional  Conditiij® 
of  giving,  July  23,  363. 

Factory— Employment  of  Young  Pfeeoa^ 
— Safeguards  against  overwork,  fto., 
July  31,  1957. 

Liverpool — Cleave's  Case,  Jvly  31, 1959. 

Law  Courts 

Council  of  Judges,  Report  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Bertcam:    A,    Mr.  GladstciLs 
July  30,  1696. 

High  Court  Accounts  (1907-8)  PrescBtei, 
July  24,  500 ;  July  27,  lifi. 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment  BDl 

I.  Com.  July  23,  258. 

Lea,  Mr.  H.  C.  [St.  Pancras,  E.] 

Corporal  Punishment — Procedure  in  is- 
posing  Sentence,  July  29,  1490. 

Nfl^vai^  Officer^,  i^umness  Engagements  c^. 
July  22,  76. 

Walsall  Excise  Offences— Fines  (189^ 
1907),  July  29,  1485,  1486. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Mortality  Statistics. 
Os.    Sir  C.  W.  Dilke,  Jidy  29, 1581 

Leevlft 

Railway  Shunting  Fatality  to  W.  Harris. 
Q.    Mr.    O'Grady;    A.     Mr.   ChurchE 
July  30,  1759. 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill 


VoL  193.] 


SESarON  1908. 
July  2Q—Aug.  1 


[L6li— Llo 


Lehmamif    Mr.  Bm   C.  [LeioeBtvr,  Ateicet 
Haroorough] 

Yaooination — Case  of  Mr.  Cooper,  July  27, 
819. 

Leieester  Ckrrporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  J,  2077. 

Leith  Burgh  Bill 

e.  3b.*  July  24,  497. 
/.  Comraom  Amendts.,  Con,*  July  27,  704. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug,  J,  2077. 

Ledie  Estate 

Cases  of  D.  McClean  and  M'Clushy. 
Q.    Mr.  McKean  ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell,  July 

27,  852. 
Q,    Mr.  Lardner  ;   A,    Mr.  Birrell,  Jttly 

29,  1474. 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  S.  LFlmtsMre] 

Transvaal  Mines — Labour  Statistics,  July 
25,  612. 

Lewis  Estate 

Evicted  Tenants,  Reinstatement  of. 

g.     Mr.  Duffy  ;  A,    Air.  BirreU,  July  23, 
358. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Fish  Landed  in  1898  and  1907. 
Q,    3fr.  Weir  ;  A.    Mr.  Sinclair,  Aug.  1, 
2085. 

Fisheries. 

Q,    Mr.  Weir  ;  A,    Mr.  Sinclair,  July  27 

84. 

Houses,  Proposals  for  Rebuilding. 

Q,     Mr.  Weir  ;A.    Mr.  Sinclair,  July  29, 
1466. 

Lochs  Schools,  Cleansing  of. 

Q,    Mr.  Weir ;  A,    Mr.  Sinclair,  July  31, 
1959. 


Migration  Scheme. 
Q.    Mr. Weir; -4. 
313. 


Mi.  Smo\9dc,  July  23, 


Rating  impasse, 
Qs.    Mr.  Weir ;   As,    Mr.  Sinclair,  July 

28,1191;  July29,l4^Q, 
Q,     SirJ.  Dewar ;  i.     Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  29,  1486. 

Sanitary  Condition. 
Q,     Mr.  Weir  ;A.    Mr.  Sinclair,  July  27, 
823. 

Skigersta  Boat  Shelter  and  Sea  Wall. 
Q,    Mr.  Weir  ,  A,    Mr.  Sinclair,  July  23, 
313. 


Licensing  Bill 

Allocation  of  Time  to. 
Q,     Mr.  Bottomley; 
July  23,  366. 


A.    Mr.  Asquith, 


Clause  1,  Interpretation  of. 
Qs,    Mr.  Adkins,  Mr.  C.  Roberts ;    A: 
Mr.  Asquith,  Jtt/y  29, 1511. 

Discussion,  Arrangements  for. 

Os,     Mr.  Asquith,  July  31,  2015 ;    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  2015. 
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Light  Bailways  Aot,  1896 

Amendment  of  certain  clauses,  proposed. 
Os,     Mr.  LuttreU,  July  27,    1025-1026; 
.  Mr.  Bums,  1026. 

Limavady  and  Dtingiyeen  Bailway 

Grant  to. 

Q,    Mr.  Ainsworth  ;  -4.     Mr.  Hobhouse, 
July  27,  817. 

Limerick 

Land  Sale  Negotiations. 

Q,  Mr.  Lundon;    A,    Mr.  Birrell,  July 
28,  1187. 

Lincoln  Corporation  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2076. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Hotel  Licences  Granted  in  Scotland. 
Q,    Mr.    Mitchell-Thomson;       A,    Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  July  27,  848. 

Six- Day  Licences  in  Scotland. 

Q.     Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson ;     ^.     Mr. 
Lloyd-Gcorge,  July  23, 319. 

Listowel 

Fair  Rent  Decisions. 
Q,    Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  July  21, 
1946. 


LiMiowel  Estate 

Disposal  of. 

Q,    Mr.  Flaying. 
1712. 


Mr.  Birrell,  Jtt/y3(?, 


Liverpool 

Cleaye's  case.  Appeal  in. 

Q,    Mr.  H.  Law;    A,     Sir  E  Strachey, 

July  31,  1969. 
Q.    Mr.  Kettle;    A,     Sir  E.  Strachey, 

Aug,  1,  2096. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (General  Powers) 


c  Lords  Amendments  Can,*  July  24,  497. 
I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1.,  2077. 

Liverpool     Corporation    (Streets     and 
Buildings)  Bill 

c.  Con,  and  3b.*  July  22,  69. 
I.  iR.*  July  22,  1. 
2e.  July  27,  701. 

Sessional   Order   as   to   Second   Reading, 
S\ispension  of. 
Os.    Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  July 
27,  701. 


Llangollen 

School  Dispute 

Q.     Lord  R.  Cecil ;  A. 
July  29,  1498. 


Mr.  Rimciman, 


Lloyd-Oeorge,  Et.  Hon.  D.^Chancellor  oj 

the  Exchequer  (Carnarvon) 
Argentina,  Increase  in  British  Trade  with, 
July26,eS5,QSQ. 
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Uojd-Oeorg^,  Bt  Hon.  D.— «on<. 

Armaments,  Limitation  of  Expenditure  on, 
July  25,  690. 

Beer 

Brewing  Statistics  (1820-1907),  July 
30,  1732. 

Use  of  Malt  Substitutes,  July  29,  1469. 

Bisley  Camp  Hawkers*  Licences,  July  29, 
1468. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  Supplementary 
Amount  Included,  July  23,  334  ;  July 
31,  1961. 

Coinage  and  Currency — Exhibition  of  cer- 
tain Specimens,  July  30, 1733. 

Customs  and  Excise 

Amalgamation  Scheme,  July  23, 321. 

Excise  Officers'  Salaries,  July  31, 1960. 

Stock  Taking  System,  July  30, 1738. 

Death  Duties— Receipts  in  1908,  July  23, 
334, 

Finance  Bill,  3b.  July  25,  680-693. 

Procedure  with  Regard  to  Discussion, 
July  25,  680. 

Hop  Industry 

Committee  Report  and  Recommenda 
tions.  Proposals  for  Dealing  with, 
July  31,  2046-2060. 
Legislative  Proposals,  July  27,  856. 
Income-Tax 

Earned  Income,   Definition   of,   July 
23,  320. 

Reduction  Claims,  Date  for  Making, 
July  28,  1198. 

Royalties  on  Patents,  Jvly  27,  847. 

Scottish  Contribution  (1906-8),  July 
23,  336. 

Inland  Revenue  Chemical  Officers,  Petition 
oi,Jvly30,llZ^, 

Returns,  etc..  Required  by,  Jtdy  23, 
320. 

Land  Purchase  Stock 

Applications  for  New  Issue,  July  27, 
829. 

Suggestions  for  Future  Issues,   Jvly 
29,  1610. 

Lewie,  Island  of — Rating  Impasse,  July 
29,  1486. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Hotel  Licences  Granted  in  Scotland, 
July  27,  848. 

Six-Day  Licences  in  Scotland,  July  23, 
319. 

National  Assurance  Company  of  Ireland 

Case  of  Corrigan  v.  Read,   July  29, 
1509,  1510. 

Old-Age  Pensions 

Aliens    in    East    of    London,    Work 
Entailed  by,  July  28,  1186. 

Cost  of,  July  23,  335. 
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Uoyd-Oeorge,  Bt.  Hon.  'D.—tanL 

Old- Age  Pensions— eon<. 

Funds,   Provision  of,   July   25,   681- 
684. 

Medical  Relief  of  Pensioner,  Jmlm  27, 
829. 

Rural  Pensioners,  Estimate  of,  Js/y 
23,  319. 

Old -Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Ameadt*., 
C(m.,  July  31,   1971-1976,    \m. 
1983-1989,  1991,  1994-1999. 
Charitable  Annuities,  Aug.  I,  2086. 

Excise    Officers'    Salaries,     Jnlv   SI 
1960. 

Regulations,  Issue  of,  July  30,  ITOi 

Workhouses,    Position    of    Ptensicoers 
in,  July  30,  1733. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure 

Additional  Expenditure,  Proposab  for 

Meeting,  July  25,  681-685. 
Statistics  for  1907-8,  July  27,  84a 

Welsh  Purposes,  Expenditure  on,  Jtfy 
on,  July  22,  89. 

Spirits— Duties  Paid  in   1907-8,  July  fSL 
1468. 

Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  Jtdy  25,  6^x 
Taxation — Necessity    for    Providing   New 
Sources,  July  25,  690-692. 

Trade,  State  of,  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Stetes,  July  25,  686-689. 

Unemployment  Grant,  Proposals  for,  Jvty 
22,  89 ;  July  23,  319. 

Walsall    Excise     Offences — Fines    (1898- 
1907),  July  29,  1485,  1486. 

•      War  Office  Accounting  Officer.  Name  of. 
July  31,  1960. 

Local  Authorities 

Scottish    Deputation      Expenses — Return 
Ordered,  July  30,  1693. 

Local  Authorities  (Education)  Bill 

Starring  by  the  Government,  proposed. 
Os,     Mr.  J.  CoUings,  July  31,  2024  ;  Mr. 
Asquith,  2024. 


Local  Ooyernment  Board 

Prc^en^— Rt.  Hon.  J. 


Bums. 


F.  G, 


Parliamentary  Secretary — Mr.   C. 
Masterman 

Loans   to   Municipalities,    Conditicms   At- 
tached to. 

Oe.  Mr.  Harmood- Banner,  July  ^. 
1555-1557  ;  Mr.  Buiu*. 
1565-1667. 

Sinking  Funds  on  Public  Buildin^^s — Period 
of  Repayment. 
Os,    Mr.  Harmood -Banner,  July  :^, 
155»»,  1559;     Mr.  Bums,  156ti. 
Vot<*.,  Circumstances  ot  i^assinff. 
Os,     Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  29,  1575. 
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Local  Gtovernment  Board  (Ireland) 


[Loc— Lon 


Annual  Report  Presented,  Jvly  28,  1071, 
1169. 

Auditors. 
Qs.    Mr.     O'Shaughnessy ;        As,    Mr. 
Birrell,  July  23,  362. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Ho.  1)  Bill 

c.  Con*  July  22,  59. 

3b.*  July  23,  296. 
I,  Commons'  Amendt.,  Con*  July  29, 1369. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2075. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2)  BiU 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  8)  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Local    Oovemment   Provisional   Order 
(Ireland)  (No.  4)  BiU 

c.  Rep.*  July  23,  295. 

Can.  and  3b.*  July  24,  498. 
I.  Commons'  Amendt.,  Con*  July  29, 1369. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Local    Government   Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill 

/.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  28,  1070. 

3b.*  July  29,  1369. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Local  Government  Provisional 
(No.  2)  BiU 

l.  Report  *  Jvly  28,  1069. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  28,  1070. 

3b.*  July  29,  1369. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 


Orders 


Local  Government 
(No.  3)  BUI 


Provisional   Orders 


c  Report  *  July  27,  889. 

Con.*  July  28,  1167. 

3b.*  July  31,  1942. 
I.  iB.*  July  31,  1942. 


Provisional  Orders 


Local  (Government 
(No.  4)  BUI 

I.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  28,  1070.  j 

3b.*  July  29,  1369. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Local  Government  Provisional    Orders 
(No.  5)  BiU 

/.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.*  July  28,  1070. 

Rep.  and  3b.*  July  29,  1372. 
c.  Lords    Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  1687. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 
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Local  Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  6)  BUI 

l.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.*  July  28,  1070. 

Rep.  and  3b.*  July  29,  1372. 
e.  Lords    Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  1687^ 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Local  Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  7)  BUI 

/.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  28,  1070. 

3b.*  July  29,  1373. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Local  Government  Provisional   Orders 
(No.  8)  BUI 

I.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  28^  1070. 

3b.*  July  29,  1373. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  J,  2076 

Local  Government  Provisional    Orders 
(No.  9)  BUI 

L  Report  *  July  28,  106ft, 

Com.*  July  28,  1070. 

Rep.  and  3b.*  July  29,  1373. 
c.  Lords    Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  1687 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  BUI 

I.  Report  *  July  28,  1069. 

Com.*  July  28,  1070. 

Rep.  and  3b.*  July  29,  1373. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  1688. 
^  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Local   Government   Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  BUI 

/.  Report*  July  28,  1069. 

Com.*  July  28,  1070. 

Bep.  and  3R.*  /%  ;?9,  1373. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  30,  1688. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,2076- 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  BUI 

c.  l.B*  July  30,  1774. 

Local  Taxation 

See  under  Taxation. 

Lockwood,  Et.  Hn.  Lieu.-CoL  A.  [E^sex, 

Eppiug] 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  Cbntrol  of,  July  27  \ 
855. 

London 

Ambulances  for. 

Qs.  Mr.    Cooper ;     As.  Mr.    Gladstone, 
July  23,  300 ;   July  30,  698. 

London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way  BUI 

c.  3b.*  July  24,  497. 

/.  Commons  Amendts,  Con*  July  27,^J0i. 
Royal  Assent.  Aug,  1,  2077. 
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Xondon  Corporation 

Accounts     (1907),     Presented,     July     23, 
254.   297. 

London  County  Cotmoil,  (Oeneral  Powers) 
Bill 

/.  3R.*JwZy27,704. 

e.  Lords  Amendts,  Con*  Jvly  29,  1447. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  7,  2078. 

London  Connty  Conneil  (Honey)  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  23,  253. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

London  Connty  Conneil  (Tramways  and 
Improvements) 

I.  Commonst  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  22,  2. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

London  and  District  Bleetrieity  Supply 
BiU 


INDEX. 
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Long,  Itt.  tton.  W.  B,-€oni. 

Oonstabnlary— Extra  Police,  July  24,  ^.^. 

Crimes  Act,  Re-impositian  of,  propoted. 
July  30,  1810. 

Education  —  Intermediate  Inspectonte, 
July  30,  1710. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Irelaiid)  Bill,  2b.  J^ 
22,  242-244  ;  Com.  July  27,  001 

Government  Departments,  Colics  oi- 
Progress  made  with  Inquiry,  Julv  3, 
1519-1521. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Ameni- 
ment  Bill,  Com.,  July  22,  23a 

Irish  Grazing  Lands,  Disptttee  as  to,  ^db 
30,  1811. 


c.  2b.  July  30,  1846. 
Proposals  as  to. 
Q8.  Mr.    Morton; 
July  27,  886. 


As.  Mr.    Churchill, 


London  (Equalisation  of  Bates)  Aot 

Accounts — Return  (1907-8)   Ordered,  July 
22,   64. 

Amount  Levied  and  Distributed. 
Q.  Mr.  Bobson  ;  A .  Mr.  Burns,  July  25, 
609. 

London  TTnited  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  23, 
253. 
3r.*  July  27,  704. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  28,  1165. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Londonderry 

Flax  Seed  supplied. 
Q.  Mr.  Barrie;    A,  Air.  T.  W.  Russell, 
July  22,  94. 

Larceny  from  Quay,  Prosecution  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Cherry,  July  27, 
845. 

Postal  StaflF. 

Q.  Mr.  Barrie  ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  July  25, 
609. 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of 

Cattle-Driving  in  Ireland — Action  of  the 
Government,  July  23,  284. 

Proclaimed  Coimties — Imposition  of  Extra 
Police  Rate,  etc.,  July  23,  284. 

Long,  Et  Hon.  W-  H.  [Dublin,  S.] 

Bills,     Private — Suspension    of    Standing 
Order  8,  July  30,  1778-1780. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  29, 
1512. 

Cattle-Driving  Cases — Prosecution  of  OflFcn- 
ders,  Jidy  30,  1810.  ^ 

Condition  of  Ireland,  July  30,  1808-1814. 


Irish  Universities  BiU,  Con.,  July  23, 385, 
395.  397-399,  417,  454;  July  24, 
583  ;  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.,  J^  $i, 

2002. 

Motors 

Dust  JN'uisance,  July  29,  1523. 
Police   Powers,    Increasing,  projJOB^, 

July  29,  1521,  1522,  1529. 
Scouts  giving  Warning  against  Polke 

Traps,     Necessity     for      deaiiDf 

with,  July  29,  1522. 

Signposts,  Duties  of  Local  Authoritia 
in  Connection  with,  July  29, 15S. 
Old- Age   Pensions   Bill,  Lords   Amsidts., 
Con.,  July  31,  1978. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  CV». 
July  28,  1355,  1357.  1358,  1559. 

Tuberculosis  Commission,  Value  of  Woik 
of,  and  Necessity  for  Continimi^ 
Investigations,  July  29,  1524-1558. 

Longwood 

Speeches  of  3Ir.  P.  McKenna  and  Mr. 
McOuire. 

Q.     Captain  Craig;     A.     Mr.  Bir- 
rell,  July  22,  109. 

Lonsdale,  Hr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid.] 

Cattle-Driving 

Government  Attitude,  July  22,  lOL 

Prosecution    of    Offenders,    J^aiy   30, 
1806. 

Consolidated  Pund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2e.  July  30,  1806. 

Cork,  Condition  of,  July  22,  la's. 

Kanturk  Process-server,  Attack  on,  Jidf 
22,  104. 

Newspaper  Postage  Regulations,  July  3L 
1947. 


Consolidated   Fund    (Appropriation)'  Bill, 
2b.  July  30,  1808-1814,  1816. 
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Outrages   in   which   Krearms   were    used, 
July  29,  1505. 

Persons    under    Police    Protection,    Juh 
29,  1504. 

Process-servers,    Protection   of,    Julw  2t, 
104,  105. 

Lord  duunberlain 

ViscoutU  Alihorp.      f^  j 
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]\Ir.     Asquith, 


Lord  Chancellor 

Lord  Lorebiim, 

Lord  Chief  Justice 

Lord  Alveratone, 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain 

Marquess  of  CJiolmondeley. 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Lreland 

Earl  of  Aberdeen, 

Lord  President  of  the  Council 

m.  Hon.  Lord  Twec'lniouth. 

Lord  Privy  Seal 

Marquess  of  Ripon, 

Lords  Lieutenant 

Scottish  Appointments. 
Qs.     Mr.    AVatt;       As. 
July  29,   1465. 

LoreburUi  Lord — Lord  Chancellor 

Ck)mpaniefi  (Consolidation)  Bill,  Com 
Jvly  27,  735  ;    Hep.  Jvly  29,  1427. 

Coats  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  2r.  Jvly  23, 
274. 

Desertion,  Practice  in  Scotland  with  Regard 
to,  Jvly  30,  1687. 

Legislation  by  Reference— Committee  to 
In(]uire  into  Drafting  of  Bills,  Jvly  29, 
1427. 

Law  of  Distress  Amendme..t  Bill,  Com. 
Jvly  23,  259. 

Lunacy  Bill,  2r.  Jvly  29,  1444. 

Married  Women's  I'roperty  Bill,  2b. 
Jvly  27,  736,  7.^. 

Matriir.onial  Causes  Bill,  2b.  Jvly  22,  11. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com,  Jvly  28, 
1077,  1116,  1117;  JRep,  Jvly  29, 
1440.  Commons  Amendts.  to 
Lords  Ameudts.,  Jvly  31,  1924, 
1935. 

Scottish  Crofters,  Arrears  in  Payment  of 
Instalments  by,  etc.,  Jvly  22,  43-46. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland),  Bill,  3b. 
July  23,  273. 

Lotteries  and  Indecent  Advertisements 

Joint  Committee  Report  Presented,  Jvly 
29,  1373,  1512. 

Louth  and  East  Coast  Bailway  (Transfer) 
Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent,  Avg.  1,  2076. 

Lower  Thames  (Grays)  Dock  Bill 

e.  Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  etc.,  and 
Bill  withdrawn,  Jvly  30,  1687. 

Lowther,    Et   Hon.    J.  W.    [Cumberland, 
Penrith] 
[Far  Rulings  as  Speaker,  see  tides  Speaker 
and  Questions.] 
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Lucas,  Lord — Undersecretary  of  State  for  War 

Cavalry  for  Scotland,  Jvly  27,  724. 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Possibility  of 
establishing,  Jtdy  22,    19-21. 

Deputy  -  Lieutenants,  Qualifications  re- 
quired of,  on  Appointment,  Jidy  27, 
726,  727. 

Infantry  Units — Shortage  below  Establish- 
ment, Jxdy  22,  55. 

Special  Reserve 

Equipment  of,  Jvly  22,  55. 

Officers,  Proposals  as  to,  Jvly  22,  66. 

Territorial  Force,  Organisation  of,  and 
Value  as  a  Fighting  Force,  July  22,  18. 

Lunacy 

Asylum.s,  Cost  of. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Richards  ;    A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Jidy  31,  1955. 

Returns  Presented,  Jvly  27,  707,  810. 

Statistics. 

Q.     Mr.     Carlile ;    A,     Mr.    Gladstone, 
July  30,  17f6. 

Three  Counties  Asylums,  Beer  brewed  at. 
Q.     Mr.  Wiles;    A.  Mr.  Gladstone,  Jit/y 
30,  1758. 


Lunacy  Bill 

I.  lE.*  Jvly  22,  3. 
2r.  July  29,  1444. 
Com,  Rep.  and  3b.*  July  30,  1677. 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.] 

Ballyvourneen — ^Case    of    Mrs.    Reardon, 
July  29,  1505. 

Clery  Minors  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Jvly 
29,  1504. 

Cooper  Estate — Cases  of  J.  McGrath  and 
T.  Barry,  July  28,  1186. 

Croker  Estate — Cases  of  Peacocke  and  Mrs. 
Hammersley,  Jvly  29,   1503. 

Dickson  Estate— Disposal  of,  July  29, 1503. 
Limerick  Land  Sale  Negotiations,  Jidy  28, 
1187. 

Lupton,  Mr.  A.  [Lincolnshire,  Sleaford] 

Friendly  Societies — ^Royal  London  Society 
Agreement,  July  30,  1765. 

India 

Bengal,  Partition  of,  July  22,  216. 

Condition  of,  Jtdy  22,  216.;  July  30, 
1745. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Accounts, 
July  22,  218,  219. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  28,    1217; 

July  29, 1483  ;  July  30, 1747,  1748. 

Milk — Tuberculosis    Germs    in,    July    29, 

1637. 
Old- Age  Pensions    Bill,  Lords   Amendts., 

Can.,  July  31,  1979,  1982. 

Post  Office — Small-pox  among  Employees, 

July  28,  1180.  /     r^r^n\o 
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Lupton,  Mr.  A^—cont. 

Vaccination 

Death«»  as  a  Result  of,  July  29,  1537, 
1538. 

Exemption    (Vrtificates    received    in 
^  1907,  July  23,  344. 

Gallimore,  J.,  Case  of,  July  22,  91,  92. 

Luttrell,  Mr,  H.  F.  [Devonshire,  TaNTstock] 
Expiring    Laws    Continuance    Bill,    Con., 
July  27,  1024-1O26. 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896 — Amendment 
of  certain  Clauses,  proposed, /w/y  ^7, 
1025,  1026. 

Lynch,    Mr.    H,    F.'B.    [Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Kipon] 

Macedonian  Reform  Proposals,  JtUy  23, 
332  ;  July  27,  944-950. 

Persia 

Anglo- Russian  Agreement,  Terms  of, 
July  27,  952. 

Arms,  Import  of,  July  30,  1755. 

British  Policy  in,  July  27,  944,  945, 
953-955. 

Constitution — Action  of  the  Shah, 
J«7y2r,  951,  952. 

Frontier  Negotiations  with  Turkey, 
July  23,  331. 

Liakhoff,  Colonel,  Position  of,  July 30, 
1755,    1756. 

Situation  in,  July  23,  333. 

Russian  Loan — Issue  in  Great  Britain, 
July  23,  331. 

Turkish  Customs  Duties,  increase  in — 
Conditions  of  British  Sanction  to, 
July  27,  951. 

Lyttelton,    Et    Hon.    A.    [St.  George'?, 

Hanover  Square] 

Africa,  South 

Administrative  Policy,  Jvly  28,  1247- 
1250. 

Financial  Administration  imder  Crown 
Colony  Government,  July  28, 
1250. 

Manhood  Suffrage,  Results  of  lower- 
ing, July  28,  1248. 

Ceylon,  Pearl  Fisheries,  Leasing  of,  July  28, 
1246. 

Colonial  OflBce— Criticisms  on  late  Under- 
Secretary,  July  28,  1249,  1269. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill,  2r,  Jvly  30, 1878-1880. 

J^atal 

Affairs,   Right    to  criticise,  Jvly  28, 

1275. 
Dinizulu,    Trial    of,    Jvly   28,    1257, 

1258,  1259. 

Martial  Law,  Administration  of,  etc., 
Jvly  28,  1258. 
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Opium  Traffic — Action  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  Hong  Kong,  etc, 
./M/y25, 1245, 126L 

Transvaal 

Chinese    Labour    Question,    Jtdy   28* 

1252,  1253. 
Civil   Servants'   Grievances,  July  28, 

1253-1257. 
Portuguese  Native  Labour — ConditioDs 

of  Employment,  «/tt/y  28,  1251. 

Lyveden,  Lord 

Merchant  Service — Officers'  Training,  Jidy 
27,  720. 

M' Arthur,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Marine  Insurance — P.P.L  Insnranees,  J  via 

27,  883. 

Russo-Japanese  War,  British  Sliippiiig 
Claims, /u/y;?7, 876. 

MoCalmonti  Colonel  J.  [Antrim,  £.] 

Territorial  Force — Jury  Service  of  Offioecs, 
Jvly  30,  1736. 

McCaw,  Mr.  [Down,  W.] 
India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  185- 
187. 

Education  System,  Reform  of,  July  22, 

184. 

Press  Act,  Enforcement  of,  July  22, 
186. 

Railways,  Administration  of,  July  22, 
188,   189. 

Sedition,  Measures  for  dealing   witk, 
July  22^  IS6, 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  R.  [Leicester] 

Africa,  South — Results  of  lowering  Man- 
hood Suffrage,  July  28, 1277. 
Autumn  Session — Business  Axrangemente, 
July  31,  2020. 

Brecon  Open-Air  Meetings,  Police  Attend- 
ance at,  July  29,  1488. 

Expiring   Laws    Continuance     Bill,  Cow. 

Jvly  27,  1011,  1037-1042,  1050. 
Factories — Outworkers  Lists,  Jk/^  27,  814. 

Glasgow  Factory  Outworkers,  Premises  of, 
July  27,  815. 

Home  Work 

Conference  of  Medical   Officers,  Jwtm 
27,  814. 

Returns  of  Addresses,  etc.,  Jvlu  2%, 
1231,  1232,  1233. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Reports  ol, 
Jvly  28,  1231. 

Natal 

Affairs,  Right   to   Criticise,  Julm  21, 
1275,   1276. 
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Xaodonald,  Mr.  J.  'R.—cont. 
Natal — cont 

Dinixulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and  Pro- 
cedure, July  22,  81,   82;      July 
2S,  1279-1281. 
Martial  Law,  Administration  of,  etc., 
July  28,  1278.  i 

Poplar  Poor  Law  Guardians,  Allocation 
of  Clothing  Contracts  by,  July  27, 
819. 

Transvaal  Civil  Servants'  Grievances,  July 
28,  1276. 

Unemployed  Workmen's  Act — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1037-1042,  1050. 

Xaodonnell  of  Swinford,  Lord 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2r.  July  27,  770- 
776. 

Proclaimed  Counties — Imposition  of  Extra 
Police  Rate,  etc.,  July  23,  285-287. 

HcOhee,  7.,  and  Wife 

Sentence  on. 
Qa.     Mr.  Wiles,  Mr.  Crooks;    As.    Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  23,  337. 

HcOillicuddy  Eager  Estate 

Evicted  Tenants'  Applications. 

Q.    Mr.  Boland ;    A,     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
29,  1470. 

McHugh,  Mr.  P,  A.  [SHgo,  N.] 

All-British    Steamship    Route,    Proposals 

as  to,  July  28,  1237. 
Ballinorley   School,   Closing   of,   July   30, 

1767,  1769,  1771. 
Brockagh — Case  of  E.  Gill  more,  July  28, 

1186. 
Education — Use    of    Brown    and    Nolan's 

Reader,  JiUy  29,  1507,   1508. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  Amendment 
Proposals,  July  28,   1242. 

Sligo   Post   Office   Night   Duty,  July   28* 
•     1179. 

Xaokamess,  Mr.  F.  C.  [Berkshire,  Newbury] 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)   Bill, 

3b.  Aug.  1,  2097. 
Expiring    Laws    Continuance    Bill,    Com. 

July  27,  1026,  1037. 
India— Case  of  Mr.  Tilak,  July  28,  1217. 
Motors 

Law,  Necessity  for  Strengthening,  July 

27,  1026,  1037. 
Speed     Regulation,     Aug.     1,     2095, 
2096. 
l^atal 

British  Troops,  July  27,  867. 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and  Pro- 
cedure, July  22,  86,  87;  July 
27,  869,  871,  872,  873  ;  July  31, 
2036 ;    Aug.  1,  2098. 

IndemAity  Bill,  Terms  of,  July  28, 
1242  ;   Aug.  1,  2098. 
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McKean,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Box— Rents  of  B.  O'Reilly,  T.  Walsh  and 
P.  Callan,  July  23,  298. 

Customs    Preventive    Officers,   SyBtem   of 
Appointing,  July  23,  301. 

Leslie  Estate — ^C^ase  of  D.  M' Clean,  ./M/yj?7, 
852. 

McKenna,   Bt.  Hn.   'B,.— First   Lord  of  the. 
Admiralty  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Aberdeen,     Naval      Volunteer      Reserve 
Division  for,  July  30,  1731. 

Admiralty 

Chain  Contracts,  July  28,  1212. 

China    and    Earthenware    Contracts, 
July  22,  75. 

Contracts — Wages    paid    by    Messrs. 
Rolf,  July  27,  820. 

Press,  System  of  giving  Information 
to,  July  27,  822;  July  30, 1892. 

Quantity    Surveyors,    Payments    tOg 
July  28,  1208  ;   July  30,  1740. 

Rough  Carpentrv,  Men  Employed  on| 
July  31,  1950. 

Shipbuilding  Contractors  and  Foreign 
Contracts,  July  28, 1204, 1205. 
Coal  Supply,  July  28, 1196. 

Coastguard    Service  —  Men  Required  for 
Naval  Manoeuvres,  July  28,  1177. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  2r. 
July  30,  1892. 

Court  Martial  Trials  in   1907-8,  July  28, 
1178  ;    July  30,  1743. 

"  Defence  " 

Date  of  completing,  Aug,  1,  2083. 

Wages  of  Fjigine-Fitters,  Ji'ly  27,  822. 
Deptford  Victualling  Yard 

Discharge  System,  JWy  29, 1481. 

Labourers  Employed  on  Coopers  Work, 
July  27,  S20. 

Overtime,  July  30, 1742. 

Storehouse   Staff,    Pay   of,   July   30, 
1743. 

Dockyards — Wages   of  Joiners,   July   27, 

845. 
Expenditure — Comparison  with  Germany, 

Jhly  28,  1210,  1211. 

"  Gladiator,"  Use  of  Camels  in  Salving, 

July  23,  326. 
"  Indomitable  "  Speed Te^t,Aug.  1, 2084. 

Invcrgordon  Naval  Base  Scheme,  July  29, 

1468. 
"  Invincible  " — ^Wages  of  Electrical  Wiie 

Workers,  July  28,  1210. 

Keyham    Private    Students,    Commissions 
offered  to,  July  23,  312. 

Manoeuvres,  Aug.  1,  2084. 

"  Good  Hope  "   and  "  Argyll  **   Case, 
Jw/y3(?,  1741,  1742. 

.  Report  on,  Jt/^y  3^,  1739. 
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XoKenna,  Bt.  Hon.  R.—cont, 

Merchant  Shipping — Protection  in  War 
Time,  July  28,  1209. 

Mess  Debts,  Pa3rment  of,  July  29, 1455. 

Obsolete  Vessels,  Cost  of  and  Price  Realised , 
July  27,  821. 

Officers 

Business  Engagements  of,  July  22,  76. 

Interpreters,  Number  Eligible  as,  July 
31,  1950. 

Ordnance  Department — Storehouse  Clerks, 
Petition,  July  30,  1742. 

Osborne — Cadets'Exaraination  Papers,  tfu/y 

22,  77. 

Paymasters — Promotion  System,  July  28, 
1197. 

•      Portsmouth  Gun  Wharf  Fire  in  1907,  July 

23,  325. 

Press  Communications  by  Naval  Officers, 
Rule  as  to,  July  28,  1211,  1212  ;  July 
30,  1744. 

Reserve — Decoration  and  Promotion,  July 
30,  1739. 

"  Rohilla  "  Contract— Wages  of  Workmen, 

July  28,  1172. 
Rosyth  Works 

Area  of  Site,  July  27,  823. 

Date  of  completing,  July  27,  821. 
Shipbuilding  Programme,  Aug.  1,  2084. 

Comparison  with  Germany,  July  29, 
1478,  1479,  1480,  1481. 

New  Armoured  Cruiser,  July  27, 821. 

Submarine  A  9,  Accident  in,  July  30,  1738. 

"  Superb/*  Fitters  employed  on,  July  28, 
1205. 

*'  Temeraire,"  Apprentices  employed  on, 
July  28,  1206. 

Torpedo-Boat  Destroyers 

Contracts  for,  July  30,  1744. 
German  Programme,  July  28,  1209. 

Trial  Trips  of  New  Vessels,  July  30, 1740. 

West  India  Dock  Stores,  Wages  at,  July  27, 
845. 

"  Whiting,"  Crew  of,  etc.,  July  31,  1951. 

Wireless  Telegraphy — Admiralty  StaflF,  July 
27, 823. 

McLaren,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Staffordshire,  W.] 

Man,  Is le  of — Racing  by  E  xc  ursion  Steamers , 
July  28,  1235, 

Maclean,  Mr.  D.  [Bath] 

Indian  Government  Churches  use  of,  July 
22, 220-222. 

Marine  Insurance — P.  P.  I.  Insurances, 
July  27,  883. 

Macnamara,    Dr.    T.    J. — Secretary    to   the 
Admiralty  [Camber wel',  N.] 

Estimates — ^Application  of  Surpluses  to  meet 
Deficiencies,  July  27,  1063. 
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Naval  Marriages  Bill,   Com,  July  27,  1057, 

Rosyth  Works,  Expenditure  on,  July  27, 
1064. 

MacNeiU,  Mr.  J.  G.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Bills,    Privat-e — Suspensions    of    Standing 
Order  8,  Jnly  30,  1776. 

Brookborough — Orange  Arches   on  Public 

Road, /«/y2P,  1505. 
Cattle-Driving — Government  Attitude,  /t% 

22,  100. 
.    Condition  of  Ireland — System    of  iasmng 

Police  Reports,  July  22,  111. 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)   BilL 

2b.  July  30,  1844-1846,  1885-1890. 

Contempt   of   Court — Remission    of  IrBh 
Sentences,  July  22,  102,  103,  104. 

Corporal  Punishment 

Procedure  in  imposing  Sentence,  J^ 

29,  1490. 
Sentences    inflicted   by   Judges    and 

Prison  Governors,  etc.,  July  30, 

1888-1890. 

Natal 

Administration,  Discussion  of»  Jidy  2Sr 
July  28,  1243,  1244. 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and  Pro- 
cedure, July  22,  87,  88 ;  July  27, 
870,  873,  874,  875. 

Indemnity  Bill,  Terms  of,  Jvly  27,  874. 

National  Assurance  Company  of  Ireland — 

Case  of  Corrigan  v.  Read,  Jii^  29, 

1508,  1509,  1510. 
Women's      Suffrage      Movement — ^Prison 

Treatment,   July  23,   339;  July   30, 

1844,  1885-1888,  1900. 

Macpherson,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Preston] 

Submarine  A9,  Accident  in,  July  30, 1738. 

Willesden     Education     Committee    Area 
Scheme,  July  28,  1182. 

MacVeagh,  Mr.  J.  [Down.  s.  ] 

Autunm  Session — Business  Arrangements, 
July  31,  2021-2023. 

Expiring   Laws    Continuance    Bill,    dmu 
July  27,  1  050-1054,  3b.,  1054,  1055. 

Osborne — Cadets^     Examination    Paper?, 
July  22,  76. 

MacVeigh,  Mr.  C.  [Donegal,  E.] 

Wallace  Estate—Sale  Proposals,  July  2i, 
72. 

Macclesfield    and    District    Tramwap 
(Abandonment)  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  23,  253. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2077. 


Macedonia 

Bands,  Suppression  of. 
Q.    Dr.   Rutherford;  A 
July  23,  332. 


Sir  E.    Grey. 
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Ck)nditioii    of    Affairs    in — Necessity    for 
pressing  Reforms,  etc. 
Os,    Mr.    A.    Ponsonby,    July    27, 
939-944 ;  Mr.  Lynch,  944-960  ; 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  956 ;  Earl  Percy, 
962-964;  Sir  E.  Grey,  966-969, 
971. 
Q,    Mr.  Lynch;   A,    Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  23,  332. 

Turkish  Army  in.  Responsibility  for 
Maintenance  of. 

Os.     Earl  Percy,  Jtdy  27,  964 ;  Sir 
E.  Grey,  964,  966. 

Madden  Estate 

Case  of  D.  Borgan. 
Q.    Mr.     Abraham;    A.    Mr.     Birrell, 
Jvly  22,  74. 

Maddison,  Mr.  F.  [Burnley] 

Expiring  Laws  Ck>ntinuance  Bill,  Com. 
July  27,  1042. 

Railways — ^Automatic  Couplings,  Jvly  27, 
881,  882. 

Unemployed  Workmen's  Act — Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  proposed,  Jvly  27,  1042. 

Maghery 

Catholic  Excursion  on  5th  inst. 

Q,    Mr.   P.    O'Brien;  A.    Mr.   Birrell, 
July  27,  850. 

MagnnSi  Sir  P.  f  l^ndon  University] 

Lrish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  409, 
430,  448-452,  462;  Jvly  24,  514, 
673,  574,  589,  594;  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  2008. 

Draft  Charters,   Amended,   Issue  of, 
July  22,  105. 

Titles  of  New  Universities,  Jtdy  22,111. 

Milk,  Tuberculosis  Germs  in,  July  29, 1546. 

Tuberculosis  Commission,  Value  of  Work  of 
and  Necessity  for  continuing  Investi- 
gations, July  29,  1545-1547. 

Han,  Isle  of 

Deputation  to  Home  Secretary. 

Os.    Mr.  Seddon,  Jvly  31,  2058,  2069 ; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  2061. 

Excursion  Steamers,  Racing  by. 

Q.    Mr.    McLaren;   A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
Jtdy  28,  1235. 

Jfanchester 

Disturbances — Sentences   on  Leaders. 
Os.     Mr.   ClyncH,   July  30,    1893-1896; 
Mr.  Gladstone,  1897,  1898. 

Post  Office  Staff. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson  ;  A.    Mr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  1951. 

Unemployment  Grant. 

Q.     Mr.  Clynes ;     A.     Mr.  Bums,  July 
30,  1700. 
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Manohester  Corporation  BID 

/.  3r.*  July  23,  253. 

c.    Lords'    Amendments,    Con*   July   24, 

497. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Marchamley,  Lord 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of 
Voters  (Ireland)  Bill.  2r.  July  27, 
737. 

Margate  Corporation  Bill 

I.  3e.*  July  22,  1. 

c.    Lords'    Amendments,    Con*   July   24, 

497. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Marine  Insurance 

P.P.I.    Insurances. 

Qs.     Mr.  Maclean,  Mr.  McArthur ;    As. 
Mr.  Churchill,  July  27,  883. 

Markluun,   Mr.    A.    B.    [Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield] 

Companies  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  998. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Com, 
July  27,  1028-1032,  1054. 

Motors 

Law,     Necessity    for    Strengthening, 
July  27,  1028,   1031. 

Omnibus  Speed  Regulations,  July  27, 
1029. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.  July  27, 
1004. 

Public  Works  Loans  (Remission)  Bill, 
Expenses  Resolution,  July  23,  492. 

Marks,  Mr.  0.  C.  [Cornwall,  Launceston] 
Patents    and    Designs    Act — Compulsory 
Working  of  Patents,  July  30,  1695. 

Marriages 

Ireland — Annual  Report  Presented,  July 
26,  598;    July  27,  706. 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  July  28,  1069. 

Com.  and  Rep*  July  29,  1369. 

3e.*  July  30,  1634. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Married  Women's  Property  Bill 

I.  IR.*  July  1'?,  3. 

2r.*  July  27,  736  ;  July  28.  1165. 
Com.  and  Rep.*  July  29.  1440. 
3r.*  July  30,  1677. 
Royal  A'^Hent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Marsham  Estate 

Case  of  M.  Dunne. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Smyth ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell, 

July  30,  1700. 

Maryborongh 

Postman,  Speech  bv. 

Q.     Sir    C.    Hilf;       A.     Mr.    Buxton, 
July  29,  1494DigitizedbyV^OOgle 
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Mason,  Mr.  A.  E.  W.  [Coventry] 
British  Indians  in  the  C^olonies. 

Agreement  as  to,  proposed,  Jvly  31, 

2027,  2028. 
Report  of  Mr.  W.  L.  MacKenzie  King* 

July  SU  2025-2027. 

MaMie,  Mr.  J.  [Wiltshire,  Cricklade] 

Irish  Universitifs  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  426; 
July  24, 660,  573. 574,  577-580  ;  Lords* 
Amendments,  Con.,  July  31,  2009. 

Matrimonial  Canies  Bill 

/.  2e.,  Jvly  22,  4. 

Mayo,  Earl  of 

Bee  Pest  (Ireland)  Bill.  Com.  July  29, 1394 

Cattle-driving  in  Ireland — Action  of  the 
Government,  July  23,  289. 

Irish  Universities  Bill.  2r.  July  27,  775-779  > 
Com.,  July  30,  1637-1639,  1643.  1650- 

Land  Purchase — Existing  Agreements  and 
Contracts,  July  23,  274. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com,  July  2S, 
1109,    1159. 

Meat  Supply 

Beef  Prices  in  1907-8. 
Q.     Lord  R.  Cecil;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 

July  25,  600. 
Q.     Mr.    Cooper;       A,     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  30,  1721. 

Inquiry. 

Q.     Mr.   Howard; 

July  23,  343. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  Redmond; 

chill,  Jidy  25,  610. 
Qs.     Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell. 

Mr.  E.  Barry,  Mr.  Gardner;     As. 

Mr.  Churchill,  July  27,  884. 
Qs.     Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Flynn ;     As.     Mr. 

ChurchiU,  July  28,  1236. 
Qs.     Mr.    Courthope,    Mr.    H.    Beach; 

As.     Mr.  Churchill,  July  29,  1491. 


A.     Mr.   Churchill, 
A.     Mr.  Chur- 


Medical  Officers  of  Health 

Reports  of. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    R.    Macdonald.      A.     Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  28,  1231. 

Meehan,  Mr.  7.  [Leitrim,  N.] 

Belcoo  and  Enniskillen  Loan  Fund,  Posi- 
tion of,  July  27,  849. 

FoUiott  Estate — Case  of  M.  Felby,  July 
28,  1178. 

West  Estate^ — Case  of  Peter  D.  Kelly,  July 
27,  849.  , 

Meehan,  Mr.  P.  A.  [Queen's  Co.,  Leix] 

Annagh   Post   Office  Appointments,  July  \ 
24,  499.  I 

I 

Members  of  Parliament  I 

Return  as  to  Names,  etc. — Order  of  23rd 
.June  read,  etc.,  and  Return  Sub- 
stituted, July  28,  1170. 
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Merchant  Shipping 

Casualties  (1906-1907)— Report  Presented, 
I  July  23,  254,  297. 

Lossof  Life— Return  (1891-1907)  Presented 
July  i?5,  1071,  1168. 

Progress— Return  Ordered,  July  30,  16dt 

Protection  in  War  Time. 

Q.     Mr.    Staveley   -    HiU ;  A.     Mr. 

McKenna,  July  28,  1207. 
Officers'  Training. 

Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  22,  46-49; 
lA>rd  Muskerry,  49 ;  Earl  of  Graaard, 
50  ;  Lord  Muskerry,  July  27,  708, 
723;  Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalaell, 
716  ;  Lord  Lyveden,  720  ;  Marquess " 
of  Sali8bury,*721. 

Merchant  Shipping  Acts 

Section   78 — Report   Presented,   July  30, 
1636, 1690. 

Merthyr  Tydvil 

,  Police  Pension  Rights. 

Q.    Mr.  K.  Hardie  ;  A.     Mr.  H.  Samuel, 

I  JtUy  27,  879. 

I  Merthyr  Tydvil  Corporation  Bill 

I  /.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  7,  2077. 

Meteorological  Committee 

Report  Presented,  July  27,  7(y7,  809. 

Metronolitan  Commons  Provisional  Ordtr 
Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,  2075. 

Metropolitan  Pistrict  Railway  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Tramways  BUI 

f.  Con.  and  3r.*  July  27,  807. 
/.  Commons*    Amendt«.,   Con.*    July    28^ 
1069. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board 

Clerks  Employed  by. 

Q.     Mr.  Carlile;     A.     Mr.  Bums,  Jui^' 
23,  344. 

Meysey-Thompson,  Mr.  E.  C.  [St&ffcH^- 

shire,  Handsworth] 

Hamstead  Colliery  Disaster — Recognition 
of  Bravery  of  Rescuers,  July  25, 
338. 

Midleton,  7isconnt 

Army 

Reductions  Effected,  July  22,  26,  27. 
Strength — Return  proposed,  /Wy  221, 
27. 

Territorial  Force,  Organisation  of  and 
Value  as  a  Fighting  Force,  July 
22,  26. 

Compulsory  Military   Service,    Possibility 
of  Establishing,  July  22,  26. 
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Kidletoxii  Yisconnt'-cont. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  2S, 
1100, 1130, 1151  ;  Commons'  Amendts. 
to  Lords*  Amendts.,  July  31,  1924, 
1933. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill,  2b.  July  22,  50; 
Com.  July  27,  730,  733. 

Telegraph  (Construction)  Bill,  Com,  July 
27,  734,  735. 

KUdmay,  Mr.  F  B.  [Devonshire,  Totnes] 

Post  Office  Pensions,  Payment  of,  July  SO, 
1704. 

Mile  End  Boad 

Motor  Omnibus  Accidents. 

Q.     Mr.  B.  S.  Straus ;      A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  22,  65. 

Tramway,  see  Aldgate — ^Tramway  to  Bow. 

Kilford  Estate 

Sale  Proix>sal8. 

Q,     Mr.  J.  O'Donnell;    A.    Mr.  Birrell. 
July27,%bZ, 

Kilitia 

Abolition  of. 

Os,     Mr.  Bcllairs,  Jvly  27,  936. 

Ballot  Act,  Position  of. 
Oa.    Sir  S.  Scott,  Jvly  27,  1023,  1024  ; 
Mr.  Acland,  1023. 

Officers — Commissions  in  the  Regular  Army. 
O^.     Mr.   W.   Nicholson,  July  27,  915. 

Organisation  under  new  Scheme. 
Ofi.     Mr.  Haldane,  July  27, 892. 

Kilk  Supply 

Condensed  Milk  Company  case. 

Q.     Mr.  Boland;    A.     Sir  E.  Strachev, 
Aug.  1,  2084. 

Legislative  Proposals. 

Os.     Mr.  Summerbell,  July  29,  1531. 

Tuberculosis  Germs  in  Milk, 

0^».     Mr.  Lupton,  July  29,  1539;   Sir  P. 
Magnu.«,  1546. 


SESSION  1908.  [Mid— Moo 

July  22— Aug.  1. 

HiohellThomson,  Mr. W.—cont. 


Millport 

Telegraph  Facilities. 

Q,    Mr.    Lamont ; 

July  29,  1493. 


Mr.    Buxton, 


Mitchel!  ThomBon,  Mr.  W.  [/Anark,  N.  W.] 

Liquor  Trafl^c 

Hotel  Licences  granted  in  Scotland, 
July  27,  848. 

Six-Day  Licence**  in  Scotland,  July  23. 
319. 
St.  Vincent 

Carib  Canal,  July  28,  1222,  1312. 

Relief  Fund — ^Distribution  of  Balance, 
July  28,  1312,  1315.  1327. 

Siam,    New    Agreement    with,    July    25, 
612. 
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Tobacco — Expenditure  by  Working  Classes, 
July  22,  70. 

West  Indies,  Cable  Communication  with, 
July  28,  1316,  1317. 

Mohill 

Seed  Loan — Period  for  Repayment. 

Q,  Mr.    T.    F.  Smyth;   A.    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  30,  1705. 

Molteno,  Mr.  P.  A.  [Dumfriesshire] 
Suez  Canal 

British  Government's  Voting  Power  on 
Company,  July  23,  329. 

Dues,   Dissatisfaction  with,  July  23, 
320,  330. 


Monaghan 

Evicted  Tenants. 
Q.     Mr.  Lardner ; 
J,  2079. 


A.    Mr.  Birrell,  Aug. 


Lords  Amendts.: 


Mr.  Birrell,  JttZy  23, 


Mend,  Mr.  A.  [Cheater] 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill, 
Con.,  July  31, 1993. 

Monedarrah 

Grazing  Land,  Sale  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Farrell ;  A. 
362. 

Montagu,     Mr.     E.     S.     [Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton] 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill. 

2r.,  July  30,  1835. 
Half-timers  Committee,  Scope  of  etc.,  July 
lij  29,  1495  ;  July  30,  1835. 

Prisons — Books  for  Prisoners,  July  23,  300  ; 

July  29,  1489. 
Small   Holdings   Act,    Administration   of, 

July  31,  2053-2055. 

Montagu  of  Beaulien,  Lord 

Motors 

Dust  Nuisance,  July  29,  1381,  1383. 

Horns,  Prohibition  of,  proposed,  July 
29,  1382. 

Speed  Restrictions,  July  29,  1381. 

Mooney  Mr.  J.  J.  [Newry] 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Loids 
Amendts.,  July  29,  1632. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  Lords  Amend- 
ment, J^dy  31,  2014. 

Moore,  Mr.  W.  [Armagh,  N.] 

Army    Territorial    Force — Jury   Service, 

July  27,  860. 
Cattle-driving — Government  Attitude,t/«Zy 

22,  100. 
Cork,  Condition  of,  July  22,  105 
C-anagill — Orange  Order,  Use  of  Highway 

by,   July   25,    615,    616;     July     29, 

1502.  Digitized  by  i^OOQle 
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Moore,  Mr.  W,—cont. 

Grand  Jury  (Ireland)  A?t  (1836)  Amend- 
ment Bid,  Com.,  July  22,  230,  233. 
235,  237,  240. 

Hynes  Estate  Sale  Proposals,  July  31, 
1945.  *^  ^ 

Irish  Univerfities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23^ 
372-374,  395,  423,  43l),  440-442. 
464,  476 ;  July  24,  512,  558  *567, 
571,  575,690,594. 

Titles  of  New  Universities,  Julv  22 . 
111.  ^ 

Sligo,  Condition  of,  July  22,  97. 

Vermin,  Legislative  Measures  for  suppress- 
ing»  July  25,  613. 

Moray,  Firth 

Trawling  Negotiations. 

Q.    Mr.    Sutherland;    A,    Mr.    Asquith, 
July  28,  1241. 

Morgan,  Mr.  G  E.  [Cornwall,  Truro] 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  Jtdy  24, 
624-527,663;  Lords  Amendts.,  Co/i., 
J^y  31,  2007. 

Morocco 

Clark-Kennedy,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Qs,  Mr.   Fell,  Mr.   Ashley;    As,  Sir  E. 
Grey,  July  28,  1229. 

MorrcU,  Mr.  P.  [Oxon,  Heuley] 

Agricultural  Credit  Banks— Foreign  Sys- 
tems, July  29,  1462. 

1        Edenbridge—Case  of  D.  Nicholls,  July  27, 
[  844  ;    Jtdy  29,  1493. 

Small  Holdings  Act,  Administration  of, 
July  31,  2060-2053. 

Morrison-Bell,  Captain  K  F.  [Devon,  Ash. 

bui'ton] 

Army 

,  Officers 

Promotion,  Effect  of  Special  Re- 
nerve  on,  July  27,  919, 
934-936. 

Supply  of,  July  27,  920. 

Reductions  Effected,  July  27,  918. 

Special  Reserve,  New  Rifles,  Date  of 
supplying,  July  27,  920. 

Rifle  Clubs,  War  Office  Assistance  to, 
July  29,  1457. 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Sutherland] 

Consolidated    Fimd    (Appropriation)    Bill, 

3r.  Aug.  1,  2104-2106. 
Creich     Crofters,     House?,     Burning     of, 

July  25,  613;    July  29,   1500,   1501; 

Aug.  i,  2096,  2097. 

Indian  CTiurches,  Use  of,  July  22,  226. 

London  Electricity  Bills,  Proposals  as  to, 
July  27,  886. 

Motors — Speed  Regulation,  A  >t<j  1,  20C5. 
Scottish  Votes,  Inadequate  Time    allowed 
for  Discussion,  July  ol,  2105,  2106. 
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Thurso,  Steamboat  Service  with,  Julv  29^ 
1500.  ^ 

Tobacco — ^Scottish    Cultivation.    Aug.    L 
2097. 

Unemployment— Scottish    Distress    Com 
mittee  Grant,  July  31,  2104 

Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  etc,  Bill 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077 

Motors 

Accidents  due  to— Statistics. 

Os.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Jvly  29, 
1376;  Earl  of  HaUbury,  1387; 
Earl  Ruse  3ll,  1389. 

Competitions  on  Public  Highways. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;  A.  Mr.  Boms. 
J^uly  28,  1239. 

[Oust  Nuisance. 
Oa.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  J«^  29, 
1374,  1376-1378  ;  Lord  Montagu  of 
Beaulieu,  1381,  1383;  Lord  Alien- 
dale,  1386;  Earl  of  Halsbory, 
1387 ;  Earl  RusseU,  1391 ;  Mr.  W. 
Long,  1523  ;  Mr.  Summerbell.  1530; 
Mr.  Chaplin,  1540. 

Q.  Mr.  Herbert;  A.  Mr.  Bums.  J^ 
28,  1240. 

Horns,  Prohibition  of,  proposctJ. 

08.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Jnly  29, 
1377 ;  Lord  Montagu  of  Beaidiev, 
1382  ;  Lord  AUendale,  1384  ;  Earl 
of  Halsbuiy,  1388;  Earl  RusselL 
1389. 

Law  as  to.  Necessity  for  strengthening. 
Os.  Mr.  Mackamess,  July  27,  1026, 
1037 ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason.  1027,  1036. 
1037;  Mr.  Markham,  1028,  1031; 
Mr.  Burns,  1032-1036  ;  Mr. 
Herbert,  July  29,  1528;  Mr. 
Summerbell,  1530  ;  Mr.  Bums.  1562- 
1564 ;  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
1374-1380;  Lord  Allendale,  1833; 
Earl  of  Halsbury,  1387-1389. 
Omnibus 

Breakdowns. 

Qs.     Mr.  S.  Collins,  Earl  WintertcD  ; 
As.     Mr.  Gladstone,  July  28,  1234. 
Q.     Mr.  S.  Collins;    A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  30,  1757. 
Licensing,  Conditions  attached  to. 
Os.     Mr.  Gladstone,  July  29,  1606; 
Sir  H.  Craik,  1605. 
Routes,  Powers  of  Police  to  vary,  etc 
Os.     Sir  H.   Craik,  July  29,   1598- 
1600;   31r.  Gladstone,  1604. 
Speed  Regulations. 

Os.     Mr.  Markham,  July  27,  1029. 
Scouts  giving  Warning  against  Polite  Trape. 
Necessity  for  dealing  with. 

Oa.  Mr.  W.  Long.  July  29,  1522 ; 
Mr.  Herbert,  1528  ;  Mr.  Bums. 
1563. 

Qs.     Mr.    Cox,   Mr.    J.    C.    Wason. 

^  ••     ^^'  PimWAfy  30,  1761.' 
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Motors— con<. 

SigQ  Posts,  Duties  of  Local  Authorities  in 
coanectioD  with. 
Os,     Mr.  W.  Long,  July  29,  1523 ; 
Mr.  Burns,  1563. 

Speed  Restrictions. 

Os.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Jtdy  29,  1378,  1379;  Lord 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  1381  ; 
Lord  Allendale,  1384-1386 ; 
Earl  Russell,  1389-1391 ;  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  1392  ;  Earl 
of  Bonoughmore,  1392;  Mr. 
Herbert,  Jvly  29,  1529,  1530 ; 
Mr.  Chaplin,  1639  ;  Sir  F. 
Channing,  1544,  1545;  Blr. 
A.  S.  Wilson.  1552. 

Qs,  Mr.  Mackamess,  Mr.  Morton, 
Mr.  Cox  ;  As.  Mr.  Bums,  Aug. 
1,  2095. 

Automatic  Restriction. 

Q.  Mr.  Cox ;  A.  Mr.  Bums,  July 
27,  818. 

Police  Powers,  increasing,  proposed. 
C«.     Mr.   W.  liong,  July  29,  1521, 
1522,  1529. 

Monnt  Edgcombe,  Earl  of 

Old -Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28,  1115. 

JKonntmelliok 

Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme — Case  of  M. 
Belany. 

Q.  Mr.  }r)elaay;  A.  Mr.  .Birrell, 
July  27,  851. 

JCnnicipal  Franchise    (Mercantile  Cor- 
porations and  Companies)  Bill]. 

/.  R3port  from  Standing  Committee,  July 
23,  255. 

Be  p.*  July  27,  740. 

3b.*  July  28,  1165. 
c.  iR*  July  29,  1513. 

Jfurphy,  Mr.  J.  (Kerry,  E.) 

Education  Grant,  Additional,  Distribution 
of,  July  27,  832. 

Jfnscat 

Traffic  in  Arms. 

Qs.     Mr.  Rees,  Sir  G.  Parker ;   As.    Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  28,  1213. 

:Jinskerry,  Lord 

Merchant    Service— Training    of    Officers, 

Ju'y  22,  49 ;   July  27,  708,  723. 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Cow.  July  28,  1117. 

-Myer,  Mr.  H.  (Lambeth,  N. ). 

Tramways — Spaed  of  Cars  in  London,  July 
28,  1234 

IVannetti,  Mr.  J.  P.  (Dublin,  College  Green) 
Dunbar  —  Sub  -  PoatmastersJiip     Vacancy, 
July  29,  1453. 
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Nannetti,  J.  P.— com<. 

Police— Weekly  Day  of  Rest,  Ballot  for, 
July  30,  1727. 

Warrenpolnt  Excursion  Fatality,  July  29, 
1508. 


Nason  Estate 

Case  of  Mrs.  M.  Eagan. 

Q.    Mr.     Abraham ;      A,     Mr.     Birrell, 
July  22,  73. 


Natal 


Administration,  Freedom  for  Discussion  of. 
Os.  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Speaker,  J^dy  28, 
1243  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonidd,  1275, 
1276  ;  Mr.  Lytt«lton,  1275  ;  Mr.  G. 
Greenwood,  1295,  1296;  Mr. 
Boulton,  1323. 

British  Lidians,  see  that  title. 

British  Troops. 

Qs.  Mr.  G.  Gooch,  Mr.  Mackamess; 
As.  Mr.Haldane,  Mr.  Speaker,  July 
27,  867. 

Dinizulu,  Case  of. 

Os.    }iT.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1257,  125S, 

1259;  ColonelSeely,  1262, 1325, 1331 ; 

Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald,  1279 ;  Sir  G. 

Parker,   1286;  Mr.  G.   Greenwood, 

1297,  1299,  1309 ;    Earl  Winterton, 

1302;   Lord   Balcarres,    1325;   Mr. 

Mackamess,  July  31,  2036 ;  Colonel 

Seeiy,  2036 ;  Mr.  Mackamess,  Aug.  J, 

2098. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald  ;     A.     Colonel 

Seely,  July  22,  81. 
Qs.    Mr.    Mackarnes?,   Mr.    Flynn,   Mr. 

MacNeill,    Mr.    H.    P.    Pease,    Mr. 

Byles,  Mr.  A.  Dewar,  Sir  G.  Parker ; 

As.     Colonel    Seely,    Mr.    Speaker, 

July  22,  86. 
Q.    Mr.    H.    J.    Wilson;   A.    Colonel 

Seely,  July  27,  839. 
Qs.    Mr.     Mackamess,     Mr.     MacNeill, 

Mr.   H.   P.   Pease,  Mr.  Nield ;    As. 

Colonel  Seely,  Mr.  Speaker,  July  27, 

869,  871,  873,  875. 
Qs,    Mr.     Byles;    As.     Colonel     Seely, 

July  30,  1749. 
Q.    Mr.  Bridgeman ;    A.     Colonel  Seely; 

Aug.  1,  2094. 

Indemnity  Act. 

Os.  Colonel  Seely,  July  28,  1266,  1267, 
1331,  1332;  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald, 
1277 ;  Mr.  G.  Greenwood,  1301, 
Mr.  Mackamess,  Aug.  1,  2098 ;  Mr. 
G.  Greenwood,  2099,  2101  ;  Mr* 
Byles,  2109 ;  Colonel  Seely,  2100. 

Qs.  Mr.  G.  Greenwood,  Dr.  Rutherford  ; 
As.     Colonel  Seely,  July  27,  871. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill;  A.  Colonel  Seely, 
July  27,  874. 

Q.  Mr.  Mackamess;  A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
J^dy  28,  1242. 

Qs.    Mr.   G.   Greenwood ;    As.     Colonel 
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Natal— ron/. 

Martial  Law,  Administration  of,  etc. 
Os.     Mr.  Lyttelton.  Jw/y  2S,  1258 ;  Mr. 
J.    R.    Macdonald,    1278;     Sir   G. 
Parker,    I28,>;  Mr.   G.   Greenwood, 
1297-1300. 

Native  Affairs — Correspondence  presented* 

July  24,  499 ;  July  27,  706. 
Native  Races,  Treatment  of. 

Os.     Mr.  G.  Greenwood,  July  28,  1308- 
1311. 

Trial  for  certain  Crimes— Despatch,  etc., 
presented,  July  27,  706,  809. 

National  Asraranoe  Corny  any  of  Ireland 

Case  of  Corrigan  v.  Read. 
Q«.     Mr.    MacNeill,    Mr.   J.   Campbell; 
As.     Mr.  Lloyd -George  ,jMr.  Speaker, 
July  29,   1508. 

National  Delt 

Redemption  of. 
Oa.     Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,  July  29, 1406, 
1406 ;  Earl  of  Crewe,  1422. 

Reduction,  Employment  of  Sums  devoted 
to.  ^ 

Os.     Lord  Faber,  July  29,  1418,  1419; 
Earl  of  Crewe,  1421. 

Sinking  Fund,  Allegations  as  to  Raids  on 
by  Salisbury  Government. 

Os.     Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,  July  29, 
1403,  1404;   Lord  Faber,  1417. 

National  Income 

Statistics  as  to. 

Os.     Earl  of  Crewe,  July  29,  1421. 

Batnral  History  Mnsenm 

Directorship  Vacancy. 
Q.    Mr.  Sears;    A.    Mr.  Asquith,  Jvly 
24,  506. 

Naval  Lands  (Volunteers)  Bill 

c.  Com.*  7?cp.and  3b.*  July  23,  4,9i. 
I.     iR.*     Jvly     25, 
/.  iR.*  July  25,  597. 

2r.  July  29,  1445. 

Com.  Hep.&nd  3r.*  July  30,  1677. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,  2074. 

Naval  Marriages  Bill 

c.  2r.*  July  23,  494. 

Com.  and  3r.  July  27,  1056. 
I.  iR.*  July  28,  1072. 

2r.  July  29,  1433. 

Com.,  Rep.  and  3r.*  Jvly  30,  1676. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Navigation  and  Shipping 

Annual    Statement    presented,    July    30, 
1635,  1689. 

Navy 

First  Zorrf— Rt.   Hon.   R.   McKenna. 
Financial  Secretary— Dr.  T.   J.   Macna- 
mara. 

Accidents    and    Casualties— Return   pre, 
sente(J,  July  29,  1450 ;  Jvly  30,  1692. 
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Coal  Supply. 

C.f   Mr.  Watt;    A.     Mr.  McKenna,  Jirfy 
i^[J8,  1195. 

Coastguards,  s(e  thtU  tiUe. 

Comparative    Strength — Return    ordered, 
Jvly  28,  1072,  presented  1160. 

Court  Martial  Trials  in  1907-8. 

Qs.     ifr.     Xield;   As.     Mr.     McKenna, 
Jvly  28.  1178;  Jvlyl30,  1743. 

"  Defence  " 

Bate  of  completing. 

Q.    Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A.    Mr.  McKenna^ 
Aug.  1,  2083. 
Wages  of  Engine-fitters. 

Q.    Mr. Hudson;  A,    Mr.  McKenna, 
Jvly  27,  ^2. 

Deptford    Victualling  Yard 

Discharge  System. 

Q.     Mr.   BoH'erman ;   A.     Mr.  Mc- 
Kenna, July  29,  1481. 

Labourers     Employed     on     Coopws' 
Work. 
Q,    Blr.  Bowerman ;     A,    Mr. 
McKenna,  July  27,  820. 

Overtime* 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Richards ;     A.    Mr. 
McKenna,  Jvly  30,  1742. 

Storehouse  Staff,  Pay  of. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;     A.    Mr. 
McKenna,  Jvly  30,  1743. 

Dockyards — Wages  of  Joiners. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  T.   Wilson;    A,     Mr.'^Mc- 
Kenna,  Jvly  27,  845. 

Expenditure — Comparison  with  Germany 
Qs.     Mr.  Bellairs ;    As.     Mr.  McKouu* 
Jvly  28,  1210. 

"  Gladiator,''  Use  of  Camels  in  Salving. 
Q.     Captain  Faber ;   A.    Mr.  McKenna. 
July  23,  326. 

"Indomitable"  Speed  Test. 
Q.    Mr.   Bellairs;     A.     Mr.   McKenna. 
Aug,  1,  2084. 

Inquiries   Held   since    1800 — Return   pro- 
posed. 

Q.     Mr.  Bellairs  ;   A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
July  29,  1456. 

Return  Ordered,  Jvly  30,  1693. 

"  Invincible  " — Wages  of  Electrical   Wire 
Workers. 

Qs.     Mr.    Hudson ;    As.     Mr. 
Kenna,  July  28,  1209. 

Keyham    Priva  te 
Offered  to. 
Q,     Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A 
Jvly  23,  312. 

Manoeuvres. 

Q.     Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A 
Aug.  1,  2084. 

"  Good  Hope  "  and  "  Argyll  'VCases. 
Qs.     Viscount  Castlerea^h,  Mr.  Bel- 
lairs,   Sir    G.    Parker;        Am, 
^1  McKenna,  July  30,  1741- 

[cont. 
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Manoeuvres — cont. 

Report  on. 

Q.     Mr.  Staveley  -  Hill ;    A.    Mr. 
UcKenna,  July  30  1739. 

Mess  Debts,  Payment  of. 

Q.    Mr.   Bellairs;      A.    Mr.   McKenna. 
July  29,  1455. 

Obsolete  Vessels,  Cost  of  and  Price  Realised. 
Q.    Mr.    Flynn;       A,     Mr.    McKenna, 
Jfdy  27,  820. 
Officers 

Business  Engagements  of. 
Qs,     Mr.    H.    C.    Lea;       Aa, 
McKenna,  July  22,  76. 

Interpreters,  Number  Eligible  as. 
Q,    Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A,   Mr.  McKenna, 
July  31, 1^9. 

Press  Colnmunications,  Rule  as  to. 
Qs.     Mr.     Bellairs,     Mr.     Gretton ; 

As,     Mr.    McKenna,   Juiy   28, 

1211. 
Qs.     Earl  Winterton,  IVIr.  Bellairs  ; 

As.     Mr.        McKenna,        Mr. 

Speaker,  July  30,  1744. 

Ordnance  Department — Storehouse  Clerks* 
Petition. 

Q,    Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;    A,     Mr. 
McKenna,  July  30,  1742. 

Osborne,  see  that  title* 
Pay— List  of  Exemptions  Presented,  July 
30,  1636,  1690. 

Paymasters — Promotion  System. 

Q,    Mr.   Bellairs;      A.    Mr.   McKenna, 
July  28,  n^^. 

Portsmouth  Gun  Wharf  Fire  in  1907. 
Q,    Mr.  Hay ;    A.     Mr.  McKenna,  July 
23.  325. 

Repairs,  Expenditure  on — Return  Ordered, 
JtUy  31,  1908 ;  Presented,  July  31, 
1910. 

Reserve — Decoration  and  Promotion. 
Qs,     Sir  G.  Parker  ;  As.    Mr.  McKenna, 

July  30,  1739. 
"  Rohilla  "  Contract— Wages  of  Work- 
men. 
Q,    Mr.     W.     T.     Wilson;       A,     Mr. 
McKenna,  Jtdy  28,  1172. 

Rosyth  Works 

Area  of  Site. 

Q.    Mr.  Findlay  ;  ^.    Mr.  McKenna. 
July  27,  823. 

Date  of  Completing. 

Q,     Mr.    M.    Ferguson;       A,     Mr. 
McKenna,  July  27,  821. 

Expenditure  on. 
Os,    Mr.  J.  Ward,  Dr.  Macnamara, 
July  27,   1064;     Viscount  St. 
Aldwyn,  July  29,  1399. 

Expediting  of. 

Q.     Mr.    M.    Ferguson;        A. 
Mr.  Asquith,  July  30,  1737. 
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Shipbuilding   Programme. 
Q,     Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A, 
Aug.  1,  2083. 


Mr.  McKenna,- 


Comparison  with  Germany. 

Qs.  Mr.  Arthur  Stanley,  Mr. 
Ashley,  Mr.  Bellairs,  Mr.  Nield, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;  As.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Mr.  Speaker,  Jvly 
29,  1478. 

New  Armoured  Cruiser. 

Q.  Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A.  Mr.  McKenna^ 
July  27,  821. 

Submarine  A9,  Accident  in. 

Q.     Mr.  Macpherson  ;  A.    Mr.  McKenna, 
July  30,  1738. 

•*  Superb,"  Fitters  Employed  on. 

Qs.     Mr.  Curran ;     As.     Mr.  McKenna, 
July  28,  1205. 
"Temeraire"   Apprentices  Employed  on 
g.     Mr.   Curran;      A.     Mr.    McKenna r 
July  28,  1205. 
Torpedo-Boat  Destroyers 

Contracts  for. 

Q.  Mr.  Du  Cros;  A.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Jvly  30,  1744. 

German  Programme. 

Qs.  Mr.  Staveley-Hill,  Mr.  Ashley  ; 
As.  Mr.  McKenna,  Jvly  28.- 
1209. 

Trial  Trips  of  Now  Vessels. 

Qs.     Mr.  Curran;     As.     Mr.  McKenna,. 
July  30,  1739. 

West  India  Dock  Stores,  Wages  at. 
Q.     Mr.   W.T.  Wilson;     A.     Mr. 
Kenna,  July  27,  844. 


Mc- 


"  Whiting,*'  Crew  of,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.    Bellairs;      A. 
July  31,  1950. 


Mr.   McKenna,. 


July 


Navy  Estimates 

Admiralty    Office— £370,200,    Com.* 
28,  1353  ;    Bep.*  July  29,  1518. 
Application  of  Surpluses  to  Meet  Deficien- 
cies—Resolution (Mr.  Hobhotise),/?^/?^ 
27,    1060-1064;    July   28,   1364. 
Os.     Mr.      W.      Rutherford,       Dr. 
Macnamara,  July  27.    1063. 

Armaments— £2,048,700,   Com.*   J^Uy  28 

1353  ;    Bep.*  July  '^9,  1518. 
Martial    Law— £13,900,    Com.*    Jxdy    28, 

1353  ;    Rep.*  July  29,  1518. 
Miscellaneous  Effective  Services — £409,200 ^ 
j  Com.*  Jvly  28,  1353  ;    Rep.*  July  29, 

"  1518. 
Royal  Naval   Reserves— £368,300,   Com.* 

July  28,  1353  ;  Rep.*  July  29,  1618. 
Scientific  Services— £66,000,  Com.*  July  28, 

1353  ;   Rep.*  July  29,  1518. 
Victualling    and     Clothing  —  £2,286,400, 
Com.  *  Jvly  '28,  1353  ;  Rep*  July  29  r 
1518. 
Votes  Closureil,  Jvly  29,  16|7,OOgle 
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A.     Mr.  Haldane, 


Mr.  Buxton, 


Hew  Porest 

Military  Manceuvres. 
Q,    Sir  B.  Hobart ; 
July  2^,  1201. 

Hew  Writs  and  New  Members  Sworn 

Sec  under  Parliamentary  Elections. 

Hewcataennder-Lyne 

Post  Office  Classification. 
Qs,     Mr.  Wedgwood  ;  As. 
July  27,  887. 
f 

Hewton,  Lord 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  July  22,  22, 
23. 

Ifioholson,  Mr.  W.  0.  [Hants,  Petersfield] 
Army,  Special  Reserve 

Age  Limit,  July  27,  914. 

Bounty,  Conditions  of  Granting,  July 

27,  913,  929. 
Conditions  of  Service,  July  27,  913. 

Denominational  Schools,  Improvement  of, 
Aug.  1,  2081. 

Excise  Officers'  Salaries,  July  31,  1960. 

Income-Tax  Form  Issued    to    Officers  on 
Retired  Pay,  July  28,  1185. 

Militia,  Officers — Commissions  in  the  Re- 
gular Army,  July  27,  915. 

!Nield,  Mr.  H.  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Army — Case    of    Captain    Bryce    Wilson, 
July  30,  1733. 

Colonies,  Recognition  of  Services  in,  July 
23,  310. 

Natal— Dinizulu  Case,  July  27,  870. 

Navy 

Court  Martial  Trials  hi  1907-8,  July  28, 

1178;   JvlySO.  1743. 
Shipbuilding  Programme — Comparison 

with  Germany,  July  29,  1479. 

Woolwich  Arsenal — Stores  Available,  July 
30,  1703. 

ITigeria 

Southern 

Import  Statistics. 

Q.     Mr.    L.    ,lones ;       A.     Colonel 
Seely,  July  22,  85. 
Liquor  Traffic  Inquiry. 

Qs.     Sir  J.  Kennawav,  Mr.  Belloc  ; 
As.     ( 'olonel  Seely,  July  22,  82. 
Spiiit  Import  Inquirv. 
Q.     Mr.  Ellis  ;    A.     Colonel  Seely,  July 
30,  1715. 

Taxation  System. 

Qs,     Mr.     Wedgwood ;         As.     Colonel 
Seely,  Aug.  1,  20U3. 

Herman,  Sir  H-  [Wolverhami)ton,  8.] 

Old-Atre    Pensions   Bill,  Lords  Amendts., 
Con.,  July  31,  1901. 

Horth  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Company  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2()76. 
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Vorth  East  London  Bail^Fay  BOl 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Vorth  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Vorthem  Assurance  Company  Bill 

/    Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2ffn. 

Northumberland,  Dnke  of 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Bill,  2m. 
July  23,  267-269,  272. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
ways (Ho.  2)  Bill 

i.  Sep.*  July  23,  253. 

3e.*  Jidy  27,  704. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.*   July  28,  1167. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Nugent,  Sir  W.  K  [Westmeath,  S.] 

Clonrellick  Land  Purchase,  July  2S,  1194. 

Westmeath  Re-valuation  Expenses,  J^ 
29,  1453. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Autumn  Session — Friday  Sittings,  July  31, 
1968. 

Caledon  Band  Parade  on  7th  Inst.,  Jyly  30, 

1707. 
Eaucation — Use    of   Brown    and    Nokn'f 

Reader,  July  29,  1507. 

Maghery  Catholic  Excursion  on  5th  Inst., 
July  27,  850. 

Portadown 

Catholics  and  Protestants  in  William 
Street,  Jtdy  30,  1707. 

Disturbance  on  13th  Inst.,  J  ply  2X, 
308,309;  July  24,  505. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  [Cork] 

Irbh  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  J-ly  23,  436- 
438  ;  Jtdy  24,  523,  537-541,  5^13  ;  3b. 
July  25,  650-653. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts — ^Amcndmeit 
Proposals,  July  28,  1243. 

^feat  Supply  Inquirv,  Proposals  for,  July 
27,  884. 


0*Connell  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  Poland; 
29,  1471. 


A.    Mr.  Birrell,  J^y 


0*Connor,  Mr.  John  [Kildare,  N.] 

Hort  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  31,  196L 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 
Cattle-driving  Cases — Prosecution  of  Offes 
ders,  July  30,  1816. 

Condition  of  Ireland,  July  30,  1817-1818. 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    BiU 


Vol.  193.] 


O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  T,—cont. 

Crime — Comparisons  Between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  July  30,  1817. 

Crimes  Act,  Re-Imposition  of,  proposed, 
Jidy  30y  1816. 

Supply — Curtailment  of  Discussion  by 
Closure,  July  SO,  1814,  1815. 

O'Donnoll,    Mr.    C.    J.    [Newington,    Wal- 
worth] 
Belfast  University  Proposals,  Local  Opinion 

on,  July  23,'S55,  356. 
Bengal,  Partition  of,  July  22,  215. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  391- 
393,    415,    423,    460,    470,    472; 
July  24,  584-586. 
Extern  Students,  July  23,  356,  357. 
Royal    University — Catholic    Attendance, 
July     23,     357. 

OTDonnell,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  S.] 

Milford  Estate   Sale  Proposals,  July  27, 

853. 
Post  Office  Sunday  Duty,  Payment  for, 

July  28,  1173. 

O'DonneU,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 

Education 

CompulsoryAttendance,  Local  Authori- 
ties Adopting  Act  of  1892,  July  23, 
354. 

National  School  Teachers 

Assistant  Teachers  Salaries,  July 

Salary    Increase,    Proposals    for, 
July  28,  1189. 
Kearney  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  23, 

361. 
Kerry 

Cattle  Breeding  in ,  July  29,  1456. 
Evicted    Tenants — Reinstatement  of, 
July  23,  351. 
Land     Commission — Experience    of     Mr. 

Boyd,  July  23,  354. 
Meat  Supply,  Inquiry,  Proposals  for,  July 
27,  885. 

O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  [Sligo,  S.] 

Cattle-Driving— Self -Protection  by  Graaiers, 

July  23,  349. 
Killaraght  Floods,  Cause  of,  July  23,  350, 

351. 

O'Grady,  Mr.  J.  [Leeds,  E.] 

Creech    Grange    Postmistress,    Hours    of, 

July  28,  1179. 
Friendly  Societies— Royal  London  Society, 

Agreement,  July  30,  1765. 

India 

Condition  of,  July  30,  1746. 

Kothandaramaryya,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July 
30,  1714. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  30,  1747. 
Leeds— Railway  Shunting  Fatality  to^W. 

Harris,  July  30, 1759. 
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Claremorris  School,  Use  of,  July  28,  1198. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Com.  July 
27,  1012,  1021. 

Grand  Jurv  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Com.  July  22,  232  ;  Com. 
July  23,  496. 

Quiltybo  Schoolhouse,  July  23,  309. 

Tubrahan  Farm,  Price  of,  July  23,  364. 

O'Kelly,  Mr.  J.  [Roscommon,  N.] 

King-Harman  Estate,  Sale  Proposab,  July 
29,  1471. 


J,  [Limerick,  W.] 
Act — Stamp    Duty, 


O'Shanghnessy,  Mr.  P. 

Labourers    (Ireland) 
July  23,  363. 

Lane-Joynt  Estate — Cases  of  Mrs.  0' Shan gh- 
nessy^and  Mrs.  Hayes,  July  22, 73. 

Local  Government  Board  Auditors,  July  23  ^ 
362,  363. 

Rahcen— Case  of  Mrs.  Sheehy,  July  22,  72. 

Rathkeale — Case  of  J.  Reardon,  July  22,  73. 

Oatquarter. 

School  Teachers  Salary 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  .4 .  Mr.  BirreU,  July  23, 
306. 

Old-age  Pensions. 

Aliens  in  East  of  London,  Work  Entailed 

by. 

Q.     Mr.  Fell  -,  A.     Mr.  Lloyd-George 
July  28,  1185. 

Charitable  Annuities 

Q.  Sir  F.  Dixon-Hartland ;  A.  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  Aug.  1,  2086. 

Contributory  System,  Advantages  of. 
Oa.     Lord  Faber,  July  29,  1415. 

Cost  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Clough,  Mr.  James  Hope;  As, 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mr.  Speaker^ 
July  23,  335. 

Excise  Officers'  Salaries. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Nicholson  ;   A.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  July  31,  1960. 

Funds,  Source  of. 
Oa.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  25,  664  ; 
Mr.  Joynson-Hicks,  678,  679 ;  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  681-684;  Sir  G. 
Parker,  693  ;  Viscount  St.  Aldwyfl, 
July  29,  1400,  1402,  1407 ;  Lord 
St.  Davids,  1412 ;  Earl  Cromer, 
1413 ;    Earl  of  Crewe,  1425. 

Medical  Relief  of  Pensioner. 
Q.    Mr.     Bennett;        A.    Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  July  27,  829. 

Rural  Pensioners,  Estimate  of. 

Q,  Mr.  Hunt;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  23,  319. 

Workhouses,  Position  of  Pensioners  in. 
Q,    Mr.  Sloan;    A.    Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  30,  1733. 
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Old-age  Pensions  Bill 

/.  Com.  Jvly  28,  1012. 

jRep,  Jvly  29,  1438. 

3r.  Jvly  30,  1637. 
c.  Lords*  Amendts.,  Con.,  July  31,  1970. 
'.   Commons*  Reasons  for  Disagreeing  to 
Amendts.,  Con.,  July  31,  1910. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Debates  in  Committee  (Lords],  Jvly  28, 
1073  ;  Report,  July  29,  J438  ; 
Lords  and  Commons  Amendts., 
July  31,  1910,  1970. 

Account  at  Bank  of  England,  pro- 
posed, 1096. 

Accounts,  Auditing  and  Presenting 
to  Parliament  Annually,  pro- 
posed, 1090. 

Administrative  Authority  for  London, 
Decision  as  to,  1150,  1151. 

Age — Birth  or  Baptism  Certificates 
or  Census  Returns  as  Proof, 
proposed,  110(»-1104,  1439,  1924, 
1925,    1971-1973. 

Continuance  of  Pensions,  Periodical 
Inquiry  into  Qualifications  of 
Recipients,  proposed,  1162,  11C3, 
1934,   199«-2O00. 

Contributory  Schemes,  Advantages 
and  Dij^advantages  of,  1(»89,  1090, 
1098-U0(». 

Cohts  and  Expenses  to  be  Defrayed 
by  Local  (government  Board, 
proposed,    1096. 

Discussion  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
Inadequate  Time  Allowed  for, 
1086-1088. 

Experimental  Xature  of  JVIeasvre, 
1090. 

Tinam ial  Piivileges  of  the  Commons, 
Interference  with  by  the  Lords, 
1077-1086,  1092.  1914-1917,  1919 
-1924,  1928-1930,  1935-1940. 

Fraud  or  False  Statement,  Punish- 
ment for,  1443,  1934.  1997. 

Funds,  Provision  of,  1095. 

Oovemment  Amendments,  1161,  1442, 
1443. 

Imprisonment,  Limitation  of  Dis- 
qualification for,  1131.  1439, 
1440,    1927-1931,    1979-1982. 

Income 

Benefits  and  Privileges,  Method 
of    Reckoning.    1135-1141. 

Not  to  Exceed  £31  lOs.  Yearly, 
1117,    1118. 

Property    Capable    of    Profitable 
lovestment.     Reckoning    of, 
proposed,   U31-1135,     1441, 
1931,  1983-1993. 
Industry  Test,  1124-1128. 

Man  Belonging  to  Benefit  Society 
for  Ten  Years  previous  to 
Attaining  Age  of  Sixty,  In- 
terpretation of  Clause,  1128- 
1130,  1927,  1974-1979. 
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Old-age  Pensions  Bih—conf. 

Debates  in  Committee  [Lorda],  etc— <»«t 
Limitation  of  OperatioD  to  31ft 
December,  1915,  propoved 
1076,  1086,  1089-10»3,  1911, 
1913,-1918. 
Existing  Pensioners  not  to  te 
Inteifered  with,   1093,  191S. 

Lords'    Amendts. ,    agreed    to,    1S73, 
1996. 

Machineiy   for  Carrying   into  Eft*ct, 

1095,  1097. 
Pension    Committee 

Appeals  from  Decisions  d,  1145, 
1441,   1932,  I9W. 

Constitution  of,  1147-1150. 

Delegatioii    of    Powers     to   Sub- 
committees,  1159-1161. 

E.->:  Ofpcio  Members  to  be  Ap- 
pointed by  Local  Govfrn- 
ment  Board,  proposed,  J15!- 
1156,1161,1932,  1933,  1995. 

Ix)cal  Members,  Appointmept  g^ 
proposed,    1156-1150. 

Member  Disapproving  of  a 
DeciMon  to  be  Deen^d  a 
**  Party  Aggrieved,"  pro- 
posfd,  1146,  1141,  1142, 
1932,    1994. 

Persons  Living  Together,  Method  «f 
Calculating  Income,  etc,  1141- 
1144. 

Poor  Law  Disqualification. 

Cost  of  Removal,  1121. 

Limitation  of  to  1910,  Objectitaii 
to,  1118-1123,  1926.  1974. 

Regulations   for   Carrying  out,   1C97, 
1108,   1163. 

Laying  before  Parliament,  ete^ 
1163,  1164,  2000. 

Residential    Qualifications, 

Exceptions,  1105-1  HO. 

Onus  of  Proof,  1104,  1106. 

Persons  Absent  on  Businceaes  net 
to  be  Disqualified,  propoced, 
1111-1117. 

Seamen,  Exemption  of,  proposed, 
1117. 

Responsibility  for  the  Measure,  1073- 
1077. 

Thrift,  Effect  on,  1098. 

Regulations,  Issue  of. 

Q.  Mr.    Fell;     A.  Mr.   Lloyd-George, 
July  30,  1702. 

Third  Reading  in  House  of  Lords,  Prcce- 
diu^as  ta 

Os.  Viscount  Wolverhampton,  Ear! 
of  Camperdown,  Lord  Balfdor  d 
Bucleigh,  J«^  29,  1444. 
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Oldham 

Postmen's  Wages. 
Qs.  Mr.     Clynes ; 
Jidy  30,  1763. 

Olympic  Games 

Bullets  used  by  British  Teams. 

Q.  Mr.    Courthope;     A.  Mr.    Haldane, 
July  29,  1476. 

Omnibuses 

Motor,  8U  under  Motors. 

Onslow*  Earl  oi— Chairman  of  Committees 
Cattle  Importation  B38triction8,  BemoTal 
of,  proposed,  July  23,  292. 


Telejcraph   (Construction) 
23,  261. 


Bill,   2e.,   July 


Opinm 

Indian  Rdvenue,  Diminution  of. 

08.  Mr.  Buchanan,  July  22,  115;    Mr. 
Ellis,  168  ;  Mr.  K.  Hardie,  176. 

Suppression  of  Traffic — ^Action  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  Hong  Kong, 
etc. 

08.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1245, 
1261;  Colonel  Seely,  1260, 
1261,  1325;  Mr.  T.  Taylor, 
13-20-1323, 
Q.  Mr.  Roes;  A.  Col.  Seely, 
July  27,  867. 

Orange  Elver  Colony 

Land  Board — R3lations  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 
08.  Sir  G.  Parker,  July  28,  1291. 

Oranmore  and  Brown,  Lord 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  2b.  July  27,  762- 
768. 


Ordnanoe  Snrvey 

Field  Superintendents 
Q.  Mr.     Field;     A.  Sir    E.     Strachey, 
July  27,  842. 

Osborne 

Cadets'  Examination  Papers. 

Qs.  Mr.     J!     MacVeagh,     Mr.     Flynn; 
As.  Mr.  McKenna,  July  22,  76. 

Paoifio  Cable  Aot 

Account  Presented,  July  2?,  1071,  1169. 

Padiham  Urban  District  Connoii  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amend ts.,  Con.*  July  29,  1447. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

^.^Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Parker,  Sir  0.  [Graveeend] 

Africa — Liquor  Traffic  among  Native 
Races,  July  28,  1292-1295,  1330. 

Africa,  East — Portuguese  Native  Labour 
Recruitment  Regulations,  July  23, 
329. 
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Parker,  Sir  Q.—eont. 

British  Indians  in  the  Colonies,  Liter- 
Colonial  and  Imperial  Agreement  as 
to,  proposed,  July  31,  2034. 

Canadian  Cattle  Disease,  July  23,  346 

Congo  Free  State 

Concessions,  Policy  as  to — Protection 
of  Native  Rights,  etc.,  July  27, 
980. 

Reforms — British 
978-982. 

Finance  Bill,  3r.  July  25,  686,  687,  692- 

697. 
Jamaica — Banana  Trade,  July  28,  1227. 
Muscat— Traffic  in  Arms,  July  28,  1214. 
Natal 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and  Pro- 
cedure, July  22,  88;  Jidy  28f 
1286. 

Martial  Law,  Ad  minis  tration  of,  eto. 
July  28,    1285. 

Navy 

Manoeuvres  —  "  Grood  Hope  "  and 
*'  Argyle  "  Case,  July  30,  1742. 

Reserve — Decoration  and  PromotioD, 
July  30,  1739. 

Old- Age  Pensions— Provision  of  Funds, 
July  26,  693. 

Orange  River  Colony  Land  Board — 
Relations  with  the  Government,  July 
28,  1291. 

Taxation — ^Necessity  for  Providing  New 
Sources,  July  25,  694. 

Trade,  State  of,  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  July  25,  636,  687,  696- 
697. 

Transvaal 

Question,    July   28, 


Chinese    Labour 
1284. 

Civil  Service  Retrenchments,  July  28, 
1287-1290. 

Return  as  to,  July  30,  1749. 

Loan  of  £5,000,000— Imperial  Guaran- 
tee, July  28,  1284,  1292. 

Unemployment,  Increase  in,  July  25,  694. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons 

Newspaper  Files  available. 

Q.     Mr.  Lardner ;    A.     Mr.  L.  Har- 
court,  July  29,  1499. 

Strangers'  Lobby,  Decoration  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Essex;   A.    Mr.   L.   Har- 
court,  July  30,  1730. 

House  of  Lords 

Offices — ^Report  of  Select  Committee, 
July  23,  274. 

Sat   first— Lord   Hampton,  after   the 
Death  of  his  Father,  Jvly  23,  253. 
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Parliamentary  Eleotioos 

New  Writ  issued — Shoreditch  (Haggeraton) 
July  27,  890. 

Parliamentary  Proeednre 

Blocking  Motions. 

Os.     Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  30,  1783 ; 
Mr.   Asquith.   1794. 

Closure  Resolutiors,   Increase  in. 
08,     Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  30,  1783. 

Patent  Law  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Administration  of, 

Q.    Mr.  Devlin  ;  A.    Sir  E.  Grey,  July 
23,  303. 

Patents  and  Designs  Act 

Compulsory  Working  of  Patents. 

Q,    Mr.  C.  Marks;    A.    Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,   1695. 

Patents  and  Designs  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  2.  2074 

Pearce,  Mr.  W.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Limebouae] 

Port  of  London  Bill,  Procedure  as  to,  July 

30,  1695. 
Spitalfields  Market,  Proceedings,  Delay  in 

July  25,  610. 

Pease,  Mr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

Natal— Dinizulu  Case,  July  22,  88  ;  July  27, 

870. 

Turkey — Circular   as  to   British   Subjects 
captured  by  Brigands,  July  30,  1752. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A. — ^^^  ^1  ^  Trectaury  [Essex, 
Saffron  Walden] 

Africa,   West — Principe   and   San   Thom6 
Labour  Regulations,  July  27,  878. 

Killaraght  Floods,  Cause  of,  July  23,  350, 
351. 

Naval  Marriages  Bil',  Com.  July  27,  1056. 

Russia — Luxenburg  Case,  July  27,  877. 

Russo-Japanese    War — British    Shipping 
Claims,  July  27,  876,  877. 


Penmachno. 

School  Site. 

Qs.     Lord   R.   Cecil;    As. 
man,  July  29,  1498. 


Mr.   Runci- 


Percy,  Earl  [Kensington,  S.] 

Congo  Free  State  Reforms — British  Policy, 
July  27,  961,  962. 

Germany,  British  Relations  with,  Jvly  27, 
961. 

India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  139, 
140. 

Bengal,  Judicial  and  Executive  Func- 
tions, July  22,  140. 

Budget  Surplus,  July  22, 130, 168. 

Condition  of,  July  22,  133. 
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Percy,  Earl— co»^ 

India — eont. 

Education — Refonr  of  Present  System, 
proposed,  July  22,  134-139. 

Mohmand    Campaign,    Conduct    and 
Organisation  of,  Jvly  22, 129. 

Press  Act,  Enforcement  of,  July  22 f 
131,  132. 

Macedonia 

Condition  of — ^Necessity  for  Pressing 
Reforms,  etc.,  July  27,  962-964. 

Turkish  Army  in.  Responsibility  for 
Maintenance  of,  July  27,  964. 

Persia 

Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  T^ms  of. 

0$.  Mr.  Lynch,  Jvly  27,  952. 
Arras,  Import  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Lynch  ;  A.  Sir  E.  Gr^y,  July  30, 
1765. 

British    Legations,     Regulations     as    to 
Harbouring  of  Refugees. 

Os,  Sir  E.  Grey,  July  27,  977. 

British  Policy  in 
Os.  Mr.  Lynch,  July  27,  944,  945,  953- 
955 ;  Sir  E.  Grey,  976-978. 

Constitution — Action  of  the  Shah. 
Os.  Mr.  Lynch,  July  27,  961,  952. 

Frontier  Negotiations  with  Turkey. 
0.  Mr.  Lynch ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey,  July  23, 
331. 

Liakhoff,  Colonel,  Position  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  Lynch ;   As.  Sir  E.  Grev,  July 
30,  1756. 

Situation  in. 
Qs.  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Ashlev,  Mr.  Bees: 
As.  SirE.Grey,Jtt/y25,333. 

Teheran  British  Legation,  Insult  offered 
to  and  Apology  Tendered. 
Os.  Sir  F..  Grey,  July  27,  977. 

Trade  Report  Ptesmited,  July  30,  1635. 

Persian  Golf 

Gun-running  in. 
Os.  Mr.  Rees,  July  27,  987. 

Peru 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  27,  706. 

PhilippSi  Mr.  0.  C.  [Pembroke  and  Havw- 
rordwest] 

Crown   Colony   Inhabitants    Stranded    in 
England,  July  28,  1224. 

Jamaica 

King's  House,  Repair  of,  July  28, 1224. 

Kingston     Wharves     and      Railway 
Scheme,  July  28,  1224. 

Phillips,  Mr.  J.  [Longford.  S.] 

Ballymahon — Case  of  G.   Daly,   July  28„ 
1198. 
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Piokersgill,  Mr.  E.  H.  [Bethnal  Green,  S.  W.]    Police— c(Wi<. 


[Pic-Pon 


Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 
3r.  Aug.  /,  2102. 

Criminal  Appeal  Act — Shorthand  Writers, 
Jvly  23,  301. 

London   and   District   Electricity   Supply 
Bill,2R./M/y3^,  18t51. 

Unemployment — Urgency  of  the  Question, 
July  31,  2102. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional   Orders 
(Ho.  1)  Bill 

e.  Bep*  July  23,  295, 

Con.*  July  24,  497. 

3r.*  July  25,  598. 
/.  Commons     Amend ts..    Con,*   July   2S, 
1071,  July  29,  1372. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Pier   and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  22,  59. 

Zvi.*  July  23,296. 
I.  Commons    Amendts.,    Con.*    July   28, 
1071. 


Pier 


Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Provisional   Order 


and    Harbour 
(So,  3)  Bill 

Con.*  July  22,  59. 
ZK.*July23,2%\ 
Commons     Amendts, 
1071. 


Con.*   July   28, 


Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Pirie.  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

Aberdeen,     Naval       Volunteer      Reserve 
Division  for,  July  30,  1731. 

Shetland  Cable  Breakdown,  Cause  of,  July 
28,  1181. 

Plymoutb 

Post  Office — Wages  of  Bricklayers. 

Q.  '  Mr.  W.  Thome  ;    A.     Mr.  L.  Har- 
court,  July  28,  1171. 

Poisons  and  Phannaoy  Bill 

/.  ZvL.*July22,oS. 

Police 

Complaints    against.   Method    of  Dealing 
with. 

Os.  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  July  29, 
1594-1597;  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
1601  ;  Mr.  Gladstone,  1603. 


Coat  of. 


y\v.  C.  Roberts  ,  A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  July  31,  1957. 


Metropolitan 

Annual   Holiday. 

Q.     Mr.  Rowlands;    A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  July  27,  813. 
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Metropolitan— con  t. 
Commission  Report. 

Os.  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  July 
29,  1.592,  1598;  Sir  H. 
Craik,  1598 ;  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
1601 ;  Mr.  Gladstone, 
1603,    1604. 

Gamble  or  (Pearce)  case  of. 
Os.     Earl     Russell,     Jtdy     30, 
1682,   1683;      Eari  Beau- 
champ,  1685. 

Mis-statements  by  Constables. 
Oit.   -Earl     Russell,    J^ly    30, 
1684 ;      Earl   Beauchamp, 
1685 ;    Marquess  of   Lans- 
downe,  1686. 

Proceedings  against  Officers  found 
Guilty,  Decision  as  to. 

Os.  Earl  Russell,  Juh/  30, 
1682 ;  Earl  Beauchamp, 
1686. 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  1636, 
1691. 

Exceptional  Duties,  Recognition  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Rowlands .    ^.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, JfUy  30,  1758. 

Weekly  Day  of  Rest,  Ballot  for, 
Q.     Mr.  Nannetti  ;     ^.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  30,  1727. 

Remuneration,  scale  of. 

Os.     Mr.  Atherly- Jones,  July  29,  1597 ; 
Mr.   Remnant,   1597. 

Polioe  and  Sanitary  Committee 

Report  Presented,  July  24,  511. 

Police  (Superannuation)  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Polling  Arrangements    (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill 

7.  2u.  July  22.  61. 

Com.  July  27,  729,  740. 

Zvi.*July2S,  1165. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  A  ug.  1, 2074. 

Polling  Districts 

Orders  Altering  Presented,  July  29,  1373, 
1449. 

Pollings  Districts  (County  Councils)  Bill 

/.  2r.*  July  22,  58. 
^R.*  July  28,  1165. 
Royal  Assent,  A  ug.  1, 2074. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of 
voters  (Ireland)  Bill 

I.  2r.  July  27,   131. 

Com.  and  Bep.*  July  28,  1106. 

3r.*  July  29,  1446. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  31,   1968. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  A  ug.  1,  2075. 

Ponsonby,  Mr.  A.  [Stirling  Burghs] 

Macedonian  Affairs — Necessity  for  Pressing 
Reforms,  etc.,  July  27,  939-940gie 
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Pontypridd  Water  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Avg.  1,  2077. 

Poor  Law 

Relief 

Annual  cost  of. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Roberts;^.  Mr.  Bums, 
July  31,  1958. 

Expenditure  on — Return  Ordered,  Jtt/y 
22,  63. 

Return  presented,  July  23,  297. 

Scottish  Statistics  (1906-7) — ^Return  pre- 
sented, July  30,  1691. 

Poor  Bate  Exemptioii  Act,  1840 

Omission  from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  BiU,  proposed. 

08.  Mr.  Everett,  July  27,  1013- 
1017  ;  Mr.  Bums,  1018  ;  Mr.  H. 
Beach,  1019;  Mr.  Courthope, 
1019. 

Poplar 

Poor  Law  Guardians,  Allocation  of  Clothing 
Contracts  by. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald  ;  A,    Mr. 
Bums,</w/y:?r,819. 

Port  of  London  Bill 

Alterations  Sugjijested. 

Q.     Mr.   C.    B.    Harrasworth;    A,     Mr. 

Churchill,  JiiIy23,Ul. 
Qs.     Mr.  W.  Benn,  Mr.  Carr-Gomm,  Mr. 

Curran,  Mr.  B.  S.  Straus  ;  A  s.     Mr. 

Churchill,  Jvfy  23,  342. 

Costs  Incurred. 

Q8,     Mr.  Fell ;  As,    Mr.  Churchill,  July 
28,  1235. 

Joint  Committee  Report  presented,  Jvly  20, 

1776;  Jttly3U  1908. 
Procedure  as  to 

Q.     Mr.  W.  Pearce;    ^.     Mr.  Churchill, 
July  30,  1095. 

Port  Talbot 

Postmen's  Duties. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  Williams  ;    .4.     Mr.  Buxton, 
July  31,  1948. 

Portadown 

Catholics  and  Protestants  in  William  Street. 
Q.     Mr.   P.   O^Brien;     A,     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  30,  1707. 

Disturbance  on  13th  Inst. 
Qs.     Mr.  P.  O'Brien;    As.     Mr.  Birrell, 

July  23,  308. 
Q,     Mr.  P.  (VBrien;    A.     Mr.  Buxton. 

Jw/y-V,505. 

Post  Office 

[Postmaster 'General — Rt.  Hon.  S.  Buxton. 
See  also  names  of  Places.] 

Auxiliaries,  Rural,  Pay  of. 

Q.     Mr.     Farrell;        A.     Mr.     Buxton, 
July  23,  312. 

Bradley,  Miss,  Case  of. 

Qs.     Mr.     Fi'ld;        As.     Mr.     Buxton, 


INDEX. 
July  22— Aug.  1. 

Port  Office— con^. 


[VoL  193. 


July  22,  m-,  July  24,  mA. 


Classification  of  Certain  Towns. 

Q.     Mr.  Rees;  A.     Mr.  Buxton,  Ji/y*?, 
1172. 
Clothing  Contracts,  Allocation  oi 
Q.     Mr.  Rees;  A.     Mr.  Buxton, /«/y 5. 
886. 

Contracts  Placed  in  Scotland. 

Q.     Mr.  Watt;     A.     Mr.  Buxton,;^ 
SI,  1947. 

Cost  of  Living  in  Certain  Towns. 
Q,     B£r.    Erskine;       A.     Mr.    BaxtdL 
Jfdy  23,  311. 

Mail  Conveyance  by  Thames  Stetmbotts. 
Q.    Mr.  Carr-Gomm ;    A.     Mr.  Baxtx, 
July  28,  1180. 

Newspaper   Postage    Regulations. 
Q.    Mr.    Lonsdale;      A,     Mr.  Boxtoo, 
July  31,  1947. 

Pensions,  Payment  of. 

Q.    Mr.    Mildmay;      A.     Mr.   Bixus. 
jMly  30,  1764. 

Provincial  Superintending  Engineert'O&e 
Suff. 

Q.     Mr.  Hudson ;    A.     Mr.  Baxtre. 
July  27,  810. 

Report  Presented,  July  27,  707,  809. 

Small-Pox  among  Employees. 

Q.     Mr.  Lupton ;  A.     Mr.  Buxton,  Jrfy 
28,  1180. 

Sunday  Duty,  Payment  fw. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;  A,     Mr.  Boitai. 
July  28,  1173. 

Territorial  Force — Leave  of  Officials. 
Q.     Mr.  Gibbs ;    A.     Mr.  Buxton,  J^ 
25,  610. 

Port  Offioe  Consolidation  Bill 

Joint   Committee   Report,   Jidy  23,  Sm. 
368. 

Port  Offioe  Sayinga  Bank 

Female  Clerks,  Transfer  oL 

Q.     Mr.  Field ;     A.     Mr.    Buxton,  Uj 
24,  503. 

Irish  Work. 
Qs.     Mr.  Field  ;   As.     Mr,  Buxton.  Jci 
24,  502,  503. 

Port  Offioe  Savings  Bank  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  ^tt^.  1,  2074. 

Power,  Mr.  P.J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Barron  Estate — Case  of  Murphy  F»ill  . 
July  23,  304. 

Beresford    Estate — Case    of    G.  Ctm-' 
J^dy  23,  304. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agrioiltsrt 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington, 
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President  of  tke  Board  of 

m.  Hon.  W.  Bunciman, 
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President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

Rt  Hon.  W.  8.  Churchia. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 

Rt.  Hotu  J.  Bums. 

Press 

Admiralty     Communications,     aee    under 
Admiralty. 

Naval  Officers,  ate  Navy — Press. 

Prevention  of  Crime  Bill 

c.  Report  from   Standing  Committee  C.> 
July  22,  113. 

Price,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Edinburgh,  Central] 

Finance  Bill,  3r.  July  25,  697. 

Indian  Churches,  Use  of  by  Presbyterians » 
July  22,  224. 

Scottish  Registration  of  Titles — Report  of 
Royal  Commission,  July  28,  1191. 

Prisons 

Books  for  Prisoners. 

Q.     Mr.  Montagu ;    A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 

July  23,  300. 
Q.    Mr.  Montagu ;   A.    Mr.  H.  Samuel, 
July  29,  1489. 
Convict — Women  Directors. 

Q.    Mr.  K.  Hardie  ;  A.    Mr.  H.  Samuel, 
Jtdy  27,  879. 

Cost  of. 

Q.    Mr.  L.  Jones ;    A.  Mr.    Gladstone, 
July  31,  1964. 

Ireland — Report  Presented,  July  30,  1635, 
1689. 


Probation  of  Offenders  Act 

Scottish  Interpretation. 

Q.    Mr.    Cleland;      A.    Mr. 
July  27,  828. 


T.   Shaw, 


Prosecution  of  Offences  Acts 

Working  of  Regulations — Return  Ordered, 
July  30,  1693 ;  Presented,  July  31, 
1943. 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company 
Limited 


Mr.  Churchill,  July 


Judgment  Against. 
Q.     Mr.  Scott ;   A. 
22,  65. 

Operations  of. 
Qs.     Sir    F.    Cawley,    Mr.    Byles,    Mr. 

V.  Kennedy  ;   As.     Sir  W.  Robson, 

Jidy  23,  346. 
Q.     Sir  F.  Cawley;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 

July  27,  884. 
Qa.     Mr.  V.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Clynes  ;    A  a. 

Sir  W.  Robson,  J^dy  29,  1499. 
Q.     Mr.    Walsh;      A,     Mr.    Gladstone, 

July  30,  1756. 

Provisional  Orders  (Procedure)  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Standing  Committee,  July 
23,  253. 
Rep.*  July  27,  740. 
3b.*  July  28,  1165. 

87 


Pnblic  Acconnts  Committee 

Report  Presented,  JtUy  23,  367. 

PablioHealth  (Markets  in  Bnral  Districts) 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Pnblic  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  27, 
705. 

Com.,  Rep.  and  3b.*  July  28,  1072. 
c.  Lords   Amendts.,  Con.*  July  29,  1628. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

Pnblic  Petitions  Committee 

Report  Presented,  July  22,  112. 

Pnblic  Works  LoSns  Bill 

c.  2b.  July  22,  245. 

Com.  July  27,  1003. 

Con.  and  3b.*  July  28,  1354. 
I.  IB.*  July  29,  1374. 

2b.*  July  30,  1677. 

3b.*  July  31,  1910. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 


Pnblic  Works  Loans  (Bemission)  Bill 

Expenses     Resolution     (Mr.     Hobhouse), 
"  "      23,    479.— Reported,    July   24, 


July 
596. 

Oa. 


Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  July  23,  479, 
490,  492,  493  ;  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
479,  483,  484,  490,  492,  493  ; 
Mr.  Forster,  486;  Mr.  Ains- 
worth,  487,  491  ;  Mr.  Markham, 
492  ;    Mr.  Hudson,  493. 


Pntney 

Telephone  Service. 
Q.     Sir  H.  Kimber  ; 
July  30,  1763. 


A.    Mr.  Buxton, 


Qneen's  Connty 

Deputy-Lieutenants. 
Q.     Captain   Oaig ;       A,     Mr.    Birrell, 
Aug.  1,  2088. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Position  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Delany;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
30,  1711. 

Qnestions 

Argumentative,  July  23,  356. 

Matter   of   Opinion,   Jtdy   23,    356,   357  ; 

July  27,  867  ;  July  30,  1748. 
Notice  to  be  Given  of,  July  22,  89 ;    Juhj 

29,  1484  ;  July  30,  1745,  1748. 

Out  of  Order,  July  22,  79,  101,  111 ;  JvUj 
27,  874  ;  July  29,  1479,  ICOl,  1609. 

Reference  to  Debate  in  House  of  Lotds, 
July  23,  336. 

Speech  may  not  be  made  diu-ing  Time  for, 
July  22,  100. 
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Schooihouse. 

Q.     Mr.  C.   O'Kelly; 
July  23,  309. 

Baheen 


INDEX. 
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Bedenham 


A,     Mr.    Birrell, 


Case  of  Mrs.  Sheehy 

Q,     Mr.  ( )\Shaughnes8y  ; 
July  22,  72. 


shne 


A,  Mr.  Birrell, 


As. 


Village  Green. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  Ward  ;    A. 
July  30,  1700. 


[Vol  193. 


Sir  E.  Stracbey. 


Bailwayt 

Automatic  Couplings,  Value  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  Maddison,  ^Ir.  Hudson; 
Mr.  Churchill,  July  27,  881. 

Coal  Freight  and  Wastage. 
Q.     Mr.    Hedges;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  27,  846. 

Electric — Precautions   against  Fire. 
Q.     Mr.  Weir;    A.    Mr.  Churchill,  July 

22,  70.  • 

Hours  of  Labour   of  Employees — Report 
Presented.  July  30,  1636.  1690. 

Returns  Presented,  July  30,  1636,  1689. 

Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  1636,  1690. 

Batch,  Migor  Sir  P.  C*  [Essex,  Chelmsford] 
Clutterbuck  and  Pepys,  Captains,  Transfer 
of,  July  23,  323. 

Bathdine 

Case  of  B.  and  J.  Mullooly. 

Q.     Mr.  Farrell;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 

23,  363. 

Batlidowney 

Disturbance  o.>  20th  June.  j 

Qa.     Mr.    D^lany ;       As.     Mr.    Birrell, 
July  27,  831  ;  July  28,  1190.  | 

Bathkeale 

Case  of  J.  ReardoL. 
Q.    Mr.  0*Shauj(hnps8y ;  A.    Mr.  Birrell. 
Jtily  22,  73. 

Bathlin  Island 

Pier. 
Q.     Mr.  Glendinning;     A.    Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  24,  506. 

Bavensthorpe  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

c.  3r.*  July  24,  497. 

I.  Commons     Amendts.,    Con.*   July    27, 

705. 
c.  Lords  Amendt.  to  Commons  Am?ndts., 

Con.,  July  29,  1447. 
/.  Royal  As-sent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Bawlinson,     Mr.    J.     P.     P.    [Cambridge 
University] 

Companies  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  993,  999. 
Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill,  2b.  July 

28,  1362  ;  Com.  July  29,  1629,  1630. 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2r.  July  22,  249. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  Com. 
July  28,  1369. 
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Bedmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterford] 

Contempt  of  Courts  Bill,  Proposals  as  t^ 
July  22,  107. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23.  *»- 
382,  405.  412,  472  ;  July  24,  527-5», 
582  ;  3R.,  July  25,  625-628. 

Meat  Supply  Inquiry,  Propoeals  for,  /aJf 
25,  610. 

BeCS)  Mr.  J.  D*  [Montgomery  Boroughs] 
Africa,  East 

Land  Tenure  Legislation,  July  27, 868. 

Railway  Construcflon,  Grants  for, 
July  27,  838. 

Bagdad  Railway,  Progress  made  with,  etc, 
July  27,  987. 

Education— Welsh  Central  Board  R^tioBs 
with  Board  of  Education,  July  31, 
2070,  2071. 

Egypt — Education  System,  July  30,  17^ 

India 

Afforestation  of  Waste  Lands,  Jidy  30, 
1746. 

Bengal  Press  Regulation,  Necessiij 
for,  July  23,  299. 

Bombay  Factorira  Commission  Report, 

July  28,  1221. 
Condition  of,  July  30,  1745. 

Death  Rate  Statistics,  July  27,  S3U; 
July  30,  1713. 

Education — Reform  of  present  Systea 
proposed,  July  22,  141,  145,  14«, 
162-158. 

Executive  and  Judicial  FunctioBs, 
Separation  of,  July  28,  1214. 

Government  Stores,  Local  Pardttse 
of.  July  22,  80. 

Jasden  Succession,  July  22,  80 ;  J^f 
31,  1949,  1967. 

Kankinara  Bomb  Outrage,  July  ii, 
80. 

Kathi  Chiefs,  Grievances  as  to  Rnk  ^ 
Succession,  July  32,   2070. 

Limbdi  Succession,  July  22,  80, 

Malaria,  Mortality  from,  July  22,  14i 

Military  Training  of  Civilians,  July  il 
299. 

Mosques  and  Temples,  Grant  far 
Upkeep  of,  July  27,  848. 

Muslim  Attitude  towards  Public  D- 
lest,  etc.,  July  28,  1214. 

Orissa  Village  Records,  July  28,  USl 

Plague  Statistics,  July  22,   142. 

Press  Act,  Enforcement  of,  July  2i, 


16L 

Quetta-Nushki  Trade  Route, 
by,  Jul\ 
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Gtees,  Mr.  J.  D.—cont 
IndisL—cont, 

Seditious   Writings   and   Propaganda, 

EviU  of,  July  22,  14ft-151,  160.      , 

Sylhet  Bomb  Manufacture,  JtUy  28,  \ 

1213.  I 

Tilak,  Mr.,   Case  of,  July  28,   1216,  ' 

1217.  I 

Muscat— Traffic  in  Arms,  July  28,  1213.      \ 

Opium    Policy  in   Hong  Kong,  Effect  of,  ! 

July  27,  867. 
Persia,  Situation  in,  July  23,  334. 
Persian   Gulf,    Gun-running   in,   July  27,  j 

987. 
Post  Office  j 

Classification  of  certain  Towns,  July  I 
28, 1172.  I 

Clothing     Contracts,     Allocation     of,  i 
July  27,  886. 
Russian    Loan — tissue    in    Great    Britain, 

July  23,  331. 
Transvaal  Asiatic  Policy — Circular  to  Trade 

Councils,  July  27,  880,  881. 
Welsh  Church  Commission  Report,  July  31, 

1966. 
Welsh  Purposes,  Expenditure  on,  July  22, 

89. 
Zulus— Legal  Siatua  of,  July  27,  876. 

leformatory  and  Indoftrial  Sohooli. 

Cost  of. 

Q,    Mr.  L.  Jones;    A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  31,  1953. 

Number  of,  etc. 

Q,    Lord  R.  Cecil ;    -4.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  30,  1728. 

legents  Canal 

Fence,  Repair  of. 

Q.    Sir  W.  J.  Collins  ;    A,    Mr.  L.  Har- 
court,  July  28',  1197. 

.egistration  Bill 

c.  Cm.  and  3e.  July  23,  494. 
/.  Commons    Amendts.,     Con*    July   29, 
1446. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2075. 

emnant,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Finsbury,  Holbom] 
Police  Remuneration,  Scale  of,  July  29, 
1597. 

evenne  and  Expenditure 

Additional     Expenditure,     Proposals     for 
Meeting. 
Os.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  25, 
664-669 ;  Mr.  Cox,  669 ;  Sir  E. 
Sassoon,    671  ;        Mr.     Lloyd- 
George,   681-685. 

Public  Income  and  Expenditure  (1893- 
1908)  Return  Presented,  July  27, 
810. 
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SESSION  1908.  LRee— Bid 

July  22— Aug  1. 

'  Revenue  and  Expenditure— «ow<. 

Revenue  raised  by  Taxes. 


Qa.     Mr.   Bowles;    A.     Mr.    Hobhouse, 
July  28,  1193. 

Statistics  for  1907-8. 

Q.    Mr.   Watt;      A.    Mr.   Lloyd-George, 
July  27,  847. 

Welsh  Purposes,  Expenditure  on. 

Q.    Mr.  Rees ;    As.    Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  22,  89. 


Seynall  y.  Taafe 

Decision  as  to. 
Q.    Captain    Craig ;    A 
Jidy  22,  106. 


Mr.     Birrell, 

Ehynmey  and  Aber  Valleys  Oas  and 
Water  Bill. 

c  Rep.*  July  23,  296. 

Con.*  and  3r.*  July  27,  807. 

I  Commons    Amendts.,    Con.*    July   28, 
1069. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Bibble  Biver. 

Fishery  Board. 
Q.    Mr.  Clough ;    A.    Sir  E.  Strachey, 
Aug.  1,  2085. 

Richards,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Wolverhampton,  W.] 
Army  Territorial  Force  Uniform  Contracts, 

July  28,  1189. 
Brecon,  Meeting  on  12th  ult..  Disturbance 

at,  July  28,  1190. 
Customs  and  Excise  Reorganisation  Scheme, 

July  30,  1766. 
Lunatic  Asylums,  Cost  of,  July  31,  1955. 
Navy 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard. 
Overtime,  July  30,  1742. 
Storehouse  Staff,  Pay  of,  July  30, 
1743. 
Ordnance     Department  —  Storehouse 
Clerks'  Petition,  July  30,  1742. 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Act — Clause 

2,  July  23,  302. 
War  Office  Uniform  Contracts,  July  30, 

1702. 


Bichardson  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.     Farrell ; 
July  23,  353. 

Bichmond 

Royal  Houses,  Use  for. 
Q.     Mr.     Watt ; 
July  27,  846, 


A.     Mr.     Birrell, 


A.     Mr.     Harcourt, 


Bidley,  Viscount 

Old-Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.    July    28, 

1099,  1138-1141,  1144. 
University  of  Durham  Bill,  2e.  Jtdy  27, 

739.  Digitized  by  i^OOgle 
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Bidfldale,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Brighton] 

Egypt—Cairo  Drainage  Scheme,  July  24, 
507. 

Bifle  Clabs 

War  Office  Assistance  to. 
Q.     Captain  Morrison  -  Bell;    A.     Mr. 
Haldane,  Julfj  29,  1457. 

Ripen,  MarqneM  of—Lord  Privy  Seal 

Irish  UniTersities  Bill,  Com,  July  30, 1651, 
1671-1673. 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill 

c.  2r.*  July  27,  807. 

Rep*  July  28,  1167. 

3r.*  July  29,  1447. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 
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Jult/  2'2^Aug.  1. 

Robertson,    Mr.    J.    M.    [Northumberland 
Tyneside] 
Books— Import  Regulations,  July  27,  81d. 
British  Indians  in  the  Colonies 
Position  of,  July  22,  85. 
Transvaal  Arrests,  etc.,  July  30, 175(1 

Criminal  Appeal  Act — Shorthand  WritCTS, 
July  27,  816. 

Egypt 

Cairo   Khedivial   School    Attendance, 
etc,  July  23,  332. 

Education  System,  July  SO,  1751. 

Mortgage  Bank   Proposal,    July  tl, 
332. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.  July  24,  551. 
Robertson,  Sir  0.  8.  [Bradford,  Central] 


Roads  Boat  Slip 

Improvement  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Boland;    A. 
29,  1470. 


Mr.  Birrell,  July 


Roberts,  Mr.  C.  [Lincoln] 

Licensing  Bill— Clause  1,  Interpretation  of, 
July  29,  1512. 

Police,  Cost  of,  July  31,  1957. 

Poor  Law  Relief,  Annual  Cost  of,  July  31, 
195a 

Roberts,  Mr.  0.  H.  [Norwich] 

Edenbridge— Case  of  D.  Xicholls,  July  28, 
1183. 

Roberts,  Sir  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W] 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)  Bill, 
2r.  July  30,  1823-1826. 

Education  in  Wales 

Correspondence  between  Schools  and 
Education  Board,  July  30,  1825, 
1826. 

Dual  Inspection,  Grievances  as  to, 
July  30,  1825. 

Intermediate  Education — Recognition 
of  Central  Board  in  Code,  pro- 
posed, July  30,  1825. 

India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  190- 
193. 

Calcutta  Liquor  Licences,  July  28, 
1215. 

Excise  Administration  Statement,  July 
28, 1214. 

Liquor    Traffic,    Increased    Revenue 
derived  from,  July  22,  189. 
Sheep  Dipping,  Order  as  to,  July  28,  1183. 

Bobertson,  Lord 


Irish    Universities    Bill,   Com. 
1658-1661. 


July    30, 
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India 

Administrative  Policy,  July  22,  2Po- 
208. 

Condition  of,  July  22, 203,  204. 

Education — Reform  of  Present  Sj^tcm, 
proposed,  July  22,  202,  203,  306. 

Robson,  Sir  W.  S'—Attomey  General  [Souih 
Shields] 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Compaov, 
Operations  of,  July  23,  346,  347; 
July  29,  1500. 

Old. Age  Pensions  Bill,  Lords  Amendt*.. 
Con.,  July  31,  1990. 

Registration  Bill,  3r,  July  23,  494. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  Coet. 
July  28,  1356,  1358. 

Spitalfields  Market 

Proceedings,  Delay  in,  July  25,  6U\ 

Sale  of,  July  29,  1467. 

Roohe,  Mr.  A.  [Cork] 

Cork  Post  Office 

Overseer,  Examination  for,  July  i9, 

1453. 
Surveyors,    Allowances   to,    July  t\ 

1192. 
Telegraphic  Delays,  July  29,  1454^ 

Roebe,  Mr.  J.  [Galway,  E.] 

Eyrecourt — Case  of  Hynes,  Jttly  27,  831 

Land    Purchase    Stock — Returns     as    M 
Issues,  Jitly  22,  112. 

Lynam,  Edward,  Case  of,  July  23,  ^47. 

Rochester  Bridge  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2X^11. 

Borne 

Scots  College  Case. 

Q.     Mr.  Sutherland.    A.     Sir   E,  Girr, 
July  28,  1230. 

Ronaldshay,  Lord  [Middlesex,  Homsey] 
China— Foreign  Trade  in  1 907,  July  23,%\\ 
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Boscommon 

Clerk  to  Board  of  Guardians. 
Q,     Captain     Craig;    A.     Mr.     Birrell  ; 
July  24,  511. 

Condition     of. 
Q.     Captain    Craig;     A.     Mr.    Birrell; 
July  22,  110. 

Bosebery,  Earl  of 

Cavalry  for  Scotland,  July  27,  724. 

Deputy-Lieutenants  —  Qualifications  re- 
quired on  Appointment,  July  27,  725, 
727. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28, 1073- 
1077,   1083. 

Bosyth  H aval  Base 

See  under  Navy. 

Bowlands,  Mr.  J.  [Kent,  Dartford] 

Dartford  Open-air  Meetings,  July  30,  1697. 
Erith  Unemployed  Relief  Works,  Juiy  30, 

1761. 
London   and   District    Electricity   Supply 

BiU.,  2r.,  July  30,  1858-1861. 
Police,  Metropolitan 

Annual  Holiday,  July  27,  813. 

Exceptional    Duties,    Recognition   of, 
July  30,  1758. 

Boyal  Warrant! 

conditions  of  Granting. 

Q,     Mr.  Hay  .    A.     Mr.  Gladstone,  July 
23,  336? 

ETincimail,  >t.  Hon.  W*— President,  Board 
of  Education  [Dewsbury] 
Aberdare   School  Teachers,  Dismissal   of, 

July  28,  1176. 
Borraondsey — Monnon  Road  School,  July 

29,  U97. 

Building  Grants,  Administration  of,  July 

30,  1830,  1832,  1833. 

Code 

Article  U,  July  28,  1175. 

Article  43,  Interpretation  of,  July  30, 
1727. 

Date  of  Issue,  JiUy  23,  298. 
Compulsory  Attendance  Committee,  July 

22,91,92. 
Consolidated    Fund   (Appropriation)    Bill, 

2R.  July  30,  1826-1833. 
Denominational  Schools,  Improvement  of, 

Aug,  1,  2081. 
Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill.  2r.  July 

28,  1362,  1363  ;    Com.,  July  29,  1629, 

1630. 
Garf orth  School  Dispute,  July  29, 1498. 
Grants  in  aid  of  Denominational  Schools, 

July  29,  Ut^^. 
Half -Timers  Committee,  Scope  of,  July  29, 
1495  ;   July  30,  1829. 
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SESSION  1908.  [Bos— Eus 

July  22 — Aug,  1. 

Bunciman,  Et.  Hon.  ^r-cont^ 


Hoxton— Use  of   Douglas   Hall,  July  29, 

1496. 
Llangollen  School  Dispute,  July  29,  1498. 
Lift  in  New  Buildings,  July  24,  507. 
Open-air  Schools,  Aug.  1,  2080. 
Penmachno  School  Site,  J  w/y2P,  1498, 1499. 
Registration    Coimcil    Staff— Position    on 

Abolition  of  Office,  July  27,  826. 
Teachers — Footnote  to  Article  10  of  Code 

of  1906,  Jtt/y2«,  1177. 

Training  Colleges 

Li8tof,Jtt/y25, 1183. 
Regulations  for,  Aug.  1,  2081. 
Welsh  Education 

Code,  Aug.  1,  2080. 

Correspondence  between  Schools  and 

Education  Board,  July  30, 1828. 
Dual  Inspection,  Grievances  as  to,  July 

30,  1827. 

Grants,  Distribution  of,  July  30,  1827. 

Intermediate — Recognition  of  Central 

Board  in  Code,  pro^wsed,  July  30, 

1829. 

West  Square  School  Accommodation,  July 

29,  1498. 
Willesden 

Case  of  W.  Barnard,  July  27,  825. 
Education   Committee   Area   Scheme, 
July  28,  1182. 


Buflhden 

Postmen,  pay  of. 

Q,     Sir  F.  Channing; 
Jidy  29,  1494. 


A.     Mr.  Buxton. 


Bntsell,  Earl 

Desertion,  Practice  in  Scotland  with  regard 

to,  July  30,  1686. 
Matrimonial  Causes  Bill,  2b.  July  22,  ^-K)- 
Motors 

Accidents  due  to — Statistics,  July  29 

1389. 
Dust  Nuisance,  July  29, 1391. 
Horns,  Prohibition  of,  proposed,  July 

29,  1389. 
Speed   Restrictions,   July   29,    1389- 
1391. 
Police  Commission  Report,  July  30, 1682. 
Women  Suffragists 

Political  Offenders,  Treatment  as,  pro* 
posed,  J«/y2P,143L 

Prosecution  of— Act  applying  to  Cases, 
Jidy  20,  1428-1430. 

Bussell,  Et  Hn.  T.  W.-yice-Presid^mof 

the  Agrictdlure  and  Technical  Instru/^Uon 
Department  [Tyrone,  S.] 
BalUntoy  Pier  Rcpai^.-^^CjiiSfeQle 


Boft— 8t.  La] 

Bossell,  Et.  Hon.  T.  W.— rem/. 

CastleqiAi  Model  Farm  Scheme,  July  29, 
1464. 

Grand  Juir  (Ireland)  Act  (1836)  Amend- 
ment BiU,  Com,  July  22,  229,  230, 233, 
234,237,238;  Con.  July  23,49%. 

Kenmare  Train  Service,  July  22,  93,  94. 

Kerry,  Cattle  Breeding  in,  July  29,  1466. 

Londonderry— Flax  Seed  Supplied,  July 
22,  9i. 

Ratblin  Island  Pier,  July  24,  607. 

Wheat  and  Flour— I^mstrom  Electrifica- 
tion  System,  July  23,  315. 

BuBiia 

CfAr's  Visit  to  England. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Thome;    .4.    Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  28,  1230. 

Loan — Issue  in  Great  Britain. 

Qs,    Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Rees ;     As.    Sir 
E.  Grey,  July  23,  331. 
Luxenburg,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Q.    Captain  Craig;     A.    Sir  E.  Grey, 

July  25,  613. 
Q.    Captain    Oaig;       A.    Mr.    J.    A. 
Pease,  July  27,  911. 
Tchaikovsky,  Mr.,  Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.  K.  Hardie ;    .4.    Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  30,  1764. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  22,  3 :    July 
30,  1635.  ^ 

Bumo  Japaneie  War 

British  Shipping  Claims. 
Qs.     Mr.   Mc Arthur;      As.     Mr.   J.   A. 

Pease,  July  27,  876. 
Q.    Mr.  Gretton;  A.     Sir  E.  Grey,  July 

28,  1230.  ^ 

Bntherford,  Dr.V.  H.  [Middlesex,  Brentford] 
British  Indians  in  the  Colonies,  Position 

of,  July  22,  85,  86. 
Egypt 

Educotion  System,  Necessity  for  Re- 
form  of,  July  27,  982,  983. 

Self-Goverument  for,   proposed,  July 
27,  982-985. 

Germany,    British    Relations    with,    Julu 
27,  982.  ^ 

India— Case  of  Mr.  Tilak,  July  28,  1216. 

Macedonian   Bands,  Suppression  of,  July 
23,  332. 

Natal  Indemnity  Bill,  Terms  of.  July  27, 
871.. 

Bntherford,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Liverpool,  West 
Derby] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.  July  27 
1059. 

C-ompanies  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  995-1000. 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill,  2e.  July 
29,  1631. 

Evicted    Tenants    (Ireland)     Bill,    Com. 
July  27,  989-991,  993, 
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July  22~'Aug.  1. 

Eiitherford,  Mr.  W.  IL-cont. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  BiU,  C<m. 
July  27,  1046. 

Naval  Marriages  Bill,  Com.  July  27,  1056. 
1058. 

Navy  and  Army  Estimates — ^.\pplieation 
of  Surpluses  to  Meet  Deficiencies,  Jidw 
27,  1063,  1068. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.  July  27, 
1003-1010. 

Unemployed  Workmen's  Act  —  OmisskMi 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws  C^m- 
tinuanco  Bill,  proposed,  July  27,  1046. 


St  Aldwyn,  Yisoonnt 

Coal   Tax   Repeal,    Effects    of,   July  9$ 
1400,  1401. 

Consols,  Price  of,  July  29,  1404. 

Finance  BiU,  2r.  July  29,  1398-1409, 
1424. 

Income  Tax — Maintaining  at  Is.  in  the  £ 
in  Time  of  Peace,  J^y  29,  1407,  1408. 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment    BiU,  Ctm. 

July  23,  260. 
National  Debt 

Redemption  of,  July  29,  1405,  1406. 
Sinking  Fund,  Allegations  as  to  BaKb 
on  by  Salisbury  Government,  July 
29,  1403,  1404. 

Naval  Base  at  Rosyth,  Expenditure  on, 
Jttly  29,  1399. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  21. 
1097,  1099,  1104-1106,  1110,  1115. 
1118-1121,  1131-1135,  1140,  1154; 
Bep.,  July  29,  U39,  1440;  Commons 
Amendts.  to  Lords  Amendts.,  July 
31,  1926,  1931,  1937. 

Funds,  Provision  of,  July  29,   1400. 
1402,   1407. 

Sugar  Duty,  Seduction  of,  July  29,  1401, 
1408. 

Supply— Growth  of  Various  Votes,  July  29, 
1398. 

St.  Davids,  Lord 

Consols,  Price  of,  July  29,  1411. 

,    Finance  Bill,  2b.  July  29,  1409-1413. 

Income  Tax— ^Maintaining  at  Is.  in  the  £ 
J  in  tune  of  Peace,  July  29,  1412. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill — ^Provision  of  Fonds, 
July  29,  1412. 

Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  29,  1410. 

Supply — Growth  of  Various  Votes,  J^iip  29 
1409. 


St.  Lucia. 

Property  Tax  Bill. 
Q.    Sir     H.     Kimber;  A.     Coloiiel 

Seely,  July  SO   114$, 
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SESSION  1908. 
July  22'-Aug.  1. 


[St.  Vin— Sco 


St  Vincent. 

Carib  Canal. 
Oa.     Mr.    Mitchell-ThomBon,   July    28, 
1312- \314;    Colonel  Seely,  1326. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason,  Mr.  Lament, 
Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  Alitchell-Thomson ; 
As.  Colonel  Seely,  July  28,  1121, 
1222. 

Q.  Captain  Craig;  A,  Colonel  Seely, 
July  28,  1223. 

Relief  Fund — ^Distribution  of  Balance. 
Os,    Mr.    Mitchell-Thomson,    July    28, 
1312,  1315,  1327;     Colonel  Seely, 
1326. 

Q,  Mr.  Iiamont ;  A.  Colonel  Seely, 
July  28,  1221. 

Qs.  Captain  Craig,  Mr.  Fell;  As, 
Colonel  Seely,  July  28,  1223. 

Revenue. 

Q.  Mr.  Watt;  A.  Colonel  Seely, 
July  28,  1223. 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of 

Commons  Regulation  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill,  Standing  Order 
XXXIX.,  Suspension  of,  etc.,  July  31, 
1907. 

Merchant  Service — Officers'  Training,  July 
27,  721. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28, 
1107,  1116,  1129,  1136.  1137,  11142, 
1143;  Conunons  Amendts.  to  Lords 
Araendts.,  July  31,  1922-1924,  1930. 

Saltcoats 

Postmen,  Pay  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Cochrane;      A.     Mr.    Buxton, 
July  22,  65. 

Salter,  Mr-  A-  C.  [Hants,  Basingstoke.] 

Sandhurst  Royal  >Dlitary  College  Cadet- 
ships,  July  27,  837. 

Saltown,  Lord 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28,  1 130. 

Samuel,  Mr.  H.  L.,  Under-Secretary,  Home 
Office  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 

Ambergate  Reservoir  Works — Wages  paid, 
July  27,  879. 

Brecon  Open  Air  Meetings,  Police  Attend- 
ance at,  July  29, 1487, 1488. 

Cabs,  Taximeter — Overcrowding,  July  29 , 
1490. 

Corporal  Punishment — Procedure  in  Ln- 
posing  Sentence,  July  29,  1490. 

Heraldry — Status  of  Lyon  King  at  Arms, 
July  29,  1487. 

Kettering — Cases  of  Bowler  v.  Foskett, 
July  29,  1488. 

Merthyr  Tydvil  Police  Pension  Rights, 
July  27,  880. 
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Samuel.  Mr.  H.  L,^€ont. 
Prisons 

Books  Supplied  to  Prisoners,  July  29, 

1489. 
Convict — ^Women  Directors,  July  27, 
879. 
Spitalfields  Market,  Sale  of,  July  29,  1467. 
Waste  Paper — ^Disposal  of  Prison  Registers, 
July  27,  880. 

Sanderson*  Lord 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  28, 1142. 

Sassoon,  Sir  K  A.  [^ythe] 

Bruni 

British  Authority,  July  28,  1225. 

Trade  Statistics,  July  28,  1226. 

Canadian  Tariff  Treaty  with  France,  July 
28,  1229. 

Coal  Tax,  Abolition  of,  July  26,  671. 

Expenditure,     Additional,    Proposals    for 
meeting,  July  25,  671. 

Finance  Bill,  3b.  July  25, 670-676, 685, 689. 

India — Bombay  Factory  Disturbances,  Jtdy 

28,  1218. 
Sugar  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  25,  670, 

671,  685. 
Taxation — New    Sources,     Necessity    for 

providing,  July  25,  676,  676. 

Tea  Duty,  Reduction  of,  July  25,  670, 6T2. 
Training  Colleges 

List  of,  July  28,  1182. 

Regulations  for,  Aug.  1,  2080. 

Saye  and  Sele,  Lord 

Army  Territorial  Force,   Organisation  of 
July  22,  28. 

Scotland 

Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 

Lord  AdvoccUe—Ut.  Hon.  T.  Shaw. 

Solkitor-Oeneral — Mr.  A.  Ure. 

[For  Particular  Places,  see  their  Names.] 

Church  Property  Allocation. 
Q.    Mr.  Sutherland;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  30,  1726. 

Crofters,  Arrears  in  Pay  met  t  of  Instalments 
by,  etc. 
Os.  Earl  of  Camperdown,  July  2S,  32- 
38,  46;  Lord  Herschell,  38-40, 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  40-43; 
Lord  Lorebum,  43-45 ;  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  45. 

Estimates,  see  under  Supply. 

Land    Question — Legislative    Proposals. 
Qs.     Mr.  Weir  ;    A  s.     Mr.  Sinclair.  July 

29,  1466,  1477 ;  July  30,  1721. 
Qs.     Mr.  Smeaton,  Mr.  Weir;  As.     Mr. 

Asquith,  July  30,  1773. 

Parish  Council  Elections — Return  Presented 


July  22,  62. 


Digitized  by 
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Registration   of   Titles—Report   of   Royal 
Commifwion. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  E.  Priee;    .4.     Mr.  Sin- 
clair, July  28,  1191. 
Sheriflffl,  etc..  Qualifications  required  of. 
^.     Mr.  Watt ;    J.     Mr.  T.  Shaw,  July 
28,   1184. 
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Seddon,  Mr.  J.  E.— con/. 

Man,  Isle  of — Deputation  to  Home  Seere- 
t*rv,  July  31,  2058,  2059. 


Soott,  Mr.  A.  H.  [A8hton-under-L3rne] 

Provincial    Homes   Investment   Company, 
Ltd.,  Judgment  against,  July  22,  65. 

Scott,  Sir  S.  R  [Mwylebone,  W.] 

Cabs — Railway  Station  Service,  July  27, 
814. 

Expiring   Laws    Continuance    Bifl,     Com, 
July  27,  1021,  1023. 

Militia  Ballot  Act,  Position  otJuly  27, 1023, 
1024. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  2r.  July  22,  251. 

Sea  Pisheriet  Segnlatioxi  Act 

Report  Presented,  Aug.  1,  2073,  2079. 

Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2076. 

Sears,  Mr.  J.  K  fCheltenham] 

Customs    House    (London) — Accommoda- 
tion, July  23,  315. 

(^ustoras  and  Excise 

Amalgamation  Scheme,  July  23,  320, 
321. 

Stock-taking  System,  July  30,  1737. 

Inland    Revenue,  Returns,   etc.,  required 
by,  July  23,  320. 

Natural     History     Museum — Directorship 
Vacancy,  July  24,  506. 

Secretary  of  State   for  the  Colonies— 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Crewe. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs— 

Rt.  Flon,  Sir  E.  Grey. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment—if/. Hon.  H,  OladJttone. 

Secretary  of  State  for   India— -R/.  Hon. 

Viscount  Morley. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland— i?/.  Hon. 

J.  Sinclair, 

Secretary  of  State  for  War— i?/.  Hon.  R. 

B.  Haldane. 

Seddon,Mr.  J.B.    [Lancashire,  S.W.,  Newton] 
Building  Societies,  Fraudulent,  Protection 
against,  July  30, 1 759. 

Dock  Regulations,   Enforcement  of,   pro- 
posed, July  30,  2059-2061. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,.  Con.,  July  23,  469; 
July  24,  550. 
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Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats  Sapply  (Ire- 
land) Bill 

/.  2iu  July  27,  728. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  28,  1164. 

SVL*  July  29,  1444. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2074. 

Seely,  Colonel.  —  Under-Secretary  for   the 
Colonies  [Liverpool,  Abercromby] 

Africa  —  Liquor    Traffic     among     Native 

Races,  July  28,  1329-1331. 
Africa,  Elast 

Labour 

Emplojmient    Report,     Date    of 

Presenting,  July  22,  67. 
Rules,  July  27,  868. 

Land  Tenure  Legislation,  JmIu  27, 
.868. 

Ordinances — Placing  in  Library,  Ju^ 
22,  67. 

Portuguese  Native  Labour  Recruit- 
ment Regulations,  July  23,  328, 
329;  July  27,  S69. 

Railway    Construction,     Grants    for, 

July27,f<38. 
Rules  in  Cd.  4122,  July  22, 67. 

Steamship  Communication  with,  Juiy 
29,  1458. 

Africa,  South,  Administrative  Policy, 
Jidy  28,  1267-1269,   1273. 

Compensation  Fund,  Administration 
of,  July  27,  869  ;  July  28,  1224. 

Manhood  Suffrage,  Results  of  Lower- 
ing, July  28,  1268. 

Native  Education  Report,  Jvly  27, 
839. 

Basntoland — S[jecial  Report,  July  27,  839. 

Bechuanaland— Special   Report,   July  27, 

839. 
British  Indians  in  the  Colonies 

Conference  proposed,  July  28, 1332. 

Inter-Colonial  and  Imperial  Agreement 
as  to,  proposed,  July  31,  202S- 
2034. 

Position  of,  July  22,  85,  86. 

Report  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King* 
July  31,  2029,2031. 

Shapurji,  Mr.,  Case  of,  July  28,  1222. 

Transvaal  Arrests,  etc.,  July  30,  1750l 
Bruui 

British  Authority,  July  28,  1225. 

Trade  Statistics,  July  28,  1226. 
Ceylon 

Pearl  Fisheries,  Leasing  of,  to  Pri^nate 
Company,  July  28,  1261. 

Public  Works  —  Employment  of 
^Atiff^^July  27, 838, 839. 
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Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
3n.Atig.l,  2100. 

Criticisms  on  late  Under  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Juiy  28,  1268,  1269. 

Crown  Colony  Inhabitant*)  Stranded  in 
England.  July  2$,  1224. 

Dominica  Railway  Construction,  July  2S, 
1228. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department — Travel- 
ling Expenses  of  Civil  Officers,  July  30, 
1716. 

Federated  Malay  States 

Children  in  Gaming  and  Opium  Dens, 
July  22,  83. 

Gambling  Licence  System,  July  22,  83, 
84. 

Revenue  Statistics,  July  22,  82,  83. 

Gilbert  Islands 

Administration,  Complaints  as  to, 
July  28,  1328,  1329. 

Charges  against  Resident  Commis- 
sioner, July  30,  1751. 

Imperial  Conference — Duties  of  Secretariat, 
July  29,  1484,  1485. 

India — Jasdan  Succession,  July  31,  1949. 

Jamaica 

Banana  Trade,  July  28,  1226,  1227.      j 

Coolies— Rate  of  Pay,  July  28,  1328. 

King's  House,  Repair  of,  July  28, 1224.  \ 

Kingston     Wharves     and      Railway  ' 
Scheme,  July  28,  1224.  | 

Relief  Fund,  Distribution  of,  July  30, ' 
1717. 
l>Jatal  j 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of — Charges  and  Pro- 
cedure, July  22,  81,  82,  87,  88 ; 
July  27,  839,  870,  872,  873, 
874,  875;  July  28,  1264-1267, 
1325,1331;  July  SO,  1749;  July 
31,  2036;  Aug.  1,  2095. 

Indemnity  Bill,  Terms  of,  July  27, 
871,  875;  July  28,  1266,  1267, 
1331,  1332;  July  29,  1485; 
Aug.  1,  2093, 2094,  2100. 

]^igeria 

Southern 

Import  Statistics,  July  22,  85. 

Liquor  Traffic  Inquiry,  July  22, 
82. 

Spirit  Import  Inquiry,  July  30,  1716. 

Taxation  System,  Aug.  1, 2093. 

Opium  Policy — EflFect  on  Hong  Kong, 
July  27,  867;  July  28,  1260,  1261, 
1325. 

Recognition  of  Services  in  Colonies,  July  23, 
310. 

St.  Lucia,  Property  Tax  Bill,  July  30, 
1749. 
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St.  Vincent 

Carib  Canal,  July  28, 1221,  1222, 1223  ; 
July  28,  1326. 

Relief  Fund,    July   28,    1221,    1223, 
1326. 

Revenue,  July  28,  1223. 

Suez    Canal    Dues,  Dissatisfaction  with, 
July  23,  327. 

Transvaal 

Chinese   Labour   Question,   July  28, 
1269,  1274. 

Repatriations,  July  22,  66. 

Civil  Service  Retrenchments,  July  28, 
1271-1273,  1332. 

Return  as  to,  July  30,  1750. 

Compensation  Fund,  Loss  in,  July  23, 
327. 

Loan  of  £6,000,000— Imperial  Guaran- 
tee, July  28,  1274. 

Native  Labour  Wages,  July  23,  328. 

White   Labour,    Particulars   of,   July 
30,  1750. 
Trinidad  Dock  and  Engineering  Company, 

Director  of,  July  22,  81. 

West  Indies 

Administration,    Cost    of,    July    28, 

1328. 
Cable  Communication  with,  July  28, 
1327. 
Zululand 

Legal  status  of  Zulus,  July  27,  876. 
Native   Land    Reservation,   July  27, 
875. 

Severn 

Foreshore,  Ownership  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;   As.     Mr.  Bums, 
July  28,  1238. 

Shaw,  Rt.  HOIL  T. — Lord  Advocate  [Hawick 
Burghs] 
Bonar  Bridge — Case  of  J.   Murray,  July 
30,  1732. 

Probation  of  Offenders  Act^ — Scottish  Inter- 
pretation, July  27,  828. 

Sheriffs,  etc..  Qualifications  Required  of, 
July  28,  1184. 

Summary    Jurisdiction    (Scotland)    Bill — 
Memorandum  proposed,  July  27,  829. 

Truck  Committee  Report,  Date  of  Present- 
ing, July  23,  348. 

Sheehail)  Mr.  D.  D.  [Cork  County,  Mid.] 

Colthurst  Estate  Sale  Proposals,  July  28, 

1200. 
Cork  Process  Servers,  Protection  of,  July 

27,  835. 
Smith   Estate — Case  of  J.   D.    McAuliffe, 

July  29,  1475. 
White  Estate — Case  of  Mrs.  M.  Callaghan, 

July  29,  1475.    edbyV^OOglc 
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Sheep 

Dipping  order. 

Q.     Mr.  H.  Roberts  ;  A, 
Jyiy  28,  1183. 
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Sir  E.  Strachey, 


As.    Mr.    Hal- 

Mr.  Haldane, 

Bir.  Bums, 


Shetland 

Cable  Breakdown,  Cause  of. 
C.     Mr.  C.  B.  Harmsworthj     A.    Mr. 

Buxton,  July  27,  839. 
©.     Mr.  Pirie;     A.     Mr.  Buxton    Jtdv 
28,  1181.  ^ 

Shoebnryness 

Foreshore,  Ownership  of. 
Qs.    Mr.  Wedgwood; 
dane  JWy  22,  78. 
Q.    Mr.  J  D.  White  ;  A. 

July  28,  1189. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  D.  WTiite ;    A 
July  28,  1238. 
Fishery  Rights  on  War  OflSce  Ground. 
Q.     Mr.  Whitehead;    A.     Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Jvly  30,  1736. 

Shop  Honn  Aot 

Closing  Orders  under — Return  proposed. 
Os.     Lord  Avebury,  July  22,   13,   14; 
Earl  Beauchamp,  13. 

Orders  made  under.  Presented,  July  31, 
.    1909,  1943. 

Shoreditoh  [Haggerston] 

New  Writ  Issued,  July  27,  890. 

Siam 

New  Agreement  with. 
Qs.    Mr.   Mitchell-Thomson;      A.    Mr. 
Carlile ;   As.    Sir  E.  Grey,  Jtdy  26, 

Siloock,  Mr.  T.B.  [Somersetshiie,  Wells] 
Ancient  Monuments  in  England  and  Wales 
— Scope  of  Commission,  July  24,  606. 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  J.— Secretary  far  Scotland 
[Forfarshire] 
Church    Property    Allocation,    July    30, 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 

2b.  July  30,  1901-1903. 
Creich  Crofters'  Houses,  Burning  of,  July 

25,  613;    July  29,  1600,  1501  ;    Aug. 

1,  2096,  2097. 

Education  Grants — Deduction  System.  JWt/ 

24,5m.  . 

Fisheries 

Lme  and  Trawl-Caught  Fish  Landed 
in  Scotland,  (1898-1907),  July 
23,  314.  ^ 

Scottish  Cruisers,  July  23,  348;  July 
31,  1948. 

Trawling  Prosecutions,  July  22,  69. 
Glasgow   Unemployed— Work   of   Distress 
Committee,  etc.,  July  31,  2067-2069. 
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Land  Question— Legislative  Proposals,  Jvly 

29,  1466,  1477  ;  July  30,  1721. 
Lewis,  Island  of 

Fish  Landed  in  1898  and  1907,  Aug.  h 
2086. 

Fisheries,  July  27,  811. 

Houses,    Proposals    for    Rebuilding. 
July  29,  1467. 

Lochs  Schools,  Cleansing  of,  July  3h 
1969. 

Migration  Scheme,  July  23,  313. 

Rating  impasse,  July  28, 1192 ;  July  29. 
1466. 

Sanitary  Condition,  July  27,  824. 

Skigersta  Boat  Shelter  and  Sea  Wall, 
July  23,  314. 

Registration  of  Titles— Report  of  Royal 

Commission,  July  28,  1191. 
Syre  Settlers,  Decision  of,  July  28,  1192. 

Thurso,  Steamboat  Service  with,  Julm  29. 
1600.  ^ 

Tobacco— Scottish    Cultivation,    Aug.    1, 
2097. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Situation  on,  July  27. 
824  ;  July.  30,  1902. 

Sligo 

Condition  of. 
Qs.    Mr.  C.  Craig,  Mr.  Moore ;    As,    Mr. 
Birrell,  July  22,  96. 

Post  Office  Night  Duty. 
Q.    Mr.     McHugh;    A.    Mr.     Buxton, 
July  28,  1179. 

Sligo  and  Arigna  Sailway  Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  27,  704. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Can.*  July  28,  1167. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Sloan,  Hr.  T.  E.  [Belfast,  S.] 

BaUinorley  School,   Closing  of,   July   30, 

mo,  1771. 
Belfast  Police  Transfer    Cases,    Jaly  23. 

306,  307. 
Constabulary 

Canteen  Fund,  Aug.  1,  2090. 

Cosgrove,  J.,  Case  of,  July  26,  611. 

Legislative  Proposals,  July  31,  1965. 

Phcenix  Park  Depot,  Baths  at,  Aug.  1, 
2089. 

Recruits — Messing  Arrangements,  A  no. 
2089. 
Education 

Grants,     Additional,     Conditions     of 
Giving,  July  23,  306. 

Inspectors,  Complaints  against,  July 
28,  1201. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  695. 

Oatquarter  School  Teacher's  Salwr.  July 
23,  306.  * 

Old-Age    Pensions  BiJl— Position  of  Pen- 
sioners  in  Workhouses,  July  30,  1733. 
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Small  Holdings 

Applications  ir  Yorkshire. 
Q,     Mr.     H.     Greer  wood:    A, 
Strachey.  July  29,  1463. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act 

Administration  of. 

Oa.     Mr.  Morrell,  Jnly  31,  2050-2053; 
Mr.   Montagu,   2053-2055;    Sir    E. 
Strachey,  2055-2058. 
Interim  Report  Preser  ted,  Jnly  29,  1373, 
1450. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill 

c.  2b.*  Jidy  25,  700. 

Com.  July  28,  1355. 

Cm.  and  3r.*  July  29,  1628. 
/.  Commons  Vmendts.,  Con.*  Jnly  31,  1910. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Smeaton,  Mr.  D.  M.  [Stirlingshire] 

Gilbert  Islands — Charges  Against  Resident 

Commissioner,  July  30,  1751. 
Indian  Administrative  Reform  Proposals, 

July  30,  1746,  1747. 
Scottish  Land  Question— legislative  Pro- 
posals, July  30,  1773. 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  [Strand^  Westminster] 
Income-Tax — Definition    of    Earned    In- 
come, July  23,  320. 

Smith  Estate 

Case  of  J.  D.  M*Auliffe. 

Q.     Mr.    Sheehan;        A.    Mr.    Birrell, 
July  29,  1475. 

Smyth,  Mr.  T.  F.  [Leitrim,  S.] 

Croften    Estate— Case    of    J.    Reynolds, 

July  30,  1707. 
Harlech  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  A.  Reilly, 

Jtdy  30,  1706. 
Marsham  Estate— Case  of  M.  Dunne,  July 

30,  1706. 
Mohill,  Seed  Loan— Period  for  Repayment, 

July  30,  1705. 

Sneem 

Postal  Facilities  in  District. 

Q.     Mr.     Bolanji;        A.     Mr.     Buxton, 
July  29,  1459. 

Snowden,  Mr.  P.  [Blaskbum] 

Inland  Revenue  Chemical  Officers,  Petition 
of,  July  30,  1733. 

Soares,  Mr.  R  J.  [Deronsliire,  Barnstaple] 
Territorial  Force,  Quartermaster  Sergeants, 
Position  of,  July  22,  74. 

Solicitor*Gkneral 

Sir  8.  T.  Evans. 

Solicitor-General  for  Ireland 
Mr.  R.  Barry. 

Solicitor-General  for  Scotland 

Mr.  A.  Ure. 
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22 — Aug 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 


Southwell  District  Oas  Bill 

I   Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

South-West  Suburban  Water  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amepdts.,  Con.*  July  27,  806. 
I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Speaker  and  Deputy-Speaker— Rulings 

Coal  Mines'  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  Constitu- 
tion of  Standing  Committee  C,  Jvly 
27,  888.. 

"  Count  "  could  not  be  Moved  for  Between 
Hours  of  8.15  and  9.15  p.m.,  July  22^ 
191. 

Irish  Universities  Bill 

Amendments  out  of  Order,  July  24, 

556. 
Constituent     or     Affiliated    Colleges* 
Discussion  as  to,  July  23,  405. 

Whole  Bill  could  not  be  Discussed  on 
an  Amendment.  July  23y  423,  429. 

Irrelevant  Matter,  July  30,  1845. 
Isle  of  Man — Jurisdiction  of  Home  Secre- 
tary, July  31,  2058,  2059. 
Natal  Administration,  Discussion  of,  July 

28,  1243. 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill 

Consequential  Amendments  could  be 
Made  to  any  Lords'  Amendt., 
Agreed  to,  July  31,  1979. 
Lords  Amendt.  not  Involving  Breach 
of  Privilege  could  be  Accepted 
by  the  House,  July  31,  1985. 

"  Privilege "    Amendments,   July   31, 
1970,  1974,  1980,  1995. 

Privilege,  Waiving  in  Certain  Cases,  July 

31,  1982. 
Questions,  aee  that  tiUe 
Speeches  Made  in  Another  Place  could  not 

be  Answered  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

July  22,  214. 


Spirits 

Duties  Paid  in  1907-a 
Q.    Mr.  Watt;    A. 
July  29,  1468. 


Mr.  Lloyd -George, 


Spitalflelds  Market 

Market  Carts  in  Vicinity. 

Q.     Mr.  B.  S.   Straus;     A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone,  July  30,  1696. 

Proceedings,  Delay  in. 

Q.    Mr.  W.  Pearce ;    A.    Sir  W.  Rob. 
son,  July  25,  610. 

Sale  of. 

Q.    Mr.  S.  Samuel;    .4.     Sir  W.  Rob- 
son,  July  29,  1467. 
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Standing  Orders 

Amendment  of  Certain   Orders,  July  27, 
808. 
0$.     Lord     Balfour     of     Burleigh, 
Jvly  29,  1370. 

Xos.  XXI.  and  XXXIX,.  Suspension  of — 
Motions,  Jvly  30,  1033. 
Os.     Earl  of  Crewe,  Jvly  SOy  1633. 

Stanley,   Mr.   Arthur   [Lancashire,   S.W., 
Omiskirk] 

Naval  Shipbuilding  Programme— Com- 
parison with  Germany,  July  29,  1478. 

Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

Commons  Regulation  (Towyn  Trewan) 
Provisional  Order  Bill,  Standing  Order 
XXXIX.,  Suspension  of,  etc.,  July  SI, 
1908. 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Com,,  Jvly  30,  1653. 

Starkey,     Mr.     J.    R.     [Nottinghamshire, 
Newark] 

Fourth  Notts  and  Derbv  Regiment, 
Headquarters  of,  July  29,  1482,  1483. 

Statistical  Abstract 

Copy  Presented,  July  30,  1635,  1690. 

Foreign  Countries — Copv  Presented,  July 
31,  1944;    Aug,  1,  2073. 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bill 

Joint  Committee  Report,  July  23,  255, 
368. 

Stayeley-Hill>  Mr.  H.  [Staffordshire,  Kings- 
winford] 

Admiralty — System  of  giving  Information 
to  the  Press,  July  27,  822. 

Africa,  East — Portuguese  Native  Labour 
Recruitment  Regulations,  July  23, 
328,  329  ;  July  27,  869. 

Africa,  South — Compensation  Fimd,  July 

27,  869. 
Merchant    Shipping — Protection    in    War 

Time,  July  28,  1207. 

Navy 

Manoeuvres,    Report    on,    July    30, 
1739. 

Torpedo-boat      Destroyers  —  German 
Programme,  July  '28,  1209. 

Transvaal  Native  Labour  Wages,  July  23, 
328. 

Steadman,  Mr.  W.  C.  [Finsbury,  Central] 
Tramwavs — Men  Employed,  Jvly  23,  311  ; 
July  31,  1945. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  A\ig.  1,  2076. 

Strachey*  Sir  R — Treasurer  of  the  Household 
[Somersetshire,  S.] 

Agricultural  Credit  Banks — Foreign  Sys- 
tems, July  29,  1463. 
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Strachey,  Sir  R— «m<. 

Agricultural    Holdings  Bill,  2r.  Jvly  22, 
244  ;   Com,  July  27,  1059. 

Butter,  Nut,  Regulations  as  to,  July  29, 
1460. 

Cattle  Diseases 

America  —  Issue     of     Leaflet,     pro- 
^sed,July2S,  1195. 

Canadian  July  23,  346. 

Contagious,   Notification  of,  July  30, 
1729. 

Cayo  Rent  Collection,  July  27,  827. 

Cran  Measures  Bill,  Com.  July  28, 1367. 

Dogs — Inquiry  into  Distemper,  Jvly  30, 
1701. 

Duleek  Survey  Operations,  July  27,  842. 

Edenbndge— Case  of  D.  Niched,  Jtdy  2^ 
1184. 

Fisheries  Board,   Proposals  for,  July  30, 
1701. 


Hop  Industry — Acreae 
Hops,  July  30,  172 


in  England  under 

Horse  Breeding  Scheme,  July  28,  1 184. 

Liverpool — Appeal  in    Cleave's  Case.  J^y 
31,  1959 ;   Aug.  1,  2096. 

Milk   Supply — Condensed    Milk   Company 
Case,  Aug.  1,  2085. 

Ordnance   Survey  Field   Superintendents,. 
July  27,  842. 

Redenham  Village  Green,  July  30,  17«X). 

Ribble  River  Fishery  Board,  Aug.  /,  2085. 

Sheep  Dipping  Order,  July  28,  1183. 

Small    Holdings — ^Applications    in    York- 
shire, July  29,  1463. 

Small   Holdings   Act,    Administration  of, 
July  31,  2055-2058. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  Com^ 
July  28,  1355. 

Stradbroke*  Earl  of 

MaiTied  Women's  Property  Bill,  2r.  July 
27,  736,  737;  July  28,  1165. 

Straffan  Stnd  Farms 

Military  Manoeuvres  in  Vicinitv. 

Q.     Mr.  Field  ;   A.     Mr.  Haldane,  July 
23,  325. 

Stratford-upon-Avon,     Towcester,    and 
Midland  Junction  Railway,  etc.,  Bill 

/.  Commons  Amendts.,  Con*  July  22,  2, 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

"Strathyne" 

Chinese  Crew. 
<;).'   Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson ;    A.  Mr.  Chiurchill, 
July  29,  1452. 
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Straus,  Mr. 
End] 

Mile  End  Road,  Motor  Omnibus  Accidents, 

JiUy  22,  65. 
Port  of  London  Bill — Alterations  suggested, 

July  23,  342.  343. 

Spitalfields     Market — Carts    in    Vicinity, 
July  SO,  1696. 

Strikes  and  Lookouts 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  1635,  1689. 

Suez  Canal 

British    Government    Voting    Power    on 
Company. 

Q.     Mr.  Molteno;  A.    Sir  E.  Grey, 
July  23,  329. 

Dues,  Dissatisfaction  with. 

Q.     Mr.  Molteno ;    A,     Col.  Seely,  July 
23,  326. 

Qa.    Mr.  Molteno,  Blr.  Ashley  ;  As.    Sir 
E.  Grey,  July  23,  330. 

Shipping  and  Tonnage — Returns  Presented, 
July  28,  1071,  1169. 

Sugar  Duty 

Reduction  of. 
09.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  25,  667  ; 
Sir  E.  Sassoon,  670,  671,  685;  Mr. 
IJoyd-Georgo,  685 ;  Mr.  Harmood- 
Banner,  699  ;  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn, 
July  29,  1401,  1408;  Lord  St. 
David.s,  1410  ;  Earl  Cromer,  1413  ; 
Lord  Faber,  1416 ;  Earl  of  Crewe, 
1424. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill 

/.  Bep*  July  22,  58. 
3r.*  July  23,  272. 
r.  Lords  Amendt.,  Con.,  July  29,  1632. 
/.  Royal  Absent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  Bill 

Memorandum  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.   Cochrane;    A,     Mr.  T.   Shaw, 
July  27,  828. 
Table  of  Comparison  Presented,  July  30, 
1630,  1691. 

Summerbell,  Mr.  T.  [Sunderland] 

Dominica — ^Case  of  Mr.  W.  Davis,  July  28, 

1320. 
Gilbert   Islands  Administration,  July  28, 

1320,  1329. 
Greenwioh  Park  Night  Watchmen's  Hours, 

July  30,  1729. 

Hollesley  Bay  Experiment,  July  29,  1533, 
1536. 

Jamaican  Coolies — Rate   of  Pay,  July  28, 
1319,  1328. 

Milk  Supply — Legislative  Proposals,  Jtily 
29,  1531. 

Motors 

Dust  Nuisance,  July  29,  1530. 
Legislation,   Necessity    for,  July   29, 
1530. 
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Trinidad 

Dock     and     Engineering     Company, 
WiTectoT  of,  July  22,  SI. 

Municipal  Council,   Re-establishment 
of,  proposed,  July  28,  1319. 

Unemployment — Ur/ency  of  tb«  Question, 
July  29,  1531-1533. 

West  Indies  Administration,  Cost  of,  July 
28,  1318. 

Superannuation 

Lynam,  Edward,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Roche;  A.  Mr.  Hobhouse. 
July  23,  347. 

Superannuation  Act,  1887 

Civil  Employment  of  Naval  and  Military 
Officers — Return  Presented,  July  27, 
707,  810. 

Supply 

Curtailment  of  Discussion  by  Closure,  Prac- 
tice as  to. 

Os.  3Ir.  A.  J.  Balfour.  July  30, 
1782,  1784;  Mr.  Asquith,  1794; 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  1814,  1815. 

Grant  out  of  Consolidated  Fund  towards 
makinj  good— £69,157.274  ;  Com* 
July  28,  1354  ;  Rep*  July  29,  1627. 

Growth  of  Various  Votes. 

08.  Viscount  St.  Aldwyn,  July  29,  1398  ; 
Lord  St.  Davids,  1409 ;  Earl  Cromer, 
1414. 

Irish  Estimates,  Procedure  as  to. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  30,  1786, 
1790  ;    Mr.  Asquith,  1795. 

Scottish  Votes,  Inadequate  Time  Allowed 
for  Discussion. 

Os.     Mr.  Morton,  July  31, 2105, 2106. 

Sutherland,  Hr.  J.  E.  [Elgin  Burghs] 

Moray  Firth  Trawlirg  Negotiations,  July 
28,  1241. 

Rome— Scots  College  case,  July  28,  1230. 

Scottish  Church  Property  Allocation,  July 
30,  1726. 

Sweated  Industries  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  22y 
112. 

Swinton  and  Mezbrough  Gas  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  J,  2077. 

Syre 

Settlers,  Decision  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair,  July 
28,   1192. 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Talbot,  Lord  E*  [Sussex,  Chichester] 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Lords  Amend tf.. 
Con.,   July  31,  2006. 

Wireless  Telegraphy — Admiralty  Staff,  July 
27,  823. 
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Tanderagee 

Labourers 

Q.    Mr.  Devlin 
27,  854. 


Cottages  Scheme. 

.4.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 


A.    Mr.    Churchill, 


Tarbert,  LocbFyne 

Pi?  r  Lease. 

Q.     Mr.     Watt; 
Jvlfj  30,  1725. 

"  Taurus  " 

Arrest  by  German  Torpedo  Boat. 

Q.     Sir  G.  Doughty ;    A.     Sir  E.  Grey, 
Jidy  30,  1754. 

Tawe  Valley  Oai  Bill 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Taxation 

Broadening  Basis  of. 

08.    Lord  Faber,  July  29,  1417,  1418. 
Duties,  Taxes  and   Imports  Collected  by 

Imperial   Officers — Return  Presented, 

July  31,  1943. 

Local 

Account  (1907-8) — Return  Ordered, 
July  22,  63 ;  Presented,  July 
28,  1168. 

Licences  Transferred  to  Local  Authori- 
ties. 

Os.     Earl  of  Crewe,  July  29, 
1420. 

Return  (1907-8)  Ordered,  July  22, 
63;  Presented,  July  28, 
1169  ;^t«^.  1,2079. 

Scottish  Accounts — Return  Presented, 
July  29,  1373,  1450. 

New  Sources,  Necessity  for  Providing. 
Otf.  ^tr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  26,  666- 
669,  691  ;  Sir  E.  Saasoon,  675,  676  ; 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  690-692;  Sir 
G.  Parker,  694;  Mr.  Harmood- 
Banner,  697-699. 

Taylor,  Mr.  A.  [Liverpool,  E.  Toxteth] 

Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  417, 
419. 

Taylor,  Mr.  T.  C.  [Lancashire,  S.E.  Radcliffe] 

r^      Opium— Suppression  of  Traffic,  July  28, 
1320-1323. 


Taylor  Estate 

Fishery  Rights. 
Qs.  Mr.   Joyce  ; 
23,  360. 

Tea 


As.  Mr.   Birrell,  July 


Consumption — Copy    of    Memorandum. 
Ordered,  July  30,  1693. 

Duty,  Reduction  of. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  25, 
667;  Sir  E.  Sassoon,  670,  672; 
Mr.  Joynson-Hicks,  676. 
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Telegraph  (Conttrnetion)  Bill 

/.  2b.  July  23,  261. 

Com.  July  27,  733. 

Rep.*  July  28,  1072. 

3b.*  July  30, 1676. 
c.  Lords*  Amendts.,  Con.,*  Jtdy  31,  2011 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  i,  2075. 

Telegraph  Servioe 

Porterage  Paid  to  Out«iden>. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson ;   A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
July  27,  841. 

Tennant,  Mr  H.  J.  [Berwickshire] 

Home     Office     Vote — Inadequate      Time 
Allowed  for  Discussion,  July  29,  1609. 
Imperial  Conference,  Secretariat,  Duties  of 
July  29,  1484,  1486. 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Porces  Aot 

Clause  2 — Application  to  Athletic  Oobe. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  F.  Richards ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane, 
July  23,  302. 

Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Bill 

I  2b.  July  23,  266. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act 
(1904)  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Con.  and    3b.  July  27,  807 ;    Jnlu  29, 

1447. 
I.  Commons     Amendts.,  Con.,*    July  29, 
1369. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Thome,  Mr.  W.  [West  Ham,  S.] 

Admiralty     Contracts — Wages     Paid     by 
Messrs.  Rolf,  July  27,  820. 

Plymouth   Post   Office— Wages   of  Brick- 
layers,  Jtt/y  25,  117L 

Russia — Czar's  Visit  to  England,  July  28, 
1230. 

Territorial  Force 

Appeals  by  Commanding  Officers  of 
Volunteers,  etc.,  for  Support  to 
Scheme,  July  27,  856. 
Civil  Power,  Aid  to,  July  27,  856. 

Thnrso 

Steamboat  Service 
Q,  Mr.  Morton ; 
29,  1500. 


with. 

A,  Mr.  Sinclair,  July 


Tobacco 

Expenditure  by  Working  Classes. 

Q.    Mr.      Mitchell-Thomson;      A.    Mr. 
Churchill,  July  22,  70. 

Scottish  Cultivation. 

Qs.  Mr.  Morton  ;  As.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Aug. 
1,  2097. 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Standing  Committee,  July 
23,  255. 
ZiEi.*  July  27,1^. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug,  1,  2074.      t 
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Tollemaolie  Estate  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2078. 

Toalmin,  Mr.  G.  [Bary,  Lancashire] 

Inebriate  Homes,  Cost  of,  July  31,  1954 

Trade,  Board  of 

Presidenl—m,  Hon.  W.  S.  Chui chill 

Parliamentary     Secretary— Mr.     H. 
Koarlcy. 

Labour  Qaidte  Articles,  Rssponsibility  for 
Qs,  Mr.   Fell;  A<f.  Mr.   Churchill,  July 
22,  90. 

Trade  Beports 

•  Annual  Series  Presented,  July  22,  3,  61 ; 
Jtdy  25,  698  ;  Jidy  27,  706  ;  July  30, 
1635,  1691  ;  Jidy  31.  1909,  1944. 

Trade  and  Commerce 

British  Possessions  and  Foreign  Countries — 
Abstract  Presented,  July  31,  1944, 
Aug.  i,  2073. 

State  of,  in  Gieat  Britain  and  the  United 
States. 

Os,  Mr.  Lloyd-Georj?e,J?^y  25,686- 
689  ;  Sir  G.  Parker,  686,  687, 
695-697. 


Tramways 

Men  Employe-!. 

Q.  Mr.    Steadman;     A.  Mr.    Churchill, 

Jvly23,ZU. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;    A,  Mr.  Bums,  July 
31,  1945. 

Speed  of  Cars  in  London. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason,  Mr.  Myer,  Mr. 
Watt ;  Aa.  Mr.  Gladstone,  J^dy  28, 
1233. 
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Transvaal— «on/. 

Chiaese  Labour  Question— con^ 

Repatriations. 

Q.  Sir  W.  J.  Collins  ;  A.  Colonel 
Seely,  Jidy  22,  66. 

Civil  Service  Retrenchment,  etc. 
Grievances  as  to 

Os.     Mr.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1263- 
1257,    1259;       Colonel    Seely, 
K-  1271-1273.   1332;      Mr.  J.   R. 

Maodonald,  1276;  Sir  G. 
Parker,  1287-1290 ;  Earl 
Winterton,  1303-1306;  Mr. 
Boulton,   1324. 

Return  as  to. 
Q.     Sir  G.    Parker;       A.     Colonel 
Seely,  July  30,  1749. 

Compensation  Fund,  Loss  on. 

Q,    Mr.  Wedgwood  ;  A.     Colonel  Seely, 
July  23,  327. 
Loan   of  £6,000,000  —  Circumstances  of 
Imperial  Guarantee. 

Os.  Mr.  S.  Wortley,  July  28, 
1274;  Colonel  Seely,  1274; 
Sir  G.  Parker,  1284,  1292; 
Mr.  Boulton,  1323. 

Mines — Labour  Statistics, 

Q,     Captain    Craig;       A.     Mr.    J.    H. 
Lewis,  July  25,  612. 

Native  Labour — Wages. 
Q.    Mr.  Stavoley  -  Hill;     A.    Colonel 
Seely, Vu/y  23,  328. 
Portuguese  Native  Labour — Conditions  of 
.       Employment. 

Os.    Mr.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1261. 

White  Labour,  Particulars  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Pell;    A,     Colonel  Seely,  July 
30,  1760. 


Tramways  Act 

Report  Presented,  July  29, 1373, 1449. 

Tramways  and  Light  Railways  (Street 
and  Road.) 

Return  Presented,  July  29,  1449. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (Ko.  2) 
BiU 

c.  Con*  July  22,  60. 

Zr.*  July  23,  295, 
I,  Royal  Assent,  A2ig.  1,  2075. 

Transfer  of  Goods  Bill 

c.  iB.*  July  30,  1774. 

Transvaal 

Asiatic  Policy — Circular  to  Trade  Councils. 
Qs.    Mr.    Rees;       As.    Mr.    Churchill, 

July  27,  880. 
British  Indians,  see  that  title. 

Chinese  Labour  Question. 

Os.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  July  28,  1262, 
1253  ;  Colonel  Seely,  1269,  1274  ; 
Mr.  S.  Wortley,  1274;  Sir  G. 
Parker,   1284. 
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Trawling 

See  under  Fisheries,  also  title  Moray  Firth. 

Trawling  in  Prohibited  Areas  Prevention 
Bm 

c.  IB.*  July  30,  1774. 

Treasury 

First  Lord—Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Asquith. 
Financial   Swrelary^^r.    C.    E.    Hob- 
house 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Yorkshire,  W.R., 
EUand] 
Weir  Charity  Scheme,  Objections  to,  July 
30,  1731. 

Trinidad 

Dock  and  Engineering  Company,  Director 
of. 
Qs.    Mr.  Summerbell ;  As.    Colonel 
Seely,  J«/y22,  81. 

Municipal   Council,    Re-establishment    of^ 
proposed. 

Os.    Mr.     SummeijbelL     July     28, 
1319.      Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug*  i,  2075. 

Truck 

Committee  Report,  Date  of  Presenting. 
Q.     Sir  C.   Dilke;     A.     Mr.   T.   Shaw, 
Jvly  23,  348. 

Necessity  for  Dealing  with. 

Os.     Sir  0.  Dilke,  July  29,  1586. 

Potteries,  Practice  in. 

Q.     Sir  C.  Dilke;     A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  23,  337. 

Trostee  Savings  Banks 

Returns  (1906-7)  Ordered,  Jtdy  22,  62; 
Presented,  July  28,  1169. 

Tnberoolosis 

C^ommi88  ion,  Value  of  Work  of  and  Necess 

ity  for  Continuing  Investg^-tions. 

Os,    Mr.  W.  Long,  Jvly  29,  1624- 

1528;    Sir  F.  Ohanning,  1542, 

1543;     Sir  P.   Magnus,   1545- 

1547;     Mr.  Burns,  1564. 

Notification  of. 

Q.    Sir  W.  J.  Collins ;    A.    Mr.  Burns, 
Jyly  23,  315. 

Tnlrahan  Farm 

Price  of. 
Q.     Mr.  C.   O'Kelly;     A.     Mr.   Birrell, 
July  23,  364. 

Torkey 

British   Subjects  Captured    by    Brigand?, 
Circular  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  H.  P.  Pease ;     A.     Sir  E 
Grey,  Jvly  30,  1752. 

Customs   Duties,   Increase   in — Condition 
of  British  Sanction  to. 
Os,     Mr.  Lynch,  Jvly  27,  951. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  22,  3  ;   July 
30,  1635. 

Tyne  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con*  Jidy  24,  497. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Atig.  1,  2077. 

Uganda 

Railway   Accounts   —   Di. ^continuance   of 
Annual  Return,  July  2S,  254,  297. 
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Unemployed  Workmen's  Act 

Omission  from  Schedule  of  Expiring  La\»  f 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdoiiald,  Jvly 
27,  1037-1042,  1050;  Mr. 
Maddison,  1042 ;  Mr.  Burns-'. 
1043-1045,  1049;  Mr.  K. 
Hardie,  1045 ;  Mr.  W.  Ruther 
ford,  1046;  Mr.  J.  Ward 
1047-1050. 

Unemployment 

Administration  of  Act. 

Os.     Mr.  Bums,  Jvly  29,  1567-157rj. 

Dis^resB  Committees,  Work  of. 

Os.     Mr.  Burns,  Ju'y  29,  1567,  1668, 
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Mr.  Lloyd-George, 


Mr.  Lloyd- George, 


Unemplojrment— con  u 

Grant,  Proposals  for. 
Q,     Mr.  Barnes  ;    A, 
July  22,  S9. 

Grant  for  Ireland. 
Q.     Mr.  Devlin;    A. 
Jvly  23,  310. 

Increase  in. 
Os.     Sir  G.  Parker,  July  25,  694. 

Scottish  Distress  Ck>mmiti.ee8,  Grant  to. 
Os.     Mr.  Cleland,  July  31,  2063-2066; 
Mr.  Morton,  2104. 

Statistics  in  Lctbour  Gazelle. 

Q.     EarlWinterton ;    A,     Mr.  CliurchiH. 
July  30,  1760. 

Urgency  of  and  S  isfgestioas  for  dealing 
with,  tae  Question. 

Os,  Mr.  Sumnierbeil,  Jw/y  2P,  1531-; 
1533  ;  Sir  F.  Channing.  1541 ; 
Mr.  Curran,  1547-1552  ;  Mr.  A. 
S.  WiJson,  1552 ;  Mr.  Dobson, 
1553;  Mr.  G.  A.  Hardv,  1560; 
Mr.  Bums,  1567,  1569,  1570: 
Mr.  C*rook8,  Jvly  3U  2101, 2102  , 
Mr.  Pickersgiil,  2102 ;  Mr.  Bum^ 
2103;  Mr.  Jowott,  2023;  3ir. 
J.  D.  White,  2066. 

Women's    Work    Department    of    Central 
Body,  Reports  on. 
Os.     Mr.    Curran,   Jvly   29,    1551; 
1\t.  Bums,  1572,  1573. 

Jnited  States 

Treaty  (Persons  in  Ciwtody  and  Wreekiug 
and  Salvage  Rights)  Presented,  July 
31,  1909,  1944. 

fniversity  of  Durham  Bill 

c.  Con.  and  3r.*  Jvly  24,  596. 
/.  IB.*  Jvly  25,  597. 

2b.  Jvly  27,  739. 

3r.*  Jvly  29,  1446. 

Royal  Assent,  A  ttg.  1,  2075. 

Jpton  Town  Hall  Bill 

L  Royal  4ssent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 


Jsk  Fisheries  Profrisional  Order  C<m- 
firmation  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Jvly  28,  1069. 

Corn,  and  Hep.*  Jvly  29,  1369. 

3r.*  July  30,  1634. 

Royal  Assent,  Avg.  1,  2076. 


Vaocination 

Cooper,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Lehmann;    A.     Mr.  Bunis,./viy 
27,  819. 

Deaths  as  a  Result  of, 

Os.     Mr.  Lupton,  jvly  29,  1537,  1538. 

Exemption  Certificates  received  in  19l>7. 
Q.     Mr.  Lupton;    A.     Mr.  Bums,  Jtlf 
25,  344.  J 

Qiilimore,  J.,  Case  of, 

Qh,     3ilr.  Lupton  ;    As.     Mr.  Bums,  y*/y 

^^' Digitized  by  LaOOgle 
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Valentia.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  [Oxford] 

rerritorial  Force — liins  of  Court  Volunteers 
Jnly  27,  863,  864. 

Vatersay 

Crofters— Bate  of  Settling  Dispute. 
08.     Mr.    Weir,   Jvly   SO,    1896,    1897 
Mr.   Sinclair,   1902. 

Situation  on. 

Q,     Sir   J.    Dewar; 
July  27,  824. 


Venezuela 

Concessions  Canceled. 
Q,     Mr.   H.   Cooch; 
Jvly  28,  1228. 


Vermin 

Legislative    Measures    for  Suppressing    it 
Ireland. 
Q.     Mr.     Moore;  A.    Mr.    Birrell, 
J,'ly  25,  613. 

Verney,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Buckinghamshire,  N.] 
\rmy    Forci','n    Sor.  i  e— Officers'    Houses, 

JiUy  27,  858. 
Factories— Employment  of  Yoimg  Persons, 

July  31,  1956. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  Con,,  Jtdy  23,  422  ; 

Lords  Amendt^.,  Con.,  July  31,  2011 

Vivisection 

Commission  Report,  Date  of  Issuing. 
Os.     Mr.   A.    Douglas,   July  29,    1602: 
Mr.  (Gladstone,  1602. 


SESSION  1908.  [Val— Wat 

July  22-^ Aug,  1. 

War    O&Ce     iitcrelUry    of    Slate— B.t.    HoU. 

H.  B.  Haldane. 

Parliamentary  Secretary— Jjord  Lucas. 

Financial  Secretary— Mi.  F.  D.  Acland. 

Accounting  Ofl&cer,  Name  of. 

Q.     Mr.     Bowles;         A.     Mr.     Lloyd- 
George,  July  31,  1959. 
Ministers  other  than  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  attending  at. 

Q.    Mr.   Hay;      A.     Mr.   Adquith, 
July  23,  365. 

Uniform  Contracts. 

Q.     Mr.    T.    F.    Richards;       A.     Mr. 
A.     Sir  E.   Grey,  Haldane.  July  30,  1702. 

Webber,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Qi.     Mr.     Bowles;      As.     Mr.    Acland, 
Aug.   1,  2092. 


A.    Mr.    Sinclair, 


Mr.     Haldane, 


Volunteers 

Long-Service  Medal. 
Q.     Mr.     Fiennes  ;    .4. 
Jtdy  30,  1703. 

Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour 

Report  Presented,  July  30,  1635,  1689. 

Wakefield 

Post  Office  Extension. 

Q.     Mr.   Essex;    A.     Mr.  Buxton,  July 
27,   840. 

Wallace  Estate 

Sale   Proposals.  J 

Q,     Mr.  C.  MjicVeigh ;  A.    Mr.  Birrer. 
Jnly  22,  72. 

Walsall 

Excise    Offences— Fines    (1898-1907). 
Qs.     Mr.  H.  C.   Lea;    As.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Jnly  29,  1485. 

Walsh,  Mr.  S.  [Lancashire,  S.W.,  Inoe] 

International  Securities  Corporation,  Ca&( 

of,  July  30,  1758. 
Irish   Uuiversitio3    Bill,   Lords    Amendts.. 

Con.,  July  31,  2010. 
Provincial   Homes   Investment   Company. 

Operations  of,  July  30,  1756. 
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Ward,  Mr.  J.  [Stoke-on-Trent] 

Ambergate  Reservoir  Works— Wages  paid, 
July  27,  878,  879. 

Army  Estimates — Application  of  Sur- 
pluses to  meet  Deficiencies,  July  27, 
1067. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Com. 
July  27,  1047-1050  ;    3b.,  1055. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill,  2R.  July  30,  1880. 

Naval  Base  at  Rosyth— Expenditure  on, 
July  27,  1064. 

Redenham  Village  Green,  July  30,  1700. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Act— Omission 
from  Schedule  of  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  proposed,  July  27, 
1047-50. 


A.     Mr.     Birrell, 


Warden  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.     Boland ; 
Jtdy  31,  1946. 

Wardle,  Mr.  G.  J.  [Stockport] 

Fenchurch  Street  Railway  Point  Cleaner, 

Case  of,  Jtdy  23,  340. 
Weights    and    Measiurcs — Stamping    Fees, 

Jidy  27,  882. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.  [Staffordshire,  Lich. 
field] 
Army 

Officers — Recruiting     from      Univer- 
sities  and  Public  Schools,  July  27, 
908. 
Special   Reserve 

Officers,    Conditions    of    Service 

for,  July  27,  908. 
Organisation  of,  July  27,  906. 
Recruiting     Returns,     July     27, 

907. 
Rifles,  New,  Date  of    Supplying 

July  27,901. 
Training  Arrangements,  July  S7^ 

'Digitized  by  LnOOQlC 


A."^  Mr.lChurchill, 


War— Wei] 


Warrenpoint 

Excursion]^  Fatality. 
Q.     Mr/Nannetti ; 
July  29,  1508. 


Wason,   At    Hon.   E.   [Clackmannan   and 
Kinross] 
Indian  Churches,  Use  of  by  Pre«byterian8, 
July  22,  222. 

Wason,  J.  C.  Orkney  and  Shetland] 

Cattle 

Diseases  in  America — Issue  of  Leaflet, 
proposed,  July  28,  1196. 

Importation   Restrictions 

Foreign  Representations,  July  28* 
1228. 

Legislative    Proposals,    July    28^ 
1242. 

Expiring   Laws   Continuance   Bill,     Com. 
July  27,  1027,  1036. 

Motors 

Competitions    on    Public    Highwayn, 
July  28,  1239. 

Law  as  to,  Necessity  for  Strengthen 

ing,  July  27,  1027,  1036,  1037. 
Police  Traps,  July  30,  1761. 

Naval     Shipbuilding     Programme  —  Com- 
parison with  Cermany,  July  29,  1479. 

St.  Vincent— Carib  Canal,  July  28,  1221. 

Tramways — Speed    of    Cars    in    London, 
July  28,  1233. 

Women's      Suffrsige      Movement — Ptison 
Treatment,  July  28,  1231. 


IKDEX. 

July  22~Aug.  1. 

Watt,  Mr.  H.  A.-can/. 
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Waste  Paper 

Diii[)Osal  of  Prison  Registers. 
Q.     Mr.     Carr-Gomm ;        A. 
Samuel,  July  27,  880. 


Mr.     H. 


Waterville 

Postal  Delays. 
Q.    Mr.    Roland ; 
July  31,  1951. 


A .     Mr.    Buxton, 


.Waterworks 

Sinking  Fund  on — Action  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to  Period  of  Repayment. 
Os.     Mr.  Harmood- Banner,  July  29, 
1667. 

Wath  and  Bolton  Ckis  Board  Bill 

c.  Con.  and  3r.*  July  27,  807. 

I.  Commons  Amendments  Con.*  July  28, 
1069. 
Royal  Assent,  Avg.  1,  2077. 

Watt,  Mr.  H.  A.  [(ila^gow,  College] 

Lords- Lieutenant — Scot t ish  Appointments. 
July  29,  1406. 

Meat  Supply,  Inquiry,  July  28,  1236. 
Navy— Coal  Supply,  July  28,  1196. 
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Post  Ofi&ce  Contracts  placed  in  Sco^-Usd. 
July  31,  1947. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure — Statistics  for 
1907-8,  July  27,  847. 

Richmond  Royal  Houses,  Use  for,  Jvh  27, 
846,    .. 

St.  Vincent  Reveane,  July  2S,  1223. 

Scottish  Sheriffs,  etc..   Qualification^  Be 
quired  of,  July  28,  1184. 

Spirits— Duties  paid  in  1907-«,  Jtdy  2S. 
1468. 

Tarbert  (Loch  Fyiie)  Pier  Lta«»,  Ja/y  ^, 
1725. 

Tramways — Speed  of  Cars  in  London,  /riy 
28,  1234. 

Weardale,  Lord 

Dover  Graving  Docks  Bill — Sessional  Older 
as  to  Secoiid  Reading.  July  27,  701 

Wedgwood,   Mr.    J.    C.    [Neweastle-imder- 
Lyme] 

Admiralty  China  and    Earthenware  Con- 
tracts, July  22,  74. 

Africa,    South,    Compensation  Fond,  Ad 
ministration  of,  July  28,  1223. 

Bermuda  Engineer  Stores,  J  tly  28,  MSf'. 

Gravesend  Torpedo  Slipway,  July  23,  322 

Irish  Universitivs  Bill,  Sr.  July  25,  659. 

I  And  Valuation  Bill,  Proposals  as  to,  JW« 
22,  112. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme  Post  Office  Oai*:fi 
cation,  July  27,  887. 

Nigerian  Taxation  System,  A  ug.  1,  2093. 

Shoeburyness  Foreshore,  Ownership  of,  </Wv 
.       22,  78,  79. 

Transvaal   Compensation  Fund,   Lo6s  on. 
July  23,  327. 


Weights  and  Heafures 

Stamping  Fees. 
Q.     Mr.   Wardlc; 
July  27,  882. 


A.     Mr.    Chiurbill 


Weir,  Mr-  J.  G.  [Roes  and  Cromarty] 

Bonar  Bridge — Case  of  J.  Murray,  JWy  >, 

1731. 
Canadian    Immigration    Regulations    fnr 

Consumptive  Persons,  July  30, 172L 

Consolidated    Fimd    (Appropriation)    Bill 
2R.Ju/y3(?,  1896. 

Fisheries 

Line  and  Trawl  Caught  Fish  Laikded 
in  Scotland  (1898-1907),  J^y  fS, 
312. 

Scottish  Cruisers,  July  23,  348. 
Trawling  Prosec«tions,  July  22, 69. 
Invergordon  Naval  Base  Scheme,  /Wjr  2$, 

*'*^-Digitizedby<^OOQle    , 
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W«ir,  Mr.  J.  Q.—cotU. 
Lewis,  Island  of 

Fish  Landed  in  181)8  and  1907,  Ang.  i, 

2085. 
Fisheries,  July  27,  811. 
Houses,    Proposals    for    Re-building, 

July  29,  1466. 
Loch*8  Schools,  Cleansing  of,  July  Sh 

1959. 
Migration  Scheme,  July  23,  313. 
Bating     impasse,     July     28,     1191  ; 

July  29,  1466. 
Sanitary  Condition,  July  27,  823. 
Skigersta  Boat  Shelter  and  Sea  Wall, 
July  23,  313. 
Rail  ways,  Electric — Precaution  against  Fire» 

July  22,  70. 
Scottish  Land  Question— Legislative  Pro- 
posals, July  29,  1466,  1477  ;   July  30, 
1721,  1773. 
Syre  Settlers,  Decision  of,  July  28,  1192. 

Vatersay  Crofters— Date  of  Settling  Dis- 
pute, July  30,  1896,  1897. 

Weir  Charity 

See,  under  Charities. 

Welsh  Church 

Commission  Report. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith,  July  31, 
1966. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Possibility 
of  Establishing  on  National  Service 
League  Plan,  July  22,  15-18. 

Defence  of  the  Empire— Adequacy  of 
Present  Arrangements,  July  22, 14, 15. 

West  Estate 

Case  of  Peter  D.  Kelly. 
Q,  Mr.  F.  Meehan ;  A. 
27,  849. 


SESSION  1908. 
July  '22'^A'ug.  1. 

Westmeath-HJoti^. 


[Wei— Whi 


Mr.  Birrell,  July 


West  Indies 

[For  Particular  Idands,  see  their  Names,  as 
Barbados,  Jamaica.] 

Administration,  Cost  of. 

Os.  Mr.    Summerbell,    July    28,    1318; 
Colonel  Seely,  1328. 

Cable  Communioation  with. 
Os.  Mr.     Mitchell-Thomson,    July    28, 
1316,  1317 ;   Colonel  Seely,  1327. 

Clergy- Return  Presented,  July   27,  708, 
810. 


West  Square 

School  Accommodation. 
Q.  Mr.     Cooper;      A. 
July  29,  1497. 

Westmeath 

Condition  of. 
Q.  Captain  Craig ; 
22,  110. 
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Mr.     Runciman, 


A,  Mr.  Birrell,  July 


Revaluation  Expenses. 

Q,  Sir  W.  Nugent;    A.  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
July  29,  1453. 

Wexford 

Labourers*  Cottages  Schemes. 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  July  30, 
1709. 

Whale  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill. 

/.  2b.  July  27,  728. 

Com.  and  Rep*  July  28,  1164. 

3r.  July  29,  1445. 
c.  Lords*  Amendts.,  Con.,  July  31,  2014. 
l.  Royal  Assent,  ^t<^..i,  2075. 

VTheat  and  Flour 

Lemstrom  Electrification  System,  Value  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Devlin  ;  A.  Mr.  Russell,  July  23, 
314. 

White,  Mr.  J.  D.  [Dumbartonshire] 

Aerial  Navigation— War   Office   Expendi- 
ture ri903-8),  July  29,  1481. 
Agricultural  Labourers'  Wages,  Hours  of 

Work,  etc.,  July  24,  505. 
Bills— Form  of  Presenting  and  Printing, 

July  29,  1476  ;  July  30,  1736. 
Butter,  Nut,  Regulations  as  to,  July  29, 

1469. 
Education  Grants— Deduction  System,  July 

24,  507. 
Income-Tax    Reduction  Claims,  Date  for 

making,  July  28,  1197. 
Indian  Churches,  Use  of,  by  Troops,  July 

22,^1;  July  27,  Wi. 
Severn  Foreshore,  Ownership  of,  July  28, 

1238. 
Shoeburyness — Foreshore  acquired  by  War 

Office,  July  28, 1189, 1238. 
Uncmployii;ent — Urgency  of  the  Question. 

July  31,  2066. 

White,  Mr.  P.  [Meath,N.] 

Dublin,     Metropolitan      Police — Case     of 
Staff-Sergeant  Scully,  July  31, 1963. 

White.  Sir  G.  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 
Congo  Free  State 

Annexation  Proposals,  July  30,  1838- 

1840. 
Belgian      Administration  —  Responsi- 
bility of  Great  Britain,  July  30, 
1836-1842. 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)    Bill, 

2b.  July  30,  1836-1842. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  3b.  July,  25, 628-631. 

White  Estate 

Case  of  Mrs.  M.  Callaghan. 

Q.    Mr.     Shechan;      A.    Mr.     Birrell, 
July  29,  1476. 

White  PhOBphoms  Matches  Prohibition 
BiU 

c.   IR.*  July  30,  di^itiedbyLnOOgle 


Whi— Win] 

Whitehead,  Mr.  R.  [I'^ssex,  s.E.j 

Birth  Certificates— Cost  of  Copy,  Julu  30, 
1706. 

Shoeburyness— Fishery    Rights    on    War 
Office  Ground,  JiUy  30,  1735. 

Whitley,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Granton — Steamship  Communication  witl 
Burntisland,  JiUy  31,  2070. 

Widnes  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Co?*.*  July  24,  497. 
/.  Royal  A88(  nt,  Aug.  i,  2077. 

Wild  Birds  Bill 

I  Com.  and  Hep  ♦  July  23,  265. 
3r.*  July  27,  740. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2074. 

Wiles,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  S.] 

McGhee,  F.,  and  Wife,  Sentence  on,  July  23 
337. 

Three  Counties  Asylum,  Beer  brewtd  at. 
July  30,  1768. 

WiUesden 

Case  of  W.  Barnard, 

Q.     Mr.    Bowles;     A.     Mr.    Runcimar, 
July  27,  825. 

Education  Committee  Area  Scheme. 
Q-     Mr.   Macpherson ;    A.     Mr.   Rune' 
man,  July  28,  1182. 

Williams,  Colonel  B.  [Dorset,  W.] 

Dif-ector  of  Army  Finance,  Office  of,  Jul>i 
30,  1736. 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  [Glamorpran,  W.] 

Port  Talbot  Postmen's   Duties.   July   31. 
1948. 

Williams,  Mr.  W.  L.  [Carmarthen,  District] 
Cayo  Rent  Collection.  July  27,  826. 

Williamson,  Mr.  A.  [Elgin  and  Nairn] 

Fisheries    Board,  Proposals   for,   July   30. 
1701. 

Willonghby  de  Broke,  Lord 

Motors 

Accidents  duo  to — Statistics,  July  29, 
1376. 

Dust  Nuisance,  July  29,  1374,  1376- 
1378. 

Horns,  Prohibition  of,  proposed,  July 
29,  1377. 

Logislation,    Necessity   for,    July   29. 
1374-1380. 

Speed    Restrictions,    July    29,    1378, 
1379. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  A.  S.  [Yorkshire,  B.U.,  Hol<kr 

neas] 

Africa,   South — CJarrison   Reducticn.  JWt 
22,  66. 

Motor,  S]>eed  Restrictions.  July  29, 1552. 

Unem;)loyment — Urgency   of,   Sugg*^i(T. 

for  dealing  with  the  Question,  Jmlf  9 

1552. 

Wilson,  Mr.  0.  S.  [Hull,  W.] 

Array    T  rritorial    Force     Quartirm^sur 
►Sergeants,  Position  of,  July  30,  lUrl 

Wilson,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Yorks,  W.R  Hobifinb 

Natal— jUniz  ilu  Cpa?,  July  27,  83y. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  H.  [^fiddIesb^o^gh] 

"  Clam  " — Chmese  Crew,  July  22,  7a 
**  Strathyre  '*— Chinese  Crew,  July  29, 1451 

Wilson,  Mr.  W.  T.  [Lancashire,  S.E ,  West 
hough  ton] 

Admiralty,    Rough    Carpentry,  Men  ce- 
ployed  on,  July  31,  1950." 

Birmingham  Post  Office  Staff  Pay,  Ang.  I. 
2086. 

Bolton  Post  Office  Staff,  July  31,  1951. 
Bristol     Post     Office      Erect  itm—Noti*^ 

posted  by  Contractor,  July  27,  84<X 
Building  Trade,  State  of,  July  30,  1729. 
Manchester  Post  Office  Staff,  July  31, 1951. 
Navy 

Dockyards — Wages  of  Joiners,  ^Wy  2J. 
845. 

"  Rohilla  '*  Contract— Wages  of  Wirfc 
men,  July  28,  1172. 

West  India  Dock  Stores,  Wages  «t. 
July  27,  844. 

Telegraph     Service — Porterage     paid    i« 
Outsiders,  July  27,  841. 

Wiltshire 

Charities — Return  Presented,  July  29, 145ti. 

Windsor 

Motorists,  Prosecution  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Cox  ;    A.     Mr.  Bums,  July  r*, 
818. 

Winn  Estate 

Interest  on  Purchase  Money. 

Q,     Mr.  Boland  ;    A,     Mr.  Birrell,  Jiif 
23,  351. 

Wintetton*  Earl  [Sussex,  Horsham] 

Admiralty  Statements  to  the  Press,  Autbcr- 
ship  of,  July  30,  1890-1892. 

Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)  BilL 
2b.  July  30,  1890-1892. 

'*  General  " — Arrest  by  Crerman  Gunboat. 
July  30,  1753. 

Motor  Omnibus  Breakdowns,  July  28,  IfSi. 

<^       [ami. 
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Winterton,  Earl— eow<. 

Navy — Press  Communications  by  Officers, 

July  30,  1744,  1745. 
Old- Age  Pensions    Bill,   Lords  Amendts., 

Con.,  July  31,  1981. 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  Com. 

July  28,  1355. 
Transvaal  Civil  Servants'  Grievances,  July 

28,  1303-1306. 
Unemployment  Statistics  in  Labour  OazeUe, 

July  30,  1700 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Admiralty  Staff. 

Q.    Lord  E.  Talbot ;    A.   Mr.  McKenna,  I 
July  27,  823.  I 

Control  of. 

Q8.     Colonel  Lock  wood  ;    ^4*.     Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  JiUy  27,  855. 

Wishaw  Burgh  Electricity,  etc.,  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Wolverhampton,  Viscount 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  28,  1001 
-1094,  1096,  1099,  1101,  1103- 
1108,  1110,  1113,  1115,  1117, 
1120-1124, 1131, 1134, 1135, 1141, 
1142,  1145,  1147,  1160,  1163; 
Rep.  July  29,  1438-1444;  3r. 
July  30,  1637;  Comihons 
Amendts.  to  Lords  Amendts., 
Jidy  31,  1913,  1925,  1927,  1929. 
Third  R^iuling  in  House  of  Lords, 
Pioccdure  as  to,  July  29,  1444. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2077. 

Women's  Suffrage  Movement 

Prison  Treatment. 

Q.  Mr.  Horniman ;  A.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  22,11. 

Qs.  Mr.  Brodie,  Mr.  Byles,  Mr. 
MtvcNeill,  Mr.  Healy  ;  As.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  23,  338,  339. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason  ;  A .  Mr. 
Gladstone,  July  28,  1231. 

Political  Offender  ,  Treatment  as,  pro- 
posed. 

Os.  Earl  Russell,  July  29, 
1431  ;  Earl  Beauchamp, 
1432;  Mr.  S.  MacNeill, 
Jidy  30,  1844,  1885-1888, 
1900  ;  Mr.  Gladstone,  19(K), 
1901. 

Prosecution  of— Act  applying  to    Cases. 
Os.     Earl  Russell,  July  29,   1428-1430  ; 
Earl  Beauchamp,   1430. 

Wood,  Mr.  T.  "M^cK.—^^^rliamentary  Stcre- 
Pm/,  Board  of  Education  [Glasgow,  St. 
RoUox] 

London    and   District   Electricity   Supply 
Bill,  2r.  July  30,  185.3-1858. 


Woolwich  Arsenal 

Stores  available. 
Q.     Mr.  Nield ;    A. 
30,   1703. 

tVoolwich  Common 


[Win— Yox 


Mr.  Haldano,  July 


War  O^ice  R  gUts  over. 

Qs.     Mr.   Crooks,  Mr.   K.   Hardie ;    As. 

Mr.  HaUane,  July  22,  77. 
Qs.     Mr.    Crooks,   Lord   Balcarres ;    As. 

Mr.  HaUane,  July  27,  804. 

Workhouses 

[For  particular  Workhouses  see  Names  of 

Places,  as  Gateshead.] 
Irish  Teachers,  Position  of. 

Q.     Mr.    Devlin ;  A.     Mr.   Birrell,   JiUy 
29,   1474. 

Wortley,   Et.    Hon.    C.   B.  S.  [Sheffield 

ifallam] 
Bills,     Private — Suspension     ol    Standing 

Order  8,  July  30,  1770. 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation)  Bill, 

2r.,  July  30,  1822. 
Crime— Comparison  between  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland,  July  30,   1822. 

Transvaal 

Chinese    Labour   Question,   July   28, 
1274. 

Loan  of  £5,0b0,000— Imperial  Guaran- 
tee, Jidy  28,  1274. 

Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Jtdy  28,  1009. 

Com.  and  Rep.*  July  29,  1369. 

3r.*  July  30,  1634. 

R3yal  Assent,  Aug.  1,  2076. 

Yeomanry 

Fife  and  Forfar  Regiment— Case  of  Private 

Ronnie.  ,,     ,r  • 

Qs.     Mr.  K.  Hardie  ;    As.  Mr.  Hai- 
dane,  July  27,  856. 

Young,  Mr.  S.  [Cavan,  E.] 

Fxlucation  Inspectors,  Complaints  against, 

July  31,  1964. 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  3r.  July  25,  658. 

Younger,  Mr.  G.  [Ayr  Burghs] 

Admiralty    Shipbuilding    Contractors   and 
Foreign  Contracts,  July  28,  1205. 

Expiring    Laws    Continuance     Bill,    Com. 

July  27,  1021. 
Indian    Public    Works    Department— Pay 

of  Engineers,  July  29,  1484. 

Yoxall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottingham,  W.] 

Abordare   School    Teachers,   Dismissal  of 

July  28,  1176.  ,     n,r^n\o 
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Article  14,  July  2%  1175.  Qlcl-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com,  July  28,  1114. 
Article     43,     Interpretation     of, 

July  30,  1727.  i7„i„i««^ 

urants    in    'Aid     of     Denominational  -.       ,  „ 

S  •h')ol8,  July  29,   1456  Legal  Siaius  of  Zulus. 

Opan-air  Schools,  Aug.  1,  2080.  ^^     ^7;^^'   ^*     ^'"^^  ^'^'  ^"^ 

Teachers— Footnote  to  Article   10  of  xr-f       t      a  ^ 

Code  of  1906,  /M^y  28,  1176,  ^^^^'^%.^')?  Reservation, 

w^iok  r.^       >.         *    «L^  ^-     ^^^    ^-    ^^^® ;    •^-     Colonel    Scely, 

Welsh  Code,  Aug.  7,  2080.  Jvly  27,  876 
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